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MINUTES 

Meeting of the Commission on European Jewish Cultural . 
Reconstruction, held on Wednesday, June 13, in the office 
of the Conference on .Jewish Relations. 

PRESENT: 
Salo W. Baron, Chairman 
Dr. Arendt 
Dr. Joshua Bloch 
Mr. Finkel 
Prof •. Freimann 
Dr. Kober 
Prof. Alexander Marx 

Prof. Michael 
Prof. Pinson 
Dr. Weinreich 
Dr. Weinryb 
Dr. Wischnitzer 
Mrs. Wischnitzer 
Dr. Israel S. Chipkin 

The meeting came to order at 4:15 P.M. 

Prof. Pinson was elected to serve as the Secretary of the 
Commission. 

Prof. Baron presented a statement of the progress of the 
Commission and reported the fol:\.owing: 

The Commission has reoeived an appropriation of $2,000 
from the .Joint Distribution Committee for the employment of 
research fellews. In addition the JDC promised the aid of 
their personnel abroad and also offered to help secure the 
oooperation of the UNNRA. 

Prof. Baron presented Dr. Hannah Arendt. who had been ap~ 
pointed to a full time researoh fellowship to supervise the 
researoh staff of the Commission and to take personal charge 
of matters pertaining to Western Europe; Dr. Adolph Kober 
had been appointed part-time fellow for matters pertaining to 
Central Europe. Prof. Miohael moved that both appointments 
be ratified; the motion was carried. 

The Chairman then outlined the immediate problems to be taken 
up by the .. Commission to be: 

1) The enlargement of the membership of the Commission 
2) The setting up of three sub-co~~ittees to carryon the 
work of the Commission. 

a) Research Committee, to supervise the work of the 
fellows. 

b) Committee on Cooperation, to establish and maintain 
contacts with other agencies engaged in such work. 

c) Legal Committee, to study the legal aspects of Jewish 
reparations claims ,for cultural reconstruction. 

The Chairman further reported that contacts have already been 
established with a similar committee in Jerusalem, at the 
Hebrew University, and with a committee in London. headed by 
Dr. Cecil Roth. Throughout all negotiations with other organ­
izations, Prof. Baron reported, the non-partisan and scholarly 

. character of this Commission has been maintained and it has 
been.recognized as such. 
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Dr. Arendt presented a report of the following work under 
way by the fellows: 

1) A list of European libraries for which ca taJl.ogues 
are available. 
2) A list of Jewish periodicals in Western and Central 
Europe. 

~,,~,3) A clipping department. For this worl{ the American Jewish 
Committee's Library has promised its help. 
4) A roster 0 f persons formerly connected with Jewish in-
s titutions in ~urope in cooperation with various Landsman­
schaften and other organizations of European Jews In 'the U.S. 
5) Questionnaires have been drafted that are being sent out 
to these organizations. 
6) Contacts have been established and some measure of coop­
oration already established with: 

a) Amorican Jowish Committee 
b) American Jewish Congross 
c) National Rofugee Sorvice 
d) Federation of Central Europea 11. Jews 
e) Refugee Cownittee of Geneva 

Dr. Wischni tzer movod tha,t the Chairman bo empowered to 
appoint tho till'ee commi ttoos sUGgosted in Prof. Baron's report. 

Prof. Pinson moved an a~'1Cndmont to add a fourth cormnittee to 
consider tho Jewish aspocts of [;011.0ral ro-oducation prGgrams 
on the Europoan continont. 
The motion was carried as amonded. 

The Chairman roportod that Prof. Kallen had agroed to sorve 
as ehairman of tho Commi ttoo on Coopora tion. To tho Rosoarch 
Committoo ho dosignatod Prof. Marx as ohairman, and Dr. 
Wischnitzer as secrotary, with Prof. Freimann, Dr. Woinroich, 
Dr. Woinryb and Dr. Bloch as additional mombors. 

The following wore namod to tho Logal Commi ttoo: 
Prof. Michael, Chairman, Prof. Maurice Finkelstein, Prof. 
Laser son. 

ThOI'S boing no furthor businoss, tho meoting was adjourned 
at 6:00 P.M. 

Rospoctfully submittod, 

Koppol S. Pinson 
Socrotary 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Aldine Club, 200 Fifth Ave. New York 

June 17, 1947. 

Present: Salo W. Baron, Wolf Blattberg, Michael Fried­
laender, Max Gruenewald, Eugene Hevesi, Arthur 
Liverhant, Jerome Michael, Abron Opher, Israel 
Rappoport, David Rosenstein, Leo W. Schwarz 
and Herbert Strauss. 

The meeting was called to order by Professor Michael at 
4:40 P. M. 

Minutes of the previous meeting of t.l-J.e Board of Directors 
of the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. were accepted 
as read. 

The secretary was given official copies of ,the Incorporation 
Certificate and the revised by-laws. 

It was suggested by the American Friends of the Hebrew Univ­
ersity that Mr. M. Finkel be replaced by Mr. Leo W. Schwarz. r ' 
Professor Baron re~orted on his letter to Jerusalem concerning 
the representation of thJ Hebrew University. ' 

A motion was maae to replace Mr. Finkel by Mr. Schwarz • 
. Motion adopted. 

Prof. ;"lichae1 discussed the temporary substitution of dire.ct­
ors and pointed out that directors must act in person and 
tha t substitution is illegal. 

Prof. Baron suggested that an increase be made in the number 
of directors and a decrease in the quorum to 1/5 of the 
directors. Messrs. B lattberg and Rappoport agreed with ti1is 
proposal. Prof. Michael moved tha t t he by-laws be chan[!;ed 
to read "1/5 of the members, not less than six." 

Prof. Baron and Mr. Gruenewald discussed this. proposal from 
the standpoint of the Council for the Rights of Jews from 
Germany. 

Prof. Michael's motion was seconded: that an amendment be 
submi tted to the next me eting of the members of the Jewisll 
Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. to the effect that the number 
of direc tors be increased and tha t the quorum of the di rec tors 
be decreased to 1/5, not less than six. Motion carried. 

Prof. Baron reported on ~.D.C. 's agreement to join the Jew­
ish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. and on the J.C.R. invi'ta­
tion extended to the Bri tish Bo~rd of Daputies to join. 
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Prof. Baron reported on negotiations with the Joint and with 
tho Jewish Agoncy on the question of budget. Money from public 
funds are necessary as J.C.R. Inc. does not envisage any reim­
bursermnt. Distribution in kind is plmmed policy. Profs. 
Baron and Michael and Mr. Ros ens toin met wi th Joint and Agency 
spokesmen and outlined a budget of $12,000 (six months basis), 
asking Join t and Agene y to gran t thi s sum. 

Profs. Michaol and Baron reported on a planned mission to Ger­
may, stating that the mission will include 1) exocutive dir-
ector and 2) scholars. . 

Prof. Michaol moved that the officers of the Corporation be 
authori zod to undertake necessary b usine ss as dealing wi th 
the State Department, the German miSSion, etc. Motion carried. 

Prof. Baron reported on the Hebrew University's request for 
$10,000 shipping expenses for ownerless books now in Czecho­
slovakia. '!he budget of the J.C.R., however, does not include 
shipping costs. 

For two years the Commission on Jewish Cultural Reconstruction 
prepared tho way and is continuing its services. 

Dr. Schwarz reported on the European situation and stressed the 
ne ed for quick ac tion. He suggos ted tha t otho l' organiza ti ons 
contribute towards oxpensos. 

Prof. Baron reported on the COmmiSSion on European Jewish 
Cultural Reconstruction. 

Mr. Hevesi suggested selling part of the o'.rnerless property, 
such as duplicates, in ordor to moet budgetary needs. 

Prof. Michael moved the forma ti on of an execu ti ve commi ttee of 
seven members in accordance wi th the seven members of the 
Corporation. Prof. Baron sugsested an executive committee 
composed of thoso willing to work. Dr. Hevesi suggested that 
organizations be consiLierod in the. selection of its members. 

Prof. Michael suggested the formation of an interim executive 
committeo of six members until the next meoting of the members 
of the Board, these to be nominated by the Chairman of ~the 
Board. Approved. 

Prof. Michael discussed the representation of J.C.R. Inc. on 
the Board of the Jewish Reconstruction Commission. Profs. 
Michael and Baron and Dr. Federbusch were nominated at the 
last meeting of the Commission. Prof. Baron suggested Profs. 
Michael, Wechsler and Baron. No deciSion was reached. 

Mr. Rappoport sugge s ted tha t the Alliance Israeli te Universe lIe 
bo invited to Join the J.C.}=(. Inc, 

Prof. Baron reported on the London Committee affiliated wi th 
the Jewish Historical Society of England Clnd suggested the form­
ation of a subcommittee on applications. 

The mr)eting adjourned at 6:10 P.M. 



JEVIIS][ CULTURAL ;lECONSTRUC'J.'[ON, urc. 

Minutes of 0. Special MeetinG of the Board of Directors 

Pursuant to a notice dated OctQJ2~ol!~~, a copy of 
which precedes the Minu tes of this meetmg, a-specio.l meeting 
of the Board of Dire c tor s of Jewish Cultural Heconstruc tion, 
Inc., was held on Tuesday evening, October 7, 1947" at the 
offi_ce of the American Jevlish Conference at 521 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. '1'he following directors were present a t the 
meetingo; Messrs. Salo W. Baron, Nax Gruenewald, David Rosen­
stein, .Leo n. Schwarz and Jerome llicbael. There were also 
present Messrs. Wolf Blattberg, 'Illaurice Halpern, Milton Himmel­
farb and Joshua Starr. 

Mr. Michael, the chairman of the Board of Directors, 
acted as chairman of the meeting and Mr. Starr acted as secre­
tary of the meeting. 

A quorum of the Board being present, the chairman called 
the meeting to order at 8:30 p. m. 

The minutes of the last precedin;; special meeting of the 
Board of ::lirectors held on June 17, 1947, having been previous­
ly ciloculated a;,lonc; the directors, on motion duly made and 
seconded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting was dis­
pensed wi th and they were appr oved as circulated. 

At the chairman's request, Dr. Baron, the president of 
the Corporation, reported on the activities of the Corporation 
since the last meeting of the Board. 

Dr. Baron first reported that, pursuant to the authoriza­
tion of the Board, the Corporation had entered into a contract 
with The Jewish llestitution COl:1mission whereby the Corporation 
was appointed '[l."le Jewish llesti tution Commission's agent in 
relation to confiscated Jewisi'l cultural propeloty, and he pre­
sented a copy of the asree,:lent to the meeting. 

On motion duly made and seconded, the Juking of the con­
tract between this corporation and The JeWish :1estitution Com­
mission dnd the contract itself were in all respects ratified 
and approved. 

Dr. i3aron next reported that, pursuant to the terms of 
the agreement between this Corporation and The Jewish l1estitu­
tion Com:mission, the Corpoloation had received a check for 
;plO,OOO from the clri1erican Jewish Joint Distribution COlll',littee 
and till Jewish hgency for Pale stine to c over the es tima ted bud­
get of this Corporation for the next six months. 

Dr. Baron then reported that as the result of negotia­
tio:1s com:luc ted by Dr. <'>.rthur Bergmann, ac ting on behalf of the 
iiebrew Universi ty and this Corporation, the Council of Jewish 
COr:J.;nunities of Boher.lia a'1d liloravia had, with the consent of the 
Czechoslovaldan government, delivGred to Dr. bergmann, as the 
relJresentative of this Corporation, SO[.1e fifty thousand books 
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which dur inc; the war the Gennans had sen t to There siens tad t to 
be catalogued End w~1ich were still in Czechoslovakia at the 
cessation of hostilities in Europe. Dr. Baron stated that with 
the aiel of the Join t Dis tribu ti on Commi ttee and t he Jewish Ag­
ency these books had been shipped to the lIebrew University 
pursuant to an arrangement between the Universityand this Cor­
poration whereby the University is tohold them and to catalogue 
and care for' mel:l as the aGent of this Corpora tion pending a 
decision by this Corporation as to their ultilffite disposition. 
He said that the books had already arrived in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Schwarz, who in addition to being a director of this 
Corporation is me Exeoutive Director of the American }riends 
of the Hebrew University, confi.rmed Dr. Baron's report regard­
ing the arrangement between this Corpora tion and the Hebrew 
University. 

Dr, Blattberg asked whether the necessgry steps had 
been taken to vest title to these books in the Corporation. 
The chairman answered that, as he understood it, the Czecho­
sloVakian government had given the books to the Council of 
JeWish Communities of Bohemia and Lloravia which, as Dr. Baron 
had stated, with the permission of the Czechoslovakian govern­
ment llc\d Llelivered them to Dr'. EerGmann as the agent of this 
Corpora tion, for shipment to the Hebrew Uni versi ty. 

Upon raotion duly made and seconded the arl'ancements 
made by this Corporation with the Council of Jewish Communities 
of Bohemia and Moravia and with the Hebrew Universi ty were in 
all respects ratified anel confirmed. 

\. 
Dr. Baron also reported that the Joint Distribution 

Committee had nominated LvVO persons to serve as members of the 
Board of Directors of this Corporation; that the Jewish Agency 
had not yet done sobeca use of t'1e absence of its officiEjls 
durinG a larGe part of me sumner; and that the Board of .Deputies 
of British Jews had accepted the invitation of this Corporation 
to bocome one of its members. Upon motion duly made i;lnd second­
ed the Board of ,jeputies of J;)ritish Jews was declared to be a 
member of thi s Corporation.' 

Dr.' Baron finally reported that he had made an arrange­
ment wi th Dr. Joshua Citapr to ac t as the Executi ve Secre tary of 
this Corpol'ation and, upon motion duly made and seconded, the 
arrangement wiils ratified and cmfirmed and Dr. Starr Vias ap­
pointed the Executive Secretary of the Corporation. 

'The chairman presented to the meeting a draft of a 
letter to Hon. Charles E. 3al tzman, Assistant Secretary of 
State of the United States, requestinG that this Corporation 
be permi tted to s end a small mis sion in to Germany and Austria 
fop the purposes of takinG possession of the confisoated Jewish 
cultural property whioh tho Office of l;\ilitary Government of 
the United states is at thistbne willing to turn over to the 
Corporation, of consulting with the United States autborities 
withrespeot to other Jewish cultural propervJ, and of negotia­
ting wi th the lawful OVffiers of such property for the purc!::tase 
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or other acquisition thereof. Upon motion duly made and 
seconded the officers of the Corporation were authorized to 
transmit the letter to the state Department. 

The composition of the mission to be sent to Gel:'many 
. was fum di scussed. It was agreed that Dr. Starr should be a 
member of the mission and Dr. Jacob Zuckerman and Mr. Benson 
J. Saks wers suc;gested as possible members of t he mission. 
Mr. Schwarz expressed th e opinion that, in view of the limi ted 
resources .of the Corpor§\tion, the task of the mission should 
be carefully defined. lie emphasized the urgency of removing 
the boolts stored at Offenbach from Gemany in order to assure 
the ir safe ty. He also emphas ized the imp or tance of inc luding 
in the mission SOlre person familiar with the procedures of the 
Office of Military Govemment and of the United States ForcOls 
in Germany and Aus tria, and in th!t connection he recommended 
that an effort be made to induce the Joint Distribution Committee 
to permit Mr. Joseph Finl: to serve as a member of the missioR. 
In the same connec tion Mr. HOB en stein expressed the opinion 
tha t IIr. Louis,io linsky, t te Dir ec tor of the Ort in Europe, 
COJld be very helpful to the mission. Dr. Blattberg suggested 
the possibility that qualified Europeans could be found to aet 
as members of the mission and it was agreed that the letter to 
the State Department should be so worded as to provide for that 
continc;ency. Mr. :losenstein recommended that at first the 
mission be composed of two persons and t.'1.at the mission should 
be enlarged from time to time if found to be necessary. 

On moti on duly made and seconded, Messrs. Baron, lUchael 
and Schwarz were appointed a comnittee to s elect the personnel 
of the proposed mission with power to act. • 

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee !:lr. Himmel­
farb traYlsmitted a plan presented to JUdge Proskauer by Dr. 
Solomon B. Freehof for financin:..:; the work of f'-, Cor1loration. 
Dr. Freehof proposed that such bool[s as the Corporation may 
recover should be brought to the United States and here sold 
on the understanding tha t the purchasers would give them to 
de:>ignated institutions. ;Ster considerable discussion it was 
agreed that the president of the Corporation should advise Dr. 
Freehof that no decision reGarding the ultima te disposition 
of r ecov ered books could be ma de un ti I policies governing 
their disposition were formulated after consultation with the 
directors of The Jewish Resti tution COllnnission, but that in· 
the meantime effective measures would be taken to safeguard the 
books. 

Discussion ensued of the proposal of Mr. Gruenewald 
that German Judaica be sent to the United s,tates to create a 
library to meet the needs and interests of German Jews now liv­
ing in this country. Mr. Gruenewald was of the opinion that 
this would elici t financial support for the work of the Cor­
pora tion. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted: 



Resolved That the funds of this Corporation be 
depoSl ted In TIlE PUBLIC Nil. TIONAL DANK AND TRUS T COl>!PANY 

OF NE',j YO;1K, which is hereby designated a depositary of 
this Corporation, and be subject to be withdrawn by checks 
drafts, bills of exchance, acceptanc es, notes or other ' 
orders or instl"Uments for h'1e paymen t of money, made 
or drawn in the name of th e Cor;:>ora ti on signed by any 
two of the followIng officers or agents, to wit: Salo 

1'1. Daron, President; David Rosenstein Treasurer' Jerome 
Michael, Chairman of the Board; and Ahron Opher,' Secret­
ary, who are hereby authorized to sign, make, draw, cash, 
collect, ne~otiate, endorse and/or deposit, in the Cor­
porate name, all checks, drafts, bills of eXChange, ac­
ceptances, notes or other instruments or orders for the 
payment of money payable by or to this Corporation, or 
officers or agents thereof as such, and the said Bank 
is hereby authorized to pay such checks, drafts, bills 
of exchange, acceptances, notes or other orders or in-
s trument s for the paymen t 0 f money, and chargo same to 
the Corporation's account and also to receive the same 
for credit to s aid account or for the credi t of or in 
payment from the payee or any other holder, who so si@1ed 
or endorsed, even though the Signer or endorser or one 
or more of the signers or endorsers be the payee(s) or 
hold er (s) thereof, wi thou t l.n quiry a s to the circum­
stances of their issue or the disposi tion of their pro­
ce,eds, whether dravm to or endorsed to or by this Corpor­
ation or to the individual order of, or tendered in pay­
ment of individual obliga tions or deposi ted in the in­
dividual accounts of, the officers or agents ab·.lve named, 
or other officers of this Uorporation, or cashed or the 
proceeds disposed of otherwise by them. The said Bank 
is hereby further authorized and requested to pay any 
such instrument or other order for the payment of money 
without regard to any notation thereon indicating that 
it is in payment of a certain account or claim and said 
Bank is expressly relieved from any duty on its part to 
pass upon the reGularity of such notation or any part 
thereof, or to malre any inquiry in respect thereto, and 
from any and all liability arisinG from any ol!lission, 
change or al teration in such nota tion. 

FUR'l'}lER RESOLVED tha t the President and Secret­
ary of thi s Company be al1il hereby are directed to deliver 
to the s aid Bank a c er tified copy of these r esoluti ons 
together with a certificate setting forth the names and 
certifying to the signatures of the respective officers 
and a~en ts of this Corporation authorized by the se 
resolutions, and that the said Bank may recognize"and 
deal with the said officer'S and agents wllose names are 
set forth in said certificate and otherwise act upon the 
authority of these resolutions until the receipt by said 
Bank of a superseding certificate or of a written notice 
to the contrary purporting to be signed by the President 
and Secretary of this Corpora ti on; that said Bank may re­
ly upon any such superseding certificate or written no­
tice so received by it and may treat the same as super-
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seding or modifying tc'le resolutions hereinabove set for th 
if said Bank believes in good faith that saidcertificate 
or notice is aut-'1entic and was duly executed by such of­
ficers of this Corpora ti on but tho. t said Bank may never­
theless continue (after receiving such superseding certif­
ica te or notice) in good fai th to ac t upon the au thori ty 
of till-ese resolutions and payor accept, or otherwise deal 
in any way wi th, any check, note, draft or other order for 
the paynent of money sigled as hereinabove provided in the 
name of this Corporation and bearinG a date prior to the 
date when, as stated in said superseding certificate or no­
tice, the aut-liority of the person or persons so signing 
such checl:, note, draft or other instrument on behalf of 
this Corporation was changed or terminated; and that, in 
the even t of any controversy, howsoever arising, regard­
ing such or any superseding certificate or written notice, 
the Bank shall have the right to close the account by mail­
ing or sendini.j to this Corporation the Bank's check pay­
able to the order of this Corporation for t he balance in 
the account, to the last known address of this Corporation 
as shown on the Bank's records. 

There being 'no further business to come before 
the Board, the meeting was duly a elj01.irned at 10:30 p.m. 

Joshua starr ------
Acting Secretary 





JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, IIIC. 

",,1841 Broadway, lIew York 23 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOAIlD OF DIRECTORS 

JANUARY 28, 1948 

Pursuant to a notice dated January 21, 1948, a copy 
of which precedes the minutes of this· meeting, a special meet­
ing of the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, 
Inc., waS held onWednesday afternoon, January 28, 1948, at the 
office of Professor S. W. Baron, 611 Fayerweather Hall, Columbia 
University. The following directors were present at the meeting: 
Messrs. Salo N. Baron, Jerome Michael, ,Ahron Opher, and Eugene 
Untermyer. There were also present Messrs: Wolf Blattberg, 
Arthur A. C. Liverhant and Joshua Starr. 

Mr. Michael, the Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
acted as chairman of the meeting and 11r. starr acted as secret­
ary of the meeting. 

A quorum of the Board being present, the chairman 
called the meeting to order at 4:50 P. l.!. 

The minutes of the last special preceding meeting of 
the Board of Directors, held on October 7, 1947, having being 
previously circulated among the Directors, upon a motion duly 
made and sec~nded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting 
was dispensed with, and they were approved as circulated. 

At the chairman's request, Dr. Baron, the President 
of the Corporation, reported that applications for membership 
had been received from two organizations. Dr. Baron presented 
a letter, dated October 22, 1947, signed by Jacob Rosenheim, 
President of Agudas Israel World Organization,vmich reads as 
follows: "We beg to propose the inclusion of our organization 
into the membership of your commission, as we also belong to 
the Jewish Restitution Commission, and are co-signers of their 
memorandum of October 15th to General Clay." 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board adopted 
a resolution admitting the Agudas Israel World Organization as a 
member of the Corporation. The Executive Secretary was directed 
to inforl'l the Agudas Israel of this action and to advise them of 
the understanding that members shall conduct all activities fall­
ing within the program of the Corporation through the latter. 

Dr. Baron then presented the application of the Res­
toration Committee of continental Jewish Museums, .Libraries and 
Arch~ves of London. He briefly reviewed the history and acti­
vities of this Committee. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board adopted 
a resolution admitting the Restoration Committee of Continental 
Jewish Museums, Libraries and lrchives of London to membership 
in the Corporation. The Executive Secretary was directed to 
notify the Committee of this action. 

At the chairman's request, Mr. Liverhant reported OD< 

the work and the problems of the Jewish Restitution Commission. 
The Commission had proceeded on the understanding that General 
Clay would permit that organization to work in Germany if it 
were approved by the Departments of ftate and the Army. The 
Resti tution Law for the U. E. Zone in Germany was promulgated 
last !Jovember. Al though the law does not name the successor 
agency to heirless and unidentifiable Jewish property, there was 



:rumll!'\ to tlllPIlQt th",t the Jflw~~h j'\QleUtUjl:\'oll Oomm;!.e~l,n-wo\\J.d. 
be reoognized as thl) ~ucce~sor orgenizat:l,on by the implementing 
regulations, However, objections to the recognition of the 
Jewish Restitution Commission had been raised by the Department 
of tho ~my, iU1d efforts were still in progress with a view to 
achieving recognition. The chairman asked whether in \'"iew of 
the opposition to the Commissitm it might not be advisable fllr 
Jewish Cultural Reconstruction ttl proceed independently with­
respect to cultural treasures. He requested that the Jewish 
Restitution Commission bear this possibility in mind. 

The chairman called upon Dr. Baron to report on the 
prospects of sending a mission to Europe. Dr. Baron reported 
that pursuant to action tw{en at a prior meeting of the Board, 
the special committee on mission personnel had met. The sub­
comTJi ttee, consisting of l.1essrs .. Baron, 11ichael and Schvvarz, 
had discussed the personnel that would be needed following the 
recognition of the Jewish Restitution Commission. In view of 
the delay, it seemed advisable first to arrange for a l:1ilitary 
permit for Mr. Starr as the first member of the mission. The 
JDC had undertlli<en to obtain the permit. Dr. Baron further 
reported that a preliminary draft of the terms of reference 
of the mission had been drmm up, and read the draft. Dr. Baroni s 
report was approved by the meeting, and upon moti.n duly made and 
seconded, the aforementioned sub-coromi ttee was empowered to fix 
the terms of reference of the mission as well as to appoint the 
necessary personnel at the proper time. 

In the course of the discussion regarding the contacts 
t .. be established by the members of the mission, Rabbi Opher 
informed the meeting that the Synagogue Council had a representa­
tive who was otationed in Gerl:lany Eerving as liaison between 
the resident conmunities 3l1d11MG. Ill'. Blattberg stated that 
the World Jewish Congress maintained a representative in Paris 
accredited to UNESCO, 

There being no further business to come before the 
BlI3.rd, the meeting was duly adjourned at 5: 40 P. M. 

Joshua E'tarr 
Executive Secretary 

-



JEWISH CULTURAL FlECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF '!HE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MAY 18, 1948 

Pursuant to a notice dated May 10, 1948, a special 
meeting of the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, 
Inc., was held on Tuesday, May 18, 1948, at the office of Professor 
S. W. Baron, 611 Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University. The 
foll.awing were present: Messrs. Salo W. Baron, Wolf Blattberg, 
A. G. Brotman, Solomon Goldsmith, Max Gruenwald, Barnett Janner, 
Yitzchak Lewin, Arthur A. C. Liverhant, Leo Meyer, Ahron Opher. 
Israel Rappaport, William F. Rosenbloom, David Rosenstein. 
Excused were: Simon Federbusch, A. Leon Kubowitzki, Judah L. Magnes, 
Jerorrs Michael, Leo W. Schwarz and John Slawson. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 P. M. In the absence 
of Professor Michael, Dr. Baron opened the meeting. The secretary 
read a communication from Dr. Starr, dated Paris, May 11, 1948, in 
which Dr. Starr reported on his activities in London and Paris, the 
reasons for his inability to get into Germany and the problems raised 
by the transfer of books from Prague. After elaboration of several 
points by the chairman, it was decided to incorporate this report 
in the minutes. 

Subsequently the chairman reported on the status of the 
Restitution Commission. According to a cable received by the J. D. C. 
office, it appears that the Restitution Commission will soon be 
formally recognized, subject only to the organization of a subsidiary 
corporation incorporated in Germany to take title to immovable property. 
There are still many details to be ironed out, but it is hoped that 
the Commission will be able. to start operations within a few weeks. 

Dr. Goldsmit raised certain legal problems concerning the 
new set-up. These were explained by Mr. Liverhant on the basis of 
suggestions prepared ~ the working committee of the Restitution 
Commission. 

Mr. Brotman reported briefly about the conditions in the 
British Zone and the negotiations conducted by the Representative 
organizations of British Jewry with the British government. A resti­
tution law for that Zone is still under advisement. It is expected 
that· the latter will deviate from both the American and the French 
modeln, but it is hoped that a Jewish organization, similar' to the 
Restitution COmmiSSion, will be recognized in the British Zone as 
well. 

Mr. Janner, likewise representing the Board of Deputies, 
suggested that as soon as the Restitution Commission and the JCR 
begin operations, their efforts be publicized throughout the Jewish 
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world and particularly amone the Jews serving in the armed torces 
,of the oceup,ying powers. Such publicity mar elicit much new 
information about Jewish cultural treasures still held by German 
indiYiduals or public bodies and thus help in the salvage of 
these materials. 

The chairman reported about the present state of the salvage 
ot Jewish cultural property in Poland and Czechoslovakia. Mr. 
Schneersohn of the Hebrew University has negotiated with the Polish 
government about the transfer of a large number of Hebraica and 
Judaica to Palestine. This transfer is to be effected in connection 
witJ' the establishment of a chair in the history of the Jews of Poland 
which is largely to be financed by the Polish Treasury. Unfortunately, 
because of the unsettled conditions, neither Dr. Magnes nor Dr. starr 
were able to discuss the subject with Mr. Schneersohn who is now back 
in Tel Aviv and his full report is still awaited. 

On the other hand, according to Dr. Starr's communication" 
confirmed by cable from Dr. Joseph Schwarz to Dr, Magnes, 70 cases 
of books have been shipped from Prague to the JDC warehouse at 
Antwerp where they are to await shipment to Jerusalem when peace 
is restored in the Holy Land. Further shipments are expected in 
the near future. In the ensuing discussion, Messrs, Janner, Dr. 
Lewin, Dr. Blattberg and others raised questions about the security 
of these books in Antwerp. On Mr. Janner's motion, it was decided 
to suggest to the JDC, th~t these books be properly insured, and 
that, at, least, a certain general inventory be prepared. Dr. Starr 
could help supervise such work and perhaps enlist the cooperation of 
Dr. Seeligmann of Amsterdam and others. The chairman was instructed 
to communicate with Dr. Schwarz to this effect. 

The chairman raised the problem of the JCR's budget. The 
original six-month period covered by the allotment of $lO,ooo by 
the JIlC and the Jewish Agency expired at the end of February. In 
view Qf the greatly curt~ed operations of JeR, however, this 
amount sufficed to cover the expenses of three more months and 
there is still a substantial balance in the treasury. As soon as 
the operations in Germany will begin, however, much larger sums will 
be required. It was decided to empower the President, Chairman of 
the Board and Treasurer to prepare a new budget and to submit it in 
behalf of JCR to the Restitution Commission and the other two opera­
ting agencies. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, 
the meeting WaS duly adjourned at 611, P. M. 

6.1.46 
rme 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

180 Broadway, New York 23 

MINUTES OF A SPECII\L NEETIN1 OF THE BOIffi]) OF DIRECTORS 

NOVEMBER 4, 1948 
~ 

Pursuant to a notice dated October 20, 1948, a copy of which precedes 
the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Jevrish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held on Thursday, November 4, 1948, 
at the Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th Street, New York. Present were: Prof. 
Salo Baron, president; Mr. David Rosenstein, treasurer; Dr. Wolf Blattberg, 
of the World Jewish Congress; til'. Rudolph Callmm, of the Council for the 
Protection of Rights of Jews from Germany (London); 1.11'. Morris Fine, of the 
American Jewish Commi tteo; Dr. IsaClc Lewin, of the !l.gudas Israel World Organ­
ization; Dr. Oskar K. llabinowicz, of the COmr.littee on Restoration of Continen­
tal Jevrish Museums, Libraries and Archives (London); I\lr. lUi Rock, of the 
Joint Distribution Committee; JJr. !,braham Rothfeld, of the _~erican Jewish 
Conference; Dr. David Wernor Senator, of the Hebrew University; and Dr. Philip 
Frie~~an, guest. 

Prof. Salo W. B'll'on, president of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, acted 
as chairman and Mr. Fine acted as secretary. 

f\ quorum of the Board being present, the chairman called'the meeting to 
order at 8: 30 P. M. 

The minutes of the last special preceding meeting of the Board of Di­
rectors, held on May 18, 1948, having been previously circulated among the 
Directors, upon a motion duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes 
of that meeting was dispEJIlsod with, and they were approved as circulated. 

Death of Dr. liIagnes 

The death of Dr. Judah L. Magnes, vice-president of Jewish Cultural Re­
construction, Inc., was noted and an expression of sympathy unanimously adopted. 

Application for Membership 

The chairman, Prof. Salo Baron, submitted for consideration the applications 
of the :,nglo-Jewish ,\ssociation and the Wiener Library, both of London, for 
membership in J. C. R. In submitting these applications, the chairman pointed 
out some of the criteria for membership, as follows: the represenMive charac­
ter of the applying organization wi thin its mm country, the degree of repre­
sentation already enjoyod by the Jewish community of the country in question, 
and the usefulness of the applying organization in the location and distribu­
tion of books. The application of the wglo-Jewish 'cssociation was unanimously 
approved. The application of the Wiener Library was discussed at length. 
Dr. Senator moved that it be tabled, giving as his principal reason the special 
character of the WieIlfJr Library, in comparison with the other organizations 
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represented in J.G.R. Mr. Fine riliscd some qwstions with regard to the repre­
sentative charllcter of tho Library and its permanence. He believed, however, 
that the opinion of'the British community should be decisive. Both Dr, Senator 
and Mr. Fine expressed their llppreciation of the value and importance of the 
Library as an institution. Dr. Blattberg agreed with Dr. Senator that the 
motion bo tabled. Dr. Rabinowicz spoke up strongly on behelf of the Library, 
stressing particularly its importance wi thin Great Brittin and its role in the 
cultural reconstruction of European Jewry. He urged defeat of the motion to 
table and acceptance of the application. Dr. Rabinowicz was supported by 
Dr. Kollman. '. vote was taken and the motion to table vms voted 6'-3. Several 
of those voting with the majority pointed" out that they did not mean to vote 
for denial of the applic~tion but merely for temporary postponement of the 
decision. 

The chairman reported that he had invited the Interessenvertretung der 
Juedischon Gomeinden und Kultusvercinigungen of WEstern Germany to become a 
member of J.G.R. He pointed out that this action had been taken without prier 
Board approval on the recommendation of Dr. Joshua Starr, Exec. Secly. of 
J. C .R., who had established cont:lCt with the le:ldership of the German commun­
i tics, ilJld after consul t:ltion with Mili tory Gov"rnment. He expre ssed the hope 
that the Board would ratify this action. \fter some discussion, the Board 
ratified the invitation 8xtend8d to the Interessonvertretung. Regret was ex­
pressed that ther8 vms no French representation on the Board. 

Designation of Directors to JRSO 

Mr. Rock reported on the designation of dj.rectors of JCR to the JRSO 
(Jewish Restitution Successor Org,mization). He said that as far as JGR 
was concerned, tho action of the JHSO was to no-elect the same directors 
that had bGcn designat.ed by J.C.TI. tho previous yc;"r, subject to the right 
of J. C. R. to subrri t chcmges in thc directors to n meoting of the JRSO. 

Report of Dr. Scon;,tor 

The chairman road a letter from Dr. David de Sola Pool. Dr. Pool urged 
speedy action rcg:lrding tho distribution of cul tur0l treasures rescued in Europe. 

Dr. Senator reported that tho negotiations of the Hobro! University for 
the recovery of tho books found in Torezin YIerC still continuing. He reported 
success in tho recovery of some 50,000-55,000 books found in the Sudetenl!llld. 
Thes8 y!ere now stored in ;ntworp and Paris [[\Yrliting shipment to Israel. 
Dr. Senator submitted a memorandum which he "sked to have circulated Mlong the 
Board members, do:1ling with the policy of the Hebrew University on the distri­
bution of Jevd.sh books in GurmOlny, \ustria and elsewhere. ( . .\ copy of this 
memor1ll1dum is attached.) 

Report of Dr. Sta.rr 

The chGirman road the latest report of Dr. Joshua Starr from Germany. 
In this connection, he explained tho situation with regard to tho arrm1gements 
for tho restitution of property in the .\moricM Zone of Germany, which affected 
the J. C. R. The "Jnoric,m authorities have designated JRSO o.s the successor 
to all unclaimed ,md heirloss Jewish proporty in accordance with JJilitary 
Goverru:18l1t Ordor #59. It W,'1S planned that the JDG and the ,Jowish Agency would 
serve as tho agents for tho disposal of econOMic property, while JCR would ad­
minister tho cultural property. Tho JHSO decided to establish its own offices, 



- 3 -

while J. C. R. requested Military Government to award the CUltural property 
by administrative action. General Clay sent a strong cable to the state Dept. 
to recognize J. e. R. as the successor organization for all cultural property. 
The approval of this reconnnendation would give J. e. R. title not only to 
material of German origin, but to all cultural property, which is heirless and 
unclaimed, thus including property,not covered by the ordinance under which 
JRSO operates. 

The chairman also reported on the recent thinking of the officers of J.e.R. 
with regard to sending a mission to Germany. Their ideas about this had changed 
as result of stabilization of the currency, which now made it more expensive to 
operate in Germany. 

There was some discussion of the advisability of requesting Dr. Starr to 
return for a short period for the purpose of giving first-hand information on 
the progres s in Germany and of explaining plans for the opening of a J. e. R. 
office there. The budgetary situation of J. e. R. was reviewed with this in 
mind, the Treasurer pointing out that there was a small balance in the treasury 
which was sufficient to take care of Dr. Starr's traveling expenses. A motion 
requesting Dr. Starr's return for. the purposes indicated above was duly made 
and seconded and unanimously adopted. 

Dr. starr's proposed budget for the first six months of 1949 for the estab­
lishment of the J.e.R. office in Germany was read and discussed. In it he asked 
for $21,000, to be financed jointly by the JDC and the Jewish Agency. It was 
suggested that the Hebrew Uni versi ty be asked to provide a field man for the 
purpose of cataloguing the books and other cultural treasures. Dr. Senator, 
at this juncture, brought up the question of reimbursing the Hebrew University 
for the expenses it incurred in connection with the work of rescuing cultural 
treasurel1 in Pl:md and Czechoslovakia, which it had defrayed in their entirety. 
No action was taken. 

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, the budget proposed by Dr. Starr 
was turned over to a special sub-committee for further consideration, with 
power to act. 

There being no further business to co~~ before the Board, the meeting 
was duly adjourned at 10:30 P. M. 

11/16/48 

Respectfully submitted, 

Morris Fine 
Secretary Pro Tern 
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Jewish books in Offenbach, Germany, and other localities 
of Germany, Austria, Czechoslovakia and other countries. 

THE POLICY OF THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

1. Historical justice requires that the scholarly work of destroyed Jewish 
institutions of learning and Jewish communities be continued in Jewish in-
sti tutions throughout the world, but especially in the Holy Land, where the 
Jewish tradition of learning has now its main living centre. Not only the 
Hebrew University, but each of the large number of religious and cultura in­
stitutions in palestine need these books and manuscripts of extinct Jewish in­
stitutions and communities for their own development and for the development 
of the Jewish tradition. 

2. There is now in Palestine awider circle of scholars and students concerned 
with Jewish and Hebrew materials than in any othGr Jewish centre. Not only the 
Hebrew Universi ty and tho large numbers of yeshivot, sGminaries and schools, but 
also - a point of great import'mce - many communities, ~roups and individuals in 
the Holy Land require these books for purposes of their daily life. The great 
tradition of Jewish learning is being developed not only in the institutions of 
Palestine, but it is becoming more and more a part of the life and thought of 
the whole Jewish community. 

3. JewS allover the world, regardless of party affiliation, have welcomed and 
have furthered the transfer to Palestine of large numbers of Jewish settlers. 
They all agree that the great bulk of displaced Jews, now languishing in refugee 
camps, should have the opportunity of making their home in the historic Holy 
Land. It is imperative as well that the refugee books and manuscripts of de­
spoiled Jewish institutions and communities, also find their home in the Holy 
Land. The large majority of the Jews who have been saved would thus be enabled 
in their neW home to renew and to deepen their religious and cultural life. 

4. It CM therefore be readily understood why the Hebrew Uni versi ty urges the 
transfer to Palestine of those books and manuscripts which are regarded as es­
sential by the University. The Hebrew University is confident that the other 
institutions represented in Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. will be ready 
to grcnt priority in this respect to the Hebrew University, which represents 
not only itself but also all the institutions of learning and the communities 
of palestine. The Hebrew University may be trusted also to have full under­
standing for the needs of Jewish institutions throughout the world. 

5. To this end, the Hebrew University submitted on November 3rd, 1947, a 
statement of policy to the Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, 
Inc. in words to this effect: 

(a) If there be sufficient time at its disposal, the mission abroad pro­
posed by Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. would sort out these 
books in Germany and .allocate them to the various countries and insti­
tutions, in accordcmce with the basic policy of Jewish Cultural 
Reconstruction, Inc. 
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(b) If retaining these books in Germany for a longer period would endanger 
the position, we propse the transfer to Prtlestine of these books en bloc, 
on the assumption that the bulk of these books would r8main in Palestine 
in any event. The Hebrew University is ready to establish a special 
department within the National and University Library for dealing with 
all these questions. This department would eng"ge in the sorting and 
cataloguing of the material. The Hebrew University would honour the 
claims of all lawful owners and would dispose of these books and manu­
scripts in accordance with t he decisions of Jewish CulturaL Reconstruction, 
Inc. It would be helpful if Jewish Culturpl Reconstruction, Inc. were to 
send a representative to PRlestine to collaborate in this work. 

(c) The policy of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. should be based on the 
following three principles. 

1. Books of a general Jewish interest should go to the National and 
University Library in Jerusalem, to be held in trust for distribu­
tion to the University and other institutions of a religious or cul­
tural character in Palesti~e. 

2. IilRteri,ql of special interest to the Jews in English speaking countries 
should bG distributed there, t<i<ing into account the special interests 
of particu:j.ar groups, such as the ,sephardim, the Jews from G",rm,my, etc. 

3. In case of differences of opinion concerning important books or manu­
scripts, a Boo.rd should be constituted ropresenting tho Hebrew Uni­
versity, tho claimant o.nd rJ. third person, to be choson jOintly by 
both sides ,1nd the decision of this Board is to be regnrdfld as final. 





.!mSH CU1'1·~'l'I"ii..L RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broa~~, New York 23, N. Y. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
May $, 1949 

Pursuant to a notice dated April 25th, 1949, a oopy of whioh 
precedee the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Direc­
tors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held on Thursday, M~ 5, 1949 
at the office of Dr. salo W. Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University, 
New York. 

Present were: Dr, Salo W. Baron, President; Dr. Wolf Blattberg, 
World Jewil!h Congressl Mr. Rudolph Callman, American Federation of Jews from 
Central Europe; Mr, David E. Goldberg, Hebrew University; Dr. Max Gruenewald, 
American Federation of Jews from Central Europe; Dr. Isaao Lewin, Agudas Israel; 
Mr. Judah Shapiro, Joint Distribution Committee. Also present was Dr. Joshua 
Starr. 

Professor Baron acted as chairman and Dr. Starr acted as sec­
retary. A quorum of the Board being present, the chairman called the meeting 
to order at 2:05 P. M. 

The minutes of the last special preceding meeting of the Board 
held on March 14th having been previously circulated among the directors, upon 
motion duly made and seconded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting was 
dispensed with and they were approved as circulated. 

The Chairman pointed out the need for electing a Seoretary of 
the Board. Dr. Gruenewald was duly nominated and elected to that office with 
power to sign checks drawn on the account of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. The Chairman placed before the meeting a 
proposal for the formatlon of an executive committee to which the Board of Di­
rectors could delegate its powers. He suggested that the oommittee consist 
of one representative of each of the nine members of the corporation main­
t~n~ngoffices in New York, these representatives to be designated by the 
respective organizations, Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting 
adopted a resolution to constitute such an executive committee. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded the President of the Corpora­
tion was authorized to vest the following power of attorney in Dr. Bernard 
Heller as Field Director; 

I, SALO W. BARON, President of .!mSH CULTURAL RECONSTRUC .. 
TION, INC., a membership corporation organized and existing under the laws of 
New York, do hereby certify as follaws: 

That BERNARD HELLER has been duly appOinted Field Director 
of the Corporation by the Board of Directors thereof; 

That by virtue of the authority conferred upon said Bernard 
Heller as Field Director by the Board of Directors he is empowered to execute 
and deliver on behalf of the Corporation any and all documents and ag~eements 
relative to the administration of Jewish cultural property and properties in 



any country .in Europe and the movement thereof from any country in Europe to 
another country in Euro~a or to a country outside of E~rope and to agree to 
such terms anel coneli tions on behalf of the Corpora,tion with regard to suoh 
administration and movement as to him m~ be deemed neoessary or appropriate. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOr I, as President of the corporation, 
have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the Corporation this 7th d~ 
of M~, 1949. 

i'resident 

Dr. Starr reported that on April 5th, after consultation with 
JRSO, he had signed an agreement with OMGUS covering the disposition of five 
cases of Hebrew manusoripts and rare eelitions, whioh have been in the custody 
of the Hebrew University since 1947. He reael the text of the agreement as 
follows: 

ADDENDUM I 

to Memoranelum of Agreement of 1> February 1949 
Subjeot: "Jewish Cultural Property" 

1. Pursuant to the intent of the basic agreement of 15 February 1949 that 
JCR, Ino. will aot as trustee in receiving certain Jewish Cultural Property for 
the Jewish people anel in distri.buting it to such public or quasi-public reli­
gious, cultural or educational institutions as it sees fit to be used in the 
interest of perpetuating Jewish art and culturel there are transferreel hereb,y 
to the JCR, Inc., approximately 366 manuscripts, as listeel on the attached in­
ventory and custody receipt of 24 July 1947, ~merican Consul General, Jerusalem, 
Palestine, comprising all cultural properties moved in one single shipnent ~rom 
Offenbach Archival Depot, Germany, to Jerusalem and placed in custody of 
Dr. I. Joel,Acting Librarian, Hebrew UniVersity, on 22 June 1947. 

2. In full r~cognition of the value of these manuscripts and with the 
knowledge that a number of them are identifiable, JCR, Inc., hereby agrees 
to undertake to give appropriate notice to owners of identifiable works that 
the works will be delivered to the rightful owner by JeR, Inc" the rightful 
owners agreeing to p~ cost of shipping and insurance in transit. 

3. JCR, Inc. also agrees to furnish to OMGUS, Berlin, Germany, copies of 
the letters of notice issued to the identified owners and to furnish reports 
to OMGUS at 90-day intervals as to deliveries which have been maele. 

4. Manuscripts Whose source is unidentifiable included in this IIhipnent, 
to be determined and agreed by a designateel representative cf JCR,!nc., and 
~ representative to be designated by the U. S. Military Governor will be trans. 
ferred to JCR, Inc. on simple memorandum receipt with the sale provieo that the 
properties are to be utilized for the maintenance of the cultural heritage of 
the Jewish people. 

>. The identifiable manuscripts included in this shipment, to be deter­
mined and agreed upon by a representative 'of JeR, Inc. anel a representative 
to be designateel by the U. S. MilitarY Governor will be transferred on custod¥ 
receipt providing that the JCR, Inc. will maintain these works, will eef;lk the 
rightful owners, and will deliver them to properly identified claimants as 
stated in paragraph two above, or will eleliver any of them to a rightful owner 
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(cost of #hipping and insurance to be borne by the owner) on instruction from 
the U. S. Government. 

6. JeR, Inc, agrees to accept full custody of these properties as soon 
as access thereto can be gained in Jerusalem, and immediately thereafter in­
itiate action to locate the owners of the identifiable works. 

Date April 5, 1949 

Place Berlin 

( signed) 

( signed) 

(signed) 

..... ~ ., 

~. R. McJunkins 
uthorJ.zed Representi£ J. ve 

U. S. Military Governor 

Joshua Starr 
IUthorized Representative 
JCR, Inc, 

consented to and Approved on 
behalf of JRSO, Inc. 

by 

Saul fragan. , 

The meeting discussed the advisability of having the manuscripts 
screened in Jerusalem rather than in Washington or elsewhere. Upon motion duly 
made and seconded, a resolution was adopted instructing the Executive Secretary 
to inform OMGUS through the JRSO that JCR preferred to have this work conducted 
in Jerusalem, if possible. As an alternative, JCR would be willing to have 
the property shipped to the Library of Congress pending the clarification of 
the ownership of a number of items. 

At the request of the chairman, Dr. Starr presented a schedule 
of distribution of unidentifiable German books at Offenbach: 

Desttnation Cases Items 

W. Germany 16 3,312 
(1) 

Great Britain 22 3,858 
S. Africa 13 2,273 
Palestine 47 8,906 
W. Hemisphere 46 9,073 

Total 144 27,422 -
(1) Limited to popular material; normally 4 copies of each title. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, this schedule was approved and the Execu­
tive Secretary was instructed to submit a copy to JRSO for confirmation. 
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Dr. starr further reported that on April 2200 he had dis­
patched to the port of Hamburg five freight cars containing 497 cases of 
books and periodicals (77,603 items). This shipment, consigned to JCR in 
New York, consists only in part of an allocation for libr~ries and schools 
in the Western Hemisphere. In addition to"material allocated, the shipment 
comprises material which is being merel;ll transferred to the New York depot 
of JCR to await allocation to various couhtr!es iii addition to the U. S. 

The Chairman reported th~ receipt or ,a l.tter from Dr. Leo 
Baeqk dealing with certain collections ,f~rmerly befbnglng to Jewish institutions 
in GermaIliY which are no longer in exis1:illnoe. Dr~ B.Ii~kls proposal to entrust 
one or more of these coUections en blob to deSign'~te~ .... hsearch bodies organized 
by German Jewish emigres has aroused bdthagreemen~ and opposition within the 
Board, Following a discussitln of this proposal, ~he. dl1airman concluded that 
it would be best to ask the spokesmen bf the oppdSibgviewll to present their 
arguments in fuller detail So that the Board could make its deoision at the 
forthcoming meeting. 

The Cha;i.rman r~po:l:'teli. tl:le receipt of, a communication from the 
state Department requesting irlf'otmation, regarding the heirs to private and 
institutional collections removed by th~ Germafis from the Baltic countries and 
now stored at. Offenbach. The Chairman stated that three of the rightful owners 
of a part of the collection had been located and assumed that the bulk of the 
books were heirless. With the approval of the Board, the Chairman instructed 
the Executive Secretary to ask the State Department for a reply to the letter 
of JCR ortWng to take custody of the Baltic collections for the purpose of 
making restitution wherever possible as well as for the distribution of the 
heirless property. 

The Chairman reported on steps taken to invest~.gate unreported 
Jewish cultural property and collections in the hands of the Gemeinden in 
Germany. He stated that it had become essential for the Council for the Pro­
tection of Rights of Jews from Germany to present a memorandum to JCR on methods 
to be pursued in arran(:ing for the recovery of such property and on available 
personnel and funds for the purpose. Dr. Gruenewald and Mr. Callman agreed to 
arrange for the preparation of such a memorandum. 

at 4 P.M. 
Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was .adjourned 

Respectfully submitted. 



JEWISH CULTURA;[, RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

MINUTES OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEET lID 

May 5, 1949 

CONFlDENll'IAL 

Present: Prof. A. Marx, Chairman; Prof. L. Finkelstein; Rabbi I. E. Kiev; 
Prof. A. M. Marga1:i.th; Dr. Moses Munk 

Ex officio: Prof. S. W. Baron; Dr. J. starr 

The Conunittee met on May 8, 1949 in the office of the Chairman, Professor 
Marx, who called the meeting to order at 10:30 A. M. 

1. Allocation and shipment. Dr. Starr presented schedUles of 
distribution of unrdentified property comprising Hebrew and Yiddish books 
(A), and German Judaica (B). A copy of the former had been circulated by 
mail, and Schedule B is shown below: 

Destination Oases Items 

W. Germany .16 3,312(1) 
Great Britain 22 3,858 
S. Africa 13 2,273 
Palestine 47 8,906 
w. Hemisphere 46 9,073 

Total 144 27,422 

(1) Limited to popular material; normally 4 copies of each title. 

Dr. Starr reported that the first JOR overseas shipment had left Offenbach, 
on April 22nd, bound for New York. The five carloads contain the follOWing 
material: 

Category Cases Items - -
1. Hebraioa 234 38,379 
2. Hebrew and Yiddish newspapers 51 747 
3. German Judaica 46 9,073 
4. German Periodica " 79 23,311 
5. Hebraica (from sturmer plant) 83 5,932 
6. Yivo property ana material for 

deposit with Yivo 4 161 -
Total 497 77,603 
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Categox:ies :L and 4 are listed in detail: for category 5 the list covers 
68 cases. 'hie. Hebraica were packed as indica.ted in Schedule A, and oate­
gory 3 was ~acked alphabetically by author, except for a small percentage 
of rnisplabed items. 

Dr. Starr further reported that the remaining periodica would also be 
shipped to New York to await direct allocatioh to interested libraries in 
all countries, and that a similar procedure would be follrnved in respect 
to the .residue of the rare book collection, after the selection made by 
Mr. Shunami in behalf of the Jewish National and University Library, 

2. Operations in New York. Dr. Baron requested the Committee 
members to give Borne thought to the finding of qualified personnel and 
to the other problems involved in the care and distribution of the books 
after delivery to a depot to be established in New York. Inasmuch as the 
JCR budget would not provide for the transportation and handling of ship­
ments from the German port to the beneficiary institutions, it was recom­
mended that a charge of twenty-five cents per book be assessed on those 
institutions. In accordance with Rabbi Kiev1s suggestion, items returned 
to .JCR after delivery would be credited at the same rate. 

Dr. Margalith pointed out that, in making allocations, it will be essential 
to provide multiple copies for class use, as distinguished from filling 
gaps in library holdings, Supplementing this recommendation, Dr. Munk 
proposed that the distribution list adopted by the Committee at the meeting 
of February 6, be enlarged to include the smaller yeshivot. The Com­
mittee agreed that libraries attached to institutions of learnin& should 
receive allocations for their Circulating collections, which would also 
be made available to readers outSide of the student body. Dr. Finkel­
stein proposed that the unallocated residue be stored and utilized as 
future needs might require, 

3. Sifre Torah. Dr. Munk asked what disposition was to be 
made of Sifre Torah. In answer to the question, Dr. Baron reviewed the 
successive plans which had been considered, and stated that it had been 
found most economical and practical to ship the scrolls to the JDC in 
Paris. This office has undertaken to employ scribes to select those 
which were fit for use, and to report the result to JCR, which would 
control their distribution. 

4. Subcommittee. At the suggestion of Dr, Baron, the chairman 
announced that he woUld c511 a meeting of the subcommittee to consider 
candidates for the work to be done in New York by JCR, and to prepare 
recOlllIllendations based on the questionnairel;rreturned by the librarie s. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 P. M. 



JEWIsH CULTU7tAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1.841. Broadw~, New York 23, N. Y. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD Oll! DIRECTORS 
,June '_~L~/·t~ 

Pursuant to a notice dated Hay 26. 1949, a copy of which 
precedes the minutes of this llleeting. a special meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was 
held on Tuesday, June 7, 1949 at the office of DB. Salo W. Baroni 
Fayerwe~ther Hall, colu~bia University, New York, 

Present were: Dr. S. W. Baron, President; Dr. G. Scholem. 
Vice-President; Dr. W. Blattberg (World JewiBh Congress); Dr. S. 
Goldsmi th (Agudas Israel); Dr. M. Gruenewald (Alneric an Federation' 
of Jews from Central Europe); Mr. H. Salpeter (Hebrew University), 
Also present WaS Dr. J. Starr • 

. Dr. Baron acted as Chairman and Dr. Starr acted as 
Secretary. The chairman called the meeting to order at 4.15 P.M. 

1.. Minutes 

The Chairman stated that Dr. I. Lewin had written to him, 
requesting a correction in the minutes of the Board meeting of 
May 5, in regard to an additional allooation of books in the field 
of rabbinics for institutions in Israel. Following some remarks 
by Dr. Goldsmith on the,matter, the Chairman explained that Distri­
bution Sohedule A, as adopted, provided to a certain extent for 
the shipment of certain categories of material from New York to 
Israel and elsewhere. The minutes of the meeting in question 
having been previously circulated 8ll1ong the directors, upon motion 
duly made and seoonded, the reading of the minutes of that meeting 
WaS dispensed with and they were approved as oiroulated. 

2. Distribution 2! ~emonial Objeots !9 Israel 

The Chairman placed before the Board a letter from Mr. 
Maurice M. Boukstein, dealing with the transfer of ceremonial ob­
jects allocated by JOB for synagogues in Israel. As Mr. Boukstein 
wrote, "the Jewish Agency should be authorized by J .R. S. O. to 
request the Ministry for Religious Affairs to assume the burden 
of distributing the religious ceremonial objects to be sent to 
Israel by J.C'.R. This arrangement would result in the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs doing the job, as was intended by t.C.H •• 
and at the same time, also indicate the connection of the Jewish 
Agenoy with the matter." Upon motion duly made and seconded, the 
Bo~ app~oved the prooedure suggested by Mr. Boukstein. ' 

3. Hebrew' Name fo~ JCR --------
The Chairman reported that the adoption of a Hebrew name 

for JCR had been under consideration, particularly because of the 
nee(l for a sui table bookplate. which will be pasted in the l;Iooks 
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distributed. Dr. Schalem proposed the nam~l<liII' fltJ.'r.,? I7JJl/,./l 
and a discussion ensued. Upon motion duly made and seconded, the 
adoption of a name was entrusted to a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Baron, Scholem and starr. 

4. Budget !2! July-Deoember 1949 

The Ch~irman presented the budget for JCR operations in 
New York and the field for the second half of 1949. Upon motion 
duly made and seconded, this budget, a copy of which is appended 
to these minutes, was approved, and the officers of JCR were author', 
ized to negotiate with JRSO for the necessary appropriation. 

5. Report of ~ecutive Seoretary 

Dr. starr reported that, in compliance with· the agruement 
between JCR and OMGUS, operatllons at the Offenbach Depot were con­
cluded on May 31. The shipments to six destinations comprised 
some 1400 cases, with the various categories packed separately 
and the contents recorded in detail. The entire stock of Torah 
scrolls, in 35 oases, Was plaoed in the custody of the JDC Europe.­
an Headquarters (Paris), whioh has undertaken to report to JCR 
the results of its examination of this material. As one of the 
destinations, the JCR Depot in Brooklyn holds olose to 500 oases 
of books and periodicals, for distribution in the Western Hemi­
sphere, and in oertain oategories for allooation to other parts 
of the world as welL Rabbi S. Rochman, who has worked at 
Offenbach for a oonsiderable period, has been engaged to ad-
minister the depot in Brooklyn. . 

In acoordance with a supplementary agreement between 
JCR and OMGUS, the President designated Dr. K. Wormann and Dr. 
I. Joel of the Jewish National and University Library as the 
agents of JCR in negotiations regarding the manuscripts and rare 
editions, which have been in the custody of the Library in Jeru­
salem since 1947. 

, During the ensuing months JCR operations in Europe will 
be continued ohiefly at Wiesbaden, where the heirless oultural 
property is stored. A$ Field Director, Dr. Heller has been 
instruoted to allocate the ceremonial objeots (apart from those 
classified by Mr. Narkiss as suitable for museums) as follows: 
Israel - equipment for 62 synagogues (listed in a oommunioation 
from the Mj.nister of Religious Affairs), but not to exoeed 40% 
of the stock in eaoh category; Western Europe - 25%; Western 
Hemisphere -' 25%; Gl'oal; Britain - 5%; South Africa and other 
countries - 57&. 

Upon motion duJ.y made and seoonded, the report of the 
Executive Secretary WeB approved, and a vote of thanks to him and 
his associates, adopted in reoognition of the magnitude and com- . 
plexity of the aohi'wsment of the field staff since last February. 
The Board fUrther resolved to empower the Advisory Committee to 
prooeed with the dL3tribution of the books allooated for the 
Western Hemisphere~ ~nst) .. 'ucting the Executive Secretary to canvass 
the votes of Board members on matters of speoial importance, 
without waiting for a Board meeting. 



6. Proposals tor !:t!~~p~~~J~~m~1: Speclal1'i1'iis !! 

The Chairman placed before th~Board a communication 
trom Dr. Leo Baeok, dated April 12, requesting specific consider­
ation tor the interests 01' Jewish emigre soholars trom Germany. 
now continuing their research in German-Jewish history in England, 
the U. S. and SOuth Jlmerica. In reply to Dr. Baeck's letter 
Dr. Scholem had written to Dr. Baron. under date ot May 31, 
questioning the advisability ot ~anding the distribution list, 
as Dr. Baeck's proposal would require. It would be preterable, 
Dr. Scholem wrote, fo~ the Society t6r Jewish Study to join forces 
with the Jewish Historioal Society ot England or a similar body, 
and to benefit by the allocation made to that institution. He 
also recommended that a corresponding arrangement be made in 
New York. 

In the course 01' the extended discussion, Dr, Gruenewald 
stated that he reoognized the importanoe of adhering to the prin­
oiple that no emigre society be granted the right of sucoessor 
to the property of a body destroyed by the Nazis, unless its 
status as such could be established beyond reasonable doubt. In 
his opinion, however, there would be moral justifioation for mak­
ing an exception in behalt 01' the soholarly oircle in London 
headed by Dr. Baeck. As tor theprojeot of a German-Jewish 
memorial colleo.tion in New York, Dr. Gruenewald cited a proposal 
submitted by Dr. E, Tauebler, with the approval of President 
Nelson Glueck 01' the Hebrew Union College, for the establishment 
01' suoh a colleotion under the auspioes of the Jewish Institute 
of Religion. The position taken by Dr. Gruenewald was commented 
upon, and Dr. Baron pqinted out that, in view of the recognized 
functions of the J'ldvisory Committee,the propOsal involving the 
Jewish Institute of Religion should be first considered by that 
Committee, and its recommendation referred to the Board for action. 

7. =Adm==i~n~i~s~t~r~a~t~i~on~ £! Baltio Colleotions '. 
The Cl:L.airman reported that OMGUS had requested JCR to 

take oustody 01' the identifiable books from the Baltic countries 
for a two-year period, with the responsiblli ty of finding the 
owners or heirs and making restitution. He pointed out certain 
objections to the proposed agreement. whioh had been conveyed to 
JRSO in Germany. Upon motion duly. made and seconded, the 
President of JaR was authorized to arrange for more acceptable 
terms, and at his discretion to instruct the Field Director to 
sign an agreement governing the dispOSition of the Baltio 001-
lections. 

There being no turther business to come before the Board, 
upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting Was adjourned at 
6.20 P.M. 

Respectfully SUbmitted, 

." )~S fw. ~ /lliVl-. 
JOS1Itf/ STAM 



BUDGET 
July-Decel1lber 1949 

!!penditure;! 

Europe 

Field Director $ 3,000. 

AdJnlnistt-ative Ofrioeto 2,000. 

Assistant 1,800. 

Transportation 3,000. 

Travel and Per Diel1l 3,500. 

Office 500. 

Total $13.800. 

Headquarters , 

Exeoutive Seoretary $ 3,600. 

Pepot Manager 2,000. 

Depot Assistant 1,500. 

Stenographer 1,500. 

storage and Handling 1.000. 

Offioe, telephone, eto. 1 2000. 

Total t 101600. 
00,400. 

Assets and Incol1le 

Estil1lated Cash Balanoe as of 
Ju~ 30, 1949 $ 3,300. 

PaYlllent for handling oharges 
(SO,OOO volumes) 

.7,500 

Total $ 10,800. 
-

Balanoe required $ 13,600. 
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September 27, 1949 

MEMORil.NDUM 

To: Board of Directors of Jewish cultural Reconstruction, Inc. 
From: Hannah Arendt 

I am submitting for your consideration the recommendations of 

the Advisory Committee. I call your attention in particular 

to the recommendation regarding the Hermann Cohen collection. 

May I ask you to signify your acceptance of this particular 

recommendation or to offer an alternative suggestion? 

A response card is enclosed for your convenience. 



JEiiL.5H CUIll'UB,.L ,mCOHSnlUCT ION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

IIIINUrEd OF ADVISORY COLilIUTTEE l'IlEZTING 
September 19, 1949 

CONFIDEl1I'IAL 

Present: Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, Chairman; Professor Louis 
Finkelstein, Dr. Franz Landsberger, Dr. Stephen S. 
y"ayser, Dr. A. Ill. Margalith, Rabbi M. L. Munk, Dr. 
David de Sola Pool, Dr. Guido 0choenberger, and Dr. 
Rache I Vlischl1itzer. 

~fficiO: Prof. Salo W. Baron and Dr. Hannah Arendt. 
4 

The Committee met on September 19, 1949, at 4:30 in the afternoon, 
in the office of Prof. Baron, Fayerweat'.1.9r Hall, Columbia Univer­
wity. 

1. Ceremonial Objects Which J.rriITei:l in ~Jew York . ,~.----

a. The COll1ll1ittee agreed to establish a sub-committee which should 
be responsible for the evaluation and selection of museum pieces 
for allocation. 

b. In view of the fact that the museum pieces outnumber the 
synagogue pieces almost in the proportion of 9 to 1, the Com­
mittee decided a revision of the original division of the objects. 

c. The question of duplicates was raised and it was decided to 
proceed as in the case of books, that is, to r~ke it impossible 
for an institution to receive duplicates. The special difficul­
ties in deciding what a duplicate is in the case of an art object 
were rec06nized. 

d. Recipients of museum pieces. -- The art ob jects which arrived 
in thIs country are for distrIbution not only to the countries 
in the ~""e-stern Hemisphere but also to Great Dritian and So. 
Africa. It was agreed that Great Britain should receive her usual 
share of 5%-7% of the total, that i~ 250-350 objects. So.Africa, 
Canada and Argentina should receive 5% each of the material in 
New York, that is (if the present categories are not radically 
changed), about 150 items each. 

e. Recipients in the United states.-- The Committee agre~d that 
the Jellisn Lluseum in New Yorl. and the Jewish Museum in Cincinnati 
should have first call. It was recognized that Yeshiva University 
has a special claim and should follow immediately after these 
top priorities. 
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A list of other prospective recipients, who should be notified, 
will be dtlawn up by the sub-committee. The following institutions 
were mentioned: The Jewish Center Lecture Bureau for its 
exhibits, the Jewish community centers in Chicago, Cleveland 
and San Francisco. 

f. The proposition to allocate museum pie~es to non-Jewish in­
stitutions (the Committee considered a request by the Jewish 
Cultural Foundation of New York University) was accepted in 
principle; however, the Jewish institutions should be served 
first. It was agreed that a certain portion should be held back 
for the purpose ot later gistribution. . 

g. synafogue Objects:--'First pr~ority will be "given to congrega­
tions 0 recent arrivals from Central Europe and to recommend­
ations by the United Jewish Appeal. 

h. A handling charge of 60~ per item will be asked from the re­
cipients in order to cover the cost of transport from Germany. 

Repair of museum and synagogue pieces shall be undertaken by the 
reCipient, who may avail himself of the services of the Jewish 
Museum. 

It should be noted t~~t there is considerable breakage among the 
o~jects to be distributed. 

+. Every recipient shall 
t9 pay handling charge~, 
to indicate their origin 
the inventory, 

Sign.an agreement by which it agrees 
to take good Glare of the objects and 
in a label, On the index card, and ln 

I~ the case of synagogue objects, a lock-tag was considered and 
decision postponed. 

2. Hermann Cohen Oollection 

This is the first of the German Je~flish institutional units which 
are now being sorted in Wiesbaden. In view of the fact that it 
consists primarily·of books of non-Jewish content, philoso.(lhy 
and Oh:r;istian theology, it was decided to allocate it to t lie 
Hebrew University, 

However, 400 non-Jewish periodicals and 100 Jewish periodicals 
of this unit might be separated and otherwise allocated, if they 
have no marginal notes by Hermann Cohen and if they are dup1i­
ca,tes in the co11eotion of the Heb~ew University, 

3. 'The stuermer· Collection 

Apart from about 2,000 items requested by the Jewish Theo1ogioal 
Seminary, the Jewish Institute of Religion and Yivo the whole 
oollection was allocated to Yeshiva University whi~h will keep 
it inta.ct a;s a unit.· , 
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4. Smaller Libraries 

A list of smaller libraries which have applied to JeWish Cultural 
Reconstruction for allooation of books was submitted tothe 
Committee. The following requests were recognized: 

a) National Jewish Welfare Board - a small reference library 
of Halakhic literature, specifically Responsa 

b) Jewish Education Committee - ai:lmall number of specific 
titles . 

c) Jewis h Community Cen tel', Washington, D. C. - one set of the 
basic classics in Hebrew 

d) Bureau of Jewish Education, louisville, Ky., for a Jewish 
community library - one·set of the basic classics in Hebrew 
and some fiction in Hebrew and Yiddish 

e) Jewish Fed~ration and Council, Kansas City, Mo., for local 
needs - one set of the basic classics in Hebrew and $ome 
fiction in Hebrew and Yiddish 

f) Hebrew Convalescent Home, New York - some Yiddish novels. 

The application from 10 Yeshivot will be.considered by a special 
sub-committee conSisting of Rabbi Munk, Dr. Kaminetsky and Dr. 
Arendt. 

5. ~plications from Abroad 

The Committee agreed to fill at least p~rt of the needs of the 
Jewish communi ties in Switzerland and Sweden from t he Brooklyn 
depot, because they have been left out of the original allocation 
from Germany. It was also decided to re-consider the needs of 
these communities as soon as new collections are made available 
to JCR. 

The great need for Talmudic literature by the Jewish communities 
in Morocco was stressed, and it was decided to ask the JDC office 
in Paris to consider the needs of these comIllunities from the 
JDC reservoir in France and to place the Moroccan communities 
on the list of reCipients for further distribution. 

6. Soviet Russian School Books 

It was agreed to divide the contents of the two cases of Soviet 
Russian school books between the Jewish Education Committee and 
Yivo. 

Respectfully submitted 

Hannah Arendt 



JEW:):sm: CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
L841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MEl\!ORANDUM 

To: Members of the Board of Direotors 
From: Dr. Hannah Arendt 

I am lIab.i~ttllB, .. f"ll'I ,your consideration the vote of the 
Advisory Committee (Minutes of meeting of September 19. 
1949) advising allooation of the Stuermer colleotion to 
the Yeshiva University. 

The Stuermer oolleotion consists of approximately 7,000 
items of rabbinio lHlerature and .o'ther Hebraioa. A total 
of about 2,000 items have been requested by the Jewish 
Theologioal Seminary, ~ the Jewish lnstitute of Religion, 
and Yiddish Scientifio Institute. 

In the opinion of the Advisory Committee, this oollection 
should be l{ept intaot. 

Yeshiva University has acoepted to receive the books, to 
keep the oolleotion as a uni~, and to honor, under an 
amicable arrangement, the requests from the other institutions. 

May I ask you to please signify your acoeptanoe of this 
reoommendation or to offer an alternative plan on the 
enclosed 0 ard? 

November 4, 1949 



JEWISH CULTtJRA.LREC0!Tc,rRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway~ ~~3;W Yor k 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES OF THB !\.NWilL I1lEETING OF THE BOARD 
6cto'6er 17, 1949 

Pur~uant to a notice dated September 28. 1949, a copy of which 
precedes the minutes of this meeting, the annual meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Corporation wa~ held at 9 P.l!!. on 

October 17, 1949, at the Harmonie Club, 4 :Gast60th Street, New 
YOl'm City. 

The following persons were present: Prof. Sala W. Baron, President; 
Prof. Jerome l,!iohael, Chairman of the Board of Directors; Dr. 
Simon Federbusch, Vice-President; Dr. Max Gruenewald, Secretary; 
Dr. Wolf Blattberg, Mr. Rudolf Callman, Rabbi 111rsch Freund, Dr. 
Isaac Lewin, Dr. Ben Halpern, and Hr. Eli Rock. 

Dr. Bernard Heller, former Field Secretary 

Ex offioio: Dr. Hannah ~endt, Executive Seoretary. 

Jerome Miohael, the chairman of the Board of Directors. acted as 
chairman, and Dr. Hannm Arendt as secret ary, of the meeting. 

1. Minutes 

The reading of the L1inutes of t11e last meeting of June 7, 1949, 
Was dispensed with. The Minutes were approved as circulated. 

2. Election of qfficers 

Re-elected were; Salo 'IN. Baron, President; Jerome liichael, Chairman 
of Board of Direotors; Leo B aeck, Silnon Federbusch, GerShom Scholem 
and Alan II. Stroock, Vice-Presidents; David Rosenstein, Treasurer; 
and 11ax Gruenewald. Seoretary. 

The question of an increase in the number of vice-presidents Was 
raised ancl discussed. The Chairman read to the meeting the follow­
ing paragraph from the By-Laws of the organization: 

"In case of the death or absence of the President, or of his 
inability to act from any cause, one of the Vice-Presidents, 
in the order of their seniority, shall perform the duties 
of the office of President." 

In view of the faot that the Vice-Presidents do not represent member 
organizations but are elected as individuals, and in view of the 
fact that they have no duties exoept in case of an emergency, it 
Was decided not to add any more Vice-presidents to those who were 
al]'&Qd.y .re-&l&<:ted. 
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Upon motion duly made and seoonded, gratitude of the Board to 
the President of the organi~ation, Professor Baron, and to the 
Chairman of the Board of Dlreotors, Professor ITiohael, was 
unanimously and warmly expressed. 

3. Problems of Allooation_andDistribution 

It was decided that the allooation of German Jewish iu",t:tt\.lt:!.Ol}F.l 
oollections now in process of distribution should not follow 
schematically the rule under which the 250,000 books of the 
Offenbach Depot had been distributed, namely ,40 percent each 
to Israel and the Vlestern Hemisphere, and the rest to other 
countries, but that the destination of each collection should 
be considered separately after pertinent information has been 
received from Wiesbaden. 

The allooation of the Hermann Cohen oolleotion to the Hebrew 
University was ratified. 

It was decided to honor the repeated applications from switzer­
land for the distribution of books among the SWiss Jewish com­
munities. Dr. Gruenewald proposed that the remnal ts of the 
Fraenkelsche stiftung, Breslau, should be allocated to Switzer­
land, on condition that this oollection be kept intaot, and not 
distributed a):i1ong Jewish communities in SWitzerland, but sinoe 
the Advisory COlllmittee had recommended that these be distributed 
among Switzerland, Sweden and, possibly, Italy, this proposal 
Was referred to the Advisory Committee for re-oonsideration. 

The recommendations of the Advisory Committee on distribution 
of oeremonial objects, as set forth in the minutes of the 
COli1ll1ittee's meeting of September 19, 1949, were reported to the 
Board of Directors, and adopted. 

Dr. Lewin raised the question of allocation of books to the 
Israeli Yeshivot. He complained that distribution had not yet 
started. Professor Baron stressed the autonomy of the local 
groups. There was~eneral regret, however, that communications 
with New York headquarters were slow and that reports to New 
Yor~ about local distribution from the recipient countries were 
frequently not made. 

Upon motion, duly made and seconded, it was deoided that the 
President and the Secretary of the organization should take all 
steps whioh they deem appropriate to bring about speedy distri­
bution and to insist on reports from the recipient countries. 

Dr. Lewin stressed tho great needs of individual rabbis for 
rabbinic l:lterature which is now being distributed from the 
Broolclyn depot. Professor Baron recommended once more the 
establishment of a ciroulating libl'ary to fill the needs of in­
dividual rabbis. :Ie also stressed the difficulties involvEXi. 
Dr. Lewin agreed to survey the situation and to find out what 
library or .institution would accept this Charge. 
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4. Future Opel' ations in Germany 

The Board authoriz0d a preliminary investigation in Germany 
to fi.nd out whether a systematio search of hidden caches for 
Jewish oultural treasures -- books and art objeots -- would 
yield ade guate results. 

5. 11?2,iv~dual Claims 

Profess J1' B b.ron l'epol'ted that the COl11mi ttoe on Restor ation of 
Conj;~nfJ"r.",l Jewish ?'~1.1sel1ms, Libraries and ,'lrohives, in London, 
had dec idee, that the truateeship of books reoei ved and alloo ated 
to instH,\lt:io!lu sho'llcl not be lhlited to any period. This is 
in cont1'adiotion to the JCR decision to reserve for itself the 
right to aBle for the retul.'n of a boolr from a recipient during 
a period of two years. 

In the discussion it was pointed out that if the civil law of 
any country 01' the gooo. will of a particular reoipient should 
enable a former OWDI'lr to reclaim his property, there would 
oerta:Lllly 'ue no ob jGction. But the Jewish Cult ural ReconstructiOl 
could aSS\l\11fO no oblIgation whatsoever beyond the two-year limit, 
especially since it is not conceived as a permanent organization. 

The Board decided that the member organizations of JCR shOUld 
be informed that they have no right to deviate from the rulings 
of the Board of Directors without having previously brought the 
matter to the Board's attention. 

In this connection, the estd:llishment of a rabbinical court to 
review doubtful claims was discussed and Rabbi Freund of the 
Synagogue Council was asked for eventual implementation. 

6. Public Announcements 

In view of the fact tha t lilembel' orgm izat ions have 111ade public 
announoements in which they claimed credit for operations which 
had been carried out by JCR, and in view of the further fact 
that statements of policy which deviated from the rulings of 
the corporation were published by mecaber organizations as if 
they were rulings of the corporation, upon motion duly made rod 
seconded, it WaS decided that nomolllber organization should 
have the authority to make public statements wi'thout the approv­
al of the Board. 

Professor Baron and Professor Michael were re-elected 
sent ati ves of JCR on the Board of Directors of JRSO. 
also empowel'ed to designate a third representative in 
future. 

as repre­
They were 
the near 
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8. Smelting of Ceremonial Objects 

Regret was expressed that the Board had not been informed of 
this operation in time and that no formal vote had been .solioited. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, upon 
motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 
11:45 P.U. 

Respectfully submitted 

" ~ r/-

;' " .',- .. 
Hannah Arendt 



JEWISH CULTPRAL IUx:mT~RUCTION, INC 
1841 Broadway, r",,~YYork 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ~mETING OF T 
October 17. 1949 

Pursuant to a notioe dated September 28, 1949, copy of which 
precedes the l11inutes, the Annual Meeting of this corporation for 
1949 was held at 8:15 P.M. on T!onday, October 17, 1949, at the 
Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th Street, New York City. 

The following members of the oorporation were represented at the 
meeting by their respeotive representatives: 

Members 

Commission on European Jewish 
CultUral Reoonstruotion 

Agudas Israel World Organization 

Counoil for the Proteotion of 
Rights and Interests of Jews 
from Germany 

Jewish Agenoy for Palestine 

Jlmerloan Jewish Joint· 
Distribution Connittco 

Synagogue Counoil of Amerioa 

World Jewish Congress 

Representatives 

Salo \IIT.Baron 
Jerome Miohael 

Isaao Lewin 

Rudolf C allman 
Max Gruenewald 

Ben Halpern 
(for Chaim Greenberg) 

Eli Rook (for J .Lookstein and 
Jonah B. ~Vise) 

Hirsoh Freund 

Wolf Blattberg 
Simon Federbusoh 

Bernard Heller, former Field Seoretary 

Ex offioio: Hannah Arendt, Exeoutive Seoretary 

Dr.Salo W.Baron, the president of the oorporation, aoted as 
ohairman, and Dr.Hannah Arendt as seoretary, of the meeting. 

As president of the oorporation, Dr.Baron rendered his annual 
report as follows: 

1.Annual Report 

A. Finanoial Statement.-- The finanoial statement oovered the 
perl.Od .from Cetober 1, 1947 ~o June 30, 1949. Total relfeipts 
for th1s period amounted to ;;31,131.25, total disbursement4 
'.1,24,287.32. 
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During the period from October 1, 1947 to December 31, 1948, 
the corporation received ~ilO,OOO and disbursed ~'8,226.57. 
The disbursements for salari€)~ amounted to ;:;6~300, traveling 
expenses to Europe and in ::surope itself were 'i:'l.764, and 
office expenses amounted to ,1162<570 

( 

During the first six months of the cuX'rent year the" organ­
ization received the amount of (;21,131.25 of Which 1P4,721.89 
were spent on salaries for the New York and Europ'3an staff; 
);,4,308;.43 on trave1.ing expenses to and in Europ'Cl; and 
1il6,64Eie,01 'on freigh-!; and storage for 810 cases of books which 
arriiT8d in New Yill'k. (The expenses tor shipment of books to 
America hav:\.ng b(len mnoh higher than anticipe.te:ie the corpor­
ation sU0oeed(ld in getting these costs reduced by more than 
~)3,000. The rei!llbur,~E>ment will appear in the financial report 
for the pel'iQd July 1; j949 to June 30. 1950.) .,New York 
office expenses and misoellaneous amounted to 1,,385.42. 

B. Shipm(luts .-.' Report on shipments covel'ed the first nine months 
of-t'ne-Clll7ront year. 1,608 cases with more than 250.000 book; 
pamph16ts, etco were shipped out of Germany to the follow­
ing countries: 

To Israel 

" " 

" " 

To Great Britain 

To German Jewish 
communities 

To South Africa 

285 caSeS for c:tistribution 

33 cases (Mapu unit of the Baltic collect­
ion) for a two-year trusteeship 
of the Hebrew University, Jerusalem 

45 cases(Baltic collection) for restitu­
tion to identified owners 

104· 

52 

39 

II 

II 

" 
To Vrestern European 

cOll1!l1unities 69 

For distribution in 
Western Europe and 
Israel 35 

To Paris 136 

To new York 525 

" " 270 

" 

II 

" 

" 
II 

via JDe offices in Paris 

with Torah scrolls, via JOG 
offices in Paris 

(Baltio collection) for two 
years' storage in the JDG ware. 
houses 

for distribution in the rrestern 
Hemisphere 

with periodioals, for world­
wide distribution, including 
Israel 



• 

·3· 

To liI'ew York 15 cases for reititution to identifi~~ ~ners , 

In July 
10,400 
these, 

and August 1949, 211 cases with approiimat'ely 
ceremonial objects were shipped out of Germany. Of 

• to 'Israel 87 cases were shipped 
communities 10 Western European 

," via Paris 
• j Great Britain 

3' • South Africa 
li1 liI'ew York 
72 New York, for world.wide 

• dis tr ibution, excluding 
Israel • 

25 cases (with objeots beyond repair), to 
Great Britain, for 

Shel'field, 
smelting • . ' 

• 
In Wiesbaden,· awaiting distribution and being processed at ~ 
this moment, are: (a) approximately 45,000-50,000 volumes 
from German Jewish institutions, to whioh JCR reoeived title 
in September 1949, and (b) 1100 rare books. 

Upon motion, duly made and seoonded, the President's report 
was unanimously aco epted. 

2. Election of Directors 

The following persons were respeotively nominated as direo­
tors of the oorporation by the following members of the 
oorporation and were duly elected as such: 

Dire,otors 

Simon Federbusoh 
Wolt Blattberg 

Rudolf C a11man 
Max Gruenewald 

Solomon Goldsmith 
Isaao Lewin 

!.!aurioe Boukstein 
Chaim Greenberg 

Salo IN.Baron 
Jerome ~,Iichael 

Chaim Raphael (Alternate 

lJ.. . 

Uembers 

World Jewish Congress 

Counoil for the Proteotion of 
Rights and Interests of Jews from 
Germany 

Agudas Israel World Organization 

Jewish Agen~y for Palestine , 

Commission on European Jewish 
Cultural Reoonstruotion 

Anglo-Jewieh Assooiation 
, ' . 

. ~ '. 



Membe~s will be designated American Joint Distribution 
in the near future Committee 

There being no other business to come before the meeting, 
upon motion duly made and seconded, it WaS adjourned • 

Respectfully submitted 

Hannah Arendt 



JEWISH CULTURAL T:,CONSTRUCTICN. INC. 
IB41 Broadway $ New York 23. N.Y. 

November ~7. 1949 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Members of Board of Directors 
From: Hannah Arendt 

T'i :> _.: 
1; ",,1_, 

The KircHeim collection, formerly the property of the French 
Jewish ~ommunity, has been sorted in Wiesb aden and is now 
ready for shipment. Attached is a list of the main sUbjeot 
divisions. 

This is one of the few oolleotions whioh oame into our 
possession intact. 

It seems advisable to kee~ this collection as a unit. The 
Hebrew University ha& requested it, The Advisory Committee 
has voted on this request in the affirmative. 

Please cast your vote on the enclosed card. 



JCR 

KIRCHHEIN COLLECTION 

lIain Subject Divisions 

Hebraica 

Bible (text) 36 volumes 
Biblic al liter ature 64 
Talmud 26 
Talmudic literature 103 
Halakha 231 
Hus ar, Derush 75 
Liturgy 40 
History 25 
Hebrew language 23 
!.1oderh Hebrew literature 40 
Philosophy ani Kabbala 33 
Varia 149 

Total 845 volumes 

Judaic a 

Bible (text) 11 volumes 
Biblic al liter ature 70 
Religion 44 
Post-Biblical literature 55 
History 117 
Hebl'ew 1 ang uage 25 
Bibliography 20 
Varia 88 
Periodicals 35 

TC?tal 465 volumes 

Non-Jewish Books 153 volumes 

Grand total 1,463 

Fovember 4, 1949 



.JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC: 
... ··lan Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

SPEC IAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF D!RECTORS 
December 19, 1949 

Pursuant to a notice dated December 2, 1949, copy of which 
precedes the minutes, a special meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. waS held 
on J,londay, December 19, 1949, at the offic e of Dr. Salo W. 
Baron, Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University, New York. 

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo Vi. Baron, 
President; Dr. Simon Federbusch, Vice-President; Dr. Max 
Gruenewald, Secretary; Dr. Lewin, Mr. Fine, Dr. Goldsmith, 
and Dr. Ben Halpern. 

Prof. Baron acted as chairman. 

The reading of the minutes of the last me13tinc; was dispensed 
with. The minutes were apprdved as circulated. 

Upon the suggestion of the ohairman a motion was made and 
seoonded to insert into the lninutes words of appreciation in 
memory of the late Dr. Joshua Starr (see Appendix). 

The chairman reported that the Alliance Israelite Universelle 

has accepted the Board's invitation and designated Uessrs. 
Marcel Franco and I1arcel Abrahrol1 as members of our Board and 
Messrs. Saadia G. Cherniak and Jules Braunsohvig as alternates. 

The ohairmsu brought to the attention of the Board Dr. Hannah 
Arendt's report Which contains among:t other items her findings 
and suggest;l.ons with regard to cachEls. She also deals with the 
archives recovered in Germany; The Gesamta:t:'chiv will go to 
Jerusalem, while the e;!'chiv13s from other oities according to 
the suggestion of Dr. Arendt's should find their place in the 
],Iemorial Libr ary of th e German Jews. The chairlnan stressed 
the necessity of microfilming manuscripts and valuable histori­
cal material in Germany pl'oper and discussed ways and means of 
f'inancing microfilming on a large scale in Germany. This 
question will be referred to the Advisory Committee. 

The chairman presented his budget proposals for the period 
beginning January 1st and ending on June 30th, 1950. A budget 
calling for a total expenditure of $21,700 was adopted. 

Through a vote by mail it was decided to send to Hebrew Uni-
. versity 1. Some 2500 books selected by Dr. Shunami out of 

the 11,000 Breslau books. Of the remainder of the 
Breslau books approximately one-half will go to 
Switzerland and the other half to South hileric a 
(Argentine) • 
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2. The Kirchheim collection 

3. Non-German periodicals. 

Dr. Gruenewald suggested that a stipulation be made with the 
recipients of collections to keep them separate. Dr. Lewin 
pointed out that this purpose could be achieved by printing 
separate catalogues for those oolleotions. Prof. Baron pointed 
out the diffioulties arising for libraries if they were request­
ed to treat those collections as'units. He is confident that 
the identity of those dollect"ions will be preserved, if the 
recipients will honor the request of the Board to send in item~ 
ized receipts. 

The ohairman prdceeded to discuss the Baltic Collection and 
particulat'ly the method of advertising in the centers of the 
Jewish world the names (16,000) of the owners. It ivas decided 
to disregard the owners of five books and less. The form of 
the advertisement will be worked out by Prof. Baron and r,lembers 
of the st aff. 

The chairman brought to the attention of the Board the requests 
for books made by Brandeis University and by the Department of 
Germanic Languages of City College. In the following discuss­
ion other general institutions were mentioned whose departments 
serve the Jewish reading public and the needs of Jewish scholars 
suoh as the Jewisl:l Division of the New York Publio Library, 
New York University, and Columbia University. The chairman 
expressed the sentiment of the Board that the time has come to 
consider these general institutions, too, and he will inform 
the Advisory COlmllittee accordingly. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 P.T.1. 

Respectfully submitted, 



JEWISH CULTURAL R::;COHSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New Yorlr 23, N. Y. 

Appendix to 1.linutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 
December 19, 1949 

lUNUTr: FOR JOSHU.A, STARR 

The Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, 

Inc. wishes to record its profound grief over the decease of 

Dr. Joshua Starr. As Executive Secretary of our organization 

from its inception unt il August 1949, he carried the main 

burden of its administratj,on, negotiations with the military 

a.:nd civil authorities in Gerr.lany, as well as the shipment and 

distribution of boo1:s and c eremoni al ob j ects; The Jewish 

Cultural Reconstruction also shares with the rest of the 

Je\'!ish community the sense of loss of a distinguished young 

Jewish sohal ar, editor ani comlilunal ,wr1eer. 



FRO!!: J"QW;!,/lh Cultural Reoonstruotion, Ino. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 
Clrole 5- 7826 
Hannah Arendt, Exeoutive Seoretary 

AtnJUA1 r.IEZT ING OF JEVnSII CULTUHAL HI:CONSTHUCTION, INC. 

More the.n 250,000 'J'olumr.8 of Judaina and Hebraioa and 

10,000 oeremonial ohjeots, I'dpI'esent:ing part of the Nazi loot 

from Jewish libraries, synagogues and mU06mns in Europe, have been 

recovered and shipped out of Germany during the past year, it was 

announoec;l by Professor Salo W. Baron of Columbia University, 

Presicllent of Jewish Cultural Heoonstruotion Ino., at its annual 

meeting last night at the Harmonie Club. 

In 1947, JOR (an offspring of a researoh organization 

formed by the Conferenoe on Jewish Relation at the end of the 

war, for the purpose of reoovering Jewish oultural treasures 

looted by Nazis), Was founded end affiliated with the Jewish 

R~stitution Suooessor Organization. In FebrUary 1949, JCR Was 

Offioially reoognized as the trustee for all unidentifiable 

cultural Jewish property plaoed under the oustodianship of the 

Monuments and Fine Arts Seotion of the Military Government and 

stored in the Offenbaoh depot in Germany. 

A great many of the reoovered treasures bear the signs of 

spiteful destruotion. Several hundred burnt or torn Torah scroll~ 

some of th~m more than 200 years old, are now being repaired by 

the Paris offioe of the Joint Distribution Co~nittee and placed 

in newly-built or reoonstructed synagogues in Europe and Israel. 

Many ceremonial objects, inoluding Torah crowns, still bear the 

distil}ot marks Of Nazi vandalism. 
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These treasure, among them I' are centuries old books and 

items which, throu3h the war, have become extremely sc arce, are 

being redistributed among libraries and schools all over the 

world in oooperation with a number of Jewish national rod foreign 

organizations affiliated with JCR an d an advisory oom:.1ittee of 

leading Jewish librarians, art curators and other experts. 

There is hardly a Jewish comnunity in the world whioh will 

not benefit from the redistribution of these treasures. Through 

the JDC offioes in Paris, Jewish com,lunities in Western Europe 

have received a substantial share which will help them in their 

struggle for oultural and spiritual reconstruction. The Hebrew 

University Library and the Bezalel Museum in Jerusalem, as well as 

other Israeli libraries and religious institutions are reoejving 

their allotment through the Jewish Agency in cooperation with the 

Israeli Hinistry for ReJjgious Affairs. Other reoipient oountries 

inolude Great Britain, South Africa, Canada, Latin America, and, 

last but not least, the United states. 

At this moment, additional 50,000 volumes formerly belong­

ing to German Jewish corm',lunit ies now extinct, are being prooessed 

by the JCR staff in Germany, and made ready for shipment and re­

alloo ation. 

Among the of,ficers re-elected for the coming year are 

Prof. Salo W, Hexon of Columbia Univo)'sity, President; Prof. Jerome 

f,Iichael of Colurth5,a Law S.::hool, Chairman ,)f the Board of Directors; 

Rabbi Leo Baeck uf London, Prof. Gel'shom Scholem of JerUsalem, 

and Dr. Simon F"de:t'busoh and Alan M. Stroc()l, of new York, Vic-

Pres idents; Dav.1.d Rosenstein, Treasurer; and Dr. Max GrUeneWald, 

Seoretary. 





JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MINUTTj)'S OF SPECIAL MEETING 01'1' THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
April 12, 1950 

Pursuant to a notice dated March 21, 1950, a copy of whioh 
precedes the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the 
Board of Directors of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc., was 
held at 4:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 12, at the office of Dr. 
Salo W. Baron, Columbia University, New York. 

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron, 
President; Prof. Jerome I\liohael, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors; Dr. Max Gruenewald, Secretary; and Dr. Wolf Blatt­
berg, M. Jules Braunschvig, Dr. Solomon Goldsmith, Mr. Ben 
Halpern, Dr. Ber'nard Heller, and Dr. Isaac Lewin. 

Ex offioio: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Seoretary. 

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chairman, and Dr. Hannah Arendt 
as secretary of the meeting. 

I. Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting 
of Deoember 19, 1949 were corrected as follows and, as corrected, 
Were approved: 

1. Page 1, last paragraph -

"1. Some 5,000 books selected by Dr. Shunami out of 
11,000 Breslau books. The remainder will go to 
Switzerland" (instead of "Some 2500 books selected 
by Dr. Shunami out of the 11,000 Breslau books. 
Of the remainder of the Breslaubooks approximately 
one-half will go to SwitzElrland and the other half 
to South America - Argentine"). 

2. fage 2, second paragraph, first sentence -

"The chairman proceElded to discuss the individually 
owned books" (instead of "The chairman proceeded to 
discuss the Baltic Collection"). 

II. Report on Germany 

A final rElport submitted by the Executive Seoretary on her 
special mission to Germany to investigate unreported Jewish 
oultural property had been circulated among the members of the 
Board of Directors prior to the meeting and was approved as 
circulated. 
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Prof. Michael pointed out that the time for filing claims to 
confiscated property expired on December 31, 1948 in the Ameri­
can zone and would expire on June 30, 1950 in the British zone 
and in Berlin. It was therefore suggested (a) that olaims to 
Jewish cultural property be filed immediately in the British 
zone and in Berlin, and (b) that Mr. Ferenc z, General Director 
of JRSO in Germany, who is expected for a brief stay in the 
United States at the end of the month, be invited to discuss 
with Profs. Baron and Michael the possibility of obtaining an 
extension of the period for filing claims in the American zone. 

It was decided that present operations in Wiesbaden, i.e., the 
processing and shipment of the collections of German Jewish 
institutions and of indtvidually owned books, should be t ermtn­
ated not later th an June 30, 1950. 

In view of the steps taken by the Executive Secretary during 
her stay in Germany to recover addittonal Jewish cultural trea­
sures, the Board unanimously expressed its sentiment that 
operations of JCR be continued until the end of the year but 
with a reduced staff and reduced expenses. 

III. Microfilmtng Program 

A memorandum on the microfilming program, drawn up in agreement 
with, and following the suggestions of, the Advisory Committee, 
had been circulated prior to the meeting. Prof. Baron empha­
sised the importance of the program, which could encourage 
Jewish research in all countries of the world. 

Prof. Baron proposed the microfilming of the following types 
of material: 

a. All archives of former German Jewish communities, which may 
eventually be turned over to JCR, before they are sent out 
of Germany. 

b. All Hebrew manuscripts which are legitimately in the possess­
ion of German libraries. 

c. The catalogues and repertories of the Jewish Divisions of 
German archives. The archival material in German state and 
municipal institutions is too immense to be microfilmed. 
Since, as distinguished from manuscripts, printed catalogues 
are not available, and since, moreover, not all important 
doouments are listed in the catalogues, -'an intelligent 
selection of' archival material would require very large 
funds for expert research in Germany. 

In oonclusion, Prof. Baron stressed the fact that through the 
microfilm program scholars would get access to the stacks and 
manuscript divisions of German 11bl'aries, which might be of 
considerable help in the discovery of formerly Jewish owned 
items which may have found their way illegitimately into German 
institutions. 
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The Board approved in principle the microfilming program and 
recognized its importance for the cultural life of the Jewish 
people. It was decided (a) that the project be developed in the 
light of available funds, (b) that JRSO be approached for a Mark 
subsidy, and (c) that the New York office of JCR be authorized 
to endeavor to secure the necessary funds and to propose a de­
tailed plan for the execution of the program. 

111. Confirmation of Recommendations of 
the Advisory committee 

1. Non-Jewish Libraries.-- The list of non-Jewish libraries in 
thelfriTl;:i3il. States to ·be inoluded in the allocation of books, as 
drawn up by the Advisory Committee, was confirmed. Top priori­
ties should go to the Jewish Divisions of the New York Publio 
library and of the Library of Congress. Jill other libraries are 
to be treated on an equal basis. The attention of the Board was 
called to the aid rendered JCR by the Amerioan Ocoupation 
authorities in Germany, i.e., in the final analysis, by the 
American taxpayer. 

The following non-Jewish libraries abroad were approved as re­
cipients: The British Museum and Manohester University in Great 
Britain, the Bibliotheque Nat~_onale in Paris. It was decided 
that the Bibliotheque Nationale be approaohed through the offices 
of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, and the British Museum 
and Manchester University through the Committee on Restoration 
of Continental Jewish -Museums and Archives in London. 

2. Distribution of Ceremonial Objects.-- The recommendations of 
the Advisory Committee to give top priority for museum pieces 
to the Jewish Museum in New York and the Jewish Museum in Cin­
cinnati, and to give second priority to the Yeshiva University 
and the Jewish Welfare Board's Traveling Exhibit, were confirmed. 
It was also confirmed that recent immigrant oongregations from 
Central Europe should have priority for synagogal items. 

3. Morocco.-- The reconwendation of the Advisory Committee to 
ship a maximum of 500 books from the Brooklyn depot to Morocco, 
WaS confirmed. 

Mr. Braunschvig oalled the attention of the Board to the needs 
of a newly established Hebrew sohool in Casablanoa, for a teaoh­
ers I library. The informat ion was sympathetically reoei ved and 
the Executive Secretary was requested to find out if available 
stocks in Brooklyn or in Wiesbaden would permit the allocation 
of an additional 500 Hebraica to the Hebrew school in Casablanca. 

V. ~atin Ame~can Countries 

Dr. Blattberg oomplained that a number of Latin Amerioan coun­
tries which had already been recognized as recipients of books 
had not yet received any communications from the "Offices of JCR. 
It was deoided that Dr. Blattberg and Dr. Arendt should straight~ 
en this matter out together. 
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VI. German Jewish Memorial Library 

Dr. Gruenewald called the attention o~ the Board to the fact that 
the German Jewish Memorial Library, as incorporated into the 
Institute of Jewish Religion, would not be visible as an entity 
if present procedures are continued. He suggested either that 
separate space within the Institute's library be ~ound, or that 
the American Federation o~ Jews from Central Europe be permitted 
to rent space where these books could be kept separately. In 
addition to the material received by the Je'idsh Institute of Re­
ligion, he applied ~or the remaining approximately 2,000 German 
Judaioa which have not yet been distributed ~rom Brooklyn. He 
expressed the desire of the Federation to treat this oollection 
as a nucleus which should be ~urther supplemented. 

Pro~. Baron explained that, according to the rules of allocation 
through JeR, no new library Should be established with distribut­
ed material. JCR is chie~ly interested in the permanence of the 
recipient institutions. JCR had hoped that separate cataloguing, 
separate trays, and possibly distinct labels to be put into the 
books o~ the German Jewish Memorial Library, would be enough to 
indicate its separate existence. H6wever, he assured Dr. Gruene­
waldthat JCR will ratify any reasonable agreement between the 
Jewish Institute of Religion and the German group, that is; any 
agreement which would assure permanence, budget requirements

t 
and 

the physical security of the books (fireproo~ building, etc.) 

It was decided that i~ such an agr.eement is reached between the 
Jewish Institute of Religion and the German group, no new session 
of the Board of Directors should be necessary to rati~y it, but 
it should be submitted to a vote by mail. 

VII. Rabbinic Court 

Reference was made to previous discussion cf the establishment o~ 
a rabbinic court through the good of~ices o~ the 'Synagogue Council 
of America at the Board meeting o~ October 17, 1949 (minutes,p.3). 
Dr. Heller was asked to take the matter up with the Synagogue 
Council and to make specific propositions to the Board. 

The me.eting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

/"~ri~~ 
Hannah Arendt 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

Hannah Arendt 
Exeoutive Seo~etary 

CON17IDENTIAL 

Report of ].~y Mission to Germany 
respectfully submitted to the Board of Directors 

fo~ the meeting on April 12, 1950 

My trip to Germany was based on the assumption that Nazi-confiscat­
ed Jewish cultural property must have found its way into German 
libraries, m'Jseums and arohives and that it could be discovered 
only through active cooperation of the German personnel in charge 
of such institutions. My task therefore was (a) to get as much 
information as possible with respect to the whereabouts of Jewish 
communal cultural property, and (b) to try to enlist the coopera­
tion of German librarians, museum-officials and archivists. 

a) Because of material conditions in Germany (destruction of build­
ings, return of large material from war-time caches, and great 
turn-over of personnel) 1 t is impossible as yet to assess how much 
material will eventually turn up. The unpacking of cases will in· 
many instances be a matter of years. However, it seell1S as though 
more archives and more ceremonial objects were saved than books, 
largely because the German-Jewish book collections were more strict­
ly centralized in Berlin while synagogue silver and archival ma­
terial more f~equently found their way into local institutions. 
Disooveries which I made myself or whioh were made in conneotion 
with my trip have been reported in the field reports and will not 
be repeated here. 

b) Largely because of material conditions but also for other 
teohnioal and psyohologio al reasons, I am now even more convino ed 
than I was before that we depend upon the good will of German 
personnel to a very large extent and that all other methods of 
investigation are impractical. To quote buttwo examples: (1) it 
took our library investigator more tha.YJ four weeks of hard work 
to discover a few archives in Bava~la where Jewish confiscated 
material had been deposited during the Nazi regime. One single 
letter to the general director of Bavarian arohives resulted in 
a reply which gave a probably complote list of such localities 
without omitting a single "discovery" of the investigator. 
(2) I discovered the valuable Frankfurt art-oollection through 
contacting the respeotive museum-direotors and without using any 
detective methods. 

1. Negotiations with German Librarians and l.!useum Offioials 

1. Libraries .-- In order to establish contaot with German libra­
rians, f first visited Prof. Eppelsheimer in Frankfurt and Dr. 
Gustav Hofmann in Munich. The former enjoys the highest reputation 
in Germany today (he never was a Nazi), and the latter is the 
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President of the German Librarians Association which covers the 
three western zones. 

The outcome of these negotiations was an appeal to be published 
in the bulletin of the Librarians I Assoc il'tion, asking all libr a­
rians to searoh for confiscated Jewish material and to continue 
this search throughout the prooess of reorganization of the libra­
ries. Speoial attention will be given to specific Nazi oollections 
(special institutes whioh were or were not oonnected with the uni­
versities or seminars, which had been headed by outspoken members 
of the party, etc.) which in many inst ances were put into cache s 
during the war together with the normal library material. 

This appeal, for which I submitted a draft, asks only for centra­
lization of information through Jewish Cultural Reoonstruction; 
that is, every new discovered item should be reported to o.ur 
offioe in Wiesbaden. The reason why restitution is not mentioned 
is that the restitution law is so different in the three western 
zones that we shall be oonfronted with a different situation in 
each of them. 1,Ioreover, central5, zation of information is a first 
and the most important step. 

2. Museums.-- I tried to achieve two different purposes: (a) to 
find out what had happened to outstanding Jewish art oollections, 
and (b) to find out Which part of the synagogue silver has sur­
vived. The results of these efforts have been reported in the 
field reports. We now know the whereabouts of the Frankfurt, Hainz, 
part of the Berlin, and the Buohau colleotions; synagogue silver, 
as a rule, Was ooncentrated in Berlin, but important parts have 
survived, especially in Hamburg, Altona, and the British section 
of Berlin. 

I saw a great many museum directors and offioials of the Gerlnan 
l,\onuments and Fine Arts Seotions. Ul1fortunately, no over-all 
organization like the Assoo iation of German Librarians, exist s. In 
a number of oases, synagogue silver has gone to the looal museums 
after the pogroms of 1938. This material oan be looated best 
through the Monuments and Fine Arts Sections, which are in oharge 
of supervising local museums. 

In Bavaria, the head of the ),Ionuments and F:ine Arts Seotion has 
issued a oiroular letter to all the local museums in Bavaria ask­
ing them to report what they have and to watoh the unpaoking of 
cases. The same is true for Baden. In a number of other instanoes 
we have been contacting these authorities ourselves, usually with 
referenoe to somebody who is eIther well known to them or has sona 
authority over them. 

As far as the Ocoupation authori1aes are oonoerned, the whdle re­
stitution process of art dbjeots \NUl come to an end in the very 
near future. A new, purely German body, is now in formation which 
will oontinue to search and to restitute art objects found in mu­
seums. I visited most of the professors, museum directors etc. 
who will eventually sit on this body, and established a preiiminary 
contact with them. Its president will probably be StaatssekretHr 
Dr. Sattler of Munich, with whom we are in contact. 
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3. A~chives.-- A~chives a~e a special p~oblem, because they do not 
always fall unde~ the authority of the Kultusministerium, but in 
most instances under the autho~ity of the Minist~y of the Interior. 
JRSO has claimed the BaVa~ian mate~ial, but we a~e not yet ce~tain 
if we shall be able to ship a~chives out of the count~y. Fo~ this 
and other ~easonsi we decided to wait and see how ~estitution in 
these instances wili be handled, to claim in the future only 
arohives prior to 1870, and to restrict ou~ activities to cor­
respondence in which we as1t for information. Such letters have 
been w~itten to other Laende~ in the American zone, but it is 
generally agreed that the main bulk of su~viving a~chives is lo­
cated in Bavaria. 

II. Negotiations with Ge~man Government Officials 

Dr. Hofmann, President of the German Librarie.ns! Association and 
Gene~al Director of the Bavarian State Library, pointed out to me 
at once that for operations on this scale the active support of 
the Kultusministerien would be needed. Western Germany is now 
divided into eleven Laender, and since the Bonn goverrunent does 
not have a Kul tusministerium of its own, Dr. Hofmann! s recommenda­
tion meant that we should contact eleven Laender lUnisterien. 
Fortunately, the Kul tusministerien are incorporated :into a central 
body called "the Permanent Confe~ence of the Kultusministerien," 
which meets every two or three months. The President of this 
corporation is Dr. Hundhammer the Kultusminister of Bava~ia. 

After oral negotiations with several people in the Bava~ian Kultus­
ministe~ium, and especially Staatssekretllr D~. Sattler, I submitted 
a memo to Humdhammer in his cpacity as P~esident of the Permanent 
Laender Conference, in which I proposed the following steps: 

"1. To publish an appeal to all state and municipal lib~aries, 
university institutes, archives, and museums, to malte a most 
careful examination of thei~ stocks and cons tantly to keep 
this problem in mind while Impacking the material that comes 
back from the wartime relocation points. 

"2. To issue a decree of the Permanent Laende~ Conference of 
Kultusministerien, which would provide a legal basis for this 
voluntary action and instruct all librarians and archive and 
museum officials of the three western zones to submit period­
ic reports; a negative report in negative cases should be 
specifically required. 

"3. All information from the threo western zones shOUld be 
centralized by the Ge~i:lan offices of Jewish Cultural Recon­
struction in Wiesbaden.!I 

I stressed moreover that 

"The scattered bits of information which we have hi the ~to 
been able to gather indicate that there is justified ho);'8 to 
recover at least part of the cultural treasures of the German 
Jews and to make them accessible again to the Jewish educated 
and scholarly Vlorld. Particularly now th at relocated stocks 
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are flooding back into the German libraries and museums and 
that the libraries of former Party organizations and institu­
tions are being incorpo~ated by the Ge~4an libraries, a 
systematic investigation of the German museums, archives, 
and libraries ought to become feasible. II 

I submitted copies of this memorandum to a number of other Kultus­
ministerien, but not to all ,of them, and I paid personal visits 
to the Kultusminister of Hessen, Dr. Stein, and the chief of the 
Staatskanzlei in Freiburg, Baden, Clemens von Brentano. 

'During a second visit which I paid Dr. Sattler, he assured me of 
his sympe,ties for these dema.'1ds which he thought to be very reason­
able and practical. As a preliminary step he wanted to form a 
permanent library comnission which then should have the power to 
issue a decree. Dr. Stein, whom I saw at some later date, was 
already inf'ormed of the formatioY) of such a permanent library 
conmission. 

III. French and British Zones 
----.--"'---"" 

With the exception of Freiburg, I avoided offioial German go1tern~ 
ment contact in the French and British zones, because the question 
of restitution in these zones where no successor organizations 
exist is of a very dubious nature. This i.s also the reason why 

,I aslced in my memo addressed to the three zones only for centraliza­
tion of information. I had been warned by, the Jewish organizations 
in Germany, especially by those acquainted with conditions in the 
British and French zones, that even the discussion of restitution 
could be dangerous. The British and French authorities are ge­
nerally opposed to handing over cult ural items from Ger:nany to 
international bodies which ship them out of the countries, and the 
German officials are only too well aware of this opposition. 

Jewish cultural treasures are scattered all over Ger~nany even though 
the bulk of them was found in the American zone. rle should be 
aware, however, that through the confiscation and centralization 
policy of the Nazis and through war time conditions, hardly any­
thing is being found in its former locality, i.e" books from 
Hanover may turn up in liunich, and vice versa, etc. It would be 
of great importance for our operation to enjoy equal status in all 
three zones. 
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In order to prepare the ground for future operations in the 
British and Frenoh zones, I got in oontact with the British 
Central Fund in London and, after prel1.minary disoussions 
with the Fund and with our British member organizations, 
presented to them a draft agreement which would assure that 
JCR becomes the cultural agent of the future British sucoessor 
organization. Since the Central British Fund's memorandum 
for the formation of a suooessor organization in the British 
ZOn€ has been drawn up along the lines of the by-laws of 
JRSO, I drafted a tentative agreement along the lines of our 
agreement wfth JRSO. 

I also got in oontact with Jerome Jaoobson, of the JDC Paris, 
who will be instrumental in setting up a sucoessor organiza­
tion in the French zone, if that ever COi:l1es to pass, and 
informally proposed to him a similar agreement. 

IV. Russian Zone 

It is impossible to get anything out of the Russian zone, 
it is difficult and dan gerous to obtain prec i se informati on; 
but it is virtually certain that important parts of German­
Jewish oommunal property are still in existence. I tried to 
obtain as muoh information as I could and reported it in the 
field rep'ort s. Moreover, whil e I was in Hannover I contacted 
the headquarters of the Socialist party and asked them 
to pass information on to us and even to try to answer 
specific questions. We are now in ourrent oontaot with them 
and every bit of information whioh we oan get through them 
or other ohannels w;i.ll be val uable even though it has hardly 
any praotical oonsequenoes at this moment. 
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V. German Jewish Communi,ties 

Conditions in Germany are uncertain, chaotic and full of surprises; 
the same, unfortunately, holds true for conditions in the German 
Jewish conmunities. Throughout my stay in Germany, I have been 
trying to find a central body that enj oys enough author i ty to be 
able to enter into generally binding agreements. \~en this failed, 
I tried to come at least to agreements with the Landesverblinde 
in order to avoid to have to negotiate with every single community. 
For this pu~pose I attended two meetings, - one of the Bavarian 
Landesverband in Munich, and the second of the Interessenver­
tretung in Stuttgart. 

Unfortunately, I must admit that only negotiations carried out on 
a local level with the community leaders in a given city seem to 
have any chance to achieve results at th e present moment. Pro­
mises made by larger bodies are not taken seriously, no matter 
how solemnly they are being pronounced. 

These negotiations are important for three reasons: (a) German 
Jewish communities hold considerable material of Jewish cultural 
treasures, which in most instances are not. used but allowed to 
deteriorate and which, moreover, in a majority of cases never be­
longed to that com:llunity, but weI'e found by accident after the 
War in the neighborhood of the respective towns or cities. 
(b) To this must be added the fact that the communJties in many 
instances consist of a half-dozen people who do not oare and a 
membership who cares even less. Communal property; therefore, 
has a deplorable tendency to be transformed into priVate property. 
(c) Even in the knerican zone, where theortetically JRSO is re­
cognized as successor to community property, the German Jewish 
communities are de facto in a position to interfere with every 
single claim which we submit. In the FI'enoh zone 
they have even the OcOupation iaw on their side. But law or no 
law, what actualiy happens time and again is that the municipal 
authorities, whenever they find any Jewish property, no matter 
what its nature or its former owner, go directly to the Jewish 
community leaders whom they know personally and turn the material 
over to them. Once this has happened, there is no way left but 
the very uncertain way of negotiations which in a number of cases 
have led to the desired results. 

VI. Futu~e 0Eerations in Germany 

Present operations in our Wiesbaden depot, concerning the distri­
bution of the remainders of the German-Jewish institutional col­
lections and the processing of the individually-owned books which 
have not yet been turned over to JCR, should be terminated on 
July 1st. The extent of future operations in Germany will de­

pend to a large extent on the outcome of current negotiations for 
the establishment of successor organizations in the British and 
French zones where we know even now of the existence of impol'tan t 
cul tural material and where a thorough search for material has 
not yet started. 
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But even if we consider our future activities only within the 
framework of present c ond i tions, it seems obvious th at the 
results of my negotiations and the attempt at centralizing all 
information through our German offices can bring fruits only 
if we decide to keep a skeleton apparatus until the end of this 
current year. Moreover, in the American zone important material 
has been claimed by JRSO during my stay in Germany, especially 
in Bavaria, Frankfurt and the American sector of Berlin, and 
a number of German-Jewish cOllli;lunities are beginning to hand 
their more valuable material over to us. For the orderly re­
ception of this material alone it will be necessary to keep 
JCR offices alive for the next nine months. 



JEWISH CULTURAL R:~CONSTRUCTIOJIT, INC. 
1841 Broadway, JlTew York 23, N.Y. 

Memorandum on Microfilming in Germ.any 
submitted to the Board of Directors II Meeting 

April 12, 1950 

Propositions made in the following tentative outline were dis­
cussed with representatives of the major institutes of Higher 
Learning in this country as well as in Israel. There is general 
agreement as to the importance of this program. 

'The following four types of material are being considered: 

1. The Hebr8w llul.l1uscripts which 
of undoubted German ownership. 
to our Tentative List, indicates 
manuscripts existed; according 
to assume that a large majority 
vived the war. 

are now in Ger,nan librarie s and 
A rough estimate, made according 
that a pre-war total of 2,000 
to our information, it is safe 
of these manuscripts have sur-

2. Early prints, rare books and periodicals to be found in the 
Jewish and Oriental Divisions of German libraries. No over-all 
estimate is possible, nor do we know at this moment how great a 
percentage of these collections has survived the war. 

3. Archival material in the German archives. No over-all estimate 
is possible. Catalogues exist but are not entirely reliable. 
There is certainly more important archival material than is in­
dicated in the catalogues and repertories of German archives. 

4. fI_rchival material of former German-Jewish com.munities which is 
now being claimed by JRSO or handed over to us by present Jewish 
communities. It has been suggested tbat this material be sorted 
in Wiesbaden prior to distribution and that tbe more important 
documents be microfilmed. 

Propositions: (a) It is sugGested that we start with microfilm­
ing the Hebrew manuscripts in German possession and tbe reperto­
ries of the respective divisions in Ger,dan archives. This seems 
financially tbe most feasible, because (1) we ,could draw up an 
approximate, budget, and (2) we would not need experts. This, 
moreover, would not preclude a larger operation at some later 
time insofar as a selection of archival material could be made 
from the microfilmed catalogue-sections. 

(b) A selection of manuscripts could be made by our Advisory 
Committee since printed catalogues exist for almost all collect­
ions. However, it seems advisable to microfilm all Hebrew manu­
scripts, as at least;) msti tutions in tbi s country are interested 
in, and willing to pay for, complete sets. 

c. The actual microfilming could be carried through by a German 
society, which charges between 12 and 15 Pfennig per page and 
about half of this price for copies. We would need a Marks loan 
from JRSO of at least 75,000 )'.Iarks if we decide to microfilm 
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200,000 pages in four copies. 

d. In addition to the 75,000 Marks grant from JRSO, we may need 
$10,000 for administrative expenses. Since 75,000 Marks at the 
present rate of exohange represent ;,,>15,000 ,the minimum budget 
for the program is about $25,000. 

Finanoes: The following possibilities may be explored: 

1. "Sale" of microfilms throughout the world. The great diffi­
culty (but not an unsurmountable one) is that before we start 
microfilming we must have made up our minds of how many copie:') 
we want of each item. " Sale" will be simple if we can "sell fI 
complete sets. Copies of microfilms are cheap only if they are 
made in one operation. The possibilities of "selling" whole 
sets throug'L1out the world appear to be rather limited. This, 
however, should be investigated. We may deoide to turn over 
distribution to an Amerioan firm with considerable experience 
in this field called University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Onoe we have explored the possibilities of "selling" these micro­
films, we may be in a position to ask the JRSO for a loan only. 
It should be borne in mind that a part of the administrative 
expenses will be neoessary for the continuance of JCR up to the 
end of the year anyhow, so that the Marks loan remains' the main 
item whioh we may be in a position to repay in dollars or other 
currenoy needed by JDC and JA. 

2, The following foundations may be willing to grant us our dollar 
budget if we. obtain the neoessary Marks funds from JRSO: 

Rookefeller Foundation, Guggenheim Foundation, otto Strauss 
Foundation, Hofheimer Foundation. 

3. The following organizations may be willing to contribute 
substantially: The Union of Amerioan Hebrew Congregations, the 
Union of Orthodox Syngagues, B'nai B'rith, ':['he Amerioan Jewish 
Committee. . 

4. I was told by practically everybody with whom I discussed the 
matter that it should be possible to approach private individu­
als and ask them for oontribution. I do not think, however, 
that we are in a position to solie it funds. 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 BroadwaY, New York 23, N.Y. 

Meeting of Board of Directors 
April 12, 1950 

AGENDA 

1. Correotion of minutes of meeting of Deoember 19, 1949 -
See attached memo 

2. Dr. Hannah Arendt's report on Germany -
See attached report 

3. Microfilming progralh 
See attached memo 

-
4. Confirm~tion of recommendations of the Advisory Comnittee 

a. Distribution of books to non-Jewish libraries 
b. Distribution of ceremonial objects 
c. Allocation of a maximum of 500 books to Morocco 

5. German Jewish l,lemorie.l Library 

6. Rabbinioal CouJ:'t 



JEVHSlI CULTURAL RBCONSTRUCTIOU, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

To: Members of Board of Direotors 
From: Hannah Arendt 

.1. n 

Corl'eoE..!on of Minutes of MeeE..!!]L.2LDeoember 19, 1949 

Page 1, last paragraph, should read: 

"1. Some 5,000 books seleoted by Dr. Shunami out of 
11,000 Breslau books. The remainder will go to 
Switzerland" (inste.ad of "Some 2500 books seleoted 
by Dr. Shun ami out of the 11,000 Breslau books. 
Of the remainder of the Breslau boolts approximate­
ly one-half will go to Switzerland and the other 
half to South Amerioa - Argentine"). ~ 

Page 2, seoond paragraph, first sentenoe, should read: 

"The chairman proceeded to disouss the individually 
owned books" (instead of "The chairman prooeeded to 
disouss the Baltio Colleotion"). 



JIDVISH CUDrURAL'RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
June y, 1950 

Pursuant to notice dated May 18, 1950, a copy of which precedes the 
minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board of Directors 
of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held at 4:30 P.M., on 
MOnday, June 5, at the office of Dr. Salo W. Baron, Columbia University, 
New York City. 

The following persons were present: Prof. Salo W. Baron, President; 
Prof. Jerome Michael, Chairman of the Board of Directors; Dr. Max 
Gruenewald, . Secretary; Dr. Wolf 'Blattbergj Dr. Simon Federbush; Dr •. 
Ben Halpern; Dr. Bernard Heller; Dr. Samuel Jaffe; Dr. Hannah Arendt, 
Executive Secretary. Also attending were: Mra. Henrietta Buchman 
of JDC and Mr. Eli Rock ot JRSO. 

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chairman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as sec­
retary of the meeting. 

I. Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of 
April 12, 1950, were approved as circulated. 

II. Budget 

Prof. Baron presented and analyzed a proposed budget for July-December, 
1950. He explained that due to various circumstances, JCR will find 
it difficult to Obtain the necessary funds from JDC and the Jewish 
Agency. He pointed to the fact that the budget had been cut down to 
the bare necessities. He also explained that the relationship between 
JCR and JRSO is that of p3.rtners in a jOint undertaking and that the 
request for necessary funds should not be regarded as an appeal to an 
outside organization. He stated that it was estimated that on July 
1, 1950, JCR'would have a cash balance of $4,000 and would have an 
income of $6,000 for handling charges of bo.oks and ceremonial objects 
during the second half of the year. Against this estimated income of 
$10,000 are estimated expenses of $20,160, which fall into the follow­
ing categories: 

1, Expenses fOr cont1i'lUed activities in Germany, in­
cluding freight and insurance on shipments from' 
Germany to the United States $e.~oo 

2. Expenses for headquarters in New York ?,760 

3. Expenses connected with distribution of books and 
ceremonial objects in the United states 6,300 

Prof. Baron pointed out that the budget for the New York office and 
distribution in the United States is unalterable; that, moreover, the 
budget for the New York office shows only three items: the salaries 
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for an executive secretary and stenographer and office eXJ;e nses of 
~~600 for six months--a minimum which is possible only because of the 
hospitality of the Conference on Jewish Helatj.ons. The only alterable 
part of the budget is the $8,100 for continued operation in Germany. 
It would not be wise, however, to cut this part of the budget and to 
stc-p operat ions in Germany now for the following rElIlsc'n~ll (a) PaJ:'t 
of the job wOllld have to be done by JRSO jn Germany; (b) the lllP.terial 
wi 11 ll-:l.vB to bo sorted in New Y.~rk on sa1a:dCl,~ paid in dc-1lars, ac­
co:ro.in,CJ; to American standards; (c) this materj.al will have to be 
shipped again from New York to Israel and other parts of the world, 

. Upon motic,n duly made and seconded, the budget was unanimously ac­
cepted, 

Ill. MIr:rofilm Project -,--._-
Because of the above llIClntioned budgetary difficulties, a supplementary 
budget for microfilming purposes had been drawn up and presented to 
the Board of Dire(;tors. This budget was drawn up after careful invest­
igation crt various possibilities and after prolonged research and 
discussion 'J1I"l. th members of the Advisory Committee as to the probable 
number of manuscript .Iages in German institutions worthy of being 
microfilmed. 

The· budget called for 30,000 DM for making microfilm negatives of 
200,000 manuscript pages plus 15%1 amounting to 4,500 DM. for adminis­
trative and office eXJ;enses, and ~71900 to cover the estimated cost 
of 10 positives at $440 each, i.e. ~4,400, and $2,500 for salary, 
LeA travel and other related expenses fOr one person in charge in 
Germany. Against these expenses there is an estimatea income of 
$5,000. Discussion with various libraries have revealed a strong 
interest in the project and willingness to pay for one set of mic~o­
films of Hebrew manuscripts in Germany. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the microfilm budget was unani­
mously adopted. 

In view of the fact that JDC and Jewish Agency had preViously refused 
to grant JCR the necessary funds for microfilming, the question was 
raised where the money would come from. Prof. Baron proposed to 
approach several foundations for a grant t~ JCR for the microfilmihg 
program. He explained that up to now JCR had pot explored such possi­
bilities because it had hoped to get sufficient funds to do microfilm­
ing as part of its regular activities. 

The sum of ~25,OOO was mentioned for microfilming of Hebrew manuscripts 
not only in Germany, but in Austria, Italy and possibly France as well. 
The ~25, 000 would constitute a revolving fund which would be reple­
nished through the sale of complete sets to subscribing libraries. 

Dr. Federbush reported that the government of Israel planned to micro­
film manuscripts and rare books in all libraries throughout the world. 
Dr. Arendt said that she had heard about this project and that she 
1ad been in touch with P~of. Scholem about it. She said that the com­
llittee which the Israeli government intends to form had not yet had 
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its first meeting. Dr. Federbush expressed the opinion that the pro­
jected JCR. microfilm project, if carried out, would be a most impor­
tant achievement. He wa.,$ in favor of going ahead and possibly reliev­
ing the Israeli government of parD of the job. 

Dr. Jaffe asked what our alternative would be should the ,foundations 
roject requests for funds. He advised avoiding flat refusals through 
ax: ·',.,forma1 approach, if possible through personal connect ions. 

Dprn motion duly made and seconded, the president w;as authorized to 
J,r~~ly to fou!,\Q,(l,tions for a grant of :~25,000 for the microfilming pro­
g~;,:f!.. 

IV. The Futtwe of Our Activities in Germany 

The president reported that the original program of handling and dis­
l;l"ibuting some 350,000 books and 10,000 ceremonial objeots" turned 
()"IU to JCR. by 'che military authorities in the American sone, will be 
()orrpleted by August 1, 1950, at the latest, if JCR. getfi title to the 
ir,dividually owned books in time. He explained that/delay in complet­
ing the program was due to the following reasons: (a) some of the 
1)ocks and objec';s which it had originally been planned to be distrib­
uted from New York were being distributed from Wiesbaden in' order to 
Silve freight expenses; (b) the ,individually owned books--45,OOO--have 
not yet been turned over to JCR.. 

Future activities are planned as follows: 

1. Reception, processing and shipment of newly discovered and 
claimed material in the American zone. 

2. CentraliZation of information from the three 1Jlestern zones in 
Germany. 

3. Follow-up of negotiations with German library, museum and 
archive officials as well as German government officials. 

4. Microfilming. 

V. B'nai Brith Property 

The Executive secretary reported as follows: Among the cultural pro­
perty t,urned over to JCR. are 17 cases of unprocessed material from the 
B'nai Brith lodges in Germany. JR.SO is claiming it as heirless proper­
ty, since none of the German Jewish :::'cdges are in existence. Mr. 
Goldman, New York President of the World B'nai Brith, claims it on 
behalf of the World B'nai Brith, as the successor to the property of 
one of its former branches. A certain Mr. Schoyer of London, now with 
the Jewish Relief Unit in Berlin also claims it as the trustee of all 
former lodge property in Germany. 

Dr. Arendt proposed that no action be taken with regard to B'nai Brith 
property until the controversy between JR.SO and B'nai Brith is resolved. 
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She proposed that at that time Jolt oontorm to that agl'eement. Mr. 
Eli Rock proposed that,the 17 oaaea Qf SInai Br1~ property be shipped 
to the Paris warehouse; together with the individually owned books ot 
six and more per owner. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was decided to treat B'nai 
B:~,ith prope!'ty like other property identifiable as to ownership and to 
..;l;ore it to'.;ether with the individually owned books in the JDe ware­
hut!.se in Pa~··Js. 

VI. JCR A~reement and Non-Jewish Libraries 

The Executive Secretary reported on certain difficulties which had 
IU'isen with respect to paragraphs Ifl and #5 of the JOR agreement with 
reCipient libraries. The large general libraries, such as Columbia 
UnJ.versity and New York PUblic Library felt that they could not tie 
themselves down to conditions which would interfere with t~elr entire 
routtne. 

U]:on motion duly made and seconded, the Executive Secretary was author­
::.zed to use te>:> discretion in altering or eliminating the paragraphs 
j,n que stion. 

VII. Allocation of Ceremonial Objects to General Museums in U.S. 

The Executive secretary reported as followst Almost all Jewish mu­
seums in the United States have by now selected their share of cere­
monial objects. Selection for Canada, South Africa and Great Britain 
were made by the Ad~isory Committee. Shipment will be made as soon 
as a distinctive mark has been put on each object and customs formali­
ties arranged. A small number of objeots should now be made available 
to Jewish divisions of general museums in the United States. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Board of Directors empowered 
the Advisory Committee to recognize non-Jewish museums as reCipients 
of a limited number of objects. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

~J.~JJ 
Hannah Ari:tt 1 . 



JEVi!SH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
~~~"~"I84l Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING" OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
October 9. 1950 

Pursuant to a notice dated September" 20, 1950, a copy of Which 
precedes the minutes of this meeting, a special jOint meeting 
of the Board of Directors and the Advisory Committee of Jewish" 
Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. was held at 8:00 P.M., on Monday, 
October 9, at the office of Dr. Salo W. Baron, Columbia Univer­
sity, New York City. 

The following members of the Board of Directors were" present: 
Prof. Salo \1. Baron, PreSident; Prof. Jerome Michael, Chairman 
of the Board of-Directors

i
' Dr. v"lolf Blattberg, Mr. Saadia G. 

Cherniak, Dr. BArnard Hel er, Dr. Yitzchak Lewin. The follow­
ing members of" the Advisory Committee" attended: Prof. Alexander 
Marx, Chairman," Rabbi Israel Gerstein, Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, Dr. 
A. M. Margallth, Dr. Michael L. Munk, Dr. Rachel Wischnitzer. 
Also present were: Dr. Aaron Steinberg of the World Jewish 
Congress in London, Rabbi Hirsch E. L. Freund of the Synagogue 
Council of America, and the following members of the JCR staff: 
Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary, Mr. Ben-Horin, Mr. Henry 
F. Odell and Rabbi S. Rochman. 

Prof. Jerome Michael acted as chairman of the meeting and Dr. 
Hannah Arendt as secretary. 

I. Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting 
of June 5, 1950, were approved as circulated. 

II. Allocation of Frankfurt Material 

Dr." Arendt reported that" the Frankfurt material consists of 
100,000 to 150,000 items, mostly non-Jewish books--unclaimed pri­
vate property--which were turned over to the Hessen government 
by the American authorities for distribution to German libraries. 
According to an agreement reaChed by Dr. Arendt with Prof. Eppels-' 
heimer, custodian, and Dr. S~ein, Minister of Education for Hessen, 
50% of these books are to be turned over to JCR, because a large 
part of this material probably came from private German-Jewish 
libraries. Prof. Scholem, who was in Germany recently, found the 
whole collection more valuable and interesting than was antici­
pated," 5% to 10% of the total are Judaica and will be delivered 
to JORj the remaining 90% to 95% will be divided between JCR and 
the German libraries, under the supervision of Prof. Eopelsheimer. 
The work will be done" in a bunker in Frankfurt under the direc­
tion of Dr. Lowenthal, and will have to be financed by a mark 
budget from .TBJO. As to allocation, Dr. Arendt reported that 
Prof. Scholem" claimed all Judaica for the" Hebrew Uni versi ty and 
the entire collection of non-Jewish books with the exception of 
periodicals, for Israel. ' 
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Prof. Baron pOinted out that the sorting of this material will 
have to be done very roughly since the American authorities will 
not provide either space or workers for this job. 

Upon motion made by Prof. Baron and duly seconded, it was una­
l1j.mously deCided that all JUdaica be transferred to HUL; that 
th'3 non-Judaica, other than periodicals, be divided between Is-
1,,(81 and the United States--2/:3 to Israel and 1/:3 to the United 
S~;~_;;eH--and that the periodicals be sent to New York for 'l'Prld 
distribution, including Israel. 

III. Rel20rt by Mr. Meir Ben-Horin on His Mission to Europe 

Mr, Ueir Ben-Horin, recently returned from Europe where he was 
sent by JCR. reported as follows: 

1. 9verall Impressions 

a. The Ge~ officials were in general most cooperative, 
and t..11.is despite the present trend in Germany to be less concerned 
with Jewish matt~rs than they have been since 1945. 

b. JCR did its work in Europe at a most auspicious time; 
postponement of operations would have led to less effective 
results. 

c. _ Barring unexpected discoveries, the main job in Germany 
is nearing completion. The amount of material which has thus 
far been found in the British and French zones is not very con­
siderable. 

2. The Work in Wie sbaden 

At the present time 45-,000 individually owned and identifiable 
books are being sorted, listed and prepared for shipment. The 
work has taken longer than was anticipated because the early 
listings of na mes and ex libris found in the books were in­
correct. 

:3. Ministerial Decree 

During her trip to Europe, at the beginning of this year, Dr. 
Arendt submitted a memorandum to Kultusminister Hundhammer in 
Bavaria, in which she proposed that continued search for Jewish 
cultural treasures in German institutions should be legalized 
through a ministerial decree and that all treasures found be 
reported to JCR. Mr. Ben-Horin followed up this proposal and ' 
found that no action had been taken in Munich. In' his opinion, 
Dr. Auerbach, a very important official in Bavaria, who is also 
in charge of restitution for Bavaria, has blocked the issuance 
of such a decree, just as he has blocked JRSO's claims to cul­
tural treasures discovered by JCR in Bavaria. In Hessen, on the 
other hand, Mr. Ben-Horin had been in touch wi th Dr. Cremer, 
Director of Westdeutsche Bibliothek, who is ready to reconnnend 
to Dr. Stein, the Minister of Education, that the decree be 
issued in order to stimulate similar steps in other merman 
Laender. 



4. Microfilming Project 

Mr. Ben-Horin investigated the possibility of microfilming Heb­
rew manuscripts in Germany. In Frankfurt he found that most of 
the valuable parts of the library's possessions, including two 
cases of Hebrew manuscripts, are still unpacked. The Hebrew 
mAnuscripts of the Preussische Staatsbibliothek of Berlin are 
now in Marburg and Tue'blngen, while the only list of all the 
Il'Lmuscripts is in Berlith The Tuebingen manuscripts are on dark 
shelves as pa rt of the orientalia, and it is very hard to de­
termine which are in Hebrew. In Hamburg and in Munich all manu­
l;:cripts ha ve been saved and are available for microfilming. 
Slnce the Israeli government is looking into the possibility of 
m~icrofilming all Hebrew manuscripts in Europe

t 
JOR has abandoned 

:!.";;" independent microfilming projeot and deciaed to make its 
information available to the Israeli group. 

5. Austria 

~~. Ben-Horin expressed the opinion that efforts should be made 
by world Jewish organizations as well as Austrian Jews to organ­
ize a successor organization for Jewish property in Austria, in­
cluding of course cultural Jewish property. He pointed to Yiddish 
newspaper articles which supported his position. As far as cul­
tural heirless property is concerned, he referred to Dr. Lowen­
thal's Report on Austria. (Report No. 20, June 1950). 

(For complete" details on Mr. Ben-Horin's "Mission to Europe," see 
Report No. 21, Sept. 1950). 

In the name of those present, Prof. Baron expressed his gratitude 
to Mr. Ben-Horin for the fine work he had done in Germany and for 
the good report he presented. Prof. Baron also took this Oppor .. 
tunity to mention Dr. Lowenthal's trip to Austria. He stated: 
"We owe Dr. Lowenthal a real debt of gratitude fOr his discoveries 
in Austria. Not since the days of the late Dr. Starr has any­
thing as important reached us on Austria. He has found tbdngs 
which w«;Jre not even known to the Austrian Jews." 

A discussion of the Report followed during which Dr. Steinberg 
raised questions regarding material in the Russian zone, archival 
material and Jewish cultural property in Trieste. Dr. Arendt 
explained that there is a considerable amount of important ma. 
terial in the Eastern zone of Germany. The whole Hamburg com­
munity library of 30,000.40,000 volumes is in Dresden. In 
Thueringen there was another big cache from the Rosenberg collec­
tion and about 50,000 volumes seem to have been included in the 
Halle University Library. There were important caches in Silesia, 
whence important'collections had been taKen to Poland. Out'of 
approximately 50,000 books of the Bre~lau Seminary, only 12,000 
turned up :i.n Offenbach. JOR has tried to get as much information 
as possible regarding this material. As to Trieste, Dr. Steinberg 
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felt that the Israeli authorities, who have consular staffs there, 
should negotiate with the Trieste authorities to recover what­
ever ~terial might be there. He stated that he would ask the 
London committee to look into this matter. 

IV. Jewish Trust Corporation 

Mr. Ben-Horin reported that the Jewish-Trust Corporation (JTC) 
in the British zone was formed in July, 1950. JTC decided that 
it'would not be expedient to recognize JCR as its cultural agen­
cy, but decided instead to establish a department of its own for 
the recovery, handling, processing and distribution of Jewish 
cultural property. JTC is planning similar procedure in the 
French zone. 

Prof. Baron stated that JCR was not particularly eager to work 
in the British zone because the available preliminary information 
shows that there is not enough work to be done for a continuous 
project such as was organized in-Offenbach and Wiesbaden. Fur-' 
thermore, the British government, unlike the American government, 
would not provide space or personnel and the project would be 
very costly. On the other hand, JCR felt that it should offer 
its services to JTC. While in Europe, Dr~ Arendt had submitted 
a memorandum to the British organizations, outlining a plan of 
cooperation with JTC based on JCR's agreement with JRSO. On the 
basis of this memoran~um negotiations with JTO had been conduc­
ted. Prof. Baron felt that there was no serious objection to 
JTC establishing its own department, which will probably be 
headed by Dr. Lowenthal who acquired the necessary experience 
while in the service of JCR and who is a competent administrator. 
He suggested that the Board abandon the idea of working in the 
British and French zones. 

V. Successor to JCR in Germany after Jan. 1, 1950 

Dr. Arendt stated that after the Wiesbaden depot is closed on 
January 1, 1951, there will be a number of pending claims for 
which JCR will need an address. Moreover, JCR has received this 
year 165 ceremonial objects, 58 Torah Scrolls, several hundred 
books, several cases of archives and more will be forthcoming. 
She has therefore communicated with JRSO in Nuremberg and they 
have agreed to receive shipments to-JCR, to forward correspon­
dence and to make shipments for JCR, after January 1, 1951. 

Dr. Baron stated that the situation is in many respects unsatis­
factory. There are still many valuable Jewish bookS, ceremonial 
objects and archives in Germany. He felt., however, that it would 
not pay to maintain offices in Germany in 1951, 1952, etc., even 
if JCR could secure a decree. It seems that most of the libra­
ries in Germany are not in a position to find out what they have 
of Jewish confiscated property. It may'take three, four or five 
years to get this information. He felt, therefore, , that it was 
necessary to close the German offices on January I, 1951 and 
the New York offices during the coming year. He mentioned the 



-5-

possibility of reopening the JCR office in a fe~ years, should 
the situation warrant it and the general conditions be favorable 
for such a step. He further proposed that this problem be gone 
into detail at the December meeting of the Board. 

Upon suggestion that the Wiesbaden depot be continued for another 
six months on a reduced budget, Prof. Baron pointed out: 1) that 
the Wiesbaden depot will be closed by the military authorities 
on December 31; and 2) that JCR was operating on a minimum bud­
get, payine; the salary of only one !mn, vb ich budget could not 
possibly be reduced. 

VI. Allocation of Individually Owned Books 

Dr. Arendt reported that individually owned books of six or mare 
belonging to one owner have been sorted ani set· ".side for ship­
ment to the JDC warehouse in France. There are 16,500 of these 
books, bel ongi nc; to 830 owners. The remaining 25,000 to 30,000 
books of five or less per owner, consisting mostly of German Ju­
daica and non-Jew! sh material, will be ready for shipment as 
soon as JCR gets title. These Viill not be sorted according to 
catec;orie s. It was suggested that sone of these books be shipped 
to Australia and that Canada receive an additional I;l.llocation. 

Upon motion duly made ani seconded, it was voted that the ori­
ginal plan adopted by the Board of Directors for the di stribution 
of books should also be applied to these books, namely 40% should 
go to Israel, 40% to the Western hemisphere, and 20% to other 
countries. 

VII. Lists 

The members of the Board of Directors and th eAdvisory Connni ttee 
exPI' essed their disappointment at the f act that, wi th few excep­
tions, reci pient libraries have not sent to JCR the list of books 
they received, as per agreement. 

VIII. Allocation of Archives 

Dr. Arendt reported that in Wiesbaden new archival material is 
constantly being added to the archives originally received' in 
Offenbach. Since the Wiesbaden depot has to be liquidated, this 
material has to be shipped out. SJ:ie sugGested that in view of 
the fact that these are odd documents, very much wanted by the 
Nati onal Archives in Jerusalem to complete their co llecti on, all 
archival material should be allocated to Jerusalem in order to 
centralize it as much as possible. The si tuation might be dif­
ferent if JCR should receive the Bavarian Jewish connnunity ar­
chives, which are more complete. But this does not seem likely. 

Rabbi Kiev suggested the possibility of s ending the Wiesbaden 
material to the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati. There 
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they have ample photostatic equipment and an expert in Dr. Selma 
Stern-Taeu.bler. He felt that in Cincinnati these archives would 
be e.ve.i lable to scholars much so oner than in Jerusalem, where 
they wi 11 not be accessible for several years. He suggested that 
thiR prDcedure vlOuld not necessarily commit the Board of -Direc­
tors to leave all the archives in Cincinnati permanently. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed that 
the President be authorized to appoint a committee of three with 
power to decide on the allocation of the archival material. 

IXo D~pot w~_th Identifiable Property in Marseille 

Dr, Arendt reported that a n~w situation had developed with re­
gal'd to identifiable property stored by JDC, France. Originally 
aS8urance was gi ven that there would be a sufficient JDC staff 
to make the necessary distribution to private and other claimants. 
TheT-'eafter the JDC moved it s warehouse to Marseille and tnis 
material will be snipped tnere. It is very doubtful if the JDC 
staff wi 11 be large enougl;l to do tnis job for JCR. It may there­
fore be necessary to get a special budget allocation next year 
for tne handling of thi s ma terial by JCR. 

X. Distribution of Ceremonial Objects 

Dr. Arendt gave tne following report: Ceremonial objects have 
been distribu~ed to museums in tne United States, to Africa, 
Argentina, England and Canada. About 400 objects are being neld 
in reserve for otner Latin American countries. 

Distribution of objects. to synagogues and congregations in tne 
United States has only partially been decided upon:·tne immigrant 
congregations from Central Europe have top priority; tne remainder 
will go to all other congregations. Since JCR cannot handle the 
distribution to each individual synagogue, Dr. Arendt suggested 
that the Synagogue-Council of America, which represel!llts the 
organized Orthodox, Reformed and Conservative synagogues, be 
asked to handle the distribution of ceremonial objects for J"CR. 
Prof. Baron concurred in this opinion, pointing out that the 

.SynagoGrue Council of America represents the majority of organized 
congregati on in the United States. 

Dr. Lewin's suggestions that the Orthodox congregations receive 
most of the ceremonial objects and that a n Advisory Committee 
take the responsibi 11 ty for the allocati on of ceremonial ob jects, 
following a procedure similar to the one used in the allocation 
of books, was found unfeasible. Rabbi Freund pointed out the many 
problems the Synagogue Council will be confronted with m d the 
conditions necessary for the execution of this project. 

Upon motion made by Rabbi Gerstein and duly seconded, the follow­
ing resolution was adopted, embodying essentially the suggestions 



made by Rabbi Freund: 

That Jewish Cultural Reconstruction request the Synagogue 
Council of America to undertake the di stribution of cere­
monial objects on behalf of Jewi sh Cuit',J.ral Reconstructi on 
to congregations in the United States, other than the im­
migrant congregations of Central Europe. 

That for this purpose, JCR request the SynaGogue Council 
of America to form a special committee conSisting of repre­
sentatives from each of its constituentmembers--United 
Synagogue of 'America, Union of American Hebrew Congrega­
tions, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations--as well as 
a representative from the Union of Orthodox Rabbis. This 
body 1s empowered to invi te other or ganizati ons to take 
equal part. While this committee wi 11 be ftily responsible 
for the selection of recipient congregations and the allo­
cation of material, the overall polictt accOrding to which 
such selections and allocations will be made has to be 
approved by the Board of Directors of JC~. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted' 

!YQ__ J ,;h~<-.-../c 
Hannah Arendt 



JEWISH CULTfJIW., RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES 011' SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
December 21, 1950 

Pursuant to a n~tice dated November 28, 1950. a copy of which pre­
cedes the minutes of this meeting, a special meeting of the Board 
of Directors was held at 4:30 P.~, on December 211 1950, at Profes­
sor Baron's office, Columbia University. New York city. 

The followin~ members of the Board were present: Prof. Salo W. 
Baron, Dr. Wolf Blattber~t Mrs. Henrietta Buchman, Rabbi Simon 
Federbush, Dr. Max Gruenewald, Dr~ Ben Halpern, Dr. Isaac Lewin, Mr. 
Hi~h Salpeterj ex officio: Dr. Hannah Arendt. Tbe following members 
of the Advisory Committee attended as guests of the Board of Direc­
tors; Rabbi I. Edward K::l.ev t Dr. Michael L. Munk, Dr. Guido Schoen­
berger. Also present were: Mr. Eli Rock, JRSO, Rabbi S. Rochman, 
JCR. 

In the absence of Prof. Jerome Michael, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, Prof. Baron acted as cheirman of the meeting and Dr. 
Hannah Arendt as secretary. 

I. M1!mte~ 

Upon motion duly mace and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of 
October 9, 1950, were approved as circulated, 

~of. Baron stated that several letters had come in response to the 
memorandum which had been sent to the members of the Board and the 
Advisory Committee on November 28th, and that these will be counted 
as votes from the Board members and as sug~stions from the Advisory 
Committee. 

II. ~ing Cla1ms: Ceremo,nial Objects t);:gm ,Frankf'un 

Dr. Arendt reported that the Frankfurt Jewish community, which had 
originally promised not to enter a claim for the ceremonial objects 
of the former Jewish Museum, has gained access to the cases, taken 
some of the items and returned others to the Frankfurt municipality. 
MeanWhile JCR received a number of requests, from Dr. Nelson Glueck 
and Dr. Franz Landsberger of the Jewish Mus~!lID in Cincinnati, from 
the Jewish Museum, New York, and from the Committee on Restoration 
of Continental Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives as well as t.he 
.llnglo-Jewish Association in England. 

Prof. Baron po:inted out that the whole discussion of the allocation 
of these ob,jec!ts may become academic since the Jewish community of 
Frankfurt no longer seems ready to part with these objects unless 
they :f'@ceive pnotog-raphs and statements by Dr. Schoenberger indicat .. 
in~ which belonged to the Gesellschaft. 

Dr. Schoenberger stated that it is difficult to distinguish these 
things from photographs, that as far as he could tell from the pho­
tographs hardtv any belonged to the city~ that those belonging to 
the city were apparently kept back right from the Peginning, thet 
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most of them seemed to have belon~ed either to the community or to 
the Gesellschaft, and that the objects which belonged to the com­
munity can be selected from the objects themselves rather than from 
the photographs since they had specific initials and a number fol­
lowing the initials. Some of them, such as the two famous golden 
cups, undoubtedly belonged to the community. Ma~y others undoubted­
ly were the property of the Gesellschaft. 

Prof. Baron suggested that we write to the FrankfUrt community and 
tell them that, while it is difficult to distinguish Gesellschaft 
from commurli ty property from photographs, to the best of our knowl­
edge practically none of the objects belonged to the municipality. 
He felt that we should not be too legalistic in thi.s matter, and we 
should pive to the community whatever objects they need and use the 
others to distribute to museums allover the world. 

The discussion that followed pertained to the allocation of thes.e 
ob.iects. Some members felt that the Bezallel Muaeum had received 
not, only their just share, but by far the best pieces of the orig­
inally recovered ceremonial objects, that furthermo~e the diaspora 
countries are as much interested in these objects as is Israel, and 
that they should therefore be chiefly distributed among museums out­
side of Palestine. On the other hand, it was pointed out that the 
Frankfurt Jewish community may be more likely to part with them if 
they go to Israel and that smaller museums in Israel, aside from the 
Bezellel Museum, seemed to have received nothing so far. 

It was suggested that the oripinal procedure of 40% to Israel, 40% 
to the Western hemisphere and 20% to other countries be followed, 
with the possibility of London getting most of the 2070. 

It was further suggested that we request Bezallel to send us a re­
port of the objects they received and that when Dr. Maimon comes to 
this country, we have a conferailce with him for the purpose of es­
tablishing €I coromi ttee under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Religion, or the Jewish Agency in cooperetion with the Ministry of 
Reli.gion, for the distribution of some of the ceremonial objects to 
to congregations ano museums in Israel other than Bezallel. 

Dr. Arendt reported that 165 additional ceremonial objects were re­
covered during last year, some of which w.ore allocated to JTC ror Ger­
man Jewish communities in the British zone. ehe sugges~ed tha~ the 
remainder should be allocated to the various communi. ties in Israel. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, this suggesltion WClS adopted. 

III. Decree and Succ§ssor Address 

After hearing Prof. Scholem's written remarks on the usefUlness of a 
decree to be issued by the German Laender governments, ordering that 
all JeWish property which may be discovered in the fUture be report­
ed, the Board of Directors decided that JCR should continue its ef­
forts to obtain such a decree, and thet the reports should be sent 
to the JRSO headquarters in Nuremberg and to its deSignee, should 
JRSO close its headquerters in Germany. 
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IV. Berlil) 

Dr. Arendt reported that JCR has entered a certain number of claims 
wi.th t,he Jewish commurlity of Berlin l enumerated in the Annual Report.) 
Appt;>nc:ix V, under the headin,g HBerl~n.1I JCR has been in contact witn 
th:w c oltlllluni ty and durin,g his ne,got1at.ions, Prof. Scholem was given 
aE kinGS of promises which were never kept. Upon Prof. SCholem's 
Suggostion, we sent approximately 600 books by airfrei,ght. from 
Wi3Sbadel1'l addressed to Galinsky, and we set aside another 1,000, 
pendlr'.;:;>: further nep:otiations. In view o.f the fact that. they never 
ad;:.r~owledved receipt of t,his shipment, the question arose whe'Gher t.o 
ship t,he E1ddj_'~ional 1,000 Hebrait;:a, which are quite scarce. This 
qUe[;tion had to be decided upon immediately since the Wiesbadel1 depot 
was clo,s:i,ng. 

In r,he course of the discussion, it was point.ed out. that the head­
a1Ja;~ters of -the Gemeinde is in the Russian sector and contact is dit'­
ftc11j.t,. It, was sugp-ested that Rabbi Federbush, who had received t.he 
crtp:H .. al request, for books from Dr, Freier, cable Dr. Freier regard-
iA« tl:is matter.' . 

~~. Rock pointed out that JESO has had similar difficulties with t.he 
Berlin Gemein1e. He felt. t,hat the leader-ship was poor and irrespon­
sible and that relationships between JRSO and the Gemeinde have de­
teriorat.eO. 

It was decided to ship the additional 1,000 bookS only as a q~id pro 
quo in return for the material which we request, and if agreeable t.o 
the JDC of Berlin, these 1,OCO books may be shipped to them and they 
would act as the custodian until such time as they would be authoriz­
ed to Ship them to the Berlin community. 

V. Archives -
Prof. Baron Stated that there were three t.ypes of archival material: 
(1) t.he Gesamtarchiv which will probably ,go to Jerusalem; 
(2) t.he Bavarian Jewish Comrpunity Archives now held by Bavarian mu­

nicipal or state archives, which JCR had claimed through JRSO. 
The Bavarian Jewish communi ties interfered, with the result. t.hat 
they were neither turned over to us nor to them. This material, 
however, as well as registers from the Bavarian Jewish communi t.ies 
Illay be recovere.d by JCR dUring the next year; 

(3) a small collection of stray documents which we recovered in 
Wiesbaden and whi.ch should btl aUocated dUrirlg "\;his meeting. 

Claims for t.he material mentioned under (3) as well as under (2) had 
been entered by the HebrewUnive:x'si ty, the American Jewish ArChiVeS

i The Yiddish Scientific Institute, and the American-Jewish Historica 
Societ.y. 

Allocation of the material mentioned umier (3) was submitted to a sub­
commi t.tee. in accordance with a previous decision of the Board. The 
subcommit.tee recommended tbe following: 

--------.--., 
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1. In accordance with the request of the American Jewish Ar­
chives, presented in their letter .of November 7th, 1950, it 
is recommended that the AJnerican Jewish Archives be recog­
nized as the .custodian of the archival material now in the 
German depot of JeR, under the condition that the cost of 
transportation and the responsibility for sorting and proc­
essing of this material be borne by the AJnerican Jewish 
Archives, 

2. This decision shall not preclude the final allocation of 
this as well as other archival material which may still be 
recovered by JCR. Further d;f.sposi tion and final allocation 
shall be dedded upon at some future time. 

The matter was then thrown open for discussion by the members 
of the Board. It was pointed out that due to difficulties of a 
practical nature these archives may not be unpacked and processed in 
Jerusalem for a long time while the AJnerican Jewish Archives are fUl­
lyequipped to handle th1.s material. Furthermore, alt,hollP-h it was 
recognized that the Hebrew University has top priority for all mate­
rial which is not duplicated in its own collection, the American 
Jewish Ar€hives also are. entitled to a. certa.i.D prio.rity as p~t ~f 
the German-Jewish Memorial Library, On t,he other hand, :f).lture gen~ 
erations of scholars are much more Ukely to gather around the 
Hebrew University than the United States. But it was also stated 
that for the last two decades scholarship in the study of German 
Jewish history has been a maJor concern of Hebrew Union College and 
the Jewisb Institute of Religion, and that at least 6 eminent 
scholars in this field are working in Cincinnati and New York at 
the present time. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded the following resolution was 
passed: 

That all archival material should be shipped to the Hebrew Uni­
versity in Jerusalem; 

That the .Hebrew University be formally requested to classify 
and catalogue this material as quickly as possible and to pro~ 
vide microfilm copies of the more important documen'ts~ partic­
ularly for the group of scholars Vlorking in Cincinna'tl. 

The followin~ members present voted for the resolution: Dr. S. 
Federbush, Dr. Blattberg, ~r. Hi~h Salpeter, Dr. Ben Halpern, Dr. 
Max Gruenewald, Dr. Isaac Lewin, 

Prof. 'Gershom Sc:holem, Dr. Oscar Rabinowicz, Prof. Cecil Roth, (by 
mail) ~ Anglo .. Jewish Associat,ion (by cable). 

Jlgah " the resolution; Dr. Leo Baeck (by mail). 

Absta:ll'led: ~rs. Buchman. 



VI • Frank:t~!.t!uJ4a terial 

Accordin~ to an earlier decision 01 the Board of Directors, all of 
JUdaica and two thirds of the non-Jewish material will go to 
Jerusalem, the remainder to be shipped to the United States, chiefly 
for Brandeis University ana Yeshiva Colle~. The Committee on 
Restoration of Continental Jewish Museums, Libraries and Archives and 
the Ang10~Jewish Association have protested this decision, stating 
that 250,000 volumes were lost by the British Museum durin~ the war 
and requesting that all non~Jewish books which do not go to ~srael be 
sent to the Bri.tish ];jl.1seum for a first selection and that the residue 
only be sent to New York. 

Prof. Baron pointed out that our policy has been to assign non-Jewish 
books to Jewish libraries only and that non-Jewish libraries have 
been approached with offers of Judaica only, He felt that it would 
be legitimate to assign Judaica to the British Museum and mentioned 
that the Bibliotheque Nationale will receive some periodicals from 
the New York depot, which had been re9uested via the Alliance Isra­
elite Universe lle. Furthermore, Bri tlsh institutions will receive 
material through the JTC recoveries in the British zone. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was decided that non-Jewish 
books from Frankfurt should not be sent to Great Britain and that 
the British Museum should be recognized as a recipient of JUdaica 
only. 

VII. YeshiVa Universi~ 

Prof. Baron reported two serious complaints against the Yeshiva Uni­
versity. In the first place, they have not sorted the books which 
they received and these books are therefore not available to schol~ 
aI's. Thi.s is parti.cularly serious in connection with the Stuermer 
collection because of a previous understandin~ with the Jewish 
Theological Seminary and the Jewish Institute of Religion according 
to which these inst,itutions were authorized to select qUite a number 
of volumes from this collection.. Prof. Baron also mentioned that 
some students of Columbia University are ready to work on this col­
lection as a re~lar assignment and st,ressed the importance of this 
possibiHty. In the second place, in their releases to the press re­
gardin~ the stuermer collection, Yeshiva University not only did not 
mention Jewish Cultu:tal Reconstruction, but stated that Yeshiva Uni­
versi ty lIacquired" these books, giving the impressi.on that they 
bought them. 

The Board requested that the Secretary write to the President of the 
Yeshiva University in the name of the Board regardin~ these matters. 

VIII. Distribution of 12,000-13.000 Judaica and Hebraica 

Dr. Arendt reported that approximately 12,000-13,000 Judaica and 
Hebraica of privately owned books will arrive in New York from 
Wiesbaden. She suggested that they be shipped in closed cases to 
four or five institutions in order not to have them dispersed in too 
ma~y places, should some of the original owners turn up. The Hebrew 
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university, YtVb and the Hebrew Uhion College are prepared to apcept 
closed caSes. 

Prof. Baron questioned only one of the propositions madE! in writing 
by Prof. Glueck of Hebrew Union College that the latter would "dis­
pose of our duplicates to , •• individuals only to regain our o~ig­
inal outlay of expense, 01 since none of our recipient libraries are 
allowed to sell any of the books assigned to them. He was in sym­
pathy with the suggestion of YIVO that some of these cases be sent 
to the Argentine YIVO in Buenos Aires and to the.Jewish National 
University in Mexico. 

The Board a~eed that the distribution of these books be made in 
line wi t.h the suggest,ions of Dr. Arendt and Prof. Baron. 

IX. Qlstribution of 305 Cases in New York ~~ 

Dr. Arendt reported that there are 30S cases of books left to be 
distributed in New York, including rare books, and that London has 
put in a request for some of the rare books. She suggested that 
about 7% of this collection be sent to England. This suggestion 
was accepted by the Board. 

X. Left-OVers 

It was decJded that the books which are left over after JCn termi .. 
nates its activities be shipped to: Hehrew Union College, Hebrew 
University, YIVO! the Argentine YIVO in Buenos Aires and the Jewish 
National University in Mexico. 

XI. .:fCR FiJ,es 

It was reported that requests for the JCR files have come in from: 
The Hebrew UniversitYl the Jewi.sh Museum (on ceremonial object.s on· 
ly), the American Jew1sh Archives} YIVO and the Conference on Jewish 
Relations. It was decided that. the allocation of these files should 
be decided upon at a subsequent. meeting. 

XII. Budget 

Prof. Baron reported on the proposed budget for JCR for the next six 
months. He stated that JCR has a substantial balance in the bank 
because ~ertain expenses which had been originally budgeted for the 
pas~ six months will not arise until January. He reported an e~· 
pected income of approximately $4,500.00 for transportation charges 
on books and ceremonial objects and requested $51730.00 from the 
JDC and the Jewish Agency, as against a $10,160.00 contribution for 
the last six months and $14,700.00 for the first six months of 
1950. 

Upon motion duly made andseeonded, the budget was adopted. 



XII!i &\su,st from HICQ@ 
. d,'! , 

Dr. Arendt reported that JCR rechved a request trom the Office of 
the U.S. High Commissioner to Germany through the American Jewish 
Committee for certain types of Judaica for the American libraries in 
GermanY, A one time allocation of 500 books was suggested and upon 
motion dely made and seconded, accepted. 

XIV. Synagogue Council 

The President was authorized to appoint a delegate to the committee 
of the Synagogue Council of America whi.ch is in charge of distribut~ 
ing ceremonial objects to the congregations in the United States. 

XV. IDdiviggally Ow!l§d Boo!<;s SubJect to Clai~ 

Dr. Arendt reported that JCR holds approximately 15,000 individually 
owned books of six or more per owner plus approximately 16,000 books 
from the Baltic collection, which are stored in Antwerp and Paris in 
the name of the JDC. All tbese books are subject to claims. While 
the books in. Paris have been stored bit' the JDC free of charge, the 
storage costs in Antwerp, amounting to about $400.00 for a year, will 
be charged to JCR. Unclaimed books will come up for distribution in 
the fall of 1951. Thus far HUL has requested the entire Baltic col­
lection and the Religious Department of JDC in Paris expects the 
usual percentage for distribution among European communities. The 
Board felt that allocation of thi.s material should be decided upon at 
a SUbsequent meeti.ng. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 
6:30 P.M. 

RespectfUlly submitted 

Hannah Are:ndt 
Secretary 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

MEMORANDUM TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF nmECTORS 

The annual meeting of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc •• which 
will take place on December 21, 1950, and for which an invitation 
is enclosed, will have to decide upon a number of problems connec­
ted with the termination of our activities, I am outlining the 
chief points on the agenda in order to giv~ you the possibility of 
giving these matters more thought than a meeting permits and in or­
der to invite written con~ent from our friends abroad. I should 
like to urge you to present whatever sugc;estions you have concern­
ing our future activities either at the meeting, or in writing, if 
you cannot attend. 

1. When JCR's depot in Germany will close, all in-shipments will 
go to JRSO headquarters in Nuremberg. 'there a re only two ma jor 
in-shipments Which we expect now and which may have to be handled 
with special care. 

a. The ceremonial objects from Frankfurt, about which we are in 
correspondence. I would suggest that they be shipped to 
New York, where they can be examined and catalogued wi.th 
the help of Dr. Schoenberger. This would mean that Israel 
and especially the Bezallel Museum would receiVe its share 
from New York. Although the job of distributing these ob­
jects wi 11 not be too big:. some work may again have to be 
done in t he Jewish. Museum,and we nw.y even c ontempla te en­
listing the help of Mr. Odell for iii- very limited time •.. 

b. The Bavarian Jewish community arChives, a small part of which 
(comprising approximately 450 volumes of registers) have 
only recently been offered to us by the Pavarian Jewish 
Landesverband. I do not think that we can handle these ar­
chives at all in view of Our limited facilities and the 
pressure of time. Before these archives are shipped out of 
Germany, a decision should be made by the Board of Directors 
as to which institution should receive them without involv­
ing JCR activities so that the whole thing can be handled 
with even a minimum of correspondence. The following· insti­
tutiOns are interested; National Archives, Jerusalem, Yid­
dish Scientific Institute, American ArChives, Cincinnati. 

2. The second aetivi ty which we may wa::;'; to follow up in Germany 
after December 31st is connected with the decree to be issued 
by the German Laender government. This may again involve quite 
a bi t of work and you may therefore decide to let it drop al .. 
together. However, it Should be borne in mind that such a legal 
instrument, which under the occupation .law may not be of great 
consequence, can become very important at some future time when 
the Allied Armies will have left Germany and an improvement in 
material conditions brings to light some unexpected Jewish cul­
tural property. 



3. If we succeed in obtaining this decree, new material may be re­
ported. Moreover, the activlties of the Jewish Trust Corporation 
may lead to new discoveries, not only in the Brit~sh, but also 
in the kmerican zone. As long ~s JRSO has its offices in Ger­
many and JCR retains its headquarters in New York, information 
can be channeled through JRSO and proper action can be taken. 
Thfl problem however is what will happen when, at the end of next 
year, both organizations will have terminated their activities. 
To which agency will the German institutions be able to turn? 
Who will determine who 'che recipients will be? What will the 
legal and administrative procedure be? It would 1;>e unwise in 
our opinion to rely on the local Jewish communities in this 
matter. Even the channeling of information through them seems 
to be a rather unsatisfactory solution in the light of our past 
experiences. (We should not forget that it Was the rate Dr. 
Starr who had to inform the local community in Vienna of the 
surviving remnants of their former holdings, that Dr. Lowenthal 
made a report on a collection of Judaica and Hebraica which was 
completely unknown to the Jews of Austria, and that the Jewish 
community in Frankfurt became interested in the ceremonial ob­
jects of the Frankfurt Jewish Museum only after we had discovered 
them, etc.). The truth unfortunately is that these communities 
lack interest and knowledge which would enable them to evaluate 
information properly. 

4. Berlin is a case apart. There the deadline for claimants was 
extended to June 30, 1950, which means that the recovery of 
heirless property is in its very early stages. JRSO has put 
in claims for us in accordance with our "Tentative List" and 
also in line with the information gathered by me on the spot. 
Up to now very little has been forthcoming from this source, 
so that Berlin is one place in the American zone where JCR, 
through no fault of its own, will not have completed its job. 
The question arises whether we should let it go at that or 
whether we should make a new effort next year. At this moment 
the situation is obscure and complicated. 

5. Work on the Frankfurt rna terial (see Minutes, October 9th, point 
II) started on October 15th. Althou&l the work is progressing 
at a satisfactory pace, and we still hope to meet the December 
31st deadline, it is quite possible that for reasons beyond our 
control the work on this material will not be canpleted before 
the end of January. 

According to the decision of the Board of Directors at the last 
meeting, one third of the non-Jewish rnaterial--probably between 
12,000 and 18, 000 books--will come to the United States in Feb~ 
ruary. Reeular distribution of these books through our New York 
depot would seriously delay the closing of the depot. Moreover, 
this non-Jewish material, strictly speaking outside the range 
of JCR's actiVities, will be needed mostly by only two institu­
tions, Yeshiva University and Brandeis University. I shoUld 
therefore like to propose that this material be equally divided 
between these two institutions and shipped to them directly,from 
the pier. I should also like to propose that in order to avoid 



returns, duplicates be listed by the tw~ recipients and offered 
to general libraries by JCR. A direct exchange between the two 
1nstHutions in question should also be established. 

6. An est:tmated 12,000-14.,000 Judaica and Hebraica of the privately 
owned books wi 11 arr~ '.'0 in New York early next year. Because 
of the h-'lrried proced'.Te in Wiesbaden, these books will not 
have been sorted acee-riling to categories. We also must not for­
get t;hat these books: ail distinguished from all others, bear 
the nallBS of private Oimers. In order to facilitate future re­
covori6,3 by individual olaimants, it may be wise to divide these 
books among a few--possibly fo~:w or five--institutions, wh1ch 
would agree to accept closed cases directly from Wiesbaden. 
Here again We should waive our condition with regard to dupli~ 
cates. In making this suggestion, I do not want to minimize 
the difficulties the institutions will face by accepting unopened 
cases, eepecia 11y in view of the fact that JCR has flooded the 
Uhited States market with this type of material. Alternative 
suggestions on this point would therefore be doubly welcome. 

7, Even if new material from Germany will not be handled through 
us in New York, the closing of t he New York depot presents 
serious problems. 

a. The distribution of periodicals in accordance with requests 
from libraries, including the Hebrew University Library, is 
of course a much more time consuming procedure than distri­
bution accor6ing to categories. Distribution of 101 cases 
of German Jewish periodicals was started in August and will 
be finished by the beginning of December. We shall then' 
have to' deal with 55 cases of Hebrew, 53 cases of Yiddish, 
18 cases of French, English and Western European, and 10 
cases of R1.1.ssian periodicals, as well as 59 cases of Yid. 
dish newspapers. The distribution of these categories will 
proceed more quickly because there are less duplicates am 
because a very large part of them vdll go to the Hebrew 
University, which had received part of its share of the 
German Jewish periodicals directly from 'Jl1esbaden. However, 
it wi 11 hardly be possible to finish this distribution be­
fOre the middle of March. 

b. The next time-consuming distribution job are the rare books 
of which we now have 3,500, including about 900 books which 
we recently received from Wiesbaden. These too can only be 
distributed by title and the difficulty here is that due 
to an original oversight in Offenbach in 1949, no reliable 
catalogue for the New York holdings exists. EVen with the 
best preparation possible, we shall need at least three to 
four weeks for this distribution. 

c. We shall then be left with an estimated 50-75 cases of 
"left_overs." These consist of various categories which re­
mained after the first distribution was completed. Some of 
these books cs.n easily be used to fill requests which we 
still have in the office; Canada in particular will receive 
a second shipment from this reservoir. 
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Unfortunately it will not be possible to ship any of these 
bool{s without opening the cases, because no case ever ar­
rived from Germany or was repacked in New York which did not 
have a great number of duplicates. To quote an example. 
one case of German Judaica contained ten copies of volume 
I of Graetz I "History of the Jews." The distribution of ' 
all remnants will take at least another four to six weeks. 

d. There is no doubt that we will be left with a considerable 
number of books after distribution will have been completed. 
The question arises what we can do with this surplus ma­
terial. There seem to be the following possibilities: 
(1) To ship it to the Hebrew University, and I believe that. 
they will accept it for Israeli communities. (2) To offer 
it as is to the Library of Congress, but I doubt whether 
they will take it because of their space problem. No other 
library, in my opinion, can be expected to accept these 
remanants. (3) To call in book sellers and try to "sell" 
for as much as possible--but this only as a very last resort. 

It would be very desirable to close the depot on April 1st, but 
I must confess that I do not see any way to do so. The schedule 
outlined above would carpy us to June 30th. 

S. The identifiable material stored in France has to be distributed 
during the second half of next year. The last job of JCR will 
be to locate owners, restitute to claimants and to distribute 
the left-over unclaimed material I which is now being stored in 
the JDC warehouses in Paris. ThlS material consists of 136 
cases with more than 16,000 books from the'Baltic collection 
and of 100-150 cases with approximately 20,000 books of the in­
dividually o~med books whose owners possess six or more items. 
JCR will have to liquidate this depot in one operation and is 
bound by its agreement with the United States government con­
cerning the Baltic collection not to start this operation before 
August 1951. It is hoped, but not certain, that the main job 
will be done by JDC in France. Even under the most favorable 
Circumstances, additional work by JCR will have to be done, not 
only regarding final distribution, but also with respect to the 
correspondence with individual Claimants. These operations in 
France will probably take at least three months and this is an 
underestimate rather than an overestimate of the time necessary 
to handle some 36,000 volumes. 

I would therefore suggest that a special budget earmarked for 
these purposes be decided upon, after consultation with the 
JDC Paris staff and after the period during Which books can be 
claimed has elapsed so that we may be able to tell with hqw 
many individual claimants we have to reckon. Handling and ship­
ping fees for property restituted to individuals will be paid 
by the recipients. 



9. Up to now JCR has received only a small portion of the lists 
of books from recipient libraries. A special effort will be 
made to receive these during the next few months. 

When JCR closes its headquarters, the question will- arise what 
to do with these lists and other important archival material 
whiCh we hav~ accumulated in the course of our activities. In 
view of the historical significance and the unique circumstances 
surrounding our work, it would not only be a technical lapse, 
but a serious mistake to leave this material uncared for. 

As for the archival- material pertaining to the ceremonial objects 
(photographs, catal-ogue-cards, etc.), the Jewish Museum of New 
York, through Dr. Schoenberger, has approached us and expressed 
its great interest in this ~erial-. 

The above outlined schedule involves more time and expense than we 
IilpUcipated. The problems and the solutions which I outlined will . 
reqpire an additional budget for the first six months of 1951 and 
a· smaller supplementary budget for the second half of 1951, 

Every suggestion which you may have that would shorten the time limit 
of our aetivi ties and/or cut down expenses will be extremely welcome. 

NOVember 28, 1950 

,~fkJl.(,J 
Hannah Arendt 
Executive Secretary 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF' THE CORPORATION 
December 21, 1950 

Pursuant to a notice dated November 28, 1950, a copy of which pr~~ 
cedes the minutes, the .Annual Meeting of this corporation for 1950 
was held at 4~OO P.M. on December 21st, 1950, at Professor Baron's 
office, Columbia University, New York City. 

The following members of the corporation Vlere represented at the 
meetinp.- by their respective representat,ives: 

Me-lnber.a 

Commission on European Jewish 
CuI tural Reconstructi on 

A,gudas Israel ',\Torld Or)7anization 

A~erican Friends of the Hebrew 
University 

American Joint, Distribution Committee 

Council for the Protect,ion of Rights 
and Interests of Jews from Germany 

ReR:r:ElSent~t!ves 

Salo W. Baron 

Isaac Lewin 

High Salpeter 

Henrietta Buchman (for J. 
Lookstein and Jonah B. vVise) 

Max Gruenewald 

" 

Jewish Agency for Palestine Ben Halpern (for Maurice 
Boukstein and Chaim Greenberg) 

World Jewish Congress 'ilolf Blattberg 
Simon Federbush 

Also attendi.!W! Eli Rock, JRSO 

Ex officio~ Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary 

Professor Salo W. Baron, the president of the corporation, acted as 
chairman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as secretary of the corporation. 

A. .Annual Rru20rt 

As president of the corporation, Prof. Baron rendered the annual re­
port as follows: 

1. Financial-Report 

The financial report covered the 17 month period from July 1, 1949, 
to November 30, 1950. Durinp: this period the corporation received 
$38,766.60 from the Jewish Apency and the Joint Distribution Com­
mittee and $14,455.98 from recipient institutions as reimbursement 
for books and ceremonial objects. The corporation also received a 
one time refund on freight charges for a shi.pment made prior to 
July 1 ·1949. The total expenses for thi.s period amounted to 
$55,47~.15, $36,484.75 of,which covered expenses for New York. head~ 
quarters and depots, and ~18,991.40 overseas expenses. (A detailed 
account of this report is stt.ached -- Appendix I). 
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2. ~ments from Germanx 

The report on shipments covered the first elev~n months/of 1950. 
A total of 565 cases were shipped out of Wiesbaden. During the 
period under review, Israel received more than'2l,OOO and the United 
States approximately 7,000 books. Latin American countries were in­
cluded in the allocation for the first time and approximate~y 11,000 
volumes were shipped to nine Latin American countries. (Allocations 
to Canada were made from the New York depot). Europe received more 
than 11.1000 books which included allocation' to Switzerland of part 
of the Breslau Seminary collection and a one time allocation to 
Sweden. All other European countrIes :received only periodicals. 

Of a total of 66,163 books shipped out of Wiesbaden, approximatelY 
46,000 volumes came from German Jewish institutional collections. 
Requests for periodicals from Israel, the European continent, Great 
Britain, So. Africa and Arg-entina were filled in Wiesbaden as far 
as was possible in order to save freight charges from New York, 
where periodicals were originally pooled for world~wide distribu-
tion. ' 

Approximate~y 15,000 books of the individually owned collections be­
longed to owners of six or more books and were therefor/!! shipped to 
Belgium for storage in the name of the JDC. 

(For fUrther details of this report, see Appendix II, attached). 

3. Report on Torah Scrolls 

In addition to the 774 Torah Scr~lls recovered and entrusted to the 
JDC in Paris in 1949, 58 Torah Scrolls and 87 fragments were recov­
ered in 1950. 53 of these were shipped to JDC, Paris, and 87 frag­
ments were shipped to Israel. 

(Fbr a report on the distribution of Torah Scrolls through JDC, 
Paris, see Appendix III). 

4. geport on New Recoverie§ 

As a result of intensified efforts to recover Jewish cultural treas­
ures in addition to those that had been entrusted to JCR by the 
military authorities in 1949, tens of thousands of books, 165 cere­
monial objects and the above mentioned Torah Scrolls and frapments 
as well as arChival material were received by JCR in Wiesbaden. 

(A tentative list of these in-shipmen~ is given in Appendix IV), 

5. B@por"lj pp D1acovel.'ie§IUld ,rePQing Cla_ 

Since JeR's activities in Germany will terminate on December 312 1950, a tentative list of discoveries made during the period Ju~ It 
1949, to November 30 t 1950, is ~iven in Appendix V. 



6. Rep2!!-on Distribution pf Books from the New Y6rk Depot 

This report Odvered the entire P7riod of th~s activity, i.e" July 1, 
1949, to November 30, 1950. Durln~ this period approXimately 80,000 
books were allocated to 35 American librariesj which received books 
regularly (amonp: t.hem nine non-Jewish inst.it.utions), to 40 Yeshivoth, 
whi.ch received onetim~ a llocat.ions, and two other inst.itu.tions whieh 
were granted similar status. Canad~ recei.ved a first allocation of 
1,500 books and about 1,500 rtiore ax:e ready for shipment •.. The chief. 
recipient abroad was the Hebrew Udiversi t.y Library, which received" 
the greater part of it.s allocat.ion of periodioalS directly from New 
York. 

Prof. Baron referred t.o several letters from librarians expressing 
appreciation of JCR's activities. Notable among them are letters from 
the l,ibrary of Congress! Brandeis Universit;\', the Jewish Institute of 
Religion, Chile and Mexlco. 

(For details, see Appendix VI). 

7. Report on Distribution of Cer'2i!'ontal Objects from the 

New York DePQt 

Almost 4,000 ceremonial objects were shi.pped from Germany to the 
United States after Israel received its full share of synagogue and 
museum objects ano other countries had received their share of syn~ 
agogue objects only. The New York depot, therefore, had to fill re· 
quests not only in the Western hemisphere, but also for museum ob­
jects in other countrl.es. Dur:1w~ the period undet' review--September 
1, 1949, to November 30, 1950--all objects were catalogued and put on 
display in the Jewish Museum, before distribution started, in the 
early summer of 1950. Twelve museums in the United States received 
about 1,100 objects for display. while Great Britain? France and 
South A.fi'ica received their share of: 520 objects in this catego;ry. A 
total of 466 objects were allocsted to six other countries in the 
Western hemisphere, with Canada and Argentine receiving 150 objects 
each. About 1,700 ¢bjects were put aside for United States syna­
gopues. 

(For more details of this report., see Appendix VII, a t,tached) • 

Distribution of ceremonial objects is completed. 

8. Distribut,ion of Books in 1951 

Durin~ the next six months the New York book depot will have to dis­
tribute 305 cases of books which have been left over from the 864 
cases shipped to New York during 1949 and 1950 plus an unknown quan­
ti ty of' new material which is expected to arrive from Germany very 
shortly. 

(For more details of this report, see Appendix VIII, attached). 
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Prof. Baron summed up bis repor~by statin~ that they indicated a 
subst.antial acbievement for JeR. He tben opened tbe floor tor dis­
cussion. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, tbe report was approved. 

B. Elec't!iQn of' Officers .snd pirectors 

Because ·01' the imminent t.ermi~ation of the present activiti~s of the 
corporation, Prof~ Baron suggested that there be no nolllination of 
new persons but that all the present officers anddirec'tors be re­
elected, 

Upon motion dul.'" made and seconded, the Same officers and directors 
were unanimouslY reelected to carry on tbe activities ofJCR during 
1951. 

There beinp: no fU:r.tber business to come before the Annual Meeting, 
the meetin~ was sdjou;rned at 4;30 P.M. 

Respec~fUlly aubmitted 

Hannah Arendt 
secretary 



JEWISH CULTURAL RHlCONSTRtlCTION. INC • 

. AP.EEND!L! 

Financial Statement 
July 1. 1949 ~ Nov. 30. 1922 

Bank Balance July 1, 1949 

From lOC-Jewish Agency 
Refund on Shipment 
Reimbursement from Institutions 

for ~ooks and Ceremonial Objects 

Total Income 

D!!lbursementa, 

A. N!tw IQ~ 
1. Headquarters 

a. Salaries $15,147.60 

$ 6,843,93 

38,766.60 
3,423.18 

-1,4,4@.5.:.2t! 

b. Office Expenses 1,404.68 16,552.28 

2. Expenses for Recovery 
& Distribution 

a. f'l'llaries 10,358.00 
b. Freight, Insurance, 

Customs & Cartage 
for Incoming Shipments 3,509.91 

c. Storage, labor, Services 
& Misce Uane ous 5,084.56 

d. Shipping & Customs Char-
ges for Outgoing 
Shipments _____ 7~.25 19,024.72 

3. Insurance (Fire & Work­
ments Compensation) 

B. ~~!!. 

1. Salaries 
2. LCA & Other Expenses 

via Nuremberg 
3. Traveling Expenses to & 

in:J:urope 

Total Expenses 

BALANCill DillCEMmR 1, 1950 

. 907.75 
36,484.75 

12,255.10 

3,'156.75 

3·.279.5~ 
18,991.40 

$63,489.69 

55 .. 476.15 



BOOKS -

~'NISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION. INC, 

AP1ENDDC II 

"W1esbadenl Worl~wlqe DisttibutiQu ~ ~959 

Countrx. 

Israel 
U. S. 

Rare 
l!ooltlil German Germa~ Feriod- Un-

Itbraicil U dd1tb l!J!ldQ.!.~oft~J';Whh M:ijl"prted Total 
156 
615 4,771 120 1,639 6.142 4,421 4.21~ 21,519 

100 2,932 153 2,687 7,087 
!attn Ame:r,;aga: Total 10,973 

Argentina 2,835 423 1,500 173 4.932 Bol:i.via 284 222 506 Bra::;! 1 1,287 20 716 
2,023 ChLe 471 20 322 813 Fen, 250 279 

529 Costa. Rioa 249 176 17 442 E~u~dor 
150 75 225 ]Jf~:x: :'. 0 0 387 20 268 15 114 804 0:·: uG ua.y 385 20. 294 

699 
.[YX..9.P.! : Total 11,289 

·Jran~e 
18:j. 181 . Jclglum 56 

50 ·-;wecL:3n :!i39 352 5 696 ~~!.:,~ land 28 1,047 172 1.064 2,311 1wi tlwrland 5,766 37 1.177 463 7,443 <Jerman .Jewish 
Communities 225 361 l6 602 

Afric!!,: Total 467 
,. 
D, Afrioa 

89 89 r;orocco - - 3712, - ... - • : . 
1'1$ 378 i , Total 771 17,812 660 lJ.,435 1.178 9,209 4,270 51.335 

12titiw.n - Individually Owned Books for JDa Storage 14.828 

3. TQRA£i SCRO~L9 AJ:ID TORAH 0IiNA~§NI§ 
::ountr~ ~Rrol1s Fragments T01:!loB Wtli!ol!:!2erl1J, CUtta;j,m! TO~i~ mc. Faris 53 41 1 95 lew York 

48 48 ~srael 87 
87 - --- - - -Total 53 87 89 1 230 



J'illWISH CULTURAL RE:CONSTRUCTI ON. INC. 

~~~ III 

Distribution of Torah Scrolls via 1OQ~~ri@ 

The 10C in Paris received: 774 Torah Scrolls in 1949; 
53 Torah Scrolls in 1950, 

Of these; 548 Vlent to Israel; 
98 are being distributed in Europe, including Great 

Britain; 
127 had to be burried • 

...... -~ .. -----

~NDDC IV 

In-Shipments. Wiesbaden - 1950 

:ioran Scroll!! 

ll.ooka 

Scrolls 
Fragments 

Rare Books 
Hebraica and Judaica 
German Judaica (approximately) 
German Judaica and Non-Jewish German 

Literature (more than) 

Arohives (approximately) 

~er§.ll}onia1 Ob.1ects 

58 
87 

150 
4,270 

500 

165 



JEWISH CULTuRAL m;CONSTRtPTION, INC. 

APlENDlX V 

Incomplete L1§ .. L.QU,i§coverif1!a..A-t1LI~.!.lding Cl~ 

A'pprox. 
9J..:tLor" land" M'!.~!l riAl ~~ltll.~ l1!.scripUo,ll g!l~ld....k Claimed Receiveq 

! ~-.-!L'D,:1.1j.~~"9W .. 

B!:'.1reri'-l Archives More than From 1492 S't;£.te Ar- Thru 
5,000 to 1934 c1J.1vas in JBSO 
vols. Al!lbe rg, 

Mmli::h, 
N~,ub",:::,g, 

NUTS ;o.be rg, 
WU81'zberg 

Baden Cere~ 155 From By- ;.~(HJ.l Mu- By In 
morlial nagogues seums in JCR Wiss-
O":ljects Karlsruhe, baden 

Wsinheim, 
Ludwigs-
hafen 

Bav:3.ria Torah 58 and 81 MOtllUlie - By Shipped 
& Eaden Sorolls Fragments riel\! , Jew- JCR to 

ish Com- Faris 
munities, and 
Local MU- Israel 
seums 

Wurtenberg Archives More than 19th & Municipal Thru 
150 vols. 20th cen- Archives JRSO 

turies Esslingen 
& Ludwigs-
burg 

Munich Books Approx. German Bayrisches Thru 
25 Cases Literature Iendosamt JRSO 

fuel" Ver-
moagensver-
waltung 

Munich Books 2,500 Judaica Munioipal Thru 
Library JRSO 

Munich Books 150 Rare Books Collect- By Shipped 
( Collection ing Point JCR to 
Ahnenerbe) USA & 

Israel 

MUnich Books 4,270 Scholarly The Cen - By Shipped 
Material tral Com- JCR to 
from Poland mission for· HUL 

of Jews HUL 



!)1S2~k!!. an~ Iand.11'le; Cla1¥ ,ral 
City or Approx. 
" land" Material Q.uantity !)escriptio~ Held By C1aimgd ~ ... fd . -
Munich Ceremo- About or Artle- The Bava- Landes-

nial 100 tic Value rian Lan- verband 
Objects desverband Apprt7ached 

via Munich 
Community 

Munich Archives 450 Birth, Mar- Bavarian Offered 
vole. riagge & Landes- to 

Death Re- 'lferband JCR 
gisters of 
Bavarian 
Communities 

Fl'e.nkfurt Cere- More Of the For- Kistori- Thru 
monial than 500 mer Jewish cal Mu- JRSO 
Objects Museum seum 

Frankfurt Books 130,000 JUdaica & Ministry By JCR 
Jewish of JCR 509& 
Owned Ger- Hessen of the 
man Liter- valu ... 
ature able 

Schnaittach Cere- About Bavarian 
mater. 

Local Thru 
monia1 100 Syna- Museum JRSO 
Objects gogues 

Regensburg Archives 360 Mr. Approached 
vo1s. Hermann via Landes-

verband 

Straubingen Archives Jewish Jewish Approached 
Community Community via Landee-

verband 
". 

II. Berlin 

American Paint- 100 Formerly Municip .. Thru 
Sector ings of Jewish ality JRBO 

Museum, 
Berlin 

Textiles 271 From Sy- Magazin- Thru 
nagogues bau, JRSO 

Dahlem 

Torah 5 Magazin- Thru 
Scrolls bau, JBSO 

Dahlem 



Ci ty or 
~nd" 

Br i-i;ish 
Sector 

RU:3sian 
Se: c 'Go or 

Discoveries ana Bending Claims (3) 

Approx. 
Materi~ Quantity Description ~eld By 

Archives 2 Cases 
&: Some 
Books 

Cere­
monial 
Oojects 

'rorah 
Scrolls 

Books 

330 lbs. 
or 12 
Cases 

~OO 

About 
8,000 
vols. 

Various 

From All 
Over Ger­
many 

From all 
Over 
Europe 

Mostly Ju­
daica; A­
bout 50% of 
Scholarly 
Interest 

Haupt­
archiv. 
Dahlem 

Jewish 
Community 
in JDC 
Warehouse 

Jewish 
Community 
on the 
Cemetery 

Jewish 
Community 

Claimed 

By JCR 

111 • British~o~ 

Altona 

Celie 

Goslar 

Duisburg. 
Ham.born 

Hamburg 

Hamburg 

Cere­
monial 
Objects 

Cere­
monial 
Objects 

Archives 

Films of 
Archives 

Siiver 

Archives 

Of 
5'~400 
V,)luma~ . 

30,000 
Objects 
or 4,400 
pounds 

Synagogues Municipal 
of Altona MUseum 

From Stanis- Local Mu-
lau, Galicia seum, Trans­

ferred from 
Voelkerkunde­
museum, Berlin 

Koenigsberg Municipality 
Community 

Bir th, Mar­
riage & 
Death Resis­
ters of Jew­
ish Commu­
nities 

Household 
Objects of 
Artistic 
Value 

Hamburg 
Portuguese 
Community 

Private 
Photo­
grapher 

Municipal­
ity 

State 
Archives 

Rectd 

In 
Wies­
baden 

JTC 
Informed 

JTC 
In­
forned 

", ." 

JTO 
In­
formed 

JTO 
In­
formed 



Ci ty or 
" !and" -
i-Tamburg 

Wolfen­
buettel 

DISCOVERIES AND FENDING CMD§.J.£1 

Approx. 
Material Quentitl Description li~ld By Claimed Received 

Cere­
monial 
Objects 

Books 

Several Of Artis­
Hundred tio Value 

Jewish 
Community 
on Loan 
from British 
Authorities 

Colleotion !essing 
of Samson- Bibliothek 
schul 

JTD 
In­
formed 

.!Y~french Zo .. m~. 

Fr::: iburg 

Maim~ 

Mainz 

Worms 

Worms 

Worms 

Worms 

V. Austria 

Klagenfurt 

Vienna 

Cere­
monial 
Objects 

Books 

Cere­
monial 
Objects 

Books 

Archives 

Manu­
scripts 

More Of the For- :tooal 
than 100 mer Jewish Museum 

Museum 

21 

More than 
3,000 

2 

20 Private The 
Jewish Lib- Univer-
raries. sity Lib-
Bought from rary 
Gestapo 

From Syna- Local 
gogues Museum 

Jewish 
Community 
Library 

Wormser 
Jewish 
Community 

Jewish 
Commu­
nity 

Local 
Museum 

Wormser Local 
Maohsorim Museum 

Ce remon. Not more 
Objects than 10 

Local 
Museum 

Torah A few Local 
Museum Scrolls 

Books 

Books 

600 cases Remnants of 
with Tanzenberg 
40,000 to Collection; 
60,000 Parts from 
vola. Ger. Jewish 

Communities 

Munici:(>al­
ity (1J 

250,000 Mostly Heir- Vienna 
less & Uni- Munici­
dentifiable pality(?) 
Jew. Property 

Approached 
by JCR 
&HUL 

Deadline 
of Claims 
Extended 
to End of 
1951 

Deadline 
of OlQ.ims 
Exten;~'.d to 
End of 1951 



JEWISH CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

APPENDIX VI 

Distribution of Books from New York Depot 
July 1, 1949 • Nov. 30, 1950 

Aooording to Institutions 

Name of Institution No. No. Net 
Reo'd Ret'ned Reo'd 

A. PRIORITY LIBRARIES 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 

Amerioan Jewish Historioal Soo'ty 
Balt;:.more Hebrew College 
BrandGis University 
College of Jew, Studies, Chioago 
Dropsie College 
Hebrew Teaohers College, Boston 
Hebrew Theol. College, Chioago 
Hebrew Union College, Cinoinnati 
Jewish Community Library, L.A. 
Jewish Institute of Religion 
Jewish Theologioal Seminary 
Mesifta Chaim Berlin 
Mesifta Torah Vodaath 
Ner Israel, Baltimore 
Rabbinioal College of Te1she 
Yeshiva University (Inoluding 

5,932 of Stuermer Colleotion) 
Yiddish Soientifio Institute 

B. SMALLER LIBRARIES 

1. B'nai Brith Hillel Foundation 
2. Beth Medrash Elyon 
3. Beth Medrash Govoha 
4. Jewish Teaohers Seminary 
5. Jewish Welfare Board 
6. Mirrer Yeshiva 
7. Sohneersohn Library 
8. Yeshiva of Flatbush 
9, Zionist Arohives 

C. NON-JEWISH LIBRARIES 

1. Columbia University 
2. City College 
3. Harvard University 
4. Johns Hopkins University 
5. Library of Congress 
6. New York Publio Library 
7. New York University 
8. University of Texas 
9. Yale University 

43 
1,887 
2,569 
3,561 
3,475 
1,958 
3,020 
2,388 

907 
6,409 
4,445 
1,105 
3,713 
2~582 

156 

8,429 
3,379 

1,013 
350 
450 
615 
200 
400 
990 
332 
970 

69 
214 
200 

2 
2,372 

104 
224 
635 
387 

3 

465 

99 
67 

1,036 
45 

350 
89 

448 

65 

43 
1,884 
2,569 
3,561 
3,010 
1,958 
2,921 
2,321 

907 
5,373 
4,400 
1,105 
3,713 
2,582 

156 

8~079 
3,290 

565 
350 
450 
615 
200 
400 
990 
332 
970 

69 
214 
135 

2 
2,372 

104 
224 
635 
387 



DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS (2) 

Name of Institution 

D. ONE TIME ALLOCATIONS 

Yeshivoth (through Torah Umesorah) 
Hebrew Convalescent Home 
Jewish Settlement House 

E. ABROAD 

Canada 
Hebrew University Library 
Bibliotheque Nationale via Alliance 

Israelite Universelle 

F. INDIVIDUAL CLAIMANTS 

TOT~ DISTRIBUTED 

G. CLOSED CASES 

Individual Claimants 
HUL 

No. No. Net 
Reo'd Ret'ned Rec'd 

12,013 
182 

28 

3,149 
4,400 

17 

315 

79,657 

16 Cases 

254 11,759 
182 

28 

3,149 
4,400 

17 

315 

2,921 76,736 

19 Cases of Periodioals 

ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES 

Category 

Rabbinios 
Bible 
Ritual 
Biur 
Kabbalah 
Modern Religious Literature 
Fiotion (Yiddish and Hebrew) 
Seoular Literature 
German JUdaica 
Post-revolutionary Russian Literature 
German Jewish Periodioals 
Schoolbooks and Miscellaneous 
Stuermer Collection 
Misoellaneous (inoluding 79 books 

individual olaimants) 

TOTAL 

No. of Books 

19,336 
550 

1,382 
1,028 

385 
2,603 
3,014 
8,827 
8,802 
2,522 

24,143 
644 

5,932 

489 

79,657 

NOTE: - All period1cals, whethor individual issues or bound volumes, 
were (lounted as sinGle items. ~omo of tho fiCUt'os are 
therofore rais leadinG as to the actual nUlllbcr of ti tles. 



I. 

II. 

JEiUSH cumup..AL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 

APPENDIX VII 

According to Institutions 

Grand Total 2,829 

Teachers College, Boston 53 
Brith Hillel Foundations 65 
Theological College, Chicago 53 

of Jewish Studies, Chicago 56 
Museum, New York 211 
Union College, Cincinnati 99 

l IDllJ.6, Clevelanl 70 
University 245 

C. 

1. Canada 
2. Argentina 
3. Curacao" 
4. Chile ~f 
5. Peru,f 
6. Mexico>:-

1 Jewi sh ,"lelfare Board 147 
.af' Jewi ah Education, Buffalo 29 

Museum 
University 

Congregations 
s via Synagogue Council 

Canada Grand Total 466-

19 
36 -

. 637 
1.109 

151 
150 

:;0 
50 
35 
50 -

III. European Museums: Grand Total 370 

Great Britain 245 
~ France" 

IV. South African Museums t Grand Total 150 

So. Africa 

TOTAL NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

* Ready for Shipment 

150 

1,028 

55 

1,'746 

466 

370 

150 -
3,1315 



Distribution of Ceremonial Objects (2) 

According to Catesories 

Hanukka Lamps 339 

Pointers 391 

Torah Shields 284 

Spice j30xes 586 

Rimonim 414 (386 Pairs; 
28 Singles) 

Menoroth 413 

Candlesticks 64 

Plates 52 

Torah Crowns 21 

Megilloth 19 

Collection Boxes 19 

Cups 67 

Eternal Lights 9 

Medals, Coins, Amulets 42 

Textiles 330 

Torah Wrappers 29ll, 

Ataroth 422 

Miscellaneous 49 -
TOTAL NUMBER OF OBJECTS 3,915 



JEwtSH OULTURAL REC()NsTRroTION, INC. 

We reoeived in New York 864 oases ot books, 559 of which ~ers ~ls~ 
tributed. 

The following oases are still in the depot: 

Books : 
~ 

Hebraiea 
German Judaica 
Secular Lite:t'ature in Yiddish and Hebrew 
Fiction in Yiddish and Eebrew 
Russian Post-Revolutionary Literature in 

Yiddish 
Misce l laneo1.Qll 
Rare ;Books 

Eer~odioal@ 

Newspapers ~n Yiddish 
!eriodicals in Yiddish 
!eriodicals in Hebrew 
Beriodicals in Russian 
Periodicals in Engl1sh and Other European 

languages 

3/J Oases 
:51 " 

5 II 

I; II 

IS " 
5 " 

48 d 

59 1\ 

28 " 56 " 10 II 

~ It 

305 Case. 

... 
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JEWISH CULTURPL RECONSTRUCTION. nrc. 
'IBn Broadway, New York 23, N.Y. 

lUNUTES OF A SPECIAL iEETlllG OF THE BOARD Oli' DIRECTORS 
June 4, 1951 

Pursuant to a notice dated I,jay 7,1951, a copy of which precedes 
the minutes of this meeting; a joint meeting of the Board of 
Direotors and the Advisory Committee WaS held at 4:00 P.M., 
June 4, 1951, at Professor Baron's office, Columbia University, 
New York City. 

The following persons were present: 
Members of the BoaJ;'d: Professor Salo W. Baron, Dr. 1701f Blattberg, 
I.!rs. Henrietta Buohman, substituting for. Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, 
Rabbi Simon Federbush,. Dr. Solomon Goldsmith, Dr. Ben Halpern, 
Pr6fessor Je.ome Mich,el. 

Members of the Advisory Coml11.ittee: Dr. Joshua Bloch, Mr. Abraham 
Duker, Rabbi 1. E. Kiev, Dr. Stephen S; Kayser, Dr. Franz 
Landsberger, Dr. A. I.\. Margalith, Dr. David de Sola Pool. 

Ex Offi~io: Dr. Hannah Arendt, Executive Secretary. 

Also present: I.lr. Eli RocI{, JRSO. 

Professor Jerome Michael, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
acted as ohairman and Dr. Hannah Arendt as secretary of the meeting. 

1. IUnutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting 
of December 21, 1950 were approved as oiroulated. 

Referring to Seotion VII, p. 5, of the above mentioned minutes, 
Dr. Margalith expressed the regrets of the Yeshiva University 
that it failed to refer to Jewish Cultural Reconstruction in 
its press releases regarding the Stuermer colle ction. He also 
explained that Yeshiva University had enoountered serious technical 
difficulties in placing this collection on the shelves. 

II. Starr Memorial Fund 

Upon motion made by Professor Baron and duly seconded, it WaS 
decided to contribute ~~100.00 to the Joshua Starr Memorial Volume, 
on condition that JCR be given 30 copies of the published volume. 

III. Disposition of Surplus Material 

Dr • .Arendt reported tha t after the final distribution of surplus 
material in the New York depot-- to be closed on August 1st--
there will be left-over inaterial chiefly in the following cate­
gories: (a) 20 cases of non-Jewish, predominantly German, material; 
(b) a considerable amount of German Judaioa and German Jewish 
periodicals; (c) large stocks of a few single iteilts, mostly 
Yiddish pamphlets or periodicals from Soviet Russia. 
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Dr. Arendt al 00 reported tha t the Hebrew University Library is no 
longer interested in material in German, but that requests from 
Israel indioate that among the Kibbutzim and other small libraries 
in the countryside there is considerable need of German language 
material. 

It was decided that the entire German non-Jewish material and some 
of the German Jewish material should be offered to the Ministry 
of Education in Israel for distribution ani that the Jewish Agenoy 
for Palestine should be a8ked to defray all charges connected with 
the shipping of these books from New York to Israel. 

Professor Baron raised the question of what to do with the finally 
::'rreducible minimum of surplus material. Those present once again 
expressed their opposition to the sale of these items. 

Mr. Abraham Duker suggested that the surplus material be made 
fl.vailable to certain scholar ly organizations su ch as the Amerioan 
Jewish Historical Society, the Yiddish Scientific Institute, etc. 
for distribution among their membership. This suggestion was 
unanimously accepted. 

IV. Restitution of Indi vidually Owne~ Books of Six or ,,~ore 

Lists of individual owners have appeared in the "Aufbau" and the 
"Jewish Chronicle" in London and have been circulated in Western 
European countries, Israel South Africa and Australia. Claims 
from allover the world have reached the JGR office and it is 
estimated that at least on6 half of the 14,828 books will be re­
turned to individual claimants. 

It was proposed that individual claimants be charged as follows: 
Outside of Europe -- 50i per book and a minimum fee of ~;5. 00; 
in Europe proper -- 40i pel' book and a minimum fee of ~;3.50. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, this proposal was unanimously 
adopted. 

Professor Guido Kis,ch he.Q requested JCR to donate the 113 volumes 
which had belonged to the late Profensor Aga·che Lasch of Hamburg 
to the Germanic Seminar Library of the University of Lund in 
Sweden, whose members had tr'ied to save Professor Lasch's life. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, this request was granted, 
provided there are no claims for these books from a member of 
Professor Lasch's fami::"y. 

V. Budgets 

1. Supplementary Budget for the restitution of individually owned 
books and the disposition of the Baltic collection and the 
remnants of the individually owned collection • 

. Professor Baron reminded those pi:' esent that a year ago JCR had 
informed the Jewish Agency and JDG that a supplementary budget 
for this operation would be needed at the end of our regular 
activities. A budget, , circulated among those prese l1t, est.im~ted 
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the expenses at $7,600.00 and the income 
and recipi~nt· institutions at ~;4,OOO.00. 
deficit of $3,600.00, to be submitted to 
Agency. 

from individual claimants 
This would leave a 

the JOC and the Jewish 

2. JCR will need a period of three months in order to terminate 
its activities. A budget for this period was also circulated, 
estimating the total expenses at \:>6,720.00, which anount will be 
completely covered from the previous budget and the expected in­
come from recipients. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, both budgets were unanimously 
adopted as PI' esented. 

VI. Disposition of the Remnants of the Individually 
Owned B~S and ~Baltic Collection 

Professor Baron reported that of the 30,000 books in the Baltic 
collection about 13,000 had already been restored to insitutions 
in Israel. The remaining 16,346 are largely Rabbinics and other 
Hebraic a, for which the demand is very great in the V{estern 
hemisphere. The original plan to ship the entire Baltic collection 
to Israel was therefore reconsidered and it Was moved that the 
Baltic collection be distributed in line with the principle 
followed in previous distributions: 40% to Israel, 40% to the 
Western hemisphere and 20% to all other countries. 

This motion was seconded and carried. Drs. Blattberg, Federbush 
and Halpern voted against its adoption. 

k second motion, duly made and seconded, to re-submit this 
question to a vote by all members of the Board, was unanimously 
adopted. 

VII. Microfilm Project 

At a previous meeting the Board had authorized JCR to apply to 
some foundation for a grant of (~;25,000.00. (See J.jinutes June 5,. 
1950, Section III, p. 2). 

Professor Baron asked the Board to approve an application to the 
Ford Foundation for ~60,000.00. Upon motion duly made and seconde~ 
this request was unanimously adopted. 

VIII. Hessen Decree 

Dr. Arendt reported that the Hessen Ministry of Education had 
issued the decree discussed at previous meetings (see I.!inutes 
December 21, 1950, Section III, p. 2) concerning Jewish cultural 
property in German institutions. Efi'orts were made to use th is as 
a precedent and communications were sent to the Laender governments 
in the American zone and the Jewish 'rrust Corporation in the British 
zone. 
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IX. Ceremopia1 Ob.le2.!?i!.....~ Frankfort 

Dr. Arendt reported that JRSO, NUremberg, had notified JCR that a 
decision entrusting most of the contents of the 18 cases of cere­
monial opjects to JCR may be expeoted in the very near future. 

After a lengthy discussion, summarized in a special memorandum 
whioh is being sent to each member of the Board of Directors, 
Professor Baron moved that the Board adhere to its decision of 
Deoember 21, 1950 (see Minutes December 21, 1950, p.2) and that 
this collection be distributed according to the usual key: 40% to 
Israel, 40% to the l/esterl1 hemisphere and 20% to other countries, 
eflpeoia11y Great Bri'tain, but that this time the procedUre be 
re.versed and the se1eotion be made by a representative of the 
Advisory Committee, preferably Dr. Guido Sohoenberger. 

This motion was carried, Dr. Federbush opposing and Dr. B1attberg 
abstaining. 

A seoond motion to re-submit this ouestion to a vote by the entire 
Board membership was unanimously adopted. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 
6:30 P.M~ 

Respectfully submitted, 

,/.;/';, ___ , __ .~f ,4, ", __ <-.- .¥-
Hannah Arendt 
Se c ret ary 



JEi/ISH CULTUHAL HiECONSTRUCTION. INC. 

~llE0rING OF BOhHD OF DIHJECTOnS i,ND ADVISOHY COI!J.1ITTEE 
December 10, 1951 

AGENDA ------
1. Distribution of Baltic Collection 

2. Refunds for Frankfurt Ceremonial Objects and 'Torah Scrolls 

3. rneJ..al and Coin Collection. Frankfurt 

4. Exchange between Libraries 

5. Microfilms -. ',jorms 

6. 1Tomination of Third Representative to JRSO Board of Directors 

7. Case of Dr. Ehrentreu 

8. Interim Activities 



JEWISH CUW\T.'¥'L lUilCOIlSTRUCTION. lIlC. 

A.NN!TAL mww1AL STAT~ 
D,O, i. 1950' .. ':' Upv. 39, 195:" 

Bank Bal/l.llce Dec. 1. 1950 

I@geipt§ 

1, From JDC-JA - R~lar :Budget 
2. From J])()..JA - Supplementary Bud.get 
3, Reimbllrsement from Institutions: 

for llooks 
for Ceremonial Objects 

4, ReflUld for Shipments Abroad. 
5. ReflUld from Individual Claim/l.llts 
6, ReflUld for CatalogUe from Scholarly 

Organizations 

Total Cash Available 

Disbursementa 

A, New York 

1, Headquarters 
a. Salari es 
b, Office Expenses 

2, Expenses for Recovery 
a. Freight, Ins. etc. for 

Incoming Shipments 
b. Photos & Miscellaneous 

3. Expenses for Distribution 
a. llooks 

(1) Salaries 
(2) Storage, Labor. Services 

& Misc. 
(3) Refund for Eeturned Items 

b. Ceremonial Objects 
(1) Salaries 
(2) Bonds. Markings & Misc. 

c. Freight & Ins, Eltpenses for 
Distribution Abroad 
(1) Books 
(2) Ceremonial Objects 

4. .l!.xoenses for indiVidual Claimants 
,;"'w. Baltic Collection 
....,.Wlementary Budget) 
a. New York Expenses 

(1) Salaries 
(2) Office Expenses 

5. Distribution of Surplus to 
Scholarly Organizations __ 
Catalogue 

6, Starr ~Iemorial FlUId 

B, Overseas 

1, Salaries 
2, LOA & Other Expenses Via l:ll.relliberg 
3. Traveling Expenses to & in Europe 

Total Expenses 

~CE DEC. 1. 1951 

$ 5,730.00 
1$.200.00 

14, 7m. 33 
1.453.80 

807.18 
1,439.70 

300.00 

10.514.47 
99£l.?ll 

1,077.88 

2,651.04 
101.69 

455.00 
Z05.54 

1,150.33 
227. 31 

1,20Z.65 
33O.7Z 

82.QI2 

iIl·718.Q1 

11,397.06 

1,377.64 

32Z.75 

lQQ.OQ 
26,109.39 

1,615.4;2 

$38,731.55 

?,?,7?4.Bl 

11,006,74 



JEWISH CUL'rURAL RECONS1IWCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New Yo~k 23, N. Y. 

MIl'ltlTES OF mE ANNUAL MEETING OF 'I'll:E CORP01lA1ION· 
December 10, 1951 

Pursuant to a notice dated November 12, 1951, a copy of which precedes these 
minutes, the annual meeting of this corporatton was held at 8:00P.M. on 
Dec~ber 10, 1951, at Professor Baron'eoffice, Columbia University, 
New York C1 ty. 

The following members of the corporation were represented at the meeting by 
their :respect1ve representatives: 

Members 

Commission on European ~ewish 
Cultural Reconst~ction 

American Friends Of the 
Hebrew University 

Council for the Protection of 
Rights & Interests of Jews 
from Germany 

Jewieh Agency fO~ Palestine 

World Jewish Congress 

Also Attending: Saul Kagan, JRSO 

Representatives 

Salo W. Baron 
Jerome Michael 

Mrs. Rose Jacobs 

Max Gruenewald 

Ben Halpern 

Wolf B1attberg 
Simon Federbush 

C. Wormann, He brew Unl versi ty ):,i brary 

EX officio: llannah Arendt 

Professor Salo W. Baron, the President of the corporation acted as chairman 
and Dr. Hannah Arendt as se<;retary of t4e meeting. 

I.· Minutes. 

Upon motion duly made and secondeo-, thelljinutes of the last annual ~eting, 
held on December2l,1950, were approved as circulated. 

II . Annual Report 

Professor Baron rendered his ~ua1 report as preeident of the corporation 
as follow",: 

A. Financial Report 

The financial ~ePort, as circulated among the members and attac4ed to these 
minutes, covered the period from December 1, 1950 to November 30, 1951. 
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During this perioa the corporation receivea $5,730.00 fram the Jewish Agency 
ana the JDC for its regular budget ana in adattion $6,200.00 to cover 
expenses connected with the restoration of books to inaividual claimants 
ana the aisposition of the Baltic collection. The corporation also receivea 
$15,241.13 from recipient institutions as reimbursement for freight ana 
connected expenses on books ana ceremonial objects shipped fram Germany to 
the United states. For the first time this income was higher than the 
allocation by the Jewish Agency and JDC. 

The total expenses for this period amountea to $27,724.81, which is sub­
stantially less than the expenses in previous years because of the closing 
of ou, depot in Germany. 

The bank balance as of December 1, 1951 was $11,006.74, but against this 
amount we have considerable liabilities, chiefly fOr operations cOnnected 
with claims to individually owned books, the Baltic collection, in-shipments 
to New York, and the closing of the New York office. 

Upon motion duly maae and eecondea, the financial report Wae approved. 

B. Activities in ~ermany 

1. Closing of the JCR Depot 

The JCR depot in Wiesbaden was closed on January 31, 1951. Since that time 
JRSO has been fully cooperating in pursuing pending claims ana recovering 
new material. 

Between November 1, 1950 and the closing of the depot in Wiesbaden, 311 
cases left Wiesbaden.Of these, 135 cases, containing approximately 15,000 
books, constituted the identifiable material of six books or more per owner, 
which are now being returned to individual claimants allover the world. Of 
the remaining 176 cases, 79 went to Israel, 55 to the United States, 15 to 
Brazil, ~O to Australia, 7 to German Jewish communities, 6 to Morocco and 
4 to BICOG. 

During this short period Dr. Lowenthal also completed the seleotion and 
shipment of approximately 30,000 books from the unidentifiable German 
language material which the military authorities had turned over to the 
Hessen government for distribution among German libraries and from which 
JCR, after airect negotiations with the Hessen government, haa received a 
share. 86 cases, including German Judaica, were shipped to Israel and 28 
to the United States. Professor Scholem informed us that the oolleotion of 
German Judaioa in these cases was especially interesting and valuable. 

82 ceremonial objects reoovered in Wiesbaden during 1950 and all the 
reoovered archival material Were shipped to Israel. 

2. New Reooveries During 1951 

a. 3,000 books were returned by the Westdeutsche Bibllothek in 
Marburg, following the publication of the decree in Hessen. 
(See B. 3. below). Of these, 1,000 were German Judaioa whioh 
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were shipped to and divided between Chile and ~razil. The other 
2,000, consisting mostly of Hebraic.a and Yiddish material, are 
still in Nuremberg. 

, . 
b. 300 Torah Scrolls ~ere recovered .from the Berlin community 
with the help of the Ge.= offices of the Joint Distributior; 
Camndttee. 20 more Torah Scrolls were recovered from various 
other sources. The Torah Scrolls were distributed as follows: 
198 were shipped to Israel via the Paris JDC offices; 12 were 
allOCated to Great Britain and 110 are now in this country and 
will be distr:1.1;)Ut",d by the Synagogue Council of America. This 
is the first ·allocation·of Torah Scrolls to United States 
congregations • 

. c. Of the oeremonial objects recovered during this period, the 
. moet important collection consisted of 487 items of Which 296 

formerly belonged to the Frankfort Jewish Museum and 191 to 
synagogues in Frankfort and vicinity. 

For all activities connected with this important recovery and 
the distribution of other minor collections, we owe a great debt 
of gra ti tude to Dr. Schoenberger, wp.o went to Germany and completed 
the difficult tas~s of negotiating with the Frankfort muniCipality 
and the Jewish oommuni ty in Frankfort, identifying the objects, 
and dividing them among Israel, the United States ~nd the Frankfort 
Jewish oommunity. 

The Frankfort .oollection was separated into museum and synagogue 
pieces •. Of the 296 museum pieces, 172 were shipped to the Jewish 
Agency in Jerusalem for distribution in Israel and 124 to this 
country. Of the 280 synagogue pieces 89 were left with the 
Frankfort Jewish community and 191 were allocated to Israeli 
congregations. 

100 ceremonial objects which had been saved from destruction by 
the Bavarian lieimat Museum in Schnaittach were also recovered. 
31 of them were left with the MUseum, 60 were shipped to Israel, 
and 19 to this countrY. 

After Dr. Schoenberger left Germany another 35 ceremonial objects 
were recovered in. Gunzenhausen. These are now on their way to 
Israel. 

d. Paintings 

During the last year 0RSO received title to: 

1) the collection of paintings formerly belonging to the Jewish 
Museum in Berlin. Dr. Landsberger, a member of the Advisory 
Committee of Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, evaluated these 
paintings and succeeded in identifying a nwnber of privately 
owned pictures whiCh had been given on ~oan ~o tp.e Jewish Museum 



-4-

in Berlin. These paintings were found and recovered in the British 
sector of Berlin, where JRSO acts as the agent of the British 
Jewish Trust Corporation, and are probably now on their way to 
Nuremberg. The question will arise as to who will be in charge of 
distribution of them, JCR or the Jewish Trust Corporation. 

2) 20 paintings formerly belonging to one of the Rothschild Old­
Age Homes. 

3. LaenAer·Decrees 

Dr. Arendt's efforts to obtain a decree by the German Laender governments 
for registration and recovery of Jewish cultural property which may turn up 
in German libraries, museums and archives in the future and which could not 
heretofore have been discovered because of the chaotic/~RFtconditions, were 
successful in Hessen and have already had their first results. Similar 
decrees by all German Laender may be very important in the future. Efforts 
have been made to draw the attention of the Jewish Trust Corporation to this 
matter. However, definite results are likely to be obtained only through 
personal negotiations. 

C. Activities in France 

1. Baltic Collection 

Thanks to the cooperation of the JDC offices in Faris we were able to keep in 
cold storage 135 cases of the Baltic collection in order to live up to our 
agreement with the United States government. Of these 135 cases, 11 were 
claimed by priVate and other owners, but it must be kept in mind that those 
books which Clearly had belonged to Eastern European Yeshivoth to which 
successors existed in the Western Hemisphere or Israel, were returned two 
years ago. 

40% of the unClaimed books of the Baltic collection went to Israel, 40% to 
the United states and 20% were left with the JDC Cultural Department in Paris, 
for distribution in Western Europe. 

2. Individually Owned Books 

The JDC offices in Paris also undertook the shipment of the individually 
owned books. Operations have started, but have not yet been completed. 
About 5,000 books of a total of 15,000 in this category have been claimed. 
The remainder will go to Israel. 

D. Acti vi ties in New York 

1. Book D~pot 

The New York book depot distributed approximately 100,000 items, including 
p8lJ1pblets and newspaper shsets·, to 11 braries in the United States and 
abroad. Periodicals and rare books were shipped to Great Britain, France, 



Swi tzerland, South Africa, Canada and Argentina. A great many periodicals 
were sent to the Hebrew University Library. In June we started the dis­
tribution of surpll,ls material which was sent to a number of Latin American 
countries, Australia, Morocco and Israeli village libraries, 

10,000 items remained which were not required by any library in the United 
States or abroad. According to an earlier decision of the Board, these 
items were prepared for distribution among the following Jewlshscho:).arly 
organizations in the United States: American Academy for Jewish Research, 
American Jew:!.sh Historical SOCiety, Conference on Jewish Relations and 
Yiddish Scientific Institute. ~ese organiZations will in turn make these 
books available to their members. 

The genere.l act:l.vities of the .book depot ended on August loth,.1.95J,.. The 
depot was reopened during the :).ast days of October for the distribution of 
the surpl,us material and the Baltic collection. With the exception of a 
few cases of the Baltic collection wi th especie.lly valuable material, the 
distribution was made in olosed cases fr9lll the pier. 

2. Ceremonial Objects 

The New YOrk depot for ceremonial. objects was closed in February 1951. 
During the period from November 1, 1950 to February 1951 approximately 900 
museU)ll objects were shipped to Latin American coUntries, SOl,lth Africa, 
France, Great Britain, and approximately 1,800 Ilynagogue objects were 
handed over to the Synagogue Council for distribution among U. S. Congre-
gations. . 

3. Individually Owped BOOks 

The New York office prepared to restore identifiable property to individual 
cla1mantsthrough newspaper announcements in the "Aufbau", the "Jewish 
Chronicle," and other organs. This resulted in continulll correspondence 
with more than 450 persons of whom Z55 were recognized as claimants. This 
whole cperation was very time-consuming beoause each case had to be handled 
on i til own meri ts. A bout 5,000 books will have been restored by th" end of 
December. The unclaimed materilll will go to Israeli libraries. 

III. InterimActivities 

During the past year we have been relying almost exclusively on the good 
se):'Vices of JESO for all the work in Germany. ~ks to the generous 
cooperation and awareness of our problems on the part of the JRSO statf 
and espeCially Messrs. Ferenz and Kagan, this arrangement has proved 
wholly satisfactory. JRSO has recovered a great number of paintings of 
non.Jewish character, whose distributio~ WIlS made in accordance with the 
advice g:tven by JCR. All, art objects ot non-Jewish character were shipped 
to Israel with the exception of a few not very valuable items, which will 
be disposed of otherwise. 

We hope to close a1;1. o~ aotivities by DeCember 31st. Npt everyi;hingwill 
have been settled. first of all; we still have justifiable hope of further 
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recoveries in Germa.ny. Many 3.i brarl.es in Germany have not yet been able 
to unpack the cases which came back from the war time caches. All kinds 
of rare books and even manuscripts have not yet been unpacked and listed. 
New finds are likely to occur in the future and this is the reason why we 
deem it very important to obtain decrees similar to the one issued by the 
government of Hessen from all German Laender. 

The chance finds are of such a precarious character that to maintain an 
office for this purpose would not be justified. Some caretaker administra­
tion will have to be provided for by the Board of Directors during the 
period When activities are suspended. The organization may be reactivated 
after two or three years. We cannot keep the organization active, but we 
must keep it alive. 

Upon motion duly mad~ and seconded, the President's Report was approved. 

Dr. Gruenewald proposed that an extensive report of the activities of JOR 
be made accessible to the general public, in printed form, if possible. 
Further discussion was postponed for the meeting of the Board of Directors. 

IV. Election of Officers 

Professor Baron opened the discussion with the suggestion that the same 
officers should remain during the care-taker administration. He also 
proposed that some way be found to associate Dr. Arendt perma.nently with 
JOR after her duties as Executive Secretary are completed. He pointed out 
that there might be some technical difficulty in appointing her director 
because our by-laws provide that directors be delegated by member organiza­
tions of the corporation. An alternative might be to elect her as one of 
the officers of the corporation. After some discussion and subject to the 
provisions of our bY-laws, Dr. Gruenewald was eleqted vice-president and 
Dr. Hannah Arendt secretary of the organiZation. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the annual meeting of the corporation was 
adjourned at 9:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

/J-WvLM~ (J/i/~Jk 
Hannah Arendt 
Secretary 



JEWISH ~TUBAL RECONSTRUCTION, INC. 
1841 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

MINU'J:'ES . OF Sl'll:CIAL· MJ!;ETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
December 10, 1951 

Pursuant to a notice dated November 12, 1951, a copy of which precedes the· 
minutes of this meeting, a Joint meeting of the Board of Direotors and 
Advisory Committee was held at 9:00 P.M., December 10, 1951, at Professor 
Baron's office, Columl;>ia Unj.versity,New York City. 

The rollowinS persons were present: 

Members of the Board: Professor Salo W. Baron, Dr. Wolf Blattberg,Rabpi 
Simon Federbush, Dr. Max Gruenewald, Dr. Ben Halpern, Mrs. Rose Jaoobs, 
:professor Jerome Michael~ . 

Members of the Advhory Committee:. Rabbi Oscar Z. Fasman, Dr. Stephen S. 
Kayser, Rabbi I. Edward Kiev, Dr. Franz Landsberger, Dr. A. M. MargaUth, 
Dr. Guido Schoenberger. . 

Bx~Of:t;iciO: Dr. l1annah Arendt, Exeoutive Seoretary 

Also present: Mr. Saul Kagan, JBSO 
Dr. C. Wormann, Hebrew University Library 

Professor Jerome Miohael, Chairman of the l;loard of Directors, acted as 
Chairman alld Dr. Haxmah Arendt as Secretary of the meeting. 

I. Minutes 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of June 4, 1951, 
were approved as oirculated. 

II. Distribution of Baltio Collection 

Dr. Arendt reported that special arrangements had been made for the distri­
bution of the Baltic oollection. Each recipient library has agreed to 
furnish JCR with a list in twel.ve copies of all items received, indicating 
those items which are duplicates 1n their own colleotion. JCR has also 
reserved the right to recall up to 15% of the allocated items, should 
another library need them to complete their special collections. This will. 
necessitate the formation of a emall committee to take care of the subsequent 
exphange betw"i'en li brariee. 

Upon motion duly made alld seconded, the President. of the corporation was 
erupowered toap:point a committee of three for this purpose. 
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III. Refund for Frankfort Ceremonial Objects and Torah Scrolls 

The expense of shipping 110 Torah Scrolls and 143 .ceremonial objects from 
Frankfort and Schnalttach for distribution in this country was greater than 
in previous years. Dr. Arendt reported that a refund of $3.00 per item 
would be necessary in the case of the ceremonial objects. As to the Toran 
Scrolls, She is still negotiating with the shipping company in order to 
reduce the freight e~penses and asked the Board to leave it to her discretion 
to fi~ the amount to be refunded. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, $3.00 ~er ceremonial object was approved. 
As to the Torah Scrolls, the amount was left open, with the proviso that it 
does not e~ceed $6.00 per scroll. 

The d.istribution of the ceremonial objects in the Frankfort and Schnaittach 
collections will be decided upon by the Advisory Committee. Th.", distri bu­
tion of the Torah Scrolls is in the hands of the Synagogue Council of 
America. 

IV. Medal and Coin Collection 

Dr. Schoenberger reported that while he was in Ge~ he discovered. the 
Goldschmidt medal and coin collection, which formerly had been part of the 
Jewish Museum, where it Was held as a permanent loan. As far as we know, 
these COillS and medals belonged to a Mr. Lorsch, .the brother-in-law of 
Mr. Goldschmidt, the collector. Dr. Narkiss, in a letter to Dr. Schoenberger, 
stated that Mr. Goldschmidt promised him this collection as a gift to the 
Bezalel Museum in Jerusalem. Goldschmidt died in 1938 and left no provision 
for this collection in his will. His legal heir, Mr. Lorsch, gave this 
COllection as a permanent loan to the Jewish MUSeum in Frankfort. At this 
moment it is not clear whether Mr. Lorsch or any legal heir to this 
collection is alive. 

Should this collection prove to be heirless property, the. problem of 
distribution will arise. Dr. Schoenberger alld Dr. Kayser pointed out that 
it is not necessary to leave this collection as a unit and that certain 
items, although not many, would be of great value to e~isting collections 
in the United States. They also pointed out that in this Case other items 
of equal value could pe given as exchange to Israel. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was decided that such period be 
devoted to the search for relatives or heirs to this collection as deemed 
necessary and if none are discovered,the distribution of these objects be 
made in ac.cordance with the advice of the Advisory Committee. 

V. Exchange between Libraries 

'l'here have been numerous requests from recipient libral:'ies to exchange such 
books Which are either duplicates or not needed by the institution. 
Dr. Arendt proposed that an exchange between our recipient libraries be 
pe~tted by JCR and that these libraries be informed of such a decision. 
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She also proposed that the P;esident be' empowered to appoint a committee 
to make decisions and settle all problems arising fl;'om .such an exchange. 

Upon motion d.ulymade and ",econded, this reco!iJ!nendation was accepted. 

VI. Microfilms -- Worm", 

Dr. Al;'endt reported that the .Jewish cammunity~rchives ·and part of the· 
Jewish Division·of the Municipal ArChives in Worms have been ro!crofilmed. 
as a kind of pilot stud.y· for microfilroing in GermanY. This involved an 
expense of only 1,000 DM. Since our microfilm project has not been· 
accepted by the Ford FoundatiOn, the question now arises where to deposit 
these microfilms which are now in the New York office. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded., it WaS d.ecid.ed. to offel;' the negatives 
to the American Jewish Archives in Cincinnati, on cond.ition that the Hebrew. 
Union College inform the other libraries of these microfilms and offer to 
make positives available to other libraries at cost. 

VI!. Representative to JBSO Board of Directors 

Upon motion d.uly made by Professor Bal;'on and second.ed, Dl;'. Arendt was 
elected the third. representative to the JRSO Board of Directors, the other 
two being Professor Michael and. Professor Baron. 

VIII. Th'" Case of Dr. Ehrentreu 

Dr. Arendt reported that in May of this year hel;' attention was called to 
the discovery of one book in one of the Yeah1 voth 11 braries, bearing the 
name Ehrentreu. No title of the book was given. Shortly thereafter 
Dr. ?hrer,treu, formerly Rabbi in Munich and. now in Lon,don, communicated 
wi th the organization and claimed this book as his. JCR ·lnformed. the . 
Yeshivah in ~~estion, but dtd. not get any satisfactory.answer because no 
title of the bool!; Was given and the Yeshivah apparently could. not search 
its whole library, that is open each book on the shelves in order to find 
the one bearing the name of Ehrentreu. 

ShortlY thereafter .Dr. Ehrentreu complained that he did hot receive 40 books 
bearing his name which had been found in Wiesba,den. Xt Was explain",d to him 
that all books which had been previously claimed were never given to JeR but 
were restltut",d. direo~ly to the owners by the proper authorities in Germany. 

Dr. Baron pointed out that JCR very re~uctantly accepted identifiable 
ind.ividually owned property and would have been happy not to ha~d.le these 
books at all. The American military authorities felt however that JCR was 
the only logiCal agency ~o handle those books for whiCh they did not receive 
claims. We therefore had to accept the job of restoring individually owned. 
identifiable property. 
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Dr. Gruenewal~, who had also received a complaint from Dr. Ehrentreu, 
suggested .that JOR send a circular letter to all recipient Jewish libraries 
asking them to be on the lookout for signed books among those which they had 
received from JCR. Dr. Arendt pointed out that cooperation could hardly be 
expected from the librarians since it would involve a tremendous amount of 
work. Dr. Gruenewald stressed that such a letter, even if not practicable, 
would be a gesture of good will on our part. 

Rabbi Kiev informed the Board that a whole oolleotion of books bearing the 
name Ehrentreu was sold through auction in thi~ country several years ago and 
that the books were then available in many bookshops. These books had to be 
sold because of unpaid storage and were bought by, among others, S. Goldman, 
180 Clinton street; The assumption was that these books belonged to 
Dr. Ehrentreu and that the book found in the Yeshivah probably did not oome 
from JCR. 

Mr. Kagan explained what the usual prooedurewas for olaimants in Germany 
and promised to oontact tpe Nuremberg offioe in order to fin.d out what 
haPpened to Dr. Ehrentreu's 40 booka. 

It was suggested that the President write a letter to Dr. Ehrentreu inform­
ing him of these facta. 

IX. InterimAotivitiea 

Dr. Baron pointed out that there wiU be many problems after the office 
oloses on January 1st. Further negotiations with the Laender governments 
may be necessa:t"J and there is the possibility that We may have to ask 
Dr. Arendt at some later date to finish the work which she started two years 
ago in Germany. It was also !3tated that Dr. Wormann will be in Germany in 
April 1952 and it was suggested that. close cooperation with Dr. Wormann be 
established. 

Dr. Baron further pointed out that it would not be necessary for the Board 
to meet 1.n regular session as in the past, but rather to wor!l; through smaU 
committe.es on speci fie jobs. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted 

( , / vC. ;,:",R I i·l (,,- '! .' ,-ti!, 

Hannah Arend.t 
Secretary 


