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We were proud to announce in our June newsletter that we've just added 12 master's
theses by HUC-JIR School of Jewish Communal Service students to our offerings.
Education in Jewish communal service has come a long way - as it turns out, the
history of Jewish communal service education is full of people worried about the
efficacy of social work training and whether and how it can properly prepare Jewish
students to serve the needs of Jewish communities - in some cases, even whether
Jewish students can be enticed into training to serve Jewish communities. Now that
we have successful, effective, and selective educational programs where students
learn both clinical and research skills, it would be a shame for this work to go unread
and unused. Titles include
Integrating the Millenial Generation: A Study of Young Professionals in the
Jewish Nonprofit Sector
The Jewish Safety Net Responds to the Economic Crisis: A Case Study of
Greater Los Angeles
Mitzvah Bar: A New Model for the Young Adult Jewish Community.
Here are some of the steps along the way of how we got here:
In 1949, Walter Lurie surveyed the six national training programs in existence (Yeshiva
University, the Jewish Theological Seminary, the Hebrew Union College- Jewish
Institute of Religion, Dropsie College, the National Jewish Welfare Board, and the
Training Bureau for Jewish Communal Service) and wondered "what justification is
there to speak of a "Jewish communal service" as a professional field of work? And
second, what is the Jewish component in Jewish communal service?" (Present
Programs of Training for Jewish Communal Service) .
In the late 50s, they worried about how to persuade seduce college students out of the
general social work field and into Jewish social work (Do It Yourself! -- The Challenge
of Recruitment: A Responsibility and Opportunity for the Profession) .
In 1972, Samuel Silberman again argued that Jewish communal work must better
define itself as a field (Jewish Communal Service - The Shaping of a Profession). A
1975 article somewhat puzzlingly uses the word 'new' to describe this profession: "The
Jewish B.A. Social Worker: A New Professional For Jewish Communal Services". It
studies the demographics of Jewish social workers and bemoans how few of them
actually have degrees. Education for Social Work Practice in Jewish Communal
Service studied the question of how to formulate a proper post-secondary curriculum
for Jewish social work.
And coming more or less full circle, a 1998 article looks back on the transformation and
evolution of Jewish social work education (at one school) since 1969: The
Transformation of Jewish Social Work: Bernard Reisman and the Hornstein Program
at Brandeis University.

