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Wagner Today, the student blog of NYU Wagner, provides a useful summary of
yesterday's BJPA roundtable ("Resisting Re-ghettoization: From Without and Within")
with journalist Yossi Klein Halevi:
The great post-Holocaust achievements were power and integration into the
world community (and for American Jewry, the public space). Now both
those achievements are under assault -- from without and from within. The
legitimacy of Jewish power is questioned not only by the UN Human Rights
Council, but also by increasing numbers of Jews. The integration of Jews
into the world community is also under assault from without and within -the diplomatic ghettoization of Israel, the growing power of the haredim
and the religious right in Israel.
He emphasized that we need to re-commit the American Jewish-Israeli
relationship to reaffirming Jewish power and the Jewish place in the
community of nations. This means resisting the demonization from without
-- and strengthening Jewish pluralism, especially religious pluralism in Israel.
Click here for their full summary, with a few pictures.
Tablet Magazine also covered the event.
Here came, for me, the most useful part of the conversation, because I got
to see, in Halevi, something I had heretofore only read about: The
widespread Israeli understanding of the 2005 unilateral withdrawal from all
the Gaza settlements and a few in the West Bank as a complete disaster,
which must never be repeated. “I don’t want Netanyahu to give anything
away for free,” Halevi insisted, his voice carrying a harsh undercurrent for
the only time that afternoon. The problem with extending the freeze for
nothing in return, he said, is that the last time the settlements were put on
hold—indeed, they were eliminated—in exchange for nothing, there were
rockets; and then there was an attempt to stop the rockets; and then there
was a near-total absence of international support for stopping the rockets;
and then there was the Goldstone Report.
Read Marc Tracy's excellent overview of and commentary on the roundtable: Resisting
‘Re-Ghettoization’

