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THE JEWISH FAMILY 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The Lord God s a i d : , I t i s not good t h a t the man s h o u l d 
be a l o n e ; I w i l l make a h e l p mate f o r him... 
T h e r e f o r e a man s h a l l l e a v e h i s f a t h e r and mother and c l e a v e 
t o h i s w i f e and they s h a l l be one f l e s h . (Genesis 2:18, 24) 
And God c r e a t e d man i n H i s image; i n the image of God He 
c r e a t e d him; male and female He c r e a t e d them. God b l e s s e d 
them and s a i d t o them: "Be f r u i t f u l and m u l t i p l y and r e ­
p l e n i s h the e a r t h and have dominion over i t . . . ' ( Genesis 
1:27, 28) 

Tn t h e s e v e r s e s from the opening c h a p t e r s of the book of 
G e n e s i s , we see c l e a r l y d e l i n e a t e d the c e n t r a l i t y and s i g n i f i ­
cance of marriage and c h i l d r e n the f a m i l y i n human e x i s t e n c e . 
M a r r i a g e i s p a r t of the n a t u r a l o r d e r o f t h i n g s , the proper s t a t e 
f o r a man and woman who, as two s i d e s o f the same c o i n , f i n d t h e i r 
g r e a t e s t f u l f i l l m e n t when they are l i n k e d t o g e t h e r by bonds of 
s o c i a l , e m o t i o n a l and p h y s i c a l i n t i m a c y . Another e s s e n t i a l and 
n a t u r a l p a r t o f t h a t o r d e r i s the b e a r i n g and r a i s i n g o f c h i l d r e n 
t o s u s t a i n the s p e c i e s , t o make sure t h a t humanity endures t o f i l l 
i t s r o l e as steward o f God's w o r l d , and by e x p r e s s i n g l o v e and 
t e n d e r n e s s i n the n u r t u r e of another t o e x p e r i e n c e the wonder of 
the r e b i r t h of l i f e and the immortal c h a i n o f b e i n g which i s human 
e x i s t e n c e . 

The essence of J e w i s h f a i t h i s an a f f i r m a t i o n t h a t the w o r l d 
God c r e a t e d i s good. T h e r e f o r e e v e r y t h i n g t h a t c o n t r i b u t e s t o 
i t s c o n t i n u a n c e , t o i t s growth, e v e r y t h i n g t h a t i s n a t u r a l , i s 
good. 

The e n t i r e J e w i s h v a l u e system emphasizes the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
marriage and the f a m i l y . When a new-born c h i l d i s ushered i n t o 
the e t e r n a l covenant of the J e w i s h people and i t s God, we e x c l a i m 
" j u s t as (s)he has e n t e r e d the covenant, so may (s')he a t t a i n t o 
the l i f e of Torah, marriage and good deeds." While i t may be 
p r e c i p i t o u s t o concern o n e s e l f w i t h the marriage p r o s p e c t s of an 
e i g h t day o l d c h i l d , the p r a y e r e x p r e s s e s the J e w i s h v i s i o n of 
the s o r t of l i f e t h a t a c h i l d s h o u l d l e a d . I t s h o u l d have the 
e t e r n a l dimension o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the covenant between God and 
I s r a e l ; i t s h o u l d be a l i f e concerned w i t h the study o f God's 
t e a c h i n g s and w i t h i n c o r p o r a t i n g them i n t o p r a c t i c e ; i t s h o u l d 
be a l i f e o f moral and compassionate b e h a v i o r and i t s h o u l d be 
a f u l l l i f e shared w i t h a n o t h e r w i t h whom one may b u i l d a f a m i l y 
and t h e r e b y c o n t r i b u t e t o the l i f e of I s r a e l and o f humanity. 
So s i g n i f i c a n t i s marriage as a J e w i s h v a l u e , t h a t the i d e a l c h a r ­
a c t e r type i n our t r a d i t i o n , the s c h o l a r - r a b b i , i s expected t o be 
m a r r i e d . Synagogues and communities were l o a t h t o engage a 
b a c h e l o r r a b b i , however d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i s l e a r n i n g and p i e t y , 
s i n c e b a c h e l o r s t a t u s c o n s t i t u t e d a moral b l e m i s h , a symbol of 
an i n c o m p l e t e l i f e . As i t i s s t a t e d i n the P a l e s t i n i a n Talmud, 



-2-

"A man w i t h o u t a w i f e e x i s t s w i t h o u t j o y , w i t h o u t b l e s s i n g , w i t h ­
out good." 

The r a t i o n a l o r d e r i n c l u d e d c h i l d r e n as w e l l as mates. When 
God a s s u r e s Abram and speaks o f g r e a t reward f o r him, Abram's 
r e t o r t i s , "What can you g i v e me s i n c e I am c h i l d l e s s ? " Abraham's 
q u e s t , h i s dream, i s f o r a son by h i s w i f e Sarah, a c h i l d who w i l l 
c o n f i r m h i s d e s t i n y and promise c o n t i n u a n c e and meaning f o r h i s 
l i n e . So i m p o r t a n t t o t h e p a t t e r n of J e w i s h e x i s t e n c e i s t h e con­
c e r n of Abraham and Sarah f o r a c h i l d t h a t the s e l e c t i o n r e l a t i n g 
t o the b i r t h of Isaac was o r d a i n e d as the P e n t a t e u c h a l r e a d i n g 
f o r RoshHaShanah, the J e w i s h New Year. J u s t as we acknowledge 
God's c r e a t i o n o f the n a t u r a l o r d e r on t h a t day, so t o o we acknow­
ledge God's p r o v i d e n t i a l a c t i v i t y i n the c r e a t i o n o f t h e people 
I s r a e l on t h a t day by emphasizing t h a t God remembered Sarah and 
p e r m i t t e d her t o c o n c e i v e by Abraham. In f a c t , one way of under­
s t a n d i n g t h e J e w i s h people i s as a cosmic f a m i l y . Abraham and 
Sarah are the p a r e n t s and we are a l l c h i l d r e n . Every one who con­
v e r t s t o our f a i t h - f e l l o w s h i p becomes a new-born s p i r i t u a l c h i l d 
of Abraham and Sarah as w e l l . I t i s as i n d i v i d u a l s , each c r e a t e d 
i n God's image, but each a p a r t of a l a r g e r whole, the f a m i l y , 
t h a t we f i n d our d e s t i n y and our meaning. 

A f f i r m i n g t h a t Judaism e x t o l s the s t a t e s of matrimony and 
parenthood, and l o o k s w i t h f a v o r upon the f a m i l y , i s not t o ob­
sc u r e the f a c t t h a t the B i b l e i s r e p l e t e w i t h examples of the 
problems which marriage and c h i l d r e n and f a m i l i e s b r i n g i n t h e i r 
wake . 

We d e t e c t t h e f i r s t example of i n c i p i e n t t e n s i o n between 
husband and w i f e i n Adam's a t t r i b u t i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r e a t i n g 
the f o r b i d d e n f r u i t t o t h e woman whom God had g i v e n him. No more 
t r a g i c example of s i b l i n g r i v a l r y can be found than the r e s e n t ­
ment of C a i n toward A b e l which c u l m i n a t e s i n the l a t t e r ' s death 
at the hands of the former. No more f a s c i n a t i n g example o f a 
f a m i l y a r r a y e d a g a i n s t i t s e l f can be found than i n the home of 
Isaac and Rebecca which sees r i v a l r y between the two sons, the 
f a v o r i n g o f each son by a d i f f e r e n t p a r e n t and the c o l l u s i o n o f 
mother and son i n d e c e i v i n g the f a t h e r and the o t h e r son. No 
more p a i n f u l lament can be found than t h a t of David who e x p e r i ­
enced the r e b e l l i o n and subsequent death o f h i s son Absalom: 
"Oh Absalom, my son, my son. Would t h a t I had d i e d f o r you!" 

F a m i l i e s , t h e n , do have t h e i r problems, but t h e b e n e f i t s 
of companionship and s h a r i n g , of e x p e r i e n c i n g the wonder of the 
c o n t i n u a n c e o f l i f e , and the a b i l i t y t o n u r t u r e i n l o v e and t o r e ­
c e i v e l o v e i n r e t u r n , the sense t h a t one p a r t i c i p a t e s i n the on­
g o i n g stream of l i f e of mankind and of the J e w i s h p e o p l e , t h e s e , 
i n the b i b l i c a l v i e w , were v a l u e s which f a r outweighed the prob­
lems which must i n e v i t a b l y o c c u r when people b u i l d l i v e s t o g e t h e r . 
M a r r i a g e , c h i l d r e n , the f a m i l y , were g r e a t goods, s e l f - e v i d e n t 
goods, r a r e l y needing l o n g and extended j u s t i f i c a t i o n s . 



-3-

The F a m i l y Today 

During the l a s t two decades, t h e r e has been a c l e a r change 
i n a t t i t u d e s towards m a r r i a g e , t o c h i l d r e n , t o the f a m i l y . I f 
as some s c h o l a r s s u g g e s t , the n u c l e a r f a m i l y i s a w e l l - n i g h 
u n i v e r s a l phenomenon i n a l l c u l t u r e s , t h e r e i s a s m a l l but i n ­
c r e a s i n g group of people i n American s o c i e t y who are t r y i n g con­
s c i o u s l y t o undermine t h i s u n i v e r s a l tendency by a r g u i n g a g a i n s t 
m a r r i a g e , by r e f u s i n g t o have c h i l d r e n , by a d v o c a t i n g l i a i s o n s and 
arrangements which are not n a t u r a l s i n c e they cannot c o n t r i b u t e 
t o the p e r p e t u a t i o n o f l i f e , t o c o n t i n u a n c e o f the s p e c i e s . The 
f a m i l y appears t o be under a t t a c k and i n d e c l i n e . Books w i t h r e ­
a s s u r i n g and r e a f f i r m i n g t i t l e s as Here t o Stay argue t h a t the 
danger to the f a m i l y as an i n s t i t u t i o n i s much o v e r s t a t e d , but 
the e x i s t e n c e o f books w i t h such t i t l e s i n d i c a t e s the i n s t a b i l i t y 
the f a m i l y i s e x p e r i e n c i n g . I f , as r e c e n t surveys r e p o r t , most 
Americans i n t e n d t o marry and have c h i l d r e n , a growing number 
don't and c l a i m they won't. Homosexual r e l a t i o n s h i p s have been 
lauded as an a u t h e n t i c a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e h e t e r o s e x u a l i t y which 
has been dominant i n v i r t u a l l y a l l c u l t u r e s from time immemorial. 

While some base t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n t o t r a d i t i o n a l m a r riage 
and t h e b e a r i n g of c h i l d r e n on p h i l o s o p h i c a l o r p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n s , o t h e r s have, w i t h o u t b e n e f i t o f t h e o r y , e i t h e r 
t e m p o r a r i l y or permanently opted f o r a n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l l i f e s t y l e . 
Thus, the number of Americans who have been d i v o r c e d grows from 
year t o y e a r , w i t h a consequent r i s e i n the number of s i n g l e 
parent f a m i l i e s d o t t i n g the l a n d s c a p e . S i m i l a r l y , the i n c i d e n c e 
of unmarried h e t e r o s e x u a l c o p u l e s l i v i n g t o g e t h e r has more than 
doubled i n the l a s t decade. Thus, almost f o r t y p e r c e n t of tfee 
households i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s a r e o t h e r than those o f n u c l e a r 
f a m i l i e s . 

More s i g n i f i c a n t , perhaps, than t h e f a c t of changing r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p s , i s t h e d i s t i n c t change i n a t t i t u d e s t o marriage and t o 
c h i l d r e n which have developed i n r e c e n t t i m e s . While most young 
people i n a c t u a l i t y b u i l d o r p l a n t o b u i l d l i v e s w i t h spouses and 
c h i l d r e n , t h e r e i s an i n c r e a s i n g acceptance o f the r i g h t s of 
o t h e r s t o b u i l d t h e i r l i v e s i n n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l ways. In f a c t , 
a c c o r d i n g t o D a n i e l Y a n k e l o v i c h ' s p r o v o c a t i v e r e c e n t s t u d y , New 
R u l e s , o n l y twenty p e r c e n t of Americans can be deemed t o be 
s t r a i g h t u p h o l d e r s o f t r a d i t i o n a l mores any more. The v a s t m a j o r i t y 
are e i t h e r a c t i v e advocates of an a l t e r a t i o n o f v a l u e s or are 
p a s s i v e l y w i l l i n g l y t o l i v e and l e t l i v e , l o a t h t o view new forms 
of b e h a v i o r as i n h e r e n t l y wrong. Thus, i n a survey t a k e n i n 19 78, 
o n l y 2 5 p e r c e n t o f Americans viewed women who e l e c t e d t o r e ­
main unmarried as s i c k , n e u r o t i c o r immoral as c o n t r a s t e d w i t h 
e i g h t y p e r c e n t some twenty-one y e a r s e a r l i e r . T h i r t y - s e v e n p e r ­
cent thought p r e m a r i t a l sex t o be m o r a l l y wrong as compared t o 
an overwhelming e i g h t y - f i v e p ercent i n 1967, t w e l v e y e a r s b e f o r e . 
S e v e n t y - f i v e p e r c e n t f e l t i t was m o r a l l y a c c e p t a b l e t o be s i n g l e 
and have c h i l d r e n . F i f t y - t w o p e r c e n t found n o t h i n g m o r a l l y wrong 
w i t h c o u p l e s l i v i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h o u t m a r r i a g e . F i n a l l y , o n l y 
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twenty-one percent wanted t o r e t u r n t o the s t a n d a r d s of the past 
w i t h r e g a r d t o such m a t t e r s as s e x u a l mores , super h o u s e c l e a n i n g 
and women kee p i n g t o t h e i r home and not v e n t u r i n g i n t o the market­
p l a c e . 

To Y a n k e l o v i c h , the d r i v e f o r s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t u n d e r l i e s t h i s 
a l t e r a t i o n of a t t i t u d e . I t i s o f t e n m a i n t a i n e d at the expense 
of v a l u e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the f a m i l y , v a l u e s which seem t o s t a n d 
i n the way of s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t . As might be e x p e c t e d , such a t t i ­
tudes are most l i k e l y t o be h e l d by the young, the w e l l - e d u c a t e d , 
t h e c i t y d w e l l e r . Thus an atmosphere has been c r e a t e d i n which 
t h e r e i s growing a c c e p t a n c e , i f not a p p r o v a l , of a l t e r n a t i v e s 
t o t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y l i v i n g . 

When t h i s . r a b b i came t o Manhattan i n 1969, t o serve as r a b b i 
o f a c o n g r e g a t i o n t h e r e , he used t o meet f r e q u e n t l y w i t h c o u p l e s 
who came t o i n q u i r e about m a r r i a g e . Even then the m a j o r i t y were 
l i v i n g t o g e t h e r , some f o r l o n g p e r i o d s o f t i m e . In t h e succeed­
i n g decade t h i s tendency has c e r t a i n l y become more marked. Most 
of the c o u p l e s were p r o f e s s i o n a l s f u n c t i o n i n g w i t h i n the w o r l d 
o f c o r p o r a t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s , p a r t o f the system, but h a v i n g 
a t t i t u d e s which c l e a r l y d i f f e r from those o f t h e i r p a r e n t s ' gen­
e r a t i o n . They were o n l y t h e t i p o f the i c e b e r g ; r a b b i s are r a r e l y 
approached by those who view marriage w i t h a d i s t i n c t l y c r i t i c a l 
eye. 

J e w i s h f a m i l y l i v i n g i s t h r e a t e n e d not o n l y from w i t h o u t by 
new and i n i m i c a l s e n t i m e n t s and a t t i t u d e s . I t i s t h r e a t e n e d 
from w i t h i n , t o o , by the e r o s i o n of d i s t i n c t i v e J e w i s h p a t t e r n s 
of l i v i n g . S i n c e one of Judaism's pre-eminent g o a l s i s t o p r o ­
v i d e f o r h o l i n e s s i n l i v i n g , t h e home and f a m i l y loomed l a r g e i n 
the J e w i s h scheme of t h i n g s , a f f o r d i n g s p i r i t u a l meaning and es­
t h e t i c d e l i g h t t o J e w i s h p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n . P u b l i c w o r s h i p 
and s c r i p t u r a l study were but p a r t o f a s a c r e d system which found 
i t s g r e a t e s t r e a l i z a t i o n i n the home, i n f a m i l y sedarim and home 
Sukkot c e l e b r a t i o n s . The synagogue was a complement t o the home; 
the home was the prime c e n t e r f o r the s o a r i n g of the s p i r i t . 

Two scenes i n the movie v e r s i o n o f P h i l i p Roth's Goodbye 
Columbus e p i t o m i z e the c r i s i s o f the contemporary J e w i s h f a m i l y . 
In one scene, N e i l Klugman, the p r o t a g o n i s t , asks h i s aunt w i t h 
whom he l i v e s why he and the aunt and u n c l e never eat t o g e t h e r . 
The a u n t , s u r p r i s e d at the q u e s t i o n , stammers t h a t s i n c e every 
one l i k e s d i f f e r e n t f o o d , t h e r e i s no reason t o do so. L a t e r i n 
the f i l m , Klugman d i n e s w i t h the f a m i l y of h i s wealthy g i r l 
f r i e n d i n the s p l e n d o r of her l a r g e suburban home. There, the 
f a m i l y t o be s u r e , d i n e s t o g e t h e r w i t h a s e r v a n t t o a t t e n d t o 
t h e i r needs, but t h e r e i s s t i l l no communication at the t a b l e . 
These two scenes suggest a t h i r d , a m i s s i n g scene. I t d e p i c t s 
a J e w i s h f a m i l y c e n e b r a t i n g the Sabbath w i t h r i t u a l s and sym­
b o l s which b i n d a l l members t o g e t h e r , g i v i n g them shared e x p e r i ­
ences and an avenue f o r communication, cememting them as a f a m i l y 
i n time and f o r a l l t i m e . 
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Once Jews took f o r g r a n t e d t h a t f a m i l i e s and c h i l d r e n were 
among the normal g o a l s o f human l i f e . Once Jews knew t h a t t h e i r 
f a m i l y l i f e was s u f f u s e d w i t h a quest f o r kedushah which gave 
a l l f a m i l y members a sense o f purpose and an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t h e i r p l a c e i n the scheme of t h i n g s . T h i s i s not the case today. 
Thus, i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t the J e w i s h community a r t i c u l a t e the im­
p o r t a n c e of the f a m i l y i n the c r e a t i o n of f u l l and m e a n i n g f u l 
l i v e s and i n the c r e a t i o n of a c a r i n g community. I t i s i m p o r t a n t , 
t o o , t h a t t h e r e be a r e a s s e r t i o n o f the primacy o f J e w i s h v a l u e s 
i f the J e w i s h f a m i l y i s t o endure and t o t h r i v e . That f a m i l y w i l l 
be d i f f e r e n t i n some ways from the f a m i l y of a c e n t u r y o r even o f 
a g e n e r a t i o n ago, but i n i t s broad c o n t o u r s i t w i l l remain s t e a d ­
f a s t t o the ethos o f our t r a d i t i o n . 
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The F a m i l y i n J e w i s h T r a d i t i o n -- A P o s i t i v e View 

J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n r e g a r d e d the f a m i l y as a x i o m a t i c 
i n the scheme o f t h i n g s , p a r t o f the d i v i n e o r d e r whose 
i d e a l was shelom b a y i t , a house of peace and contentment, 
an atmosphere o f harmony and completeness. I n the t r a c t a t e 
Yebamoth o f the Talmud t h i s i d e a l i s a p t l y e x p r e s s e d : 

"He who l o v e s h i s w i f e as much as h i m s e l f , who 
honors her more than h i m s e l f , who guides h i s sons 
and daughters i n t h e r i g h t path and arranges f o r 
t h e i r m a r r i a g e s as they approach m a t u r i t y , about 
him the B i b l e s a y s , "And you s h a l l know t h a t your 
t e n t i s i n peace." 

Shelom b a y i t was so s i g n i f i c a n t a g o a l t h a t God, as i t 
were, p e r m i t t e d H i s name t o be e f f a c e d i n b i t t e r waters i n the 
Sotah r i t u a l r e q u i r e d o f su s p e c t e d a d u l t e r e s s e s , so t h a t 
husband and w i f e c o u l d be r e c o n c i l e d . The l e s s o n was t h a t 
no e f f o r t s s h o u l d be spared t o m a i n t a i n o r t o r e s t o r e domestic 
peace. T r u t h c o u l d be suspended; l e g a l r e q u i r e m e n t s c o u l d 

be r e l a x e d . Most i n s t r u c t i v e i n t h i s r e g a r d s i s t h i s m i d r a s h , 
t h i s r a b b i n i c a l h o m i l y : 

Rabbi M e i r used t o preach on Sabbath n i g h t s . A 
woman came t o l i s t e n t o him. H i s drashah r a n over 
(a r a b b i n i c problem even i n those days)and the 
woman w a i t e d u n t i l he had f i n i s h e d . She came home 
and found t h e l i g h t o u t . Her husband asked h e r : 
"Where were you?' She responded, ' I was l i s t e n i n g 
t o a p r e a c h e r . 1 The husband u t t e r e d an oath and 
s a i d , 'Don't come back u n t i l you have s p i t i n the 
f a c e o f t h a t p r e a c h e r ' . So she remained away two, 
t h r e e weeks. F i n a l l y , her n e i g h b o r s s a i d t o h e r : 
,You r e a l l y had q u i t e a q u a r r e l ; w e ' l l go w i t h you 
t o the p r e a c h e r ( f o r a d v i c e ) ' . When Rabbi M e i r 
saw h e r coming, he understood the s i t u a t i o n by 
means o f hea v e n l y i n s p i r a t i o n and asked, 'Which one 
o f you knows the a r t of c u r i n g a p a i n by s p i t t i n g i n 
the eye?' Her n e i g h b o r s t o l d the woman, , S p i t i n 
h i s eye and y o u ' l l be a b l e t o r e t u r n t o your 
husband." As she s a t b e f o r e him, she r e c o i l e d i n 
f e a r and s a i d , 'Rabbi, I don't know t h i s h e a l i n g 
p r o c e d u r e . ' He responded, ' S p i t i n my f a c e seven 
times and I ' l l be c u r e d . " She d i d as she was bidden 
and he (Rabbi M e i r ) c o n c l u d e d , ,Go t e l l your husband 
t h a t you have s p i t i n my f a c e , not once, but seven 
times.' 

H i s s t u d e n t s t h e n s a i d t o him: I s n ' t t h i s demeaning 
the Torah? ' ',No,' Rabbi M e i r r e p l i e d , ' I am 
e m u l a t i n g God who, as Rabbi Ishmael p r o c l a i m e d , 
f e l t peace was so i m p o r t a n t t h a t He p e r m i t t e d H i s 
name t o be b l o t t e d out i n o r d e r t o b r i n g about peace 
between a man and h i s w i f e . ' 
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I f we have a p i c t u r e o f i d y l l i c home l i f e , i t i s perhaps 
t o be found i n the Eshet H a y i l , the l a s t c h a p t e r of P r o v e r b s , 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e c i t e d on Sabbath eve by the husband i n honor 
of h i s w i f e . 

A woman o f v a l o r who can f i n d ? 
Her worth i s f a r g r e a t e r than j e w e l s . 

Her husband g i v e s her h i s c o n f i d e n c e 
And he i s w e l l compensated ( f o r i t ) ; 

She rewards him w i t h good and not harm, 
A l l the days o f her l i f e . 

She seeks out wool and f l a x , 
And d e l i g h t s t o work w i t h her hands. 

She i s l i k e the s h i p s o f the merchants, 
As she b r i n g s h e r p r o v i s i o n s from a f a r . 

She r i s e s w h i l e i t i s s t i l l n i g h t 
To p r o v i d e food f o r h e r ho u s e h o l d , 
And g i v e i n s t r u c t i o n s t o her maids. 

She examines a f i e l d and buys i t , 
From her e a r n i n g s she p l a n t s a v i n e y a r d . 

She g i r d s her s t r o n g l o i n s 
And goes t o work w i t h a w i l l . 

She samples merchandise t o be sure i t i s good; 
Her lamp burns l a t e a t n i g h t . 

She puts her hand t o the s p i n d l e w h o r l , 
And h e r f i n g e r s p l y the s p i n d l e . 

She opens her hands t o the u n f o r t u n a t e , 
And s t r e t c h e s out her arms to the poor. 

She does not f e a r f o r her f a m i l y when i t snows, 
For a l l of them are doubly c l o t h e d . 

She makes her own bedcovers; 
She c l o t h e s h e r s e l f i n f i n e l i n e n and dyed wool. 

Her husband i s w e l l known at the gates , 
Where he s i t s w i t h the e l d e r s o f the c i t y . 

She makes a wrapper and s e l l s i t . 
And s u p p l i e s a sash t o the merchant. 

Her c l o t h i n g i s o f q u a l i t y and e l e g a n t . 
She h a p p i l y l o o k s forward t o the morrow. 

When she opens her mouth she speaks w i s e l y , 
And k i n d l y i n s t r u c t i o n i s on her tongue. 

She watches c l o s e l y what goes on i n her h o u s e h o l d , 
And p e r m i t s no one t o eat food i n i d l e n e s s . 

Her sons r i s e t o pronounce b l e s s i n g s on h e r , 
Her husband, t o o , s i n g s her p r a i s e s : 

"Many women have proved t h e i r w o r t h , 
But you have sur p a s s e d them a l l . " 

Charm i s d ^ i t f u l and beauty i s f l e e t i n g ; 
The i n t t x i ^ ^ e n t woman (who r e v e r e n c e s the Lord) 

i s the one d e s e r v i n g p r a i s e . 
Give h e r the reward she has earned. 

And l e t the gatet> r i n g w i t h p r a i s e of her deeds. 
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The f i r s t p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s i d e a l 
was a proper m a r r i a g e , t h e n , as now, no s m a l l t a s k . Much o f 
Genesis i s o c c u p i e d w i t h the quest o f Abraham's s e r v a n t f o r a 
s u i t a b l e w i f e f o r Isaac and w i t h J a c o b i s s e r v i t u d e and t r a v a i l 
i n o r d e r t o marry h i s b e l o v e d R a c h e l . These b i b l i c a l s t o r i e s 
and many o t h e r s r e v e a l the l o v e and companionship o f husband and 
w i f e , and t o the B i b l e ' s c r e d i t , show as w e l l the problems which 
i n e v i t a b l y come about when two people l i v e t o g e t h e r . Judaism i s , 
a f t e r a l l , not f o r a n g e l s , but f o r human bei n g s and as such even 
i t s most e x a l t e d i d e a l s can o n l y be i m p e r f e c t l y r e a l i z e d . 

P r o b a b l y no i n s t i t u t i o n has been more i d e a l i z e d i n J e w i s h 
l i f e t han m a r r i a g e . I t was viewed as the p e r f e c t s t a t e f o r 
human b e i n g s . M a r r i a g e imagery was employed i n d e s c r i b i n g the 
i n t i m a c y and i n t e n s i t y o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p between God and the 
Je w i s h p e o p l e . Thus, the prophet Hosea understands God t o say: 

I w i l l b e t r o t h you ( I s r a e l ) t o me f o r e v e r , 
I w i l l b e t r o t h you t o me i n r i g h t e o u s n e s s , 
and i n j u s t i c e , and i n l o v i n g k i n d n e s s , and 
i n compassion. And I w i l l b e t r o t h you t o 
Me i n f a i t h f u l n e s s , and you s h a l l know the 
Lord. 

Every weekday, t r a d i t i o n a l Jews r e a f f i r m t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h the C r e a t o r as they wind the t e f i l l i n s t r a p s around t h e i r 
arm and head r e c i t i n g the same b e t r o t h a l f o r m u l a o f Hosea. 

I s r a e l ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the Shabbat, the c o r n e r s t o n e 
o f the J e w i s h way o f l i f e , i s a l s o viewed as a marriage w i t h 
the Sabbath s e r v i n g as I s r a e l ' s b r i d e . 

Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai t a u g h t : Shabbat s t o o d 
b e f o r e the Holy One, B l e s s e d be He and s a i d : 
Master of the U n i v e r s e , every b e i n g , every 
t h i n g has a soulmate, but I don't have a mate! 
The Holy One B l e s s e d be He responded: 
The c o n g r e g a t i o n o f I s r a e l w i l l be your mate. 
When I s r a e l s t o o d b e f o r e Mount S i n a i , God 
t o l d them: Remember what I t o l d Shabbat: 
The c o n g r e g a t i o n o f I s r a e l w i l l be your 
husband. As i t i s w r i t t e n (Exodus 20) 
Remember the Sabbath l ' k a d s h o , t o keep i t 
h o l y , which a l s o means t o b e t r o t h i t i n m a r r i a g e . 

Thus, i n a cosmic sense, l i f e w i t h o u t the bonds o f l o v e 
and s h a r i n g , which marriage r e p r e s e n t s , was an i n c o m p l e t e l i f e . 
What was t r u e i n the w o r l d - o r d e r was t r u e f o r i n d i v i d u a l s as 
w e l l . M a r r i a g e was a n e c e s s a r y source o f f u l f i l l m e n t and complete­
n e s s , i n p r o v i d i n g companionship and l o v e . The J e w i s h wedding 
s e r v i c e s t r e s s e s t h i s i n the Sheva B e r a k h o t , the seven b l e s s i n g s 
r e c i t e d d u r i n g the second p a r t o f the ceremony. 

Grant p e r f e c t joy t o these l o v i n g companions, 
as You d i d t o the f i r s t man and woman i n the 
Garden o f Eden. P r a i s e d are You, 0 L o r d , Who 
g r a n t s the joy o f b r i d e and groom. 
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P r a i s e d are You, 0 Lord our God, King of 
the u n i v e r s e , sho c r e a t e d j o y and gla d n e s s 
b r i d e and groom, m i r t h , song, d e l i g h t and 
r e j o i c i n g , l o v e and harmony, peace and 
companionship. 0 Lord our God, may t h e r e 
e v e r be heard i n the c i t i e s o f Judah and 
i n the s t r e e t s o f J e r u s a l e m v o i c e s o f j o y 
and g l a d n e s s , v o i c e s of b r i d e and groom, 
the j u b i l a n t v o i c e s of those j o i n e d i n 
marriage under the b r i d a l canopy, the 
v o i c e s o f young people f e a s t i n g and s i n g i n g . 
P r a i s e d are You, 0 L o r d , who causes the 
groom t o r e j o i c e w i t h h i s b r i d e . 

J e w i s h marriage i s k i d d u s h i n , an a c t of s a n c t i f i c a t i o n . 
I t p l a c e s w i t h i n a framework o f s p e c i a l n e s s and e x c l u s i v i t y 
the t o t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p o f a man and a woman. I t i s a r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p i n which sex i s p e r s o n a l i z e d i n a union w i t h a 
mean i n g f u l o t h e r , the person one l o v e s and w i t h whom one has 
chosen t o b u i l d , amidst t r i a l s and t r i u m p h s , a l i f e t o g e t h e r . 

Judaism understands and a c c l a i m s the r e a l i t y and s i g n i f i c a n c e 
o f l o v e . The Song o f Songs i s a moving c o l l e c t i o n o f 
p a s s i o n a t e l o v e p o e t r y which was c a n o n i z e d i n the B i b l e because 
the r a b b i s saw i n the v i t a l p a s s i o n o f human bein g s a r e f l e c t i o n 
of the t r a n s c e d e n t l o v e o f God and I s r a e l . 

I t stands on i t s own as w e l l as a c e l e b r a t i o n of l o v e . 

Oh, g i v e me the k i s s e s o f your 
mouth 

For you l o v e i s more d e l i g h t f u l than 
wine . 

Your ointments y i e l d a sweet f r a g r a n c e , 
Your name i s l i k e f i n e s t o i l --
T h e r e f o r e do maidens l o v e you. 
Draw me a f t e r you, l e t us run! 
The K i n g has brought me t o h i s chambers. 
Let us d e l i g h t and r e j o i c e i n your l o v e , 
S a v o r i n g i t more than wine --
L i k e new wine they l o v e you! 

I am dark,but comely, 
0 daughters o f J e r u s a l e m --
L i k e the t e n t s o f Kedar, 
L i k e the p a v i l i o n s of Solomon. 
Don't s t a r e a t me because I am swar t h y , 
Because the sun has gazed upon me. 
My mother's sons q u a r r e l e d w i t h ' me. 
They made me guard the v i n e y a r d s ; 
My own v i n e y a r d I d i d not guard. 

T e l l me, you whom I l o v e so w e l l ; 
Where do you p a s t u r e your sheep? 
Where do you r e s t them a t noon? 
Let me not be as one who s t r a y s 
Beside the f l o c k s o f your f e l l o w s . 
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I f you do not know, 0 f a i r e s t o f women, 
Go f o l l o w the t r a c k s o f the sheep, 
And graze your k i d s 
By the camps o f the shepherds. 

I have made you l o o k , my d a r l i n g , 
L i k e a mare i n Pharoh's c h a r i o t s : 
Your cheeks are comely w i t h p l a i t e d 

w r e a t h s , 
Your neck w i t h s t r i n g s o f j e w e l s . 
We w i l l add wreaths o f g o l d 
To your spangles of s i l v e r . 

While the k i n g was on h i s couch, 
My nard gave f o r t h i t s f r a g r a n c e . 
My b e l o v e d t o me i s a bag o f myrrh 
Lodged between my b r e a s t s . 
My b e l o v e d t o me i s a spray o f henna 

blooms. 
From the v i n e y a r d s of En-gedi. 

Ah, you are f a i r , my d a r l i n g , 
Ah, you are f a i r , 
With your d o v e - l i k e eyes'. 
And you, my b e l o v e d , a r e handsome, 
B e a u t i f u l i n d e e d ! 
Our couch i s i n a bower; 
Cedars are the beams o f our house, 
Cypresses the r a f t e r s . 

S t a r t i n g a marriage on proper b a s i s was so im p o r t a n t t h a t 
Deuteronomy 24 exempts a new groom from the d r a f t d u r i n g the 
f i r s t y e a r of marriage so t h a t "he may b r i n g d e l i g h t t o the 
w i f e he has t a k e n . " T h i s d e l i g h t had an obvious s e x u a l dimension. 
I t was the o b l i g a t i o n of the groom t o do a l l i n h i s power t o 
p r o v i d e h i s w i f e w i t h s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and f u l f i l l m e n t . 
Shabbat, the day o f h o l i n e s s , was p r e e m i n e n t l y a day of s e x u a l 
d e l i g h t most a p p r o p r i a t e f o r r e l a t i o n s between husband and w i f e . 

I n r a b b i n i c Judaism, t h e r e f o r e , sex i s a boon to be s a n c t i f i e d . 
I n k a b b a l a h , the s e x u a l a c t i n marriage t a k e s on m y s t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
I g g e r e t HaKodesh, a remarkable k a b b a i i s t i c work o f the t h i r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y e x p l a i n s : 

Know t h a t the s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e o f man 
w i t h h i s w i f e i s h o l y and pure when done 
p r o p e r l y , i n the pr o p e r time and w i t h 
the p roper i n t e n t i o n . No one s h o u l d 
t h i n k t h a t s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e i s u g l y 
and loathsome, God f o r b i d ! P r oper 
s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e i s c a l l e d "knowing" 
(Genesis 4:1) f o r good r e a s o n . As i t 
i s s a i d , "And Elkanah knew h i s w i f e 
Hannah" ( I Samuel 1:19)... 
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We the p o s s e s s o r s of the Holy Torah b e l i e v e 
t h a t God, may He be p r a i s e d , c r e a t e d a l l , as 
Hi s wisdom d e c r e e d , and d i d not c r e a t e a n y t h i n g 
u g l y or shameful. For i f s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e 
were r e p u l s i v e , then the r e p r o d u c t i v e organs 
are a l s o r e p u l s i v e . The Holy One, b l e s s e d 
be He, c r e a t e d them by H i s word. "Hath He 
not made t h e e , and e s t a b l i s h e d t h e e ? " 
(Deuteronomy 32:6)... 

Know t h a t the male i s the mystery o f wisdom 
and the female i s the mystery o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g . . . 

I f s o , i t f o l l o w s t h a t p roper s e x u a l union can 
be a means of s p i r i t u a l e l e v a t i o n when i t i s 
p r o p e r l y p r a c t i c e d . . . 

...you w i l l understand what th e sages o f b l e s s e d 
memory meant i n s a y i n g t h a t when a man c l e a v e s 
to h i s w i f e i n h o l i n e s s , the d i v i n e presence 
i s m a n i f e s t e d . I n the mystery o f man and woman, 
t h e r e i s God. 1 4 

P r o c r e a t i o n , the p e r p e t u a t i o n of l i f e , was a n o t h e r o v e r ­
r i d i n g purpose o f m a r r i a g e . "He d i d not c r e a t e i t a waste, 
but formed i t f o r h a b i t a t i o n . " ( I s a i a h 45:18) P r o c r e a t i o n i s 
an a f f i r m a t i o n o f the w o r t h w h i l e n e s s o f l i f e , t h a t what God 
has made i s good. I t i s amazing and overwhelmingly moving t h a t 
the s u r v i v o r s of the death camps, w i t h i n d e s c r i b a b l e h o r r o r s 
e t c h ed on t h e i r b o dies and minds, m a r r i e d and brought c h i l d r e n 
i n t o the w o r l d as soon as they c o u l d . In b e a r i n g and r a i s i n g 
c h i l d r e n we f i n d i n t i m a t i o n s o f our own i m m o r t a l i t y , and we 
t e s t i f y t o the u l t i m a t e v i c t o r y o f hope and goodness o v e r d e s p a i r 
and e v i l . F urthermore, f o r Jews, b r i n g i n g c h i l d r e n i n t o the 
w o r l d i s the most c o n c r e t e r e f u t a t i o n of the attempt t o d e s t r o y 
the J e w i s h people r o o t and branch. I t i s the s t r o n g e s t a f f i r m a t i 
t h a t the J e w i s h people l i v e s , and c o n t i n u e s i t s e t e r n a l covenant 
w i t h the Master o f the U n i v e r s e . 

A n o t h e r p r i n c i p l e o f marriage i s t a h a r a t hamishpahah , 
p u r i t y o f the f a m i l y . In an aggadic sense, t h i s suggests 
s e n s i t i v i t y i n speech and i n deed between members o f the f a m i l y . 
In a t e c h n i c a l l e g a l sense, i t r e f e r s t o the s e p a r a t i o n o f 
husband and w i f e d u r i n g h e r monthly p e r i o d o f m e n s t r u a t i o n . 
I t i s a time when s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s a r e p r o h i b i t e d u n t i l the 
w i f e ' s immension i n a mikveh, a r i t u a l b a t h of n a t u r a l l y drawn 
water. No a r e a o f J e w i s h law and p r a c t i c e has g o t t e n a worse 
p r e s s i n t h i s c e n t u r y than the mikveh and the r u l e s s u r r o u n d i n g 
i t . In many c i r c l e s the mere mention, o f i t can engender a hue 
and c r y o r an o u t b u r s t o f c a c k l i n g . T h i s i s u n f o r t u n a t e . 
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By r e q u i r i n g a p e r i o d o f w i t h d r a w a l from s e x u a l i n t i m a c y each 
month, the concept of t a h a r a t hamishpahah g i v e s each p a r t n e r 
a chance f o r r e n e w a l , and a l l o w s each t o r e e s t a b l i s h i n t i m a t e 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h new meaning and f e e l i n g . I t i s a means t o 
secure t h a t s p o n t e n e i t y never t o be r e p l a c e d by r o t e b e h a v i o r , 
so t h a t the sense of wonder i n the o t h e r ' s personhood never be 
l o s t . Immersing i n w a t e r , a symbol o f l i f e , a f t e r a p e r i o d 
which s i g n i f i e s t h a t the p o t e n t i a l f o r the c r e a t i o n o f l i f e 
i n the p r e v i o u s month was not r e a l i z e d , the J e w i s h woman r e t u r n s 
t o h e r husband w i t h a h e i g h t e n e d a p p r e c i a t i o n o f l i f e and i t s 
possibilités. Thus, d e s p i t e the a c c r e t i o n o f e x c e s s i v e 
r e s t r i c t i o n s — t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r s e p a r a t e beds d u r i n g the 
m e n s t r u a l p e r i o d , the requ i r e m e n t t h a t food not be shared a t 
t h a t t i m e - - t h e k e r n e l of t a h a r a t hamispahah can s t i l l a f f o r d 
t h e J e w i s h f a m i l y much meaning. 

J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n r e c o g n i z e d t h a t not a l l m arriages are f u l l 
o f b l i s s . Thus, t h e r e i s c l e a r s a n c t i o n f o r d i v o r c e i n the 
Torah. Many of the l e a d i n g t a l m u d i c a u t h o r i t e s p e r m i t t e d 
d i v o r c e f o r v i r t u a l l y any r e a s o n , and t h i s became J e w i s h law. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , d i v o r c e was i n i t i a t e d o n l y as a l a s t r e s o r t . 
I n Yebamot, we re a d o f g r e a t sages who had problems w i t h t h e i r 
w i v e s . 

R. H i y y a was c o n s t a n t l y tormented by h i s w i f e . 
He, n e v e r t h e l e s s , whenever he o b t a i n e d a n y t h i n g 
s u i t a b l e wrapped i t up i n h i s s c a r f and brought 
i t t o h e r . S a i d Rab t o him: 'But s u r e l y , she 
i s t o r m e n t i n g the Master!' ' I t i s s u f f i c i e n t 
f o r u s ' , the o t h e r r e p l i e d , ' t h a t they r e a r 
up our c h i l d r e n and d e l i v e r us from s i n 1 . * 

These aggadot do not suggest t h a t d i v o r c e was i n the 
o f f i n g . O p e r a t i v e was the sentiment t h a t "he who d i v o r c e s 
h i s f i r s t w i f e impels the Temple a l t a r t o shed t e a r s over 
him."6 
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C h i l d r e n 

One o f Judaism's supreme v a l u e s i s the r a i s i n g and n u r t u r i n g 
o f c h i l d r e n . Judaism p l a c e d major emphasis on the e d u c a t i n g of 
sons, t e a c h i n g them Hebrew l e t t e r s at an e a r l y age and then i n ­
t r o d u c i n g them i n t o the w o r l d o f Torah, the B i b l e g e n e r a l l y and 
r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e at s u c c e s s i v e stages of development. S i n c e 
t r u e p i e t y was the product of l e a r n i n g , study became a form of 
w o r s h i p , as young men sought t o app l y themselves t o r e l i g i o u s 
t e x t s t o d i s c e r n more f u l l y the i n t e n t o f D i v i n e t e a c h i n g . In 
the J e w i s h p e c k i n g o r d e r , s c h o l a r s o c c u p i e d the p o s i t i o n of g r e a t ­
es t s t a t u s and pa r e n t s would go t o g r e a t l e n g t h s t o r a i s e up a 
son as a s c h o l a r and t o marry a daughter t o a s c h o l a r . I t was 
the f a t h e r ' s o b l i g a t i o n t o see t h a t h i s son was brought i n t o the 
covenant o f c i r c u m c i s i o n , t o arrange f o r h i s redemption where ap­
p l i c a b l e , t o te a c h him Torah, t o t e a c h him an o c c u p a t i o n , t o a r ­
range f o r h i s m a r r i a g e . Some a u t h o r i t i e s i n c l u d e d t e a c h i n g the 
son t o swim as a s p e c i f i c o b l i g a t i o n as w e l l . Daughters were 
taught domestic o c c u p a t i o n s and l o r e by t h e i r mothers. Some know­
ledge o f the B i b l e might be i n c l u d e d i n a d d i t i o n t o the b a s i c 
p r a y e r s , a l t h o u g h some a u t h o r i t i e s f e l t t h a t i t was unwise t o 
t e a c h a woman Torah. A major concern was the pr o p e r dowering of 
daughters so t h a t a p p r o p r i a t e m a r r i a g e s c o u l d be arranged f o r them. 
In the case of orphaned g i r l s , s p e c i a l s o c i e t i e s e x i s t e d t o as s u r e 
t h e i r m a r r i a g a b i l i t y . 

In the f o l l o w i n g e t h i c a l w i l l e x c e r p t e d by Judah Ibn T i b b o n , 
an o u t s t a n d i n g P r o v e n c a l Hebrew s c h o l a r and t r a n s l a t o r o f t h e 
t w e l f t h c e n t u r y , addressed t o h i s son Samuel, we can see a wonder­
f u l l y moving example of what g i d u l banim the r a i s i n g o f c h i l d r e n , 
has meant i n Judaism. 
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"My son, l i s t e n t o my p r e c e p t s , n e g l e c t none of 
my i n j u n c t i o n s . Set my a d m o n i t i o n b e f o r e t h i n e 
eyes, thus s h a l t thou p r o s p e r and p r o l o n g thy 
days i n p l e a s a n t n e s s . . . 

Thou knowest, my son, how I swaddled thee and 
brought thee up, how I l e d thee i n the paths 
of wisdom and v i r t u e . I f e d and c l o t h e d t h e e ; 
I spent m y s e l f i n e d u c a t i n g and p r o t e c t i n g t h e e , 
I s a c r i f i c e d my s l e e p t o make thee wise beyond 
thy f e l l o w s , and t o r a i s e thee t o the h i g h e s t 
degree of s c i e n c e and m o r a l s . These t w e l v e 
y e a r s I have denied m y s e l f the u s u a l p l e a s u r e s 
and r e l a x a t i o n s o f men f o r thy sake, and I s t i l l 
t o i l f o r t h i n e i n h e r i t a n c e . 

T h e r e f o r e , my son! s t a y not thy hand when I have 
l e f t t h e e , but devote t h y s e l f t o the study of the 
Torah and t o the s c i e n c e of m e d i c i n e . But c h i e f ­
l y occupy t h y s e l f w i t h the Torah, f o r thou h a s t 
a wise and u n d e r s t a n d i n g h e a r t , and a l l t h a t i s 
n e e d f u l on thy p a r t i s a m b i t i o n and a p p l i c a t i o n . 
I know t h a t thou w i l t r e p e n t o f the past , as 
many have r e p e n t e d b e f o r e thee of t h e i r y o u t h ­
f u l i n d o l e n c e . . . 

Thou knowest, my son! the t r o u b l e and expense 
I i n c u r r e d f o r the marriage o f t h y e l d e r and 
younger s i s t e r s . Never i n my l i f e had I undergone 
such dangers, t h r i c e c r o s s i n g the sea a t g r e a t 
c o s t though my means were s c a n t y . I pledged my 
books, I borrowed from my f r i e n d s , though I was 
never wont t o do so, and a l l t h i s so as not t o 
reduce thy s h a r e . A l s o , a t t h i n e own m a r r i a g e , 
thou a r t aware t h a t I d i d not s e l l thee f o r s i l ­
v e r , as o t h e r s r i c h e r than I have done w i t h t h e i r 
sons. None of thy companions made a more honour­
a b l e u n i o n . I took f o r thee the daughter of a 
c u l t u r e d and d i s t i n g u i s h e d l i n e a g e , a l l o f them 
the 'seed of t r u t h ' , l e a r n e d and o f h i g h s t a n d i n g . 

My son! Let thy countenance s h i n e upon the sons 
of men: tend t h e i r s i c k , and may t h i n e a d v i c e 
cure them. Though thou t a k e s t f e e s from the r i c h , 
h e a l t h e poor g r a t u i t o u s l y ; the Lord w i l l r e q u i t e 
thee. Thereby s h a l t thou f i n d favour and good under­
standing i n the s i g h t o f God and man. Thus w i l t thou 
win the r e s p e c t of h i g h and low among Jews and non-
Jews, and t y good name w i l l go f o r t h f a r and wide. 
Thou w i l t r e j o i c e thy f r i e n d s and make t h y f o e s 
e n v i o u s . . . 
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My son! I command thee t o honour thy w i f e t o 
t h i n e utmost c a p a c i t y . She i s i n t e l l i g e n t 
and modest, a daughter of a d i s t i n g u i s h e d and 
educated f a m i l y . She i s a good housewife 
and mother, and no s p e n d t h r i f t . Her t a s t e s 
are s i m p l e , whether i n food o r d r e s s . Re­
member her a s s i d u o u s attendance on thee i n 
t h i n e i l l n e s s , though she had been brought up 
i n elegance and l u x u r y . Remember how she a f t e r ­
wards r e a r e d t h y son w i t h o u t man or woman t o 
h e l p h e r . . . . 

I f thou wouldst a c q u i r e my l o v e , honour her 
w i t h a l l t hy might; do not e x e r c i s e t o o s t r i c t 
an a u t h o r i t y o v e r h e r ; our Sages have e x p r e s s ­
l y warned men a g a i n s t t h i s . I f thou g i v e s t 
o r d e r s o r r e p r o v e s t l e t t hy works be g e n t l e . 
Enough i s i t i f t h y d i s p l e a s u r e i s v i s i b l e 
i n t h y l o o k , l e t i t not be vented i n a c t u a l 
r a g e . . . . 

My son! Devote thy mind t o thy c h i l d r e n as I 
d i d t o t h e e ; be t e n d e r t o them as I was t e n d e r ; 
i n s t r u c t them as I i n s t r u c t e d t h e e ; keep them 
as I kept t h e e , t r y t o t e a c h them Torah as I 
have t r i e d , and as I d i d unto thee do thou 
unto them! Be not i n d i f f e r e n t t o any s l i g h t 
a i l m e n t i n them, o r i n t h y s e l f (May God de­
l i v e r thee and them from a l l s i c k n e s s and 
p l a g u e ) , but i f thou dost n o t i c e any s u s p i ­
c i o n of d i s e a s e i n thee o r i n one of t h y 
l i m b s , do f o r t h w i t h what i s nece s s a r y i n the 
case. 

My son! Communicate w i t h t hy s i s t e r s c o n s t a n t ­
l y i n thy l e t t e r s , and i n q u i r e a f t e r t h e i r 
w e l f a r e . Show honour t o thy r e l a t i v e s , f o r 
they w i l l a p p r e c i a t e c o u r t e s i e s . 

I e n j o i n on t h e e , my son, t o read t h i s , my 
Testament, one d a i l y , a t morn or at eve. 
Appl y t h y h e a r t t o the f u l f i l l m e n t o f i t s be­
h e s t s , and t o the performance of a l l t h e r e i n 
w r i t t e n . Then w i l t thou make thy ways p r o s ­
perous, then s h a l t thou have good s u c c e s s . . . 

...May He who g i v e s prudence t o the s i m p l e , 
and t o young men knowledge and d i s c r e t i o n , 
bestow on thee a w i l l i n g h e a r t and a l i s t e n i n g 
e a r ! Then s h a l l our s o u l be g l a d i n the Lord 
and r e j o i c e i n H i s s a l v a t i o n ! " 
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The J e w i s h F a m i l y 

The concern f o r c h i l d r e n was r e c i p r o c a t e d by t h e r e s p e c t and 
re v e r e n c e extended t o p a r e n t s by t h e i r o f f s p r i n g . The command­
ment t o honor one's p a r e n t s i s a t the h e a r t o f t h e Torah, l i s t e d 
f i f t h among the Ten Commandments and f o l l o w i n g those which em­
p h a s i z e our proper r e l a t i o n s h i p t o God. T h i s j u x t a p o s i t i o n was 
most r e a s o n a b l e f o r the r a b b i s who understood t h a t t h e r e were 
t h r e e p a r t n e r s i n the c r e a t i o n of a person the Holy One, B l e s s e d 
by He, the f a t h e r and the mother. Thus, when a man honors h i s 
f a t h e r and mother, the sages r e p o r t e d , "the Holy B l e s s e d be He, 
s a y s , 'I a s c r i b e ( m e r i t ) t o them as though I had dwelt among 
them and they had honored Me'." 

Indeed, our sages were unbounded i n t h e i r p r a i s e o f those 
who showed d i s t i n c t i v e z e a l i n h o n o r i n g and r e v e r i n g (a second 
commandment i n L e v i t i c u s 19) one's p a r e n t s . 

I t was asked of R. U l l a : 'How f a r does t h e 
honor of p a r e n t s extend?' He r e p l i e d , 'Go and 
see what a c e t a i n heathen, named Dama the son 
of N e t h i n a h , d i d i n A s h k e l o n . The Sages once 
wanted merchandise from him, i n which t h e r e was 
600,000 ( g o l d d i n a r i i ) p r o f i t , but the key was 
l y i n g under h i s f a t h e r , and so he d i d not 
t r o u b l e him.'... 

R. T a r f o n had a mother f o r whom, whenever she 
wished t o mount i n t o bed, he would bend down 
t o l e t h e r ascend, (and when she wished t o de­
scend, she stepped down on him) ... 

When R. Joseph heard h i s mother's f o o t s t e p s he 
would s a y , " I w i l l r i s e b e f o r e t h e a p p r o a c h i n g 
Shekhinah ( D i v i n e p r e s e n c e ) . ' . . . 

Our r a b b i s t a u g h t : What i s 'reverence' and what 
i s 'honor'? Reverence means t h a t he ( the son) 
must n e i t h e r s t a n d i n h i s (the f a t h e r ' s ) p l a c e 
nor s i t i n h i s p l a c e , nor c o n t r a d i c t h i s words, 
nor t i p the s c a l e s a g a i n s t him ( i n argument). 
Honor means t h a t he must g i v e him food and 
d r i n k , c l o t h e and c o v e r him, l e a d him i n and 
out. 

S t i l l t h e r e were l i m i t s . Both c h i l d r e n and p a r e n t s were under 
the r u l e o f Torah. Thus our sages noted t h a t the duty of honor­
i n g one's p a r e n t s f o l l o w e d r i g h t a f t e r the commandment t o observe 
the Shabbat. From t h i s t hey u n d e r s t o o d , t h a t i f a p a r e n t _ o r d e r s 
a c h i l d t o v i o l a t e the Sabbath, o r indeed any law o f Juda i s m , 
he i s not t o be obeyed. While p a r e n t s p l a y e d a key r o l e i n se­
l e c t i n g mates f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n , the codes say t h a t t h e c h i l d ' s 
own c h o i c e t a k e s precedence i f t h e r e i s c o n f l i c t and t h a t t h e r e ­
f o r e they may d i s r e g a r d p a r e n t a l w i s h e s . Nor does the o b l i g a t i o n 
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t o honor and r e v e r e p a r e n t s r e q u i r e the c h i l d ' s s i d i n g w i t h t h e 
pa r e n t s a t the expense of the spouse. 

Love and r e v e r e n c e extended beyond the bonds of p a r e n t s 
and c h i l d r e n . At the end o f Jacob's l i f e , h i s b e l o v e d Joseph 
b r i n g s h i s two c h i l d r e n t o Jacob f o r Jacob's b l e s s i n g . Jacob 
says t o them, "By you s h a l l I s r a e l invoke b l e s s i n g s s a y i n g , 
'May God make you as Ephraim and Menasseh.'" And, i n f a c t , t o 
t h i s day, p a r e n t s b l e s s t h e i r c h i l d r e n every Shabbat eve w i t h 
these words extended f i r s t a c r o s s the g e n e r a t i o n s , from grand­
paren t t o grandsons. The duty of honor and r e v e r e n c e was ex­
pecte d of c h i l d r e n t o t h e i r g r andparents as w e l l . The grand­
p a r e n t s ' home se r v e d as a c e n t e r of f a m i l y l i f e , w i t h c h i l d r e n 
and g r a n d c h i l d r e n s t r a i n i n g t o r e t u r n t o v i s i t f o r s p e c i a l oc­
c a s i o n s such as Passover s e d a r i m , or Hanukkah c e l e b r a t i o n s and 
the l i k e . 

Love and a f f e c t i o n among s i b l i n g s was a c o n s t a n t i n the 
Je w i s h f a m i l y as w e l l . C e r t a i n l y we see t h i s i n the s t o r y of 
Simeon and L e v i as they o v e r r e a c t i n d e f e n d i n g t h e i r s i s t e r 
Dina's honor. J u s t as w i t h p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n , so w i t h b r o t h e r s 
and s i s t e r s . O l d e r s i b l i n g s were t o be honored by the younger 
ones, and the younger c h i l d r e n were t o be guided by t h e i r s e n i o r s . 
A l e t t e r from a J e w i s h woman l i v i n g i n Byzantium i n the M i d d l e 
Ages t o h e r b r o t h e r s i n her n a t i v e Egypt i l l u s t r a t e s t h e a f f e c t i o n 
and f e e l i n g which has been a normative i d e a l i n J e w i s h l i f e : 

May t h i s l e t t e r be d e l i v e r e d i n gladness t o my 
e x c e l l e n t b r o t h e r s , Abu S a i d and Solomon, from 
your s i s t e r M a l i h a . . . May a l l b l e s s i n g s come and 
be g a t h e r e d and accumulated upon the heads o f my 
b r o t h e r s , Solomon and Abu S a i d , g e n t l e and most 
be l o v e d b r o t h e r s , from your s i s t e r M a l i h a . And 
h e a r t i e s t g r e e t i n g s from my l i t t l e daughter Zoe. 

We are i n good h e a l t h , and t r u s t i n the Rock o f 
your w e l f a r e t h a t you, t o o , are w e l l and s a f e , 
prosperous and f r e e , i n good h e a r t w i t h o u t t r o u ­
b l e and sorrows. But I , w h i l e w i s h i n g you a l l 
good, am not my s e l f i n good humour, f o r when I 
t h i n k o f you, my h e a r t s i n k s , my knees q u i v e r , 
my limbs t r e m b l e , my s t r e n g t h d w i n d l e s , because 
I have been s e p a r a t e d from you f o r many ye a r s 
and am d e s i r o u s of s e e i n g your f a c e s . I s h o u l d 
l i k e t o run t o you l i k e a l i o n , nay, t o f l y ! 
Oh f o r the wings o f a dove, t h a t I c o u l d f l y 
and j o i n my b r o t h e r s , and a l s o our Mast e r , the 
f o u r t h . I am, however, not a b l e t o come, as 
the hour i s not f a v o u r a b l e . I was ready t o go 
w i t h t h i s man, but I c o n s u l t e d a Torah s c r o l l 
and o b t a i n e d a d i s a p p o i n t i n g answer which boded 
no good f o r m y s e l f . Thus I c o u l d not j o i n them. 
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And f o r Heaven's sake do you not see t h a t many 
Jews a r e b e i n g f e t c h e d from Byzantium by t h e i r 
r e l a t i v e s ? Why does not one o f you make up h i s 
mind t o come ove r here i n o r d e r t o b r i n g me back? 
You w i l l u nderstand t h a t I am r e l u c t a n t t o engage 
s t r a n g e p e o p l e . I f I s h o u l d go a l o n e , may God 
not d e p r i v e me of l u c k , but i f a n y t h i n g e v i l 
s h o u l d b e f a l l me d u r i n g the voyage, i t might be 
f a t a l t o me, and I s h o u l d d i e . For I have been 
devoted t o you s i n c e your i n f a n c y . . . . 

I t was w i t h i n the framework of the J e w i s h f a m i l y t h a t the 
v a s t m a j o r i t y o f J e w i s h observances were c a r r i e d o u t . However 
im p o r t a n t the synagogue and the a c t i v i t i e s o f the community, i t 
was i n the f a m i l y s e t t i n g t h a t the J e w i s h quest f o r h o l i n e s s i n 
l i v i n g was most a d e q u a t e l y r e a l i z e d . The Sabbath was f a r more 
than g o i n g t o synagogue f o r p r a y e r and s t u d y . I t was a day s e t 
a s i d e t o be shared w i t h those one l o v e s most p o w e r f u l l y . Thus 
at Shabbat meals on F r i d a y e v e n i n g , t h e f a t h e r would, i n the p r e ­
sence of h i s f a m i l y , l a u d h i s w i f e , b l e s s h i s c h i l d r e n , and r e ­
c i t e the b l e s s i n g s o v e r wine and h a l l a h , acknowledging i n j o y 
and t h a n k s g i v i n g the s p e c i a l n e s s of the day. The mother would, 
somewhat e a r l i e r , l i g h t the c a n d l e s i n the presence of and w i t h 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f h e r d aughters. During the course of t h e 
meal w i t h i t s many c o u r s e s , the f a m i l y d r e s s e d i n i t s Shabbat 
f i n e r y , songs of the Sabbath would be sung and p a r e n t s would 
d i s c u s s the Torah w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , o f t e n q u e s t i o n i n g them 
about the week's s t u d i e s . T h i s meal and a s i m i l a r one on Shabbat 
a f t e r n o o n s drew a l l the f a m i l y t o g e t h e r and made them f e e l a c l o s e 
ness as they were bathed i n the s p i r i t o f Sabbath t r a n q u i l i t y . 
At the c l o s e o f the Sabbath, the havdalah r i t e , b i d d i n g a f a r e ­
w e l l t o the Sabbath w i t h beverage^ s p i c e s and t w i s t e d c a n d l e and 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g between i t s s a n c t i t y and the more mundane q u a l i t y 
of the r e s t o f the week, would p r o v i d e another o c c a s i o n f o r f a m i l y 
t o j o i n t o g e t h e r i n c e l e b r a t i o n and song. Thus, i n a d d i t i o n t o 
i t s l e s s o n s about the need t o emulate God and t o r e s t as He r e s t e d 
the Sabbath was s p e c i a l because i t was a f a m i l y day which r e s t r e n g 
thened the bonds of l o v e and s h a r i n g every week. What was t r u e 
o f Shabbat was t r u e o f a l l the J e w i s h h o l i d a y s throughout the y e ar 
The f a m i l y s e d e r on Pesah was p r e e m i n e n t l y a home observance i n 
which everyone c o u l d do h i s s h a r e , w i t h c h i l d r e n encouraged t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e b y a s k i n g the Four Q u e s t i o n s and by a p p r o p r i a t i n g the 
a f ikoman, the l a s t matzah t o be eaten at the meal. Every h o l i d a y 
had i t s own s p e c i a l meals and observances f o r the home, i n the 
f a m i l y s e t t i n g . 

And when Jews marry and seek t o c r e a t e a m e a n i n g f u l J e w i s h 
atmosphere f o r t h e m s e l v e s , the memories which draw them back most 
s t r o n g l y are those of home, of a f a m i l y t o g e t h e r a t a s e d e r , of 
a Hanukkah p a r t y at which the y o u n g s t e r s run the g a u n t l e t o f 
g r andparents and aunts and u n c l e s who press Hanukkah g e l t ( s i l v e r 
d o l l a r s i n my case) i n t o t h e i r hands as they pass by, o f Sabbath 
l i g h t s and w h i t e t a b l e c l o t h s f o r Sabbath meals. These J e w i s h 
q u a l i t i e s of the J e w i s h home are a p p r e c i a t e d by o u t s i d e r s as w e l l . 
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I remember meeting a l i b e r a l B a p t i s t m i n i s t e r on a boat r e t u r n i n g 
from I s r a e l . He lauded the home observances o f the J e w i s h people 
and lamented t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y d i d n ' t have a n y t h i n g s i m i l a r . 
He f e l t t h a t t hey added something t o the l i f e o f every Jew. In 
our f a i t h , i t i s i n the bosom o f the f a m i l y t h a t we f i r s t and p e r ­
haps most s i g n i f i c a n t l y sense the s p i r i t u a l dimension o f l i f e , 
the r e a l i t y of God, and i t i s i n the f u l f i l l i n g of the m i t z v o t 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the home and f a m i l y t h a t we r e i n f o r c e the t i e s 
of f a m i l i a l l o v e as we grow i n d i v i d u a l l y and c o l l e c t i v e l y w i t h 
a common purpose and common g o a l s . 
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The J e w i s h F a m i l y I t s Problems 

Any p i c t u r e of the J e w i s h f a m i l y i n times past or today 
must recko n w i t h the f a c t t h a t the i d e a l s were r a r e l y a c h i e v e d 
i n the f u l l e s t sense. Jews as merchants and p e d d l e r s were f r e ­
q u e n t l y on the r o a d from Shabbat t o Shabbat o r sometimes f o r 
months at a time and t h i s weakened the f a b r i c of f a m i l y u n i t y . 
Even r e l i g i o u s o b l i g a t i o n s c o u l d b r i n g about s e p a r a t i o n s . In 
the H a s s i d i c w o r l d , d e d i c a t e d f o l l o w e r s of the rebbes would v i s i t 
them on imp o r t a n t o c c a s i o n s each y e a r . Thus, i t was t h a t my 
g r a n d f a t h e r was always w i t h the Medzbizher rebbe on Rosh HaShanah 
and not w i t h h i s f a m i l y i n h i s town o f r e s i d e n c e . Most s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y , d i s l o c a t i o n s o r pogroms s e p a r a t e d f a m i l i e s and brought 
g r e a t sorrow i n t h e i r wake. I f a husband d i s a p p e a r e d f o r whatever 
reason w i t h o u t a t r a c e , then h i s w i f e would be d e c l a r e d an 
agunah, a c h a i n e d woman, c h a i n e d t o her husband and unable t o get 
a d i v o r c e o r t o remarry u n t i l the husband r e t u r n e d t o i s s u e the 
d i v o r c e or u n t i l e vidence was pr e s e n t e d t o i n d i c a t e t h a t he had 
d i e d . The problem o f the agunah has been and i s grave because 
of the n a t u r e o f J e w i s h law. Only a husband c o u l d i s s u e a d i v o r c e 
and, i f he was absent o r u n w i l l i n g , the w i f e was s t u c k u n l e s s 
the husband c o u l d be c o n v i n c e d t o g i v e h i s w i f e a d i v o r c e 'volun­
t a r i l y ' o r u n t i l some p r e t e x t c o u l d be found f o r i n v a l i d a t i n g 
the f i r s t m a r r i a g e . 

For o t h e r s , the problem was not as c a t a c l y s m i c as the 
q u e s t i o n o f i g u n . Though p e r m i t t e d , d i v o r c e was a r a r e l y s e l e c t ­
ed o p t i o n because of the stigma which was a t t a c h e d t o i t . People 
c o n t i n u e d t o s t a y t o g e t h e r because of community p r e s s u r e , f i n a n ­
c i a l need o r the absence o f any a l t e r n a t i v e . I f m a r r i a g e s were 
made i n heaven, t h e r e were some which were h e l l on e a r t h . 

In m arriage and J e w i s h l i f e g e n e r a l l y , J e w i s h women had 
c a r e f u l l y d e f i n e d r o l e s . Lauded and p r o t e c t e d by the t r a d i t i o n , 
they were e s s e n t i a l l y t o be t e n d e r s o f the h e a r t h , keepers of 
the home, f i r s t of t h e i r f a t h e r ' s and l a t e r t h e i r husband's. 
Thus, they were g e n e r a l l y d e n i e d f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n , a l t h o u g h they 
absorbed from t h e i r mothers b a s i c J e w i s h t e a c h i n g s and p r a y e r s 
and such s k i l l s as sewing and c o o k i n g which were n e c e s s a r y t o the 
household. They were p l a c e d i n s e p a r a t e s e c t i o n s o f the synagogue 
where they c o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e , a l b e i t p a s s i v e l y , i n wor s h i p s e r ­
v i c e s . They were exempted from many m i t z v o t which r e q u i r e d f u l ­
f i l l m e n t a t a s p e c i f i c time though they were o b l i g a t e d t o pray 
and t o a v o i d v i o l a t i n g any o f the t r a d i t i o n ' s n e g a t i v e command­
ments o r p r o h i b i t i o n s . The view of P h i l o , the g r e a t Greek-Jewish 
p h i l o s o p h e r o f A l e x a n d r i a of 2000 ye a r s ago, would f i n d echoes 
throughout our t r a d i t i o n : 

M a r k e t p l a c e s , c o u n c i l chambers, law c o u r t s , 
c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s , and meetings o f v a s t crowds, 
l i f e under the open a i r w i t h i t s words and a c t i o n s , 
b e f i t men both i n war and i n peace. For women, 



-21-

on the o t h e r hand, the domestic l i f e t h a t a b i d e s 
w i t h i n i s a p p r o p r i a t e , the maidens t a k i n g as t h e i r 
i n t e r i o r boundary the middle door, whereas those 
who have a t t a i n e d t o f u l l womanhood t a k e the 
o u t e r door. For the n a t u r e o f communities i s 
t w o f o l d , the g r e a t e r and the s m a l l e r ; the g r e a t e r 
we c a l l c i t i e s and the s m a l l e r households. As 
to the management of both forms, men have o b t a i n e d 
t h a t of the g r e a t e r , which bears the name of 
s t a t e s m a n s h i p , whereas women have o b t a i n e d t h a t 
of the s m a l l e r , which goes under the name of 
household management. A woman, t h e n , s h o u l d not 
meddle i n m a t t e r s e x t e r n a l t o the h o u s e h o l d , 
but s h o u l d seek s e c l u s i o n . She ought not t o be 
found i n the t h o r o u g h f a r e under th e eyes of o t h e r 
men l i k e a s t r e e t w a l k e r , except when she must go 
to the temple, and even then she s h o u l d t a k e c a r e 
not t o go when the market i s f u l l , but when most 
people have gone home, and so l i k e a f r e e - b o r n 
l a d y of t r u e b r e e d i n g q u i e t l y o f f e r h e r o b l a t i o n s 
and p r a y e r s f o r t h e a v e r s i o n o f e v i l and the en­
joyment of goods. That women, under the p r e t e x t 
of a f f o r d i n g d u t i f u l a i d , s h o u l d dare t o s a l l y 
f o r t h a g a i n s t men r e v i l i n g one another and l o c k e d 
i n combat i s most r e p r e h e n s i b l e and shameless. 
Even i n wars, e x p e d i t i o n s , and dangers t h r e a t e n ­
i n g the e n t i r e community, the law does not deem 
i t r i g h t f o r them t o be found, h a v i n g i n view 
what i s p r o p e r , which i t was minded t o m a i n t a i n 
u n a l t e r e d always and everywhere, c o n s i d e r i n g i t 
t o be i n i t s e l f a h i g h e r good than v i c t o r y , f r e e ­
dom, and every form of s u c c e s s . 

The t a s k of women was t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e growth and develop 
ment of t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t o encourage and support the a c t i v ­
i t i e s o f t h e i r husbands w i t h i n the home. Neverthe l e s s , we 
know t h a t t h e r e were many who leaped out of the framework. 
The B i b l e has many examples prophets l i k e M i r i a m and Hulda 
and judges and women i n a c t i o n l i k e Devorah. Even i n r a b b i n i c 
times t h e r e are o c c a s i o n a l f i g u r e s l i k e B e r u r i a h , the w i f e of 
Rabbi M e i r , whose l e a r n i n g and good sense were f r e q u e n t l y 
marked and whose sage c o u n s e l was o f t e n of i n e s t i m a b l e v a l u e t o 
Rabbi M e i r h i m s e l f . J e w i s h women f r e q u e n t l y had s i g n i f i c a n t 
r o l e s i n the w o r l d o f commerce i n the M i d d l e Ages and i n the 
s h t e t l a c h o f E a s t e r n Europe. There, i n o r d e r t o f r e e the 
husband f o r Talmud s t u d y , women, i n a d d i t i o n t o r a i s i n g l a r g e 
b r o o d s , r a n the f a m i l y s t o r e s o r b u s i n e s s e s . Economic need 
encouraged immigrant women t o work when they came t o t h e s e 
shores as w e l l . 

In the past two decades, the t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e o f women i n 
Judaism and i n a l l h i s t o r i c c u l t u r e s has come under a t t a c k . 
More women have a s s e r t e d t h a t they do not want t o s u b o r d i n a t e 
t h e i r s e a r c h f o r f u l f i l l m e n t i n c a r e e r s of t h e i r own t o s e r v ­
i n g as s t a y s f o r t h e i r husbands o r f u l l - t i m e mothers and house­
w i v e s . In t h i s , t h ey were i n p a r t r e b e l l i n g a g a i n s t the exper-



-22-

i e n c e o f t h e i r own mothers who as the f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n born and 
r a i s e d i n America g e n e r a l l y d i d not work a f t e r m a rriage but 
d e d i c a t e d themselves t o home and m a r r i a g e , and f r e q u e n t l y , 
v o l u n t e e r community co n c e r n s . For some of today's women, the 
r e f u s a l t o accept the t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e a s s i g n e d t o women, has 
meant o p p o s i t i o n t o m a r r i a g e , o r m arriage w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n . 
For most, however, i t has been accompanied by a d e s i r e t o have 
i t a l l , t o marry, have c h i l d r e n and pursue a c a r e e r . T h i s has 
g i v e n r i s e t o new home p a t t e r n s w i t h husbands c a l l e d upon f r e ­
q u e n t l y t o share more t o t a l l y i n the management of c h i l d r e n and 
h ousehold. Thus, many women have r e t u r n e d t o work on a f u l l 
o r p a r t - t i m e b a s i s almost imm e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f a 
c h i l d . T h i s has n e c e s s i t a t e d the development of a l l s o r t s o f 
c h i l d c a r e arrangements, w i t h c o n t i n u i n g concern about f i n d i n g 
s u i t a b l e c e n t e r s or i n d i v i d u a l s t o watch the c h i l d . 

The growth of t h e two c a r e e r f a m i l y and the new a s s e r t i v e -
ness i n women has meant t h a t t h e r e i s l e s s w i l l i n g n e s s t o t o l ­
e r a t e what seem t o be u n a c c e p t a b l e or i n t o l e r a b l e s i t u a t i o n s . 
Thus, both husbands and wives are much more apt today t o i n ­
i t i a t e d i v o r c e p r o c e e d i n g s . O b v i o u s l y , t h e r e are o f t e n weighty 
reasons f o r d i v o r c e . But, one may l o o k at the g a l l o p i n g r a t e 
of d i v o r c e , a p p r o a c h i n g the r a t e o f m arriage i n some c a s e s , 
and wonder at the s e r i o u s n e s s of purpose w i t h which some of the 
c o u p l e s have attempted the always d i f f i c u l t t a s k o f b u i l d i n g 
one home out of two d i s c r e t e l i v e s . R e c e n t l y , a woman t o l d 
me t h a t she was d i v o r c e d from her husband a l t h o u g h , d u r i n g much 
of the d i v o r c e p r o c e s s and s i n c e the d i v o r c e , she had been 
l i v i n g w i t h him. Having gone t o a p u b l i c w e l f a r e lawyer t o 
arrange the d i v o r c e , she had e f f e c t e d a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h her 
husband but had n e g l e c t e d , a f t e r one u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t , t o 
get t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n through t o her l a w y e r . And so the d i v o r c e 
became f i n a l . 

W i t h i n the J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s l i f e , many women have grown 
i n c r e a s i n g l y r e s t i v e w i t h t h e i r a s s i g n e d r o l e s i n the o l d 
o r d e r . I n Orthodoxy, a t l e a s t of the modern v a r i e t y , t h i s has 
l e d t o an i n s i s t e n c e t h a t women be g i v e n as e q u a l an e d u c a t i o n 
as p o s s i b l e as boys, and be p e r m i t t e d , nay encouraged, t o study 
the j e w e l of J e w i s h l e a r n i n g , the Talmud. A c c e p t i n g the norm 
t h a t women's r o l e s are s e p a r a t e but e q u a l , Orthodox women have 
p e r f o r c e acknowledged t h a t they must s i t i n s e p a r a t e s e c t i o n s 
o f the synagogue, but a few have advocated and developed s e p a r a t e 
women's minyanim, i n which they can read t h e Torah and l e a d 
much of the s e r v i c e . In a d d i t i o n , Orthodox g i r l s are i n c r e a s ­
i n g l y c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r bat mitzvahs at programs h e l d w i t h i n 
the p r e c i n c t s of the synagogue at which they d e l i v e r d i v r e i Torah 
at a time o t h e r than d u r i n g a r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e . Some v o i c e s 
w i t h i n the O r t h o d i x community have advocated g r e a t e r change, 
u r g i n g t h a t women become r a b b i s and judges and t h a t d i v o r c e 
r u l e s be m o d i f i e d t o e l i m i n a t e the problems women e x p e r i e n c e 
when a marriage breaks up. 
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In the C o n s e r v a t i v e movement , the i s s u e o f g r e a t e r r i g h t s 
of r e l i g i o u s p a r t i c i p a t i o n f o r women has been an a b i d i n g con­
c e r n s i n c e the movement's i n c e p t i o n , moving from mixed s e a t i n g , 
co e q u a l e d u c a t i o n f o r boys and g i r l s , t o the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
the F r i d a y evening bat m i t z v a h , t o the g r a n t i n g of a l i y o t t o 
women and the t r a n s f e r o f t h e bat mi t z v a h t o Shabbat morning, 
t o the c o u n t i n g of women i n the minyan. At t h i s p o i n t , the 
only bars t o t h e o r e t i c a l e q u a l i t y o f women w i t h i n the move­
ment are the i s s u e s of o r d a i n i n g women as r a b b i s and i n v e s t i n g 
them as hazzanim, a l t h o u g h t h e r e are women s e r v i n g i n bot h 
c a p a c i t i e s i n C o n s e r v a t i v e c o n g r e g a t i o n s . While t h e r e are s t i l l 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s w i t h l i m i t e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n f o r women, many more 
have, w i t h i n the past decade, moved t o p o s i t i o n s of almost com­
p l e t e e q u a l i t y , and o t h e r s have, t o some degree, l i b e r a l i z e d 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n on women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n . On the i s s u e of d i ­
v o r c e , the C o n s e r v a t i v e movement a c t i n g upon h a l a k h i c p r e c e d e n t s , 
many of which had been suggested by Orthodox s c h o l a r s as w e l l , 
i n t r o d u c e d the use of an a n t e - n u p t i a l agreement and r a b b i n i c 
annulment t o e l i m i n a t e the problem o f the agunah f o r i t s ad­
h e r e n t s . The Reform and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t movements have main­
t a i n e d v i r t u a l e q u a l i t y f o r women s i n c e the o r d i n a t i o n of women 
r a b b i s by t h e i r r a b b i n i c a l s c h o o l s i n the e a r l y 1970's. 

R i t e s o f passage have been a l t e r e d as w e l l by the new 
s e n s i t i v i t y t o an enhanced p o s i t i o n f o r women. More and more 
i s t h e b i r t h of a daughter h e r a l d e d by the simhat bat ( r e ­
j o i c i n g over the daughter) ceremony which can e i t h e r accompany 
the t r a d i t i o n a l naming o r take i t s p l a c e . At weddings, t h e r e 
has been a movement away from the b r i d e ' s p a s s i v i t y d u r i n g the 
ceremony. Thus, one w i l l f i n d t h a t a double r i n g ceremony 
i n which the b r i d e a l s o g i v e s a r i n g t o the groom i s most wide­
spread. I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e has been some movement t o a more 
e q u a l i t a r i a n k e t u bah, marriage c o n t r a c t , i n which r e s p o n s i b i l ­
i t i e s of each p a r t n e r t o the o t h e r are adumbrated. At some 
weddings, the b r i d e has broken a g l a s s j u s t l i k e the groom, 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t she too i s aware t h a t the r o l e f o r every Jew 
i s t o be God's p a r t n e r i n p e r f e c t i n g the w o r l d . 

And o f c o u r s e , i n homes, we may f i n d t h a t some women have 
taken the l e a d i n r e l i g i o u s r o l e s once r e s e r v e d f o r men l i k e 
r e c i t i n g k i d d u s h o r l e a d i n g the grace a f t e r meals i n a group 
s e t t i n g . In the growing number o f homes where no a d u l t men a r e 
pr e s e n t the homes of s i n g l e parent f a m i l i e s and of s i n g l e 
women such a s s e r t i v e n e s s i s e s s e n t i a l i f such households are 
to e x p e r i e n c e Judaism's b a s i c home observances. 

Jews have j u s t l y been proud o f t h e i r r e c o r d i n e d u c a t i n g 
t h e i r sons. Even i n t h i s m a t t e r , f a m i l y u n i t y was o f t e n rup­
t u r e d . Boys were f r e q u e n t l y sent away t o y e s h i v o t as young 
a d o l e s c e n t s t o become, from then on, o n l y o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t o r s 
i n t h e i r homes. Whatever t h e i r good q u a l i t i e s , t hese academic 
s e t t i n g s c o u l d not p r o v i d e adequate s u b s t i t u t e s f o r p a r e n t a l 
l o v e and c l o s e n e s s and the warmth of the home. At b e s t , the 
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y e s h i v a bakhur might eat c e r t a i n meals w i t h f a m i l i e s i n the 
town, always as a g u e s t , never as a p a r t of the f a m i l y he v i s i t e d . 

In our t i m e , the t r a d i t i o n a l concern f o r e d u c a t i o n i s 
a t t e s t e d by the i n c r e d i b l e number of J e w i s h Nobel P r i z e winners 
through the y e a r s and indeed every y e a r . Yet the f u l f i l l m e n t 
of the t r a d i t i o n a l commandment t o t e a c h one's c h i l d a v o c a t i o n 
has not been p a r a l l e l e d by the f u l f i l l m e n t of the commandment 
to t e a c h one's c h i l d Torah. I n s t e a d o f l e a r n i n g f o r i t s own 
sake, the study of Torah today has become a means t o the end, 
t h a t of the bar m i t z v a h c e l e b r a t i o n , which i n i t s s e l f - i n d u l ­
gence has j u s t i b i a b l y come i n f o r more c r i t i c i s m than any 
o t h e r a s p e c t o f contemporary J e w i s h l i f e . F u r t h e r m o r e , J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n i s o f t e n at the p e r i p h e r y o f the i n t e r e s t s of the 
c h i l d o r o f h i s f a m i l y , and can e a s i l y be scrapped s h o u l d any 
problems a r i s e . The c h i l d senses by the second o r t h i r d y e a r 
of h i s J e w i s h s c h o o l t h a t h i s or h e r p a r e n t s are r e a l l y not 
concerned about Judaism and t h i s rubs o f f , and l e a d s t o i n ­
d i f f e r e n c e . The s c h o o l i s v i r t u a l l y p owerless t o c o u n t e r t h i s ; 
t h i s i s a problem as w e l l i n J e w i s h day s c h o o l s . In these 
s c h o o l s , however, the number of hours devoted t o J e w i s h and 
Hebrew s t u d i e s i n a s e t t i n g i n which J u d a i c s u b j e c t s are t h e o ­
r e t i c a l l y c o - e q u a l t o E n g l i s h and math, a f f o r d s the s c h o o l a 
chance t o s e r v e as a c o u n t e r v a i l i n g i n f l u e n c e t o the w o r l d of 
r e l a t i v e J e w i s h i n d i f f e r e n c e i n which the s t u d e n t l i v e s . 

Even as Jews have s t r e s s e d the importance o f the r e c i ­
p r o c a l o b l i g a t i o n s of p a r e n t t o c h i l d and c h i l d t o p a r e n t , 
they have spoken of t s a a r g i d u l banim, of the p a i n o f r a i s i n g 
c h i l d r e n , of s tubborn and r e b e l l i o u s sons such as Absalom and 
A d o n i j a h , both r e b e l s a g a i n s t t h e i r r e g a l f a t h e r , David. Not 
always i s t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o honor and r e v e r e f u l f i l l e d t o any 
r e a l degree. Dr. E r n s t Simon, f o r many ye a r s the head of the 
Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y ' s S c h o o l o f E d u c a t i o n , once s a i d t h a t the 
best we can hope i s f o r our c h i l d r e n t o be somewhat l i k e our 
hopes f o r them. R e p l i c a t i o n i s i m p o s s i b l e . 

We can see the p a i n of r e a r i n g c h i l d r e n worked out most 
p o i g n a n t l y at the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y , on t h e t h r e s h o l d of 
modern t i m e s , i n Sholom A l e i c h e m s ' Tevye s t o r i e s . The s t r u g ­
g l i n g dairyman has f i v e daughters and none makes the s o r t of 
marriage or l i f e c h o i c e which b r i n g s Tevye nahat , f u l l s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n . One m a r r i e s a poor t a i l o r , a n o t h e r a r e v o l u t i o n a r y , 
a t h i r d , a G e n t i l e , a f o u r t h , a c r a s s u p s t a r t and the f i f t h 
commits s u i c i d e . Thus, the k i n d o f r e b e l l i o n o f today's c h i l d ­
ren i n t o m a r r i a g e s w i t h non-Jewish p a r t n e r s , i n t o c a r e e r 
c h o i c e s which don't f i t i n w i t h America's c a p i t a l i s t i c s p i r i t , 
i n t o a s e r i o u s encounter w i t h J u d a i s m , o r 1 ' h a v d i l , i n t o f l i r t ­
a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r c u l t s , have t h e i r models i n e a r l i e r genera­
t i o n s o f J e w i s h l i f e . 
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F i n a l l y , when we i d e a l i z e the extended f a m i l y , we s h o u l d 
r e a l i z e t h a t t h e r e have always been o c c a s i o n s , most p e r v a s i v e ­
l y i n t h i s e r a , when f a m i l i e s were s e p a r a t e d by c h o i c e and not 
by c o n s t r a i n t . C h i l d r e n l e f t t o f i n d f o r t u n e and freedom i n 
the goldene medinah and sometimes never saw t h e i r p a r e n t s o r 
s i b l i n g s a g a i n . F a t h e r s o r , more r a r e l y , mothers would l e a v e 
the home t o come here t o earn enough money t o b r i n g the r e s t 
of the f a m i l y o v e r . I n the meanwhile, the s e p a r a t i o n c o u l d 
endure f o r ye a r s o r t h e f a t h e r c o u l d d i s a p p e a r , t h e r e b y abandon 
i n g h i s f a m i l y t o a l i f e o f even g r e a t e r m i s e r y . Today, when 
l i f e ' s b u z z e r h i t s s i x t y - f i v e , c o u p l e s opt f o r r e t i r e m e n t , 
moving away from t h e i r f a m i l i e s c h i l d r e n , g r a n d c h i l d r e n , some 
times aged p a r e n t s t o F l o r i d a o r A r i z o n a o r C a l i f o r n i a . I t 
i s d i f f i c u l t t o square most of th e s e d e c i s i o n s w i t h vaunted 
J e w i s h f a m i l y s o l i d a r i t y . One r e s u l t o f the h e g i r a t o F l o r i d a 
has been the growing u n w i l l i n g n e s s of p a r e n t s , i n most congre­
g a t i o n s , t o sch e d u l e t h e i r c h i l d ' s b ar o r bat m i t z v a h i n the 
w i n t e r , s i n c e as they n o t e , the gra n d p a r e n t s w i l l not r e t u r n 
from F l o r i d a b e f o r e March 15. 

The growth o f the havurah movement i n American Judaism 
can be seen as an attempt t o p r o v i d e a s u r r o g a t e f o r the m i s s ­
i n g extended f a m i l y . W h i l e , i n one sense the development of 
these r e l i g i o u s f e l l o w s h i p s i s a r e a c t i o n t o the bi g n e s s and 
the p e r c e i v e d l a c k of s p i r i t u a l i t y o f the t y p i c a l American 
synagogue, i n another sense, the havurot have responded t o the 
need t o c r e a t e a c a r i n g f a m i l y w i t h which t o c e l e b r a t e both 
l i f e ' s s i g n i f i c a n t moments and t h e c y c l e o f the J e w i s h y e a r . 
Thus, havurot have t h r i v e d i n c o l l e g e towns and l a r g e c i t i e s 
where s t u d e n t s and young s i n g l e s c o n g r e g a t e , and i n p l a c e s l i k e 
C a l i f o r n i a where many f a m i l i e s have s e t t l e d w i t h o u t r e l a t i v e s 
nearby. With shared meals and shared s t u d y , shared w o r s h i p and 
shared weekends, and w i t h the a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l mem­
bers of the group, ( e q u a l i t a r i a n i s m i s a b a s i c p r i n c i p l e o f a l l 
h a v u r o t ) t h e s e groups have p r o v i d e d s u r r o g a t e and/or extended 
f a m i l i e s f o r many w h i l e deepening t h e i r J e w i s h l o y a l t i e s at t h e 
same t i m e . 
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New A l t e r n a t i v e s i n J e w i s h F a m i l y L i v i n g 

D u ring the past two decades a l t e r n a t i v e s t o the n u c l e a r 
f a m i l y have become the common s t y l e of many Americans, and o f 
many American Jews. Any c u r r i c u l u m on the J e w i s h f a m i l y must 
reckon w i t h the o p t i o n s and attempt t o r e l a t e t o them. 

Most common i s the s i n g l e parent f a m i l y , n o r m a l l y the r e ­
s u l t of d i v o r c e , but o c c a s i o n a l l y a r e s u l t o f death. D i v o r c e 
o f t e n l e a v e s one p a r e n t , most commonly the mother, charged w i t h 
r a i s i n g the c h i l d r e n , w h i l e the former spouse has v i s i t i n g 
r i g h t s , g e n e r a l l y o v e r weekends. In such f a m i l i e s c o n f l i c t 
o v e r the J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n o f the c h i l d r e n i s q u i t e widespread 
as the l e s s committed p a r e n t o f t e n uses t h i s i s s u e as a l e v e r 
t o employ a g a i n s t the former p a r t n e r . The c o n f l i c t may be ove r 
the type o f J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n t o be sought, o r over whether t h e r e 
be any J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n at a l l . F r e q u e n t l y , i n J e w i s h s u p p l e ­
mental s c h o o l s , t h e r e i s a problem w i t h Shabbat o r Sunday 
c l a s s e s which impinge on a p a r e n t ' s v i s i t i n g time and cause 
problems even i f the parent i s s u p p o r t i v e of the c h i l d ' s J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n . Thus, i n l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a s , weekend c l a s s e s 
(the best time f o r s u p p l e m e n t a l J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n s i n c e the c h i l d ­
ren are not t i r e d a f t e r a f u l l s c h o o l day) are i n c r e a s i n g l y 
p r o b l e m a t i c . Sometimes, the problems are g r a v e r . In one c a s e , 
a Kramer v e r s u s K r a m e r - l i k e c o u r t f i g h t , I was asked t o t e s t i f y 
i n support of the f a t h e r ' s d e s i r e t h a t h i s daughters r e c e i v e a 
Je w i s h e d u c a t i o n . A f t e r the d i v o r c e a few years ago, the mother 
whom I had known t o be J e w i s h and who had been a moderately 
a c t i v e member of my c o n g r e g a t i o n , had opted f o r U n i t a r i a n i s m 
and was e d u c a t i n g her c h i l d r e n i n the church's Sunday s c h o o l . 
The c o u r t i n i t i a l l y d e c i d e d f o r t h e mother; t h a t d e c i s i o n was 
r e v e r s e d a f t e r a t i m e . Another problem case i n v o l v e d the c h i l d 
of a J e w i s h mother and h e r former husband, a C h r i s t i a n , who was 
b i t t e r l y opposed t o h i s son's r e c e i v i n g a J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . 
Every time he saw h i s son, he t h r e a t e n e d t o t e r m i n a t e the r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p i f h i s son c o n t i n u e d i n s c h o o l . T h i s n a t u r a l l y 
caused t h e nine y e a r o l d g r e a t u p s e t . F i n a l l y , the c o u r t t o l d 
the f a t h e r t o d e s i s t . 

The J e w i s h community and the J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n a l system 
have t o be s e n s i t i v e t o the needs of these f a m i l i e s by s e n s i ­
t i z i n g themselves t o the s p e c i a l problems which accompany s i n g l e 
parenthood, by a s s e s s i n g lower membership fees f o r s i n g l e p a r e n t s 
than f o r the d u a l p a r e n t f a m i l y , i n d e v e l o p i n g programs which 
i n c l u d e s i n g l e p a r e n t s as w e l l as n u c l e a r f a m i l i e s , i n t e a c h i n g 
mothers competence i n l e a d i n g home observances such as k i d d u s h 
and b i r k a t hamazon, i n d e v e l o p i n g h a v u r o t f o r them and i n pro­
moting group observances such as communal sed a r i m and Shabbat 
meals a t r e a s o n a b l e r a t e s . Furthermore, the community s h o u l d 
p r o v i d e avenues f o r such f o r m e r l y m a r r i e d s t o meet o t h e r s who 
are unmarried through a v a r i e t y o f s i n g l e s programs and d a t i n g 
s e r v i c e s . In t h i s manner, the community's g o a l s s h o u l d be two­
f o l d : t o do a l l i t can t o i n t e g r a t e s i n g l e parent f a m i l i e s i n t o 
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communal l i f e w i t h o u t a stigma a t t a c h i n g t o them, and t o h o l d 
a l o f t the J e w i s h i d e a l of marriage and t o see i f i t can emulate 
the A l m i g h t y and f a c i l i t a t e matchmaking. 

There are c o u p l e s who marry but r e f u s e t o have c h i l d r e n . 
For some, the d e c i s i o n d e r i v e s from the n o t i o n t h a t c h i l d r e n 
h i n d e r t h e i r s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t as i n d i v i d u a l s . For o t h e r s , the 
w o r l d seems too overcrowded or t o o b l e a k a p l a c e f o r c h i l d r e n . 
Such a t t i t u d e s go c o u n t e r t o the J e w i s h ethos w h i c h , mandating 
t h a t man and woman be God's c o - p a r t n e r s i n b u i l d i n g the w o r l d , 
understands p r o c r e a t i o n as a b a s i c p a r t o f t h a t r o l e . There 
i s need t o emphasize t h a t t h e g i f t o f c h i l d r e n and the r a i s i n g 
of them i s a r a r e o p p o r t u n i t y t o express and t o r e c e i v e l o v e 
and t o p a r t i c i p a t e most f u l l y i n the wonder of c r e a t i o n . 
Furthermore, as M i l t o n Himmelfarb and o t h e r s have emphasized, 
the b i r t h and n u r t u r e o f J e w i s h c h i l d r e n form the most con­
c r e t e r e f u t a t i o n o f H i t l e r ' s p l a n t o d e s t r o y the J e w i s h people 
r o o t and branch; i t i s a r e a f f i r m a t i o n of the c o n t i n u e d e x i s t ­
ence of Am Y i s r a e l , and i t s triumph over death and d e s t r u c t i o n . 
J e w i s h law p e r m i t s b i r t h c o n t r o l i n some c i r c u m s t a n c e s ( i f 
p r a c t i c e d by the woman and not the man) and i t sees the b i r t h 
of two c h i l d r e n as s u f f i c i e n t f u l f i l l m e n t of the commandment 
to be f r u i t f u l and m u l t i p l y . However, more than two c h i l d r e n 
per f a m i l y are needed i f Jewry i s not merely t o c o n t i n u e at 
i t s p r e s e n t numbers, but a l s o i f i t wishes i n some s m a l l way 
to r e p l e n i s h the numbers l o s t d u r i n g the H o l o c a u s t . Zero 
p o p u l a t i o n growth i s not a proper s t a n c e f o r Jews o r J e w i s h 
community; they have not been o v e r p o p u l a t o r s . R a t h e r , they 
have been p r a c t i c i n g n e g a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n growth. One may 
f a i r l y wonder i f t h e w o r l d would b e n e f i t i f the s p e c i a l i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l and moral q u a l i t i e s o f the J e w i s h people were l e s s i n 
evidence than today. 

Our J e w i s h community i s most a m b i v a l e n t on the i s s u e of 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n growth. Few communal i n s t i t u t i o n s have 
t r e a t e d f a m i l i e s w i t h many c h i l d r e n as boons t o be c u l t i v a t e d , 
by p r o v i d i n g s p e c i a l reduced r a t e s because of the f i n a n c i a l 
burdens assumed by the l a r g e f a m i l y . An i n t e l l i g e n t communal 
p o l i c y would r e q u i r e d r a s t i c a l l y lower payments f o r the J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n or J e w i s h camping e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e t h i r d o r subse­
quent c h i l d i n a l a r g e f a m i l y . The community s h o u l d r e c o g n i z e 
t h a t the t w o - c a r e e r f a m i l i e s are here t o s t a y , and s h o u l d i n ­
t r o d u c e day c a r e programs which would a f f i r m t h a t the community 
wants t o a s s i s t w o r k i n g women m a r r i e d , d i v o r c e d , widowed 
and t h e i r f a m i l i e s by p r o v i d i n g i n t e l l i g e n t n u r s e r i e s w i t h 
J e w i s h programs f o r J e w i s h c h i l d r e n . 

One of the g r e a t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s i n contemporary s o c i e t y 
i n v o l v e s the way many people view l i v i n g t o g e t h e r o u t s i d e of 
m a r r i a g e . A c c o r d i n g t o Y a n k e l o v i c h , a m a j o r i t y do not c o n s i d e r 
t h i s m o r a l l y wrong. 

No J e w i s h a u t h o r i t y w i l l say t h a t such b e h a v i o r i s i d e a l . 
A p r o p e r r e l a t i o n s h i p i n v o l v e s a l i f e o f s a n c t i f i c a t i o n , of 
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commitment to' b u i l d t o g e t h e r i n h o l i n e s s , o f t i e s t h a t b i n d , 
of m a r r i a g e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e e x i s t s w i t h i n the b i b l i c a l 
and r a b b i n i c t r a d i t i o n the n o t i o n o f a mea n i n g f u l l o n g - t e r m 
r e l a t i o n s h i p o u t s i d e of m a r r i a g e , a r e l a t i o n s h i p l a c k i n g 
huppah and k i d d u s h i n . T h i s i s the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f man and 
con c u b i n e , the r e l a t i o n s h i p of Abraham and Hagar. While the 
term concubine has a most p e r j o r a t i v e sound i n our t i m e , i t 
does suggest some analogy t o l i v i n g t o g e t h e r today. A l t h o u g h 
Maimonides r o u n d l y condemns any form o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y o u t ­
s i d e o f m a r r i a g e , o t h e r s admit t h a t i t can be v a l i d i n c e r t a i n 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . Thus, Ravad of P o s q u i e r e s , a f r e q u e n t opponent 
of Maimonides' v i e w p o i n t commented: 

The term kedeshah s u r e l y denotes a woman who i s 
prepared f o r s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s and makes h e r s e l f 
a v a i l a b l e t o a l l men. However, a woman who g i v e s 
h e r s e l f e x c l u s i v e l y t o one man i s not l i a b l e t o 
punishment a t the o r d e r of the J e w i s h communal 
c o u r t , nor does she t r a n s g r e s s any p r o h i b i t i o n 
of J e w i s h law, f o r she i s a p i l e g e s h , a c o n c u b i n e , 
o f t h e k i n d mentioned i n the B i b l e . 

Nahmanides agrees but adds an i n t e r e s t i n g t w i s t : 

No, t a k i n g a p i l e g e s h was p e r m i t t e d . 
and p r a c t i c e d i n I s r a e l In" b i b l i c a l t i m e s . . . 
And i f you would argue t h a t , though i t i s per­
m i t t e d by the Torah, i t has been p r o h i b i t e d by 
r a b b i n i c enactment, i n what p l a c e i s t h i s r u l i n g 
t o be found i n the Talmud, o r what community 
c o u r t promulgated i t , and i n what e r a was i t 
decreed?... But i f he wants her t o be h i s p i l e g e s h 
so t h a t they l i v e t o g e t h e r but w i t h o u t undertak­
i n g f u l l l e g a l e n t a i l m e n t s toward one ano t h e r 
(which w i l l mean t h a t she i s not f o r b i d d e n t o 
o t h e r men), and he t h e r e f o r e does not perform 
any marriage r i t e s f o r h e r , why, he may do so.... 

As f o r you, Rabbi Johah our t e a c h e r , may 
God g i v e you l i f e , p r o h i b i t the p i l e g e s h t o the 
people i n your community, f o r i f they know t h a t 
she i s l e g a l l y p e r m i t t e d , they w i l l become l i ­
c e n t i o u s and immoral, and they w i l l have i n t e r ­
course w i t h t h e i r women w h i l e they are s t i l l 
menstruous. 

We see t h a t what i s l e g a l l y p e r m i t t e d i s h a r d l y a c c e p t a b l e 
m o r a l l y . I t seems t o me t h a t i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e c a l l the 
o p i n i o n s o f Ravad and Nahmanides i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s i s s u e . 
We might acknowledge t h a t l o n g - t e r m n o n - m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
are not a b s o l u t e l y c o n t r a r y t o Judaism even as we must s t a t e 
t h a t they do not conform t o the J e w i s h i d e a l of h o l i n e s s i n 
l i v i n g . R a t h e r than condemn people w i t h such l i v i n g a r r a n g e ­
ments who care deeply about t h e i r mates, we must urge them on 
to a s p i r e t o a h i g h e r l e v e l o f commitment which i s what i s r e ­
pr e s e n t e d by k i d d u s h i n , by m a r r i a g e . 
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In c o n t r a s t t o n o n - m a r i t a l sex, e x t r a - m a r i t a l sex f a c e s 

complete d i s a p p r o v a l i n J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n . A d u l t e r y i s p l a i n l y 
p r o h i b i t e d i n t h e Ten Commandments f o r i t i n t e r f e r e s w i t h and 
d e s t r o y s a r e l a t i o n s h i p which has been r a i s e d from t h e c a s u a l 
t o the h o l y , s a n c t i f i e d i n the presence of the community and 
i n the m y s t i c a l presence o f the A l m i g h t y . A marriage i m p l i e s 
t h a t each p a r t n e r extends t o the o t h e r a t o t a l i t y o f t r u s t and 
commitment which i s d i f f i c u l t i n the best of c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o 
m a i n t a i n . Sexual i n t i m a c i e s w i t h o t h e r s can e a s i l y undermine 
t h a t t r u s t engendering i n i t s p l a c e rage and s u s p i c i o n , and 
c r e a t i n g new o b j e c t s of d e s i r e which can s u p p l a n t one's spouse. 
E x t r a - m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s can a l s o weaken the bonds of r e s p e c t 
and l o v e which have developed between parent and c h i l d . 

Nor can Judaism s a n c t i o n group sex a c t i v i t i e s i n which 
both p a r t n e r s p a r t i c i p a t e w i l l i n g l y w i t h o t h e r c o u p l e s . O v e r t , 
c o n s c i o u s agreement s t i l l f a i l s t o r e c k o n w i t h the u n c o n s c i o u s 
and w i t h the f e e l i n g s o f anger and contempt which can be evoked. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , Judaism's g o a l i s t o make of the n a t u r a l something 
s a c r e d . C a s ualness or p r o m i s c u i t y e i t h e r among m a r r i e d s or non-
m a r r i e d s reduces sex t o the l e v e l of the commonplace, and t r e a t s 
i t s o l e l y as an a c t i v i t y we share w i t h o t h e r c r e a t u r e s . 

With i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y s u f f i c i e n t grounds f o r d i v o r c e i n 
Judaism, t h e r e i s no reason f o r people t o f e e l t r a p p e d i n u n s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y m a r r i a g e s . I f a marriage i s u n r a v e l i n g and cannot be 
put t o g e t h e r , then the J e w i s h remedy, however h e s i t a n t l y t a k e n , 
i s d i v o r c e , openly agreed t o , r a t h e r than a d u l t e r y f u r t i v e l y 
c a r r i e d out. 

One o f the most c o n t r o v e r s i a l i s s u e s i n J e w i s h l i f e has 
been the m a t t e r of h o m o s e x u a l i t y . J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s and l e g a l 
t r a d i t i o n t hrough the ages have been u n e q u i v o c a l l y opposed t o 
homosexual b e h a v i o r . "You s h a l l not l i e w i t h a man as one l i e s 
w i t h a woman; i t i s an a b o m i n a t i o n . " ( L e v i t i c u s 18:22) The 
r a b b i s understood h o m o s e x u a l i t y t o be the r o o t o f Sodom's c o r r u p ­
t i o n when the p o p u l a t i o n sought t o c a r r y out homosexual rape on 
L o t ' s g u e s t s . Hence, sodomy became another name f o r homosex­
u a l i t y . A midrash e x p l a i n s t h a t the g e n e r a t i o n of the F l o o d 
was so m o r a l l y c o r r u p t t h a t i t proposed f o r m a l marriage c o n t r a c t s 
f o r homosexual r e l a t i o n s h i p s and t h u s , condemned i t s e l f t o be 
wiped out. I n t e r e s t i n g l y , the Torah nowhere e x p l i c i t l y p r o h i b i t s 
l e s b i a n i s m , a p p a r e n t l y because i t was not a r e a l i s s u e then a l ­
though such r e l a t i o n s h i p s are b a r r e d by the r a b b i s by analogy 
w i t h male h o m o s e x u a l i t y . 

Judaism saw t h a t which was n a t u r a l as good. I t viewed as 
n a t u r a l those t h i n g s which c o n t r i b u t e d t o the maintenance and 
c o n t i n u a n c e of l i f e . Male and female g e n i t a l i a were comple­
mentary t o each o t h e r . With h e t e r o s e x u a l a c t i v i t y , t h e r e was 
always the p o s s i b i l i t y o f renewed c r e a t i o n and l i f e . Homosex­
u a l i t y was c o n t r a r y t o t h i s n a t u r a l o r d e r and t h e r e f o r e wrong. 
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In r e c e n t decades avowed gays and o t h e r s have argued t h a t 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y i s a v a l i d a l t e r n a t i v e l i f e s t y l e . They have 
d e n i e d t h a t i t i s a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f p s y c h o l o g i c a l i l l n e s s but 
r a t h e r have contended t h a t i t r e f l e c t s a c o n g e n i t a l p r e d i s p o s i ­
t i o n . As s u c h , they c l a i m i t i s n a t u r a l and s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e 
not be s u b j e c t t o condemnation o r t o attempts a t r e o r i e n t a t i o n . 

There are many who view h o m o s e x u a l i t y as an i l l n e s s which 
t h e r e f o r e s h o u l d be t r e a t e d and not a c c e p t e d . Even i f the 
tendency t o h o m o s e x u a l i t y were c o n g e n i t a l l y based, t r a d i t i o n a l 
Judaism might respond t h a t i t i s t h e g o a l of our t r a d i t i o n t o 
channel our impulses t o s a n c t i f i e d b e h a v i o r , t h a t j u s t as t h e 
y e t s e r h a r a , the impulse toward e v i l (the l i f e f o r c e ) needs t o 
be channeled f o r c o n s t r u c t i v e p u r p o s e s , so the tendency t o homo­
s e x u a l i t y which i s p a r t of t h e y e t s e r hara must be channeled t o 
h e t e r o s e x u a l impulses f o r t h e r e b u i l d i n g of f a m i l i e s and l i f e . 
That t h i s must have been done i n J e w i s h l i f e i s not open t o 
doubt. In many p e r i o d s of J e w i s h h i s t o r y , the r a b b i s had so 
l i t t l e f e a r of h o m o s e x u a l i t y t h a t they saw n o t h i n g wrong w i t h 
two b a c h e l o r s s l e e p i n g under the same b l a n k e t because homosex­
u a l i t y was r a r e among Jews and the enforcement o f such p r e v e n t ­
i v e r u l e s was unnecessary. I f h o m o s e x u a l i t y i s a p r e d i s p o s i t i o n 
w i t h which one i s b o r n , then c l e a r l y i t was curbed i n J e w i s h 
h i s t o r y f o r the sake of r e l a t i o n s h i p s which c o u l d f o s t e r both 
companionship, the f a m i l y and the c o n t i n u a t i o n of both J e w i s h 
people and o f a l l humankind. I f i t i s a l e a r n e d r e s p o n s e , then 
t h e r e i s no reason f o r the J e w i s h community t o encourage e d u c a t i o n 
i n a p p l i e d h o m o s e x u a l i t y . 

Thus, i t seems c l e a r t o me t h a t n e i t h e r J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s 
t r a d i t i o n nor J e w i s h f a m i l y p o l i c y can view t h e gay movement 
w i t h f a v o r . T h i s doesn't mean t h a t we s h o u l d t a k e the l e a d i n 
denouncing such b e h a v i o r or attempt t o r i d the w o r l d o f homo­
s e x u a l i t y , A n i t a B r y a n t - s t y l e . I t does mean t h a t we s h o u l d 
not s a n c t i o n as v a l i d the e x i s t e n c e of gay synagogues any more 
than we would the f o u n d i n g of synagogues whose r a i s o n d ' e t r e 
would be t o a t t r a c t s p e c i f i c a l l y a d u l t e r e r s , i d o l a t o r s , or 
s h e l l - f i s h e a t e r s . The "Shabbat v i o l a t o r s " c o n g r e g a t i o n makes 
as l i t t l e sense as the gay synagogue. 

Gays s h o u l d be welcome i n J e w i s h l i f e j u s t as o t h e r Jews 
ar e . We s h o u l d not d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t them any more than we 
do a g a i n s t every o t h e r Jew whose u p h o l d i n g o f J e w i s h e t h i c a l and 
r i t u a l b e h a v i o r i s i m p e r f e c t i n one r e s p e c t or a n o t h e r . We 
s i m p l y cannot acknowledge t h a t the gay l i f e s t y l e i s a v a l i d a l ­
t e r n a t i v e t o the t r a d i t i o n a l J e w i s h l i f e s t y l e o f husband, w i f e 
and c h i l d r e n the J e w i s h f a m i l y . 

Of a l l the c h a l l e n g e s t o t h e J e w i s h f a m i l y , none i s more 
t h r e a t e n i n g than i n t e r m a r r i a g e , the marriage o f a Jew w i t h a 
G e n t i l e who has not c o n v e r t e d t o Judaism. 

Having reached a r a t e o f f o r t y p e r c e n t o r more, i n t e r m a r ­
r i a g e i s now a commonplace on the American scene. Most J e w i s h -
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G e n t i l e m a r r i a g e s do not l e a d t o the f u l l i n t e g r a t i o n o f the 
G e n t i l e p a r t n e r w i t h i n Judaism a l t h o u g h a growing number of 
G e n t i l e spouses do c o n v e r t t o our f a i t h . 

The m a j o r i t y of J e w i s h - G e n t i l e m a r r i a g e s t h e r e f o r e do not 
r e s u l t i n the c r e a t i o n o f a u t h e n t i c a l l y and e x c l u s i v e l y J e w i s h 
f a m i l i e s . R a t h e r , they t r a n s g r e s s the J e w i s h view t h a t our 
unique people w i t h our unique d e s t i n y can o n l y be m a i n t a i n e d 
when Jew m a r r i e s Jew. While the Torah and the Prophets have no 
a b s o l u t e ban on i n t e r m a r r i a g e , the ban o f Jew m a r r y i n g non-Jew 
became a norm d u r i n g the P e r s i a n p e r i o d of E z r a and Nehemiah 
and was f u l l y outlawed i n H e l l e n i s t i c and r a b b i n i c t i m e s . 

T h i s has remained the J e w i s h v i e w p o i n t u n t i l t h i s c e n t u r y . 
I t has been q u e s t i o n e d i n our t i m e , however. De f a c t o , i t has 
been c h a l l e n g e d by the a c t i o n o f the J e w i s h community i n g i v i n g 
p o s i t i o n s of honor t o Jews who not o n l y m a r r i e d non-Jews, but 
even a l l o w e d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o be r a i s e d i n o t h e r f a i t h s . De 
f a c t o , i t has been c h a l l e n g e d by a s m a l l number of Reform r a b b i s 
who w i l l c o - o f f i c i a t e w i t h m i n i s t e r s o r p r i e s t s a t i n t e r m a r r i a g e s , 
f r e q u e n t l y h e l d i n non-Jewish houses of w o r s h i p . These p o s i t i o n s 
however, have been w i d e l y c r i t i c i z e d i n J e w i s h l i f e . 

F i n a l l y , the c l a s s i c p o s i t i o n on i n t e r m a r r i a g e has been 
undermined by the thousands o f well-meaning Jews who have a t t e n d ­
ed wedding ceremonies o f Jews and G e n t i l e s s a n c t i f i e d by C h r i s t i a n 
c l e r g y w i t h o r w i t h o u t the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of c e r t a i n r a b b i s . By 
t h e i r p r e s e n c e , these Jews have t a c i t l y i n d i c a t e d t h e i r acceptance 
of i n t e r m a r r i a g e i s j u s t one more unpleasant but i n e x o r a b l e p a r t 
of the J e w i s h scene. So widespread i s t h i s a i r of a c q u i e s c e n c e 
t h a t I was once lambasted by a c o u s i n , a p i l l a r o f a C o n s e r v a t i v e 
synagogue, because I had p o l i t e l y , I t h o u g h t , demurred from a t ­
t e n d i n g the n u p t i a l s of h i s n i e c e who was m a r r y i n g an u n c o n v e r t e d 
non-Jew. Why wouldn't I a t t e n d , he i n q u i r e d . A f t e r a l l , the food 
was s t r i c t l y kosher. I i n d i c a t e d t h a t w h i l e the food was k o s h e r , 
the marriage was c l e a r l y not. Thus, any attendance at the wedding 
would be improper because i t c o u l d be c o n s t r u e d t o i n d i c a t e t h a t 
I , i n some way, approved o f what was t r a n s p i r i n g . 

The e a s i e s t t h i n g f o r J e w i s h communal and r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s 
t o do i s t o denounce i n t e r m a r r i a g e . Any o b j e c t i v e assessment 
must acknowledge t h a t no amount of outrage o r i n t e n s i v e e d u c a t i o n ­
a l programming can e l i m i n a t e i n t e r m a r r i a g e f u l l y i n a s o c i e t y 
which i s open i n v i r t u a l l y every sphere t o Jews and i n which 
Jews are encouraged t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the economic, s o c i a l , p o l i t ­
i c a l and c u l t u r a l w o r l d s . 

We know t h a t , by and l a r g e , the more e x t e n s i v e the J e w i s h 
e d u c a t i o n , the more i n t e n s i v e the degree of J e w i s h l i v i n g i n one's 
p a r e n t a l home, the b e t t e r the chance t h a t a J e w i s h y o u n g s t e r w i l l 
a c c e p t the o v e r r i d i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e of Judaism and J e w i s h i d e n t i t y . 
With a s t r o n g J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n and p o w e r f u l J e w i s h e x p e r i e n c e ; 
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he should as w e l l understand the importance of m a r r y i n g a J e w i s h 
spouse t o m a i n t a i n p e r s o n a l l y one's p o s i t i o n i n the mighty stream 
of J e w i s h h i s t o r y . But t h e r e are no g u a r a n t e e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
i t seems t h a t as a m a t t e r o f p o l i c y f o r a m e a n i n g f u l J e w i s h 
f u t u r e , we can expect o f our J e w i s h l e a d e r s t h a t they r e f l e c t 
i n t h e i r l i v e s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s an u n e q u i v o c a l commitment 
t o J e w i s h c o n t i n u i t y . 

With r e g a r d t o i n t e r m a r r i a g e and i n t e r m a r r i e d s , we s h o u l d 
observe the d i s t i n c t i o n between the deed and t h e d o e r , proposed 
by B e r u r i a h , R. M e i r ' s b r i l l i a n t w i f e . Thus, w h i l e opposing 
i n t e r m a r r i a g e , the community s h o u l d t r y i n every p o s s i b l e manner 
t o draw i n t e r m a r r i e d c o u p l e s i n t o the community w i t h programs 
e s p e c i a l l y geared f o r them. There are many who, w h i l e r e m a i n i n g 
u n c o n v e r t e d , do n e v e r t h e l e s s i d e n t i f y w i t h the J e w i s h w o r l d and 
J e w i s h l i f e . 

Most c o n c r e t e l y , the J e w i s h community must spare no e f f o r t 
t o b r i n g these i n t e r m a r r i e d f a m i l i e s i n t o the J e w i s h community 
by c o n v e r t i n g the G e n t i l e p a r t n e r s . Such c o n v e r s i o n a r y e f f o r t s 
are viewed, a t b e s t d u b i o u s l y , at most, n e g a t i v e l y , by Orthodox 
l e a d e r s h i p . Most Orthodox r a b b i s d i s d a i n c o n v e r s i o n s where marriage 
i s a m o t i v e , a l t h o u g h many a u t h o r i t i e s have h i s t o r i c a l l y adopted 
a more l e n i e n t a t t i t u d e where o t h e r reasons f o r c o n v e r s i o n c o u l d 
be c i t e d as w e l l . In f a c t , t h e r e e x i s t u lpanim f o r c o n v e r s i o n 
i n I s r a e l under Orthodox a u s p i c e s where a s i g n i f i c a n t percentage 
of the c l i e n t e l e are a c t u a l o r p o t e n t i a l spouses o f J e w i s h 
c i t i z e n s o f the J e w i s h s t a t e . 

J e w i s h a u t h o r i t i e s are i n c r e a s i n g l y p o i n t i n g t o the f a c t 
t h a t Judaism was a p r o s e l y t i z i n g r e l i g i o n two thousand y e a r s 
ago and a s s e r t i n g t h a t a more open and p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e t o 
would-be p r o s e l y t e s today i s both a n e c e s s i t y and a d e s i d e r a t u m . 
I t i s a n e c e s s i t y because i t p r e s e n t s the one J e w i s h l y con­
s t r u c t i v e way t o d e a l w i t h those who have opted f o r i n t e r m a r r i a g e . 
I t i s a d e s i d e r a t u m because i t a f f o r d s the community the oppor-_ 
t u n i t y t o c r e a t e committed, c a r i n g Jews and l i v i n g J e w i s h f a m i l i e s 
out of a G e n t i l e and h i s o r h e r r e l i g i o u s l y i n d i f f e r e n t J e w i s h 
p a r t n e r . I t i s a d e s i d e r a t u m because the presence w i t h i n the 
J e w i s h community of those who have f r e e l y chosen Judaism can have 
a l e a v e n i n g a f f e c t on born Jews who have tak e n Judaism f o r g r a n t e d . 
I t i s a d e s i d e r a t u m because i t a g a i n a f f i r m s t h a t Judaism i s a r e ­
l i g i o u s f e l l o w s h i p p o t e n t i a l l y open t o a l l r a t h e r than a c l u b 
c o n t e n t j u s t t o i n s i s t upon b e l o n g i n g and g i v i n g . 

Thus, w h i l e Judaism must oppose i n t e r m a r r i a g e f o r the sake 
of the i n t e g r i t y o f i t s v i s i o n and the p e r p e t u a t i o n o f i t s p e o p l e , 
i t s h o u l d a t the same t i m e , remain open t o i n t e r m a r r i e d s , s p a r i n g 
no e f f o r t t o b r i n g i n t o Judaism those p r e p a r e d t o undertake i t s 
s e r i o u s and w e i g h t y commitments. I t s h o u l d a l s o m a i n t a i n an i n ­
t e r e s t i n and concern f o r those i n t e r m a r r i e d s who, w h i l e p r e ­
d i s p o s e d t o J u d a i s m , are u n w i l l i n g or unable t o c a s t t h e i r l o t 
t o t a l l y w i t h the J e w i s h h e r i t a g e . 
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The Family and The Jewish Future 

Except for a small number of c r i t i c s who see the t r a d i t i o n a l f a m i l y 
as i n i m i c a l t o t h e i r v i s i o n of a r a d i c a l i z e d w o r l d , most au t h ­
o r i t i e s know t h a t f a m i l i e s are e s s e n t i a l t o c o n t i n u a n c e of 
s o c i a l growth and c o n t i n u i t y and i n d i v i d u a l development. The 
h e a l t h and s t r e n g t h of the f a m i l y are thus i n t i m a t e l y l i n k e d 
t o the h e a l t h and s t r e n g t h o f the s o c i e t y and the w o r l d i n which 
they l i v e . Judaism as a r e l i g i o n which has put g r e a t emphasis 
on f a m i l y a c t i v i t y understands j u s t how i m p o r t a n t are these 
f a m i l y r o l e s . 

In a f u n c t i o n a l sense, the f a m i l y s e r v e s t o keep the group 
and i t s w o r l d a l i v e by p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e c o n t i n u i n g replacement 
of deceased members w i t h new b i r t h s . I t c a r e s f o r the t o t a l 
needs of newborns who, from every vantage p o i n t , are i n c a p a b l e 
o f f e n d i n g f o r themselves f o r many y e a r s . The f a m i l y h i s t o r i c ­
a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d an economic u n i t i n which p a r e n t s n u r t u r e d 
c h i l d r e n u n t i l the c h i l d r e n were o l d enough t o a s s i s t i n main­
t a i n i n g and f u r t h e r i n g the patrimony and t h e n , a f t e r assuming 
i t s d i r e c t i o n , o f c a r i n g f o r t h e i r e l d e r s when the l a t t e r c o u l d 
no l o n g e r work themselves. S o c i o l o g i s t s and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s 
a l s o see the bonds of f a m i l y as s o c i a l l y n e c e s s a r y i n o r d e r t o 
p r o v i d e a c c e p t a b l e channels f o r s e x u a l e x p r e s s i o n w h i l e r e s t r a i n ­
i n g and c u r b i n g u n b r i d l e d and a g g r e s s i v e s e x u a l a c t i v i t y . In 
t h i s v i e w , i n c e s t taboos l i m i t d e s t r u c t i v e s e x u a l c o m p e t i t i o n 
w i t h i n the f a m i l y and i m p e l younger f a m i l y members t o seek p a r t ­
ners o u t s i d e , t h e r e b y opening the f a m i l y t o the l a r g e r community 
and e s t a b l i s h i n g l i n k s between f a m i l i e s . 

The f a m i l y was thus a p i l l a r o f the s o c i a l o r d e r and s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e and i t s importance c o n t i n u e s today. Neverthe l e s s , 
not a l l of i t s t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e s are as r e l e v a n t now. As s o c i e t y 
has become more c o m p l i c a t e d and complex, the e d u c a t i o n a l r o l e of 
the f a m i l y has been d i m i n i s h e d , s u p p l a n t e d i n c r e a s i n g l y by s c h o o l 
and now t e l e v i s i o n . S i m i l a r l y , l e s s and l e s s y o u n g s t e r s have 
f a m i l y farms or b u s i n e s s e s t o a s s i s t i n r u n n i n g o r f a m i l y c r a f t s 
t o l e a r n , and even i n those cases when such e x i s t , the upcoming 
g e n e r a t i o n i s l e s s apt to f o l l o w i n the p r o v e r b i a l p a r e n t a l f o o t ­
s t e p s . F i n a l l y , the e x i s t e n c e of government and p r i v a t e p e n s i o n 
programs has reduced the f a m i l y ' s r o l e as the economic s t a y o f 
t h e e l d e r l y . 

Thus, the f u n c t i o n s o f f a m i l y today may not loom q u i t e as 
l a r g e as i n times p a s t , but i n many c i r c l e s , t h e r e i s renewed 
a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the importance of those b a s i c f u n c t i o n s which 
remain and which can r a r e l y be a d e q u a t e l y f u l f i l l e d by o t h e r s . 

Most i m p o r t a n t i n t h i s r e g a r d i s the p a r e n t a l r o l e i n 
n u r t u r i n g and l o v i n g . C h i l d r e n need c o n t i n u o u s l o v i n g i n t e r ­
a c t i o n w i t h one or two a d u l t s t o develop f e e l i n g s o f c o n f i d e n c e 
and t r u s t which w i l l enable them t o grow e m o t i o n a l l y and i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l l y . S t u d i e s have shown t h a t c h i l d r e n who are not h e l d , 
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who have not e x p e r i e n c e d warm, l o v i n g responses from a d u l t s can 
have s t u n t e d growth i n t e l l e c t u a l l y and p h y s i c a l l y and can even 
have t h e i r chances f o r p h y s i c a l s u r v i v a l i m p a i r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 
For f u l l development, someone has t o be t h e r e . For a s p e c i f i c 
c h i l d , someone has t o see t h a t c h i l d as the a p p l e of h i s o r her 
eye. For some e x p e r t s , t h i s i m p l i e s t h a t t h e r e i s need f o r a 
r e g u l a r , c o n s t a n t m a t e r n a l presence d u r i n g the f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s 
of a c h i l d ' s l i f e so t h a t the c h i l d d e v e l o p s the e m o t i o n a l s e c u r ­
i t y which i s needed i f i t i s t o have s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e t o develop 
g r e a t e r s e p a r a t e n e s s and i n d i v i d u a l i t y . Others a s s e r t t h a t what 
i s d e c i s i v e i s t h e q u a l i t y of the l o v e and n u r t u r e l a v i s h e d on 
the c h i l d i n the time the l o v i n g a d u l t (and t h e r e i s no reason 
why i t can't be the f a t h e r as w e l l as the mother) i s w i t h the 
c h i l d . P o i n t i n g t o the s u c c e s s f u l k i b b u t z model, they note t h a t 
p a r e n t s t h e r e spend a few hours each day n u r t u r i n g the c h i l d r e n 
w h i l e n u r s i n g and e d u c a t i o n a l b u r e a u c r a c i e s a t t e n d t o the phys­
i c a l and e d u c a t i o n a l needs of the c h i l d r e n . Mary Jo Bane i n 
Here t o Stay s t a t e s t h a t t h e r e are s u r p r i s i n g l y s m a l l d i f f e r e n c e s 
between the amount of time working mothers and non-working mothers 
spend e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n . One study i n 1965 showed 
t h a t the t y p i c a l non-working mother spent 1.4 hours per day on 
c h i l d c a r e which was g e n e r a l l y u n s t r u c t u r e d and unplanned. 
Working mothers e s p e c i a l l y o f the middle c l a s s , on the o t h e r hand, 
ar e l a r g e l y c a r e f u l t o s t r u c t u r e time e x c l u s i v e l y f o r t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n , r e a d i n g t o them more and p l a n n i n g s p e c i f i c a c t i v i t i e s 
w i t h and f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

But whether p a r t - t i m e or f u l l - t i m e p a r e n t a l n u r t u r i n g w i l l 
do, most s t u d e n t s of the f a m i l y agree t h a t no day c a r e c e n t e r 
o r s i t t e r can s u p p l a n t the l o v e and e m o t i o n a l support which a 
parent can l a v i s h on i t s o f f s p r i n g . When a c h i l d knows he has 
l o v e and s u p p o r t , he b e g i n s t o a c q u i r e the c o n f i d e n c e needed t o 
s t r i k e out on new p a t h s , t o c o n t i n u e the p r o c e s s of e x p l o r a t i o n , 
t o develop a s t r o n g and independent p e r s o n a l i t y o f one's own. 

In the f a m i l y , the c h i l d i s dependent on t hose w i t h g r e a t e r 
power. He l e a r n s t h a t he cannot have e v e r y t h i n g he w i s h e s . Thus, 
the c h i l d l e a r n s t o a c c e p t a u t h o r i t y and t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t h i s 
acceptance w i t h i n the f a m i l y and w i t h i n the s o c i e t y w i l l be 
determined i n p a r t by t h e degree t o which he conforms t o the 
s o c i e t a l norms. A u t h o r i t y can be imposed by f i a t , w i t h o u t ex­
p l a n a t i o n . In such c a s e s , independence and c r e a t i v i t y are curbed. 
One does what i s e x p e c t e d w i t h o u t s e e k i n g o r e x p e c t i n g u n d erstand­
i n g . I n o t h e r c a s e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n our t i m e , p e r m i s s i v e n e s s has 
run rampant so t h a t t h e c h i l d has no sense of l i m i t s , but r a t h e r 
a sense t h a t i n him a l l meaning r e s t s . Thus p e r m i s s i v e n e s s has 
become a b a s i c prod f o r the c u l t o f s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t , of e g r e-
i o u s n a r c i s s i s m . 

I d e a l l y , the i m p o s i t i o n o f a u t h o r i t y s h o u l d be accompanied 
by e x p l a n a t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n . A c h i l d s h o u l d l e a r n t h a t the 
r u l e s he i s expected t o observe are f o r h i s good as w e l l as f o r 
t h e w e l f a r e o f o t h e r members of t h e f a m i l y o r community. He o r 
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she has t o understand t h a t t h e r e are o t h e r s who have l e g i t i m a t e 
needs as w e l l as he and t h a t he must l e a r n t o l i v e w i t h them. 
Thus, he must compromise and accept l e s s than e v e r y t h i n g he de­
s i r e s . T h i s p r o c e s s o f growth i n s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e and s e l f - c o n ­
t r o l w i l l not be w i t h o u t c o n f l i c t w i t h p a r e n t s and s i b l i n g s . 
Where t h e r e i s a r e a l e f f o r t a t communication then the sources 
of c o n f l i c t w i t h i n a f a m i l y can be uncovered, l e a d i n g h o p e f u l l y 
to a p e a c e f u l r e s o l u t i o n . 

As c h i l d r e n are r a i s e d , they i n t e r n a l i z e the norms of t h e i r 
f a m i l y and through them, of t h e i r community. They w i l l , from 
time t o t i m e , h a r b o r thoughts or f e e l i n g s which they know con­
s c i o u s l y t o be u n a c c e p t a b l e i n terms of f a m i l y s t a n d a r d s . As 
a r e s u l t , they w i l l f e e l g u i l t . T h i s g u i l t can be s u b l i m a t e d 
and r e d i r e c t e d i n t o s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e a c t i v i t i e s . Some g u i l t 
i s u s e f u l as a check on impulse and e x c e s s . I t r e i n f o r c e s once 
a g a i n the n o t i o n t h a t not a l l wishes are e q u a l l y v a l i d , t h a t 
t h e r e are deeds which are s i m p l y wrong and which ought not t o 
be c a r r i e d out. 

Thus, through l o v e and care and example, the c h i l d i n the 
f a m i l y s e t t i n g l e a r n s t o l i v e as an i n c r e a s i n g l y independent 
e n t i t y w i t h i n the c o n t e x t of a m i n i - s o c i e t y . By w a t c h i n g o t h e r s , 
by d i r e c t i o n s from i t s p a r e n t s , by means of i t s e x p e r i e n c e s , 
the c h i l d l e a r n s a c c e p t a b l e b e h a v i o r i n e a t i n g , t o i l e t i n g , s l e e p ­
i n g and i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h o t h e r s . I t becomes a person w i t h r e ­
sources and a b i l i t i e s which enable i t t o move i n t o l a r g e r con­
t e x t s t o c o n t i n u e t o grow i n t e l l e c t u a l l y , e x p e r i e n t i a l l y and 
s o c i a l l y . 

Contemporary s t u d e n t s o f the f a m i l y have tended t o p l a y 
down the f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n s o f the f a m i l y , emphasiz­
i n g i n s t e a d i t s overwhelming s i g n i f i c a n c e as the hot-house of 
e m o t i o n a l growth. While t h i s i s p r o b a b l y o v e r s t a t e d i n terms 
of g e n e r a l c u l t u r e , i t i s c e r t a i n l y g r o s s l y i n a c c u r a t e w i t h r e ­
gard t o the t r a n s m i s s i o n of J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s c u l t u r e . 

S i n c e Judaism demands, i n Dr. Abraham Joshua H e s c h e l ' s 
apt p h r a s e , "a l e a p o f a c t i o n , " f o r m a l c l a s s r o o m e d u c a t i o n can 
never s u p p l y the s t u d e n t w i t h a f u l l sense of the s p i r i t of 
J e w i s h l i f e , j u s t as a m u s i c a l s c o r e on a sheet of paper can 
o n l y p r o v i d e the s k e t c h i e s t o u t l i n e o f what the music w i l l sound 
l i k e when p l a y e d by a symphony o r c h e s t r a . 

Judaism i s a system of s a n c t i f i e d deeds, a system which i s 
t h e o r e t i c a l l y c o e x t e n s i v e w i t h l i f e . The home i s the p l a c e 
where t h e s e a c t s are p r e e m i n e n t l y c a r r i e d o u t . Time i s s a n c t ­
i f i e d w i t h c a n d l e s , wine and h a l l a h and f e s t i v e meals on the 
Shabbat; h o l i d a y s , w i t h t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e observances always 
a f f o r d i n g some d i s t i n c t i v e r o l e f o r c h i l d r e n , impress on the 
h e a r t and mind a f e e l i n g f o r J e w i s h l i v i n g which no amount of 
c l a s s e s can t r u l y r e p l i c a t e . A c h i l d ' s J e w i s h i d e n t i t y i s formed 
because i n a r e g u l a r manner (and the more r e g u l a r the b e t t e r ) 
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symbols, a c t i o n s , songs and s t o r i e s - - a l l a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
h e r i t a g e o f I s r a e l - - a r e i n t r o d u c e d i n t o the J e w i s h home, adding 
awe and beauty and d e l i g h t . I t i s these home e x p e r i e n c e s 
which the c h i l d s h o u l d encounter from b i r t h which g i v e b i r t h 
t o a n a t u r a l Jew. For such p e o p l e , a J e w i s h s c h o o l p r o v i d e s 
the i n t e l l e c t u a l u n d e r p i n n i n g s and u n d e r s t a n d i n g s f o r an 
i d e n t i t y which has v i r t u a l l y been formed. The s c h o o l r e ­
i n f o r c e s i n the p u b l i c w o r l d of peers the w o r t h w h i l e n e s s 
o f the J e w i s h i d e n t i t y one a l r e a d y has a c q u i r e d . Only i n 
r a r e c a s e s , can the cha r i s m a o f t e a c h e r o r headmaster o r r a b b i 
p r o v i d e a c o u n t e r v a i l i n g i n f l u e n c e t o the J e w i s h blandness 
of most contemporary Jewish" homes and e f f e c t p o s i t i v e 
J e w i s h change. i n the overwhelming number of c a s e s , the 
f a m i l i l i a l atmosphere determines the s t r e n g t h o r weakness 
o f the c h i l d ' s commitment.to Judaism and J e w i s h n e s s . 

With f a m i l y so i m p o r t a n t i n the •transmission of J e w i s h 
' i d e n t i t y , the J e w i s h emphasis on f o r m a l s c h o o l i n g f o r c h i l d r e n 
i n t h i s c o u n t r y "put the c a r b e f o r e the horse somewhat. When 
Jews l i v e d ' i n ' t o t a l l y J e w i s h environments, the s c h o o l was 
an i m p o r t a n t a d j u n c t , a p a r t •of' t h a t environment.'' I n our 
t i m e - w i t h J e w i s h home l i f e so m i n i m a l l y J e w i s h i n most c a s e s , 
t h e r e i s need t o a f f o r d i n d i v i d u a l and f a m i l i e s the e x p e r i e n c e s 
of .Jewish- l i v i r f g . - One o f the reasons f o r the success o f 
Ramah and o t h e r J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s / c u l t u r a l summer camps f o r 
youth-was thatf they, p r o v i d e d ,a t o t a l e x p e r i e n c e i n l i v i n g 
J u d aism. Tire/weakness of the camp program was t h a t i t t o o 
e a s i l y was t r e a t e d as•, a summer i d y l l w i t h no r e l e v a n c e t o 
the ' r e a l w o r l d back home, or w i t h ; no p o s s i b i l i t y of a p p l i c a t i o n 
i n t h a t - w o r l d . Furthermore, the /success :of J e w i s h camping 
was •reduced Abecause i t ' f a i l e d '.to .'address; the e n t i r e f a m i l y . 

, What .is needed i s ' t h e - e x p a n s i o n today o r i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
•meaningful expériences •"for. th'e־ e n t i r e f a m i l y so t h a t i t can 
be i n s p i r e d t o i n t r o d u c e deeper־levels o f Jewish־commitment 
.in/to the". h'ome־ , • ,׳ - . -

In emphasizing the importance of־;the f a m i l y i h . t h e 
• development ;of t h e child's we s h o u l d not s k i r t - i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e 
H f o r thé a d u l t members as w e l l The t. ׳ . i e s o f companionship and 

l o v e between'husband-and w i f e * w i t h each l e a r n i n g t o t r a n s c e n d ' 
h i s o r h e r own immediate needs to. f i n d meaning i n * b r i n g i n g 
d e l i g h t and c o n s i d e r a t i o n 'to .the- o t h e r , i s ^ a r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
of the g r e a t e s t power• and meaning. When c h i l d r e n i s s u e from 
t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h e r e i s o f t e n t h e sense t h a t one i s 

, . p l a y i n g v a n e s s e n t i a l r o l e , i n the e t e r n a l , ongoing f l o w of 
e ־ ׳., x i s t e n c e . ! One has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a m i r a c u l o u s a c t o f -, 

c r e a t i o n and one has the amazing o p p o r t u n i t y and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
to, guide .that s '־. . o u l i n l o v e and i n wisdom and i n tenderness-. • 
, , Thus., the' f a m i l y s e t t i n g •has a t r a n s f o r m i n g • a f f e c t ; on a d u l t s - . , 

as• they,leârn from day t o day-to c e l e b r a t e the wonder o f l o v e , 
'the'mystery, o f c r e a t i o n  t " v • ־•• •. .־ ־ . ־ - , .

• . F a m i l i e s are p a r t , of the f a b r i c o f l i f e . . - No•..people h as - trad 
more • i n t u i t i v e * •understanding o f t h a t f act:'-tn'a-n.. the Jewish• 
p e o p l e . •No people has more w i s e l y understood-tïtiaV*,it is>in,thé׳ 
f a m i l y s e t t i n g .that the presence of' God.can be most k e e n l y f e l t 
By l i v i n g J udaism, the J e w i s h f a m i l y has u n t o l d o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t o r e j o i c e i n the b o u n t i e s which have been bestowed u p o n ' i t . 
We must spare no e f f o r t t o show Jews o f a l l ages the 
i n e s t i m a b l e v a l u e o f J e w i s h f a m i l y l i v i n g . 






