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MINUTES

"fﬂaﬂbeting of the Commlsslon on’ European Jewrsh Cu tural S
. Reconstruction, held on TWednesday, dJune l._-in _he offloeiv*f
*]Of the Conference on Jew1sh Relatlons._ . SR T

'*4_Pm%mw o R RETRE
: Salo Wa Baron, Cnalrman Prof. Mlohael
._eDr. Arendt _ Prof. Pinson *
- Dr. Jdoshua Bloqh L J,* Dr. Weinreich
o vMr, Finkel - “Dr, Weinrydb L
- Prof. Freimann ~ -~ . Dr. Wischnitzer
j_pDr. Kober' S R LiMrs.. isohnltzer i
A.Prof. Alexander Marx Im. Ierael B Cnrpyln,gff

“:'pThe meetlng came to ordor at 4 15 P M.- o

}d}fProf PlnSOn was eleoted to serVe as the Secretary of theji?f;ﬁﬁﬁ
*ijommlss1on. - o _ S T i

o -ﬁProf. Baron presented a. statement of the progress of the
“Hngommlssron and reported the follow1ng ' .

_p.i*fThe Commlssion has reoelved an approPrlatron of $2 000
. from the Joint Distribution Committee for the employment of
a_gjfresearch fellews. In addition the JDe promlsed the aid of =
- their. personnel’ abroad’ and also offered to help secure the:]_gu_
";,oooperatlon of the “UNNRA, o : _ R

.J-j;Prof Baron presented Dr. Hannah Arendt, who had been apwﬂfL'"
':quointed to a full time research fellowship to supervise the
o research staff of the Commission and o take personal oharge
. of matters pertaining. to Western Europe; Dr. Adolph Kober.
2. had been appointed part=time fellow for mattors pertarnlng to o
jQpCentral Burope. Prof. Michael moved that both app01ntments S
:7_be ratlfled the motlon was. oarrled : ; e

'fefThe Chalrman then outllned the immedlate problems to be taken
"rup by the Comm1s51on to be.¢_; ' B

[ l) The enlargement of the membershlp ‘of the Comm1ss1on L

o --2) The setting up of three sub conmlttees to carry on the__,;7y¢:,
"7,.work of the Commission, . i

w . a) Research: Commlttee, to superv1se ‘the work of the

o fellows. '

b)) Committee on Gooperatlon “t0 establlsh and malntaln

oo ooopontacts. with other agencies engaged in such work.._-;hg;”

" .¢) . Legal Committce, to study the legal. aspects of Jewish -
ﬂ-:Lfreparatlons olalms for cultural reoonstructlon. .v" R

*';The Chairman further reported that contacts have . already been_f*
:p;f]establlshed with & similar committee in: Jerusalem, ‘at the.

. Hebrew. Un1vers1ty, and with a committee in London, headed by -
.t DryCeeil Roth. ‘Throughout all. negotiations with: other. organ—:;
}:}]1zatlons, Prof. Baron reported,: the non—partlsan and. soholarly;,
o character of this Commission has been maintained and it has e
'*q“been recognlzed as. sueh. SO T e e HRE




Dr, Arendt presented a report of the following work under
way by the fellows:

1) A 1list of Buropean libraries for which cataloguess
are avallable. o
2) A list of Jewlsh periodicals in Western and Central
Burops . ' _
—3) A clipping department. For this work the American Jeswlsh
. Committee's Library has promised its help.
‘ 4) A roster o f peraons formerly connected with Jewish in-
s titutions in “urope in ccoperation with various Landsman-
schaften and other organizations of European Jews It the U.S.
5T Ouestionnaires have been drafted that are being sent out
to these organizations. '
6) Contacts have been established snd some measure of coop-
eration already established with:
a) American Jewish Committee
b) American Jewish Congross
¢) National Refugee Service
d) Foderation of Central Zuropca n Jows
~8) Refugee Commlttes of Geneva

Dr, Wischnitzer moved that the Chairman be empowered to
appoint the three committoos suggested in Prof. Baron's report.

Prof. Pinson moved an amcndment to add a fourth committee to
consider the Jowish aspccts of general re-oducation programs
on the Europecan continont. ‘

The motion was carricd as amonded.

The Chairman reported that Prof. Kallen had agrecd to serve
as chairman of the Committcs on Cooporation. To the Research
Committce ho deslgnated Prof. Marx as chalrman, and Dr
Wischnitzor as secrctary, with Prof. Froimann, Dr. Welnroich,
Dr. Woinryb and Dr. Bloch as additiconal mcmbers.

Thoe following were namod to tho Logal Committoc:
Prof. Michael, Chairman, Prof. Maurice Finkelsteln, FProf.
Lasagrson,

Thore boing no further business, the mecting was adjourncd

Rospoctfully submittod,

Koppcl 5. Pinson
Scerctary




JENISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors
| Aldine Club, 200 Fifth Ave, New York

June 17, 1947,

Present: Salo W. Baron, Wolf Blattberg, Michasl Fried- .
laender, Max Gruenewald, Bugene 'Hevesi, Arthur
Liverhant, Jeroms Michael, Ahron Opher, Israel
Rappoport, David Rosensteln, ILeo W, Schwar:z
and Herbert Strauss.

The meeting was called to order by Professor Michael at
4:40 Pa I‘&-

Minutes of the previous meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Jewlsh Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. were accepted
ag rasad.,.

The secretary was given official copies of the Incorporation
Certificate and the revised by-lawg. ‘

It was suggested by the American Friends of the Hebrew Univ-
ersity that Mr. M. Flnkel be replaced by Mr. Leo W. Schwarz.

s .
Professor Baron resported on his letter to Jerusalem concerning
the representation of ths Hebrew University.

A mbtion was made to replace Mr. Pinkel by Mr. Schwarz.
~Motion adopted. .

Prof. Michael discussed the temporary substitution of direct-
ors and pointed out that directors must act in person and
that substitution is illegal.

Prof, Baron suggested that an increase be made in the number
of directors and a decrease in the quorum to 1/5 of the
directors, Messrs. B lattberg and Rappoport agresd with this
proposal. Prof. Michael moved that the by-laws be changed

to read "1/5 of the members, not less than six,"

Prof's Baron and Mr. Gruenewald discussed this proposal from
the standpoint of the Council for the Rights of Jews from
Germany.

Prof, Michael's motion was seconded:s that an amendment be
submitted to the next meeting of the members of the JewisH
Cultural Reconstruction, ‘Inc. to the effect that the number

of directors be increased and that the quorum of the directors:
be decreased to 1/5, not less than six. Motion carried.

Prof. Baron reported on J.D.C.'s agreement to join the Jow-
i1sh Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. and on the J.C.R. invita-
tion extended to the British Board of Deputies to join.




Prof, Baron reported on negotiations with the Joint and with
the Jewish Agonecy on the question of budget. Money from public
funds are necessary as J.C.R. Inc. does not envisage any reim-
bursement., Distribution in kind is planned policy. Profs.,
Baron and Michael and Mr. Rosenstsin met with Joint and Agency
Spokesmen and outlined a budget of $12,000 (six months basis),
sking Joint and Agency to grant this sum,

Profs. Michael and Baron reported on a planned mission to Ger-
may, stating that the mission will include 1) exocutive dir-
ector and 2) scholars, :

Prof. Michael moved that the officers or the Corperation be

authorized to undertake necessary busire ss as dealing with
the State Department, the German mission, ete. Motion carried.

Prof . Baron reported on the Hebrew Unlversity's request for
$10,000 shipping expenses for ownsrless bocks now in Czecho-
slovakia . The budget of the J.C.R., however, does not include
shipping costs,

For two yesars the Commission on Jewlsh Cultural Reconstruction
Prepared the way and is continuing its gservices,

Dr. Schwarz reported on the European situation and stressed the
nesd for quick action. He suggaested that other organizations
contribute towards expenses., .

Prof. Baron reported on the Commission on European Jewish
Cultural Reconstruction. '

Mr. Hevesi suggested selling part of the ownerless Property,
such as duplicatss, in ordor to moct budgetary needs, :

Prof. HMichasel moved the formation of an executive committee of
scven members in accordance with the seven members ofthe
Corporation. Preof., Baren Suggested an executive committee
composed of thoso willing to work.Dr. Hevesi sSuggested that
organizations be considercd in the.selection of its members.

Prof. Michael suggested the formation of an interim executive
committec of six members until the next meeting of the members
of the Board, these Lo bs nominated by the Chairman of “the
Board. Approved.

Prof. Michael discussed the representation of J.G.R. Inc. on
the Board of the Jawish Recons truction Commission. Profs.
Michael and Baron and D, Federbusch were nominated ot the
last meeting of the Commission, Prof. Baron Suggested Profs,
Michael, Wechsler and Baron. Ko declsion was reachsd,

Mr. Rappoport suggested that the Allience Israslite Universelle
" bo invited to join the +CeReIne,

Prof. Baron reported on the London Committee affiliated with,
the Jewish Historical Soclety of England and suggested the form-
ation of a subcommittee on applications,

The mueting adjourned at 6:10 P.M,



JEWISH CULTUBAL RECONS TRUC TL.ON, INC.

Hinutes of a Special Mesting of the Board of Directors

Pursuant to a notice dated Cotober 1, 1947, a copy of
wnich precedes the Minutes of this meeting, “EPeclal meeting
of the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction,
Inc., was held on Tuesday evening, October 7, 1947, at the
office of the American Jewish Conference at 521 Pifth Avenue,
New York City.  The Tollowing directors were present at the
meeting:; Messrs., Salo W. Baron, Max Gruenewald, David Rosen-
steln, Leo ¥. Schwarz and Jerome Michael, Tiere were also
bresent Messrs. Wolf Blattberg, Maurice Halpern, Milton JHimmel-
farb and Joshua Starp.

Mr. Michael, the chairman of the Board of Directors,
acted as chairman of the meeting and Mr. Starr acted as sscre-
tary of the meeting. :

A quorum of the Board belng present, the chairman called
the meeting to order at 8:30 P. m.

The minutes of the last precdeding speeial mesting of the
Board of Directors held on June 17, 1947, having been previous-
1y circulated among the directors, on motion duly mads and
seconded, the reading of the minutes of that moeting was dig-
pensed with and they were approved as circulated.

At the chairman's request, Dr. Baron, the bresident of
the Corporation, reported on the activities of the Corporation
since the last meeting of the Board. : '

Dr. Baron first reported that, pursuant to the authoriza-
tion of the Board, the Lorporation had entered into a contract
with The Jewish Restitution Cormission whereby the Gorporation
was appointed The Jewilsh Hestitution Commission's agent in
relation to confiscated Jewlish cultural property, and he nre-
sented a copy of the agreement to the meeting,

On motion duly made and seconded, the making of the con-
tract betwssn this cerporaticn and The Jewish Aestitution Com-

mission and the contract 4tself were in all respects ratified
and approved.

Dr. Baron next reported that, pursuant to the terms of
the agreement beitween this Corporation and The Jewish festitu~
tion Comalssion, the Corporation had received a check for
$10,000 from the american Jewish Joint Distribution Committes
and tle Jewish apgency for Palestine to cover tie estims ted bud-.
get of this Corporation for the next six mori ths.

Dr. Baron then reported that ss the result of negotia-
tions cormductéd by Dr. Arthur bBergmann, acting on behalf of the
debrew University and this Corporation, the Council of Jewish
Communities of Bohemia and Moravia had, with the consent of the
Czechoslovakian government, delivered to Dr. vergmann, as the
representative of this Corporation, some fifty thousand boo¥s
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which during the war the CGemmans had sent to Theresienstadt to
be catalogued and whnich were s3lll in Czechoslovakia at the
cessation of hostllities in Europe. Dr. Baron stated that with
the aid of the Joint Mistribution Committee and the Jewish Ag-
ency theze books had been shipped to the Hebrew University

- pursuant.to an arrangement between the Unlversityand this Cor-
poratlion whereby the University is tohold them and to catalogue
and care for them as the azent of this Corporation nending a’
decision by this Corporation as to their ultimate disposition.
He sald that the bocks had already arrived in Jerusalem.

Mr., Schwarz, who in addition to being a director of this
Corporation is the Executive Director of the American Friends
of the Hebrew University, confirmed Dr. Baron's report rezard-
ing the arrangement between this Corporation and the Hebrew
University. '

Dr. Blattberg asked whether the necessary steps had
been taken to vest title to these books in the Corporation.
The chairman -answered that, as he understood it, the Czscho-
slovakian government had given the books to the Council of
Jewish Communities of Bohemia and Moravia which, as Dr. Baron
had stated, with the permission of the Czechoslovakian govern-
ment had delivered them to Dr. Bergmann as the agent of this
Corporation, for shipment to the Hebrew University.

Upon motion duly made and seconded the arrangements
made by thils Corporation with the Council of Jewish Communities
of Bohemia and Moravia and wih the Hebrew University were in
all respects ratified and confimed. ‘

AN :

Dr. Baron also reported that the Joint Distribution
Comnittes had nominated two pérsons to 8 erve as members of the
Board of Directors of this Corporation; that the Jewish Arency
nad not yet done sob eca use of the shsence of its offlcials
Juring a large part of the summer; and that the Board of deputies
of British Jews had accepted the invitation of this Corporation
to become one of its members. Upon motion duly made and second-
ed the Doard of Jéputies of British Jews was declared tobe a
member of this Corporation.

: Dr.. Baron finally reported thet he had made an arrange-
wmont with Dr. Joshua Starr to act as the Lxecutive Secretary of
this Corporation and, upon motion duly made and seconded, the
arrangement wgs ratified and comfirmed and Dr. Starr was ap-
pointed the Executive 3ecretary of the Corporation.

The chalrman presented to the meeting a dralt of a
letter to Hon. Charles E. 3altzman, Assistant Secretary of
State of the United States, requesting that this Corporation
be permitted to send a small mission into Germany and Austris
for the purposes of taking possession of e confiscated dewlsh
cultural property which the Office of Military Government of
the United States is at thistime willing to turn over to the
Corporation, of consulting with the United States authorities
wlth respect to other Jewish cultural property, and of negotia-
ting with the lawful owners of such property for the purchase
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or other acquisition thereof. ~ Upon motlon duly made and
seconded the officers of the Corporation were authorizaed to
transmit the letter to the 3tate Depsar tment.

The composition of the mission to be sent to Germany

-was ten discussed. It was agreed that Dr. Starr should he a
member of the misslon and Dr. Jacob Zuckerman and Mr.: Benspn
J. Bakd were suggested as possible merbers of the mission.

Mr, Schwarz eéxpressed the opinion that, in view of the limi ted
regources of the Corporation, the task of the mission should
be carefully defined. e empba51zed the urgency of removing
the books stored at Offenbach from Gernany in order to assure
their safety. e also emphasized the importance of including
in the mission some person famillar with the procedures of the
Cffice of Military Govemment and of the United States Forces
in Germany and Austria, and in tha connection he recoumended
that an effort be made to induce the Jolnt Distributlion Committee
to permit Mr, Joseph PFinlk to serve as a member of the misslon.
In the wsawme connection Mr. Hosenstein expressed the opinion
tha t lMr. Louis Jolinsky, tle Director of the Ort in Europe,
coald be very helpful to the mission. Dr. Blattberg suggested
the possibllity that qualllled Europeans could be found to aet
as menbers of the mission and it was agreed that the letter to
the State Department should be so warded as to provide for that
contingency, Mr., Rosenstein recommended that at first the
mission be composed of two persons and that the mission should
be enlarged from time to time if found to be necessary.

On motion duly made and seconded, Messrs. Baron, Michael
and Schwary were appointed a committee to select the personnel
of the proposed mission with power to act. R

On behalf of the American Jewish Committes Mr. Himmel-
farb transmitted a plan presented to Judge Proskauer by Dr.
Sclomon B. Freehof for financing the work of *-: Corporation.
Dr. Freshof proposed that such boolks as the Corporation may
recover should be brought to the United States and hers sold
on the understanding that the purchasers would give them to
designated institutions. After considerable discussion it was
agreed that the president of the Corporation-should advise Dr,
Freshof that no decision regarding the ultima te dlSpOSltlon
of recovered books could be made untll policles governing
their disposition were formulated after consultatlon Wlth the
directors of The Jewish Restitution Commission, but that in-
the meantime effective measures would be tacen to safsguard the
books, ' :

Discussion ensued of the proposal of Mr. Gruenewald
that German Judaica be sent to the Tnited States to create a
library to meet the needs and interests of German Jews now liv-
ing in this country. Nr.Gfuenewald was of the opinion that
this would elicit financial support for the work of the Cor-
poration.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following
resclutions were unanimously adopted:
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Resolved That the funds of this Corporation be

deposTted it THE PUBLIC NATIOWAL BANK AND TRUST COMPANY
OF Nz YOI, which i1s hereby designated a depositary of |
this Corporation, and be subject to be withdrawn by checks,
drafts, bills of exchange, acceptances, nobtes or other
orders or instruments for the payment of monsey, made

or drawn in the name of the Corporation signed by any
two of the fellowlng officers or agents, to wift: 3alo

W. Baron, President: David Rosenstein, Treasurer; Jerome
Michael, Chalrman of the Board; and Ahron Opher, 3Sscret-
ary, who are hereby authorized to sign, make, draw, cash,
collect, negotiate, endorse and/or deposit, in the Cor-
porate nams, all checks, drafts, bills of e xchange, ac~-
ceptances, notes .or other instruments or ar ders for the
payment of money payable by or to thls Corporation, or
officers or agents thereof as such, and the sald Bank

is hereby authorized to pay such checks, drafts, bills
of exchange, acceptances, notes or other orders or In-
struments for the payment of money, and charge same to
the Corporation's account and also to receive the same
for credit to saild account or for the credit of or in
payment from the payee or any other holder, who so silgned
or endorsed, even though the signer or endorser or one

- or more of the signers or endorsgers be the payee(s) or
holder (s) thereof, without Inquiry as to the clrcum-
stances of their issue or the disposition of their pro-
ceeds, whe ther drawn to or endcrsed to or by this Corpor-
ation or to the individual order of, or tendered In pay-
ment of individual obligations or deposited in the in-
dividual accounts of, the officers or agents abuve named,
or other officers of this Vorporation, or cashed or the
proceeds disposed of otherwise by them., The said Dank
18 hereby further authorized and requested to pay any
such instrument or other order for the payment of money
without regard to any notation thereon indicating that
1% is in payment of a certain account or claim and said
Rank is expressly relieved from any duty on its part to
pass upon the rezularity of such notation or any part
thereof, or to make any inquiry in respect thereto, and
from any and all liability arising from any omission,
change or alteration in such notation.

FURTHER RE3OLVED that the President and Secret-
ary of this Company be amw hereby are directed to deliver
to the saild Bank a certified copy of these resolutions
together with a certificate setting for th the names and
certifying to the signatures of the respective officers
and azents of this Corporation authorized Dy the se
resolutions, and that the sald Bank may recognize and
deal with the sald officers and agents whose names are
set forth in said certificate and otherwise act upon the
authority of these regolutimns untll the recelpt by said
Bank cf a superseding certificate or of a written notlice
to the contrary purporting to be signed by the President
and Secretary of this Corporation; that said Bank may re-
ly upon any such superseding certificate or written no-
tice so received by it and may treat the same as super-
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seding or modifying the resolutions hereinabove set forth
1f said Bank believes in good falth that saidc ertificate
or notlce is authentic and was duly executed by such of-
ficers of this Corporation but that said Bank may never-
theless continue (after receiving such suwerseding certif-
icate or notice) in good faith to act upon the authority
of trnese resolutions and pay or accept, or otherwise deal
in any way with, any check, note, drafit or other order for
the payment of money simed as hersinabove provided in the
name of this Corporation andbearing a date prior to the
date when, as stated in sald supergseding certificate or no=-
tice, the authority of the person or persons so signing

- such check, note, draft or other instrument on behalf of
this Corporation was changed or terminated; and that, in
the event of any controversy, howsoever arising , regard-
ing such or any superséding certificate or written notice,
the Bank shall have the right to close the account by mail-
ing or sending tc this Corporatlion the Bank's check pay-
able to the order of this Corporation for the balance in
the account, to the last known address of this Corporation
as shown on the Bank's records.

There being neo further business to come before
the Board, the meeting was duly adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Joshua Starr

Acting Secretary







JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, THC.

& 10U Broadway, New York 23

MINUTES QF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JANUARY 28, 1948

Pursuant to a notice dated January 21, 1948, a copy
of which precedes the minutes of this meeting, a special meet-
ing of the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction,
Inc., was held on Wednesday afternoon, January 28, 1948, at the
office of Professor 8. W. Baron, 611 Fayerweather Hall, Columbia
University. The following directors were present at the meeting:
Messrs. GSalo ¥. Baron, Jercme iichael, Shron Opher, and Fugene
Untermyer., There were zlso present Messrs: Wolf Blattberg,
Arthur 3. C. Liverhant and Joshua Starr.

Mr. Michael, the Chairman of the Board of Directors,
acted as chairman of the meeting and Mr. Starr acted as secreti-
ary of the meeting.’ ' :

A'quorum cf the Board being present, the chairman
called the meeting to order at L:50 P. Il

The minutes &f the last special preceding meeting of

the Board of Directors, held on October 7, 1947, having being

previously circulated among the Directors, upon a motion duly
nade and secended, the reading of the minutes of that meeting
was dispensed with, and they were approved as cireulated.

At the chairman's request, Dr. Baron, the President A

of the Corporation, reported that applications for membership

had been received from two organizationses Dr. Baron presented

a letter, dated October 22, 1947, signed by Jacob Roserheim,

President of Agudas Israel World Organization,which reads as

follows: " We beg to propose the inclusion of cur organization

into the membership of your commission, as we also belong to

the Jewish Restitution Commission, and are co~signers of their

memorandum of October 15th to Gerneral Clay.!

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Beard adepted
a resolution admitting the Agudas Israel world Organizaticn as a
member of the Corporation. The Executive Secretary was directed
to inform the Agudas Israel of this action and to advise them of
the understanding that members shall conduct all activities fall-
ing within the program of the Corporation through the latter.

Dr. Baron then presented the application of the Res=
toration Committee of Continental Jewish Museums, Libraries and
Archives of London. He brlefly rev1ewed-the:his :
vities of this Commlttee. ﬁ;

Upon motlon duly made. 1
a resolution admitting the Restoratlon orm: :
Jewish Museums, Libraries and irchives: of London to membersh
in the Corporatlon. The Executive Secretary was dlrected to
notify the Cormittee of this action. T

At the chairman's request, Mr. Liverhant reported om
the work and the problems of the Jewish Restitution Commission.
The Commission had proceeded on the understanding that General
Clay would permit that organization to work in Germany if i%
were approved by the Departments of ftate and the Army. The
Restitution Law for the U. &. Zone in Germany was promulgated
last November, Although the law does not name the successor
agency to helrless and unidentifiable Jewish property, there was
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reason o expect that the Jewlsh Restitution Commissien-would
be recognized ag the successor orgenization by the implementing
regulatiens, However, nbjestions to the recognition of the
Jewish Restitutlon Cormmlssion had been raised by the Department
of the Army, and efforis were still in progress with a view to
achieving recognitien, The chairman asked whether in view of
the oppesitisn to the Cormissioen it might not be advisable fer
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction ta proceed independently with™
respect to cultural treasures, Ha requested that the Jewish
Restitution Commission bear this possibility in mind,

The chairman called upon Dr. Barcen to report on the
prespects of sending a mission to Burope., Dr. Baron reported
that pursuant to action taken at a prior meeting of the Boarg,
the special committee on mission personnel had met. The sub-
committee, consisting of Méssrs. Baron, Iichael and Schwarsz,
had discussed the personnel that would be needed following the
recognition of the Jewish Restitution Commission. In view of
the delay, it seemed advisable first to arrange for a military
permit for Mr. Starr as the first member of the mission. The
JDC had undertaken to obtain the permit. Dr. Baron further
reported that a preliminary drafi of the terms of reference
of the mission had been dram up, and read the draft. Dr. Baroa's
report was approved by the meeting, and upon mobtien duly made and
seconded, the aforementioned sub-committee was empowered to fix
the terms of reference of the mission as well as to appoint the
hecessary perscnnel at the proper time.

In the course of the discussion regarding the contacts
ta be established by the members of the mission, Rabbi Opher
informed the meeting that the Synagogue Council had a representa-
tive who wag stationed in Germany serving as liaison between
the resident communities and AlG. ilrs Blattberg stated that
the World Jewish Congress maintained a representative in Paris
accredited to UNESCO.

There being no further business to come before the
Byard, the meeting was duly adjourned at 5:40 P. H.

Joshua Starr
Exeeutive Secretary




JEWISH CULTURAL RE&@NSTRUCTION, INC.
18L1 Broadway, New York 23

MINUTES OF A SPECTIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
| MAY 18, 1948

Pursuant to a notice dated May 10, 1948, a special
meeting of the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction,
Inc., was held on Tuesday, May 18, 1948, at the office of Professor
S. W, Baron, 611 Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University. The
following were present: Messrs. Salo W. Baron, Wolf Blattberg,
A. G. Brotman, Solomon Goldsmith, Max Gruenwald, Barnett Janner,
Yitzchak Lewin, Arthur A. C. Liverhant, Leo Meyer, Ahron Opher,
Israel Rappaport, William F. Rosenbloom, David Rosenstein.
Excused were: Simon Federbusch, A. Leon Kubowitzki, Judah L. Magnes,
Jeror: Michael, Leo W. Schwarz and John Slawson.

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 P. M. In the sbsence
of Professor Michael, Dr. Baron opened the meeting., The secretary
read a communication from Dr, Starr, dated Paris, May 11, 1948, in
which Dr. Starr reported on his activities in London and Paris, the
reasons for his insbility to get into Germany and the problems raised
by the transfer of books from Prague, After elaboration of several
points by the chairman, it was decided to incorporate this report
in the minutes,

Subsequently the chairman reported on the status of the
Restitution Commission. According to a cable received by the J. D. C.
office, it appears that the Restitution Commission will soon be
formally recognized, subject only to the organization of a subsidiary :
corporation incorporated in Germany to take title to immovable property.
There are still many details to be ironed out, but it is hoped that
the Commission will be able to start operations within a few weeks.

Dr. Goldsmit raised certain legal problems concerning the
new set-up. These were explained by Mr. Liverhant on the basis of
suggestions prepared by the working commitiee of the Restitutiom
Commission.

Mr. Brotman reported briefly about the conditions in the
British Zone and the negotiations conducted by the Representative
organizations of British Jewry with the British goverrnment. A resti-
tution law for that Zone is still under advisement. It is expected
that- the latter will deviate from both the American and the French
modeln, but it is hoped that a Jewish organization, similar.to the
Restitution Commission, will be recognized in the British Zone as
well, : -

Mr. Janner, likewise representing the Board of Deputies,
suggested that as soon as the Restitution Commission and the JCR
begin operations, their efforts be publicized throughout the Jewish




-2“'

world and particularly among the Jews serving in the amed forces
.of the occupying powers, Such publicity may elicit much new
information about Jewish cultural treasures still held by German
individuals or public bodies and thus help in the salvage of
these materials.

The chairman reported about the present state of the salvage
of Jewish cultural property in Poland and Czechoslovakia. Mre
Schneersohn of the Hebrew University has negotiated with the Polish
gavernment about the transfer of a large number of Hebralca and
Judaica to Palestine. This transfer is to be effected in connection
witl the establishment of a chair in the history of the Jews of Poland
which is largely to be financed by the Polish Treasury. Unfortunately,
because of the unsettled conditions, neither Dr. Magnes nor Dr. Starr
were able to discuss the subject with Mr, Schneersohn who is now back
in Tel Aviv and his full report is still awaited.

On the other hand, according to Dr. Starrt!s communication,
confirmed by cable from Dr. Joseph Schwarz to Dr. Magnes, 70 caszes
of books have been shipped from Prague to the JIC warehouse at
Antwerp where they are to await shipment to Jerusalem when peace
is restored in the Holy Land. Further shipments are expected in
the near future, In the ensuing discussion, Messrs, Janner, Dr,.
Lewin, Dr, Blattberg and others raised questions about the security
of these books in Antwerp. On Mr., Janner's motion, it was decided
to suggest to the JDC, that these books be properly insured, and
that, at least, a certain general inventory be prepared. Dr. Starr
could help supervise such work and perhaps enlist the cooperation of
Dr. Seeligmann of Amsterdam and others. The chairman was instructed
to communlcate with Dr. Schwarz to this effect.

- The chairman raised the problem of the JCR's budget. The
original six-month period covered by the allotment of $10,000 by

the JIC and the Jewish Apency expired at the end of February, In
view of the greatly curtailed operations of JCR, however, this
amount sufficed to cover the expenses of three more months and
there is still a substantial balance in the treasury. As soon as
the operations in Germany will begin, however, much larger sums will
be required. It was decided to empower the President, Chairman of
the Board and Treasurer to prepare a new budget and to submit it in
behalf of JCR to the Restitution Commission and the other two opera-
ting agencies.

There being no further business to come before the Board,
the meeting was duly adjourned at 6115 P. M.

641,18
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JEWISH CULTUSAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Broadway, New York 23

MINUTEE OF A SPECTAL MEETING QF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOVEMBER L, 1948

Pursuant to a notice dated October 20, 1948, a copy of which precedes
the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Directors of
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held on Thursday, November L, 19.L8,
at the Harmonie Club, L East é0th Street, New York. Present were: Prof,
Salo Baron, president; Mr, David Rosenstein, treasurer; Dr. Wolf Blattberg,
of the World Jewish Congress; lir. Rudelph Callma, of the Council for the
Protection of Rights of Jews from Germany {London)}; Mr. Morris Fine, of the
American Jewish Committee; Dr, Isaac Lewin, of the Agudas Israel World Organ-
ization; Dr. Oskar K. Rabinowicz, of the Committee on Restoration of Continen-
tal Jewlsh Museums, Libraries and Archives (London); ir. Eli Rock, of the
Joint Distribution Commititee; Mr. Abraham Rothfeld, of the American Jewish
Conference; Dr. David Werner Senator, of the Hebrew University; and Dr. Philip
Fricdman, guest.

Prof. Salc W. Baron, president of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, acted
as chairman and Mr. Fine acted as secretary.

A quorum of the Board being present, the chairman called’ the meeting to
order at 8:30 P. M.

The minutes of the last special preceding mesting of the Board of Di-
rectors, held on May 18, 1948, having been previously circulated among the
Directors, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes
of that mceting was dispensced with, and they were appreoved as circulated.

Death of Dr. Magnes

The death of Dr. Judeh L. Magnes, vice-president of Jewish Cultural Re-
construction, Inc., was noted and an expression of sympathy unanimously adopted.

Application for Membership

The chairman, Prof. Salo Baron, submitted for consideration the applications
of the inglo-Jewish Associaticn and the Wiener Library, both of London, for
membership in J. C. R. In submitting these applications, the chairman pointed
out some of the criteria for membership, as followss the represenkiive charac-
ter of the applying crganization within its own country, the degree of repre-
sentation already enjoyed by the Jewlsh community of the country in question,
and the usefulness of the applying organization in the location and distribue
tion of books. The application of the Anglo-Jewish ‘ssociation was unanimously
approved. The application of the Wiener Library was discussed at length.

Dr, Senator moved that it be tabled, giving as his principal reason the special
character of the Wicner Library, in comparison with the other organizations
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represented in J.C.R. Mr, Fine raised some questions with regard to the repre-
sentative character of the Library and its permanence. He believed, however,
that the opinion of the British community should be decisive, Both Dr: Senator
and Mr. Fine expressed their appreciation of the value and importance of the
Library as an institution. Dr. Blattberg agreed with Ir. Senator that the
motion be tabled., Dr. Rabinowicz spoke up strongly on behelf of the Library,
stressing particularly its importance within Great Britain and its role in the
cultural reconstruction of European Jewry. He urged defeat of the motion to
table and acceptance of the application. Dr, Rabinowicz was supported by

Dr. Kollman. . vote was teken and the motion to table was voted 6=3, Several
of those veting with the majority pointed-out that they did not mean to vote
for denial of the application but merely for temporary postponement of the
decision. '

The chairman reported that he had invited the Interessenvertretung der
Juedischen Gemeinden und Kultusvereinigungen of Westorn Germany to become a
member of J.C.R. He polnted cut that this action had been taken without pria
Board appreval on the recommendation of Dr. Joshua Starr, Exec. Sec'y. of
J.C.R., who had established contact with the leadership of the German commun-
ities, and after consultation with Military Govermnment., He expressed the hope
that the Board would ratify this action. After some discussion, the Board
ratified the invitation extended to the Inleressenvertretung. Regret was ex-
pressed that there was no French representation on the Board.

Designation of Directors to JRSO

Mr. Reck reported on the designation of directors of JCR to the JRSO
(Jewish Restitution Successor Qrganization). He said that as far as JCR
was concerned, the action of the JRSO was to re-elect the same directors
that had been designated by J.C.R. the previous yenr, subject to the right
of J. C. R. to submit changes in the directors to a meeting of the JRSO.

Report of Dr. Senator

The chairman rcad a letter from Dr. David de Sela Pool., Dr, Pool urged
speedy action regarding the distribubtion of cultural treasures rescued in Europe.

Or. Senator reported that the negotiations of the Hebrew University for
the recovery of the books found in Terezin woere still continuing. He reported
success in the recovery of some 50,000-55,000 hooks found in the Sudetenland.
These were now stored in ntwerp and Paris agaiting shipment to Israzel.

Dr. Senator submitted a memorandum which he asked to have circulated among the
Board members, dealing with the poliecy of the Hebrew University on the distri-
bution of Jewish books in Germany, ‘ustria and elsewhere. (A copy of this
memorandum is attached,)

Report of Dr. Starr

The chairman read the latest report of Dr. Joshua Starr from Germany.
In this connection, he explaincd the situation with regard to the arrangements
for the restitution of property in the Mmerican Zone of Gomany, which affected
the J. Ce Re The ‘mericen authorities have designated JR30 as the successor
to all unclaimed and heirless Jewish property in accordance with ilitary
Government Order #59. It was planncd that the JDC and the Jewish Agency would
scrve as the agents for the disposal of cconomic property, while JCR would ad-
minister the cultural property. The JRSO decided to establish its own offices,
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while J. C. R. requested Military Govermment to award the cultural property
by administrative action. General Clay sent a strong cable to the State Dept.
to recognize J. C. Re 45 the successor organization for all cultural property.
The approval of this recommendation would give Je. Cs Rs title not only to
material of German origin, but to all cultural property, which is heirless and
unclaimed, thus including property,not covered by the ordinance under which
JR30 operates.

The chairman also reported on the recent thinking of the officers of J.C.R.
with regard to sending a mission to Gérmany. Thelr ideas about this had changed
as result of stabilization of the currency, which now made it more expensive to
operate in Germany.

There was some discussion of the advisability of requesting Dr. Starr to
return for a short period for the purpose of giving first«hand information on
the progress in Germany and of explaining plans for the opening of a J. C. Re
office there. The budgetary situation of J, C. Re was reviewed with this in
mind, the Treasurer pointing out that there was a small balancée in the treasury
which was sufficient to take care of Dr. Starrts traveling expenses, A motion
requesting Dr. Starr!s return for the purposes indicated above was duly made
and seconded and unanimously adopted.

Dr. Starr's proposed budget for the first six months of 19h9 for the estabe
lishment of the J.C.R. office in Germany was read and discussed. In it he asked
for $21,000, to be financed jointly by the JDC and the Jewish Agency. It was
suggested that the Hebrew University be asked to provide a fiecld man for the
purpose of cataloguing the books and other culturdl treasures., Dr. Senator,
at this juncture, brought up the question of reimbursing the Hebrew University
for the expenses it incurred in connection with the work of rescuing cultural
treasures in Pland and Czechoslovakia, which it had defrayed in their entirety.
Ne action was taken.

Upon 2 motion duly made and seconded, the budget proposed by Dr. Starr
was turned over to a special sub~committee for further consideration, with
-power to act.

There being no further business to comé before the Board, the meeting
was duly adjourned at 10:30 P, M.

Respectfully submitted,

Morris Fine
Secretary Pro Tem

11/16/48



January 15, 1948

Jewish beoks in Offenbach, Germany, and other lecalities
of Germany, fustris, Czechoslovakia and other countries.

THE POLICY OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY

1. Historical justice reguires that the scholarly work of destroyed Jewish
institutions of learning and Jewish communities be continued in Jewish in-
stltutions throughout the world, but especially in the Holy Land, where the
Jewish tradition of learning has now its main living centre, Not only the
Hebrew University, but each of the large number of religious and culturd in-
stitutions in Palestine need these books and manuscripts of extinet Jewish in-
stitutions and communities for their own development and for the development
of the Jewish tradition.

2, There is now in Palestine awider circle of scholars and students concerned
with Jewish and Hebrew materials than in any other Jewlsh centre. Not only the
Hebrew Univerd ty and the large numbers of yeshivot, seminaries and schools, but
also - a polnt of great importance - many communities, groups and individuals in
the Holy Land require these bocks for purposes of their daily life. The great
tradition of Jewish learning is being developed not only in the institutions o
Palestine, but it is becoming more and more a part of the life and thought of
the whole Jewlish community,

3. Jews all over the world, regardless of party affiliation, have welcomed and
have furthered the transfer to Palestine of large numbers of Jewish settlers.
They all agree that the great bulk of displaced Jews, now languishing in refugee
camps, should have the opportunity of making their home in the historic Holy
Land., It is imperative as well that the refugee books and manuscripts of dee
spoiled Jewish institutions and communities, also find their home in the Holy
Land. The large majority of the Jews who have been saved would thus be enabled
in their new home tc renew and to deepen their religious and cultural life.

L. It cm therefore be readily understood why the Hebrew University urpges the
transfer to Palestine of those books and manuscripts which are regarded as es-
sential by the University. The Hebrew University is confident that the other
institutions represented in Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. will be ready
to groant priority in this respect to the Hebrew University, which represents
not only itself but also all the institutions of learning and the communities
of Palestine. The Hebrew University may be trusted also to have full under-
standing for the needs of Jewish institutions throughout the world.

5. To this end, the Hebrew University submitted on November 3rd, 19L7, a
statement of policy to the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstiruction,
Inc. in words to this effect:

(a) If there be sufficient time at its disposal, the mission abroad pro-
posed by Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Ine. would sort out these
books in Germany and allocate them o the various countries and insti-
tutions, in accordance with the basic poliecy of Jewish Cultural
Reconstruction, Inc.
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If retaining these books in Germany for a longer period would endanger
the position, we propse the transfer to Palestine of these books en bloc,
on the assumption that the bulk of these books would remain in Palestine
in any event. The Hebrew University is ready to establish a special
department within the National and University Library for dealing with
all these questions. This department would engage in the sorting and
cataloguing of the material, The Hebrew Universi ty would honour the
claims of all lawful owners and would dispose of these books and manu-
scripts in accordance with the decisions of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction,
Inc. It would be helpful if Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. were to
send a representative to Palestine to collaborate in this work.

The policy of Jewish Cultural Reconsitruction, Inc. should be based on the
following three principless

1. Books of a general Jewish interest should go to the National and
University Library in Jerusalem, to be held in trust for distribu-
tion to the University and other institutions of a religious or cul-
tural character in Palestine.

2, Material of special interest to the Jews in English speaking countries

shouid be distributed there, tafking into account the special interests
of particular groups, such as the Sephardim, the Jews from Germany, etc.

3. 1In case of differences of opinion concerning important books or manu-
scripts, a Boord should be constituted representing the Hebrew Uni-
versity, the claimant and a third perscn, to be chesen Jjointly by
both sides and the decision of this Board is to be regarded as final.
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
- May 5, 1947 '

Pursuant to a notice dated April 25th, 1549, a copy of which
precedes the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held on Thursday, May 5, 1949
at the office of Dr. Salo W, Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University,
New York.

Present were: Dr, Salo W. Baron, President; Dr. Wolf Blattberg,
World Jewish Congress; Mr. Rudolph Callman, American Federation of Jews from
Central Europe; Mr, David E, Goldberg, Hebrew University; Dr.» Max Gruenewald,
American Federation of Jews from Central Europe; Dr. Isaac Lewin, Agudas Israel;
Mr. Judsh Shapireo, Joint Distribution Committee. Also present was Dr, Joshua
Starr.

Professor Baron acted as chairman and Dr. Starr acted as sec-
retary. A quorum of the Board being present, the chairman called the meeting
to order at 2:05 P, M.

The minutes of the last special preceding meeting of the Board
held on March lhith having been previously circulated among the directors, upon
motion duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting was
dispensed with and they were approved as circulated.

The Chairman pointed out the need for electing a Secretary of
the Board. Dr. Gruenewald was duly nominated and elected to that office with
power to sign checks drawn on the account of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc,

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The Chairman placed before the meeting a
proposal for the Tormation of an executive committee to which the Board of Di-
rectors could delegate its powers. He suggested that the gsommittee consist
of one representative of each of the nine members of the corporation maine-
taining offices in New York, these representatives to be designated by the
respective organizations. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting
adopted a resolution to constitute such an executive committee.

Upon notion duly made and seconded the President of the Corpora-
tion was authorized to vest the following power of attorney in Dr, Bernard
Heller as Field Director; :

T, SALO W, BARON, President of JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUC=
TION, INC., a membership corporation erganized and existing under ‘the laws of
New York, do hereby certify as follows:

That BERNARD HELLER has been duly appointed Field Director
of the Corporation by the Board of Directors thereof;

That by virtue of the authority conferred upon said Bernard
Heller as Field Director by the Board of Directors he is empowered to execute
and deliver on behalf of the Corporation any and all documents and agreements
relative to {he administration of Jewish cultuvral property and properties in




any country in Europe and the movement thereof from any country in Europe to
another country in Europz or to a eountry outside of Europe and to agree to
such terms and conditions on behalf of the Corporation with regard to such
administration and movement as to him may be deemed necessary cr appropriate.

IN TESTIMONY WHERECF I, as Fresident of the Corporation,
have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Corporation this Tth day
of May, 19;490

Fresident

Dr, Starr reported that on April Sth, after consultation with
JRSO, he had signed an agreement with OMGUS covering the disposition of five
cases of Hebrew manuscripts and rare editions, which have been in the custody
of the Hebrew University since 1947. He read the text of the agreement as
follows:

ADDENDUM I

to Memorandum of Agreement of 15 February 1949
Subjest: "Jewlsh Cultural Properiy"

1, Pursuant to the intent of the basic agreement of 15 February 1949 that
JCR, Inc. will act as trustee in receiving certain Jewish Cultural Property for
the Jewish people and in distributing it to such public or quasi-public reli-
gious, cultural or educational institutions as it sees fit to be used in the
interest of perpetuating Jewish art and culture; there are transferred hereby
to the JCR, Inc., approximately 366 mamuscripts, as listed on the attached ine
ventory and custody receipt of 24 July 1947, American Gonsul Genetral; Jerusalem,
Palestine, comprising all cultural properties moved in one single shipment from
Offenbach Archival Depot, Germany, to Jerusalem and placed in custody of
Dr. I. Joel,Acting Librarian, Hebrew University, on 22 June 1947,

24 In full recognition of the value of these manuseripts and with the
knowledge that a number of them are identifiable, JCR, Inc., hereby agrees
to undertake to give appropriate notice to owners of identifiable works that
the works will be delivered to the rightful owner by JCR, Inc¢., the rightful
owners agreeing to pay cost of shipping and insurance in transit.

3. JCR, Inc, also agrees to furnish to OMGUS, Berlin, Germany, copies of
the letters of notice issued to the identified owners and to furnish reports
to OMOUS at 90=day intervals as to deliveries which have been made.

L. Manuscripts whose source is unidentifiable included in this shipment,
to be determined and agreed by a designated representative of JCR,Inc., and
a representative to be designated by the U. S, Military Governor will be irans-
ferred to JCR, Inc. on simple memorandum receipt with the sole proviso that the
properties are to beutilized for the maintenance of the cultural heritage of
the Jewish people,

5. The identifisble manuseripts included in this shipment, to be deter-
mined and agreed upon by a representative of JCR, Inc. and a representative
to be designated by the U, S. Military Governor will be transferred on custody
receipt providing that the JCR, Inc. will maintain these works, will seek the
rightful owners, and will deliver them 1o properly identified claimants as
stated in paragraph two above, or will deliver any of them to a rightful owner
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(cost of ehlpplng and 1nsurance to be borne by the cwner) on 1nstruction from o
the U. S, Government. O

6. JCR, Inc. agrees to accept full custody of these properties as-éoon_-3
as access thereto can be gained in Jerusalem, and immediately thereafter in-
itiate action to locate the owners of the identifiable works.

Date April 5, 1949 { signed) R, MeJunkins
%ufﬁorlzea Representa 1ve
Place Berlin Us 8. HMilitary Governor

(signed) - Joshua Starr
Authorized Representative
JCR, Inc.

Consented 4o and Approved on
behalf of JRSO, Inec.

by
{signed) Saul Kagan . L

KuThorized Nepresentative,
JRS0, Inc.

L I A A ]

The meeting discussed the advisability of having the manuscripts
screened in Jerusglem rather than in Washington or elsewhere. Upon motion duly
made and seconded, a resoluticn was adopted instructing the Executive Secretary
to inform OMGUS through the JRSQ that JCR preferred to have this work conducted
in Jerusalem, if possible. As an aliternative, JCR would be willing to have
the property shipped to the Library of Congress pending the clarification of
the ownershlp of a number of items.

At the request of the chairman, Dyp. Starr presented a schedule
of dlstributlon of unidentifisble German books at Offenbach:

Destination Cases Ttems

W. Germany 16 ' 3,312 ()

Great Britain 22 3,858

5S¢ Africa 13 2,273

Palestine L7 . 8,906

W. Hemisphere L6 9,073
Total I 27,027

p————
i
‘sens—— | =————crr——y

(1) Limited to popular material; normally ki copies of each title.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, this schedule was approved and the Execu-
tive Secretary was instructed to submit a copy to JRSQO for confirmation.
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: ‘ Dr, Starr further reported that on April 22nd, he had dis-
patched to the port of Hamburg five freight cars containing LS? cases of
books and periodicals {77,603 items), This shipment, consigned to JCR in
New York, consists only in part of an allocation for libraries and schools
in the Western Hemisphere. In addition to material allocated, the shipment
comprises material which is being merely transferred 4o the New York depot
of JCR to await allocation to various coufitries ifi addition to the U, $.

The Chairman reported the reteipt of 4 letter from Dr. Leo
Baeck dealing with certain collections fbrmerly beldriging to Jewish institutions
in Germany which are no longer in existence. Dr, Bieukls proposal to entrust
one or more of these collections en blot to designited fesearch bodies organized
by German Jewish emigres has aroused both agreemenit andl opposition within the
Board, Following a discussion of this proposal, thé ChHairmen concluded that
it would be best to ask the spokesmen bY the oppotihg views to present their
arguments in fuller detail so that thé Board could make its decision at the
fortheoming meeting. - ' :

The Chairman réported the receipt of a communication from the
State Department requesting information regarding the heirs to private and
institutional collections removed by the Germans from the Baltic countries and
now stored at Offenbach, The Chairman stated that three of the rightful owners
of a part of the collection had been located and assumed that the bulk of the
books were heirless, With the approval of the Board, the Chairman instructed
the Executive Secretary to ask the State Department for a reply to the letter
of JCR offexing to take custody of the Baltic collections for the purpose of
making restitution wherever possible as well as for the distribution of the
heirless property.

The Chairman reported on steps taken to investigate unreported
Jewish cultural property and eollections in the hands of the Gemeinden in
Germany., He stated that it had become essential for the Council fer the Pro-
tection of Rights of Jews from Germany to present a memorandum to JCR on methods
to be pursued in arranging for the recovery of such property and on available
personnel and funds for the purpose, Dr, Gruenewald and Mr. Cdllman agreed to
arrange for the preparation of such a memorandum.

L Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned
at b P.M,.

- Respectfully submitted,




' JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y.

MINUTES OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
May 8, 1949

CONFIDENTIAL

Present: Prof. A. Marx, GChairman; Prof. L. Finkelstein; Rabbi I. E. Kiev;
Prof. As» M. Margalith; Dr. Moses Nunk

Ex officio: Prof. 8. W, Baron; Dr. J. Starr

The Committee met on May 8, 1949 in the office of the Chairman, Proféasor
Marx, who called the meeting to order at 10:30 A. M.

1. Allocation and shipment. Dr. Starr presented schedules of
distribution of unidentilied property comprising Hebrew and Yiddish books
(A), and German Judaica (B). A copy of the former had been circulated by
mail, and Schedule B is shown below:

Destination Cases Items

W. Germany : 16 ‘ 3,312(1)

Great Britain 22 3,858

8, Africa 13 2,273

Palestine L7 8,906

W. Hemisphere L6 9,073
Total 1Ly 27,422

A —— i T AT

(1) Limited to popular material; normally L coples of each title,

Dr. Starr reported that the first JOR overseas shipment had left Offenbach,
on April 22nd, bound for NWew Lork. The five carloads contain the following

material:

Category Cases Ttems

1. Hebraica 23 38,379
2. Hebrew and Yiddish newspapers 5l yilvi
3. German Judaica L6 9,073
L. German Periodica , 79 - 23,311
5. Hebraica (from Sturmer plant) 83 5,932
6. Yive property and material for

deposit with Yivo ol 161

Total Lo7 77,603
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Categories 1 and b are listed in detail: for category 5 the list covers
68 cases., fThHe Hebraica were packed as indicated in Schedule A, and cate-
gory 3 was packed slphsbetically by author, except for a small percentage
of misplaked 1tem5¢

Dr. Starr further reported that the remaining periodica would also be
shipped to New York te await direct allocatioh to interested libraries in
all countries, and that a similar procedure would be followed in respect
to the residue of the rare book collection, after the selection made by
Vr. Shunami in behalf of the Jewish National and University Library.

2. Operations in New York. Dr. Baron requested the Committee
members to give some thougnt to vhe finding of qualified personnel and
to the other problems involved in the care and distribution of the books
after delivery to a depot to be established in New York. Inasmuch as the
JCR budget would not provide for the transportation and handling of ship-
ments from the German port to the beneficiary institutions, it was recoms=
mended that a charge of twenty-five cents per book be assessed on those
institutions. In accordance with Rabbi Klev!s suggestion, items returned
to JCR after delivery would be credited at the same rate.

Dr. Margalith pointed out that, in making allocations, it will be essentidl
to provide multiple copies for ¢lass use, as distinguished from filling
gaps in library holdings. Supplementing this recommendation, Dr. Munk
proposed that the distribution list adopted by the Committee at the meeting
of February 6, be enlarged to include the smaller yeshivot. The Come
mittee agreed that libraries attached to institutlons of learning should
receive allocations for their circulating collections, which would also

be made available to readers outside of the student body. Dr. Finkel-
stein proposed that the unallecated residue be stored and utilized as
future needs might require. .

3. Sifre Torah., Dr. Munk asked what disposition was to be
made of Sifre Torah, Lh answer to the question, Dr. Baron reviewed the
successive plans which had been considered, and stated that it had been
found most economical and practical to ship the sc¢rolls to the JOC in
Paris. This office has undertaken to employ scribes to select those
which were fit for use, and to report the result to JCR, which would”
gontrol their distribution.

ke Subcommittee. At the suggestion of Dr, Baron, the clairman
announced that he would c¢all a meeting of the subcommitiee to consider
candidates for the work to be done in New York by JCR, and to prepare
recormendations based on the questionnaires -returned by the libraries,

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P, M.



JEWISE CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y,

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
‘ June 7, 1949

LI &
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Pursuant to a notice dated liay 26, 1949, a copy of which
precedes the minutes of this meeting, a speclial meeting of the
Board of Directors of Jewlish Cultural Reconstruection, Inc. was
held on Tuesday, June 7; 1948 at the office of Db. Salo W. Baron,
Fayerweather Hall, Colugpbia University, New York.

Present were: Dr. S, W. Baron, Presldent; Dr. G. Scholen,
Vice-President; Dr. W, Blattberg (World Jewish Congress); Dr. S.
Goldsmith (Agudas Israel); Dr. M. Gruenewsgld { American Federation’
of Jews from Central Europe); Mr. H. Salpeter (Hebrew Unlversity),
Also present was Dr. J. Starr,

" Dr. Baron acted as Chasirman and Dr. Starr acted as
Secretary. The chairman called the meeting to order at 4.15 P.M.

1. Minutes

The Chalirman stated that Dr. I. Lewin had written to him,
requesting a correctlon In the minutes of the Board meeting of
May 5, in regard to an additional allocation of books in the field
of rabbinlcs for institutions In Israel. Pollowing some remarks
by Dr. Geoldsmith on the matter, the Chalrman explained that Distri-
bution Schedule A, as adopted, provided to a certain extent for
the shipment of certaln categories of material from New York to
Isrgel and elsewhere. The minutes of the meeting in question
having been previously ¢lrculated among the directors, upon motlon
duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting
was dispensed with and they were approved as circulated.

2. Distribution gg Ceremonial Objects in Israel

The Chalrman placed before the Board a letter from Mr.
Maurlce M. Boukstein, dealing with the transfer of ceremonial ob-
Jects allocated by JCR for synagogues in Israel, As Mr. Boukstein
wrote, "the Jewlsh Agency should be authorized by J.R.S.0. to
requeat the Ministry for Rellglous Affalrs to assume the burden
of distributing the religlous ceremonlal objects to be sent to
Igrael by J.0.R. This arrangement would result in the Minlstry
of Rellglous Affairs doing the job, as was intended by J.C.R,,
and at the same time, also indicate the commection of the Jewish
Agency with the matter." Upon motion duly made and seconded, the
Board approved the procedure suggested by Mr, Boukstein.

G» Hebrew Name for JCR
The Chalrman reported that the adoption of a Hebrew name

for JCR had been under consideration, particularly because of the
neadugor a suitable bookplate, which will be pasted 1n the books
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distributed. Dr. Scholem proposed the nama?“w' Nidare an 7?ﬁ
and a dlscusslon ensued, Upon motion duly made and seconded, the

adoption of a name was entrusted to a committee consisting of
Messrs. Baron, Scholem and Starr.

4. Budget for July-December 1949

The Chalrman presented the budget for JCR operatlons in
New York and the field for the second half of 1949. Upon motion
duly made and seconded, thils budget, a copy of which ls sppended
to these minutes, was approved, and the officers of JCR were author-
ized to negotiate with JRS0 for the necessary appropriation.

5. Report of Executive Secretary

3

Dr., Starr reported that, in compliance with the agreement
between JCR and OMGUS, cperations at the Offenbach Depot were con-
cluded on May 3l. The shipments to six deatinatlions comprised
some 1400 cases, with the varlous categorles packed separately
and the contents recorded in detali. The entire stoeck of Torah
scrolls, In 35 cases, was placed 1n the custody of the JDC Europe-
an Headquarters (Paris), which has undertaken to report to JCR
the results of 1ts examinatlon of this material. As one of the
destinations, the JCR Depot in Brooklyn holds close to 500 cases
of books and periodlcals, for dlistrlbution in the Western Hemi-
sphere, and in certalin categories for allocation to other parts
of the world as well. Rabbi S. Rochman, who has worked at
Offenbach for a considerable perilod, has been engaged to ad-
minister the depot in Brooklyn. ‘

In accordance wlth a supplementary agreement between
JCR and ONGUS, the Presldent designated Dr. K. Wormann and Dr.
I. Joel of the Jewish National and University Library as the
agents of JCR in negotlations regarding the manuscripts and rare
editions, which have been in the custody of the Library in Jeru-
salem since 1947.

. During the ensuing months JCR operations in Europe will
be continued chiefly at Wiesbaden, where the heirless cultural
property is stored. fs Pileld Director, Dr. Heller has been
instructed to allocate the ceremonial objects (apart from those
clagsified by Mr. Narkilss as sultable for museums) as follows:
Israel -~ equipment for 62 synagogues (listed in a communication
from the Minister of Religious Affairs), but not to exceed 40%
of the stock in each category; Western Europe ~ 25%; Western
Hemisphere - 25%; Great Britaln ~ 5%; South Africa and other
countries -~ 5%.

Upon motlon duly made and seconded, the report of the
Executive Secoretary was approved, and a vote of thanks to him and
his assoclates, adopted in recognitlon of the magnitude and com- °
plexlty of the achlovemsnt of the fleld staff since last Februarye.
The Board further rosclved to empower the Advisory Committee to
proceed with the distribution of the books allocated for the
Wostern Hemlsphere, instiucting the Executive Secretary to canvass
the votes of Board members on matters of special importance,
without walting for a Board meeting.



é Proposals for Provision for Llbraries
’ Speclalizing In German-Jewish History

The Chairman placed before theé Board a communlcation
from Dr. Leo Baegk, dated #pril 12, reguesting speciflc conslder-
ation for the interssts of Jewlsh emigre scholars from Germany,
now conbtinuing their research in German-Jewlsh history in England,
the U. S, and South &merilca. In reply to Dr. Baeck's latter
Dr. Scholem had written %o Dr. Baron, under date of May 31,
questioning the advisability of eéxpanding the distribution 1list,
as Dr. Baeck's proposal would require. Il would be preferable,
Dr. Scholsm wrote, for the Society for Jewish Study to join forces
with the Jewish Historlcel Soclety of England or a similar bedy,
and to bensfit by the allocation made to that institution. He
also recommended that a corresponding arrangement be made in
New York.

In the course of the extended dlscussion, Dr, Gruenewald
stated that he recognigzed the importance of adhering to the prin-
ciple that no emigre soclety be granted the right of successor
to the property of a body destroyed by the Nazis, unless its
status as such could be established beyond reasonable doubt, In
his opinion, however, there would be moral justification for meke
ing an exceptlion in bahalf of the scholarly ¢lircie in London
heeded by Dr. Begeck. As for the project of a German-Jewilsh
memorial collection in New York, Dr. Gruenewald cited a proposal
submitted by Dr. E. Tauvebler, wilth the approval of President
Nelson Glueck of the Hebrew Union College, for the establishment
of such a collection under the ausplces of the Jewlsh Institute
of Religlon. The position taken by Dr. Gruenewald was commented
uponi, and Dr. Baron pointed out that, in view of the recognized
functlons of the Advisory Committee, the proposal involving the
Jewish Instltute of Religion should be first considered by that
Committee, and its recommendation referred to the Boerd for action.

7. Administration of Baltic Cellections

The Chalrman reported that OMGUS had reguested JCR to

- take custoedy of the identifiable books from the Baltic countries
for a two-year period, with the responsibility of finding the
owners or heirs and making restitution. He pointed out certain
objectlions to the proposed sgreement, which had been conveyed to
JRSO in Germany., Upon motion duly made and sgeconded, the
President of JCR was authorized to arrange for more acceptable
terms, and at his discretion to instruct the Fleld Director to
iiggian agreement governing the disposition of the Baltie col~
ectlons.

| There being no further business to come before the Board,
gpgn goﬁion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at
L 0 w AP .

Respeetfully submitted,

| Jo& ko /f%,m..
e L




BUDGET

July~December 1949

(30,000 volumes)
- Totel

Balance requlred

ggganditures
| i Eurape
_ Field Director $ 3,000.
Mministhative Offigef 2,000,
Assistant | 1,800,
Trensportation 35,000,
Tfavel.and Per Diem 3,500,
Office 500,
Total
Head guarters
 Executive Seoretary | | $ S,EOQ..
-.Depot Manager 2,000; ‘

Depot Assistant 1,500.l
Stendgraﬁher 1,500.
Stofage and“Handling 1,d06;=':
Offioé,‘télephone, etc.- 1,000.

thal. o |

: ASSefs éﬁa Income. -
Estimated Cash Balance as of T

June 30, 1949 $ 3,300, -
Payment. for handling charges 7,500

$13,800.

" $10,600.
' f“%“ﬁ!flﬁﬁ?‘

4 10,800,
$ 13,600
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JEWISH CUILTURAL RECONSTRUCT ION, INC.
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.¥Y.

September 27, 1949

MEMORANDUM

Tos Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc.
From:; Hannah Arendt ' ‘

I am submitting for your considération the reéommendations of
the Advisory Committee. I call your attentlion in particular

to the recommendation regarding the Hermarn Cohen collectlion.

May I ask you to signify your acceptance of this particular

recommendation or to offer an alternative suggestion?

A response card is enclosed for your convenience.



 JEiT5H CUITUR&L RECCNSIRUCTION, INC.
© 1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y.

MINUTEs OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ME:TING
September 19, 1949

CONPIDENT IAL

Present: Rabbl I. Edward ILiev, Chairman; Professor Louls
Pinkelstein, Dr. Franz Landsberger, Dr. Stephen S.
Kayser, Dr. A. 1. Margalith, Rabbi K. L. Munk, Dr.
David de 3ola Pool, Dr. Guido schoenberger, and Dr.
Rachel Wischnitzer.

Ex officio: Frof. Salo W. Baron and Dr. Hannah Arendt.

The Cormittee met on september 19, 19492, at 4:30 in the afternocon,
in the office of Prof. Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia Univer-
wity.

1. Ceremonial Objects which arrived in New York

a. The Committee agreed to establish a sub-cormitbtee which should
be responsible for the evaluation and selection of museunm pleces
for allocation.

be In view of the fact that the museum pileces outnumber the
synagogue pleces almost in the proportion of 9 to 1, the Com~
mittee decided a revislon of the original division of the objects.

¢. The question of duplicates was raised and it was decided %o
proceed as in the case of books, that 1s, to make it impossiblae
for an institution to receive duplicates. The special difficul-
ties in deciding what a duplicate is in the case of an art object
were recognized.

d. Retiplents of museum pieces.-~ The art objects which arrived

in this country are for distribution not only to the countries

in the Western Hemisphere but also to Great Britian and So.
Africa. It was agreed that Great Britain should receive her usual
share of 574-7% of the total, that is, 250-350 objects. So.Africa,
Canada and Argentina should receive 5% sach of the material in

New York, that is (if the present categories are not radically
changed), about 150 items each. '

@. Recipients in the United States.-- The Committee agreed that
the Jewlsn Museum In New York and the Jewish Museum in Cincinnati
should have first call. It was recognized that Yeshiva University
has a special claim and should follow immediately after these

top priorities.
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A list of other prospective recipients, who should be notified,
will be dpdwn up by the sub=-committee. The following institutlons
were mentioned: The Jewish Center Lecture Bureau for its
exhiblts, the Jewish community centers in Chicago, Clevéland

and San Francisco.

f. The proposition to allocate museum pieces to non-Jewish 1in-
stitutions (the Committee considered a request by the Jewish
‘Cultural Foundation of New York University) was accepted in
principle; however, the Jewlsh lnstitutions should be served
first. It was agreed that a certain portion should be held back
for the purpose of later distribution.

4 L]

e Syna%ogue Objects.--~ First priority will be given to congrega-
tiofis” of récent arrivals from Central Europe and to recommend-
ations by the United Jewish Appeal.

he A haﬂdling chirge of 60¢ per item will be asked from the re-
ciplents in order to cover the cost of transport from Germany.

Repair of museum and synagogue pieces shall be undertaken by the
recipient, who may avail himself of the services of the Jewish
Museum.

It should be noted that there 1is considerable breakage among the
oblects to be distributed. ‘ :

1. Every recipient shall sign an agreement by which it agrees

to pay handling chargés, to take good cdre of the objects and
to indicate their origin in a label, on the index card, and in
the inventory. h

In the case of synagogue objects, a lock-tag was considered and
declslon postponed.

2. Hermann Cohen Collection

This is the flrst of the German Jewish institutional units which
are now being sorted in Wiesbaden. In view of the fact that it
consists primarily.of books of non-Jewish content, phllosophy
and Christian theology, it was decided to allocate it to the
Hebrew University. ) ) .
However, 400 non-Jewish perilodicals and 100 Jewish periodicals
of this unit might be separated and otherwise allocated, if they
have no marginal notes by Hermann Cohen and if they are dupli-
cates in the collection of the Hebrew University.

3. ‘The Stuermer Collection

Apart from about 2,000 items requested by the Jewish Theological
Seminary, the Jewish Institute of Religion and Yivo, the whole

collection was allocated to Yeshiva University, which will keep
it intact as a unit.



4, Smaller Libraries

A list of smaller libraries which have applied to Jeliish Cultural
Reconstruction for allocation of books was submitted tothe
Committee. The following requests were recognized:

a) National Jewish Welfare Board - a small refereénce library
of Halakhic literature, specifically Responsa

b) Jewish Education Committee - a Small number of gpecifiec
titles

¢) Jewish Community Cénter, Washington, D.C. - one set of the
baslc classics in Hebrew

d) Bureau of Jewilsh Education, louisville, Ky., for a Jewish
community library - one ‘set of the basic classiles in Hebrew
and some fiction in Hebrew and Yiddish _

e} Jewish Feddration and Council, Kansas City, Mo., for local
needs - one set of the basic classics in Hebrew and gome
fiction in Hebrew and Yiddish

f) Hebrew Convalescent Home, New York - some Yiddish novels.

The application frem 10 Yeshivot will be .considered by a special

sub-committee consisting of Rabbl Munk, Dr. Kaminetsky and Dr.
Arendt.

5. Applications from Abroad

The Cormittee agreed to £ill at least part of the needs of the
Jewish communlities in Switzerland and Sweden from the Brooklyn
depot, because they have been left out of the original allocation
from Germany. It was also decided to re-consider the needs of

these communitles as soon &s new collections are made avallable
to JCR.

The great need for Talmudic literature by the Jewish communities
in Morocco was stressed, and 1t was decided to ask the JDC office
in Paris to consider theé needs of these communities from the

JDC reservoir in France and to place the Moroccan communities

on the list of reciplents for further distribution.

6. Soviet Russlan 3School Books

It was agreed to divide the contents of the two cases of Soviet

Rugsian school hooks betwean the Jewlsh Iducation Comuittee and
Yivo.

Respectfully submitted

Hannah Arendt



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
771881 Broadway, New York 23, N.Ye

MENORANDUM

To:t Members of the Board -of Directors
From: Dr. Hannsh Arendt

I am submdtibtdp fop your eonsideration the vote of the
Advisory Commitfee (linutes of meetlng of September 19, .
1949) advising allocation of the Stuermer collection to
the Yeshiva University.

The Stuermer collection consists of approximately 7,000
1tems of rabbinic liberature and other Hebraica. A total
of about 2,000 items have been requested by the Jewish
Theological Seminary, emés the Jewish Institute of Religion,
and Yiddish Scientifle Institute. -

In the opinion of the Advisory Committee, this collectlon
should be kept intact.

Yeshiva University has accepted to receive the books, to
keep the collection as a unit, and to honor, under an >
amicable arrangement, the requests from the other institutions,

May I ask you to please signify your acceptance of this
recommendation or to offer an alternative plan on the
enclosed card?

November 4, 1949
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dctober 17, 1940

v JEWISH CULTURAL RECC
Lo 1841 Brosdway. =

Pursuant to a notlee dated September 28, 1949, a copy of which
precedes the minutes of this meeting, the annual meeting of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation was held at 9 P.ll. on
Cotober 17, 1949, at the IHarmonie Club, 4 Iast 60th Street, New
York City. _ :

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron, President;
Prof. Jerome Michael, Chairman of the¢ Board of Directors; Dr.

Simon Federbusch, Vice-President; Dr. Max Gruenewald, Secretary;
Dr. Wolf Blattberg, Iir. Rudolf Callman, Rabbi Hirsch Freund, DOr.
Isaac Lewin, Dr. Ben Halpern, and !Mr. Z1i Rock.

Dr. Bernard Heller, former Field Seoretary

Ex officlo: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Execubtlive Sec¢retary.
Jerome Michéel, the chairman of the Bogrd of Directors, acted as
chairman, and Dr. Hanndr Arendt as secretary, of the meeting.
. 1. Minutes
The reading of the ilinutes of the last meeting of June 7, 1948,

was dispensed with. The Minubtes were approved as circulabed.

2« Election of Offlcers

Re-elected were: Salo W. Baron, President; Jerome liichael, Chalrman
of Board of Directors; Leo Baeck, Simon Federbusch, Gershom Scholem
and Alan I, 3troock, Viece~Presidents; David Rosenstein, Treasurer;
and llax Gruenewald, Seeretary. '

The questlion of an increase in the number cf vice-presidents was
raigsed and discussed. The Chairman read to the meeting the follow-
ing paragraph from the By-Laws of the organization:

"In case of the deabth or absence of the President, or of his
inability to act from any cause, one of the Vice-Presidents,
in the order of theilr seniority, shall perform the duties
of the office of President.”

In view of the fact that the Viee-Pregidents do not represent member
organizeblons but are eleoted as individuals, and in view of the
fact that they have no duties except in case of an emergency, it

was declded not to add any more vice~prosidents to those who were
alresdy ro-elegbed.
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- Upon motion duly made and seconded, gratitude of the Board to
the President of the organization, Professor Baron, and to the
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Professor lMfichael, was
wnanimously and warmly expressed.

3. Problems of Allocation and Distribution

It was declided that the allocation of German Jewish inotitutienal
collections now in process of distribution should not follow
schemableally the rule under which the 250,000 books of the
Offenbach Depot had been distributed, namely, 40 percent each

to Israel and the Vestern Hemisphere, and the rest to other
countries, but that the destination of each collection should

be considered separately after pertirent information has been
recelived from Wiesbaden. ‘

The allocation of the Hermann Cohen collection to the Hebrew
University was ratified.

It was decided to honor the repeated applications from Switzer-
land for the distribution of books among the Swiss Jewish com-
munities. Dr. Gruenewald proposed that the remnmts of the
Fraenkelsche Stiftung, Breslau, should be allocabed to Switzer-
land, on condition that this collection be kept intact, and not
distributed among Jewish comaunitles in Switzerland, but since
the Advisory Committee had recommended thalt these be distribubed
among Switzerland, Sweden and, possibly, Italy, this propossal
was referred to the Advisory Committee for re-consideration.

The recommendations of the fdvisory Committee on distribution
of ceremonial objects, as set forth in the minutes ol the
Committeet!s meeting of September 19, 1949, were reported to the
Board of Directors, and adopted. ‘

Dr. Lewin raised the qguestion of allocatlon of books to the
Israell Yeshivot. He complained that distribution had not yet
started. Professor Baron stressed the autonomy of the local
groups. There was ‘general regret, however, that conmunications
with New York headquarters were slow and that reports to New
York about local distribution from the recipient countries were
frequently not wmade. '

Upon motion, duly made and seconded, it was decided that the
Presldent and the Secretary of the orgenization should take all
steps which they deem appropriate to bring about speedy distri-
bution and to 1Insist on reports from the recipient countries,

Dr. Lewin stressed the great needs of individual rabbis for
rabbinic llterature which 1s now being distributed from the
Brooklyn depot. Professor Baron recommended once more tha
establishment of a circulating library to fill the needs of in-
dividual rabbis. He also stressed the difficulties involved.
Dr. Lewin asgreed to survey the situation and to find out what
llbrary or Institution would accept this charge.
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4. Future Operabions in Germany

The Board authorized a preliminary investigatlion in Germany
to find out whether a systematic search of hidden caches for
Jewish cultural treasures ~-- books and art objects -- would

yield gdequate results,

5. Individual Claims

Professor Rasron repovhted that the Commithtee on Restoration of
Con®hingnbal Jewigh Museums, Libraries and Archives, in London,
had decided that the uru*1eesh1p of books recelved and allocabted
to institutiony should nobt be limited to any period, - This is

in contradietion to the JCR decision to reserve for itgelf the
right to ask for the return of a book from = reciplent during

a pericd of two years.

In the discussion 1t was pointed out that if the ciwil law of

any counbtry or the good will of a particular recliplent should
enable a former owney to reclaim his property, there would
gertainly be no objsction. But the Jewish Cultural Reconstructio:
gould assume 1o obligation whatsoever beyond the two-year 1limit,
especlially since it i1s not conceived as a permanent organization.

The Board decided that the mewber organizations of JCR should
be informed thabt thsy have no right to deviate from the rulings
of the Board -of Directors without having previously brought the
mabter to the Board's attention..

In thié'connection, the est® lishment of a rabbinical court to

review doubtful c¢laims was disocussed and Rabbi Freund of the
Synagogue Council was asked for eventual implementation.

6. Public Announcements

In view of the fact tha t member orgm izations have made public
announcenents in which they c¢laimed credit for operations which
had been carried out by JCR, and in view of the further fact
that stabtements of polley which deviatied from the rulings of

the corporation were published by wewber organlzations as if
they were rulings of the corporation, upon motion duly made ad
seconded, it was declded that no member organigzation should
have Lhe guthority to make publlc statements without the approv-
al of the Board,

T D681gnat"on of Three Directors to Represent
JeWwish Culturgl Reconstruction on the Board of
T Jdewish I3sLitubion Successor Organlzation

Professor Baron and Professor liichael were re-elected as repre-
sentatives of JCR on the Board of Directors of JRSO., They were
also empowered to designate a third representative in the near
future.



8. Smalbing of Ceremonial Objeots

Regret was expressed that the Board had not been informed of
this operation in time and that no formal vote had been solicited,

There being no further busineéss to come before the Board, upon
motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at

11:45 P.lle

Respectfully submitted

i P S

ﬁ;nndh Arendt
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JEWISH CULTURAL RGO
1241 Broadway,

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THL CORPORATION
October 17, 194°

Pursuant to a notice dated September 28, 1949, copy of which
procedes the minutes, the Annual Meetling of this corporation for
1949 was held at 8:15 P.M, on llonday, October 17, 1948, at the
Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th Street, New York City.

The following members of the corporation were represented at the
meeting by their respective representatives:

Members Representabtives
Commission on Buropsan Jewish Balo WeBaron
Cultural Reconstruection . Jeroms Michael

Agudas Israel World Organization Isaac Lewin

Council for the Protection of Rudolf Callman
Rights and Interests of Jews lax Gruenewald
from Germany -
Jewlsh Agency for Palestine Ben Helpern
. (for Chaim Greenberg)
fmerican Jewlsh Joint - BEll Rock {for J.Lookstein and
Distribution Comnittco Jonah B.Wise)
Synagogue Councll of America Hirsch Freund
World Jewish Congress Wolf Blattberg

Simon Federbusch

Bernard Heller, former Field Secretary

Ex officio: Hannash Arendt, Executlve Secretary

Dr.35alo W.Baron, the president of the corporation, acted as
chalrman, and Drelannsh Arendt as secretary, of the meeting,

As president of the corporation, Dr.Baron rendered his annual
report as follows:

leAnnual Report

A Fingnoial Statement.-- The financial statement covered the
period from October 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948, Total regelipts

for this perlod amounted to {331,131.25, total disbursemente
o4, 287,32, | |
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During the peried from October 1, 1947 to December 31, 1948,
the corporation recelved {10,000 and disbursed $8,226.57,
The disbursements for salarles apountad to 96,300 traveling
expenses to IDurope and in Zurope 1itself were §1, 764 and
offlce expenses amounted to 162,57,

During the first six months of the current year the organ-
izatibn received the amount of $21,13L.25 of which $4,721.89
were spent on salarles for the New York and puroppan staff}

'W4 308,43 on travellng expenses to and in Zurops; aand

$6,645.01 bn frelght and storage for 810 cases Oi books which

'arrlaed in New Yorks {(The expenses for shipment of books to

fmerlca having been much higher than anticipated. tha corpor=-
gtion succsoded In getting these costs reduced by more than
$53,000, The reoimbursement will appear in the financlal report
for the period J“ly l, 1949 to June 30, 1880.) New York
office expenses and miscellaneous amounted to 385,42,

Shipmertsas-- Report on shipments covered the first nike months
of tne ourreni years 1,608 cases with more than 250,000 bools,
pamph1ets, etc. were shipped out of Germany to the follow-
ing countries:

To Israsel 285 cases for distribution

B , 33 cases (Mapu unit of the Baltie collect=
ion) for a two-year trusteeship
of the Hebrew University,Jerusalem

" n 45 cases{Baltic collection) for restitu-
tion to identified owners

To Great Britaln 104 ¥

To German Jewish
commmnities 52 "

"To South Africa -39 "

To Western ' Buropean :
cormunities 69 " via JDC offices in Paris

For distribution in

Western Europe and

Israsl = 35 " with Torah scrolls, via JDC
offices in Paris

To Paris 126 " (Baltic collection) for two

years' storage in the JDC ware-
houses
To llew York 526 "  for distribubtion in the Western
: : Hemlsphere
" " 270 * with periodicals, for worlde

wide distribution, Including
Israel
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To New York 15 cages for restitution to idenﬁifidﬁ quners

In July and fugust 1949, 2ll cases with approximately
10,400 ceremonial ob;ects were shipbed out of Germany. Of

these, _ -
87 cases were shipped to Israel ’
10 Western European communities
. via Paris
. 3 Great Britaln
3 . ' South Africsa -
11 ' New York t
72 . New York, for world-wide
. : ' distr ibution, excluding
Israel *

25 cases (with objects beyond repair), to Zhelrield,
Great Britaln, for smelting.
.-
In Wiesbaden,*aWalting distrihution and belng processed at”
this moment, are: (a) approximately 45,000~50,000 volumes
fron German Jewlsh institutions, to which JCR received title
in September 1949, and (b) 1100 rare books. |

Upon motion, duly made and seconded, the President's report
was unanlmously accepted. : .

2e Election of Directors

The following persons were respectively nominated as direc-
tors of the corporatlon by the following members of the
corporation and were duly elected as suchs

Dilrectors Members
Simon Federbusch | World Jewish Congress
Wolf Blattberg
Rudolf Callman - Council for the Protection of
Max Gruenewald Rights and Interests of Jews from

Germany

Solomon Goldsmith Agudas Israel World Organization
Isaac Lewin
lMgurice Bouksteiln Jewish Ageney for Palestine
Chalm Greenberg B ' -
Salo W.Baron Commisgion on European waiéh
Jerome IMichael Cultural Reconstruction

Chaim Raphael (Alternate  Anglo-Jewish Association

- ! » [

oL
¥

bre

¥
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Members will be designated  American Joint Distributioen
in the near future ~ Committee

There belng no other business to come before the meeting,
upon motion duly made and seconded, it was adjourned .

Respectfully submitted

e

; A,

Hannah Arendt



JEWISH CULTURAL ®.ICONSTRUCTICN, INC.
1841 Broadwsy, New York 23, N.Y,

November 17, 1949

MEMORANDUM

T 9 g
To: Members of Board of Directors
- Prom: Hannah Arendb

The Kircheim collectlon, formerly the property of the Prench
Jewish gommunity, has been sorted in Wiesbaden and is now
ready for shipment. Attached is a list of the maln subject
divisions.

This is one of the few collections which came into our
possession intact.

It seems advisable to keép this collestion as a wnit, The
Hebrow Universlity hag requested it, The Advisory Committee
has voted on this reguest in the affirmative.

Plaase cast your vote on the enclosed c¢card.



JCR

KIRCHHEIM COLLECTION

lMain Subject Divisions

Hebraica
Bible (text) 36 VOlumes
Biblical 1iterature 64
Talmud 26
Telmudic. literature 103
Halakha 231
Ilusar, Derush 75
Liturgy 40
History 25
Hebrew language 23
Ifoderh Hebrew 11terature 40
Philosophy ard Xabbala 33
Varia 149
Total 845 volumes
Judalca
Bible (text) 11 volumes
Biblical literature ‘ 70
Religion : 44
Post-Biblical literature 55
History 117
Hebriew language - 25
Bibliography 20
Varia 88
Periodicals 55
Total 465 volumes
Non-Jewish Books ' 153 volumes

Yovember 4,

1049

 Grand btotal 1,463




 JEWISH CULTURAL RECOWSIRUCTION, NG
S yaal Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. SR

SPTCIAL MEETING OF TIE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
December 19, 1949

Pursuant to a notice dated December 2, 1949, cOpPY of which
precedes the minutes, a special meebing of the Board of
Directors of Jewish Cultural Recongtruction, Inc. was held
on londay, December 19, 1049, at the office of Dr. Salo W.
Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University, New York.

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron,
President; Dr. Simon Federbusch, Vice-President; Dr. Max
Gruenewald, Secretary; Dr. Lewin, Mr. Fine, Dr. Goldsmith,
and Dr. Ben Halpern. :

prof. Baron acted as chairman .

Te reading of the minutes of the last meeting was aispensed
with. The minutes were gpproved as girculated.

Upon the suggestion of the cHairman a motion was made and
. seconded to insert into the minutes words of appreciation in
memory of the late Dr. Joshua Starr (see Appendix).

The chairman reported that the Alliance Taraelite Unilverselle
has sccepted the Board's invitation end designated llessrs.
Marcel Franco and Marcel Abraham as members of our Board and
Messrs. Saadia G. Cherniak and Jules Braunschvig as alternates.

The chairmen brought to the sttention of the Board Dr. Hamsh
Arendt's report which contains amongds other 1tems her findings
and suggestilons with regard to cachds. She also deals with the
archives recovered in Germany. The Gesambarchiv will go to
Jerusalem, while the erchivbs from other cities according bto
the suggestion of Dr. Arendt's should find their place in the
lMemorial Library of the German Jews. The chalrman stressed

the necessity of microfilming manuscripts and valusble histori-
cal maberial in Germeany props¥ and discussed ways and means of
financing microflliming on a large scale in Germany. This
question will be referred to the Advisory Committee.

The chairman presented his budget propoaals for the period
beginning January 18t and ending on June 30th, 1950. A budget
calling for a total oxpenditure of $21,700 was adopted.

Through a vobe by mall 1t was decided to send to Hebrew Uni-
“yersity
1. Some 2500 books solected by Dr. Shunami out of
o the 11,000 Breslau books. 0f the romainder of the
Breslau books approximately one-half will go to
awitzerland and the other half to South America
(Argentine) .



2. The Kirchheim collection
3. Non-German periodicals, .

Dr. Gruenewald suggested that a stipulation be made with the
recipients of collections to keep them separate. Dr. Lewin
pointed out that this purpose could be achieved by printing
separate catalogues for those collections. Prof. Baron pointed
out the difficulties arising for libraries 1if they were request-
ed to treabt those collectionsg asvunits, He is confident that
the identity of those collections will be preserved, if the
reciplents will honor the request of the Board to sénd in item-
ized receipts.

The chalirman prdcesded to dlscuss the Baltic Collection and
particularly the method of advertising in the centers of the
Jewish world the names (16,000) of the owners. It was decided
to disregard the owners of five books and less. The form of
the advertlsement will be worked out by Prof. Baron and meémbers
of the staff.

The chalrman brought to the attention of the Board the requests
for books made by Brandeis University and by the Department of
Germanic Lanpguages of City College. In the followlng discuss-
lon other general instituflions were mentioned whose departments
serve the Jewish reading public and the needs of Jewish scholars
such as the Jewish Division of the New York Public Library,

New York University, and Columblia University. The chalirman
expressed the sentimént of the Board that the time has come to
consider these general institutlons, too, and he will inform

the Advisory Committee accordingly.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 P.M,

Respectfully submltted,

'??%X qg%wMﬁw&/

Hax Gruenewﬁld
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Appendix to lMinutes of the lMeeting of the Board of Directors
December 19, 1949

MINUTZ FOR JOSHUA STARR

The Bogrd of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction,
Tnc. wishes to record its profound grief over the decease of
Dr. Joshua Starr. As Executive Secretary of our organizabion
from its inception until August 1949, he carried the mailn
burden of its administration, negotiations with the military
and civil authorities in Germany, as well as the Shipmeht and
distribution of books and ceremonial objects: The Jewilsh
Cultural Reconstruction also shares with the rest of the
Jewisgh community the serse of loss of a distinguished young

Jewlsh scholar, editor and communal worker.
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1841 Broadway, New York 23, W.Y.
CIrcle 5- 7826
Hannah Arendt, BExecutive Secretary

Por relcass Tuesday, October 18

ANNUAL MEZTIVG OF JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

More than‘BS0,000 7olumea of Judalca and Hebralca and
10,000 ceremonisl objects, representing part of the Nazl loot
from Jewilsh libraries, synagoguves and museums in Eurbpe, have been
recovered and shipped out of Germany during the past year, it was
anmounced by Professor Salo W. Baron of Columbia University,
Presidént of Jewish CGulitural Reconstructlon Inc;, at 1ts annual
meeting last night at the Harmonie Club. |

In 1947, JCR (an offspriﬁg of a research organizstion
formed by the Conferenes on Jewish Relatlon at the end of the
wa:, for the purpose of recovering Jewish cultural treasures
looted by Nazis), was founded and affiliated with the Jewish
Restitution Successor Organization. In February-1949, JCR was
officlally recognized as the trustee for all unidentifiable
cultural Jewish property placed under the custodianship of the
lonuments and Fine Arts Sectlon of the Military Govermment and
stored in the 0ffenbach depot in Germany.

A great many of the re&overed tfeasures bear the sigﬁs of
spiteful destruction. Several hundred burnt or tern Torsh scrolls,
some of them more than 200 years old, are now being repaired by
the Paris office of the Joint Distribution Comnittee and placed
in newly-built or reconstructed 8ynagogues in Zurope and Israel.
Many ceremonial objects, including Torah crowns, still bear the

dlstinot marks of Nazi vandalism,
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_VThese treasure, among them rare centuries old books snd
items which, throuzh the war, have becoms extremely scarce, are
being redistributed among libraries and schools all over the
world in cooperation with a number of Jewish national md foreign
organizations affillated with JCR an d en advisory comuittee of
leading Jewish librarians, art curators andg other -experts.

There i3 hardly a Jewish community in the world.which will
not benefit from the redistribution of these treasures. Through
the JDC offices in Paris, Jewish comuunities in Western Huropse
have received a substantial share which will help them in their
struggle for cultural and spiritual reconstruction, The Hebrew
Univefsity Library and the Bezalel Museum in Jerusalem, as well as
other Israeli libraries and religious institutions are receiving
their allotment through the Jéwish Agency in cooperation with the
Israeli ilinistry for Relizious Affairs. Other recipient countries
include CGreat Britain, South Africa, Canada, Latin Amerlca, and,
last but not least, the United States.

At this moment, edditlonal 50,000 volumes fermerly belong-
ing to German Jewish comuunities now extinct, are being processed
by the JCR staff in Germany, and made ready for shipwent and re-

allocation,

Among the officers re-elected for the comlng year are
Prof. Salo W. Bsron of Columbiag Univeysity, President; Prof. Jerome
Fichael of Colurhia Law School, Chairmsn of the Board of Directors;
Rabbi Leo Baeck of London, Prof. Gershonm Scholen of Jerusalem,
and Dr. 3imon Faderbusch and Alan M. Stroccl of New York, Vic-
Presidents; Davia Rosenstein, Treasurer; and Dr. Max Gruenewald,

Secretary.
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MINUTHES OF SPRCTAL MERTING OF THE BOARD OF DIREGTORS
April 12, 1950

Pursuant to a notlce dated March 21, 1950, a copy of which
precedes the minutés of this meetlng, a speoial meeting of the
Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc., was
held at 4:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 12, at the office of Dr.
Salo W. Baron, Columbia University, New York.

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron,
President; Prof. Jerome ilichael, Chairman of the Board of
Directors; Dr., Max Gruenewald, Secretary; and Dr. Wolf Blatt-
berg, M. Jules Braunschvlg, Dr. Solomon Goldsmith, Mr. Ben
Halpern, Dr. Bernard Heller, and Dr. Isaac Lewin.

Ex offigio: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary.

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chairman, and Dr, Hannah Arendt
as secretary of the meeting.

I. Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting
of December 19, 1949 were corrected as follows and, as corrected,
were approved:

l. Page 1, last paragraph -

"l. Some 5,000 books selected by Dr. Shunami ocut of
11,000 Breslau books. The remainder will go to
switzerland" (instead of "Some 2500 books selected
by Dr. Shunami out of the 11,000 Breslau books.

Of the remainder of the Bres]au books approximately
one-half will go to Switzerland and the other half
to South America - Argentine").

2. Page 2, second paragraph, first sentence -~
"The chalirman proceeded %to discuss the individually

owned books" {instead of "The chalrman proceeded to
discuss the Baltic Collection").

IT. Report on Germany

A final report submitted by the Executlve Secretary on her
speciagl mission to Germany to investigate unreported Jewish
cultural property had been ciroculated among the members of the
Board of Directors prior to the meeting and was approved as
circulated.
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Prof, Michael polinted out that the time for filing claims %Yo
conflscated property expired on December 31, 1948 in the Amerl-
can zone and would expire on June 30, 1950 in the British zone
and in Berlin., It was therefore suggested (a) that claims to
Jewlsh cultural property be filed immediately in the British
zone arnd in Berlin, and (b) that Mr. Ferencz, General Director
of JR30 in Germeany, who 1s expected for a brief stay in the
United States at the end of the month, be invited to dlscuss
with Profs. Baron and Michael the possibility of obtaining an
extension of the period for filing claims in the American zone.

It was decided that present operations in Wiesbaden, l.e., the
processing and shipment of the collectlons of German Jewish
institutions and of individually owned books, should be termin-
ated not later than June 30, 1950.

. In view of the steps taken by the Executive Secretary during

her stay in Germany to recover edditlonal Jewish cultural trea-
sures, the Board unanlimously expressed 1ts sentiment that
operations of JCR be continued until the end of the year but
with a reduced staff and reduced expenses.

ITI. Microfilming Program

A memorandum on the mlcrofilming program, drawn up in agreemert
with, and followlng the suggestions of, the Advisory Committee,
had been c¢irculated prior to the meeting. Prof. Baron empha-
sised the importance of the program, which could encourage
Jewlsh research in all countries of the world.

Prof., Baron proposed the microfilming of the following types
of material:

a. All archives of former German Jewish communitles, which may
eventually be turned over to JCR, before they are sent out
of Germany.

b. All Hebrew manuscripts which are legitimately in the possess-
ion of German libraries.

c. The catalogues and repertories of the Jewish Divisions of
German archives. The archival material in German state and
municipal institutions ls too immense to be microfilmed.
Since, as distingulshed from manuscripts, printed cetalogues
are not avallable, and since, moreover, not all important
doocuments are listed In the catalogues, “an intelligent
selection of archival material would require very large
funds for expert research in Germany.

In gonclusion, Prof. Baron stressed the fact that through the
microfilm program scholars would get access to the stacks and
manuscript divisions of German libraries, which might be of
considerable help in the dlscovery of formerly Jewish owned
1tems whlch may have found their way illegitimately into German
institutions.



The Board approved in principle the microfilming program and
recognized its importance for the cultural life of the Jewish
people. It was decided (a) that the project be developed in the
light of available funds, (b) that JRSO be approached for a lMark
subsidy, and (¢) that the New York office of JCR be authorized
to endeavor to secure the necessary funds and to propose a de=
talled plan for the execution of the program.

IV. Confirmation of Recommendations of
the Advisory Commitiee

1. Non-Jewish Libraries.-- The list of non-Jewlsh libraries in
the United Stales Co be included in the allocation of books, as
drawn up by the Advisory Committee, was confirmed. Top priori-~
ties should go o the Jewish Divislons of the New York Public
Library and of the Library of Congress. 211 other libraries are
to be treated ch an equal basis. The attention of the Board was
called to the ald rendered JCR by the American Occupation
authorities in Germany, i.e., in the final analysis, by the
American taXxpayer.

The following non-Jewish libraries abroad were approved as re-
clpients: The British Museum and Manchester University in Great
Britain, the Bibliotheque Nabtionale in Paris. It was decided
that the Bibliotheque Nationale be approached through the offices
of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, and the British Museum
and Manchester University through the Committee on Restoration
of Continental Jewish Museums and Archives in London.

2. Distribution of Ceremonial Objects.~- The recommendations of
the Advisory Committee to give top priority for museum pleces

to the Jewlsh lMuseum in New York and the Jewlsh HMuseum in Cln-
clnnati, and to give second priorlty to the Yeshiva University
and the Jewish Welfare Board's Traveling Exhibilt, were confirmed.
It was also confirmed that recent immigrant congregations from
Central Europe should have priority for synagogal items,

3. Morocco.-- The recommendation of the Advisory Commlittee to
ship & maximum of 500 books from the Brooklyn depot to Morocco,
was confilrmed. '

Mr. Braunschvig called the attention of the Board to the needs
of a newly established Hebrew school in Casablanca, for a teach-
ors'! library. The information was sympathetically received and
the Executive Secrebtary was reguested to find out 1f avallable
stocks in Brooklyn or in Wiesbaden would permit the allocation
of an addlitional 500 Hebraica to the Hebrew school iIn Casablanca.

V. Latin American Countries

Dr. Blattberg complained that a number of Latin American coun- -
tries which had already been recognized as recipients of books
had not yet received any communications from the offices of JCR.
It was decided that Dr. Blattberg and Dr. Arendt should straight-
en this matter out together.



VI. German Jewlsh Memorial Library

Dr. Gruenewald called the attention of the Board to the fact that
the Geyrman Jewish Memorial Library, as incorporated into the
Institute of Jewish Religion, would not be visible as an entity
1f present procedures are continued. He suggested either that
Separate space within the Institute's library be found, or that
the American Federation of Jews from Central Europe be permitted
to rent space where these books could be kept separately, In
additlon to the material received by the Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion, he applied for the remaining approximately 2,000 German
Judaica which have not yet been distributed from Brooklyn. He
expressed the desire of the Fedération to treat this colleéetion
3 a nutleus which should be further supplemented.

Prof,. Baron explalned that, according to the rules of allocation
through JCR, no new library should be established with distribub-
ed materlal. JCR 1s chiefly interested in the permanence of the
reciplent institutions. JCR had hoped that separate cataloguing,
separate trays, and possibly distinct labels to be put into the
books of the German Jewish Memoria)l Library, would be enough to
Indicate its separate existence. However, he assured Dr.: Gruene-
wald that JCR will ratify any reasonable agreement between the
Jewish Institute of Religion and the German group, that is; any
agreement which would assure permanence, budget requirements, and
the physical security of the books (fireproof building, etc.s

It was decided that if such an agreement is reached between the
Jewish Institute of Religion and the German group, no new session
of the Board of Directors should be necessary to ratify it, but
it should be submitted to a vote by mall.

VII. Rabbinic Court

Reference was made to previous discussion of the establishment of
a rabbinic court through the good offices of the 'Synsgogue Council
of America at the Board meeting of October 17, 1949 (minutes,p.3).
Dr, Heller was asked to take the matter up with the Synagogue
Council and to make specific propositions to .the Board.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M.
Respectfully submitted

S o Pree L

Hannsah Arendt
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CONTIDENTIAL

Hanngh Arendt
Ixecutive Secretary

Report of My Mission to Germany
respectfully submltted to the Board of Directors
for the meeting on Afpril 12, 1950

My trip to Germany was based on the assumption that Nazi-confiscat-
ed Jewish cultural property must have found its way into German
libraries, museums and archives and that it could be discovered
only through aoctive cooperation of the German personnel in charge
of such institutions. Ily task therefore was (a) to get as much
information as poassible with respect to the wheregbouts of Jewish
communal cultural property, and {b) to try to enlist the coopera-
tion of German librarians, museum-officials and archivists.

a) Because of material conditions in Germany (destruction of build-
ings, return of large material from war-time caches, and great
turn-over of personnel) it is impossible as yet to assess how much
material will eventually turn up. The unpacking of cases will in-
many instances be a matter of years. However, 1t seeirs as though
more archives and more ceremonial objects were saved than books,
largely because the Germen-Jewlish book collections were more strict-
ly centralized in Berlin while synagogue silver and archival wma-
terial more frequently found thelr way into local institutions.
Discoveries which I made myself or which were made in connection
with my trip have been reported in the field reports and will not
be repeated here. ' '

b) Largely because of material conditions but also for other
technlcal and psychological reasons, I am now even more convinced
than I was before thalt we depend upon the good wlll of German
personnel to a very large extent and that all other methods of
investigation are impractical. To quote buttwo examples: (1) it
took our library investigabtor more than four weeks of hard work
to discover a few archives in Bavaris where Jewish confilscated
material had been deposited during the Nazl regime. One single
letter to the general director of Bavarian archives resulted in
a reply which gave a probably complete list of such localities
without omitting a single “discovery” of the investigator.

(2) I discovered the valuable Frankfurt art-collectlon through
contacting the respective museum~directors and without using any
detective methods. :

I. Negotiations with German Librarisns and Huseum Officials

1. Libraries.-- In order to establish contact with German libra-
rians, I first visited Prof. Eppelsheimer in Freankfurt and Dr.
Gustav Hofmann in Munich. The former enjoys the highest reputation
in Germany today (he never was a Nazi), and the latter is the



Président of the German Librarisns Association which covers the
three weastern zones.

The outcome of these negotiabtions was an appeal to be published

in the bulletin of the Librarians' Assocletion, asking all libra-
rians to search for confiscated Jewish material and to continue
this search throughout the process of reorganization of the libra-
ries. Special agttention will be given to specific Nazil collec¢tions
( special institutes which weré or were not connected with the uni-
versitles or seminars, which had been headed by outspoken members
of the party, ete.) which in many instances were put into caches
during the war together with the normal library material.

This appeal, for which I submitted a draft, asks only for centra-
lizatlon of Information through Jewish Cultural Reconstruction;
that 1s, every new discovered item should be reported to our
office in Wiesbaden. The reason why restitution is not mentioned
1s that the restitution law 1s so different in the three western
zones that we shall be confronted with a different situation in
each of them. loreover, centralization of information is a first
and the most important step.

2. Museums.-- I tried to achieve two different purposes: (a) to
find out What had happened to outstanding Jewish art collections,
and (b) to find out which part of the synagogue silver has sur-
vived. The results of these efforts have been reported in the
field reports. We now know the whereabouts of the Prankfurt, Mainz,
part of the Berlin, and the Buchau collections; synagogue silver,
as a rule, was concentrated in Berlin, but important parts have
survived, especially in Hamburg, Altona, and the British section

of Berlin.

I saw a great many museum directors and officials of the German
lfonuments and IFine Arts Sections. Unfortunately, no over-all
organization llke the Associatlon of German Librarians. exists. In
a number of cases, synagogue sllver has gone to the local museums
after the pogroms of 1938. This material can be located best
through the Monuments and Fine Arts Sectlons, which are in charge
of supervising local museums.

In Bavarla, the hsad of the lMonuments and Fine Arts Section has
1ssved a circular letter to all the local museums in Bavaria ask-
ing them to report what they have and to watch the unpacking of
cases. The same is true-gor Baden., In a number of other instances
we have been contacting these authorities ourselves, usually with
reference to somebody who is either well known to them or has soms
atthorlty over them. ‘ :

As far as the Cccupation asuthorities are concerned, the whdle re-
stltution process of art dbjects will comé to an end in the very
near future. A new, purely German body, is now in formation which
will continue to search and to restitute art objects found in mu-
seums. I visited most of the profsssors, museum directors, etc.
who will eventually sit on this body, and established g preliminary
contact with them. Its president will probably be Staatssekretir
Dr. Sattler of Munich, with whom we are in contacth.
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3. Archives.-~ Archives are a special problem, because they do not
always fall under the authority of the Kultusministerium, but in
most instances undsr the authority of the Minigtry of the Interior.
JRSC has claimed the Bavarian material, but we are not yet certain
if we shall be able to ship archives out of the country. For this
and other reasons, we decided to wait and see how restitution in
these instances will be handled, to claim in the fubture only
archiveés prior to 1870, and to restriet our actlvities to cor-
respondence in which we as%t for information. Such letters have
been written to other Laender in the American zone, but it is
generally agreed that the maln bullk of surviving archives is lo-
cated in Bavaria.

II. Negotiatlons with German Government Officlals

Dr. Hofmann, President of the German Librarisns' Associlation and
Genergl Director of the Bavarian State Library, pointed out to me
at once that for operations on this scale the actlve support of
the Kultusministerien would be neesded. Vestern CGermany is now
divided into eleven Laender, and since the Bonn government does
not have a Kultusministerium of its own, Dr. Hofmann's recommenda-
tion meant that we should contact eleven Laender liinisterien.
Fortunately, the Kultusministerien are incorporated into a central
body called "the Permanent Conference of the Kultusministerien,"
which meets every two or three months, The President of this
corporation is Dr. Hundhammer the Kultusminister of Bavaria.

After oral negotiations with several people 1n the Bavarian Kultus-
ministerium, and especially Staatssekretdr Dr. Sattler, I submitted
a memo to Humdhammer in his cpaclty as President of the Permanent
Laender Conference, in which I proposed the following steps:

"L. To publish an appeal to all state and municipal libraries,
university instltutes, archives, and museums, to make a most
careful examination ol thelr stocks and constantly to keep
this problem in mind while unpacking the material that comes
back from the wartime relocation points, ]

"2. To issue a decree of the Perumanent Laender Conference of
Kultusministerien, which would provide a legal basis for this
voluntary actlion and instruct all librarians and archive and
museunt offlclals of the three western zones to submit period-
l¢ reports; a negatlve report in negative cases should be
specifically required. : '

3. A1l Information from the threc western zones should be
centralized by the German offices of Jewlish Cultural Recon-
struction in Wiesbaden."

I stressed moreover that

The scatbered bits of information which we have hitherto
been able to gather indicate that there is justified hors to
recover at least part of the cultural treasures of the Cermen
Jews and to make them accessible again to the Jewish educated
and scholarly world. Particularly now that relocated stocks
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are floodlng back into the German libraries and museums and
that the libraries of former Party organizstions and insbtitu-
tions are being incorporated by the German libraries, a
systematic iInvestigation of the Gernan museums, archilves,

and libraries ought to become feasible."

I submitted copies of this memorandum to a number of other Kultus-
ministerien, but not to all of them, and I paid personal visits

to the Kultusminister of Hessen, Dr. Stein, and the chlef of the
Staatskanzlei in Freiburg, Baden, Clemens von Brentano.

‘During a second visit which I paid Dr. Sattler, he assured me of

his aympatles for these demands which he thought to be very reason-
able and practical. As a preliminary step he wanted to form a
permanent library comnission which then should have the power to
lssue a decree. Dr, Stein, whom I saw at some later date, was
already informed of the formation of such a permanent library
conmission.

TIT, french and British Zones

With the exception of Freiburg, T avoided officlal German govern=
ment contact 1n the Frerich and British zones, because the question
of restitution in these zones where no successor organizations
exist 1s of a very dublous nature, This is also the reason why

I agked in my memo addressed to the three zones only for centraliza-

tlon of information. I had been warned by the Jewish organizations
in Germany, especlally by those acqualnted with conditlons in the
British and French zones, that even the discussion of restitution
could be dangerous. The British and French authorities are ge-
nerally opposed to handing over cultural items from Germany to
international bodles which ship them out of the countries, and the
German officlals are only too well aware of this opposition.

Jewlsh cultural treasures are scattered all over Germany even though
the bulk of them was found in the American zone. Ve should be.
aware, however, that through the confiscation and centralization
policy of the Nazis and through war time conditions, hardly any-
thing is being found in its former locality, i.e., books from
Hanover may turn up in IMunich, and vice versa, etc. It would be

of great importance for our operatlon to enjoy equal status in all
three zones.
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In order to prepare the ground for future operations in the
British and French zones, I got in contact with the British
Central Fund in London and, after preliminary discussions
with the Fund and with our British member organizations,
presented to them a draft agreement which would assure that
JCR becomes the cultural ageni of the future British successor
organization. Since the Central British Fund's memorandum
for the formation of a successor organization in the British
zone has been drawn up along the lines of the by-laws of
JR30, I drafted a tentative agreement along the lines of our
agreement with JR30. :

I also got in contact with Jerome Jacobson, of the JDC Paris,
who will be- instrumental 1in setting up a successor organiza-
tion in the French zone, if that ever comes to pass, and
informally propoged to him a similar agreement.

IV. Russian Zone

It is impossible to get anything ocut of the Russian zone,

it is difficult and dangerous to obtain precise information;
but it is virtually certain that important parts of German-
Jewlish communal property are still in existence. I tried to
obtain as much information as I could and reported it in the
field reports. Moreover, while I was in Harnnover I contacted
the headquarters of the Socialist party and asked them

to pass “information on to us and even to try to answer
specific questions. We are now in current contact with them
and every bit of information which we can get through them
or other channels will be valuable even though 1t has hardly
any practical sonsequences at this moment. -



V. German Jewish Communitles

Conditions in Germany are uncertain, chaotic and full of surprises;
the same, unfortungtely, holds true for conditions in the German
Jewigh communities. Throughout my stay in Germany, I have been
trying to find a central body that enjoys enough authority to be
able to enter into generally binding agreements. When this falled,
I tried to come at least to agreements with the Landesverbinde

in order to avold to have to negotiate with every single community.
For this purpose I attended two meetings, - one of the Bavarian
Landesverband in Munich, and the second of the Interessenver-
tretung in Stuttgart.

Unfortunately, I must admit that only negotiations carried out on
a local level with the comnunity leaders in a given city seem to
have any chance %o achleve results at the present moment. Pro-
mises made by larger bodies are not talren seriously, no matter
how solemnly they are being pronounced.

These negotiations are important for three reasons: (a} German
Jewlsh communities hold considerable material of Jewish cultursl
treasures, which in most instances are not used but allowed to
deteriorate and which, moreover, in a majority of cases never be-
longed to that comnunity, but were found by acclident after the
war in the neighborhood of the respective towns or citiesd.

(b) To this must be added the fact that the communities in many
instances consist of a half-dozen people who do not care and a
membership who cares even less. Communal property, therefore,
has a deplorable tendency to be transformed into private property.
(¢) Even in the American zone, where theortetically JRSO is re-
cognized as successor to community property, the German Jewilsh
communities are de facto In a position to interfere with every
single claim which we submit. In the Frenoh zone

they have even the Occtupation law on their side. But law or no
law, what actually happens time and again is that the municipal
authorities, whenever they find any Jewish property, no matter
what 1ts nature or its former owner, go directly to the Jewish
comuunity leaders whom they know personally and turn the material
over to them. Once thils has happened, there is no way left but
the very uncertain way of negotiations which in a number of cases
have led to the desired results,

VI. Future Operations in Germany

Present operations in our Wiesbaden depot, concerning the distri-
bution of the remainders of the German-Jewish institutional col-
lections and the processing of the individually-owned books which
have not yet been turned over to JCR, should be terminated on
July 1st. The extent of future operations in Germany will de-
pend to a large extent on the outcome of current negotiations for
the establishment of successor organizations in the British and
French zones where we know even now of the existence of important
wultural material and where a thorough search for material has
not yet started.
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But even if we conslder our future activities only within the
framework of present condltions, it seems obvious that the
results of my negotliations and the attempt at centralizing all
information through our German offices can bring fruits only

if we decide to “éep a skeleton apparatus until the end of this
current year. Iloreover, in the American zone important material
nas been clalmed by JRSO during my stay in Germany, especlally
in Bavaria, Frankfurt and the American sector of Berlin, and

a number of German-Jewish comaunities are beginning to hand
thelir more valuable material over to us. For the orderly re-
ception of this material alone it will be neceasary to keep
JCR offices alive for the next nine months.
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Hemorandum on Microfilming in Germany
submitted to the Board of Dirsctors” Meeting
April 12, 1850

Propositions made in the following tentative outllne were dis--
cussed with representatives of the major institutes of Higher
Learning in this country as well as in Israel. There is general
agreement as to the lmportance of this program.

The following four types of material are being gonsidered:

1. The Hebrew manuscripts which are now in Geraan libraries and
of undoubted German ownership. A rough estimate, made according
to our Tentative List, indlcates that a pre~war total of 2,000
manuscripts exlsted; according to our iInformation, it is safe
to assume that a large majority of these manuscripts have sur-
vived the war. :

2. Iarly prints, rare books and periodicals to be found in the
Jewish and Oriental Divisions of German libraries. No over-all
"estimate is possible, nor do we know at this moment how great a
percentage of these collectlons has survived the war.

3. frchival materlal in the German archives. No over-all estimatbte
is possible. Catalogues exist but are not entirely reliable.
There 1s certainly more Ilmportant archival material than is in-
dicated 1n the catalogues and repertories of German archives.

4. Archival materiasl of former German-Jewish communities whioch is
now belng claimed by JR30 or handed over to us by present Jewish
comrunlties. It has been suggested theat this materlal be sorted
in Wiesbaden prior to distribution and that the more important
documents be microfilmed. ‘

Propositions! (a) It is suggested that we start with microfilm-
ing the Iebrew manuscripts in German possession and the reperto-
ries of the respective divisions in Geraan archives. This seenms
financially the most feasible, because (1) we could draw up an
approximate budget, and (2) we would not need experts. This,
moreover, would not preclude a larger operation at some later
time insofar as a selectlon of archival material could be made
from the microfilmed catalogue-sectlons.

(b) A selection of manuscripts could be made by our Advisory
Committee since printed catalogues exist Tor almost all collect-
lons. However, it seems advisable to microfilm all Hebrew manu-
seripts, as at least 3institutions in this country are interested
in, and willing to pay for, complete sets.

¢. The actual microfilming could be carried through by a Cerman
society, which charges between 12 and 15 Pfennig per page and
about half of this price for copies. We would need a Marks loan
from JRS0O of at least 75,000 llarks if we decide to microfilm



260,000 pages in four copiles.

d. In addition to the 75,000 Marks grant from JRSO, we may need
$10,000 for administrative expenses. Since 75,000 Marks at the
present rate of exchange represent 15,000, the minimum budget
for the program 1s about $25,000. _

Finsnces: The following possibilities may be expleored:

1. "Sale" of microfilms throughout the world. The great 4dlffi-
culty {(bubt not an unsurmountable one) is that before we start
microfilming we must have made up our minds of how many copies
we want of each item. “Sale’ will be simple if we can 'sell"
corplete sets. Coples of mlorofilms are cheap only if they are
made in one operation. The possibilities of "selling" whole
sets througnout the world appear to be rather limited. This,
however, should be investigated. We may decide to Turn over
distribution to an American firm with consgsiderable experience
in this fleld called University Miecrofilms, Ann Arbor, IMich.

Once we have explored the possibilities of "selling" these miero-
films, we may be in a position to ask the JRSO for a loan only.
It should be borne In mind that a part of the administrative
expenses will be necessary for the continuance of JCR up to the
end of the year anyhow, so that the Marks loan remains the main
item which we may be in a position to repay in dollars or other
currency needed by JDC and JA.

2, The following foundations may be willing to grant us our dollar
budget 1f we oblaln the necessary lMarks funds from JRSO:

Rockefeller Moundation, Guggenheim Foundation, Otto Strauss
Foundation, Hofheimer Foundation.

3. The following organizations may be willing to contribute
substentially: The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the
Union of Orthodox Syngagues, Blnail B'rith, The American Jewish
Committee. : '

4. I was told by practically everybody with whom I discussed the
matter that it should be possible to approach private individu-
als and ask them for contribution. I de not think, however,
that we are in a position to sollicit funds.
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Meeting of Board of Directors
April 12, 1950

AGENDA

Correction of minutes of meeting of December 19, 1949 -
See attached memo

Dr. Hannah Arendt's report on Germany -
See attached report

Microfilming program
See attached memo

Confirm;tion of recommendations of the Advisory Committee

a. Distribution of books to non-Jewish libraries
.b. Distribution of ceremonial objects
0. Allocation of 2 maximum of 500 books to Morocco

. German Jewilsh lMemoriasl Library

_Rabbinical Cbuft
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To: Members of Board of Directors
From: Hannsh Arendt

Correction of Minutes of Meeting of December 19, 19409

Page 1, last paragraph, should read:

™. Some 5,000 books selected by Dr. Shunami out of
11,000 Braslau books. The remainder will go to
Switzerland" (instead of "Some 2500 books selected
by Dr. Shunaml out of the 11,000 Breslau books.
' Of the remainder of the Breslau books spproximate-
ly one-half will go to Switzerland and the other
‘half to South America =~ Argentine™).

'Page 2, second paragraph, first sentenoe,éhould read:
"The chairman proceeded to discuss the individually

owned books" {instead of "The chalrman proceeded to
discuss the Baltic Collection").




JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUGTION, INC.
1841 Broadway, New York 235, N.Y.

MIRUTES OF SPECTAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 5, 1950

Pursuvant to notice dated May 18 1950 a copy of which precedes thse

- minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Directors

of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held at 4:30 P.M., on ‘
Monday, June 5, at the office of Dr. Salo W. Baron, Columbia Uhiversity,
New York Gity.

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron, President;
Prof. Jerome Michael, Chairman of the Board of Directors; Dr. Max .
Gruenewald, Secretary, Dr. Wolf Blattberg; Dr. Simon Federbush- Dr.
Ben Halpern~ Dr. Bernard Heller; Dr. Samuel Jaffe; Dr. Hannah Arendt
Executive Secretary. Also attending were: Mrs. Henrietta Buchman

of JDC and Mr. Eli Rock of JRS0.

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chalrman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as ssec~
retary of the meeting. ‘

I. Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the mlnutes of the meetlng of
April 12, 1950, were approved as clrculateﬁ

II. Budget

Prof. Bgron presented and analyzed a proposed budget for July-December,
1950, He explained that due to varlous circumstances, JCR will find
it difficult to obtain the necessary funda from JDC and the Jewish
Agency. He pointed to the fact that the budget had been cut down to
the bare necessities. He also explained that the relationship between
JCR and JRSO 1s that of mrtners in a joint undertalking and that the
request for necessary funds should not be regarded as an appeal to an
outside organization. He stated that it was estimated that on July

1, 1950, JCR-would have a cash balance of $4,000 and would have an
income of $6,000 for handling charges of books and ceremonial objects
during the second half of the year. Against this sstimated income of
$10,000 are estimated expenses of $20,160, which fall into the follow-
ing categories:

1. Expenses for continued activities In Germany, in-
cluding freight and insurance on shipments from
Germany to the United States $8,100

2. Expenses for headquarters in New York 5,760

3. Expenses connected with distribution of books and :
ceremonial objects in the United States - 6,300

Prof, Baron pointed out that the budget for the New York office and
distribution in the United States is unalterable; that, moreover, the
budget for the New York office shows only three ltems- the salaries
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- for an executive secretary and stenographer and office expenses of
- 600 for six months--a minimum which is possible only because of the

hospitality of the Conference con Jewlsh Relations. The only alterable

- part of the budget is the $8,100 for continued operation in Germany.
- It would not be wise, however to cut this part of the budget and to
- stcp operations in Germany now for the following reascns; (a) Part

of the job would have to be done by JRSO in Germany: (b) the material

will hdve to be sorted in Nsw York on salariss paid In dollars, ac-
cording to Amcrican standards; (c) this material will have to be
shipped again from New York to Israel and other parts of the world,

- Upon moticn duly made and seconded, the budget was unanimously ac-

cepted.

IZTI, Mliecrofilm Project

Because of the above mentioned budgetary difficulties, a supplementary
budget for microlilming purpuses had been drawn up and presented to

the Board of Directors. This budget was drawn up after careful invest-
igation of various possibilities and after prolonged research and
discussion with mewbkers of the Advisory Committee as to the probable
number of manuscript nages in German institutions worthy of being
microfilmed. )

The budget called for 50 000 DM for making microfilm negatives of
200,000 manuscript pages plus 15%, amounting to 4,500 DM, for adminis-
trative and office 9Xps nses, and $7,900 to cover the estimated cost

of 10 positives at $440 each, l.e. $4,400, and $2,500 for salary,

IcA travel and other related expenses for one person in chargs in
Germany. Against these expenses there 1s an estimated income of
$5,000, Discussion with various libraries have revealed a strong
interest in the project and willingness to pay for one set of micro-
films of Hebrew manuscripts in Germany.,

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the microfilm budget was unanl-
mously adopted.

In view of the fact that JDC and Jewish Agency had previously refused
to grant JCR the necessary funds for microfilming, the question was
raised where the money would come from. Prof. Baron proposed to
approach several foundations for a grant to JCR for the microfilming
grogram. He explained that up to now JCR had not explored such possi-
bilities because 1t had hoped to get sufficient funds to do microfilm-
ing as part of 1ts regular activities.

The sum of 25,000 was mentioned for microfilming of Hebrew manuscripts
not only in Germany, but in Austria, Italy and possibly France as well.
The {25,000 would constitute a revolv1ng fund which would be reple-
nished through the sale of complete sets to subscribing libraries.

Dr. Pederbush reported that the government of Israel planned to micro-
film manuscripts and rare books in all libraries throughout the world.
Or. Arendt sald that she had heard about this project and that she
1ad been In touch with P-of. Scholem about it. She said that the com~
nittee which the Israell government intends to form had not yet had
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its first meeting. Dr. PFPederbush expressed the opinion that the pro-
jected JCR microfilm project, 1f carried out, would be a most impor-
tant achlevement. He wa§ in faveor of going ahead and possibly reliev-
ing the Israeli government of part of the job.

Dr. Jaffe asked what our alternabive would be should the foundations
roject requests for funds. He advised avolding flat refusals through
an *..formal approach, if possible through personal connections.

Uprﬁ motion duly made and seconded, the president was authorized to

aryly to foundations for a grant of $25,000 for the miecrofilming pro-
b‘rwt FI

IV. The Future of Our Activities in Germany

The president reported that the original program of handling and dis~
fributing some 350,000 books and 10,000 ceremonial objects, bturned
orer to JCR by che mllitary authorities in the American sone will be
completed by hugust 1, 1950, at the latest, if JCR geg title to the
irdividually owned books in time. He explained that eiay in complet=
Ing the progrem was due to the following reasons: some of the
bocks and objec*s which it had originally been planned to be distrib-
uted from New York were being dlstributed from Wlesbaden In order to
save freight expenses; (b) the individually owned books~-45,000-=-have
not yet been turned over to JCR.

Future activities are planﬁed as follows:

1., Reception, processing and shipment of newly dlscovered and
claimed material In the American zone.

2 Centralization of information from the three Vleastern zones in
Germany.

5., Follow-up of negotiations with German library, museum and
archive offliclals as well as German government officilals.

4, Microfilming.,

V. B'nal Brith Property

The Executive Secretary reported as follows: Among the cultural pro-
perty turned over to JCR are 17 cases of unprocessed material from the
B'nai Brith lodges in Germany. JRSO is claiming it as heirless proper-
ty, since none of the German Jewish lcdges are in existence. Mr.
Goldman, New York President of the World B'nai Brith, claims it on
behalf of the World B'nal Brith, as the successor to the property of
one of its former branches. A certain Mr. Schoyer of ILondon, now with
the Jewish Relief Unit in Berlin also claims it as the trustee of all
former lodge property in Germany.

Dr. Arendt proposed that no action be taken with regard to B'nal Brith
property until the controversy between JRSO and B'nal Brith is resolved.
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She proposed that at that time JCR conform to that agresment. Mr.

Ell Rock proposed that-the 17 cases ¢of Btnal Brith property be shipped
to the Paris warehouse, together with the individually owned books of
six and more per owner.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, 1t was decided to treat B'nai

Bw.ith property like other property ldentiflable as to ownership and te
uttre 1t tozether with the individuslly owned books In the JDC ware-
house In Pa*fs.

VI, JCR Agreement and Non-Jewish Iibrarles

Tre Executive Secretary reported on certain difficultlies which had
arisen with respect to paragraphs #1 and #5 of the JCR agreement with
reciplent libraries. The large %eneral libraries, such as Columbla
University and New York Public Library felt that they could not tie
themselves down to conditions which would interfere with their entire
routine,

1&on motlion duly made and seconded, the Executive Secretary was author-

zed to use Ler discretion in altering or eliminating the paragraphs
*n questlon,.

vII. Allocation of Ceremonial Objects to General Museums in U.S.

The Executive Seécretary reported a&s follows; Almost all Jewish mu-
seumis In the United States have by now selected thelr share of cere-
monial objects. Selection for Canada, South Africa and Great Britain
were made by the Advlsory Committee. Shipment will be made as soon

as a distinctive mark has been put on each object and customs formali«
ties drranged. A small number of objects should now be made avallable
to Jewlsh divisions of general museums in the United S.ates

Upon motion duly made and Seconded, the Board of Directors empowered
the Advisory Committes to recognize non-Jewish museums as reciplents
of a limited number of objects.

The mpeting was adjourned at G:GO P.M.

Respectfully submitted

thnah.Aréﬁég ;
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
‘October 9, 1950

Pursuant to a notlce dated September-20, 1950, a copy of which
precedes the minutes of this meeting, a special joint meeting
of the Board of Directors and the Advisory Committee of Jewish-
Cultural Reconstruction, Inec. was held at 8:00 P.M., on Monday,
October 9, at the office of Dr. Salo W. Baron, Columbla Univer-
sity, New York Clty.

The following members of the Bsard of Directors were’ present:
Prof. Salec W. Baron, President; Prof. Jerome Michael, Chalirman
of the Board of-Directors; Dr. Wolf Blattberg, lr. Saadia G.
Cherniak, Dr. B,rnard Heller, Dr. Yitzchak Lewin. The follow-
Ing members of the Advisory Committee attended: Prof. Alexander
Marx, Chairman, Rabbl Israel Gerstein, Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, Dr.
A. M. Margallth, Dr. Michael L. Munk, Dr. Rachel Wischnitzer.
Also present were: Dr. Aaron Steinberg of the World Jewlish
Congress in london, Rabbl Hirsch E. L. Freund of the Synagogue
Council of America, and the following members of the JCR staff:
Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary, Mr. Ben~Horin, Mr. Henry
F. Odell and Rabbl S, Rochman.

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chairman of the meeting and Dr.
Hannah Arendt as secretary.

I. Minutes
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting

of June 5, 1950, were approved as circulated,

II. Allocation of PFrankfurt Material

Dr. - Arendt reported that the Frankfurt material consists of
100,000 to 150,000 ltems, mostly non-Jewish books~-unclalmed pri-
vate property--which were turned over to the Hessen government

by the American authorities for distribution to German libraries.
According to an agreement reached by Dr. Arendt with Prof. Eppels--
helmer, custodian, and Dr. 3,ein, Minister of Education for Hessen
50% of these books are to be turned over to JCR, because a large
part of this material probably came from private German-Jewish
libraries. Prof. Scholem, who was in Germany recently, found the
whole collection more valuable and interesiing than was antici-
pated. 5% to 10% of the total are Judaica and will be delivered
to JCR; the remaining 90% to 95% will be divided between JCR and
the German libraries, under the supervision of Prof. Eppelsheimer.
The work will be done in a bunker in Frankfurt under the direc-
tion of Dr. Lowenthal, and will have to be financed by a mark
budget from JR30. As to allocation, Dr. Arendt reported that
Prof. Scholem claimed all Judaica for the Hebrew University and
the entire collection of non-Jewish books, with the exception of

L4

... periodicals, for Israsl,

e




-l

Prof. Baron pointed out that the sorting of this material will
have to be done very roughly since the American authorities will
not provide sither space or workers for this job.

Upon motion made by Prof. Baron and duly seconded, it was una-
nimougly decided that all Judaica bhe transferred to HUL; that
the non-Judaica, other than periodicals, be dlvided between Is-
rael and the United States--2/3 to Israel and 1/3 to the United
Stinies-~-and that the periodicals be sent to New York for world
distribution, including Israel.

ITI. Report by lr. Meir Ben-Horin on His Mission to Europe

Mr. Mslr Ben-Horin, recently returned from Europe where he was
sent by JCR, reported as follows:

1. Overall Impressions

a. The Germmn officials were in general most cooperative,
and this despite the present trend In Germany to be less concerned
with Jewish matters than they have been since 1945,

b. JCR dld its work in Burope at a most auspicious time-
pos tpronement of operations would have led to less effective
results.

¢.. Barring unexpected discoveries, the main job in Germany
is nearing completion. The amount of material which has thus
far been found In the Britlsh and French zones 1s not very cone
siderable.,

2. The Work in Wieshaden

At the present time 45,000 individually owned and identifiable
books are being sorted, listed and prepared for shipment. The
work has taken longer than was anticlpated because the early
listings of na mes and ex libris found in the books were in-
correct.

3. ginisterial Decree

During her trip to Burope, at the beginning of this year, Dr.
Arendt submitted a memorandum to Kultusminister Hundhammer in
Bavaria, in which she proposed that continued search for Jewish
cultural treasures in German institutions should be legalized
through a ministerlal decree and that all treasures found be
reported to JCR. Mr. Ben-Horin followed up this proposal and -
found that no action had been taken in lMunich. In‘hils opinlon
Dr. Auerbach, a very important official in Bavaria, who 1is also
in charge of restitution for Bavarla, has blocked the issuance
of such a decree, just as he has blocked JRSO's claims to cul-
tural treasures discovered by JCR in Bavaria, In Hessen, on the
other hand, Mr, Ben-Horin had been in touch with Dr. Cremer,
Director of Westdeutsche Bibliothek, who is ready %o recommend
to Dr., Stein, the Minister of Education that the decree be
issued in order to stimulate similar Stepu in other German
Laender. '
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4, Microfilming Project

Mr., Ben-Horin investigated the possibility of mierofilming Heb-
rew manuscripts in Germany. In Frankfurt he found that most of
the valuable parts of the library's possessions, including two
cases of Hebrew manuscripts, are still unpacked. The Hebrew
manuscripts of the Prausslische Staatsbibliothek of Berlin are
now in Marburg and Tuebingen, while the only list of all the
manuscripts is in Berlin. The Tueblngen manuscripts are on dark
shelves as pa rt of the Orlentalia, and it 1s very hard to de-
termine which are in Hebrew. In Hamburg and in Munich all manu-
scripts ha ve been saved and are available for microfilming.
Since the Israeli government 1s looking into the possibility of
microfiiming all Hebrew manuscripts in Europe, JCR has abandoned
Lus independent microfilming project and decided to make its
informatlon available to the Israell group.

5, Austris

Mr. Ben-Horin expressed the opinion that efforts should be made

by world Jewish organizations as well as Austrian Jews to organ-
ize a successor organization for Jewish property in Aumtria, in-
cluding of course cultural Jewish property. He polnted to Yiddish
newspaper arplcles which supported his position, As far as cul-
tural heirless property is concerned, he referred to Dr. Lowen-
thal's Report on Austrlia. (Report No. 20, June 1950).

(For complete  details on Mr. Ben-Horints "Mission to Burope," see
Report No. 21, Sept. 1950).

In the namé of those present, Prof. Baron expressed hls gratitude
to Mr. Ben=-Horin for the fine work he had done in Germany and for
the good report he presented. Prof. Baron also took this oppore
tunity to mention Dr. lLowenthal's trip to Austria. He stated:

"We owe Dr. Lowenthal a real debt of gratitude for his discoveries
in Austria. Not since the days of the late Dr. Starr hss any-
thing as important reached us on Austrla. He has found things
which were not even known to the Austrian Jews,"

A discussion of the Report followed during which Dr. Steinberg
raised questions regarding material in the Russian zZone, archival
material and Jewlsh cultural property in Trieste, Dr. Arendt
explained that there is a considerable amount of imporitant ma-
terial in the Eastern zone of Germany. The whole Hamburg com-
munity library of 30,000-40,000 volumes is in Dresden. In
Thueringen there was another big cache from the Rosenberg collegw
tion and about 50,000 volumes seem {0 have been included in the
Halle University ILibrary. There were important caches in Silesia,
whence important’ collections had been taken to Poland. Out-of
approximately 50,000 books of the Breslau Seminary, only 12,000
turned up in Offenbach. JCR has tried to get as much information
as possible regarding thls material. As to Trieste, Dr. Steinberg
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felt that the Israeli authorities, who have consular staffs there,
should negotiate with the Trleste authoritles to recover what-
ever material might be there. He stated that he would ask the
London commlitee to look into this matter,

IV. Jewish Trust Corporation

Mr. Ben-Horin reported that the Jewish Trust Corporation {(JTC)
in the British zone was formed in July, 1950, JIC decided that

- would not be expedient to recognize JCR as its cultural agen-
¢y, but decided instead to establish a department of its own for
the recovery, handling, processing and distribution of Jewish
cultural property. JTC is planning similar procedure in the
French zone.

Prof, Baron stated that JCR was not particularly eager to work
in the British zone because the available preliminary information
shows that there is not enough work to be dome for a continuous
project such as was organized in  Offenbach and Wiesbaden. Fur- -
thermore, the British government, unlike the American government,
would not provide space or personnel and the project would be
very coatly. On the other hand, JCR felt that it should offer
1ts services to JIC. While in Europe, Dr. Arendt had submitted
a memorandum to the British organizations, outlinlng a plan of
cooperation with JTC based on JCR's agreement with JRSO. On the
basis of this memorandum negotiations with JTC had been conduc-
ted. FProf. Baron felt that there was no serious objection to

JTC establishing its own department, which will probably be
headed by Dr. Lowenthal who acquired the necessary experience
while in the service of JCR and who is 4 competent administrator.
He suggested that the Board abandon the idea of working in the
British and Prench zones,

V. BSuccegsor to JCR in Germany after Jan. 1, 1950

Dr. Arendt stated that alfter the Wiesbaden depot 1s closed on
January 1, 1951, there will be a number of pending claims for
which JCR will need an address. Moreover, JCR has received this
year 165 ceremonial objects, 58 Torah Scrolls, several hundred
books, several cases of archives and more will be forthcoming.
She has therefore communicated wlth JRS0 in Nuremberg and they
have agreed to receive shipments to- JCR, to forward correspon-
dence and to make shipments for JCR, after January 1, 1951.

Dr. Baron stated that the situation is in many respects unsatis-
factory. There are still many valuable Jewlsh books, ceremonial
objects and archives in Germany. He felt, however, that it would
not pay to maintalin offices in Germany in 1951, 1952, etc., even
if JCR could secure a decrea. It seems that most of the libra-
ries in Germany are not in a position to find out what they have
of Jewish confiscated property. It may take three, four or five
years to get this Information. He felt,therefore,  that it was
necessary to close the German offices on January 1, 1951 and

the New York offices during the coming year. He mentioned the



5=

pesaibility of reopening the JCR office in a few years, should
the situation warrant it and the general conditions be favorable
for such a step. He further proposed that this problem be gone
into detail at the December meeting of the Board.

Upon suggestion that the Wiesbaden depot be continued for another
s#ix months on a reduced budget, Prof, Baron pointed outs 1) that
the Wiesbaden depot will be closed by the military authorities

on December 31; and 2) that JCR was operating on a minimum bud-
get, paying the salary of only one man, vwhich budget could not
possibly be reduced.

VI. Allocation of Individually Owned Books

Dr. Arendt reported that individually owned books of slx or more
belonging to one owner have been sorted arnd set eside for ship-
ment to the JDC warehouse in France. There are 16,800 of thess
books, belonging to 830 owners. The remaining 25,000 %o 30,000
books of five or less per owner, cmsisting mostly of German Ju-
daica and non-Jewi sh material, will be ready for shipment as

soon as JCR gets titls. These will not be sorted according to
categories. It was suggested that soms of these books be shipped
to Australia and that Canada receive an additional allocation.

Upon motion duly made arml seconded, it was voted that the ori-
ginal plan adopted by the Board of Directors for the distribution
of books should also be applied to these books, namely 40% should
go to Israel, 40% to the Western hemisphere, and 20% to other
count ries. ‘

VII. Lists
The members of the Board of Dirsectors and the Advisory Committee
expr essed thelr disappointment at the fact that, with few excep~

tions, reciplent libraries have not sent to JCR the list of books
they received, as per agreement.

VIII, Allocation of Archives

Dr. Arendt reported that in Wiesbaden new archival materilsal is
constantly belng added to the archives originally received- in
Offenbach. Since the Wiesbaden depot has to be liquidated, this
material has bo be shipped out. She suggested that in view of
the fact that these are odd documents, very much wanted by the
National Archives in Jerusalem to complete their collection, all
archival material should be allocated to Jerusalem in order to
centralize 1t as much as possible. The situation might be dif-
ferent if JCR should receive the Bavarian Jewlsh community ar-
chives, which are more complete. But this does not seem likely.

Rabbi Kiev suggested the possibility of s ending the Wiesbaden
material to the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati. There
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they have ample photostatic equipment and an expert in Dr. Selma
Stern~Taeubler. He felt that in Cincinnati these archives would
be aveilable to scholars much sooner than in Jerusalem, where
they »l L1 not be accessible for several years. He suggested that
this procedure vould not necessarily commit the Board of Direc-
tors to leave all the archives in Cincinnati permanently.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed that

the President be authorized to app01nt a committee of threé with
power %o decide on the allocatlion of the archival material.

IX. Depot with Identifiable Property in Marseille

Dr, Arendt reported that a new situation had developed with re-
gard to identifiable property stored by JDC, France. Originally
assurance was gliven that there would be a sufficient JDC staff

to makes the necessary distribution to psrivate and other claimants.
Theresafter the JDC moved 1ts warehouse to Marseille and this
material will be shipped there. It 1s very doubtful if the JDC
staff will be large enough to do this job for JCR. It may there-
fore be necessary to get a special budget allocation next year
for the handling of this material by JCR.

X. Distribution of Ceremonial Objects

Dr. Arendt gave the following report: Ceremonial objects have
been distributed to museums in the United States, to Africa,
Argentina, England and Canada. About 400 objects are being held
in reserve for other Iatin American countries,

Distrivution of objects to synagogues and congregatlons in the
United States has only partially been decided upon: the immigrant
congregations from Central Europe have top priority; the remainder
will go to all other congregations. Since JCR cannot handle the
distribution to each individual synagogue, Dr. Arendt suggested
that the Synagogue Council of America, which represemts the
organized Orthodox, Reformed and Conservatlive synagogues, be
asked to handle the distribution of ceremonial objects for JCR.
Prof. Baron concurred in this opinion, pointing out that the
Synagogue Council of Amerlca represents the majority of organized
congregation in the United States.

Dr. Lewin's suggestions that the Orthodox congregationa receive
most of the ceremonial objects and that an Advisory Committee
take the responsibility for the allocation of ceremonial ob jects,
following a procedure simllar to the one used in the allocation

of books, was found unfeasible. Rabbi Freund polnted out the many
problems the Synagogue Council will be confronted with and the
conditions nacessary for the execution of this progect.

Upon motion made by Rabbi Gerstein and duly seconded, the follow-
ing resolution was adopted, embodying essentlially the suggestions



made by Rabbi Freund:

That Jewish Cultural Reconstruction request the Synagogue
Council of America to undertake the di stributlon of cere-
monial objects on behalf of Jewlish Cultural Reconstruction
to congregations in the United States, other than the im-
migrant congregations of Central Europe.

That for this purpose, JCR request the Synagogue Councll
of America to form a special committee consisting of repre-
sentatives from sach of it s constituent members~-United
Synagogue of "America, Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

- tions, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations--as well as
a representative from the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. This
body is empowered to invite obther arganizations to take
equal part. While this committes will be filly responsible
for the selection of reciplent congregations and the allo-
cation of material, the overall policl according to which
guch selections and allocations will be made has to be
approved by the Board of Directors of JCR.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 P,M.
Respectfully submitted’

Vo o F Pre i

Hannah Arendt
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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
December 21, 1950

Pursuant to s notice dated November 28, 1950, a eopy of which pre-
cedes the minutes of this meeting, a specisl meetving of the Board
of Directors was held at 4:30 P.M., on December 21, 1950, at Profes-
gor Baron's office, Columbje University, New York éity.

The following members of the Board were present: Prof. Salo W.
Baron, Dr. Wolf Blattberg, Mrs. Henrietta Buchman, Rabbi Simon
Federbushy Dr. Max Gruenewald, Dr, Ben Halpern, Dr. Isaac Lewin, Mr.
High Salpeter; ex officio: Dr, Hanmah Arendt, The following members
of the Advisory Committee attended as guests of the Board of Direc-
tors: Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, Dr. Michael L. Munk, Dr, Guido Schoen-
be;gerg Also present were: Mr, Eli Rock, JRSO, Rabbi S. Rochman,
JCR.

In the absence of Prof, Jerome Michael, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, Prof. Baron acted as chairman of the meeting and Dr,
Hamnah Arendt as secretary.

I; Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of
October 9, 1950, were approved as circulated, :

Prof. Baron stated that several letters had come in response to the
memorandum which had been sent to the menmbers of the Roard and the
Advisory Commitiee on November 28th, and that these will be coumted
as votes from the Board members and as suggestions from the Advisory
Commitiee, '

11, Pending Claims: Ceremonial Objects from Framkfuri

Dy, Arendt reported that the Frankfurt Jewish community, which had
originally promised not to enter a claim for the ceremonial objects
of the former Jewish Museum, has gained access to the cases, taken
some of the items and returned others to the Frankfurt munieipality.
Mesnwhile JCR received a number of requests, from Dr. Nelson Glueck
and Dr. Frenz Landsberger of the Jewish Museum in Cincinnatiy from
the Jewish Museum, New York, and from the Committee on Restoration
of Continental Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives as well as the
Anglo-Jewigh Association in England.

Prof. Baron nointed out that the whole discuassion of the allocation
of these objects may become academic since the Jewish community of
Frankfurt no longer seems ready to part with these objects unless
they weceive photopraphs and statements by Dr. Schoenberger indicats.
ing which belonged to the Gesellschaft.

Dr, Schoenberger stated that it is difficult to distinguish these
things from ghotographs, that as far as he eould tell from the pho-
tographs hardly sny belonged to the ¢ity, that those belonging to
the city were epparently kept back right from the beginning, that
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most of them seemed to have belonged either to the community or to
the Gesellschaft, and that the objects which belonged to the com-
munity can be selected from the objects themselves rather than from
the photographs since they had specific initials and a number fol-
lowing the initials. Some of them, such as the two famous golden
cups, undoubtedly belonged to the community. Many othérs undoubted-
ly were the property of the Gesellschaft.

Prof, Baron suggested that we write to the Frankfurt community and
tell them that, while it is difficult to distinguish Gesellschaft
from community property from photographs, to the best of our knowl-
edge practically none of the objecis belonged to the municipality.
He felt that we should not be too legalistic in this matter, and we
should give to the community whatever objects they need and use the
others to distribute to museums all over the world.

The discussion that followed pertained to the allocation of these
objecte. Some members felt that the Bezallel Museum had received
net only their just share, but by far the best pieces of the orig-
inally recovered ceremonial objects, that furthermore the diaspora
countries are as much interested in these objects as is Israel, and
that they should therefore be chiefly distributed among museums out-
side of Palestine. On the other hand, it was pointed out that the
Frankfurt Jewish community may be more likely to part with them if
they g0 to Israel and that smaller museums in Israel, aside from the
Bezallel Museum, seemed to have received nothing so far.

1t was sugéested thet the original procedure of 40% to Israel, 40%
to the Western hemisphere and 20% %o other countries be followed,
with the possibility of London getting most of the 20%.

It was further sugeesied that we request Bezallel 0 send us a re-
port of the objects they received and that when Dr. Maimon comes to
this country, we have a conference with him for the purpose of es-
tablishing @& committee under the superviesion of the Ministry of
Religion, or the Jdewish Agency in cooperation with the Ministry of
Religion, for the distribution of some of the ceremonial objects to
to congregations and museums in Israel other than Bezallel. :

Dr. Arendt reported that 165 additionsl ceremonial objects were re-
covered during last year, some of which wore sllocated to JTC for Gerw
man Jewish communities in the British zone, She suggesyed thatv the
remainder should be allocated to the various communities in Israel.
Upon motion duly made and seconded, this'suggesaion was adopted.

IT1I. Decree gnd Successor Address

After hearing Prof. Scholem's written remarks on the usefulness of a
decree to be issued by the German Laender governments, ordering that
all Jewish property which may be discovered in the future be report-
ed, the Board of Directors decided that JCR should continue its ef-
forts to obtain such a decree, and that the reports should be sent
to the JRSO hesdquarters in Nuremberg and to its desigmee, should
JRSO close its headquarters in Germany. ‘
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IV, Berlin

Dr. Arendt reported that JCR has emtered a certain number of claims
with the Jewish community of Berlin, enumerated in the Annual Report
Appendix Vy under the heading "Berlin,® JCR has been in contact witﬁ
thip community and during his negotiations, Prof. Scholem was given
all kinds of promises which were never kept, Upon Prof. Scholem's
sugpestion, we sent approximatély 600 books by airfreight from
Wizsbaden, addressed to Galinsky, and we set aside another 1,000,
pending further negotiations, In view of the fact that they never
gchknowledged receipt of this shipment, the question, arose whether to
ghlp the addi%ional 1,000 Hebraica, which are quite scarce. This
guestion had to be de01ded upon immediately since the Wiesbaden depot
was closi HE,.

In the courge of the dlscussion, it was pointed out that the head-
guarters of the Cemeindes is in the Russian sector and contaet is aif-
fiuit, It was suppested that Rabbi Federbush, who had received the

orzﬁinal request for books from Dr. Freier, cable Dr. Freier regard-
inz this matter,

Mr, Pock pointed out that JESO has had similar difficulties with the
Perlin Gemeinde. He felt that the leadership was poor and irrespon-
sible and that relationships between JRS0 and the Gemeinde have gde-
teriorated.

It was decided to ship the additional 1,000 books only as a quid pro
quo in return for the material which we request, end if agreeable to
the JDC of Berlin, these 1,000 books may be shipped to them and they
would act as the custodian untll such time as they would be authori z-
e¢d to ship them to the Berlin community.

V. Archives

Prof, Baron stated that there were three types of archival material:

(1) the Gesamtarchiv which will probably go to Jerusalem;

(2) the Bavarian Jewish Community Archives now held by Bavarian m-
nicipal or state archives, which JCR had claimed through JRSO.
The Bavarian Jewish communities interfered, with the result that
they were neither turned over to us nor to them, This material,
however, as well as registers from the Bavarian Jewish communities
may be recovered by JCR during the next year;

(3) a emall collection of stray documents which we recovered in
Wiesbaden and which should be allocated during this meeting.

Claims for the material mentioned under (3) as well as under (2) had
been entered by the Hebrew University, the American Jewish Archives
The Yiddish Scientific Institute, and’ the American-Jewish Historical
Societv.

Allocation of the material mentioned under (3) was submitted to a sub-
committee in accordance with a previous decision of the Board. The
subcommittee recommended the following:
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1. In accordance with the request of the American Jewish Ar-
chives, presented in their letter of November 7th, 1950, it
is recommended that the American Jewish Archives be recog-~
nized as the custodian of the archival material now in the
German depot of JCR, under the condition that the cost of
transportation and the responsibility for sorting and proc-
egsing of this material be borne by the American Jewish
Archives.

2, This decision shall not preclude the final allocation of
this as well as other archival material which may still D&
recovered by JCR. Further disposition and final allocation
shall be decided upon at some future time,

The matter was then thrown open for discussion by the members
of the Board. It was pointed out that due to difficulties of a
practical nature these archives may not be unpacked and processed in
Jerusalem for a long time while the American Jewish Archives are ful-
1y equipped to handle this material. Furthermore, although it was
recognized that the Hebrew University haes top priority for all mate-
rial which is not duplicated in its own collection, the JAmerican
Jewish Archives alse are entvitled to a ecertain priority as part of
the German-Jewish Memorial Library. On the other hand, future gen-
erations of scholars are much more likely to gather around the
Hebrew University than the United States, But it was also stated
that for the last two decades scholarship in the study of German
Jewish history has been a major concern of Hebrew Union College and
the Jewish Institute of Religion, and that at least 6 eminent
scholars in this field are working in Cincinnati and New York at

the present time,

Upon métion duly made and seconded the fbllowing resolution was
pasgsed:

That a1l archival material should be shipped o the Hebrew Uni-
veraity in Jerusalem;

That the Hebrew University be formally requested to claseify
and catalogue this material as quickly as possible and to pro-
vide microfilm copies of the more important documents, partic-
ularly for the group of scholars working in Cinecinnati.

The following members present voted for the resolution: Dr. S,
Federbush, Dr, Blattberg, Mr., High Salpeter, Dr, Ben Halpern, Dr,
Max Gruenewald, Dr. Isaac Lewin,

Prof,'Gershom Scholem, Dr, Osear Rabinowicz, Praf, Ceeil Roth, (by
mail); Anglo~Jewish Association (by cable),

Agair . the resolution: Dr. Leo Baeck (by mail),
Abstained: Mrsg, Buchman, |
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According to an earlier decision of the Board of Directors, all of
Judaica and two thirds of the non-Jewish material will go %o
Jerusalem, the remainder to be shipped to the United States, chiefly
for Brandeis University and Yeshiva College, The Committee on
Restoration of Continental Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives and
the Anglo-Jewish Association have protested this decision, stating
that 250,000 volumes were lost by the British Museum during the war
and requesting that all nonw-Jewish books which do not go to Israel be
sent to the British Museum for a first selection and that the residue
only be sent to New York.

Prof., Baron pointed out that our policy has beén to assign non-Jewish
books to Jewish libraries only and that non-Jewish librariesg have
been spproached with offers of Judaica only. He felt that it would
be legitimate to assign Judaica to the British Museum and mentioned
that the Biblioth®que Nationale will receive some periodicals from
the New York depot, which had been requested via the Alliance Isra-~
é1ite Universelle, Furthermore, British institutions will receive
material through the JTC recoveries in the British zone.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was decided that non-Jewish
books from Frankfurt should not be sent to Great Britain and that

the British Museum should be recognized as a recipient of Judaica

only.

VIX. Yeshiva University

Prof. Baron reported two serious complaints against the Yeshiva Uni-
versity. In the first place, they have not sorted the books which
they received and these books are therefore not available to schol-
ars. This is particularly serious in connection with the Stuermer
colliection because of a previous understanding with the Jewish
Theological Seminary and the Jewish Institute of Religion according
to which these institutions were authorized to select quite a number
of volumes from this collection, Prof. Baron also mentioned that
some students of Columbia University are ready to work on this col-
lection as a repular assignment and stressed the importanee of this
possibility. In the second place, in their releases to the press re-
garding the Stuermer collection, Yeshiva University not omnly did not
mention Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, but stated that Yeshiva Uni-
versity "acquired" these booksy giving the impression that they
bought them,

The Board reguested that the Secretary write to the President of the
Yeshiva Univergity in the name of the Board regarding these matters.

VIII. Distribution of 12,000-13,000 Judaica and Hebraica

Dr, Arendt reported that apyroximately 12,000-~13,000 Judaica and
Hebraica of privately owned books will arrive in New York from
Wiesbaden. She suggested thet they be shipped in closed cases 1o
four or five institutions in order not to have them dispersed in too
many places, should some of the original awners turn up. The Hebrew
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University, YIVO and the Hebrew Union College are prepared to agcept

closed casésd. -

Prof, Beron questibned only one of the propositions made in writing
by Prof. Glueck of Hebrew Union College that the latter would "digs-
pnse of our duplicates to ,., individuals only to regain our orig-
inal outlay of expense," since none of our recipient libraries are
aliocwed to sell any of the books agsigned to them. He was in sym-
pathy with the suggestion of YIVO that some of these cases be sent
to the Argentine YIVO in Buenos Aires and to the Jewish National
University in Mexico.

The Board apreed that the distribution of these books he made in
line with the sugpestione of Dr. Arendt and Prof. Baron.

IX. Distribution of 305 Cases in New York Depot

Dr, Arendt reported thait there are 3CH cases of books left to be
distributed in New York, including yare books, and thet London hasg
put in a request for some of the rare books, She suggested that
about 7% of this collection be sent to England, This suggestion
was accepted by the Board,

X, Left-Overs

It was decided that the books which are left over after JCR termiw
nates its activities be shipped to: Hebrew Union College, Hebrew
University, YIVO, the Argentine YIVO in Buenos Alres and the Jewish
National University in Mexico.

XI, JCR Files

1t was reported that requests for the JCR files have come in firoms:
The Hebrew University, the Jewish Museum (on ceremonial objects on-
1ly), the dmerican Jewish Archives, YIVO and the Conference on Jewish
Relations, It was decided thst tﬁe allocation of these files should
“be decided upon at a subsequent meesting.

XTI, Budget

Prof, Baron reported on the proposed budget for JCR for the next six
months, He stated that JCR has a substential belance in the bank
because certain expenses which had been originally budgeted for the
past six months will not arise until January. He reported an ex-
pected income of approximately $4,500,00 for transportation charges
on books and ceremonial objects and requested $5,730.00 from the

JDC and the Jewish Agency, as against a $10,160.60 contribution for
the last six months and $14,700,.00 for the Tirst six months of

1950.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the budget was adopted.
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XITI! Request from BICOG
¥

Dr., Arendt reported that JCR recéived a request from the Office of
the U.S, High Commissioner to Germany through the American Jewish
Committee for certsin types of Judaica for the American libraries in
Germany, A one time allocation of 500 books was suggested and upon
motion dvly made and seconded, accepted.

XTIV, Synagogue Council

The President was authorized to appoint a delegate 1o the commitiee
of the Synagogue Council of America which is in charge of distribut-
ing ceremonial objects to the congregations in the United States.

XV, Individually Owned Books Subject to Claims

Dr, Arendt reported that JCR holds approximately 15,000 individually
owned books of six or more per owner plus approximately 16,000 books
from the Bsltic collection, which are stored in Antwerp and Paris in
the name of the JDC. All these books are subject to claimg, While
the books in Paris have been stored by the JDC free of charge, the
storage costs in Antwerp, emounting to about $400,00 for a year, will
be charged to JCR. Unclaimed books will come up for distribution in
the fall of 19861, Thus far HUL has requested the entire Baltic col-
lection and the Religious Department of JDC in Paris expects the
usual percentage for distribution among European communities, The
Board felt that allocation of this material should be decided upon at
a subseguent meeting.

gpgg %oﬁion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at
3 . % )

Respectfully subtmitted

Hannah Arendt
Secretary
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MEMORANDUM TO THE MEMBERS OF T BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The annual meeting of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction Ince., which
will take place on December 21, 1950, and for which an invitation
1s enclosed, wlll have to decide upon a number of problems connec~
ted with the termination of our activities, I am outlining the
chief points on the agenda 1n order to glve you the possibility of
giving these matters more thought than a meeting permits and in or-
der to invite written comment from our friends abroad. I should
like to urge you to present whatever suggestions you have concern-
Ing our future activities either at the meeting, or in writing, 1if
you cannot attend.

1. When JCR's depot in Oermany will close, all in~shipments will
g0 to JRSO headquarters in Nuremberg. There are only two major
in-ghipments which we expect now and which may have to be handled
with speclal care.

a. The ceremonlal objects from Frankfurt, about which we are in

correspondence, I would suggest that’ they be ahipped to

New York, where they can be examined and catalogued with

the help of Dr., Schoenberger, This would mean that Israel
and especlally the Bezallel Museum would receive its share
from New York. Although the job of distributing these ob-
jects will not be too big, some work may again have to be
done in the Jewish Museum, and we may even contemplate en-
listing the help of Mr. Odell for a very limited time. .

b. The Bavarlan Jewish community srchives, a small part of which
(comprising approximately 450 volumes of registers) have
only recently been offered to us by the PRavarian Jewish
Landesverband. I do not think that we can handle these ar~
chives at all in view of our limited faclilitles and the
pressure of time. DBefore these archives are shipped out of
Germany, a declsion should be made by the Board of Directors
as to which Institution should receive them without involv-
ing JCR activities so that the whole thing can be handled
with even & minimum of correspondence. The following Insti-
tutlons are iInterested; Natlional Archlves, Jerusalem, Yid-
dish Scientific Institute, American Archives, Cincinnati,

2. The sscond activity which we may war% to follow up in Germany
after December 31lst is connected with the decree to be lssued
by the German lLaender government., This may again involve quite
a blt of work and you may therefore declde to let it drop ale
together. However, 1t should be borne In mind that such a legal
instrument, whilch under the occupation law may not be of great
consequence can become very l1lmportant at some future time when
the Allied Armies will have left Germany and an improvement in
material condltions brings to light some unexpected Jewish cul~-
tural property.
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If we succeed in obtaining this decree, new material may be re-
ported. Moreover, the activitles of the Jewish Trust Corporation
may lead to new discoveries, not only in the Britlish, but also
in the American zone. As long gs JRSO has its offices in Ger-
many and JCR retalns its headquarters in New York, information
can be channeled through JRSO and proper action tan be taken.
The problem however is what will happen when, at the end of next
year, both organizations will have terminated thelr activities.
To which agency will the German Institutions be able to turn?
Who will determine who the recipients will be? What will the
legal and administrative procedure be? It would be unwise in
our opinion to rely on the local Jewish communities in thils
matter. Even the channeling of informatlon through them seems
toc be a rather unsatlsfactory solution in the light of our past
experiences. (We should not forget that it was the late Dr,
Starr who had to inform the local community in Vienna of the
surviving remants of their former holdings, that Dr. Lowenthal
made a report on a collectlion of Judaica and Hebraica which was
completely unknown to the Jews of Austrla, and that the Jewish
community in Prankfurt became interested in the ceremonial ob-
jects of the Frankfurt Jewlsh Museum only after we had discovered
them, etc.)., The truth unfortunately is that these communities
lack interest and knowledge which would enable them to evaluate
information properly. :

Berlin is a case apart. There the deadline for claimants was
extended to June 30, 1950, which means that the recovery of
heilrless property is in 1ts very early stages. JRSO has put
in claims for us in accordance with our "Tentative IList" and
also in line with the information gathered by me on the spot.
Up to now very 1little has been forthcoming from this source,
so that Berlin is one place in the American zone where JCR,
through no fault of its own, will not have completed its job.
The question arises whether we should let it go at that or
whether we should make a new effort next year. At this moment
the situation is obscure and complicated. :

Work on the Frankfurt material (see Minutes, October 9th, point
II) started on October 15th. Although the work is progressing

at a satisfactory pace, and we sflll hope to meet the December

5lst deadline, it 1s quite possible that for reasons beyond our
control the work on this materlal will not be canpleted before

the end of January.

According to the decision of the Board of Directors at the last
meeting, one third of the non-Jewish material--probably between
12,000 and 18,000 books~-will come to the United States Iin Febe
ruarys Regular distribution of these.books through our New York
depot would seriously delay the cloaing of the depot. Moreover,
this non~Jewish material, strictly speekling outside the range

of JCR's activitles, will be needed mostly by only two institu-
tions, Yeshlva University and Brandels Unlverslity, I should
therefore like to propose that this material be equally divided
between these two institutlions and shipped to them directly from
the pier. I should also like to propose that in order te avold
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returns, dupllcates be listed by the two recipients and offered
to general libraries by JOR. A direct exchange between the two
institutions in question should also be established.

An eatimated 12,000~ 14 000 Judaica and Hebralca of the privately
owned books will arviws in New York early next year. Because

of the hurrled proecaduvee in Wiesbaden, these books will not

have tesn sorted accordiing to categories. We also must not for-
get that these booky., as distinguished from all others, bear

the namss of private oarners. In order to facilitate future re=-
coveries by individual claimants, it may be wise to divide these
books among a few--possibly f@nr or five~-institutions, which
would agree to accept closed cases directly from Wiesbaden.

Here again We should walve our condition with regard to dupli-
cates. In making this suggestion, I do not want to minimize

the difficulties the institutlions will face by accepting unopened
cases, especlally in view of the fact that JCR has flooded the
United States market with this type of material., Alternative
suggestions on this point would therefore be doubly welcome.

Even if new material from Germany wlll not be handled through
us in New York, the closing of the New York depot presents
serious problems.

g&. The distribution of periodlcals in accordance with requests
from librariss, including the Hebrew Unlversity Library, 1s
of course & much more time consumling procedure than distri-
bution according to categories. Distribution of 10l cases
of German Jewlsh periocdicals was started in August and will
be finishad by the beginning of December. We shall then -
have to’ deal with 55 cases of Hebrew, 53 cases of Yiddish,
18 cases of French, English and Westorn European, and 10
cases of Russian periodicals ags well as 89 cases of Yid-
dish newspapers, The distribution of these categories will
proceed more quickly because there are less dupllcates amd
because a very large part of them will go to the Hebrew
University, which had received part of its share of the
German Jewish periodicals directly from Wiesbaden. However,
1t will hardly be possible to finish this distribution be-
fore the middle of March.

b. The next time-consuming distribution job are the rare books
of which we now have 3,500, including about 900 books which
we recently recelved from Wiesbaden. These too can only be
distributed by title and the difficulty here 1s that due
to an original oversight in Offenbach in 1949, no reliable
catalogue for the New York holdings exists. Even with the
best preparation possible, we shall need at least three to
four weeks for this distribution,

¢, We gshall then be left with an estimated 50-75 cases of
"left-overs." These consist of various categories which re-
mained after the first distribution was completed. Some of
these books can easily bé used to f111 requests which we
still have in the officey Canada in particular will receive
a second shipment from this reservoir.
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Unfortunately 1t will not be possible to ship any of these
books wlthout opening the cases, because no case ever are
rived from Germany or was repacked in New York which did not
have a great number of duplicates. To quote an example,

one case of German Judalca contained ten copies of volume

I of Graetz' "History of the Jews," The distribution of ~
all remnants wlll take at least another four to six weeks.

d. There 1s no doubt that we will be left with a c¢onslderable
number of books after distribution will have been completed,
The question arlses what we can do with this surplus mg-
terial, There seem to be the followlng posslibilities:

(1) To ship it to the Hebrew University, end I belleve that.
they will accept it for Israsell communlties. (2) To offer
it as 1s to the ILibrary of Congress, but I doubt whether
they will take 1t becsuse of thelr space problem. No other
livrary, in my opinion, can be expected to accept these
remanants. (3) To call in book sellers amd try to "sell"
for as much as possible~-but this only as a very last resort,

It would be very desirable to close the depot on April 1lst, but
I must confess that I do not see any way to do so., The schedule
outlined above would carry us to June 30th.,

The identifiable material stored in France has to be distrlbuted
during the second half of next year. The last Job of JCR will
be to locate owners, restitute to clalmants and to distribute
the left-over unclalmed material, which 1s now being stored in
the JDC warehouses in Paris, This material consists of 136
cagses with more than 16,000 books from the  Baltlc collection

and of 100-150 cases with approximately 20,000 books of the in-
dividually owned books whose owners possess s8ix or more items.
JCR wlll have to liquidate this depot iIn one operation and 1s
bound by its agreement with the United States government con-
cerning the Baltlc collection not to atart this operation before
Auguat 1951. It is hoped, but not certain, that the main job
will be done by JDC in France. Even under the most favorable
circumstances, addl tional work by JCR will have to be done, not
only regarding final distribution, but also with respect to the
correspondence with individual ¢laimants. These opsrations in
France will probably take at lesast three months and this is an
underestimate rather than an overestimate of the time necesgsary
to handle some 36,000 volumes.

I would therefors suggest that a special budget earmarked for
these purposes be decided upon, after consultation with the

JDC Paris staff and after the perlod during which books can be
¢laimed has elapsed, so that we may be able to tell with how
many individual claimants we have to reckon. Handling and ship=-
ping fees for property restituted to individuals will be pald

by the recipients.
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9. Up to now JCR has recelved only & small portion of the lists
of books from reciplent libraries, A special effort will be
made to receive these during the next few months,.

When JCR closes its headquarters, the question will arise what
to do with these lists and other important archival material
whidh we have accumulated in the course of our activities. In
view of the historical significance and the unlque circumstances
surrounding our work, 1t would not only be a technical lapse,
but a serious mistake to leave this material uncared for.

As for the archival material pertaining to the ceremonial objects
(photographs, catalogue-cards, etc.), the Jewish Museum of New
York, through Dr, Schoenberger has approached us and expressed
its great interest in this ma,terial.

The above outlined schedule invelves more time and expense than we
apticipated. The problems and the solutions which I outlined wiil .
require an additlonal budget for the first six months of 1951 and
a sgmaller supplementary budget for the second half of 1951,

Every suggestion which you may have that would shorten the time limit
of our activities and/or cut down expenses will be extremsly welcome,

!“"M-Z/z Wﬂ (ﬁ!ﬂ

Hennah Arendt
Executive Secretary

Noverber 28, 1950



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Broadwey, New York 23, N.Y,

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATION .
‘December 21, 1950

Pursuant to a notice dated November 28, 1950, a copy of which pre-
cedes the minutes, the Annual Meeting of this corporation for 19850
was held at 4:00 P.M. on December 21st, 1950, at Professor Baron's
office, Columbia University, New York City.

The following members of the corporation were represented at the
meeting by their respective representativeg:

Members : Representatives
Commnission on European Jewigh Salo W, Baron
Cultural Reconstruction
Agudags Israel World Organization Isaac Lewin
American Friends of the Hebrew High Salpeter
University

American Joint Distribtution Committee  Henrietta Buchman (for J,
Lookstein and Jonah B, Wise)

Council for the Protection of Rights Max Gruenewald
and Interests of Jews from Germany

Jewish Agency for Palestine Ben Halpern (for Maurice
| Boukstein and Chaim Greenberg)

World Jewish Congress Wolf Blattberg
: Simon Federbush

Also attending: Eli Rock, JRSO
Ex officioc: Hannah Arendi, Executive Secretary

Professor Salo W, Baron, the president of the corporation, acted asg
chairman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as secretary of the corporation.

A. Annusl Heport

As president of the corporation, Prof. Baron rendered the amnual re-
port as follows: :

1. Financial Renordy

The financial report covered the 17 month period from July 1, 1949,
to November 30, 1950. During this period the corporation received
$38,766,60 from the Jewish Agency and the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee and $14,455,98 from recipient institutions as reimbursement
for books and ceremonial objects. The corporation also received a
one time refund on freight charges for & shipment made prior to
July 11,1949, The total expenses for this period amounted to
$55,476,15, $36,484,75 of which covered expenses for New York head-
guarters and depots, and $18,991.40 oversecas expenses. (A detalled
account of this report is at%ached -= Appendix I),
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2, Shipments from Germany

The report on shipments covered the first eleven months of 1950.

A total ef 565 cases were ghipped out of Wiesbaden. During the
period under review, Israel received more than 21,000 and the United
States approximately 7,000 books. Latin American countries were in-
cluded in the allocation for the first time and approximately 11,000
volumes were shipped to nine Latin American countries. (Allocations
to Canada were made from the New York depot). Europe received more
than 11,000 books which included sllocation' to Switzerland of part
of the éreslau Seminary collection, and a one time allocation to
Sweden. All other European countries received only periodicals.

Of a total of 66,163 books shipped out of Wiesbaden, approximately
46,000 volumes came from German Jewish institutional collections.
Requests for periodicals from Israel, the European continent, Great
Britein, So. Africa and Argentina were filled in Wiesbaden as far
as was possible in order to save freight charges from New York,
where periodicals were originally pooled for world-wide distribu-
tion, :

Approximately 16,000 books of the individuslly owned collections he-
longed to owners of six or more books and were therefore shipped to
Belgium for gtorage in the name of the JDC.

(For further details of this report, see Appendix II, attached).

3. Report on Torah Scrolls

In addition to the 774 Torah Scrolls recovered and entrusted to the
JDC in Paris in 1949, 58 Torah Scrolls and 87 fragmentis were recove
ered in 1950, 83 of these were shipped to JDC, Paris, and 87 frag-
ments were shipped to Israel.. -

(For a réport on the distribution of Torah Scrolls through JIC,
Peris, see Appendix III).

4. Report on New Recoverieg

As a result of intensified efforts to recever Jewish cultural trease-
ures in addition te those that had been entrusted to JCR by the
military suthorities in 1949, tens of thousands of books, 165 cere-
monial objects and the above mentioned Toreh Scrolls and fragments
as well as aprchival material were received by JCR in Wiesbaden.

(A tentative list of these in-shipments is given in Appendix IV),

Since JCR's activities in Germany will terminate on Decempar 31
1950, a tentative list of discoveries made during the period Juiy 1,
1949, to November 30, 1950, is given in Appendix V.
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6, Report on Distribution of Books from the New Yébrk Depot

This report covered the entire period of this activity, i.e., July 1,
1949, to November 30, 1950. During this period approximately 80,000
books were allodated to 35 American librariesy which received books
regularly (among them nine non-Jewish institu%ions), to 40 Yeshivoth,
which received one time allocations and two other institutions whieh
were granted similar status. Canada received a first allocation of
1,500 books and about 1,500 miore are ready for shipment. Thé chief
recipient abroad was the Hebrew Unmiversity Library, which received”
the greater part of its allocation of periodicals directly from New
York.

Prof. Baron referred to several letters from librarians expressing
appreciation of JCR's activities, Notable among them are letters from
the Library of Congress, Brandeis University, the Jewish Instiwte of
Religion, Chile and Mexico,

(For details, see Appendix VI).

7. Report on Distribution of Ceremonial Objects from the

New York Depot

Almost 4,000 ceremonial objects were shipped from Germany to the
United States after Israel received its full share of synagogue and
mugeum objects and other countries had received their sghare of syn-
agogue objects only. The New York depot, therefore, had to fill re-
quests not only in the Western hemisphere, but also for museum ob-
Jects in other countries. During the period under review--September
1, 1949, to November 30, 1950--8l1l objects were catajogued and put on
display in the Jewish Museum, before distribution started, in the
earliy summer of 1950, Twelve museums in the United States received
about 1,100 objects for display, while Great Britain, France and
South Africa received their share of 520 objects in %his category. 4
wtal of 466 objects were allocated to six other countries in the
Western hemisphere, with Canada and Argentine receiving 150 objects
each, About 1,700 objects were put aside for United States syna-
gopues,

(For more deteils of this report, see Aprendix VII, attached),

Distribution of ceremonial objects is completed.

8. Digtribution of Books in 1951

During the next six months the New York book depot will have te dis-
tribute 305 cases of books which have been left over from the 864
cages shipped to New York during 1942 and 1950 plus an unknown quan-
tity of new material which is expected to arrive from Germany very
shortly.

(For more details of this report, see Appendix VIII, attached),
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Prof, Baron summed up his report by stating that they indicated a
substantial achievement for JCR., He then opened the floor for dis-
cussion. . | ' SR |

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the report was spproved.

B. Election of Officers and Directors

Because .of the imminent termination of the present activities of the
corporation, Prof, Baron suggested that there be no nomingtion of
new pegsons but that ell the present officers and directors be re-
eleeted., ' ‘ L ' S - .

Upon motion duly made end seconded, the same offieers'and,directors
wgre unanimously reelected to carry on the activities of JCR during
1951, . R ‘

There being no further business to come vefore the Ammual Heeting,
the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M,

Respecﬁfhlij subﬁitted

Hannah Arendt
Secretary



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC,

APPENDIX I

Financial Statement

Bank Balance July 1, 1949 $ 6,843,93
Receipts. | |

From JDC-Jewish Agency 38,766,60

Refund on Shipment 3,423.18

Reimbursement from Institutions

for P®ooks and Ceremonial Ubjects _14,455.98
Total Income $63,489,69

Disburgements

A, New York

1, Headguarters

a. Salaries $15,147.60
b, Office Bxpenses 1,404.68 16,552.28

2., 4&xpenses for Recovery
& Distribution

2. Salaries 10,358,00
b, PFreight, Insurance,

Customs & Cartage

for Incoming Shipments 3,509.91
¢. Storage, Labor, Services

& Miscellaneous 5,084,56

d. Shipping & Customs Char-
geg for Outgoing
Shipments 72,25 19,024,72
3. Ingurance (Pire & Work- .
men's Compensation) - 907,75
36,484,75
B, Overseas
1. Salaries ' 12,255,110
2, LCA & Other Expenses
via Nuremberg 3,456,758
3, Traveling Expenses to &
in Zurope 3,279,55
18,981.,40
Total ixpenses 55,476,155

BALANCS DZCEMBER 1, 1950 8,013,54 -
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A, BOOK
" Rare Period- Une
. Sountry lebraica Yiddish on-dewlsh icals  gorted Total
Israel 156 4,771 120 1,639 6,143 4,421 4,276 21,519
u. 8, 615 100 2,932 783 2,687 7,087
Iatin Amerleas Total 10,973
Argontine 2,836 428 1,500 173 4,932
Bolivis - 284 ‘ 222 ' 506
Brasil 1,287 20 716 2,023
Chi.e 471 20 320 813
Feru 250 - Y A ' - 529
Costa Riea 249 ‘ 176 1% £42
Eoundor ‘ 150 75 225
Mrxico 387 2¢ 268 15 114 804
- Uruguay . 388 a0 294 ' _LSQQ

Aurcope: Total 11,389

Mrance : , 181 181 .
delglium 56 56
Swedan ‘ 339 358 % 606
iz land 28 - 1,047 a7 1,064 2,311
Switserland 5,766 39 1,177 463 Teddad
derman Jewish

Communities 225 361 16 ., 602
Africa: Total 467 ”

S, Africa | - 88 7 ag
Yorocce 378 - _ , i)

Ty Sasc ol

Total 771 17,812 660 11,435 7,18 9,209 4,270 51,335

Belgium - Individually Owned Books for JnU Storags 14,828
3. IORAH SCROLLS AND TORAH ORNAMENTS
Jountry Scrolls Frasments forah Wrappers
TDC, Paris . B3 41
ew York : 48
‘Srael a7
il o ey =g Lo

Total 33 8% 89 i 230



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC,
APPENDIX III
Distribution of Torah Serolls via JDC, Paris

The JDC in Paris received: 774 Torah Scrolis in 1949;
‘ 53 Torah Scrolls in 1950,

Of these: 6§48 went to Israel;
98 are being distributed in Eurépe, including Great

Britain;
127 had to be hurried.

ok g e po 'y Bk il T B P g

APTENDIX IV

In-Shipments, Wiesbaden ~ 1950
Torah Scrolls

Scrolls 58

Fragments , 87
Books

Rare Booka 150

Hebraica and Judaica 4,270

German Judaica (approximately) 500

German Judaica and Non-Jewish German

Literature (more than) 30, 000

Archives (approximately) 10 Cases

Ceremonial Objects 1658



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC,

APEENDIX V
Incomplete Tieh of Discoveries and Fending Claims
_ EPyprox, ‘
City or'land" Material Quantity Description Held By (Claimed Received
-.l:'-‘.‘s-—-,-u:-!g;im_]:cavl ZQ;.‘»@. | .L
Baveria Archives More than From 1492 Stzte Ar- Thru
5,000 to 1934 chivas in JRSO
vols, Amterg,
Manisch,
Kaubsrg,
Nuremberg,
Wecrzberg
Baden Ceres 185 From Sy~ Tread Mu- By In
monial nagogues gseums in JCR Wies~
Objects ' Karlsruhe, baden
Weinheim,
Luvdwigs~
hafen
Bavaria Torah 58 ahd-B? Motin 50 w By Shipped
& Baden Scrolls Fragments rieg, Jew~ JCR to |
ish Com= - Paris
munities, and
Local Mu~ Israel
seums
Wurtenberg Archives More than 19th & Municipal Thra
150 vols, 20th cen- Archives JRSO
turies Eselingen
& Ludwigs-
burg
Munich Books Approx., German Bayrisches Thru
: 25 Cases Literature landosamt JRSO
fusr Ver-
nosgensver=
waltung
Munich Books 2,500 Judaica Munieipal Thru
Library JRS0O
Munich Books 150 Rare Books Collect= By Shipped
(Collection ing Point JCR to
Ahnenerbe ) USA &
Israel
Munich Books - 4,270 Scholarly The Cen - By Shipped
Material tral Com= JCR to
from Poland mission for- HUL
of Jews HUL



Munich

Frankfurt

Frankfurt

Schnaittach

Regensburg

Discoveries and Fending Claimg [2)

Material

" Ceremo-

nial
Objects

Archives

Cére-‘
monial’
Objects

Books

Cere-
monial
Objects

Archives

Straubingen Archives

I1. _Berlin

American
Sector

Paint-
ings

Textiles

Torah
Scrolls

Approx.

gugntitz

About
100

450
vols,

More
than 500

130,000

About
100

360
vols,

100

271

Degerintion Held By

Of Artlis=
tic Value

Birth, Mar~

riagee &
Death Rew

glsters of

Bavarian

Communities

Of the Fore
mer Jewish

Museum

Judaica &
Jewish

Owned Gere
man Liter-

ature

Bavarian
Syna-
gogues

Jewigh
Community

Formerly
of Jewish
Museun,
Berlin

From Sy«
nagogues

Dahlem

Claimed
The Bava~ Landes-
rian Ilan~ verband
desverband Appr6ached
via Munich
Community
BPavarian Offered
Isndes~ to
verband JCR
Higtori~ Thru
cal Mu~ JRSO
seum
Ministry By
of JCR
Hessen
Local = Thru
Museum JRSO
Mr., Approached
Hermann via Landes-
verband
Jewish Approached
Community via Landeg~
verband
Municip~ Thru
ality JRSO
Magazin- Thru
bau, JRSQO
Dahlem
Magazin~ Thru
bau,

JCR
50%
of the
Va1l
able
mater.,



Discoveries and Pending Claims (§l

City or | Approx.
MIand" Material Quantity Description Held By Claimed Rec'd
Archives 2 Cases Various Haupt~ By JCR In
& Some ' archiv, Wieg~
Books Dahlem baden
British Cere- 330 lbs, From All Jewish
Sector monial or 12 Over Ger- Community
Objects  Cases many in JDC
Warehouse
Russian Torzh 300 . . From all Jewish
Szctor Scrolls - Over Communi ty
‘ Europe on the
Cemetery
Books About Mostly Ju~- Jewish
8,000 daicas; A=~ Community
vols. bout 50% of
Scholarly
Interest
III. British Zone
Altona | Cere~ : _ Synagogues Municipal
monial of Altona  Museum
Objects '
Celle Cere= From Stanis- Local Mu-
monial lau, Galicia seum, Trans-
Objects ferred from
_ Voelkerkunde-
museum, Berlin
Goslar Archives Koenigsberg Municipality JTC
‘ Community Informed
Duisburg, Films of Of Birth, Mar~ Private JTC
‘Hamborn Archives 3,400 ° riage & Photo~ In-
V¥>lume, . Death Resis- grarpher formed -
ters of Jew- R
igh Commu-
nities
Hamburg ‘Sikver 30,000 Household Municipal- - JTC
Objects Objects of ity In-
or 4,400 Artistic , formed
pounds = Value
Hamburg Archives Hamburg State ITC
Portuguese . Archives In~

Cogmunity formed



City or
1 Land“

Hamburg

Wolfen=-
buettel

DISCOVZRIES AND FENDING CLATMS )

Mategial'

Cere=
monial
Objects

EBooks

IV, . French Zone

Pushaua

Freiburg

Mainz

Worms

Worms
Worms

Worms

V, Augtria

Klagenfurt

Vienna

Ceraw~
monial
Objects

Bdoks

Cera=
monial
Objects

Books
Archives

Manu-
scripts

Ceremon,
Objects .

Torah
Serolls

Books

Books

ADPDrox.,

Quantity Description Held By Claimed Recelived

Several
Hundred

More
than 100

21

More than

3,000

Not more
than 10

A few

600 caanes

with

40,000 to

60,000
vols.

250,000

-Of Artis-

tic Value

Collection
of Samson~
gschul

Of the For-
mer Jewish
Museum

20 Private
Jewigh Lib-
raries.
Bought from
Gestapo

From Syna-
gogues

Jewish
Community
Library

Wormser
Jewish
Cormunity

Wormser
Machsorim

Remnants of
Tanzenberg
Collection;
Parts from
Ger., Jewish
Communities

Jewish
Community
on Loan

from British
Authorities

Iessing
Bibliothek

Local
Museum

The
Univer-
gity Lib-
rary

Local
Museum

Jewish
Commae
nity

Local
Museum

Local
Mauseum

TLocal
Museum

Loczal
Musgeum

Municipal-
ity (¥

Mostly Heir- Vienna

less & Uni-
dentifiable

Munici-
pality(?)

Jew, Froperty

JTD
In~
formed

Approached
by JCR
& HUL

Deadline

of Claims
Bxtended

to End of
1951

Deadline

of Cleims
Extaniid to
End of 1951
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JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.

APPENDIX VI

Distribution of Books from New York Depot

July 1, 1949 - Nov, 30, 1950

According to Institutions

Name of Institution No. No. Not
, Rec'd Ret'ned Rec'd
PRIORITY LIBRARIES
1, 4merican Jewish Historical Soc'ty 43 43
2. Baltimore Hebrew College 1,887 3 1,884
3. Brandeis University 2,569 2,569
4, Coliege of Jew, Studies, Chlcago 3,561 3,561
5. Dropsle College 3,475 465 3,010
6. Hebrew Teachers College, Boston 1,958 1,958
7. Hebrew Theol. College, Chicsgo = 3,020 99 2,921
8. Hebrew Union Collegs, Cincinnati 2,388 67 2,321
9. Jewish Communlty Library, L.4. 207 907
10. Jewlsh Institute of Rellgion 6,409 1,036 5,373
11, Jewilsh Theological Seminary 4,445 45 4,400
12. Mesifta Chaim Berlin 1,105 1,105
13. Mesifta Torah Vodasath - 3,713 3,713
14. Fer Israel, Baltlmore 2,582 2,582
15, HRabbinical College of Teolshe 156 156
16. Yeshiva University (Including
5,932 of Stuermer Collesction) 8,429 350 8,079
17. Yiddish Scientifilc Institute 3,379 89 3,290
SMALLER LIBRARIES
1, B'nai Brith Hillel Foundatilon 1,013 448 565
2, Beth Medrash Elyon 350 350
3. Beth Medrash Govoha 450 450
4, Jewlsh Teachers Seminary 615 6156
5., Jewish Welfare Board ' 200 200
6, Mirrer Yeshiva : 400 400
7. Schneersohn Library 990 980
8., Yeshiva of PFlatbush 332 332
9, Zionist Archilves 970 970
NON-JEWISH LIBRARIES
1, Columbila University ' 69 69
2, City College 214 214
3. Harvard University 200 65 135
4, Johns Hopkins University 2 2
5., Library of Congreas 2,372 2,372
6. New York Publlic Library 104 104
7. New York University 224 224
8, University of Texas 635 635
9. Ygle University 387 387



D.

E.

F.

Ge

NOTE+

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS (2)

Name of Institution

ONE TIME ALLOCATIONS

Yeshivoth {through Torsh Umesorah)
Hebrew Convalescent Home
Jewish Settlement House

ABROAD

Canada .

Hebrew University Library

Bibliothéque Nationale via Alliance
Isradélite Universelle

INDIVIDUAL CLAIMANTS

TOTAL DISTRIBUTED

CLOSED CASES

No. No, Net
Rec'd Ret'ned Reo'd

12,013 254 11,750
182 182

28 28
3,149 3,149
4,400 4,400
17 17

315 315

79,657 2,921 76,736

+ 16 Cases

Individual Clalments
- HUL 19 Casea of Perlodlcals
ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES
Category No, of Books
Rabbinlecs 19,336
Bibvle 550
Ritual 1,382
Biur 1,028
Kabbalsh 385
Modern Relilglous Literature 2,603
Fletion (Yiddish and Hebrew) 3,014
Secular Literature 8,827
German Judalca 8,802
Post-revolutionary Russlan Literature 2,522
German Jewlsh Periodicals 24,143
Schoolbooks and Miscellaneous 644
Stuermer Collection 5,932
Miscellaneous (including 79 books
individual claimants) : 489
TOT AL 79,657

411 periodicals, whether individual lssues or bound volumes,

were counted as sinzle items. OSome of the fijuwes are
thercefore misleading as to the actual number of titles.



1 CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
- APPENDIX VIZ

remonial Objects from New York Depot, 1950

??Aedcfding to Institutions

Grand Total 2,829

w Teachers College, Boston 53
31 Brith Hillel Foundations 65
Theologlcal College, Chlcago 59
of Jewlsh Studles, Chicago 56
Museum, New York 211
ion College, Cinelnnatl 99
ple, Clevelard 70
“Unlversity 245
11 Jewish Welfare Board - 147
of ‘Jawish HEducation, Buffalo _Z29 1,028

yn Museum ? 18
My University : 36 55

C.

Im.

Al t Congregations © 637

rs via Synagogue Council 1,109 1,746

I7. lsiin Aroricavand Canadas Grand Total 466

1. Canada R 151
2, Argentina 150
3. Luracag# ' 30
4, Chiles o 50
5. Peru 35
6. Mexlcoss 50 466

I1T. Buropean Museums: Grand Total 370

Great Britain ‘ 245
France 125 370

IV, South African Museums: Grand Total 150

So. Africa 150 150
TOTAL NUMBER OF QBJRCTS ‘ 3,815

% Ready for Shipment




Distribution of Ceremonial Objects (2)

According to Categories

Hanukka Lamps 339

Pointers | 391

Torah Shields | 284

Spice Boxes 585

Rimonim 414 (385 Pairas,

) 28 Singles)

Menoroth . . 41§

Candlesticks | 64 '

Plates 52

Torah Crowns 21

Megilloth | ' 19

Collectlion Boxes 19

Cups 67

Eternal Lights -

Medals, Coins; Amlets 42

Textiles k 330
Torah.ﬁrappers | 294

Ataroth | 428
Miscellaneous 49

TOTAL NUMBER OF OBJECTS 3,815




JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC,

We received in New York 864 cases of books, 559 of which wers dis=
tributed,

The following cases are gti1ll in the depot:

Bools :
Hebraica 35 Qases
German Judaica . 31 ¢
Secular Literature in Yiddish and Hebrew 8 "
Piction in Yiddish and Hebrew J 5 »
Rusgian Post-Revolutionary Literature in
Yiddish 5 o
Miscellanecous 5 #
Rare Books 48 ¢
Periodicals
Newspapers in Yiddish 5o w
Periodicals in Yiddish 28 ¢
Periodicals in Hebrew 56 ¥
Feriodicals in Russian 10 ¢
Periodicals in Bnglish and Otler European
Tanguages -8 "

Tobal _ : 305 Cases
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JEWISH CULTURAL RIECONSTRUCTION Inc.
""""" 1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y.

IMINUTES OF A SPECIAL IILETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 4, L0561

Pursuant to a notice dated llay 7, 1951, a copy of which precedes
the minutes of this meeting, a 301nt meetlng of the Board of
Directors and the Advisory Committee was held at 4:00 P.M.,

June 4, 1951, at Professor Baron's office, Columbla University,
New York Clty.

The following persons were present:

Members of the Board: Professor Salo W. Baron, Dr. Violf Blattberg,
lirs. Henrietta Buchman, substituting for Rabbl Joseph H. Lookstein,
Rgbbl Simon Federbush, Dr. Solomon Goldsmith, Dr. Ben Halpern,
Professor Jerome hlchael.

Members of the Advisory Committes: Dr. Joshua Bloch, Mr, Abrgham
Duker, Rabbi I. E. Kiev, Dr. Stephen 8. Kayser, Dr. Franz
Landsberger, Dr. A, If. Margalith, Dr, David de Sola Pool.

Ex Offieio: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary.
Also present: Ir. Zli Rook, JR30.

Professor Jerome lichael, Chairman of the Board of Directors,
acted as chairman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as secretary of the meeting.

I. Minutes

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting
of December 21, 1950 were approved as circulated.

Referring to Section VII, p. 5, of the asbove mentioned minutes,

Dr. Margalith expressed the regrets of the Yeshiva Uhlversity

that it failed to refer to Jewish Cultural Reconstruction in

its press releases regarding the Stuermer collection. He also
explained that Yeshiva University had encountsered serious technical
difficulties in placing this collection on the shelves.

II. Starr Memorial Fund

Upon motion made by Professor Baron and duly seconded, it was
decided to contribute $100,00 to the Joshua Starr Memorlal Volume,
on condition that JCR be given 30 copies of the published volume.

III. Disposition of Surplus Material

Dr. Arendt reported tha t after the final distribution of surplus

material in the New York depot=-- to be closed on August lst-=

there will be left-over material chiefly in the following cate-
ories: (a) 20 cases of non=Jewish, predominantly German, material;
b) a considerablé amount of German Judaica and German Jewish
pericdicals; (c) large stocks of a few single items, mostly

Yiddish pamphlets or periodicals from Soviet Russia,
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Dr. Arendt al so reported that tThe Hebrew University Library is no
longer interested in materisl in German, but that requests from
Israel indicate that among the Kibbutzim and other small libraries
in the countryside there is considerable need of German language
material.

It was decided that the entire German non-Jewish material and some
of the German Jewish materisl should be offered to the Ministry

of Educabtlon in Israel for cdistribution ard that the Jewish Agency
for Palestine should be askad to defray all charges connected wilth
the shipping of these books from New York to Israel.

Professor Baron raised the question of what to do with the finelly
irreducible wminimum of surplus material. Those present once again
e¢xpressed their opposition to the sale of these items.

Mr. Abraham Duker suggested that the surplus material be made
evailaeble to certain scholarly orgenizations such as the American
Jewlish Historical Society, the Yiddish Scientific Institute, etc.
for distribution among their membership. This suggestion was
unanimously accepted.

IV, Restitution of Individually Owned Books of 3ix or More

Lists of individual owners have gppeared in the "Aufbau" and the
"Jewish Chronicle' in London and have been circulated in Western
European countries, Israel. South Africa and Australia. Claims
from all over the world have reached the JCR office and it is
estimated that at least on¢ half of the 14,828 books will be re-
turned to individual clailmants.

1t was proposed that individual claimants be charged as follows:
Qutside of Burope -- 50¢ per book and a minimum fee of $5,00;
in Europe proper -- 40¢ per book and a minimum fee of $3.50.

Upom motion duly made and seconded, this proposal was unanimously
adopted. ‘

Professor Guido Kisch hed requested JCR to donate the 113 volumes
which had belonged to the lats Proferssor Agathe Lasch of Hamburg
to the Germanic Seminar Library of the University of Lund in
Sweden, whose members had tried Lo save Professor Lasch's life.

Upon motlion duly made and seconded, this request was granted,
provided there are no claims for these books from a member of
Professor Lasch's fanily.

V. Budgets

1. Supplementary Budget for the restitution of individually owned
books and the disposition of the Baltic collection and the
remnants of the individually owned collection.

~Professor Baron reminded those present that a year ago JCR had
informed the Jewish Agency and JDG that a supplementary budget
for this operatlon would be needed at the end of our regular
activities. A budget, circulated among those present, estimated
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the expenses at $7,600,00 and the income from individusl c¢laimants
and recipient institutions at $4,000.00. This would leave a
deficit of $3,600.00, to be submitted to the JDC and the Jewish
Agency.

2. JCR will need a period of three months in order bto terminate
its activities, A budget for this period was also circulated,
estimating the total expenses at {$6,720.00, which anount will be
completely covered from the previous budget and the expected in-
come from recipients.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, both budgets were unanimously
sdopted as presented.

VI. Disposition of the Remmnants of the Tndividually
Ownhed Books and the Baltic Collection

Professor Baron reported that of the 30,000 books in the Baltic
collection about 13,000 had already been restored to insitutions

in Israel. The remsaining 16,346 are largely Rabbinics and other
Hebraica, for which the demand is very great in the Western
hemiaphere. The original plan to ship the entire Baltic collection
to Israel was therefore reconsidered and it was moved that the
Baltic collection be distributed in line with the principle
followed in previous distributions: 40% to Israel, 40% to the
liestern hemisphere and 20% to all other countries.

This motion was seconded and carried, Drs. Blattberg, Federbush
and Halpern voted against its adoption.

& second motion, duly made and seconded, to re-submit this
guestion to a vote by all mewmbers of the Board, was unanimously
adopted. ’ _ ‘

VII. Microfilm Project

At a previous meeting the Board had authorized JCR to apply to
some foundation for a grant of i25,000,00. (See liinutes June 5,.
1950, Section III, p. 2).

Professor Baron asked the Board to approve an applicatlon to the
Ford Foundation for 60,000.00. Upon motion duly made and seconded,
this request was unanimously adopted.

VIII. Hessen Decree

Dr. Arendt reported that the Hessen Ministry of Education had

issued the decree dlscussed at previous meetings (see llinutes
December 21, 1850, Section III, p. 2) concerning Jewish cultural
property in German institutions. Efforts were made to use this as

a precedent and communications were sent to the Laender governments
in the American zone and the Jewish Trust Corporation in the British
zZone.
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IX. Ceremonial Objects in Frankfort

Dr. Arendt reported that JRSO, Nuremberg, had notified JCR that a
decision entrusting most of the contents of the 18 cases of cere-
monial objeects to JCR may be expected In the very near future.

After a lengthy discussion, summerized in a speclal memorandum
whioh is being sent to each member of the Board of Directors,
Profeasor Baron moved that the Board adhere to its decision of
Decembsr 21, 1950 (see Minutes December 21, 1950, p.2) and that
this collection be distributed according to the usual key: 40% to
Israel, 40% to the Western hemisphere and 20% to other countries,
eapecially Great Britain, but that this time the procedure de
reversed ard the selection be made by a representative of the
Advisory Committee, preferably Dr. Guido 3choenberger.

This motion was carried, Dr. Federbush opposing and Dr. Blattberg
abstaining.

A second motion to re-sybmit this question to a vote by the entire
Board membership was unanimously adopted.

Upon nmotion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at
6:30 P.M.

Respgctfully submitted,

.%T/ 'a';m__‘_..‘,_,._, ,// ‘,/,‘f, f it rf%—-’

Hannsgh Arendt
Secretary
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- JEWISH CUIPURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC,

Bank Balance Dec, 1, 1950
Receipts

From JDG=JA « Regular Budget ‘
From JDGJA ~ Supplementary Budget
Reimbursement from Institutions:
for Books '
for Ceremonial Objects
Refund for Shipments Abrosd
Refund from Individual Claiments
Refund for Catalogue from Scholarly
Organizationa

Total Cash Available

Dishorsements

A,

1.

Be

B.

1,
2.
3a

New York

Headgquarters
2. Salaries
b. Office Expenses

Expenses for Recovery

a. Treight, Ins, etc. for
Incoming Shipments

b. Photos & Miscellaneous

Expenses for Distribution
a. Books
(1) Salaries
(2) Storage, Labor, Services
& Mise,
(3) Refund for Beturnmed Itema

b, Ceremonial Ohjects
(1) Salaries
(2) Bonds, Markings & Misc,

¢, Freight & Ins, Expenses for
Digtribution Abroad
(1) Books
(2) Ceremonial Objects

Exvenses for Individusl Claimants
et Baltic Collection
wahplenentary Budget)
a. Yew York Expenses

(1) Salaries

(2) Office Expenses

Distribution of Surplus to
Schiolarly Organizations ==
Catalogue

Starr Memorial Fund

Overseas

Salaries

LCA & Qther Expenges via ﬁdraﬂberg ‘

Traveling Expenses to & in Europe
Totel Expenses

BulaNCE DEC, 1, 1951

$ 5,730,00
6,200, 00

14,787, 33
1,453, 80
- 807,18
1,439,70

300,00

10,514, 47
M

1,367,02
mvemiiidnlC

7,077,886
2,651,04
101, 69

455,00
205, 54

771,48

1,150,33

1,202,865
330,72

$8,013, 54

0.718,0

11,514,223

1,397 ,72

11, 397,06

1,377.64

322,78

S e8]
26,109,339

$38,731, 55

d2.724.8)
11,006,74




JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Bromdway, New York 23, N. Y.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CORPORATIQN~ .
: December 10 1951 o

J'mf.ﬁ el

Pursuant to & notice dated November 12, 1951, a copy of which :precedes these
minutes, the annual meeting of thls corporstion was held at 8:00 P.M. an
December 10, 1951, at Professor Baron's .office, Columbla University,

Kew York City.

The follcwing members of the corporation were represented at the meeting by
their respective representatives: : :

: Mbmbers 4;: we  { - 5 T - Represehtatives
Commission on European Jewish - : N ,i Salo W' Baron
Cultursl Reconstruction Jerome Michael
American Friends of the : Mrs. Rose Jacobs |
Hebrew Univereity
Council for the Protection of Max Gruenewald
Rights & Interests of Jews E
from Germeany
Jewish Agency for Palestine o ' Ben Halpern

World Jewish Congre$s Wolf Blattberg
IR A G - = . 'Simon Federbush

Also Attending: - Saul Kaga.n, JRSO R o -

c. Wormann, Hebrew Uhiversity Library
Ei offiéiéz ﬁannah Arendt
Professor Salo W. Baron, the President of the corporation acted aé chelrman
and Dr. Bannagh Arendt aspseqretary of +the mzeting.
I. Mlnutes
Upon- motlon duly made and seconded, the minuxes of the last annual meeting,

held on December a1, 1950 were &pprcved as circulated.

“IT. Annual Report

Professor Baron rendered nis annual report a president of the corporation
as follows: Lo : ‘

Al Financial Eeport

The financial report, as circulated among the members and attached to these
minutes, covered the pericd from Depember 1, 1950 to November 30, 1951.
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During this perliocd the corporation received $5,730.00 from the Jewish Agency
and the JDC for 1is regular budget and in addition $6,200.00 to cover
expenses commected with the restoration of books to individual clailmants

and the disposition of the Baltlc collection. The corporation also recelived
$15,241.13 from recipient institutions as reimbursement for freight and
connected expenses on books and ceremonial oblects shipped from Germany to
the United States. For the first time this income was higher than the
allocation by the Jewlsh Agency and JIC.

The total expenses for this peried amounted to $27,724.81, which is sub-
stantlally less than the expenses in previous years because of the closing
of our depot in Germany.

The bank balance ag of December 1, 1951 was $11,006.7h, but against this
amount we have considerable liabilitles, chiefly for operations connected
with claims %o individuslly owned books, the Baltic collection in-shi pwents
to New York, and the Glosing of the New York office, .

Upon motion duly made gnd seconded, the financlal report Was'approved.

B. Activitles in Germany
1. Closing of the JCR Depot

The JCR depot in Wiesbaden was closed on January 31, 1951. Sincé that time
JR30 hag been fully coopersting in pursuing pending claims and recovering
nev material.

Between November 1, 1950 and the closing of the depot in Wiesbaden, 311
cages left Wiesbaden, Of these, 135 cases, containing aspproximately 15,000
‘books, constituted the identifiable material of six books or more per owner,
which are now being returned to individual claimants all over the world. OfF
the remaining 176 cases, 79 went to Israel, 55 to the United States, 15 to
Brazil, 10 to Australia, 7 to Germen Jewish commnities, 6 to Morocco and

L to HICCG.

During this short period Dr. Lowenthal also completed the gelection and
shipment of approximately 30,000 books from the unidentifiable German
language material which the military authoritles had turned over to the
Hessen government for distribution among German libraries and from which
JCR, after dlrect negotlationg with the Hessen government, had recelved a
share. 86 cases, including German Judalca, were shipped to Israel and 28
to the United States. Profegsor Scholem informed us that the collection of
German Judalce 1n these cases was especlally interesting and valuable.

82 ceremonial objects recovered in Wiesbaden during 1950 and all the
recovered archival material were shipped to Israel.

2. HNew Recoveries During 1951
a. 3,000 books were returned by the Westdeutsche Bibliothek in

Marburg, following the publioation of the decree 1n Hessen.
(See B, 3. below). Of these, 1,000 were German Judalca which



were.shipped“£0 and. dividéd hetWeén Chile and BfazilL:'The other
2,000, congisting mostly of Hebraica and Ylddish material, are
still in Nurenmergs : : ,

b. 300 Torah Scrolls were recovered fram the Berlin community
with the help of the Germen offices of the Jolnt Distrlibutlion
Committee. 20 more Torah Scrolls were recovered from various
other gources. The Torah Scrolls were dlstributed as follows:
198 were shipped to Israel via the Paris JDC offices; 12 were
allocated to Great Britain and 110 are now in this country and
will be distrlbuted by the Synagogue Council of America. This.
~is the first allocation of Torah Scrolls to United States
congregationa. :

S of the ceremonial objects recovered during this period the
. most important collection consisted of LB7 items of which 296
formerly belonged to. the Frankfort Jewlsh Museum.and 151 to
-Bynagogues in Frankfort and vieinity.

For all activities connected wlth this importent récovery and

the dlstribution of other minor collections, we owe a great debt
of gratitude to Dr. Schoenberger, who went to Germany and completed
the difficult tasks of negotiating with the Frankfort munlcipality
and the Jewish community in Frankfort, identifying the obJects,

and dividing them asmong Isrsel, the United States and the Frankfort
Jewish community. ‘ ‘

The Frankfort colleotion was Separated into museum and synagogue
pleces.  Of the 296 museum pieces, 172 were shipped to the Jewlsh
Agency 1n Jerusslem for distribution in Israel and 124 to this
country. Of the 280 synagogue pleces 89 were left with the
Frankfort Jewish community and 191 were allocated to Israell
congregations.

100 ceremonisl obJects which had been saved from destruction by
the Bavarian Helmat Mugeum In Schnalttach were also recovered.
31 of them were left with the Museum, 60 were shipped to Isrsel,
and 19 to this country. :

After Dr. Schoenberger left Geymany another 35 ceremonial obJects
. were recovered in Gunzenhausen., These are now on thelr way to
. Israel. : ‘ : '

d. Palntings
During the last year JRSO recelved title to:

1) the collection of paintings formerly belonglng to. the Jewish
Mugeum in Berlin. Dr. lLandsberger, a member of the Advisory
Committee of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, evaluated these
paintings and succeeded in identifying a mmber of privetely

. owned plctures which had been glven on loan to the Jewish Museum
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in Berlin. Thesge paintings were found and recovered in the British
sector of Berlin, where JRSO acts as the egent of the British
Jewish Trust Corporation, and are probably now on thelr way to
Nuremberg. The question will arise as to who will be in charge of
distribution of them, JCR or the Jewish Trust Corporation.

2) 20 paintings formerly belonglng to one of the Rothechild 0ld-
Age Homes.

3. Laender Decrees

Dr. Arendt's efforts to obtain a decree by the German Laender govermments
for reglstration and recovery of Jewlsh cultural property which may turn up
in German libraries, museums and archives in the future and which could not
Leretofore have been dlscovered beceuse of the chaotic &R Yeonditions, were
successful In Hessen and have already had thelr Tirst results. Slmilar
decrees by all German Laender may be very importent in the future. Efforts
have bteen made to draw the attention of the Jewish Trust Corporation to this
matter. However, definite resulte are likely to be obtained only through
rersonal negotiationg.

C. Agtivities in France

l. Baltic Collection

Thanks to the cooperation of the JDC offices in Paris we were able to keep in
cold storage 135 cases of the Baltic collection in order to live up to our
agreement with the United States government. Of these 135 cases, 1l were
claimed by private and other owners, but 1t must be kept in mind that those
books which clearly had belonged to Eastern European Yeshivoth to which
successors existed in the Western Hemisphere or Israel, were returned two
years ago. :

Lo%b of the unclalmed books of the Baltic collection went to Ierael, k0% to
the United States and 20% were left with the JDC Cultural Department in Paris,
for digtribution in Weastern Europe.

2, Individually Cwned Books
The JDC offlces in Paris also undertook the shipment of the individually
owned books. Operations have started, but have not yet been completed.

About 5,000 books of a total of 15,000 in thie category have been claimed.
The remainder will go to Israel.

D. Activities in New Iork

1. Book Depot

The New York book depot dlstributed approximately 100,000 items, including
pamphlets end newspaper sheets, to librarles in the United States and
abroad. Perlodicals and rare books were shipped to Great Briteiln, France,



Switzerland, South Africa, Cansde and Argentina. A great many periodicals
weye sent to the Hebrew University Librery. In June weé started the dis-
tribution of surplua materisl which was sent to a number of Latin American
countries, Australla, Morocco and Israell village libraries. -

10,000 items remasined which were not required by any library in the United
States or abroad. According to an earlier decision of the Board, these
1tems were prepared for distribution among the following Jewlgh scholarly
orgenizations in the United States: Awmerlcan Academy for Jewish Research,
American Jewish Historical Soclety, Conference on Jewleh Relations and
Yiddish Sclentific Institute., These organizations will ip turn mske these
books avellable to thelr members. ‘

The general actlvities of the book depot ended on Auwgust 10th, 1951, The
depot was reopened during the last days of October for the distribution of
the surplus materlel and the Baltlic collection., With the exception of a
few cases of the Baltic collectlon with especially valuable material, the
digtribution vas made In closed cages from the pler.

2. Ceremonial Objects

The New York depot for ceremonial objects was closed in Februvary 1951.
During the period from November 1, 1950 to February 1951 approximately 900
museunm obJjects were shipped to Latin American coumtrles, South Africa,
France, Great Britain, and approximetely 1,800 synagogue objects were
handed over to the Synagogue’ Council for distribution among U. S. Congre-
gations. _

3. Individualiy Owned Books

The New York office prepared to restore 1dentifiable property to individual
claimants through newspaper announcements in the "Aufbau’, the "Jewish
Chronicle,” and other orgens. This resulted in continual correspondence
with more than k50 persons of whom 255 were recognized as claimants. This
whole operation was very time-consuming because esch case had to be handled
on 1tg own merits. About. 5,000 books will have been restored by the end of
December. The unclalmed material will go to Israell libraries.

IIT. Interim Activitiee

During the pest yeéar we have been relylng almost exclusively on the good
services of’ JRSO for all the work in Germany. Thanks to the generous
cooperation and awareness of our problems on the part of the JRSO staff
and especlally Messre. Ferenz and Kagan, this arrangement has proved
wholly satisfactory. JRSO has recovered a great number of peintings of
non-Jewigh character, whose dlgtribution wes made in accordance with the
advice given by JCR. All art obJects of non-Jewlsh character were shipped
to Israel with the exception of a few not very valuable items, which will
be dispoged of otherwlse.

We hope to close all our activitles by December 3lst. Not everything will
have been settled. First of all; we still have Justifieble hope of further



recoverles in Germany. Many libraries in Germany have not yet been able
to unpack the cases which came back from the war time caches. All kinds
of rare books and even manuscrlpts have not yet heen unpacked and listed.
Kew finds are likely to occur in the future and this is the reason why we
deem 1t very important to obtain decrees similar to the one issued by the
govermment of Hegsen from all Germen Laender.

The chance finds are of such a precarious character thet to maintain an
office for this purpose would not be justified. Some caretaker administra-
tion will have to be provided for by the Board of Directors during the
period when activities are suspended. The orgenization may be reactivated
after two or three years. We cannot keep the organization actlve, but we
must keep it alive,

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the President‘s'Report wag approved.
Dr. Gruenewald proposed that an extensive report of the activities of JCR

be made accessible to the general public, in printed form, if possible.
Further discussion was postponed for the meeting of the Board of Directors.

IV. Zlection of Officers

Professor Baron opened the discussion with the suggestion that the same
officers should remain during the care-taker administration., He also
proposed that some way be found to asaociate Dr. Arendt permanently with
JCR after heér duties as Executlve Secretery are completed. He pointed out
that there might be scme technical difficulty in appointing her dlrector
because our by-laws provide that directors be delegeted by member orgeniza-
tions of the corporaticn. An alternative might be to elect her as one of
the officers of the corporation. After some discussion and subject to the
provisions of our by-laws, Dr. Gruenewald was elected vice-president and
Dr. Hannah Arendt gecretary of the ocrganizationm.

Upon motion duly made and seconded the annual meeting of the g¢orporation was
ad journed at $:00 P M.

Respectfully submltted

Hannah Arendt
Becretary



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC.
1841 Brosdway, New York 23, N. Y.

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD QF DIRECTORS AND,ADVISORY COMMITTEE ‘
December 10 191 '

Pursuant to & notlce dated November 12, 1951 a copy of which @recedes the
minutes of this meeting, a Jolnt meeting of the Board of Directors end o
Advigory Committee was held at 9:00 P.M., December 10, 1951, at Professor
Baron' LR office, Columbia Uhiversity, New York City. b

The following pergons were present:

Members of the Board: Professor Salo W. Baron, Dr. Wolf Blattbérz, Rabbi
Simon Federbush, Dr. Max Gruenewald, Dr. Ben Halpern, Mrs. Rosé: Jacobs,
Profegsor Jerome Michael. | :

Mewbers of the Advisory Committee: Rabbi Oscar Z. Fasman, Dr. Stephen S.
Kayser, Rabbl 1. Edward Kiev, Dr. Franz Landsberger Dr. A, M, Margsellth,
Dr. Guido Schoenberger. o S

Ex-0fficio: Dr. Hannah Arendt Executive Secretary

Also present: Mr. Seul Kagan, JRSO
Drjlc Wormann, Hebrew University Library

Professor Jerome Michael, Chairman ‘of the Board. of Directors acted ag
Chairman end Dr. ﬁannah Arendt as Secretery of the. meetlng

I. Minutes
Uport motion duly made and seconded the minutes of the meetlng of June 4 1951

were approved an circulated

IT. Distributlon of Baltio Collection

Dr. Arendt reported that speclal arrangements had been made for the diatri—
bution of the Baltic collection. Each recipient library has agreed to
furnish JCR with & list in twelve coples of all items received, indicating
those items which are duplicates in their own ¢ollectlon. JCR has also
reserved the right to recall up to 15% of the allocated items, should
another library need them to compléete thelr special collections. This will:
necessitate the formation of a small committee to take care of the subsequent
exchange between 1ibraries.

Upon motlon auly made and seoonded the President of the corporation was
enpovered to appoint 8 committee of three for this purpose. :
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III. Befund for }i‘mnkfo:f Ceremonial Objects and Torah Scrolls

The expense of shipping 110 Torah Scrolls and 143 ceremonial objects from
Frankfort and Schnalttach for dlstribution in thls country was greater than
in previous years. Dr. Arendt reported that a refund of $3,00 per item
would be necessary in the case of the ceremonial objects. As to the Torah
Serolls, she is still negotlating wlth the shipping company in order to
reduce the freight expenseg and asked the Board to leave it to her discretion
to fix the amount to be rafunded.

Upron motionxduly made aﬁd aeéonded, $3.00 per. ceremonial object was apﬁroved;
As to the Torah Scrolle, the amount was left open, with the proviso that it
does not exceed $6.00 per Scroll.

The distribution of the ceremonial objects in the Frankfort and Schnalttach
collectlons will be decided upon by the Advisory Committee. The disgtripu-
tion of the Torah Scrolle 1s in the hands of the Synagogue Council of
America.

IV. Medal and Coln Collection

Dr. Schoenberger reported that while he was in Germany he discovered the
Goldschmidt medal and coin collection, which formerly had been pert of the
Jewlsh Museum, where it was held as a permanent loan. As far es we know,
these coins and medals belonged to a Mr. Lorsch, the brother-in-law of

Mr. Goldschmidt, the collector. Dr. Narkiss, in a letter to Dr. Scheernberger,
stated that Mr. Goldschmidt promised him this collection ag a gift to the
Bezalel Museum ln Jerusalem. Goldschmidt died in 1938 and left no provision
for this collection in his will. Hls legal helr, Mr. Lorsch, geve this
collection as a permenent loan to the Jewigh Museum in Frankfort. At this
moment 1t ia not clear whether Mr. Lorsch or sny legal helr to this
collection 1g alive.

Should this collection prove to be heirless property, the problem of
distribution will arise. Dr. Schoenberger and Dr. Kayser pointed cut that
it is not necessary to leave thls collection as a unit and that certain
items, although not many, would be of great value to exlsting collections
in the United States. They also pointed out that in this case other iltems
of equel value could be glven as exchange to Israel.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it wap decided that such period be
devoted to the search for relatives or heirs to this collection as deemed
necessary and i1f none are digcovered,. the dlstribution of theme obJects be
made 1n accordance wlth the advice of the Advisory Comml ttee .

V. Exchange between Libraries

There have been numerous: requests from reciplent libraries to exchange such
books which are either duplicates or not needed by the institution.

Dr. Arendlt proposed that an exchange between our reciplent llbraries be
permitted by JCR and that these libraries be informed of such a decigion.
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She also proposed thﬁtfthei?feé;dént be empovered to apppintta comil ttee
to make decisions and settle all problems arlsing from such an exchenge.

Upon motion dulyimadé1andFSeqonded,_this recommendation was accepted.

VI. Microfilms -- Worms

Dr. Arendt réported that the Jewlsh cammunityﬁarchives”éﬁd"pért of the

Jewish Division.of the Munlcipal Archives in Worms have been mlcrofilmed
as a kind of pilot study for microfilming in Germany. This involved an
expense of only 1,000 IM. Since our microfilm project has not been o
accepted by the Ford Foundation, the question now arises where to deposit
these microfilms which are now in the New York office. R

Upon motion duly made and megonded, it vas declded to offer the negatives
to the American Jewish Archives in Cipeinnati, on condltion that the Hebrew
Union College inform the other llbreries of these microfilms and offer to
make positives available to other libraries at cost. o o

VII. Representative to JRSO Board of Directors

Upon motion duly made by Professor Baron and seconded, Dr. Arendt was
elected the third representative to the JRSO Board of Directors, the other
two being Professor Mlchael and Profegsor Baron.

VIII. ‘TheiCaSe‘of Dr..Ehréntreu‘

Dr. Avendt reported that in May of this year her attention was called to

the discovery of one book in one of the Yeshivoth libraries, bearing the
name Ehrentreu. No title of the book was given. Shortly thereafter
Dr. Ehrentreu, formerly Rabbl in Munich and now in London, communicated
with the organization and claimed this bock as his. JCR informed the
Yeshivah in guestion, but d1d not get any gatlsfactory answer becauge no
title of the book was glven and the Yeshivah apparently could not search =
its whole library, that is open each book on the shelves in order to_find
the one bearing the name of Ehrentreu. ) ' I

Shortly thereafter Dr. Ehrentreu complained that he did not recelve LO Dbdoks
bearing his name which had been found in Wiesbeden. It wae explained to him
thet all books which had been previously claimed were never glven to JCR bhut
were restituted directly to the owners by the proper authorities in Germany.

Dr. Baron pointed out that JCR very reluctently accepted identifiable
1ndividually owned property and would bave been happy not to handle these
boocks at all. The American military authorities feldt however that JCR was
the only logical agency to handle those beoks for which they did not recelve
slaims. We therefore had to accept the job of restoring individually owned
identifigble property.



Dr. Gruenewald, who had alsc received s complaint from Dr., Ehrentreu,
suggested that JOR send a clrcular letter to all reciplent Jewligh libraries
asking them to be on the lookout for plgned books among those which they had
recelved from JCR. Dr. Arendt pointed out that cooperation could hardly be
expected from the librerians since it would involve a tremendous emount of
work. Dr. Gruenewald siressed that such a letter, even if not practicadle,
would be & gesture of good will on our part.

Rabbi Kiev informed the Board that a whole collectlon of books bearing the
name Ehrentreu was sold through auction in this country several years ago and
that the books were then avallable in many bookshops. These books had to be
gold because of unpaid gtorage and were bought by, among others, S. Gol&man,
180 Clinton Street. The assumption was that these books belonged to '
Dr. Ehrentreu and that the book Found in the Yeahivah probably did not come
from JCR.

Mr. Kagan explained what the usual procedure was for claimants in Germany

and promlsed to contect the Nuremberg office in order to find out what

happened to Dr. Ehrentreu's 40 books.

It was suggested thet the President write a letter to Dr., Ehrentreu inform-

ing him of these facts. o

IX. Intefim.Activities

Dr. Baron polnted out that there will be many problems after the office’
closes on January lst. Further negotiations with the Laender governments
may be necessary and there is the possidbility that we may have to ask

Dr, Arendt at some later date to finish the work which she started two years
ago 1n Germany. It was also stated that Dr. Wormann will be in Germany in
April 1952 and it wag suggested that close cooneration with Dr. Wormann be
estaeblished. ‘

Dr. Baron further pointed out that 1t would not be necessary for the Board
to meet in regular sesslon as in the past, but rather to work through small
commitiees on apecific jobs.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 10: 30 P.M.

Respeatfully Buhmitted
gl Cirend |

Hannah Arendt
- Becretary



