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1. INTRODUCTION 

The A s s o c i a t i o n ' s a c t i v i t i e s each year h i g h l i g h t the importance of i t s work 
and the need f o r as many people as p o s s i b l e to p a r t i c i p a t e in i t s d i f f e r e n t 
spheres of i n f l u e n c e and so c o n t r i b u t e i n one way or another to uphold the very 
r e a l r e s p e c t with which i t i s he ld , no t only wi th in the Jewish community, but 
a l s o by many p o l i t i c i a n s and l eade r s from many walks of l i f e in t h i s count ry and 
worldwide. This regard f o r the Assoc i a t i on was emphasised by Viscount Whitelaw 
i n h i s address on Human Rights a t an AJA Pub l i c Meeting t h i s y e a r . I t was an 
acknowledgement by the Leader of the House of Lords and Deputy Prime Minis te r 
tha t the c o n t r i b u t i o n made by t h i s Assoc ia t ion i s impor tan t . ( D e t a i l s of t h i s 
meeting a r e r epor t ed l a t e r ) . The r e spec t and a f f e c t i o n of the S t a t e of I s r a e l 
towards the Assoc i a t i on a t the many meetings i n London and Jerusa lem have played 
a very r e a l p a r t i n s t r eng then ing unders tand ing between both c o u n t r i e s . (A l a r g e -
s c a l e Pub l i c Meeting to d i scuss some of these problems was held t h i s year with 
Lord C h a l f o n t ) . The important work of he lp ing our Jewish b re th ren i n need i n 
o the r p a r t s of the world i s a l s o of concern to the AJA, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the f i e l d 
of educa t ion . The a b s o r p t i o n and a i d i n g of r e fugees from coun t l e s s c o u n t r i e s by 
I s r a e l i s something we a l l must r e s p e c t . The Assoc ia t ion has a l s o been concerned 
with problems of f a n a t i c i s m wi th in Great B r i t a i n , and has t h e r e f o r e held t h i s year 
a s e r i e s of l a r g e - s c a l e Pub l i c Meetings to draw a t t e n t i o n to the dangers of co ld -
blooded bureaucracy (Meeting on Eichmann, October 1983), and the problems of race 
r e l a t i o n s (Meeting on Human Righ t s , May 1984 ) . 

1983 saw the inaugura t ion of a new P r e s i d e n t , Mr. Clemens N. Nathan, who had 
fo rmer ly been Deputy P r e s i d e n t and now succeeded Dr. B a s i l Bard. This was a year 
of expansion i n our Human Rights a c t i v i t i e s and more f r e q u e n t Publ ic Meetings on 
top ics of contemporary importance both f o r the Jewish community and the gene ra l 
p u b l i c , p rovid ing a f u l l programme of events f o r our membership throughout the 
y e a r . Furthermore, the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s con t ac t s overseas were maintained and 
developed i n t h e course of the yea r , and our educa t iona l a c t i v i t i e s i n making 
g ran t s and loans to Jewish s t u d e n t s , mainly from overseas but a l s o from t h i s 
coun t ry , has con t inued . There i s inc reased l i a i s o n with o the r educa t iona l 
o rgan i s a t i ons i n the Jewish community, both i n Great B r i t a i n and worldwide. 

2 . INTERNA TIONAL RELATIONS 

Our r e l a t i o n s with the A l l i a n c e I s r a e l i t e Un ive r se l l e i n France and the American 
Jewish Committee have been s t reng thened through the many pe r sona l v i s i t s of our 
P r e s i d e n t and o ther Honorary O f f i c e r s to Europe and the United S t a t e s i n the 
course of the y e a r . The P r e s i d e n t r ep resen ted the Assoc ia t ion a t the Annual 
General Meeting of the A l l i a n c e I s r a e l i t e U n i v e r s e l l e , a t which he had important 
d i scuss ions with t h e i r P r e s iden t Mr. J u l e s Braunschvig and o ther Honorary O f f i c e r s , 
as wel l as with Mrs. Jean K i r k p a t r i c k , the United S t a t e s Permanent Rep re sen t a t i ve 
to the United Na t ions During h ׳ . i s v i s i t to I s r a e l in Ifey, the P r e s i d e n t had 
meetings a t the Brit ish Embassy, the I s r a e l i Foreign Min is t ry and a number of 
educa t iona l i n s t i t u t i o n s with which the Assoc i a t i on i s i nvo lved . In J u l y , the 
AJA w i l l be r ep resen ted a t the Bi-Annual Meeting of the Memorial Foundation f o r 
Jewish Cul tu re and the Claims Conference to be held in Jerusa lem, which a l s o narks 
the 20th Anniversary of the Memorial Foundat ion. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
B l a u s t e i n L i b r a r y , 

The A s s o c i a t i o n ' s p r o t e s t to the Secre ta ry of S t a t e f o r Foreign 8c Commonwealth 
A f f a i r s tha t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on P a l e s t i n e would 
not be i n the i n t e r e s t of t h i s country should be h i g h l i g h t e d , and the Foreign 
8c Commonwealth O f f i c e has been very h e l p f u l on a number of o ther mat ters a f f e c t -
ing Jews throughout the world. Frequent meetings on our educa t iona l and Human 
Sights work and on a t t i t u d e s towards the S t a t e of I s r a e l have taken p lace a t the 
I s r a e l i Embassy in London. 

3 . HUMAN RIGHTS WORK 

The AJA i s a member of the Consu l t a t ive Council of Jewish Organisa t ions , which 
has non-governmental s t a t u s a t the United Nat ions , and i s c o n s t a n t l y d i scuss ing 
and monitoring r epo r t s t h e r e . The Assoc ia t ion presented a d e t a i l e d document on 
Genocide f o r the updat ing of a s tudy on Genocide by the United Nations Section 
on the Studies and Prevent ion of Discr iminat ion in Geneva, and i s g r a t e f u l to 
those members of the AJA who con t r ibu ted to t h i s r e s e a r c h . During the P r e s i d e n t ' s 
recent v i s i t to Geneva, a number of meetings were arranged with s p e c i a l i s e d 
o rgan i sa t ions i n Human Rights as wel l as with the Ambassador of I s r a e l to the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission. 

The Assoc ia t ion has a l s o been a c t i v e i n t h i s country a t the United Nations 
Assoc ia t ion , and p a r t i c i p a t e d in i t s Annual General Council in Coventry in A p r i l , 
where i t was represented by the P re s iden t and Mr. David M. Jacobs , a member of 
the Council . . The Assoc ia t ion was a l s o represented a t the Conference of the World 
Organisa t ion of Jews from Arab Countr ies i n London e a r l i e r t h i s year , a t which 
the p l i g h t of Jewish re fugees from Arab c o u n t r i e s , and those s t i l l remaining 
the re , was examined. The Assoc ia t ion has cont inuous ly b r i e f e d Euro MPs and 
MPs on our Council on i s sues which a r e of concern, and thanks a l l those who have 
given h e l p f u l advice and guidance to the AJA i n the course of the y e a r . A number 
of informal meetings and d i scuss ions have been held with s p e c i a l i s t s on Human 
Rights , a number of whom a r e members of our Council , to examine the work of the 
AJA in th i s f i e l d . An a n a l y s i s of i n f i l t r a t i o n i n t o major p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s in 
t h i s country was submitted to the Executive, and a document i s being prepared f o r 
the Council on t h i s s u b j e c t . 

4 . EDUCATION 8c SCHOLARSHIPS COMMITTEE 

Over s i x t y Jewish s tuden ts a t u n i v e r s i t i e s i n t h i s country a r e a t p resen t 
r ece iv ing s u b s t a n t i a l awards from the Assoc ia t ion , a p a r t from the gran ts given 
to s tuden ts and i n s t i t u t i o n s of h igher educat ion i n I s r a e l . The s e l e c t i o n and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of these grants and loans cont inues throughout the y e a r . 

A number of new members have been co-opted to the Education 8c Scholarships Committee 
dur ing the years Miss B. Barwell , an Honorary O f f i c e r of the Z ion i s t Federa t ion 
on the Education 8c Youth Committee of the Board of Deput ies ; Mrs. B. Harverd; 
Mrs. S. Loewe and Mrs. A . B lass , a l l of whom have cons iderab le educa t iona l 
exper ience . There now e x i s t s c l o s e r co-opera t ion between the r e s p e c t i v e Education 
Committees of the Anglo-Jewish Assoc ia t ion and the Jewish Memorial Counci l . This 
helps to r a t i o n a l i s e the d i s t r i b u t i o n of g r an t s , even though the terms of the 
t r u s t funds of the two o rgan i sa t ions a r e d i f f e r e n t . Our l i s t of Jewish grant 
giving o rgan i sa t ions i n t h i s count ry , which i s in cons tant demand, i s now in i t s 
third edition. A generous legacy received this year has enabled the Association 
to set up a special scholarship for students of Music and Art. 

The direction of the Education Committee.under Mr. Richard Ifoshi is most gratefully 
acknowledged by the Honorary Officers of the Association. 
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These Scholarsh ips a r e now being awarded i n con junc t ion with the Jewish 
Memorial Counci l , whose P r e s i d e n t i s Dr. B a s i l Bard. The r e c i p i e n t s of t h i s 
y e a r ' s awards a r e : Mr. J . Brown, a s t uden t of Medicine a t U n i v e r s i t y Col lege 
London; Miss D. Harverd, s tudying Law a t Jfenchester Un ive r s i t y and Miss H. Samuel, 
a s tuden t of Experimental Psychology a t Oxford U n i v e r s i t y . The I n s t i t u t e a r e 
extremely impressed with the high s tandard and va luab le c o n t r i b u t i o n of AJA 
s t u d e n t s each y e a r . 

EVELINA DE ROTHSCHILD SCHOOL. JERUSALEM 

The AJA, the Jerusa lem Munic ipa l i ty and the Evel ina de Rothschi ld School, have 
now concluded and s igned an agreement, r e s u l t i n g i n r e n t a l being paid to the 
School by the Munic ipa l i ty and the under tak ing of improvements and modernisa t ion 
of the School ' s f a c i l i t i e s . The f i n a l agreement was concluded with the pe r sona l 
n e g o t i a t i o n s of Mr. Edmund de Rothsch i ld , a Vice -Pres iden t of the A s s o c i a t i o n , 
who r ep resen ted us a t the meetings i n J e rusa l em. A Pub l i c Committee has been 
s e t up i n Jerusa lem to concern i t s e l f with the f u t u r e wel l -be ing of the School, 
and th ree of i t s members r e p r e s e n t the AJA. 

In Ifey t h i s y e a r , the School held a P r i z e Giving Ceremony a t which the guest of 
honour was our P r e s i d e n t . Two p r i z e s were awarded from t h e A s s o c i a t i o n : the Dr. 
B a s i l Bard Award f o r Science and the Charles Rubens P r i z e f o r English L i t e r a t u r e . 
A number of o the r Honorary O f f i c e r s and members of the Assoc i a t i on have a l s o 
v i s i t e d the School. The va luab le work of Mr. Garb i n adv i s ing the Assoc i a t i on 
and the suppor t of Ifeyor Kollek in Je rusa lem i s app rec i a t ed by the AJA. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

The Assoc i a t i on held a very wel l a t t ended and widely p u b l i c i s e d meeting in 
October on ,Eichmann I n t e r r o g a t e d : A Case Study in P o l i t i c a l 8c Psycho log ica l 
Tyranny' , a t the Royal I n s t i t u t e f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s . This meeting was 
cha i red by Lord B e t h e l l MEP, and was addressed by 1-fejor Avner Less, who had been 
the i n t e r r o g a t o r of Adolf Eichmann. An address was a l s o given by S i r Hugh Greene, 
OBE, former D i r ec to r General of the BBC. The meeting coincided with the Bodley 
Head's p u b l i c a t i o n of a t r a n s l a t i o n of a book con ta in ing excerp t s of the i n -
t e r r o g a t i o n s conducted by Major Less . 

In A p r i l , a Pub l i c Meeting was held by the A s s o c i a t i o n on •How to Win the Peace 
i n the Middle E a s t : The M i l i t a r y and P o l i t i c a l O p t i o n s ' . This meeting, which was 
held a t the I n s t i t u t e of D i r e c t o r s , was a l s o widely p u b l i c i s e d both wi th in and 
ou t s i de the community and was very well a t t e n d e d . An address was given by The 
R t . Hon. Lord Cha l fon t , fo rmer ly Min i s te r of S t a t e a t the Foreign 8c Commonwealth 
O f f i c e , and a l s o by Colonel Y. Lotan, M i l i t a r y At tache a t the I s r a e l i Embassy, 
with S i r Bernard Waley-Cohen B t . g iv ing the vo te of thanks . 

In Jfcy, a P u b l i c Meeting to h i g h l i g h t the need f o r g r e a t e r awareness of Human 
Rights i s s u e s was held i n the Brent Town H a l l . The Leader of the House of Lords 
and Deputy Prime Minis te r Viscount Whitelaw spoke on 'Human Rights i n B r i t a i n 
Today' , and Lord B e t h e l l MEP, Chairman of the Human Rights Group a t the European 
Par l i ament , a l s o gave an a d d r e s s . The meeting was cha i red by the P r e s i d e n t , and 
Mr. Lewis Moss CC gave the vo t e of thanks . 
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8. BRAINS TRUST 

As i n previous y e a r s , the A s s o c i a t i o n held a Brains Trust i n June f o r the Rishon 
Mul t ip le S c l e r o s i s Aid Group. The AJA wishes to thank a l l those who took p a r t 
i n t h i s ve ry s u c c e s s f u l meet ing. I t i s hoped t h a t o ther members w i l l take p a r t 
i n these meet ings , which a r e much needed, nex t y e a r . 

9 . MEMBERSHIP AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 

A number of r e cep t i ons to acqua in t new members and o t h e r s wi th the work of the 
A s s o c i a t i o n have been he ld i n the course of the y e a r . There have been two a t 
the home of the P r e s i d e n t , o n e ׳ a t the home of the Treasurer and one a t the home 
of Mr. & Mrs. P . Brandenburger i n Northwood, which was j o i n t l y hosted with them 
by Mr. 8c Mrs. C. Heinemann, members of our Counc i l . The Assoc i a t i on i s g r a t e f u l 
to a l l of them f o r t h e i r work. 

In J u l y , t he re i s t o be a tour of Waddesdon Ifenor f o r our members, with a 
luncheon a t the home of Mr. 8c Mrs. J . Jakobi i n Stoke I fendev i l l e . Mrs. Jakobi 
w i l l a l s o g ive an i n t r o d u c t o r y t a l k on the Ifenor. 

These a c t i v i t i e s require help from members, and those members a b l e to ass is t 
should approach the Secretary. 

10. COUNCIL MEETINGS 

In February, a Council r e c e p t i o n was held for the Ambassador of I s r a e l , His 
Excellency Mr. Yehuda Avner, a t the home of Mrs. Be l l a Wingate, a member of 
the Counci l . On t h i s occas ion , a p r e s e n t a t i o n was made by the Honorary O f f i c e r s 
to Dr. B a s i l Bard i n a p p r e c i a t i o n of h i s work dur ing h i s P re s idency . The Hon. 
Ewen Montagu, a V ice -P res iden t of the AJA, proposed the vo te of thanks . 

A number of new nominees to t h e Council have been proposed, and t h e i r acceptance 
unanimously recommended by the Execu t ive . They i n c l u d e : Mr. Spencer B a t i s t e MP? 
Mr. J fer t in Brandon-Bravo MP, S i r Geof f r ey F insberg MP, S i r Ar thur Gold CBE; 
Dr . Hyman Rose CBE; Mr. Michael S te rn MP and Mr. David Sumberg MP. 

The number of Council meetings was reduced to cope with the r educ t ion i n s t a f f , 
but i t i s hoped t o have more meetings f o r Council nex t year to d i s cus s major i s s u e s 
f a c i n g world Jewry. 

11. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee met a t f r e q u e n t i n t e r v a l s i n the course of the y e a r . 
New co-op t ions t o the Committee were: S i r A l f r e d Sherman, Mr. D. Loewe and Mrs. 
A. S ieve . The P r e s i d e n t and Honorary O f f i c e r s a r e a p p r e c i a t i v e of the devoted 
work of a l l members of the Committee. 

12. FINANCE 

The balance from the F inz i Bequest was rece ived t h i s y e a r . A number of dona t ions 
have a l s o been rece ived from Mr. H.S. Kehela, the Norah 8: L e s l i e P r ince C h a r i t a b l e 
Trus t , Mr. and Mrs. A l f r e d Rubens and Mr. Edmund de Rothschi ld ID. There has 
been a legacy from Mr. S . J . E . Joseph, the l a t e b r o t h e r of Mr. H.O. Joseph, one of 
our Vice -Pres iden t s and a legacy from the l a t e Miss S. Simon. Our Educat iona l 
Trus t Funds have been extended by a legacy from the l a t e Miss C. Re izens t e in and 
a donat ion from P r o f e s s o r Banesh Hoffman to the Jewish Education Aid Soc ie ty loan 
f u n d s . These c o n t r i b u t i o n s to our funds a r e g r e a t l y app rec i a t ed by the Assoc i a t i on 
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and enable us to con t inue with our important work . 

The AJA i s extremely g r a t e f u l to i t s Hon. Treasu re r , Mr. Richard Moss, f o r 
handl ing the ve ry complex a f f a i r s of the A s s o c i a t i o n . 

13. CONGRATULATIONS 

The Assoc i a t i on extends i t s c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to S i r A l f r e d Sherman and to S i r 
Geof f rey Pinsberg on t h e i r r ecen t knighthoods , both of whom have been extremely 
h e l p f u l to the AJA. The e l e c t i o n of, Mr. V ic to r Lucas, a pas t P r e s i d e n t of the 
A s s o c i a t i o n , to the Pres idency of the United Synagogue, has d e l i g h t e d the Honorary 
O f f i c e r s . 

The AJA a l s o c o n g r a t u l a t e s i t s Sec re t a ry on her r ecen t marr iage . 

14. OBITUARIES 

The Assoc i a t i on mourns the pass ing of Mr. Jack Barne t t and of Council members Rabbi 
Dr. L e s l i e Edgar and Rabbi Dr. Van Der Zyl, a l l of whom w i l l be sad ly missed. 
The Assoc i a t i on a l s o mourns the pass ing of Mrs. Hilda Meyer, who had f o r many 
years worked f o r the AJA. 

15• THE FUTURE 

A f u l l programme of events i s being prepared f o r 1934/1935• This w i l l inc lude a 
number of P u b l i c Meetings, one of which w i l l be addressed by Mme. Simone Vei l i n 
the Winter . 

The AJA i s a unique o r g a n i s a t i o n r e p r e s e n t i n g i n d i v i d u a l views wi th in the Jewish 
community and s e rv ing as a h e l p f u l p l a t f o r m f o r a wide range of p o l i t i c a l and 
r e l i g i o u s o p i n i o n s . There a r e many contemporary i s s u e s to which the AJA must 
address i t s e l f , and thus i t w i l l always f u l f i l an i n c r e a s i n g l y s i g n i f i c a n t and 
much-needed r o l e i n ma t t e r s a f f e c t i n g Human Righ t s , educa t ion and I s r a e l and 
Diaspora Jewry. The membership, r e f l e c t i n g t h i s development, has s t e a d i l y 
inc reased throughout the y e a r . 
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