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FOREWORD 

The p u b l i c a t i o n of Brooklyn Communities completes the f o u r t h of 

a s e r i e s of s t u d i e s of the neighborhoods w i th in each of the f i v e boroughs. 

Manhattan Communities was i s sued i n March 1955, Queens Communities i n 

June 1958 and Bronx Communities i n March 1959. We p l an to p r e s e n t a 

s i m i l a r a n a l y s i s f o r S t a t e n I s l a n d communities i n the w i n t e r of 1960. 

The s t u d i e s inc lude a compi la t ion of i n fo rma t ion on p o p u l a t i o n , 

housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , a n d land u se , with some data on de l inquency , p u b l i c 

a s s i s t a n c e , and h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s , and a b r i e f summary of p o p u l a t i o n t r e n d s 

from 1930 to 1957, with p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on changes between 1950 and 

1957. They inc lude a l s o a l i s t i n g of s o c i a l r e sources by neighborhoods. 

Such i n f o r m a t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l to p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y w e l f a r e 

and h e a l t h agenc ies which need to know the c h a r a c t e r of the neighborhoods 

which they a re se rv ing o r p lan to serve through the ex t ens ion of s e r v i c e s 

or the expansion of e x i s t i n g programs. 

Brooklyn Communities has been prepared i n the Research Department, 

Dr. Blanche Be rns t e in , D i r e c t o r of Research, by the Bureau of Community 

S t a t i s t i c a l Se rv i ce s , F lorence E. C u t t r e l l , Ch ie f ; Mrs. Miriam Suckow, 

Research Assoc i a t e ; and Irmgard S e e l i g , s t a t i s t i c a l a s s i s t a n t , with some 

a s s i s t a n c e from Mrs. Mariam Khan of the Bureau of Spec i a l S t u d i e s . 

Henry L. McCarthy 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r 





INTRODUCTION 

PLAN OF PRESENTATION 

This r e p o r t i s in tended to provide i n fo rma t ion on Brooklyn 
communities u s e f u l to groups which a r e e i t h e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r o p e r a t i n g 
h e a l t h , w e l f a r e o r educa t iona l programs or a re concerned wi th the need f o r 
expanding e x i s t i n g s e r v i c e s or des igning and i n t roduc ing new s e r v i c e s i n 
l o c a l a r e a s . The sepa ra te c h a p t e r s f o r each of the twenty communities i n t o 
which Brooklyn has been d iv ided con ta in these four s e c t i o n s : 

Sec t ion I D e s c r i p t i o n of the Community 

The f i r s t s e c t i o n i n c l u d e s : 1) a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of the area 
covered - the boundar ies , ac reage , land use and s p e c i a l phys i ca l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 2) da ta on the s i z e of the p o p u l a t i o n and r a t e of 
growth; 3) in fo rma t ion on s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the p o p u l a t i o n , 
i . e . , a) c u l t u r a l groups , b) age groups, c) o t h e r socio-economic 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , d) f i n a n c i a l dependency, e) h e a l t h r a t e s , f ) de-
l inquency r a t e s ; and 4) hous ing . A map shows the community boundar i e s . 

Sec t ion I I Se lec ted Soc i a l Se rv i ces 

The second s e c t i o n con t a i n s a l i s t of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s p r o -
v id ing those types of w e l f a r e and h e a l t h s e r v i c e s whose l o c a t i o n 
a f f e c t s t h e i r u t i l i z a t i o n . The l i s t i s d iv ided i n t o two p a r t s : 

A. Neighborhood Se rv ices w i t h i n the Community 

Day ca re , group work and r e c r e a t i o n , c h i l d h e a l t h and 
mental h e a l t h s e r v i c e s and medical and d e n t a l c l i n i c s 
a r e l i s t e d i n the community i n which they a re l o c a t e d . 

B. Se rv ices with D i s t r i c t O f f i c e s 

Each o f f i c e of agenc ies wi th more than one o f f i c e i n 
Brooklyn i s l i s t e d i n each community from which i t 
accep t s ca ses . Agencies se rv ing the e n t i r e borough 
from one o f f i c e a re l i s t e d i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n under 
Soc ia l Resources: Borough-wide. 

Sec t ion I I I Pub l i c and P a r o c h i a l Schools 

Schools of the e lementary and j u n i o r high grades l o c a t e d w i t h i n 
the community are l i s t e d but high schools a re not l i s t e d because 
they serve a l a rge area and are not d i s t r i c t e d . 

Sec t i on IV Churches, Synagogues and Temples 

Re l ig ious o r g a n i z a t i o n s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the community a re l i s t e d 
though they may serve more ex t ens ive a r e a s . 



v l i i 

THE COMMUNITIES DEFINED 

Brooklyn, more than the o t h e r boroughs, might be desc r ibed appro-
p r i a t e l y as a c o l l e c t i o n of independent communities. . During the more than 
t h r e e hundred yea r s of i t s h i s t o r y , the ex tens ive t e r r i t o r y which now forms 
the borough of Brooklyn has been a u n i f i e d l ega l e n t i t y f o r only 63 years -
s ince 1896. 

The b r i e f h i s t o r y , which fo l lows , of the gradual p rocess of ab-
s o r p t i o n of o t h e r towns by the o r i g i n a l C i ty of Brooklyn and the f i n a l 
merger of the s e p a r a t e townships i n 1896, exp la ins the s t rong s ec t i ona l i sm 
which p e r s i s t e d i n t o the twen t i e th c e n t r y and s t i l l cont inues i n some 
l o c a l i t i e s . Brooklyn ' s development as one of the major i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s 
of the United S t a t e s , as wel l as i t s development as the "bedroom of 
Manhat tan," brought i n as r e s i d e n t s many immigrants of d ive r se n a t i o n a l i -
t i e s , Negroes and o the r groups . This has countered sec t iona l i sm to some 
e x t e n t . Some o l d e r neighborhoods have completely changed and new neighbor-
hoods have developed, with the r e s u l t t h a t the l i n e s of demarcat ion between 
the o r i g i n a l communities have been l o s t or become b l u r r e d . 

Boundaries 

A c a r e f u l study - Brooklyn Neighborhoods.]/ by Herber t J . Bal lon -
made dur ing t h e l a t e 1930 's - a t tempted to e s t a b l i s h "neighborhoods" with 
s u f f i c i e n t homogeneity of p o p u l a t i o n f o r the , r e s i d e n t s to develop an i n t e r -
e s t i n common l o c a l a c t i v i t i e s and with boundaries which pe rmi t t ed s t a t i s t i -
ca l s t u d i e s . Ba l lon , a f t e r ex tens ive research designed to d i scove r the 
o r i g i n a l town and v i l l a g e boundar ies and t h e i r subsequent r e v i s i o n , o u t l i n e d 
22 communities whose boundaries enc lose both complete h e a l t h a r e a s and a 
s e r i e s of census t r a c t s forming p a r t of a h e a l t h a r e a . 

The Department of C i ty P lanning i n d i s t r i c t i n g the s eve ra l 
boroughs f o r i t s s tudy of l o c a l land use and the needs of l o c a l a r ea s f o r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s a n i t a t i o n , and o t h e r pub l i c s e r v i c e s adopted h e a l t h a reas 
as the b a s i s of i t s "Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s . " This pe rmi t s the use 
not only of census in fo rma t ion but a l so of l oca l data on b i r t h s , d e a t h s , e t c . 
I n Brooklyn, the Department combined the 118 h e a l t h a reas i n t o 20 t e n t a t i v e 
d i s t r i c t s on the b a s i s of land u s e , major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a r t e r i e s and popula-
t i o n . I t took the Bal lon s tudy i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n o u t l i n i n g the d i s -
t r i c t s , and to a major e x t e n t these 20 communities r e f l e c t t h a t e a r l i e r 
s tudy . 

I n s e l e c t i n g a s e t of d i s t r i c t s or communities which could be 
desc r ibed i n terms of popu la t ion 3nd housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and f o r which 
s e l e c t e d s o c i a l r e sources could be l i s t e d , i t seemed reasonable to explore 
the v a l i d i t y of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s by adopt ing them fo r the 

1 / A s tudy publ i shed by the Brooklyn Council of Soc ia l P lanning i n Septem-
ber 1942. 



Community C o u n c i l ' s s e r i e s of borough studies.•^ U ׳ t i l i z a t i o n a f t e r a l l i s 
the b e s t t e s t f o r any s e t of boundar ies . This r e p o r t , however, a d j u s t s the 
boundaries of two of the twenty Brooklyn S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s to e l i m i n a t e 
from the popu la t ion data the a t y p i c a l , non-indigenous Navy personne l a t the 
United S t a t e s Navy Yard and the Army personnel a t For t Hamilton.i! / 

Community names 

The Department of C i ty Planning r e f e r s to i t s S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s 
by number but f o r popular i d e n t i f i c a t i o n the use of f a m i l i a r community names 
seems to be d e s i r a b l e . One or more p lace names, t h e r e f o r e , have been a t t r i -
buted to each d i s t r i c t . To the ex t en t p o s s i b l e , the names used a re those 
a l l o c a t e d i n Ba l lon 1 s study to neighborhoods with s i m i l a r boundar ies . 
C e r t a i n d i f f e r e n c e s i n boundaries a re i n e v i t a b l e because o.f the adherence in 
t h i s r e p o r t to 1950 h e a l t h area l i n e s . The h i s t o r i c a l b a s i s of Ba l lon 1 s 
heighborhood names i s descr ibed i n the next s e c t i o n . 

THE BOROUGH: ITS CHARACTERISTICS AND ITS COMPONENT COMMUNITIES 

H i s t o r i c a l development 

The da te of the f i r s t purchase of land i n Brooklyn u s u a l l y i s 
given as 1636 when the Dutch bought land on Gowanus Bay and i n the Wallabout 
Bay and Borough Hal l a r e a s . V a s e t t l e m e n t a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Fu l ton and 
Smith S t r e e t s i n 1,646 was named Breuckelen (Broken Land) fox a v i l l a g e i n 
the Nether lands . . 

These s e t t l emen t s between Wallabout and Gowanus Bays g r a d u a l l y 
expanded u n t i l the land between and surrounding them was occupied . The 
v i l l a g e of Brooklyn was incorpora ted i n 1816 and was given a c i t y c h a r t e r 
i n 1834. By 1840, the c i t y covered about 12 square mi les and had 30,000 
i n h a b i t a n t s . 

2 / Queens Communities was publ ished i n June 1958. Bronx Communities i n March 
1959. Manhattan Communities, publ i shed i n 1955, was based on d i s t r i c t s 
devised f o r a s p e c i f i c purpose. 

3 / The U.S. Navy Yard, Health Area 93, has been omit ted from D i s t r i c t 41 c a l l e d 
here Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene and For t Hamilton, Heal th Area 92, from 
D i s t r i c t 55, he re c a l l e d Bay Ridge. The i n c l u s i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n on 
these m i l i t a r y p o s t s , i n a d d i t i o n to the e f f e c t upon the age and sex d i s t r i -
but ion , can d i s t o r t community comparisons because of pu re ly f o r t u i t o u s c i r -
cumstances. Severa l l a rge sh ips s t a t i o n e d a t the Navy Yard when the 
Specia l Census of 1957 was taken, f o r i n s t a n c e , r e s u l t e d i n a count of over 
6,300 " r e s i d e n t s , " compared with 259 i n 1950. Thei r i n c l u s i o n would g ive 
an inc rease r a t h e r than the a c t u a l decrease recorded fo r the l o c a l i n h a b i t -
an t s of the Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community. 

4 / Local h i s t o r i e s , however, claim t h a t Midwout, l a t e r c a l l e d F l a tbush , was 
s e t t l e d about 1630 by Dutch fa rmers . 



X 

During the e a r l y yea r s of the seventeenth century o the r independent 
and i s o l a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s were founded - Gravesend i n 1643 by Engl ish co lo-
n i s t s from Massachuset t s and, by 1660, Midwout or F l a tbush , New Ut rech t and 
Bushwick. As v i l l a g e s grew up around the farm l ands , s ix s epa ra t e townships 
were organized : Brooklyn, Bushwick, F la tbush , New U t r e c h t , Gravesend, and 
F l a t l a n d s . Bushwick, o r i g i n a l l y included the th ree v i l l a g e s of Greenpoint , 
Bushwick, and Will iamsburg but i n 1840 Williamsburg became a s epa ra t e town. 
New Lots (now the Eas t New York area) separa ted from Flatbush i n 1852, when 
F la tbush received a p a t e n t of township. 

Within these townships, v i l l a g e s and s e t t l e m e n t s developed,some 
with p lace names s t i l l in u se : f o r i n s t a n c e , Red Hook and Bedford i n the town 
of Brooklyn; Bensonhurst and Bay Ridge i n New Ut rech t township; Sheepshead 
Bay and Coney I s l a n d i n Gravesend; Eas t New York and Brownsvil le i n the town 
of New Lots ; Canars ie i n F l a t l a n d s ; and Greenpoint , Williamsburg and Bushwick 
w i t h i n the township c a l l e d Bushwick. Other names were adopted l a t e r and some 
of the p lace names of the e a r l y years which have continued i n use no longer 
apply to the same boundar ies . 

I n 1854, the Ci ty of Brooklyn absorbed the neighboring towns of 
Wil l iamsburg and Bushwick, and i n 1894, F la tbush . As popu la t ion i n c r e a s e d , 
the towns grew c l o s e r geog raph ica l l y and i n 1896 a l l the remaining townships 
merged with Brooklyn and the C i t y ' s boundaries became coterminous with those 
of Kings County. This s t a t u s was shor t - l ived ,^ i n 1898 Brooklyn j o ined the 
o t h e r boroughs to form the Ci ty of New York.2/ 

Land use 

Brooklyn as p a r t of Long I s l a n d i s surrounded by water except f o r 
i t s comparat ively s h o r t border with Queens. I t i s separa ted from the I s l a n d 
of Manhattan by the East R ive r , from New J e r s e y and S t a t e n I s l a n d by Upper 
New York Bay, The Narrows and the Lower Bay whi le on the s o u t h e a s t , Coney 
I s l a n d extends i n t o the A t l a n t i c Ocean and the F l a t l a n d s , Canars ie and East 
New York a reas a re on Jamaica Bay. 

The borough 's boundar ies enclose near ly 89 square mi les inc lud ing 
i n l and • waters and the gross land area of 50,633 ac res makes Brooklyn the 
second l a r g e s t of the f i v e boroughs and more than th ree and h a l f times as 
l a r g e as Manhattan. 

When the land use inventory^/was made i n 1955-56, mapped s t r e e t s 
and highways took up 15,056 ac r e s or c lose to 30 pe rcen t of the e n t i r e land 
a r e a . Fur the r c o n s t r u c t i o n on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway and o t h e r 
major a r t e r i e s dur ing subsequent years probably has inc reased the p r o p o r t i o n 
of the gross space u t i l i z e d fo r l o c a l and cross-borough t r a f f i c . 

5 / The h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s a re der ived c h i e f l y from the Bal lon study c i t e d above 
and the New York C i ty Guide. American Guide S e r i e s , Random House, New York 
1939. 

6 / Land Use Inven to ry . 1955-56. prepared f o r the New York C i t y Department of 
C i t y Planning by the Sanborn Map Company. This i s the source of a l l data 
on acreage and land u se . 



Appropr ia te ly i n the so -ca l l ed "bedroom borough," r e s i d e n t i a l land 
use absorbed almost 13,000 acres or about one- four th (25 .4 percent ) of the 
gross space i n 1955-56 and t h i s p ropor t ion may have r i s e n with the subsequent 
r e s i d e n t i a l cons t ruc t ion i n undeveloped a r e a s . Parks and outdoor r e c r e a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s were t h i r d in importance; Prospec t Park, Marine Park, Canars ie 
Park, Dyker Beach Park, the smal ler parks and the l a rge Spring Creek Park now 
being developed, the Coney I s l and beaches and o ther outdoor f a c i l i t i e s ac -
counted fo r 11,249 acres i n 1955-56, or 22.2 percent of the borough 's land 
a r ea . Thus, more than t h r e e - f o u r t h s of Brooklyn 's ac res were devoted to these 
th ree major forms of land use - t r a f f i c , homes, and parks and outdoor r e c r e a -
t i o n . 

Despite the high degree of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n c e r t a i n communi-
t i e s , a j l the i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s , warehouses, s torage yards and s e r v i c e 
f a c i l i t i e s , markets and r e t a i l shops, banks and o f f i c e bu i ld ings , e t c . 
occupied only 3,479 acres or 7 pe rcen t of the t o t a l area i n 1955-56. Some 
44 percen t of t h i s acreage i s found i n four w a t e r f r o n t communities.2J Con-
s i d e r a b l e commercial and i n d u s t r i a l cons t ruc t i on has been repor ted i n r ecen t 
yea r s . 

The v a r i e t y of pub l i c f a c i l i t i e s such as p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s 
and pub l i c schools , pub l i c and p r i v a t e h o s p i t a l s , i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the aged, 
s e t t l e m e n t s , boys' c lubs , o the r s o c i a l agencies , p r i v a t e schools , museums, 
churches and synagogues, as well as the Greenwood Cemetery and the cemete r ies 
near the Queens boundary i n East New York, r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g l y u t i l i z e only 
2,092 or 4 . 1 percent of the l and . T ranspo r t a t i on f a c i l i t i e s - the t r a c k s , 
yards and s t a t i o n s of the Long I s l and Ra i l road , Floyd Bennett F i e l d , s h i p -
ping, subway and sur face t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s - took up only 1,827 acres 
or 3.6 p e r c e n t . 

In 1955-56, Brooklyn s t i l l had 4,048 vacant a c r e s , 8 pe rcen t of 
i t s gross space. Res iden t i a l and business c o n s t r u c t i o n - p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the l e s s developed a reas such as F l a t l a n d s and Canars ie - in a d d i t i o n to 
highway cons t ruc t i on must have reduced the vacant land to an even smal le r 
p ropor t ion by 1959. Even i n 1955-56, only Manhattan with 2.7 pe r cen t of i t s 
land vacant •had l e s s unused land than Brooklyn. 

I n descr ib ing the i nd iv idua l communities, the d ive r se forms of 
land use have! been expressed as 3 p ropor t ion of what the C i ty Planning Depar t -
ment c a l l s the "ne t a r ea" ; t h a t i s , the gross acreage minus the ac res used 
fo r s t r e e t s , roads and o the r t r a f f i c e a r t e r i e s or the land a v a i l a b l e f o r 

7 / Williamsburg, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, Greenpoint and Sunset Park-Gowanus. 



x i i 

community purposes . The following a n a l y s i s of the net area supplements the 
foregoing d i scus s ion of the gross a rea : 

Land use i n Brooklyn: 1955-56 
Percent 

Use Acres of t o t a l 

Gross area 50.633 100.0 

Mapped s t r e e t s 15,056 29.7 

Net area 35,577 100.0 

Vacant 4,048 11.4 
Parks and outdoor 

r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 11,249 31.6 
Residences 12,882 36.2 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l and o the r 

f a c i l i t i e s 2,092 5 .9 
Commerce and i ndus t ry 3,479 9 .8 
Transpor t a t ion 1,827 5 .1 

When the computation i s based on the "community area ," commerce 
and indus t ry absorbed near ly 10 pe rcen t , the space devoted to homes over 36 
pe rcen t . Comparable percentages fo r r e s i d e n t i a l space in the o ther boroughs 
are 38 percen t in Queens, 34 percen t i n Manhattan, 27 percent i n the Bronx 
and 16 pe rcen t i n Richmond. 

Popula t ion dens i t y 

On the bas i s of the 1955-56 r e s i d e n t i a l acreage and the 1957 popu-
l a t i o n , Brooklyn ranked t h i r d among the boroughs in popula t ion dens i ty with 
202 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l ac re . Manhattan had the h ighes t dens i ty , 
Richmond the lowest , while Bronx ranked second and Queens fou r th . Manhattan 
had 538.6 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e , Bronx, 260.5, Queens,87.1, and 
Richmond,43.7. 

Within Brooklyn, the popula t ion dens i ty var ied among the communi-
t i e s from 119.6 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l acre to 337.2. The f ive communities 
with the h ighes t dens i t y i n 1957 were i n descending order Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, Brownsvil le , South Brooklyn-Red Hook and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant . The f i v e a t the o the r end of the sca le i n ascending 
order were Canars ie , Midwood-Flatlands, Sheepshead Bay, Gravesend, and Bay 
Ridge. 

Popula t ion growth 

The t e r r i t o r y now the Borough of Brooklyn had 4,495 i n h a b i t a n t s a t 
the time of the f i r s t decennial census i n 1790. The l a t e s t decennial census 



i n 1950 found 2,738,175 persons i n the same land a r e a , a p o p u l a t i o n l a r g e r 
than t h a t of P h i l a d e l p h i a and Los Angeles i n 1950; only the c i t y of which i t 
i s a p a r t and Chicago exceeded Brooklyn ' s popu la t ion i n 1950. The S p e c i a l 
Census of 1957 i n d i c a t e d some dec l ine from 1950 to 2 ,602 ,433 . 

F i f t y years a f t e r the f i r s t census , i n 1840, the p o p u l a t i o n had 
r i s e n to 47,613, but most of the i n c r e a s e came between 1830 and 1840. The 
1830 's marked the beginning of a per iod of rap id and a c c e l e r a t i n g growth. At 
the end of the second f i f t y years (1890) t h e r e were 838,547 r e s i d e n t s . The 
opening of the twent ie th cen tury saw Brooklyn pass the m i l l i o n mark. The 
1900 Census enumerated 1,166,582 r e s i d e n t s , s l i g h t l y more than t h r e e - f i f t h s 
of Manha t t an ' s p o p u l a t i o n . The heavy immigrat ion of the pe r iod and t h e move-
ment of Manhattan r e s i d e n t s to Brooklyn had added 567,000 to the Brooklyn 
popu l a t i on i n the two decades from 1880 to 1900. 

The growth cont inued during the twen t ie th cen tu ry ; a r i s e of 
468,000 brought the 1910 popu l a t i on to 1 ,634,351 and a f u r t h e r r i s e of 
384,005 brought the 1920 p o p u l a t i o n to 2 ,018 ,356 . This was the l a s t yea r i n 
which Manha t tan ' s popu la t ion (2,284,103) exceeded Brook lyn ' s . The decade of 
the twen t i e s added over 542,000 r e s i d e n t s and Brooklyn ' s 2 ,560,401 i n h a b i t -
an t s i n 1930 exceeded the d e c l i n i n g Manha t tan ' s p o p u l a t i o n . 

The r a t e of growth n a t u r a l l y s lackened a f t e r 1910; i n the decade 
p r i o r to 1910 the r i s e was 40 p e r c e n t ; i n the next decade i t was 23 p e r c e n t 
with a 27 pe rcen t r i s e dur ing the 1920 ' s . But t h i s was the end of the 
rap id popu l a t i on upsurge. During the dep res s ion years tha p o p u l a t i o n grew 
by 138,000, a modest 5 p e r c e n t , t o 2 ,698 ,285 i n 1940 but f^wer than 40,000 
were added i n the next decade - an i n c r e a s e of only 1 .5 p e r c e n t . The l o s s 
during the seven yea r s from 1950 to 1957 not only e r s sed the small g a i n of 
the 1940 's but also, much of the growth dur ing the 1930 ' s . The 1957 popu la -
t i on f e l l 5 pe rcen t below the 1950 f i g u r e ; i t v,as a l s o below the 1940 popu la -
t i o n - • b y almost 96,000 persons - and was only 42,000 above the 1930 popu la -
t i o n . 

In 1920 when New York C i ty had 5,620,048 r e s i d e n t s and Manhattan 
was the most populous of the boroughs, 35,9 pe rcen t of the C i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s 
l ived i n Brooklyn. Since 1930, as the next t a b u l a t i o n shows, Brooklyn has 
had more r e s i d e n t s than any o t h e r borough. I t s share of the t o t a l , however, 
has been moving downward - from 36.9 p e r c e n t i n 1930 to 33 .4 p e r c e n t i n 
1957 - as Queens•share has been mounting. 

Popu la t ion of New York C i t y , by borough: 1930-1957 
( I n thousands) 

1930 1240 1950 1957 
Pe rcen t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t 

of of of of 
Borouqh Number t o t a l Number t o t a l Number t o t a l Number t o t a l 

New York C i t y 6,930 100.0 7 ,455 100.0 7,892 100.0 7 ,795 100.0 

Bronx 1,265 18.3 1,395 18.7 1,451 18.4 1,424 18 .3 
Brooklyn 2,560 36 .9 2,698 36.2 2,738 34.7 2,602 33 .4 
Manhattan 1,867 26 .9 1,890 25 .4 1,960 24 .8 1,794 23 .0 
Queens 1,079 15.6 1,298 17.4 1,551 19.7 1,763 22 .6 
Richmond 158 2 . 3 174 2 . 3 192 2 . 4 . 212 2 .7 

8 / A c t u a l l y , the indigenous popu la t i on i n 1957 was l e s s than 35,000 above the 
comparable f i g u r e f o r 1930; Army and Navy personnel were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
over 7,000 of the excess . 
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Community changes: The changes i n the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of Brooklyn 
between 1930 and 1957 r e f l e c t d i v e r s e t r e n d s among the i n d i v i d u a l comrnuni״ 
t i e s . I n g e n e r a l , the borough t r end r e p r e s e n t s a l o s s of 178,863 i n the num-
ber of i n h a b i t a n t s i n nine l o n g - s e t t l e d and dense ly -popu la t ed communities, 
coun te rba lanced by an i n c r e a s e o f . 2 1 3 , 5 3 1 i n e leven communities. 

S ix of the nine communities whose 1957 p o p u l a t i o n i s below the 
1930 l e v e l have exper ienced a cont inuous d e c l i n e s i nce 1930 with cumulat ive 
dec rea se s ranging from 14.4 i n Eas t New York to 27 .3 p e r c e n t i n Greenpoin t ; 
the p e r c e n t a g e s f o r the o t h e r four i n t h i s group were 14.8 i n South Brooklyn-
Red Hook, 15 .6 i n Sunset Park-Gowanus, 16.9 i n Brownsv i l l e , and 22 .1 i n 
Wi l l i amsburg . I n t h r e e o t h e r communities the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n was below 
1930 ' s . In one - Bedford-S tuyvesan t - the d i f f e r e n c e from 1930 was n e g l i -
g i b l e (141 persons ) but i t may be s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t the r e d u c t i o n from 1950 
to 1957 e rased the e n t i r e i n c r e a s e from 1930 to the 1950 peak. Park S l o p e ' s 
p o p u l a t i o n a l s o cont inued i t s r i s e through 1950 but the decrease i n 1957 
wiped out t h i s growth and brought a ne t d e c l i n e of 4 . 6 p e r c e n t . Bushwick-
Ridgewood's d e c l i n e d id not s t a r t u n t i l a f t e r 1940 but the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n 
was 10 .5 p e r c e n t below 1930. I n 1930 t h e s e nine communities had 1 ,388,195 
r e s i d e n t s o r 54 .2 p e r c e n t of the Brooklyn t o t a l . In 1957 t h e i r combined 
p o p u l a t i o n of 1 ,209,332 was on ly 46 .5 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

Among the e leven communities whose popu l a t i ons were h i g h e r i n 1957 
than i n 1930, n ine l o s t r e s i d e n t s between 1950 and 1957; t h i s group had a 
t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n of 1 ,092,128 i n 1930, 42 .7 p e r c e n t of the borough t o t a l , 
and 1 ,247 ,594 , o r 47 .9 p e r c e n t of the 1957 Brooklyn t o t a l . I n f i v e of these 
communities - Crown He igh t s , Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Borough P a r k -
Kensington , Bay Ridge, and Bensonhurst - the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n s were from 1 . 3 
to 3 . 8 p e r c e n t above the 1930 l e v e l s . The number of r e s i d e n t s i n t he o t h e r 
fou r show s u b s t a n t i a l growth: 18 p e r c e n t i n Gravesend, 24 p e r c e n t i n Coney 
I s l a n d and 39 p e r c e n t both i n F la tbush -Esst F la tbush and Midwood-Flat lands. 

The only two communities to have a s teady unbroken growth i n 
p o p u l a t i o n from 1930 to 1957 - Cana r s i e and Sheepshead Bay - a re two o u t -
l y i n g neighborhoods on Jamaica Bay, f a r t h e s t from, and l e a s t a c c e s s i b l e 
from, "downtown" Brooklyn. Desp i t e a 74 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e over 1930 i n each 
community, t h e i r combined 1957 p o p u l a t i o n amounted to on ly 5 .2 p e r c e n t of 
Brook lyn ' s t o t a l ; i n 1930 t h e i r share of the borough ' s p o p u l a t i o n was on ly 
t h r e e p e r c e n t . 

P o p u l a t i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Tables 2 and 3 p r e s e n t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l Brooklyn 
p o p u l a t i o n among the twenty communities and the U.S. Government R e s e r v a t i o n s . 
When the communities a re ranked i n o r d e r of the number of r e s i d e n t s w i t h i n 
t h e i r bo rde r s i n 1957, the t op - r ank ing seven conta ined e x a c t l y h a l f the 
borough t o t a l and the top ten a lmost t w o - t h i r d s (65 .7 p e r c e n t . ) 
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The community ranking of the top t en was i d e n t i c a l i n 1950; the top seven 
were the home of 50.8 pe r cen t and the top t e n of 66 .5 p e r c e n t of the 1950 
p o p u l a t i o n . Twenty yea r s e a r l i e r , however, Bushwick-Ridgewood e leven th i n 
1957, ranked n i n t h ; Midwood-Flatlands, n in th i n 1957, ranked f o u r t e e n t h . 
The communities i n o rde r of popu la t ion s i z e i n 1950 and 1957 and t h e i r 1930 
rank a re given he re : 

P o p u l a t i o n 
d e n s i t y : 1957 

271.0 
182.9 
161.7 
304.3 
158.0 
337.2 
251.2 
181.8 
123.2 
264.1 

Rank i n 1930 

1 s t 
5 th 
6 th 
2nd 
7 th 
3rd 
8 th 
4th 

Bushwick-Ridgewood 
10 th 

Rank i n 1950 and 1957 

1. Bedford-Stuyvesant 
2. F l a tbush -Eas t F la tbush 
3. Bensonhurst 
4. Brownsvi l le 
5. Bay Ridge 
6. Will iamsburg 
7 . Crown Heights 
8. Eas t New Yrrk 
9. Midwood-Flatlands 

10. Park Slope 

Five of the communities c i t e d as among the top t e n i n p o p u l a t i o n 
s i z e i n 1957 a re a l so among the ten most dense ly popu la ted : Bedford-
S tuyvesan t , Brownsvi l le , Wil l iamsburg, . Crown Heights and Park Slope; t h e i r 
popu la t i on d e n s i t y averaged from 251 to 337 persons pe r r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . 
The d e n s i t y i n the o t h e r f i v e was r e l a t i v e l y low, ranging from 123.2 to 
182.9. 

C u l t u r a l groups: 1950 and 1957 

Popu la t ion d a t a : Table 1 p r e s e n t s the 1950 Census da ta on popu la -
t i o n by co lo r i n a form comparable with the i n f o r m a t i o n secured i n the 
Spec ia l Census of 1957: 

Table 1. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COLOR: 1950 AND 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Color j Number Pe rcen t 

of t o t a l Number P c r c o n t . 
of t o t a l 

P e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e ן 

A l l c l a s s e s ! 2,738.175 100.0 2 ,602 .433 100.0 - 5 .0 

White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite races 

2 ,525,118 
208,478 

4,579 

92 .2 
7 . 6 
0 . 2 

2 ,290 ,653 
307,796 

3,984 

88.0 
11.8 
0 . 2 

- 9 . 3 
47 .6 

- 1 3 . 0 

The 1957 Census, and t h e r e f o r e Table 1, throws no l i g h t on an impor-
t a n t segment of the Brooklyn popu la t i on - persons of Puer to Ricr.n o r i g i n . I n 
accordance with r e g u l a r census procedures , pe r sons born i n Puer to Rico and 
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persons of Puer to Rican descent a re counted as c i t i z e n s of na t ive b i r t h and 
a re c l a s s i f i e d as white o r nonwhite. A s p e c i a l t a b u l a t i o n of the 1950 Census 
enumerated 40,299 persons of Puer to Rican b i r t h or paren tage then l i v i n g i n 
Brooklyn, 1 .5 pe rcen t of the borough 's t o t a l popu la t i on . Most of these 
Puer to Ricans - 37,812 or 93.8 pe rcen t - a r e included i n the 1950 Census 
f i g u r e f o r the white popu la t ion ; the balance a re i n the nonwhite f i g u r e s . 

Continued i n - m i g r a t i o n from Puer to Rico, b i r t h s to Puer to Rican 
r e s i d e n t s , and, a p p a r e n t l y , a movement from Manhattan are known to have 
g r e a t l y i nc reased the s i z e of t h i s group i n Brooklyn. Evidence i s found i n 
the i n c r e a s i n g number of b i r t h s to mothers born i n Puer to Rico and i n the 
growing number of Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the p u b l i c schoo ls . On the b a s i s 
of e s t i m a t e s of the C i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s of Puer to Rican b i r t h o r paren tage made 
f o r va r ious da te s by the C i t y Planning Department and by the Migra t ion D iv i -
s ion , Department of Labor, Commonwealth of Puer to Rico, the number of Puer to 
Ricans of the f i r s t and second g e n e r a t i o n l i v i n g i n Brooklyn i n Apr i l 1957 
may be i n the neighborhood of 150,000 to 157,000, o r p o s s i b l y even 160,000. 
This e s t i m a t e , though s u b j e c t to e r r o r , p rov ides a more r e a l i s t i c p i c t u r e of 
the p o p u l a t i o n than t h a t p re sen ted i n Table 1. Assuming t h a t the 1957 d i v i -
s ion between white and nonwhite Puer to Ricans i s the same as i n 1950, and 
us ing the mid-poin t e s t ima te of 157,000, the approximate popu la t ion d i s t r i b u -
t i o n by c u l t u r a l group i s as fo l lows : 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of Brooklyn popu la t i on , 
by c u l t u r a l group: 1950 and 19571/ 

C u l t u r a l 
qroup 1950 1957 

Al l c l a s s e s 100.0 100.0 

White 90.8 82 .3 
Puer to Rican 1 .5 6 .0 
Negro 7 . 5 11.5 
Other nonwhite races 0 . 2 0 . 2 

1 / 1950 based on Table 3a; 1957 es t imated . 

These a d j u s t e d f i g u r e s which t r e a t Puer to Ricans as a separa ta 
group i n d i c a t e a l o s s from 1950 to 1957 of nea r ly 344,000 white Brooklyn 
r e s i d e n t s , o r 13.8 p e r c e n t . This r e d u c t i o n was counterbalanced by a ga in of 
some 116,700 Puer to Ricans (290 pe rcen t ) and a 45 pe rcen t r i s e i n the number 
of Negroes. 

The growth i n the Negro popu la t i on dur ing recen t decades has been 
impress ive i n i t s volume and r a p i d i t y - from not q u i t e 32,000 i n 1920 to a l -
most 308,000 i n 1957. Between 1920 and 1930, the Negro group more than 
doubled i n s i z e ; i n the next t e n years the number rose from 68,921 to 107,263 
i n 1940 (55 .6 pe rcen t ) but the g r e a t e s t i n f l u x came i n the 1940 ' s ; the add i -
t i o n of 101,215 Negroes brought the 1950 popu la t i on to 208,478, a 94 pe rcen t 
i n c r e a s e . From 1950 to 1957 another 99,300 persons were added to the Negro 



group, an inc rease of 47.6 p e r c e n t . 

Table 2 d i s t r i b u t e s the 1957 popula t ion among the twenty communi-
t i e s i n accordance with the census color c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Although every 
community had some Negro r e s i d e n t s , some 54 pe rcen t l i ved i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant ; t h i s i s a high degree of concen t ra t ion but l e s s than i n 1950 
when 66 percen t of Brooklyn 's Negro r e s i d e n t s l i ved i n t h i s one communi-
t y . 1 2 / (The 1950 d i s t r i b u t i o n i s shown in Table 3 . ) As . the Negro popula -
t i o n has grown, i t has spread i n t o contiguous a r e a s . I n 1950 the communi-
t i e s a d j a c e n t to Bedford-Stuyvesant contained almost 28 percen t of the 
Negroes i n Brooklyn! in 1957 they contained 36.5 p e r c e n t . Thus i n 1950 
94 percen t and i n 1957, 90 .5 percen t of Brooklyn 's Negroes l ived i n 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and i t s contiguous communities - c h i e f l y Crown Heights 
and Brownsvi l le . 

. Table 3 p r e s e n t s the d i s t r i b u t i o n i n 1950 of the Puerto Rican 
popula t ion by community based on the census enumeration. At t h a t t ime, 35 
percen t of . the Puerto Ricans l ived i n Will iamsburg, and the co lonies i n 
Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and Bedford-Stuyvesant 
accounted fo r another 45 p e r c e n t . The method used i n t h i s study 11 / of d i s -
t r i b u t i n g the es t imated 1957 Puer to Rican popu la t ion by community i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t about 25 percent of the Brooklyn t o t a l then l ived in Will iamsburg. The 
1957 es t imates f u r t h e r suggest a decrease in the p ropor t i on of the Puer to 
Rican r e s i d e n t s i n Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, and i n South Brooklyn-Red 
Hook but an i nc rease i n Bedford-S tuyvesan t ' s p ropo r t i on from l e s s than 12 to 
near ly 16 percen t and an i n f l u x i n t o ad jacen t -Brownsv i l l e ; i n 1950 only 732 
Puer to Ricans l ived i n Brownsvil le but the 1957 popu la t ion appears to be 
approximately 20,000 to 21,000, o r 13 percen t of Brooklyn 's t o t a l Puer to 
Rican popu la t ion . 

Other communities which have a t t r a c t e d the Puer to Ricans i n sub-
s t a n t i a l numbers s ince 1950 are Greenpoint , Bushwick-Ridgewood, Crown 
Heights , East New York, Park S lope , .Sunse t Park-Gowanus, Bay Ridge, and 
Coney I s l a n d , though the Puer to Ricans i n Greenpoint and Sunset Park-
Gowanus a re a smal ler p ropo r t i on of the borough t o t a l than they were i n 
1950. 

Table 2a, derived from Table 2, p rovides i n summary form a review 
of the r e l a t i v e importance of each of the c u l t u r a l groups except the Puer to 
Ricans wi th in the ind iv idua l communities. Tables 3 and 3a p re sen t data from 
the 1950 Census s i m i l a r to the 1957 s t a t i s t i c s , except t h a t f o r 1950 i t i s 
pos s ib l e to show ac tua l data f o r persons of Puer to Rica-n-birth or pa r en t age . 

9 / To mainta in comparabi l i ty with e a r l i e r censuses , the 1950 and 1957 da ta 
used i n t h i s paragraph inc lude the nonwhite Puer to Ricans - 2,487 i n 1950 ־ 
and an es t imated 9,700 i n 1957. . . 

10/ The degree of concen t ra t ion i n Bedford-Stuyvesant i s d i scussed fo r t h e 
per iod 1930 to 1957 i n the d e s c r i p t i o n of t h a t community i n Volume I . 

11/ For a d e s c r i p t i o n of the method, see the s e c t i o n Notes on Source M a t e r i a l . 
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Table 2. - POKJLATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY COLOR: CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
Al l c lasses White!/ Negro 

Other 
nonwhite 
r a c e s ! / Community 

Number 
Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent 

Total 2,602,1133 100.0 2,290,653 100,0 307,796 100.0 3,9811 100.0 

Greenpoint 60,10k 2.3 59,896 2 .6 158 0 . 1 50 1.3 
Williamsbtirg 11*9,1113 5.7 138,019 6 .0 10,878 3.5 2116 6 .2 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 115*016 11.11 112,107 11.9 2,825 0 .9 811 2 .1 

Brooklyn Heights-
86*863 Ft , Greene 86*863 3 .3 69,0111 3 .0 17,387 5 .6 1162 11.6 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 253,015 9 .7 86,1173 3 .8 166,213 5U.0 329 8.3 
Crown Heights 1118,990 5 .7 111,698 11.9 36,819 12.0 273 6.9 
Brownsville 172,613 6 .6 1311,020 5 .8 38,313 12.11 280 7.0 
East New York 1117,751 5 .7 1111,183 6 .2 6,1159 2a 109 2.7 

South Brooklyn-
9k,332 Red Hook 9k,332 3 .6 82,960 3 .6 11,070 3*6 302 7.6 

Park Slope 118,990 11.6 112,790 U.9 5,953 1.9 2117 6.2 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 98,368 3.8 98,038 11.3 181! 0 . 1 1116 3.7 
Bay Ridge 163,179 6 .3 162,814! 7 .1 1611 0 . 1 171 11.3 
Borough Park-

1111,286 11.11 Kensington 1111,286 11.11 113,983 50 205 0־ . 1 98 2.5 
Bensonhurst 177,350 6 .8 176,610 7.7 5611 0 .2 17 6 lull 
Gravesend 102,291! 3.9 102,051! U.5 155 0 . 1 85 2 . 1 
Coney Island 711,711 2.9 72,308 3.2 2,263 0 .7 1110 3.5 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 239,1011 9 .2 235,7118 10.3 2,91111 1.0 1112 10.3 

Canarsie 117,033 1.8 113,8118 1 .9 3,1110 1.0 b$ 1 .1 
Midwood-Flatlands 1110,817 5.U 1110,277 6 . 1 U13 0 . 1 127 3.2 
Sheepshead Bay 88,976 3.U 87,895 3 .8 928 0 .3 153 3 .8 

Ft . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 9,1198 0.14 8,688 0,11 761 0 .2 119 1.2 

1 / Most persons of Puerto Rican birth or parentage probably are c l a s s i f i e d as "white 
i ־" n 1950 the percentage was 9U for Brooklyn• 
2 / Chief ly persons of Oriental birth or extraction and American Indians. 
5 / U.S. Array and U.S. Navy personnel. 



Table 2a. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY COLOR J/: CENSUS OF 1957 

Al l White 
unner 

Community c lasses White Negro nonwhite 
races 

Total 100.0 88.0 11.8 0 . 2 

Greenpoint 100,0 99 .6 0 .3 0 . 1 
Williamsburg 100.0 92.5 7.3 0 . 2 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 100.0 97.5 2.U 0 . 1 

Brooklyn Heights-
79.5 0 .5 F t . Greene 100.0 79.5 20.0 0 .5 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 100.0 31u2 65.7 0 . 1 
Crown Heights 100.0 75 .1 2iu7 0 .2 
Brownsville 100.0 77.6 22.2 0 . 2 
East New York 100.0 95.5 u.u 0 . 1 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 100.0 87.9 11.8 0 . 3 

Park Slope 100.0 9U.8 5 .0 0 . 2 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100.0 99.7 0 .2 0 . 1 
Bay Ridge 100.0 99.8 0 . 1 0 . 1 
Borough Park-Kensington 100.0 99.7 0 .2 0 . 1 
Bensonhurst 100.0 99 .6 0 .3 0 . 1 
Gravesend 100.0 99.8 0 .2 0 . 1 
Coney Island 100.0 96.8 3 .0 0 . 2 

Flatbush-East Flatbush 100.0 98.6 1 .2 0 . 2 
Canarsie 100,0 93.2 6 .7 0 . 1 
Midwood-Flat la nds 100.0 99.6 0 .3 0 . 1 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 98.8 1 .0 0 . 2 

F t . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard 100.0 91.5 

1 
8 .0 0 .5 1 

2 / Based on data i n Table 2. 



Table 3  POPULATION OF BROOKLYN! BY COMMUNITY AND BY COLOR OR NATIVITY: CENSUS OF 1950 י- .

Al l c las ses White •1/ Puerto Rican Hegroi/ Other nonwhite ך / 
Community races i / Community Per- Per- Per-

Number 
Per- Per-

Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent 

Total 2,736,175 100.0 2,487,306 100.0 40,299 100.0 205,996 100.0 4,574 100.0 

Greenpoint 68,336 ' 2 . 5 67,313 2 . 7 846 2 . 1 54 2 / 103 2 .3 
Williamsburg 168.0 039 6 . 1 146,085 5c9 14,014 34.8 7,447 3*6 493 10.8 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 123,606 4 .5 123,150 5 .0 313 0 .8 74 2 / 69 1 .5 

Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene 87.848 3.2 74,312 3,0 7,040 17.5 5,739 2 .8 757 16.5 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 269,588 9 .8 1276 376 5 .1 4,769 11.8 136,834 66 .4 609 13.3 
Crown Heights 160,689 5 .9 142,391 5.7 485 1 .2 17,677 8.6 136 3.0 
Brownsville 185,108 6 , 8 160,330 6«4 732 1 .8 23,824 11.6 222 4 .8 
East New York 159,333 5 .8 156,532 6 .3 224 0.6 2,459 1 .2 118 2.6 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook 98,389 3.6 88,430 3.6 6,266 15.6 3,189 1 .5 504 11.0 
lark Slope 128,197 4 3 1,382 0״5 124,418 7. . 4 2,143 1 .1 254 5*5 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 110,437 4 .0 108,255 4 , 4 1,820 4 .5 198 0 .1 164 3»6 
Bay Ridge 173,180 6 . 3 1 7 2 6 0 4 6 .9 ?A5 0 .9 121 0 .1 110 2 . 4 
Borough Park-Zens ington 127,003 4.6 126,439 5 .1 216 0 .5 248 0 .1 100 2 .2 
Bensonhurst 193,773 7 0 221 7י7 192,649 1. .5 751 0 . 4 152 3 .3 
Gravesend 102,361 3 .7 3.01,746 4 n l 254 O06 283 0 .1 78 1 .7 
Coney Island 81,816 3 .0 80,356 3 .2 196 0 .5 1,118 0.6 146 3 .2 
F-latbueh-East Flatbush 2398 669 80 8 237,158 9 .5 376 0 .9 1,900 0 .9 235 5 .1 
Canarsie 38,611 1 . 4 37,304 1 . 5 444 l o l 785 0 . 4 78 1 .7 
Midwood-Flatlands 142,720 5 .2 141,865 5 .7 247 0.6 458 0 .2 150 3 .3 
Sheepshead Bay 78,019 2 .8 77,164 3 .1 98 0 .3 685 0 .3 72 1 .6 

F t . Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy Yard-2/ 1,473 0 .1 1,429 0 ,1 11 2 / 9 2 / 24 0 .5 

Other nonwhite Negro (2,482) and other non-white (5) . Table 3a presents the foreign-horn white percentages, 
races are c h i e f l y of Oriental b irth or extraction and American Indians. 

2/ l e s s than one-tenth of one percent. 
2.1 U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 3a. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY COLOR OR NATIVITY!/: CENSUS OF 1950 

Community Al l 
c lasses 

j Continental 
j native 
j white 

Foreign-
born 

white 
Puerto 
Rican 

Negro 
Other 

nonwhite 
races 

Total 100.0 67«8 23.0 1 .5 7«5 0 .2 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

76,8 
60.14 
78.U 

21.7 
26.6 
21,2 

1 .2 
8 .3 
0 .2 

0 , 1 
11.11 
0 , 1 

0 .2 
0 ,3 
0 , 1 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft . Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

100.0 
100,0 
100.0 
100 00 
100.0 

68.8 
36.2 
65.8 
5U01 
71.9 

15.8 
11,0 
22,8 
32,5 
26,11 

8 .0 
1 ,8 
0 ,3 
 1!־0
0 , 1 

6 .5 
50.8 
11,0 
12,9 

1 .5 

0 ,9 
0 , 2 
0 , 1 
0 , 1 
0 , 1 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Is land 

100.0 
100,0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

68c 7 
76.8 
69.9 
77.2 

71.6 
70.11 
72.2 
611,6 

21,2 
20,2 
28,1 
22.5 

28,0 
29.0 
27.2 
33.6 

6,11 
1 . 1 
1 ,6 
0 . 2 

0 , 2 
0 , 1 
0 , 2 
0 , 2 

3 .2 
1 .7 
0 , 2 
0 , 1 

0 ,2 
0.11 
0 ,3 
1.11 

0 .5 
0 ,2 
0 , 1 
0 , 1 

0 . 1 
0 , 1 
0 , 1 
0 ,2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

100,0 
100,0 
100.0 
100,0 

79.0 
77.5 
80.7 
77.8 

19,9 
19,1 
18,7 
21,1 

0 , 2 
1 , 1 
0 , 2 
0 . 1 

0 .8 
2 ,0 
0 ,3 
0 .9 

0 , 1 
0 , 2 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 

F t . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard 100.0 93.6 3.11 0 ,7 0 . 6 1 ,6 

1 / Based on data i n Table 3 . 



B i r t h s t a t i s t i c s ; Cur ren t da ta on l i v e b i r t h s a re t abu la t ed as 
white or nonwhite and a s p e c i a l count i s made of b i r t h s to mothers born i n 
Puer to Rico. Tijis d i s t r i b u t i o n of b i r t h s obvious ly does not correspond to 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l popu la t ion because of d i f f e r e n c e s among the 
s eve ra l groups in age composition and f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . 1 2 / 

During 1957, 55,738 bab ies were born to Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s . B i r t h s 
to Puer to Rican mothers - 5,762 - c o n s t i t u t e d 10.3 pe rcen t of the t o t a l ; 
almost 98 percent of these were c ׳ l a s s i f i e d 3s "white״.־ Nonwhite b i r t h s , 
i . e . , Negro and o t h e r r a c e s , when nonwhite Puer to Ricans a re excluded, 
amounted to 20.4 pe r cen t of the t o t a l , and whi te b i r t h s , excluding whi te 
Puer to Ricans , "to 69 .3 p e r c e n t . During 1958, b i r t h s to Pue r to Rican mothers 
were a s l i g h t l y h i g h e r p ropo r t i on of the t o t a l - 11.2 pe rcen t - and so was 
the nonwhite pe rcen tage of 22 .2 , while the whi te b i r t h s decreased to two-
t h i r d s of the 56,015 b i r t h s . Table 4 p r e s e n t s the percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of b i r t h s by communities f o r the years 1952, 1957 and 1958. 

School d a t a : The s t a t i s t i c s on the "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
p u p i l s i n the p u b l i c schools compiled i n September 1957 and October 1958 by 
the Board of •Education a re based on the t e a c h e r s ' obse rva t ion and consequent-
l y a re s u b j e c t to some e r r o r . School d a t a , l i k e b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s , have 
t h e i r l i m i t a t i o n s as a measure of the c u l t u r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n . 1 2 / In a d d i t i o n to age s t r u c t u r e and b i r t h r a t e s , a t t endance a t 
p a r o c h i a l and p r i v a t e schools a l so i n f l u e n c e s the e t h n i c d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
p u b l i c school c h i l d r e n . 

 * ג

I n the absence of evidence to the con t r a ry , i t seems reasonable to 
assume t h a t a 'h igher p r o p o r t i o n of a l l whi te c h i l d r e n than of a l l Negro o r 
Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a t t end C a t h o l i c , Jewish and P r o t e s t a n t p a r o c h i a l 
schools , and a l so the p r i v a t e schools . According to a s p e c i a l s tudy by the 
school a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the Brooklyn C a t h o l i c Diocese, about 3,215 c h i l d r e n 
of Spanish-speaking p a r e n t s were a t t e n d i n g the Roman C a t h o l i c pa roch i a l 
schools i n Brooklyn in June 1959. This count which 'may inc lude not only 
Puer-to Ricans but c h i l d r e n of West I nd i an , South American and Spanish pa ren-
age c o n s t i t u t e s only about 3 . 3 pe r cen t of the almost 100,000 c h i l d r e n then 
i n the elementary p a r o c h i a l s choo l s . No in fo rmat ion on: the number of Negro, 
c h i l d r e n i n Brooklyn p a r o c h i a l schools i s a v a i l a b l e . ' 

Though i t i s q u i t e •obvious t h a t the "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the 
publ ic schools given i n the next t a b u l a t i o n does not r e f l e c t the d i s t r i b u -
t ion of the popu la t ion of a l l ages , i t does have value as an i n d i c a t i o n of 
cu r ren t and p o t e n t i a l changes i n the composit ion of. the popu l a t i on . I t i s . 
a l so u s e f u l to o r g a n i z a t i o n s whose programs - educa t iona l or recreat ional  ••ל,
are d i r e c t e d to school-age c h i l d r e n and to groups u t i l i z i n g the pub l i c 
schools as a p o i n t of con tac t with c h i l d r e n . For the purposes of t h i s s tudy , 

12/ For f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of the f a c t o r s to be cons idered , see Notes on 
Source Ma te r i a l on a subsequent page. 



Table 4 . - LIVE BIRTHS IH BROOKLYN BY CULTURAL GROUP* PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY COMMtMITt: 1952, 1957 AMD 1958 
• I.• ך•• fn '11 •י>ל • . -I •I . • I .1• 1.11 .. .. I ';>11 | . • .,,, - ^ • ן , • •• •1 — 11 •...•••• • - • - ""T" ״ r —  ״ ״ 'ו'"'"־"־ 1 '1״ ' **" " " —

1957 ! 1952 ! I 1958 
Community 

 ־ ־ ;
 וי״ ״״

Tota l j 
I 

,White Non-
white 

Puerto 
Rican Total Whit6 Hour• 

white 
Puerto 
Rican Total י White Hon-

white 
Puerto 
Rican 

Total 100,0! 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
\ 

j 100.0 

 ־

100.0 100.0 

Greenpotnt 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ri dgewood 

 f ־•• •
 י 2.1!

6 . 9 ; 
4 . 3 ! 

i 

2 . 4 
5 .9 
5 .2 

0 .1 
4 . 5 
0 .2 

2 .2 
32.5 

1 . 4 

" " 

1.9 
6 .7 
4 . 4 

2 . 5 
4 . 8 
5.6 

0 . 1 
3 .8 
1 . 5 

1 . 8 
25 .4 

2 . 4 

1 . 7 
6 , 9 
4 . 5 

j 

i • 2 . 3 
! 4 . 8 
5 : — - י .7 
1 

0 .1 
3 .6 
1 . 9 

1.6 
25.6 

2 .5 

Brooklyn Heights-
P t . Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East ]!Jew York 

! 

3 . 8 
13.0 

5 . 5 
5 . 9 
5 .5 

2 .9 
5 .0 
4 .7 
5 .1 
6»5 

5 .8 
57.8 
10 ,5 
11.2 

1 . 2 

13.8 
12.0 

2«5 
2 .9 
0 .5 

3 .7 
13.8 

5 .6 
6 . 9 
5 .3 

2 . 1 
2 . 7 
4 . 3 
3 . 9 
6 . 5 

6 .2 
50.6 
12.0 
13.2 

2 .3 

9 .2 
15.1 
1 . 8 

14.6 
2 .7 

3 . 8 
14.0 

5.6 
7 .3 
5 . 2 

! ' 2 . 2 
! 2 . 4 
j 4 . 2 

3 . 4 
! 6 .3 

6 . 2 
48 .9 
11.6 
13.9 

2 . 7 

8 .8 
13.7 
2 . 2 

17 .3 
3 .0 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook 
®ark Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

4 . 1 
4 .7 
3 .7 
5 .9 
3 .7 
6 .7 
3 .9 
2 . 4 

• 3 .8 
5 .2 
4 .3 
7 .2 
4 .6 
8 . 2 
4 .8 
2 .7 

2 .9 
1 .2 
0 .1 
0 .2 
0 .2 
0 .3 
0 ,2 
0 . 9 

14.3 
7 .5 
5 .3 
0 .8 
0 .2 
0 . 5 
0 .2 
1 . 5 

4 .3 
4 . 8 
3 .6 
5 .5 
3 . 8 
6 .2 
4 . 1 
2 .0 

3 . 5 
5 .2 
4 .5 
7 . 8 
5 . 4 
8 .9 
5 . 8 
2 . 4 

3 .2 
2 .5 
0 .1 
0 .1 
0 .2 
0 .3 
0 . 1 
1 .0 

11.6 
6 . 8 
4 . 8 
0 . 5 
0 . 5 
0 . 3 
0 . 1 
1 . 4 

4 .2 
4 . 8 
3 .6 
5 .5 
3 . 5 
5 .9 
4 . 4 
2 .0 

: 3 . 4 
I 5 .2 

4 .6 
1 8 . 1 
! 5 .1 
i 8 . 8 
j 6 .5 
j 2 . 3 
j 

3 .7 
2 .9 
0 . 1 
0 .1 
0 .1 
0 . 2 
0 . 2 
1 .2 

10.5 
6 . 4 
5 .0 
0 .3 
0 . 3 
0 . 3 
0 . 3 
1.6 

Platbush-East Platbush 
Canarsie 
Mi dwoo d-Platlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

8 .2 
1 . 8 
4 .6 
3 .2 

10.0 
1 .9 
5 .7 
3 .9 

0 . 7 
1 . 4 
0 .2 
0 .3 

0 ,6 
0 . 8 
0 . 3 
0 .2 

7 .8 
2 .0 
4 ,6 
2 . 8 

10.8 
2 . 5 
6 .5 
4 . 0 

1 . 2 
1 .0 
0 . 1 
0 . 3 

0 . 3 
0 .6 
0 . 1 

2 / 

7 .3 
2 . 2 
4 . 5 
2 . 9 

i 10.5 
j 3 .0 

6 . 7 
j 4 . 2 
I 

1 . 3 
0 . 9 
0 .1 
0 . 2 

0 . 3 
0 .2 
0 . 1 

2 / 

F t . Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy YardI/ 0 .1 

! 

0 . 1 - 0 י - ,2 0 .2 0 . 1 2 / 0 . 2 

 ז 1
! 0 . 2 0 .1 

1 / U.S. lavy and U.S. Army personnel, Source: M.Y.C, Department of Health. 
2 / Less than one-tenth of one percent. 
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Table 5. - CHILDREN IN THE BROOKLYN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS, BY 
CULTURAL GROUP: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY COMMUNITY OF SCHOOL'S 

LOCATION: 1957 AND 1958 

Enrolment September 1957 Enrolment October 1958 
Community.]/ Puerto All 

Total j Negro 
Puerto Al l 

Total Negro Rican other Total j Negro Rican other 

Total 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Greenpoint 1.2 0 . 6 1.8 1.3 1 .2 0.7 1.8 1.2 
Williamsburg 6.6 6 .0 2U.U 3.5 6 .7 6 ,6 21+. 3 3 .3 
Bushwick-Ridgewo od It. 2 2.U lt.1 U. 7 it.3 3 . 1 it. 2 lt.7 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene 3 .6 7.9 10.6 1 .1 3.2 6 ,8 8.6 1.0 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 12.5 U6.5 11t.8 2 .0 12.6 U5»3 Ht. 2 1.7 
Crown Heights 3,7 ' 7.7 2.5 2.7 UeU 9 .1 1,8 3 .5 
Brownsville 8.8 l i t . l lit. 3 6 .3 8.8 llt .2 15.7 5 .6 
East New York 7.0 3 .2 it.it 8 ,6 7.3 3.7 5 . 1 8.9 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 2.9 lts5 7sU l a 6 3*3 lt61 9.7 ־ .6 

Park Slope 3.7 27 7־ .3 303 3 . 1 1.5 6 .2 2.9 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 2.5 2 2eU Ocl 3 0*3 5־3 / .2 3.0 
Bay Ridge 14.2 001 1 .3 5 .9 3 .9 0 , 1 1.2 5 .7 
Borough Park-

it• 2 Kensington it• 2 0 . 1 0 o2 6 . 1 i t . l 0 . 1 0 .3 6 .1 
Bensonhurst 6.7 0 .2 0 . 1 9.9 6 .6 0.2 0 ,2 9.9 
Gravesend it.6 0 .2 0 . 1 6 .7 lt.8 0.2 0 , 2 761 
Coney.Island 3.5 1 .0 1.8 U.5 3.5 1 .1 2.0 It. 6 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 8 .1 0 .8 0 .2 11.7 7.7 0.9 0 ,3 l l . l t 

Canarsie ' 2.7 1 .5 0.7 3.lt 2,9 1 .4 0.7 3 .8 
Midwood-Flatlands it.5 0 . 1 0 . 1 6.7 it.8 0 . 1 0 . 1 7.2 
Sheepshead Bay lt.7 0 ,3 0 , 1 6.9 lt.lt 0 .2 0 , 1 6.7 

1 / No schools are located i n the Federal reservations - U.S. Navy Yard and Ft, 
Hamilton. 

2 / Less than one-tenth of one percent. 

Sources Data col lected by Bureau of Educational Program Research and S t a t i s t i c s 
of the Board of Education? schools located by health area and data compiled 
by Community Council. 
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the p u b l i c school data a re l i m i t e d to the elementary and j u n i o r h igh schools 
open to neighborhood c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n the a p p r o p r i a t e school d i s t r i c t . ! 3 / 
The fo l lowing t a b u l a t i o n summarizes the borough d a t a j Table 5 p r e s e n t s the 
pe rcen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n by the community of the s c h o o l ' s l o c a t i o n . 

Chi ldren e n r o l l e d i n p u b l i c elementary and j u n i o r 
high schools i n Brooklyn: 1957 and 19581/ 

September 1957 October 1958 
Ethnic qroup Number Pe rcen t Number Pe rcen t 

Al l s t u d e n t s 261,130 100.0 265,397 100.0 

Negro 
Puer to Rican 
Al l o the r 

52,398 
32,029 

176,703 

20 .1 
12 .3 
67.7 

56,495 
34,845 

174,057 

21 .3 
13.1 
65.6 

1/ Compiled from data on i n d i v i d u a l schools c o l l e c t e d 
by the Bureau of Educa t iona l Program Research and 
S t a t i s t i c s , Board of Educat ion . 

Age groups: 1950 and 1957 

Brooklyn a p p a r e n t l y cont inues to deserve the a p p e l l a t i o n "a borough 
of f a m i l i e s . " C e r t a i n l y the ch i l d and youth p o p u l a t i o n i s of major impor tance . 
I n 1957, as Table 6 r e v e a l s , c h i l d r e n under 14 years of age formed 2 3 . 3 p e r -
cen t , and the e n t i r e group under 20 years of a g e , 3 1 p e r c e n t of a l l the 
r e s i d e n t s . Even i r T t h e Bronx and Queens the group under 20 years of age 
c o n s t i t u t e d only 30 and 30 .1 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . P a r t of the a b s o l u t e 
and p r o p o r t i o n a t e i n c r e a s e i n the c h i l d r e n 6-13 yea r s o ld from 1950 to 1957 
undoubtedly r e f l e c t s the high b i r t h r a t e s of the immediate post -war y e a r s 
1944-1951; some p a r t may i n d i c a t e the i n - m i g r a t i o n of f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n , 

The low b i r t h r a t e s of the 1928-1937 pe r iod may be r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r p a r t of the s u b s t a n t i a l decrease i n young a d u l t s from 20 through 29 
years of age from 1950 to 1957. But i n p a r t , the r e d u c t i o n i n the number״of the 
twen ty -yea r -o lds , as wel l as the decrease i n the grOup 30 through 44 yea r s of 
age, may be a t t r i b u t e d •to the exodus from the borough of many of the whi te 
r e s i d e n t s . The r i s e of n e a r l y 37,000 i n the number of c h i l d r e n from 6 to 
13 years of age, with a s imultaneous decrease of almost 86,000 i n the a d u l t 
group which presumably i nc l udes t h e i r p a r e n t s , i . e . , t h o s e 30-44 y e a r s of age , 
p r e s e n t s an apparent paradox. A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n i s found i n the changes 
which occur red i n the age d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Bronx p o p u l a t i o n . Combined 
with the c u l t u r a l group s t a t i s t i c s , these age da ta imply t h a t the outward 
movement was among white couples wi thout c h i l d r e n o r wi th one o r two c h i l d r e n , 
and among the unmarried, while most of the newcomers - Negroes and Pue r to 
Ricans - have many school-age c h i l d r e n . 

13/ High schoo ls , schools i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the s p e c i a l (600) schools have 
been omi t ted as not se rv ing a s p e c i f i c neighborhood.-
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Table 6 . - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY AGE GROUP: 1950 AND 1957 

Age group 
ensus 
 Percent־ '

•1721 OBI 1SUS 
 Percent Percent Age group ־

Number of Number of change 
• tq ia l ׳ t o t a l 

A l l ages 2,738,175 100.0 2,602,1+33 100.0 - 5 . 0 

Under 6 years 288,1+98 10.5 275,269 10.6 - 1+.6 
6 - 1 3 years 29l+,l+66 10.8 331,295 12.7 12 .5 
1 1 4 - 1 9 years 205,071 7 .5 200,91+7 7 .7 - 2 .0 
20 - 21+ years 213,318 7 .8 l6l+,573 6.1+ -22 .9 
25 - 29 years 231,005 8.1+ 189,168 7.3 - 1 8 . 1 
30 - Ul+ years 666,1+32 21+.3 580,677 22.3 - 1 2 . 9 
H5 - 61+ years 636,51+7 23.2 628,361+ 21+.1 - 1 .3 
65 years and over 202,838 7.1+ 1 

232,11+0 8.9 liul+ 

Table 6a. ־־ POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY AGE GROUP AND SEX, 
AND RATIO OF MALES TO FEMALES: 1950 AND 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Age group Males 

per 
100 

females 

 Males ־
per 
100 

females 
Male Female 

Males 
per 
100 

females 
Male Female 

 Males ־
per 
100 

females 

A l l ages 1,331+,030 1,1+01+,m5 95.0 1,261,888 1,31+0,5U5 91+• 1 

Under 6 years 
6 - 1 3 years 
11+ - 19 years 
20 - 21+ years 
25 - 29 years 
30-1+1+ years 
1+5 - 6U years 
65 years and 

over 

H+7,21+2 
11+9,979 
100,81+7 
101,523 
110,310 
3U+,327 
315,61+9 

91+,153 

11+1,256 
lW+,1+87 
10l+,221+ 
111,795 
120,695 
352,105 
320,898 

108,685 

101+.2 
103.8 

96.8 
90.8 
91.1+ 
89.3 
98.1+ 

86.6 

11+0,1+23 
168,375 
99,905 
76,955 
92,122 

271,21+2 
3014,812 

108,051+ 

131+,81+6 
162,920 
101,01+2 

87,618 
97,01+6 

309,1+35 
323,552 

1211,086 

101+.1 
103.3 
98.9 
87.8 
91+.9 
87.7 
91+.2 

87 .1 



The "middle-aged" (45-64 years ) were somewhat fewer i n 1957 than i n 
1950 but the e l d e r l y popu la t i on (65 years o ld or o lde r ) rose by over 14 p e r -
cen t . The i nc rea se of over 29,000 i n the aged group r a i s e d i t s share of the 
t o t a l from 7 . 4 pe rcen t i n 1950 to 8 .9 i n 1957. The percen tage r i s e , however, 
was small i n comparison with the i n c r e a s e of 25 pe r cen t i n the Bronx aged. 
Among the i n d i v i d u a l Brooklyn communities the p r o p o r t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n 
which was aged va r i ed from 5 .8 pe rcen t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant and 5 .9 p e r c e n t 
i n Canars ie to 10.7 p e r c e n t i n Eas t New York and 13 .1 i n Coney I s l a n d . 
(Table 7b ) . 

The e i g h t age groups used i n Table 6, as we l l as i n the d e s c r i p t i o n s 
of the i n d i v i d u a l communities,were s e l e c t e d as the groups which appear to be 
most g e n e r a l l y u s e f u l i n p lanning a v a r i e t y of s o c i a l and educa t iona l s e r v i c e s . 

Table 7 g ives f o r the borough as a whole, and f o r each of the commu-
n i t i e s , the number of 1957 r e s i d e n t s i n each of s i x age groups which may have 
value i n some c i rcumstances . The d e r i v a t i v e Table 7a shows the p r o p o r t i o n 
of the borough 's c h i l d r e n under 14 years of age, o r the p r o p o r t i o n of the 
aged, to be found i n s p e c i f i c communities. The map w i l l d i s c l o s e the ne igh-
bor ing communities which may need to be considered i n p lanning f o r a p a r -
t i c u l a r a r e a . Table 7b, on the o the r hand, enables the u s e r to compare the 
r e l a t i v e importance of c h i l d r e n o r t e e n - a g e r s , o r any o t h e r group, w i t h i n 
the borough and wi th in each i n d i v i d u a l community. Table 8 and i t s d e r i v a -
t i v e t a b l e s p r e s e n t the 1950 Census da ta on a comparable b a s i s . 

Other popu la t i on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Brooklyn ' s r e s i d e n t s , as 
descr ibed i n the 1950 Census, i n e v i t a b l y have been modif ied not on ly by the 
f i v e pe rcen t l o s s i n the s i z e of . the popu la t i on but more d r a s t i c a l l y by 
the noteworthy changes i n i t s composit ion, with the g r e a t e r c u l t u r a l and, 
p robab ly , more economic, d i v e r s i t y . Neve r the l e s s , a b r i e f summary of c e r t a i n 
major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950 should a f f o r d a benchmark f o r e s t i m a t i n g the 
probable ex t en t of r e c e n t changes. 

Economic s t a t u s : The median income of Brooklyn f a m i l i e s which was 
$3,447 f o r the year 1949, was below the l e v e l of the C i t y as a whole 
($3 ,526) ; Manhattan, where the median fami ly income was $3,073 was the only 
borough with a lower average . The median f o r Bronx was $3,612, f o r Richmond -
$3,845 and f o r Queens - $4 ,121. 



Table 7• - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY AGE GROUP: CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
Al l 
ages 

Under 11* 
years 

ll*-19 
years 

20-21* 
years 

25-1*1* 
years 

1*5-61* 
years 

65 years 
i and over 

Total 2,602,1*33 606,561* 200,91*7 161*, 573 769,81*5 628,361* ! 232,11*0 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

60,101* 
11*9,11*3 
115,016 

13,750 
1*2,101 
26,322 

1*,781 
13,091* 

8,859 

3,1*31 
10,1*83 

7,228 

18,880" 
1*1*,318 
33,876 

13,566 
27,936 
26,617 

 5,696 ן
11,211 
12,1111 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft . Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

86,863 
253,015 
11*8,990 
172,613 
11*7,751 

21,033 
69,085 
30,000 
1*1*, 876 
31*,855 

5,881 
19,637 
10,179 
13,111*1 
11,031* 

5,997 
18,709 

9,61*0 
10,522 
8,253 

27,553 
86,003 
1*5,302 
1*8,026 
1*2,1*77 

19,163 
115,002 
39,576 
38,736 
35,338 

7,236 
111,579 
111,293 
17,012 
15,7911 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

91*,332 
118,990 

98,368 
163,179 

111*,286 
177,350 
102,291* 

71*, 711 

27,1*81* 
26,385 
21,981 
33,073 

21*, 262 
37,1*61 
21*, 01*6 
15,362 

8,772 
8,877 
7,879 

11,803 

8,625 
13,692 

7,971 
5,387 

6,768 
7,707 
6,513 
9,189 

6,51*1 
10,935 

6,182 
3,731 

27,708 
31*,1*80 
27,813 
U5,386 

32,901 
52,869 
31,958 
18,523 

16,8111! 
29,891* 
25,1150 
118,0311 

30,8117 
115,679 
23,788 
21,9011 

6,756 
11,6117 

8,732 
15,6911 

11,110 
16,7111 

8,3119 
9,801! 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

239,101* 
1*7,033 

11*0,817 
88,976 

1*6,282 
11*,525 
30,765 
22,193 

16,678 
3,551 

11,599 
7,168 

13,558 
2,606 
8,1*11* 
U,925 

67,312 
15,573 
39,228 
26,938 

71,008 
7,981 

39,013 
21,3611 

211,266 
2,797 

11,798 
6,388 

Ft , Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 9,1*98 

i 
723 2,039 3,21*1 2,721 621! 

i 
150 

17 U.S. Array and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 7a. - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BROOKLYN POPULATION, BY 
C0F4UNITY, BY AGE GROUPiA CENSUS CP 1957 

Al l Under lit ; 114-19 , 20-2U , 25-ltlt 115-614 65 years 
uUl l t tuUIU. Ujr ages years ׳ years years ! years years and over 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Greenpoint 2.3 2.3 2.14 
j 

2 . 1 2.5 202 2 .5 
Williamsburg 5 .7 6.9 6 .5 6.14 5 .7 U.U 14.8 
Bushwick-Ridgewood lt.lt lt.3 lt.lt 14.14 14. It It. 2 5 . 2 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft . Greene 3 .3 3 .5 2.9 3 .6 3 .6 3 .0 3 . 1 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 9. 7 11.14 9 .8 11.14 11.2 7.2 6 .3 
Crown Heights 5 .7 U.9 5 . 1 5 .8 5 .9 6 .3 6 .2 
Brownsville 6 . 6 7.14 6 .7 6,14 6 .2 6 .2 7.3 
East New York 5 .7 5 .7 5.5 5 . 0 5.5 5 . 6 6 .8 

South Brooklyn-
3 . 6 Red Hook 3 . 6 lt.5 UoU lt.1 3 .6 2.7 2.9 

Park Slope lt.6 14.3 14.14 it. 7 it.5 lt.8 5 .0 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 3 .8 3 .6 3.9 14.0 3 .6 14.0 3 .8 
Bay Ridge 6 .3 5 .5 5 .9 5 . 6 5 .9 7 .6 6 .8 
Borough Park-

14.14 Kensington 14.14 14.0 14.3 1+.0 it.3 U.9 11.8 
Bensonhurst 6 .8 6«2 6 .8 6 .6 6 .9 7 .3 7 .2 
Gravesend 3.9 14.0 l t . o 3 .7 14.1 3 .8 3 . 6 
Coney Island 2.9 2 .5 2.7 2.3 2.14 3 .5 14.2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 9 .2 7  110.5 11.3 8.7 8.2 3־8 6.

Canarsie 1 .8 2.14 1»8 1 .6 2 . 0 1.3 1 .2 
Midwood-Flatlands 5.14 55 1־ .8 5 . 1 5 . 1 6 ,2 5 . 1 
Sheepshead Bay 3.U 307 3 .6 3 . 0 3.5 3.1t 2 .7 

Ft . Hamilton and . 
i 

U.S. Navy Yard!/ 0.14 
i 

0 . 1 1 .0 2 .0 0.14 0 . 1 2 / 

1 / Based on data i n Table 7. 
2 / l e s s than one-tenth of one percent. 
y U.S. Array and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 7b. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY AGE GROUP 1/: CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
Al l ! Under 11* 1U-19 20-21* 25-UU 1*5-61* 65 years 

Community ages years years years years years and over 

Total 100.0 23.3 7.7 6.1* 29.6 21*. 1 89־ 

Greenpoint 100.0 22.8 8,0 5 .7 31.1* 22.6 9 ,5 
Williamsburg 100.0 28.2 8.8 7 .0 29.7 18,7 7,5 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 100.0 22.9 7.7 6 .3 29.5 23.1 10.5 

Brooklyn Heights-
21*.2 Ft. Greene 100.0 21*.2 6.8 6 .9 31.7 22.1 8.3 

Bedford-Stuyve sant 100.0 27.2 7 .8 7.U 3U.0 17.8 5 .8 
Crown Heights 100.0 20.1 6 .8 6 .5 30.1* 26.6 9 .6 
Brownsville 100.0 26.0 7.8 6 , 1 27.8 22,1* 9.9 
East New York 100.0 23.6 7 .5 5 .6 28.7 2309 10,7 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 100.0 29.1 9 .3 7,2 29.1* 17.8 7.2 

Park Slope 100.0 22.2 701* 6.5 29.0 25 ,1 9 .8 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100.0 22,3 8 .0 6 ,6 28,3 25.9 8.9 
Bay Ridge 100.0 20,3 7 .2 5 .6 27.8 29.1* 9 .6 
Borough Park-

Kensington 100.0 21.2 7.5 5.7 28.8 27.0 9.7 
Bensonhurst 100.0 21.1 7.7 6.2 29.8 259.1 8״* 
Gravesend 100.0 23.5 7.8 6 ,0 31.2 23.3 8.2 
Coney Island 100.0 20.6 7.2 5.0 21*. 8 29.3 13.1 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 100.0 19.3 7.0 5.7 28.2 2967 10.1 

Canarsie 100.0 3009 706 5.5 33.1 17.0 5.9 
Midwood-Flatlands 100.0 21.8 8 ,2 6,0 27.9 27.7 8,1* 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 2k, 9 8 .1 5 .5 30.3 21*»0 7.2 

F t . Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy YardV 100.0 7 .6 21.5 31*. 1 28.6 6 .6 1 .6 

y Based on data i n Table 7. 
2 / U»S, Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 8. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY AGE GROUP: CENSUS OF 1950 

Community 
Al l 
ages 

Under It* 
years 

H*-19 
years 

20-21* . 
years 

:25-1*1* 
years 

1*5-61* 
years 

65 year 
and ove 

Total 2,738,175 582,961* 205,071 213,318 897,1*37 636,51*7 202,838 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

68,316 
168,039 
123,606 

11*,732 
39,331 
25,725 

5,239 
 0*21,*1נ

9,237 

5,151 
11*,311* 

9,506 

23,500 
51*,996 
39,15k 

15,168 
33,623 
28,785 

1*,526 
11,535 
11,199 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft.' Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

1 
'87,81*8 1 

269,588 j 
160,689 
185,108 
159,333 

16,269 
61,516 
30,080 
1*0,913 
31*,051* 

5,5U5, 
21,31*8, 
11,150 
11*,218 
11,968 

6,990 
21*,001* 
11,61*0 
H*,131 
12,301* 

30,681* 
95,993 
52,033 
59,070 
50,692 

21,01*1* 
1*9,938 
1*2,233 
1*2,216 
36,787 

7,316 
16,789 
13,553 
11*,560 
13,528 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-

Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensobhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

 ו
t 

98,389 1 
128,197 

110,1*37 
173,180 

127,003 
193,773 
102,361 

81,816 

21*,951* 
25,191 

23,102 
3U,535 

26,682 
1*0,868 
23,182 
16,135 

8,525 
9,638 

8,881* 
12,511 

9,505. 
H*,1*1*6. 

8,01*6 
6,023 

8,1*29 
10,102 

8,757 
12,212 . 

9,321* 
15,331 

8,568 
6,260 

31,31*1 
1*0,311* 

35,156 
5U,913 

1*1,986 
61*,711* 
31*,201 
21*, 827 

18,91*7 
31,561 

27,075 
1*5,551* 

30,237 
1*5,1*61 
22,227 
22,020 

6,193 
11,391 

7,1*63 
13,1*55 

9,269 
12,953 

6,137 
6,551 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

239,669 
38,611 ' 

li*2,720 " 
78,019 

1*6,21*0 
10,638 
30,939 
17,757 

Hi,903. 
2,791 

10,762 
5,938 

16,01*1 
3,237 

10,500 
6,188 

78,817 
13,326 
1*5,662 
25,366 

63,1*75 
6,601* 

35,1*53 
17,967 

20,193 
2,015 
9,1*01* 
I*, 803 

Ft . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yardl/ 1,1*73 121 151* 329 692 172 5 

1 / U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 8a. - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BROOKLYN POPULATION, BY COMMUNITY, 
BY AGE GROUP 1/j CENSUS OF 1950 

Community Al l 
ages 

Under 1U 
years 

1 U - 1 9 
years 

2 0 - 2 U 
years 

25-UU 
years 

U 5 - 6 U 
years 

65. years 
and over 

Total 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

2 . 5 
6 . 1 
14.5 

2 . 5 
6 . 7 
u . u 

2 . 6 
6 . 9 
U . 5 

2 . U 
6 , 7 
U . 5 

2 . 6 
6 . 1 
U . U 

2 . U 
5 . 3 
U . 5 

2 . 2 
5 . 7 
5 . 5 

Brooklyn Heights-
F t . Greene 

Bedford-Stuyve sant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

3 . 2 
9 . 8 
5 . 9 
6 . 8 
5 . 8 

2 . 8 
1 0 . 6 

5 . 2 
7 . 0 -
5 .  ־ 8

2 . 7 
1 0 . U 

5 . U 
6 . 9 
5 . 8 

3 . 3 
1 1 . 2 

5 . 5 
6 . 6 
5 . 8 

3 . U 
1 0 . 7 

5 . 8 
6 . 6 
5 . 6 

3 . 3 
7 . 8 
6 . 6 
6 . 6 
5 . 8 

3 . 6 
8 . 3 
6 . 7 
7 . 2 
6 . 7 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

3 . 6 
U . 7 
U.O 
6 . 3 

U . 6 
7 . 1 
3 . 7 
3 . 0 

U . 3 
U . 3 
U . 0 
5 . 9 

U . 6 
7 . 0 
U.O 
2 . 8 

U . 2 
U . 7 
U«3 
6 . 1 

U . 6 
7 . 0 
3 . 9 
2 . 9 

U . 0 
U . 7 
U . l 
5 . 7 

U .U 
7 . 2 
U . 0 
2 . 9 

3 . 5 
U . 5 
3 . 9 
6 . 1 

U . 7 
7 . 2 
3 . 8 
2 . 8 

3 . 0 
5 . 0 
U . 2 
7 . 2 

U . 8 
7 . 1 
3 . 5 
3 . 5 

3 . 1 
5 . 6 
3 . 7 
6 . 6 

U . 6 
6 . U 
3 . 0 
3 . 2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

8 . 8 
l . U 
5 . 2 
2 . 8 

7 . 9 
1 . 8 
5 . 3 
3 . 0 

7 . 3 
l . U 
5 . 2 
2 . 9 

7 . 5 
1 . 5 
U . 9 
2 . 9 

8 . 8 
1 . 5 

5 ־ . 1 
2 . 8 

1 0 . 0 
1 . 0 
5 . 6 
2 . 8 

9 . 9 
1 . 0 
U . 6 

. 2 . U 

Ft . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard3/ 0 . 1 1 / 0 . 1 0 . 2 0 . 1 2 / 2 / 

1 / Based on data i n Table 8. 
2f Less than one-tenth of one percent. 
y U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 8b, - POPULATION OP BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY AGE GROUP V : CENSUS OF 1950 

C\ AMM|<| «%4 4• w A l l ; tinder 1U ;111-19 20-211 25-UU 1+5-614 j 65 years 
ages years years years years years and over 

Total 1 0 0 . 0 21.3 7 .5 7 .8 32.7 23.2 7.U 

Greenpoint 100.0 21 .6 7.7 7.5 3U.U 22.2 6 . 6 
Williamsburg 100.0 23 •U 8 .5 8 .5 32 .7 20.0 6 .9 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 100.0 2 0 . 8 7.5 7 .6 31 .7 23.3 9 . 1 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft . Greene 100.0 18 .5 6 . 3 8 .0 314.9 214.0, 8 . 3 

Be dford-Stuyve s ant 100.0 22.8 7.9 8 .9 35 .6 18.5 6 .2 
Crown Heights 100.0 18.7 6 .9 7 .2 32.14 26.3 8.14 
Brownsville 100.0 22 .1 7 .7 7 .6 31 .9 22 ,8 7.9 
East New York 100.0 21.14 7 .5 7 .7 31 .8 23 .1 8 .5 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 100.0 25.U 8 .7 8 . 6 31 .8 19.3 6 .3 

Park Slope 100.0 19.7 7 .5 7 .9 31.U 214.6 8 .9 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100.0 20.9 8 . 0 7 .9 31 .8 2U.5 6 .8 
Bay Ridge 100.0 19.9 7 .2 7 . 1 31 .7 26.3 7 .8 
Borough Park-

Kensington 100.0 21.0 7 .5 7 .3 3 3 . 1 23.8 7 .3 
Bensonhurst 100.0 21 .1 7 .5 7 .9 33.U 23.5 6 .7 
Gravesend 100.0 22.6 7.9 8.14 33.14 21.7 6 . 0 
Coney Island 100.0 19.7 7.14 7 .7 30 .3 26 .9 8 .0 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 1 0 0 . 0 19.3 6 . 2 6 . 7 32.9 26.5 8,14 

Canarsie 100.0 27.6 7 .2 8.14 3U.5 17 .1 5 . 2 
Midwood-Flatlands 100.0 21.7 7 .5 7.U 32 .0 2U.8 6 .6 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 22.8 7 . 6 7 .9 32 .5 23.0 6 .2 

F t . Hamilton and . ן 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 100.0 8 .2 | 10.5 

__J, 

22.3 147.0 11.7 0 . 3 

1/ Based on data i n Table 8. 
2 / U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 



x x x i v 

The percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of the f a m i l i e s by major income group 
p rov ides a d d i t i o n a l l i g h t on borough d i f f e r e n c e s : 

Percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n of f a m i l i e s , by income c l a s s i n 1949, 
by borough: N.Y.C. 

Under $3 ,000- $5,000- $10,000 
Borouqh $3,000 $4,999 $9,999 or more 

New York C i t y 37.6 34 .4 23 .1 5.0 

Bronx 35 .3 37 .1 24 .2 3 .3 
Brooklyn 38.6 35.7 22.0 3 .6 
Manhattan 48.6 26 .8 17.0 7 .7 
Cueens . 26 .5 37 .6 30.1 5 .8 
Richmond," 30.9 38 .3 27 .1 3 .7 

According to the sample s tudy conducted by the New York S t a t e I n t e r -
depar tmenta l Committee on Low Incomes, the median income f o r New York C i t y 
f a m i l i e s i n 1956 was $5,478. By a d j u s t i n g f o r p r i c e changes the Census data 
on 1949 incomes, the Committee determined t h a t the 1949 Ci ty-wide median i n 
1956 d o l l a r s was $3,971, i n d i c a t i n g a 38 pe rcen t r i s e i n purchas ing power 
from 1949 to 1956 and a 55 pe r cen t i n c r e a s e i n d o l l a r income. No data are 
a v a i l a b l e f o r 1956 on a borough bas i s ,however , so t h a t i t i s impossible to 
say how Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s have fared i n r e l a t i o n to the o t h e r boroughs 
dur ing t h i s p e r i o d . 

The 1949 median income of the " u n r e l a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s , " t h a t i s , 
persons 14 years o ld o r o l d e r not l i v i n g i n family groups and not inmates of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , was only $1,280 f o r Brooklyn. This was below the Ci ty-wide 
median of $1,482, the Manhattan median of $1,595, and the Cueens median of 
Brooklyn .׳,$1613 ' s " i n d i v i d u a l s , " however, had a s l i g h t l y h ighe r median 
th'an those l i v i n g i n the Bronx or Richmond, where the medians were $1,173 
and $1,277. 

Educat ional l e v e l : The measure of educa t iona l a t t a inment p r o -
vi'ded by the 1950 Census i s the years of formal school ing completed by 
persons 25 years o ld or o l d e r . The educa t iona l l eve l i n Brooklyn as i n d i -
ca ted by t h i s measure was somewhat below the City-wide median of 9 .2 yea r s 
f o r the whi te a d u l t s and 8 . 6 years f o r the nonwhitesj the Brooklyn medians 
were 8 . 9 yea r s and 8 . 4 years r e s p e c t i v e l y . About 24 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn 
a d u l t s had completed 8 yea r s of elementary school , 15.7 pe rcen t had a t -
tended high 'school but had not been gradua ted , 19.8 p e r c e n t had completed 4 
yea r s of high school , 4 . 4 p e r c e n t had a t t ended co l l ege f o r from one to t h r e e 
years and 5 . 4 pe rcen t had had four years o r more of co l l ege and u n i v e r s i t y 
t r a i n i n g . But 20.7 pe r cen t had not completed the elementary grades and 7 . 2 
p e r c e n t had had no formal schoo l ing . No data* were r epo r t ed f o r the ba lance . 
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Family groups: Most of the 1950 Brooklyn i n h a b i t a n t s l i v e d a s 
members of the 741,075 fami ly groups. Some 160,410 persons 14 years o ld o r 
o l d e r , 5 .9 p e r c e n t of a l l r e s i d e n t s , l i v e d alone o r wi th persons no t r e l a t e d 
to them. The inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s - 9 ,361 - amounted to only 0 . 4 p e r c e n t 
of the p o p u l a t i o n . More than 2 ,568,000, t h e r e f o r e , l i v e d with t h e i r f ami -
l i e s - an average of about 3 . 5 persons pe r f ami ly . 

Most of the f a m i l i e s inc luded a marr ied couple - 90 p e r c e n t - but 
57,515 of the 664,620 mar r ied couples d id not have a household of t h e i r own 
i n 1950. The 76,455 f a m i l i e s which did not inc lude a husband and h i s w i f e , 
of course , were not a l l "broken f a m i l i e s " of one p a r e n t and young c h i l d r e n ; 
no doubt some of these f a m i l i e s cons i s t ed of a p a r e n t and a d u l t c h i l d r e n , o r 
s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s , o r some o t h e r group of r e l a t e d p e r s o n s . 

I n 1950, 63 .5 pe r cen t of the 1 ,118,402 women 14 years o ld and 
over were mar r i ed , 23 .3 p e r c e n t , s i n g l e and 148,034 o r 13.2 p e r c e n t , widowed 
or d ivorced . Over 50,700 men were widowed o r d ivorced , almost 5 p e r c e n t of 
the males i n the same age group; 67 p e r c e n t were marr ied and 28 p e r c e n t , 
s i n g l e . The number of marr ied women - 710,011 - exceeded the number of 
marr ied couples by 45,391. The husbands of t h i s group may have been absen t 
on m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e o r working i n some o t h e r town o r coun t ry ; i n some c a s e s , 
however, the couples presumably were s e p a r a t e d , o r the w i f e d e s e r t e d . 

Living q u a r t e r s : Almost 98 p e r c e n t of a l l r e s i d e n t s l i v e d i n the 
795,762 o r d i n a r y households - one- o r two-family homes o r housekeeping 
apar tments ; 98 .1 pe rcen t of the whi te p o p u l a t i o n l i v e d i n such q u a r t e r s but 
the p r o p o r t i o n f o r nonwhites was lower — 92 .8 . The inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
as i n d i c a t e d above, accounted f o r only 0 . 4 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l ; i n d i v i d u a l s 
o r f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n h o t e l s o r r e s i d e n c e s , rooming o r boarding houses , or as 
employees i n the l i v i n g q u a r t e r s of an i n s t i t u t i o n , accounted f o r on ly 1 .9 
p e r c e n t . The households inc luded 131,414 with a female head - 115,500 whi te 
and 15,914 nonwhite households ; these* households i n c l u d e women with young 
o r a d u l t c h i l d r e n , o r s i n g l e , s e p a r a t e d , widowed or d ivorced women l i v i n g 
alone or with f r i e n d s o r r e l a t i v e s but as head of the household . 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e 

The p re l imina ry da ta on the h e a l t h area of r e s idence of the 
135,880 p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases i n New York C i ty r e c e i v i n g payments on March 
2, 1959 prov ide the most r e c e n t , and probably the most a c c u r a t e , d i s t r i -
bu t ion of f i n a n c i a l dependency by borough c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e . Comparison 
with the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the popu la t ion i n 1957 a f f o r d s a t b e s t a crude 
measurement not only because of the time d i f f e r e n c e bu t c h i e f l y because 
"a case" may be a s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l r e c e i v i n g genera l o r o ld -age a s s i s t a n c e , 
o r a fami ly - with two or s i x or more members - r e c e i v i n g genera l a s s i s t a n c e 



xxxv i 

o r a id to dependent c h i l d r e n . The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the s eve ra l types of a s -
s i s t a n c e by borough i s summarized i n the next t a b u l a t i o n : 

Percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n of p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases by borough, compared 
with popu la t ion d i s t r i b u t i o n , New York Ci ty : March 2. 1959%J 

Popu la t ion : P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases : March 2.1959 
Borouqh Apr i l 1957 To ta l General ADC Other 

New York C i t y 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Bronx 18.3 16.6 14.1 17.1 16.8 
Brooklyn 33.4 32 .3 32 .3 34.0 31 .3 
Manhattan 23.0 43 .7 48.2 42 .4 43 .5 
Queens 22.6 6 . 3 4 .4 5 .6 7 . 2 
Richmond 2 .7 1 .1 0 .9 0 .9 1 .2 
1/ Compiled by the Department of Wel fa re , Div i s ion of S t a t i s t i c s and 

pub l i shed by the New York C i t y Youth Board i n Se lec ted Socio-Economic 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York C i ty By Borough. Apr i l 1959• 

Desp i te i t s lack of p r e c i s i o n , the comparison with the popu la t i on 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t Brooklyn has about i t s due share of the C i t y ' s f i n a n c i a l 
dependency, i n c o n t r a s t to the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of persons i n need of a s s i s t -
ance i n Manhattan, and the r e l a t i v e l y low requirement f o r f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t -
ance i n the more suburban Queens and Richmond, 

About 35 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn cases l ived i n Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and Brownsvi l le . Another 35 pe r cen t were d i s t r i b u t e d throughout Wil l iamsburg, 
Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Crown He igh t s , South Brooklyn-Red Hook and 
Park S lope j i n t h i s group of f i v e , the i n d i v i d u a l community's percentage of 
the t o t a l ranged from 8 . 6 i n the f i r s t named down to 6 .2 i n the l a s t named. 
Four communities - Bensonhurst , Eas t New York, Bushwick-Ridgewood, and Coney 
I s l a n d where from 3 .2 to 5 .7 pe r cen t of the cases l i ved - t oge the r accounted 
f o r a l i t t l e over 17 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn cases . 

Heal th i n d i c e s 

Three s e r i e s among the h e a l t h s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e on a h e a l t h 
area b a s i s were s e l e c t e d as perhaps the more u s e f u l i n d i c e s of those h e a l t h 
cond i t ions which a re most d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s . The borough 
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da ta f o r the year 1957 r e l a t e d to the popu l a t i on f o r 1957 a re p r e s e n t e d i n 
the fo l lowing t a b u l a t i o n : 

Se lec ted h e a l t h i nd i ce s by borough: New York C i t y 
(Case d a t a 1 / f o r year 1957, r a t e s based on Apr i l 1957 popu la t ion ) 

Venereal d i s e a s e T u b e r c u l o s i s 
I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y Newly r epor t ed p r eva l ence 

Deaths per cases p e r 100,000 Act ive cases pe r 
Borough 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s ponu la t i on 1,000 p o p u l a t i o n 

New York C i t y 25 .3 335.2 1 .45 

Bronx 23 .3 187.2 1 .03 
Brooklyn 25 .2 308.4 1.07 
Manhattan 32.6 750.1 3 .10 
Queens 20 .6 106.3 0 .79 
Richmond 21.6 52.4 0 .52 
1/ Based on case data fo r known r e s i d e n t s of New York C i t y j a l l da ta de-

r ived from r e p o r t s of Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s , Department of 
Hea l th ; 1957 t u b e r c u l o s i s p reva lence r a t e pub l i shed by New York Tubercu-
l o s i s and Heal th A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Brooklyn ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e i s almost i d e n t i c a l with the C i t y -
wide r a t e . Both the inc idence of venerea l d i s e a s e , based on cases newly 
r epor t ed dur ing 1957, a nd the prevalence of t u b e r c u l o s i s , based on a c t i v e 
cases on the Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r a t the end of the yea r , a r e 
below the Ci ty-wide r a t e s . But i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t i n a l l t h r e e s e r i e s , 
the r a t e s f o r Bronx, Queens and Richmond a r e lovjer than f o r Brooklyn. The 
Ci ty r a t e s a re g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by the h igh Manhattan r a t e s . 

Delinquency 

Brooklyn communities, which on the whole fo l low th~ gene ra l p a t t e r n of 
d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d neighborhoods where much of the housing tends to be poor and 
where low-income f a m i l i e s congregate , u s u a l l y ' f ind t h o i r ' d i f f i c u l t i e s from such 
c o n d i t i o n s i n t e n s i f i e d by s h i f t i n g p o p u l a t i o n s of d i v e r s e c u l t u r e s . The i n -
mig ra t ion of new groups i n t o a community a p p a r e n t l y c o n t r i b u t e s to ne ighbor -
hood t e n s i o n s , which, i n t u r n , o f t e n means a high l e v e l of de l inquency . 

Because of the high del inquency i n c e r t a i n neighborhoods, the New 
York C i t y Youth Board has e s t a b l i s h e d four " a r ea s " i n Brooklyn f o r which i t 
p rovides s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s f o r c h i l d r e n and youth - casework, mental h e a l t h , 
voca t iona l counsel ing and group work - through p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s . The Youth Board a l s o main ta ins a s t a f f to o f f e r guidance and s e r v i c e s 
to u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t c lubs and r e f e r r a l u n i t s to secure a p p r o p r i a t e t r e a t -
ment f o r c h i l d r e n diagnosed as i n need of s e r v i c e . 
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The fou r s p e c i a l a r e a s which a re combinations of h e a l t h a reas a re 
c a l l e d Bedford-Stuyvesant , Brownsvi l le , Williamsburg and South Brooklyn but 
they cover a l l o r p a r t of n ine communities, as they a re de f ined i n t h i s r e -
p o r t : Bedford-Stuyvesant , Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Brownsvi l le , Crown 
H e i g h t s , Eas t New York, Greenpoin t , Park Slope , South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and 
Wil l iamsburg. 

Brooklyn ' s de l inquency r a t e was lower than any borough 's except 
Queens' i n 1951 but the t h i r d h i g h e s t among the f i v e boroughs i n 1956, 1957 
and 1958. The 1958 r a t e was almost t h ree t imes as high as the r a t e f o r the 
e a r l i e r yea r . The r a t e s computed by the New York Ci ty Youth Board show the 
r e l a t i o n of " o f f e n s e s " known to o f f i c i a l agenc ies committed by c h i l d r e n and 
youth from 6 through 20 yea r s of age to the popu la t ion i n t h i s age group. 
The 1951 r a t e s a re based on the 1950 popu la t i on and the 1956, 1957, and 1958 
r a t e s a re r e l a t e d to the 1957 popu la t i on . 

Delinquency r a t e s : 1951 and 1956 - 1958•^/ 
Rates pe r 1,000 p o p u l a t i o n 

6-20 years of age 
Borouqh 1951 1956 1957 1958 

New York C i t y 18.5 32.9 35.8 42.9 

Bronx 18.3 33.5 37.9 45 .1 
Brooklyn 14.7 30.6 33.4 41 .2 
Manhattan 32.0 48 .4 50.0 59 .3 
Queens 12.3 24.0 26 .3 30.9 
Richmond 17.8 25 .9 32.9 36.0 
1 / Computed by New York C i t y Youth Board. 

Many Brooklyn h e a l t h a reas and whole communities have a r e l a t i v e l y 
low inc idence of del inquency but the high r a t e s i n o t h e r s e c t i o n s br ing  up ׳
the borough-wide r a t e s . Rates of 70 or more per 1,000 c h i l d r e n and youth a re 
found i n four or more h e a l t h a r ea s i n Wil l iamsburg, Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Brownsvi l le ; Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Park 
Slope each has one h i g h - r a t e h e a l t h area and Crown Heights has two. 

Housing 

During the l a s t decade many d i v e r s e t rends i n c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
u t i l i z a t i o n of e x i s t i n g housing appear to have c h a r a c t e r i z e d the seve ra l s ec -
t i o n s of the borough. Expressways, br idge approaches and i n d u s t r i a l cons t rue -
t i o n have caused the demol i t ion of some poor housing and pos s ib ly some good 
housing; pub l i c p r o j e c t s have c l ea red ou t some substandard housing i n the 
o l d e r communities and middle-income C i ty p r o j e c t s have c rea t ed new communi-
t i e s i n o u t l y i n g , under-developed p a r t s of the borough. 
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T i t l e I p r o j e c t s - both coope ra t ives and f a i r l y expensive r e n t a l 
p r o j e c t s - o t h e r c o o p e r a t i v e s , and c o n v e n t i o n a l l y - f i n a n c e d , l a r g e - s c a l e 
p r o j e c t s have brought huge, m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings to s e t t l e d communities i n 
downtown Brooklyn and a l so to a reas l i k e Sheepshead Bay. The marshes i n 
Canars ie have been t ransformed i n t o a Seaview V i l l a g e of one- and two-fami ly 
homes, with a p u b l i c , 1 , 6 0 0 - u n i t , middle-income p r o j e c t i n t h e i r m i d s t . The 
Shore Road area on the Narrows, former ly a neighborhood of l a r g e homes and 
suburban surroundings now a d v e r t i s e s " a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d , l uxur ious apar tments 
of 3 to 5 | rooms, with t e r r a c e s , Muzak i n e l e v a t o r , lobby and l aundry , 
garage on p remises , e t c . , wi th a breeze-swept panoramic view of the w o r l d ' s 
g r e a t e s t h a r b o r . " 

I n o l d e r neighborhoods, the t h r e e , f o u r , and f i v e s t o r y homes of 
the n ine teen th and e a r l y twen t i e th century have been converted i n some i n -
s t ances to rooming houses and i n o t h e r s i n t o t h r e e o r four apar tments ; but 
many a re s t i l l i nhab i t ed by one fami ly . 

Changes i n housing volume: The 1950 Census of Housing enumerated 
814,134 dwel l ing u n i t s i n Brooklyn. The survey made f o r the C i t y P lann ing 
Department dur ing 1957-58 counted 847,076 u n i t s , a ne t i n c r e a s e of a lmost 
33,000 u n i t s o r 4 p e r c e n t . These data do not p r e c i s e l y measure the change 
s ince the d e f i n i t i o n of "a dwel l ing u n i t i n being" i s not i d e n t i c a l wi th the 
Census d e f i n i t i o n } they somewhat o v e r - s t a t e the percen tage i n c r e a s e i n u n i t s 
a v a i l a b l e f o r occupancy i n 1957-58 .12/ 

Even though the changes revea led by the u n i t counts a re i n e x a c t , 
the data do i n d i c a t e the d i v e r s e t rends i n the s eve ra l s e c t i o n s . E ight 
o l d e r , h ighly-developed communities had a combined decrease of 7,300 dwel l ing 
u n i t s from 1950 to 1957-58$ the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d community of Wil l iamsburg 
accounted f o r almost 3 ,900, with dec reases of 700 to 750 u n i t s i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant , Park Slope, and South Brooklyn-Red Hook and smal l e r r e d u c t i o n s 
in Greenpoin t , Bushwick-Ridgewood, Crown H e i g h t s , and Sunset Park-Gowanus. 

The l a r g e s t volume of new housing i s found i n the growing sou th -
e a s t e r n neighborhoods. About 24,000 homes were cons t ruc t ed o r under con-
s t r u c t i o n in f i v e communities: East New York ( t h e l e s s developed s e c t i o n i n 
the Jamaica Bay a r e a ) , F l a tbush -Eas t F l a t b u s h , Midwood-Flat lands, Cana r s i e 
and Sheepshead Bay. The f i v e communities on the southwest a l so added about 
13,500 dwell ing u n i t s - 5,500 i n Gravesend, 3,400 i n Bay Ridge and o t h e r s i n 
Bensonhurst , Borough Park-Kensington and Coney I s l a n d . The c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
T i t l e I housing such as Willoughby Walk and Concord V i l l a g e added some 1,500 
u n i t s i n the Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community; Brownsvi l le was the o t h e r 
of the l o n g - s e t t l e d a reas which had an i n c r e a s e bu t the r i s e was l i m i t e d to 
600-odd u n i t s d e s p i t e the completion of two p u b l i c p r o j e c t s i n 1955. 

13/ Uni t s were counted i n 1957-58 i f under c o n s t r u c t i o n , sometimes even i f 
only the founda t ions had been l a i d ! the Census counts u n i t s only when 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s a t an advanced s t a g e . 
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Occupied homes: I n 1950 the Census of Housing repor ted 795,665 
occupied dwel l ing u n i t s . An average of 3 . 4 persons l i ved i n each household. 
The Div i s ion of Housing of New York S t a t e secured a count of occupied l i v i n g 
q u a r t e r s from the Bureau of the Census as a by-product of the Spec ia l Census 
of 1957. This showed 808,932 occupied l i v i n g q u a r t e r s o r 3 .2 persons per 
u n i t . Presumably these counts a re reasonably comparable; they i n d i c a t e an 
i n c r e a s e . o f about 13,300 ( 1 . 7 percent ) i n homes a c t u a l l y occupied i n Apr i l 
1957 as compared with Apr i l 1950. The decrease i n t h e average s i ze of the 
households he lps to exp la in the r educ t ion i n popu la t ion d e s p i t e the housing 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Type of housing: 1955-56: The most r ecen t a n a l y s i s of r e s i d e n t i a l 
q u a r t e r s by typo i s p a r t of the land use survey of 1955-56 made fo r the C i t y 
Planning Department. I t shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n of r e s i d e n t i a l ac re s by the 
type of hous ing . In Brooklyn a t t h a t t ime, one- fami ly homes accounted f o r 
almost 31 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l ac reage , two-family houses f o r e x a c t l y 
a t h i r d , and m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings ( t h r e e o r more f a m i l i e s ) f o r 36 p e r c e n t . 

Of the 3,972 ac r e s devoted to one- fami ly homes, the detached 
houses occupied 2 ,137. Walk-up, m u l t i p l e dwel l ings - u s u a l l y of t h ree o r 
fou r s t o r i e s - absorbed 3,642 ac res and the e l eva to r -equ ipped l a r g e r a p a r t -
ment houses , only 1,014 a c r e s . Undoubtedly, the acreage and p ropo r t i ons have 
s h i f t e d somewhat i n the l a s t few years and a re c o n s t a n t l y s h i f t i n g . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: Conversion, c o n s t r u c t i o n and demol i t ion 
dur ing the years s ince 1950 no doubt have modif ied the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
Brooklyn housing descr ibed i n the 1950 Census. Since the bulk of the housing 
c u r r e n t l y i n use may well be unchanged, except f o r the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o r 
improvement which the added yea r s have brought , the s a l i e n t f a c t s a re summa-
r i z e d h e r e . 

Almost 98 pe rcen t of the e x i s t i n g dwell ing u n i t s were occupied i n 
1950; 21 .3 pe r cen t by t h e i r owners and 76 .5 pe rcen t by t e n a n t s . One- or 
two-family houses accounted f o r a t h i r d of a l l homes i n the borough b u t , i n 
t h i s r e s p e c t housing i n the i n d i v i d u a l communities va r i ed markedly. I n 
four - Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Brownsvi l le , Williamsburg and Greenpoint -
from 14.6 to 16.7 pe rcen t of the u n i t s were of t h i s type; i n n ine , t h i s 
p r o p o r t i o n ranged from 21.2 to 35.6 pe rcen t and i n four from 41.5 to 52 .3 
p e r c e n t . I n t h r e e a reas wi th growing p o p u l a t i o n s - Midwood-Flatlands, 
Sheepshead Bay and Canars i e , one- and two-family u n i t s comprised from t h r e e -
f i f t h s to over t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of the 1950 u n i t s . 

Home ownership i n the communities a l so showed cons ide rab le d i v e r -
gence from the 21 pe rcen t f o r Brooklyn as a whole. The p r o p o r t i o n of the 
t o t a l u n i t s which was owner-occupied va r i ed from 8 to 11 pe rcen t i n Brooklyn 
H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Wil l iamsburg, and Brownsvi l le but from 39 to 44 pe rcen t 
i n Cana r s i e , Sheepshead Bay and Midwood-Flatlands. 
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Only 4 .4 pe r cep t of tho dwel l ings were c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded, 
i . e . , having more than 1 .5 persons per room. Comparable pe rcen tages f o r the 
i n d i v i d u a l communities, however, ranged from a low of 2 . 1 pe rcen t i n Bushwick-
Ridgewood to 10.4 pe rcen t i n Coney I s l a n d . But only f i v e communities i n 
a d d i t i o n to Coney I s l a n d had more than 5 pe rcen t of t h e i r homes des igna t ed as 
overcrowded; i n two the p r o p o r t i o n - 7 . 4 pe r cen t i n Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene 
and 8 pe r cen t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant - approached Coney I s l a n d ' s . 

The 65,734 u n i t s considered to be subs tandard (no p r i v a t e bath o r 
d i l a p i d a t e d ) were 8 . 4 p e r c e n t of a l l u n i t s ; on t h i s s co re , the community 
d i f f e r e n c e s were pronounced, ranging from 1 . 3 pe r cen t i n F l a t b u s h - E a s t 
F la tbush to 19 pe rcen t i n Bedford-S tuyvesan t . I n seven communities, which 
developed l a t e r than the "downtown" and no r the rn s e c t i o n s , the pe rcen t ages 
va r i ed from 1 .3 to 3 .4 ; i n seven o t h e r s the pe rcen tages ranged from 5 . 4 i n 
Eas t New York to 12.5 i n Park Slope. In a d d i t i o n to B e d f o r d - S t u y v e s a n t ' s 
high p r o p o r t i o n , f i v e communities had from 15.5 to 18.8 p e r c e n t of t h e i r 
u n i t s i n the substandard group - Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Greenpoin t , 
Wil l iamsburg, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and Coney I s l a n d . 

About 55 pe rcen t of the housing i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1950 was con-
s t r u c t e d i n 1919 or e a r l i e r y e a r s . The b u i l d i n g boom i n the l e s s developed 
s e c t i o n s added 235,480 dwel l ing u n i t s between 1920 and 1929 - o r 30 p e r c e n t 
of the 1950 t o t a l . The 1930 's were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r about 9 pe r cen t or 73,670 
u n i t s and the 1940 's f o r l e s s than 6 p e r c e n t or 43,675. 

According to an h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s of new r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
by the C i t y Planning D e p a r t m e n t ! ^ c o n s t r u c t i o n has fol lowed a wave- l ike p a t t e r n 
s ince the end of World War I . The f i r s t wave was from 1921 through 1933. 
The second wave was slowed down by the s t a r t of World War I I but ran from 
1934 through 1945. Of the more than 200,000 new u n i t s e r e c t e d , those i n 
Brooklyn c o n s t i t u t e d 25 p e r c e n t but Queens u n i t s c o n s t i t u t e d 40 p e r c e n t . 

The cu r r en t "wave" brought housing complet ions a t an annual r a t e 
of 28,000 u n i t s f o r the years 1946-1958 f o r the C i t y as a whole. Queens, 
followed by Brooklyn, led i n the number of dwel l ing u n i t s completed, wi th 
Manhattan t h i r d . 

P u b l i c housing: I n September 1959 the New York C i t y Housing 
Author i ty has 27 p r o j e c t s i n f u l l o p e r a t i o n and two i n p a r t i a l o p e r a t i o n i n 
Brooklyn. The housing now f u l l y occupied p rov ides homes f o r nea r ly 130,000 
persons and when the two p r o j e c t s which r e c e n t l y accepted t h e i r f i r s t t e n -
ants a re completed, the popu la t i on i n p u b l i c p r o j e c t s w i l l exceed 140,000. 

The p r o j e c t s now under c o n s t r u c t i o n i nc lude a Federa l p r o j e c t of 
998 u n i t s - Samuel J . T i l d e n Houses - i n Brownsvi l le f o r which the ground was 
broken i n A p r i l 1959; the f i r s t t e n a n t s a r e expected to move i n dur ing 
September I960. One of the middle-income C i t y p r o j e c t s - John F. Hylan 
Houses - i n Will iamsburg may have some of i t s 205 apar tments ready f o r 

14/ News le t t e r , Department of C i t y P lann ing , May 1959. Data g iven a r e f o r 
New York C i t y . 
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occupants by November 1959; the o ther - Luna Park Houses in Coney I s land -
expects to r ece ive i t s f i r s t t enan t s ea r ly i n 1960. The following t a b u l a t i o n 
summarizes the cu r ren t s i t u a t i o n 

The appendix provides a s tatement of the sca le of monthly r e n t a l s 
e f f e c t i v e on August 31, 1959 i n the Brooklyn p r o j e c t s then i n ope ra t i on . I t 
a l so p resen t s a s ta tement on the maximum income, by s i ze of family , which 
i s permi t ted a t the time of admission to the p r o j e c t s ; the income l i m i t s 
and r e n t s d i f f e r fo r the th ree programs - Federa l , S t a t e and C i t y . 

P r o j e c t s of the New York Ci ty Housing Author i ty 
. i n Brooklyn; September 1959 

S t a t u s and Number of Dwelling Estimated 
proqram p r o j e c t s u n i t s popula t ion 

All p r o j e c t s 38 44,408 150,8791/ 

Fu l l opera t ion 27 35,114 129.885 

Federal program 
S t a t e program 
Ci ty program 

9 
11 
7 

11,115 
15,436 
8,563 

41,086 
58,335 
30,464 

P a r t i a l opera t ion 2 2.720 10.541 

Federal program 
S t a t e program 

1 
1 

1,500 
1,220 

5,857 
4,684 

Under cons t ruc t ion 3 2,779 10.453 

Federal program 
Ci ty program 

1 
2 

998 
1,781 

3,846 . 
6,6072/ 

Planning staqe 6 3.795 

Federal program 
S t a t e program 

4 
2 

2,920 
875 

1/ Estimated popula t ion when f u l l y occupied; the t o t a l 
i s f o r 29 p r o j e c t s i n f u l l or p a r t i a l opera t ion and 
the 3 under cons t ruc t i on . 

2 / F i r s t t enants expected to move in to Hylan Houses 
November 1959. 
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T i t l e I housing: Housing p r o j e c t s cons t ruc ted , under c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
or d e f i n i t e l y planned under the p rov i s ions of T i t l e I a re descr ibed i n the 
communities i n which they are loca ted i n accordance with in fo rma t ion pub-
l i shed or otherwise provided by the Slum Clearance Committee. 

There were two Brooklyn T i t l e I developments fo r which no d e f i n i t e 
boundaries were a v a i l a b l e when the community d e s c r i p t i o n s were completed. 
On August 25, 1959 the New York Times c a r r i e d an announcement t h a t t h e i r 
boundaries had been e s t a b l i s h e d . The a v a i l a b l e in fo rma t ion , t h e r e f o r e , i s 
given he re : 

1. A t l a n t i c Avenue p r o j e c t 

The s i t e l i e s in Heal th Area 24 wi th in the community 
ca l l ed South Brooklyn-Red Hook (Volume I I ) . This p r i n c i p a l 
s ec t i on of the development w i l l cover a narrow four -b lock 
s t r i p extending from Boerum Place to Nevins S t r e e t , between 
A t l a n t i c Avenue and P a c i f i c S t r e e t ! i t w i l l have an 
appendage on the ha l f block running from Nevins S t r e e t 
toward Third Avenue between P a c i f i c and Dean S t r e e t s . This 
l i e s in Heal th Area 26, p a r t of the community c a l l e d Park 
Slope (Volume I I ) 

The p lan proposed would provide p a r t i a l tax abatement on cooper-
a t i ve u n i t s f o r 1,400 "middle-income" f a m i l i e s . The down payments and 
monthly charges w i l l depend on the degree of tax abatement. This p r o j e c t , i t 
i s es t imated , could reach the planning s tage i n e ighteen months. 

2 . Flatbush Avenue p r o j e c t 

This redevelopment of the area around the Long I s l a n d 
Rai l road Terminal i s p a r t l y i n Health Area 12 which i s i n -
eluded in the Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community (Volume I ) 
and p a r t l y i n Health Area 27.10, which has been ass igned to 
Crown Heights (Volume 1 ) , 

The p lan covers the s ix-b lock area from Fla tbush Avenue to 
Cumberland S t r e e t , between Hanson Place and A t l a n t i c Avenue. The proposal i s 
to cons t ruc t r e s i d e n t i a l bu i ld ings paying f u l l taxes and con ta in ing 2,000 
apartments r en t i ng a t about $45 a room. 

The ca r ry ing out of t h i s p lan h inges on the r e l o c a t i o n of the whole-
sa le meat market now on p a r t of the s i t e and some s o l u t i o n to the problem of 
the r a i l r o a d t e rmina l . I t i s expected t h a t cons iderab le time w i l l be needed 
before a c t u a l planning i s p o s s i b l e . 
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SOCIAL RESOURCES: BOROUGH-WIDE 

The community l i s t i n g s of soc i a l agencies have been l imi ted to 
1) those providing hea l th and we l fa re se rv ices which func t ion to a major 
ex ten t on a neighborhood b a s i s and 2) a se l ec t ed group of se rv ices for fami-
l i e s , ch i ld ren and youth l i v i n g i n t h e i r own homes, which opera te two or more 
d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s wi th in the borough. The agencies providing s imi l a r se rv ices 
fo r Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s through one borough-wide o f f i c e are given below. 
Those borough-wide, or c i ty -wiae group work or r e c r e a t i o n agencies which 
serve Brooklyn neighborhoods through the use of l oca l f a c i l i t i e s , such as 
churches, schools or the bu i ld ings of o ther agencies but mainta in only one 
borough or one c i t y o f f i c e a re a l so l i s t e d he re . Only h o s p i t a l s with c l i n i c s 
a re l i s t e d i n the community of t h e i r l o c a t i o n s ince a c c e s s i b i l i t y l a r g e l y 
determines a c l i n i c ' s use . But a l l h o s p i t a l s are included in t h i s borough-
wide l i s t s ince even those with d i s t r i c t l i n e s serve persons from outs ide the 
d i s t r i c t - i n an emergency, f o r s p e c i a l i t i e s , e t c . 

Recrea t ion and Group Work 

1. Boy Scouts of America, Grea te r New York Councils : Brooklyn Borough Council 
252 Ful ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Educat ional and r e c r e a t i o n a l program ( inc lud ing camping) fo r boys 
8-10 years (Cub Scou t s ) , 11-13 years (Boy Scouts) and 14-17 years 
(Exp lo re r s ) . 
Borough membership in June 1959 t o t a l e d 26,121: Cub Scouts - 11,407, 
Boy Scouts - 13,179 and Explorers - 1,535. Using the Apri l 1957 
Census f i g u r e s as a base , Cubs represented 20 pe rcen t , Scouts 26 
percen t and Explorers a l i t t l e over two percent of the boys i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e age groups i n Brooklyn. Popula t ion changes in the p a s t 
two yea rs might a l t e r these percentages somewhat. 

2 . Camp F i r e G i r l s : Nat ional headquar te r s 
16 West 58 S t r e e t , Manhattan 

Recrea t iona l program f o r g i r l s 7-17 years of age. Regis tered member-
ship i n Brooklyn i s about 250 g i r l s . 

3 . Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion of the Diocese of Brooklyn: Kings 
County O f f i c e 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Coordinates and superv i ses the var ious youth a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
Diocese. 
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Recrea t ion and Group Work - continued 

4. G i r l Scout Council of Grea te r New York: Brooklyn F i e ld O f f i c e 
102 Prospec t Park West, Brooklyn 

Educat ional and r e c r e a t i o n a l program ( inc lud ing camping) f o r 
g i r l s 7-9 years (Brownies), 10-13 years ( I n t e r m e d i a t e s ) , and 
14-17 ( S e n i o r s ) . 
Borough membership i n June 1959 t o t a l e d 21,487: Brownies - 8 ,025, 
In te rmedia tes - 12,572, and Seniors - 890. Using the Apr i l 1957 
Census f i g u r e s as a base, Brownies represen ted 13.7 p e r c e n t , 
In te rmedia tes 19.2 pe rcen t and Seniors 1 .4 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn 
g i r l s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e age groups. Popu la t ion changes i n the 
p a s t two years might a l t e r these percentages somewhat. 

The Brooklyn program i s divided i n to s ix t een d i s t r i c t s which can-
not be r e l a t e d to the twenty communities used i n t h i s s tudy . 
Williamsburg and South Brooklyn are two of the e i g h t "Spec ia l 
Areas" i n the C i ty r ece iv ing i n t e n s i v e s e r v i c e . These Spec ia l 
Areas are s e l ec t ed on the b a s i s of l a rge g i r l - p o p u l a t i o n s , crowded 
housing, growing r a c i a l t e n s i o n s , lack of r e c r e a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s , 
and the cons t ruc t i on of housing developments which f o r e t e l l a 
growing youth popu la t ion and demand fo r r e c r e a t i o n . These two 
a r ea s include a l l of the Greenpoint , Will iamsburg, Brooklyn H e i g h t s -
F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Park Slope communities as 
de f ined in t h i s s tudy and a l so p a r t s of four o t h e r communities: 
Bushwick-Ridgewood (nor th of Myrtle Avenue), Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(west of Bedford Avenue as f a r south as Ful ton S t r e e t , and a l so 
north of La faye t t e Avenue from Bedford to Throop Avenues and north 
of Gates Avenue from Throop Avenue to Broadway), Sunset Park-
Gowanus (nor th of 37 S t r e e t ) and a few blocks of Borough Pa rk -
Kensington t h a t l i e between Greenwood Cemetery and Prospec t Park 
above F t . Hamilton Parkway. 

5. P lay Schools Assoc ia t ion , I n c . 
41 West 57 S t r e e t , Manhattan 

Cooperates with Board of Education and o t h e r p u b l i c and p r i v a t e 
agencies i n opera t ing summer and a l l - y e a r p layschools o r i n 
providing advisory se rv i ces on p lay programs. 

6 . Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League of the C i ty of New York 
110 Livings ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Cooperates with Board of Educat ion to provide a f t e r - s c h o o l r e c r e -
a t i o n a l exe rc i se s f o r a l l pub l i c school boys and g i r l s . 

Family Serv ice , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices 

1. American National Red Cross , Brooklyn Chapter: Home Service 
1 Red Cross P lace , Brooklyn 

Gives in fo rmat ion , advice and temporary f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e to 
f a m i l i e s of men and women i n the armed s e r v i c e s , and counsel ing 
se rv ice to ex - se rv i ce men and women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 
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Family Serv ice , Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

2. Big Bro thers , I n c . : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
297 Dean S t r e e t , Brooklyn 17 

Personal guidance to boys, ages 10-16,with de l inquent t endenc ies . 

3. The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Casework serv ice to g i r l s under 16 and boys under 10 years of 
age in need of counsel and guidance. R e f e r r a l s accepted from 
the Court and o ther agencies . 

4. Brooklyn Assoc ia t ion fo r Mental Hea l th , Inc . 
30 Third Avenue, Brooklyn 17 

Maintains general in format ion and r e f e r r a l se rv ice fo r Brooklyn 
r e s i d e n t s seeking mental hygiene s e rv i ce s ! a ids i n r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
of menta l ly i l l . 

5. Brooklyn Associa t ion fo r the R e h a b i l i t a t i o n of Of fenders , Inc . 
44 Willoughby S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

For d i agnos i s , t rea tment and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of o f f ende r s or 
p rede l inquen t i nd iv idua l s over 16 who are in c o n f l i c t with the 
law or who might lapse i n to de l inquent behavior . R e f e r r a l s from 
c o u r t s , d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y s , c o r r e c t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , soc i a l 
agenc ies , phys ic ians and s e l f - r e f e r r a l s . 

6. Brooklyn Bureau of Socia l Service and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Socie ty : 
Family Service 
285 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d se rv ices to f ami l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s ; 
homemaker se rv ice when a pa ren t i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . 

7 . Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Center , I nc . 
129 Montague S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

A c l i n i c a l se rv ice fo r the study and t reatment of behavior and 
emotional problems of ch i ld ren of normal i n t e l l i g e n c e . Emphasis 
i s on the p s y c h i a t r i c t reatment of both chi ld and paren t e i t h e r 
i n d i v i d u a l l y or in groups. Appl ica t ions are accepted d i r e c t l y 
from p a r e n t s . 

8 . Brooklyn Soc ie ty for the Prevent ion of Crue l ty to Chi ldren 
67 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s and takes appropr ia te ac t ion on behalf of ch i ld ren 
under 16 years of age- who are neglected or c r u e l l y t r e a t e d . 
A s s i s t s f ami l i e s in a d j u s t i n g t h e i r problems so t h a t ch i ld ren 
may remain in t h e i r own homes. 
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Family Se rv ice , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices - continued 

9 . Ca tho l ic Char i t i e s^ Diocese of Brooklyn 
I9T Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Family Service: Counseling and r e l a t e d se rv ices to f a m i l i e s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s ; homemaker se rv ice when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . 
Ca tho l i c Big Bro thers : A vo lun tee r group providing p reven t ive 
and p r o t e c t i v e s e rv i ces fo r boys of 10-18 years . 
Adult Guidance C l i n i c : Mental hygiene and p s y c h a t r i c s e rv i ce 
to youth and a d u l t s . 

10. C o u r t s i § / 
a . C i ty M a g i s t r a t e ' s Court : Proba t ion Department 

Adolescents ' Court : Brooklyn 
35 Snyder Avenue, Brooklyn 

J u r i s d i c t i o n over wayward minors, male and female, 16-19 yea r s 
of age. 

b. Domestic Re la t ions Court , Proba t ion Serv ices 
Family Court and C h i l d r e n ' s Court 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

The C h i l d r e n ' s Court inc ludes a Bureau of Adjustment. Cases 
may be r e f e r r e d to the Brooklyn c l i n i c of the Bureau of Mental 
Heal th Serv ices a t the above addres s . 

c . Kings County Court : Probat ion Department 
120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s you th fu l o f f e n d e r s and a d u l t f e lons convicted 
i n the Court; superv ises persons placed on p roba t i on . 

d. Specia l Sessions Court : P roba t ion Department-Brooklyn O f f i c e 
120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s and superv ises those placed on p roba t ion as 
you th fu l o f f e n d e r s in Youth P a r t . 

11. Education, Board o f , Ci ty of Hew York: Bureau of Child Guidance: 
Brooklyn O f f i c e 
P.S. 15 ( o l d ) , 362 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 17 

Serves school ch i l d r en i n need of he lp with educa t iona l , 
behavior and p e r s o n a l i t y problems. 

12. I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, I nc . 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Casework and psychologica l s e r v i c e s f o r ch i ld ren up to 16 yea r s 
of age, of I t a l i a n background, who man i fes t s e r ious emotional 
problems. 

15/ For p roba t ion se rv i ces a v a i l a b l e f o r o the r Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s , see Proba-
t i o n Department of the C i ty Mag i s t r a t e s ' Court ( i n Manhattan) and the 
United S t a t e s Court , Eas te rn D i s t r i c t of New Ycrk, 271 Washington S t r e e t , 
Brooklyn. 
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Family Serv ice , Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

13. Jewish Board of Guardians 
Madeleine Borg Child Guidance I n s t i t u t e : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
66 Court S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Child guidance t rea tment se rv ices f o r ch i ld ren p resen t ing 
p e r s o n a l i t y problems and fo r t h e i r paren ts through ind iv idua l 
or group t rea tment . Accepts ch i ld ren 4-16 years of age. 

Ch i ld ren '5 Court Service 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Agency r e p r e s e n t a t i v e performs l i a i s o n se rv ice fo r a l l Jewish 
agencies and cooperates with the Court in working out plans 
f o r Jewish ch i ld ren appearing t h e r e . 

14. Jewish Family Serv ice : Brooklyn Consu l ta t ion Center 
156 Lawrence S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d se rv ices to f ami l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s ; home-
maker se rv ice when na tu ra l homemaker i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . All a p p l i -
ca t ions fo r se rv ice a re received a t the above o f f i c e , but the 
agency may l a t e r r e f e r c l i e n t s l i v i n g in the v i c i n i t y of i t s South 
Brooklyn Consu l ta t ion Center a t 1503 Sheepshead Bay Road to t h a t 
o f f i c e fo r casework s e r v i c e . 

15. League School (Sponsored by League fo r Emotionally Disturbed Children) 
196 New York Avenue, Brooklyn 

A p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y supervised day school devoted to deeply d i s -
turbed ch i ld ren 3-12 years old who cannot func t ion i n a normal 
school s e t -up . 

16. Legal Aid Socie ty 
Brooklyn Criminal Courts O f f i c e , 120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 
Federal Courts O f f i c e , Federal Bui lding, 271 Washington S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Provides counsel on personal a p p l i c a t i o n or on assignment to defend 
needy persons accused of crimes. 

17. Lutheran Socia l Serv ices of Metropol i tan New York, I nc . 
525 Cl in ton Avenue, Brooklyn 

Family casework se rv ice and family l i f e educat ion. 
Psychological c o n s u l t a t i o n ava i l ab l e on reques t . 

18. Marriage Counseling Service of Greater New York, I nc . 
Fox Medical Bui lding, 1 Nevins S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Premar i t a l and marriage counseling fo r i n d i v i d u a l s or couples; 
family l i f e educat ion through speakers , d i scuss ion groups, e t c . 

19• Sa lva t ion Army: Family Service Bureau: D i s t r i c t No. 3 
130 Cl in ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d se rv ices to f ami l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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Family Se rv ice , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices - continued 

20. Volunteers of America 
Pos t No. 2, 9514 Glenwood Road, Brooklyn 
Pos t No. 3, 133 Hopkinson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Lodgings,meals, f i n a n c i a l a i d , employment s e r v i c e s . 

21. Youth Consu l t a t ion Serv ice , Church Mission of Help i n the Diocese 
of Long I s l a n d , Inc . 
155•- 28 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica 32, L. I . 

Serves Brooklyn, Queens and remainder of Long I s l a n d . 
Counseling se rv ice fo r boys and g i r l s , inc luding unmarried 
mothers, ages 12-21 years ,and t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

22. Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
O f f i c e of the D i s t r i c t Attorney 
Municipal Bui lding, Brooklyn 

Guidance and a s s i s t a n c e i n s o c i a l readjus tment of youths, 16 to 
21 years of age, brought in to con tac t with the c r imina l c o u r t s . 
Casework se rv ices provided on a r e f e r r a l b a s i s . 

C l in i c s serving the e n t i r e borough•!^ 

1. Brooklyn Tuberculos is and Health Assoc ia t ion , I n c . : Chest X-R3y Center 
293 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Conducts chest x- ray examination of apparen t ly well persons.; 
doctor r e f e r r a l s , pre-employments, s e l f r e f e r r a l s . 

2. Muscular Dystrophy Assoc ia t ion of America, Inc : C l i n i c 
Kings County Hospi ta l 
451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Arrangements f o r c l i n i c care a re made c u r r e n t l y through Soc ia l 
Serv ice Department a t 1790 Broadway, Manhattan. 
L a t e r , i t i s expected t h a t a s o c i a l se rv ice worker w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e a t the Brooklyn o f f i c e a t 130 Cl in ton S t r e e t . 

3. New York S t a t e Department of Mental Hygiene: Brooklyn A f t e r Care 
C l i n i c 
490 Ful ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

For Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s discharged from S t a t e h o s p i t a l s . 

4. Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Out P a t i e n t C l i n i c 
35 Ryerson S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Treatment and examination se rv ice fo r e l i g i b l e e x - s e r v i c e men 
and women of Brooklyn. 

16/ Hosp i ta l c l i n i c s are included i n the community i n which they are loca ted 
even though they may serve a wider a r e a . 
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C l i n i c s serving the e n t i r e boroughi^/ - continued 

Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Regional O f f i c e : Mental Health Service 
250 Liv ings ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Provides o u t - p a t i e n t p s y c h i a t r i c t reatment fo r e l i g i b l e ex-se rv ice 
men and women. Refer c l i n i c . 

5. 

Hea l th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York: Health Center D i s t r i c t s 

The Department of Heal th mainta ins ten h e a l t h center d i s t r i c t s 
in Brooklyn fo r the admin i s t r a t i on and superv is ion of loca l 
s e r v i c e s . The hea l th a reas covered by each of these d i s t r i c t s 
and the names of the communities as def ined here wholly or 
p a r t l y in each are given below: 

Community 

1. Bay Ridge ( a l l ) 
2. Bensonhurst (5 areas) 
* F t . Hamilton 

3. Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(5 areas) 

4 . Crown Heights (4 areas) 
* Brownsville (3 areas) 

5. Brownsville (6 areas) 
6. East New York (6 areas) 
7 . Canarsie ( a l l ) 

8. Bushwick-Ridaewood 
( a l l ) 

* East New York (2 areas) 
* Bedford-Stuyvesant 

(2 areas) 
* Williamsburg (1 area) 

Health Areas 

76, 77, 78.10, 78.20 
79.10, 79.20, 80.10 
80.20, 81.10, 81.20 
82, 83, 84, 92 

20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 
36, 48, 49, 50.10, 
50.20, 51, 52 

56, 57, 58.10, 58.20 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64.10, 64.20, 64.30, 
75.10, 75.20 

17, 22, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 35, 37, 38, 39 

Health Center D i s t r i c t 

1. • Bay Ridge 

2. Bedford 

3. Brownsvil le 

4. Bushwick 

9. F la tbush-Eas t Flatbush 
( a l l ) 

10. Midwood-Flatlands ( a l l ) 
11. Borough Park-

Kensington (3 areas) 
* Bensonhurst (1 area) 

53.10, 53.20, 54, 
55.10, 55.20, 70, 
71.10, 71.20, 72.10 
72.20, 73.10, 73.20, 
74.10, 74.20, 88.10, 
88.21, 88.22 

5. Flatbush 
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Community Health Areas Health Center D i s t r i c t 

12. Brooklyn Heights -
F t . Greene (3 a reas) 

* Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(4 areas) 

* Crown Heights (2 a reas ) 
* Park Slope (1 area) 
* U.S. Navy Yard 

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 
19, 27.10, 27.20, 45, 
93 

6 . For t Greene 

13. Gravesend ( a l l ) 
14. Sheepshead Bay ( a l l ) 
15. Coney I s l and ( a l l ) 
* Bensonhurst (1 area) 

16. South Brooklyn -
Red Hook ( a l l ) 

* Brooklyn Heights -
F t . Greene (1 area) 

* Park Slope (2 a reas ) 

17. Sunset Park -
Gowanus ( a l l ) 

18. Park Slope (2 a reas ) 
* Borough Park -

Kensington (2 a reas ) 

19. Greenpoint ( a l l ) 
20. Williamsburg (7 a reas ) 

85.10, 85.21, 85.22, 
86.10, 86.20, 87,10, 
87.21, 87.22, 89, 
90.10, 90.20, 91.10, 
91.20 

23, 24, 25, 26, 40, 
41, 42, 43 

44, 46 , 47 , 65 , 66, 
67, 68, 69 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 , 
8, 9, 15, 16 

7. Gravesend 

8 . Red Hook-Gowanus 

9. Sunset Park 

10. Williamsburg -
Greenpoint 

* The community i s counted elsewhere. F t . Hamilton and the U.S. Navy Yard 
are not included among the communities. 

H o s p i t a l s ! ! / 

1. Adelphi Hospi ta l 
50 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn 

2. Bethany Deaconess Hospi ta l 
237 S t . Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn 

3. Beth-El Hosp i ta l 
Linden Boulevard and Rockaway Parkway, Brooklyn 

17/ Exc ludes־propr ie to ry h o s p i t a l s and h o s p i t a l f a c i l i t i e s i n i n s t i t u t i o n s 
serving the aged. Hosp i t a l s with o u t - p a t i e n t s e rv i ces a re a l so l i s t e d 
in Sect ion I I of the chapter on the community in which they are l o c a t e d . 
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H o s p i t a l s • ^ / _ continued 

4. Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hosp i ta l 
29 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn 

5. Brooklyn H o s p i t a l , The 
De Kalb Avenue and Ashland P lace , Brooklyn 

6. Brooklyn S t a t e Hosp i ta l 
681 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

7. Brooklyn Women's Hosp i t a l , I nc . 
1395 Eas te rn Parkway, Brooklyn 

8. Caledonian Hosp i ta l of The Ci ty of New York 
132 Parks ide Avenue, Brooklyn 

9. Carson C. Peck Memorial Hospi ta l 
Crown S t r e e t and Albany Avenue, Brooklyn 

10. Coney I s l and Hosp i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , Ci ty of New York 
Ocean and Shore Parkways and Avenue Z, Brooklyn 

11. Cumberland Hosp i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , Ci ty of New York 
39 Auburn P lace , Brooklyn 

12. Evangel ica l Deaconess H o s p i t a l , Inc . 
623-629 Chauncey S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

13. Greenpoint Hosp i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , City of New YorkU/ 
Kingsland and Skillman Avenues, Brooklyn 

14. Hospi ta l of the Holy Family 
155 Dean S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

15. House of S t . Gi les the Cr ipple 
1346 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

16. Jewish Chronic Disease Hospi ta l 
86 East 49 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

17. Jewish Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
555 Prospect P lace , Brooklyn 

18/ I n - p a t i e n t s e r v i c e c l o s e d temporar i ly fo r cons t ruc t ion and moderniza-
t i o n ; o u t - p a t i e n t s e rv ices a re i n ope ra t ion . 
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H o s p i t a l s ! ! / - continued 

18. Kings County Hospi ta l Center , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i ty of 
New York 
451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Kings County General Hospi ta l 
Kings County P s y c h i a t r i c Hosp i t a l 
Kings County Tuberculos is Hosp i ta l 
John E. Jennings Hosp i ta l (cancer) 
Kings County Psychosomatic Hosp i ta l ( a l so known as William Alanson 
White C l in ic ) 
G e r i a t r i c R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Center , 600 Albany Avenue 

19. Long I s l and College Hosp i ta l 
Henry, P a c i f i c and Amity S t r e e t s , Brooklyn 

20. Lutheran Hospi ta l Assoc ia t ion of the C i ty of New York and V i c i n i t y 
East New York Avenue and Jun ius S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

21. Lutheran Medical Center 
4520 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn 

22. Madison Park Hospi ta l of Adelphi College 
Kings Highway and East 26 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

23. ; Maimonides Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
4802 Tenth Avenue, Brooklyn 

24. Methodist Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
Sixth S t r e e t and Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn 

25. Prospect Heights Hosp i ta l 
775 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn 

26. S t . C a t h e r i n e ' s Hospi ta l Assoc ia t ion of the C i ty of Brooklyn 
133 Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn 

27. S t . Char les Hospi ta l 
277 Hicks S t r e e t ( o f f i c e and c l i n i c ) , Brooklyn 

Hosp i t a l ( f o r c r ipp led c h i l d r e n ) , P o r t J e f f e r s o n , Long I s l and 
Wharton Memorial I n s t i t u t e ( f o r menta l ly r e t a rded c h i l d r e n ) , 
Po r t J e f f e r s o n , Long I s l and 

28. S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Hosp i t a l (Church Cha r i t y Foundation) 
480 Herkimer S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

29. S t . Mary's Hospi ta l of the C i ty of Brooklyn 
1298 S t . Marks Avenue ( a t Buf fa lo Avenue), Brooklyn 
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Hospi ta l s • ! ! / - continued 

30. S t . P e t e r ' s Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
380 Henry S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

31. Samaritan Hosp i ta l of Brooklyn 
757-63 P re s iden t S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

32. Swedish Hosp i ta l i n Brooklyn 
1350 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn 

33. Unity Hosp i ta l 
1545 S t . J o h n ' s P lace , Brooklyn 

34. Vic tory Memorial Hosp i ta l 
Seventh Avenue and 92 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

35. Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Hosp i t a l 
Cropsey Avenue Extension, Brooklyn 

36. Wyckoff Heights Hosp i ta l Soc ie ty of Brooklyn 
374 Stockholm S t r e e t , Brooklyn 
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NOTES ON SOURCE MATERIAL 

Acreage and land use 

All informat ion on acreage and land use was der ived from the 
Land Use Inventory ; 1955-56. prepared by the Sanborn Map Company f o r the 
Department of C i ty Planning and made a v a i l a b l e by t h a t Depar tment ' s D iv i s ion 
of Research. 

Popula t ion data 

Al l in format ion on the number of Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s and t h e i r 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s has been der ived from the o f f i c i a l decennia l censuses of 
1930, 1940 and 1950 and the Specia l Census of 1957, taken by the Bureau of 
the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce. The s t a t i s t i c s f o r the h e a l t h a reas 
wi th in New York Ci ty from the 1940 and 1957 Censuses were publ i shed by the 
Bureau of the Census but the data f o r 1930 and 1950 were publ i shed by the 
Research Bureau of the Council ,which was the predecessor of the Community 
Council of Grea te r New York . i^ / 

Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s : The 1950 data on "Puerto Ricans" were 
derived from a spec ia l t a b u l a t i o n made by the Bureau of the Census and 
compiled and publ ished by the Research Bureau of the Welfare and Health 
Council of New York Ci ty in 1952 under the t i t l e Popula t ion of Puer to Rican 
Bir th or Paren tage , New York Ci ty : 1950. This p u b l i c a t i o n provides data on 
two genera t ions - those born in Puerto Rico and those born elsewhere to 
pa ren t s of Puer to Rican׳ b i r t h - c l a s s i f i e d as white or nonwhite. I n the 
o f f i c i a l census p u b l i c a t i o n s both gene ra t ions a re c l a s s i f i e d as na t ive and 
as white or nonwhite; they can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from o t h e r na t i ve s of the 
United S t a t e s only by the ques t ion on p lace of b i r t h . To p repa re the 1950 
data given i n Table 3, the persons born i n Puer to Rico and those of Puer to 
Rican parentage were deducted from the o f f i c i a l counts of na t i ve whi tes and 
Negroes; i n Brooklyn, 93.8 pe rcen t of those i d e n t i f i e d as Puer to Rican were 
c l a s s i f i e d as whi te . 

As s t a t e d in d i scuss ing t h i s s u b j e c t i n the borough summary, the 
popula t ion of Puer to Rican b i r t h or parentage i n Brooklyn on Apr i l 1, 1957 
was es t imated t o be approximately 150,000 to 157,000, or p o s s i b l y even 
160,000. To secure es t imates of the Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s i n each community, 
i t was assumed t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the pub-
l i e and Ca tho l i c pa r i sh schools roughly approximated the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 
t o t a l Puer to Rican popula t ion . The r e s u l t i n g data were reviewed and, i n 
severa l i n s t a n c e s , s l i g h t l y modified i n the l i g h t of b i r t h s to Puer to Rican 
mothers and the probable i n f l u e n c e of school d i s t r i c t s i n a d j a c e n t com-
muni t ies , or s p e c i f i c in format ion about schools loca ted on a community's 
border . 

19/ The Welfare Council (1930 Census) and the Welfare and Heal th Council of 
New York C i ty (1950 Census). 
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B i r th s t a t i s t i c s 

The Department of Heal th , C i ty of New York, records a l l l i v e b i r t h s 
by the hea l th area of the mother ' s res idence and c l a s s i f i e s them as white or 
nonwhite; a spec i a l count i s made of the b i r t h s (white and nonwhite) to 
mothers born in Puerto Rico. The Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s made 
a v a i l a b l e unpublished Brooklyn h e a l t h area data f o r the years 1952, 1957 and 
1958. 

These are the most p r e c i s e s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e c u r r e n t l y which 
o f f e r some measure of popula t ion d i s t r i b u t i o n by c u l t u r a l group but they have 
c e r t a i n l i m i t a t i o n s , c h i e f l y because of d i f f e r e n c e s in age composition and 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e s ; fo r example, a l l nonwhites i n Brooklyn - excluding the non-
white Puerto Ricans - c o n s t i t u t e d only 11.7 pe rcen t of the 1957 popula t ion 
but nonwhite b i r t h s , excluding the 120 b i r t h s to nonwhite Puerto Rican 
mothers, accounted fo r 20.4 pe rcen t of a l l Brooklyn b i r t h s during 1957. The 
age f a c t o r i s apparent : the median age fo r whites i n Brooklyn was 34.9 years 
i n 1957 while the median fo r a l l nonwhites was 27.0 years . The white median 
r e f l e c t s to some degree the age d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Puerto Ricans, most of 
whom are c l a s s i f i e d as whi te . No 1957 age data a re a v a i l a b l e fo r Puerto 
Ricans but in 1950 the median age fo r the f i r s t and second genera t ions then 
in the C i ty was only 24.8 yea r s . 

School data 

Pub l i c : The s t a t i s t i c s on the "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n of pup i l s 
r e g i s t e r e d i n the publ ic elementary and j u n i o r high schools i n September 
1957 and October 1958 are based on data co l l ec t ed from each school by the 
Bureau of Educational Program Research and S t a t i s t i c s of the Board of 
Educat ion. School records ca r ry no no ta t ion as to the race of the ch i ld and 
no ch i ld i s queried about h i s race or na t iona l o r i g i n ; t h e r e f o r e , the data 
a re based on the t eachers ' obse rva t ion and, consequently, sub j ec t to e r r o r . 
But they do o f f e r an approximate d i s t r i b u t i o n of the ch i ld ren i n these pub-
l i e schools . High schools , schools in i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the spec ia l (600) 
schools have been omitted as not serving a s p e c i f i c neighborhood. 

As noted in the summary d i scuss ion of the school da t a , the age 
s t r u c t u r e of the severa l popula t ion groups, and t h e i r f e r t i l i t y r a t e s , 
n e c e s s a r i l y a f f e c t the number of ch i ld ren of an age to a t t end elementary or 
j u n i o r high school . 

The "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n of the pub l ic school ch i l d r en , both fo r 
the borough and fo r a p a r t i c u l a r community, i s a l so a f f e c t e d by the f a c t 
t h a t only about 72 percen t of the Brooklyn ch i ld ren a t tend ing schools 
loca ted i n the borough - elementary and high school grades - are in pub l i c 
schools . The p ropor t ion i n pub l i c schools probably v a r i e s in the severa l 
cornmunities with the economic s t a t u s , r e l i g i o n and o ther c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of the popu la t ion , as well as with the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f , and condi t ions i n , 
the pub l i c and non-public schools . I t seems reasonable to assume tha t the 
p ropor t ion of a l l Negro and Puer to Rican ch i ld ren a t tend ing pa roch ia l and 
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p r i v a t e schools i s lower than the p ropor t ion of white c h i l d r e n ; t h i s i s 
borne out by the in format ion on ch i ld ren of Spanish-speaking p a r e n t s i n the 
Brooklyn Ca tho l i c pa r i sh schools . 

One a d d i t i o n a l po in t must be taken in to cons ide ra t i on i n using the 
pub l ic school data fo r the i nd iv idua l communities. The data given f o r the 
communities n e c e s s a r i l y r e p r e s e n t pup i l s a t t end ing the schools loca ted w i t h i n 
the appropr i a t e h e a l t h a r e a s . Since school d i s t r i c t s do not fo l low h e a l t h 
area l i n e s , not a l l ch i ld ren r e g i s t e r e d i n the schools loca ted i n a communi-
t y l i v e wi th in t h a t community. 

Pa roch i a l schools: The number of ch i ld ren en ro l l ed i n the Brooklyn 
pa roch ia l schools in October 1958 was taken from the Department of H e a l t h ' s 
school-by-school t a b u l a t i o n which i s obta ined in connection with i t s p ro -
v i s i o n of School Health S e r v i c e s . Unpublished records i d e n t i f y i n g the 
schools borrowed from the Department pe rmi t t ed a l l o c a t i o n to communities by 
the h e a l t h area of the s c h o o l ' s l o c a t i o n . The data a re approximately 
complete f o r the Ca tho l ic schools but a re incomplete f o r the Jewish and 
P r o t e s t a n t schools because some schools do not reques t the Depar tment ' s 
s e r v i c e s . 

The Brooklyn Diocesan school a u t h o r i t i e s took a s p e c i a l census i n 
June 1959 of the number of c h i l d r e n from Spanish-speaking f a m i l i e s r e g i s -
te red i n the pa r i sh schools of Brooklyn and Queens to supplement the pub l i c 
school da t a ; the Diocese of Brooklyn r equ i red the data f o r guidance i n a s -
signing Spanish-speaking p r i e s t s , s i s t e r s or o the r personnel to the proper 
p a r i s h ; through the Reverend Franc is J . Mugavero, D i r e c t o r of the Queens 
County O f f i c e of Cathol ic C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn, the data f o r the 
ind iv idua l schools were made a v a i l a b l e f o r use i n t h i s r e p o r t . 

Mor t a l i t y s t a t i s t i c s 

The ana ly s i s by the cemetery of b u r i a l of death c e r t i f i c a t e s 
i ssued fo r white persons during 1954 was a spec ia l t a b u l a t i o n prepared by 
the Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s of the Department of Hea l th . This 
t a b u l a t i o n was purchased by David M. Liberson , a w r i t e r on The Jewish Dai ly 
Forward,. f o r h i s s tud ie s of the Jewish popu la t ion ; he generously made i t 
a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s r e p o r t . Al l death c e r t i f i c a t e s r e p o r t the name of the 
cemetery to be used and b u r i a l s i n Jewish cemeter ies r e l a t e d to t o t a l white 
deaths are used as an i n d i c a t i o n of the p ropor t i on of the a d u l t white popu-
l a t i o n which was Jewish. 

Publ ic a s s i s t a n c e 

The Ci ty Department of Welfare in March 1959, i n connect ion with 
a spec i a l compila t ion of s o c i a l data by h e a l t h area publ i shed Apr i l 3, 1959 
under the t i t l e Se lec ted Socio-Economic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York C i ty by 
Borough by the Youth Board, coded by h e a l t h area of res idence a l l cases 
r ece iv ing pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e chocks on March 2, 1959. This did not provide a 
complete -count f o r a l l cases r ece iv ing a s s i s t a n c e during the month; nor 
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does i t provide a count of the number of persons rece iv ing a s s i s t a n c e fo r 
d i r e c t comparison with persons i n the popula t ion . La t e r , more complete case 
counts and more experienced coding than was pos s ib l e f o r t h i s pre l iminary 
a n a l y s i s may change the case d i s t r i b u t i o n by hea l th a r e a j i t i s probable , 
however, t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the l a r g e r communities i s reasonably 
accu ra t e ; d e s p i t e i t s necessary l i m i t a t i o n s t h i s ana lys i s i s a most u s e f u l 
t oo l and when p e r f e c t e d should be an inva luable add i t i on to neighborhood 
s o c i a l da t a . 

Heal th i nd ices 

The Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s of the New York Ci ty Depar t -
ment of Heal th r o u t i n e l y t a b u l a t e s i n f a n t deaths and cases of r epor t ab le 
d i s ea se s which inc lude venereal d i s ea se s and t u b e r c u l o s i s . The 1957 cases 
were se l ec t ed because r a t e s could be based on the 1957 popula t ion . The 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , i . e . , dea ths of i n f a n t s under one year of age per 
1,000 l i v e b i r t h s , and the venereal d i sease ( s y p h i l i s and gonorrhea) r a t e s 
f o r the year 1957, i . e . , cases newly repor ted during 1957 per 100,000 popu-
l a t i o n were taken from the convenient p re l iminary p u b l i c a t i o n of the New York 
C i ty Youth Board ca l l ed Se lec ted Socio-Economic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York 
C i t y bv Borough. Apri l 3, 1959. 

The measure of the prevalence of t u b e r c u l o s i s i s based on known 
a c t i v e cases on the r e g i s t e r maintained by the Ci ty Department of Heal th . 
The borough r a t e s based on cases on the r e g i s t e r on December 31, 1957 were 
computed and publ ished i n 1958 by the New York Tuberculos is and Health Associ -
a t i o n i n Tuberculos is in New York C i t y . 1957. a Review by Anthony M. Lowell. 
The case data used fo r the i nd iv idua l communities are ac t ive cases on the 
r e g i s t e r as of December 31 i n 1956 and 1958; thy case counts by hea l th area 
were obtained from spec ia l machine t abu l a t i ons prepared by the Bureau of 
Records and S t a t i s t i c s . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

The New York Ci ty Youth Boa rd computes fo r each h e a l t h area i n the 
C i t y the r a t e s f o r o f f i c i a l del inquency; o f f i c i a l de l inquen ts are the c h i l -
dren and youth from 6 through 20 years of age who come to the a t t e n t i o n of 
the o f f i c i a l agencies concerned c i t h e r with behavior problems or with ac tua l 
c o n f l i c t s with the law. 

The 1957 and 1958 r a t e s show the r e l a t i o n of the " o f f e n s e s " 
committed during the year by c h i l d r e n and youth to the popula t ion in the ap-
p r o p r i a t e age group, as enumerated i n the Specia l Census of Apr i l 1957. The 
1951 r a t e s r e f l e c t the r e l a t i o n of "o f f enses " committed in 1951 to the ap-
p r o p r i a t e popula t ion data from the 1950 Census. Rates f o r 1951 and 1957 
should be reasonably accura te and comparable s ince they have a census base 
c lose to the year of the o f f e n s e d a t a ; i t i s pos s ib l e t h a t unknown popu-
l a t i o n changes s ince Apri l 1957 may a f f e c t the 1958 r a t e s i n s p e c i f i c 
neighborhoods, 
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Housing 

Census of 1950: The ma te r i a l used from the 1950 Census of Housing 
was publ ished by the Bureau of the Census fo r census t r a c t s . These t r a c t 
data were compiled fo r each of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s by the 
Div is ion of Research, Department of C i ty P lanning , Ci ty of New York. The 
Department made the d i s t r i c t t o t a l s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s r e p o r t . 

Dwelling u n i t s 1957-58: The Department of Ci ty Planning a l so 
permi t ted the use of the count of dwell ing u n i t s taken by the Sanborn 
Map Company during the 1957-58 year . The t a b u l a t i o n provided t o t a l s f o r 
each of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s as well as the f i g u r e s f o r each 
of the hea l th a r ea s , with comparable data from the 1950 Census of Housing. 
As noted i n the s ec t i on on housing i n the borough, the 1957-58 dwel l ing 
u n i t count included u n i t s under cons t ruc t i on and i n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s 
u n i t s f o r which only the foundat ions had been l a i d . 

Pub l ic housing: Al l s t a t i s t i c s and o the r ma te r i a l on the p u b l i c 
housing p r o j e c t s were der ived from publ ished or unpublished records of the 
New York Ci ty Housing Author i ty . 

Other housing: The in format ion on housing developments o the r 
than the pub l i c p r o j e c t s was derived from The Di rec to ry of Large-Scale Renta l 
and Cooperative Housing, publ ished i n 1957 by the C i t i z e n s ' Housing and 
Planning Council of New York, from the September 30, 1958 and the J u l y 20, 
1959 r e p o r t s of the Mayor's Committee on Slum Clearance , and from items pub-
l i shed i n The New York• Times׳. 

Other data 

Most of the in format ion on the e a r l y h i s t o r y of Brooklyn was 
derived from Brooklyn Neighborhoods, by Herber t J . Bal lon, i s sued by the 
Brooklyn Council f o r Socia l Planning i n September 1942 and from the New York 
C i ty Guide, American Guide S e r i e s , sponsored by The Gui lds ' Committee fo r 
Federal Wr i t e r s ' P u b l i c a t i o n s , I n c . and publ i shed by Random House, New York, 
1939. 

Useful h i s t o r i c a l and d e s c r i p t i v e m a t e r i a l on many of the i n d i -
v idual communities was obtained from a s e r i e s of four i n t e n s i v e s t u d i e s by 
the Department of Church Planning and Research of the P r o t e s t a n t Council 
of the Ci ty of New York: 1) The Heart of Fla tbush (Brooklyn) , August 1954; 
2) Four Communities i n Southwest Brooklyn - Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst , Borough 
Park . Sunset Park . May, 1955; 3) Downtown Brooklyn. June 1955; and 
4) East New York~and Neighboring Communities (Brooklyn) . March, 1956. These 
s t u d i e s , prepared fo r and publ ished by the Nat ional Lutheran Counci l , 
Div is ion of American Miss ions , Urban Church P lanning , a re p r i m a r i l y con-
cerned with the need of i nd iv idua l P r o t e s t a n t churches and church o rgan iaa -
t i ons f o r knowledge of the communities they se rve . Unfo r tuna t e ly , though 
the community names are s i m i l a r to those used in t h i s r e p o r t , the boundaries 
are not i d e n t i c a l . 
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C e r t a i n 1950 data from The New York Market Analys is publ ished by 
The News, Times and Mirror i n 1953 was h e l p f u l , p a r t i c u l a r l y the median 
fami ly income by census t r a c t . 

Soc ia l r e sources 

The in fo rma t ion on the pub l i c and vo lun ta ry agencies provid ing 
s e r v i c e s has been der ived from a wide v a r i e t y of s p e c i a l sources which 
supplement the genera l D i r e c t o r y of Soc ia l and Heal th Agencies of New York 
City.. 1958-1959 e d i t i o n ; f o r example, the D i r ec to ry of Day Care Agencies 
publ i shed by the Department of Hea l th , June 1958, the 1958-59 Di r ec to ry of 
the Jewish Community Centers and YM-YWHA's a f f i l i a t e d with the New York 
Met ropo l i t an Sec t i on , Nat ional Jewish Vilelfare Board, the D i r e c t o r y of Recre-
t i o n F a c i l i t i e s f o r Older People , publ i shed by the In format ion Bureau, 
The Community Council of Grea t e r New York, Apr i l 1959, and a r e c e n t l i s t i n g 
of p u b l i c park f a c i l i t i e s fu rn i shed by the Department of Parks ; t h i s park 
l i s t i n g was checked and ampl i f i ed by Mrs. Anita Reagan, the Brooklyn Recre-
a t i o n Superv i so r , f o r c u r r e n t accuracy and a d e s c r i p t i o n of the f a c i l i t i e s 
a t each l o c a t i o n . 

The l i s t i n g of the programs conducted by the Bureau of Community 
Educat ion i n schools and p u b l i c housing p r o j e c t s i s t h a t i s sued by the Board 
of Education f o r the school year 1958-59. Addi t iona l in fo rmat ion on c e r t a i n 
v o l u n t a r y agencies was e i t h e r der ived from publ i shed r e p o r t s or provided 
d i r e c t l y by the agenc ies , f o r i n s t a n c e , the S a l v a t i o n Army, the Scout organ-
i z a t i o n s , P .A .L . , the YMCA of Grea te r New York and the YWCA of the Ci ty of 
New York. 

The l i s t i n g of p u b l i c elementary and j u n i o r high schools i s based 
on the d i r e c t o r y i s sued by the Board of Education of the Ci ty of New York 
f o r 1958-59. In fo rmat ion on Roman Ca tho l i c churches and pa roch i a l schools 
was taken from the Met ropo l i t an Ca tho l i c Telephone Guide; 1959. publ i shed by 
the Ca tho l i c News and t h a t on P r o t e s t a n t churches and pa roch ia l schools from 
the P r o t e s t a n t Church D i r e c t o r y . 1959 E d i t i o n , publ i shed by the P r o t e s t a n t 
Council of the C i t y of New York. 

The Jewish synagogues and temples l i s t e d inc lude the congregat ions 
a f f i l i a t e d with the th ree c e n t r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s : New York Fede ra t ion of 
Reform Synagogues, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, and 
The United Synagogue of America. In a d d i t i o n , the l i s t i nc ludes o the r con-
g r e g a t i o n s i n Jewish c e n t e r s a f f i l i a t e d with the New York Met ropo l i t an 
Sec t i on of the Nat iona l Jewish Welfare Board and any o t h e r congregat ions 
inc luded i n the Brooklyn s e c t i o n of the American Synagogue D i r e c t o r y of 
June 1958. pub l i shed by the Frenkel Mail ing Serv ice i n New York C i t y . The 
academic schools under Jewish ausp ices a re those l i s t e d i n the Jewish School 
D i r e c t o r y , New York C i t y , f o r September 1957, publ i shed by the Jewish 
Educat ion Committee of New York, I n c . 
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The recreational program of the Board of Education includes those 
after-school centers and evening community centers in operation during the 
1958-59 school year. Summer programs, such as day camps, summer play 
schools, PAL play s treets and the Board of Education's summer program, are 
not l i s t e d because of their temporary nature. Kindergartens and nursery 
schools known to be departments of private schools, as well as public school 
kindergartens, have been excluded from the l i s t of day care services on the 
ground that they are bas ical ly educational. Privately-operated educational 
organizations other than parochial schools have been excluded from the 
school l i s t s since their service has no necessary re lat ion to the neighbor-
hood of their location. 

Parochial, as well as public, schools are l i s t e d because most of 
them do serve children within de f in i t e d i s t r i c t s . High schools are omitted 
because enrolment does not depend on residence. Churches and the non-
Orthodox synagogues may draw some of their members from considerable d i s -
tances but they usually represent a neighborhood resource; some o f f er soc ia l 
a c t i v i t i e s to the community as well as to members and many provide f a c i l i -
t i e s for Scout troops, C.Y.O. programs, or other recreation a c t i v i t i e s . 





New York City by Health Areas 

Brooklyn Borough 
1950 REVISION 

1. Greenpoint 
2. Williamsburg 
3. Bushwick-Ridgewood 

4. Brooklyn Heights-Ft . Greene 
5. Bedford-Stuyvesant 
6. Crown Heights 
7 . BrownsviJ.1• 
8 . East New York 

9. South Brooklyn-Red Hook 
10. Park Slope 
11. Sunset Park-Gowanus 
12. Bay Ridge 
13. Borough Park-Kensington 
14. Bensonhurst 
15. Gravesend 
16. Coney Island 

17. Flatbush-East Flatbush 
18. Canarsie 
19. Midwood-Flatlands 
20. Sheepshead Bay 

21. Ft . Hamilton and U.S. Navy Yard 

 ־זי<
.IBCRTT 

Prepared from official health area map published 
and copyrighted by N.Y. Tbc. and H. Assn. 

-4 
• -i-. יז\ 

1 •v• • ־ .• . גל• 
. o •• 
 ״4׳ .

 תז





GREENPOINT 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The community described as "Greenpoint" in t h i s report i s the 
narrow, northernmost t i p of Brooklyn, bordered by the East River, Newtown 
Creek, and by Williamsburg. The boundary drawn between Greenpoint and 
Williamsburg, as determined by the health area l i n e s , extends from the East 
River along South Fourth Street to Driggs Avenue, northeast on that avenue 
to Leonard Street , south on Leonard to Richardson Street and then across 
Meeker Avenue to the borough l i n e (Health Areas 1, 2, 3 and 11), Other 
studies have treated Health Area h as part of Williamsburg.1/ 

Although the boundaries established here may not be ident ica l with 
those recognized by the early s e t t l e r s , t h i s neighborhood approximates the 
v i l l a g e of Greenpoint Tjhich was purchased from the Indians in 1638 to become 
part of the town of Bushwick. Legend at tr ibutes the name to mariners s a i l i n g 
the East River who were impressed by the verdant shores long ago destroyed by 
the grime of f a c t o r i e s , warehouses, lumberyards and p i er s . Kent Avenue in 
the northern sect ion on the r iver front i s reported to have been a center of 
shipbuilding a f t er the Civ i l War. A short distance to the south i s the s i t e 
on West Street between Oak and Calyer Streets where the ironclad ship, the 
Monitor, was bu i l t and launched during the Civ i l War. Street names such as 
India and Java r e c a l l the early trade i n coffee and sp ices . 

Piers continue to l ine much of the r iver front from the Williamsburg 
Bridge to Newtown Creek. The State Barge Canal Terminal i s on the East River, 
north of Eagle Street . The northern t i p , separated from Queens by Newtown 
Creek, provides additional access for water-borne t r a f f i c to the plants of 
th i s highly industr ia l ized area. The s t ree t s near the Creek are non-residen-
t i a l , with the Whale Creek Canal running inland to Greenpoint Avenue and 
Humbolt Street . 

Williamsburg Bridge crosses from the Delancey Street area of the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan reaching Brooklyn between South F i f t h and Sixth 
Streets , jus t below the border of the Greenpoint community. The B.M.T. subway 
crosses by tube from 114th Street , Manhattan, as well as over the Williamsburg 
Bridge and the Independent subway enters t h i s area from Long Island City i n 
Queens, Three bridges connect Greenpoint 1with the Long Island City industr ia l 
sect ion of Queens - one crossing, from Manhattan Avenue in Brooklyn to Vernon 

1/ Brooklyn Neighborhoods by Herbert J. Ballon, issued by the Brooklyn Council 
for Social Planning, September 19U2 and The New York Market Analysis issued 
by the New York Mirror, New York News and New York Times in 19U3 and 1953 
and a study now underway by the Protestant Council of the City of New York. 
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Boulevard in Queerts and another from Oakland Street in Brooklyn to Eleventh 
Street in Long Island Cityj the third bridge joins Greenpoint Avenue, 
Brooklyn with Greenpoint Avenue in Queens. The Borough-Queens Expressway 
cuts through the southern t i p of Health Area 2. 

In land s i z e , t h i s i s one of the smallest of the Brooklyn commun-
i t i e s covering only 1,078 acres. Brooklyn Heights - Ft . Greene i s almost 
ident ica l in s i z e and only Bushwick-Ridgewood i s smaller. When the land use 
inventory was made for the City Planning Department in 1955-56, the s t ree t s , 
highways and the bridge approaches accounted for 367 acres, leaving 711 for 
a l l other purposes. 

Land use; About 10 percent of these 711 acres was vacant in 1955-
56, with 9 of the 73 undeveloped acres used for l icensed parking l o t s . 
Transportation f a c i l i t i e s and parks each absorbed a l i t t l e over ij. percent of 
the land, while public and private i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings - churches, schools, 
f i r e and pol ice s tat ions , e t c . , took up only 2.5 percent. 

All commercial and industrial enterprises accounted for about 335 
or 1+7 percent, of the 711 acres. Heavy industries , which are of primary im-
portance in t h i s area, absorbed 21+0 or 72 percent of the 335 acres; l i g h t 
industries occupied another 10 percent, warehouse and storage services , a 
l i t t l e over 8, and automobile storage and service f a c i l i t i e s about 6 percent, 
leaving l e s s than 1+ percent for r e t a i l s tores , o f f i c e s and other commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s . The principal r e t a i l shopping areas are along Manhattan and 
Nassau Avenues. 

The f a c t which dist inguishes Greenpoint's land use from that in 
ether communities i s that, with only 2 percent of Brooklyn's acreage (exclus-
ive of s t ree t s and highways), i t contains almost 10 percent of the t o t a l 
land space in the borough devoted to a l l types of commerce and industry. In 
f a c t , Brooklyn's heavy industries are concentrated to a major extent in the 
Greenpoint-Williamsburg areaj these two communities accounted for !41 percent 
of the t o t a l acreage in Brooklyn used for t h i s purpose in 1955-56. Williams-
burg - a larger land area - led a l l communities in industr ia l acreage but 
Greenpoint was second, exceeding the space so used within the considerably 
larger South Brooklyn-Red Hook community. 

Residential f a c i l i t i e s occupied only 22U acres in 1955-56, or 31 
percent of the available land, in contrast to the 52 percent used for commerce, 
industry and transportation. But over t h r e e - f i f t h s of the res ident ia l acres 
are covered with multi-family dwellings. Consequently, the res ident ia l density 
i s quite high: 268.8 persons per res ident ia l acre based on the 1957 Census of 
Population. In th i s respect Greenpoint ranks s ixth among the 20 communities 
and only s l i g h t l y below the Bedford-Stuyvesant area (271 persons per acre). 

Population s ize 

Despite i t s high population density, Greenpoint's 1957 population 
cf 60,1014 was only two percent of the borough to ta l . I t ranked nineteenth 
among the twenty communities in population s ize in 1950 and 1957. The number 
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of residents has been declining for several decades, with a gradual acceler-
ation in the rate of decrease since 1930. This has meant a l o s s of 22,$h$ 
residents in 27 years, 27 percent. In 1930, the community had 82,61*9 r e s i -
dentsj by 19U0 the population had been reduced by 8.5 percent to 75,579j a 
further decrease of 9.6 percent brought the 1950 count to 68,316j during the 
seven years between 1950 and 1957 the downward movement was more rapid - 12 
percent. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census; In the spring of 1950, native, white c i t i z ens born 
within the Continental United States were the predominant group in Greenpoint -
approximately 77 percent of the to ta l - but another f i f t h of the residents 
were whites of foreign birth. The nonwhite population was negl ig ible and 
persons of Puerto Rican birth or parentage were a very small group. 

Population of Greenpoint, by cultural group; 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of t o t a l 

All c lasses 68,316 100.0 

Continental native white 52,503 76.8 
Foreign-born white 11+, 810 21.7 
Puerto Rican 81+6 1 .2 
Negro Sh 0 . 1 
Other nonwhite races 103 0 . 2 

In 1950, persons of Polish origin constituted almost U5 percent of 
the foreign-born whites; those from Russia and other middle and eastern 
European countriesformed another 20 percent of the t o t a l . Although in 19U0 
many of the Polish group were reported to be of the Jewish f a i t h , analysis 
of special 195U mortality data suggests that the Jewish group was quite 
small by that year,2/ persons of I ta l ian or Ir ish birth were re la t ive ly few 
in number by 1950, each represented about 9 percent of the foreign-born 
whites; the other nationality groups were a l l small. But, sinfie about 95 
percent of the population l ived in family groups, parents or grandparents 
born in Europe presumably continued to influence the Cultural patterns of 
many of the native born, 

1957 Census: The twelve percent decrease in the to ta l population 
between 1950 and 1957 apparently was largely confined to the white population, 
excluding the whites of Puerto Rican origin or parentage. The birth data i n -
dicate a def in i te increase since 1952 in the number of Puerto Ricans l i v ing in 
Greenpoint but the 1957 Census did not tabulate th i s group. Distribution of 
the estimate for Brooklyn as a whole on the basis of the school data (adjusted 

2/ A special tabulation of death c e r t i f i c a t e s c l a s s i f i e d by the sectarian 
auspices of the cemetery of burial, prepared by the Department of Health 
for David M. Liberson of the Jewish Daily Forward. 



u 

as explained below), indicates a range of from 1,950 to 2,100 Puerto Rican 
residents in 1957. I t may be assumed that most of them are c l a s s i f i e d in 
the following census data as whites: 

Percent 
Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c lasses 6 0 , 1 0 U 1 0 0 . 0 

White 5 9 , 8 9 6 9 9 . 6 
Negro 1 5 8 0 . 3 
Other nonwhite races 5 0 0 . 1 

If the maximum estimate of 2,100 Puerto Ricans be accepted, the 
percentage distr ibut ion based on the census would be modified as fol lows: 
white - 96.2 , Puerto Rican 3 .5 , Negro 0 .3 and other nonwhites 0 .  .percent י 1

The locat ion of 10 Roman Catholic churches and 8 Catholic parochial 
schools within Greenpoint indicate a predominantly Catholic population. Only 
two synagogues were discovered i n t h i s community. There are 12 Protestant 
churches of s u f f i c i e n t s ize and permanence to be l i s t e d in the o f f i c i a l direc-
tory of Protestant churches; one of these i s the Spanish-American Presbyterian 
Church but a study, now in process, of the Greenpoint-Williamsburg area3/ has 
discovered many additional Spanish-speaking store front churches. 

Birth s t a t i s t i c s : As noted above, l i v e births to mothers resident 
in Greenpoint indicate a r i s e in the number of Puerto Ricans during the l a s t 
s ix years. The Department of Health recorded 53 births to Puerto Rican 
mothers i n 1952, 10U in 1957 and 100 in 1958; these births were U.7 of the 
1,119 l i v e births in 1952 and 10.2 percent of the 982 births i n 1958. The 
nonwhite b irths rose s l i g h t l y - from 0 .5 percent of the 1952 t o t a l to one 
percent in 1958; conversely the proportion of births to white mothers (ex-
eluding the Puerto Ricans) decreased from 9U.7 to 88.8 percent. The d i s t r i -
bution of b irths i s not a measure of the distribution of the tota l pcpulation 
by cultural groups because of group difference i n age and birth rates . The 
data, however, do suggest trends in the ethnic composition. 

School data: The distr ibut ion of the children i n the public schools 
by cul tural group i s another s t a t i s t i c a l 1,symptom" which cannot accurately 
r e f l e c t the ethnic distr ibution of the to ta l population. The age distribution 
within cultural groups obviously a f f e c t s the school reg i s ters . The public 
school data do not. even represent a proper distribution of a l l school-age 
children because the parochial and private schools serve a large number of 
children and apparently draw a higher proportion of a l l "white" children than 
they do of other groups. In t h i s Greenpoint community, the Catholic parish 
schools had a reg i s ter in the f a l l of 1958 of 5,300 in comparison with 3,155 
in the public schools. 

3/ The Protestant Council of the City of New York. 
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Another factor - school d i s t r i c t s - further l imi t s the v a l i d i t y of 
school data as a measure of ethnic groups within the communities under study. 
Neither public school d i s t r i c t s nor Catholic parish l i n e s fo l low population 
census un i t s . And other non-public schools may draw students from a con-
siderable distance. Ps noted in the introduction, the school data used in 
th i s report (public and parochial) necessari ly are tabulated by the locat ion 
of the school, not by the health area of the chi ld's residence. 

In Greenpoint, for example, 1* of the 5 public schools located 
within the community are in D i s t r i c t 30 but one i s part of D i s t r i c t 29 whose 
other schools are in Williamsburg. This school, in Health Area h near the 
Williamsburg boundary l i n e , accounted for almost 61 percent of the Puerto 
Rican children enrolled in October 1958 at the 5 "Greenpoint" schools . The 
school ethnic census shows that 18 percent of the 3,120 children in the 
public schools in September 1957 were Puerto Rican and almost 11 percent were 
Negro. In October 1958 the Puerto Rican group was nearly 20 percent and the 
Negro nearly 12 percent of the 3,155 children. The increase in Puerto Ricans 
was confined to the school on the border and i t i s highly probable that many 
of these Puerto Rican children l ived in the Williamsburg community. 

A special census taken i n June 1959 of Spanish-speaking students 
in the Catholic schools revealed only 218 such students but 175 attended two 
parish schools also serving Williamsburg and located on the border of that 
community. In estimating the t o t a l Puerto Rican population in Greenpoint, 
the public and parochial school data were adjusted to use only one-third of 
the students in these border schools (public and parochial) in accordance 
with the advice of persons familiar with the neighborhood. 

Age groups 

The age distribution of Greenpoint's residents in 1957 reveals that 
children and youth under 20 years const i tuted . 30.8 percent of the population, 
a s l i g h t l y larger proportion than in 1950. Preschool children and teen-agers, 
however, show decreases since 1950 markedly above the borough-wide l o s s e s of 
l e s s than 5 percent for ,those under 6 years and 2 percent for those 1U-19 
years nf age, Nevertheless, Greenpoint ranks tenth among the twenty communi-
t i e s in the proportion of i t s to ta l population in the chi ld and youth group. 

Young adults in the ir twenties - as in a l l communities where there 
has been no in f lux of young fami l ies - r e f l e c t the low birth rates of the 
1928-1937 period. Here, too, the decreases were above the percentages for 
the borough. Adults from 30 to UU years of age, however, accounted for 2U.8 
percent of the res idents , a proportion exceeded only by the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and Canarsie communities. Thirteen Brooklyn communities had a larger propor-
tion of their res idents in the middle-aged category - l*5-6U years - than did 
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Greenpoint and, despite the 26 percent r i s e in the aged group, eight communi-
t i e s had higher percentages 65 years old or over. 

Population of Greenpoint, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 68,316 100.0 60,1014 100.0 -12 .0 

Under 6 years 7,217 10.6 5,670 9.11• -21.14 
6-13 years 7,515 11.0 8,080 13.U 7.5 
114-19 years 5,239 7.7 14,781 8 .0 - 8 .7 
20-214 years 5,151 7 .5 3,U31 5 .7 -33.U 
25-29 years 6,110 8 .9 3,976 6 .6 -314.9 
30-141; years 17,390 25.5 114,9014 214.8 -1U.3 
J45-6U years 15,168 22.2 13,566 22.6 -10 .6 
65 years and over U,526 6 .6 5,696 9 .5 25.9 

Sex d i s tr ibut ion: Greenpoint unlike most communities had a few more 
men than women in 1957 although, as the next tabulation shows, the r a t i o was 
not so high as i n 1950. The 1957 ra t ios of males to females were above the 
borough ra t io s in every age group. Perhaps employment in the heavy industr ies 
and in water front operations i s the explanation for the male preponderence 
in the adult groups. No i n s t i t u t i o n a l population was reported in 1950 and no 
long-term care i n s t i t u t i o n i s known to be located in t h i s area at present tn 
account for an unusual number of men. Only l .U percent of the 1950 population 
l i v e d i n quasi-households - that i s , in lodging houses or hote l s , res idences , 
e t c . - but t h i s segment of the population does include the young men l i v i n g at 
the Greenpoint Branch of the Y.M.C.A. in t h i s neighborhood. 

Population of Greenpoint, by age group and sex, 
and ra t io of males t o females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per .Males per 

Age group Male Female 100 females Male Female 1 0 0 f e m a l e s 

All ages 314,623 3 3 , 6 9 3 1 0 2 . 8 3 0 , 1 0 0 30,0014 1 0 0 . 3 

Under 6 years 3 , 7 U 8 3 , U 6 9 1 0 8 . 0 2 , 8 9 6 2,7714 1 0 U . U 
6-13 years 3,81414 3 , 6 7 1 1014.7 U , 1 5 5 3 , 9 2 5 1 0 5 . 9 
114-19 years 2 , 6 3 6 2 , 6 0 3 1 0 1 . 3 2 , 3 9 8 2 , 3 8 3 1 0 0 . 6 
20-214 years 2 , 5 U 3 2 , 6 0 8 9 7 . 5 1 , 6 7 8 1 , 7 5 3 9 5 . 7 
2 5 - 2 9 years 3 , 0 1 U 3 , 0 9 6 97.14 2 , 0 2 6 1 , 9 5 0 1 0 3 . 9 
30-14.14 years 8 , 9 9 5 8 , 3 9 5 1 0 7 . 1 7,1432 7,1472 9 9 . 5 
U5-6U years 7 , 6 1 U 7 , 5 5 U 1 0 0 . 7 6 , 7 9 8 6 , 7 6 8 100.14 
65 years and over 2 , 2 2 9 2 , 2 9 7 9 7 . 0 2 , 7 1 7 2 , 9 7 9 9 1 . 2 
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Other populat ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The decline in the number of residents since 1950 ־ apparently 
l imited to the white population - and substantial l o s ses in the adult 
population from 20 through 61* years of age - the residents most apt to be in 
the labor force - make i t d i f f i c u l t to judge the current relevance of the 
1950 Census data on socio-economic character is t ics . But, u n t i l the I960 
Census i s avai lable , the 1950 fac t s afford some background. 

Economic status: Measured by the median family income received 
during 19U9, the famil ies in Greenpoint had incomes below the borough-wide 
median of $3,141*7. The range in th i s neighborhood was from a median of #3,166 
in the area from South Fourth Street to North 11* Street , from Driggs Avenue 
to the River (H.A. I*) to $3,381 in the section to the north, west of Manhattan 
Avenue and Leonard Street (H.A. 1 ) . The medians for the other areas were 
close to the high l e v e l - $3,331 and $3,337. 

The income median of $1,565 for individuals 11* years old or older 
l iv ing alone cr with unrelated persons in Health Area 1 was wel l above the 
borough l e v e l of $1,280. The medians for the other areas were $1,01*7, 
$1,216 and $1,278. 

Educational l eve l : In comparison with a borough-wide median of 
8.9 years, the medians of school years completed by white persons 25 years 
cr older in 1950 varied from a low of 8 .2 years in Health Area U, to 8 .5 in 
Health Area 3 and 8 .6 in Health Areas 1 and 2. This measure of formal 
schooling may be a re f l ec t ion of the presence of almost 15,000 of foreign 
birth. Too few adult nonwhites l ived in t h i s community to permit the compu-
tat ion of medians. 

Family groups: About 3,800 persons 11* years old or older - about 
5 percent of the t o t a l population did not l i v e in family groups! many must 
have l ived alone or with non-relatives in ordinary households, since only 
970 persons - and th is count may include fami l ies - were found i n lodging 
houses, group residences, e tc . The 18,370 famil ies included 15,580 married 
couples which means that about 2,790 fami l ies were composed of one parent or 
grandparent and children cr other related groups. About 13 percent of the 
women 11* years old or over were widowed or divorced. 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: As explained in the introduction, data on the 
residence, by health area, of public ass istance cases became avai lable for 
the f i r s t time recently. Although la ter } more complete case counts and more 
experienced coding may change somewhat the number of cases in a part icular 
health area, i t i s probable that the distr ibut ion among the larger communities 
under discussion r e f l e c t s actual conditions with reasonable accuracy. 

In communities l ike Greenpoint where the number of cases i s a small 
proportion of the Brooklyn t o t a l the exact percentage might wel l be changed 
by the inclusion of several thousand additional cases in Brooklyn. The d i s -
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tribution of over 113,000 Brooklyn cases receiving public assistance checks 
on March 2, 1959 indicates that about 555 cases or 1 .3 percent of the cases 
(not persons) l ived within Greenpoint. Among the Greenpoint cases, the 
famil ies and individuals - l e s s than 100 cases - receiving general a s s i s -
tance (home r e l i e f ) were a lso 1 .3 percent of that to ta l for Brooklyn. The 
famil ies in the total caseload receiving aid to dependent children were 
a lso tabulated separately but few of the nearly 15,600 Brooklyn families 
l ived in Greenpoint - 120 cases cr n©t quite eight-tenths of one percent of 
the t o t a l . 

Health indices; Infant mortality and the numbers of known 
venereal disease and tuberculosis cases may have some value in judging social 
as wel l as haalth conditions. For 1957 the infant mortality rate varied for 
the Greenpoint health areas from 37.5 infant deaths per 1,000 l i v e births in 
Health Area 1; to U.3 in Health Area 3. The high rate r e f l e c t s 10 deaths 
related to 267 births , of which 180 were to white mothers, 82 to Puerto Rican 
and 5 to nonwhite mothers. The rate for the whole community (23 deaths to 
1,085 births) was 21.2 per 1,000 births , lower than the borough-wide rate of 
25.2. 

The 1957 venereal disease rate per 100,000 of the population i s 
based on cases newly reported during the year. The range in Greenpoint was 
from 145.1 in Health Area 2 to 112.1 in Health Area 14} the rates were 80.7 in 
Health Area 3 and 101.9 in Health Area 1. These rates represent a total of 
50 cases in th i s community of 60,000, 

The number of active tuberculosis cases on the Department of 
Health's register was 87 on December 31, 1956 and 1014 on December 31, 1958. 
This register provides a measure of "prevalence" superior to rates based on 
new cases reported in a year. Relating the cases to the April 1957 tota l 
population the crude rates are 1.145 per 1,000 in 1956 and 1.73 in 1958. 

Delinquency rates 

The part of th i s community usually considered as within 
"Williamsburg" (H.A. 14) i s included i n the Youth Board's special area 
"Williamsburg." In 1951, the rate for that health area was s l ight ly above 
those in the other areas - 20.14 per 1,000 children and youth 6-20 years of 
age in 1950, compared with 12.3, 13.1 and 16.3 in Health Areas 1, 2 and 3, 
respect ively . The 1 9 5 1 rate for the borough was 11;. 7 per 1 , 0 0 0 . By 1 9 5 7 , 
however, with rates based on the 1957 population, the lowest was in Health 
Area U - 25.U - and the highest in Health Area 1 - 37.7} rates in the other 
areas were 25.7 and 28.9 The 1958 rates, also based on the 1957 population, 
were similar i n Health Area 1 (140.3) and 14 ( 3 9 . 5 ) , and a l i t t l e lower e l s e -
where - 27.1 (H.A. 3) and 37.7 (H.A. 2). The borough-wide rates were 33.U 
in 1 9 5 7 and L a . 2 in 1 9 5 8 . 

Housing 

According to the count of dwelling units made annually for the 
City Planning Department, the number of homes in Greenpoint has been slowly 
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but s teadi ly decreasing since the Census of Housing enumerated 20,918 in 
1950. The 1957-58 count shows 20,5214, a decrease cf just under 1*00. Pre-
sumably, the expansion of industrial operations in th i s area, mentioned 
ear l i er , has wiped out some residences. The Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
destroyed 71 homes and the Vernon Avenue Bridge approach, 1514 homes. 

The land use analysis of 1955-56 shows that 614 percent of the 
res ident ia l acreage was then used f o r walk-up, multi-family dwellings. 
Elevator apartments were few - covering only four-tenths of an acre. 
Two-family houses occupied 28.5 and one-family homes 7.6 percent of the 
housing space. Since no housing apparently has been added s ince 1950, the 
data in the next paragraph should be va l id today, with due allowance f o r 
the deterioration of nine years. 

Characteristics in 1950: In 1950, 20,517 of the 20,918 dwelling 
units were occupied; 3,088 of the units or 15 percent were occupied by 
owners. Most of these owners probably l ived in the 3,U35 units found in 
one and two-family dwellings. A small percentage of the units - 3 percent -
was c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded but the percentage called dilapidated or with 
i n s u f f i c i e n t f a c i l i t i e s was almost 16. 

Public projects: No public housing has been constructed and none 
i s currently projected within th i s highly industr ia l ized community. In the 
adjacent Williamsburg area, however, seven projects under Federal, State and 
City auspices, are i n operation, nearing completion or planned for the near 
future. These changes may have their inf luence tigaGreenpoint. 



SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITŶ  

Day Nurseries, Kindergartens and Nursery Schools 

None 

Group Work and Recreation Services 

1 . Brooklyn Public Library 
Greenpoint Branch 
107 Norman Avenue 

Weekly Story Hour aa d weekly Picture Book Hour 
for children. 

2. Catholic Charit ies , Diocese of Brooklyn 
Golden Age Club of St. Vincent de Paul Church 
167 North Sixth Street 

Recreational program for men and women, 60 and 
over - in t errac ia l , non-sectarian. Meets 
Wednesdays from IsOO to U*30 p.m. English, German 
and Italiam are spoken. 

3. Education, Board o f , City of New Yorks Bureau of Community Education 

After School Centers serve children of elementary and junior 
high school age from 3*00 to 5*30 p.ms on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s include painting, dramatics, woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s inging, dancing, quiet games, sports , t r ips and 
special events. 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adults from 
7:00 t o 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
spec i f i ed . Program cons i s t s of soc ia l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a variety of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and cultural act iv i t ies ׳ . 

Brooklyn Automotive High Schools Evening Community Center 
50 Bedford Avenue 

Open Monday through Thursday evenings. 

P.S. 31? A£tejs״׳>acho©l Center 
8I4. Dupont Street 

P.S. 126s Evening Community Genterf^After -school Center 
73-79 Meserole Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Friday. 

1/ Includes spec i f i ed services located in t h i s community, although service 
i s not necessari ly l imited to residents of the area and residents may 
be served by agencies, espec ia l ly c l i n i c s , located elsewhere. 

2 / In addition to usual a c t i v i t i e s , th i s center provides a program of 
informal adult education. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

U. Parks, Department o f , City of New York^/ 

American Playground 
M l ton, Noble and Franklin S tree t s 

Playground, 1 v o l l e y b a l l , 2 outdoor basketbal l and 
2 handball courts , a f i e l d house with playrooms. 
Recreational leadership, 

Greenpoint Park Playground 
Commercial, Franklin, Dupost and West S t r e e t s 

Two playgrounds, basketbal l , v o l l e y b a l l , handball 
and shuffleboard courts , r o l l e r skating, r o l l e r 
hockey and i c e skating areas, wading pool . Recrea-
t i o n a l leadership. 

HcCarren Park 
Nassau Avenue, North Twelfth, Bayard, Leonard and Lorimer S tree t s 

This Park i s i n the Williamsburg area as we l l as i n 
Greenpoint. Since most of the recreat ional f a c i l i t i e s • 
are located i n the Williamsburg area, they are described 
there . 

Metropolitan Avenue Pool 
Bedford and Metropolitan Avenues 

This i s an indoor swimming pool with locker f a c i l i t i e s , 

Monsigneur McGolrick Park 
Nassau t o Driggs Avenue, Russe l l t o Monitor S tree t 

No recreat ional f a c i l i t i e s . 

William E. Sheridan Playground 
Grand t o South F i r s t S tree t , Wythe Avenue and Berry Street 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house with 
playroom, U handball courts , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , i c e 
skating area. Recreational leadership. 

Playground 
South Third Street between Berry Street and Bedford Avenue 

Playground with wading pool , paddle tennis and 
shuffleboard courts , i c e skating area. Recreational 
leadership, 

5. Pol ice Athle t ic League: 92nd Precinct Center 
190 Grand Street 

Physical and quiet games, ar t s and c r a f t s , e t c . 
Active Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 3:00 t o 
10:00 p.m, 

3/ The term "playground" used i n the l i s t s of f a c i l i t i e s of Parks1 

Department properties usual ly includes the fo l lowing: Large swings, 
kindergarten swings, large s l i d e s , kindergarten s l i d e s , seesaws, a 
pipe frame exerc ise u n i t , a sandbox, e i ther a wading pool or shower 
spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 



12 

Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

6, Young Men's Christian Association of Greater New York! Greenpoint Branch 
99 Meserole Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s include gymnasium, swimming pool, lounge, 
game room, b i l l i a r d room, club rooms* Program Consists 
of1 s o c i a l , re l ig ions and recreational a c t i v i t i e s . 

Other voluntary agencies 
The Camp Fire Gir ls , the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts 
and the Public Schools Athlet ic League a l l serve 
t h i s area, u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools and 
churches. Catholic Youth Organization a th le t i c 
programs for 8 to 21 year olds ex i s t in most Roman 
Catholic churches but the number of sports and age 
groups served vary from parish to parish. Young 
Adult programs (a soc ia l program) also e x i s t in 
several of the parishes. 

Child Health Services 

Health, Department o f , City of New York 
Child Health Stations 

111 Franklin Street 

Dj.2 North First Street 

Mental Health Services 

None 

Other Cl in ics 

Health, Department o f , City of New York: Dental c l i n i c for children 
P.S. 126, 73-79 Meserole Avenue 

This community f a l l s within Special Area I I of the Girl Scout Council 
of Greater New York which i s described in the l i s t of borough-wide 
"Recreation and Group Work" services in the Introductory section. 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family Service , Child Guidance and Related Services^/ 

1. New York City Youth Board 
Only Health Area U i n t h i s community i s in the 
Youth Board's Williamsburg Area. 

Upper Williamsburg Referral Unit 
1193 Dean Street 

Serves children and young people 5-21 years of age 
referred through schools and other community agencies , 
and a l s o by d irec t appl icat ion - diagnoses t h e i r need 
f o r serv ice and makes appropriate r e f e r r a l s t o treatment 
resources. 

The voluntary treatment s e r v i c e s ^ i n contract with the Youth 
Board i n t h i s area are as fo l lows: 

The Big S i s t e r s ; Brooklyn Off ice 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Service and Children's Aid Soc ie ty: 

Family Service and Children1s Div is ion 
Brooklyn Juvenile Guidance Center, Inc . 
Catholic Char i t i es , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, Inc. 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Jewish Family Service: Brooklyn Consultation Center 
Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn: Divis ion-of Pediatric Psychiatry? 

Child Guidance Cl in ic ,-..,׳. 
Salvation Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t Of f i ce 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn Office' 

Council of Social and Ath le t i c Clubs: Williamsburg Unit 
Williamsburg Settlement 
17-19 Montrose Street 

Provides s o c i a l serv ices t o s e l ec t ed u n a f f i l i a t e d 
s t r e e t clubs i n the area. 

2. Pol ice Department, City of New York: Juvenile Aid Bureau 
Precinct 71 Stat ion House 
1+21 Empire Boulevard 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and provides 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e s o c i a l treatment f o r juveni l e delinquents, 

3. Welfare, Department o f , City of New York 
Williamsburg Welfare Center 
71+9 At lant ic Avenue 

Public a s s i s tance , medical,and dental care and employment 
and placement serv ices f o r c l i e n t s } homemaker serv ices 
f o r fami l i e s with children when mother i s incapacitated aind 
part-time serv ice f o r incapacitated adults on public a s s i s t a n c e . 

h/ This l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be located within the area. 

5 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s imilar serv ices which have one o f f i c e serving 
the ent ire borough are l i s t e d in the introductory sec t ion . 

6 / These agencies a l l have one o f f i c e serving the ent ire borough 
( s ee footnote 5 . ) 



SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 31 
81* Dupont Street 

2 . Public School 3U 
131 Norman Avenue 

3 . Public School 37 
75 S. l*th Street 

1*. Public School 110 
121* Monitor Street 

5 . Public School and Junior High School 126 
75 Meserole Aveatte 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Holy Family Parish School 
29 Dobbin Street 

2» Our Lady of Consolation Parish School 
175 Metropolitan Avenue 

3• S t . Alphonsus Parish School 
171* Java Street 

1*. S t . Anthony of Padua Parish School 
Boys1 Department: 71U Leonard Street 
Girls ' Department:878 Manhattan Avenue 

5• Sts• Cyril and Methodius Parish School 
150 Dupont Street 

6 . S t s . Peter and Paul Parish School 
61 S» 3rd Street 

7• S t . Stanislaus Parish School 
10 Newell Street 

8 . St® Vincent de Paul Parish School 
165 N. 5th Street 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Bap t i s t 

1. Gospel Sowers Church 
1117 Manhattan Avenue 

2 . Union Greenpoint B a p t i s t Church 
151 Noble S t r e e t 

Lutheran 

3. Messiah Lutheran Church (UL) 
129 Russe l l S t r e e t 

4 . S t . John Lutheran Church (UL) 
124 Mil ton S t r e e t 

Other 

5. Ascension P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Kent S t r e e t and Manhattan Avenue 

6. Greenpoint D i s c i p l e s of C h r i s t Church 
199 North Henry S t r e e t 

7 . Greenpoint Fa i th Gospel Church ( C h r i s t i a n and Missionary Al l i ance ) 
128 Meserole Avenue 

8. Greenpoint Methodist Church 
112-16 Messerole Avenue 

9 . Greenpoint Reformed Church i n America 
138 Mil ton S t r e e t 

10. Mt. Horeb Church (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
336 Bedford Avenue 

11. Redemption (Reformed Episcopal) Church 
602 Leonard S t r e e t 

12. Spanish-American P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
161 South Third S t r e e t 



B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Holy Family R.C. Church (Slovak) 
21 Nassau Avenue 

Holy Ghost (Ukrainian) R.C. Church 
160 North F i f t h S t r e e t 

Our Lady of Consolat ion (Pol i sh) R.C. Church 
184 Metropol i tan Avenue 

S t . Alphonsus (German) R.C. Church 
177 Kent S t r e e t 

S t . Anthony of Padua R.C. Church 
862 Manhattan Avenue 

S t s Cyr i l and Methodius (Po l i sh) R.C. Church 
119 Eagle S t r e e t 

S t . E l i a s (P i t t sbu rgh Greek Rite) R.C. Church 
143 Kent S t r e e t 

S t s . P e t e r and Paul R.C. Church 
71 South Third S t r e e t 

S t . S t a n i s l a u s Kostka (Po l i sh) R.C. Church 
607 Humboldt S t r e e t 

S t . Vincent De Paul R.C. Church 
167 North Sixth S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

Congregation Agudas Achim Anshe Mishnitz 
724 Driggs Avenue 

Hebrew Educat ional Al l i ance of Greenpoint (Orthodox) 
955 Manhattan Avenue 
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WILLIAMSBURG 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The community named "Williamsburg" in th i s report corresponds to 
the neighborhood so described in other studies except for the omission of 
the sect ion between Driggs Avenue and the East River from South Fourth 
Street to North llith Street (Health Area U). That area was assigned by 
the City Planning Department to the S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t here ca l led 
Greenpoint. 

The irregular northern boundary extends from the East River 
along South Fourth Street , north on Driggs Avenue to Leonard Street , 
south on Leonard Street to Richardsen Street , and then northeast on Meeker 
Avenue to Newtown Creek which forms the eastern boundary. The l i n e sepa-
rating Williamsburg from Bedford-Stuyvesant s tarts at Kent Avenue fo l low-
ing Flushing Avenue most of the way to the Queens l i n e , except for the 
irregular l ine necessary to include Health Area 17 and exclude a l l of 
Health Area 1U. The East River forms the western boundary and Newtown 
Creek and the Queens borough l i n e , the eastern. The health areas included 
are 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15, 16 and 17 but Health Area 5 has been adjusted to 
exclude Tract $hl , part of the U.S. Navy Yard. 

Originally a part of the early town of Bushwick, Williamsburg 
became a separate town in the early 1800's and i s said to have been named 
for Colonel Williams, the engineer who surveyed i t . i / In common with 
Greenpoint, t h i s community with two waterfronts soon developed into a 
commercial and industrial center and, with the inf lux of many immigrant 
famil ies from Manhattan af ter the opening of the Williamsburg Bridge in 
1903, into a neighborhood of tenements, part icularly in the northern area. 
Consequently, the f i r s t public housing in Brooklyn was Williamsburg Houses, 
a slum clearance project in the center of t h i s community. 

Broadway became the principal business thoroughfare; shopping 
areas now are also found on Grand Street and Grand Avenue, Metropolitan and 
Graham Avenues, and a number of other s t r e e t s . The Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way cuts through this area from Flushing Avenue near the Naval Hospital on 
a northeasterly course, turning more to the east at Metropolitan Avenue to 
reach Queens. 

One of the e a r l i e s t Brooklyn sections to at tract manufacturing 
firms and operations dependent on shipping, t h i s community seems destined 
for continued industr ia l izat ion . Much of the industrial and commercial 
construction of the l a s t few years has been in Greenpoint and Williamsburg. 

1 / New York City Guide, American Guide Series , Federal Writers' Project 
~ of the W.P.A., Random House, 1939. 
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An example of the f a c i l i t i e s available i s found in a recent o f fer f o r sale 
of a s i t e at Morgan Avenue and English Ki l l s which connect with Newtown 
Creek. This s i t e includes 35,000 square f e e t of industrial buildings and 
150,000 square f e e t of vacant land, a l l enclosed by a high cyclone fence, 
f u l l r a i l and water f a c i l i t i e s , a private canal for barges, a seven-car 
railway siding and loading platforms suitable for a truck terminal and 
distributing center.^/ 

Williamsburg extends over a t o t a l of 2,022 acres, or about U per-
cent of the borough's t o t a l acreage] in gross land s i ze th i s community 
ranks eleventh among the twenty communities. When the space taken up by 
s t ree t s and highways - 778 acres in 1955-56 - i s deducted, the net acreage 
available for a l l other purposes i s 1,214* acres. 

Land use; Commercial and industr ia l uses in 1955-56 absorbed 
573 or h6 percent of the 1,2UU acres available for a l l purposes other, than 
t r a f f i c . Only in Greenpoint was t h i s proportion s l i g h t l y higher (U7.2) 
and there the number of acres was considerably lower. Williamsburg's 
acreage const i tuted 16.5 percent of the Brooklyn tota l and exceeded that 
of i t s c l o s e s t competitor in th is respect - South Brooklyn-Red Hook - by 
210, I t seems probable that much of the 98 acres in Williamsburg vacant 
in 1955-56 have been or w i l l be taken over for industry. 

Over two-thirds of the 573 acres were devoted to heavy industry; 
in number of acres u t i l i z e d for t h i s purpose Williamsburg also leads a l l 
other communitiesj i t s 387 acres amounts to one-fourth of the borough's 
to ta l of 1,525. Light industry used another 80 acres (1U percent), with 
warehouses and automobile storage and services u t i l i z i n g 6 .0 and 7.6 per-
cent, respect ive ly , and o f f i c e s , r e t a i l and other commercial f a c i l i t i e s , 
about 5 percent. 

Transportation f a c i l i t i e s covered only 20 acres, l e s s than 2 per-
cent, and i n s t i t u t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s - schools, pol ice and f i r e s tat ions , e t c . -
57 acres or l e s s than 5 percent of the available space. The several parks 
in t h i s area are not large and in combination with other outdoor recreation 
f a c i l i t i e s such as playgrounds take 5U acres or U percent of the land. 

Residences occupy only bh2 acres or 3 5 . 5 percent of the l , 2 W t . 
Williamsburg ranks f i f t e e n t h among the communities in the number of acres 
devoted to housing. But 69 percent of the res idential acres i s covered 
by multi-family dwellings, 23 percent by two-family houses and 8 percent 
by one-family houses. The concentration of dwellings on re la t ive ly l i t t l e 
acreage resu l t s in Williamsburg's having the highest res ident ia l density 
in Brooklyn. On the basis of the 1957 Census, the population per r e s i -
dential acre was 337.2. The community which ranks second - Brooklyn 
Heights-Fort Greene - had a density of 318.6 persons per acre. 

2/ Highlights, N.Y.C. Department of Commerce and Public Events, March 1959. 
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Population s i z e 

Although in res ident ia l acreage Williamsburg stands f i f t e e n t h 
among the twenty communities, in population s i ze i t ranked s ixth in 195? 
as well as in 1950. The 1149,11*3 residents in 1957 represented 5•7 percent 
of the Brooklyn t o t a l . Crown Heights had almost the same number of r e s i -
dents while East New York's population was lower by only 1,1400. 

Williamsburg, l i k e Greenpoint, has been on the decline as a 
res ident ia l community for at l e a s t four decades. The 1957 population 
shows a l o s s of 142,200 s ince 1930, a cumulative decrease of 22 percent 
from 191,3149. The decade of the t h i r t i e s brought a reduction of over 
114,000 (7 percent) to 177,231* in 19140. The slum clearance public project 
opened in April 1938 ־ Williamsburg Houses - although i t houses about 
5,700 persons, may have contributed to the decrease. A further but smaller 
decrease of 9,200 residents (5 percent) during the f o r t i e s resulted in a 
1950 population of 168,039. 

Between 1950 and 1957, Cooper Park Houses added almost 2,1400 
residents to the community.dl Section I of Sumner Houses was occupied 
when the Census was taken in April 1957 by 5814 famil ies or about 2,200 
persons - a temporary decrease for the s i t e of about 2,300 persons. Even 
the completion of Section II in 1958 with 14,100 residents meant a net 
l o s s on t h i s s i t e . The project , however, l i e s partly in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
In addition to other construction which demolished homes, the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway permanently wiped out at l e a s t 2,200 dwelling units in 
Williamsburg between 1950 and 1957. 

These changes, in combination with continued industr ia l develop-
ment in certain areas, help to explain the decrease of almost 19,000 
persons (11 percent) between 1950 and 1957. The Bushwick-Hylan Houses, 
when f u l l y occupied, w i l l bring in only 5,1*00 res idents . Public housing 
planned for the near future i s unlikely to add many, I t seems improbable 
that Williamsburg w i l l be as populous in the future as i t was in the 
1930 's or i n t h e 19140's. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census: Cultural d ivers i ty has long characterized th i s 
th i ck ly - se t t l ed but industr ia l community. By 1950, t h r e e - f i f t h s of the 
residents were whites born on the continent but more than 1414,000 whites 
(27 percent) were of foreign birth . Even then, the Puerto Rican colony of 
114,000 formed 8 percent of the population and Negroes s l i g h t l y over 14 per-
cent. Williamsburg contained almost 35 percent of a l l the persons of 
Puerto Rican birth or parentage who l ived in Brooklyn. 

This older, industr ia l community with inexpensive housing was 
one of the f i r s t sect ions of Brooklyn to which immigrant fami l ies moved 

3/ The Cooper Park s i t e had 26« residents in 1950$ the project , completed in 
1953, has an estimated population of 2,657. The Sumner Houses s i t e had 
14,5U0 residents in 1950. 
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from the Lower East Side of Manhattan when the opening of the Williamsburg 
Bridge in 1903 provided easy access - I ta l ians , Jews from the middle and 
eastern European countries, Orthodox Catholics from Russia and elsewhere, 
and German Lutherans, many of whom moved on into Bushwick and Ridgewood. 
In 191*0 the leading na t iona l i t i e s among the foreign-born were the I ta l ians , 
the Russians, the Poles and Austrians, in that order. By 1950, the 
Italian-born remained the largest group - 26.9 percent, the Russians were 
s t i l l second with 20.6 percent, the Poles third with 18.9 percent and the 
Austrians fourth with 9 percent. 

Percent 
Cultural group Number of to ta l 

All c lasses 168,039 100.0 

Continental native white 101,1*20 60.1* 
Foreign-born white 1*11,665 26.6 
Puerto Rican 1l*,01l* 8 .3 
Negro 7,1*1*7 iwl* 
Other nonwhite races 1*93 0 .3 

That many of the residents born in Eastern Europe, and the ir 
descendants, were and are Jewish i s at tested bo by the many synagogues in 
the area. The analysis of the deaths of white persons during 1951* by 
place of burial indicates that the Jewish proportion was quite high at that 
time: about 1*0 percent of the burials of whites 25 years old and older were 
in Jewish cemeteries. 

1957 Census: The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n by color available from th i s 
Special Census shows that the Negro population had grown since 1950 to 
nearly 11,000 or to over 7 percent of the t o t a l and that some 92 percent 
were white. Among the whites, hoxrever, are most of those born in Puerto 
Rico or to Puerto Rican parents. The maximum estimate of the Puerto Rican 
population - discussed in the next paragraph - i s 1*0,000 or 27 percent of 
the t o t a l . This would mean that other whites constituted two-thirds of 
the t o t a l . I t also indicates a decrease since 1950 of some 1*8,000 white 
persons or 33 percent. 

Population of Williamsburg, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c lasses 11*9,11*3 100.0 

White 138,019 92.5 
Negro 10,878 7 ,3 
Other nonwhite races 21*6 0 . 2 
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Although no recen t census of Wil l iamsburg ' s Puer to Rican r e s i -
dents has been taken , such s t a t i s t i c a l evidence as t h e r e i s , as wel l as 
r e p o r t s from the community, i n d i c a t e a s u b s t a n t i a l growth i n t h e i r number 
s ince 1950. The b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s p resen ted i n a subsequent paragraph 
undoubtedly o v e r s t a t e t h i s g roup ' s p ropor t ion of the community popu la t ion 
but they do provide sound evidence of a s u b s t a n t i a l r i s e . School d a t a , 
as wel l as b i r t h d a t a , have s i m i l a r and a d d i t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s as a b a s i s 
f o r community e s t i m a t e s . But, t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f e r s the b roades t age -
base a v a i l a b l e f o r d i s t r i b u t i n g the es t imated Puer to Rican popula t ion of 
Brooklyn by community. About 25 percen t of the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n 
a t t end ing the pub l i c and Catho l ic schools i n Brooklyn are e n r o l l e d i n 
schools l o c a t e d i n Will iamsburg. On the assumption t h a t the t o t a l number 
of Puer to Ricans l i v i n g i n Brooklyn i n Apr i l 1957 ranged from 150,000 t o 
160,000 and t h a t about one- four th l i v e d i n Williamsburg i n 1957, the e s t i -
mate f o r t h i s community i s from 38,000 t o 1*0,000. School and b i r t h s t a -
t i s t i c s suppor t the impressions of r e s i d e n t s t h a t Puer to Ricans were more 
widely d i s t r i b u t e d throughout Brooklyn i n 1957 than they were i n 1950; 
the r educ t ion of t he Williamsburg p ropor t ion from 35 to 25 p e r c e n t , 
t h e r e f o r e , seems reasonab le . i l / 

The migrant groups flowing in to and out of t h i s sect ion - and 
the Puerto Ricans are merely the l a t e s t of the groups - have created a 
community of great cultural and r e l i g i o u s d i v e r s i t y . Evidence of t h i s i s 
presented by the ethnic d i s tr ibut ion of the public school chi ldren, by 
the c lose juxtaposi t ion of 12 Roman Catholic churches, 57 Hebrew synagogues, 
31 Protestant churches and an Orthodox Russian church. The Protestant 
churches l i s t e d in Section IV are those of a s i z e and permanence .to be i n -
eluded in the church directory. These include 9 Assemblies of God (one 
I t a l i a n , one Ukrainisnand 6 Spanish congregations) , 5 Bapt is t churches 
(one I t a l i a n and two Spanish), 2 Churches of God, 3 Churches of the 
Disc ip les of Christ , i* Lutheran (2 with German and English s e r v i c e s ) , 2 
Presbyterian (one a Spanish-American Mission) and 6 churches of other 
denominations including a Lithuanian and two Spanish churches. A study 
of the area by the Protestant Council now i n process has discovered many 
addit ional s torefront churches. 

Most of the 57 synagogues apparently are small Orthodox congre-
gat ions . The tenac i ty of one r e l i g i o - c u l t u r a l group was revealed in the 
opposition i n March 1958 to two small, low-rent public housing projec t s 
proposed for a neighborhood which i s a stronghold of Hasidism, a form of 
Orthodox Judaism. One project was a 750-unit development planned for a 
s i t e bounded by Wythe Avenue, Clymer S tree t , Bedford Avenue and Wilson 
Street (Health Area 5 ) . The s i t e of the second project of 500 un i t s was 
at Divis ion Avenue, Roebling Stree t , South Ninth Street and March Avenue. 
Jewish laymen and rabbis contended before the Board of Estimate that an 
important center of Jewish culture in the United States would be l o s t i f 
the present res idents were dispersed or d i s located . The larger Wilson 

2*/ Inc identa l ly , 1957 b ir ths to Puerto Rican mothers l i v i n g i n Williamsburg 
a lso formed 25 percent of a l l Puerto Rican births in Brooklyn. 
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Street s i t e was discarded and a somewhat d i f f erent s i t e selected for one 
575-unit project in Health Area 6 now cal led the Jonathan Williams 
Homes. 

Birth s t a t i s t i c s ; Births to mothers born in Puerto Rico rose 
from 781* in 1952 to 1,1*65 in 1957 and 1,606 in 1958. These births formed 
20.9 percent of the to ta l in the f i r s t year, 39.2 percent in 1957 and 
1*1.1 percent in 1958. Nonwhite births increased in proportion to the 
t o t a l from 9.5 percent in 1952 to 11.6 percent in 1957 and leveled off at 
11.7 percent in 1958. Births to white mothers, when Puerto Rican-born 
women are excluded, decreased from 2,607 in 1952 when they were 69.6 per-
cent of the 3,71*8 births to 1,792 in 1958 when they were only 1*6.6 percent 
of the 3,81*7 b ir ths . 

School data; As noted in the description of Greenpoint, some 
Williamsburg children apparently attend a public school located in 
Greenpoint but c lose to the boundary between these adjacent communities. 
Some inter-change of children between Williamsburg and Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and Williamsburg and Bushwick-Ridgewood i s also probable because of the 
school d i s t r i c t l i n e s . 

The ethnic distr ibution in the public schools located in 
Williamsburg undoubtedly i s strongly influenced by the location of 9 
Catholic parish schools and 8 Jewish schools within the area. Data are 
not available on the enrolment in the Jewish schools but i t can be sa fe ly 
assumed that pract ica l ly a l l the children are white. The Catholic schools 
had about 6,000 students on September 30, 1958; the number of their Negro 
students probably was low since the to ta l Negro population i s not particu-
lar ly large. Some preliminary f igures on Spanish-speaking students in the 
9 loca l Catholic schools i n June 1959 give a to ta l of 71*2; on the basis of 
the 1958 enrolment th i s i s 12 percent of the students. 

The enrolment in the public schools - 13 elementary and 2 junior 
high schools - in September 1957 was 17,222; 18 percent were Negro, 1*6 per-
cent , Puerto Rican and 36 percent white, American Indian or Oriental. By 
October 1958, the enrolment of 17,932 showed some increase in the Negro and 
Puerto Rican proportions to 21 and 1*7 percent, respectively; these groups 
also rose in absolute numbers, but the number of white children decreased 
from 6,239 to 5,709. I t may be that more white children than Negro and 
Puerto.Rican children were old enough to move into high school or the white 
children may have transferred to parochial or other non-public schools. 

Age groups 

The age composition of t h i s community in 1957 reveals that t h i s , 
dense ly-set t led community has a more youthful population than most other 
Brooklyn communities. The chi ld and youth proportion of the population 
was high; 37 percent of the t o t a l was under 20 years of age, with 8.8 
percent from 11* through 19 years. Young adults in their twenties formed 
li*.6 percent of the t o t a l ; thus, more than half the population (51.6 per-
cent) was under 30 years of age. On the other hand, only 26 percent was 
1*5 years old or older. 
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In the proportion of res idents under 20, Williamsburg ranks 
third; Canarsie and South Brooklyn-Red Hook are f i r s t and second in t h i s 
respect . The teen-age proportion of the population i s larger only in 
South Brooklyn-Red Hook. In young adults , the rank i s fourth. At the 
other end of the age sca le , Williamsburg ranks f i f t e e n t h in respect of i t s 
aged group. 

Despite the decreases between 1950 and 1957 which a f f e c t e d every 
age group except the 6-13 year o lds , a l l the groups under 20 formed larger 
proportions of the t o t a l in the l a t e r year and a l l groups over 20 years of 
age, except the aged men and women, l o s t proportionately. Presumably, the 
three public housing projects and the newcomers from Puerto Rico, and 
the ir children, contributed to the youthful character of the population.' 

Population of Williamsburg, by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 168,039 100.0 1149,1143 100,0 - 1 1 . 2 

Under 6 years 19,187 11.14 19,073 12.9 - 0 . 6 
6-13 years 20,11414 12.0 23,028 15.14 114.3 
114-19 years 114,2140 8.5 13,0914 8.8 - 8 .0 
20-214 years 114,31U 8 . 5 10,1483 7.0 -26 .8 
25-29 years 15,221 9 . 1 11,3149 7.6 -25.14 
30-1414 years 39,775 23.7 32,969 22.1 - 1 7 . 1 
145-614 years 33,623 20.0 27,936 18.7 - 1 6 . 9 
65 years and over 11,535 6.8 11,211 7.5 - 2.8 

Sex d i s tr ibut ion: Numerically, the sexes are almost in balance i n 
th i s neighborhood. As the fo l lowing tabulation ind ica te s , the usual small 
excess ״f males i s evident among children under 114 in both years but the 
ra t io of males to females i s high in comparison with the borough-eWide r a t i o s 
among the older res idents a l so . That the men exceeded the women in both 
census years among the persons 65 years old or older i s notable; the surplus 
was marked i n 1950 when there a l so were more middle-aged men than women; no 
i n s t i t u t i o n for the aged i s known to be in t h i s area. 

Population of Williamsburg, by age group and sex, 
and ra t io of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1957 Census 1950 Census 
Males per 

100 females 

98.6 
Male Female 

102.9 
105.1 

99.3 
89.7 
99.9 
93.3 
98.8 

100.8 

714,057 75,086 

Males per 
100 females 

98.8 

Male Female 

9,399 
11,229 

6,570 
5,526 
5,677 
7,053 
14,050 
5,582 

9,6714 
11,799 

6,5214 
11,957 
5,672 

15,916 
13,886 

5,629 

101.9 
101.7 

97.2 
9h.h 
92.U 
911.7 

102.9 
107.9 

9,501 
9,986 
7 , 2 2 2 
7,363 
7,913 

2 0 , U 3 0 
16,575 

5,5149 

9,686 
10,158 

7,018 
6,951 
7,308 

19,3U5 
17,0U8 

5,986 

Age group 

Al l ages 83,500 814,539 

Under 6 years 
6-13 years 
114-19 years 
20-214 years 
25-29 years 
30-1414 years 
145-614 years 
65 years and over 
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Other population charac ter i s t i c s : 1950 

With the sharp and rapid r i s e in the number of Puerto Rican 
res idents , the growth, though l e s s marked, in the Negro community, and the 
l o s s of a third of the white res idents , the socio-economic data from the 
1950 Census cannot be considered to be character i s t i c of the 1957 or 1959 
population. The se lec ted information given here, however, does o f f e r a 
p a r t i a l picture of the community to which these changes have occurred. 

Economic s ta tus : On the bas i s of the median family income 
received by fami l i e s during 19149, the Williamsburg fami l i e s were l e s s we l l 
o f f economically than the fami l i e s in certa in communities - Bay Ridge, 
Gravesend or East New York, for example. On the other hand, f ami l i e s in 
Health Areas 5, 6 and 7 had higher incomes than many of the South Brooklyn-
Red Hook f a m i l i e s , or the fami l i e s in certa in sect ions of other communities. 

The 19149 median income for the borough was $3,1447 and none of the 
Williamsburg areas approached t h i s l e v e l . The lowest median was $2,533 f o r 
Health Area 16 and, excluding Health Areas 5, 6 and 7, the range was from 
$2,652 in Health Area 17 to $2,977 in Health Area 8. The medians for the 
fami l i e s in Health Areas 5, 6 and 7 ranged from $3,001 to $3,152. The 
medians for indiv iduals not l i v i n g with r e l a t i v e s ranged from $750 in 
Health Area 15 to $1,21414 in Health Area 6. 

Educational l e v e l : The median school years completed by a l l 
white Brooklyn res idents 25 years old and over in 1950 was 8 .9; the median 
f o r nonwhites was 8.14 years . In Williamsburg, t h e l e v e l was lower, 
poss ib ly r e f l e c t i n g lack of opportunity f o r formal schooling experienced by 
some of the foreign-born and Puerto Rican adults . More than three-fourths 
of the 1950 Puerto Rican res idents had been born on that i s land. The 
median years of school completed by white adults was 7.14 and 7.8 in Health 
Areas 16 and 17 and from 8 . 2 to 8.14 y ״ ars in a l l other areas except Health 
Area 5; there the median was highest - 8.8 years . ' Health Areas 16 and 17 
were the only sect ions with s u f f i c i e n t nonwhite adults to o f f e r a base for 
computing medians; the f i gures were 6 . 1 and 6 .7 years. 

Family groups: Almost 95 percent of the 1950 res idents l i ved in 
family groups and a l l but 2,125 l i v e d i n ordinary households - alone or 
with others. Some 1 4 1 4 , 6 7 5 f ami l i e s included 38,835 married couples but 13 
percent of the fami l i e s were composed of other re lated groups. One parent 
with children under 20 years of age would be among these 5,8140 f a m i l i e s . 
But one parent, l i v i n g with adult chi ldren, groups of brothers and s i s t e r s , 
e t c . , would also be included. 

Assistance and heal th data 

Public ass i s tance: The recently published preliminary analys i s 
of ass i s tance cases by heal th area of residence g ives a t o t a l of 3,7143 
Williamsburg cases receiving ass is tance checks on March 2, 1959. This 
count which includes a l l forms of ass i s tance represents 8 .6 percent of the 
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Brooklyn t o t a l , whereas the community's April 1957 population was only 5 .7 
percent of the borough's population. The relat ionship between these two 
percentages i s an extremely crude measurement; an assistance case may con-
s i s t of one person on the old-age assistance r o l l s or a large family; 
furthermore, the s i ze and composition of the population may have changed in 
two years. I f , as seems probable, the population has decreased the crude 
measure understates,rather than overstates , the extent of f inancia l depend-
ency. 

Two components of the to ta l caseload were separately tabulated: 
the general assistance (home r e l i e f ) cases numbered 614.2, or 12 percent of 
the borough cases, and the 1,517 Williamsburg fami l ies receiving aid to 
dependent children constituted 9.7 percent of a l l such cases in Brooklyn. 
The balance of the cases - 1,5814 - were receiving old age or blind a s s i s t -
ance or aid to the disabled. 

Health indices: Infant mortality rates for the year 1957 reveal 
a wide range among the eight Williamsburg health areas. Infant deaths per 
1,000 l i v e births ranged from 16.1 in Health Area 7 to 30.3 in Health Area 
9. The rate f o r the borough was 25.2; four of t h i s community's health 
areas had rates below the borough rate and four had higher rates . 

The venereal disease cases l i v ing in the community newly reported 
to the Health Department in 1957 numbered 383. The rates computed on the 
1957 population ranged from a low of 99.6 in Health Area 7 to a high of 
516.8 per 100,000 in Health Area 16. The rates for Health Areas 5, 6, 8 
and 9 varied from 172.5 to 279.0 - a l l below the borough-wide rate of 308.14. 
The rates for Health Areas 15 and 17 were 316.14 and 360.9. 

Active tuberculosis cases registered with the Department of Health 
and l iv ing in th i s community decreased from 237 on December 31, 1956 to 218 
on December 31, 1958. These cases constituted 7.6 percent of the 1956 cases 
in the borough and 8.5 percent of the 1958 t o t a l . The rates per 1,000 per-
sons calculated on the 1957 population are 1.59 and 1.146. These, of course, 
are crude rates of prevalence. 

Delinquency rates 

The Youth Board's special area cal led "Williamsburg" covers t h i s 
entire community except Health Area 9. In 1951, when the delinquency rate 
for Brooklyn calculated on the 1950 population was 114.7 per 1,000 popula-
t ion from 6-20 years of age, the rates f o r the e ight Williamsburg areas 
varied from a low of 10.2 (H.A. 5) to a high of 25.5 (H.A. 17), with the 
rates in f i v e areas exceeding the borough rate . The 1957 rates , based on 
the 1957 Census, ranged from 18.9 per 1,000 (H.A. 8) to 67.6 (H.A. 16). 
The cases in 1958 when related to the 1957 population base give rates of 
from 26.1 to 148.8 in Health Areas 5, 7, 8 and 9 but from 65.5 to 98.14 in 
Health Areas 6, 15, 16 and 17. For Brooklyn as a whole the 1957 rate was 
33.14 and the 1958 rate 141.2 per 1,000 children and youth. 
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Housing 

The count of dwelling units in t h i s community has been declining 
since 1950 when the Census of Housing enumerated 50,175• The City 
Planning Department's count for 1955-56 was down to 147 , 937 and by 1957-58 
to 146,303; these counts tend to overstate the actual supply of housing 
since units under construction, even at an early stage, are included. As 
noted in the discussion of population changes, demolition for industrial 
purposes, for the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway and for public housing pro-
j e c t s have a l l played a part in the downward movement. 

When the land use survey was made in 1955-56 about 69 percent 
of the res ident ia l acres was devoted to multi-family dwellings; walk-up 
apartments accounted for 614 percent, elevator apartments for 5• Two-family 
houses occupied 23 percent; one-family houses, mostly attached or row 
houses, occupied not quite 8 percent of the acreage. Apparently, there has 
been l i t t l e , i f any, construction, except the public projects described 
below. The characterist ics of the housing derived from the 1950 Census 
probably are s t i l l descriptive of the housing which remains, with due 
allowance for deterioration. B^t i t i s poss ible that demolition for public 
housing or industr ia l purposes has destroyed some of the housing which was 
l e a s t desirable i n 1950. 

Characteristics in 1950? Of the 50,175 dwelling uni t s , 149,130 
were occupied in 1950; 14,8214 or not quite 10 percent were occupied by their 
owners. One- or two-family houses accounted for 7,267 un i t s , or 15 percent 
of the t o t a l occupied. About 5 .5 percent of the units were c l a s s i f i e d as 
overcrowded and 17 percent as dilapidated or without proper bath and t o i l e t 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

Public housing projects: This densely-sett led and highly jndus-
t r ia l i z ed community, not unnaturally, was se lected as the s i t e of one of 
the e a r l i e s t , pre-war, Federally-sponsored, slum clearance projects -
Williamsburg Houses. I t s twenty buildings with 1,630 apartments completed 
in 1938 have housed some 5,700 persons since then. The pol icy of construc-
t ion on vacant land during the years immediately following the war delayed 
additional projects unt i l the 1950's. Cooper Park Houses, a smaller 
Federal project , was completed in 1953 and the f i r s t section of the State-
sponsored Sumner Houses in October 1956; Sumner Houses extends into the 
adjacent Bedford-Stuyvesant area. 

On June 17, 1959, the Housing Authority announced that i t would 
accept applications for apartments in the f i r s t of i t s combined low- and 
medium-rent housing developments - the State-subsidized Bushwick Houses 
with 1,220 apartments and the City-sponsored Hylan Houses of 208 apart-
ments. A community center, open to residents of both projects as well as 
to other neighborhood residents w i l l o f f er a large meeting room, club and 
arts and c r a f t s rooms, a workshop for adults and teen-agers and special 
f a c i l i t i e s for the aged. Additional playground f a c i l i t i e s were being 
planned in October 1958. 
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At Bushwick Houses, the apartments w i l l range in s i z e from 2 t o 7§ 
rooms, while monthly renta ls ( including u t i l i t i e s ) w i l l run from $52 t o $90, 
depending on s i z e and l o c a t i o n . Maximum family income a t admission range 
from $3,71*1* f o r one person to $8,061* f o r fami l i e s of nine or more. The f i r s t 
apartments are expected to be ready for tenants by mid-October, 

Hylan Houses, where the rooms are larger and the apartments from 
2 to rooms in s i z e , w i l l rent for from $71 to $127 a month, exc lus ive of 
gas and e l e c t r i c i t y . The maximum income a t admission i s e s tab l i shed a t 
15,688 for one person and $9,036 f o r fami l i e s of f i v e or more. V i s i t o r s 
w i l l be admitted to the inner lobby through a tenant-control led buzzer 
system. The f i r s t apartments in t h i s bui lding are expected to be open for 
occupancy about September 1 , 

The f i v e projects in operation or about to open are l i s t e d here: 

1 . Bushwick Houses - State project 

S i t e : Humboldt S tree t t o Bushwick Avenue, 
Moore Street to Flushing Avenue (H.A, 16) 

Tenant appl icat ions opened June, 1959 
Dwelling units - 1,220; estimated population - 4,681*3 

persons per acre - 293j 1* bui ldings of 13 s t o r i e s 
and I* of 20 s t o r i e s ; part of combined low- and 
medium-rent project with Hylan Housesa 

Community center in common with Hylan Houses a t t h i s s i t e , 

2 . Cooper Park Houses - Federal project 

1*0 Debevoise Avenue (H«A. 9) 
S i t e s Frost Street to Maspeth Avenue, 

Morgan t o Kingsland Avenues 
Completed June 1953 
Dwelling uni ts - 700; estimated population - 2,657j 

persons per acre - 219j 11 bui ldings of 
7 s t o r i e s 

Average monthly rent per room on Jan. 1  ־ $11.1*8 1959 ,

3 . John F, Hylan Houses - City pro jec t , Part IV 

S i t e : Humboldt Street to Bushwick Avenue, 
S i ege l t o Moore Stree t s (H.A, 16) 

Tenant appl icat ions opened June 17, 1959 
Dwelling uni t s - 205; estimated population - 712; 

one bui ld ing of 19 s t o r i e s ; part of combined 
low- and medium-rent project ; see Bushwick Houses 
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it• Sumner Houses - State project 

20 Lewis Avenue (H.A. 17 and 19) 
S i te : Park to Myrtle Avenues, 

Lewis to Throop Avenues 
Section I completed October 1956 
Section I I opened ear ly in 1958j completed April 1958-
Dwelling units - 1,098} estimated population - It,103$ 

persons per acre - 183j 13 buildings of 7 or 
12 s tor i e s 

Average monthly rent per room on Jan, 1 , 1959 - $13*60. 

5 , Williamsburg Houses - Federal project 

176 Maujer Street (H.A, 8 and 15) 
S i t e : Leonard Street t o Bushwick Avenue, 

Maujer to Scholes Streets 
Completed April 1938 
Dwelling units - 1,630} estimated population - 5,7UU} 

persons per acre - 21*6} 20 buildings of It s tor ie s 
Average monthly rent per room on Jan, 1 , 1959 - $lit.5U. 

Two additional public projects which w i l l be located wholly or 
p a r t i a l l y in Williamsburg are in the planning stage: 

1 , Johnathan 1Tilliams Houses - State project 

S i t e : Division Avenue to Broadway, 
Roebling Street to Marcy Avenue (H«A, 6) 

Dwelling units - 575 (10-20 percent for aged) 
Approved by City Planning Commission, State Housing 

Commissioner and Board of Estimate in March 1958, 

2 , Tompkins Houses - Federal project 

S i tes Park to Myrtle Avenues, 
Tompkins to Throop Avenues (H.A. 17 and 18) 

Dwelling units - 1,180 
Contract with Federal Housing Authority 

signed October 1958. 

T i t l e I program: The Mayor's Committee on Slum Clearance in a 
report published in the New York Times of July 20, 1959 s tates that a 
T i t l e I project Lindsay Park has been moved from the "future" program to 
the "advanced planning stage." The s i t e w i l l be bounded by Montrose and 
Manhattan Avenues and Broadway and Union Avenue. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITŶ / 

Day Nurseries^ Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. C h a r i t o t Day Nursery 
(Operated by Y.M. and Y.W.H.A. of Will iamsburg, I n c . ) 
575 Bedford Avenue 

Preschool ch i l d r en 
n/ 

2. F i r s t Hebrew Day Nursery and Neighborhood House, Inc.^=׳ 
221 Div i s ion Avenue 

Preschool ch i l d r en and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of c h i l d r e n 
6-8 yea r s . 

3. Neighborhood Day Nursery 
Williamsburg Houses 
222 Graham Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

4. Sumner C h i l d r e n ' s Center 
(Operated by Brooklyn Kindergar ten Socie ty) 
Sumner Houses 
860 Park Avenue, Bui lding 1 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

Other ausp ices 

None 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices 

1. Brooklyn Catho l ic Youth Organ iza t ion : Bui lders f o r Youth, I n c . 
T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n Center , T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n Roman Ca tho l i c Church 
Marcy Avenue and Hooper S t r e e t 

Group work se rv ice fo r t eenage r s , 13-20 years of age, i n 
coopera t ion with the New York C i t y Youth Board.3/Groups a re 
scheduled a t convenience of group and agency but g e n e r a l l y 
evenings and weekends. 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e rv i ce s loca ted i n t h i s community, al though 
s e r v i c e i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted 
e lsewhere . 

2 / This nursery w i l l opera te the ch i ld care cen te r i n a nearby 
housing p r o j e c t when the p r o j e c t i s completed. 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - continued 

2 . Brooklyn Publ ic L ib ra ry 

Leonard Branch 
81 Devoe S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s P i c t u r e Book Hour on Thursday and f i lms fo r 
c h i l d r e n two Fr idays a month. 

Williamsburg Branch 
240 Div i s ion Avenue 

Regional branch fo r Williamsburg a rea . Book c o l l e c t i o n 
inc ludes spec ia l group of Yiddish t i t l e s . F a c i l i t i e s 
inc lude an auditorium with s tage and two club rooms. 

3. Education, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

Af t e r - s choo l Centers serve ch i ld ren of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , dramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
spec ia l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of soc i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers : Centers opera t ing i n pa r tne r sh ip 
with the New York Ci ty Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide se rv i ces 
s i m i l a r to those descr ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These cen te r s accept ch i ld ren from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni ts and community agencies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Cooper Park Houses: Evening Community Center 
76 Kingsland Avenue 

Center open evenings Monday through Fr iday, Recrea t ion se rv ice 
f o r teenagers subs id ized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board.•2/ 

Eas te rn D i s t r i c t High School: Evening Community Center 
Marcy Avenue and Rodney S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Thursday evenings. 

3 / The cen te r s subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board accept 
c h i l d r e n from the R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agencies and by 
d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S . 16: All-Day Neighborhood School: Evening Community Center 
157 Wilson S t r e e t 

I n t e g r a t e d program of educat ion and r e c r e a t i o n . 
Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 17: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Driggs Avenue and North F i f t h S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Thursday. 

P .S . 19: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
South Third and Keap S t r e e t s 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday, Fr iday and Sunday. 

P .S . 49: Evening Community Center 
223 Graham Avenue 

Open Monday through Friday evenings. 

J .H .S . 50: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
183 South Third S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday . 

P .S . 59: Fu l l - t ime Community Center 
Throop and Park Avenues 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Saturday. 
Subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board.3/ 

P .S . 122: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
68-84 Har r i son Avenue 

P.S. 132: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
320 Manhattan Avenue 

P .S . 141: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
47 Leonard S t r e e t 

P .S . 147: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
325 Bushwick Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

P .S . 168: Evening Community Center 
94 Throop Avenue 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Fr iday evenings. 

J .H .S . 196: Fu l l - t ime Community Center 
207 Bushwick Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday; a f t e r n o o n program 
Monday through Saturday . Recrea t ion s e r v i c e f o r teenagers 
subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board.3/ 



Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

4. Parks , Department o f , Ci ty of New York^/ 

Cooper Park Playground 
Maspeth and Morgan Avenues, Olive and Sharon S t r e e t s 

Playground, f i e l d house with playrooms, 2 baske tba l l and 
4 horseshoe p i t ch ing c o u r t s , t ab l e t e n n i s , S o f t b a l l f i e l d . 
Recrea t iona l l e ade r sh ip . 

Cooper Park Houses, Playground ad j acen t to Fros t S t r e e t 
between Kingsland and Morgan Avenues 

Playground with wading poo l , ba ske tba l l and handbal l 
c o u r t s . Recrea t iona l l e a d e r s h i p . 

LaGuardia Playground 
South Fourth to South F i f t h S t r e e t , Roebling to Havemeyer S t r e e t 

Playgrounds ( 2 ) , handba l l , ba ske tba l l and v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s . 
Recrea t iona l l e a d e r s h i p . 

Lindsay Park Playground 
Johnson Avenue to Boerum S t r e e t , Lorimer to Leonard S t r e e t 

Playground, f i e l d house with playrooms, t ab le t e n n i s , 
b a s k e t b a l l and v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s . Recrea t iona l l e a d e r s h i p . 

McCarren Park 
Nassau Avenue, North Twel f th , Bayard, Leonard and Lorimer S t r e e t s 
(This park i s in the Greenpoint area as wel l as i n Williamsburg) 

Outdoor swimming pool , a t h l e t i c f i e l d vdth running t r a c k , 
locker f a c i l i t i e s , 2 baseba l l and s o f t b a l l diamonds, soccer 
f i e l d , 14 t enn i s cou r t s ; b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l and 16 hand-
b a l l c o u r t s ; 4 boccie c o u r t s , shu f f l eboa rd and horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g c o u r t s , r o l l e r and i c e ska t ing a reas , playground 
with wading pool , f i e l d house with playrooms. Leadership . 

McKibbin Playground 
McKibbin,White and Seige l S t r e e t s 
(Operates vdth playground across White S t r e e t ; f a c i l i t i e s are 
f o r both p r o p e r t i e s ) 

Playground with wading poo l , f i e l d house with playrooms, s o f t -
b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , shuf f l eboard and horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g c o u r t s ; r o l l e r hockey and r o l l e r ska t ing a r e a s , 
t ab l e t e n n i s . Recrea t iona l l e ade r sh ip . 

4 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k indergar ten swings, 
l a rge and k indergar ten s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exe rc i se u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool <5r shower-spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Sergeant Wm. Dougherty Playground 
Vandervoort Avenue, Cherry and Anthony S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house with playrooms, 
baske tba l l and handbal l cou r t s , t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e ska t ing 
a r ea . Recrea t iona l l e ade r sh ip . 

Williamsburg Bridge Playground 
Wythe Avenue to Berry S t r e e t , South F i f t h to South S ix th S t r e e t 

Playground, f i e l d house with playrooms; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l 
and v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s ; t a b l e t e n n i s . 

Williamsburg Houses Playground 
Scholes S t r e e t , Manhattan Avenue to Graham Avenue 

Playgrounds ( 2 ) , wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , 8 handbal l and 
3 shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; i ce and r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r 
hockey a r e a s . Recrea t iona l l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playgrounds a d j a c e n t to Brooklyn Queens Expressway 
Metropol i tan and Marcy Avenues (1) 
Rodney and Grand S t r e e t s (1) 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground a t each s i t e . 

Playground 
Bedford Avenue between South Ninth S t r e e t and Div i s ion Avenue 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground and wading poo l , b a s k e t b a l l and 
handbal l c o u r t s . Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Kent and Classon Avenues 

Playground; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and horseshoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s . 

Playground, a d j a c e n t to P.S. 16 
Wilson S t r e e t , Bedford Avenue, Taylor S t r e e t and Lee Avenue 

Playground, s o f t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Lee Avenue between Lynch and Middleton S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , 4 handba l l , v o l l e y b a l l , 
shuf f l eboard and paddle t enn i s c o u r t s ; i c e ska t ing a r e a . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 59 and Sumner Houses 
Park and Throop Avenues 
(Operated j o i n t l y with Board of Education) 

Playground; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; 
s o f t b a l l f i e l d . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 
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5. School Set t lement Assoc ia t ion , I nc . 
120 Jackson S t r e e t 

A t h l e t i c s , c lubs , c r a f t s , music, dancing, dramat ics , cooking, 
t r i p s ; day camp i n summer. 

6 . Williamsburg Set t lement 
17-19 Montrose Avenue 

Clubs, c l a s s e s , a t h l e t i c s , d ramat ics , woodworking, a r t s and 
c r a f t s , music, Engl ish and c i t i z e n s h i p c l a s s e s , summer day 
camp, adu l t c lubs , photography, home economics, sewing, 
music school . 
Group work s e rv i ce s subsidized by the New York C i ty 
Youth Board.3/ 

7 . Young I s r a e l of Brooklyn 
563 Bedford Avenue 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
inc lud ing c lubs , scou t s , e t c . Saturday a f te rnoon s t o r y t e l l i n g 
and s inging fo r ch i ld ren under s ix yea r s . 

8 . Young I s r a e l of Bushwick 
143 McKibbin S t r e e t 

A c t i v i t i e s same as f o r Young I s r a e l of Brooklyn (above) . 

9 . Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Grea te r New York: Eas te rn 
D i s t r i c t Branch 
179 Marcy Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s c o n s i s t of audi tor ium, gymnasium, swimming pool , 
c r a f t s room, lounge, game and c lub rooms, indoor •exercise rooms 
running t r a c k , handbal l c o u r t s . A c t i v i t i e s inc lude boys' c lubs 
t rack meets, adu l t c lubs , teenage and a d u l t soc i a l dances; 
phys ica l department. 

10. Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew Assoc ia t ion of Williamsburg 
575 Bedford Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude gymnasium, pool , exe rc i se rooms, steam room, 
audi tor ium, c lub and game rooms, th ree soc i a l h a l l s , b i l l i a r d 
room, a r t s and c r a f t s and ceramic shop, photography dark room. 
Agency provides adu l t educat ion, a r t s and c r a f t s , phys ica l 
educa t ion , adu l t and youth c lubs , dramat ics , photography, 
a d u l t forums, dance c l a s s e s , va r ious s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t i e s . 
Group wark se rv i ces a re subs id ized by the New York C i ty Youth 
Board. 
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Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew Assoc. - continued 

Good Neighbors Club provides a va r ied program of r e c r e a t i o n 
f o r men and women 55 years of age and over: d i s cus s ion groups, 
fo lk dancing, h a n d i c r a f t s , music a p p r e c i a t i o n , e t c . Lunch 
i s served. Meets Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday from 2:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Other vo lun ta ry agencies . . 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts,2/the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ies . Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t in most Roman Ca tho l i c churches 
but the number of s p o r t s and age groups served vary from 
p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t in severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Serv ices 

Health Department o f , C i t y of Now York: Child Health S t a t i o n s 

Cooper Park Houses 
288 F ros t S t r e e t 

Sumner Houses 
47 Sumner Avenue 

Will iamsburg-Greenpoint Heal th Center 
151 Maujer S t r e e t 

Mental Health Serv ices 

Coordinated Community Mental Heal th C l i n i c s of Brooklyn, I n c . 
Will iamsburg-Greenpoint Mental Heal th C l i n i c 
Williamsburg-Greenpoint Heal th Center 
151 Maujer S t r e e t 

P s y c h i a t r i c study and t rea tment f o r persons 15 years of age 
and over r e s id ing in the Will iamsburg-Greenpoint Heal th 
D i s t r i c t . 

5 / This community f a l l s wi th in Specia l Area I I of the G i r l Scout Council 
of Grea te r New York which i s descr ibed i n the l i s t of borough-wide 
"Recrea t ion and Group Work Services" i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



Other C l i n i c s ^ / 

Hospi ta l - 7 c l i n i c s 

1. Greenpoint H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , Ci ty of New Ycrk 
300 Skillman Avenue 

Al lergy (R), a r t h r i t i s , card iac (R), d e n t a l , dermatology, 
d i a b e t i c (R); ea r , nose and t h r o a t ! eye (R), f r a c t u r e (R), 
g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), gen i t ou r ina ry , gynecology, medical , 
neurology (R), or thopedic (R), p e d i a t r i c , phys ica l therapy (R), 
p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , s u r g i c a l , v a s c u l a r , venereal d i s e a s e s . 

2 . S t . C a t h e r i n e ' s Hosp i t a l 
133 Bushwick Avenue 

Ou tpa t i en t Department 

C l i n i c s under o the r auspices 

1. Heal th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York: Williamsburg-Greenpoint 
D i s t r i c t Health Center 
151 Maujer S t r e e t 

Cancer, eye and den ta l ( f o r ch i ld ren r e f e r r e d by school 
doctor or nurse ) , t u b e r c u l o s i s . 

Dental c l i n i c s fo r ch i l d r en a t the fol lowing schools: 
P .S . 16, 157 Wilson S t r e e t 
P .S . 59, Throop and Park Avenues 
P .S . 141, 47 Leonard S t r e e t 
P .S . 168, 94-96 Throop Avenue 

2 . Williamsburg Set t lement 
17-19 Montrose Avenue 

Dental c l i n i c f o r ch i l d r en under 16 years who are members of 
the Se t t l ement . 

6 / The des igna t ion (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from 
another c l i n i c or u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 

7 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c and voluntary h o s p i t a l s in Brooklyn i s 
included i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e rv i ce s contained i n the 
I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^/ 

Family Se rv i ce . Child Guidance and Related S e r v i c e s ^ 

1. New York Ci ty Youth Board 
Al l of t h i s community with the except ion of Heal th Area 9 
i s i n the Youth Board 's Williamsburg Area. 

Upper Williamsburg R e f e r r a l Uni t 
1193 Dean S t r e e t . 

Serves c h i l d r e n and young people 5-21 years of age r e f e r r e d 
through schools and o the r community agencies , and a l so by 
d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n - diagnoses t h e i r need fo r s e r v i c e and 
makes appropr ia te r e f e r r a l s to t rea tment r e sou rces . 

The voluntary treatment servicesA2/in contract with the Youth 
Board in th i s area are as fol lows: 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Soc ie ty : 

Family Service and C h i l d r e n ' s Div i s ion 
Brooklyn Juven i l e Guidance Cente r , I nc . 
Ca tho l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, I n c . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Jewish Family Serv ice : Brooklyn Consu l t a t ion Center 
Jewish Hospi ta l of Brooklyn, D iv i s ion of P e d i a t r i c P s y c h i a t r y , 

Child Guidance C l i n i c 
Sa lva t i on Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

Council of Socia l and A t h l e t i c Clubs: Williamsburg Unit 
Williamsburg Set t lement 
17-19 Montrose S t r e e t 

Provides soc ia l s e rv i ce s to s e l e c t e d u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t 
c lubs i n the a r ea . 

8 / T h i s l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca ted w i t h i n the a r ea . 

9 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e 
serving the e n t i r e borough are l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 

10/ These agencies a l l have one o f f i c e serving the e n t i r e borough ( see 
foo tno te 9 ) . 



continued Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services -

2. Po l i ce Department, C i ty of New York: Juven i l e Aid Bureau 
This community i s served by two o f f i c e s of the Juven i l e 
Aid Bureau a t the fol lowing l o c a t i o n s : 

P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House, 421 Empire Boulevard, serves most 
of t h i s community except f o r the area south of Broadway. 
P r e c i n c t 79 S t a t i o n House, 627 Gates Avenue, serves r e s i d e n t s 
of the po r t ion of t h i s community t h a t l i e s south of Broadway. 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and provides 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e s o c i a l t reatment f o r j u v e n i l e de l inquen t s . 

3. Welfare , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 
This community i s served by two d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of the 
Department of Welfare a t the fol lowing l o c a t i o n s : 

Williamsburg Welfare Center ( se rves a l l but Health Area 9 and 
the s ec t ions of Heal th Areas 16 and 17 t h a t l i e e a s t of Broadway). 
749 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

Brownsvil le Welfare Center ( se rves Health Area 9 and sec t ions 
of Health Areas 16 and 17 t h a t l i e e a s t of Broadway). 
163 Bradford S t r e e t 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den ta l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement se rv ices fo r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
se rv i ce fo r f a m i l i e s with ch i ld ren when mother i s i ncapac i -
t a t ed and p a r t - t i m e se rv ice f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 
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SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A, PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Public School 16 ־1
157 Wilson Street 

2 . Public School 17 
208 N. 5th Street 

3 . Public School 18 
101 Maujer Street 

4 . Public School 19 
325 S.3rd Street 

5 . Public School 24 
35 Arion Place 

6 . Public School 36 
251 Stagg Street 

7. Public School and Junior High School 49 
223 Graham Avenue 

8. Junior High School 50 
183 S. 3rd Street 

9. Public School 59 
Throop and Park Avenues 

10. Public School 122 
68-84 Harrison Avenue 

11. Public School 132 
320 Manhattan Avenue 

12. Public School 141 
47 Leonard Street 

13. Public School 147 
325 Bushwick Avenue 

14. Public School 168 
94-96 Throop Avenue 

15. Junior High School 196 
207 Bushwick Avenue 

* Public School 148 
185 E l l ery Street 

*Building being modernized, 
expected t o reopen i n 1959J 
c l a s s e s are held In other schools . 



B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1 . A l l Saints Parish School 
58 Whipple Street 

2• Annunciation Parish School 
6k Havemeyer Street 

3• Epiphany Parish School 
98 S.Ninth Street 

iu Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Parish School 
189 Leonard Street 

5• Most Holy T r i n i t y Parish School 
157 Graham Avenue 

 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish School <־6
277 N. 8th Street 

7 . S t e Cec i l ia Parish School 
Boys* Department? 2 N-, Henry Street 
Gir ls 1 Department: 21 Monitor Street 

8 . S t , Nicholas Parish School 
287 Powers Street 

9 . Transfiguration Parish School 
267 Hewes Street 

Jewish 

1 . Bais Yaakov School of Williamsburg 
125 Heyward Street 

2 . Bnoth Yacob 
60 Cook Street 

3 . Kehilath Yaakov 
6%k Bedford Aveme 

U• Ti fereth Bnai Mordecai 
353 S,2nd Street 
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B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Jewish - continued 

5 . United Talmudical Academy, Torah V'yirah 
120 Johnson Avenue (95 Boerum Street ) 

6 . Yeshivah Arugath Habosem 
310 S .F irs t Street 

7 . Yeshivah Torah Vadaath 
206 Wilson Street 

8. Yesode Hatorah 
20U Keap Street 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God 

1. Asamblea De Dios P e n t e c o s t a l 
328 Bushwick Avenue 

2 . Calvary P e n t e c o s t a l Church ( I t a l i a n ) 
52 Troutman S t r e e t 

3 . I g l e s i a C r i s t i a n a P e n t e c o s t a l 
658 Wythe Avenue 

4 . I g l e s i a de Dios Hispana 
118 E l l e r y S t r e e t 

5 . I g l e s i a J e r i c o 
815 Flushing Avenue 

6 . I g l e s i a "La Luz Del Mundo" 
185 South Ninth S t r e e t 

7 . I g l e s i a P e n t e c o s t a l Misionera 
248 South Second S t r e e t 

8 . P e n t e c o s t a l Church of God 
706 Park Avenue 

9 . Ukra in ian P e n t a c o s t a l Church 
248 South Second S t r e e t 

B a p t i s t 

10. F i r s t I t a l i a n B a p t i s t Church 
140-144 Devoe S t r e e t 

11. I g l e s i a B a u t i s t a Miss ionara 
596 Wythe Avenue 

12. Independent B a p t i s t Church 
125 E l l e r y S t r e e t 

13. L i t t l e Zion B a p t i s t Church 
50 Moore S t r e e t 

14. Spanish Independent B a p t i s t Church 
125 E l l e r y S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES ־ continued 

Church of God 

15. Followers of C h r i s t 
328 Bushwick Avenue 

16. Williamsburgh Mission 
105 Knickerbocker Avenue 

Di sc ip l e s of C h r i s t 

17. S t . f h i l l i p s Church 
122 Throop Avenue 

18. S ina i C h r i s t i a n Church 
248 Hopkins S t r e e t 

19. Williamsburg C h r i s t i a n Church 
Lee Avenue and Keap S t r e e t 

Lutheran 

20. S t . John the Evange l i s t Lutheran Church (MO) 
195 Maujer S t r e e t 

21. S t . Mark Lutheran Church (MO) (German and English) 
626 Bushwick Avenue 

22. S t . Matthew Lutheran Church (UL) (Engl i sh and German) 
197 North F i f t h S t r e e t 

23. S t . Paul Lutheran Church (UL) 
334 South F i f t h S t r e e t 

P r e sby t e r i an 

24. Ains l ie -Greenpoin t P r e sby t e r i an Church 
211 A i n s l i e S t r e e t 

25. Spanish-American Mission 
70 Morrel l S t r e e t 

Other 

26. Calvary Church (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
52 Troutman S t r e e t 

27. F i r s t Spanish (Free Methodist) Church 
161 Taylor S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Other - cont inued 

28. Holy T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n Church (Orthodox-Russian) 
228 North Twelf th S t r e e t 

29. House of P rayer f o r Al l People ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
756 Park Avenue 

30. L i thuan ian P r o t e s t a n t Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
197 Maujer S t r e e t 

31. South Third S t r e e t Methodis t Church 
411 South Third S t r e e t 

32. Spanish Seventh-Day Advent i s t Church of Brooklyn 
165 Humboldt S t r e e t 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1. Al l S a i n t s R. C. Church 
115 Throop Avenue 

2 . Annunciat ion of the Blessed Vi rg in Mary R.C. Church (Li thuanian) 
259 North F i f t h S t r e e t 

3 . Epiphany R. C. Church 
96 South Ninth S t r e e t 

4 . Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vi rg in Mary R. C. Church 
72 Maujer S t r e e t 

5. Most Holy T r i n i t y R. C. Church (German) 
138 Montrose Avenue 

6. Our Lady of Mount Carmel ( I t a l i a n ) R, C. Church 
275 North Eighth S t r e e t 

7 . Our Lady of the Rosary of Pompeii R. C. Church 
225 S iege l S t r e e t 

8 . S t . C e c i l i a R. C. Church 
84 Herbe r t S t r e e t 

r 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES - continued 

9 . S t . Francis of Paola R. C. Church 
219 Conselyea S t r e e t 

10. S t . Mary of the Angels R. C. Church (Luthuanian) 
213 South Fourth S t r e e t 

11. S t . Nicholas (German) R. C. Church 
26 Olive S t r e e t 

12. T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n R. C. Church 
263 Marcy Avenue 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Jewish Congregation 
217 Hewes S t r e e t 

2 . Jewish Congregation 
136 Hooper S t r e e t 

3. Jewish Congregation 
111 Taylor S t r e e t 

4. Adas Yereim (Orthodox) 
Lee Avenue and Roebling S t r e e t 

5. Congregation Adas Yeshurin (Orthodox) 
199 South Second S t r e e t 

6 . Agudath I s r a e l of Williamsburgh(Orthodox) 
616 Bedford Avenue 

7 . Congregation Ahavath I s r a e l Bikur Cholim (Orthodox) 
240 Keap S t r e e t 

8 . Congregation Ahavath Shalom 
98 Scholes S t r e e t 

9 . Ahavath Tora Bei t J icchok (Orthodox) 
657 Bedford Avenue 

10. Congregation Arugath Habosem 
559 Bedford Avenue 

11. Congregation As i f a s I s r a e l 
420 Wallabout S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

12. Congregation Atzei Chaim (Orthodox) 
152 Hewes S t r e e t 

13. Bais Aaron Bais Sholera Mikro Kodesh (Orthodox) 
23 Sumner Avenue 

14. Congregation Bayoner Kloys 
260 Marcy Avenue 

15. Congregation Beth Aaron Koidenow 
11 Beaver S t r e e t 

16. Congregation Beth Hakhneseth Chefetz Chaim 
Congregation Beth Jacob Anshe Sholom (Orthodox) 
Congregation Beth Sholom 
284 Rodney S t r e e t 

17. Congregation Beth Hakneseth Chevra Anshe Sfard 
274 Keap S t r e e t 

18. Congregation Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol 
46 Moore S t r e e t 

19. Congregation Beth Jacob 
143 South Eighth S t r e e t 

20. Congregation Beth Jacob Zichron Joseph 
262 Union Avenue 

21. Congregation Beth Talmud Torah 
61-65 Meserole S t r e e t 

22. Congregation Bikur Cholim Hyman Joseph 
255 Penn S t r e e t 

23. Congregation B 'nai David (Orthodox) 
124 Johnson Avenue 

24. Congregation B 'na i I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
620 Bedford Avenue 

25. Chevra Achuzas Oilom 
228 South Ninth S t r e e t 

26. Congregation Chevra Kadisha (Orthodox) 
93 Moore S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

27. Chevre Liady Nusach Hoary (Orthodox) 
315 Hooper S t r e e t 

28. Chevra Mishnayoth Gemilath Chasodim Anshe Zedek 
353 South Second S t r e e t 

29. Chevra Rabbi Hyman Hagar 
184 McKibben S t r e e t 

30. Congregation Rabbi Jacob Katz 
16 Moore S t r e e t 

31. Chevra Sfard Anshe Vohlin 
22 Sumner Place 

32. Chevra Shamre Hadath 
233 South Third S t r e e t 

33. Chevra T i f e r e t h I s r a e l Anshe Sfard 
23 S iege l S t r e e t 

34. Community Sons of I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
519 Marcy Avenue 

35. E r s t e Shendishover G a l i z i a n e r Chevra (Orthodox) 
180 Hooper S t r e e t 

36. F i r s t Brooklyn Romanian Congregation (Orthodox) 
224 Hopkins S t r e e t 

37. Hebrew School and Jewish Center of Williamsburg (Orthodox) 
349 Keap S t r e e t 

38. Congregation I s r a e l 
542 Bedford Avenue 

39. Kahl Torath Chaim (Orthodox) 
162 Ross S t r e e t 

40. Congregation Kneseth I s r a e l Kloys 
95 Div i s ion Avenue 

41. Congregation Lechet Yausher 
261 Wallabout S t r e e t 

42. Congregation Machazikei Ernes (Orthodox) 
322 South Fourth S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

43. Mishne Halachoth Gedoloth I n s t i t u t e (Orthodox) 
375 South F i f t h S t r e e t 

44. Congregation Novominsker Rabbi Minchas Puda (Orthodox) 
171 South Ninth S t r e e t 

45. Congregation Ohav Sholom 
19-21 Varet S t r e e t 

46. Congregation Rabbi Rosenbaum 
340 South F i f t h S t r e e t 

47. Congregation Sfard Anshe Poland 
216 Keap S t r e e t 

48. Shotzer Sassower Congregation (Orthodox) 
143 Rodney S t r e e t 

49. Congregation Sh t ipanesh te r Klaus Nussach Sfard 
355 Keap S t r e e t 

50. Congregation S to lne r Shul 
161 Rodney S t r e e t 

51. Congregation T f i l a h Lmoshe (Orthodox) 
86 South Ninth S t r e e t 

52. Congregation of Torah and T e f i l o h (Orthodox) 
132 South Eighth S t r e e t 

53. Yeshiva and Mesivtha Arugath Habosem (Orthodox) 
Rodney and South F i r s t S t r e e t s 

54. Congregation Yetev Lev D'Satmar (Orthodox) 
554 Bedford Avenue 

55. Young I s r a e l of Brooklyn (Orthodox) 
563 Bedford Avenue 

56. Young I s r a e l of Bushwick (Orthodox) 
143 McKibbin S t r e e t 

57. Congregation Z4mach David Chaside Square (Orthodox) 
571 Bedford Avenue 
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BUSHWICK-RIDGEWOOD 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

In g e n e r a l , t h i s "community" r e p r e s e n t s most of the land a rea 
u s u a l l y cons idered to be "Bushwick" and a l so the Brooklyn s e c t i o n of 
"Ridgewood." The more e a s t e r l y s e c t i o n near the Queens-Brooklyn boundary 
l i n e i s p a r t of the Ridgewood community which extends i n t o Queens. The 
Ridgewood P o s t O f f i c e , i n f a c t , s e rves both the Brooklyn and Queens s e c t i o n s 
though i t i s admin is te red by the Brooklyn Pos t O f f i c e . 

Bushwick i s s a i d to have been surveyed by P e t e r S tuyvesan t and the 
o r i g i n a l town of Bushwick was one of the e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t s by the Dutch and 
Germans - about 1636 - which developed and merged i n t o the C i t y of Brooklyn 
but which were f o r many years q u i t e i s o l a t e d from each o t h e r . The o r i g i n a l 
name "Beswijck" o r "Boswijck" meant Town of the Woods; l a t e r i t was co r rup t ed 
to Bushwick. The Ridgewood s e c t i o n i s r e p o r t e d to have been s e t t l e d i n the 
e a r l y e igh teen th cen tu ry by the Eng l i sh , wi th the name de r ived from the 
"Ridge," i t s s a l i e n t topograph ica l f e a t u r e . Will iamsburg was p a r t of the 
Town of Bushwick u n t i l about 1840. 

The boundary which s e p a r a t e s t h i s community from Wil l iamsburg 
extends from the j u n c t i o n of Broadway and Myrt le Avenue along Myr t l e to 
Evergreen Avenue, and t u r n s nor th on Evergreen to meet F lushing Avenue, and 
then fol lows F lush ing to the Queens boundary a t Cypress Avenue. The Queens 
boundary runs down Cypress , S t . Nicho las , Wyckoff and I r v i n g Avenues to 
Chauncey S t r e e t . The Eas t New York-Bushwick boundary - i n o r d e r to i nc lude 
complete h e a l t h a r e a s - fo l lows Chauncey and G r a n i t e S t r e e t s to Broadway, 
Broadway s e p a r a t e s t h i s community from the Bedford-Stuyvesant community. 
Other s t u d i e s have tended to extend "Bushwick" to about Jamaica Avenue i n -
e luding Evergreen Cemetery i n Bushwick. As d e f i n e d h e r e , the community 
i nc ludes Heal th Areas 22, 32, 33, 34 and 35. 

I n g ros s land a r e a , Bushwick-Ridgewood i s the s m a l l e s t of t h e 
twenty Brooklyn communiti4s; i t extends over on ly 1,053 a c r e s ; the d i f f e r -
ence i n s i z e from the o t h e r small communities - Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene 
and Greenpoint - i s only about 25 a c r e s . About 424 ac r e s a r e a l l o t t e d to 
s t r e e t s , l eav ing 629 ac res f o r r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial and o t h e r land u s e s . 

Land use : Of the 629 ac r e s a v a i l a b l e , only 24 o r 3 . 8 p e r c e n t were 
vacant i n 1955-56 when the land use survey was made; 5 of the a c r e s were 
l i c e n s e d auto pa rk ing l o t s . The parks and o t h e r outdoor r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i -
t i e s covered only 14 ac r e s o r a l i t t l e more than 2 pe r cen t of the t o t a l , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , l e s s than 2 pe rcen t but p u b l i c and p r i v a t e f a c i l i t i e s such as 
schoo l s , f i r e and p o l i c e s t a t i o n s , churches and t h r e e i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the 
ca re of aged pe r sons , absorbed 4 . 5 p e r c e n t . 
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Measured i n acreage , commerce and i n d u s t r y a re not of major impor-
t a n c e j the 82 ac r e s u t i l i z e d f o r a l l such purposes amounted i n 1955-56 to 13 
pe r cen t of the 629. But, only s i x of the communities devoted a l a r g e r p r o -
p o r t i o n of t h e i r net acreage to bus iness o p e r a t i o n s . Heavy i n d u s t r i e s 
absorbed 30 pe r cen t of the 82 a c r e s , l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s , ano the r 22 p e r c e n t , 
automobile s t o r age and s e r v i c e s , 23 p e r c e n t , warehouses, 6 p e r c e n t , and the 
r e t a i l s t o r e s , o f f i c e s and o t h e r commercial a c t i v i t i e s about 19 p e r c e n t . 
The i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s a re c h i e f l y i n the nor the rn s e c t i o n along the Long 
I s l a n d R a i l r o a d ' s Evergreen Branch, near the Queens bo rde r . 

P r i m a r i l y t h i s i s a r e s i d e n t i a l community, with homes occupying 
almost t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the space . Although the gross acreage i s l e s s than 
any o t h e r community's, the 469 ac res devoted to housing ranks t h i s a rea as 
t w e l f t h i n r e s i d e n t i a l space. M u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings account f o r somewhat 
more than h a l f (55 pe rcen t ) the r e s i d e n t i a l ac reage , with very few of these 
apartment b u i l d i n g s being equipped with e l e v a t o r s . Two-family houses , a r e 
very common, absorbing 38 p e r c e n t of the r e s i d e n t i a l l and , whi le the one-
fami ly houses , mostly i n rows of a t t ached b u i l d i n g s , cover almost 7 p e r c e n t 
of the l and . 

Desp i t e a downward movement i n popu la t ion s ince 1940, t h i s communi-
t y ranks n in th among the Brooklyn communities in popu la t i on d e n s i t y . On the 
b a s i s of the Apr i l 1957 Census, an average of 245.4 persons l i ved on each 
r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . The communities where the d e n s i t y i s not d i s s i m i l a r a re 
Crown Heights with 251.2 and Sunset Park-Gowanus with 236 .3 persons p e r 
r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . 

Popu la t ion s i z e 

Bushwick-Ridgewood had 115,016 r e s i d e n t s or 4 . 4 pe rcen t of 
Brooklyn ' s popu la t ion i n A p r i l 1957, ranking e leventh among the twenty commu-
n i t i e s i n popu la t i on s i z e . Desp i t e a ne t l o s s of 8,590 r e s i d e n t s - 6 .9 
p e r c e n t - i n comparison with t h e 1950 popu l a t i on of 123,606, the ranking i n 
1957 was one p o s i t i o n h ighe r than i n 1950 because of a g r e a t e r r educ t ion i n 
the popu la t i on of Borough Park-Kensington which ranked e leven th i n 1950. 

The decade from 1940 to 1950 had a l so brought a decrease i n popula-
t i o n though i t was not so l a r g e - about 6,200 pe r sons . The 1940 popu l a t i on 
of 129,830 was the peak f o r t h i s a r e a . I t r ep resen ted a small ga in of 1,280 
persons over the 128,550 enumerated i n 1930. 

C u l t u r a l groups 

1950 Census; This community was almost e n t i r e l y composed of whi tes 
a t t h i s t ime; n a t i v e s ' b o r n on the mainland were the predominant group - over 
t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the t o t a l but the whi tes of f o r e i g n b i r t h accounted f o r 
more than a f i f t h . The nonwhite r e s i d e n t s were n e g l i g i b l e i n number and 
s c a t t e r e d f a i r l y evenly throughout the a r e a . Only 313 Puer to Ricans l i v e d 
w i t h i n the boundar ies , 210 of them i n the neighborhood between Stockholm 
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S t r e e t and Flushing Avenue on the border of Williamsburg (H.A. 22 and 32) . 

Popula t ion of Bushwick-Ridgewood, 
by c u l t u r a l group; 1950 . 

Percent 
Cu l tu r a l group Number of t o t a l 

All c l a s s e s 123.606 100.0 

Cont inenta l na t ive white 96,901 78.4 
Foreign-born white 26,249 21.2 
Puer to Rican 313 0 . 2 
Negro 74 0 . 1 
Other nonwhite races 69 0 . 1 

Although the e a r l y s e t t l e r s were Dutch and German, and i n the 
s Bushwick and Ridgewood were sי1930 t i l l considered to be German-American 
communities, many of German o r i g i n were moving over the borough l i n e i n t o 
the Queens s e c t i o n of Ridgewood, to o the r Queens communities o r to o t h e r 
p a r t s of Long I s l a n d . I t a l i a n s - both f i r s t and second genera t ions -
began moving i n t o these neighborhoods and by 1940, about 55 pe rcen t of the 
fo re ign-born whi tes were from I t a l y , while German-born r e s i d e n t s were only 
23 percen t of t h i s t o t a l . 

By 1950, the I t a l i a n s led the n a t i o n a l i t y groups among the fo r e ign 
born, with 58 pe rcen t of the t o t a l and the German group had decreased to 
16 pe rcen t . Small groups from A u s t r i a , Russ ia , Poland, Hungary and Rumania 
c o n s t i t u t e d not q u i t e 12 percent i n the aggrega te , while those from the 
United Kingdom, E i r e and Canada accounted f o r another 6 p e r c e n t . 

The in format ion a v a i l a b l e from the a n a l y s i s of deaths of white 
persons in 1954 suggests a f a i r l y small Jewish component. The death c e r t i f i -
ca tes fo r whi tes 25 years old or o lde r i n d i c a t e d t h a t about 7 pe rcen t were 
Jewish . 

1957 Census: This cont inues to be a predominantly whi te community 
but the 1957 Census data revea l a sharp r i s e i n the Negro group s ince 1950. 
The increase from 74 to 2 ,825 apparen t ly r e p r e s e n t s an outward movement of 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Negro colonyj a l l but 34 of the Negroes a re i n the 
s ec t ions which border on Broadway, the boundary of Bedford-Stuyvesant . 

Popula t ion of Bushwick-Ridgewood, 
by co lor ; 1957 

Percent 

Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 115,016 100.0 
White 112,107 97.5 
Negro 2,825 2 .4 
Other nonwhite races 84 0 . 1 
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The major change i n the composit ion of the popu la t ion between 
1950 and 1957 i s the i n f l u x of Puer to Ricans. The rough method used to 
e s t i m a t e the s i z e of t h i s group i n a s p e c i f i c community i n d i c a t e s t h a t from 
5,700 to 6,000 were l i v i n g i n Bushwick-Ridgewood by 1957. I f the minimum 
es t ima te i s a c c e p t e d , ! / the Puer to Rican neighbors had become j u s t under 5 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l , with o t h e r whi tes forming j u s t over 92 p e r c e n t , 
Negroes, a l i t t l e over 2 and o t h e r nonwhites, about one- ten th of one p e r -
c e n t . 

There can be no ques t i on of growing c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y i n these 
neighborhoods. To the r e s i d e n t s , f i r s t and second gene ra t i ons , with 
I t a l i a n , German or o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t y backgrounds the r ecen t yea r s have 
added r a t h e r suddenly a s i z a b l e group of Negroes and a l a r g e r group with a 
Spanish c u l t u r e . Apparent ly , a lmost 17,000 of the whi tes who were r e s i -
den t s i n 1950 have moved e lsewhere! one may specu la t e t h a t those leaving 
were the more prosperous f a m i l i e s , perhaps the second or t h i r d or four th 
g e n e r a t i o n of the f a m i l i e s with European backgrounds, and young a d u l t s who 
marr ied and s e t t l e d e lsewhere . The 7 . 5 pe rcen t r educ t ion i n persons in 
the 45-64 year ca tegory and dec reases somewhat g r e a t e r than the borough-
wide l o s s among a d u l t s i n t h e i r twen t i e s support t h i s s p e c u l a t i o n . 

The v a r i e t y of churches i n t h i s area lends conf i rmat ion to the 
mix ture of c u l t u r a l groups - p a s t and p r e s e n t . A Jewish component p r e -
sumably remains s ince the re a re t h r e e synagogues w i t h i n the boundaries -
one Conservat ive and two Orthodox congrega t ions . A l a rge p r o p o r t i o n of the 
r e s i d e n t s must be assumed to be C a t h o l i c , with 6 Ca tho l i c churches (one 
with German se rv i ce s ) and 6 p a r i s h schools . The school data support t h i s 
assumption: i n the f a l l of 1958, of the 18,601 c h i l d r e n !regis tered e i t h e r 
i n the p u b l i c e lementary and j u n i o r high schools or i n the C a t h o l i c p a r i s h 
schools loca ted i n t h i s community, 38 pe rcen t a t tended the Ca tho l i c schoo ls . 

The presence pf P r o t e s t a n t churches i n the area i s more d i f f i c u l t 
to i n t e r p r e t . Denominational churches may be organized f o r r e l a t i v e l y 
small congregat ions o r may remain i n o p e r a t i o n i n a neighborhood al though 
many, or even most, of the members have moved away. The 27 e x i s t i n g 
churches l i s t e d i n the P r o t e s t a n t d i r e c t o r y r e f l e c t the Dutch, German and 
o t h e r n a t i o n a l i t y backgrounds i n the count of 5 Lutheran, a Congregat ional 
and a Reformed church, i n a d d i t i o n to 2 o r 3 churches of each of these 
denominat ions: B a p t i s t , Methodis t , P r e s b y t e r i a n , P r o t e s t a n t Episcopa l , 
United Bre thren and United C h r i s t i a n . There a re a l s o two Assemblies of 
God, one with an I t a l i a n congrega t ion , and a non-denominational church. 
An Orthodox-Ukrainian church i s a l so loca ted i n the community. 

1/ Th i s Puer to Rican es t ima te may be too high i f a s u b s t a n t i a l number of 
the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the l o c a l schools l i v e i n a d j a c e n t communi-
t i e s but no b a s i s f o r ad jus tment i s a v a i l a b l e . One school where Puer to 
Rican s tuden t s a re concen t ra t ed i s on the Will iamsburg border , the second 
i s on the Bedford-Stuyvesant border . See d i s c u s s i o n of school d a t a . 
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Bi r th s t a t i s t i c s : The l i v e b i r t h s to p a r e n t s l i v i n g i n t h i s corn-
munity suggest t h a t most of the Negroes who moved i n t o the area between 1950 
and 1957 are pa ren t s young enough to be i n the process of bu i ld ing young 
f a m i l i e s . I n 1957, the median age fo r nonwhites l i v i n g i n Health Areas 32, 
34 and 35 on the border of Bedford-Stuyvesant was from 25.2 to 27 f o r men 
and from 24.2 to 25.7 f o r women. In 1952 only 16 of the 2,318 b i r t h s (0 .7 
percent ) were to nonwhite mothers; 33 were to Puerto Rican mothers ( 1 . 4 
percent) and almost 98 percen t were to white mothers, not of Puer to Rican 
o r i g i n . By 1957 the percen tages , based on 2,466 b i r t h s , were 7 . 1 f o r the 
nonwhite, 5 .6 fo r Puerto Rican, and 87 .3 f o r white mothers ..With a t o t a l 
popula t ion of only 2,800 Negroes i n Apr i l 1957, the nonwhite b i r t h s numbered 
174 fo r the yea r . Among the 2,525 b i r t h s i n 1958, the nonwhite mothers 
accounted f o r 232 o r 9 . 2 pe rcen t , the Puer to Rican-born mothers f o r 158 or 
6 .2 pe r cen t , and whites f o r 2,135 or 84.6 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . 

School da ta : The e thn ic census data compiled by the Board of 
Education when t abu la t ed f o r the pub l i c schools , elementary and j u n i o r 
h igh, loca ted wi th in t h i s community appear cons iderab ly to o v e r s t a t e the 
p ropor t ion of the r e s i d e n t ch i ld ren who are Negro or Puer to Rican. The 
ana ly s i s of the enrolment i n September 1957 of 10,918 c h i l d r e n c l a s s i f i e d 
1,239 or 11.3 percen t as Negro and 1,312 or 12 percen t as Puer to Rican. 
In October 1958, 1,784 o r 15.6 percent of 11,413 ch i l d r en en ro l l ed were 
Negro and 1,470 or 12.9 percent were Puer to Rican. 

The only pa roch ia l schools loca ted i n the area were the s i x 
Cathol ic schools which had an enrolment of 7,188 i n October 1958. I f we 
combine the pub l i c school and Catho l ic p a r i s h school data and assume t h a t 
the 39 Spanish-speaking ch i ld ren found i n the p a r i s h schools i n June 1959 
rep resen t the Puer to Rican enrolment i n the previous October , the t o t a l 
enrolment was 18,601 and the 1,509 Puer to Rican s tuden t s c o n s t i t u t e d 8 p e r -
cen t . 

Presumably, i f data on Negro c h i l d r e n i n Ca tho l i c schools were 
a v a i l a b l e , t h e i r percentage of a l l pub l i c and pa roch ia l school c h i l d r e n 
would a l so be reduced. I f Jewish c h i l d r e n who a t t end Jewish schools ou t s ide 
t h i s community's boundaries were added, the white p ropo r t i on would be even 
h ighe r . 

I n t h i s community, the r e a l exp lana t ion f o r what seems to be an 
excess ive^ / number of Negro ch i ld ren i n the pub l i c schools may be the a t -
tendance of ch i ld ren from the ad jacen t community of Bedford-Stuyvesant . 
This seems h igh ly probable i n view of the r ecen t news i tems which c a l l e d 
a t t e n t i o n to the overcrowded schools i n Bedford-Stuyvesant and the Board 
of Educa t ion ' s p lan to take ch i ld ren by bus to schools i n the Ridgewood 
and Maspeth s ec t i ons of Queens during the next school yea r . I t i s a l s o 
poss ib l e t h a t some of the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n these schools may J.ive 
i n Will iamsburg. (See foo tno te 1 ) . 

2 / In September 1957, 1,239 of the pub l i c school ch i ld ren were Negro al though 
only 2,825 Negro r e s i d e n t s were enumerated i n Apr i l 1957. 
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Age groups 

I n 1957, Bushwick-Ridgewood1s ch i ld ren and youth under 20 years of 
age were a s l i g h t l y h igher p ropor t ion of the t o t a l than i n 1950 - 30.6 com-
pared with 28.3 p e r c e n t . This 1957 propor t ion ranks the community e leventh 
i n t h i s r e spec t - j u s t below Greenpoint where the percentage was 30.8 and 
not f a r below the borough-wide f i g u r e of 31. The teen-age (14-19 years) 
p ropo r t i on was i d e n t i c a l with the borough-wide percentage - 7 .7 and the 
young adu l t percentage was a lso i d e n t i c a l with the borough f i gu re - 13.7 
p e r c e n t . 

The p ropor t ion of the popula t ion i n the 30-44 year and 45-64 year 
groups (45 .3 percent) was s l i g h t l y under the borough-wide s tandard . In com-
p a r i s o n with 1950, the aged group rose from 9 percen t of the 1950 t o t a l to 
10.5 pe rcen t of the 1957 t o t a l . The 1957 percentage ranks t h i s community 
among the th ree i n which the aged are most important ; Coney I s l and and East 
New York ranked f i r s t and second. The concen t ra t ion of aged persons i n 
t h i s community i s not unduly high - about 5 percen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l -
d e s p i t e the presence of th ree i n s t i t u t i o n s fo r the aged; the i n s t i t u t i o n s 
probably account f o r only 500 to 600 of the 12,000-odd aged. 

Poss ib ly because of the new Negro and Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s , the 
decrease in the number of young ch i l d r en was smal ler than the decrease f o r 
Brooklyn as a whole. The inc rease i n school-age ch i ld ren was well below 
the 12.5 percent inc rease fo r the borough and the community's lo s s of the 
middle-aged - 7 . 5 pe rcen t - g r e a t l y exceeded the 1 .3 percen t decrease i n 
the borough t o t a l . The 8 pe rcen t inc rease in the community's aged group 
was much lower than the 14 pe rcen t r i s e in the Brooklyn t o t a l . 

Popula t ion of Bushwick-Ridgewood by age group: 1950 and 19,57, 
1950 Census " 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

All ages 123.606 100.0 115,016 100.0 - 6 .9 

Under 6 years 12,751 10.3 12,364 10.7 - 3.0 
6-13 years 12,974 10.5 13,958 12.1 7 .6 
14-19 years 9,237 7 . 5 8,859 7 .7 - 4 . 1 
20-24 years 9,506 7 .7 7,228 6 . 3 -2.4.0 
25-29 years 10,771 8 .7 8,521 7 .4 - 2 0 . 9 
30-44 years 28,383 23.0 25,355 22.0 -10 .7 
45-64 years 28,785 23 .3 26,617 23.2 - 7 . 5 
65 years and over 11,199 9 .0 12,114 10.5 8 .2 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : The r a t i o of 92.9 males to 100 females fo r a l l 
age groups i s lower than the borough-wide r a t i o of 94 .1 . This community's 
r a t i o s a re lower than the borough r a t i o s f o r a l l age groups except the 
25-29 year group and the 30-44 year o l d s . The s l i g h t excess of men among 
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the 25-29 year o lds i n 1957, but not in 1950, might be connected with the 
in -migra t ion of young f ami l i e s of Negroes and Puer to Ricans suggested by the 
high p ropor t ion of Negro and Puer to Rican b i r t h s . 

Popula t ion of Bushwick-Ridgewood, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per Males per 

Age qroup Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 fema: 

All ages 59,872 63,734 93.9 55,381 59,635 92 .9 

Under 6 years 6,411 6,340 101.1 6,254 6,110 102.4 
6-13 years 6,563 6,411 102.4 7,027 6,931 101.4 
14-19 years 4,550 4,687 97 .1 4,278 4,581 93 .4 
20-24 years 4,444 5,062 87.8 3,208 4,020 79.8 
25-29 years 5,190 5,581 93.0 4,266 4,255 100.3 
30-44 years 13,568 14,815 91.6 12,090 13,265 91 .1 
45-64 years 14,108 14,677 96.1 12,832 13,785 93 .1 
65 years and over 5,038 6,161 81.8 5,426 6,688 81 .1 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The reduc t ion i n the white popula t ion and notable growth i n the 
Negro and Puer to Rican groups must have changed r a d i c a l l y the s o c i a l charac-
t e r i s t i c s of the popula t ion revealed by the 1950 Census. The in fo rma t ion , 
however, may have some value as a background f o r judging cu r r en t cond i t ions 
in the l i g h t of known changes. 

Economic s t a t u s : In 1950, Bushwick-Ridgewood f a m i l i e s - on the 
average - seemed to have been f a i r l y homogeneous economically. The median 
family income i n 1949 was much the same i n a l l f i v e h e a l t h a r e a s ; the lowest 
median was $3,092 in Health Area 22 and the h i g h e s t was $3,359 i n Heal th 
Area 34. The o t h e r medians were $3,110, $3,170 and $3,255. Al l were below 
the Brooklyn median of $3,447 but not markedly so. 

The median incomes i n the severa l a reas f o r the 7,205 " u n r e l a t e d 
i n d i v i d u a l s , " t h a t i s , persons 14 years of age o r over not l i v i n g i n family 
groups, were a l so below the borough-wide l e v e l of $1,280; they ranged from 
$819 to $1,147. 

Educat ional l e v e l : The l eve l of formal schooling among a d u l t s , 
l i k e the income, was lower than the borough l e v e l of 8 .9 school yea r s 
completed, but not to a marked degree . The median years completed by p e r -
sons 25 years old or over was 8 . 2 i n Health Area 22, 8 .4 i n Heal th Areas 
32 and 33 and 8 .6 years i n Health Areas 34 and 35. 
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Family groups: As i n most Brooklyn communities, most of the r e s i -
dents l i v e d with t h e i r f a m i l i e s - about 94 p e r c e n t . Only 7,205 persons 
l i v e d alone or with n o n - r e l a t i v e s and 561 were inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Among the 34,875 f a m i l i e s , 30,285 inc luded a married couple , while 4,590 
were composed of o t h e r r e l a t e d groups . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e : This community's p r o p o r t i o n of the Brooklyn 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases r ece iv ing checks on March 2, 1959 was i d e n t i c a l with 
i t s pe rcen tage of the t o t a l Brooklyn popu la t i on i n Apr i l 1957 - 4 . 4 . As 
noted e lsewhere , t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p of "cases" (which may be composed e i t h e r 
of f a m i l i e s or s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l s ) to a count of persons taken two years 
e a r l i e r i s so crude t h a t i t i s g iven here with r e l u c t a n c e . Among the t o t a l 
of 1,888 cases t a b u l a t e d as l i v i n g i n these a reas were 170 genera l a s s i s t -
ance cases (home r e l i e f to f a m i l i e s and one-person cases) and 455 f a m i l i e s 
on a id to dependent c h i l d r e n ; both types formed about 3 pe rcen t of the 
Brooklyn t o t a l i n these c a t e g o r i e s . Apparently about 1,260 men and women . 
(pe r sons not f a m i l i e s ) rece ived s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n c e - o ld age a s s i s t a n c e o r 
a id to the b l ind o r d i s a b l e d . 

Health i n d i c e s : I n 1957 the 55 i n f a n t dea ths r e s u l t e d i n an 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e of 22 .3 per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s , lower than the borough-
wide r a t e of 25 .2 . The r a t e s f o r the f i v e h e a l t h a reas ranged from 11.3 
pe r 1,000 b i r t h s i n Heal th Area 22 to a high of 41 .2 i n Heal th Area 32; 
r a t e s i n £he o the r t h r e e a reas were 14.9 , 19.5 and 22 .3 . Newly r epor t ed 
vene rea l d i s ease cases i n 1957 t o t a l e d 126 and the r a t e s per 100,000 of the 
t o t a l popu la t i on v a r i e d from 89 .6 to 123.0, a l l wel l below the borough r a t e 
of 308 .4 . 

The Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r of a c t i v e t u b e r c u l o s i s cases 
showed 134 cases on December 31, 1956 and 116 on December 31, 1958, 4 . 3 
pe r cen t of the 1956 Brooklyn t o t a l and 4 . 5 pe rcen t of the 1958 t o t a l . 
Re la ted to the Apr i l 1957 popu l a t i on , the r a t e s a re 1.16 and 1.01 per 1,000 
p e r s o n s . 

Delinquency r a t e s : No p a r t of t h i s community i s included i n the 
a r e a s e s t a b l i s h e d by the New York C i ty Youth Board f o r spec i a l s e r v i c e s . 
O f f i c i a l del inquency cases i n 1951 r e l a t e d to r e s i d e n t ch i l d r en and youth 
6-20 yea r s old i n 1950 gave r a t e s of from 13,4 to 17.7 , compared with a 
borough r a t e of 14.7 pe r 1 ,000. 

Cases i n 1956, 1957 and 1958 a re r e l a t e d to the 1957 popu la t i on 
of the app rop r i a t e age group. With a borough r a t e of 30.6 in 1956 the 
r a t e s i n these a reas va r i ed from 32,6 to 41 .6 per 1,000; the r a t e s f o r 1957 
were c lo se to the borough r a t e of 33 .4 i n t h ree h e a l t h a r ea s (from 32 .1 to 
35.7) bu t h ighe r (48.3) i n Heal th Area 35 and lower (25.5) i n Heal th Area 
33. The 1958 r a t e s may r e f l e c t a r i s e i n del inquency caused by s h i f t i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n groups o r some o t h e r f a c t o r , g r e a t e r p o l i c e a c t i v i t y , or merely 
an i n c r e a s e i n the c h i l d and youth popu la t i on s ince Apr i l 1957. They 
ranged from 28.6 per 1,000 to 59 .1 i n comparison with a Brooklyn r a t e of 
41 .2 . 
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Housing 

Tho quan t i t y of housing i n Bushwick-Ridgewood has shown a gradual 
dec l ine s ince 1950 when the Census of Housing enumerated 39,383 dwell ing 
u n i t s . The counts made fo r the C i ty Planning Department were 39,182 i n 
1955-56 and 39,095 i n 1957-58. Most of the r educ t ion was in Heal th Area 22 
i n the i n d u s t r i a l s ec t ion on the border of Williamsburg! of the t o t a l de-
crease of 288 u n i t s , 210 were i n t h i s a r ea . 

At the time of the land use survey in 1955-56, 55 percen t of the 
r e s i d e n t i a l acres cons i s ted of m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings , t h a t i s s t r u c t u r e s 
conta in ing th ree or more f a m i l i e s ! few were e leva tor -equipped and many of 
the walk-up type a re t h r e e - s t o r y , frame houses or brownstone f r o n t s . Two-
family houses occupied 38 percen t of the acreage and one-family homes, 
almost 7 pe r cen t . 

No publ ic housing p r o j e c t s have been cons t ruc ted and none an-
nounced f o r t h i s community up to t h i s t ime. Since the re seems to have 
been no p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t must be assumed t h a t , with due allowance 
f o r p o s s i b l e d e t e r i o r a t i o n or improvements the f a c t s presented i n the 1950 
Census s t i l l o f f e r a reasonably accu ra t e p i c t u r e . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950; In 1950, 38,851 of the 39,383 dwell ing 
u n i t s were occupied and 532 vacan t . One- and two-family houses provided 
8,241 u n i t s or 21 percen t of the t o t a l . Overcrowding was uncommon; only 
806 u n i t s had 1.51 or more persons pe r room - about 2 p e r c e n t . D i l a p i -
da t ion and/or lack of proper f a c i l i t i e s was recorded f o r 3,755 u n i t s or 9 .8 
pe rcen t of the number r e p o r t i n g . Owners occupied 7 ,003 u n i t s or 18 pe rcen t 
of the homes in use , a high p ropor t i on i n comparison vdth Williamsburg o r 
the Brooklyn Heights area but lower than i n such communities as F l a tbush -
East Flatbush or even the ad j acen t East New York where 27 perccn t of the 
homes were occupied by owners in 1950. 



SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•!/ 

Day Nur se r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

Ridgewood Set t lement and Day Nursery 
(Operated by the Sa lva t i on Army) 
227 Knickerbocker Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i l d r en 6-9 yea r s . 

Other auspices 

None 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices 

1. Brooklyn Pub l ic L ib ra ry 

Washington I rv ing Branch 
360 I r v i n g Avenue 

Weekly P i c t u r e Book Hour fo r ch i ld ren in f a l l of 1958. 

2 . Educat ion, Board o f , C i ty of New York: Bureau of Community 
Education 

Af t e r - s choo l Centers serve ch i ld ren of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , dramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, qu i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
spec ia l events . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e rv i ce s loca ted i n t h i s community although 
se rv ice i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted 
elsewhere. 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - continued 

Educat ion, Board o f , C i ty of New York - continued 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers : Centers opera t ing i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York Ci ty Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those descr ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These cen te r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agencies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Bushwick High School: Evening Community Center 
400 I r v i n g Avenue 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday evenings. 

P .S . 53: Af t e r - s choo l Cent4r 
176 Troutman S t r e e t 

P .S . 74: Af t e r - schoo l Center 
655 Kosciusko S t r e e t 

P .S . 75: Af t e r - schoo l Center 
95 Grove S t r e e t 

J . H . S . 85: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
635 Evergreen Avenue 

P .S . 145: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
Cen t ra l Avenue and Noll S t r e e t 

J .H .S . 162: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1390 Willoughby Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Thursday. 

3. Menorah Day Center 
(Sponsored by New York Ci ty Department of Welfare, and Menorah 
Home and Hospi ta l f o r Aged and I n f i r m , I n c . ) 
871 Bushwick Avenue 

Recrea t ion fo r men and women over 60 years of age; nonsec t a r i an . 
Meets Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 5 p .m. ; 
lunch served. Program inc ludes a r t s and c r a f t s , music, 
l i t e r a t u r e , language c l a s s e s , p a r t i e s ; i n d i v i d u a l counse l ing . 



Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - continued 

4. Parks , Department o f , Ci ty of New Yor 

Bushwick Park 
S t a r r S t r e e t to Suydam S t r e e t , Knickerbocker to I r v i n g Avenue 

Two playgrounds, wading pool , s o f t b a l l f i e l d ! b a s k e t b a l l , 
2 handba l l , paddle t enn i s and shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; i ce and 
r o l l e r skat ing a r e a s . Recrea t ion l eade r sh ip . 

Bushwick Playground 
Putnam Avenue to Woodbine S t r e e t , between Knickerbocker 
and I r v i n g Avenues 

Two playgrounds, wading pool , 2 s o f t b a l l f i e l d s ; b a s k e t b a l l , 
4 handba l l , 3 paddle t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l and horseshoe p i t ch ing 
c o u r t s ! outdoor dancing a rea , i ce ska t ing , r o l l e r ska t ing 
and r o l l e r hockey a r e a s , s t a d i a . Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Heckscher Playground 
Grove S t r e e t to Linden S t r e e t , between Cent ra l and 
Wilson Avenues 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house with playrooms! 
2 handba l l , a paddle t enn i s and 2 shuf f l eboard cou r t s ! i ce 
ska t i ng , r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a reas , t a b l e t e n n i s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

5. S t . Joseph Youth Center of S t . Joseph Pa t ron Roman Ca tho l i c Church 
1080 Willoughby Avenue 

Recrea t iona l a c t i v i t i e s f o r boys - b a s k e t b a l l , games, 
educat ional a c t i v i t i e s , • bowling, boxing and w r e s t l i n g . Serves 
age groups 5-18 and 18-35 yea r s . F a c i l i t i e s inc lude 2 p l ay -
grounds, club rooms, game room, audi tor ium. 

6. Sa lva t i on Army: Boys' Club 
1144 Gates Avenue 

Charac ter bu i ld ing a c t i v i t i e s f o r boys inc luding music, games, 
a t h l e t i c s , h a n d i c r a f t s , organized clubs and groups; a l so reading , 
weekly movies and p a r t i e s . Open from 3:00 to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. 

7 . Sa lva t i on Army: Brooklyn Ridgewood Set t lement 
110 S t a r r S t r e e t 

Group a c t i v i t i e s f o r ch i l d r en , young people and a d u l t s . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude Sunbeams, G i r l Guards, c r a f t c l a s s e s , toy 
lending l i b r a r y , book lending and study l i b r a r y , ca rpen t ry , 
photography, Engl ish c l a s s f o r a d u l t s , g lee c lub, Home League" 
( f o r women). 

2 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "p lay-
ground" to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k indergar ten 
swings, l a rge and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exe rc i se 
u n i t , a sand box, e i t h e r a wading pool or shower spray and a comfort 
s t a t i o n . 



6 1 Bushwick-Ridgewood 

Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

Other vo luntary agencies . 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l S c o u t s , t h e Boy Scouts and the 
Pub l ic Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , u t i l i z i n g 
the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l agenc ies . 
Ca tho l ic Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs f o r 8 to 21 year 
o lds e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches but the number of 
s p o r t s and age groups served vary from pa r i sh to p a r i s h . 
Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t i n seve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Services 

1. Hea l th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 
Child Health S t a t i o n s 

Bushwick D i s t r i c t Heal th Center 
186 Grove S t r e e t 

233 Suydam S t r e e t 

2. Wyckoff Heights Hosp i t a l Socie ty of Brooklyn 
374 Stockholm S t r e e t 

Well babies and newborn. 

Mental Heal th Services 

Menorah G e r i a t r i c Guidance C l i n i c of Menorah Home and Hosp i t a l 
f o r Aged and In f i rm 
871 Bushwick Avenue 

Serves ind igen t men and women over 60 who r equ i r e p s y c h i a t r i c 
t r ea tment . 

Other C l i n i c s ^ / 

H o s p i t a l • ^ c l i n i c s 

1. Evangel ica l Deaconess H o s p i t a l , I n c . 
623-62.9 Chauncey S t r e e t 

Ou tpa t i en t Department 

3 / The p o r t i o n of t h i s community north of Myrtle Avenue f a l l s w i th in 
Spec ia l Area I I of the G i r l Scout Council of Grea te r New York which i s 
descr ibed i n the l i s t of borough-wide "Recrea t ion and Group Work" 
se rv i ces i n the In t roduc to ry s e c t i o n , 

4 / The des igna t ion (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , t h a t 
i s ^ p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from another 
c l i n i c or u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 

5 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded in the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s contained i n the I n t r o d u c -
t i o n . 



Other C l i n i c s - continued 

2 . Wyckoff Heights Hospital Soc ie ty of Brooklyn 
374 Stockholm S t r e e t 

A l l e rgy (R), cancer (p r even t ion , d e t e c t i o n ) , c a r d i a c , c h e s t , 
dermatology, d i a b e t e s (R) j e a r , nose and t h r o a t ; 
endocr ine ( o b e s i t y , thyro id ) (R), eye, f r a c t u r e , g e n i t o u r i n a r y , 
gynecology, hematology, medica l , neurology, o r thoped ic , 
p e d i a t r i c , p l a s t i c su rgery , p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , r e c t a l , 
s u r g i c a l , tumor, v a r i c o s e v e i n s . 

C l i n i c s under o the r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Bushwick D i s t r i c t Heal th Center 
186 Grove S t r e e t 

Eye and den ta l ( f o r c h i l d r e n r e f e r r e d by school doc tor 
o r nu r se ) , t u b e r c u l o s i s . 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schools : 

P .S . 106, 1314 Putnam Avenue 
P . S . 145, 100 Noll S t r e e t 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES. £ / 

Family Se rv i ce , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices JJ 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and prov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Welfare , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Brownsvi l le Welfare Center 
163 Bradford S t r e e t 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den ta l c a r e , employment counsel ing 
and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s 
with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d , and p a r t - t i m e 
s e r v i c e fo r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

;6/ This l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be l o c a t e d wi th in the a r e a . 

7 / O t h e r agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e 
se rv ing the e n t i r e borough a r e l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



Bushwick-Ridgewood 

SECTION I I I PUBUC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOIS 

Elementary־ and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 53 
176 Troutman Street 

2. Public School 56 
1119 Bushwick Avenue 

3• Public School 68 (Annex t o P.S.74) 
828 Bushwick Avenue 

Public School 74 
655 Kosciusko Street 

50 Public School 75 
95 Grove Street 

6• Junior High School 85 
635 Evergreen Avenue 

7» Public School 86 
220 Irving Avenue 

8C Public School 106 
13 Hi Putnam Avenue 

 Public School 113 ־9
705 Evergreen Avenue 

10, Public School 116 
515 Knickerbocker Avenue 

11• Public School 123 
100 Irving Avenue 

12• Public School 145 
100 Noll Street 

13• Junior High School 162 
1390 Willoughby Avenue 

1U0 Junior High School 296 (Under construction) 
Evergreen Avenue,Eldert and Covert S tree t s 

15• Public School 299 (Under construction) 
Madison Street and Evergreen Avenue 



B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Fourteen Holy Martyrs Parish School 
114.2 Covert Street 

2. S t , Barbara Parish School 
1141; Bleecker Street 

3 . S t . Brigid Parish School 
Boys1 Department: 1510 Greene Avenue 
Gir l s ' Department: 1118 Grove Street 

li, S t . Joseph Patron Parish School 
1614 Suydam Street 

5• S t . Leonard Parish School 
271 Melrose Street 

6 . S t , Martin of Tours Parish School 
305 Weirf ie ld Street 



Bushwick-Ridgewood 

SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God 

1. Centra l Avenue Mission ( I t a l i a n ) 
501 Cent ra l Avenue 

2 . Lighthouse Church 
73 Himrod S t r e e t 

B a p t i s t 

3 . Bushwick Avenue B a p t i s t Church 
65 Wei r f i e ld S t r e e t 

4 . Evergreen B a p t i s t Church 
455 Evergreen Avenue 

Evangel ical United Bre thren 

5. Emanuel Evangel ica l United Bre thren Church 
400 Melrose S t r e e t 

6 . S t . J o h n ' s Evangel ica l United Brethren Church 
175 Linden S t r e e t 

7 . Salem Evangel ica l United Brethren Church 
1200 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

Lutheran 

8. Grace Lutheran Church (UL) 
1251 Bushwick Avenue 

9 . Holy T r i n i t y Lutheran Church (UL) 
1384 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

10. Our Saviour Lutheran Church (MO) 
23 Covert S t r e e t 

11. S t . Andrew's Lutheran Church (UL) 
196-200 S t . Nicholas Avenue 

12. S t . Paul Lutheran Church (MO) 
Knickerbocker Avenue and Palmetto S t r e e t 



continued A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES -

Methodist 

13. Bushwick Avenue Methodist Church 
1139 Bushwick Avenue 

14. Greene Avenue Methodist Church (English and German) 
1171 Greene Avenue 

15. Knickerbocker Avenue Methodist Church 
495 Knickerbocker Avenue and Menahan S t r e e t 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

16. Bushwick Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
973 Bushwick Avenue 

17. Ebenezer P r e sby t e r i an Church 
371 Stockholm S t r e e t 

18. I r v ing Square P re sby te r i an Church 
Wilson Avenue and Wei r f i e ld S t r e e t 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

19. Ca lvary-S t . Cypr ian ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
966 Bushwick Avenue 

20. Holy Cross P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Chutch 
176 S t . Nicholas Avenue 

21. S t . Thomas P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
1405 Bushwick Avenue 

United C h r i s t i a n 

22. F i r s t United C h r i s t i a n Church 
1155 Halsey S t r e e t 

23. Third United C h r i s t i a n Church 
1293 Myrtle Avenue 

Other 

24. Brooklyn Orthodox Ukrainian Church (Orthodox Ukrainian Under 
1122 Hancock S t r e e t Ecumenical P a t r i a r c h a t e ) 

25. Bushwick Avenue Congregat ional Church 
Bushwick Avenue and Cornel ia S t r e e t 



Bushwick-Ridgewood 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Other - continued 

26. South Bushwick Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
875 Bushwick Avenue 

27. T r i n i t y Evangel ical Church (Unc l a s s i f i ed ) 
1331 Greene Avenue 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Fourteen Holy Martyrs R. C. Church 
135 S c h a f f e r S t r e e t 

2 . S t . Barbara R. C. Church 
138 Bleecker S t r e e t 

3 . S t . Br ig id R. C. Church 
409 Linden S t r e e t 

4 . S t . Joseph Pa t ron of the Universa l Church 
185 Suydam S t r e e t 

5. S t . Leonard of P o r t Maurice R. C. Church (German) 
199 J e f f e r s o n S t r e e t 

6. S t . Mart in of Tours R. C. Church 
1288 Hancock S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Ahavath I s r a e l 
1372 Gates Avenue 

2. Congregation Anshei Emes (Orthodox) 
136 Stanhope S t r e e t 

3. Bushwick Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
60 Woodbine S t r e e t 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS-FT. GREENE 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

This "downtown" d i s t r i c t i s p a r t of the f i r s t purchase of land from 
the I n d i a n s about 1636. The town of "Breuckelen" was founded about 1646 by 
the Dutch and s e t t l e d by Dutch and Engl i sh ; g r adua l l y the town expanded to 
inc lude a l l the area surrounding the o r i g i n a l s e t t l e m e n t s along Gowanus Bay 
and Wallabout Bay. The f i r s t r e g u l a r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n from Manhattan was a 
f e r r y b u i l t i n 1642 which opera ted from Peck S l i p on the I s l a n d and docked a t 
the f o o t of what i s now Ful ton S t r e e t . A new f e r r y s t a r t e d i n 1796 docked a t 
the f o o t of Main S t r e e t . 

•The community e n t i t l e d Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene extends along 
the Eas t River from A t l a n t i c Avenue, j u s t beyond But te rmi lk Channel, around 
the shore to Wallabout Bay and the U.S. Navy Y a r d . l / The community's boundary 
fo l lows Navy S t r e e t in land to Flushing Avenue and Flushing to C l in ton Avenue. 
The boundary with Bedford-Stuyvesant fo l lows C l i n t o n , Myrt le and Grand Ave-
nues to Greene Avenue. Greene, A t l a n t i c and Fla tbush Avenues sepa ra t e t h i s 
community from Park Slope and on the r e t u r n to the East R ive r , the l i n e 
fo l lows Fu l ton S t r e e t , Boerum P l a c e , Court S t r e e t , Kane and Henry S t r e e t s 
and then A t l a n t i c Avenue to the River . This i r r e g u l a r boundary i s necessary 
to inc lude the four h e a l t h a r e a s - 10, 11, 12 and 23. 

This "community" developed i n t o four r a t h e r s e p a r a t e , d i v e r s e sec -
t i o n s . The c e n t r a l a rea around Borough H a l l and the main tho roughfa res , e s -
p e c i a l l y Ful ton S t r e e t and F la tbush Avenue, i s the s ea t of l o c a l government 
b u i l d i n g s and Brooklyn ' s c e n t r a l bus iness d i s t r i c t of banks, o f f i c e b u i l d -
i n g s , department s t o r e s , small shops, h o t e l s , t h e a t r e s , and l a r g e , f i r s t - r u n 
motion p i c t u r e houses . Fu l ton S t r e e t , the borough 's o l d e s t thoroughfare was 
f i r s t known as Old Fer ry Road; i n Colonia l and Revolu t ionary t imes i t was 
the K i n g ' s Highway and was renamed i n honor of Robert Fu l ton a f t e r 1814. 

To the west of Fu l ton S t r e e t , the e a r l y f a m i l i e s b u i l t homes on 
Columbia He igh t s ; the e n t i r e Brooklyn Heights s e c t i o n developed i n t o an ex-
e l u s i v e r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, the c e n t e r of Brooklyn ' s s o c i a l a r i s t o c r a -
cy. I n the n ine t een th cen tury the p i e r s a long the shore beneath the b l u f f 
which r i s e s sha rp ly from the Eas t R i v e r ' s edge were connected with ware-
houses ; on the h e i g h t s above the merchants b u i l t brownstone mansions and 
p l a n t e d the warehouse r o o f s wi th lawns and t r e e s to form r e a r gardens . 
During t h i s cen tury the Heights neighborhood was famous f o r i t s churches and 
p r e a c h e r s such as Henry Ward Beecher and l a t e r De Wit t Talmage, Samuel Parkes 
Cadman and Newell Dwight H i l l i s . The churches e s t a b l i s h e d Sunday Schools 
f o r the i n s t r u c t i o n of poor c h i l d r e n be fo r e pub l i c schools were in t roduced 
and s t imu la t ed the opening of the f i r s t l i b r a r i e s and t h e c r e a t i o n of the 
Brooklyn I n s t i t u t e of Ar t s and Sc iences . 

y T o exclude the Navy personne l l i v i n g a t the base o r on sh ips t empora r i ly 
i n p o r t , the Yard (H.A. 93) has been excluded. 
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The q u i e t s t r e e t s and Vic to r i an s o c i a l l i f e were changed by the 
opening of the IRT subway i n 1908 which brought in "commuters." Some of 
the la rge houses were divided i n t o s tud ios and apartments f o r the w r i t e r s 
and a r t i s t s who were a t t r a c t e d to the area by the view of the Upper Bay and 
Manhattan; h o t e l s such as the Touraine, the Bosser t , and l a t e r the 
S t . George, were e rec t ed . 

I n d u s t r i e s and inexpensive housing grew up i n the s t r e e t s around 
the Navy Yard and the Brooklyn and Manhattan Bridges and even tua l ly t h i s 
s ec t ion became one of the worst slums i n New York C i ty ; i n 1940 the Navy 
Yard area had a mixed popula t ion of Puer to Ricans, Negroes and F i l i p i n o s 
among o t h e r s . 

Center ing around F t . Green Park the re grew up a f a sh ionab le r e s i -
d e n t i a l neighborhood of l a rge homes with good-sized gardens; l a t e r p r i v a t e 
homes with l e s s ground, a few apartment houses and r e s i d e n t i a l h o t e l s were 
b u i l t . As the Brooklyn popula t ion grew and changed, many of the l a r g e 
homes became rooming houses or were cut up i n t o small apar tments . 

The e n t i r e d i s t r i c t , inc lud ing the developing Brooklyn Civ ic 
Center , the educat ional i n s t i t u t i o n s , commercial e n t e r p r i s e s and the 
severa l r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s , extends over Only 1,077 a c r e s . Greenpoint i s 
p r a c t i c a l l y i d e n t i c a l i n s i ze (1,078 acres ) and only Bushwick-Ridgewood i s 
smaller - 1,053 ac r e s . I n 1955-56, the land use survey found t h a t 441 
acres were then used f o r s t r e e t s , highways and br idge approaches, e t c . but 
by 1959, the area reserved f o r l oca l and cross-borough through t r a f f i c may 
have i nc rea sed . The Brooklyn-Queens Connecting Highway fol lows the r i v e r 
f r o n t north from A t l a n t i c Avenue and c ros se s under the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan Bridges , turning south to pass between the Navy Yard boundary 
and Myrtle Avenue and then tu rns no r theas t through Williamsburg to Queens. 

Land use : The d i v i s i o n of the 636 ac res a v a i l a b l e f o r community 
purposes i n 1955-56 may have been modif ied s ince then by the r e h a b i l i t a -
t i o n program and cons t ruc t i on of the C iv i c Center and o t h e r pub l i c and 
p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n . At t h a t time, vacant land s t i l l amounted to 5 .9 p e r -
cent of the acreage; about 8 of the 37 vacant ac res were used f o r l i c e n s e d 
parking l o t s . Ft .Greene Park and the smal le r parks and playgrounds 
accounted f o r almost 100 acres or nea r ly 16 percen t of the space. Trans -
p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , inc luding the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Bui lding on the corner 
of Willoughby and Jay , absorbed almost 4 p e r c e n t . 

The many pub l i c and p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s - the Borough H a l l , the 
Board of Educa t ion ' s headquar te r s , pub l i c schools , P r a t t and Packer I n s t i -
t u t e , Brooklyn Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e and Long I s l and U n i v e r s i t y , s e v e r a l 
h o s p i t a l s inc lud ing Brooklyn and Cumberland Hosp i t a l s , the l a rge YMCA 
Centra l Branch on Hanson Place and the Navy Branch, a h a l f dozen s e t t l e -
ments and o the r vo lun ta ry r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , the Ca tho l i c C h a r i t i e s 
bu i ld ing , the Domestic Re la t ions Cour t , the new Supreme Court b u i l d i n g , 
the Federal Building and Pos t O f f i c e , and the almost completed New "York 
Ci ty Community College bu i ld ings are a l so i n t h i s a r ea . In 1955-56 these 
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and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s covered about 68 to 69 ac res or c lose to 11 pe r cen t 
of the l and . When the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program has been completed, the i n s t i -
t u t i o n a l acreage may wel l be g r e a t e r . 

Commerce and i n d u s t r y accounted f o r 135 ac res o r 21 pe rcen t of 
the 636 ac r e s i n 1955-56! only four communities devoted a l a r g e r share of 
t h e i r land to bus ine s s . The department s t o r e s , r e t a i l shops, o f f i c e b u i l d -
i n g s , e t c . u t i l i z e d 28 .5 p e r c e n t of the 135 a c r e s . Automobile s to rage and 
s e r v i c e s i n combination with warehouses absorbed almost 26 p e r c e n t , l i g h t 
i n d u s t r i e s 27, and heavy i n d u s t r y , 18 p e r c e n t . These f i g u r e s exclude the 
Navy Yard acreage al though i t s s h i p - b u i l d i n g ope ra t ions p l a y t h e i r p a r t i n 
the community l i f e . 

The Ful ton Terminal s e c t i o n of the East River water f r o n t below 
Columbia Heights had g r e a t l y d e t e r i o r a t e d by 1957. The P o r t of New York 
Author i ty then took over two mi le s of d i l a p i d a t e d water f r o n t and has con-
s t r u c t e d f i v e new ship t e r m i n a l s ; P i e r 3, a $6,400,000 two-berth p i e r , 
opened J u l y 1, was the f i f t h . The Grancolombiana Line w i l l ope ra t e the p i e r 
which i s expected to become a busy cen t e r f o r the import of c o f f e e , cocoa 
and o t h e r cargo . The P o r t A u t h o r i t y ' s $85,000,000 redevelopment p r o j e c t f o r 
the a rea c a l l s f o r another f i v e modern p i e r s and the modernizat ion of one 
of the 26 obso l e t e p i e r s . 

The ac res devoted to r e s idences - 272.6 - amounted to about 43 
p e r c e n t of the land area exc lus ive of highways and s t r e e t s . Only i n Green-
p o i n t a re fewer 3 c res devoted to homes. I n 1955—56, multi—family dwel l ings 
occupied a l i t t l e more than t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the r e s i d e n t i a l acreage and 
r e c e n t c o n s t r u c t i o n presumably has inc reased the volume of t h i s type of 
housing. On the b a s i s of the 1957 popu la t ion and the 1955-56 acreage , the 
p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y i n t h i s community - 318.6 persons pe r r e s i d e n t i a l ac re -
i s second only to the d e n s i t y i n Will iamsburg, 

P o p u l a t i o n s i z e 

Desp i te the d e n s i t y of the popu l a t i on , t h i s i s one of the sma l l e r 
communities, ranking seventeenth among the twenty communities on the b a s i s 
of the 86,863 r e s i d e n t s enumerated i n the Census of 1957. At t h a t t ime, 
only 3 . 3 p e r c e n t of Brooklyn ' s r e s i d e n t s l i ved i n t h i s community but the 
complet ion of l a r g e housing developments - Concord V i l l a g e , Kingsview Houses 
and U n i v e r s i t y Towers, f o r example - no doubt has added r e s i d e n t s s ince 
A p r i l 1957. The l o c a l popu l a t i on may reach i t s h i g h e s t p o i n t by 1960. 

Between 1950 and 1957, t h i s community l o s t almost a thousand r e s i -
d e n t s . The ne t decrease of 1 . 1 pe rcen t from the 1950 popu la t i on of 87,848 
was caused by a r educ t ion i n the a reas of demol i t ion and c o n s t r u c t i o n which 
was not q u i t e counter -ba lanced by a r i s e of nea r ly 1,700 i n the s e c t i o n 
from the Eas t River to Johnson S t r e e t , between Navy and Ful ton S t r e e t s 
(H.A. 10) . Fa r ragu t Houses, the p u b l i c p r o j e c t i n t h a t a rea ,was completed 
and popula ted by about 5,300 persons by the spr ing of 1952; t h i s was a ne t 
ga in s ince i n 1950 the s i t e had been c l ea red and had no r e s i d e n t s . 
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The popula t ion reached i t s peak i n 1950. During the v^r and 
post-war yea r s , the. number of r e s i d e n t s had r i s e n from the low.poin t of ' '׳ 
77,910 i n 1940, a growth of near ly 10,000 persons or 12.8 p e r c e n t . During 
the previous decade - the depress ion years - the movement had been away from 
t h i s a rea , with a dec l ine of 7,362 persons , or 8 . 6 pe rcen t from the 1930 
popula t ion of 85,272. 

C u l t u r a l groups 

1950 Census: White r e s i d e n t s were the predominant group i n 1950; 
when the 7,000 Puerto Ricans a re t r e a t e d as a separa te group, the n a t i v e and 
fore ign-born whites comprised 85 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . The nonwhite group 
was smal ler than the Puer to Rican. 

Popula t ion of Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . 
by c u l t u r a l qroup: 1950 

Greene, 

Pe rcen t 
C u l t u r a l qroup Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s se s 87,848 100.0 

Cont inenta l na t ive white 60,474 68.8 
Foreign־born white 13,838 15.8 
Puerto Rican 7,040 8 .0 
Negro 5,739 6 . 5 
Other nonwhite races 757 0 .9 

In t h i s a rea , the fo re ign-born whites were fewer i n p r o p o r t i o n to 
the t o t a l than i n any community except Bedford-Stuyvesant . I t a l y l ed a l l 
the coun t r i e s of o r i g i n with 25.6 percen t of the t o t a l . When a l l persons 
born i n Russ ia , Germany, Poland and o t h e r e a s t e r n European coun t r i e s a re com-
bined, they formed a l i t t l e over 20 percen t and the group born i n the United 
Kingdom, E i r e and Canada c o n s t i t u t e d another 20 p e r c e n t . Many o ther coun-
t r i e s were represented ; those born in Scandinavian c o u n t r i e s amounted to 
nea r ly 7, na t ives of Mexico or o the r Cent ra l or South American c o u n t r i e s to 
over 5, and whites born i n Asia to a l i t t l e over 6 p e r c e n t . 

1957 Census: The c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y apparent i n 1950 c e r t a i n l y 
did not l e s sen between 1950 and 1957. The Negro popu la t ion t r e b l e d ; a l l i n -
d i c a t i o n s a re t ha t the Puer to Rican group more than doubled and t h a t the 
"white" popula t ion dropped sha rp ly . Although the number of O r i e n t a l s , 
American Ind ians and o the r s c l a s s i f i e d as "o ther nonwhites" decreased, as 
did the Brooklyn t o t a l , t h i s community contained more than any o t h e r , - 11.6 
pe rcen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l . This was a l so t rue i n 1950, when 16.5 p e r -
cent of the borough t o t a l l i ved h e r e . 
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In the 1957 Census da ta given below, the Puer to Ricans are included 
as e i t h e r whi te o r nonwhite i n accordance with the r u l e f o r a l l r e s i d e n t s ; 

Popu la t ion of Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, 
by co lo r : 1957 

Pe rcen t 
Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 86,863 100.0 

White 69,014 79 .5 
Negro 17,387 20.0 
Other nonwhite r aces 462 0 . 5 

The rough method used=/ to e s t ima te the Puer to Rican component i n -
d i c a t e s t h a t by 1957 from 15,000 to 16,000 l i v e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n o r , i n 
accordance with the wider d i s p e r s i o n throughout the borough, about 10 pe r cen t 
of a l l Puer to Ricans i n Brooklyn. As Table 3 shows i n 1950 t h i s community 
was the home of 17.5 pe rcen t of the 40,299 Puer to Ricans l i v i n g i n the 
borough. Accepting the maximum es t ima te of 16,000 Puer to Ricans , and a d j u s t -
ing the census da ta f o r whi tes and Negroes, the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 1957 
popu la t i on i s as fo l lows : White - 62 p e r c e n t ; Puer to Rican - a l i t t l e over 18 
p e r c e n t ; Negro - a l i t t l e over 19 p e r c e n t ; and o the r nonwhite - 0 . 5 p e r c e n t . 

In 1957 a l l but a few hundred of the Negro r e s i d e n t s were concen-
t r a t e d i n the neighborhoods e a s t of Ful ton and Bridge S t r e e t s (H.A. 10, 11 
and 12). On the b a s i s of the b i r t h s to Pue r to Rican mothers , i t appears t h a t 
many of t h i s group a re found i n the F t . Greene area (H.A. 12) and in the 
s e c t i o n west of Ful ton S t r e e t (H.A. 23) . 

The r e l i g i o u s composit ion of the r e s i d e n t s cannot r e a d i l y be 
deduced from the many churches i n the a r e a . This community was the f i r s t sec -
t i o n of Brooklyn s e t t l e d and the e a r l y s e t t l e r s were Dutch and English 
P r o t e s t a n t s . Some of the churches now i n ex i s t ence were e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
c o l o n i a l t imes ; S t . Ann's Episcopal Church e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1784 had p r e s t i g e 
comparable to T r i n i t y Church i n Manhattan; o t h e r s e s t a b l i s h e d during the years 
when the r e s i d e n t s were predominantly P r o t e s t a n t ( f o r example, Grace Church 
(1847), the Plymouth Church of the P i l g r ims (1844) and Cadman Memorial) a re 

27 The method of d i s t r i b u t i n g the es t imated Puer to Rican popu la t ion to the 
twenty communities based on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of .Pu^rto Rican c h i l d r e n i n 
the p u b l i c and pa roch i a l schools has s e r i o u s l i m i t a t i o n s ; not the l e a s t of 
the l i m i t a t i o n s i s the f a c t t h a t c h i l d r e n may not a t t end schools l oca t ed 
i n the community where they l i v e . The p u b l i c school da ta f o r t h i s commu-
n i t y and f o r South Brooklyn-Red Hook have been a d j u s t e d by the assumption 
t h a t h a l f the s t uden t s i n a j u n i o r high school more a c c e s s i b l e to the Red 
Hook area than to most of Brooklyn Heights a re r e s i d e n t s of the Red Hook 
a r e a . 
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s t i l l maintained though many former members have moved away,^׳ The B a p t i s t , 
Congregat ional , Lutheran, Methodist , P r e s b y t e r i a n , and P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 
Churches number 14. The g r e a t v a r i e t y of c u l t u r a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l and economic 
groups which l i v e or have l ived here in the p a s t i s i nd i ca t ed by the presence 
of the Rel ig ious Socie ty of Fr iends , a U n i t a r i a n Church, a Swedenborgian, an 
in t e r -denomina t iona l , and a Greek Orthodox Church, as wel l as two m i s s i o n s j 
4 Assemblies of God, 3 of which are Spanish congregat ions suggest the i n f l u x 
of Puerto Ricans. This community a l so con ta ins the I s l amic Mission of 
America. 

The l o c a t i o n of 14 Ca tho l ic churches, with onp I t a l i a n , a L i thuan ian 
and a Byzantine Greek Melchi te Church, i n t h i s area and the maintenance of 6 
p a r i s h schools suggests a s u b s t a n t i a l Ca tho l i c popu la t ion . The Jewish group 
apparent ly i s not l a rge ; t he re i s but one known synagogue. The 1954 a n a l y s i s 
of death c e r t i f i c a t e s by p lace of b u r i a l i n d i c a t e s t h a t about 7 p e r c e n t of the 
whites were then Jewish. 

Bi r th s t a t i s t i c s ; The ch i ld ren born to nonwhite mothers ro se from 
456 i n 1952 to 708 i n 1957 and to 775 i n 1958. They formed 22 pe rcen t of the 
t o t a l of 2,050 l i v e b i r t h s i n 1952, 34.5 pe rcen t of the 2 ,053 b i r t h s i n 1957 
and 35.9 percen t of 2,160 b i r t h s in 1958. 

B i r t h s to Puer to Rican mothers rose from 333 (16 percen t of the 
t o t a l ) in 1952 to 532 i n 1957 and to 554 i n 1958; i n both l a t e r years these 
b i r t h s were about 26 pe rcen t of a l l b i r t h s . Those c l a s s i f i e d as white de-
creased i n number from 1,261 i n the e a r l i e r year to 831 i n the l a t e s t and 
t h e i r p ropor t ion of the t o t a l f e l l from 61 .5 to 38.5 p e r c e n t . 

In 1958, 449 of the 775 nonwhite b i r t h s were to f ami l i e s l i v i n g i n 
Farragut or F t . Greene Houses and 244 of the balance to f a m i l i e s i n Hea l th 
Area 12. Of the 554 Puer to Rican b i r t h s , however, 271 were to f a m i l i e s 
l i v i n g in Health Area 12, 133 to f ami l i e s i n Health Area 23, and only 123 to 
r e s i d e n t s of the pub l i c housing p r o j e c t s . 

School da ta ; As the age d i s t r i b u t i o n d iscussed i n subsequent p a r a -
graphs w i l l show, the per iod from 1950 to 1957 brought a sharp up turn i n the 
school-age ch i ld ren in _thi.s ..community. The median age fo r nonwhites was e s -
p e c i a l l y low in Heal th Areas 10 and 11 where the pub l i c housing i s s i t u a t e d -
12.8 and 16.5 years,.4/־ x n the o t h e r h e a l t h a r e a s , the nonwhite medians were 
28.5 and 33.0 . The Puerto Rican group no doubt con t r ibu ted to the comparative 
youth of the white r e s i d e n t s ; the median age fo r whi tes was 28.8 and 24.7 
years in the housing p r o j e c t a reas but 34.6 and 41.1 elsewhere. 

3 / A study .b־v the P r o t e s t a n t Council of the C i ty of New York - Downtown 
Brooklyn, -published in June 1955, found a s teady dec l ine i n P r o t e s t a n t 
church !membership s ince 1930; the average membership i n t h i s s e c t i o n was 
then 434. 

4 / I n October 1958 For t Greene Houses had 7,900 r e s i d e n t s under 21 yea r s of 
age. 
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The e t h n i c d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the p u b l i c schools presumably r e f l e c t s 
the age composit ion of the c u l t u r a l groups. In September 1957, Negro c h i l -
dren accounted f o r 43 .5 pe r cen t of the 9 ,511 c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d i n the pub-
l i e e lementary and j u n i o r high schools l oca t ed i n t h i s p o r t i o n of Brooklyn,׳ 
Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n formed 35.9 pe rcen t and a l l o the r c h i l d r e n only 20.6׳ 
p e r c e n t . The d i s t r i b u t i o n was s i m i l a r i n October 1958: 44 .6 pe rcen t of the 
8 ,614 pub l i c school c h i l d r e n were Negro, 34 .9 p e r c e n t , Puer to Rican and 20 .5 
p e r c e n t , white or of some nonwhite race o t h e r than Negro. 

This d i s t r i b u t i o n , of course , i s i n f l uenced by a t tendance a t the 
p a r o c h i a l schools . I n the f a l l of 1958, the enrolment a t the 6 Ca tho l i c 
p a r i s h schools was about 3 ,150. Probably the low p r o p o r t i o n of white c h i l -
dren i n the p u b l i c schools i s p a r t l y expla ined by t h e i r a t tendance a t the 
p a r i s h schoo ls . The census taken in June 1959 found 496 Spanish-language 
s t u d e n t s i n the Ca tho l i c schools - about 16 pe rcen t of the October 1958 
r e g i s t r a t i o n . I f t hese p u b l i c and p a r o c h i a l school f i g u r e s a re combined, 
the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a r e about 30 pe r cen t of the t o t a l . 

Age groups 

Despi te the s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s from 1950 to 1957 i n the age 
groups under 20 years of age which a re shown i n the next t a b u l a t i o n , the 
c h i l d and youth p r o p o r t i o n of Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene ' s popu la t ion was 
not e s p e c i a l l y high i n 1957. The t o t a l group under 2.0 years of age was 31 
pe r cen t of the t o t a l , i d e n t i c a l with the borough-wide p r o p o r t i o n , but 
smal le r than i n e i g h t o the r communities. The c h i l d r e n under 14 yea r s , how-
ever , c o n s t i t u t e d 24 .2 pe r cen t of the t o t a l , compared with 23 .3 fo r the 
e n t i r e borough. The 14-19 y e a r - o l d s , a l though the count of 5,881 was above 
the 1950 f i g u r e , formed only 6 .8 pe rcen t of the t o t a l ; Crown Heights had 
the same p r o p o r t i o n of i t s popu l a t i on i n t h i s age group but they numbered 
10,179: I n the o the r e igh teen communities, the t een -age r s were from 7 to 
9 . 3 p e r c e n t of a l l r e s i d e n t s . 

Popu la t ion of Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, 
by age group: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Percen t Pe rcen t Pe rcen t 

Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l chanqe 

, A l l ages 87,848 100.0 86,863 100.0 - 1 .1 

Under 6 years 8 ,663 9 .9 10,218 11.8 17.9 
6-13 years 7 ,606 8 . 6 10,815 12.4 42 .2 
14-19 years 5 ,545 6 . 3 5,881 6 .8 6 . 1 
20-24 years 6,990 8 .0 5,997 6 .9 - 1 4 . 2 
25-29 yea r s 8,460 9 . 6 7,516 8 . 6 - 1 1 . 2 
30-44 yea r s 22,224 25 .3 20,037 23 .1 - 9 . 8 
45-64 years 21,044 24.0 19,163 22 .1 - 8 .9 
65 years and over 7,316 8 . 3 7,236 8 . 3 - 1 ,1 
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The unusual r i s e i n the number of ch i l d r en under 6 years of age 
and the abrupt inc rease i n the 6-13 year group appears to be r e l a t e d to the 
15.5 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t s who were i n t h e i r twent ies and the 23 .1 pe rcen t 
from 30 to 44 years o ld . Both percentages a re above the borough-wide l e v e l 
and only one community - Bedford-Stuyvesant - had a g r e a t e r percentage of 
i t s popula t ion i n t h e i r twen t i e s . 

Not only was the p ropor t ion of the r e s i d e n t s i n the "aged" group, 
t h a t i s , 65 years old o r o l d e r , a low 8 . 3 but t h i s community enjoys the 
d i s t i n c t i o n of being one of th ree i n which the number i n t h i s ca tegory a c t u -
a l l y decreased from 1950 to 1957. The decreases here and i n Will iamsburg 
were very smal l , however, i n comparison with the 13 pe rcen t drop i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : The unusual excess of males except among school -
age ch i l d r en and the aged may be i n d i c a t i v e of many complete young f a m i l i e s 
but the i n s t i t u t i o n s and res idences s i t u a t e d wi th in the area presumably p lay 
a p a r t i n the sex r a t i o s . There i s one small i n s t i t u t i o n f o r the aged -
capac i ty 68 - and a res idence fo r teen-age boys. In a d d i t i o n , the Naval 
Branch of the Nat ional YMCA opera tes a r e s idence on Sands S t r e e t and the l a rge 
res idence fo r men a t the Cent ra l Branch of the Brooklyn YMCA i s on Hanson 
P lace . The YWCA mainta ins i t s I n t e r n a t i o n a l Branch on Joralemon S t r e e t but 
i t s capac i ty of 23 does not add many young women to the popu la t ion . 

Popula t ion of Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males pe r Males per 

Aqe qroup Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 female! 

All ages 44,451 43,397 102.4 43,884 42,979 102,1 

Under 6 years 4,439 4,224 105.1 5,223 4,995 104.6 
6-13 years 3,834 3,772 101.6 5,400 5,415 99.7 
14-19 years 2,708 2,837 95 .5 3,109 2,772 112.2 
20-24 years 3,452 3,538 97 .6 3,093 2,904 106.5 
25-29 years 4,230 4,230 100.0 3,877 3,639 106.5 
30-44 years 11,177 11,047 101.2 10,035 10,002 100.3 
45-64 years 11,274 9,770 115.4 9,767 9,396 103.9 
65 years and over 3,337 3,979 83.9 3,380 3,856 87.7 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The major changes s ince 1950 in the composition of the popu la t i on i n 
t h i s community mean t h a t the data from the 1950 Census have l i t t l e va lue as a 
d e s c r i p t i o n of the area today. But the few s a l i e n t f a c t s p resen ted he re may 
be h e l p f u l as background. I t i s probable t h a t the mixture of economic and 
c u l t u r a l groups l i v i n g so c lose to each o t h e r tended to produce "average" 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which concealed the upper and lower ends of the s ca l e even 
when ind iv idua l hea l th area data are used . 
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Economic s t a t u s : In 1949, the median family income of f a m i l i e s i n 
Hea l th Areas 10 and 11 was only $2,505 i n the f i r s t and $2,660 in the second. 
I n the former a r e a , 1,440 of the 2,355 f a m i l i e s r e p o r t i n g income had l e s s 
than $3,000 a year ; o n j y 235 rece ived $5,000 or more, but 75 f a m i l i e s had 
$7,000 or more. In Heal th Area 11, more than t h r e e - f i f t h s of the 4,040 
f a m i l i e s r e p o r t i n g were i n the c l a s s e s under $3,000 but 32 pe rcen t had i n -
comes of from $3,000 to j u s t under $5,000 and 280 f a m i l i e s (7 percent ) were 
i n the h ighe r b r a c k e t s . For t Greene Houses, completed i n 1944, extends i n t o 
both h e a l t h a r e a s . As a S t a t e p r o j e c t the maximum income permi t t ed f o r i t s 
3,500 f a m i l i e s a t the time of admission o r i g i n a l l y was $2,100, but the l i m i t 
has been r a i s e d to $5,964. 

The median family income i n Heal th Area 12 was $3,340 i n 1949, a l so 
below the Brooklyn median of $3 ,447. Here 1,935 of the 7,090 f a m i l i e s whose 
income was known were i n the $5,000 and over c l a s s . Another 2,175 rece ived 
from $3,000 to $4,999. The Brooklyn Heights s e c t i o n , west of Ful ton S t r e e t 
(H.A. 23) , had a fami ly median of $3,700; 2,320 of the 7 ,175 f a m i l i e s r e p o r t -
ing rece ived $5,000 or more and another 2 ,315 were i n the middle b racke t 
($3 ,000-$4 ,999) . I n t h i s Heights s e c t i o n , some 8,370 persons 14 years old 
o r o l d e r l i v e d alone or with n o n r e l a t i v e s ; t h e i r median income was $2,043. 
The " u n r e l a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s " i n the o the r a r ea s had median incomes of $1,639 
i n Heal th Area 12 but only $830 and $857 i n Heal th Areas 10 and 11. 

Educat ional l e v e l : The formal school ing of a d u l t s followed the i n -
come p a t t e r n . I n the Heights s e c t i o n the median school years completed was 
12.1 f o r whi tes 25 years o ld or over . Heal th Area 12 had medians of 10.7 
yea r s f o r white a d u l t s and 8 . 2 f o r the nonwhite. The median i n Heal th Area 
10 was 8 . 2 years f o r whi tes and i n Heal th Area 11 the median was 8 . 8 years 
f o r whi te and 8 . 5 f o r nonwhite a d u l t s . No medians could be computed f o r the 
few nonwhite a d u l t s i n Heal th Areas 10 and 23. 

Family groups: Among the 21,855 f a m i l i e s i n the e n t i r e s e c t i o n , 
18,235 were "complete" i n t h a t they included a married couple . Since the 
number of marr ied women was 20,017, some 1,780 did not have a husband i n the 
home; over 1,200 of these women l i ved e i t h e r i n Heal th Area 12 o r 23. Most 
of the persons not l i v i n g i n a family group but not inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s 
were i n these same h e a l t h a r ea s where rooming houses or small apartments a re 
found - 14,520 of the t o t a l 17,530. Together with the community's i n s t i t u -
t i o n a l popu la t i on of 721, a l l non-family r e s i d e n t s r ep resen ted about 21 p e r -
cen t of the popu l a t i on . Approximately 10,450 r e s i d e n t s l i v e d i n h o t e l s , 
rooming houses or the "Y" r e s i d e n c e s . This count , of course , may inc lude 
f a m i l i e s as wel l as persons l i v i n g a lone . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h da ta 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e : As might be expected, t h i s community appears to 
have more than i t s quota of f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s r e ce iv ing pub l i c a s -
s i s t a n c e . This s ta tement i s based on an extremely crude measurement: with 
only 3 . 3 pe rcen t of Brooklyn ' s 1957 p o p u l a t i o n , about 7 . 5 pe rcen t of a l l 
Brooklyn a s s i s t a n c e cases r e c e i v i n g some form of a s s i s t a n c e on March 2, 1959 
l i v e d i n t h i s community. A case , of course , may be one person or a fami ly 
of h a l f a dozen. 
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The t o t a l of 3,270 a s s i s t a n c e cases included 431 persons o r fami-
l i e s on home r e l i e f (about 8 .1 pe rcen t of the borough t o t a l ) and 1,500 fami-
l i e s r ece iv ing aid to dependent ch i l d r en or 9 .6 percent of the Brooklyn 
t o t a l . Sub t r ac t ion i n d i c a t e s t h a t some 1,339 persons were on the r o l l s f o r 
old-age or b l ind a s s i s t a n c e , or a id to the d i s a b l e d . 

Heal th i n d i c e s ; The 1957 i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e for t h i s community -
32.6 deaths per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s - was somewhat above the r a t e f o r a l l Brooklyn, 
25 .2 . The r a t e f o r Health Area 23 was 23.6 but the range f o r the o t h e r a reas 
was from 31.9 i n Health Area 12 to 40.5 i n Health Area 10. These r a t e s 
r e s u l t from a t o t a l of 67 i n f a n t deaths compared with 2,053 l i v e b i r t h s . 

The venereal d i sease r a t e s based on cases newly repor ted dur ing 
1957 were very high except i n Health Area 23, the Heights s e c t i o n . There , 
the r a t e was 415.9 per 100,000 popula t ion but in Health Areas 10 and 11 the 
r a t e s were 820.8 and 851.1 and i n Heal th Area 12 where 292 cases were r e -
por ted the r a t e was 1 ,023 .9 . The borough r a t e was 308.4 pe r 100,000 i n 1957. 

The t u b e r c u l o s i s prevalence r a t e s were a l so above the borough-wide 
l e v e l . The Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r of a c t i v e t u b e r c u l o s i s cases 
showed 221 cases from these areas on December 31, 1956 and 183 on December 31, 
1958. In both years t h i s community was the home of about 7 pe rcen t of a l l 
Brooklyn cases . Computed on the Apr i l 1957 popula t ion base the preva lence 
r a t e s are 2 .54 per 1,000 f o r the end of 1956 and 2.11 fo r the c lose of 1958. 

Delinquency r a t e s 

P a r t of t h i s community - Health Areas 11 and 12 which are a d j a c e n t 
to Bedford-Stuyvesant - i s included in the Youth Board : s spec i a l area 
ca l l ed by t h a t community's name. The del inquency r a t e in Health Area 11 has 
been c o n s i s t e n t l y above the Brooklyn r a t e . I n 1951, when the borough r a t e 
was 14.7 per 1,000 of the 1950 popula t ion 6-20 years of age, the r a t e i n t h i s 
area was 32 .3 . Based on the 1957 popula t ion the borough-wide r a t e s f o r 1957 
and 1958 were 33.4 and 41.2 per 1,000; i n t h i s h e a l t h area the r a t e s were 
93.1 and 141.0. The r a t e inc rease might r e s u l t from a r i s e i n the number of 
ch i ld ren and youth during the per iod s ince Apr i l 1957 as well as from an i n -
crease in delinquency cases . 

In Health Areas 10, 12 and 23, the 1951 r a t e s were 15.4 , 21 .4 , and 
18.7 r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 1957 r a t e s - i n the same order - were 48 .2 , 34 .8 and 
45.1 per 1,000. In 1958, the r a t e s were 52 .1 , 55.5, and 47.9 . With the popu-
l a t i o n s h i f t s during the seven years the comparat ively high inc idence i s not 
s u r p r i s i n g . 

Housing 

The annual counts of dwell ing u n i t s made f o r the Ci ty Planning 
Department i n d i c a t e a r i s e of about 1,530 u n i t s between 1950 and 1957-58 with 
1,400 of the u n i t s being i n Health Area 10. The Census of Housing i n 1950 
enumerated 28,049 homes and the 1957-58 l o c a l count was 29,587; the l a t t e r 
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count , however, i nc ludes u n i t s a t an e a r l y s tage of c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t i s 
p r a c t i c a l l y impossible to d i scover the number of u n i t s a c t u a l l y i n use a t 
p r e s e n t . Demolit ion f o r the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway and the Brooklyn 
Civ ic Center des t royed a t l e a s t 1,000 u n i t s . The P r a t t I n s t i t u t e r ede -
velopment and o the r c o n s t r u c t i o n demolished o t h e r s . I t seems ev iden t t h a t , 
when a l l the T i t l e I p r o j e c t s have been completed, the q u a n t i t y of housing 
w i l l be g r e a t e r than i n 1950 and the q u a l i t y improved. 

At the time of the land use survey in 1955-56, more than t h r e e -
f o u r t h s (76 .8 percen t ) of the 273 r e s i d e n t i a l ac res were occupied by m u l t i -
fami ly dwe l l ings . The acreage i n walk-up apartments - o l d e r bu i l d ings or 
converted p r i v a t e r e s idences - was 124 while 86 ac res were covered by e l e v a -
to r -equ ipped apartment houses . One-family houses accounted f o r about 9 p e r -
cent and two-family houses f o r 14 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l land . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: The housing data c o l l e c t e d i n 1950 now 
have l i t t l e more than h i s t o r i c a l va lue . The s i t e of Fa r ragu t Houses, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , was then c lea red but unoccupied; the f i r s t s e c t i o n was not occupied 
u n t i l 1951 but by 1952 a l l 1,390 apar tments were i n u se . 

In 1950, about 8 . 6 pe rcen t of the 26,760 homes i n use were occu-
p ied by t h e i r owners; t h i s was a lower p r o p o r t i o n of home ownership than was 
found i n any o the r Brooklyn community. A l i t t l e over 7 pe rcen t of the 
homes were overcrowded i n 1950 and almost 19 pe rcen t were d i l a p i d a t e d and /or 
l ack ing proper f a c i l i t i e s . At t h a t t ime about 14 pe r cen t of the dwel l ing 
u n i t s were i n one- o r two-family houses . 

Pub l i c housing: Within t h i s community, the New York Ci ty Housing 
Au tho r i ty o p e r a t e s two low-ren t p r o j e c t s , both S t a t e sponsored. Future 
p r o j e c t s i n t h i s area probably w i l l be l i m i t e d to T i t l e I p r o j e c t s , coopera-
t i v e s , o r conven t iona l ly f inanced housing. The F e d e r a l l y - f i n a n c e d Wallabout 
Houses, opera ted f o r Navy pe r sonne l , i s i n t h i s community but not a v a i l a b l e 
f o r the c i v i l i a n p o p u l a t i o n . 

1. Far ragut Houses - S t a t e p r o j e c t 

251 Nassau S t r e e t (H.A. 10) 
S i t e : York to Nassau S t r e e t s 

Navy to Bridge S t r e e t s 
Completed Apr i l 1952; f i r s t t enan t s March 1951 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,390; e s t ima ted popu la t i on - 5,309; 

persons pe r ac re - 320; 10 b u i l d i n g s , 13 and 14 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.11 

2. Fort Greene Houses - S t a t e p r o j e c t 

287 Myrt le Avenue (H.A. 10 and 11) 
S i t e : P r ince S t r e e t to C a r l t o n Avenue 

Park Avenue to Myrt le Avenue 
Completed February 1944 
Dwelling u n i t s - 3,501; es t imated popu la t i on - 12,445; 

persons pe r ac re - 301, 35 b u i l d i n g s of 6, 11 or 13 s t o r i e s 
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3. Wallabout House - U.S. Navy 

S i t e : North Por t l and Avenue to 
North E l l i o t t P l ace , near Park Avenue. (H.A. 11) 

Completed November 1941 
Dwelling u n i t s - 207; es t imated popula t ion - 661 

Other housing developments: I t i s not pos s ib l e to c i t e a l l the 
p r i v a t e l y - f i n a n c e d housing which may have been cons t ruc ted o r r e h a b i l i t a t e d 
i n recen t y e a r s . Some informat ion on seve ra l of the l a r g e - s c a l e p r o j e c t s -
T i t l e I Housing fo r the most p a r t - i s a v a i l a b l e and should i n d i c a t e the 
t rends i n t h i s a r e a . 

1. C l in ton H i l l : This was cons t ruc ted by the Equi tab le L i f e 
Assurance Soc ie ty i n the F t . Greene area (H.A. 12) and conta ins about 1,220 
apar tments . The f i r s t p a r t (Cl in ton , Myr t le , Waverly and Vanderb i l t Avenues) 
was completed i n 1943 and the second p a r t ( L a f a y e t t e , C l i n t o n and Waverly 
Avenues) i n 1955. 

2 . Concord V i l l a g e : A conven t iona l ly - f inanced p r o j e c t of about 
1,000 apartments i n 7 bu i l d ings , the V i l l age extends from Adams to J ay 
S t r e e t s and from T i l l a r y to Sands S t r e e t s and i s near the Brooklyn Bridge 
and not f a r from the Navy Yard. P a r t I was completed i n 1951 and the f i r s t 
t enan t s moved in to P a r t I I i n 1957. 

3 . T i t l e I F t . Greene p r o j e c t : The e n t i r e s i t e , as desc r ibed 
by r e p o r t s of the Slum Clearance Committee, extends from De Kalb to Myrt le 
Avenues and from the boundary of F t . Greene Park to Fla tbush Avenue Exten-
s ion . On p a r t of the s i t e i s the coopera t ive Kingsview Homes. I nc . sponsored 
by the United Housing Foundation. This s e c t i o n i s bounded by Ashland P l a c e , 
Myrtle Avenue, S t . Edwards S t r e e t and Willoughby Avenue. The f i v e bu i l d ings 
of 14 o r 15 s t o r i e s conta in ing 290 u n i t s were completed i n 1956-57. This 
middle-income housing r ece ives p a r t i a l tax-exemption. 

Another p a r t of the o v e r - a l l s i t e i s devoted to Un ive r s i t y Towers, 
a r e n t a l s e c t i o n of 552 u n i t s , now occupied; t h i s i s i n the area from Myrt le 
to Willoughby Avenues from Pr ince S t r e e t to Ashland P l a c e . 

4 . T i t l e I P r a t t I n s t i t u t e Area: As descr ibed by the Slum C l e a r -
ance Committee, the e n t i r e s i t e extends from Myrtle to L a f a y e t t e Avenues and 
from Classon Avenue to Ha l l S t r e e t . About h a l f the s i t e i s i n t h i s commu-
n i t y and the o the r p a r t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant . One s e c t i o n was a l l o t t e d to 
P r a t t I n s t i t u t e f o r i t s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and expansion program; the I n s t i t u t e ' s 
bu i ld ings a re nearing completion. 

The nor thern s e c t i o n between Willoughby and Myrt le Avenues from 
Hal l S t r e e t to Emerson P lace known as Willoughby Walk Apartments has two of 
i t s th ree bu i ld ings occupied and the t h i r d i s scheduled f o r completion t h i s 
November. Two commercial bu i ld ings on Myrt le Avenue a re a l so completed. 
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The second r e s i d e n t i a l s e c t i o n - Quadrangle Apartments - between 
De Kalb and L a f a y e t t e Avenues from S t . James P lace to Classon Avenue i s 
under c o n s t r u c t i o n with two apartment bu i l d ings scheduled f o r completion i n 
June and two i n December of 1960. A commercial bu i ld ing w i t h i n t h i s area 
w i l l he ready f o r occupancy i n May 1960. 

This development was under taken as a slum c lea rance p lan of a 
" b l i g h t e d a rea" which was desc r ibed as "a conglomeration of f a c t o r i e s , o u t -
moded commercial bu i l d ings and d e c r e p i t frame or b r ick r e s i d e n t i a l housing 
by the Slum Clearance Committee. The Committee r epor t ed i n 1953 t h a t 93 .2 
pe r cen t of the r e s idences were b u i l t p r i o r to 1902 and t h a t some were so 
badly run-down t h a t they were boarded up. 

5. Cadman P l a z a : In Apr i l 1959 Commissioner Moses p resen ted a r e -
p o r t f o r the Slum Clearance Committee recommending a T i t l e I redevelopment 
p r o j e c t f o r a f i ve -b lock area i n Brooklyn He igh t s . The boundaries a r e 
Fu l ton , Clark and Henry S t r e e t s on the p e r i p h e r y of the Brooklyn Civ ic Cen te r . 
I n a d d i t i o n , the area w i l l i nc lude a small p l o t extending halfway up Clark 
S t r e e t from Ful ton S t r e e t toward Monroe P lace and southward along Ful ton to 
C l i n t o n S t r e e t . 

The p r o j e c t i s r epor t ed to inc lude 1) a 2 0 - s t o r y apartment b u i l d -
i n g , two blocks long, and con ta in ing 772 dwel l ing u n i t s ; 2) a c l u s t e r of 5 
low commercial bu i l d ings and 3) a landscaped t e r r a c e with underground 
garage . Monthly r e n t a l s a re expected to average $53 a room and 42 p e r c e n t 
of the apar tments would be two-room u n i t s . A l o c a l group has c r i t i c i z e d the 
r e s i d e n t i a l p l an sugges t ing the need f o r coopera t ive apar tments with l a r g e r 
u n i t s to accommodate f a m i l i e s wi th c h i l d r e n . 

A s p e c i a l committee headed by the borough p r e s i d e n t recommended i n 
June of t h i s year a p l an f o r a p l o t extending along Fu l ton S t r e e t from 
Montague S t r e e t north to a p o i n t beyond Popla r S t r e e t near the main approach 
to the Brooklyn Bridge. This invo lves a $10 m i l l i o n commercial redeve lop-
ment of City-owned p r o p e r t y a t Fu l ton , Montague and P i e r r e p o n t S t r e e t s . The 
Brooklyn Savings Bank, i f i t s bid f o r the p roper ty i s s u c c e s s f u l , proposes 
to e r e c t a 12 - s to ry bu i ld ing f o r the Savings Bank, the Bankers Trus t Company 
and new o f f i c e s f o r the Brooklyn Union Gas Company. The committee a l so 
recommended t h a t the block bounded by F u l t o n , P i e r r e p o n t and C l in ton be the 
s i t e of a $5 m i l l i o n apartment house of 15 s t o r i e s . ' 

Brooklyn Civ ic Center 

Since 1945, the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of Downtown Brooklyn under a p r o -
gram invo lv ing the C i t y , the S t a t e and the Federa l governments, the P o r t of 
New York Au tho r i ty and non-publ ic o r g a n i z a t i o n s has been p rogress ing s t e a d i -
l y . At l e a s t $300 m i l l i o n w i l l be expended on r e j u v e n a t i n g the East River 
water f r o n t from the Navy Yard to A t l a n t i c Avenue and in land f a r enough to 
i nc lude most of t h i s Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community. 
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The focus of the program i s the 58-acre s i t e of the $125 m i l l i o n 
Civic Center bounded by the Brooklyn Bridge approaches on the nor th , J ay 
S t r e e t on the e a s t , Borough Hal l on the South and Ful ton S t r e e t on the wes t . 
Many anc ien t slum bu i ld ings have been replaced by the S. Parkes Cadman 
Plaza Park , Walt Whitman Park and a d d i t i o n a l blocks a re marked fo r demoli-
t i o n . 

The new $18 m i l l i o n Supreme Court Building i s on Adams S t r e e t , j u s t 
north of Borough H a l l . The Federal government has proposed a new cour t 
house north of the Federal Building and Brooklyn Pos t O f f i c e , A new Down-
town Branch of the Brooklyn P u b l i c L ib ra ry w i l l be b u i l t a t Ful ton , C l i n t o n 
and T i l l a r y S t r e e t s . Many a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e , pub l i c and garage b u i l d i n g s a re 
planned o r under c o n s t r u c t i o n . The Long I s l a n d U n i v e r s i t y , Brooklyn Po ly-
technic I n s t i t u t e and the New York Ci ty Community Col lege a re expanding 
t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s . 

On June 30, 1959 the Board of Education and the S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y 
announced p lans fo r j o i n t campus f a c i l i t i e s f o r the George Westinghouse 
Vocational High School and the N.Y.C. Community Col lege . This w i l l be 
loca ted on a 3 .5 acre s i t e bounded by J a y , T i l l a r y , Bridge and Johnson 
S t r e e t s , and w i l l inc lude a new co l lege audi tor ium to be used by both 
schools , a hea t ing p l a n t f o r both, the high school , a co l l ege gymnasium, and 
a s epa ra t e c l o s e d - c i r c u i t educa t iona l t e l e v i s i o n s tud io f o r the high school . 

A sec t i on of Lawrence S t r e e t w i l l be closed and landscaped. The 
ad j acen t c i t y block between Jay and P e a r l S t r e e t s i s reserved fo r co l l ege 
expansion. An e x i s t i n g annex of the high school ( fo rmer ly P .S . 5) a t Bridge 
and T i l l a r y S t r e e t s w i l l be remodeled and an a d d i t i o n cons t ruc ted to form 
the main high school b u i l d i n g . 



SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY /̂ 

Day Nurse r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. Immaculate Conception Day Nursery, I nc . 
Far ragu t Houses 
32 Navy S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i ld ren and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i l d r en 
6-7 y e a r s . 

2 . Low Memorial Child Care Center 
South Brooklyn Neighborhood Houses 
62 Joralemon S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

3. Willoughby-Fort Greene Child Care Center 
For t Greene Houses 
90 S t . Edwards S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i ld ren and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of c h i l d r e n 
6-9 yea r s . 

Other auspices 

4 . Dai ly School of Grace Church 
50 Grace Court 

Nursery school and k inde rga r t en 

5. Plymouth Day Care Unit 
Plymouth Church of the P i lg r ims 
75 Hicks S t r e e t 

Nursery school 

6. S t . Joseph 1 s College; Preschool Group 
245 Cl in ton Avenue 

Nursery school 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, although 
se rv i ce i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , located 
e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices 

1. Brooklyn Music School 
126 S t . Fe l ix S t r e e t 

OffOrs q u a l i t y i n s t r u c t i o n a t low r a t e s i n music, drama 
and dance. Specia l t r a i n i n g f o r the b l i n d ; s c h o l a r s h i p s 
f o r deserving young s tuden t s . 

2. Brooklyn Pub l ic L ibra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and ch i ld ren e i t h e r oc c a s i ona l l y or on a r e g u l a r 
weekly b a s i s . 

Montague Branch 
197 Montague S t r e e t 

I n the 1958-59 yea r , t h i s branch has sponsored a weekly 
f i lm program f o r a d u l t s ( i n the f a l l ) , weekly s e s s ions 
of the Henry George School of Economics, a Folk Song 
Program i n November, a S tory Hour f o r c h i l d r e n i n December. 

Walt Whitman Branch 
93 S t . Edwards S t r e e t 

Cooperates with a c t i v i t i e s of For t Greene Houses. 

3. Ca tho l i c Set t lement Assoc ia t ion of Brooklyn, I n c . : The Doctor 
White Memorial Ca tho l i c Set t lement 
106 Gold S t r e e t 

Mainta ins a program to meet the s p i r i t u a l , educa t iona l and 
c u l t u r a l needs of ch i l d r en and a d u l t s l i v i n g i n the Navy 
Yard D i s t r i c t . A c t i v i t i e s inc lude a r t s and c r a f t s , manual 
t r a i n i n g , domestic sc ience , sewing, dancing, d ramat ics and 
o the r group work. 

4. Educat ion, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community 
Education 

Af t e r - s choo l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of elementary and 
j u n i o r high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school 
days. A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , woodworking, 
music, c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , 
t r i p s and spec i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 



Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

Education, Board o f , C i ty of New York - continued 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers ;Centers opera t ing i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York Ci ty Youth Board as well as a 
few o ther cen ters a ־ re on a f u l l - t i m e , twelve-month b a s i s . 
They provide s e rv i ce s s imi l a r to those descr ibed i n t h e two 
programs above, except f o r more emphasis on small group 
a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These 
cen te r s accept c h i l d r e n from the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni ts 
and community agencies and a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Brooklyn Technical High School: Evening Community Center 
29 For t Greene P lace 

Open Tuesday through Fr iday evenings; swimming a v a i l a b l e . 

P .S . 8: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
37 Hicks S t r e e t 

P .S . 20: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - schoo l Center 
Adelphi S t r e e t and Willoughby Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Thursday 

P.S. and J .H .S . 29: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
Henry and Kane S t r e e t s 

Evening center open Monday through Fr iday 

P.S. 67: Fu l l - t ime Community Center 
51-63 S t . Edwards S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday and a f t e rnoon 
program a v a i l a b l e 7 da ys 0 week (on Saturday and Sunday 
the hours are from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m). 

J .H .S . 265: Fu l l - t ime Community Center 
101 Park Avenue . 

Subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board^/ 

5. Emmanuel C h r i s t i a n Center ( B a p t i s t Church Extension Socie ty 
of Brooklyn and Queens) 
36 S t . James Place 

Af t e r - schoo l and evening program - hobby and r e c r e a t i o n a l ; 
mothers ' groups; vaca t ion church school 

2 / The cen te r s subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board accept 
ch i ld ren from R e f e r r a l Un i t s , community agencies and a lso by d i r e c t 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - continued 

6. I n d u s t r i a l Home fo r the Blind: I .H.B. Day Center 
43 Greene Avenue 

Recrea t ion program f o r b l ind persons , 55 years of age and 
over , u t i l i z i n g l a r g e number of s e l ec t ed seeing vo lun tee r s 
under p r o f e s s i o n a l l e a de r sh i p ; program inc ludes s o c i a l 
dancing, dramat ics , choral and ins t rumenta l music, radio 
cons t ruc t i on and r e p a i r and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s on the premises 
and i n add i t i on , ou t s ide f a c i l i t i e s a re used f o r bowling, 
f i s h i n g , swimming, h ik ing , horseback r i d i n g . The Club House 
has a f u l l y equipped audi tor ium, game room, hobby shop, 
music room, e t c . and lounge. T ranspo r t a t i on by car provided by 
the Home i n most cases . Open 11 months of yea r , 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 2 days a week f o r each group. 

7 . Navy Yard Boys1 Club, I n c . 
193 York S t r e e t 

Recrea t ion fo r boys, 6-18 yea r s , inc luding a t h l e t i c s , 
voca t iona l c l a s s e s , music and dramat ics . 

8 . Parks , Department o f , C i ty of New York^/ 

Brooklyn War Memorial Recrea t ion Center 
Cadman P laza , Ful ton and Orange S t r e e t s 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude audi tor ium, game room, a r t s and c r a f t s 
room, woodworking shop. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Commodore John Barry Park ( a l so known as C i ty Park) Playground 
Flushing Avenue and Navy S t r e e t 

Foo tba l l f i e l d , baseba l l and s o f t b a l l diamonds; b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l , paddle t e n n i s and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s ; i c e ska t i ng , 
r o l l e r skat ing and r o l l e r hockey a r e a s ; dancing a r e a , 
playground with wading poo l . 

For t Greene Park 
Myrtle to De Kalb Avenues, S t . Edwards S t r e e t to Washington Park 
(Cumberland S t r e e t ) 

Playground 
Myrtle Avenue and S t . Edwards S t r e e t 

Playground, c h i l d r e n ' s garden, 6 t enn i s c o u r t s ; i c e 
ska t ing , r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a r e a s ; 
r e c r e a t i o n l e ade r sh ip . 

— Playground 
De Kalb Avenue and Washington Park (Cumberland S t r e e t ) 

Playground, outdoor dancing a r e a , horseshoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s . 

3 / In de sc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a rge and k indergar ten s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool o r shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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McLaughlin Park Playground^/ 
Bridge and T i l l a r y S t r e e t s , Jay S t r e e t and Cathedral P lace 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house wi th playrooms; 
b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , paddle t enn i s and shuf f l eboard 
c o u r t s ; i ce ska t i ng , r o l l e r skat ing and r o l l e r hockey 
a r e a s , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , r e c r e a t i o n room with equipment; 
r e c r e a t i o n l e a d e r s h i p . 

Underwood Park Playground 
Waverly and Washington Avenues, north of L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

Southwester ly s e c t i o n - f o r small ch i ld ren : s andp i t , swings, 
s l i d e s and seesaws. 
Sou theas te r ly s e c t i o n - f o r o lde r ch i ld ren : jung le gym, 
s l i d e s and swings. 
Nor ther ly s e c t i o n - comfort s t a t i o n , wading pool , q u i e t games 
area with t ab l e s and s e a t s and a lawn a r e a . 
Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground ad jacen t to Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
S t a t e S t r e e t near Willow S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Playground ad jacen t to P .S . 20 
Adelphi S t r e e t between Clermont and Willoughby Avenues 

Playground, b a s k e t b a l l and handball, cou r t s . Recreat ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Middagh S t r e e t and Upper Columbia Heigh ts , a l so Middagh S t r e e t 
and Lower Columbia Heights 

Playground with wading pool , ba ske tba l l cour t ; r e c r e a t i o n 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

9 . Po l i ce A t h l e t i c League 

T r i n i t y Club 
124 P i e r r epon t S t r e e t 

Boxing; Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion , Navy Branch 
167 Sands S t r e e t 

Boxing; Fr idays 7:00 to 10 p.m. , Saturdays 2:00 to 5 p.m. 

4 / Temporari ly closed f o r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

10. Sa lva t i on Army: Brooklyn C i t ade l Neighborhood Center 
321 Ashland Place 

Group a c t i v i t i e s f o r c h i l d r e n , young people and 
a d u l t s - G i r l Guards, Sunbeams, Boy Scouts; woodworking, 
c r a f t c l a s s e s , Home League (women's group) . F a c i l i t i e s 
inc lude audi tor ium, club room, c r a f t shop, game room, 
gym, k i t chen , l i b r a r y , lounge, music room, scout room. 

11. South Brooklyn Neighborhood Houses, I n c . : Low Memorial House 
62 Joralemon S t r e e t 

Boys' and g i r l s ' c lubs , a d u l t groups, a t h l e t i c s , gym, 
dancing, d ramat ics , a r t s and c r a f t s , t a b l e games, 
l i b r a r y , cooking and sewing c l a s s e s , Engl ish c l a s s e s , 
roof and outdoor playgrounds, summer p lay school . 
Group work s e r v i c e s f o r teenagers subs id ized by the 
New York Ci ty Youth Board.2J 

12. Willoughby House Se t t l ement , I n c . 
Operates community cen te r s in two housing p r o j e c t s . 
Programs inc lude c lubs , a t h l e t i c s , dancing, music, a r t 
workshop, dramat ics , c l a s s e s i n bas i c Engl i sh , c i v i c 
a c t i v i t i e s . Group work s e r v i c e s f o r teenagers subs id ized 
by the New York C i ty Youth Board.2J 

Fa r ragu t Houses 
228 York S t r e e t 

For t Greene Houses 
149 North Oxford Walk 

Willoughby-Fort Greene Senior C i t i z e n s Club 
149 North Oxford Walk 

Serves men and women, 60 yea r s of age and over from the 
For t Greene a rea ; i n t e r r a c i a l , nonsec ta r i an . Al l a c t i v i t i e s 
of the se t t l emen t a r e a v a i l a b l e . Meets d a i l y from 1:00 to 
3:00 p .m. ; c losed i n September. 

13. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Grea te r New York: 
Cen t ra l Branch 
55 Hanson Place 

Program of i nd iv idua l and group s p o r t s , some outdoor 
a c t i v i t i e s , mass games, bowling, b i l l i a r d s and poo l ; group 
and general s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , dancing, en t e r t a inmen t s , 
spec i a l c l a s s e s , forums, hobby groups and d rama t i c s . 
F a c i l i t i e s inc lude audi tor ium, gyms, club rooms, c r a f t 
shop, ggme rooms, l i b r a r y , lounges, Scout room, swimming 
poo l , r e c r e a t i o n r o o f , chapel , c a f e t e r i a and dormitory . 



Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

14. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion ; Navy Branch of the 
Armed Services Div i s ion of the National Board 
167 Sands S t r e e t 

Serves men of the armed s e rv i ce s . 

Other vo luntary agencies 
The Camp Fi re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Publ ic Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r ea , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and soc i a l 
agencies . Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches 
but the number of s p o r t s and age groups served vary from 
p a r i s h to p a r i s h j Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t 
i n severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Services 

1. Brooklyn Hospi ta l 
De Kalb Avenue and Ashland Place 

Well Baby c l i n i c ( f o r babies born i n Hosp i t a l , o n l y ) . 

2. Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Child Health S t a t i o n s 

For t Greene D i s t r i c t Heal th Center 
295 Flatbush Avenue Extension 

For t Greene Houses 
132 Car l ton Avenue 

Red Hook-Gowanus D i s t r i c t Health Center 
250 B a l t i c S t r e e t 

Mental Heal th Se rv i ce s^ / 

1. Brooklyn Assoc ia t ion f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n of Of fender s , Inc . 
BARO Civic Center C l i n i c ^ / 
215 Montague S t r e e t 

For d iagnos i s , t rea tment and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of o f f ende r s 
or p rede l inquent i n d i v i d u a l s over 16 who are i n c o n f l i c t 
with the law or who might lapse i n to de l inquent behavior . 
R e f e r r a l s from c o u r t s , d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y s , c o r r e c t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , s o c i a l agencies , phys ic ians and s e l f - r e f e r r a l s . 

2. Brooklyn Hospi ta l 
De Kalb Avenue and Ashland Place 

Psychia t r ic -psychosomat ic c l i n i c (R), Child Guidance 
C l i n i c (R from p e d i a t r i c c l i n i c ) . 

5 / The des igna t ion (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from 

another c l i n i c or u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 
6 / Also l i s t e d with borough-wide se rv i ces i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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Mental Heal th Services - continued 

3. Brooklyn Juven i l e Guidance Center , I n c . £ / 
129 Montague S t r e e t 

2 c l i n i c a l s e rv i ce f o r the study and t rea tment of behavior 
and emotional problems of ch i l d r en of n o r m a l ' i n t e l l i g e n c e 
upon appl ica t ion• by p a r e n t s . : 

4 . Ca tho l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Adult Guidance C l i n i c ^ / 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t 

Mental hygiene and p s y c h i a t r i c s e rv i ce f o r youth and a d u l t s . 

5. Coordinated Community Mental Heal th C l i n i c s of Brooklyn, I n c . 
Brooklyn Neuro-psychia t r i c C l i n i c , I n c . 2 / 
For t Greene •Dis t r i c t Heal th Center 
295 FlatbushvAvenue Extension 

P s y c h i a t r i c study and t rea tment f o r employed Brooklyn 
r e s i d e n t s . 

6. Cumberland Hosp i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i t y of New York 
39 Auburn Place 

Mental hygiene c l i n i c f o r c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s l i v i n g i n 
h o s p i t a l ' s d i s t r i c t . 

7 . Jewish Board of Guardians: Madeleine Borg Ch i ld Guidance 
I n s t i t u t e : Brooklyn O f f i c e ^ / 
66 Court S t r e e t 

Child guidance t rea tment s e r v i c e s to ch i ld ren p r e s e n t i n g 
p e r s o n a l i t y problems and to t h e i r p a r e n t s through 
ind iv idua l or group t r ea tmen t . Accepts c h i l d r e n 4-16 years 
of age. 

8 . S t . Char les Child Guidance C l i n i c ^ / 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t 

Diagnos t ic and t rea tment c l i n i c f o r c h i l d r e n of normal 
i n t e l l i g e n c e , 5-18 years of age, with maladjustment 
problems. 

Other C l i n i c s ^ / 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

1. Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hosp i ta l 
29 Greene Avenue 

Al le rgy (R), den ta l (R); e a r , nose and t h r o a t ; eye . 

7 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c , and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s 
included in the l i s t of borough-wide se rv i ces conta ined i n the 
I n t r o d u c t i o n . 



Other C l i n i c s - continued 

2. Brooklyn Hospi ta l 
De Kalb Avenue and Ashland P lace 

Al le rgy (R), a r t h r i t i s (R), card iac (R), ches t (R), den t a l , 
dermatology, d i a b e t i c (R)j ea r , nose and throaty 
endocrine ( t h y r o i d ) , eye (R), g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), 
gen i tou r ina ry , gynecology, hematology (R), medical , 
neurology (R), o r thoped ic , p e d i a t r i c , phys ica l therapy, 
p l a s t i c surgery, p r e n a t a l , r e c t a l , s u r g i c a l , vascu la r (R), 
venerea l d i s e a s e s . 

3. Cumberland Hosp i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i ty of New York 
39 Auburn Place 

A r t h r i t i s , c a rd i ac , den ta l ( e x t r a c t i o n s , o r a l su rge ry ) , 
dermatology, d i a b e t i c (R); ea r , nose and t h r o a t ; eye (R), 
g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), gen i tou r ina ry , gynecology (R), 
medical , p e d i a t r i c (newborn to 6 months, fo l low-up) , 
phys ica l therapy (R), s u r g i c a l . 

4 . S t . Char les Hospi ta l : Orthopedic C l i n i c 
(Hospi ta l located i n Po r t J e f f e r s o n , Long I s land) 
277 Hicks S t r e e t 

P e d i a t r i c (R), phys ica l therapy. 

C l i n i c s under o ther auspices 

Heal th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 

For t Greene D i s t r i c t Health Center (Serves r e s i d e n t s of 
Health Areas 10, 11 and 12) 
295 Flatbush Avenue Extension 

An t i r ab i c , eye and den ta l ( f o r ch i ld ren r e f e r r e d by 
school doctor or nu r se ) , t u b e r c u l o s i s , venereal d i s e a s e s . 

Red Hook-Gowanus D i s t r i c t Health Center (Serves r e s i d e n t s of 
Heal th Area 23) 
250 B a l t i c S t r e e t 

Cardiac ( f o r ch i ld ren r e f e r r e d by school doctor or nurse 
or p r i v a t e p h y s i c i a n ) , eye and denta l ( f o r ch i l d r en 
r e f e r r e d by school doctor o r n u r s e ) , n u t r i t i o n , t u b e r c u l o s i s . 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r ch i l d r en a t the fol lowing schools : 

P .S . 5, 122 T i l l a r y S t r e e t 
P .S . 8 , 37 Hicks S t r e e t 
P .S . 12, 225 Adelphi S t r e e t 
P .S . 67, 51-63 S t . Edwards S t r e e t 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^/ 

Family Se rv ice , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. New York C i ty Youth Board 
Three of the four h e a l t h a reas i n t h i s community a r e i n 
Youth Board spec i a l a r e a s . The Bedford-Stuyvesant Area 
inc ludes Health Areas 11 and 12 and the South Brooklyn 
Area takes i n Heal th 'Area 23. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant R e f e r r a l Uni t 
1193 Dean S t r e e t 

Serves ch i ld ren and young people 5-21 years of age r e s i d i n g 
i n the Bedford-Stuyvesant Area, r e f e r r e d through schools 
and o the r community agencies , and a l s o by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n -
diagnoses t h e i r need fo r s e rv i ce and makes app rop r i a t e 
r e f e r r a l s to t rea tment r e sou rces . 

South Brooklyn R e f e r r a l Unit 
P .S . 10, 511 Seventh Avenue 

Same as above f o r c h i l d r e n r e s i d i n g i n South Brooklyn Area. 

The voluntary t rea tment s e r v i c e s l ^ / i n c o n t r a c t with the Youth 
Board i n these a reas a re as fo l lows: 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid 

Soc ie ty : Family Service and C h i l d r e n ' s D iv i s ion 
Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Cente r , I n c . 
Brooklyn Soc ie ty f o r the Preven t ion of Crue l ty to Chi ld ren 
Ca tho l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, I n c . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Jewish Family Se rv i ce : Brooklyn Consu l t a t i on Center 
Jewish Hospi ta l of Brooklyn: D iv i s ion of P e d i a t r i c P s y c h i a t r y : 

Child Guidance C l i n i c 
Sa lva t i on Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

Council of Socia l and A t h l e t i c Clubs 
Bedford-Stuyvesant U n i t , 1243 Bedford Avenue 
South Brooklyn Uni t , Municipal Bui ld ing 
Joralemon and Court S t r e e t s 

Provides s o c i a l s e r v i c e s to s e l e c t e d u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t 
c lubs i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e a r e a s . 

8 / This l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca ted wi th in the a r e a . 

2 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 

10/ These agencies a l l have one o f f i c e serv ing the e n t i r e borough ( see 
foo tno te 9 ) . 



92 

Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices - continued 

2. Po l i ce Department, Ci ty of New York: Juven i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 79 S t a t i o n House 
627 Gates Avenue 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and provides 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e s o c i a l t rea tment f o r j u v e n i l e de l inquen t s . 

3 . Welfare , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 
This community i s served by two d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of the 
Department a t the fol lowing l o c a t i o n s : 

Williamsburg Welfare Center ( s e rves r e s i d e n t s of Heal th Areas 
23, 10, 11 and t h a t p a r t of 12 t h a t l i e s west of Cumberland 
S t r e e t ) 
749 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

For t Greene Welfare Center ( se rves r e s i d e n t s of Heal th Area 12 
who l i v e e a s t of Cumberland S t r e e t ) . 
147 P r ince S t r e e t 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and dentaj. care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e rv i ce s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e for f a m i l i e s with ch i l d r en when mother i s i ncapac i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e se rv ice f o r i ncapac i t a t ed a d u l t s on 
pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 
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SECTION I I I PUBIIC m PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A« PUBIIC SCHOOLS 

1• Public School 5 
122 T i l l a r y Street 

2 . Public School 7 (Annex of Public School 287) 
141 York Street near Bridge Street 

3• Public School 8 
37 Hicks Street 

4• Public School 12 
123 Adelphi Street 

5• Public School 20 
225 Adelphi Street 

6• Public School and Junior High School 29 
425 Henry Street 

7• Public School 67 
51 S t , Edwards Street 

8 . Junior High School 265 
101 Park Avenue 

9 . Public School 287 
46-57 Navy Street 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Raman Catholic 

1• Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish School 
67 Middagh Street 

2. Queen of a l l Saints Parish School 
315 Clinton Avenue 

3• Sacred Heart Parish School 
26 Clermont Averne 

4• St« Charles Borrcameo Parish School 
31 Sidney Place 

5• S t . James Parish School 
246 Jay Street 

6• S t . Paul Parish School 
235 Clinton Street 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God 

1. C h r i s t i a n Church, I n c . 
184 Navy S t r e e t 

2 . I g l e s i a Ant ioquia 
201 C l in ton S t r e e t 

3 . I g l e s i a De Dios P e n t e c o s t a l 
160 Fu l ton S t r e e t 

4 . I g l e s i a Juan 3:16 De Brooklyn 
127 C a r l t o n Avenue 

B a p t i s t 

5 . Emmanuel B a p t i s t Church 
279 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

6 . S t . F e l i x B a p t i s t Church 
21 S t . F e l i x S t r e e t 

Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n 

7 . Cadman Memorial Church 
350 C l i n t o n Avenue 

8 . Plymouth Church of the P i l g r i m s 
57 Orange S t r e e t 

Lutheran 

9 . Danish Seamen's Church 
102 Willow S t r e e t 

10. S t . Luke Lutheran Church (UL) 
259 Washington Avenue 

11. Zion German Lutheran Church (UL) 
125-131 Henry S t r e e t 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

12. F i r s t P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
124 Henry S t r e e t 



Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - cont inued 

P r e s b y t e r i a n - continued 

13. L a f a y e t t e Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
85 South Oxford S t r e e t 

14. Spencer Memorial P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
99 Cl in ton S t r e e t 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

15. Church of S t . Michael and S t . Mark 
230 Adelphi S t r e e t 

16. Grace Church, Brooklyn Heights 
50 Grace Court 

17. S t . Ann's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
131 Cl in ton S t r e e t 

Other 

18. Brooklyn Bridge Rescue Mission (Nondenominational) 
121 Ful ton S t r e e t 

19. The Church of the Neighbor, New Church (Swedenborgian) 
108 Clark S t r e e t 

20. Church of the Open Door ( in te rdenomina t iona l ) 
201 Gold S t r e e t 

21. Church of the Savior (Uni ta r i an) 
50 Monroe Place 

22. Hanson Place Cen t ra l Methodist Church 
144 S t . Fe l ix S t r e e t 

23. Meeting House, Re l ig ious Soc ie ty of Fr iends 
265 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

24. Mt. Zion Holy Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
31 S t . Fe l ix S t r e e t 

25. The P e o p l e ' s Mission (Gospel Mission) 
246 Myrtle Avenue 

26. S a i n t Constant ine Greek Orthodox Church 
64 Schermerhorn S t r e e t 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Assumption of the Blessed Vi rg in Mary R. C. Church 
64 Middagh S t r e e t 

2 . Our Lady of Lebanon (Maroni te) , R. C. Church 
113 Remsen S t r e e t 

3. Our Lady of P i l a r Mission Chapel of S t . P e t e r ' s R. C. Church 
158 Ful ton S t r e e t 

4. Queen of Al l Sa in t s R. C. Church 
300 Vanderb i l t Avenue 

5. Sacred Heart R. C. Church 
41 Adelphi S t r e e t 

6. S t . Ann R. C. Church 
251 Front S t r e e t 

7 . S t . Boniface R. C. Church 
109 Willoughby S t r e e t 

8 . S t . Charles Borromeo R. C. Church 
21 Sidney Place 

9. S t . George R. C. Church (Li thuanian) 
207 York S t r e e t 

10. S t . James Pro-Cathedral 
250 Cathedral Place 

11. S t . John Chapel of Queen of Al l Sa in t s 
264 Cumberland S t r e e t 

12. S t . Michael Archangel and S t . Edward R.C. Church ( I t a l i a n ) 
108 S t . Edwards S t r e e t 

13. S t . P a u l ' s R. C. Church 
234 Congress S t r e e t 

14. The Virg in Mary (Byzantine Greek Melchite) 
134 Amity S t r e e t 



Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene 396 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

Jewish Center of F t . Greene (Orthodox) 
Clermont and Willoughby Avenue 

D. OTHER 

Is lamic Mission of America 
143 S t a t e S t r e e t 



98 

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The Bedford-Stuyvesant community, as def ined here , now has more 
r e s i d e n t s than any o the r Brooklyn community and has held t h i s leading p o s i -
t i o n s ince 1930. The land area i s a t r i a n g u l a r wedge extending from the 
F t . Greene area to a narrow po in t a t the j u n c t i o n of East New York Avenue 
and Broadway. The nor thern boundary which d iv ides t h i s community from 
Williamsburg runs from Cl in ton Avenue ac ross Flushing Avenue to Bedford Ave-
nue, then north on Heyward S t r e e t to Marcy Avenue, south on Marcy to Floyd, 
and then across Floyd and Stockton S t r e e t s to Broadway which forms the 
boundary sepa ra t ing t h i s area from Bushwick-Ridgewood and East New York. 
The d iv id ing l i n e s from the F t . Greene, Crown Heights and Brownsvil le a reas 
a re i r r e g u l a r , fo l lowing fo r the most p a r t C l in ton , Grand, Washington, and 
A t l a n t i c Avenues to meet East New York Avenue and thence to Broadway. The 
eleven h e a l t h a reas which form t h i s community a re 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
28, 30, 31, 36 and 37. 

In the 1920 's , and i n previous yea r s , much of the downtown or 
Bedford s ec t i on of t h i s community was a prosperous,, home-owning, midd le -c lass 
neighborhood, with some la rge houses s e t i n gardens and many one-family 
brownstone o r whi tes tone houses of the th ree or four f l o o r and s t r e e t - l e v e l 
basement type. The uptown or Stuyvesant s e c t i o n contained more modest homes. 
In the f i r s t two decades of the n ine teen th century , much of the inexpensive 
housing was found i n the f l a t s over the s t o r e s along the main business 
s t r e e t s - Ful ton S t r e e t , A t l a n t i c Avenue, and Gates, Sumner and Myrtle Ave-
nues. But even by 1940 the a r ea , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the uptown or Stuyvesant 
Heights s ec t i on , had d e t e r i o r a t e d cons iderab ly , with slum neighborhoods 
comparable with the worst s ec t i ons of Harlem. 

At p r e s e n t , th ree pub l i c housing p r o j e c t s - a l l low-rent - are i n 
ope ra t ion ! a fou r th p r o j e c t has been i n the planning s tage f o r two years and 
two new p r o j e c t s were approved by the Ci ty Planning Commission i n the spring 
of 1959. Al l t h r ee a re proposed as Federa l ly-sponsored housing. 

In land s i z e , Bedford-Stuyvesant ranks seventh among the communi-
t i e s extending over 2,359 a c r e s . The s t r e e t s , however, cover a t o t a l of 
981 ac re s , leaving 1,378 for r e s i d e n t i a l , i n d u s t r i a l , commercial and o the r 
community purposes . 

Land use : According to the land use survey of 1955-56, about 61 
a c r e s , or 4 p e r c e n t , of the a v a i l a b l e 1,378 acres were vacant . The small 
parks - Cal lahan-Kel ly and Tompkins - and outdoor playgrounds took up only 
some 50 ac r e s , o r a l i t t l e l e s s than 4 percent of the t o t a l . The many 
schools and churches, two homes fo r the aged, and one res idence h a l l , i n ad-
d i t i o n to p o l i c e and f i r e f a c i l i t i e s and o the r pub l ic or p r i v a t e i n s t i t u -
t i o n a l bu i l d ings , absorbed 91 ac r e s , near ly 7 pe rcen t of the land . Trans-
p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , inc luding the Long I s l and Railroad t r acks accounted 
fo r 25 acres - not q u i t e 2 p e r c e n t . 
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In s p i t e of t h i s community's r e s i d e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r , commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s u t i l i z e d some 217 ac res or almost 16 pe rcen t of the 
a r e a . In only four communities were more ac res devoted to these purposes and 
i n only f i ve was a g r e a t e r p ropor t ion of the t o t a l acreage so used. Light 
i n d u s t r i e s accounted fo r 68 ac res or 31 pe rcen t of the 217 ac res and heavy 
i n d u s t r i e s f o r 56 acres or 26 p e r c e n t . Automobile s torage and s e r v i c e s 
covered j u s t under 20 pe rcen t and warehouses, 7 percen t of the t o t a l . Thus, 
16 percen t or about 35 ac res were l e f t fo r r e t a i l s t o r e s , o f f i c e s and o the r 
commercial u s e s . 

Most of the 124 i n d u s t r i a l acres a re i n the s e c t i o n a d j a c e n t to 
Williamsburg between Marcy and Cl in ton Avenues (H.A. 13 and 14) . Another 
19.6 acres are i n the t i p of the t r i a n g l e between East NewYork and Browns-
v i l l e (H.A. 36 and 37) . An example־of one r e c e n t development i n Heal th Area 
14 i s found i n the announcement i n March 1959 t h a t the Merganthaler Linotype 
Company sold i t s p l a n t of 10 bu i ld ings near the Navy Yard f o r convers ion 
i n t o an i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r . 1 / Hoda Corpora t ion , buyers , w i l l r e n t more than 
550,000 square f e e t . 

Some 934 ac res - over two- th i rds (67.7 percent ) of the land area 
exc lus ive of s t r e e t s - a re devoted to r e s i d e n c e s . This ranks the community 
f i f t h in t h i s r e s p e c t . Nearly ha l f (49.7 pe rcen t ) of t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e -
age i s occupied by m u l t i - f a m i l y dwell ings - t h a t i s bu i ld ings accommodating 
th ree or more f a m i l i e s . Another 39 percen t of the acres a re covered by 
homes c l a s s i f i e d as two-family dwel l ings . There have been some i n d i c a t i o n s 
t h a t , i n f a c t , some of the dwel l ings c l a s s i f i e d as one- or two-family homes 
a c t u a l l y house more f a m i l i e s . 

In any event , the popu la t ion d e n s i t y i s f a i r l y h igh ; based on the 
1957 popula t ion the average number of persons pe r r e s i d e n t i a l ac re i s 271, 
On t h i s score , Bedford-Stuyvesant ranks f i f t h among the twenty communities. 
The dens i ty i s h igher i n Williamsburg, Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, Browns-
v i l l e , and South Brooklyn-Red Hook. 

Popula t ion s i z e 

This l a r g e s t of the Brooklyn communities had 253,015 r e s i d e n t s ac -
cording to the Specia l Census of 1957 or 9 .7 pe rcen t of the borough popula-
t i o n . Since t h i s i s the type of area which the Bureau of the Census f i n d s 
most d i f f i c u l t to enumerate completely, i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t the 
popu la t ion exceeds the census count by one to two percen t d e s p i t e the s p e c i a l 
e f f o r t s to cover such neighborhoods. 

Since i t ranks f i f t h i n r e s i d e n t i a l acreage and f i f t h i n popu la t i on 
d e n s i t y and has always been a neighborhood of homes, i t i s n a t u r a l t h a t 
Bedford-Stuyvesant has led the o the r communities in s i z e of popu la t ion f o r 
decades. Another f a c t o r con t r i bu t i ng to the s i z e of the popu la t ion i s t h a t 
i t became the crowded cen te r of the borough 's growing Negro popu la t i on . 

1 / H igh l igh t s , N.Y.C. Department of Commerce and Pub l ic Events , March 1959. 
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In 1950 the popu la t i on of 269,588 c o n s t i t u t e d 9 .8 pe rcen t of the 
borough t o t a l , a p r o p o r t i o n almost i d e n t i c a l with the 1957 f i g u r e al though 
the seven years had brought a decrease of 6 . 1 p e r c e n t . The prev ious decade, 
on the o t h e r hand, had brought an i n c r e a s e of 13,200 r e s i d e n t s or 5 . 1 percen t 
from the 1940 popu la t i on of 256,388. Between 1930 and 1940 the number of 
r e s i d e n t s had r i s e n but by only 3,200 o r 1 .3 p e r c e n t . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

The name "Bedford-Stuyvesant" i s o f t e n a s s o c i a t e d with an area a s -
sumed to be almost completely popula ted by Negroes. As the 1950 and 1957 
census data given below r e v e a l , the community as de f ined here had not become 
e x c l u s i v e l y Negro even by 1957. I n 1930, the 31,215 Negro r e s i d e n t s formed 
only about 12 pe rcen t of the t o t a l popu la t ion ; by 1940 the Negro group had 
r i s e n to 65,166 or 25 pe rcen t of the l a r g e r number of persons l i v i n g i n the 
a r e a . The Negro p r o p o r t i o n i n 1950 was 51 pe r cen t and i n 1957 almost two-
t h i r d s of the t o t a l . 

The popular impress ion probably d e r i v e s from the composit ion of 
the popu la t ion w i t h i n a more l im i t ed s e c t i o n u s u a l l y meant by the term 
"Bedford-Stuyvesant" - Heal th Areas 13, 20, 21, 28, 30 and 36. This s e c t i o n 
extends from Washington to Ralph Avenues and from L a f a y e t t e to A t l a n t i c Ave-
nues. These are the h e a l t h a reas where Negroes now g r e a t l y outnumber the 
w h i t e s . I n 1930 they formed 20 pe r cen t of the pOpU xa t i o n i n the s e c t i o n but 
had become 41 pe rcen t by 1940, 83 pe r cen t by 1950, and 91 pe rcen t by 1957. 

The per iod of g r e a t e s t growth i n the Negro p o r t i o n of the e n t i r e 
community under c o n s i d e r a t i o n was the decade between 1940 and 1950. Nearly 
34,000 were added to the area between 1930 and 1940, an i nc rea se of 109 p e r -
cen t but from 1940 to 1950 72,270 were added, a percentage r i s e of 111. By 
t h i s time the Negro colony was moving outward, i n t o the a d j a c e n t a r ea s -
Crown Heights and Brownsvi l le . The next seven years brought another r i s e 
but a r i s e of smal le r magnitude - 28,777 i n number o r 21 p e r c e n t . 

The ex t en t to which Brooklyn Negroes concent ra ted i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant from 1930 through 1950 but began to d i s p e r s e a f t e r 1950 i s r e -
vea led by these pe rcen t ages : I n 1930, t h i s community contained 45 pe r cen t 
of a l l the Negroes i n Brooklyn, i n 1940, 61 p e r c e n t , i n 1950, 66 pe rcen t 
but i n 1957, only 54 p e r c e n t . Perhaps the d i s p e r s a l began fo r sheer lack 
of a d d i t i o n a l l i v i n g space i n the area but a t l e a s t two o the r f a c t o r s 
p robably con t r i bu t ed to the movement: the a v a i l a b i l i t y of pub l i c housing 
i n o t h e r neighborhoods to the low-income f a m i l i e s and the d e s i r e f o r , and 
a b i l i t y to pay f o r , b e t t e r housing i n l e s s crowded a reas among the h i g h e r -
income f a m i l i e s . 
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1950 Census: White r e s i d e n t s were found in every h e a l t h a rea a t 
the time of the census; only Health Areas 20 and 28 had fewer than 5,000 white 
r e s i d e n t s and the whi tes were predominant i n the a reas ad j acen t to Williamsburg 
(H.A. 14, 18 and 19), and i n Health Areas 31 and 37 which are a d j a c e n t to 
Bushwick and East New York. The small Puer to Rican group l i ved c h i e f l y i n 
the s e c t i o n ad jo in ing Williamsburg - 69 pe rcen t were i n Heal th Areas 14, 18 
and 19. 

Popula t ion of Bedford-Stuyvesant , 
by c u l t u r a l qroup: 1950 

Percen t 
C u l t u r a l qroup Number of t o t a l 

.All c l a s s e s 269,588 100.0 

Cont inen ta l na t ive white 97,596 36.2 
Foreign-born white 29,780 11.0 
Puer to Rican 4,769 1.8 
Negro 136,834 50.8 
Other nonwhite races 6 0 9 ' . 0 .  ׳ 2

The leading n a t i o n a l i t y group among the fo re ign-born whi tes was 
the I t a l i a n - 38 percen t of t h i s group. They l ived c h i e f l y i n the downtown 
sec t ions near F t . Greene and Williamsburg and the Uptown neighborhoods ad-
j a c e n t to Bushwick or Eas t New York. The country of o r i g i n second i n im-
por tance was Russia with 18<6 percen t of the t o t a l ) but i f a l l the middle 
and e a s t e r n European coun t r i e s are combined, they account f o r 44 p e r c e n t ; 
a l m o s t . t h r e e - f i f t h s of the na t ives of these coun t r i e s l ived i n Heal th Areas 
18 and.19. I t i s p o s s i b l e t ha t a s u b s t a n t i a l p ropor t ion of the group from 
e a s t e r n Europe - and t h e i r f ami l i e s - were Jewish . The a n a l y s i s of dea ths 
among the white popu la t ion during 1954 by the p lace of b u r i a l i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
about o n e - f i f t h of the c e r t i f i c a t e s i s sued fo r persons 25 years old o r o lde r 
were fo r Jewish cemete r ies . 

1957 Census: As noted e a r l i e r , the Negro community had grown to 
about two- th i rds of the popula t ion i n t h i s community by 1957. Although the 
data from the Specia l Census c l a s s i f y 34 percen t of the r e s i d e n t s as whi te , 
most of the Puer to Ricans are included i n the count . 

Popula t ion of Bedford-Stuyvesant , 
bv co lo r : 1957 

Percen t 
Color Number of t o t a l 

All c l a s s e s 253.015 100.0 

White 86,473 34.2 
Negro 166,213 65.7 
Other nonwhite races 329 0 . 1 
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The pub l i c and p a r o c h i a l school da ta i n d i c a t e t h a t about 15.6 p e r -
cent of the Puer to Ricans i n Brooklyn l i v e i n t h i s Bedford-Stuyvesant com-
munity. I f t h i s assumption i s v a l i d , the e s t ima te of the community's Puer to 
Rican popu la t i on in 1957 i s from about 23,400 to 24,900, a f i v e - f o l d i n c r e a s e 
over 1950.2/ 

The acceptance of the maximum es t ima te of 24,900 g r e a t l y mod i f i e s 
the p i c t u r e p resen ted by the 1957 Census.—׳Adjusting the census count to 
show the Puer to Rican group separa te ly* i n d i c a t e s t h a t the white popu la t i on 
had been reduced to about 62,690, a drop of about 51 pe rcen t firom 1950. 
Even though t h e Puer to Rican es t ima te may be i n e r r o r by 10 pe rcen t , i t i s 
apparen t t h a t the c u l t u r a l composit ion of t h i s community i s markedly more 
d i v e r s e than i n 1950. The a d j u s t e d data g ive t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r 1957: 
White - 24 .8 p e r c e n t ; Negro - 65 .3 p e r c e n t ; Puer to Rican - 9 .8 p e r c e n t ; and 
nonwhite o the r than Negro - 0 . 1 p e r c e n t . 

The churches loca t ed w i th in Bedford-Stuyvesant o f f e r a s t rong p r e -
sumption t h a t the r e l i g i o u s d i v e r s i t y exceeds t h a t found i n any o the r p o r t i o n 
of Brooklyn. The P r o t e s t a n t churches - 121 of s u f f i c i e n t permanence to be 
found i n the P r o t e s t a n t church d i r e c t o r y - inc lude not only 17 or 18 recog-
nized denominations but many o t h e r independent and u n c l a s s i f i e d groups . (See 
Sec t ion IV) I.n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a re 14 Roman Ca tho l i c churches and 17 Jewish 
synagogues or temples. The p a r o c h i a l schools i nc lude : 10 Roman C a t h o l i c , 
two Jewish schools and one Seventh Day Advent i s t school . 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s : With due allowance f o r the d i f f e r e n c e s i n age 
composit ion and b i r t h r a t e s , the a n a l y s i s of l i v e b i r t h s by e thn ic groups 
suppor t s the moderate growth i n the Negro popu la t ion and the pronounced r i s e 
i n the Puer to Rican component i n t h i s area. The nonwhite b i r t h s rose from 
4,539 i n 1952 to 5,764 i n 1957 and to 6 ,063 i n 1958. These r ep resen ted 64.6 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l of 7,026 b i r t h s i n 1952, 75 .1 pe r cen t of the 7 ,674 
b i r t h s dur ing 1957 and 77 .4 pe rcen t of the 7 ,831 b i r t h s i n 1958. 

The number of c h i l d r e n born to mothers of Puer to Rican o r i g i n , on 
the o t h e r hand, rose from 291 or 4 pe rcen t of the 1952 t o t a l to 870 b i r t h s 
i n 1957 and 857 i n 1958; i n the two r e c e n t yea r s they amounted to 11 .3 and 
10.9 p e r c e n t of a l l b i r t h s . P o s s i b l y the decrease of over 58 pe rcen t i n the 
white b i r t h s from 1952 to 1958 r e f l e c t s not only the ou^-migra t ion of white 

2 / The school data a re f a r from s a t i s f a c t o r y as a b a s i s f o r e s t ima t ing r e s i -
den t s i n t h i s community. The schools loca ted i n the area are p a r t of four 
d i f f e r e n t school d i s t r i c t s ; crowded schools and i r r e g u l a r community bounda-
r i e s suggest more i n t e r change bf c h i l d r e n with ad jScant a reas than i n some 
neighborhoods. The b i r t h da ta f o r 1957 (Table 4 ) , however, show t h a t 15 
p e r c e n t of Brooklyn ' s 1957 Puer to Rican b i r t h s were to r e s i d e n t s of t h i s 
community. The e s t ima te used , t h e r e f o r e , seems r easonab le . 

3 / About 95 pe rcen t of the Puer to Rican b i r t h s i n t h i s community a re c l a s s i -
f i e d as whi te ; t h e r e f o r e , 95 pe rcen t of the 24,900 a re assumed to be 
wh i t e . 
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r e s i d e n t s but the depar ture of younger white f a m i l i e s The 2,196 b י? . i r t h s to 
white mothers i n 1952 c o n s t i t u t e d 31.3 percen t of the t o t a l . By 1957 the 
white percentage was only 13.6 and during 1958 the 911 b i r t h s were 11.6 p e r -
cent of a l l b i r t h s . 

School da ta : In September 1957, the approximate e thn ic census 
taken by the Board of Education i n the pub l i c elementary and j u n i o r high 
schools loca ted wi th in the r a t h e r a r t i t i c i a l boundary l i n e s of Bedford-
Stuyvesant provides t h i s d i s t r i b u t i o n of the c h i l d r e n on the r e g i s t e r : 
Negro - 74.8 pe rcen t ; Puerto Rican - 14.5 p e r c e n t ; a l l o the r c h i l d r e n - 10.7 
p e r c e n t . The fol lowing year - October 1958 - the 33,510 ch i l d r en r e g i s t e r e d 
were divided as fo l lows: Negro - 76 .3 ; Puer to Rican - 14.8; and o the r -
8 .9 pe rcen t . 

As noted p rev ious ly , i t i s e s p e c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t to judge to what 
ex t en t the pub l i c school data r e f l e c t the e thn i c d i s t r i b u t i o n of school-age 
ch i l d r en in t h i s community; the r i s e i n the number of c h i l d r e n 6-13 years 
of age with i t s consequent overcrowding of schools , the four school d i s t r i c t s 
involved and the rezoning of neighborhoods, may well mean cons ide rab le i n -
terchange of s tuden t s among the "communities" e s t a b l i s h e d fo r t h i s r e p o r t . 

The p a r t played by the pa roch ia l schools i n t h i s community i s a l so 
d i f f i c u l t to eva lua t e . Data from the School Heal th Serv ices a re a v a i l a b l e 
on the r e g i s t r a t i o n in September 1958 a t the 10 Ca tho l i c p a r i s h schools , the 
Seventh Day Advent i s t school and one of the two Jewish schools loca ted i n 
the a r ea . The approximate enrolment was 7 ,542 . Since the non-Cathol ic 
schools probably draw t h e i r s tuden ts from a f a i r l y wide a r ea , whi le the 
Ca tho l i c schools serve s p e c i f i c p a r i s h e s , i t may be well to l i m i t comparison 
to pub l ic and Ca tho l i c pa r i sh schools . The 7,088 s tuden ts a t the Ca tho l i c 
pa roch ia l schools c o n s t i t u t e d 17.5 p&rcent of the combined enrolment of 
40,598, 

The c u l t u r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n in the pa roch i a l schools i s not known. 
The Diocesan a u t h o r i t i e s r e p o r t t h a t s eve ra l Ca tho l i c schools r e g i s t e r a 
l a rge number of Negro ch i ld ren and the s p e c i a l census taken of c h i l d r e n 
from Spanish-speaking f a m i l i e s i n June 1959 shows about 780 i n these p a r i s h 
schools , about 11 percen t of the t o t a l . When the Puerto Rican c h i l d r e n i n 
pub l i c and Ca tho l i c schools a re t o t a l e d (5,742) they form 14 pe rcen t of the 
combined t o t a l enrolment. 

Age groups 

Bedford-Stuyvesant i s one of the four Brooklyn communities which 
might be ca l l ed "you th fu l " on the grounds t h a t more than h a l f the r e s i d e n t s 

The median age f /־4 o r "whites" i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y high; the range f o r the 
eleven h e a l t h a reas was from 28.1 to 40.7 yea r s i n 1957 but the age 

• d i s t r i b u t i o n must have been a f f e c t e d to some ex ten t by the i n c l u s i o n of 
the comparatively you thfu l Puer to Ricans. The median age f o r nonwhites 
was 14.9 i n H.A. 14 but ranged from 25.0 to 31 .1 elsewhere, with the 
median being below 30 years i n 7 of the a r e a s . 
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i n 1957 were under 30 y e a r s of age . I n t h i s community c h i l d r e n and youth 
accounted f o r 35 p e r c e n t of the p o p u l a t i o n i n comparison with the borough-
wide p e r c e n t a g e of 31. On t h i s s c o r e , Bedford -S tuyvesan t ranks f o u r t h among 
t h e communit ies; i n C a n a r s i e , South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Wil l iamsburg the 
c h i l d and youth p o p u l a t i o n i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l a r g e r , wi th Cana r s i e having 
t h e h i g h e s t rank - and the o t h e r s i n the o r d e r named. The ranking i s i d e n t i -
c a l when the p r o p o r t i o n of c h i l d r e n under 14 y e a r s of age i s the c r i t e r i o n . 

Bed fo rd -S tuyvesan t , s i n c e i t i s t he most populous as wel l as one 
of the more y o u t h f u l a r e a s , has more c h i l d r e n under 14 yea r s of age l i v i n g 
w i t h i n i t s bo rde r s than any o t h e r Brooklyn community - a t o t a l of 69,085 i n 
1957 or 11 .4 p e r c e n t of the borough t o t a l of 606,564 (Tables 7 and 7 a ) . I n 
1950, 10.6 p e r c e n t of the Brooklyn c h i l d r e n under 14 yea r s of age l i v e d i n 
Bedfo rd -S tuyvesan t (Table 8 a ) . I n the seven y e a r s from 1950 to 1957, the 
number of c h i l d r e n under 6 y e a r s o l d ro se by 6 p e r c e n t and the 6 -13 y e a r - o l d s 
by 19 p e r c e n t , a l though the borough f i g u r e s show a dec rease of 4 . 6 p e r c e n t 
i n p r e - s c h o o l c h i l d r e n and an i n c r e a s e of on ly 12 .5 p e r c e n t i n schoo l -age 
c h i l d r e n . 

P o p u l a t i o n of B e d f o r d - S t u y v e s a n t . b y age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 269.588 100.0 253.015 100.0 - 6 . 1 

Under 6 yea r s 31 ,862 11.8 33,801 13 .3 6 . 1 
6 -13 yea r s 29 ,654 11.0 35,284 13.9 19.0 
14-19 yea r s 21,348 7 . 9 19,637 7 . 8 - 8 . 0 
20-24 yea r s 24,004 8 . 9 18,709 7 . 4 - 2 2 . 1 
25-29 yea r s 28,413 10.5 21,720 8 . 6 -2.3.6 
30-44 yea r s 67,580 25 .1 64 ,283 25 ,4 - 4 . 9 
45-64 yea r s 49,938 18.5 45,002 17.8 - 9 . 9 
65 yea r s and over 16,789 6 . 2 14,579 5 . 8 - 1 3 . 2 

Th i s community a l s o c o n t a i n s more t e e n - a g e r s (14-19 yea r s ) than 
any o t h e r - over 19,600 o r 9 . 8 p e r c e n t of the Brooklyn t o t a l . The number of 
boys and g i r l s i n t h i s age group, however, was below the 1950 count when 
10 .4 p e r c e n t of the bo rough ' s a d o l e s c e n t s l i v e d i n Bedford-Stuyv&sant . 

Desp i t e the dec rea se i n the number of young a d u l t s from 1950 to 
1957, the p r o p o r t i o n of t h i s community's p o p u l a t i o n from 20 through 29 yea r s 
o ld i s h i g h e r than i n any o t h e r community - 16 p e r c e n t . Bedford -S tuyvesan t 
a l s o l e a d s the o t h e r neighborhoods i n the p e r c e n t (25 .4 ) of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s 
i n 1957 who were 30 through 44 y e a r s o l d . Converse ly , i t s compara t ive ly 
y o u t h f u l p o p u l a t i o n i s i n d i c a t e d by the f a c t t h a t on ly 17 .8 p e r c e n t of the 
r e s i d e n t s were i n the middle-aged group (45-64 yea r s ) and a mere 5 .8 p e r c e n t 
i n the 65 yea r s and over group. No o t h e r community had so small a p r o p o r -
t i o n of i t s p o p u l a t i o n i n the "aged" c a t e g o r y , a l though Canar s i e - an a rea 
c u r r e n t l y deve lop ing , wi th a "young" p o p u l a t i o n - i s a c l o s e compe t i to r 
w i t h 5 . 9 p e r c e n t i n the o l d e s t g roup . 
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Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n ; G i r l s and women outnumbered the boys and men i n 
every age group except the youngest i n both 1950 and 1957. And the female 
predominance was somewhat g r e a t e r i n the l a t t e r year except among those 65 
years old or o l d e r . Although an excess of females i s today a usua l expe r i -
ence except among ch i ld r en , the r a t i o of males to females i s lower i n t h i s 
p a r t of Brooklyn than i n the borough as a whole, and the r a t i o i s p a r t i c u l a r -
ly low among the young a d u l t s and, to a l e s s e r e x t e n t , f o r the teen-age 
group. This excess of women seems to be f a i r l y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of neighbor-
hoods with a heavy Negro popu la t ion . Women a l so outnumber men i n Cen t ra l 
Harlem fo r example. The data on family groups i n 1950 axe s i g n i f i c a n t i n 
t h i s connect ion. 

Popu la t ion of Bedford-Stuyvesant , by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females; 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census ^ 1957 Census 
Males Males 

pe r 100 per 100 
Age group Male Female females Male Female females 

Al l ages 126,614 142.974 88.6 117,526 135,489 86.7 

Under 6 year$ 16,089 15,773 102.0 17,096 16,705 102.3 
6-13 years 14,739 14,915 98.8 17,524 17,760 98.7 
14-19 years 10,038 11,310 88.8 9,038 10,599 85 .3 
20-24 years 10,376 13,628 76.1 7,741 10,968 70.6 
25-29 years 12,932 15,481 83 .5 9,479 12,241 77 .4 
30-44 years 31,209 36,371 85.8 29,016 35,267 82 .3 
45-64 years 23,921 26,017 91.9 21,251 23,751 89 .5 
65 years and over 7,310 9,479 77 .1 6,381 8,198 77.8 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 1950 

The apparent replacement of a s u b s t a n t i a l p ropo r t i on of the 1950 
white r e s i d e n t s by persons of Puer to Rican b i r t h o r pa ren tage , i n a d d i t i o n to 
whatever o the r popula t ion movements the re may have been, may wel l have con-
s i d e r a b l y modif ied the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s d iscovered by the Census of 1950 and 
b r i e f l y summarized i n the subsequent paragraphs . 

Economic s t a t u s : The family income l e v e l during 1949, measured 
i n the median incomes fo r the i n d i v i d u a l h e a l t h a r e a s , was we l l below the 
borough-wide median income of $3,447. The lowest median - $2,338 - was 
found i n Heal th Area 28 (from Bedford to Throop Avenues and from A t l a n t i c 
Avenue to Monroe S t r e e t ) where almost 90 percen t of the r e s i d e n t s were 
Negro. In f a c t , the family income l e v e l i n t h i s area was the lowest i n 
Brooklynj t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the f a m i l i e s rece ived l e s s than $3,000 i n 1949. 
The h i g h e s t median was only $3,120 found i n Heal th Area 18 popula ted c h i e f l y 
by whi tes al though i t had more Puer to Ricans than׳ any" o t h e r h e a l t h area i n 
t h i s community. Only two o the r h e a l t h a reas had medians as high as $3,000: 
the two (H.A. 31 and 37) a reas a d j a c e n t to Bushwick and East New York where 
the whi tes predominated. The range i n the o the r seven a reas was from $2,426 
to $2,950. 
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Among the 118 h e a l t h a r ea s i n Brooklyn, only 27 had median fami ly 
incomes under $3,000. In South Brooklyn-Red Hook, the medians f o r 4 out of 
5 h e a l t h a reas were below $3,000; i n Williamsburg 5 of the 8 a reas and i n 
Brownsvi l le 4 of the 9 a reas had s i m i l a r medians. The o t h e r 6 a r e a s included 
one area i n Crown Heights a d j a c e n t to Bedford-Stuyvesant . 

The median income of persons 14 yea r s old or o l d e r l i v i n g alone or 
with u n r e l a t e d persons was above the borough-wide average of $1,280 i n 4 
h e a l t h a r ea s - 13, 20, 28 and 30. These medians var ied from $1,297 to 
$1,360. In the o t h e r a r e a s , the range was from $871 to $1,129. 

Educat iona l l e v e l : The medians based on yea r s of formal school ing 
completed by a d u l t s (25 years o ld and over) show g r e a t e r v a r i a t i o n f o r the 
nonwhites than the whi tes ; the nonwhite median was as low as 7 . 1 and 7 . 5 
yea r s i n Hea l th Areas 19 and 18; bu t i n Heal th Areas 30 and 31, the median 
was 9 . 1 yea r s and i n Heal th Area 14, 10 .1 y e a r s . The median years of school 
completed by whi tes ranged from 8 . 3 to 8 . 8 years i n 10 h e a l t h a r ea s and was 
9 . 1 yea r s i n Heal th Area 28. 

Family groups: I n 1950, approximately 90 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t s 
l i v e d i n the 69,815 family groups . Some 25,110 l ived a lone o r with persons 
not r e l a t e d to them and 801 were gues t s of i n s t i t u t i o n s o r nurs ing homes, o r 
i n boarding homes f o r the aged c l a s s i f i e d i n the census as i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
About 95 p e r c e n t of the r e s i d e n t s l i v e d i n o rd ina ry dwel l ing u n i t s - house-
keeping apar tments or houses - but 12,705 o r 4 .7 pe rcen t l i ved i n h o t e l s , 
rooming o r boarding houses or such r e s i d e n c e s as the Bedford Branch of the 
YMCA. 

The 69,815 fami ly groups inc luded 56,790 i n which the re was a 
marr ied couple but over 13,000 o r 18.7 pc r cen t were composed of o t h e r r e l a t e d 
persons - one pa r en t with young or a d u l t c h i l d r e n , s i s t e r s and /or b r o t h e r s , 
e t c . This group would inc lude "broken" f a m i l i e s but obvious ly not a l l q u a l i -
f y under the usua l meaning of t h a t term. An i n d i c a t i o n of the number of 
marr ied women separa ted from t h e i r spouses by agreement o r by the husband ' s 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e or employment elsewhere can be der ived from the r e l a t i o n of 
marr ied couples to married women. In t h i s community, the count of marr ied 
women exceeded the number of marr ied couples by almost 11,600. 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e : Since a p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e case may c o n s i s t of 
one person o r of a family the r e l a t i o n of the a s s i s t a n c e "cases" l i v i n g i n 
the community i n March 1959 to the 1957 popu la t ion i s a crude dev ice . 
Bedford-Stuyvesant with 9 .7 pe r cen t of the 1957 Brooklyn popu la t ion was the 
home of 9 ,825 cases o r almost 23 p e r c e n t of a l l Brooklyn ' s cases on a s s i s t -
ance of any type on March 2, 1959. This i s a rough measurement but the con-
c e n t r a t i o n of cases i n the area i s p r e t t y f a i r evidence of unusual need. 

The "home r e l i e f " cases (persons or f ami l i e s ) inc luded i n the t o t a l 
numbered 1,339 o r about one - fou r th of a l l such cases i n the borough, The 
4,704 f a m i l i e s r e ce iv ing a id to dependent c h i l d r e n c o n s t i t u t e d some 30 p e r -
cen t of the borough t o t a l , evidence of incomplete f a m i l i e s . 
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Health i n d i c e s ; During 1957 the 294 i n f a n t deaths and 7 ,674 l i v e 
b i r t h s give a composite i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e f o r the community of 38 .3 pe r 
1,000. This i s high i n r e l a t i o n to the borough-wide r a t e of 25 .2 . Two of 
the eleven h e a l t h a reas had r a t e s lower than the borough 's - 17.2 and 19.7 
i n Heal th Areas 18 and 37. In 5 a reas the r a t e s ranged from 30.3 to 39 .5 and 
i n 4 o t h e r s , from 40.4 i n Health Area 20 to 52.5 pe r 1,000 b i r t h s i n Heal th 
Area 13. 

The venerea l d i sease r a t e s based on cases newly repor ted dur ing 
1957 were extremely high i n 6 of the h e a l t h a r e a s . In comparison vdth a 
borough r a t e of 308.4 per 100,000 popu la t ion , the r a t e s i n Heal th Areas 13, 
20, 21, 28, 30 and 36 var ied from 1,236.8 to 2 ,807 .4 . In Heal th Area 37, 
the r a t e was only 288.9 but i n the o the r four a r ea s the r a t e s were from 
588.2 to 800.9 . 

The t u b e r c u l o s i s prevalence r a t e s i n t h i s community were a l so above 
the borough r a t e s of 1.20 and 0.98 per 1,000 of the 1957 popu la t ion , based on 
a c t i v e cases on the r e g i s t e r on December 31, 1956 and December 31, 1958. For 
Bedford-Stuyvesant the composite r a t e f o r 1956 was 2.89 and f o r 1958, 2.30 
per 1,000. 

Delinquency r a t e s 

The New York C i ty Youth Board ' s s p e c i a l area "Bedford-Stuyvesant" 
inc ludes a l l the h e a l t h a reas in t h i s community except Heal th Area 14 and 
t h a t i s i n the Youth Board 's "Williamsburg" a r e a . In 1951 when the Brooklyn 
r a t e was only 14,7 per 1,000 of the 1950 popu la t ion 6-20 years of age, the 
r a t e s i n t h i s community ranged from a low of 17.4 (H.A. 14) to a high of 43.6 
(H.A. 2 1 ) . In 1957 the borough r a t e based on the Apr i l 1957 popu la t ion was 
33.4 per 1,000 ch i ld ren and youth. But the r a t e s i n these a reas were no tab ly 
h igher i n most i n s t a n c e s . In Health Areas 14, 18, 19, 30 and 37 the r a t e s 
var ied from 46.4 to 63 .6 . The r a t e s f o r Health Areas 20, 21, 28 and 31 were 
a l l s i m i l a r - from 73.4 to 74.9 per 1 ,000. I n Heal th Area 36, the 1957 r a t e 
was 89.8 and i n Heal th Area 13, 106.7. The 1958 r a t e s , based on the same 
1957 popula t ion,were h ighe r i n every i n s t a n c e ; the range was from 65.8 to 
119.0 per 1,000 c h i l d r e n and youth. 

Housing 

The Census of Housing enumerated 74,849 dwell ing u n i t s i n 1950 bu t , 
according to the annual survey made f o r the Ci ty Planning Department, a gradu-
a l downward movement had brought the oount down to 74,095 by 1957-58. Two 
pub l i c housing p r o j e c t s with a t o t a l of 1,296 u n i t s were opened i n the i n t e r -
val but these developments may have con t r ibu ted to the net r educ t ion of about 
1 p e r c e n t . Between 1950 and 1955-56, demol i t ion accounted f o r over 600 u n i t s ; 
pos s ib ly some u n i t s were added by conversion of one- o r two-family houses to 
t h r e e - or fou r - f ami ly dwel l ings . 
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The land use survey of 1955-56 nrobably inc luded the 1,296 u n i t s 
i n Brevoort Houses and Albany Houses 11.2/ At t h a t t ime, one- fami ly homes 
accounted f o r 11.5 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s , two-family houses f o r 
38 .8 p e r c e n t and m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings f o r 49.7 p e r c e n t . Most of the b u i l d -
ings housing th ree o r more f a m i l i e s were the walk-up type . The e l e v a t o r -
equipped apartment houses l i s t e d as cover ing only 51 ac r e s or 5 .5 p e r c e n t of 
the r e s i d e n t i a l space appear to be l im i t ed to the t h r e e pub l i c p r o j e c t s whose 
combined acreage i s about t h a t s i z e . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950; Since the ne t change i n dwel l ing u n i t s 
was smal l , the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s revea led by the 1950 Census may s t i l l d e sc r i be 
much of the housing now i n u s e . I t must be remembered, however, t h a t the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of two p u b l i c housing p r o j e c t s demolished some of the 1950 hous-
ing and s u b s t i t u t e d new u n i t s , t h a t convers ion may have added to r en ted 
homes and t h a t some d e t e r i o r a t i o n probably has taken p l a c e . 

I n 1950, 73,678 of the 74,849 u n i t s were occupied; owners l i ved i n 
12,509 u n i t s - 17 pe rcen t of the t o t a l occupied. Some 29 percen t of the 
dwel l ing u n i t s were i n one- or two-family houses . About 8 pe rcen t of the 
occupied u n i t s were c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded. Only Coney I s l and had a 
l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n i n t h i s ca tegory . Some 19 pe rcen t of the u n i t s were con-
s ide red to be subs tandard . No o the r community had such a high p r o p o r t i o n so 
desc r ibed but the percen tage was very s i m i l a r i n Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene 
and i n Coney I s l a n d . 

Pub l i c housing: The th ree low-ren t p r o j e c t s c u r r e n t l y i n opera-
t i o n provide a t o t a l of 3 ,013 homes which house about 11,900 pe r sons . The 
l i s t i s as fo l lows : 

1. Albany Houses I I - S t a t e p r o j e c t 

1440 Bergen S t r e e t (H.A. 36) 
S i t e : Troy to Albany Avenues 

Bergen S t r e e t to Albany Houses I 
Completed January 1957; f i r s t t enan t s December 1956 
Dwelling u n i t s - 400; es t imated popu la t ion - 1,533; 

persons per ac re - 311; 3 bu i l d ings of 13-14 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.78 

2. Brevoort Houses - Federal p r o j e c t 

1880 P a c i f i c S t r e e t (H.A. 30 and 36) 
S i t e : Bainbr idge to Ful ton S t r e e t s 

Ralph to Patchen Avenues 
Completed - August 1955; f i r s t t enan t s August 1954 
Dwelling u n i t s - 896; es t imated popu la t ion - 3,395; 

persons per ac re - 194; 13 bu i ld ings of 7 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t p e r room January 1, 1959 - $11.52 

5/ The o r i g i n a l Albany Houses i s j u s t a c ro s s a h e a l t h area l i n e i n the com-
munity c a l l e d Crown He igh t s . 
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3. Marcy Houses - S t a t e p r o j e c t 

648 Park Avenue (H.A. 14) 
S i t e : Myrtle to Flushing Avenues 

Marcy to Nostrand Avenues 
Completed January 1949 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,717; es t imated popu la t ion - 6 ,980; 

persons per acre - 245; 27 bu i ld ings of 6 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room January 1, 1959 - $11.65 

The Housing Author i ty has t h i s a d d i t i o n a l p r o j e c t i n the p lanning 
s tage : 

La faye t t e Houses - Federal p r o j e c t 

S i t e : Classon to F rank l in Avenues 
L a f a y e t t e to De Kalb Avenues 

Dwelling u n i t s - 875 

Two add i t i ona l Fede ra l ly - f inanced p r o j e c t s were approved by the 
C i ty Planning Commission i n Apr i l 1959. The s i t e of the De Kalb-Lewis Avenue 
area i s r epo r t ed ly occupied i n p a r t by two- three- and f o u r - s t o r y , walk-up, 
mu l t i p l e dwell ings but some of the land i s vacant . The a v a i l a b l e i n fo rma t ion 
i s given below: 

1. De Kalb-Lewis Avenue Area - Federal p r o j e c t 

S i t e : Sumner and Stuyvesant Avenues 
Pu lask i S t r e e t and 2 blocks on De Kalb Avenue, 
p lus the e a s t e r n t h i r d of the block bounded by 
Sumner, De Kalb, and Lewis Avenues and Kosciusko 
S t r e e t ; ac res - 7 .92 (H.A. 19) 

Dwelling u n i t s - 750; the bu i ld ings not to exceed 
14 s t o r i e s and to cover 18-19 pe rcen t of land 

2. Troy-Dean S t r e e t Area - Federal p r o j e c t 

S i t e : P a r t of the block bounded by Dean and Bergen 
S t r e e t s , Troy and Schenectady Avenues; 
ac res - 1 .25 (H.A. 36) 

Dwelling u n i t s - 115; 10- s to ry bu i ld ings to cover 
20 percen t of land 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•̂ / 

Day Nurse r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. Brevoort C h i l d r e n ' s Center 
(Operated by Brooklyn Kindergar ten Society) 
Brevoort Houses 
250 Ralph Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

2. George Washington Carver Child Care Center 
(Operated by F i r s t A.M.E. Zion Church, I nc . ) 
480 Tompkins Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i l d r en 
6-7 yea r s . 

3. Marcy C h i l d r e n ' s Center 
(Operated by Brooklyn Kindergar ten Society) 
Marcy Houses 
494 Marcy Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i ld ren 
6-9 y e a r s . 

4 . S t . Thomas Set t lement Day Nursery 
857 Kent Avenue 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

Other auspices 

5. Leve t te Day Care Center 
573 Decatur S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i l d r en 

Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices 

1. Boys' Welcome Hall Assoc ia t ion 
185 Chauncey S t r e e t 

Serves boys 7-17 years of age from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and 
from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. Provides a t h l e t i c s , c r a f t s , music, 
s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , ou t ings , group c lubs . Nonsectar ian . 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d se rv i ces loca ted in t h i s coranunity, although 
se rv ice i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi ted to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , located 
elsewhere. 
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2. Brooklyn Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion: Bu i lde r s f o r Youth, Inc. 
in cooperat ion with the New York Ci ty Youth Boards/ 

Our Lady of Lore t to Roman Catho l ic Church 
124 Sackman S t r e e t 

The Youth Board has one f u l l - t i m e group worker a t t h i s 
cen te r serving teenagers 13-20 yea r s of age. Evening 
and weekend groups a re scheduled but groups may meet a t 
o the r times a t convenience of group and agency. 

Our Lady of Montserra te Roman Ca tho l i c Church^/ 
134 Vernon S t r e e t 

A Puer to Rican c e n t e r . Youth Board has one group worker 
a t the Church on h a l f - t i m e serving teenagers 13-20 years 
of age, i n scheduled groups, evenings and week ends. 

S t . Ambrose Roman Ca tho l i c Church 
222 Tompkins Avenue 

Group work program f o r teenagers 13-20 years of age. 
Evening and week-end groups a re scheduled but groups may 
meet a t o the r times a t convenience of group and agency. 

3. Brooklyn Publ ic L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct spec i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and ch i l d r en e i t h e r oc c a s i ona l l y o r on a r egu l a r 
weekly or monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs 
i n the 1958-59 year a re l i s t e d below. 

Bedford Branch 
496 Frank l in Avenue 

Weekly Story Hour and weekly f i lm program fo r c h i l d r e n 
during c e r t a i n months of •year. 

De Kalb Branch 
784 Bushwick Avenue 

Story Hour and f i lm programs fo r c h i l d r e n 

2 / The cen te r s subsidized by the New York C i t y Youth Board accept c h i l d r e n 
from the R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agencies and a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i -
c a t i o n . 

3 / This program may be d iscont inued i n June because of ex tens ive b u i l d i n g 
renovat ions but may p o s s i b l y be reopened i n October . 
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Brooklyn Public Library - continued 

Macon Branch 
361 Lev/is Avenue 

Story Hour for children 
Senior Citizens group meets monthly on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 10:30 a.m. Program consists of social 
and cultural activities and handicrafts with an exhibit of 
handicrafts at end of season. 

Saratoga Branch 
8 Hopkins Avenue 

Picture Book Hour for children. 

Tompkins Park Branch 
Tompkins Park 

4. Concord Baptist Church 
833 Marcy Avenue 

Athletic and sports programs, dramatics, choral groups, 
drum and bugle corps, arts and crafts groups - not confined 
to members of congregation. 

5. Education, Board of, City of New York: Bureau of Community 
Education 

After-school Centers serve children of elementary and 
junior high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school 
days. Activities include painting, dramatics, woodworking, 
music, crafts, singing, dancing, quiet games, sports, 
trips and special events. 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adults from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
specified. Program consists of social activities, lounge 
programs, small group activities, and a variety of athletic, 
artistic and cultural activities. 

Full-time Community Centers: Centers operating in partner-
ship with the New York City Youth Board as well as a few 
others, are on a full-time twelve-month basis. They provide 
services similar to those described in the two programs 
above, except for more emphasis on small group activities 
and on guidance and referral services. These centers accept 
children from the Youth Board Referral Units and community 
agencies and also by direct application. 

Alexander Hamilton High School: Evening Community Center 
150 Albany Avenue 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings. 
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Brevoort Houses Community Center^ / 
280 Ralph Avenue 

Program opera te s a f t e rnoons and evenings Monday through 
Fr iday . Subsidized by the New York C i ty Youth Board.2/ 

P .S, 3: All-Day Neighborhood School; Evening Community Cen te r^ / 
33 Hancock S t r e e t 

I n t e g r a t e d program of educat ion and r e c r e a t i o n , enr iched 
curr iculum, p s y c h i a t r i c and s o c i a l s e r v i c e s . Evening cen t e r 
open Monday through Fr iday. 

P .S. 21: Fu l l - t ime Community Center•^/ 
300 Patchen Avenue 

Evening program Monday through Saturday; a f t e rnoon 
a c t i v i t i e s a v a i l a b l e seven days a week - on Saturday and 
Sunday from 12 noon to 5:00 ,,p.m. Subsidized by the 
New York Ci ty Youth Board.2/ 

P .S . 25: Fu l l - t ime Community Center^/ 
787 La faye t t e Avenue 

Evening program Monday through Saturday. Subsidized by 
the New York C i ty Youth Board.2/ 

P .S . 26: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
856 Quincy S t r e e t 

P .S . 28: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
1001 Herkimer S t r e e t 

J .H .S . 33: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Marcy Avenue, Floyd and Stockton S t r e e t s 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

J .H .S . 35: Fu l l - t ime Community Cen te r^ / 
272 McDonough S t r e e t 

Evening program Monday through Saturday. Subsidized by 
the New York Ci ty Youth Board.2/ 

P .S. 44: Evening Community Center 
Throop Avenue between Monroe and Madison S t r e e t s 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 54: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
195 Sanford S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

4 / In a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c en t e r p rov ides a program of 
informal adu l t educa t ion . 
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J .H .S . 57s Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
425 Van Buren S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open seven days a week. 

J .H .S . 73: Fu l l - t ime Community Cente r^ / 
241 McDougal S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Fr iday . Subsidized by the New York Ci ty 
Youth Board.2/ 

P .S. 93: Evening Community Center , Af te r - schoo l Center 
31 New York Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday. 

J .H .S . 117: Evening Community Center , Af te r - schoo l Center 
Willoughby, Kent and Frank l in Avenues 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Thursday. 

J .H .S . 258: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - schoo l Cen te r^ / 
121 Macon S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday. Afternoon 
a c t i v i t i e s a v a i l a b l e seven days a week - on Saturday and 
Sunday from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

P .S . 270: Evening Community Center 
Classon and L a f a y e t t e Avenues 

Open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 

6 . Nazarene Congregational Church 
506 McDonough S t r e e t 

As p a r t of a p i l o t "reaching out" p r o j e c t sponsored by the 
Board of Home Missions of the Congregational C h r i s t i a n 
Churches, t h i s church i s to employ a youth worker to work 
with boys on the s t r e e t . He w i l l operate from a l a rge 
s t o r e f r o n t cen te r which w i l l probably have club rooms i n 
the r e a r . There w i l l a l so be a Spanish-speaking m i n i s t e r who 
w i l l t r y , as one p a r t q£ h i s work, to do the same thing fo r 
Spanish-speaking boys .2/ 

•V * 

5/ New York Times, Apr i l 22, 1959. 
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7. Parks , Department o f , C i ty of New Yo 

Cal lahan-Kel ly Park 
Ful ton to Truxton S t r e e t s , Van Sinderen Avenue to Eas t e rn 
Parkway Extension 

Playground with wading pool , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l , shu f f l eboa rd and horseshoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Crispus Attucks Playground 
Ful ton S t r e e t and Classon Avenue 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house with playrooms, 
t e n n i s , b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s , 
i c e ska t ing a r ea . Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

S t . Andrew's Playground 
A t l a n t i c Avenue to Herkimer S t r e e t , Kingston Avenue to 
S t , Andrew's P lace . 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground, 2 s o f t b a l l diamonds, 3 b a s k e t b a l l 
and handbal l c o u r t s , a reas f o r r o l l e r and i c e s k a t i n g . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Tompkins Park 
Tompkins, Marcy, L a f a y e t t e and Greene Avenues 

Tompkins Park• Playground 1 ־ 
Tompkins and L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

F ie ld house with playrooms, playground with wading 
pool ; handba l l , paddle t enn i s and horseshoe p i t c h i n g 
c o u r t s ; t ab l e t e n n i s , i ce ska t ing a r e a . Recrea t ion 
l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground ad jacen t to Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 
Flushing Avenue and Steuben S t r e e t 

Handball and b a s k e t b a l l cou r t s . 

Playground 
Taafee Place between Park and Myrtle Avenue. 

Playground with wading pool , f i e l d house with playrooms, 
2 s o f t b a l l f i e l d s , 4 handbal l and 2 b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s , 
t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e ska t ing a rea . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

6 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term 
"playground" to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r -
ga r t en swings, l a rge and k inderga r t en s l ides ׳ , seesaws, a pipe• frame 
exe rc i se uni ty a sandbox, e i t h e r a wading'pool or a shower ,׳Spray and 
a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Playground ad jacen t to Marcy Houses 
Myrtle Avenue between Nostrand and Marcy Avenues 

Playground with wading pool ; 2 b a s k e t b a l l , 4 handba l l , 
3 shu f f l eboa rd , v o l l e y b a l l and paddle tennis c o u r t s ! 
s o f t b a l l f i e l d , i ce ska t ing a r ea . Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground 
L a f a y e t t e and Marcy Avenues, Kosciusko S t r e e t 

Playground with wading pool; 2 b a s k e t b a l l , 4 handba l l , 
3 shu f f l eboa rd , v o l l e y b a l l and paddle tennis c o u r t s ; 
r o l l e r hockey and r o l l e r ska t ing a r e a s . Recreat ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
L a f a y e t t e Avenue, e a s t of Reid Avenue 

Playground with wading pool; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , vo l l ey -
b a l l , paddle t enn i s and shu f f l eboa rd cour t s ; i c e ska t ing 
a r e a . Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Stuyvesant Avenue and Marion S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground 

Playground 
Monroe to Madison S t r e e t , Ralph to Patchen Avenue 

Playground with wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , h a n d b a l l , v o l l e y -
b a l l and paddle tennis cou r t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d . Recreat ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground ad jacen t to Brevoort Houses 
Ralph Avenue between Surapter and Chauncy S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool , handbal l and ba ske tba l l cou r t s , 
r o l l e r ska t ing a rea . Recreat ion l eade r sh ip . 

Playground 
Howard Avenue between A t l a n t i c Avenue and Herkimer S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Playground 
Hopkinson Avenue and Marion S t r e e t 

Playground with wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and 
paddle tennis cou r t s ; i ce ska t ing a r ea . Recrea t ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Hopkinson Avenue and Dean S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground, ba ske tba l l cour t . 
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Playground ad jacen t to P .S . 3 
Bedford Avenue, Hancock S t r e e t and J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground, baske tba l l c o u r t . 

Playground ad j acen t to P .S . 21 
Between Chauncy and Marion S t r e e t s , west of Patchen Avenue 

Playground, handbal l and b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s . Recrea t ion 
l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground ad j acen t to P.S. 26 and J .H .S . 57 
L a f a y e t t e Avenue between Stuyvesant and Reid Avenues 

Playground with wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and 
paddle t enn i s c o u r t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d . Recrea t ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 35 
Between Decatur and McDonough S t r e e t s , Lewis and Sumner Avenues 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d , 4 handbal l c o u r t s , ba ske tba l l c o u r t . 

Playground ad jacen t to P.S. 44 
West of Sumner Avenue between Madison and Monroe S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool; v o l l e y b a l l , 4 handba l l , 
2 baske tba l l and shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d , 
i ce ska t ing a r ea . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground ad jacen t to J .H .S . 117 
Willoughby Avenue between Kent and F rank l in Avenues 

Playground, b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l c o u r t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d . 
Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground ad j acen t to J .H .S . 258 
West of Tompkins Avenue between Halsey and Macon S t r e e t s 

Playground; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s . 
Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

8. Po l i ce A t h l e t i c League 

81st P r e c i n c t P a r t Time Center 
Holy Rosary Auditorium 
180 Bainbridge S t r e e t 

Open Monday and Tuesday from 7100 to 10:00 p.m. '• 
fo r baske tba l l , " phys ica l and qu i e t -games',' 

Thomas Wynn Center 
495 Gates Avenue 

Open Monday through Fr iday from 3:00 to 10 p.m. Program 
of phys ica l and q u i e t games, s p o r t s , a r t s and c r a f t s , 
drum and bugle corps . 
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9. P r o t e s t a n t Council of the C i ty of New York: Siloam P re sby t e r i an 
Church Youth Center 
260 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

Group work s e rv i ce s fo r teenagers 13 years and over . 
Subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board. 11 

10. S t . P a u l ' s Lutheran Church 
392 MacDonough S t r e e t 

Youth cen te r program Wednesday evenings 7:30 to 9:30 p .m. ; 
ba ske tba l l team on Tuesdays 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. us ing 
f a c i l i t i e s of J .H .S . 35. 

11. S t . Thomas' Set t lement 
857 Kent Avenue 

Games and o the r r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , teenage program, 
Over-21 Club, boat and bus t r i p s , Mothers' Club. 

12. Sa lva t ion Army: Bedford Neighborhood Center 
548 Frank l in Avenue 

Group a c t i v i t i e s fo r ch i l d r en , young people and a d u l t s -
woodworking, c r a f t c l a s s e s , Home League (women's group) 

13. Siloam P r e s b y t e r i a n Church: Maria Lawton Center f o r Older 
People ( a l s o sponsored by the New York Ci ty Department of 
Welfare and by a Board r ep resen t ing 7 na t iona l Greek l e t t e r 
f r a t e r n i t i e s and s o r o r i t i e s . ) 
260 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

Recreat ion a c t i v i t i e s f o r persons 60 yoars of age and over; 
i n t e r r a c i a l ; nonsec ta r i an . Program inc ludes a r t s and c r a f t s , 
d i s cus s ion groups, games, hobbies , t r i p s , e t c . Open Monday 
through Fr iday from 9:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

14. Williamsburg Se t t l ement : Marcy Houses Center 
582 Park Avenue 

Boys ' , g i r l s ' and a d u l t s ' c lubs , dramat ics , music, a r t , 
sewing, dancing, s ing ing , games, e t c . Group work s e rv i ce s 
f o r teenagers subs id ized by New York Ci ty Youth Board.2/ 

15. Young I s r a e l of Williamsburg 
730 Willoughby Avenue 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 13 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
inc lud ing c lubs , scou ts , e t c . Saturday a f te rnoon s t o r y t e l l i n g 
and s inging fo r ch i ld ren under 6. 

16. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Grea ter New York: Bedford 
Branch 
1121 Bedford Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude 2 gymnasia, 2 swimming pools , audi tor ium, 
lounge, t e l e v i s i o n room, k i t chen , c lub rooms. Bedford Trade 
School. 
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Other vo lun ta ry agencies ך / 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts', the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l ic Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ies . Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t i n most Roman Catho l ic 
churches but the number of spo r t s and age groups served 
vary from p a r i s h to p a r i s h ; Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) 
a l so e x i s t i n severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Health Serv ices 

1. Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Child Heal th S t a t i o n s 

Bedford D i s t r i c t Heal th Center 
485 Throop Avenue 

Brevoort Houses 
258 Ralph Avenue 

237 Hancock S t r e e t 

130 Nostrand Avenue 

2. S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Hospi ta l 
480 Herkimer S t r e e t 

Well baby, premature bab ies . 

Mental Heal th Se rv ices 

1. Coordinated Community Mental Health C l i n i c s of Brooklyn, I n c . 
Bedford Mental Hygiene C l i n i c 
Bedford D i s t r i c t Health Center 
485 Throop Avenue 

P s y c h i a t r i c study and t rea tment f o r persons 15 years of 
age and over r e s id ing in the Bedford Heal th D i s t r i c t , 

2 . Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Out P a t i e n t C l i n i c - ^ 
35 Ryerson S t r e e t 

Treatment and examination se rv ice fo r e l i g i b l e ex - se rv i ce men 
and women. 

J j The portion of t h i s community north or Lai'ayette Avenue between u a n t on 
and Throop Avenues, and north of Gates Avenue between Throop Avenue 
and Broadway f a l l s within Special Area I I of the Girl Scout Council of 
Greater New York which i s described in the l i s t of borough-wide "Recrea-
t i o n and Group Work" serv ices i n the Introductory sec t ion , 

8 / Also l i s t e d with borough-wide serv ices i n the Introduction, 
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Other C l i n i c s 

. w . Hospital .- c ׳ l i n i c s 

S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Hospi ta l of the Church Char i ty Foundation 
of Long I s l and 

480 Herkimer S t r e e t 
Al lergy (R), a r t h r i t i s (R), card iac (R), chest ( s u r g i c a l ) , 
d i a b e t i c (R); ea r , nose and t h r o a t ; eye, g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l 
(medical and r e c t a l ) , gynecology (pos t partum), hand surgery, 
ma te rn i ty , medical , o r thopedic , p e d i a t r i c , pe r iphe ra l 
v a s c u l a r , p l a s t i c surgery , sk in , surgery , thyro id , tumor, 
urology. 

C l i n i c s under o the r auspices 

1. Heal th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 

Bedford D i s t r i c t Health Center 
485 Throop Avenue 

Eye and den ta l ( f o r ch i ld ren r e f e r r e d by school doctor 
or nu r se ) , t u b e r c u l o s i s , venerea l d i s e a s e s . 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r ch i ld ren a t the fol lowing schools: 

P .S. 3, 50 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 
P.S. 25, 787 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 
P.S. 28, 1001 Herkimer S t r e e t 
P .S . 54, 195 Sandford S t r e e t 
P .S. 57, 115 Stuyvesant Avenue 
P .S . 117, 300 Willoughby Avenue 

2. Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Out P a t i e n t Clinic!!/ 
35 Ryerson S t r e e t 

Medical t rea tment and examination se rv ice fo r e l i g i b l e 
ex - se rv i ce men and women of Brooklyn. Spec ia l ized f a c i l i t i e s : 
d e n t a l ; • e a r , nose and t h r o a t ; g a s t r o i n t e s t i n a l , card io logy, 
a l l e r g y , metabol ic d i s e a s e s , ches t , dermatology, rad io logy , 
p roc to logy , gynecology, o r thoped ic . 

2 / T h e des igna t ion (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from another 
c l i n i c or u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 

IjjC/A complete l i s t of pub l ic and voluntary h o s p i t a l s in Brooklyn i s 
included i n the l i s t of borough-wide se rv ices contained i n the I n t r o -
duc t ion . 
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Family Se rv ice , Child Guidance and Related Se rv ices — 

1. New York Ci ty Youth Board 
This e n t i r e community i s i n two Youth Board spec ia l a r e a s . 
The Bedford Stuyvesant Area takes in a l l but Heal th Area 14$ 
the l a t t e r i s p a r t of the Youth Board 's Williamsburg Area. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant R e f e r r a l Unit 
1193 Dean S t r e e t 

Serves ch i ld ren and young people 5-21 years of age r e s i d i n g 
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant Area, r e f e r r e d through schools 
and o the r community agenc ies , and a l s o by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n -
diagnoses t h e i r need fo r s e rv i ce and makes appropr i a t e 
r e f e r r a l s to t rea tment r e s o u r c e s . 

Upper Williamsburg R e f e r r a l Uni t 
1193 Dean S t r e e t 

Same as above fo r c h i l d r e n r e s id ing i n Williamsburg Area. 

The voluntary t rea tment s e r v i c e ^ / i n c o n t r a c t with the Youth 
Board i n these a reas are as fo l lows: 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Service and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Soc ie ty : 

Family Service and C h i l d r e n ' s D iv i s ion 
Brooklyn Juven i l e Guidance Center , I n c . 
Brooklyn Soc ie ty fo r the Preven t ion of Crue l ty to Chi ld ren 
Ca tho l ic C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, I nc . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Jewish Family Serv ice : Brooklyn Consu l t a t ion Center 
Jewish Hospi ta l of Brooklyn: Divis ion of P e d i a t r i c P s y c h i a t r y : 

Child Guidance C l i n i c 
Sa lva t ion Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

1 1 / T h i s 1 i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serving t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca ted wi th in the a r e a . 

12 /Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e rv i ces which have one o f f i c e 
serving the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 

13/These agencies a l l have one o f f i c e serving the e n t i r e borough ( see 
foo tno te 12). 



Family Serv ice , Child Guidance and Related Serv ices - continued 

Council of Socia l and A t h l e t i c Clubs 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Uni t , 1243 Bedford Avenue 

Meeting Room, 129 Patchen Avenue 
Williamsburg Uni t , Williamsburg Se t t lement , 17-19 Montrose S t r e e t 

Provides soc i a l s e rv i ces to se lec ted u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t 
clubs i n t h e i r r e spec t i ve a r ea s . 

2 . Po l i ce Department, C i ty of New York: Juven i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 79 S t a t i o n House 
627 Gates Avenue 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and provides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t rea tment f o r j u v e n i l e de l inquen t s . 

3• Welfare , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
This community i s served by th ree d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of the 
Department as fol low: 

For t Greene Welfare Center (Serves the western po r t ion of t h i s 
area ad j acen t to the Brooklyn Heights - For t Greene community 
on the west and as f a r e a s t as Marcy and Flushing Avenues south 
to Kingston and A t l a n t i c Avenues by an i r r e g u l a r l i n e . ) 
147 Pr ince S t r e e t 
Borough Hal l Welfare Center (Serves the remainder of t h i s commu-
n i t y with the except ion of Heal th Areas 31 and 37.) 
330 Jay S t r e e t 
Brownsville Welfare Center (Serves Health Areas 31 and 37.) 
163 Bradford S t r e e t 

Pub l ic a s s i s t a n c e , medical and dental care and employment 
and placement s e rv i ces f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker se rv ice f o r 
f a m i l i e s with ch i ld ren when mother i s i ncapac i t a t ed and p a r t -
time se rv i ce fo r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 
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SECTION I I I PUBLIC AMD PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1• Public School 3 
50 Jef ferson Avenue 

2 . Public School 21 
300 Patchen Avenue 

3• Public School 25 
787 Lafayette Aveirue 

ho Public School 26 
1014 Lafayette Avenue 

 Public School 28 ־5
1001 Herkimer Street 

6a Junior High School 33 
Marcy Avenueע Floyd and Stockton S tree t s 

7 . Junior High School 35 
272 McDonough Street 

8 . Public School 44 
Throop Avenue between Monroe and. Madison S tree t s 

9• Public School 45 
371 Lafayette Avenue 

100 Public School 46 (Under construction) 
Park, Clermont and Myrtle Avenues 

11. Public School 54 
195 Sandford Street 

12, Public School 55 
124 Floyd Street 

13• Junior High School 57 
115 Stuyvesant Avenue 

14. Public School 70 
225 Patchen Avenue 



A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS - continued 

15• Junior High School 73 
2U1 McDougal Street 

16. Public School 79 (Annex t o P.S. 25) 
335 Kosciusko Street 

17. Public School 83 
1630 Dean Street 

18. Public School 87 
1172 Herkimer Street 

19. Public School 93 
31 New York Avenue 

20. Junior High School 117 
300 Willoughby Avenue 

21. Public School 129 
6J4.O Quincy Street 

22. Public School 137 
121 Saratoga Avenue 

23. Public School 155 
1355 Herkimer Street 

2U. Public School 157 
850 Kent Avenue 

25• Public School 256 (Under construction) 
Marcy Avenue and Kosciusko Street 

26. Junior High School 258 
l it l Macon Street 

27. Public School 270 (Under construction) 
Classon and Lafayette Avenues 

Be PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1® Holy Rosary Parish School 
172 Bainbridge Street 

2. Nat iv i ty of our Blessed Lord Parish School 
87 Putnam Avenue 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Rowan Catholic - continued 

3• Our Lady of Good Councel Parish School 
Boys' Departments 921 Putnam Avenue 
Gir ls ' Department: 895׳ Putnam Avenue 

Our Lady of Loretto Parish School 
2365 Pac i f i c Street 

5• Our Lady of Victory Parish School 
262 Macon Street 

6• St0 Ambrose Parish School 
760 DeKalb Avenue 

7 . S t , Benedict Parish School 
1918 Fulton Street 

8• St® John the Baptist Parish School 
80 Lewis Avenue 

9• St. Patrick Parish School (Girls) 
91& Kent Avenue 

10, S t , Peter Claver Parish School 
1 Jefferson Avenue 

Jewish 

19 Yeshivah D י Brooklyn 
655 Willoughby Avenue 

2• Yeshivah Shearith Hapletah 
52 Stuyvesant Avenue 

Protestant 

Bethel Elementary School (Seventh Day Adventists) 
457 Grand Avenue 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A• PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal 

1. Bethel Tabernac le 
90 Schnectady Avenue 

2. Calvary , A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
203 Har t S t r e e t 

3. Exodus, A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
445 Quincy S t r e e t 

4. Grea t e r Bridge S t r e e t , A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal Church 
277 Stuyvesant Avenue 

5. Mt. Carmel, A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal Church 
121 Chauncey S t r e e t 

6 . P e o p l e ' s I n s t i t u t i o n a l Community, A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
236 Stuyvesant Avenue 

7 . P i l g r i m , A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
1071 Bedford Avenue 

8. Wr igh t ' s Memorial, A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal Church 
790 Herkimer S t r e e t 

A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal Zion 

9 . F i r s t , A f r i c a n Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
480 Tompkins Avenue 

10. Varick Memorial, A f r i c a n Methodis t Episcopal Zion Church 
806 Quincy S t r e e t 

11. Will iamsburg Mission 
911 Greene Avenue 

A f r i c a n Orthodox 

12. C h r i s t Ca thedra l 
79A Quincy S t r e e t 

13. S t . Leonard ' s Church 
765 Putnam Avenue 

14. S t . Simon the Cyrenian Church 
645 Greene Avenue 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Assemblies of God 

15. Church of the Saviour ( I t a l i a n ) 
19 Gunther P lace 

16. Norwegian Gospel Center 
109 Marion S t r e e t 

B a p t i s t 

17. Antioch B a p t i s t Church 
828 Greene Avenue 

18. Bethany B a p t i s t Church 
141 Decatur S t r e e t 

19. Brown Memorial B a p t i s t Church 
48 Washington Avenue 

20. Cedar Grove B a p t i s t Church 
68.1 Gates Avenue 

21. Cen t ra l B a p t i s t Church (Spanish) 
120 Tompkins Avenue 

22. C h r i s t Tabernacle 
79A Quincy S t r e e t 

23. Concord B a p t i s t Church 
833 Marcy Avenue 

24. Cornerstone B a p t i s t Church 
574 Madison S t r e e t 

25. Ebenezer B a p t i s t Church 
1110 Herkimer S t r e e t 

26. Emmanuel B a p t i s t Church 
341 Lexington Avenue 

27. Evening S t a r B a p t i s t Church 
398-402 Gates Avenue 

28. Evergreen B a p t i s t Church 
489 Washington Avenue 

29. Fr iendship B a p t i s t Church 
293 Howard Avenue 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

B a p t i s t - continued 

30. G a l i l e e B a p t i s t Church 
110 L e f f e r t s P lace 

31. Glover Memorial B a p t i s t Church 
191 S t . James Place 

32. Goodwill B a p t i s t Church 
854 Gates Avenue 

33. Grea ter Mt. P leaan t B a p t i s t Church 
366 Herkimer S t r e e t 

34. Holy T r i n i t y B a p t i s t Church 
482 Frankl in Avenue 

35. I n s t i t u t i o n a l B a p t i s t Church 
1922 Fulton S t r e e t 

36. Morning Dew I n d u s t r i o u s , I n c . , Bap t i s t Church 
265 Nostrand Avenue 

37. Mt. Carmel B a p t i s t Church 
712 Quincy S t r e e t 

38. Mt. Hebron B a p t i s t Church 
1570 Fulton S t r e e t 

39. Mt. Lebanon B a p t i s t Church 
230 Decatur S t r e e t 

40. Mt. Nebo B a p t i s t Church 
840 Gates Avenue 

41. Mt. Olive B a p t i s t Church 
320 Tompkins Avenue 

42. Mt. Pisgah B a p t i s t Church 
754 Quincy S t r e e t 

43. Mt. S ina i B a p t i s t Church 
241 Gates Avenue 

44. Mt. Zion B a p t i s t Church 
739 Marcy Avenue 

45. New Canaan B a p t i s t Church 
80 Van Buren S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

B a p t i s t - continued 

46. New Cas t l e B a p t i s t Church 
1077 Bedford Avenue 

47. P i lg r im B a p t i s t Church 
720 Hancock S t r e e t 

48. Rose H i l l B a p t i s t Church 
7 New York Avenue 

49. S t . J o h n ' s B a p t i s t Church 
360 Reid Avenue 

50. Shi loh B a p t i s t Church 
349 Tompkins Avenue 

51. T ibe r i a B a p t i s t Church 
482 Frank l in Avenue 

52. Timothy B a p t i s t Church 
321 Madison S t r e e t 

53. Union B a p t i s t Church 
461 Decatur S t r e e t 

54. Universa l B a p t i s t Church 
742 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

55. Wayside B a p t i s t Church 
121 Patchen Avenue 

56. West B a p t i s t Church 
422 Gates Avenue 

57. Zion B a p t i s t Church 
527 Washington Avenue 

C h r i s t i a n Methodist Episcopal 

58. Bethel C h r i s t i a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
241 Patchen Avenue 

59. Mt. Carmel C h r i s t i a n Methodist Episcopal Church 
Decatur S t r e e t and Patchen Avenue 



1 3 0 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Church of God 

60. Church of God 
343 Tompkins Avenue 

61. Church of God 
116 Tompkins Avenue 

62. Church of God ( I t a l i a n ) 
1325 Herkimer S t r e e t 

63. L a f a y e t t e Avenue, Church of God 
410 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

Church of God i n C h r i s t 

64. Church of God i n C h r i s t 
173 Hull S t r e e t 

65. Church of God in C h r i s t 
605 Hancock S t r e e t 

66. F i r s t Church of God i n C h r i s t 
1743 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

67. Grea te r Zion Church of God i n C h r i s t 
176 Decatur S t r e e t 

68. Keystone Church of God i n C h r i s t 
229 Sumner Avenue 

69• Neighborhood Mission 
1630 Ful ton S t r e e t 

70. Vic tory Temple 
406 Gates Avenue 

Church of the Nazarene 

71. Beulah, Church of the Nazarene 
92 Ut ica Avenue 

72. M i l l e r Memorial, Church of the Nazarene 
595 Classon Avenue 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

D i s c i p l e s of Ch r i s t 

73. F i r s t Spanish D i s c i p l e s Church of C h r i s t 
Stone Avenue and Bergen S t r e e t 

74. Fountain C h r i s t i a n Church 
897 Gates Avenue 

75. Fr iendly C h r i s t i a n Church 
415 Sumner Avenue 

76. Fr iendship C h r i s t i a n Church 
1138A Bedford Avenue 

77. Great Fa i th C h r i s t i a n Church 
77 Sumner Avenue 

78. Mt. Zion D i s c i p l e s Church of C h r i s t 
796 Myrtle Avenue 

79. S t . Luke 's D i s c i p l e s Church of C h r i s t 
159 Sumner Avenue 

80. S t . Mary's Church of Chr i s t Composed of D i s c i p l e s , I n c . 
237 Sumner Avenue 

81. S t . P a u l ' s , D i s c i p l e s Church of C h r i s t 
534 Gates Avenue 

82. Stuyvesant Heights C h r i s t i a n Church 
63 McDonough S t r e e t 

Lutheran 

83. Ch r i s t Lutheran Church (UL) 
1084 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

84. S t . P a u l ' s Lutheran Church (AU) 
392 MacDonough S t r e e t 

85. S t . P e t e r ' s Lutheran Church (UL) 
1004 Bedford Avenue 

Methodist 

86. Janes Methodist Church 
174 Reid Avenue 

87. John Wesley Methodist Church 
260 Quincy S t r e e t 



A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Methodist - continued 

88. Newman Memorial Methodist Church 
257 Macon S t r e e t 

89. Redeemer Methodist Church 
535 Herkimer S t r e e t 

P r e sby t e r i an 

90. Classon Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
1 Monroe S t r e e t (corner of Classon Avenue) 

91. Siloam P re sby t e r i an Church 
260 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

92. Westminster-Bethany P re sby t e r i an Church 
Howard Avenue and MacDonough S t r e e t 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

93. S t . Augus t ine ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
700 Marcy Avenue 

94. S t . George 's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
800 Marcy Avenue 

95. S t . J o h n ' s Chapel 
A t l a n t i c and Albany Avenues 

96. S t . Mary's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
230 Classon Avenue 

97. S t . P h i l i p ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
265 Decatur S t r e e t 

98. S t . S tephen ' s - S t . M a r t i n ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
807-809 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 

99. S t . Timothy's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
1580 Dean S t r e e t 



133 Bed fo rd-S tuyve sant 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Seventh-Day Advent i s t 

100. Be the l , Seventh Day Advent i s t Church 
457 Grand Avenue 

101• Church of C h r i s t i a n Fel lowship 
391 Madison S t r e e t 

102. Mt. of Ol ives Seventh Day Advent i s t Church 
1142 Herkimer S t r e e t 

Other 

103. Al l Sa in t s Church (American Catho l ic ) 
264 Decatur S t r e e t 

104. Alpha Church (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
352 C l i f t o n Place 

105. Bethesda Church (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
309 Hart S t r e e t 

106. Brooklyn Tabernacle of the United Holy Church of America 
919 Gates Avenue 

107. C h r i s t Mission (Unc l a s s i f i ed ) 
31 Ut ica Avenue 

108. Flame of the Gospel ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
647 Marcy Avenue 

109. Glad Tidings Gospel Center (Gospel Missions) 
473 Greene Avenue 

110. The Gospel Meeting House ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
474 Pulask i S t r e e t 

111. Grea te r S t . J o h n ' s Community Church (Unc l a s s i f i ed ) 
771 Herkimer S t r e e t 

112. House of Prayer (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
712 Quincy S t r e e t 

113. House of Prayer f o r Al l People (Unc la s s i f i ed ) 
23 Sumpter S t r e e t 

114. J e sus C h r i s t ' s Triumphant Church of the Apos to l ic Fa i th 
289 Quincy S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Other - continued 

115. Nazarene Congregat ional Church (Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n ) 
506 McDonough S t r e e t 

116. New Brooklyn Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
1062 Herkimer S t r e e t 

117. S t . P a u l ' s Church (Methodist Episcopal Independent) 
304 Monroe S t r e e t near Marcy 

118. S t . P e t e r ' s Holy Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
344 Reid Avenue 

119. T r i n i t y United Wesleyan Methodist Church 
1609 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

120. United Fa i th of Al l Nat ions ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
404 Gates Avenue 

121. Westminster United C h r i s t i a n Church 
50 Hopkinson Avenue 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Holy Rosary R. C. Church 
141 Chauncey S t r e e t 

2 . Monserrate Mission Chapel 
134 Vernon Avenue 

3. N a t i v i t y of Our Blessed Lord R. C. Church 
20 Madison S t r e e t 

4. Our Lady of Cha r i t y R. C. Church ( I t a l i a n ) 
1669 Dean S t r e e t 

5. Our Lady of Good Counsel R. C. Church 
915 Putnam Avenue 

6 . Our Lady of L o r e t t o ( I t a l i a n ) R. C. Church 
124 Sackman S t r e e t 

7 . Our Lady of the P r e s e n t a t i o n R. C. Church 
1661 S t . Marks Avenue 

8 . Our Lady of Vic to ry R. C. Church 
583 Throop Avenue 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES - continued 

9. S t . Ambrose R. C. Church 
222 Tompkins Avenue 

10. S t . Benedict (German) R. C. Church 
927 Herkimer S t r e e t 

11. S t . John the B a p t i s t R. C. Church 
87 Lewis Avenue 

12. S t . Lucy ( I t a l i a n ) R. C. Church 
802 Kent Avenue 

13. S t . P a t r i c k R. C. Church 
285 Willoughby Avenue 

14. S t . P e t e r Claver R. C. Church 
29 Claver P lace 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Agudas Balebatim (Orthodox) 
Congregation Aitz Chaim (Orthodox) 
691 L a f a y e t t e Avenue 

2. Congregation Anshe Sfard 
188 Stockton S t r e e t 

3 . Congregation Beth Judea (Orthodox) 
904 Bedford Avenue 

4. B i a l i s t o k e r Bikur Cholim Center 
3 Lewis Avenue 

5. Chevra Sfard Anshe Zedek 
665 Willoughby Avenue 

6. Congregation Etz Chaim Anshei Lubin (Orthodox) 
928 DeKalb Avenue 

7. Congregation I s r a e l E l i j a h Brethren of J o e l 
476 Kosciusko S t r e e t 

8 . Congregation Kahl Ahavas Chaim (Orthodox) 
592 Marcy Avenue 

9 . Congregation Ohab Zedek (Orthodox) 
954 J e f f e r s o n Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

10. Congregation Ohel Mosha Chevra Thilira (Orthodox) 
569 Willoughby Avenue 

11. Congregation Ohev Zedeck 
298 Howard Avenue 

12. Congregation Rabbi B. Sharfman 
16-25 Putnam Avenue 

13. Congregation Sherei Tefilah 
Sumner Avenue and Van Buren Street 

14. Congregation Sons of Abraham 
726 Gates Avenue 

15. Congregation Tifereth Israel 
Willoughby and Throop Avenues 

16. Yeshivath Shearith Hapleta (Orthodox) 
52 Stuyvesant Avenue 

17. Young Israel of Williamsburg, Inc. (Orthodox) 
730 Willoughby Avenue 
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CROWN HEIGHTS 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The "community" entitled Crown Heights, as described here, is a 
somewhat artificial community. The rather small "core area" ordinarily 
given the name extends along the ridge - Eastern Parkway - to about 
Lefferts and East New York Avenues on the Flatbush side and for a few 
blocks in the other direction. In earlier years, this section was known as 
Crow Hill. To include complete health areas - 27.10, 27.20, 29, 48, 49 and 
50.10 - the Statistical District has added fringe areas from the adjacent 
Ft. Greene, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brownsville and Flatbush neighborhoods. 

The resulting, oddly-shaped community derives not only its highly 
irregular boundary lines but also its mixture of characteristics partly at 
least from the inclusion of certain of the fringe areas which is necessita-
ted by the bizarre boundary lines of two health areas and the use of Atlantic 
Avenue,1 as the dividing line from Bedford-Stuyvesant. By including the sec-
tion of Health Area 27.10 from South Portland Avenue to Washington Avenue and 
from Greene /venue to Atlantic Avenue at the point where it meets Vanderbilt 
Avenue, this community includes a segment of the downtown business section. 
At the other extreme, that part of Health Area 48 extending from Lefferts to 
Clarkson Avenue, with a small corridor reaching Church Avenue, brings in a 
neighborhood ordinarily considered to be part of Flatbush. 

The boundary extends from Greene Avenue and Hanson Place to 
Washington Avenue and along that avenue to Atlantic Avenue. Atlantic 
Avenue is the division between Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant as far as 
Kingston Avenue. At this point, the boundary follows St. Marks Avenue and 
Bergen Street to Utica Avenue, the division from Brownsville, to approximately 
the junction of Lefferts and East New York Avenues. 

The irregular line which separates Flatbush by the definitions 
used in this report runs along Lefferts to Albany, then Clarkson Avenue to 
East 38 Street which it follows to Church Avenue, returning to Clarkson by 
way of East 34 Street and by Nostrand Avenue to Lefferts Avenue. The divid-
ing line from Park Slope follows chiefly Atlantic, Vanderbilt and Washington 
Avenues, with a short extension along Ocean Avenue to the Flatbush boundary. 

As recently as 1942, a neighborhood called Crown Heights which 
did not include the downtown section of Health Area 27.10 was described as 
"a fine, middle-class residential area" which was predominantly Jewish.!/ 
The core of Crowi Heights as defined in this report continues to be chiefly 
residential. 

1/ Brooklyn Neighborhoods, by Herbert J. Ballon, 19U2. 
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In total land area, Crown Heights, with 1,506 acres, is only 
slightly smaller than Coney Island and slightly larger than the adjacent 
Brownsville. About 580 acres are taken up by the streets leaving 926 
acres for all community purposes except traffic. 

Land use: In 1955-56, when the land use survey was made, some 
3U acres were vacant, 3•7 percent of the 926 acres but almost 5 of these 
acres were in use as licensed parking lots. Parks - only one of any size -
and outdoor playgrounds and recreation fields account for just under 8 per-
cent; institutions including the Kings County Hospital Center, Adelphi 
Hospital, the Jewish Hospital, the Prospect Heights and Swedish Hospitals, 
three voluntary homes for the aged, and eight proprietary nursing homes, as 
well as churches, schools, fire and police stations, absorb 112 acres or 12 
percent of the total. Transportation facilities, chiefly the Long Island 
Railroad tracks along Atlantic Avenue, take up a total of only 13 acres, 
l.U percent. 

Commerce and industry utilize not quite 102 acres, 11 percent of 
the 926 acres available in the entire community, but 62 of these 102 acres 
are in the downtown section or near Atlantic Avenue (H.A, 27,10 and 29). 
Another 23 acres are in Health Area U8 but most of this space is used for 
automobile storage and services or retail and other commercial activities. 

Light and heavy industries account for a third of the business 
acreage in the entire community but 22 of the 3U acres so used are located 
in Health Area 27.10. Automobile storage and services take 37 percent, 
retail stores, offices, etc, take 23 percent and warehouses a little over 
5 percent. 

The bulk of the land is devoted to residences, 593 acres or 6U 
percent of the total. In 1955-56, multi-family dwellings covered half of 
these residential acres. On the basis of the 1957 Census, the average 
number of persons per residential acre is 251.2. This ranks the community 
as eighth among the twenty communities in population density. 

Population size 

In 1957 Crown Heights had a population of 1U8,990, about 5.7 per-
cent of the borough's residents. Williamsburg, the community ranking sixth 
in population size had only 153 more residents; by this slim margin Crown 
Heights ranks seventh. It outranks the community eighth in size - East Wew 
York - by about 1,200. In common with all the communities but the two in 
the expansion stage of their development - Sheepshead Bay and Canarsie, 
Crown Heights lost population between 1950 and 1957j the reduction amounted 
to 11,699 or 7.3 percent. 

The most recent population growth in this area came in the decade 
of the thirties. In 1 9 3 0 , there were 1 U 7 , 1 2 2 residents but by 1 9 U 0 the number 
was 160,06U, a rise of almost 13,000 or 8.8 percent. The 1950 Census, how-
ever, indicated that the population had stabilized in size; the change from 
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19U0 was an increase of only 625 persons to 160,689. At that time, Crown 
Heights held the same ranking ־ seventh - as in 1957 but constituted a 
slightly large proportion of the borough total 5.9־ percent. 

Cultural groups 

The use of Atlantic Avenue as the division between the Crown Heights 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant communities creates a rather artificial boundary. 
Atlantic Avenue is one of the streets vihich has housed a Negro population 
for many decades. In 191*0 the residents on the Crown Heights side of 
Atlantic Avenue and in the nearby houses on the side streets, and in parts 
of the downtown area, near Ft. Greene, probably accounted for most of the 
8,300 Negroes among the 160,000 residents; over 7,100 of this group lived 
in Health .Areas 27.10 and 29; in 1930, 6,11*60 Negroes lived in these same 
areas. 

1950 Census: The 1950 Negro population was more than double the 
size of the 19U0 colony. The rise to nearly 17,700 brought the group to 
about 11 percent of the community total. Its members were still congre-
gated chiefly in the health areas adjacent to Bedford-Stuyvesant - over 
lit,000 in Health Areas 27.10 and 29, with another 2,1*00 ill Health Area 1*9 
which has a short border in common with Bedford-Stuyvesant. This develop-
ment, it must be assumed, represented an expansion of the growing popula-
tion in Bedford-Stuyvesant and possibly the desire for more comfortable 
quarters by the Negroes with the better incomes. 

Most of the 500 Puerto Ricans lived in the sections where the 
Negroes had settled but some were found in all the areas. The whites born 
within the Continental United States still constituted nearly two-thirds 
of the total population and the whites of foreign birth over a fifth. 

Population of Crown Heights, b:/ cultural group: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of total 

All classes 160,689 100.0 
Continental native white 105,670 65.8 
Foreign-born white 36,721 22.8 
Puerto Rican 1*85 0.3 
Negro 17,677 1 1 . 0 
Other nonwhite races 136 0.1 

The leading country of origin among the foreign-born whites was 
Russia which was responsible for 31.6 percent of the 36,700. Poland was 
second with 11.6 percent but Eire was third and Italy fourth with 10.1* and 
9.8 percent, respectively. Austria, Germany, Rumania and Hungary contribu-
ted in that order to an aggregate percentage of 19. Together, the United 
Kingdom and Canada added almost 8 percent. Other groups were from 
Scandinavia, Greece, Latin America, Lithuania, Czechoslovakia, Asia and 
elsewhere. 
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In the early 1950's, the mortality data for whites suggest that 
many of the foreign-born franmiddle or eastern Europe were members of 
Jewish families. There was then, and probably still is, a considerable 
Jewish population, particularly in the Eastern Parkway neighborhood. The 
certificates issued for about 52 percent of the 1954 deaths of white per-
sons 25 years old or older indicated burial in a Jewish cemetery. 

1957 Census; According to this Special Census, the "white" 
population still accounted for three-quarters of the 1957 residents but 
the Negro colony had again - as from 1940 to 1950 - more than doubled and 
become the other fourth of the total. This distribution, of course, does 
not take into account the residents of Puerto Rican birth or parentage. 

Population of Grown Heights, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

148,990 100.0 

111,898 75.1 
36,819 24.7 

273 0.2 

All classes 
1White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite races 

In 1957, Crown Heights contained 12 percent of Brooklyn's Negro 
population! in 1950 only 8.6 percent of the smaller Brooklyn total lived in 
this area. To the extent that the Crown Heights section along the border 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant might be considered part of that community, it is not 
surprising to discover a growth in the Negro group or to find them fairly 
well concentrated in the border area but expanding toward Eastern Parkway. 
In 1957, 33,000 of the total of nearly 37,000 Negroes lived in Health Areas 
27.10, 29 and 49, with another 2,300 in the small section called 50.10. 
They constituted about 42 percent of all residents in the area included in 
Health Areas 27.10 and 29 and about a third in Health Area 49. 

An estimate of the probable Puerto Rican population in this 
community is somewhat more hazardous than in some of the others.2/ For the 
reasons given in the footnote, a tentative estimate of from 3,700 to 4,000 
has been accepted, If the maximum be accepted the approximate distribution 

2/ The 1937 school data, discussed below, appear to over-represent the pro-
portion of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican population living in this neighbor-
hood. If the 1957 public school data are used with the Catholic parochial 
figures, the schools located in Crown Heights had 3.1 percent of the 
Puerto Rican children in all Brooklyn public and Catholic schools. But 
only 1.8 percent of the total births to Puerto Rican mothers in Brooklyn 
were to mothers living in the health areas which make up this community. 
And births usually overstate the proportion of the Puerto Ricans among the 
residents of all ages. To add to the contradictory indications, the 1958 
Puerto Rican births in this area rose to 2.2 percent of the Brooklyn total 
but the number and proportion of Puerto Rican children in the community's 
schools declined in 1958. It has been decided to use the 1958 school data 
which allot to this area a percentage of 2.5 percent of the Brooklyn total. 
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of the 1957 population would be as follows: White - 72.5 percent) Negro -
21*.6 percent; Puerto Rican - 2.7 percent and other races 0.2 percent. It 
is apparent, whether or not the Puerto Rican estimate is reasonably 
accurate, that a considerable out-migration of whites, other than Puerto 
Ricans, has occurred since 1950. The estimated distribution indicates a 
decrease of over 31*, 000 white residents. 

The churches and synagogues listed in Section IV may be so 
numerous partly because the irregular boundaries result in the location 
within Crown Heights of religious organizations serving the adjacent 
communities. But the religio-cultural diversity of this community must be 
responsible for the existence of the variety among the 20 Protestant 
denominations, the existence of 8 Roman Catholic churches and the 3h 
synagogues; 23 of the congregations are definitely indicated as Orthodox 
and one as Reformed; one Conservative congregation meets at the large 
Brooklyn Jewish Center on Eastern Parkway and another at the Prospect Park 
Jewish Center on Flatbush Avenue. 

Birth statistics: The nonwhite births reflect the rapid growth 
in the Negro population since 1950. In 1952, the 825 children born to non-
white mothers were 27.9 percent of the 2,957 live births. The number of 
nonwhite births was 1,363 during 1957 or 1*3.6 percent of the total of 3>I2Uj 
by 1958 the 1,1*1*1* nonwhite children born constituted 1*5.6 percent of the 
3,161* births. These proportions of the total suggest a high birth rate and 
the comparative youth of the Negroes. In 1957 the median age of the non-
whites ranged from 29.1* to 32 years in the several health areas; the median 
for whites in Health Area 27.10 was 33.1* but elsewhere the range was from 
37.9 to 1*1.3 years. 

Live births to mothers born in Puerto Rico grew from 60 in 1952 
to 101* in 1957 and to 137 in 1958; their proportion of the total rose from 
2 percent in 1952 to 3 .3 in 1957 and U.3 in 1958. The marked change in the 
white proportion was between 1952 when it was 70 percent and 1957 when it 
was 53 percent of the total; in 1958 white children accounted for exactly 
half the births. 

School data: The 11 public schools - 10 elementary and one junior 
high - situated within this community in 1958V belong to four school dis-
tricts; in each of these districts the Crown Heights schools are in the 
minority, with most of the district's schools in Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, Flatbush or Brownsville. A more than usual interchange 
of public school students with the neighboring areas established in this 
report as separate "communities" must be assumed. This factor, in combina-
tion with differences in age composition and birth rates among the several 
ethnic or cultural groups and the effect of the parochial schools, makes 
necessary the use of extraordinary caution in interpreting the public 
school data. 

37 P.S. "289 was not opened until late in March 1959. 
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The new building for Public School 9 was not opened until September 
1958. The 10 public schools in operation in 1957 had a total enrolment in 
September 1957 of 9,542 children; 42.4 percent were classified by the 
teachers as Negro for the informal ethnic census; 8.4 percent were believed 
to be Puerto Rican which means that 49.2 percent were white or members of the 
small nonwhite minorities. The larger total of 11,831 children registered in 
October 1958 and the change in ethnic composition may reflect the presence of 
more school-age children, a change in district lines, or some other factor; 
enrolment at the ,junior high school, fox* instance, more than doubled and 
Public School 9ע־ was opened with 1,707 children. In any event, the number 
of Puerto Rican children decreased from 806 in September 1957 to 618 in 
October 1958. The other groups rose in number, with this percentage distri-
bution as a result: Negro - 43»5; Puerto Rican - 5.2 and all other 51.3• 

The data on parochial schools situated in this community - avail-
able through the School Health Services - give a total for September 30, 
1958 of 5,238 children in the 5 Catholic parish schools and 1,624 in 4 
of the 9 Jewish schools. Catholic parish boundaries also may well cross 
community lines and some students at the Jewish schools may well live in 
adjacent Brownsville, Unfortunately, no data are tabulated on the Negro 
students in the Catholic schools but a special census taken in June 1959 
found 276 children from Spanish-language families ־ a little more than 5 
percent of the total; it is probably safe to assume that most, if not all 
these children, are of Puerto Rican birth or extraction. 

On the basis of this assumption, the combination of the Catholic 
parish school and public school data for 1958 indicates that about 5.2 per-
cent of the children attending these schools within the area are Puerto 
Rican. If the Jewish school data could be added and the Catholic school 
data reported white and Negro children, it is apparent that the white pro-
portion of the total would greatly exceed the 51 percent found in public 
schools. 

Age groups 

In conformity with the changes from 1950 to 1957 in the total 
Brooklyn population and the changes in many individual, communities, every 
age group except the school-age children (6-13 years) and the aged was 
smaller in 1957 than in 1950. In the age composition of its residents, 
Crown Heights is one of the "older" communities. About 59 percent of the 
population was 30 years of age or older. The proportion of its residents 
in each of the upper age groups - 30-44 years, 45-64 years, and 65 years 
and over - was slightly above the borough-wide proportion. 

On the other hand, children and youth under 20 years of age con-
stituted only 26.9 percent of all residents. Only one community - Flatbush-
East Flatbush - had a smaller proportion (26.4) in this group but in the 
four communities ranking from fifteenth to eighteenth in this respect the 
differences in the percentages were small - from 0.6 to 1.9 points. Because 

47 Formerly in theTark Slope area. ~ 
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of the decrease of 8,7 percent in the number of teen-agers, Crown Heights 
shares with Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene the position of having the smallest 
proportion of its residents in this group; the borough-wide decrease among 
the 114-19 year-olds was only two percent. 

Population of Crown Heights, by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of total Number of total change 

All ages 160,689 100.0 1148 , 990 100,0 - 7.3 
Under 6 years 114,537 9.0 13,757 9.2 - 5.14 
6-13 years 15,5143 9.7 16,2143 10.9 14.5 
114-19 years 11,150 6.9 10,179 6.8 - 8.7 
20-2U years 11,6140 7.2 9,6140 6.5 -17.2 
25-29 years 12,363 7.7 11,323 7.6 - 8.14 
30-1414 years 39,670 214.7 33,979 22.8 -114.3 
145-614 years 142,233 26.3 39,576 26.6 - 6.3 
65 years and over 13,553 8.14 114,293 9.6 5.5 

Young adults, on the other hand, were a higher percentage (114.1) of 
the total in Crown Heights than in the borough as a whole - 13•7• Only four 
communities ranked higher on this score - Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Williamsburg - all communities with 
public housing projects and rather substantial proportions of Negro and/or 
Puerto Rican residents. 

Sex distribution: . Girls and xramen exceed the boys and men in every 
age group except the two youngest and in those the ratio of males to females 
was lower than the borough-wide ratio. The excess of females was greater 
than for the borough in all age groups, especially among those 20*014 years of 
age and those 65 years old or older. Between 1950 and 1957, males lost con-
siderable ground among persons 20-214 years old but gained a bit among the 
25-29 year-olds. 

Population of Crown Heights, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 1957 Census 
Males per 
100 females 

87.0 

Male Female 
Males per 
100 females Male Female Age group 

All ages 75,1431 85,258 88.5 69,302 79,688 

100.6 
101.3 
89.5 
75.6 
91.7 
81.2 
87.1 
76.7 

6,857 
8,069 
5,371 
5,U91 
5,908 
18,7148 
21,156 
8,088 

6,900 
8,1714 
14,808 
14,1149 
5,1415 
15,231 
18,1420 
6,205 

103.6 
1014.5 
91.7 
814.9 
88.1 
80.3 
92.0 
72.9 

7,1140 
7,602 
5,815 
6,296 
6,572 
22,001 
21,992 
7,8140 

7,397 
7,9141 
5,335 
5,31414 
5,791 
17,669 
20,2141 
5,713 

Under 6 years 
6-13 years 
114-19 years 
20-214 years 
25-29 years 
30-1414 years 
145-614 years 
65 years and over 
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Other population characteristics: 195° 

The changes in the composition of the population by 1957 raise a 
question as to the appropriateness of the characteristics described in the 
Census of 1950. But the more important points may be useful if their 
possible modifications are kept in mind. 

Economic status: In 1949 the median family income - $2,840 - in 
Health Area 27.10, the "downtown" section, was below the borough-wide 
median of $3,447. This is one of the 27 health areas among the 118 in 
Brooklyn where the median family income was below $3,000. In Health Area 
29, the median $3,442 ־ - was almost identical with the borough figure but 
in the other sections the family income was considerably above that level; 
the medians in Health Areas 50.10, 48, 49 and 27.20 were $3,940, $4,007, 
$4,099 and $4,101, respectively. The pattern was somewhat different in the 
median income of persons not living in family groups. In comparison with a 
borough median of $1,280, the low of $803 was in Health Area 48 and the 
high of $1,868 in Health Area 27.20, with the other medians ranging from 
$1,100 to $1,727. Where the family income was lowest (H.A, 27.10) the 
median for the individuals was $1,163. 

Educational level: Adults 25 years old or over in Crown Heights 
had completed more years of formal schooling than in many of the communi-
ties. In Health Area 27.10 the median for whites was 8,8 years and for 
nonwhite, 7.8 years. Elsewhere, however, the median for whites ranged from 
9.6 to 11.6 years. Nonwhite medians could be computed only for Health Areas 
29 and 49 in addition to 27.10; in the first, the median was 9.0 years, in 
the second, 9.3. 

Family groups: Among the 45,125 families in 1950, married couples 
were present in 38,735; about 14 percent of the families were groups of 
relatives such as one parent with adult or minor children, sisters and/or 
brothers, etc. About 7 percent of the married women did not have a spouse 
in the home. 

Persons living alone or with non-relatives were a relatively 
small group 12,200 ־ . They were fairly well scattered throughout the 
community but 6,600 lived in Health Areas 27.10 and 29, with a substantial 
number in Health Areas 48 and 49 and fewer elsewhere. 

The population, individuals or families, living in non-house-
keeping quarters were few in proportion to those in households; only 547 
were in institutions as permanent guests and 4,559 lived in rooming houses, 
or as resident employees of institutions or some other type of quasi-house-
hold. 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: With 5.7 percent of the population in 1957, 
and the probability of a larger share' by 1959, Crown Heights was the home 
of 6.5 percent of all public assistance cases receiving payment on March 2, 
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1959. As noted in other community descriptions, this relationship of cases 
and persons is a crude measure. Crude as it is, the inference is that this 
area does not have an undue share of dependency. Only 223 persons or fami-
lies of the 2,839 cases on some form of assistance were receiving general 
assistance, but 819 families were receiving aid to dependent children. The 
balance, presumably, were individuals in receipt of old-age or blind assis-
tance or aid to the disabled. 

Health indices: The 1957 infant mortality rates were higher in 
three of the Crown Heights health areas than the Brooklyn rate of 25.2 
deaths per 1,000 live births. In Health Areas 27.10, 29 and 149, the rates 
were 35.1, 29.14 and 35.h per 1,000. The rates for the other areas were 
18.3, 22.14. and 23.9. The newly reported venereal disease cases in 1957 
give rates per 100,000 persons which vary from 92.8 and 183.7 in Health 
Areas 148 and 27.20 to 1,016.5 and 1,235.7 per 100,000 in Health Areas 29 
and 27.10. The two low-rate areas and Health Area 50.10, with a rate of 
2140.8, were below the Brooklyn rate of 308.14. 

The tuberculosis prevalence rates based on active cases on the 
Department of Health register on December 31, 1956 and 1958 related to the 
1957 population were 1.21 and 1.05 per 1,000 population, similar to the 
borough-wide rate. About 5.8 and 6.1 percent of Brooklyn's active cases 
in 1956 and 1958 lived in Crown Heights. 

Delinquency rates 

In 1951, when the Brooklyn rate of juvenile delinquency was 114.7 
per 1,000 children and youth 6-20 years of age in April 1950, the rates in 
three health areas - 50.10, U9 and lj8 were below the borough rate - 6.0, 
9.1 and 12.6, respectively. Cases were not reported separately for Health 
Areas 27.10 and 27.20; the rate for the combined areas was 23.6; the rate 
for Health Area 29 was 25.9 per 1,000. These three health areas, there-
fore, are part of the Youth Board's special area "Bedford-Stuyvesant." 

By 1957 the rate for the combined Health Areas 27.10 and 27.20 
was 514. U and by 1958 it was 70.6, markedly above the Brooklyn rates of 
33.14 and 141.2 per 1,000. Health Area 29 shows a similar trend; its 1957 
and 1958 rates were 53.14 and 79.9 per 1,000. In the other sections, the 
1957 rates - 18.7, 22.3 and 214.2 remained below the borough-wide rate. In 
1958, their rates were higher - 23.14, 29.1 and 36.2 per 1,000 but still 
below •toe Brooklyn rate. Both 1957 and 1958 rates necessarily are based 
on t he April 1957 population 6-20 years of age and, if the number of chil-
dren and youth in this community rose in 1958,this may have been partially 
responsible for the apparent rise in the rates. 

Housing 

The quantity of housing for the community as a whole has decreased 
slightly from 50,5114 dwelling units enumerated in the 1950 Census. By 1957-
58, there were about 50,0140 units, according to the local survey. The de-
crease was common to all sections except Health Area 148 where an increase 
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of 213 units is found. The major portion of this area - from Lefferts to 
Church Avenues - lies within the "heart of the old Flatbush" and may 
reflect the expansion of housing which occurred throughout that neighbor-
ing community. 

In the "downtown" area some dwellings were demolished for indus-
trial purposes and 324 units were torn down for a park adjacent to Albany 
Houses. This housing project, constructed on vacant land, was nearing 
completion in April 1950 and in May the first tenants moved in; hence its 
829 units presumably were counted in the 1950 Census. 

The land use survey of 1955-56 shows that half the 593 residen-
tial acres were then covered with multi-family dwellings; the walk-up 
type covered more than three times as many acres as the elevator-equipped, 
taller apartment houses. Two-family houses accounted for 210 acres, 35 
percent, and one-family homes for 86 acres or 14 percent of the housing 
space. Since there appears to have been no drastic changes in the housing 
supply, the characteristics of the 1950 dwellings may still be reasonably 
accurate. 

Characteristics in 1950» Home ownership was not particularly 
high in this neighborhood in comparison with the more suburban areas; in 
fact, since only 13.5 percent of the 49,054 homes in use were occupied by 
their owners, home ownership was lower than in the adjacent Bedford-
Stuyvesant community where this percentage was almost 17. About 10,600 
dwelling units were in one- or two-family houses, close to 22 percent of 
the 49,054 homes in use. The percentage of the units reported to be over-
crowded was 4.3 and the percentage considered substandard was 6.5. 

Public housing: Only one public project has been constructed 
within this community - the original Albany Houses. The smaller extension, 
called Albany Houses II, adjoins the site but is located just over the 
boundary line in Bedford-Stuyvesant (H.A. 36). No plans for additional 
projects have been announced. 

Albany Houses - State project 

1229 Park Place (H.A. 49) 
Site: Albany to Troy Avenues 

St. Mark's Avenue to Park Place 
Completed October 1950; first tenants May 1950 
Dwelling units - 829; estimated population - 3,128; persons 
per acre - 351, 6 buildings of 14 stories 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.29 

The facilities in the buildings on the site also serve tenants of ? 
the newer Albany Houses II. The programs include a day care center, a com-
munity center operated jointly by the Youth Board, the Board of Education 
and Stuyvesant Community Center; the Center also operates the day care ser-
vice with a subsidy from the Department of Welfare. The Department of Parks 
operates the adjacent playground. 

{ 
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SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A, NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY^ 

Day Nurseries, Kindergartens and Nursery Schools 

Social agencies 

1. Concord Child Care Center 
Operated by Community Association-School Districts 25 and 27, Inc. 
Public School No. 42 
St. Marks and Classon Avenues 

Preschool children 

2. Edwards L. Cleveland Day Care Center 
Operated by Stuyvesant Community Center, Inc. 
Albany Houses 
1185 Park Place 

Preschool children 

Other auspices 

3. Brower Nursery School 
571 Eastern Parkway 

4. Carroll Nursery and Kindergarten 
1242 Carroll Street 

Group Work and Recreation Services 

1. Brooklyn Jewish Center 
667 Eastern Parkway 

Facilities include gymnasium, swimming pool, auditorium, 
8 club rooms, library, game room. Activities for membership 
include adult education, forums, adult and youth clubs, 
physical education, arts and crafts, dramatics, swimming. 

2. Brooklyn Public Library 
The branch libraries conduct special programs for both 
adults and children either occasionally or on § regular 
weekly basis. 

Crown Heights Branch 
401 Rogers Avenue 

Picture Book Hour for children, twice monthly and Story 
Hour one afternoon a month. 

1/ Includes specified services located in this community, although 
service is not necessarily limited to residents of the area and resi-
dents may be served by agencies, especially clinics, located elsewhere 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Brooklyn Public Library - continued 

Eastern Parkway Branch 
Eastern Parkway and Schenectady Avenue 

Picture Book Hour for children, once a month in fall and 
twice a month from January through May, Story Hour one 
afternoon a month; panel discussions; photographic exhibit. 

3. Education, Board of, City of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

After-school Centers serve children of elementary and junior 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
Activities include painting, dramatics, woodworking, music, 
crafts, singing, dancing, quiet games, sports, trips and 
special events. 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adults from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
specified. Program consists of social activities, lounge 
programs, small group activities, and a variety of athletic, 
artistic and cultural activities. 

Full-time Community Centers: Centers operating in partnership 
with the New York City Youth Board as well as a few others, 
are on a full-time twelve-month basis. They provide services 
similar to those described in the two programs above, except 
for more emphasis on small group activities and on guidance 
and referral services. These centers accept children from 
the Youth Board Referral Units and community agencies and 
also by direct application. 

General George W. Wingate High School: Evening Community Center 
600 Kingston Avenue 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday evenings. 

Prospect Heights High School: Evening Community Center 
Classon Avenue and President Street 

Open Monday through Thursday evenings; swimming available. 

P.S. 9: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
St. Marks and Underhill Avenues 

Evening center open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 

P.S. 11: Evening Community Center 
Washington and Waverly Avenues, near Greene Avenue 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

J.H.S. 61: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
New York Avenue, Empire Boulevard and Sterling Street 

Evening center open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S. 91: After-school Center 
East New York and Albany Avenues and Maple Street 

P.S. 138: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
760 Prospect Place 

Evening center open Monday, Thursday and Friday. 

P.S. 161: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
Crown Street and New York Avenue 

Evening center open Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

P.S. 167: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
1025 Eastern Parkway 

Evening center open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

P.S. 221: Evening Community Centex, After-school Center 
791 Empire Boulevard 

Evening center open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 

P.S. 241: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
976 President Street 

Evening center open Monday through Thursday. 

P.S. 289: Evening Community Center 
Kingston and St. Marks A.venues 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

4. Parks, Department of, City of New York^/ 

Alexander Hamilton - Metz Memorial Field 
Lefferts, Albany and East New York Avenues 

Football and softball fields, stadia, basketball, handball 
and volleyball courts, playground. Recreation leadership. 

Brower Park 
Park to Prospect Place, Brooklyn to Kingston Avenue 
Addition: Brooklyn Avenue, between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place. 

Children1s Museum; playground. 
The Children's Museum is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. six days 
a week and from 1:00 to 5 p.m. on Sundays and holidays; groups 
cared for by appointment only. Winter program: Clubs planned 
each year according to interest of children and capacity of 
staff; from Tuesday through Friday - a short motion picture at 
4:30 p.m.; on Saturdays — motion pictures, story hours and 
demonstrations in various departments. Summer program: 
Monday through Friday - motion pictures, story hours and 
demonstrations in various departments. 

2/ In describing its facilities, the Department uses the term "playground" 
to indicate these types of equipment: Large and kindergarten swings, 
large and kindergarten slides, seesaws, a pipe frame exercise unit, a 
sandbox, either a wading pool or shower spray and a comfort station. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

St. John's Park 

Prospect Place to Bergen Street and Troy to Schenectady Avenue 

St. John's Recreation Center 
Prospect Place between Troy and Schenectady Avenues 

Gymnasium, indoor swimming pool, locker facilities, 
game rooms, boxing and exercise rooms, arts and crafts 
room, cooking room, woodworking shop, meeting rooms. 
Recreation leadership. Playgrounds (2) 

Bergen Street and Troy Avenue (adjacent to Albany Houses) 
Prospect Place and Schenectady Avenue 

Children's playground and wading pool, softball field, 
basketball courts, ice skating area. Recreation 
leadership. 

Playground adjacent to General George W. Wingate High School 
Brooklyn Avenue between Rutland Road and Winthrop Street 

Athletic field with running track; basketball, handball, 
paddle tennis, volleyball and shuffleboard courts; 
playground with wading pool. Recreation leadership. 

Playground adjacent to P.S. 9 
Underhill Avenue between Bergen Street and St. Marks Avenue 

Basketball and handball courts, playground. Recreation 
leadership. 

Playground adjacent to P.S. 61 
Sterling Street, Empire Boulevard and New York Avenue 

Basketball, handball and shuffleboard courts; playground. 
Recreation leadership/ 

Playground 
Prospect Place and Underhill Avenue 

Playground with wading pool, handball and shuffleboard 
courts, ice skating areas. Recreation leadership. 

Playground 
Sullivan Place west of Nostrand Avenue 
: Children's playground. 

Playground 
New York and Clarkson Avenues 

Children's playground. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

5. Parkway Senior Friends 
315 Troy Avenue 

Recreation program for men and women, 60 and over, from 
Crown Heights area. Meets Tuesday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
from September 15 to June 15. English and Yiddish spoken. 

6. Stuyvesant Community Center (In Albany Houses) 
(In cooperation with the Board of Education's Bureau of 
Community Education) 
164 Troy Avenue 

Group work and recreation program consisting of boys' and 
girls' clubs, athletics, game room, mass recreation 
activities; art, simple crafts, ballet, tap dancing, 
dramatics, sewing, scout troops, itrips, interest groups 
for adults. Group work services for teenagers subsidized 
by the New York City Youth Board.2/ 

7. Young Israel of Botanic Gardens 
1060 President Street 

Serves boys and girls 6 to 18 years of age - youth activities 
including clubs, scouts, etc. Saturday afternoon storytelling 
and singing for children under six. 

8. Young Israel of Eastern Parkway 
937 Eastern Parkway 

See description for Young Israel of Botanic Gardens. 
Also sponsors summer day camp. 

Other voluntary agencies 
The Camp Fire Girls, the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts 
and the Public Schools Athletic League all serve this 
area, utilizing the facilities of schools, churches and 
social agencies. Catholic Youth Organization athletic 
programs for 8 to 21 year-olds exist in most Roman 
Catholic churches but the number of sports and age groups 
served vary from parish to parish; Young Adult programs 
(social) also exist in several parishes. 

Child Health Services^/ 

1. Health, Department of, City of New York: Child Health Station 
Crown Heights Health Center 
1218 Prospect Place 

3/ The centers subsidized by the New York City Youth Board accept children 
from Referral Units and Community agencies and also by direct applica-
tion. 

4/ The designation (R) in clinic listings indicates a "Refer" clinic, that 
is, patient must be referred to this particular clinic from another 
clinic or unit of the hospital. 



1 5 2 

Child Health Services• - continued 

2. Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn 
555 Prospect Place 

Babies up to one year who were born in the Hospital (R). 

3. Swedish Hospital in Brooklyn 
1350 Bedford Avenue 

Well babies up to 2 years of age. 

Mental Health Services^/ 

1. Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn: Psychiatric clinic 
555 Prospect Place 

Neurological Clinic - cases accepted from social agencies 
and other hospitals (R). 
Division of Pediatric Psychiatry 

General psychiatric services for children 
and 

Morris J. Solomon Clinic for Retarded Children 
All medical services including diagnosis, 
treatment, prognosis, speech therapy, etc.(R). 

2. Kings County Hospital Center, Department of Hospitals, City of 
New York: Kings County Psychiatric Hospital: Mental Hygiene 
Clinic 
606 Winthrop Street 

Serves adults and children of Brooklyn. 

Other Clinicsi/ 

Hospital^/clinics 

1. Adelphi Hospital 
50 Greene Avenue 

Prenatal and postnatal 

2. House of St. Giles The Cripple 
1346 President Street 

Orthopedic (Cerebral Palsy Unit, Mayfair Avenue, 
Garden City, Long Island). 

3. Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn 
555 Prospect Place 

Allergy (R), arthritis (R), cancer, cardiac (R), chest, dental (R), 
dermatology, diabetic (R); ear, nose and throatj endocrine (R), 
endocrine-gynecological (R), eye, gastroenterological (R), 
genitourinary (R), gynecology (R), hematology (R), medical, 
neurology (R), neurosurgery, orthopedic, pediatric (R), physical 
therapy, plastic surgery, prenatal and postnatal, rectal, 
surgery, tumor, venereal diseases. (Yearly registration fee). 

5/ A complete list of public and voluntary hospitals in Brooklyn is 
included in the list of borough-wide services contained in the 
Introduction. 
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Hospital•^/clinics - continued 

4. Kings County Hospital Center, Department of Hospitals, 
City of New York 
451 Clarkson Avenue 

Allergy, arthritis, cancer, cardiac, chest (R), dental (extrac-
tions only), dermatology, diabetic (R)j ear, nose and throat; 
endocrine (R), eye, fracture, gastroenterological, 
genitourinary (R), gynecology (R), hematology (R), medical, 
metabolism (R), neurology, neurosurgery, orthopedic (R), 
pediatric (R), physical therapy (R), plastic surgery, 
prenatal and postnatal, surgical, tuberculosis, tumor, 
vascular, venereal diseases (R). 
Geriatric Rehabilitation Center 
600 Albany Avenue 
Sponsored by the Department of Welfare in cooperation with 
the Department of Hospitals. 
Counseling, medical treatment and recreation for men and 
women 65 years of age and over. 

5. Prospect Heights Hospital 
775 Washington Avenue 

Physical therapy 

6. Swedish Hospital in Brooklyn 
1350 Bedford Avenue 

Gynecology, physical therapy, prenatal and postnatal. 

Clinics under other auspices 

1. Health, Department of, City of New York 
Crown Heights Health Center 
1218 Prospect Place 

Eye and dental (for children referred by school doctor or 
nurse), tuberculosis. 

2. Muscular Dystrophy Associations of America, Inc,^/ 
Clinic at Kings County Hospital 
451 Clarkson Avenue 

Arrangements through social service department of agency 
at 1790 Broadway, Manhattan. 

6/ Also listed with borough-wide services in the Introduction. 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services^ 

1. New York City Youth Board 
Three of the six health areas that comprise this community 
are in the Youth Board's Bedford-Stuyvesant Area, 

Bedford-Stuyvesant Referral Unit 
1193 Dean Street 

Serves children and young people 5 to 21 years of age residing 
in Health Areas 27,10, 27.20 and 29, referred through schools 
and other community agencies, and also by direct application -
diagnoses their need for service and makes appropriate 
referrals to treatment resources. 

The voluntary treatment services^/in contract with the Youth 
Board in this area are as follows: 

The Big Sisters: Brooklyn Office 
Brooklyn Bureau of Social Service and Children's Aid Society: 
Family Service and Children's Division 

Brooklyn Juvenile Guidance Center, Inc. 
Brooklyn Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn District 
Office 

Italian Board of Guardians, Inc. 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn Office 
Jewish Family Service: Brooklyn Consultation Center 
Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn: Division of Pediatric Psychiatry: 
Child Guidance Clinic 

Salvation Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn District 
Office 

Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn Office 
1 

Council of Social and Athletic Clubs: Bedford-Stuyvesant Unit 
1243 Bedford Avenue 

Provides social services to selected unaffiliated street clubs 
in their respective areas. 

7/ This list shows district offices serving this community even though 
the office may not be located within the area. 

§/ Other agencies offering similar services which have one office serving 
the entire borough are listed in the introductory section. 

9/ These agencies all have one office serving the entire borough (see 
footnote 8). 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

2. Police Department, City of New York: Juvenile Aid Bureau 
This community is served by two district offices of 
the Juvenile Aid Bureau at the following locations! 

Precinct 79 Station House (covers area north of Eastern Parkway) 
627 Gates Avenue 
Precinct 71 Station House (covers area south of Eastern Parkway) 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves all youth under 21 years of age and provides rehabili-
tative social treatment for juvenile delinquents. 

3. Welfare, Department of,City of New York 
This community is served by two welfare districts. The 
portion north of Eastern Parkway and west of Kingston Avenue 
is in the Fort Greene District and the remainder of the area 
is in the Borough Hall District, 

Fort Greene Welfare Center 
147 Prince Street 

Borough Hall Welfare Center 
330 Jay Street 

Public assistance, medical and dental care and employment 
counseling and placement services for clients! homenaker 
service for families with children when mother is incapacitated 
and part-tine service for incapacitated adults on public 
assistance. 



SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior Heigh 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 9 
80 Underhill Avenue 

2. Public School 11 
ij.19 Waverly Avenue 

3. Public School U1 
1281 Dean Street 

li• Public School U2 
686 Classon Avenue 

5>. Junior High School 61 
New York Avenue, Empire Boulevard and Sterling Street 

6• Public School 91 
E. New York and Albany Avenues and Maple Street 

7• Public School 138 
760 Prospect Place 

8, Public School 161 
330 Crown Street 

9. Public School 167 
1027 Eastern Parkway 

10. Public School 221 
791 Empire Boulevard 

11. Public School 2141 
976 President Street 

12. Public School 289 
Kingston and St. Marks Avenues 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1• St. Francis of Assisi Parish School 
396 Lincoln Road 

2. St. Gregory Parish School 
1006 Sterling Place 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Roman Catholic - continued 

3• St. Joseph Parish School 
834 Pacific Street 

U* St. Matthew Parish School 
2^0 Utica Avenue 

5• St. Teresa Parish School 
Boys' Department: 564 Sterling Place 
Girls' Department*.560 Sterling Place 

Jewish 

1» Beth Jacob of Brownsville and East New York (Branch of) 
221 Kingston Avenue 

2. Beth Rivka Institute for Girls (Annex) 
823 Eastern Parkway 

3• Bovower Yeshivah Bnai Zion 
176 Brooklyn Avenue 

4• United Talmudical Academy, Torah V'Yirah 
1078 Park Place 

5• Yeshiva Darkei ,Noam Hafloho 
1310 President Street 

6. Yeshiva of Crown Heights 
310 Crcwn Street 

7• Yeshiva of Eastern Parkway 
991 Eastern Parkway 

8. Yeshiva Rabbi Chairn Joseph. 
1060 President Street 

9» Yeshivah Tomchai Tmimim Lutabitch 
Bedford Avenue and Dean Street 
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SECTION XV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Baptist 

1» Hanson Place Baptist Church 
88 Hanson Place 

2. New Hope Baptist Church 
1328 Park Place 

3. Trinity Baptist Church 
179 New York Avenue 

Methodist 

U« Bethany Methodist Church 
1208 St. John's Place 

5. Ebenezer (United Wesleyan) Methodist Church 
10214• Bergen Street 

6, Union Methodist Church 
121 New York Avenue 

Protestant Episcopal 

7• Messiah and Incarnation Protestant Episcopal Church 
78 Greene Avenue 

8. St. Bartholomew's Protestant Episcopal Church 
1227 Pacific Street 

9• St. Gabriel's Protestant Episcopal Church 
331 Hawthorne Street 

100 St. Luke and St. Matthew Protestant Episcopal Church 
520 Clinton Avenue 

U . Church of St. Mark 
309 Brooklyn Avenue 

Other 

12. Bedford Central Presbyterian Church 
Nostrand Avenue and Dean Street 

13, Bedford Zion, The Church of Nazarene 
550 Washington Avenue 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES ־ continued 

Other - continued 

14. Bethel Temple (Church of God in Christ) 
1372 Bedford Avenue 

15. Calvary Christian (Disciples of Christ) Church 
c/o Pastors Rev, E. Haines 
182 Albany Avenue 

16. Central Community Church (Nondenominational) 
810 Park Place 

17• Epiphany (UL) Lutheran Church 
721 Lincoln Place 

18. First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1256 Dean Street 

19. French (Seventh-Day Adventist) Church 
1435 Bedford Avenue 

20. Greater St. Peter's (A.M.E.) Church 
392 Carlton Avenue 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. St, Blaise R.C. Church 
520 Kingston Avenue 

2. St. Casimir (Polish) R.C. Church 
392 Adelphi Street 

3. St. Francis of Assisi R.C. Church 
319 Maple Street 

4• St. Gregory R.C. Church 
224 Brooklyn Avenue 

5. St. Ignatius R.C. Church 
1150 Carroll Street 

6. St. Joseph R.C, Church 
856 Pacific Street 

7. St. Matthew R.C. Church 
1123 Eastern Parkway 

8. St. Teresa R.C. Church 
563 Sterling Place 
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C, SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Math Jacob (Orthodox) 
1612 Carroll Street 

2• Congregation Ahavas Moishe, Inc. (Orthodox) 
(Congregation B'nai Moshe also at this address) 
612 Maple Street 

3. Congregation Ahavath Achim (Orthodox) 
203 East 37 Street 

it. Congregation Ahavath Torah (Orthodox) 
829 Eastern Parkway 

Congregation Aits Chaiyim 
881 Eastern Parkway 

60 Congregation Avodath Israel (Orthodox) 
1U37 President Street 

7• Beth Amn Congregation (Orthodox) 
599 Empire Boulevard 

8, Congregation Beth David of Crown Heights 
1115 President Street 

9, Congregation Beth David Gershon Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
14.50 New York Avenue 

10, Congregation Beth Ieshaje (Orthodox) 
711 Eastern Parkway 

11, Congregation B'nai Jacob of Eastern Parkway (Orthodox) 
275 Kingston Avenue 

12, Brooklyn Jewish Center (Conservative) 
667 Eastern Parkway 

13, Chevra Ahavath Achim Anshei Sfard (Orthodox) 
148? Empire Boulevard 

114, Chevra Shas and Mishnayes, 
539 Empire Boulevard 

15, Congregation Chovenei Torah (Orthodox) 
885 Eastern Parkway 

16, Congregation K'Hall Machzeka Hadass of Crown Heights (Orthodox) 
377 Crown Street 

17, Congregation Kol Israel (Orthodox) 
603 St, Johns Place 
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C, SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

Lanzuter Congregation Beth David (Orthodox) 
11*19 Carroll Street 

Congregation Menuchat Usher (Orthodox) 
582 Montgomery Street 

Congregation Ohel Isaac 
5W4-8 Prospect Place 

Prospect Park Jewish Community Center (Conservative) 
5314• Flatbush Avenue 

Congregation Shaare Ziffia (Orthodm)-
176 Brooklyn Avenue 

Congregation Shaari Zedek (Reformed) 
221 Kingston Avenue 

Congregation Sons of Israel (Orthodox) 
709 Empire Boulevard 

Congregation Tifereth Enei Jacob 
822 Crown Street 

Congregation Tifereth Chaim, Inc. (Orthodox) 
315 Troy Avenue 

Congregation Tomche Torah 
765 Crown Street 

United Lubavitcher Yeshivoth (Orthodox) 
Bedford Avenue Corner Dean Street 

Yeshiva of Crown Heights (Orthodox) 
310 Crown Street 

Yeshiva of Eastern Parkway (Orthodox) 
991 Eastern Parkway 

Young Israel of Botanic Gardens (Orthodox) 
(Congregation Yeshiva Rabbi Chaim Joseph also at this address) 
1060 President Street 

Young Israel of Eastern Parkway (Orthodox) 
937 Eastern Parkway 

Congregation Zeirei Agudath of Crown Heights 
1456 Crown Street 

Congregation Zemeck Zedek 
c/0 Yudin 
367 Crown Street 

18 
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BROWNSVILLE 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The community described here as "Brownsville" includes somewhat 
more territory on the western side and somewhat less in the northern and 
eastern sections than the area frequently given this title. In the New York 
City Guide,!/ published in 1939, Brownsville was limited to the neighborhood 
from Ralph Avenue to Junius Street between Liberty and Hegeman Avenues. The 
core of this section was a farm subdivided for residential development by 
Charles S. Brown in 1865. By 1883, the village consisted of 250 frame 
houses. The Guide reports that "a group of East Side (Manhattan) realtors 
in 1887 purchased land and erected many dwellings. They encouraged immi-
grants, chiefly Jews of East European o r i g i n ,to move here from Manhattan's 
congested East Side." The extension of the elevated Fulton Street line in 
1889 and the I.R.T. subway in 1920-22 made the district accessible from 
Manhattan and added tenements to the one- and two-family houses. 

Pitkin and Sutter Avenues, and cross streets such as Stone and 
Rockaway Avenues, parts of Hegeman and New Lots Avenues are the retail 
shopping areas. The Long Island Railroad's Bay Ridge Division crosses this 
area from Hegeman to Atlantic Avenues between Junius Street and Van Sinderen 
Avenue. 

Brownsville, one of the five smaller Brooklyn communities -
smaller in terms of land space - is surrounded by Bedford-Stuyvesant, East 
New York, Canarsie, Flatbush and Crown Heights. The boundary in order to 
include these complete health areas - 50.20, 51, 52, 56, 57, 58.10, 58.20, 
59, and 60 - extends from the junction of Utica and Atlantic Avenues across 
Atlantic to Hopkinson Avenue, then across St. Marks Avenue to East New'York 
Avenue. The line follows East New York Avenue to Broadway and turns south-
east on Alabama and Georgia Avenues to Dumont Avenue, through Dumont to 
Van Sinderen Avenue and then through Hegeman Avenue and Avenue A to Remsen 
Avenue; the boundary returns on Remsen Avenue and East 91 Street to East 
New York Avenue and back on Utica Avenue to Atlantic Avenue. 

The gross acreage enclosed by these streets is a total of 1,468. 
Only four communities cover a smaller gross land area. About 596 acres are 
required for the streets, leaving 872 for community purposes other than 
traffic. 

Land use: In 1955-56, almost 53 acres, or 6 percent of the 872 
available, were vacant except for the 5 acres used as licensed parking 
lots. Lincoln Terrace Park and outdoor playgrounds and other recreation 
facilities accounted for 63 acres or 7 percent of the land. 

!/ New York City Guide. American Guide Series. Random House. New York, 1939. 
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The public and private facilities, such as the settlement houses, 
churches and synagogues, libraries, schools,fire and police stations, a Health 
Center, the hospitals, the Brooklyn Hebrew Home and Hospital, and a proprie-
tary nursing home were responsible for only 41 acres, less than 5 percent of 
the total. Transportation facilities - chiefly the Bay Ridge Division of the 
Long Island Railroad - utilized 34 acres or less than 4 percent. 

Brownsville's commerce and industry absorbed only 113 acres or 13 
percent of the available land area. This acreage constituted but 3.3 percent 
of all the land space in Brooklyn so used. Nearly a third of the acres 
devoted to business activities were utilized for heavy industries and another 
15 percent for light industries. A large proportion of the heavy industry 
is in Health Areas 57 and 60. Retail shops and other commercial enterprises 
accounted for 23 percent, automobile storage and services for not quite 20, 
and warehouse and storage plants for about 9 percent of the total. 

Although industry is of some importance and retail shops numerous, 
the community is primarily residential. Some 567 acres were allocated to 
housing in 1955-56, 65 percent of the available area. At that time, multi-
family dwellings absorbed two-thirds of the residential space. The four 
large public housing projects which provide a total of 4,922 dwelling units 
were then in operation. Kingsborough Houses had been in use since 1941 and 
Brownsville Houses since 1948. 

As a consequence of the development of multi-family dwellings, 
Brownsville, which ranks eleventh among the twenty communities in the acre-
age used for housing, ranks third in population density. On the basis of 
the 1957 population, there were 304.3 persons per residential acre. Only 
Williamsburg and the "downtown" Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene area surpass 
this density. 

Population size 

With a population of 172,613 in April 1957, Brownsville ranked 
fourth among the twenty communities in population size. It was the home of 
6.6 percent of Brooklyn's residents in 1957, despite a decrease of 6.8 per-
cent from the 1950 population of 185,108. In 1950, Brownsville also held 
fourth position but its residents then constituted a slightly higher propor-
tion of the borough total (Table 3). 

Brownsville's population has been on the decline for several 
decades. It lost 35,150 persons between 1930 and 1957, a cumulative de-
crease of 17 percent. The downward movement during the depression years 
was slight, a decrease from the 1930 population of 207,763 of 5,411 or 2.6 
percent to 202,352 in 1940. The sharpest reduction came during the war and 
postwar period of prosperity - a decrease of 17,244 or 8.5 percent between 
1940 and 1950. As the more spacious neighborhoods in Brooklyn developed 
and incomes rose, many Brownsville residents reportedly moved - some of 
them to the nearby Flatbush and East Flatbush areas. Slum clearance through 
public housing apparently contributed to the decline. The lessening im-
portance of the area is indicated by its population rank of second in 1930, 
of third in 1940 and fourth in 1950 and 1957. 
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Cultural groups 

This community - at least the heart of the original Brownsville -
after its early history as a semi-rural village was developed as a Jewish 
community. In the 1930's, however, there was a Negro colony of about 9,900; 
some 4,400 lived'in "the blocks between Atlantic and East New York'Avenues, 
the area adjacent to, and more properly perhaps a part of, Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Another 4,100 lived in the section near Livonia and Sutter Avenues, along 
Rockaway and Thatford Avenues. The New York City Guide!/ reported in 1939 
that "the only Moorish colony in New York is on Livonia Avenue between 
Rockaway and Stone Avenues." Italians were then found where Brownsville 
merges with East New York and a small Arabian and Syrian quarter was said to 
exist on Thatford Avenue, near Belmont Avenue. 

1950 Census: As late as 1950, the white residents far outnumbered 
all other groups, forming 87 percent of the total. But the whites of native 
birth (excluding Puerto Ricans of the first and second generations) consti-
tuted not much more than half. Persons of foreign birth still constituted 
almost a third of the residents. Only Coney Island had a larger proportion 
of its inhabitants who were white, naturalized citizens or aliens. 

Population of Brownsville, by cultural qroup: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural qroup Number of total 

All classes 185.108 100.0 

Continental native white 100,110 54.1 
Foreign-born white 60,220 32.5 
Puerto Rican 732 0.4 
Negro 23,824 12.9 
Other nonwhite races 222 0.1 

The Russian-born clearly dominated the residents of foreign birth, 
forming almost 56 percent of the more than 60,000. Natives of Poland ac-
counted for another 20 percent. The other eastern and central European coun-
tries - Austria, Hungary, Germany and Rumania - contributed another 13 per-
cent, bringing the total from this part of Europe to 89 percent. The group 
born in Italy was small, 2,100 or 3.5 percent. Other nationality backgrounds 
were represented in the community but the number of first generation members 
was relatively small. 

The deaths of white residents 25 years old or over during 1954, 
when the certificates were analyzed by the cemetery's religious affiliation, 
indicate that 90 percent of the white population was of the Jewish faith; 
this may be true particularly among those over 45 years of age. 

Negro residents had been moving into this section since the 1920's; 
this group, as noted above, had risen to 9,900 by 1930; it had increased by 
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31 percent to 12,952 in 1940; it grew more rapidly during the 1940's when 
nearly 11,000 entered the area. This rise of 84 percent brought the 1950 
population to almost 24,000 or close to 13 percent of all the residents. 
More than half (12,931) lived in the areas adjacent to Bedford-Stuyvesant 
with 9,912 in the section from Sutter to Hegeman Avenues. 

The Puerto Rican in-migration of the late 1940's reached this 
neighborhood but these newcomers numbered only 732 by 1950. A few settled 
in each of the nine health areas but 394 were concentrated in Health Areas 
59 and 60 and another 157 in Health Area 52, the fringe area along Atlantic 
Avenue adjacent to Bedford-Stuyvesant. 

1957 Census; When the Puerto Rican population is estimated, the 
reduction in the population in Brownsville between 1950 and 1957 of more 
than 12,000, or nearly 7 percent, appears to have been confined to the whites 
not of Puerto Rican origin. The Negro portion of the community grew by 
almost 14,500 persons or about 61 percent. By 1957 they constituted more 
than a fifth of the community's inhabitants. 

Percent 
Color Number of total 

All classes 172.613 100.0 

White 134,020 77.6 
Negro 38,313 22.2 
Other nonwhite races 280 0.2 

For thirty years the Brownsville segment of Brooklyn's Negro popu-
lation has been significant in size. In 1930, 14 percent of the borough's 
Negroes lived in the community. In 1940 and 1950, the proportion of the 
total was slightly less - 12 and 11 percent - as smaller colonies developed 
in other•areas through public housing Or other factors. In 1957, Brownsville 
contained 12.4 percent of the 307,796 Negroes.living in the borough. The 
expansion of the Negro colony in Bedford-Stuyvesant into the neighboring 
Crown Heights and Brownsville communities has concentrated 78 percent of all 
the Negroes in Brooklyn in this central area; If the Negro residents in 
the other communities adjacent to Bedford-Stuyvesant (Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene, Williamsburg, Bushwick-Ridgewood, and East New York) are"in•*•״׳ • . 
eluded, these long-settled, densely-populated communities contain 90 percent 
of the borough total. 

The 1957 Census offers no data on the persons of Puerto Rican 
birth or parentage but this new cultural group is known to be of sufficient 
importance to warrant an estimate, however inexact the method. The school 
data are not too satisfactory for this community but it seems possible that 
the error arising from the interchange of school children with one adjacent 
community compensates for the error caused by the interchange on another 
border. The September 1957 school data indicate that 13 percent of the 
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Puerto Ricans in Brooklyn live in Brownsville. Since 14,6 percent of 
Brooklyn's Puerto Rican births in 1957 were to residents of Brownsville, the 
proportion seems reasonable. 

The application of 13 percent gives an estimate of from 19,500 to 
20,800 Puerto Ricans. If the maximum be accepted, the composition of the 
population is approximately this: White - 65.9 percent; Negro - 21.9 percent; 
Puerto Rican - 12.0 percent; and other nonwhites - 0.2 percent. If the esti-
mates are reasonably accurate, some 46,000, or more, whites not of Puerto 
Rican origin must have left Brownsville during the seven years from 1950 to 
1957. 

The existence within this neighborhood of 83 synagogues or temples 
suggests the continued presence of a large Jewish community and the Protes-
tant churches include the denominations frequently attended by Negroes and 
Protestant Puerto Ricans. No Roman Catholic church or school is actually 
located within the boundaries but no doubt nearby parishes serve any Catholic 
residents. 

Birth statistics: The live births to nonwhite mothers reflect the 
growth of the Negro population since 1950 and suggest that the growth con-
tinued into 1958. From 880 births in 1952, the number rose to 1,508 in 1957 
and to 1,719 in 1958. The births to mothers born in Puerto Rico indicate a 
sharp increase in that §roup. From 69 births in 1952 there was an abrupt 
increase to 839 in 1957 and a further rise to 1,085 in 1958. The children 
born to white mothers decreased sharply between 1952 and 1958 - from 2,230 
to 1,495 in 1957 and 1,280 in 1958. 

Births to Puerto Rican mothers were only 2 percent of the 3,179 
births in 1952; about one-third of these births were to parents living in the 
two public housing projects. The nonwhite births were 28 percent of all 
births but not quite one-fifth of these were to residents in public housing. 
In 1958, the Puerto Rican births had risen to 27 percent of the 4,084 live 
births, while nonwhite births constituted 42 percent. Only 10 percent of the 
Puerto Rican and'!not quite one-third of the nonwhite mothers lived in one of 
the four housing projects open in 1958. 

The nonwhite population was considerably younger than the "white" 
in 1957 even though most of the Puerto Ricans are included with the whites 
in the census data. The median age for nonwhites in the nine health areas 
of this community ranged from 14.8 years in Health Area 59 (two public 
housing projects) to 28.9 years in Health Area 58.20 where only 231 non-
whites were found. The median age for whites ranged from 29.3 to 42 years. 

School data: The ethnic composition of the children attending the 
public schools located within Brownsville naturally reflects the age compo-
sion of the several groups and the difference in birth rates, as well as 
differences in the utilization of parochial schools. No Catholic parish 
schools are located in the area but Catholic children may attend nearby 
schools. Six Jewish schools are within the area and others in adjacent com-
munities. 



167 Brownsville 

The ethnic distribution of the 23,148 children in the public schools 
in September 1957 was reported to be 31.8 percent Negro, 19.8 percent Puerto 
Rican and 48.4 percent white or Oriental. In October 1958 the percentage 
distribution of the 23,299 children enrolled in public shcools was Negro -
34.6, Puerto Rican - 23.5 and other - 41.9. The available data for the Jewish 
schools in 1958 indicate the attendance of about 1,800. If this registra-
tion be combined with the public school figures, the distribution is somewhat 
different! assuming that all.children in Jewish schools were white, about 
11,556 white children formed 46 percent of the total of 25,099, the Negro 
children, 32 percent and the Puerto Rican, 22 percent. If many children 
attend Catholic parish schools in adjacent communities, the distribution, 
might be somewhat different. 

Age groups 

Although Brownsville ranks fifth among the twenty communities in 
the proportion of its 1957 population which was under 20 years of age - 33.8 
percent - it cannot be described as a "youthful" community. The 1957 resi-
dents who were 30 years of age or older constituted over 53 percent and the 
group 45 years old or older, 32 percent of the total. 

Young adults in their twenties were proportionately slightly below 
the borough-wide percentage of 13.7; the groups 30-44 years and 45-64 years 
were also below the borough percentages of 22.3 and 24.1 but the 65 years 
or over group was above the borough figure of 8.9 percent; with nearly 10 
percent of its population in the aged group, Brownsville ranks fifth in this 
respect among the communities. In view of the comparative youth of the non-
white groups and probably of the Puerto Rican newcomers and, in the light 
of the birth statistics, it would seem to be a fair assumption that the 
white exodus between 1950 and 1957 was composed largely of the younger fami-
lies. 

Population of Brownsville, by age group: 1950 and 1957 ׳ 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Aqe qroup ״ . Number of total Number of total chanqe 

All ages 185.108 100.0 172.613 100.0 - 6.8 

Under 6 years 20,160 10.9 20,649 12.0 2.4 
6-13 years 20,753 11.2 24,227 14.0 16.7 
14-19 years 14,218 7.7 13,441 7.8 - 5.5 
20-24 years 14,131 7.6 10,522 6.1 -25.5 
25-29 years 15,411 8.3 12,161 7.0 -21.1 
30-44 years 43,659 23.6 35,865 20.8 -17.9 
45-64 years 42,216 22.8 38,736 22.4 - 8.2 
65 years and over 14,560 7.9 17,012 9.9 16.8 

The percentage changes from 1950 to 1957 in the preceding tabula-
tion show certain differences from the borough-wide changes: the increase in 
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the number of children under 6 years of age, the marked rise in the 6-13 
year-olds, and the decreases in excess of the borough changes in all other 
age groups under 65 years.. The fairly sharp reduction in the groups 30 to 
64 years of age are notable and support the assumption that the younger and 
middle-aged white families left Brownsville. The rise of the aged group is 
above the increase for Brooklyn as a whole. 

Sex distribution; In comparison with the relation of the number of 
males to females in the entire borough, Brownsville's ratios show fewer males 
per 100 females in every age group except the 20-24 year-olds and the oldest 
group. 

Population of Brownsville, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 _____ 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per Males per 

Aqe qroup Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 females 

All ages 90,546 94.562 95.8 83.077 89.536 92.8 

Under 6 years 10,323 9,837 104.9 10,480 10,169 103.1 
6-13 years 10,643 10,110 105.3 12,271 11,956 102.6 
14-19 years 7,184 7,034 102.1 6,631 6,810 97.4 
20-24 years 6,828 7,303 93.5 4,925 5,597 88.0 
25-29 years 7,353 8,058 91.3 5,872 6,289 93.4 
30-44 years 20,609 23,050 89.4 16,449 19,416 84.7 
45-64 years 20,516 21,700 94.5 18,458 20,278 91.0 
65 years and over 7,090 7,470 94.9 7,991 9,021 88.6 

Other population characteristics: 1950 

With the apparent reduction of over 46,000 in the white population, 
with a rise of nearly 14,000 in the number of Negroes and perhaps 20,000 new 
Puerto Rican residents, the ,socio-economic data from the 1950 Census have 
current value only as a base line against which the effect of the population 
changes can be judged. 

Economic status: Four of the 27 health areas in Brooklyn in which 
the 1949 median family income was under $3,000 were in Brownsville. They 
include the two health areas (52 and 59) which contained 63 percent of the 
Negro group. The median incomes were $2,616 and $2,464. In the other 
health areas - 57 and 60 - where the medians were $2,629 and $2,781, lived 
another 26 percent of the Negroes. In the other five health areas, the 
median incomes varied from $3,087 in Health Area 56, the small,densely-
settled section between Blake and East New York Avenues to $3,960 in Health 
Area 58.10, on the border of Flatbush and almost entirely populated by 
whites. The median family income for all Brooklyn was $3,447. 

Educational level: The median years of formal schooling completed 
by white adults 25 years old or older ranged from 8.1 years in Health Areas 
57 and 60 where family income was below $3,000 a year to 8.9 in Health Areas 
50.20 and 58.10 where family incomes were highest. 
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Family groups: All but a few of the 1950 residents lived in ordin-
ary housekeeping apartments or houses. Some 900 lived in rooming houses or 
similar accommodations and about 750 in institutions, most of them in the 
Brooklyn Hebrew Home and Hospital for the Aged. Most of the 185,000 persons 
lived as members of families; in addition to the institutional population 
only 8,300 were living alone or with nonrelatives. Among the 51,425 families 
were 45,860 which included a married couple. Thus, only a little more than 
10 percent of the families were composed of one parent with adult or minor 
children or some other grouping of relatives. 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: With 6.6 percent of Brooklyn's 1957 population, 
Brownsville in March 1959 was the home of a little over 12 percent of the 
borough's public assistance cases. Only Bedford-Stuyvesant had a higher 
proportion of the total. To reiterate the caution repeated in the descrip-
tion of every community, this form of measurement is i n e x a c t . 2 / ! n this in-
stance, however, although no precise ratio can be cited, there is no doubt 
that Brownsville has more than its proper share of financial dependency. 
Among the 5,366 public assistance cases in Brownsville were 684 persons or 
families receiving general assistance and 2,121 families receiving aid to 
dependent children. The other 2,560 presumably were individuals on old-age 
or blind assistance or aid to the disabled. The cases on home relief consti-
tuted nearly 13 percent and the ADC cases, 13.6 percent of the borough 
totals. Presumably the old, the blind and disabled pensioners represent 
about 11 percent of all such recipients in Brooklyn. 

Health indices: Infant mortality rates in 1957 showed considerable 
variation in the nine health areas of this community. Health Area 58.20 had 
no infant deaths. In Health Areas 58.10, 60, and 50,20, the rates per 1,000 
live births were 14.6, 23.2, and 24.8, all below the Brooklyn rate of 25.2. 
But in the other areas the rates varied from 36. 4 (H.A. 59) to 48.3 (H.A. 57). 

Venereal disease rates measured in terms of cases newly reported 
during 1957 per 100,000 of the population were also unevenly distributed. 
In comparison with a borough-wide rate of 308.4, in 5 areas (H.A. 50.20, 56, 
57, 58.10, 58.20) the variation was from 28.7 to 298.5 per 100,000. In the 
other 4 areas, the rates ranged from 344.9 to 910.2. 

Tuberculosis prevalence rates class Brownsville among the ten 
communities where the rates are equal to or higher than the borough-wide 
rate. On the basis of active cases on the Department of Health's register 
on December 31, 1956 and 1958, the rates were 1.56 in 1956 and 1.24 in 1958 
per 1,000 population in April 1957. The borough rates were 1.20 and 0.98 
per 1,000. The 269 cases registered at the close of 1956 and the 214 regis-
tered at the end of 1958 were 8.6 and 8.4 percent of the borough totals for 
the two dates specified. 

27 Population shifts among the communities between 1957 and 1959 are one 
difficulty but the use of assistance "cases", not persons on assistance, 
probably contributes even more to inaccuracy. 
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Delinquency rates 

The entire community is covered by the special service areas estab-
lished by the New York City Youth Board. Health Area 52 is included in the 
Youth Board's "Bedford-Stuyvesant Area"; the others are part of the Youth 
Board area called "Brownsville." In 1951 when the juvenile delinquency rate 
for Brooklyn was 14.7 per 1,000 of the 1950 population 6-20 years of age, 
the rates for 5 areas were lower - ranging from 5.4 to 12.0. In Health Areas 
60, 59, 57 and 52, however, the rates were 18.2, 22.1, 28.7 and 30.7 respec-
tively. 

By 1957, delinquency was high in all but the section between 
Hopkinson and Remsen Avenues (H.A. 58.10 and 58.20) where the rates were 8.8 
and 7.9 per 1,000 of the 1957 population of children and youth and in Health 
Area 50.20 where the rate was 22.3. The rates were 42.9 and 44.2 in Health 
Areas 56 and 51 but from 67.7 to 85.5 per 1,000 elsewhere. The rate for all 
Brooklyn was 33.4. 

For 1958 the Brooklyn rate had risen to 41.2 per 1,000 when based 
on the April 1957 child and youth population. In Brownsville, the rates were 
still low in Health Areas 58.10, 58.20 and 50.20 - 9.8, 10.6 and 23.4 per 
1,000,but in the other areas the rat6s ranged from 47.3 to 100.4 in Health 
Area 52. In these sections the size of the Negro and Puerto Rican groups had 
been increasing and !group tensions may be the cause. The four public housing 
projects which may have brought in residents new to the community are in 
Health Areas 52, 57 and 59. 

Housing 

In accordance with the 1957-58 count of 55,592 dwelling units, the 
quantity of housing available in Brownsville has increased by only one per-
cent since 1950 when the Census enumerated 54,985. The quality, however, 
has been improved by the completion in 1955 of two public projects providing 
about 2,400 new apartments. Some 415 of the additional 607 dwelling units 
are in Health Area 58.10, the section on the Flatbush border. 

The land use survey of 1955-56 reported that multi-family dwellings 
occupied two-thirds of th4 residential acreage; two-family houses covered 
about 26 percent and one-family homes about 7 percent. Only 68.8 acres were 
said to contain elevator-equipped,multi-family units and public housing pro-
bably accounts for the total. The four public projects in operation cover 
72.8 acres but both Brownsville and Van Dyke Houses have some three-story 
buildings. 

Obviously some modification of the housing conditions found in the 
1950 Census has taken place. As the flash fire in two frame buildings in 
Brownsville which killed four persons (reported on July 29 of this year) 
testifies, some old housing in poor condition remains and it is probable that 
considerable deterioration since 1950 must be assumed. 

Characteristics in 1950: In 1950, about 565 of the 54,985 dwelling 
units were unoccupied. Home ownership was low by Brooklyn standards - only 
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5,814 or 10.7 percent of the units were occupied by their owners. One- and 
two-family houses provided 15 percent of the homes. Only 3.3 percent of the 
dwelling units were classified as overcrowded and about 7 percent as sub-
standard; i.e. in dilapidated condition or with insufficient bath or toilet 
facilities. 

Public housing: Brownsville was the site of one of the prewar 
Federally-sponsored projects - Kingsborough Houses; a second (State sponsored) 
project - Brownsville Houses - was completed in 1948. Two others (one State 
and one Federal) were completed in 1955. All are low-rent projects and 
together provide homes for just over 4,900 low-income families. The new 
project now under construction is also a low-rent Federal project. 

The four projects now in operation are described as follows: 

1. Brownsville Houses - State project 

370 Blake Avenue (H.A. 59) 
Site: Sutter to Dumont Avenues 

Stone to Rockaway Avenues 
Completed April 1948 
Dwelling units - 1,338; estimated population - 5,329; 
persons per acre - 278; 27 buildings of 3 or 6 stories 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $11.95 

2. Howard Houses - State project 

1562 East New York Avenue (H.A. 57) 
Site: East New York to Pitkin Avenues 

Stone to Rockaway Avenues 
Completed December 1955 
Dwelling Units - 815; estimated population - 2,927; 
persons per acre - 192; 10 buildings of 7 or 13 stories 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $13.40 

3. Kingsborough Houses - Federal project 

1880 Pacific Street (H.A. 52) 
Site: Bergen to Pacific Streets 

Ralph to Rochester Avenues 
Completed October 1941 
Dwelling units - 1,166; estimated population - 3,732; 
persons per acre - 233; 16 buildings of 6 stories 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.13 
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4. Van Dyke Houses - Federal project 

370 Blake Avenue (H.A. 59) 
Site: Sutter to Livonia Avenues 

Stone Avenue to Powell Street 
Completed May 1955; Section I occupied in 1954 
Dwelling units - 1,603; estimated population - 5,908; 
persons per acre - 264; 22 buildings of 3 to 
14 stories 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $11.63 

The Federally-sponsored project now under construction is designed 
to clear 11 acres of slum housing; the ground breaking ceremonies were held 
on April 21, 1959. Construction is scheduled for completion early in 1961, 
with the first tenants expected to move in about September 1960. The rent is 
expected to average $12-$14 a room for apartments of from 3| to rooms. 
The Pilgrim Baptist Church now on the site is to be moved to a site nearby. 
The facilities to be provided in the project include a community center, play 
areas and parking spaces. 

Samuel J. Tilden Houses - Federal project 

Site: Dumont to Livonia Avenues 
Stone to Rockaway Avenues (H.A. 59) 

Construction scheduled to begin May 1959 
Dwelling units - 998; 8 residential buildings of 16 stories 
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SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•^ 

Day Nurseries, Kindergartens and Nursery Schools 

Social agencies 

1. Brownsville Child Care Center 
(Operated by Brownsville Boys' Club, Inc.) 
1592 East New York Avenue (Howard Houses) 

Preschool children and after-school care of children 6-7 years. 

2. Community Day Nursery, Inc. 
Van Dyke Houses 
382 Sutter Avenue 

Preschool children 

3. Hebrew Ladies Day Nursery, Inc. 
521 Hopkinson Avenue 

Preschool children 

Other auspices 

None 

Group Work and Recreation Services 

1. Brooklyn Public Library 
The branch libraries conduct special programs for both 
adults and children either occasionally or on a regular basis. 
Only regularly scheduled programs in the 1958-1959 year are 
listed below. 

Brownsville Branch 
61 Glenmore Avenue 

In the 1958-1959 year, this branch has sponsored a weekly 
Picture Book Hour for children in the spring months. 

East Flatbush Branch 
9612 Church Avenue 

1/ Includes specified services located in this community, although service 
is not necessarily limited to residents of the area and residents may 
be served by agencies, especially clinics, located elsewhere. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Brooklyn Public Library - continued 

Stone Avenue Branch 
581 Stone Avenue 

In the 1958-1959 year, this branch has sponsored a weekly 
Story Hour and a Picture Book Hour every other week in 
the spring months; club room available. 

2. Education, Board of, City of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

After-school Centers serve children of elementary and junior 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
Activities include painting, dramatics, woodworking, music, 
crafts, singing, dancing, quiet games, sports, trips and 
special events. 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adults from 
7:00 to 10;00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
specified. Program consists of social activities, lounge 
programs, small group activities, and a variety of athletic, 
artistic and cultural activities. 

Full-time Community Centers: Centers operating in partnership 
with the New York City Youth Board as well as a few others, 
are on a full-time twelve-month basis. They provide services 
similar to those described in the two programs above, except 
for more emphasis on small group activities and on guidance 
and referral services. These centers accept children from 
the Youth Board Referral Units and community agencies and 
also by direct application. 

Brownsville-Van Dyke Community Center*/־ 
330 Powell Street 

This is a full-time center Monday through Friday, afternoons 
and evenings. Subsidized by the New York City Youth Board^ 

Kingsborough Houses Community Center 
442 Kings Fourth Walk 

This is a full-time community center Monday through Friday, 
afternoons and evenings. Subsidized by the New York City 
Youth Board.•2/ 

2/ In addition to usual activities, this center provides a program of 
informal adult education. 

3/ The centers subsidized by the New York City Youth Board accept 
children from the Referral Units and community agencies and also by 
direct application. 



175 Brownsville 

Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S. 63: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
116 Williams Avenue 

Evening center open Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

P.S. 144: All-Day Neighborhood School, Evening Community Center 
430 Howard Avenue 

Integrated program of education and recreation, enriched 
curriculum, psychiatric and social services. Evening center 
open Tuesday and Thursday, 

P.S, 156: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
Sutter iSvenue and Grafton Street 

Evening center open Monday through Friday. 

P.S. 165: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
76 Lott Avenue 

Evening center open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

J.H.S. 178: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
2163 Dean Street 

Evening center open Monday through Thursday. 

P.S. 183: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
76 Riverdale Avenue 

Evening center open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

P.S. 184: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
273 Newport Street 

Evening center open Monday through Friday. 

P.S. 189: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
1100 East New York Avenue 

Evening center open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

J.H.S. 210; Full-time Community Center^/ 
Rochester Avenue and Park Place 

Open Monday through Saturday evenings! afternoon activities 
available seven days a week - on Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 5:00 p.m. Subsidized by the New York City 
Youth Board.2/ 

P.S. 219: Evening Community Center, After-school Cent4r2/ 
1060 Clarkson Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Thursday. 

J.H.S. 252: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
Lenox Road, between East 94 and East 95 Streets 

Evening center open Monday through Friday. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

J.H.S. 263: Full-time Community Center 
210 Chester Street 

Evening and afternoon activities seven days a week; afternoon 
activities from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 
Subsidized by the New York City Youth Board.2/ 

P.S. 284: After-school Center 
Osborn and Watkins Streets, near Sutter Avenue . 

Subsidized by the New York City Youth Board.^ 

3. Golden Ring Club #1 (Sponsored by the Council of the Golden 
Ring Clubs) 
Workmen's Circle Fraternal Center 
693 Ralph Avenue 

Recreation and leisure time activities for men and women of 
retirement age; nonsectarian; English and Yiddish spoken. 
Meets Monday through Thursday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

4. Hebrew Educational Society of Brooklyn 
Neighborhood House 
564 Hopkinson Avenue 

Clubs, athletics, gym, playground, dramatics, ballet and 
modern dancing, craft classes, health education, civic 
committee. Also Institute of Jewish Studies (for adults). 
School of Music - Piano, harmony, history and appreciation, 
pedagogy, cello, violin, voice. 
Art Classes - Drawing, painting, life class. 
Golden Age Club - Recreation for men and women over 60, 
Activities include handicrafts, moving pictures, games; folk, 
social, and square dancing, discussion groups, group singing, 
dramatics, trips, etc. Meets Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. Closed 
July and August. 

Young People's Fellowship 
1212 East New York Avenue 

Evening program for young adults (over 17 years). Recreational, 
educational and vocational program: clubs, lectures, forums, 
dance instruction, hand crafts, fine arts, psychology class, 
concerts, photography, public speaking, creative writing, 
dramatics, choral singing, athletics; snack bar. 
Afternoon junior program: Clubs, arts and crafts, dramatics, 
singing, dance instruction,athletics, games, trips. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

5. Parks, Department of, City of New Yorkd/ 

Betsy Head Memorial Playground 
Main area - Livonia, Hopkinson and Dumont Avenues, Strauss Street. 
Also, the block between Blake and Dumont Avenues, and Hopkinson 
Avenue and Bristol Street 

Outdoor swimming pool, athletic field with running track, 
baseball diamond, outdoor and indoor basketball courts, 
dancing area (indoor), field house with playrooms; children's 
farm plot; a volleyball, 8 handball and 2 horseshoe pitching 
courts; softball field, 2 playgrounds, roller skating area. 
Recreation leadership. 

Lincoln Terrace Park and Playground 
Eastern Parkway, Rochester, East New York and Buffalo Avenues, 
and Portal Street 

Baseball diamond, football field, stadium, softball; 
2 basketball, 14 handball, horseshoe pitching and shuffleboard 
courts; ice skating, roller skating and roller hockey areas; 
11 tennis courts, 4 playgrounds, wading pool. Recreation 
leadership. 

New Lots Playground 
Between Riverdale and Christopher Avenues, Sackman and Newport 
Streets. 

Basketball, volleyball, 4 handball and 8 shuffleboard courts; 
;'jice skating, roller skating and roller hockey areas; softball 
' field, playground with wading pool. Recreation leadership. 

Shiplacoff Playground 
Between Sackman and Powell Streets, Glenmore and Pitkin Avenues 

Playground with wading pool, paddle tennis and shuffleboard 
courts, ice skating area. Recreation leadership. 

Playground adjacent to Brownsville Houses 
Stone and Sutter Avenues 

Softball field, basketball court, playground with wading pool. 
Recreation leadership. 

Playground adjacent to Brownsville Houses 
Rockaway Avenue between Blake and Dumont Avenues 

Children's playground. 

4/ In describing its facilities, the Department uses the terra "playground" 
to indicate these types of equipment: Large and kindergarten swings, 

;,i large and kindergarten slides, seesaws, a pipe frame exercise unit,a 
sandbox, either a wading pool or shower spray and a comfort station. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Parks, Department of, City of New York (continued) 

Playground adjacent to Howard Houses 
Glenmore and Stone Avenues 

Basketball and handball courts, playground with wading pool. 
Recreation leadership. 

Playground adjacent to Kingsborough Houses 
Howard Avenue between Pacific and Dean Streets 

Softball field, roller skating area, basketball court, 
playground with wading pool. Recreation leadership. 

Playground adjacent to Van Dyke Houses 
Dumont Avenue between Stone Avenue and Powell Street 

Softball field; basketball, handball and volleyball courts; 
playground with wading pool. Recreation leadership. 

6. Police Athletic League 
73rd Precinct Center 
2 Liberty Avenue 

Boxing, Monday through Friday, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. 

Other voluntary agencies^/ 
The Camp Fire Girls, the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts, and 
the Public Schools Athletic League all serve this area, 
utilizing the facilities of schools, churches and social 
agencies. Catholic Youth Organization athletic programs 
for 8 to 21 year-olds exist in most Roman Catholic churches 
but the number of sports and the age groups served vary 
from parish to parish. Young Adult programs (social) also 
exist in several parishes. 

Child Health Services 

1. Brooklyn Women's Hospital 
1395 Eastern Parkway 

Infant feeding (for babies born in Hospital, only) 

1 7 The new East Flatbush center of the Associated YM-YWHA's of Greater 
New York will be located just within this community at the corner of 
Church and Remson Avenues. 
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Child Health Services - continued 

2. Health, Department of, City of New York 
Child Health Stations 

Brownsville Health Center 
259 Bristol Street 

Howard Houses 
1620 East New York Avenue 

Kingsborough Houses 
129 Kingsborough First Walk 

Van Dyke Houses 
381 Livonia Avenue 

3. Lutheran Hospital Association of the City of New York and 
Vicinity 
22 Junius Street 

Well Baby Clinic 

4. St. Mary's Hospital of the City of Brooklyn 
1298 St. Marks Avenue 

Babies up to 6 months. 

5. Unity Hospital 
1545 St. Johns Place 

Baby feeding. 

Mental Health Services 

1. Coordinated Community Mental Health Clinics of Brooklyn, Inc. 
Brownsville Mental Health Clinic, Inc. 
Brownsville Health Center 
259 Bristol Street 

Psychiatric study and treatment of persons 15 years and 
over residing in Brownsville, Canarsie and East New York. 

2. St. Mary's Hospital of the City of Brooklyn 
St. Marks and Buffalo Avenues 

Neuropsychiatric clinic. 

 'ץ
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Other Cl inics^/ 
7 / Hospital־' clinics 

1. Brooklyn Women's Hospital, Inc. 
1395 Eastern Parkway 

Cancer, gynecology, medical (R), prenatal and postnatal, 
surgical (R). 

2. Lutheran Hospital Association of the City of New Yak and 
Vicinity 
22 Junius Street 

Allergy, dental, dermatology, diabetic (R); ear, nose and 
throatj endocrine (R), eye, genitourinary, gynecology, 
medical, orthopedic, pediatric, prenatal and postnatal, 
rectal, surgical, varicose veins, venereal diseases. 

3. St. Mary's Hospital of the City of Brooklyn 
1298 St. Mark's Avenue 

Cancer, cardiac (R), dental, dermatology, diabeticj ear, nose 
and throatj genitourinary, gynecology, health examination, 
medical, neurology, pediatric, physical therapy, prenatal 
and postnatal, rectal, surgical. 

4. Unity Hospital 
1545 St. John's Place 

Allergy, cardiac, dental, dermatology! ear, nose and throatj 
endocrine (including sterility clinic), eye, genitourinary, 
gynecology, medical, orthopedic, pediatric, physical therapy, 
prenatal and postnatal, rectal, surgical, varicose veins. 

Clinics under other auspices 

1. East New York Dispensary 
131 Watkins Street 

Medical, surgical, gynecology, skin, orthopedic, pediatric, 
X-ray, eye, nose and throat. 

6/ The designation (R) in clinic listings indicates a "Refer" clinic, 
that is, patient must be referred to this particular clinic from 
another clinic or unit of the hospital, 

7/ A complete list of public and voluntary hospitals in Brooklyn is 
included in the list of borough-wide services contained in the 
Introduction. 
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Cl inics under other auspices - continued 

2. Health, Department of, City of New Yak 

Brownsville District Health Center 
259 Bristol Street 

Eye and dental (for children referred by school doctor 
or nurse), nutrition, tuberculosis. 

Dental clinics for children at the following schools: 

P.S. 183, 76 Riverdale Avenue 
P.S. 184, 273 Newport Avenue 
P.S. 191, 1600 Park Place 
P.S. 210, Rochester Avenue and Park Place . 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT׳ OFFICES^/ 

Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services^ 

1. New York City Youth Board 
Eight of: ..the nine, health areas (the ninth is Health Area 50.20 
adjoining Crown Heights) in this community are in Youth Board 
special areas - seven in the Brownsville Area and one (Health 
Area 52) in the Bedford-Stuyvesant Area. 

Brownsville Referral Unit 
259 Bristol Street 

Serve's children and young people 5-21 years of age residing in 
the Brownsville Area, referred through schools and other 
community agencies, and also by direct application - diagnoses 
their need for service and makes appropriate referrals to 
treatment resources. 

Bedford-Stuyvesant Referral Unit 
1193 Dean Street 

Same as above for children residing in Health Area 52. 

8/ This list shows district offices serving this community even though 
the office may not be located within the area. 

9/ Other ־agencies offering similar services which have one office serving 
the entire borough are listed in the introductory section. 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

The voluntary treatment services 10/ 
in contract with the Youth 

Board in these areas are as follows: 
The Big Sisters: Brooklyn Office 
Brooklyn Bureau of Social Service and Children's Aid 
Society: Family Service and Children's Division 

Brooklyn Juvenile Guidance Center, Inc. 
Brooklyn Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn Office 
Italian Board of Guardians, Inc. 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn Office 
Jewish Family Service: Brooklyn Consultation Center 
Jewish Hospital of Brooklyn: Division of Pediatric 
Psychiatry: Child Guidance Clinic 

Salvation Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn District 
Office 

Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn Office 
2. Police Department, City of New York: Juvenile Aid Bureau 

Precinct 71 Station House 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves all youth under 21 years of age and provides rehabili-
tative social treatment for juvenile delinquents, 

3. Welfare, Department of, City of New York 
This community is served by two district offices of the 
Department of Welfare. The portion of the community west 
of Hopkinson Avenue is in the Borough Hall District, and 
east of Hopkinson Avenue, in the Brownsville District. 

Borough Hall Welfare Center 
330 Jay Street 

Brownsville Welfare Center 
163 Bradford Street 

Public assistance, medical and dental care and employment 
counseling and placement services for clients! homemaker 
service for families with children when mother is incapaci-
tated and part-time service for incapacitated adults on 
public assistance. 

10/ These agencies all have one office serving the entire borough (see 
footnote 9). 
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SECTION.Ill PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 63 
116 Williams Avenue 

2. Publi6 School 125 
2614 Blake Avenue 

3. Public School 114k 
1430 Howard Avenue 

14• Public School 150 
3614 Sackman Street 

5. Public School 156 
Sutter Avenue and Grafton Street 

6• Public School 165 
76 Lott Avenue 

7. Public School 175 
226 Bristol Street 

8. Junior High School 178 
2163 Dean Street 

9. Public School 183 
76 Riverdale Avenue 

10. Public School 1814 
273 Newport Street 

11. Public School 189 
1100 East.New York Avenue 

12• Public School 191 
1600 Park Place 

13. Junior High School 210 
Rochester Avenue and Park Place 

U4. Public School 219 
1060 Clarkson Avenue 



A. PUBIIC SCHOOLS - continued 

Junior High School 252 
Lenox Road between E, 91* and E. 95 Streets 

Junior High School 263 
210 Chester Street 

Public School 28b 
Osborn and Watkins Streets near Sutter Avenue 

Public School 298 (Under construction) 
Glenmore and Stone Avenues, Watkins Street 

B, PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

None 

Jewish 

1. Beth Jacob of Brownsville and East New York 
1700 Eastern Parkway 

2. Beth Rivka (Main Branch) Institute for Girls 
1+00 Stone Avenue 

3* Jewish National Day School, Kinnereth 
1267 Eastern Parkway 

14• Yeshiva Maohzihei Hadas 
1425 Howard Avenue 

5. Yeshivah Rabbi Chaim Berlin 
1899 Prospect Place 

6• Yeshivah Rabbi David Leibawitz of East Flatbush 
9102 Church Avenue 

15. 

16• 

17. 

18. 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Baptist 

1. Berean Baptist Church 
1639 Bergen Street 

2. Greater Good-Vdil Baptist Church 
71 Utice Avenue 

3. First Baptist Church of Brownsville 
357 Chester Street 

4. Mt. Ollie Baptist Church 
1698 St. Marks Avenue 

5. Pilgrim Baptist Church . 
370-378 Watkins Street!/ 

6. St. Paul Community Baptist Church 
1926 Prospect Place 

7. Tabernacle Baptist Church 
388 Chester Street 

Church of God in Christ 

8. Brownsville Church of God in Christ 
313 Livonia Avenue 

9. Church of God in Christ 
88 Herzl Street 

10. Church On the Hill 
137 Buffalo Avenue 

Other 

11. Brownsville Seventh Day Adventist Church 
440 Ralph Avenue 

12. Brownsville (United Presbyterian) Church 
142 Watkins Street 

1/ This church will be moved to a nearby site by the New York City 
Housing Authority as it is in the demolition area for Tilden Houses. 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Other - continued 

13. Iglesia Pentecostal Mispah (Assemblies of God) 
628 Rockaway Avenue 

14. St. Luke's Congregational Christian Church 
363 Osborn Street 

15. St. Mark's Church of Christ (Disciples of Christ) 
432 Ralph Avenue 

16. St. Michael African Orthodox Church 
17 Amboy Street 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Jewish Congregation 
1152 Lenox Road 

2. Jewish Congregation 
1616 Lincoln Place 

3. Congregation Achim Ternovker 
196 East 94 Street 

4. Congregation Adath Jeshurin (Orthodox) 
1403 Eastern Parkway 

5. Congregation Agudas Achim Sons of Rabbi Chaim Halberstam (Orthodox) 
367 Williams Avenue 

6. Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe Homb Tzerougon 
115 Bristol Street 

7. Congregation Agudath Achim Anshei David Hurodoch 
747 Stone Avenue 

8. Congregation Agudath Achim Anshei Harodic 
855 Saratoga Avenue 

9. Congregation Agudath Achim Anshei Libowitz 
195 Watkins Street 

10. Congregation Ahavath Achim of Brownsville-Unterstitzing Verein 
105 Riverdale Avenue (Orthodox) 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES. AND TEMPLES - continued 

11. Congregation Ahavath V'Achdus Israel (Orthodox) 
760 Sackman Street 

12. Congregation Ansha Dokshitz (Orthodox) 
123-25 Chester Street 

13. Congregation Anshei Azartiz (Orthodox) 
885 Hopkinson A׳venue 

14. Congregation Anshei Neshwitz 
17 Bristol Street 

15. Congregation Anshe Petrikuver 
493 Herzl Street 

16. Congregation Anshei Stepiner 
603 Sackman Street 

17. Congregation Anshie Zimblin 
Chester Street and Riverdale Evenue 

18. Congregation Anshei Zitower 
607 Osborn Street 

19. Congregation Austrian Gemelith Chasudim (Orthodox) 
461 Osborn Street 

20. Congregation Beth Abraham 
113 Bristol Street 

21. Congregation Beth Abraham (Orthodox) 
403 Legion Street 

22. Congregation Beth Hamadrash Benei Pesed 
361 Williams Avenue 

23. Congregation Beth Hamedrosh Chadever 
238 Herzl Street 

24. Beth Hamedresh Hagodel of Brownsville (Orthodox) 
337-39 Sackman Street 

25. Beth Israel of Brownsville (Orthodox) 
771-75 Sackman Street 

26. Congregation Beth Jacob 
285 Buffalo Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

27. Beth Jacob of Brownsville (Orthodox) 
1700 Eastern Parkway 

28. Congregation Beth Joseph Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
1661 St. Johns Place 

29. Congregation Mkur Cholim Bnei Jacob 
2134 Dean Street 

30. B'nai Israel Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
9517-37 Kings Highway 

31. Congregation Bnei Solomon (Orthodox) 
1699 President Street 

32. Congregation Bnei Zedek 
Howard and Atlantic Avenues 

33. Congregation Chasshewater Aides 
585-7 Hopkinson Avenue 

34. Chevra Ahavas Achim 
142 Blake Avenue 

35. Chevra Ahavas Israel Anshe Ostrolenko 
375 Bristol Street 

36. Chevra Ahavas Rehim (Orthodox) 
209 Rochester Avenue 

37. Chevra Bikur Cholim Anshe Libuwiz 
80 East 95 Street 

38. Chevra Ein Jacob 
1867-9 Sterling Place 

39. Chevra Knesseth Israel Beth Jacob (Orthodox) 
35 Blake Avenue 

40. Chevra Linas Hatzedek (Orthodox) 
78 Grafton Street 

41. Chevra Mishnaiva of Shul Beth Achim 
89 Legion Street 

42. Chevra Nachlas Joshua Chasidei Monastritch (Orthodox) 
68 East 94 Street 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES. AND TEMPLES - continued 

43. Chevra Ohel Moshe (Orthodox) 
573 Ralph Avenue 

44. Chevra Shomrei Amuno 
157 Sutter Avenue 

45. Chevra Thilim Keser Israel 
135 Thatford Avenue 

46. Chevra Tifereth Bnai Jacob 
141 Christopher Avenue 

47. Chevra Toldos Joseph (Orthodox) 
1237 Eastern Parkway 

48. Chevra Torah Anshe Radishkowitz 
139 Amboy Street 

49. Children of Israel Benevolent Association of Brownsville (Orthodox) 
70 Amboy Street 

50. Ein Yaakow Anshei Sokola (Orthodox) 
1811 Sterling Place 

51. Congregation Eitz Chaim Machzakei Hadath 
1477 Lincoln Place 

52. Congregation Eliezer of East New York 
133 Hinsdale Street 

53. Erste Sobolivker Chevra (Orthodox) 
216 Herzl Street 

54. First Klaus Congregation Tifereth Israel 
1552 St. Marks Avenue 

55. Congregation Gemilas Chasodim Dagudas 
708 Stone Avenue 

56. Congregation Gemilath Chesed 
135 Glenmore Avenue 

57. Hapoel Hamizrachi Congregation (Orthodox) 
59 Herzl Street 

58. Independent Congregation Ezrath Achim (Orthodox) 
144 Newport Street 

59. Congregation Machzika Hadath Anshe Sfard 
23 Herzl Street 



C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

60. Congregation Men of Justice 
1676 Park Place 

61. Congregation Nachlas Israel (Orthodox) 
167-9 Chester Street 

62. Congregation Ohel Abraham Zitomer 
199 Christopher Avenue 

63. Congregation Poale Zedek 
49 Bristol Street 

64. Congregation Rabbi S. Braun 
247 Legion Street 

65. Congregation Raim Ahavim 
1819 Prospect Place 

66. Congregation Sfard Ameth 
379 Saratoga Avenue 

67. Congregation Sheves Achim (Orthodox) 
270 Buffalo Avenue 

68. Talmud Torah Beth Yehudo (Orthodox) 
1093 Winthrop Street 

69. Congregation Talmud Torah Oer Chodosh 
58-60 Williams Avenue 

70. Congregation Talmud Torah Sdey Chodosh 
391 Williams Avenue 

71. Talmud Torah Toras Yichiel Bnei Yitzchock Yosef (Orthodox) 
285 Hinsdale Street 

72. Temple B'nai Mardechai 
1367 Eastern Parkway 

73. Temple Israeli (Conservative) 
659 Ralph Avenue 

74. Temple Petach Tikvah (Conservative) 
261 Rochester Avenue 

75. Temple Sinai 
1148 Eastern Parkway 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES. AND TEMPLES - continued 

76. Congregation Tiffereth Aaron V'Israel 
418 Watkins Street 

77. Tiphereth Hagro Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
425 Howard Avenue 

78. Congregation Torah Anshei Chesed 
1863 Strauss Street 

79. Yeshivah Rabbi David Lubowitz (Orthodox) 
9102 Church Avenue 

80. Yeshiva Richon L'Zion, Inc. (Orthodox) 
409 East 95 Street 

81. Yeshiva Torah M'Zion 
580 Sackman Street 

82. Young Israel of East Flatbush and Brownsville (Orthodox) 
1062 Winthrop Street 

83. Zembiner Benevolent Congregation 
217 Riverdale Avenue 
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EAST NEW YORK 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

East New York, as defined in this report, is larger than the neigh-
borhood to which this name ordinarily is attributed. Using the compass terms 
rather loosely, the northern boundary extends from Chauncey Street along the 
Queens border to Elderts Lane and the eastern boundary follows the Queens 
borough line to Jamaica Bay! the southeasterly boundary is the shore line 
(Spring Creek Park) to Fresh Creek Basin. On the western side, East New York 
is separated from Bushwick-Ridgewood by Chauncey andGranite Streets and is 
separated from the easterly tip of Bedford-Stuyvesant by Broadway to its 
junction with East New York Avenue. The division from Brownsville is along 
Alabama and Georgia Avenues to Dumont Avenue and down Van Sinderen to Hegeman 
Avenue. From this point to Jamaica Bay, East New York has a border in common 
with Canarsie - Louisiana Avenue and Fresh Creek Basin.(H.A. 38, 39, 61, 62, 
63, 64.10, 64.20 and 64.30) 

The section adjoining the area designated in this report as 
"Bushwick-Ridgewood" east to Jamaica Avenue is sometimes considered to be 
part of Bushwick. Since the Evergreen Cemetery occupies the major portion of 
this part of Health Area 38, the point has little importance. Some studies 
of Brooklyn neighborhoods treat as a separate community the territory corres-
ponding to Health Areas 38 and 39 on the Queens border under the name High-
land Park or Cypress Hills. In the fairly recent, careful study by the 
Protestant Council af the City of New York entitled East New York and Neigh-
boring Communities!/.the Council points out certain significant differences -
as revealed in the 1950 Census - between Highland Park and its neighboring 
communities; it gives the name East New York to the section of East Brooklyn 
composed of Health Areas 61, 62, 63, 64.10 and 64.20 but includes Health 
Area 64.30 in its "Canarsie." 

The Protestant Council's study, in summarizing several sources on 
the early history of East Brooklyn, notes that "the history of this section 
of Brooklyn is recorded as far back as 1692 in colonial land grants. In 1704 
the area was referred to as the 'New Lots of Flatbush.' When the town of New 
Lots was incorporated in 1852, the communities of East New York and Highland 
Park (Cypress Hills)were small villages. From the time the Dutch West Indies 
Company purchased this land from the Canarsie Indians, until 1835, it had 
been used exclusively for farming. The names of early farm owners -
Van Sinderin, Wyckoff, Schenck, Van Siclen and others - are today recognized 
as names of local streets." Schenck House in Highland Park was built in 1705 

1/ Prepared by the Department of Church Planning and Research for the National 
Lutheran Council; published by the National Lutheran Council, Chicago. 
March 1956. 
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by Johannes Schenck and occupied by his descendents until 1906. 

Many of the earlier settlers were of Dutch and German origin as the 
early churches testify: New Lots Dutch Reformed (1824), Reformed Church of 
East New York (1839), St. John's Lutheran (1847). The New Lots Reformed 
Church, still in existence, was built by Dutch farmers because the trip to 
the Flatbush Reformed Church was too long and difficult.2/ Although John R. 
Pitkins's plan to develop a large city on the farmlands he purchased in 1835 
did not then materialize, the construction of homes began about 1860 and 
the Broadway Railroad Company extended its service to this area in 1866 , 
which brought easier communication with the downtown areas of Brooklyn. =J 
Most of the area developed as a community of one- and two-family homes, with 
some structures housing three or more families. 

This section even now is rather isolated by the series of ceme-
teries which, with Highland Park, separate the Highland Park area from the 
Queens neighborhoods across the borough line. On the southeast, Health Area 
64.30 is surrounded on three sides by water. The tracks of the Bay Ridge 
Division of the Long Island Railroad separate East New York from Brownsville, 
and surface traffic on Southern Parkway, Atlantic Avenue, Linden Boulevard 
and the Long Island passenger tracks on Atlantic Avenue also tend to serve 
as barriers to adjacent areas. 

The inclusion of the extensive but relatively undeveloped area 
from Wortman Avenue to Jamaica Bay (H.A. 64.30) makes East New York the 
second largest community in total acreage. Its 4,304 gross acres are second 
only to the Midwood-Flatlands community which includes Floyd Bennett Field, 
Marine Park and many of the islands in Jamaica Bay. Local streets and high-
ways deduct 1,369 acres from the 4,304, leaving a net acreage for non-traffic 
purposes of 2,935. 

Land use: This is one of the few communities which have a sub-
stantial acreage of vacant land. At the time of the land use survey in 
1955-56, the vacant acres - 729 - accounted for nearly a fourth (24.8 per-
cent) of the 2,935 available acres. Licensed parking lots were using 8.5 of 
the vacant acres. 

Land utilized for transportation, notably the two divisions of the 
Long Island Railroad, absorb almost 44 acres (1.5 percent) and the public 
and private facilities - fire and police stations, schools, libraries, 
churches, social agency buildings, etc. - and the cemeteries account for 
321 acres or close to 11 percent of the total. More acreage is devoted to 
parks and other outdoor recreation facilities than to any other purpose -
a total of 847 acres or about 28.9 percent of the community space. That 
part of Highland Park which is in Brooklyn and two Parks Department play-
grounds account for the 65 park acres in the northern section (H.A. 38 and 
39); another 44 park acres are found in Health Areas 64.10 and 64.20 but the 
large area being developed.as Spring Creek Park on Jamaica Bay is responsi-
ble for 733 acres of the park lands. 

2/ New York City Guide, American Guide Series, Federal Writers' Project of 
the W.P.A. Random House, 1939. 
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A little more than 5 percent of all the space in Brooklyn devoted 
to commerce and industry is in East New York. Only five communities have 
more land in use for business activities than the 182 acres in this community. 
This form of land use, however, amounts to only 6 percent of the 2,935 acres. 
Industrial operations take some 68 percent of the 182 acres, with 42 percent 
devoted to the light industries and the balance to heavy industry. Some 
industry is found throughout the entire area but light industry is heavily 
concentrated in the southeastern section accessible by water on three sides 
(H.A. 64.30). This is part of the industrial development also found across 
the Fresh Creek Basin in Canarsie. 

Residential acreage was second in importance to parks, a close 
second, in 1955-56. Residential construction may have modified this rela-
tionship by 1959. In 1955-56 the 812.5 residential acres constituted 27.7 
percent of the total. Since over two-thirds of the land was still used for 
one- or two-family homes, the population density for the entire community 
was not high. The average of 181.8 persons per residential acre, based on 
the 1957 population and the 1955-56 acreage, ranked East New York as thir-
teenth among the twenty communities. In the more long-settled sections (H.A. 
61, 62 and 63) the population density was 228 persons per acre, in the sec-
tion on the Queens border and between Dumont and Wortman Avenues (H.A. 64.10 
and 64.20) it was 175, and in the Highland Park neighborhood it was 147. 
Only 63 persons lived in Health Area 64.30 at the time of the 1957 Census. 

Population size 

In 1957, the 147,751 residents in East New York ranked the communi-
ty as eighth in population size; like Williamsburg and Crown Heights it con-
tained 5.7 percent of Brooklyn's residents. But the population of Crown 
Heights which held seventh place was larger by only 1,200 persons. In common 
with Williamsburg, Greenpoint, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, Sunset Park-Gowanus 
and Brownsville, the population has been on the downgrade since 1930. The 
four communities other than Brownsville are the top-ranking industrial areas 
in Brooklyn. 

East New York's cumulative loss in population since 1930 amounts to 
almost 25,000 persons. In 1930 there were 172,673 residents and the communi-
ty was fourth in population size. The decrease during the 1930's was small -
not much over 4,000, or 2.4 percent, but the growth of Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst 
and Flatbush-East Flatbush resulted in their displacing East New York which 
ranked seventh in 1940 with 168,604 residents. 

During the 1940's the net outflow of residents was more than twice 
that of the thirties - over 9,200 persons, or 5.5 percent - with the result 
that the 1950 population was 159,333. This acceleration of the decline con-
tinued during the seven years from 1950 to 1957 when the net loss of inhabit-
ants - 11,582 - amounted to 7.3 percent. 
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Cultural groups 

It has been reported that East New York was populated in large 
measure by former residents of Bushwick, Brownsville and the downtown sec-
tions of Brooklyn seeking more comfortable housing and less urban surround-
ings. This created a mixture of religio-cultural backgrounds - German, 
Russian of the Orthodox Catholic faith, Jewish, Italian, and Irish. Four 
churches of the Eastern Orthodox denomination - three Russian and one 
Estonian - are still located in the community. 

Although diversity in terms of nationality and religious back-
ground existed, the Negro population remained small through 1950. This group 
numbered 2,124 in 1930 and 2,355 in 1940, constituting a little over one per-
cent of the total population. Most of the Negroes lived in Health Areas 61 
and 62 with fewer than 300 in Health Area 64.20 and 50 or fewer in the other 
areas. 

1950 Census: In this year, East New York was still populated 
almost exclusively by whites born on the mainland of the United States or 
born in Europe. The Negro and other nonwhite races accounted for less than 
two percent of the residents and only 224 persons of Puerto Rican birth or 
parentage lived in the community. 

Population of East New York, by cultural group: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural qroup Number of total 

All classes 159.333 100.0 

Continental native white 114,495 71.9 
Foreign-born white 42,037 26.4 
Puerto Rican n o 0.1 ו׳ 
Negro 2,459 1.5 
Other nonwhite races 118 0.1 

The whites of foreign birth were a significant minority - about 26 
percent. The leading countries of origin were Russia, which had been the 
homeland of 34.5 percent of the 42,000, Italy which had contributed 20.1 per-
cent, Poland the place of birth of 16.5 percent and Austria of 7.9 percent. 
At this time, the German-born were only 5 percent of the total and were 
fairly well-concentrated in the Highland Park neighborhood. The groups of 
Ru ssian and Polish origin were found chiefly in Health Areas 6.1, 62, 63 and 
64.20, the central section. 

As a group, the residents from middle or eastern Europe consti-
tuted nearly 70 percent of the total and many probably were of the Jewish 
faith. The certificates issued for 43 percent of the 1954 deaths of white 
persons 25 years old or older indicated burial in a Jewish cemetery. 
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1957 Census: The cultural composition of this community had become 
somewhat more diverse by 1957 with a rise in the Negro and Puerto Rican com-
ponents. About four thousand Negroes were added to the community between 
1950 and 1957, an increase of 163 percent. Over two-thirds of the increase 
occurred in the areas where public housing projects were opened during the 
interval and about 30 percent in Health Areas 61, 62 and 63. The data pro-
vided by the Special Census of 1957 are presented here: 

Population of East New York, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

147.751 100.0 

141,183 95.5 
6,459 4.4 

109 0.1 

All classes 

White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite races 

Persons of Puerto Rican birth or extraction, classified in the pre-
ceding tabulation as white or nonwhite, are known to have been moving into 
this community since about 1952.3/ The method of estimating the number of 
Puerto Rican residents in 1957 on the basis of Puerto Rican children in the 
schools may overstate their number in East New York. The school data produce 
an estimated range of from 6,000 to 6,400 which appears rather high in com-
parison with the 1957 birth statistics.4/ The lower estimate, therefore, has 
been selected. 

The distribution of the population, when an estimate of the Puerto 
Ricans is used and the white and Negro data are adjusted, is: White - 91.8 
percent, Negro - 4.1 percent, Puerto Rican - 4.1 percent, and other races -
0.1 percent. It is evident that the net loss of about 11,600 residents in-
volved an out-migration of almost 21,000 non-Puerto Rican whites. 

The location within the area of 41 synagogues or temples, most of 
them apparently small Orthodox congregations, and 9 Catholic churches in-
dicates the continued presence of substantial Jewish and Catholic populations. 

3/ Only 12 births were recorded to mothers born in Puerto Rico in 1952 but 
155 births were so recorded in 1957. 

4/ The statistics on Puerto Rican children attending the public elementary 
and junior high schools and the Catholic parish schools in Brooklyn in 
1957 indicate that about 4 percent were enrolled in the schools located 
in East New York. But about 40 percent of the Puerto Rican children 
attended schools in the section adjacent to Brownsville; furthermore, 5 
of the 17 public schools are junior high schools and may draw their stu-
dents from a greater distance than elementary schools. Only 2.7 percent 
of the Puerto Rican births in Brooklyn were to mothers living in this com-
rnunity. It may be that many Puerto Rican families have moved into the ־ 
area with children of school age. 
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The Russian Christian colony presumably remains sizable! one ,of the Russian 
Orthodox churches doubled its membership from 1946 to 1956.1/ Membership in 
Protestant denominations in East New York (28 churches), according to the 
1956 survey by the Protestant Council,!/ had been declining in the Highland 
Park area but the churches in other sections of East New York reported a 
growth in membership. The New Lots Reformed Church, near the Boulevard and 
Linden Houses, has developed an integrated program of both religious and 
recreation activities open to all residents. 

Birth statistics: 1 n 1952, 96.3 percent of the 2,983 births in 
this community were to white mothers, 3.3 percent to nonwhite and 0.4 percent 
to mothers born in Puerto Rico. By 1957, the nonwhite proportion of the 
2,946 births had risen to 9.1 percent and the Puerto Rican to 5.3 percent. 
During 1958, 6.5 percent of the 2,895 births were children born to Puerto 
Rican families, 11.7 percent children of nonwhite and 81.7 percent children 
of white mothers. 

School data: The informal ethnic census taken by the Board of 
Education each fall revealed that in September 1957 9.2 percent of the 18,336 
children enrolled in the 17 elementary and junior high schools located with-
in East New York were Negro; 7.7 percent were classified as Puerto Rican and 
83.1 as white, Oriental or American Indian. In October 1958, the ethnic dis-
tribution of the school census of 19,301 students showed a rise in the pro-
portion in the minority groups: Negro - 10.7 percent, Puerto Rican - 9.3 
percent and other - 78.0 percent. 

The attendance at the 8 Catholic parish schools open in October 
1958 was 6,665. A survey in June 1959 discovered 75 children from Spanish-
speaking families attending these schools. The three Jewish schools in the 
neighborhood had an estimated registration of 970. If it be assumed that all 
children in the Jewish schools were "white," the combination of parochial 
and public school data for 1958 gives a total of 26,936 children enrolled in 
schools located in East New York; of this total the 1,868 Puerto Rican 
children (1,793 in the public and 75 in Catholic schools) represented 6.9 
percent. Incidentally, the children in the parochial schools constituted 28 
percent of all students in local schools. 

Age groups 

East New York was not one of the more youthful of the Brooklyn 
communities in 1957, despite the fact that some 10,000 persons lived in the 
two housing projects then fully occupied. Some 56.5 percent of the inhabit-
ants were over 30 years of age. But the completion of Linden Houses in 
1958 and the opening of the Louis Heaton Pink Houses to its first tenants 
early in 1959 presumably may have modified the age composition. In 1957 the 
median ages of the white population, and this includes most of the Puerto 
Ricans, varied from 29.9 to 38.6 years. The median age for the 243 non-
whites in Health Area 38 was only 18 years; in Health Area 64.10, where the 
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S t a t e p r o j e c t (Cypress H i l l s ) was opened i n 1955, the nonwhite median was a 
low 13.1 years f o r over 2,000 nonwhite r e s i d e n t s . I n the o t h e r a reas the 
median age f o r the nonwhites ranged from 26.5 to 30.1 y e a r s . 

Popu la t i on of East New York, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t Pe rcen t Pe rcen t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 159.333 100.0 147.751 100.0 - 7 . 3 

Under 6 yea r s 16,749 10.5 15,631 10.6 - 6 .7 
6-13 years 17,305 10.9 19,224 13.0 11.1 
14-19 years 11,968 7 . 5 11,034 7 . 5 - 7 .8 
20-24 years 12,304 7 .7 8 ,253 5 .6 - 3 2 . 9 
25-29 years 13,193 8 . 3 10,047 6 .8 - 2 3 . 8 
30-44 yea r s 37,499 23 .5 32,430 21.9 - 1 3 . 5 
45-64 yea r s 36,787 23 .1 35,338 23.9 - 3 .9 
65 years and over 13,528 8 . 5 15,794 10.7 16.8 

I n the p ropo r t i on - 10.7 pe rcen t - of i t s r e s i d e n t s i n the "aged" 
ca tegory , Eas t New York ranked second to Coney I s l a n d i n 1957 and above the 
borough-wide f i g u r e of 8 .9 p e r c e n t . The number of the aged i n East New York 
had inc reased by almost 17 p e r c e n t between 1950 and 1957. Only th ree com-
mun i t i e s - a l l of them with l a r g e r t o t a l popu la t ions - had more o lde r people 
l i v i n g wi th in t h e i r boundar ies . 

I n Eas t New York, r e s i d e n t s i n the age groups 30-44 and 45-64 
years were s l i g h t l y lower i n p r o p o r t i o n to the t o t a l popu la t i on than the 
comparable pe rcen tages f o r these groups e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the e n t i r e borough -
22.3 and 24 .1 (Table 6 ) . Although the c h i l d r e n under 14 yea r s of age 
formed 23.6 pe r cen t of Eas t New York 's r e s i d e n t s - a f r a c t i o n above the 
Brooklyn f i g u r e of 23 .3 - t h e 14-19 y e a r - o l d s and those i n t h e i r twent ies 
were i n smal le r p ropor t ions than i n the borough as a whole. 

As the age d i s t r i b u t i o n t a b u l a t i o n shows, the l o s s i n every age 
group except the school-age and aged c a t e g o r i e s fol lows the borough-wide 
p a t t e r n of change between 1950 and 1957 but i n every i n s t a n c e Eas t New York ' s 
percentage decrease was l a r g e r than the borough ' s . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : The r a t i o of males to females i n 1957 was 
h i g h e r i n Eas t New York than f o r the borough i n every, age group o the r than 
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the teen-age and middle-aged; the d i f f e r e n c e s were small except f o r those i n 
the ca t egor i e s 20-24 years , 45-64 years and 65 years and over . I n 1950 the 
males more c l o s e l y approximated the females i n number. 

Popula t ion of East New York, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males Males 

Aqe qroup 
per 100 per 100 

Aqe qroup Male Female females Male Female females 

Al l ages 78,047 81,286 96.0 71,780 75,971 94 .5 

Under 6 years 8,557 8,192 104.5 7 ,985 7,646 104.4 
6-13 years 8,779 8,526 103.0 9,820 9,404 104.4 
14-19 years 5,924 6,044 98.0 5,432 5,602 97.0 
20-24 years 6,122 6,182 99.0 3,922 4,331 90 .6 
25-29 years 6,242 6,951 89.8 4,890 5,157 94.8 
30-44 years 18,019 19,480 92 .5 15,302 17,128 8 9 . 3 
45-64 years 17,861 18,926 94 .4 16,892 18,446 91 .6 
65 years and over 6 ,543 6,985 93.7 7,537 8,257 91 .3 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The fol lowing socio-economic f a c t s taken from the 1950 Census un-
doubtedly have been modified by popula t ion as wel l as economic changes. I t 
i s pos s ib l e t h a t the data cont inue to be v a l i d as a measure of the s t a t u s of 
t h i s neighborhood i n r e l a t i o n to o the r Brooklyn communities, but even t h i s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p may have been modified by the l o s s of the more prosperous 1950 
r e s i d e n t s and the add i t i on of new groups. 

Economic s t a t u s : The family income l e v e l , measured by the median 
income during 1949, was above the borough-wide l e v e l ($3,447) i n the Highland 
Park s e c t i o n and i n Health Area 64.20. The medians i n the a reas near the 
Park were $3,587 and $3,784 and the median f o r Health Area 64.20 was $3,590. 
Family income elsewhere was somewhat lower than the borough average, ranging 
from $3,249 (H.A. 61) to $3,406 (H.A. 63) . I n d i v i d u a l s not l i v i n g i n fami ly 
groups had median incomes of $1,096 and $1,261 i n the Highland Park ne ighbor-
hood and from $676 to $837 i n Health Areas 61, 62 and 63. I n the o t h e r a r e a s , 
these "unre la ted i n d i v i d u a l s " were too few i n number to permit the computa-
t i o n of a median. 

Educat ional l e v e l : I n most a r e a s , the l e v e l of formal school ing 
was below the borough-wide f i g u r e of 8 . 9 school years completed by white 
persons 25 years old or over in 1950 and of 8 . 4 years f o r the nonwhite. I n 
seven of the East New York hea l th a r eas , the range f o r white a d u l t s was from 
8 . 3 to 8 .8 yea r s . In Heal th Area 64.30 where most, i f not a l l , the r e s i -
dents were ve te rans l i v i n g i n one s e c t i o n of a temporary ve t e rans housing 
p r o j e c t , the median was 11.3 years . The only median which could be computed 
fo r nonwhites was t h a t of 8 .8 years f o r Heal th Area 62. 
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Family groups; Most of the r e s i d e n t s i n 1950 were l i v i n g as 
members of the 44,110 f a m i l i e s and most (40,710) of the f a m i l i e s included a 
marr ied couple; the 3,400 f a m i l i e s with only one pa r en t or composed of o t h e r 
groups of r e l a t i v e s amounted to only 7 .7 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . The number 
of marr ied women exceeded the count of marr ied couples by only 1,332; e v i -
d e n t l y few of the married women had been dese r t ed o r had husbands absent f o r 
m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e o r employment e lsewhere. The percentage of the women 14 
years o ld or o lde r who were widowed or divorced was 13; 65 pe rcen t were 
marr ied and 22 pe rcen t s i n g l e . For Brooklyn as a whole, the pe rcen tages were 
widowed or d ivorced - 13.2 , marr ied - 63 .5 and s i n g l e - 23 .3 p e r c e n t . 

Only 5,445 persons l i v e d alone o r with n o n - r e l a t i v e s ; 482 persons 
l i v e d i n non-housekeeping accommodations, such as rooming houses o r r e s i d e n c e s , 
and 281 of t h i s number were found i n Hea l th Area 38 vjhere׳ the' YMCA Highland 
Park Branch main ta ins a r e s i d e n c e . The i n s t i t u t i o n a l popu la t i on was 272. 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h da ta 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e ; l n March 1959 about 3 .9 pe rcen t of a l l p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e cases i n Brooklyn were i n the Eas t New York a r e a ; the spec i a l 
t a b u l a t i o n of cases r ece iv ing checks on March 2 showed a t o t a l of 1,711 
c a s e s . This t o t a l inc luded 209 f a m i l i e s o r i n d i v i d u a l s on genera l a s s i s t -
ance (home r e l i e f ) - a l so 3 . 9 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn cases - and 555 fami-
l i e s r e ce iv ing a id to dependent c h i l d r e n - 3 .6 pe rcen t of the borough 
ca se s . The o t h e r 947 cases presumably were i n d i v i d u a l s r ece iv ing o ld-age 
o r b l i nd a s s i s t a n c e o r a id to the d i s a b l e d . As noted throughout t h i s r e p o r t , 
only a rough method of eva lua t i ng the a s s i s t a n c e s i t u a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e . 
Since 5.7 pe rcen t of the 1957 Brooklyn popu la t i on l i v e d i n East New York, 
t h i s neighborhood does not appear to have a s e r i ous problem of f i n a n c i a l de-
pendency. 

Heal th i n d i c e s ; The i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e f o r Brooklyn i n 1957 
was 25.2 per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s . I n East New York, two h e a l t h a reas had a 
r a t e h ighe r than the borough: Heal th Areas 38 and 61 had 28 .8 and 30.2 dea ths 
pe r 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s . I n o t h e r s e c t i o n s of the community, the r a t e s va r i ed 
from 11.9 to 23.7 per 1 ,000. The venerea l d i s ea se r a t e s based on cases 
newly r epor t ed during 1957 were low: from 48 .3 (H.A. 63) to 180.0 (H.A. 61) 
pe r 100,000 popu l a t i on . The borough-wide r a t e was 308.4 . 

The preva lence of t u b e r c u l o s i s a l so was lower than i n the borough 
as a whole. Based on a c t i v e cases on the Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r on 
December 31, 1956 and December 31, 1958, the Brooklyn r a t e s were 1.20 and 
0 .98 pe r 1,000 popu la t i on i n Apr i l 1957. I n East New York, the r a t e s were 
0 .87 i n 1956 and 0 .66 i n 1958 per 1 ,000. About 4 pe rcen t of Brooklyn 's 
a c t i v e t u b e r c u l o s i s cases l i v e d wi th in t h i s community. 

Delinquency r a t e s 

In 1951 when the del inquency r a t e s computed by the Youth Board i n -
d i c a t e d a r a t e f o r Brooklyn of 14.7 cases pe r 1,000 popu la t i on 6-20 yea r s of 
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age in 1950, the East New York r a t e s were low i n a l l the h e a l t h areas except 
the Highland Park a reas . These two a reas - 38 and 39 - where f ami ly income 
was above the borough l e v e l had r a t e s of 20.0 and 25.3 . In the o the r s i x 
a r eas , the r a t e s ranged from 7 .8 to 14.1 pe r 1,000. 

In 1957 when the borough r a t e was 33 .4 , based on the 1957 c h i l d 
and youth popu la t ion , the East New York r a t e s were a l l below t h a t f i g u r e ! 
they ranged from 17.3 (H.A. 63) to 31.8 (H.A. 61) per 1,000. The 1958 r a t e s , 
a l so based on the 1957 popula t ion , were somewhat h igher as they were i n 
many s e c t i o n s . Health Are?. 39 had a r a t e of 42.0 per 1,000, s l i g h t l y above 
the borough r a t e of 41.2 but elsewhere the range was from 20.9 (H.A. 64.10) 
to 35.0 (H.A. 61) . This r e l a t i v e l y small i nc r ea se i n del inquency may be the 
r e s u l t of t ens ions a r i s i n g from s h i f t i n g popu la t ion groups. On the o t h e r 
hand, i f the ch i ld and youth popula t ion had r i s e n apprec iab ly s ince Apr i l 
1957, the r a t e s may r e f l e c t too low a popula t ion base . 

The Youth Board has included i n i t s Brownsville area f o r s p e c i a l 
s e rv ices two h e a l t h a reas - 61 and 63 - i n t h i s East New York community but 
delinquency has never been p a r t i c u l a r l y high i n e i t h e r of these a r e a s . 

Housing 

The dwell ing u n i t s enumerated fo r the Ci ty Planning Department i n 
1957-58 t o t a l e d 50,503, an inc rease of 7 . 5 pe rcen t over the 46,962 u n i t s 
repor ted by the 1950 Census of Housing. Minor i n c r e a s e s of 32 u n i t s i n th ree 
of the well-developed h e a l t h areas were more than o f f s e t by decreases i n 
two o t h e r s . But i n Health Areas 64.10, 64.20 and 64.30 the re was a ne t r i s e 
of 3,551 u n i t s , l a r g e l y i f not e n t i r e l y the r e s u l t of the cons t ruc t i on of 
the four pub l i c housing p r o j e c t s describe,  .below י

The land use survey of 1955-56 found t h a t one- fami ly houses ab-
sorbed 171 of the 812.5 r e s i d e n t i a l ac res (21 percent ) and t h a t two-family 
houses accounted fo r about 380 acres (47 p e r c e n t ) , a t o t a l of 68 p e r c e n t ! 
mu l t i - f ami ly dwell ings covered l e s s than a t h i r d . At t ha t t ime, e l e v a t o r -
equipped apartments were found on only 50 ac res - apparen t ly Boulevard 
Houses and Cypress H i l l s Houses. The completion of two o the r pub l i c p r o j e c t s 
by the summer of 1959 and p r i v a t e bu i ld ing must have changed the acreage 
d i s t r i b u t i o n by type of housing. 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: The data from the 1950 Census may s t i l l 
be va l id fo r much of the housing in the o lde r sec t ions of t h i s community. 
I n 1950 one- and two-family houses provided 21,674 or 46.7 pe rcen t of the 
46,379 occupied u n i t s . Home ownership was f a i r l y high - 27 p e r c e n t . Only 
2 . 3 percent of the u n i t s were c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded but 5 .4 pe rcen t were 
considered to be substandard . 

Pub l ic housing: Pub l ic housing has been a major f a c t o r i n develop-
ing the l e s s congested s ec t i ons of t h i s Eas t New York community. By the f a l l 
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of 1959 the four p r o j e c t s desc r ibed below w i l l provide almost 6,000 a p a r t -
ments f o r a t o t a l popu la t ion of c lose to 22,000. A few more than 3,000 of 
the u n i t s and 10,500 persons now a re i n the two middle-income p r o j e c t s . The 
low-income S t a t e and Federa l p r o j e c t s con ta in 2,944 dwell ing u n i t s which w i l l 
house about 11,200 persons when the Federal p r o j e c t i s f u l l y occupied. 

The f i r s t pub l i c housing i n t h i s community was the C i t y - a i d e d , 
middle-income p r o j e c t of 1,441 apartments - Boulevard Houses - completed i n 
March 1951 as p a r t of the pos t -war program of bu i ld ing on vacant land or on 
s i t e s where few f a m i l i e s had to be r e s e t t l e d . The second p r o j e c t , the 
S t a t e - sponsored Cypress H i l l s Houses which demolished only 122 dwell ing 
u n i t s and provided 1,444 new homes was p a r t i a l l y occupied by December 1954 
and completed i n May 1955. 

A new, permanent p r o j e c t - Linden Houses - was b u i l t on the s i t e 
of the C i t y - a i d e d Temporary Veterans P r o j e c t of the same name. The tempo-
r a r y p r o j e c t o r i g i n a l l y conta ined 719 apar tments but the l a s t t enan t s were 
moved out i n Apr i l 1954. This new middle-income p r o j e c t a d j o i n s Boulevard 
Houses and i s loca ted p a r t i a l l y i n Heal th Area 64.20 and p a r t i a l l y i n Heal th 
Area 64.30! i t con ta ins 1,586 u n i t s . Some t enan t s moved i n e a r l y i n 1957; 
the f i r s t bu i ld ing was completed i n J u l y of t h a t year and the e n t i r e p r o j e c t 
by June 1958. 

A Federa l ly - sponsored p r o j e c t not f a r from the Queens border and 
Cypress H i l l s Houses, i s nea r ing completion i n August 1959. I t has been 
cons t ruc ted on four super -b locks with 22 b u i l d i n g s i n 6 groups of colored 
mosaic t i l e s , with apar tments ranging i n s i z e from 2 to 7-j rooms. About 15 
of the 1,500 apar tments a re designed f o r the aged, the f i r s t to be so 
designed i n a Federa l p r o j e c t . About o n e - t h i r d of the u n i t s w i l l have from 
3 to 5 bedrooms f o r l a rge f a m i l i e s . In a d d i t i o n to playgrounds f o r each 
group of b u i l d i n g s , a one-acre playground on the sou theas t corner of the s i t e 
w i l l be opera ted by the Parks Department. A community cen t e r bu i ld ing w i l l 
provide space f o r a nu r se ry , r e c r e a t i o n rooms and lounges , a s u n - t e r r a c e f o r 
the e l d e r l y and meeting rooms. The f i r s t e i g h t f a m i l i e s moved in on March 
17, 1959 and f u l l occupancy i s expected toward the end of the summer. 

The s tandard d e s c r i p t i o n i s given h e r e ! f o r the r e c r e a t i o n and 
ch i ld care programs i n o p e r a t i o n , see Sec t i on I I . 

1. Boulevard Houses - C i ty p r o j e c t , P a r t I I I 

812 Ashford S t r e e t (H.A. 64.20) 
S i t e : Linden Boulevard to Wortman Avenue 

Ashford to Hendrix S t r e e t s 
Completed March 1951 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,441; es t imated popu la t ion - 4 ,710; 

persons per ac re - 182; 18 b u i l d i n g s of 6 to 14 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $18.64 
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2. Cypress H i l l s Houses - State project 

600 Euclid Avenue (H.A. 64.10) 
S i t e : Linden Boulevard to S u t t e r Avenue 

Euclid to Fountain Avenues 
Completed May 1955 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,444$ es t imated popula t ion - 5,370; 

persons per acre - 185; 15 bu i ld ings of 7 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.15 

3. Linden Houses - C i ty p r o j e c t , P a r t IV 

S i t e : S tanley to Cozine Avenues 
Schenck Avenue to Vermont S t r e e t (H.A. 64.20 and 64.30) 

Completed June 1958 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,586; es t imated popula t ion - 5,812; 

persons per acre - 191; 19 bu i ld ings of 8 or 14 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $20.45 

4. Louis Heaton Pink Houses - Federal p r o j e c t 

S i t e : Linden Boulevard to S tan ley Avenue 
Crescent S t r e e t to E l d e r t s Lane (H.A. 64.10) 

Completion expected f a l l of 1959; f i r s t t enan t s March 1959 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,500; es t imated popula t ion - 5,857; 

persons per acre - 188; 22 bu i ld ings of 8 s t o r i e s 
Rent per room - approximately $10 to $12 



SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•!/ 

Day Nurse r i e s . Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Socia l agencies 

1. Ahavath Chessed Day Nursery of East New York,Inc. 
( a l so known as Hendrix S t r e e t Day Nursery) 
394 Hendrix S t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n , and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i ld ren 6-8 years , 

2 . Friend-in-Need Day Nursery 
95 Bradford S t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n . 

3. Sylvia Kle in Child Care Center , Inc . 
Cypress H i l l s Houses 
720 Eucl id Avenue 

Preschool c h i l d r e n . 

Other auspices 

4. Boulevard Nursery School, Inc . (coopera t ive) 
Boulevard Houses 
2150 Linden Boulevard 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices 

1. Boulevard-Linden Community Center 
Boulevard Houses 
726 Stanley Avenue 

I n cooperat ion with the Board of Education maintains group 
work and r e c r e a t i o n se rv ices f o r ch i ld ren from s ix years 
of age through sen io r c i t i z e n s - c lubs , spec i a l i n t e r e s t 
groups, c l a s s e s . 
Golden Age Club provides r e c r e a t i o n fo r men and women 50 years 
of age and over ; i n t e r r a c i a l ; nonsec ta r ian . Engl ish , Yiddish, 
I t a l i a n and Spanish a re spoken. Meets two a f t e rnoons and one 
evening a week. 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e rv i ce s loca ted i n t h i s community, although 
se rv ice i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi ted to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted 
elsewhere. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

2. Brooklyn Publ ic L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct spec i a l programs fo r both 
a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r oc c a s i ona l l y or on a r e g u l a r 
weekly or monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled 
programs i n the 1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d below. 

Ar l ing ton Branch 
203 Ar l ington Avenue 

Cypress H i l l s Branch 
465 Fountain Avenue 

P i c t u r e Book Hour fo r ch i l d r en , weekly, fo r l im i t ed pe r iod . 

New Lots Branch 
847 New Lots Avenue 

Weekly P i c t u r e Book Hour fo r c h i l d r e n , a d u l t f i lm programs 
twice monthly during the f a l l . 

East New York Young Men's and young Women's Hebrew A .׳׳3^ s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 
2057-2075 Linden Boulevard 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude gymnasium, pool , audi tor ium, 5 lounges, 
9 meeting rooms, 2 t e r r a c e s , a r t s - c r a f t s shop, woodworking 
shop, photography shop, playground, 3 handbal l c o u r t s , game 
room, l i b r a r y , k i t chen , locker room> showers. A c t i v i t i e s a re 
provided f o r a l l age groups: J u n i o r s - p lay groups, s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t and mass a c t i v i t i e s ! p r e - t e e n s , i n t e rmed ia t e s and 
s en io r s - c lubs , teams, spec ia l i n t e r e s t and mass a c t i v i t i e s ! 
young a d u l t s - weekday lounge, s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t and mass 
a c t i v i t i e s , s o c i a l events , and educa t iona l and c u l t u r a l 
programs; a d u l t s - educa t iona l , r e c r e a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l and 
s o c i a l f unc t i ons , spec i a l pa ren t - ch i ld groups! o l d e r persons -
golden age program. Summer program: day camp, t e e n - t r i p camp, 
country camp r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e . 

4 . Educat ion, Board o f , C i ty of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

Af t e r - schoo l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
spec ia l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 



continued Group Work and Recreation Services -

Educat ion, Board o f , Ci ty of New York - continued 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers : Centers opera t ing in p a r t n e r -
ship with the New York Ci ty Youth Board as well as a few 
o t h e r s , are on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide 
s e rv i ce s s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs 
above, except fo r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s 
and on guidance and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These cen te r s accept 
ch i l d r en from the Youth Board Re fe r r a l Uni ts and community 
agencies and a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

East New York Vocational High School A t h l e t i c F ie ld 
Wells S t r e e t between Fountain Avenue and Conduit Boulevard 

Used by the school when i n se s s ion , but a f t e r - s c h o o l hours 
and on weekends, the Parks Department w i l l opera te the f i e l d 
fo r r e s i d e n t s of the neighborhood. For a l i s t of f a c i l i t i e s , 
see Department of Parks . 

East New York Youth and Adult Center 
This cen te r inc ludes a c t i v i t i e s a t the fol lowing schools : 

Thomas J e f f e r s o n High School^/ 
Dumont, Pennsylvania and S h e f f i e l d Avenues 
( A t h l e t i c f i e ld -Pennsy lvan ia and Livonia Avenues) 

Center open Monday through Fr iday evenings; swimming 
a v a i l a b l e . 

J .H .S . 149: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
S u t t e r Avenue and Wyona S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Thursday. 

P .S . 158: Senior C i t i z e n s 
400 Ashford S t r e e t 

Recreat ion program fo r men and women 60 years of age and 
over . Meets f i v e a f t e rnoons a week. 

P .S . 174: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
574 Dumont Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Friday. 

P .S . 182: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - schoo l Center 
720 Dumont Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Fr iday. 

F rank l in K. Lane High School: Evening Community Cen te r^ / 
Jamaica Avenue and Dexter S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Friday; swimming 
a v a i l a b l e . 

2 / In a d d i t i o n to usual a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s cen te r provides a program of 
informal a d u l t educat ion . 
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P.S . 108: Af t e r - schoo l Center 
200 Linwood S t r e e t 

J .H .S . 166: Evening Community Center 
Van S ick len Avenue and Linden Boulevard 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

P .S . and J .H .S . 171: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
528 Ridgewood Avenue 

P .S . 190: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
590 S h e f f i e l d Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 

P .S . 202: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
982 Hegeman Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday! a f t e r n o o n 
a c t i v i t i e s a v a i l a b l e seven days a week - on Saturday and 
Sunday from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

P .S . 213: Evening Community Center 
580 Hegeman Avenue 

Open Wednesday, Thursday and Fr iday evenings. 

P .S . and J .H .S . 214: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l 
Center 
2944 P i t k i n Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 224: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
755 Wortman Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Wednesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 273: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
923 Jerome S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Thursday. 

5 . Lutheran Soc ia l Se rv ices of Met ropo l i t an New York, I n c . 
Cypress H i l l s Houses 
475 Fountain Avenue 

Fu l l - t ime r e c r e a t i o n and group work program fo r a l l ages . 

6 . New Lots Reformed Church 
New Lots and Schenck Avenues 

This i n t e g r a t e d church serves i t s neighborhood inc lud ing 
r e s i d e n t s of Boulevard and Linden Houses nearby. Recrea t ion 
a c t i v i t i e s inc lude a Boy Scout t roop , 2 G i r l Scout t r o o p s , a 
Boys' Club fo r boys 14-16 years of age meeting weekly, a 
Men's Club and a l a d i e s group. 



Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

7 . Pa rks , Department o f , C i ty of New Y o r k ^ / 

East New York Vocation High School Playground 
Wells S t r e e t between Fountain Avenue and Conduit Boulevard 

Basebal l diamond, soccer f i e l d ! s o f t b a l l , handba l l , baske t -
b a l l and shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; c h i l d r e n ' s playground. 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Highland Lower Playground^/ 
Jamaica Avenue and El ton S t r e e t 

Foo tba l l f i e l d , 2 baseba l l diamonds, 26 t enn i s c o u r t s j b o c c i e , 
b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , paddle t enn i s and shuf f l eboard cour t s ! 
i ce ska t ing a r ea , k i t e f l y i n g , playground with wading pool 
and coas t ing a r e a s . 

Highland Upper Playground^/ 
Highland Boulevard and Heath Place 

F ie ld house with playroom, f i e l d fo r f o o t b a l l and soccer! 
b a s k e t b a l l , paddle t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l and shuf f l eboard cou r t s ! 
k i t e f l y i n g a r ea , playground. 

Linton Park 
Dumont, Blake and M i l l e r Avenues, Bradford S t r e e t 

Park with small c h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Stephen A. Rudd Playground 
Bushwick Avenue and Aberdeen S t r e e t 

Baske tba l l , paddle t enn i s ana shuf f l eboard cou r t s , i c e ska t ing 
a rea , playground with wading poo l . Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground ad j acen t to Cypress H i l l s Houses 
Blake and Euclid Avenues 

Basebal l diamond, f o o t b a l l and s o f t b a l l f i e l d s , s t a d i u m ! 
b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l and paddle t enn i s cou r t s ! i c e ska t ing 
a r ea , playground with wading poo l . Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground ad j acen t to J .H .S . 166 and Linden Houses 
Vermont Avenue between Linden Boulevard and Stanley Avenue 

Concrete b l eache r s , running t r a c k , locker f a c i l i t i e s , s o f t b a l l 
f i e l d , 8 t enn i s cou r t s , b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l cou r t s , 
playground. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

3 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k indergar ten swings, 
l a rge and k inderga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exerc i se u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 

4 / Supervised from Queens o f f i c e of Parks Department, but loca ted i n 
Brooklyn, 

5 / Located on border of Brooklyn and Queens, and supervised from the 
Queens o f f i c e of the Parks Department. 
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Playground ad j acen t to J .H .S . 214 
Conduit Avenue and Drew S t r e e t 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t , playground. Recrea t ion 
l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground ad jacen t to P.S. 273 
Wortman Avenue and Warwick S t r e e t 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s j playground. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
A t l a n t i c Avenue between El ton and Linwood S t r e e t s 

Baske tba l l , 6 handbal l and 4 shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s , 2 s o f t b a l l 
f i e l d s , r o l l e r ska t i ng , r o l l e r hockey, and i c e ska t ing a r e a s , 
2 playgrounds - one with wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
P i t k i n and New J e r s e y Avenues 

Baske tba l l , 4 handbal l and 2 shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s , r o l l e r and 
i c e ska t ing a r e a s , t a b l e t e n n i s , playground with wading poo l . 

Playground 
Riverdale Avenue between Van Sinderen and Snediker Avenues 

F ie ld house with playrooms, playground with wading pool , 
ba ske tba l l and 3 handbal l c o u r t s , r o l l e r hockey, r o l l e r 
ska t ing and i ce ska t ing a r e a s , t a b l e t e n n i s . Recrea t ion 
l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground 
Livonia Avenue (south s ide) between Schenck Avenue and Barbey S t r e e t 

Playground with wading pool , b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l c o u r t s . 
Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
E l ton to Linwood S t r e e t , between New Lots and Hegeman Avenues 

Two playgrounds, b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , paddle t e n n i s , horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s . 

8 . P o l i c e A t h l e t i c League 
Sgt . Pr ince Veterans Pos t 
2729 Ful ton S t r e e t 

A r t s , c r a f t s and q u i e t games, dance c l a s s e s , e t c . Open 
Tuesday through Fr iday from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 

9 . S t . R i t a ' s Roman Ca tho l i c Church 
259 Essex S t r e e t 

A Ca tho l i c Spanish c e n t e r . Program of casework s e r v i c e , 
homemaking, s o c i a l group work and r e c r e a t i o n , l e g a l c o n s u l t a -
t i o n , and c l a s s e s i n English and c i t i z e n s h i p . 
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10. Young I s r a e l of New Lots 
515 Hegeman Avenue 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
inc luding c lubs , s cou t s , e t c . Saturday a f t e rnoon s t o r y t e l l i n g 
and singing f o r c h i l d r e n under 6 years . 

11. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Greater New York: Highland 
Park Branch 
570 Jamaica Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, swimming pool , lounge, c r a f t and game 
rooms, photography dark rooms, solarium, weight and massage 
room, bowling a l l e y s , use of ad j acen t Highland Park p lay-
ground. A c t i v i t i e s : Phys ica l department, s p o r t s , swimming, 
games, woodworking, a r t s and c r a f t s , photography and stamp 
c lubs , Hi-Y c lubs , t r i p s , p a r t i e s . 

Other vo luntary agencies 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and the 
Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r ea , u t i l i z i n g 
the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l agencies . 
Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs fo r 8 to 21 
yea r -o lds e x i s t i n most Roman Catho l ic churches but the 
number of spo r t s and the age groups served vary from pa r i sh 
to p a r i s h ; Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t i n 
severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Services 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York: Child Heal th S t a t i o n 
508 Linwood S t r e e t 

Mental Heal th Services 

None 

Other C l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l ^ c l i n i c s 

None 

C l i n i c s under o the r auspices 

Hea l th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r ch i ld ren a t the fol lowing schools: 
P .S . 182, 720 Dumont Avenue 
P .S . 190, 590 S h e f f i e l d Avenue 
P .S . 202, 982 Hegeman Avenue 

6 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide se rv i ces contained i n the In t roduc -
t i o n . No h o s p i t a l s a re loca ted i n t h i s community. 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES?/ 
8 / Family Se rv i ce , Child Guidance and Re la ted Services- 7 

1. New York Ci ty Youth Board 
The two hea l th a reas (61 and 63) , ad jo in ing Brownsvi l le , a re 
p a r t of the Youth Board 's Brownsvil le Specia l Area, 

Brownsvil le R e f e r r a l Unit 
259 B r i s t o l S t r e e t 

Serves ch i ld ren and young people , 5-21 years of age, r e s i d i n g 
i n the Brownsville Area, r e f e r r e d through schools and o t h e r 
community agencies and also by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n - diagnoses 
t h e i r need fo r s e rv i ce and makes appropr i a t e r e f e r r a l s to 
t rea tment r e sources . 

The vo lun ta ry t rea tment s erv i ces^ / i n c o n t r a c t with o r used by the 
Youth Board i n t h i s area are as fo l lows: 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Soc ie ty : 

Family Service and C h i l d r e n ' s Div i s ion 
Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Cente r , I n c . 
Brooklyn Socie ty fo r the Preven t ion of Crue l ty to Chi ld ren 
Ca tho l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians, I n c . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Jewish Family Serv ice : Brooklyn Consu l t a t ion Center 
Jewish Hospi ta l of Brooklyn: Div i s ion of P e d i a t r i c P s y c h i a t r y : 

Child Guidance C l i n i c 
Sa lva t ion Army: Family Service Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t O f f i c e 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

2. P o l i c e Department, C i ty of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and provides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t rea tment f o r j u v e n i l e de l inquen t s . 

3. Welfare , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Brownsvil le Welfare Center 
163 Bradford S t r e e t 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den t a l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker s e r v i c e 
f o r f a m i l i e s with ch i ld ren when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d and 
p a r t - t i m e se rv ice fo r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

7 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may n o t be loca ted w i th in the a rea . 

8 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e serv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 
These agencies a l l have one o f f i c e se rv ing the e n t i r e borough ( see 
foo tno te 8 ) . 



SECTION II I PUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBIIC SCHOOLS 

1• Junior High School 64 
829 Belmont Avenue 

2. Public School 65 
158 Richmond Street 

3 . Public School 76 
20 Wyona Street 

4 . Public School 108 
200 Linwood Street 

5 . Junior High School 14? 
Sutter Avenue and Wyona Street 

6 . Public School 158 
400 Ashford Street 

7. Public School 159 
2781 Pitkin Avenue 

8. Junior High School 166 
Van Sicklen Avenue and linden Boulevard 

9. Public School and Junior High School 171 
528 Ridgewood Avenue 

10. Public School 174 
574 Dumont Avenue 

11. Public School 182 
720 Dumont Avenue 

12• Public School 190 
590 Shef f i e ld Avenue 

13• Public School 202 
982 Hegeman Avenue 
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A, PUBLIC SCHOOLS - continued 

1U. Public School 213 
580 Hegeman Avenue 

1|5. Public School and Junior High School 2114 
29kk Pitkin Avenue 

16. Public School 2214 
755 Wortman Avenue 

17. Public School 273 
923 Jerome Street 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

le Blessed Sacrament Parish School 
189 Chestnut Street 

2• Our Lady of Lourdes Parish School 
Boys' Departments 21 Aberdeen Street 
GirlsיDepartment? 3k Aberdeen Street 

3« S t . Gabriel Parish Sohool 
Essex Street and New Lots Avenue 

14• S t . Fortunate Parish School 
739 Crescent Street 

5• S t . John Cantius Parish School 
U80 Vermont Street 

6. S t , Malachy Parish School (New school building ,under con• 
207 Hendrix Street s truct ion f a l l of 1958 ) 

7. S t . Michael Parish School 
235 Jerome Street 

8. S t . Rita Parish School 
267 Essex Street 

9 . S t . Sylvester Parish School 
398 Grant Avenue 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Jewish 

y 1• Bais Yaakov Parochial School of East New York 
473 Ashford Street 

- ״ 2 • Yeshiva and Mesivta Toras Chaim of Greater New York 
631 Belmont Avenue 

3• Yeshiva Ketava 
503 Glenmore Avenue 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. C h r i s t B a p t i s t Church 
141 Hendrix S t r e e t 

- ׳ 2 . Eas t End B a p t i s t Church 
263 Van S ic l en Avenue 

y 'Z. Euclid B a p t i s t Church 
McKinley Avenue and Drew S t r e e t 

Eas te rn Orthodox 

4. Archangel Michael Russian Orthodox Church (Russian Orthodox 
588 New J e r s e y Avenue Synod in Exi le ) 

5. Church of the Assumption (Russian Orthodox Synod i n Exi le ) 
468 Wyona S t r e e t 

6. Estonian Orthodox Church i n Exi le 
20-34 Crescent S t r e e t 

Holy T .׳7 r i n i t y Russian Orthodox Church 
402 Glenmore Avenue 

Lutheran 

-8 ׳ . Lutheran Church of the Reformation (UL) 
105 Barbey S t r e e t 

9 . S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran Church of East New York (UL) 
233 New J e r s e y Avenue 

^10» S t . P e t e r ' s Evangel ica l Lutheran Church (MO) (Engl ish and German) 
94-98 Hale Avenue 

11. S t . P h i l i p ' s Lutheran Church (UL) 
85 Forbe l l S t r e e t 

Methodist 

12. Andrew's Methodist Church 
95 Richmond S t r e e t 

 Goodsell Memorial Methodist Church .׳13
McKinley and Sheridan Avenues 



A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

y i 4 . Ar l ing ton Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
268 Ar l ing ton Avenue 

15. East Brooklyn United P re sby t e r i an Church 
E l d e r ' s Lane and Etna S t r e e t 

16. Glenraore Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
Glenmore Avenue and Doscher S t r e e t 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

17. Church of the T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n 
Ridgewood and Autumn Avenues 

18. S t . Barnabas' P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
725 Belmont Avenue 

. 19. S t . L y d i a ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Glenmore Avenue and C r y s t a l S t r e e t 

20. T r i n i t y P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church in East New York 
125 Ar l ing ton Avenue 

United C h r i s t i a n 

21. Eas t Brooklyn United C h r i s t i a n Church 
E l d e r t Lane and Etna S t r e e t (Meets i n bu i ld ing of the East 

Brooklyn United P re sby te r i an Church) 

22. Glenmore Avenue United C h r i s t i a n Church 
835 Glenmore Avenue 

Other 

7 23. C h r i s t Evangel ical and Reformed Church 
50-54 Wyona S t r e e t 

24. Church of God (Church of God - Anderson, Indiana) 
2263 P i t k i n Avenue 

. / 2 5 . Church of Peace (Evangel ica l United Brethren) 
195 Nichols Avenue 

26. Eas t New York Church of the Nazareno 
474 Wyona S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

Other - continued 

27. The Fr iend ly Mission, I n c . ( In te rdenominat iona l ) 
216 Essex S t r e e t 

28. Fu l l Gospel Mission (Nondenominational) 
3077 Ful ton S t r e e t 

• 2 9 . New Lots Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
New Lots Avenue and Schenck Avenue 

30. P e n t e c o s t a l Church of Our Lord (Russian) (Assemblies of God) 
390 Belmont Avenue 

31. S t . P a u l ' s Church of East New York (A.M.E.) 
546 Linwood S t r e e t 

32. Washington Avenue Seventh Day Advent i s t Church 
95 Richmond S t r e e t (Temporary) 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Blessed Sacrament R. C, Church 
200 Eucl id Avenue 

2. Our Lady of Lourdes R. C. Church 
11 DeSales Place 

S .־3-- t . For tunata R. C. Church 
2609 Linden Blvd. 

•A. S t . Gabr ie l R. C. Church 
749 Linwood S t r e e t 

- 5. S t . John Cantius (Po l i sh) R. C. Church 
479 New Je r sey Avenue 

־ 6 . S t . Maiachy R. C. Church 
129 Van S ic len Avenue 

7 . S t . Michael R. C. Church 
225 Jerome S t r e e t 

8 . S t . Ri ta R. C. Church 
259 Essex S t r e e t 

/ 9 . S t . Sy lves t e r R. C. Church 
416 Grant Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

/ 1. Agudas Achim Bnei Jacob (Orthodox) 
503 Glenmore Avenue 

2. Congregation Ahavath Achim B1nai Abraham 
801 L ibe r ty Avenue 

3. Congregation Ahavath Chessed (Orthodox) 
394 Hendrix S t r e e t 

4. Congregation Anshei Krasnikof 
471 Vermont S t r e e t 

5. Congregation Anshe P iask 
420 Hinsdale S t r e e t 

6. Congregation Atere th T i f e r e t h I s r a e l 
477 Ashford S t r e e t 

7 . Congregation Atere th Zvi 
495 Jerome S t r e e t 

8 . Beth Hamedrash Hagodol 
611 Williams Avenue 

9. Congregation Beth I s a a c Nusach Hari 
445 Georgia Avenue 

10. Congregation Beth Sholom Tomchei Horav 
445 Alabama Avenue 

11. Congregation Bnai I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
657 S tan ley Avenue 

12. Congregation B 'nai Jonah (Orthodox) 
850 S tan ley Avenue 

13. Congregation Bnei Jacob Anshei Sfard 
275 Pennsylvania Avenue 

14. Congregation B* nai Yehuda (Orthodox) 
Congregation Bnei Judah Tomchen Zedoku 
866 S u t t e r Avenue 

15. Congregation Chaid Odom Anshe Munske 
334 Ashford S t r e e t 

16. Chevra Agudas Achim Anshe New Lots (Orthodox) 
41 Malta S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

17. Chevra Chasidim Anshe Bnei Sholom 
665 Hinsdale S t r e e t 

18. Chevra Mishnayes of Eas t New York I n c . (Orthodox) 
238 Wyona S t r e e t 

19• Chevra Mishnayis T i f e r e t h I s r a e l 
662 Blake Avenue 

20. Chevra Sfard Anshei Poland 
524 Snediker Avenue 

21. Chevra Tillem Nussech Ashkenaz 
511-17 El ton S t r e e t 

22. Darchei-Zedek Jewish Community Center (Orthodox) 
969 Hegeman Avenue 

23. Eas t New York Linas Hatzedek V'Esras Achim, I n c . (Orthodox) 
341 Pennsylvania Avenue 

24. F i r s t Bessarabia Congregation 
518 Barbey S t r e e t 

25. Glory of I s r a e l Hebrew I n s t i t u t e (Orthodox) 
363 Pennsylvania Avenue 

26. Congregation Hesher Achim Anshei S fa rd 
450 Hendrix S t r e e t 

27. Congregation Mogen Abraham of East New York 
437 Schenck Avenue 

New Lots Talmud Torah Soc .׳28 ie ty (Orthodox) 
644 Pennsylvania Avenue 

29. Congregation Ohav Zedek (Orthodox) 
256 Berriman S t r e e t 

30. Congregation Rabbi A. T. Wacshall 
631 Dumont Avenue 

31. Congregation Rechovoth Beth Aaron (Orthodox) 
478 New Lots Avenue 

32. Talmud Torah Anshei Zedek (Orthodox) 
308 Atkins Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

33. Talmud Tora Ate re t E l i e z e r Glovinsky 
747 Hendrix S t r e e t 

34. Talmud Torah Atere th I s r a e l of Cypress H i l l s 
85-87 Fountain Avenue 

35. Congregation Talmud Torah of East New York 
625 Barbey S t r e e t 

36. Congregation Talmud Torah Tomchai Torah (Orthodox) 
1320 S u t t e r Avenue 

37. Temple Sinai of Brooklyn (Conservative) 
Bradford S t r e e t and Ar l ing ton Avenue 

38. United Sephardim of Brooklyn (Conservative) 
699 Williams Avenue 

vy89. Yeshiva and Mesivta Toras Chaim of Grea ter New York (Orthodox) 
631 Belmont Avenue 

40. Young I s r a e l of New Lots and East New York, I nc . (Orthodox) 
515 Hegeman Avenue 

41. Congregation Zichron Torath Moishe 
374 Vermont S t r e e t 



APPENDIX 

NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY: RENTS AND INCOME LIMITS 
FOR BROOKLYN PROJECTS IN OPERATION: AUGUST 1959 

Scale of monthly r e n t a l s i n pub l i c p r o j e c t s , e f f e c t i v e August 31, 1959•!/ 
Number Ci ty p r o j e c t s 

of rooms Federal p r o j e c t s S t a t e p r o j e c t s P a r t I I P a r t I I I P a r t IV 

1 and l b $29.50 - $60.00 
2 and 2 | $25.50 - $63.00 33.00 - 65.00 $46 -$65 
3 and 31• 28.50 - 65.00 39.50 - 70.00 $62 -$73 63 - 80 $66 -$83 
4 and 41 30.50 - 75.00 43.00 - 75.00 78 - 89 73 - 95 81 -103 
5 and 51 32.50 - 80.00 48.00 - 80.00 83 - 95 85 -103 94 -110 
6 and 6 | 34.50 - 85.00 52.50 - 85.00 
7 and 7 | 34.50 - 85.00 54.50 - 90.00 
8 and 8 | 56.50 - 90.00 

1 / The exact r e n t wi th in the range given depends upon the family income and 
s i ze of family; r e n t s f o r C i ty p r o j e c t s - P a r t IV do not vary with s i z e 
of family and a l so ca r ry an a d d i t i o n a l cherge of $1 per room, pe r month 
fo r u t i l i t i e s . 

Maximum income on admission to pub l ic p r o j e c t s : August 31 . 19591/ 
Size Federal S t a t e Ci ty p r o j e c t s 

of family p r o j e c t s p r o j e c t s P a r t s I I and I I I P a r t IV 

1 person $3,600 $3,528 $3,212 
2 persons 3,600 4,176 5,256 $6,516 
3 or 4 persons 3,900 4,680 6,192 8,316 
5 or 6 persons 4,200 5,460 7,728 9,036 
7 or more persons 4,400 5,964 2 / 2 / 
1 / For ve te rans of the Korean War somewhat h igher l i m i t s apply . 
2 / The incomes $7,728 or $9,036 apply to a l l f a m i l i e s with f i v e o r 

more members. 

Source: New York Ci ty Housing Author i ty , Research and Reports D iv i s ion . 
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The Community Council of Greater New York is 

a voluntary city-wide association of organizations 

which serves the people of New York through the 

coordination and joint planning of health and 

welfare services. 
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