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DANCEPQEM 

(after Nietzsche) 

Since Mathew fell 
and MaBel danced the open earth 
upon his grave in place, 
~mazed us that we did not look askance 
·and darkly understood, I never 
felt released from Death (though Him 
in war refused last week to serve 
and practically felt good) for I could 
neither dance 
nor weep when Mabel moved 
to underlying tones by us unheard 
and even as she danced 
it rained .. 

Still tears 
came often to my eyes, yet did not Bow 
until today when scholar 
shedding his Apollo mask 
in 20Tba danced for death 
a rhythm livelier than those he knew 
while in my seat I kept 
convulsive harmony of spoken starts 
-"I never danced for you 
I never danced for you"-
and there at last with Mathew 

. gathered weightless in my heart 
I freely wept. ' 

"!asten wie ein Alp" 
-Marx 

Amos Kenan 

A Letter To Yassir Afaf~f~:'.":· 
, , , ! ' 

Greetings Enemy! , , " .I.;,,", ,:.,:> 
Pay attention to what I am about to say. I say thatyoiiarea'~neihy.,Yet: 

I say to you "Shalom." The fact that I am engaged in war with vgudoesnotmeaii" 
that I don't hope for the day w\1en there will be peace hetwe;nus:. Itis,D<?t. nlY ," 
intention to reiterate all the history, all the mutualdaims, 'and all the details 'ili
volved in the Jewish·Arab dispute. I want to concern myself with the present; 
only with the present, and of course with the future: ' " 

The situation as of today is that Israel does not recognize a Palesfinilm. ~ntitY. 
You don't recognize an Israeli entity. You have trayeled a long roadsinte:·Sliukari., 
Now you are careful. You don't speak of throwing the Jews intothesea.'.Yqu 
speak of liquidating the Zionist State of Israel, and of establishing a secular;:demo.., 
era tic Palestinian State in which Jews, Moslems, and Christians wilLliv,e in'p~ace, 
and brotherhood. ' " " ' ' 

But you have two languages, two worlds of terminology, which you rflcliate'ixi 
different directions. When you speak of political realization of yout nationalistic 
essence, you speak of a "Palestinian Nation." You claim that the"principle of> 
self·determination is applicable to you, according to which every human group has' 
the right to define itself. Since you decided that you are a nation, the wol:!d must 
recognize you and respect your wishes as a nation. " 

In spite of this the principle of self and national determinationaisappears 
when speaking about the political future of the Land of .Israel. Since~'you,dC!ii-'~ 
want to apply this principle to us, since you r~fuse to recognize the" State: of 
Israel as a sovereign expression of our mrtional independence, you f~rfeit'yourown 
national self-determination. As a result, it seems that in the rosy future Some kind 
of P1llestinian State will arise in which there will be not two re~iding natioIls,but' 
rather the members of three religions. Suddenly, we who have a, nationalstate 
have changed into members of a religious sect. And you who arestill vvidiQut'lI; 
state appear as the representatives of the Moslem population of Palestine ,in the 
State of the rosy future. . ' 

. "", , 

¥This article originally aJ!P!'!ared in January, 1970, ,in the Israeli Newspaper"'~~~t," 
Acharonot. It is reprinted here with ,the permission of the author., The,Englisli'.trans~" 
!arion is by Steven Brown. , . '.' .' , 



" . IJbri't think~ouareso stupid. The' contradiction ca~'t possibly escape your 
J~·~;es;.Thi~~onti:adictionhasa clearpr~paganda goal: to create a new image for 

the'Pa]es!:filian mbvement, (thevirorld remembers Shukari), and at the same time 
. toartf~lIydistort'your aspiration to dominate another nation. From this point of 
view, that of the desire to dominate another people, your kind reasons are not 
a bit different, fro~ those of the Movement for Greater Israel.I Even your styles 

ar~ simil~r. The Movement for Greater Israel eliminates any possibility tbat the 
Arabsare human beings. And so that mm'e!llent pro\'ides the Arabs with the rights 
of citizenship, freedom of religion, cultural autonomy, and all the other appeasing 
rights given to a man becau~e he is a man, But they don't promise them the status 
~f ahuma~ group with the right of self-determination, The minute difference 
.between the two of you is that you intend a state in which two nations will live 
~~der Arab rule, while the people of the :'v1ovement for Greater Israel intend the 
same' thing under Jewish rule. You and I both know that in a bi-national or multi
nat~onal state there'is a ruling people ,and a subordinate people, \Vhen you accuse 

,me (lEthe desire to create a 'racist' state, you simply mean a national state like all 
other states.in the world. For all nation-states in the world are inhabited by one 
People; a people living in its land, neither ruling nor being subordinate. Your re
fuSaIto'i:ecognize us as something . other than the representatives of a religious 
-sectiss~rpriSingly similar to the refusal of the Israeli government to recognize a 
spedficPalestinian . nation, something other than an undefined portion of the 
Arab. natioIl.Also your'generosity eXpressed in readiness to absorb into your state 
what you tem "the Jewish Arabs" in addition to those who lived here until a 
certaiD. date which you fixed, and your willingness to see the rest of the Israelis 

11¥ ,Moveineil~ £or Greater Israel is an Israeli organization which advocates possession 
and settlement of the conquered territories-ed. 

emigrate to cou~triesabroad is straiigely-sjmilart()that'Positi~il 
Government whIch would prefer to see thePalestiniari' r', ehlgeeSteIlli~:ralte 
Arab lands (except for those called 'Israeli' A.~abs', ,who~ mt~mIJer!;hil[)' .. 
arbitrarily fixed according to adat,e from the time of .theil're'side'nce .. ' .. ' 
some other time fixed by us). Thus, instead_of one man giving his .... ' " . '< 
~f se~f-determin~ti?~, we take for ourselves, each one c£us~'the a~bitrafy' .to\ 
fix. hIS own definItIon regardless of his fellow ,man and aCcording to cOnditi()ti~, 
which are convenient for us. '.., ',.1, .:.,.,. '.,;' , 

. I do.n't want. to begin an evaluation of your ~~ intentions,j~St~s).have 
no mtentIon of domg that in regard·to my own'governmeilt: 1 just wantto~oncern 
myself with the realistic aspect of the phenomenon. It seems to me that there is 
no chance in. the near or distant future that Israel will take a position W:hicli' 

would recog~1Ze the fact, yhich cries out toheaveri, of a.palestini.a.·n·.e. n.tity .. ' •. i ... '.Sim.· .. i.
lady, there IS ~o prospect, Jven ~ with the help of camouflage uniforms and battle. 
appearances dIrected at telhision cameras, to deny' the 'existence ()f IsraeI.0ne>: 
must hav~ great faith to ieve tha he could deny the eXistenceoFamigh.;r;, 
Is:ael, w~ch ex~resses itsel ~ techn logical, soCial, and esonomic superiQrity,by, 
wIthdra,:,,~ng a pIece of an sraeH ane from one's jacket pocket or pants.in;frQnt;:' 
of a smilmg camera. But !Cally minded people are not believers,'Politically" 
minded men change beliefs in the same way they 'change their expreSsions 'in 
front of a camera. You don't believe i~ an Israeli' entity any more than Galili2 ,De-" 
Iiev,es in a Palest~njan entity. You are both of the opinion that at' pres~rit'ifis: 
politically convement to hold your views. I think both of you areollive, and:: that 
most ~Ijt~cal people in the world, if they are not revolutionaries, are naive; they' 
are naIve m regard to the existent order of things and in regard to a faith which
tends to hide the clearest things from the eyes of the'world; 

Every national dispute in)he modern period has classic stages on both sides. 
Ther.e is a ~tage in which the subordinate nation claims an independent ,existence, 
and m w~ICh the other side denies this right. The French denied the reality Ofi' 

the Algenan nation~ f?r exa~ple. There is a stage in which the subordinatepeoJ;>le 
IS w!llmg to be satIsfied WIth self-rule, whereas the ruling riation isn't even wil' 
ling to permit this. The phenomenon of the gap betWeen the demands~f ()ne' side 
and what the other sicje is ready to agree to later is almost humorous .. ThemO-. 
ment that the ruler agrees to self ru1e, the subordinate' people d~m'~nds,iI1d~ " 
pendence. As soon as the ruler finally agrees to mutual talks,the rule<iPeople, 
thwart every effort at exchange of views. An intermediate stagealsoexists.in. ,', 
which the ruler finds a convenient entity which it cultivates,. arid just when Itk , .. 
ready for negotiations with that group, a bloody' battle breaks out between the ',' 
movement for national liberation and the body with which ~he foreign ruler was; 
ready to speak. These things are ancient. The classiC stage' exists in.whichthe 
g~nerals announce to the government that. they possess a magic temedyfor getting , 
nd of the terror and with another small addition to the budget; more emergency c:" . 

powers, another increase 'in armed force~,-the whole problec will bes?lvedby" 

;Israel Galili, an Israeli Cab~et Minister •. a1so heads the Israel Infornu:tion' s~~2~. 



~,,~i~~!IY:lIleans. .... went tnrough all; this ourselves\\(ith die Briti5~; there is 
.• ¥othing .new in it: This game is sfarting to become loatnesome; it is beginning to 
mmeto .anen'!:. You: and I both· know that· extreme and confuted positions such 
as' these can be upheld for only a certain a.mount of time. There must come a 

-mollient .. ofsobering~ We shall have to admit to a Palestinian existence, and you 
shall have to entt::r into negotiations with Israel. 
",' "-

'. H:y<!u were shreWd, you muld seiZe the Israeli Government's playing cards. 
If the l~aeligovemment were smart, it could seize your cards. But both of you 
,are mediocre statesmen lacking inIagination and inspiration. Neither one of you is 

'. a markedly authentic exPressi~n of the true feeling of national independence. Both 
.of you'possess sources of power and financial backing; you both have influence; 

-.,. 'Yp~,: ~~e both: in ·debt to sofpebody. "AI Fatach" is no more a revolutionary ex
:,pression than ~'Map'ai" or "Mahatzal." "AI Fatach" is a typically conventional, bour
g~ois national movement; and in the world in which we live, "AI Fatach" is appro
priate' f()r the opposing side, and for all the sides. I have no gIea t respect for the 

. l~a.les~ian vision-a provincial vision, retarded in comparison to the historical de
. ,vdopmerit of fortified human beings into mighty and separate blocks. The Zionist 

.vjsion is no more att~ned to the times than yours, \Ve are both late. \Ve are both 
, engaged in activities with the attitude of "what does it matteL" And this is our 

fate, the, fate of small nations: to engage in anachronisms which will forever 
. 'lIlaintain the fact of our being small and unimportant. But you are ~till incapable 
. Of understanding this, for you still have not obtained the doubtful satisfaction of 

being acustoms inspector in' a Palestinian uniform, neither have you received 
~alestinian mo~ey notes printed in Britain, nor have you heard the Palestine Or
chestra piaying the Palestine National Anthem upon receiving the ambllssador 
from the Pepper Coast. What can I do? May you enjoy it, you deserve such 
satisfaction! . 

':Since you are not shrewd, I have no doubt that you won't be willing to ad· 
'mit 'to any existence except if you have no choice. The same thing may be said 
,'for my side. But don't worry, it'll come. The first buds are appearing on both 

sides: When "AI Fatach" claims via its spokesman that "we will not agIee to free-
:iI1gthe. kidnapped ,watchman from Metulla without direct negotiations with Is
rael", it. means that it demands recognition from our side. This is a bit funny, 
becauSe we have here a kind of triangle: we demand that the Arab States recog· 
'nize lls':and. don't get the recognition; you demand recognition and don't obtain 

. " it .. If the .. 1\rab States would extend to us, what you wish we would give you, it 
would finally be possible to speak about peace. Somebody has to be first. 

:\Vpen·l read' again your announcement in which you "look forward to the 
Avien. Conference", two interpretations of your meaning are not possible. The 
Avien'.Conference was the one in which all the revolutionary representatives of 
Algeria at longlas~ met with representatives of the French Government to put 

'anend.to the :whole matter·. YoU: can't wait for an "Avien Conference" and at 
:i:he S?me tUne deny my existence. The question, of course, is who will be the 
.. first with. enough courage to retreat· from an uncompromising tactical position to 
a more realistic si:azid. 

There is no choice. It is impossible tobanishIsrael;even'~f~h~i~~aII~d·· ..... 
s~rts of convenient derogatory terms Such as the"'Zionist .Si:~te."Yo~ccin.,~otiet 
nd of her, not only because she is an existingfiict,.b.ut,also'b.ecaus(/sh~is:a< 
It;gitimate ex~ession ~f the historical aspiratiCJ?1'S of the le~ish pepplifv,:.izati;~az:.· 
lzbeT~twn. It IS ImpOSSIble to abolish a liberation.movementwhichil; .SQstrozrgand. 
deCISIve-not by hollow words, nor by the use of force.Th~yhied'to;do thiS 
fro~ the days of TItus and Nebuchadnezzar up until Hitler." And there'is'Oo 
choICe but to recognize a Palestinian entity. It is inipossibletobaiiishthe.Pal~~' 
tImans to the desert, and it won't help." 'i'e ,.; •. ::., ... ,.;'" 

We are waiting for the Avien Conference! ,'. " 

Your friend, 
AniosKenan 


