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Introduction 

STRATEGIES FOR STRENGTHENING THE JEWISH 
FAMILY was a 10lnt prolect of the Chicago Chapter of 
the American Jewish Committee and the Young Men s 
Jewish Council We wamed to bnng to the 
community a program which would address the SOCial 
forces and stresses affecting the Jewish family and 
suggest strategies and programs which could support 
JeWish families who are expenenclng change and 
stress 

Dr Bernard Reisman s keynote address and the panel 
presematlons of Dr Stephen Bayme and Dr Charles 
Raffel stimulated the thinking of program participants 
by expanding their knowledge of what IS happening 
In general With the American family and more 
specdlcally With religiously affiliated and unaffiliated 
JeWish families The papers presented In thiS 
publicallOn also highlighted directions that JeWish 
InstrtullOns could follow In creating programs to meet 
some of the changed and changing needs of JeWish 
families 

An outgrowth of thiS seminar and workshop was the 
formallOn by the Chicago Chapter of the American 
JeWish Committee of The Chicago JeWish Family 
Network The Network IS composed of lay and 
professional leaders represemlng JeWish SOCial 
service child care and educallOnal organizallOns 
ThiS group continues to study Issues which have an 
Impact on the JeWish family wrth the oblectlves of 
creallng new responses to support and sustain 
JeWish families 

The Young Men s JeWish Council was fortunate to 
secure funding for thiS program from The Fern 
Goldstein Shapiro Morns R Shapiro and Charles 
Shapiro Foundation Inc We are grateful to the 
Foundation for rts support 

EriC Maletsky 
PreSident 
Young Men s JeWish CounCil 

Elaine Wishner 
Presldem 
The Chicago Chapter of the 
American JeWish Committee 

Presentation at the Seminar on 
Strategies for Strengthening the 

Jewlah Family 

May 3 1988 
Chicago IL 

THE DECLINE AND RISE OF 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH FAMILY 

by Bernard Reisman 
Professor of American Jewish Communal Studies 
Brandeis University Waltham Mass May 1988 

It IS a kind of a homecoming for me to be 
here tOnight Chicago IS sort of a second home for 
me I spem a good number of years here from 1951 
to 1967 when I left to go to BrandeiS University I 
see many friendly faces of people With whom I was 
assOCiated a couple of decades ago and I have 
appreciated thiS warm reunion 

The sublect of Family IS one In which I am 
particularly Imerested and I am delighted to have the 
opportunity to do some further thinking about the 
family and to test out some new Ideas wrth you ThiS 
evening I Will review recem developmems which have 
affected the family Tomorrow we meet With 
profeSSionals In the community to talk about the 
Implications of these developments and how 
profeSSionals can work most effectIVely With families 
today 

Let me Idemlfy at the outset my bias about 
the family as llell as my credemlals First and most 
Importam I myself was very fortunate to have been 
part of two very good families of my own Both my 
mother s family and my father s family were large 
warm extended families I grew up In New York City 
To thiS day those family networks remain very 
Importam to me and give me a sense of what family 
Ide IS about I am also fortunate to have a family of 
my own now which IS Similarly very gratifying and 
helps me understand the JOYs and challenges of 
family Ide And recently wrth the birth of Sara Esther 
my first grandchild I have experienced the excltemem 
of the transrtlon of generations 

I also bring credentials as a SOCial sCientist to 
the study of the family and rt IS largely from that 
perspective that I try to add some theoretical 
background to my posrtlVe InclinallOns about family 
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life And lastly as someone who cares about the 
Jewish community and cares about the Jewish future 
I feel very strongly about Jewish farmly life I View the 
family as the crllical Ingredient for the Jewish 
community s future well being 

So you Will understand that I start as a pro 
family person Although In using that expression I 
have to pause and clarify that I don t use pro-family ) 
In the conservatIVe sense In many respects I think of 
myself as a conservatIVe but with liberal overtones I 
suspect that some of that will become apparent as 
you hear what I have to say 

I entitle my remarks 'The Decline and Rise of 
the American Jewish Family As I was flying here 
thiS momlng and gOing over my notes another title 
came to mind which was rather alliteratIVe and equally 
deSCriptIVe of what I want to say The second title IS 
'The Many Phases and Faces of the Modern JeWish 
Family Both of those titles aptly deSCribe my 
remarks thiS evening 

THE TRADITIONAL ERA 

To begin with II IS Important to have a brief 
histOriC background as a prelude to understand what 
IS happening to the family In our own times The key 
reality IS that we have moved from a traditional 
Orientation to the family to a modern Orientation It IS 
well to know from where we came In order to 
understand better some of the awkwardness of the 
transllion to be clear about the challenges today and 
to think about ways of responding which can be 
authentically linked to 'from whence we came 

I have drawn from the book life IS with 
People a deSCription of shtetl life In Eastern Europe 
dunng the latter part of the 19th Century Some 
would suggest that II IS an Idealized treatment 
AllOWing for that possibility the book stili gives us 
some sense of what life was like when our 
grandparents were growing up Families then were 
clearly at the center of tradllional SOCiety I Will read 
representative quotes about family life In the 
traditional shtetl Four Important areas Will be 
examined first to understand the tradllional 
perspective and then later to contrast II wllh the 
modermst perspective of the family 
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ON THE PLACE OF THE FAMILY IN THE SOCIETY 

A person IS part of the family There IS no 
fulfillment of one s duties or pleasures as an Isolated 
IndIVidual If a man IS not a husband and father then 
he IS nothing A woman who is not wife and mother 
IS not a real woman 1 

ON THE ISSUE OF AUTHORITY 

'The father has the offiCial authority the final 
word on matters of moment 'When he talked 
everybody was qUiet and when he slept no one 
made any nOise" 

EXTENDED FAMILIES 

'There may be quarrels and 
misunderstandings but In times of crises the family 
hangs together and cares for liS own If parents 
cannot gIVe their children the support and help that IS 
their due other members of the family are expected 
to step In Perhaps an uncle an aunt a grandparent 
or even a more remote relatIVe Will take 
responSibility 3 

AN ORGANIC COMMUNITY 

For the shtetl the community IS an extended 
family Within II are Similar Interrelationships a Similar 
network of obligations and duties Within II as within 
hiS family a person IS highly IndIVidualized and at the 
same time pre eminently a part of the whole Beyond 
the shtetl therD extends Klal Yisrael the whole of the 
JeWish people of whom he IS also a part 4 

One might say In summary that family life In 
the traditional era was unambiguously at the center of 
one s eXistence You defined your Identity and your 
role In SOCiety as you learned It In the family There 
was no uncertainty everyone was expected to 
establish one s own family and from II to take support 
and to learn the key things which were Important In 
one s life In an economic sense the family was 
functional because families generated children hands 
for prodUCing Income and for prOViding security In 
one s old age In a psychological sense It was In the 
family that you learned the roles needed to manage 
your life and the values to gUide your behaVior And 
the family eXisted In a supportIVe JeWish enVIronment 
which respected and helped the family accomplish Its 
work there was consonance 

3 



I don t want to Imply that the status of family 
life In traditional times was IdylliC Clearly there were 
problems But It was not because there was any lack 
of clanty about the Importance of the family Within 
some families there was Inevitably stress and often 
there were problems with the tendency of parents to 
function In an autocratic manner But overall there 
was compatlbilrty between what the people expected 
and what the Jewish communrty expected of the 
family 

MODERNITY 

Let us move to the era of modernrty to today 
A few years back Michael Novak a SOCiologist from 
the Chicago area wrote an article which appeared In 
Harper's magazine Its title IS very deSCriptive of what 
has happened In the past generation with the family 
The title IS "The Family Out of Favor oS How IS It that 
the ideal relationship between SOCiety and the family 
which characterized traditional society began to 
unravel within thiS century perhaps hmlng Its nadir a 
generation ago dUring the late 1960s? This was the 
time of the Vietnam War and much questioning of all 
the traditional SOCial Institutions Certainly the family 
underwent much questioning 

I said earlier the family was economically 
functional In the traditional SOCiety The family has 
become economically dysfunctional In contemporary 
modern society ThiS IS a function of the economiC 
system particularly In Western Europe and the United 
States which are essentially capitalist Oriented 
societies Capitalism needs a mobile work force A 
loyalty to family gets In the way of haVing the type of 
work force that can move as the economic 
reqUiremems call for Children and spouse and ties 
to extended family compete with the expectations of 
the lob Another value represemed by capitalism IS 
the pursUit of self Interest Do as well as you can 
economically and you will succeed and that becomes 
the Prlonty goal It IS only a short leap from thinking 
IndIVidually In the economic sphere to applYing 
IndIVidual self Interest to the SOCial sphere So one 
ceases to think In terms of neighborhood or of 
families or of extended networks or of long term 
aSSOCiations because mobllrty IS Importam If one 
wams to advance economically HaVing large families 
IS like haVing excess baggage being free and uncon 
nected gives you a competitive advamage Children 
relatiVes networks of friends can be liabilities 
Moreover In an earlier era extra hands meam extra 
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Income Today children are clearly an economic 
burden 

At my unlversrty for example the annual 
tuition this year IS $12 700 Add to that room and 
board and the annual cost is $18 000 This figure 
doesn t Include the cost of books and traveling home 
to VISit family three or four times a year ThiS means 
the cost to a family for 4 years for one child at 
college IS about $80 000 A high proportion of JeWish 
students don t stop at the Bachelor'S degree so add 
on a few years of graduate school The cost of JUst 
educating a young Jewish child In thIS era IS very 
high Parents can t even say that It will payoff In 
their old age These days In addition to covering the 
costs of their children s education adults also have to 
Invest In their own SOCial secunty and retirement 
plans Clearly haVing more kids today IS not 
economically benefiCial 

CONTRASTING VALUES OF TRADITIONAL AND 
MODERN SOCIETIES 

The values of a SOCiety Indicate what that 
SOCiety conSiders Important TYPically a society 
shapes Its values to be responsIVe to Its economic 
requirements Let us contrast the basiC values of the 
traditional SOCiety concerning the family with the 
values of modern times Perhaps you will see the 
rather stark difference 

To begin with let us examine the traditional 
attitude to authorrty which as I memloned earlier IS a 
cmlcal Ingredient In understanding the differences 
between the traditional and modem families Two 
phrases one In Hebrew the other In Yiddish are 
represematlve of the traditional attitude to authOrity 
The first IS derech eratz. which IS to say 'that IS the 
way It IS done You understand that phrase to mean 
respect for families for parents for elders for bosses 
or teachers or any people In authonty The second 
phrase might be Imroduced If one were to emertaln 
the Idea of Violating 'the way It IS done or of not 
adhering to the values of the traditional SOCiety The 
phrase IS Es passt nlsht meaning It IS not done 
When I was a child If I would ask Grandpa why can t 
I do that? He would shake hiS finger and say Es 
passt nlsht It JUst Isn t done I understOOd and 
obeyed 

Let a modern parent conSider offering such a 
response to a child s Inquiry today The difference 
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between the traditional and modem era comes Into 
sharp focus 

An experience I had a year or so ago well 
typifies today s attitude to authority I went to pick up 
my niece a student at a nearby unIVersity as our 
nuclear family was heading to our extended family 
home 10 New York City to attend the Passover seders 
A fnend of my niece drove her to the place where we 
agreed to meet. On the bumper of hiS car he had a 
sticker which read Question AuthOnty I asked my 
niece what meaning that bumper sticker had for her 
She said I don t know It lUst feels right I pOinted 
out that among the authorities she was questioning 
were me her uncle her parents grandparents and 
teachers She wasn't too concerned It stili felt right 
for her I understand where her skeptiCISm and lack 
of trust come from There are some authontles who 
are unworthy of being trusted and who should be 
questioned I don t think It IS merely by occupying an 
authonty role that one IS automatically entitled to 
respect However and thiS IS the key point when a 
person In authority exerCises appropnate Judgment 
then that person IS entitled to respect and hiS or her 
ludgments should be taken seriously What IS 
fnghtenlng about Question Authonty IS that It says 
any authority IS suspect I don t think a society can 
survIVe nor can any collective Including the family do 
what It has to do unless It IS ready to allocate 
authonty to appropriate IndiViduals An excessIVe 
distrust of authonty I suggest IS pathological Not 
only does It prevent collectiVes from accomplishing 
their work but It denies Individuals the vital 
opportunity to lean on others when thIS IS needed 

A second value to examine IS differential views 
of IndiVidualism In the traditional era the nghts of the 
IndIVidual were generally secondary to the rights of 
the collectIVe the family the school the lob or 
SOCiety A representative example was the self 
denYing parent I am not entitled to anything I 
don t need any material benefits I lUst worry about 
the welfare of my children 

With modernity that attitude IS reversed the 
IndIVidual IS first and foremost and the collectIVe IS 
afforded scant Prlonty The question IS whether the 
IndIVidualism of today IS so excessive that It becomes 
problematiC The recent book by Christopher Lasch 
The Culture of NarCISSism focuses on thiS question 
Lasch deSCribes the current obseSSion with the self 
and with one s gratdlcatlons 
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"To live for the moment IS the prevailing 
passion to lIVe for yourself not for your 
predecessors or posterity We are fast lOSing the 
sense of histOrical continUity the sense of belonging 
to a succession of generations originating In the past 
and stretching Into the future Since the SOCiety has 
no future It makes sense to lIVe only for the moment 
to fIX our eyes on our own pnvate performance to 
become connOisseurs of our own decadence to 
cultIVate a transcendental self attention .. 

Lasch s last phrase IS a clever and sharp way 
of calling attention to the excesses of IndIVidualism of 
the current era It IS an oxymoron Transcendence 
means rising above the self Lasch IrOnically suggests 
that many people today can only achieve 
transcendence In terms of themselves Such a value 
particularly poses problems for a community such as 
the Jews who care a great deal about the community 
about the past and about the future 

HITTING BOTTOM 

The combination of changing economic 
conditions and changing SOCial values have resulted 
In Significant changes In the family of our traditional 
great grandparents as compared to our families of 
today A malor SOCietal change IS reflected In the 
different roles of women (and In tum of men) and of 
children within the family The sanctity and status of 
the modem family has dropped conSiderably as 
compared to the traditional family Perhaps the low 
point In the family becoming out of favor' was 
reached by 19ib It was dUring that year that a 
British psychiatrist David Cooper wrote a book which 
aptly descnbed the low status to which the family had 
descended HIS book was entitled Death of the 
Family ThiS was Its credo 

We need to abolish the traditional family and to 
substrtute new forms of human relations The 
traditional family limits one 8 work and love 
relationships and creates a destrucbve 
Impingement on the lives of everyone who 
comeS into contact with us 7 

As the traditional family was being devalued a 
series of alternatives to the family came on the scene 
Dunng thiS transitional period of time eVidences of 
family pathology soared divorce problems In 
parent child communicatIOn childhood SUICide 
abuse of children and women and dependence on 
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drugs and alcohol Perhaps less dramatic and 
obvious although no less problematic was the loss of 
confidence In the family and family life Children 
growing up dunng thiS pened frequently experienced 
parents who seemed as equally Inept at managing 
their children as they were In getting along with each 
other ThiS Ineptitude set Into motion a VICIOUS cycle 
for the children As they came IntO adulthood and 
themselves thought of marrying and haVing children 
they remembered their own early family experiences 
These very highly educated and technically skilled 
young men and women were loathe to put 
themselves IntO a situation marnage and child 
reanng for which they had no models of success 
nor memones of great satisfaction In sum 'the 
family out of favor 

THE RESURGENCE OF THE FAMILY 

For almost two decades now It appears the 
family IS experiencing a resurgence On one level thiS 
IS reflected In changing attitudes of young people 
who are coming IntO the age for marnage and haVing 
families Much of the earlier awkwardness fear 
embarrassment and skeptiCism about marrying and 
having children IS diminishing The vast malorlty of 
thiS generation now looks with Increasing favor at the 
notion of establishing their own families· What has 
changed IS that the age of marrying has been 
deferred on the average seven or eight years later 
than the pattern a generation earlier Despite later 
marriages the JeWish birth rate has remained 
essentially the same (albeit low) over the past 25 
years 

How are we to explSln the current resurgence 
of the family? Two basiC reasons come to the fore 
First the several altematlVes to the traditional family 
have not worked Whether It was communes serial 
monogamy lIVIng with a partner without marriage 
liberal dIVorce or others the ostensible cure 
generated more problems than the disease Which 
leads to the second explanation The traditional 
family husband/father wife/mother and children 
remaining together In the same household continues 
to be the most effectIVe SOCial Institution for 
accomplishing vital tasks needed by all societies 
These tasks are to produce and rear children and to 
nurture and prOVide emotional sustenance to people 
throughout their life span Throughout human history 
and across all cultures these tasks have been 
responded to by families Indeed a scholar of the 
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family and a colleague of mine at BrandeiS UnIVersity 
Prof Lawrence FuchS adds that no human culture 
has survIVed across time which has not afforded high 
Importance to the family The Jews and the Chinese 
are two prime examples 

Contrary to the View of the BritISh psychiatrist 
Cooper It IS particularly In these modem times that 
the family can be most Important In the face of the 
transiency and anonymity of contemporary society 
the family prOVides an antidote unconditional love 
Robert Frost deSCribed unconditional love In thiS pithy 
line Home IS when you go there they have to let 
you In The phenomenon IS also well expressed In 
the title of Christopher s Lasch s recent book on the 
family Haven In a Heartless World • 

For all of the above reasons as well as other 
reasons a stable family life IS Important for the Jews 
It has always been assumed that the family IS the 
primary Institution for transmltllng the culture of a 
SOCiety to the next generation It IS unlikely that there 
IS any other culture which depends as heaVily on the 
family as do the Jews for transmltllng their 
religious/cultural heritage Indeed despite well trained 
rabbiS JeWish educators and access to modem 
JeWish schools youth groups and camps all of the 
SOCial science research of the past two decades 
confirms that It IS the family which IS the prime deter 
mlnant of JeWish Identity ThiS reality IS even more 
apparent In dlaspora communities where the Jews are 
very conscIous of their mlnonty status Because their 
place In the malorlty culture may not always be 
secure Jews are likely to tum to their family for 
solace and suPt'ort In the face of their dlsllnctlVeness 

A PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

In light of the SOCietal changes which have 
affected changes In family life what poliCies and 
programs might the organized Jewish community 
undertake which would be both helpful In 

strengthening indiVidual JeWish families and which 
would contribute to the community s goal of quality 
Jewish continuity? At the outsat let me mention two 
approaches which despite their popular appeal I 
don t believe would be helpful First IS the 
fundamentalist s response From thiS perspective our 
problems with the family (as well as with all other 
aspects of contemporary SOCiety) are attnbutable to 
the secularism the relatiVism and the materialism 
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brought on by modernity Therefore the 
fundamemallsts argue the resolution must be a return 
to the ways things were Such an approach while 
attractIVe for ItS simplicity IS also misguided and 
unlikely to work for the same reason 

A second approach to the malaise of the 
family with which I am not In accord IS to advocate 
that the community take a relatIVistic position That 
IS the reality of modern SOCiety IS chOice The tradl 
tlonal family Is only one of many new and dlfferem 
family structures Those endorsing the relatIVistiC 
approach urge that the JewISh community afford 
equal status to the several aHernatlVe family 
structures e g remaining Single marrying without 
haVing children one parem families blended families 
communal families and Intermarned families While I 
agree that today there are those several family 
aHernatlves and It IS the responsibility of the Jewish 
community to be responsive to all of them I also 
believe that It IS appropnate that the community affirm 
a preferred aHernatlve I believe both for the well 
being of IndiVidual JeWish families and for the well 
being of the Jewish community the traditional family 
unit IS the preferred optIOn To be clear by traditional 
family I mean a marnage of a man and woman both 
of whom are JeWish (or If one IS non-Jewish he or 
she converts) who have children and who malmaln a 
permanem monogamous marriage 

I should qUickly add that I recognize that It IS 
almost ImposSible by definition to accomplish both 
elemems of my preferred JeWish family policy a) to 
be responsIVe to all aHernatlVe JeWish family struc 
tures and b) to have a preferred aHernatlVe the 
traditional family Yet I believe no other policy would 
be responsIVe to the realities of today and would 
better serve the long term Imerests of comemporary 
Jews and would assure quality JeWish continuity 
With thiS approach to the JeWish family as an 
underlying policy I turn In thiS concluding section to 
a senes of seven program and policy 
recommendations for the organized Jewish community 
to help the contemporary Jewish family achieve Its 
potemlal 

PROGRAM AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 

1 FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES Today making a 
marriage and family work IS one of the most difficult 
tasks we all face The Jewish community can help by 
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making available quality support serviCes which might 
serve as surrogate extended families Examples 
would Include havurot baby sitting cooperatIVes and 
Jewish family educational programs Such services 
would bnng together people of Similar life situations 
and Jewish Imerests to share Ideas and to prOVide 
each other emotional support In comnbutlng to the 
success of their families 

2 SERVICES TO SINGLES Earlier I referred to the 
Issue of later marriages for Jewish men and women 
In part thiS phenomenon occurs because a large 
proportion of young Jews spend many years In 
graduate education and In establishing their work 
careers Both because of the time Invested In 
establishing one s career the centrifugal flavor of 
comemporary society and senSibilities of 
sophisticated young aduHs It IS dlfflcuH for people 
Imerested In marriage to find compatible mates The 
task for the JeWish community Is to organize 
programs which while anemlVe to the senSibilities 
Involved afford oPPOrtunities for Single Jewish men 
and women to meet 

3 SERVICES TO DUAL CAREER FAMILIES The 
model family type among young Amencan Jews for 
now and the foreseeable future IS the dual career 
family There are few precedems available to help the 
couple who IS determined that both the man and the 
woman Will pursue their careers and who also are 
Imerested In haVing children Both research to 
understand better dynamics of thiS new mantal status 
and support services geared to help the dual career 
couple/lamlly are needed 

• 
4 CHILD CARE Whether because both parems 
choose to work or because there IS only a Single 
working parem or because the non working parem In 
a two parem family wams the support and/or ennch 
mem of child care It IS In everyone s best Imerests for 
the JeWish community to prOVide quality child care 
In the first Instance such quality services Will 
contnbute both to helping the marriage and to the 
sound development of children Second child care 
programs under JeWish auspices prOVide Jewish 
expenences at the most Impressionable years of life 

5 RESPONDING TO DIVORCE AND SINGLE 
PARENT FAMILIES The only reliable available data 
on the current rate of divorce pertain to the general 
Amencan publiC and that figure IS 40% It IS also 
known that while the rate of divorce among Amencan 
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Jews has been low It has been moving closer to the 
rate for the general population The Jewish 
community needs serviCes which help prepare people 
for the challenges of married life and serviCes which 
help marned couples If and when problems arise 
DIVorce with some couples may be Inevitable and In 
the best Interest of all concerned In those cases 
partICularly where children are Involved the 
community has an Interest In assunng settlements 
which protect the Interests of the children and which 
seek to maintain CIVility between the husband and 
wife Finally there are likely to be a gOOd number of 
problematiC marital relationships which can be 
resolved with sensitive and creatIVe Interventions by 
the Jewish community 

6 SERVICES TO THE INTERMARRIED Another 
new reality of the American Jewish community IS that 
approximately one out of three Jews now marrying Will 
Intermarry To a limited extent one can set IntO 
motion programs for Jewish boys and girls which may 
lessen the pOSSibility of a mixed marriage However 
given the pattern of Jews mllong with non-Jews In 
their schooling work and lIVing arrangements It IS 
realistiC to expect a continuing high rate of 
Intermarriage An IntervenllOn supported by recent 
research I which lessens the negatIVe effects of 
Intermarnage to the JeWish community would be 
efforts to encourage conversion by the non-Jewish 
spouse In addition efforts to encourage families 
where the non-Jewish spouse does not convert to 
rear children as Jews IS a deslreable strategy 
although the research on thiS Issue IS less clear as to 
whether the children Will remain as Jews Further 
synagogues and other JeWish communal 
organIZations need to Insure that they reach out to 
Intermarned families with sensitIVity and concern 
Rather than expend energies In essentially futile hand 
wringing about the soaring rates of Intermarnage 
such community Initiatives are likely to result In more 
of the mIXed marneds aligning themselves With the 
JeWish community 

7 FAMILY POLICIES OF JEWISH 
ORGANIZATIONS There IS a regrettable 
discrepancy between the avowed family Oriented 
commitment of the JeWish community and the actual 
family poliCies of Jewish communal organlZallOns With 
their own profeSSional and administratIVe staff Jewish 
communal organizations If they are to be effectIVe In 
strengthening the family life of their members must 
begin with poliCies which are responsive to the family 
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needs of their own personnel One would expect that 
the JewISh organlZallOns would be In the vanguard of 
liberal poliCies concerning such ISSUes as maternity 
and paternity leaves flex time child care and 
senSlllv1ty to scheduling which accounts for needs of 
children 

* * * * * * 
SUMMARY 

I have outlined recent SOCietal changes which 
now confront the American JewISh community and the 
Jewish family with new needs and challenges What 
becomes clear IS that the family IS no less Important 
In the lIVes of Jewish people today than It was In the 
lIVes of their great grandparents What IS drfferent 
today Is the profile of the family and the way It 
approaches Its prime tasks But those tasks remain 
the same prOViding emotional nurturance to 
members of the family and serving as the vehicle for 
the transmiSSion of the JeWish religious/cultural 
heritage 

The challenge to leaders of the American 
Jewish community today IS to find the balance 
between sustaining the essence of the traditional 
JeWish family along with making the necessary 
adaptations which respond to new needs and to do 
so In ways which are In tune with the values and 
rhythms of contemporary Jews ThiS IS not an easy 
task and yet It IS such a blend of conservatism and 
liberalism of continuity and change which offers a 
reasonable prospect of helping the JeWish family 
adapt to the transition from a traditional era to the era 
of modernity 111' so dOing the Jewish family Will 
continue to serve as the central Influence In assuring 
the continuity of the JeWish people 
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Presentation at the 
Workshop on Strategies for 

Strengthening the Jewlah Fsmlly 

Msy 4 1989 
Chicago IL 
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It IS my pleasure to share with you today 
some of the research projects coming out of the I 
national office of the Amencan Jewish Committee 
particularly The William Petschek National JeWish ! 
Family Center which over the last eight years has 
published research on the Jewish family with which 
many of you may be acquainted The Petschek 
Center s goal IS to become a central resource and 
address for InformatlOri on the Jewish family More 
Importantly ItS goal IS to challenge the Jewish 
community to rethink Its poliCies and Its strategy for 
strengthening the JeWish family to act as a catalyst 
for groups such as yourselves people on the front 
lines of famlly-onented agencies or agencies who are 
directly dealing with family Issues The nature of the 
work that we have done has often been In the 
glorified atmosphere of a 'think tank but where the 
real action IS IS on the front lines where real families 
are Involved and where real family services are 
Involved We see thiS as our opportunity to translate 
some of the matenals Ideas and findings of the work 
we have been dOing over the last number of years 
IntO direct family policy 

I d like to focus my comments thiS morning on i 
four major areas of contemporary JeWish life In each I 
one trying to draw out the policy Implications and V 
directions for the Jewish community The four are 
heavily Interrelated They concern JeWish marriage 
patterns JeWish child bearing patterns or parenting 
patterns JeWish dIVorce patterns and finally the costs 
of leading a JeWish life Because of the shortness of 
time I may not get through all four tOPICS 

Let me begin with the question of marriage 
The most encouraging aspect of contemporary JeWish 
life IS the persistence of marital mores Jews continue 
to marry In large numbers The traditional View of 
marnage articulated In the Book of Genesis IS that It 
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Is not good that human beings live alone Better that 
they should join onto one another in one way or 
another has been internalized by the majority of 
American Jews whether they are aware of the 
Implications of the Book of GenesIS or not In 1984 
for Instance 93 8% of Amencans over age 25 were 
marned In terms of Jews 95% of Jewish females 
married by age 34 96% of Jewish males married by 
age 39 Lest you think that s only the current 
generation we also did a poll of Jewish college 
students in 1982 and we found that two-thirds 65% 
Indicated there was no question In their minds but 
that they would marry So in that respect It s clear 
that marital norms do persist Jews continue to value 
marriage as do Americans generally What has 
changed I think are two other things Number one 
our attitudes towards dIVersity have changed In 
other words we accept marriage as the norm and 
we then say we have to have room In our system for 
those within our community who for one reason or 
another do not fit that norm In short there has 
been a greater tolerance to dIVersity of lifestyle but 
at the same time a recognition that marriage remainS 
the Ideal or the baSIC goal that people aspire to It IS 
a baSIC statement that all of the alternatIVe family 
structures so Widely ballyhooed In the 1960s and 70s 
have by and large not served nearly as well as the 
family In terms of the three basiC things we demand 
out of family life namely nurtUrizatlon nurturing that 
which Chnstopher Lasch called A haven In a 
heartless world SOCialization of the young and 
transmmal of our values to the next generation 

The second thing that has changed and her 
Jews probably are somewhat more In the vanguard 
than Americans generally IS that the age of marriage 
has been gOing up If we could speak for Instance 
of the 1960s 45% of Jews age 18 to 24 were 
married That IS quite a young age for marriage It 
means almost one out of every two Jews had been 
marned before age 25 Take a look ten years later 
In the 1970s only 25% one out of every four Jews 
had been married by age 25 That correlates with the 
general rise In the age of first marnage Jews are 
probably right now about three years ahead of the 
general community In that Jews tend to marry about 
three years later than the community at large In 
other words If the average age of Amencan males for 
marnage IS about 24 1/2 for Jews It IS about 27 1/2 
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That does I"lIIse some irrteresting issues One 
is-and I do warrt to dwell on It a bit later on that It 

I does raise questions of 'enility To the exterrt that 
marriage Is delayed It often raises questions as to 
what exterrt does the biological clock 'tIck down I 
will get back to that I, 

Stable marnages have histoncally been 
correlated with a later age for marriage The sense of 
a realistic expectation of what mamage IS all about 
makes for a stronger and heaithler relationship So In 
that sense the delay In the age of marriage while It 
does raise some Irrterestlng ISSUes In terms of fenility 
In some measure does mean that Jews enloy a more 
stable marital relationship There are other reasons 
for this Among Jews the degree of satisfactIOn 
within a mamage IS heaVily correlated with the degree 
of self-esteem In other words Jews Protestarrts and 
Catholics look alike In the sense that they all want to 

I get marned-I e In the persistence of marrtal norms 
generally Where Jews differ IS that Jewish marnages 
have a positIVe Impact upon self-esteem In other 
words Jews look to their marnages as sources of 
basiC suppon nunure of self understanding as a 
person That In turn-and I think thiS to some extent 
goes a long way towards explaining the so called 
Jewish divorce deficit that we II get to a bit later on 

thiS morning-that In turn means that If marnage IS 
valued so much as a source of self esteem people 
are gOing to work an awful lot harder at making 
marnages work And that goes back to what I said 
earlier about cultIVating realistiC expectations of what s 
Involved within a marnage 

Thirdly the role of JeWish tradition which In 
some ways IS only limited to that ponlon of the 
community that can harness tradition IS a factor 
Jews who are most Involved In some form of 
traditional JeWish life are far more likely to enloy a 
stable marnage The evidence to that IS 
overwhelming One out of every three Jews who are 
unaffiliated are likely to have been divorced or to be 
divorced In the future 

Among Jews who are affiliated It IS one out of 
every eight In other words JeWish tradition does 
cemerrt marnage Moreover It Increases with the 
degree of traditionalism The more traditional one IS 
the lower the rate of dIVorce What IS the reason for 
thiS and what are the policy Implications? Jewish 
tradition stands as an Incredibly powerful source for 
cementing marital ties It IS a family oriented religion 
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Its rrtuals bring people together across generations 
The very notion of the Friday night dinner or the 
Friday night synagogue service Is one In which the 
family IS brought together around JeWish Issues 
around Jewish concerns In that respect It IS clear to 
me (the evidence IS overwhelming) that Jewish 
traditIOn can be a very powerful motIVating force or a I 

powerful resource for cemerrtlng marriage The 
policy challenge IS that most of our people espeCially 
our young couples do not have the wherewithal and 
the knowledge to be able to harness that tradition for 
purposes of cemerrtlng mamal ties and for the 
purposes of strengthening mamage 

The key weakness In the mamage scene If 
you Will IS that many JewISh mamal patterns relate to 
the very difficult Issue of Irrtermarriage Here are I 
think a few facts that have to be faced much as they 
are palrlful to do so Irrtermarnage remains a problem 
as It relates to a declining JeWish Iderrtlty a weakness 
of transmitting JeWish values within the Intermarned 
home I suggested last night and I would repeat It I 
think we have errtered Into a series of dlffererrt norms 
regarding Intermarnage We went through a period 
when people lamerrted Irrtermamage and engaged In 
hand wnnglng We werrt through a second penod In 
which we said Look we have a problem What can 
we do about It? But currently In the late 1980s 
especially since the publication of the book by 
Charles Silberman A Cenaln People 10 we have 
errtered IrrtO a third period where Intermarnage IS no 
longer regarded In many Circles as problematical 
Now for many people It IS not The problem IS In 
terms of the overall JeWish community that the 
evidence regafdlng Intermarnage shows It IS harmful 
to future Jewish Identity and future JeWish corrtlnully 
The one aspect of hope IS In the case of conversion 
When a conversion takes place then the Irrtermarned 
couple looks pretty much like the rest of the JeWish 
community their home looks like a Jewish home 
which IS the way It should be according to JeWish 
tradition We make no distinction between those who 
were born Jews and those who have chosen to enter 
IrrtO our covenarrt Then haVing said that It would 
seem the policy ImplicatIOn should be to regard 
Irrtermarnage as opening up Windows of opponunlty 
to bring JeWish families Into the Jewish community 
That means outreach to Irrtermarned couples But at 
the same time I think the challenge IS also to clarify 
and anlculate that our Ideal model IS Irrtramarnage 
rather than Irrtermarnage 
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What does that mean In terms of positIVe 
policy Implications? 

Jewish tradition stands as I said earlier as a 
powerful resource for strengthening Jewish family life 
Most Jewish couplas intermarried or non Intermarned 
do not have the knowledge the background the 
wherewithal to be able to InJect the Jewish 
components Into their marriages I do not think there 
IS any obJection to dOing so If anything the reasons 
for Intermarriage have shifted from what might have 
been once been called Ideological reJection of the 
Jewish community People today many out of 
propinquity out of nearness to Gentile neighbors 
There Is no Ideological hostility to Jewish Identity 
That means In that home and In the Intra married 
home the JeWish tradition could be maximIZed In 
terms of strengthening the marriage and the family 
IndIViduals espeCially the Intermarried but also the 
Intramarned are not fully aware of the potenllal for 
uSing JewISh tradition to strengthen their marriages 
The challenge to Jewish communal policy IS to 
develop resources and avenues whereby a JeWish 
component can be InJected IntO the home to bring It 
closer to the JeWish community In some measure 
we have begun to think along these lines speCial 
media techniques special family education 
programming within the synagogues speCial Shabbat 
retreats among young Jewish couples and their 
children But this variety of programming has to 
become a central component of what the Jewish 
community IS offering My colleague Steve Cohen of 
Queens College has often argued 'We have to 
replace a language of reproach with a language of 
resource It IS one thing to say You are bad 
people You are not gOing to get very far satisfying 
as that may be to some of us It IS far more 
productIVe to say 'You are what you are I have my 
opInions about It Even more Important IS that the 
Jewish community IS open to prOViding you with 
resources for enhanCing the Jewlshness of your 
homes ThiS Is especially Important In dual career 
homes which I do want to dwell on for a few more 
minutes As an overall policy standard we should 
regard Jewish heritage and tradition as valuable 
resources In maximizing JeWish family Ide The 
question then becomes how to translate that Into the 
lives of Jewish young couples 

Let me spend a few minutes on JeWish 
parenting The first most obVIOUS fact IS that Jews do 
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not have large numbers of children We are a small 
people we always have been But the most blatant 
thing about Amencan Jewish families today IS the 
relatIVe paucity of Jewish children In Los Angeles 
one of the most Important Jewish communities In the 
United States a recent demographic study found that 
only 28% of Jewish families had any children under 
18 In the home That IS an Incredible statistiC That 
means only one out of four families currently has 
small children or school-age children There are 
some who argue that we are replaCing ourselves We 
are JUst having Children at later ages Fertility IS only 
delayed not eliminated I question that on a number 
of grounds One reason IS that delayed fertility IS 
often assOCiated with Infertility Frequently longer 
delays mean more dlfficuttles In conceIVIng and 
carrying fetuses to term 

Secondly and more Importantly IS that 
people make their chOices about children on a one at I 

a time baSIS It IS a sequenllal chOice Couples have 
one and then deCide d they want to have another 
one Even d couples state that they expect to have 
two prior to starting their family thiS does not mean 
very much at all It JUst means that they have a norm 
of two children which IS true Whether they Will 
actually have the two children depends on a whole 
range of circumstances 

Thirdly IS the Issue that we never as a 
community have gone beyond American fertility rates 
As a community we have always lagged behind 
Currently American SOCiety as a whole IS not 
replaCing Itself.except through Immigration You 
should read the Important book by Ben Wattenberg 
called The Birth Dearth 11 which basically argues that 
Western SOCiety as a whole especially America IS 
simply not replaCing Itself Wattenberg argues that It 
IS somewhat naive to expect that Jews are gOing to 
do better than American SOCiety as a whole So that 
IS one fact to lIVe with We can talk about what can 
be done about It But unfortunately there IS not all 
that much that can be done about It Small JeWish 
families have become the norm The exception IS the 
Orthodox community 

In terms of parenting patterns Jews seem to 
be dOing much better They tend to be upper middle 
class parents who are very concerned with the 
welfare of their children and very Involved with their 
children They spend conSiderable time with their 
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children The myth of Jews not spending tIme wnh 
their kids because they are so hard working does not 
seem to be bome out by the research 

One published study" by a University of 
Illinois at ChIcago economIst Barry Chlswlck argues 
that JewIsh mothers are far more likely than GentIle 
mothers to stay at home whIle the child Is In pre 
school wnh chIldren under the age of three the 
likelihood IS that JewIsh mothers will not be workIng 
full tIme They either are Juggling part tIme work and 
part tIme home care or are staying at home entIrely 

I For example accordIng to the Pmsburgh JeWIsh 
Federation study In Pntsburgh over 50% of the 
Jewish women wnh choldren under age SIX were stay 
at home mothers 

ThIs charactenstlc IS hIghly correlated with 
others JewIsh parents are noted for theIr hIgh 
degree of warmth and support coupled wnh and th,s 
IS very Important-a hIgh degree of so called 
Independence traIning JewIsh parents want theIr 

chIldren to get out In the world to have some very 
qUIck SOCIalizatIon experiences In that respect gOIng 
back to Pntsburgh s demographIc statIstIcs while over 
50% of the JeWIsh mothers are stay at home mothers 
83% of Pmsburgh JewIsh chIldren are Involved In 
some form of pre school actlVny What that means IS 
that Jews want settIngs to be created where theIr 
children can have pre kIndergarten educatIonal 
expenences That IS part of the so-called 
Independence traIning 

Related to thIS IS the questIon of the dual 
career famIly Many JeWIsh couples report hIghest 
levels of gratificatIon and hIghest levels of communal 
affIliatIon not when both partners are workIng full tIme 
but rather wnh one full tIme worker and one part tIme 
worker In other words part tIme employment would 
seem to be a very Important model for the JewIsh 
communny to th,nk about and creatIon of 
opportunitIes for part tIme work to enable people to 
balance work and famIly responSIbIlitIes would seem 
an appropriate avenue of communal policy 

Regrettably part tIme opportunitIes are few 
and far between receIVe poor compensatIon levels 
and carry with them mInimal career benefits Efforts 
are underway In the corporate sector to upgrade the 
status of part tIme employment opportunitIes There 
should be models here for the JewIsh communny to 
emulate as well 
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To be sure for many couples two full tIme 
Incomes are an absolute economIc necessny These 
WIll of course require full tIme surrogate care 
preferably care that approxImates the values of the 
home However before we commit ourselves to the 
notIon that the dual-career home IS the wave of the 
future we should be lookIng at how for many JewIsh 
couples the most satIsfactory arrangements relate to 
part tIme employment and seek to build upon those 
models of satIsfaction through greater avallabllny of 
employment opportunities and greater avallabllny of 
part tIme surrogate care 

The one exceptIon to all th,s IS the Orthodox 
JewIsh famIly We have two reasons Because of the 
cost of JewIsh liVIng certaInly In the New York area 
study Orthodox couples tend to be both full tIme 
employed There are many gradatIons of that fact 
but basIcally what IS surpnslng IS that there are so 
many familIes where both partners are working ThIS 
IS due to the hIgh cost of JewIsh life Day school 
tuitIon averages around fIVe to SIX thousand per chIld 
With three or four chIldren per famIly an enormous 
amount of dollars IS spent on the JewIsh educatIon of 
one s chIldren I think It IS more than JUst the hIgh 
cost of lIVIng though 

FIrst of all the Orthodox famIly tends to be 
the strongest In terms of famIly tIes It IS the clearest 
answer to the questIon posed earlIer Does JeWIsh 
traditIon cement marital tIes? It does because It IS a 
famlly-<>rlented religIon Secondly JewISh communal 
norms are Important If marriage and famIly are 
vIewed as com'?nandments of the hIghest order they 
are more likely to be fuHllled ImplementIng these 
commandments results In buildIng the strongest 
famIlies ThIrdly the norm as a result of these 
commandments IS that the OrthodOX have three 
chIldren per famIly ThIs IS not exactly COInCIdent WIth 
JeWIsh law JeWIsh law would argue 'There are no 
limits BIrth control In most cases IS not regarded 
as deSIrable from the Orthodox POInt of vIew The 
fact IS that most Orthodox Jews do practIce one form 
of bIrth control or another Yet there IS an asset or 
a gaIn If you WIll of more chIldren In the Orthodox 
home than In the non-Orthodox home 

l What does th,s mean? What are the 
ImplicatIons of thIS? 
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First of all In terms of the birth rate ItSelf 
these are pnvate deciSIOns which are very difficult to 
affect. What the communrty can do IS first of all 
articulate Its values If we say that three children IS 
desirable or create a climate that Is more condUCIVe 
to children and that we value children as assets In 
and of themselves that will to some extent serve to 
InternalIZe a norm that It !!! good and desirable to 
have larger families Secondly on a much more 
practical level we have to minimIZe the costs the 
career costs of having children We need to create 
more avenues more flexible poliCies to enable people 
to both have children and pursue their careers 
whether rt Involves part time work leaves of absence 
or opportunrtles to do addrtlonal career training while 
engaged In full time care at home We have to think 
more ImaginatIVely about a different model of 
employment policy that Will enable people who are 
extremely accomplished In their career -Oriented lives 
to balance work and family SOCiologist Robert Bellah 
has argued thiS should be true of America as a 
whole that Americans suffer from a spirt between their 
public lIVes and their prIVate lives between their work 
and family roles We have to think more In terms of 
avenues that can bring the two together 

Finally and I think most difficult for us to 
come to gnps wrth but by no means unimportant IS 
the entire question of abortion and adoptIOn poliCies 
wrthln the JeWish communrty As a communrty we 
have accepted a pro-chOice posrtlon for very solid 
reasons What we have not explored suffiCiently IS 
what are the opportunities for adopting children within 
the JeWish communrty? In terms of the number of 
people who are actually haVing abortions at least 
have they been gIVen the real chOice. of perhaps 
putllng the baby up for adoption to a JeWish couple 
who would want It? 

I lUst want to throw out two more themes In 
terms of dIVorce as I indicated earlier Jews have a 
dIVorce deflcrt They dIVorce about two-thirds as 
frequently as Catholics and one-half as frequently as 
Protestants despite the very strong religiOUS 
proscriptions against dIVorce In the Catholic tradition 
That says a great deal about the strength of JeWish 
mamages The trouble IS that divorce rates are on 
the rise If they are about 15% for Jews who are over 
the age 65 they are about 8% for Jews under age 
35 That means In the next thirty years that 8% IS 
gOing to mean more dIVorces They Will probably 
exceed the number of dIVorces of the previous 
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generation In thiS respect we lag very slgnlficarrtly 
behind our Protestant and Catholic colleagues In 
terms of education for mamage They are way ahead 
of us In terms of training programs cleric-clergy 
counseling before mamage and Inculcating realistiC 
expectations of what IS Involved In a marriage If our 
expectations are that of romance and a bed of roses 
then they qUickly get dashed If we cultIVate 
expectations of the real work Involved In making a 
mamage work we are far more likely to succeed 

What about our comments about the 
economic cost of Jewish IMng? This IS again a 
matter of chOices We all choose to decide how 
much of an Investment we are going to make There 
are very real trade-offs One can speak of a maximal 
form of Jewish Involvement In which salaries of 
$80 000 to $90 000 a year are probably InsuffiCient to 
meet the costs of leading a Jewish life espeCially d 
one IS talking about day school education for three 
children 

There are a couple of basiC crrterla, though 
that we should articulate One IS the Importance of 
chOices People have to make their own personal 
chOices as to where they are gOing to make their 
primary Investment But there should be special 
conSiderations for the Single parent s home There IS 
not all that much we can do about the psychological 
consequences of dIVorce on children Religion 
however can serve as an anchor of values In a home 
that has undergone mantal trauma There IS also a 
lot we can do for the economic consequences of 
Single parenth09.d SpeCial conSideration wrthln the 
Jewish communrty for Single parent homes should 
become a primary policy focus Allied to that IS 
speCial conSideration for large families If we value 
children as an asset then families wrth a greater 
number of children should not be regarded as the 
burden of the Jewish communrty They should be 
regarded as an asset 
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I would like to start by confessing that 
I m also a statistiC I am part of a dual-earner couple 
both personally and professionally concerned about 
high quality child care 

I would like to offer an overview of day care 
on the national scene then talk about Jewish day 
care particularly with reference to POliCY 
recommendations 

President NIXon who I m sure did not consu~ 
his astrologer vetoed the previous National Child 
Care Bill In 1972 and on the national scene we are 
again pOISed now at a very CruCial moment There IS 
a bill In Congress at the present time that has a two 
and a half billion dollar ticket on It to support child 
care The Ins and outs of thiS bill which I have been 
trying to follow with the help of our Washington office 
are a story for another day long conference In and of 
ItseH It has a rather problematic church state Issue 
tied In with It However we of the American Jewish 
Commttlee have been supporting thiS bill and I am 
gOing to mention at the close of my remarks that I 
would urge you all to support It we may then diSCUSS 
why Whether or not the Jewish community will 
benefit directly from thiS bill I think IS a matter open 
for diSCUSSion However the Infrastructure within all 
of our communities will be so elevated by the 
passage of thiS bill that I think that It makes It a 
closed case that we must be behind and even In 
front of thiS bill 

Needless to say child care IS a hot Issue A 
recent national conference that had four hundred 
places for people Involved In the bUSiness community 
conSidering day care receIVed eight hundred con 
firmed requests for registration On the last day of 
that conference a press conference for the 
presidential candidates to diSCUSS their platforms for 
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child care was scheduled I had a press pass 
because I wnte for our Family Center to get IntO an 
early press conference and there was a great deal of 
rushing gOing on as we realized that none of the 
candidates was gOing to show up None of the aides 
was gOing to show up either and the only person 
who was there Pat Schroeder who had long ago 
bowed out of the race gave a keynote address In 
which In part her remarks focused on what s 
happening on the national scene why child care IS 
not an Issue In the presidential campaign Perhaps 
child care IS too hot I think there has been 
movement however when In The New York Times of 
April 25 William Saflre wntes a piece saying It s time 
that the Reagan Administration and even George 
Bush take a stand on child care let us know what 
hiS thinking IS because as Satire has noted 'We 
need something We need something whether It s 
on the Federal level or the state level HIS preference 
would be on the state level of course So I think 
there IS a national awareness that thiS Issue the Issue 
of child care IS the ISSue of the 1990s and I have It 
from no less an authonty than Phil Donahue who 
moderated one of the sessions at a conference and 
closed hIS remarks by saying child care IS the Issue 
of the 1990s 

Now where are we In terms of JeWish child 
care? In terms of the StatistiCS the FederallOn study 
of 1984 with which I m sure many of you are familiar 
need not be reviewed Rather than dealing with 
those statistics I think I can bOil It down by saying 
'We re not dOing enough In other words we are 
aware of the need but by no means are we dOing 
enough I woulCl'lIke to focus my time thiS morning 
by making the case for the Impact of JeWish child 
care on parental Identity 

The study that I m refernng to IS the study 
that we helped sponsor by Dr Ruth Plnkenson 
Feldman In Philadelphia Dr Feldman asked 'What 
IS the difference between the parental Identity of those 
who choose Jewish day care versus parents who 
choose day care under secular auspices? 13 Now 
what I promise IS to make her study available to 
anybody who IS Interested I am gOing to highlight 
some of the data from the questionnaire that she 
developed Her summary statement IS that quality 
Jewish child care contrary to what may have been 
popular opInion IS not a detriment to the JeWish 
family but IS a great strengthening device for the 
JeWish family 
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Now as I read to you from a table In terms of 
ritual observance a question of parental Involvement 
pnor to Jewish day care versus parental Involvement 
pnor to secular day care Is analyzed The two 
factors which show a dramatiC Increase in terms of 
ritual observance of the parents are mezuzah and the 
lighting of Fnday night candles and along with that 
klddush One notices a dramatic Increase In terms'of 
those ritual observances which are taught In the day 
care cumculum 

Now what Dr Feldman also factored Into her 
study outSide of these behaviOrs is the sublectlVe 
attitudes of the parents while they are Involved In the 
day care experience How do they perceive their 
relationship to the Jewish community? Let us go over 
some of these statistics 

Do you feel that you are Involved Jewlshly? 
With the Jewish day care the response IS 'Yes 63% 
Non sectarian IS 17% Less Involved Jewlshly 1 % In 
the Jewish day care 8% In the non sectanan 

More aware of the Jewish calendar? In the 
Jewish day care 69% Non sectarian 14% 

More child centered In observances? JeWish 
day care 65% Non sectarian 24% 

More aware of feelings about being Jewish? 
50% In the JeWish day care as opposed to 26% non 
sectarian 

Interested In learning more about Judaism? 
44% In the JeWish sponsored day care non sectarian 
20% 

Now these factors POint to a correlation Dr 
Feldman IS careful to say that there s not a casual 
relationship here But what I think IS unmistakable IS 
that there IS an Increase both measurable In terms of 
behaVior and most Significantly In terms of attitude 

Dr Feldman also began to examine how thiS 
attitude translates Into other types of Involvement and 
then found for example that the charitable gIVing of 
those parents Involved In Jewish day care was higher 

One factor which disturbed her which caused 
her to send out a different pan Of her questionnaire 
was that synagogue affiliation of those parents did not 
necessarily Increase What she then found after 
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differentiating according to income level was that 
there was a break-even POint where parents who 
were involved In Jewish day care felt for example 
that at the time of the study If synagogue member 
ship cost them $300 a year they were willing to do It 
If It cost $550 they had doubts about It and If It was 
$700 they said Forget II' because their Involvement 
In terms Of expenses was chlld-onented Now I can 
speak of my own expenences when my children were 
Involved in a pre school which did Involve an 
extended day penod the synagogue made a very 
attractIVe offer which meant that If I enrolled my two 
children there membership would cost me about 
$150 for that year because of the membership 
discount The pOint IS that scaling of dues emerges 
as an attractIVe option from Dr Feldman s study 

I would like to draw your attention to AJC s 
Spotlight on the F amllv' which Includes background 
essays and an extensIVe section on family policy It 
also Includes a lengthy essay on JeWish traditional 
attitudes toward the family What I would like to focus 
on now for a few minutes IS the ten page statement of 
recommendations produced by the AJC Task Force 
on Family POlicy with panlcular attention to the 
section on child care 

First Information and referral services must be 
coordinated within JeWish communities so that new 
parents and those who are new within the area have 
the ability of finding out which services are offered 
and panlcularly what kind of options are involved 

Second making sure that there IS an 
availability Of alternatIVe day care arrangements In 
other words Increasing the supply Of day care 
perhaps extending within eXisting pre school 
programs so that there IS an option beyond the 9 to 
12 half day that might extend till 6 0 clock 

Thirdly and most Significantly to develop 
regulations which aim toward ensuring the highest 
quality care within the day care facilities 

Founhly IS upgrading the lob of canng for 
children increasing the status and finanCial rewards 
for the child care proViders This IS something which 
deserves more than lip service In general the AJC 
document may serve to focus our concerns to 
become a kind Of rallying pOint for the issues that we 
would like to work on to see realized 
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What I am gOing to now suggest IS my own 
advice beyond the Task Force document In tenns of 
pursuing other kinds of InitiatIVes within the child care 
arena 

I think we should actively suppon Federal and 
State legislation that Is IrlVolved with child care even If 
we would not directly benefit from It I spoke 
yesterday to Judy Golub of the Washington office of 
the American JeWish Committee and I S81d I wanted 
to be upbeat about the bill Can I be upbeat? And 
she said 'You can t be upbeat Get people to 
suppon It because the bill Is In trouble In other 
words there!l! haggling gOing on over a Wide variety 
of Issues For example as the states will apponlon 
the money how will sectarian Institutions be allowed 
to receIVe that funding What will thiS mean for 
synagogues and churches which Will have histOrically 
played a malor role? There IS concern over the 
language of the bill yet It seems as though a piece of 
thiS bill IS gOing to pass 

I would also suggest an emphasis within the 
communrty education on early childhood training I 
am not familiar with the program at Spenus College 
but I ve heard that there has been mSJor strengthen 
Ing within that area I think that the communrty only 
benefits from that 

CentralIZing the coordinatIOn of child care 
services within the communrty IS another Significant 
step A wonderful ~xample IS within Fairfax County 
Virginia where a profeSSional IS responsible for all the 
child care faCilities that are prOVided within the area 
She has a central telephone number a suppon staff 
an extensIVe budget and coordinates child care 
programs for latch key children programs for 
preschoolers uSing the eXisting local facilities Her 
office receives hundreds of call per week asking not 
only where may my three year old go but I am 
pregnant Where may my child go? What kind of 
optIOns are available? How much IS It gOing to cost? 
And she IS able Immediately through her staff to gIVe 
an answer to even make the contact with another 
parent within the area to gUide thiS person through 
the ropes of planning and evaluating options 

Now within the JeWish communrty I would 
urge that there be some kind of central clearing 
house to aVOid duplication and to prOVide a needs 
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assessment of what eXists In a panlcular area so that 
the communrty as a whole can strengthen rtseH 

Finally we need to make the case for high 
qualrty child care options We need to bring together 
chlld-care prOViders and theonsts with policy makers 
to make the case that qualrty Jewish child care IS a 
forward looking option which strengthens the Jewish 
family Only once that case has been made will 
policy change within the communrty I would urge all 
of you here today to make the case In other words 
be annOYing If that s what It takes Let the evidence 
speak We will prOVide you with Infonnatlon which I 
think makes a rather stanllng and convincing case to 
educate our lay leaders and policy makers to senSitIZe 
them to family and communal needs 

I would like to close by asking us all a 
question which deserves our collectIVe attention 
How are we as representatIVes of the Jewish 

communrty gOing to plan to take care of our 
obligations to family and our obligations to work? 
think that It IS time that we within the Jewish 
communrty address thiS challenge with our sharpest 
vIsion and the fullness of our collectIVe energies 

.. 
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