
IN THE COMMUNITY 

sponsored by them with the group work 
program. Supervisory conferences have 
been regularized; at more frequent peri­
ods, at least once a month, the executive 
director, assistant director, the group 
worker and the director of the JCC pro­
gram get together; and a start has been 
made on defining the limitations of the 
responsibility of the group worker for 
various administrative activities in the 
institutions. While it has been agreed 
that individual contacts with residents 
would be limited—and the development 
of the case work program also tends to 
limit the need for this—it was never­
theless accepted that individual contact 
between the group worker and various 
residents would be required and would 
continue. The coordination of these 
contacts with the case work and psy­
chiatric programs would result from dis­
cussions of the Study Committee and the 
participation of the worker in the staff 
conferences at the Homes. We also 
envision the need to have closer rela­
tions between occupational therapist and 
group worker in the development of the 
program and the first step toward this 
was the inclusion of the occupational 
therapist worker in the study group. 

This report tells of an effort to make 
specialized group work skills available 
in the setting of an institution for the 
aged, and to build on the experience 
of a group work agency. The institutions 
have been able to build on the accu­
mulated experience in the field rather 
than initiate a new program on their 

own. The Study Committee represents 
an effort to organize consciously t h e 

testing and analysis of the experience so 
as to lay the foundation for a contribu­
tion to the field. The emphasis in this 
report is on the administrative and com­
munity organization aspects of the pro­
gram. The Committee plans to present 
further reports, arising out of further 
experience which will deal with the 
content of the program and the adapta­
tion of group work techniques to the 
institutional setting. 

Another advantage of professional 
group work services in a Home setting 
is the stimulation provided through dy­
namic group work techniques which 
permeates into the everyday practices of 
the institution. It is the writer's feeling 
that the group work program in the 
Homes has developed remarkably well 
in a short period of time. Undoubtedly, 
the careful planning between the agen­
cies with the help of the Federation is 
responsible for the success of the pro­
gram. A very important factor, however, 
is that Mr. Ben Grossman and Mr. Jack 
Gold, the executive directors of the 
Homes, and their assistants, Ferdi Rosen­
thal and Louis Novick, are extremely in­
terested in the professional aspects of the 
group work program and they have done 
everything in their power to facilitate the 
development of the program and see 
the development in this program as a 
community project rather than an iso­
lated program to be established in their 
own institutions. 
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SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT IN OLD AGE; A RESEARCH 
PLANNING REPORT, BY OTTO POLLAK. SOCIAL SCIENCE 
RESEARCH COUNCIL, NEW YORK, 1948. 199 PP. 
$1.75. 

Social Adjustment in Old Age IS A SCIENTIFIC, 
DEFINITIVE AND OBJECTIVE PRESENTATION WHICH HAS 
LOST NONE OF THE HUMAN WARMTH NEEDED IN AN 
APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF HUMAN NEEDS. IT IS 
FILLED WITH MANY EXAMPLES OF TRUE ANALYTICAL 
RESEARCH WHICH MAY WELL BE OF IMMENSE HELP 
TO WORKERS IN THE FIELD. IT CLARIFIES MANY EXISTENT 
MISCONCEPTIONS AT THE SAME TIME THAT IT WARNS 
AGAINST FUTURE ERRORS OF THE SAME TYPE. IT IS 
EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL IN ITS ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH 
A FRAME OF REFERENCE FOR THE ANALYSIS OF THE 
PROBLEM OF SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT AMONG THE AGED 
AND GIVES AN AMAZING NUMBER OF PERFECTLY DOCU­
MENTED PROBLEMS URGENTLY CALLING FOR RESEARCH 
AND STUDY. Social Adjustment in Old Age 
SCIENTIFICALLY FULFILLS THE PREMISE OF ITS SUBTITLE: 
A Research Planning Report, AND AT THE SAME 
TIME IT EVALUATES OLD MATERIAL AND PRESENTS NEW 
FACTS IN THE FIELD OF GERONTOLOGY. 

IN READING THIS BOOK ONE HAS TO BEAR IN 
MIND THAT THE AUTHOR INTENDS TO PRESENT THE 
PROBLEMS AND TO STIMULATE STUDIES FOR THEIR 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS. HE POINTS TO SO MANY AS­
PECTS WITH WHICH THE WORKER IN THE FIELD OF 
THE AGED IS CONFRONTED. ITS ORGANIZATION IS 
EXCELLENT AND IT SEEMS MOST FEASIBLE TO FOLLOW 
IT THROUGH IN ITS EXPOSITION. THERE ARE TWO 
FACTORS, THE AUTHOR INDICATES, WHICH MUST BE 
CONSIDERED AS UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES IN THE 
EVALUATION OF EVERY PHASE OF THE TOTAL PROBLEM 
OF GERONTOLOGY: 

(1) "HOW WELL THE INDIVIDUAL CAN LIVE 
UP TO HIS VARIOUS ROLE AND STATUS ASSIGN­
MENTS IS A PROBLEM OF INDIVIDUAL ADAPTA­
TION. 

(2) "TO WHAT EXTENT SOCIETY CAN CHANGE 
ITS ROLE AND STATUS ASSIGNMENTS AND IMPROVE 
THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING NEEDS, CAPACI­
TIES, AND PREDISPOSITIONS OF INDIVIDUALS, IS 
A PROBLEM OF SOCIAL REFORM." 

(1) PAGE 37 
(2) PAGE 37 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT POINT UNDERLYING POLLAK'S 
REPORT, OF WHICH RESEARCHERS MUST BE AWARE AND 
WHICH WELL DETERMINES THE VALIDITY OF A STUDY, 
IS THAT— 

"UNLESS THE OBSERVER IS WITH THE SUBJECT 
ALMOST CONTINUOUSLY, THERE IS A GREAT DANGER 
THAT ADJUSTMENT LEVEL WILL BE JUDGED FROM 
AN INADEQUATE AND PERHAPS ATYPICAL SAMPLE 
OF HIS BEHAVIOR." (3) 

ON THE BASIS OF THESE PRINCIPLES, CONCERTED 
SCIENTIFIC ATTENTION TO GERONTOLOGY AND THE 
GENERAL UTILIZATION OF THE FINDINGS ARE WELL APT 
TO RAISE THE STANDARDS OF THE FIELD OF THE AGED 
TO THE LEVEL OF OTHER FIELDS OF SOCIAL SERVICE. 
DR. POLLAK JUSTLY DEPLORES THE LACK OF INTEGRA­
TION OF EXPERIENCES IN THE VARIOUS PHASES OF 
THE FIELD OF THE AGED. WHILE THIS IS TRUE, 
THERE ARE, HOWEVER, EFFORTS BEING MADE TO INTE­
GRATE THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED IN ALL PHASES OF 
GERONTOLOGY AND TO PUT THEM INTO PRACTICE WITH 
THE CLIENT. THIS, OF COURSE, IS LARGELY POSSIBLE 
ONLY IN SETTINGS WHERE THE AGED RECEIVE MANY 
SERVICES (MEDICAL AND SOCIAL), AND WHERE THE 
RESEARCHER HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE AND 
WORK WITH THE TOTAL PERSONALITY AS WELL AS THE 
TOTAL ENVIRONMENT: THE WORKER AND THE ASSO­
CIATES, AS WELL AS THE FAMILIES OF THE CLIENTS. 

EACH OF THE TEN CHAPTERS OF POLLAK'S BOOK 
PRESENTS SO MUCH THOROUGH AND PERTINENT MA­
TERIAL THAT IT IS HOPED IT WILL BE USED FOR STUDIES 
IN THESE VARIOUS AREAS. I WOULD JUST LIKE TO 
TOUCH UPON SOME OF THE MOST OUTSTANDING 
STATEMENTS. POLLAK POINTS TO A SITUATION IN OUR 
CULTURAL CONCEPT WHICH OBVIOUSLY PRODUCES CON­
FLICTS. A THOROUGH ALL-COMPRISING RESEARCH PROJ­
ECT SHOULD CLARIFY THIS AND THUS BRING ABOUT A 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO COPE WITH THIS 
PROBLEM. TO QUOTE DR. POLLAK: 

"OUR LEGAL SYSTEM AND MORAL PHILOSOPHY 
CONSIDER THE CARE OF THE AGED LARGELY A 
FAMILY RESPONSIBILITY. CHILDREN ARE SUP­
POSED TO ASSIST THEIR PARENTS IF THEY ARE 
NOT SELF-SUPPORTING AND TO FURNISH THEM 
WITH THE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS, CONTACTS, AND 

(3) PAGE 70 
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medical care which they need. But the 
transition of our culture from a rural 
to an urban way of life, the reduction in 
living space per family unit, the resulting 
shift from a three-generation to a two-
generation family system, and the increase 
in standards of living and care which are 
considered appropriate make the fulfillment 
of these traditional obligations increasingly 
difficult. A cultural lag seems to exist 
between our primarily urban way of life 
and our predominantly rural ethics; and 
this lag leads either to assumption by the 
young of duties which often become in­
creasingly arduous, or to refusal to assume 
them which results in social censure, feel­
ings of guilt and resentment." (4) 

Does the present trend in our culture indi­
cate an evolving change in this concept? Would 
such a study prove that the moral obligation 
of the child to care for his parent may vary 
with economic conditions, or is it an intrinsic 
or natural law? Would a change relieve the 
child of his feelings of guilt and could the 
aged parent accept such a change? Would it 
result in a more rational understanding of the 
responsibility for the care of the aged person 
and would it prevent the parent's feeling of 
rejection; and would it avoid reciprocal hos­
tilities and estrangement? 

These are some of the questions and conse­
quences which Dr. Pollak's statements provoke, 
and it should be highly interesting and valu­
able to learn what the findings of such a 
study would be. 

Dr. Pollak refers to another far-reaching ob­
servation which merits special discussion. He 
cites exploratory biographical studies and inter­
views which show that the majority of people 
who have a positive attitude toward their own 
aging, 

"regard it as a period of self-integration, 
of fulfillment in the sense that a task is 
brought to a close, a meaningful existence 
is being completed, and what they lived 
for and tried to be is being accomplished. 
If they think they have achieved their ob­
jectives and approve of them, they feel 
happiness in recollection, in the wisdom of 
their growing insight, and in seeing good 
results from their efforts in public or 
private life". (5) 

(4) Pages 3, 4 
(5) Page 64 

This is another most interesting statement to 
which, however, we feel Pollak's caution, re­
ferred to at the outset, should be applied, 
namely, that the observer should be with the 
subject almost continuously. It is true that 
there are some old people who feel this way. 
Our experience, however, indicates that the per­
centage is not very high. This does not mean, 
however, that the old person cannot be helped 
to see this way if the proper environment can 
be created. 

Dr. Pollak states that: "work, independence 
and freedom are among the highest social 
values in our culture" (6) and wherever the 
environment of the aged provides for work pos­
sibilities suitable to the aged, and where a 
spirit permeates this environment it is apt to 
promote independence and freedom. One may 
well find that a good percentage of intelligent 
old people regard their own aging as fulfillment 
of a meaningful existence. 

This problem leads us into Pollak's thoughts 
on "Old Age and Making a Living." The work 
experience of the aged during the war years 
has well demonstrated its beneficial effects on 
the attitudes of older persons so that society 
should feel its obligation to provide work pos­
sibilities in conformity with their capacities. 
Anyone who has observed an aged person being 
re-introduced to either his former trade, or to 
work previously performed, or to the acquisition 
of new skills that give him the opportunity of 
making a living, would agree that work represents 
a central factor in the emotional well being 
of the aged. The suggested studies of perform­
ance of older worker, frictions due to age dif­
ferentials in the work force, job stability of 
older workers, accidents risk of older workers, 
retention of skills in advanced age, and phys­
ical decline and acceptance of reduced wages, 
would be most interesting, and the findings very 
helpful in providing work possibilities either 
in industry or in Sheltered Workshops. It is 
obvious that this would call for community 
efforts and community planning to insure the 
cooperation of industry and all concerned. It 
also would mean a more flexible administration 
of public assistance. 

In a discussion of "Attitudes Toward Retire­
ment," Pollak mentions several types of older 
persons having either positive or negative feel­
ings toward retirement: (7) 

(6) Page 4 
(7) Page 117 
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"Group I: Workers who have been sepa­
rated from full-time work in their 
usual occupations (retired) and 
who either sought separation or 
have become reconciled to it; 

Group II: Workers who have been retired 
but who have not accepted the 
situation; 

Group III: Workers who are still employed 
full-time in their usual occupa­
tions but who would retire if 
financial and other circumstances 
permitted; 

Group IV: Workers who are still employed 
and who wish to remain so (i.e. 
have a negative attitude toward 
retirement) . Obviously the lower 
age limit employed in classifying 
workers according to this scheme 
may be arbitrarily determined." 

Dr. Pollak refers to the European custom of 
"Ausgedings or Altenteil" (equivalent to "lebtag 
or lebtig" which may be even more expressive 
in its meaning). It is an old tradition that the 
aging farmer turns his farm over to his oldest 
son in return for which this son is legally 
obligated to provide adequate care for his par­
ents during their remaining years. As con­
comitants to these problems Dr. Pollak points 
to the vital factors of health and educational 
needs. While in general great efforts towards 
meeting health needs are being made, the pro­
vision for educational and cultural aspects de­
serve greater attention 

If we analyse all questions which Dr. Pollak 
poses for examination and research we come 
to the conclusion that it is not altogether the 
older person but society that determines the 
type of life he may lead. The "Adjustment in 
Retirement" depends on how society will create 
the conditions under which the older person 
can retire. Dr. Pollak refers to the philosophi­
cal essay of Perry according to whom "the 
studies of old people have reached an all time 
low in that youth has no respect for their 
authority and wisdom." We may do well to 
seek the reasons for that in a rather general 
cultural trend in our society. We are inclined 
to think that these trends are the results of 
difficulties in carrying out the responsibility to 
care for parents. How well the older person 
can accept his retirement will depend on the 
extent to which society can change these condi­
tions and attitudes. JULIUS WEIL 

Montefiore Home, Cleveland. 

OLD ACE IN NEW YORK CITY, by Helen Hardy 
Brunot. Welfare Council, New York, 1947. 
128 pp. $1.00. 
Mrs. Brunot documents this study, done orig­

inally in 1943, with interesting and pertinent 
case histories and tables which prove her ob­
jectivity and accuracy. One feels the deep 
sympathy with which Mrs. Brunot presents the 
serious plight of the aged dependent upon pub­
lic or private facilities, as she expresses it: 

"It seems possible that present day 
society often produces, or at least speeds up, 
mental decline in the aged. Many of the 
aged persons whom the Bureau saw or knew 
about were almost constantly being sub­
jected to the attitude that they were too 
old to do useful work, too old to make their 
own decisions, too old to go out alone, too 
old to learn new ways. Thus the self-confi­
dence of the middle aged and old is daily 
undermined. It takes no profound knowl­
edge of human psychology to know that 
such experiences must eventually leave their 
mark." 

Many serious lacks and misconceptions inherent 
in the policies and administration of public 
and private agencies in the field of the aged 
at that time are pointed out. While in the 
meantime one has become aware of these prob­
lems, and concepts and attitudes have changed 
to a major extent, many of these inadequacies 
still exist not only in New York but through­
out the country. The need for long term care 
for the chronically ill—not only for the indi­
gent but also for the partially and non-indigent 
—is even more pressing today because of this 
changed attitude towards the aged problem. 
One has become aware of the necessity of ex­
tending case work service to recipients of public 
assistance seeking help with personal problems, 
of studying budgetary basis, determining finan­
cial needs, of administering specialized types of 
assistance needed by the aged, thus far undif­
ferentiated by public and private assistance, the 
validity of and need for psychiatric diagnosis 
and care of the aged. It is noteworthy to record 
Mrs. Brunot's vision: 

"for developing a program for bor­
derline cases" and ". . . the problem of 
care for the mildly senile is a fairly com-

The Jewish Social Page 558 Page 559 Service Quarterly 



BOOK REVIEWS 

MON ONE, BUT IS ONE UPON WHICH LITTLE COM­
MUNITY ATTENTION HAS YET BEEN FOCUSED." 

THIS PROBLEM IS ALMOST AT THE SAME STAGE AS IT 
WAS WHEN MRS. BRUNOT REPORTED THIS IN 1943 AND 
THUS FAR, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, ONLY ONE AGENCY 
HAS MADE PROVISIONS FOR THIS TYPE OF PATIENT 
WHERE HE CAN BE PROPERLY SUPERVISED AND TREATED 
WHEREVER TREATMENT IS FEASIBLE. THIS ARRANGE­
MENT WAS MADE AS DIRECT RESULT OF MRS. BRUNOT'S 
STATEMENT: 

"AS WAS TRUE IN CONNECTION WITH 
PROBLEMS OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED, THE 
MATTER OF LIVING ARRANGEMENTS WHICH WOULD 
PROVIDE SOME SECURITY AND PROTECTION FOR 
THE MENTALLY DISABLED WAS OFTEN THE ISSUE 
AMONG THE CASES KNOWN TO THE BUREAU. 
BOTH IN THE GROUP WITH MILD DETERIORATION 
AND AMONG THOSE PAROLED FROM STATE HOS­
PITALS THERE WAS EVIDENCE THAT THE ABSENCE 
OF SUCH FACILITIES OFTEN RESULTED IN PRO­
TRACTED NEGLECT OF THESE OLD PEOPLE." 

IT IS HOPED THAT A BETTER AWARENESS OF SUCH 
POSSIBILITIES WILL BE FOLLOWED UP BY PROVISIONS 
FOR SIMILAR ARRANGEMENTS. THE EXISTING APPRE­
HENSIONS AGAINST SUCH PROVISIONS IN THE INSTI­
TUTION FOR THE AGED ARE NOT BORNE OUT IN OUR 
EXPERIENCE. AS EARLIER INDICATED SOME OF THE 
FINDINGS BY NOW HAVE RECEIVED CLARIFICATION AND 
ARE BEING APPROACHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING. FOR INSTANCE, AS DR. 
DEARDORFF REFERS TO: "OLD AGE" OR "SENILITY": 

"OLD AGE" OR "SENILITY" IS NO LONGER 
ADEQUATE AS A DIAGNOSIS EITHER OF PHYSICAL 
ILLS OR OF SOCIAL MALADJUSTMENTS. MORE 
SPECIFIC DESCRIPTIONS ARE NECESSARY. A KEENER 
APPRECIATION THAT ADVANCING YEARS DO NOT 
CREATE IN ALL PERSONS A SIMILAR STATE OF MIND 
OR THE SAME DEGREE OF MODIFICATION OF PER­
SONAL CAPACITIES IS ESSENTIAL TO A REAL UNDER­
STANDING OF THE ACTUAL HARDSHIPS OF OLD 
PEOPLE AND MUST NECESSARILY UNDERLIE ANY IN­
TELLIGENT PROGRAM IN THEIR BEHALF. MORE­
OVER, UNTIL THESE MATTERS ARE CLEARED UP, 
IT WOULD BE BOTH VERY DIFFICULT AND EVEN 
DANGEROUS TO ATTEMPT A FAR-FLUNG MEASURE­
MENT OF NEED. 

BY "OLD AGE" WE MEAN THE NORMAL PROCESS OF 
GROWING OLD OR SENESCENCE, WHILE "SENILITY" IS 
A DEVIATION FROM THE PROCESS OF SENESCENCE. LIKE­
WISE IT IS KNOWN THAT DEPENDENCY IN OLD AGE 
IS IN NO WAY DIFFERENT FROM DEPENDENCY IN ANY 
PHASE OF LIFE, AND THAT THE DEGREE OF ADJUST­

MENT TO OLD AGE DEPENDS UPON PREVIOUS PHASES 
OF LIFE. MRS. BRUNOT'S AWARENESS THAT THE AGED'S 
"QUESTION OF WHERE TO LIVE WAS USUALLY ASSO­
CIATED WITH SOME OTHER PROBLEM" (PAGE 16) HAS 
BEEN BORNE OUT BY A LATER STUDY OF JUST THIS 
PROBLEM AND IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED. ONE OF 
THE POINTS MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR BY MRS. 
BRUNOT IS THE DESPERATE NEED FOR TRAINED WORKERS 
IN THE FIELD OF THE AGED. IT IS GRATIFYING TO NOTE 
THAT NEW YORK AND CLEVELAND HAVE STARTED PRO­
GRAMS WHICH WILL CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS THE SOLU­
TION OF THIS PROBLEM. 

IN EVALUATING MRS. BRUNOT'S REPORT ONE HAS 
TO RECOGNIZE ITS HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. MRS. 
BRUNOT WAS ONE OF THE FEW PIONEERS WHO HELPED 
IN "REDEEMING THE AGED FROM THEIR SHELVES AND 
IN SWEEPING OFF THE COBWEBS." IN OTHER WORDS 
IT WAS TO A GREAT DEGREE DUE TO HER EFFORTS THAT 
SOCIOLOGISTS, CASE WORKERS, PSYCHIATRISTS AND PHY­
SICIANS BECAME AWARE THAT THERE IS A PROBLEM 
OF THE AGED. THE RESULTING STUDIES LED TO THE 
NEW CONCEPT THAT THE AGED ARE INDIVIDUALS WHO 
HAPPENED TO GROW OLD AND DESERVE THE SAME 
TREATMENT AS THE INDIVIDUALS OF YOUNGER AGE 
GROUPS. IT IS TRUE THAT A NUMBER OF HER FIND­
INGS HAVE BECOME COMMON KNOWLEDGE AND ARE 
SCIENTIFICALLY DEEPENED AND EXECUTED IN PRACTICE, 
BUT WHEN THIS REPORT WAS MADE AVAILABLE IN 
1943 IT BECAME A MOST VALUABLE EDUCATIONAL 
TOOL. IT WAS ONE OF THE FEW STUDIES THAT HELPED 
THE PRACTITIONER IN THE SETTING UP OF PROGRESSIVE 
SERVICES IN THE CARE OF THE AGED. THE SUMMARY 
OBSERVATIONS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
FORMED A SOUND BASIS NOT ONLY FOR COMMUNITY 
PLANNING BUT ALSO FOR INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS. 

JULIUS WEIL 
MONTEFIORE HOME, CLEVELAND. 

Brief Comments on Books Received. 
William Posner, Editor 

CHILD OFFENDERS, BY HARRIET GOLDBERG. GRUNE 
AND STRATTON, NEW YORK, 1948. 2 1 5 P P . $4.00. 

THIS BOOK ON JUVENILE DELINQUENCY DIFFERS 
SOMEWHAT FROM OTHERS IN THAT IT ENDEAVORS TO 
PORTRAY THE BEHAVIOR PATTERNS OF CHILDREN WHOSE 
FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH THE LAW IS THROUGH TRUANCY 
OR MISCONDUCT IN SCHOOL. THE AUTHOR STATES 
THAT INASMUCH AS MOST CRIMINAL CAREERS BEGIN 
WITH HABITUAL TRUANCY THIS FACTOR OFFERS A VALU­
ABLE FIELD FOR INVESTIGATION. 

DR. GOLDBERG PRESENTS CASE MATERIAL, CITING 
VARIOUS TYPES OF CHILDREN SUCH AS THOSE WHO ARE 
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MENTALLY RETARDED, EMOTIONALLY UNSTABLE, NEUROT­
ICS, PSYCHOPATHIC PERSONALITIES, PHYSICALLY ILL, AND 
SOCIALLY HANDICAPPED. 

DR. GOLDBERG STRESSES THE FACT THAT HELP TO 
DELINQUENT CHILDREN IS THE JOB OF THE TOTAL 
COMMUNITY, NOT THE SCHOOL ALONE. THE COURT, 
POLICE, RECREATION CENTER, SOCIAL AGENCY—ALL MUST 
USE THEIR TECHNIQUES TO HELP CHILDREN AND FAMI­
LIES. T O DO A GOOD AND EFFECTIVE JOB, THE 
AUTHOR FEELS, AGENCIES SHOULD BE MORE FLEXIBLE 
IN THEIR INTAKE POLICIES SO THAT ALL TYPES OF 
PEOPLE MAY GET THE HELP THEY NEED. 

ESSAYS IN JEWISH BIOGRAPHY, BY ALEXANDER 
MARX. THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA, 1948. 298 PP. $3.00. 

T O PERSONS INTERESTED IN JEWISH HISTORY, PRO­
FESSOR MARX IS BEST KNOWN AS THE CO-AUTHOR WITH 
THE LATE PROFESSOR MARGOHS OF THE POPULAR 
VOLUME A History of the Jewish People. AS 
DIRECTOR OF THE LIBRARY OF THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY OF AMERICA, HE HAS DONE MUCH TO 
MAKE IT ONE OF THE GREATEST INSTITUTIONS OF ITS 
KIND. 

IN THE PRESENT VOLUME, DR. MARX PRESENTS 
TWELVE BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAYS OF A LIKE NUMBER OF 
JEWISH PERSONALITIES WHO MADE THEIR MARK ON 
JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP AND JEWISH LIVING. BEGINNING 
WITH SAADIA GAON, WHO LIVED IN THE TENTH CEN­
TURY, HE DISCUSSES ALSO THE GREAT RASHI AND 
MAIMONIDES. AMONG THE GIANTS OF THE NINE­
TEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES, DR. MARX WRITES 
ABOUT MORITZ STEINSCHNEIDER, THE GREAT BIBLIOG­
RAPHER, SOLOMON SCHECHTER, AND ISRAEL FRIED­
LANDER. 

W E ARE INDEBTED TO PROFESSOR MARX FOR GIVING 
US THIS INTERESTING VOLUME AND MAKING AVAILABLE 
TO LAY READERS THE LIFE AND TIMES OF GREAT PER­
SONALITIES KNOWN FORMERLY TO SCHOLARS ALONE. 

GROUP EXPERIFNCE AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES, BY 
GRACE L. COYLE. THE WOMAN'S PRESS, NEW 
YORK, 1947. 185 PP. $2.75. 

MANY SOCIAL AND GROUP WORKERS WILL BE IN­
TERESTED IN THIS LITTLE VOLUME BY DR. COYLE. MOST 
OF THE PAPERS IN THE BOOK WERE PREVIOUSLY PUB­
LISHED IN VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS. DR. 
COYLE HAS GATHERED THEM TOGETHER FOR THE PUR­
POSE OF PRESENTING HER PHILOSOPHY, DEVELOPED OVER 
A PERIOD OF MANY YEARS AS A GROUP WORKER AND 
SOCIAL AGENCY EXECUTIVE. 

DR. COYLE STRESSES HERE THE RELATIONSHIP BE­
TWEEN "TOOLS AND GOALS." TECHNIQUES ARE IM­
PORTANT BUT THEY HAVE TO BE SEEN IN RELATION 

TO THE DEMOCRATIC GOALS WE SET OUT TO ACCOMPLISH. 
DISCUSSED ALSO ARE THE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD 
MEMBER, THE PROFESSIONAL AND THE EXECUTIVE DI­
RECTOR ON THE JOB. THERE IS PARTICULAR EMPHASIS 
ON THE PROFESSIONAL PERSON'S NEED TO BE INVOLVED 
IN SOCIAL ACTION BOTH AS A CITIZEN AND PROFESSIONAL. 

HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY, BY HARRY ELMER BARNES. 
PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY, NEW YORK, 1948. 186 
P P . $3.00. 

DR. BARNES TRACES IN THIS BOOK THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THEORIES CONCERNING SOCIAL ORIGINS AND SOCIAL 
EVOLUTION FROM ORIENTAL TIMES TO THE PRESENT. 
HISTORICAL SOCIOLOGY IS DEFINED AS AN EFFORT "TO 
ACCOUNT FOR THE ORIGINS OF ASSOCIATED LIFE AMONG 
HUMAN BEINGS." IT TRACES THE ORIGINS AND DE­
VELOPMENT OF ALL FORMS OF SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 
AND STRUCTURE. IT IS NOT CONCERNED MERELY WITH 
THE CONCRETE AND DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNTS OF HUMAN 
LIVING BUT RATHER WITH THE DYNAMICS OF CHANGE 
AND DEVELOPMENT FROM EARLY FORMS OF ORGANIZA­
TION TO OUR OWN DAY. 

ISSUES IN JEWISH EDUCATION, BY LOUIS KATZOFF. 
BLOCH PUBLISHING CO., NEW YORK, 1949. 192 P P . 
$3.50. 

THIS BOOK HAS AS ITS SUBTITLE "A STUDY OF THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF THE CONSERVATIVE CONGREGATIONAL 
SCHOOL." TO THIS REVIEWER, NOT A PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATOR, THIS VOLUME IS ONE OF THE MOST EN­
LIGHTENING THAT HAS COME HIS WAY IN A LONG 
TIME. FOR HERE IS AN ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE THE 
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE CONSERVATIVE GROUP 
IN AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE. A HIGHLY SKILLED RE­
SEARCH STUDY, DR. KATZOFF HAS IN THIS EFFORT CON­
CENTRATED NOT ONLY IN ARRIVING AT LIKENESSES AND 
DIFFERENCES IN THE CURRICULA OF THE VARIOUS SCHOOLS 
STUDIED, BUT HAS ALSO ASCERTAINED THE ATTITUDES 
AND THINKING OF TEACHERS, PRINCIPALS, AND RABBIS, 
TO BASIC ASPECTS OF JEWISH LIVING AS REFLECTED IN 
THE VARIOUS SUBJECTS TAUGHT AS WELL AS IN THE 
EDUCATIONAL METHOD USED BY THE SCHOOLS. 

WHAT IS MOST INTERESTING AND PERHAPS DISTURB­
ING IS THE LACK OF COORDINATED THINKING IN SOME 
INSTANCES EVEN WITHIN THE SAME SCHOOL BETWEEN 
RABBI, PRINCIPAL AND TEACHER. ALTHOUGH THERE 
IS EVIDENCE THAT THE CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL IN­
CULCATES THE VALUE AND PRIMACY OF THE SYNAGOGUE 
IN JEWISH LIFE AND HENCE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
RELIGIOUS VALUES, THERE IS ALSO EVIDENCE OF THE 
LACK OF STANDARDIZED CURRICULA AND INCOMPETENT 
PERSONNEL. 

DR. KATZOFF'S OBJECTIVITY IN PRESENTING THE RE­
SULTS OF THIS STUDY ARE HIGHLY COMMENDABLE. 
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ONE WISHES, HOWEVER, THAT THE AUTHOR HAD PRE­
SENTED ALSO RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
BY EDUCATORS AND LAY LEADERS. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY CAN VERY 
WELL SERVE AS A "WORD TO THE WISE." THIS, BY FAR, 
IS THE GREATEST VALUE OF THIS BOOK AND THE AUTHOR 
SHOULD BE COMMENDED BOTH FOR UNDERTAKING 
THE PROJECT AND BRINGING IT TO THE ATTENTION OF 
A WIDER PUBLIC. 

A MORE EXTENSIVE REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF 

THIS BOOK WILL APPEAR IN AN EARLY ISSUE OF THE 

QUARTERLY. 

MENTAL HEALTH IN MODERN SOCIETY, BY THOMAS 
A. C. RENNIE AND LUTHER E. WOODWARD. THE 
COMMONWEALTH FUND, NEW YORK, 1948. 4 2 4 PP. 
$ 4 . 0 0 . 

IN THIS BOOK DRS. RENNIE AND WOODWARD GIVE 
A VERY INTERESTING REVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
PSYCHIATRY AND THE MENTAL HYGIENE APPROACH IN 
THE ARMED FORCES DURING WORLD WAR II. 

FROM THIS THEY GO ON TO A DISCUSSION OF THE 
"SOURCES OF HELP IN TREATMENT AND PREVENTION." 
CONSIDERING IN TURN THE CONTRIBUTION TO MENTAL 
AND EMOTIONAL HEALTH OF THE PRACTICING PHYSICIAN, 
THE SOCIAL WORKER, THE PSYCHOLOGIST, THE MINISTER, 
INDUSTRY, ETC. 

THE VOLUME IS FINALLY SUMMARIZED BY THE AU-
THOIS IN STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE OF EMOTIONAL 
MATURITY, ECONOMIC SECURITY, AND INTERRACIAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING AS IMPORTANT FAC­
TORS IN MENTAL HEALTH. 

THIS BOOK SHOULD BE OF PARTICULAR VALUE TO ALL 
PERSONS PROFESSIONALLY ENGAGED IN HELPING PEOPLE. 

PASSOVER: ITS HISTORY AND TRADITIONS, BY 
THEODOR H . CASTER. HENRY SCHUMAN, NEW 
YORK, 1949. 102 PP. $2 .50. 

THIS SMALL VOLUME BY DR. GASTER IS MOST IN­
TERESTING IN THAT IT INTERPRETS THE HOLIDAY OF 
PASSOVER AND ITS CUSTOMS IN THE LIGHT OF MODERN 
RESEARCH AS WELL AS IN ITS TRADITIONAL ASPECTS. HE 
TRACES THE ORIGIN OF THE HOLIDAY AS A FEAST WHICH 
WAS M EXISTENCE LONG BEFORE THE ISRAELITES LEFT 
EGYPT. HE POINTS TO THE FAMILIAR CUSTOMS AND 
CEREMONIES OF PASSOVER AS HAVING BEEN PRACTICED 
BY OTHER PEOPLES AND SOCIETIES IN ANCIENT TIMES. 
AMONG THE ELEMENTS HE DEALS WITH ARE: THE 
SEDER, THE HAGGADAH, THE UNLEAVENED BREAD, THE 
BITTER HERBS, ETC. 

ALTHOUGH SCHOLARLY, THE BOOK IS SIMPLY WRITTEN 
AND WILL BE OF INTEREST TO INFORMED PERSONS. 

PEDIATRICS AND THE EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF THE 
CHILD, EDITED BY HELEN L. WITMER. THE COM­
MONWEALTH FUND, NEW YORK, 1948. 180 P P 
$1.50. 

THIS BOOK IS THE REPORT OF A CONFERENCE HELD 
AT HERSHEY, PA., IN MARCH 1947, AT WHICH WERE 
PRESENT 4 4 PEDIATRICIANS, PSYCHIATRISTS AND SOCIAL 
WORKERS. THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE, SPON­
SORED BY THE COMMONWEALTH FUND, WAS TO DIS­
CUSS BOTH THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF APPROACHES 
TO COMPREHENSIVE PEDIATRICS, OR WHAT MIGHT BE 
CALLED PSYCHIATRICALLY ORIENTED PEDIATRICS. 

THE MEETING DISCUSSED SUCH SUBJECTS AS "WHAT 
HAVE WE LEARNED ABOUT EMOTIONAL GROWTH AND 
DEVELOPMENT?" "WHAT CAN THE PEDIATRICIAN IN 
PRACTICE DO IN THE FIELD OF MENTAL HEALTH?" 
"WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS IN PEDIATRIC TEACHING 
AND TRAINING TOWARD BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE EMOTIONAL LIFE OF THE CHILD?" 

THERE SEEMED TO BE REAL RECOGNITION ON THE 
PART OF THE PEDIATRICIAN OF THE NEED FOR HELPING 
THE WHOLE CHILD AND THE IMPORTANCE OF EMOTIONS 
AND FEELINGS. THERE WAS ALSO THE COROLLARY UN­
DERSTANDING THAT SOCIAL WORKERS CAN BE HELPFUL 
IN A HOSPITAL SETTING IN MAKING THE HELP TAKE 
ON MEANING FOR THE CHILD AND HIS FAMILY. 

PROBLEMS OF CHILD DELINQUENCY, BY MAUD A. 
MERRILL. HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO., NEW YORK, 
1947. 4 0 3 PP. $3.50. 

THE AUTHOR OF THIS BOOK PRESENTS SOME OF THE 
PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN WHO PASS THROUGH THE 
JUVENILE COURTS. THE MATERIAL IS BASED ON A 
STUDY OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF BOTH DELINQUENT 
AND NON-DELINQUENT CHILDREN FOR PURPOSES OF 
COMPARISON AND CONTRAST. 

THE UNDERLYING VIEW EXPRESSED IN THIS BOOK 
IS THAT DELINQUENT BEHAVIOR CAN BE UNDERSTOOD 
ONLY IN LIGHT OF THE NEEDS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
CHILD AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH THESE NEEDS HAVE 
BEEN MET OR SATISFIED. THIS VIEW WILL, OF COURSE, 
MEET WITH AGREEMENT FROM SOCIAL WORKERS WHOSE 
APPROACH TO THE DELINQUENT AS AN INDIVIDUAL HAS 
BEEN CHARACTERISTIC OF THEIR THINKING AND PRAC­
TICE FOR MANY YEARS. 

THE PURIM ANTHOLOGY, BY PHILIP GOODMAN. 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 

'949- 525 PP- U-oo. 

THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY HAS BEEN PER­
FORMING A GREAT SERVICE IN PUBLISHING, IN RECENT 
YEARS, VARIOUS ANTHOLOGIES IN ITS HOLIDAY SERIES. 
THE BOOKS ON HANUKKAH AND SABBATH HAVE HAD 
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WIDE APPEAL. NOW COMES THE PURIM ANTHOLOGY, 

BY PHILIP GOODMAN. THERE IS A CHAPTER ON THE 
ORIGIN OF PURIM BY THE NOTED HISTORIAN, SOLOMON 
GRAYZEL. A SECOND CHAPTER, ON "SPECIAL PURIMS," 
DESCRIBES VARIOUS HISTORICAL EPISODES IN LATER DAYS, 
WHEN SPECIAL PURIMS WERE INSTITUTED TO COM­
MEMORATE THE ESCAPE FROM DANGER OF THE JEWS 
OF THOSE TIMES. 

THERE ARE OTHER CHAPTERS ON "PURIM, IN JEWISH 
LAW," "PURIM IN THE SHORT STORY," "PURIM IN 
POETRY," "PURIM IN MUSIC," ETC. THERE IS ALSO 
IN THE BOOK A MUSIC SUPPLEMENT WHICH GIVES 
PURIM SONGS IN ENGLISH, YIDDISH, AND HEBREW. 

THIS IS INDEED A WORTHY AND VALUABLE VOLUME. 
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