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FOREWORD 

The p u b l i c a t i o n of Brooklyn Communities completes the f o u r t h of 

a s e r i e s of s t u d i e s of t h e neighborhoods w i t h i n each of the f i v e boroughs. 

Manhattan Communities was i s sued i n March 1955, Queens Communities i n 

June 1958 and Bronx Communities i n March 1959. We p l a n to p r e s e n t a 

s i m i l a r a n a l y s i s f o r S t a t e n I s l a n d communities i n t h e w in t e r of I960. 

The s t u d i e s i nc lude a compi la t ion of i n fo rma t ion on p o p u l a t i o n , 

housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , a n d land u se , wi th some da ta on de l inquency , p u b l i c 

a s s i s t a n c e , and h e a l t h c o n d i t i o n s , and a b r i e f summary of popu l a t i on t r e n d s 

from 1930 to 1957, wi th p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on changes between 1950 and 

1957. They inc lude a l s o a l i s t i n g of s o c i a l r e s o u r c e s by neighborhoods. 

Such i n fo rma t ion i s p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l to p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y w e l f a r e 

and h e a l t h agenc ies which need to know the c h a r a c t e r of the neighborhoods 

which they a re s e rv ing o r p l a n to serve through the ex t ens ion of s e r v i c e s 

o r the expansion of e x i s t i n g programs. 

Brooklyn Communities has been prepared i n the Research Depar tment , 

Dr. Blanche Be rns t e in , D i r e c t o r of Research , by the Bureau of Community 

S t a t i s t i c a l S e r v i c e s , F lo rence E. C u t t r e l l , Chief} Mrs. Miriam Suckow, 

Research Assoc i a t e ; and Irmgard S e e l i g , s t a t i s t i c a l a s s i s t a n t , with some 

a s s i s t a n c e from Mrs. Mariam Khan of the Bureau of Spec i a l S t u d i e s . 

Henry L. McCarthy 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r 



INTRODUCTION 

PLAN OF PRESENTATION 

This r e p o r t i s in tended to p rov ide i n fo rma t ion on Brooklyn 
communities u s e f u l to groups which a r e e i t h e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r o p e r a t i n g 
h e a l t h , w e l f a r e o r educa t iona l programs or a re concerned with the need f o r 
expanding e x i s t i n g s e r v i c e s or des ign ing and in t roduc ing new s e r v i c e s i n 
l o c a l a r e a s . The sepa ra te chap te r s f o r each of the twenty communities i n t o 
which Brooklyn has been d iv ided con ta in these four s e c t i o n s : 

Sec t ion I Desc r ip t i on of the Community 

The f i r s t s e c t i o n i n c l u d e s : 1) a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of the area 
covered - the boundar ies , ac reage , land use and s p e c i a l p h y s i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 2) da ta on the s i z e of the popu l a t i on and r a t e of 
growth; 3) in fo rma t ion on s p e c i f i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the p o p u l a t i o n , 
i . e . , a) c u l t u r a l groups , b) age groups, c) o t h e r socio-economic 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , d) f i n a n c i a l dependency, e) h e a l t h r a t e s , f ) de-
l inquency r a t e s ; and 4) hous ing . A map shows the community boundar i e s . 

Sec t ion I I Se lec ted Soc i a l S e r v i c e s 

The second s e c t i o n con t a i n s a l i s t of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s p r o -
v id ing those types of w e l f a r e and h e a l t h s e r v i c e s whose l o c a t i o n 
a f f e c t s t h e i r u t i l i z a t i o n . The l i s t i s d iv ided i n t o two p a r t s : 

A. Neighborhood Se rv i ce s w i t h i n the Community 

Day ca re , group work and r e c r e a t i o n , c h i l d h e a l t h and 
mental h e a l t h s e r v i c e s and medical and d e n t a l c l i n i c s 
a r e l i s t e d i n the community i n which they a re l o c a t e d . 

B. Se rv i ces with D i s t r i c t O f f i c e s 

Each o f f i c e of agenc ies wi th more than one o f f i c e i n 
Brooklyn i s l i s t e d i n each community from which i t 
accep t s ca ses . Agencies se rv ing the e n t i r e borough 
from one o f f i c e a re l i s t e d i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n under 
Soc ia l Resources: Borough-wide. 

Sec t ion I I I Pub l i c and P a r o c h i a l Schools 

Schools of the elementary and j u n i o r high grades l o c a t e d w i t h i n 
the community a re l i s t e d but high schools a re not l i s t e d because 
they serve a l a r g e area and are not d i s t r i c t e d . 

Sec t i on IV Churches, Synagogues and Temples 

Re l ig ious o r g a n i z a t i o n s s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the community a r e l i s t e d 
though they may serve more ex t ens ive a r e a s . 
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THE COMMUNITIES DEFINED 

Brooklyn, more than the o t h e r boroughs, might be- desc r ibed appro-
p r i a t e l y "as a c o l l e c t i o n of independent communities. . During the more than 
t h r e e hundred yea r s of i t s h i s t o r y , the ex tens ive t e r r i t o r y which now forms 
the borough of Brooklyn has been a u n i f i e d l e g a l e n t i t y f o r only 63 years -
s ince 1896. 

The b r i e f h i s t o r y , which fo l lows , of the gradual p rocess of ab-
s o r p t i o n of o t h e r towns by the o r i g i n a l Ci ty of Brooklyn and the f i n a l 
merger of the s e p a r a t e townships i n 1896, exp la ins the s t rong s e c t i o n a l i s m 
which p e r s i s t e d i n t o the t w e n t i e t h cen t ry and s t i l l cont inues i n some 
l o c a l i t i e s . Brooklyn ' s development as one of the major i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s 
of the United S t a t e s , as wel l as i t s development as the "bedroom of 
Manhattan*" brought i n as r e s i d e n t s many immigrants of d ive r se n a t i o n a l i -
t i e s , Negroes and o t h e r groups . This has countered s e c t i o n a l i s m to some 
e x t e n t . Some o l d e r neighborhoods have completely changed and new neighbor-
hoods have developed, with the r e s u l t t h a t the l i n e s of demarcat ion between 
the o r i g i n a l communities have been l o s t or become b l u r r e d . 

Boundaries 

A c a r e f u l s tudy - Brooklyn Neighborhoods!/ by Herber t J . Bal lon -
made dur ing t h e l a t e 1930's - a t tempted to e s t a b l i s h "neighborhoods" with 
s u f f i c i e n t homogeneity of p o p u l a t i o n f o r the r e s i d e n t s to develop an i n t e r -
e s t i n common l o c a l a c t i v i t i e s and with boundaries which pe rmi t t ed s t a t i s t i -
ca l s t u d i e s . Bal lon , a f t e r ex tens ive research designed to d i scover the 
o r i g i n a l town and v i l l a g e boundar ies and t h i i r subsequent r e v i s i o n , o u t l i n e d 
22 communities whose boundaries enc lose both complete h e a l t h a r ea s and a 
s e r i e s of census t r a c t s forming p a r t of a h e a l t h a r e a . 

The Department of C i ty Planning i n d i s t r i c t i n g the s eve ra l 
boroughs f o r i t s s tudy of l o c a l land use and the needs of l o c a l a reas f o r 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s a n i t a t i o n , ^nd o t h e r pub l i c s e r v i c e s adopted h e a l t h a reas 
as the b a s i s of i t s "Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s . " This pe rmi t s the use 
not only of census in fo rma t ion but a l so of l o c a l data on b i r t h s , d e a t h s , e t c . 
I n Brooklyn, the Department combined the 118 h e a l t h a reas i n t o 20 t e n t a t i v e 
d i s t r i c t s on the b a s i s of land u se , major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a r t e r i e s and popula-
t i o n . I t took the Bal lon study i n t o cons ide r a t i on i n o u t l i n i n g the d i s -
t r i c t s , and to a major ex t en t these 20 communities r e f l e c t t h a t e a r l i e r 
s tudy . 

In s e l e c t i n g a s e t of d i s t r i c t s or communities which could be 
desc r ibed i n terms of popu la t i on and housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and f o r which 
s e l e c t e d s o c i a l r e sources could be l i s t e d , i t seemed reasonable to explore 
the v a l i d i t y of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s by adopting them fo r the 

J J A s tudy publ i shed by the Brooklyn Council of Soc ia l Planning i n Septem-
ber 1942. 
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Community Counc i l ' s s e r i e s of borough s t u d i e s . U t i l i z a t i o n a f t e r a l l i s 
the bes t t e s t f o r any se t of boundar ies . This r e p o r t , however, a d j u s t s the 
boundaries of two of the twenty Brooklyn S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s to e l imina te 
from the popula t ion data the a t y p i c a l , non-indigenous Navy personnel a t the 
United S t a t e s Navy Yard and the Army personnel a t For t Hamil ton .^ / 

Community names 

The Department of C i ty Planning r e f e r s to i t s S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s 
by number but f o r popular i d e n t i f i c a t i o n the use of f a m i l i a r community names 
seems to be d e s i r a b l e . One or more p lace names, t h e r e f o r e , have been a t t r i -
buted to each d i s t r i c t . To the ex ten t p o s s i b l e , the names used are those 
a l l o c a t e d in B a l l o n ' s study to neighborhoods with s imi l a r boundar ies . 
C e r t a i n d i f f e r e n c e s in boundaries are i n e v i t a b l e because of the adherence i n 
t h i s r epo r t to 1950 hea l th area l i n e s . The h i s t o r i c a l b a s i s of B a l l o n ' s 
heighborhood names i s descr ibed i n the next s e c t i o n . 

THE BOROUGH; ITS CHARACTERISTICS AND ITS COMPONENT COMMUNITIES 

H i s t o r i c a l development 

The da te of the f i r s t purchase of land i n Brooklyn u s u a l l y i s 
given as 1636 when the Dutch bought land on Gowanus Bay and i n the Wallabout 
Bay and Borough Hal l a r e a s . Va s e t t l emen t a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n of Ful ton and 
Smith S t r e e t s i n ],646 was named Breuckclen (Broken Land) fo r a v i l l a g e i n 
the Netherlands. . 

These se t t l emen t s between Wallabout and Gowanus Bays g radua l ly 
expanded u n t i l the land between and surrounding them was occupied. The 
v i l l a g e of Brooklyn was incorpora ted i n 1816 and was given a c i t y c h a r t e r 
i n 1834. By 1840, the c i t y covered sbout 12 square mi les and had 30,000 
i n h a b i t a n t s . 

2 / Queens Communities was publ ished i n June 1958, Bronx Communities i n March 
1959• Manhattan Communities, publ ished i n 1955, was based on d i s t r i c t s 
devised fo r a s p e c i f i c purpose. 

3 / The U.S. Navy Yard, Health Area 93, has been omit ted from D i s t r i c t 41 c a l l e d 
here Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene and For t Hamilton, Heal th Area 92, from 
D i s t r i c t 55, he re ca l l ed Bay Ridge. The i n c l u s i o n of the popu la t ion on 
these m i l i t a r y p o s t s , i n a d d i t i o n to the e f f e c t upon the age and sex d i s t r i -
bu t ion , can d i s t o r t community comparisons because of pure ly f o r t u i t o u s c i r -
cumstances. Several l a rge sh ips s t a t i o n e d a t the Navy Yard when the 
Spec ia l Census of 1957 was taken, f o r i n s t a n c e , r e s u l t e d i n a count of over 
6,300 " r e s i d e n t s , " compared with 259 i n 1950. Thei r i n c l u s i o n would give 
an inc rease r a t h e r than the a c t u a l decrease recorded fo r the loca l i n h a b i t -
an ts of the Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene community. 

4 / Local h i s t o r i e s , however, claim t h a t Midwout, l a t e r c a l l e d F la tbush , was 
s e t t l e d about 1630 by Dutch farmers . 
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During the e a r l y yea r s of the seventeenth century o t h e r independent 
and i s o l a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s were founded - Gravesend i n 1643 by Engl ish co lo -
n i s t s from Massachuset ts and, by 1660, Midwout or F la tbush , New Ut rech t and 
Bushwick. As v i l l a g e s grew up around the farm l ands , s ix s e p a r a t e townships 
were organized: Brooklyn, Bushwick, F la tbush , New U t r e c h t , Gravesend, and 
F l a t l a n d s . Bushwick, o r i g i n a l l y inc luded the th ree v i l l a g e s of Greenpoint , 
Bushwick, and Will iamsburg but i n 1840 Williamsburg became a s e p a r a t e town. 
New Lots (now the East New York area) separa ted from Flatbush i n 1852, when 
F la tbush rece ived a p a t e n t of township. 

Within these townships, v i l l a g e s and s e t t l e m e n t s developed,some 
with p l ace names s t i l l i n use : f o r i n s t a n c e , Red Hook and Bedford i n the town 
of Brooklyn; Bensonhurst and Bay Ridge i n New Ut rech t township; Sheepshead 
Bay and Coney I s l a n d i n Gravesend; Eas t New York and Brownsvil le i n the town 
of New Lots ; Canars ie i n F l a t l a n d s ; and Greenpoint , Williamsburg and Bushwick 
w i t h i n the township c a l l e d Bushwick. Other names were adopted l a t e r and some 
of the p lace names of the e a r l y yea r s which have continued i n use no longer 
apply to the same boundar ies . 

In 1854, the C i t y of Brooklyn absorbed the neighboring towns of 
Will iamsburg and Bushwick, and i n 1894, F la tbush . As popu la t ion i nc r ea sed , 
the towns grew c l o s e r geog raph ica l l y and i n 1896 a l l the remaining townships 
merged with Brooklyn and the C i t y ' s boundaries became coterminous with those 
of Kings County. This s t a t u s was s h o r t - l i v e d ^ i n 1898 Brooklyn jo ined the 
o t h e r boroughs to form the Ci ty of New York.2/ 

Land use 

Brooklyn as p a r t of Long I s l a n d i s surrounded by water except f o r 
i t s comparat ively sho r t border with Queens. I t i s separa ted from the I s l a n d 
of Manhattan by the East River , from New J e r s e y and S t a t e n I s l a n d by Upper 
New York Bay, The Narrows and the Lower Bay while on the s o u t h e a s t , Coney 
I s l a n d extends i n t o the A t l a n t i c Ocean and the F l a t l a n d s , Canars ie and Eas t 
New York a reas a re on Jamaica Bay. 

The borough 's boundar ies enclose near ly 89 square mi les inc lud ing 
i n l and • waters and the gross land area of 50,633 ac res mikes Brooklyn the 
second l a r g e s t of the f i v e boroughs and more than th ree and h a l f times as 
l a r g e as Manhattan. 

When the land use inventory^/was made i n 1955-56, mapped s t r e e t s 
and highways took up 15,056 ac res o r c lose to 30 pe rcen t of the e n t i r e land 
a r e a . Fur the r c o n s t r u c t i o n on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway and o the r 
major a r t e r i e s dur ing subsequent yea r s probably has inc reased the p r o p o r t i o n 
of the g ross space u t i l i z e d f o r l o c a l and cross-borough t r a f f i c . 

5 / The h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s a re der ived c h i e f l y from the Bal lon s tudy c i t e d above 
and the New York C i ty Guide. American Guide S e r i e s , Random House, New York 
1939. 

6 / Land Use Inven to ry . 1955-56. prepared f o r the New York C i ty Department of 
C i t y Planning by the Sanborn Map Company. This i s the source of a l l data 
on acreage and land u s e . 



Appropr i a t e ly i n the s o - c a l l e d "bedroom borough," r e s i d e n t i a l land 
use absorbed almost 13,000 ac res or about o n e - f o u r t h (25 .4 pe rcen t ) of the 
gross space i n 1955-56 and t h i s p r o p o r t i o n may have r i s e n with the subsequent 
r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n in undeveloped a r e a s . Parks and outdoor r e c r e a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s were t h i r d i n importance; P r o s p e c t Park , Marine Pa rk , Canars i e 
Park , Dyker Beach Park , the smal le r parks and the l a r g e Spring Creek Park now 
being developed, the Coney I s l a n d beaches and o the r outdoor f a c i l i t i e s ac -
counted f o r 11,249 ac res i n 1955-56, or 22 .2 pe rcen t of the borough ' s land 
a r e a . Thus, more than t h r e e - f o u r t h s of Brooklyn ' s a c r e s were devoted to these 
t h r e e major forms of land use - t r a f f i c , homes, and parks and outdoor r e c r e a -
t i o n . 

Despi te the high degree of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n c e r t a i n communi-
t i e s , aj.1 the i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s , warehouses, s to rage yards and s e r v i c e 
f a c i l i t i e s , markets and r e t a i l shops, banks and o f f i c e b u i l d i n g s , e t c . 
occupied only 3,479 ac res or 7 pe rcen t of the t o t a l a rea i n 1955-56. Some 
44 pe r cen t of t h i s acreage i s found i n fou r w a t e r f r o n t communi t ies .2 / Con-
s i d e r a b l e commercial and i n d u s t r i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n has been r epo r t ed i n r e c e n t 
yea r s . 

The v a r i e t y of p u b l i c f a c i l i t i e s such as p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s 
and p u b l i c schoo ls , pub l i c and p r i v a t e h o s p i t a l s , i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the aged, 
s e t t l e m e n t s , boys' c lubs , o t h e r s o c i a l agenc ies , p r i v a t e s choo l s , museums, 
churches and synagogues, as wel l as the Greenwood Cemet'i-ry and the cemete r i e s 
near the Queens boundary i n Eas t New York, r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g l y u t i l i z e on ly 
2,092 or 4 . 1 pe r cen t of the l and . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s - the t r a c k s , 
yards and s t a t i o n s of the Long I s l a n d R a i l r o a d , Floyd Bennett F i e l d , s h i p -
ping, subway and s u r f a c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s - took up on ly 1,827 ac res 
or 3.6 p e r c e n t . 

In 1955-56, Brooklyn s t i l l had 4,048 vacant a c r e s , 8 p e r c e n t of 
i t s gross space. R e s i d e n t i a l and bus ines s c o n s t r u c t i o n - p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the l e s s developed a reas such as F l a t l a n d s and Canars ie - i n a d d i t i o n to 
highway c o n s t r u c t i o n must have reduced the vacant land to an even sma l l e r 
p ropo r t i on by 1959. Even i n 1955-56, on ly Manhattan wi th 2 .7 p e r c e n t of i t s 
land vacant had l e s s unused land than Brooklyn. 

I n de sc r ib ing the i n d i v i d u a l communities, the d i v e r s e forms of 
land use have been expressed as a p r o p o r t i o n of what the C i t y P lanning Depa r t -
ment c a l l s the "ne t a r e a " ; t h a t i s , the g ross acreage minus the a c r e s used 
fo r s t r e e t s , roads and o t h e r t r a f f i c e a r t e r i e s o r the land a v a i l a b l e f o r 

7 / Wil l iamsburg, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, Greenpoint and Sunset Park-Gowanus. 
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community purposes . The fo l lowing a n a l y s i s of the net area supplements the 
fo regoing d i s c u s s i o n of the gross a r ea : 

Land use i n Brooklyn: 1955-56 

Use Acres 
Pe rcen t 

of t o t a l 

Gross area 50,633 100.0 

Mapped s t r e e t s 15,056 29.7 

Net area 35,577 100.0 

Vacant 4,048 11.4 
Parks and outdoor 

r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 11,249 31.6 
Residences 12,882 36.2 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l and o t h e r 

f a c i l i t i e s 2,092 5 .9 
Commerce and i n d u s t r y 3,479 9 .8 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 1,827 5 . 1 

When the cemputation i s based on the "community a rea ," commerce 
and i n d u s t r y absorbed n e a r l y 10 p e r c e n t , the space devoted to homes over 36 
p e r c e n t . Comparable percentages f o r r e s i d e n t i a l space i n the o the r boroughs 
a re 38 pe r cen t i n Queens, 34 pe rcen t i n Manhattan, 27 pe rcen t i n the Bronx 
and 16 pe r cen t i n Richmond. 

Popu la t i on d e n s i t y 

On the b a s i s of the 1955-56 r e s i d e n t i a l acreage and the 1957 popu-
l a t i o n , Brooklyn ranked t h i r d among the boroughs i n popu la t i on d e n s i t y with 
202 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . Manhattan had the h i g h e s t d e n s i t y , 
Richmond the lowes t , while Bronx ranked second and Queens f o u r t h . Manhattan 
had 538.6 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e , Bronx, 260.5, Queens,87.1, and 
Richmond,43.7. 

Within Brooklyn, the popu la t i on dens i ty va r i ed among the communi-
t i e s from 119.6 persons pe r r e s i d e n t i a l acre to 337.2. The f i v e communities 
with the h i g h e s t dens i t y i n 1957 were i n descending o rde r Wil l iamsburg, 
Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Brownsvi l le , South Brooklyn-Red Hook and 
Bedford-S tuyvesan t . The f i v e a t the o t h e r end of the s c a l e in ascending 
o rde r were Cana r s i e , Midwood-Flat lands, Sheepshead Bay, Gravesend, and Bay 
Ridge. 

Popu la t i on growth 

The t e r r i t o r y now the Borough of Brooklyn had 4,495 i n h a b i t a n t s a t 
the time of the f i r s t decennia l census i n 1790. The l a t e s t decennia l census 
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i n 1950 found 2,738,175 persons i n the same land a r e a , a popu la t i on l a r g e r 
than t h a t of P h i l a d e l p h i a and Los Angeles i n 1950$ only the c i t y of which i t 
i s a p a r t and Chicago exceeded Brooklyn 's p o p u l a t i o n i n 1950, The S p e c i a l 
Census of 1957 i n d i c a t e d some dec l ine from 1950 to 2 ,602 ,433 . 

F i f t y years a f t e r the f i r s t census , i n 1840, the p o p u l a t i o n had 
r i s e n to 47,613, but most of the i n c r e a s e came between 1830 and 1840. The 
1830's marked the beginning of a per iod of r ap id and a c c e l e r a t i n g growth. At 
the end of the second f i f t y years (1890) t h e r e were 833,547 r e s i d e n t s . The 
opening of the twen t i e th cen tu ry saw Brooklyn pass the m i l l i o n mark. The 
1900 Census enumerated 1,166,582 r e s i d e n t s , s l i g h t l y more than t h r e e - f i f t h s 
of Manhat tan ' s p o p u l a t i o n . The heavy immigrat ion of the pe r iod and the move-
ment of Manhattan r e s i d e n t s to Brooklyn had added 567,000 to the Brooklyn 
popu la t ion i n the two decades from 1880 to 1900. 

The growth cont inued during the t w e n t i e t h cen tu ry ; a r i s e of 
468,000 brought the 1910 popu l a t i on to 1 ,634,351 and a f u r t h e r r i s e of 
384,005 brought the 1920 popu l a t i on to 2 ,018 ,356 . This was the l a s t year i n 
which Manhat tan ' s popu la t i on (2,284,103) exceeded Brook lyn ' s . The decade of 
the twen t i e s added over 542,000 r e s i d e n t s and Brooklyn ' s 2 ,560 ,401 i n h a b i t -
an t s i n 1930 exceeded the d e c l i n i n g Manha t tan ' s p o p u l a t i o n . 

The r a t e of growth n a t u r a l l y s lackened a f t e r 1910; i n the decade 
p r i o r to 1910 the r i s e was 40 pe rcen t ; i n the next decade i t was 23 p e r c e n t 
with a 27 pe rcen t r i s e dur ing the 1920 ' s . But t h i s was the end of the 
r ap id popu la t ion upsurge . During the dep re s s ion years the p o p u l a t i o n grew 
by 138,000, a modest 5 p e r c e n t , t o 2 ,698,285 i n 1940 but fower' than 40,000 
were added i n the next decade - an i n c r e a s e of only 1 .5 p e r c e n t . The l o s s 
during the seven yea r s from 1950 to 1957 not only e rased the small g a i n of 
the 1940's but a l so much of the growth dur ing the 1930 ' s . The 1957 popu la -
t i o n f e l l 5 pe rcen t below the 1950 f i g u r e ; i t was a l s o below the 1940 popu la -
t i o n - , b y almost 96,000 persons - and was only 42,000 above the 1930 popu la -
t i o n . S / 

In 1920 when New York Ci ty had 5 ,620,048 r e s i d e n t s and Manhattan 
was the most populous of the boroughs, 35.9 pe r cen t of the C i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s 
l i ved i n Brooklyn. Since 1930, as the next t a b u l a t i o n shows, Brooklyn has 
had more r e s i d e n t s than any o t h e r borough. I t s share of the t o t a l , however, 
has been moving downward - from 36.9 p e r c e n t i n 1930 to 33 .4 p e r c e n t i n 
1957 - as Queens•share has been mounting. 

Popu la t ion of New York C i t y , by borough: 1930-1957 
( I n thousands) 

1930 1940 1950 1957 
P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t 

of of of of 
Borouqh Number t O t a l Number t o t a l Number t o t a l Number t o t a l 

New York C i t y 6,930 100.0 7,455 100.0 7 ,892 100.0 7 ,795 100.0 

Bronx 1,265 18 .3 1,395 18.7 1,451 18.4 1,424 18 .3 
Brooklyn 2,560 36 .9 2,698 36 .2 2,738 34.7 2,602 33 .4 
Manhattan 1,867 26 .9 1,890 25 .4 1,960 24.8 1,794 23.0 
Queens 1,079 15.6 1,298 17.4 1,551 19.7 1,763 22 .6 
Richmond 158 2 . 3 174 2 . 3 192 2 . 4 212 2 .7 

8 / A c t u a l l y , the indigenous popu la t ion i n 1957 was l e s s than 35,000 above the 
comparable f i g u r e f o r 1930; Army and Navy personne l were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
over 7 ,000 of the excess . 



xiv 

Community changes: The changes i n the t o t a l popu la t ion of Brooklyn 
between 1930 and 1957 r e f l e c t d ive r se t r ends among the i n d i v i d u a l communi-
t i e s . In g e n e r a l , the borough t rend r e p r e s e n t s a l o s s of 178,863 i n the num-
ber of i n h a b i t a n t s i n nine l o n g - s e t t l e d and dense ly-popula ted communities, 
counterbalanced by an i n c r e a s e of 213,531״ i n e leven communities. 

Six of the nine communities whose 1957 popu la t i on i s below the 
1930 l e v e l have experienced a continuous dec l i ne s ince 1930 with cumulat ive 
decreases ranging from 14.4 i n East New York to 27 .3 pe r cen t i n Greenpoint! 
the pe rcen tages f o r the o t h e r four i n t h i s group were 14.8 in South Brooklyn-
Red Hook, 15.6 i n Sunset Park-Gowanus, 16.9 i n Brownsvi l le , and 22 .1 i n 
Wil l iamsburg. I n t h ree o t h e r communities the 1957 popu la t ion was below 
1930 ' s . In one - Bedford-Stuyvesant - the d i f f e r e n c e from 1930 was n e g l i -
g i b l e (141 persons) but i t may be s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t the r educ t ion from 1950 
to 1957 erased the e n t i r e i n c r e a s e from 1930 to the 1950 peak. Park S l o p e ' s 
popu la t i on a l so cont inued i t s r i s e through 1950 but the decrease i n 1957 
wiped out t h i s growth and brought a net d e c l i n e of 4 .6 p e r c e n t . Bushwick-
Ridgewood's d e c l i n e did not s t a r t u n t i l a f t e r 1940 but the 1957 popu l a t i on 
was 10.5 pe rcen t below 1930. In 1930 these nine communities had 1,388,195 
r e s i d e n t s or 54.2 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l . In 1957 t h e i r combined 
popu la t i on of 1,209,332 was only 46 .5 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

Among the eleven communities whose popu la t ions were h ighe r i n 1957 
than i n 1930, nine l o s t r e s i d e n t s between 1950 and 1957; t h i s group had a 
t o t a l popu la t ion of 1,092,128 i n 1930, 42.7 pe rcen t of the borough t o t a l , 
and 1 ,247,594, or 47.9 pe rcen t of the 1957 Brooklyn t o t a l . In f i v e of these 
communities - Crown He igh t s , Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Borough Pa rk -
Kensington, Bay Ridge, and Bensonhurst - the 1957 popu la t ions were from 1 .3 
to 3 .8 pe rcen t above the 1930 l e v e l s . The number of r e s i d e n t s i n the o t h e r 
four show s u b s t a n t i a l growth: 18 pe rcen t i n Gravesend, 24 pe rcen t i n Coney 
I s l a n d and 39 pe rcen t both i n F l a tbush -Eas t Flatbush and Midwood-Flatlands. 

The only two communities to have a s teady unbroken growth i n 
popu la t i on from 1930 to 1957 - Canars ie and Sheepshead Bay - a re two o u t -
ly ing neighborhoods on Jamaica Bay, f a r t h e s t from, and l e a s t a c c e s s i b l e 
from, "downtown" Brooklyn. Despi te a 74 pe rcen t i n c r e a s e over 1930 i n each 
community, t h e i r combined 1957 popu la t ion amounted to only 5 .2 pe rcen t of 
Brooklyn ' s t o t a l ; i n 1930 t h e i r share of the borough 's popu la t ion was only 
t h r e e p e r c e n t . 

Popu la t i on d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Tables 2 and 3 p r e s e n t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l Brooklyn 
popu l a t i on among the twenty communities and the U.S. Government Rese rva t ions . 
When the communities a re ranked i n o rder of the number of r e s i d e n t s w i t h i n 
t h e i r borders i n 1957, the top- ranking seven contained exac t ly h a l f the 
borough t o t a l and the top t en almost t w o - t h i r d s (65.7 p e r c e n t . ) 
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The community ranking of the top ten was i d e n t i c a l i n 1950$ the top seven 
were the home of 50.8 pe r cen t and the top t e n of 66 .5 pe r cen t of the 1950 
p o p u l a t i o n . Twenty years e a r l i e r , however, Bushwick-Ridgewood e leven th i n 
1957, ranked n i n t h ; Midwood-Flatlands, n in th i n 1957, ranked f o u r t e e n t h . 
The communities i n order of popu la t ion s i z e i n 1950 and 1957 and t h e i r 1930 
rank a r e given he re : 

P o p u l a t i o n 
Rank i n 1950 and 1957 Rank i n 1930 d e n s i t y : 1957 

1. Bedford-Stuyvesant 1 s t 271.0 
2. F l a tbush -Eas t F la tbush 5th 182.9 
3. Bensonhurst 6 th 161.7 
4. Brownsvi l le 2nd 304.3 
5. Bay Ridge 7 th 158.0 
6. Will iamsburg 3rd 337.2 
7 . Crown Heights 8 th 251.2 
8. Eas t New Ycrk 4 th 181.8 
9. Midwood-Flatlands Bushwick-Ridgewood 123.2 

10. Park Slope 10 th 264.1 

Five of the communities c i t e d as among the top t e n i n p o p u l a t i o n 
s i z e i n 1957 a re a l so among the ten most dense ly popula ted : Bedford-
S tuyvesan t , Brownsvi l le , Wil l iamsburg, Crown Heights and Park Slope; t h e i r 
popu la t ion d e n s i t y averaged from 251 to 337 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . 
The d e n s i t y i n the o the r f i v e was r e l a t i v e l y low, ranging from 123.2 to 
182.9. 

C u l t u r a l groups: 1950 and 1957 

Popu la t i on da t a : Table 1 p r e s e n t s the .1950 Census da ta on popula -
t i o n by co lo r i n a form comparable with the i n fo rma t ion secured i n the 
Spec ia l Census of 1957: 

Table 1. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COLOR: 1950 AND 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Color Number P e r c e n t ; 

of t o t a l i Number ; P e r c e n t 
1 of t o t a l 

P e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e 

Al l c l a s s e s 2 ,738.175 
! 

100.0 | 2 ,602,433 j 100.0 - 5 .0 

White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite races 

2 ,525,118 
208,478 

4,579 

1 

92 .2 1 
7 . 6 ! 

0 . 2 ! 

2 ,290,653 
307,796 

3,934 

1 88 .0 
11 .8 

j 0 . 2 

- 9 . 3 
47 .6 

- 1 3 . 0 

The 1957 Census, and t h e r e f o r e Table 1, throws no l i g h t on an impor-
t a n t segment of the Brooklyn popu l a t i on - pe rsons of Puer to Rican o r i g i n . I n 
accordance with r e g u l a r census p rocedures , pe rsons born in P u e r t o Rico and 
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persons of Puer to Rican descent are counted as c i t i z e n s of na t ive b i r t h and 
a re c l a s s i f i e d as white or nonwhite. A spec i a l t a b u l a t i o n of the 1950 Census 
enumerated 40,299 persons of Puer to Rican b i r t h or pa ren tage then l i v i n g i n 
Brooklyn, 1 .5 pe rcen t of the borough 's t o t a l popu la t i on . Most of these 
Puer to Ricans - 37,812 or 93.8 pe r cen t - a re included i n the 1950 Census 
f i g u r e f o r the white popu la t i on ; the ba lance a re i n the nonwhite f i g u r e s . 

Continued i n - m i g r a t i o n from Puer to Rico, b i r t h s to Puer to Rican 
r e s i d e n t s , and, appa ren t l y , a movement from Manhattan a re known to have 
g r e a t l y inc reased the s i z e of t h i s group i n Brooklyn. Evidence i s found i n 
the i n c r e a s i n g number of b i r t h s to mothers born i n Puer to Rico and i n the 
growing number of Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the p u b l i c schoo ls . On the b a s i s 
of e s t i m a t e s of the C i t y ' s r e s i d e n t s of Puer to Rican b i r t h or parentage made 
f o r va r ious da t e s by the C i t y Planning Department and by the Migra t ion D iv i -
s i on , Department of Labor, Commonwealth of Puer to Rico, the number of Puer to 
Ricans of the f i r s t and second g e n e r a t i o n l i v i n g i n Brooklyn i n Apr i l 1957 
may be i n the neighborhood of 150,000 to 157,000, o r p o s s i b l y even 160,000. 
This e s t i m a t e , though s u b j e c t to e r r o r , provides a more r e a l i s t i c p i c t u r e of 
the p o p u l a t i o n than t h a t p re sen ted i n Table 1. Assuming t h a t the 1957 d i v i -
s i on between white and nonwhite Puer to Ricans i s the same as i n 1950, and 
us ing the mid-point e s t ima te of 157,000, the approximate popu la t ion d i s t r i b u -
t i o n by c u l t u r a l group i s as fo l lows : 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of Brooklyn popu l a t i on , 
by c u l t u r a l group: 1950 and 19571/ 

C u l t u r a l 
group 1950 1957 

Al l c l a s s e s 100.0 100.0 

White 90.8 82 .3 
Puer to Rican 1 .5 6 .0 
Negro 7 . 5 11.5 
Other nonwhite races 0 . 2 0 . 2 

1 / 1950 based on Table 3a; 1957 es t ima ted . 

These ad ju s t ed f i g u r e s which t r e a t Puer to Ricans as a sepa ra te 
group i n d i c a t e a l o s s from 1950 to 1957 of near ly 344,000 white Brooklyn 
r e s i d e n t s , o r 13.8 p e r c e n t . Th i s r educ t i on was counterbalanced by a gain of 
some 116,700 Puer to Ricans (290 pe rcen t ) and a 45 pe rcen t r i s e i n the number 
of Negroes. 

The growth i n the Negro popu la t ion during recen t decades has been 
impress ive i n i t s volume and r a p i d i t y - from not q u i t e 32,000 i n 1920 to a l -
most 308,000 i n 1957. Between 1920 and 1930, the Negro group more than 
doubled i n s i z e ; i n the next t e n years the number rose from 68,921 to 107,263 
i n 1940 (55.6 pe rcen t ) but the g r e a t e s t i n f l u x came i n the 1940 ' s ; the add i -
t i o n of 101,215 Negroes brought the 1950 popu la t ion to 208,478, a 94 pe rcen t 
i n c r e a s e . From 1950 to 1957 another 99,300 persons were added to the Negro 



group, an increase of 47.6 percent. 

Table 2 d i s t r i b u t e s the 1957 popu la t i on among the twenty communi-
t i e s i n accordance with the census co lo r c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Although every 
community had some Negro r e s i d e n t s , some 54 p e r c e n t l i v e d i n Bedford-
S tuyvesan t ; t h i s i s a h igh degree of c o n c e n t r a t i o n but l e s s than i n 1950 
when 66 pe rcen t of Brooklyn ' s Negro r e s i d e n t s l i v e d i n t h i s one communi-
t y . i S / (The 1950 d i s t r i b u t i o n i s shown in Table 3 . ) As the Negro popu la -
t i o n has grown, i t has spread in to cont iguous a r e a s . I n 1950 the communi-
t i e s a d j a c e n t to Bedford-Stuyvebant conta ined almost 28 pe rcen t of the 
Negroes i n Brooklyn; in 1957 they conta ined 36 .5 p e r c e n t . Thus i n 1950 
94 p e r c e n t and i n 1957, 90 .5 pe rcen t of Brooklyn ' s Negroes l i ved i n 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and i t s cont iguous communities - c h i e f l y Crown He igh t s 
and Brownsvi l le . 

Table 3 p r e s e n t s the d i s t r i b u t i o n i n 1950 of the Puer to Rican 
popu l a t i on by community based on the census enumerat ion. At t h a t t ime , 35 
pe rcen t of the Puer to Ricans l i ved i n Wil l iamsburg, and the co l on i e s i n 
Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and Bedford-S tuyvesan t 
accounted f o r another 45 p e r c e n t . The method used i n t h i s s tudy 11/ of d i s -
t r i b u t i n g the es t imated 1957 Puer to Rican p o p u l a t i o n by community i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t about 25 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l then l i v e d i n Wil l iamsburg . The 
1957 e s t ima te s f u r t h e r suggest a decrease in the p r o p o r t i o n of the Pue r to 
Rican r e s i d e n t s i n Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, and i n South Brooklyn-Red 
Hook but an i n c r e a s e i n Bedfo rd -S tuyvesan t ' s p r o p o r t i o n from l e s s than 12 to 
nea r ly 16 pe rcen t and an i n f l u x i n t o a d j a c e n t Brownsvi l le ; i n 1950 on ly 732 
Puer to Ricans l i v e d i n Brownsvi l le but the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n appears to be 
approximately 20,000 to 21,000, o r 13 p e r c e n t of Brooklyn ' s t o t a l Puer to 
Rican p o p u l a t i o n . 

Other communities which havo a t t r a c t e d the Puer to Ricans i n sub-
s t a n t i a l numbers s ince 1950 a re Greenpoint , Bushwick-Ridgewood, Crown 
He igh t s , East New York, Park Slope, Sunset Park-Gowanus, Bay Ridge, and 
Coney I s l a n d , though the Puer to Ricans i n Greenpoint and Sunset Pa rk -
Gowanus a re a smal le r p r o p o r t i o n of the borough t o t a l than they were i n 
1950. 

Table 2a, der ived from Table 2, p rov ides i n summary form a review 
of the r e l a t i v e importance of each of the c u l t u r a l groups except the Pue r to 
Ricans w i t h i n the i n d i v i d u a l communities. Tab les 3 and 3a p r e s e n t da ta from 
the 1950 Census s i m i l a r t o - t h e 1957 s t a t i s t i c s except t h a t f o r 1950 i t i s 
p o s s i b l e to show a c t u a l data f o r persons of Puer to Rican b i r t h o r p a r e n t a g e . 

2/ To main ta in comparab i l i ty wi th e a r l i e r censuses , the 1950 and 1957 da ta 
used i n t h i s paragraph inc lude the nonwhite Puer to Ricans - 2,487 i n 1950 
and an es t imated 9,700 i n 1957. 

10/ The degree of c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n Bedford-Stuyvesant i s d i s cus sed f o r the 
pe r iod 1930 to 1957 i n the d e s c r i p t i o n of t h a t community i n Volume I . 

11/ For a d e s c r i p t i o n of the method, see the s e c t i o n Notes on Source M a t e r i a l . 
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Table 2. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN> BY COMMUNITY AND BY COLOR: CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
All classes White!/ : Negro 

Other 
nonwhite 
race82/ Community 

Number 
Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent Number 

Per-
cent 

Total 2,602,1133 100.0 2,290,653 100.0 307,796 100.0 3,9811 100.0 

}reenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick- Ridgewood 

60,101! 
1119,1113 
115,016 

2.3 
5.7 
11.11 

59,896 
138,019 
112,107 

2.6 
6.0 
11.9 

158 
10,878 
2,825 

0 .1 
3.5 
0.9 

50 
2116 
811 

1.3 
6.2 
2.1 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene 

Be cford- Stuyve s ant 
Crcwn Heights 
Brjwnsville 
East New York 

86,863 
253,015 
1118,990 
172,613 
1117,751 

3.3 
9.7 
5.7 
6.6 
5.7 

69,011! 
86,1173 

111,898 
1311,020 
1111,183 

3.0 
3.8 
11.9 
5*8 
602 

17,387 
166,213 
36,819 
38,313 
6,1159 

5.6 
5U.0 
12.0 
12.11 
2 .1 

1162 
329 
273 
280 
109 

11.6 
8.3 
6.9 
7.0 
2.7 

Smth. Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Tark Slope 
;unset Park-Gowanus 
3ay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
!ravesend 
 oney Islandל

9U,332 
118,990 
98,368 

163,179 

1111,286 
177,350 
102,2911 

711,711 

3*6 
he 6 
3.8 
6.3 

11.11 
6.8 
3.9 
2.9 

82,960 
112,790 
985038 

162,8111! 

113,983 
176,610 
102,0511 

72,308 

3 .6 
11-9 
11.3 
7 .1 

5.0 
7.7 
U.5 
3.2 

11,070 
5,953 

181! 
1611 

205 
5611 
155 

2,263 

3.6 
1.9 
0 .1 
0 .1 

0 .1 
0.2 
0 .1 
0.7 

302 
2117 
1116 
171 

98 
176 

85 
1110 

7.6 
6.2 
3.7 
U.3 

2.5 
11.11 
2.1 
3.5 

Platbush-East 
Flatbush 

 anarsie׳,
lidwood-Flatlands 
..heepshead Bay 

239,101! 
117,033 

1110,817 
88,976 

9.2 
1.8 
5.11 
3.11 

235,7118 
113,8118 

1110,277 
87?895 

10.3 
1.9 
6 ,1 
3.8 

2,91111 
3,H10 

1113 
928 

1.0 
1.0 
0 .1 
0.3 

1112 
115 

127 
153 

10.3 
1.1 
3.2 
3.8 

't . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard3/ 9,1198 o.u 8,688 0.1! 761 0.2 119 1.2 

i n 1950 the percentage was 914• for Brooklyn• 
if Chiefly persons of Oriental birth or extraction and American Indians. 
T/ U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 2a. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES{ PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY COLORl/! CENSUS OF 1957 

All ; j Other 
Community classes White Negro nonwhite 

races 

Total 100.0 88.0 11.8 0 .2 

Greenpoint 100.0 99.6 0 .3 0 . 1 
Williamsburg 100.0 92.5 7.3 0 .2 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 100.0 97.5 2.U 0 . 1 

Brooklyn Heights- 1 
79.5 0 .5 Ft . Greene 100.0 79.5 20.0 0 .5 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 100.0 3he2 65.7 0 . 1 
Crown Heights 100.0 7 5 a 21*0 7 0.2 
Brownsville 100.0 77.6 22,2 0 .2 
East New York 10090 95.5 U.U 0 . 1 

South Brooklyn-
 ן
 ן

Red Hook 100.0 87.9 11.8 0 .3 
Park Slope 100.0 9iu8 5 .0 0 . 2 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100.0 99.7 0.2 0 . 1 
Bay Ridge 100.0 99.8 0 .1 0 . 1 
Borough Park-Kensington 100.0 99.7 0.2 0 . 1 
Bensonhurst 100.0 99.6 0 .3 0 . 1 
Gravesend 100 00 99.8 0.2 0 . 1 
Coney Island 100.0 96.8 3.0 0 .2 

Flatbush-East Flatbush 100o0 98.6 1.2 0 .2 
Canarsie 100u0 93.2 6.7 0 . 1 
Midwood-Fla t la nds 100.0 99.6 0.3 0 . 1 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 98.8 1.0 0 .2 

Ft. Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard 100.0 91.5 8.0 0 .5 

j / Based on data in Table 2. 



Table 3. - POPULATION COP BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY COLOR OR NATIVITY: CENSUS OP 1950 

All c lasses White 1 / Puerto Rican Negro i / Other nonwhite 
M ri A n 1 / 

Community races. / Community Per- Per- Per- Number 
Per- Number Per-

Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent Number cent 

Total 2.738,175 100.0 2,487,306 100.0 40,299 100.0 205,996 100.0 4,574 100.0 

Greenpoint 68,316 2 .5 67,313 2.7 846 2.1 54 2/ 103 2.3 
Williamsburg 168,039 6.1 146,085 5.9 14,014 34.8 7,447 3.6 493 10.8 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 123,606 4.5 123,150 5.0 313 0.8 74 2/ 69 1.5 

Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene 87,848 3.2 74,312 316.5 757 2.8 5.739 17.5 7,040 0־ 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 269,588 9.8 127,376 5,1 4,769 11.8 136,834 66.4 609 13.3 
Crown Heights 160,689 5.9 142,391 5.7 48 5 1.2 17,677 8.6 136 3.0 
Brownsville 185,108 6.8 160,330 6 .4 732 1.8 23,824 11.6 222 4.8 
East New York 159,333 5.8 156,532 6.3 224 0.6 2,459 1.2 118 2.6 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook 98,389 3.6 88,430 3.6 6,266 15.6 3,189 1 .5 504 11.0 
Park Slope 128,197 4.7 124,418 5.0 1,382 3 .4 2,143 1.1 254 5.5 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 110,437 4.0 108,255 43.6 164 0.1 198 4.5 1,820 4 ־ 
Bay Ridge 173,180 6 .3 172,604 6.9 345 0.9 121 0.1 110 2 .4 
Borough Park-Kensington 127,003 4.6 126,439 5.1 216 0.5 248 0.1 100 2.2 
Bensonhurst 193,773 7.1 192,649 7«7 221 0.5 751 0 .4 152 3.3 
Gravesend 102,361 3 .7 101,746 4.1 254 0.6 283 0.1 78 1.7 
Coney Island 81,816 3.0 80,356 3.2 196 0 .5 1,118 0.6 146 3.2 
Flatbush—East Flatbush 239,669 8.8 237.158 9.5 376 0.9 1,900 0.9 235 5.1 
Canarsie 38,611 1 .4 37,304 1 .5 444 1.1 785 0 .4 78 1.7 
Midwood-Flatlands 142,720 5.2 141,865 5.7 247 0.6 458 0.2 150 3.3 
Sheepshead Bay 78,019 2.8 77,164 3.1 98 0.3 685 0.3 72 1.6 
Ft . Hamilton and , 

U.S. Navy Yard-2/ 1.^73 0.1 1.^29 
1 

0.1 11 2 / 9 2 / 24 0.5 

Other nonwhite Negro (2,482) and other nonwhite (5), Table 3a presents the foreign-horn white percentages• 
races are chief ly of Oriental birth or extraction and American Indians. 

2/ Less than one—tenth of one percent. 
2.1 U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 3a, - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES{ PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY COLOR OR NATIVITYi/t CENSUS OF 1950 

Community All 
classes 

Continental 
native 
white 

Foreign-
born 

white 
Puerto 
Rican 

Negro 
Other 

nonwhite 
races 

Total 100.0 67.8 23.0 1.5 705 0 .2 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

76.8 
60.lt 
78 •U 

21.7 
26.6 
21.2 

1.2 
8.3 
0.2 

0 . 1 
h.k 
0 . 1 

0 .2 
0 .3 
0 . 1 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft, Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

68.8 
36.2 
65.8 

71.9 

15.8 
11,0 
22.8 
32,5 
26?k 

8.0 
1.8 
0.3 
0,4 
0 . 1 

6.5 
50.8 
11 .0 
12.9 

1.5 

0.9 
0 .2 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island H

H
H

H
 

M
 H

 H
 H
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O
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O
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o
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o
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680 7 
76.8 
69.9 
77.2 

71.6 
70.U 
72.2 
6lu6 

21.2 
 2״20
28.1 
22.5 

28.0 
29.0 
27«2 
33.6 

6.4 
1 .1 
1.6 
0 .2 

0.2 
0 .1 
0 .2 
0 .2 

3.2 
1.7 
0 .2 
0 . 1 

0.2 
o.k 
0.3 
1.U 

0 .5 
0 .2 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 

0 . 1 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 
0.2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

79.0 
77.5 
80.7 
77.8 

19.9 
19.1 
18.7 
21.1 

0 .2 
1 .1 
0 .2 
0 . 1 

0.8 
2.0 
0.3 
0.9 

0 . 1 
0 .2 
0 . 1 
0 . 1 

Ft . Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy lard 100.0 93.6 3.U 0.7 0 .6 1 .6 

1 / Based cn data in Table 3• 



xxii 

B i r t h s t a t i s t i c s : Current da ta on l i v e b i r t h s a re t abu la t ed as 
white o r nonwhite and a s p e c i a l count i s made of b i r t h s to mothers born i n 
Puer to Rico. T|tis d i s t r i b u t i o n of b i r t h s obvious ly does not correspond to 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l popu la t ion because of d i f f e r e n c e s among the 
s eve ra l groups i n age composit ion and f e r t i l i t y r a t e s . 1 2 / 

During 1957, 55,738 babies were born to Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s . B i r t h s 
to Puer to Rican mothers - 5,762 - c o n s t i t u t e d 10.3 pe r cen t of the t o t a l j 
almost 98 pe r cen t of these were c l a s s i f i e d as "white•." Nonwhite b i r t h s , 
i . e . , Negro and o t h e r r a c e s , when nonwhite Puer to Ricans a re excluded, 
amounted to 20.4 pe rcen t of the t o t a l , and white b i r t h s , excluding white 
Puer to Ricans , to 69 .3 p e r c e n t . During 1958, b i r t h s to Puer to Rican mothers 
were a s l i g h t l y h ighe r p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l - 11,2 pe rcen t - and so was 
the nonwhite percentage of 22 .2 , while the white b i r t h s decreased to two-
t h i r d s of the 56,015 b i r t h s . Table 4 p r e s e n t s the percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of b i r t h s by communities f o r the years 1952, 1957 and 1958. 

School d a t a : The s t a t i s t i c s on the "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
p u p i l s i n the p u b l i c schools compiled i n September 1957 and October 1958 by 
the Board of Educat ion a re based on the t e a c h e r s ' obse rva t i on and consequent-
l y a re s u b j e c t to some e r r o r . School d a t a , l i k e b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s , have 
t h e i r l i m i t a t i o n s as a measure of the c u l t u r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n . 1 2 / I n a d d i t i o n to age s t r u c t u r e and b i r t h r a t e s , a t t endance a t 
p a r o c h i a l and p r i v a t e schools a l so i n f l u e n c e s the e t h n i c d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
pub l i c school c h i l d r e n . 

In the absence of evidence to the con t r a ry , i t seems reasonab le to 
assume t h a t a h ighe r p r o p o r t i o n of a l l white c h i l d r e n than of a l l Negro or 
Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a t t e n d C a t h o l i c , Jewish and P r o t e s t a n t p a r o c h i a l 
schools , and a l so the p r i v a t e schools . According to a s p e c i a l s tudy by the 
school a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the Brooklyn C a t h o l i c Diocese, about 3,215 c h i l d r e n 
of Spanish-speaking p a r e n t s were a t t e n d i n g the Roman Ca tho l i c p a r o c h i a l 
schools i n Brooklyn i n June 1959. This count which may inc lude not only 
Puer to Ricans but c h i l d r e n of West I nd i an , South American and Spanish pa ren-
age c o n s t i t u t e s only about 3 . 3 pe rcen t of the almost 100,000 c h i l d r e n then 
i n the elementary p a r o c h i a l schoo ls . No in fo rma t ion on the number of Negro 
c h i l d r e n i n Brooklyn p a r o c h i a l schools i s a v a i l a b l e . 

Though i t i s q u i t e obvious t h a t the "e thn ic" d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the 
publ ic schools given i n the next t a b u l a t i o n does not r e f l e c t the d i s t r i b u -
t ion of the popu la t ion of a l l ages , i t does have value as an i n d i c a t i o n of 
cu r ren t and p o t e n t i a l changes i n the composit ion of the popu la t i on . I t i s 
a lso u s e f u l to o r g a n i z a t i o n s whose programs - educa t iona l or r e c r e a t i o n a l -
are d i r e c t e d to school-age c h i l d r e n and to groups u t i l i z i n g the pub l i c 
schools as a p o i n t of con t ac t with c h i l d r e n . For the purposes of t h i s s tudy , 

12/ For f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of the f a c t o r s to be cons idered , see Notes on 
Source Ma te r i a l on a subsequent page. 



Tahle - LIVE BIRTHS IN BROOKLYN BY CULTURAL GROUP? PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY COMMUNITY: 1952, 1957 AND 1958 

1952 1957 1958 
Conanunity t 

Totali White Non-
white 

Puerto 
Rican Total White Non-

white 
Puerto 
Rican Total : White , Non-

white 
Puerto 
Rican 

Total 100.0' 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
i 

100.0 1100.0 100.0 100.0 i 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

J. 
2.1 1 
6 .9 
4.3 

2 .4 
5.9 
5.2 

0.1 
4.5 
0.2 

2.2 
32.5 
1 .4 

1.9 
6.7 
4.4 

2 . 5 
4.8 
5.6 

0.1 
3.8 
1.5 

1.8 
25.4 

2 .4 

1.7 
6 .9 
4 .5 

1 2 . 3 
! 4.8 
! 5.7 

0.1 
3.6 
1.9 

1.6 
25.6 

2.5 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

3.8 
13.0 

5.5 
5.9 
5.5 

2.9 
 0״5
4.7 
5.1 
6.5 

5.8 
57-8 
10.5 
11.2 

1.2 

13.8 
12.0 

2*5 
2.9 
0.5 

3*7 
13*8 
5.-6 
6.9 
5.3 

2 .1 
2 .7 
4 .3 
3.9 
 5״6

6.2 
50.6 
12.0 
13.2 

2.3 

9.2 
15.1 
1 .8 

14.6 
2.7 

3 .8 
14.0 
5.6 
7.3 
5.2 

2.2 
2 .4 

; 4.2 
I 3 . 4 
| 6 .3 

6 .2 
48.9 
11.6 
13.9 

2.7 

8.8 
13.7 
2.2 

17.3 
3.0 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook 
Park Slope 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

4.1 
 J ״47
3.7 
5 .9! 
3.7 
6.7 
3.9 
2 .4 

3.8 
 2־5
4.3 
7.2 
4.6 
8.2 
4.8 
2.7 

2.9 
1.2 
0.1 
0.2 
0.2 
0.3 
0.2 
0.9 

14.3 
7.5 
5.3 
0.8 
0.2 
0.5 
0.2 
1.5 

4.3 
4.8 
3.6 
5.5 
3.8 
6.2 
4.1 
2.0 

3.5 
5.2 
4.5 
7.8 
5 .4 
8.9 
5 .8 
2 .4 

3.2 
2.5 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.3 
0.1 
1.0 

11.6 
6.8 
4.8 
0.5 
0.5 
0.3 
0.1 
1 .4 

4.2 
4 .8 
3.6 
5.5 
3.5 
5.9 
4 .4 
2.0 

! 3 .4 
i 5.2 
! 4.6 
! 8.1 
i 5.1 
i 8.8 
I 6.5 
i 2 .3 
j 

3.7 
2.9 
0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.2 
1.2 

10.5 
6.4 
5.0 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
0.3 
1.6 

Plafbush-East Flatbush 
Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

8.2 
1 .8 
4.6 
3.2 

10.0 
1.9 
5.7 
3.9 

0.7 
1 .4 
0.2 
0.3 

0.6 
0.8 
0.3 
0.2 

7.8 
2.0 
4.6 
2.8 

10.8 
2.5 
6.5 
4.0 

1.2 
1.0 
0.1 
0.3 

0.3 
0.6 
0.1 

2/ 

7.3 
2.2 
4.5 
2.9 

1 10.5 
3.0 
6.7 
4.2 

1.3 
0.9 
0.1 
0.2 

0.3 
0.2 
0.1 

2/ 

Ft. Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy YardI/ 0.1 0.1 - - 1 0.2 0.2 0.1 2/ 0.2 0.2 0.1 -

If U.S. Navy and U.S. Army personnel. Source: N.Y.C. Department of Health. 
2/ Less than one—tenth of one percent. 
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Tablfi 5. - CHIIDREN IN THE BROOKLYN PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS, BY 
CULTURAL GROUP: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY COMMUNITY OF SCHOOL'S 

LOCATION: 1957 AND 1958 

Enrolment September 1957 Enrolment October 1958 
Community i / Puerto All 

Total i Puerto All 
Total Negro Rican other Total i Negro Rican other 

Total 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

Greenpoint 1 . 2 0 . 6 1 . 8 1 . 3 1 . 2 0 . 7 1 . 8 1 . 2 
Williamsburg 6 , 6 6 . 0 2 U . U 3 . 5 6 . 7 6 . 6 2 U . 3 3 . 3 
Bushwick-Ridgewood U . 2 2 . U U . 1 U . 7 U . 3 3 . 1 U . 2 U . 7 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene 3 . 6 7 . 9 1 0 . 6 1 . 1 3 . 2 6 . 8 8 . 6 1 . 0 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 1 2 . 5 U 6 . 5 1 U . 8 2 , 0 1 2 . 6 U 5 . 3 lit. 2 1 . 7 
Crown Heights 3 . 7 7 * 7 2 . 5 2 . 7 U . U 9 . 1 1 . 8 3 . 5 
Brownsville 8 . 8 1 U . 1 1 U . 3 6 . 3 8 . 8 lit. 2 1 5 . 7 5 . 6 
East New York 7 . 0 3 . 2 U«U 8 . 6 7 . 3 3 . 7 5 . 1 8 . 9 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 2 . 9 U<57 ־ 4 1 1 . 6 3 ־ 3 U . 6 9 . 7 1 . 6 

Park Slope 3 . 7 2 . 7 703 3 . 3 3 . 1 1 . 5 6 . 2 2 . 9 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 2 . 5 2 ־ 3 / 5 %0 2 0 4 0 . 1 3 . 2 3 . 0 
Bay Ridge U . 2 0 . 1 1 » 3 5 , 9 3 . 9 0 . 1 1 . 2 5 . 7 
Borough Park-

Kensington U . 2 0 . 1 0 . 2 6 . 1 U . l 0 , 1 0 . 3 6 . 1 
Bensonhurst 6 . 7 0 . 2 0 . 1 9 . 9 6 . 6 0 . 2 0 . 2 9 . 9 
Gravesend I t . 6 0 . 2 0 . 1 6 . 7 11 .8 0 . 2 0 . 2 7 . 1 
Coney Island 3 . 5 1 . 0 1 . 8 U . 5 3 . 5 1 . 1 2 . 0 U . 6 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 8 . 1 0 . 8 0 . 2 1 1 . 7 7 . 7 0 . 9 0 , 3 1 1 . U 

Canarsie 2 . 7 1 . 5 0 . 7 3 . U 2 . 9 l . u 0 . 7 3 . 8 
Midwood-Flatlands U . 5 0 . 1 0 . 1 6 . 7 U . 8 0 . 1 0 , 1 7 . 2 
Sheepshead Bay lu7 0 . 3 0 . 1 6 . 9 U . U 0 . 2 0 . 1 6 . 7 

1/ No schools are located in the Federal reservations - U.S. Navy Yard and Ft. 
Hamilton. 

2/ Less than one-tenth of one percent. 

Source! Data collected by Bureau of Educational Program Research and Stat i s t i c s 
of the Board of Educations schools located by health area and data compiled 
by Community Council. 
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t he p u b l i c school da ta a re l i m i t e d to the elementary and j u n i o r high schoo ls 
open to neighborhood c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n the a p p r o p r i a t e school d i s t r i c t . 1 3 / 
The fo l lowing t a b u l a t i o n summarizes the borough d a t a j Table 5 p r e s e n t s t h e 
pe rcen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n by the community of the s c h o o l ' s l o c a t i o n . 

Ch i ld ren en ro l l ed i n p u b l i c e lementary and j u n i o r 
high schools i n Brooklyn: 1957 and 19581/ 

September 1957 October 1958 
Ethnic qroup Number Pe rcen t Number Pe rcen t 

Al l s t u d e n t s 261,130 100.0 265,397 100.0 

Negro 
Puer to Rican 
Al l o t h e r 

52,398 
32,029 

176,703 

20 .1 
12 .3 
67.7 

56,495 
34,845 

174,057 

21 .3 
13.1 
65.6 

1 / Compiled from data on i n d i v i d u a l schools c o l l e c t e d 
by the Bureau of Educa t iona l Program Research and 
S t a t i s t i c s , Board of Educa t ion . 

Age groups: 1950 and 1957 

Brooklyn a p p a r e n t l y cont inues to deserve the a p p e l l a t i o n "a borough 
of f a m i l i e s . " C e r t a i n l y the ch i l d and youth p o p u l a t i o n i s of major impor tance . 
In 1957, as Table 6 r e v e a l s , c h i l d r e n under 14 years of age formed 2 3 . 3 p e r -
cen t , and the e n t i r e group under 20 yea r s of age, 31 p e r c e n t of a l l the 
r e s i d e n t s . Even i n the Bronx and Queens the group under 20 years of age 
c o n s t i t u t e d only 30 and 30 .1 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . P a r t of the a b s o l u t e 
and p r o p o r t i o n a t e i n c r e a s e i n the c h i l d r e n 6 -13 yea r s o ld from 1950 to 1957 
undoubtedly r e f l e c t s the high b i r t h r a t e s of the immediate pos t -war y e a r s 
1944-1951; some p a r t may i n d i c a t e the i n - m i g r a t i o n of f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n . 

The low b i r t h r a t e s of the 1928-1937 pe r iod may be r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r p a r t of the s u b s t a n t i a l decrease i n young a d u l t s from 20 through 29 
years of age from 1950 to 1957. But i n p a r t , the r e d u c t i o n i n the number'of the 
twen ty -yea r -o ld s , as wel l as the decrease i n the gr6up 30 through 44 y e a r s of 
age, may be a t t r i b u t e d •to the exodus from the borough of many of the whi te 
r e s i d e n t s . The r i s e of n e a r l y 37,000 i n the number of c h i l d r e n from 6 to 
13 years of age, with a s imultaneous dec rease of almost 86,000 i n the a d u l t 
group which presumably i nc ludes t h e i r p a r e n t s , i . e . , t h o s e 30-44 y e a r s of age, 
p r e s e n t s an apparent paradox. A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n i s found i n the changes 
which occurred i n the age d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Bronx p o p u l a t i o n . Combined 
with the c u l t u r a l group s t a t i s t i c s , t hese age da ta imply t h a t the outward 
movement was among whi te couples wi thout c h i l d r e n o r wi th one o r two c h i l d r e n , 
and among the unmarr ied, while most of the newcomers - Negroes and P u e r t o 
Ricans - have many school -age c h i l d r e n . 

13/ High schoo l s , schools i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the s p e c i a l (600) schoo ls have 
been omit ted as not se rv ing a s p e c i f i c neighborhood. 



xxvi 

Table 6. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY AGE GROUP: 1950 AND 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Age group " ׳Percent ~Percent Percent Age group 

Number ! of Number of change 
• ta״tal • total 

All ages 2,738,175 100 ©0 2,602,433 100.0 5.0 ־ 

Under 6 years 288,498 10,5 275,269 10.6 -14.6 
 years 2914,1466 10.8 331,295 12.7 12.5 ־ 13 6
Ik - 19 years 205,071 7.5 200,9147 7.7 - 2.0 
20 - 214 years 213,318 7.8 1614,573 6.4 -22.9 
25 - 29 years 231,005 8.11 189,168 7.3 -18.1 
30 -414 years 666,432 214.3 580,677 22.3 -12.9 
145 - 614 years 636,5147 23.2 628,364 214.1 - 1.3 
65 years and over 202,838 1 7.14 1 232,140 8.9 

i 
1U.14 

Table 6a• - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY AGE GROUP AND SEX, 
AND RATIO OF MALES TO FEMALES 8 1950 AND 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Age group Males 

per 
100 

females 

" Males 
per 
100 

females 
Male Female 

Males 
per 
100 

females 
Male Female 

" Males 
per 
100 

females 

Al l ages 1,3314,030 1,14014,1145 95.0 1,261,888 1,3140,5145 914.1 

Under 6 years 
6 - 1 3 years 
114-19 years 
20 - 214 years 
25 - 29 years 
30 - 414 years 
145 - 614 years 
65 years and 

over 

1147,2142 
1149,979 
100,8147 
101,523 
110,310 
3114,327 
315,6149 

914,153 

141,256 
11414,1487 
1014,2214 
111,795 
120,695 
352,105 
320,898 

108,685 

104.2 
103.8 
96.8 
90.8 
91.14 
89.3 
98.4 

86.6 

1140,1423 
168,375 
99,905 
76,955 
92,122 

271,2142 
3014,812 

108,0514 

1314,846 
162,920 
101,0142 

87,618 
97,046 

309,1435 
323,552 

124,086 

104.1 
103.3 
98.9 
87.8 
914.9 
87.7 
914.2 

87.1 
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The "middle-aged" (45-64 years ) were somewhat fewer i n 1957 than i n 
1950 but the e l d e r l y popu la t i on (65 years o ld or o lde r ) rose by over 14 p e r -
cen t . The i n c r e a s e of over 29,000 i n the aged group r a i s e d i t s share of the 
t o t a l from 7 . 4 pe rcen t i n 1950 to 8 . 9 i n 1957. The percen tage r i s e , however, 
was small i n comparison with the i n c r e a s e of 25 p e r c e n t i n the Bronx aged. 
Among the i n d i v i d u a l Brooklyn communities the p r o p o r t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n 
which was aged var ied from 5 .8 pe r cen t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant and 5 .9 p e r c e n t 
i n Canars ie to 10.7 pe r cen t i n Eas t New York and 13.1 i n Coney I s l a n d . 
(Table 7b ) . 

The e i g h t age groups used i n Table 6, as wel l as i n the d e s c r i p t i o n s 
of the i n d i v i d u a l communities,were s e l e c t e d as the groups which appear to be 
most g e n e r a l l y u s e f u l i n p lanning a v a r i e t y of s o c i a l and educa t iona l s e r v i c e s . 

Table 7 gives f o r the borough as a whole, and f o r each of the commu-
n i t i e s , the number of 1957 r e s i d e n t s i n each of s i x age groups which may have 
va lue i n some c i rcumstances . The d e r i v a t i v e Table 7a shows the p r o p o r t i o n 
of the borough ' s c h i l d r e n under 14 yea r s of age, or the p r o p o r t i o n of the 
aged, to be found i n s p e c i f i c communities. The map w i l l d i s c l o s e the ne igh-
bor ing communities which may need to be considered i n p lann ing f o r a p a r -
t i c u l a r a r e a . Table 7b, on the o t h e r hand, enables the u s e r to compare the 
r e l a t i v e importance of c h i l d r e n o r t e e n - a g e r s , or any o t h e r group, w i t h i n 
the borough and wi th in each i n d i v i d u a l community. Table 8 and i t s d e r i v a -
t i v e t a b l e s p r e s e n t the 1950 Census da ta on a comparable b a s i s . 

Other p o p u l a t i o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

The socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of Brook lyn ' s r e s i d e n t s , as 
desc r ibed i n the 1950 Census, i n e v i t a b l y have been modif ied not only by the 
f i v e pe r cen t l o s s i n the s i z e of the popu la t i on but more d r a s t i c a l l y by 
the noteworthy changes i n i t s composi t ion, with the g r e a t e r c u l t u r a l and, 
p robab ly , more economic d i v e r s i t y . ' N e v e r t h e l e s s , a b r i e f summary of c e r t a i n 
major c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950 should a f f o r d a benchmark f o r e s t i m a t i n g the 
probable e x t e n t of r ecen t changes. 

Economic s t a t u s : The median income of .Brooklyn f a m i l i e s which was 
$3,447 f o r the year 1949, was below the l e v e l of the C i t y as a whole 
($3 ,526) ; Manhattan, where the median fami ly income was $3,073 was the only 
borough with a lower average . The median f o r Bronx was $3,612, f o r Richmond -
$3,845 and f o r Queens - $4 ,121. 
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Table 7• ־ POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY AGE GROUP? CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
All 
ages 

Under 114 
years 

14-19 
years 

20-24 
years 

25-104 
years 

145-614 
years 

65 years 
and over 

Total 2,602,433 606,5614 200,9147 1614,573 769,845 628,3614 232,1140 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

60,104 
1149,1143 
115,016 

13,750 
1 4 2 , 1 0 1 
26,322 

14,781 
13,0914 

8,859 

3,1431 
10,483 

7,228 

18,880" 
1414,318 
33,876 

13,566 
27,936 
26,617 

5,696 
11,211 
12,1114 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft. Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Grown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

86,863 
253,015 
1148,990 
172,613 
1147,751 

21,033 
69,085 
30,000 
1414,876 
314,855 

5,881 
19,637 
10,179 
13,14141 
11,0314 

5,997 
18,709 
9,6140 

10,522 
8,253 

27,553 
86,003 
145,302 
148,026 
142,477 

19,163 
145,002 
39,576 
38,736 
35,338 

7,236 
114,579 
114,293 
17,012 
15,7914 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-G0wanu3 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

914,332 
118,990 

98,368 
163,179 

114,286 
177,350 
102,2914 
714,711 

27,1484 
26,385 
21,981 
33,073 

24,262 
37,1461 
24,0146 
15,362 

8,772 
8p877 
7,879 

11,803 

8,625 
13,692 

7,971 
5,387 

6,768 
7 ע 7 0 7 
6,513 
9,189 

6,5141 
10,935 

6,182 
3,731 

27,708 
314,1480 
27,813 
145,386 

32,901 
52,869 
31,958 
18,523 

16,8414 
29,8914 
25,U50 
148,0314 

30,8147 
145,679 
23,788 
21,9014 

6,756 
11,647 

8,732 
15,6914 

11,110 
16,7114 

8,3U9 
9,8014 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

239,1014 
147,033 

1140,817 
88,976 

46,282 
14,525 
30,765 
22,193 

16,678 
3,551 

11,599 
7,168 

13,558 
2,606 
8,4114 
14,925 

67,312 
15,573 
39,228 
26,938 

71,008 
7,981 

39,013 
21,3614 

24,266 
2,797 

11,798 
6,388 

Ft• Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy YardM 9,1498 723 2,039 3,2141 2,721 6214 

! 
150 

1/ U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 7a. - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BROOKLYN POPULATION, BY 
Cd '4UNITY, BY AGE GROUP*/{ CENSUS CF 1957 

P . / 4 All Under 1U 1 די ו דודו חת ד • U - 1 9 , 2 0 - 2 U 2 5 - U U U 5 - 6 U 65 years \j UilttUUIULvj ages years years ! years years years and over 

Total 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

Greenpoint 2 . 3 2 . 3 204 2 . 1 2 , 5 2 . 2 2 . 5 
Williamsburg 5 . 7 6 . 9 6 . 5 6 . U 5 . 7 U . U U . 8 
Bushwick-Ridgewood U . U U . 3 U . U U . U U . U U . 2 5 . 2 

Brooklyn Heights-
3 . 5 Ft• Greene 3 . 3 3 . 5 2 . 9 3 . 6 3 . 6 3 . 0 3 . 1 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 9 . 7 l l . U 9 . 8 1 1 . U 1 1 . 2 7 . 2 6 . 3 
Crown Heights 5 . 7 U » 9 5 . 1 5 . 8 5 . 9 6 . 3 6 . 2 
Brownsville 6 . 6 7.1+ 6 . 7 6 , U 6 , 2 6 . 2 7 . 3 
East New York 5 . 7 5 . 7 5 . 5 5 . 0 5 . 5 5 . 6 6 . 8 

South Brooklyn-
U . 5 U0U Red Hook 3 . 6 U . 5 U0U U . l 3 0 6 2 . 7 2 . 9 

Park Slope U . 6 U 0 3 U . U U c 7 U 0 5 U . 8 5 . 0 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 3 . 8 3 9 6 3 0 9 U . 0 3 . 6 U . 0 3 . 8 
Bay Ridge 6 . 3 5 . 5 5 . 9 5 . 6 5 . 9 7 . 6 6 . 8 
Borough Park-

U . U Kensington U . U U . 0 U . 3 U . 0 U . 3 U . 9 U . 8 
Bensonhurst 6 . 8 6 . 2 6 . 8 6 . 6 6 . 9 7 . 3 7 . 2 
Gravesend 3 » 9 U 0 0 U . 0 3 . 7 u a 3 . 8 3 . 6 
Coney Island 2 . 9 2 . 5 2 . 7 2 . 3 2 . U 3 . 5 U . 2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 9 . 2 7 . 6 8 . 3 8 . 2 8 . 7 1 1 . 3 1 1 0 . 5 

Canarsie 1 . 8 2 . u 1 . 8 1 . 6 2 . 0 1 . 3 1 . 2 
Midwood-Flatlands 5 . U 5 . 1 5 . 8 5 . 1 5 . 1 6 . 2 5 . 1 
Sheepshead Bay 3 . U 3 0 7 3 . 6 3 . 0 3 . 5 3 . U 2 . 7 

Ft. Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ O . U 

i 
0 . 1 י 1 . 0 2 . 0 O . U 0 . 1 1 / 

1/ Based on data in Table 7. 
2/ Less than one-tenth of one percent• 
2 / U.S. Array and U.S. Navy personnel• 
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Table 7b. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY AGE GROUP!/: CENSUS OF 1957 

Community 
All Under 114 114-19 20-214 25-1414 145-614 65 years 

Community ages years years years years years and over 

Total 100.0 23.3 7.7 6.14 29.6 214.1 8.9 

Greenpoint 100.0 22.8 8.0 5.7 31.14 22.6 9.5 
Williamsburg 100.0 28.2 8.8 7.0 29.7 18.7 7.5 
Bushwick-Rid gewo od 100.0 22.9 7«7 6.3 29.5 23.1 10.5 

Brooklyn Heights-
214• 2 Ft. Greene 100.0 214• 2 6.8 6«9 31.7 22.1 8.3 

Bedford-Stuyve sant 100.0 27«2 7.8 7.14 314.0 17.8 5*8 
Crown Heights 100.0 20,1 6.8 69.6 26.6 30.14 5״ 
Brownsville 100.0 26.0 7.8 6*1 27.8 22.14 9.9 
East New York 100.0 2310.7 23.9 28.7 5.6 7.5 6 ־ 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 100.0 29.1 9*3 7.2 297.2 8 ־17 14־ 

Park Slope 10000 2202 7«U 6,5 29.0 25«1 9.8 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100 *0 22 <3 8.0 6,6 28,3 2509 8.9 
Bay Ridge 100 9.6 29.14 27.8 506 7.2 20.3 0־ 
Borough Park-

Kensington 100.0 21.2 7.5 5*7 28.8 27.0 9.7 
Bensonhurst 100.0 21.1 707 6.2 29.8 250 8 9.14 
Gravesend 100 8.2 23.3 31.2 6.0 708 23.5 0־ 
Coney Island 100.0 20,6 7.2 5.0 214.8 29.3 13.1 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 100.0 19.3 7.0 5  10.1 7 י 29 28.2 7.

Canarsie 100.0 30.9 7 •6 5,5 33.1 17.0 5.9 
Midwood-Flatlands 100.0 21.8 8.2 6.0 27.9 27.7 8.14 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 214.9 8 .1 5.5 30.3 214.0 7.2 

f t . Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 100.0 7.6 21.5 314.1 28.6 6.6 1.6 

1/ Based on data i n Table 7• 
2/ U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 8, - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN, BY COMMUNITY AND BY AGE GROUP: CENSUS OF 1950 

65 years 
and over 

U 5 - 6 U 
years 

2 5 - W 4 
years 

20-214 
years 

114-19 
years 

Under 114 
years 

All 
ages Community 

202,838 

1 4 , 5 2 6 
1 1 , 5 3 5 
1 1 , 1 9 9 

7 , 3 1 6 
1 6 , 7 8 9 
1 3 , 5 5 3 
114,560 
1 3 , 5 2 8 

6 , 1 9 3 
1 1 , 3 9 1 

7 , U 6 3 
1 3 , 1 4 5 5 

9 , 2 6 9 
1 2 , 9 5 3 

6 , 1 3 7 
6 , 5 5 1 

2 0 , 1 9 3 
2 , 0 1 5 
9,14014 
1 4 , 8 0 3 

6 3 6 , 5 1 4 7 

15,168 
3 3 , 6 2 3 
2 8 , 7 8 5 

2 1 , 0 1 0 4 
1 4 9 , 9 3 8 
1 * 2 , 2 3 3 
142,216 
3 6 , 7 8 7 

1 8 , 9 1 4 7 
3 1 , 5 6 1 

2 7 , 0 7 5 
145,5514 

3 0 , 2 3 7 
145,1461 
22,227 
22,020 

6 3 , 1 4 7 5 
6,6014 

3 5 , 1 4 5 3 
1 7 , 9 6 7 

172 

8 9 7 , 1 4 3 7 2 1 3 , 3 1 8 2 0 5 , 0 7 1 5 8 2 , 9 6 1 4 2 , 7 3 8 , 1 7 5 

2 3 , 5 0 0 
5 1 4 , 9 9 6 
3 9 , 1 5 1 4 

3 0 , 6 8 1 4 
9 5 , 9 9 3 
5 2 , 0 3 3 
5 9 , 0 7 0 
5 0 , 6 9 2 

3 1 , 3 1 4 1 
140,3114 

3 5 , 1 5 6 
5 1 4 , 9 1 3 

1 4 1 , 9 8 6 
614,7114 
314,201 
2 1 4 , 8 2 7 

7 8 , 8 1 7 
1 3 , 3 2 6 
1 4 5 , 6 6 2 
2 5 , 3 6 6 

692 

5 , 1 5 1 
114,3114 

9 , 5 0 6 

6 , 9 9 0 
214,0014 
11,6140 
1145131 
1 2 , 3 0 1 4 

8 ,1129 
10,102 

8 , 7 5 7 
12 ,212 

9 , 3 2 1 4 
1 5 , 3 3 1 

8,568 
6,260 

16,0141 
3 , 2 3 7 

10,500 
6,188 

3 2 9 

5 , 2 3 9 
314,2140 

9 , 2 3 7 

5 ,5145 
2 1 , 3 1 4 8 
11,150 
114,218 
11,968 

8 , 5 2 5 
9 , 6 3 8 

8 , 8 8 1 4 
1 2 , 5 1 1 

9 , 5 0 5 
114,14146 

8 , 0 1 4 6 
6 , 0 2 3 

1 1 4 , 9 0 3 
2 , 7 9 1 

1 0 , 7 6 2 
5 , 9 3 8 

1514 

1 1 4 , 7 3 2 
3 9 , 3 3 1 
2 5 , 7 2 5 

1 6 , 2 6 9 
61,516 
30,080 
1 4 0 , 9 1 3 
314,0514 

214*9514 
2 5 , 1 9 1 

23,102 
3 1 4 , 5 3 5 

26,682 
140,868 
2 3 , 1 8 2 
1 6 , 1 3 5 

146,2140 
10,638 
3 0 , 9 3 9 
1 7 , 7 5 7 

121 

68,316 
1 6 8 , 0 3 9 
1 2 3 , 6 0 6 

8 7 , 8 1 4 8 
2 6 9 , 5 8 8 
1 6 0 , 6 8 9 
185,108 
1 5 9 , 3 3 3 

9 8 , 3 8 9 
1 2 8 , 1 9 7 

1 1 0 , 1 4 3 7 
173,180 

1 2 7 , 0 0 3 
1 9 3 , 7 7 3 
1 0 2 , 3 6 1 
81,816 

2 3 9 , 6 6 9 
38,611 

1142 , 7 20 
7 8 , 0 1 9 

1 ,1473 

Total 

Greenpoint 
Williamsburg 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft, Greene 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Crown Heights 
Brownsville 
East New York 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 

Park Slope 
Sunset Park-

Gowanus 
Bay Ridge 
Borough Park-

Kensington 
Bensonhurst 
Gravesend 
Coney Island 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 

Canarsie 
Midwood-Flatlands 
Sheepshead Bay 

Ft. Hamilton and 
U.S״ Navy Yardl/ 

1/ U.S. Army and U.S, Navy personnel. 
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Table 8a. - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BROOKLYN POPULATION, BY COMMUNITY, 
BY AGE GROUPl/: CENSUS OF 1950 

r*. Affiiw״ דר׳ו רf.tr All Under 1U 1 U - 1 9 2 0 - 2 U 2 5 - U U U 5 - 6 U 65 years vvJilUiiUXiJ. ages years years years years years and over 

Total 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 e 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 

Greenpoint 2 . 5 2 , 5 2 . 6 2 c U 2 0 6 2 . U 20 2 
Williamsburg 6 . 1 6 . 7 6 . 9 6 . 7 6 . 1 5 * 3 5 . 7 
Bushwick-Ridgewood U . 5 U . U U . 5 U . 5 U . U U . 5 5 . 5 

Brooklyn Heights-
Ft . Greene 3 . 2 2 * 8 2 . 7 3 . 3 3 . U 3 . 3 3 . 6 

Bedford-Stuyve sant 9 * 8 1 0 . 6 1 0 . U 1 1 . 2 1 0 . 7 7 . 8 8 . 3 
Crown Heights 5 ־ 9 5 . 2 5 . U 5 * 6 8־»5 5 . 6 6 . 7 
Brownsville 6 . 8 7 . 0 6 . 9 6 , 6 6 , 6 6 . 6 7 . 2 
East New York 5 . 8 5 . 8 5 . 8 5 . 8 5 . 6 5 . 8 6 . 7 

South Brooklyn-
Red Hook 3 . 6 U . 3 U * 2 U 0 ־ 3 ־ 5 3 . 0 3 . 1 

Park Slope U . 7 U<3־ U c 7 U>7 U . 5 5 . 0 5 . 6 
Sunset Park-Gowanus U . 0 Ue<0 U . 3 U 1 3 ־ 0 9 U . 2 3 . 7 
Bay Ridge 6 . 3 5 ־ 9 6 . 1 5 » 7 6 . 1 7 . 2 6 . 6 
Borough Park-

Kensington U . 6 U . 6 U . 6 U . U U . 7 U* 8 U . 6 
Bensonhurst 7 . 1 7 . 0 7 . 0 102 102 7 . 1 6 . U 
Gravesend 3 . 7 U . 0 3 . 9 U . 0 3 . 8 3 . 5 3 . 0 
Coney Island 3 . 0 2 . 8 2 . 9 2 . 9 2 . 8 3 . 5 3 . 2 

Flatbush-East 
Flatbush 8 . 8 7 . 9 7 . 3 7 . 5 8 . 8 1 0 . 0 9 . 9 

Canarsie l . U 1 . 8 l . U 1 . 5 1 . 5 1 . 0 1 . 0 
Midwood-Flatlands 5 . 2 5 . 3 5 . 2 U . 9 5 . 1 5 . 6 U . 6 
Sheepshead Bay 2 . 8 3 . 0 2 . 9 2 . 9 2 . 8 2 . 8 2 . U 

Ft. Hamilton and 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 0 . 1 2 / 

mm 
0 . 1 0 . 2 0 . 1 U 2 / 

1/ Based on data i n Table 8. 
~2j Less than one-tenth of one percent. 
2 / U.S. Army and U.S. Navy personnel. 
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Table 8b. - POPULATION OF BROOKLYN COMMUNITIES: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 
BY AGE GROUP!/: CENSUS OF 1950 

O Jfcm•!•! . M l i |L M l All ; Under 14 114-19 20-24 25-1414 45-614 65 years oomnrunxty ages ! years years years years years and over 

Total 100.0 
I 

21.3 7.5 7.8 32.7 2302 7.14 

Greenpoint 100.0 21.6 7.7 7.5 314»14 22.2 6.6 
Williamsburg 100a0 23. 14 8.5 8.5 32.7 20.0 6.9 
Bushwick-Ridgewood 100.0 20.8 7.5 7.6 31.7 23.3 9 . 1 

Brooklyn Heights-
214.0 Ft. Greene 100.0 18.5 6.3 8.0 314.9 214.0 8.3 

Bedford-Stuyvesant 100.0 22.8 7.9 8.9 35.6 18,5 6.2 
Crown Heights 100.0 18.7 6.9 7.2 32.4 26.3 8.4 
Brownsville 100.0 22.1 7.7 7.6 31.9 22.8 7.9 
East New York 100.0 21.14• 7.5 7.7 31.8 23.1 8.5 

South Brooklyn-
6.3 Red Hook 100.0 25.14 8.7 8,6 31.8 19.3 6.3 

Park Slope 100 .0 19.7 7.5 709 31.14 214.6 8.9 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 100.0 20 6.8 214.5 31,8 7.9 8.0 9״ 
Bay Ridge 100.0 1909 7.2 7.1 31.7 26.3 7.8 
Borough Park-

7.5 23.8 Kensington 100.0 21.0 7.5 7.3 33.1 23.8 7.3 
Bensonhurst 100,0 21.1 7.5 7.9 33.14 23.5 6.7 
Gravesend 100.0 22.6 7c9 86.0 21.7 14י33 4״ 
Coney Island 100.0 19.7 7.14 7.7 30.3 26.9 8.0 

Flatbush-East 
8.14 Flatbush 100.0 19.3 6.2 6.7 32.9 26.5 8.14 

Canarsie 100.0 27.6 7.2 8.14 314.5 1 7 0 1 5.2 
Midwood-Flatlands 100.0 21.7 7.5 7.14 32.0 214.8 6 .6 
Sheepshead Bay 100.0 22.8 7.6 7.9 32.5 23.0 6.2 

Ft. Hamilton and . 
U.S. Navy Yard!/ 100.0 

1 i 
8.2 10.5 

 ׳

22.3 147.0 11.7 0.3 

1 / Based on data i n Table 8, 
2 / U.S. Army and U.S, Navy personnel. 
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The percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n of the f a m i l i e s by major income group 
prov ides a d d i t i o n a l l i g h t on borough d i f f e r e n c e s : 

Percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n of f a m i l i e s , by income c l a s s i n 1949, 
by borough: N.Y.C. 

Under $3,000- $5,000- $10,000 
Borough $3,000 $4,999 $9,999 or more 

New York Ci ty 37.6 34 .4 23 .1 5 .0 

Bronx 35 .3 37 .1 24.2 3 . 3 
Brooklyn 38.6 35.7 22.0 3 .6 
Manhattan 48 .6 26 .8 17.0 7 .7 
Queens 26 .5 37 .6 30.1 5 .8 
Richmond 30.9 38 .3 27 .1 3 .7 

According to the sample s tudy conducted by the New York S t a t e I n t e r -
depar tmenta l Committee on Low Incomes, the median income f o r New York Ci ty 
f a m i l i e s i n 1956 was $5,478. By a d j u s t i n g fo r p r i c e changes the Census data 
on 1949 incomes, the Committee determined t h a t the 1949 Ci ty-wide median i n 
1956 d o l l a r s was $3,971, i n d i c a t i n g a 38 pe rcen t r i s e i n purchas ing power 
from 1949 to 1956 and a 55 pe r cen t i n c r e a s e in d o l l a r income. No data are 
a v a i l a b l e f o r 1956 on a borough bas i s ,however , so t h a t i t i s impossible to 
say how Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s have fa red i n r e l a t i o n to the o the r boroughs 
during t h i s p e r i o d . 

The 1949 median income of the "un re l a t ed i n d i v i d u a l s , " t h a t i s , 
persons 14 yea r s o ld or o l d e r not l i v i n g i n family groups and not inmates of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , was only $1,280 f o r Brooklyn. This was below the Ci ty-wide 
median of $1,482, the Manhattan median of $1,595, and the Queens median of 
$1,613. Brooklyn ' s " i n d i v i d u a l s , " however, had a s l i g h t l y h ighe r median 
than those l i v i n g i n the Bronx or Richmond, where the medians were $1,173 
and $1,277. 

Educat iona l l e v e l : The measure of educa t iona l a t t a inmen t p ro -
vided by the 1950 Census i s the yea r s of formal schooling completed by 
persons 25 years o ld or o l d e r . The educa t iona l l eve l i n Brooklyn as i n d i -
cated by t h i s measure was somewhat below the City-wide median of 9 .2 years 
f o r the whi te a d u l t s and 8 .6 years f o r the nonwhites! the Brooklyn medians 
were 8 . 9 years and 8 . 4 years r e s p e c t i v e l y . About 24 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn 
a d u l t s had completed 8 years of elementary school , 15.7 pe rcen t had a t -
tended high school but had not been gradua ted , 19.8 p e r c e n t had completed 4 
years of high school , 4 .4 pe r cen t had a t t ended co l l ege f o r from one to t h r e e 
years and 5 . 4 pe rcen t had had four years o r more of co l l ege and u n i v e r s i t y 
t r a i n i n g . But 20.7 pe rcen t had not completed the elementary grades and 7 . 2 
pe r cen t had had no formal schoo l ing . No data were r epor ted f o r the ba lance . 
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Family groups: Most of the 1950 Brooklyn i n h a b i t a n t s l i ved as 
members of the 741,075 fami ly groups. Some 160,410 persons 14 years o ld or 
o l d e r , 5 .9 pe r cen t of a l l r e s i d e n t s , l i v e d alone o r with persons not r e l a t e d 
to them. The inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s - 9 ,361 - amounted to only 0 . 4 p e r c e n t 
of the p o p u l a t i o n . More than 2 ,568,000, t h e r e f o r e , l i v e d with t h e i r fami-
l i e s - an average of about 3 . 5 persons pe r fami ly . 

Most of the f a m i l i e s included a marr ied couple - 90 p e r c e n t - but 
57,515 of the 664,620 marr ied couples d id not have a household of t h e i r own 
i n 1950. The 76,455 f a m i l i e s which did not inc lude a husband and h i s w i f e , 
of course , were not a l l "broken f a m i l i e s " of one p a r e n t and young c h i l d r e n ! 
no doubt some of these f a m i l i e s cons i s t ed of a p a r e n t and a d u l t c h i l d r e n , o r 
s i s t e r s and b r o t h e r s , o r some o t h e r group of r e l a t e d p e r s o n s . 

In 1950, 63.5 p e r c e n t of the 1,118,402 women 14 yisars old and 
over were mar r ied , 23 .3 p e r c e n t , s i n g l e and 148,034 o r 13.2 p e r c e n t , widowed 
o r d ivorced . Over 50,700 men were widowed or d ivorced , almost 5 p e r c e n t of 
the males i n the same age group; 67 p e r c e n t were marr ied and 28 p e r c e n t , 
s i n g l e . The number of marr ied women - 710,011 - exceeded the number of 
marr ied couples by 45,391. The husbands of t h i s group may have been absen t 
on m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e or working i n some o t h e r town o r coun t ry ; i n some c a s e s , 
however, the couples presumably were s e p a r a t e d , o r the w i f e d e s e r t e d . 

Living q u a r t e r s : Almost 98 pe rcen t of a l l r e s i d e n t s l i v e d i n the 
795,762 o r d i n a r y households - one- o r two-family homes o r housekeeping 
apar tments ; 98 .1 pe rcen t of the whi te p o p u l a t i o n l i ved i n such q u a r t e r s but 
the p r o p o r t i o n f o r nonwhites was lower - 92 .8 . The inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
as i n d i c a t e d above, accounted f o r only 0 . 4 pe r cen t of the t o t a l ; i n d i v i d u a l s 
o r f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n h o t e l s or r e s i d e n c e s , rooming o r boarding houses , or as 
employees i n the l i v i n g q u a r t e r s of an i n s t i t u t i o n , accounted f o r on ly 1 .9 
p e r c e n t . The households inc luded 131,414 with a female head - 115,500 whi te 
and 15,914 nonwhite households; these households i nc lude women with young 
or a d u l t c h i l d r e n , or s i n g l e , s e p a r a t e d , widowed or d ivorced women l i v i n g 
alone or with f r i e n d s or r e l a t i v e s but as head of the household . 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e 

The p re l imina ry da ta on the h e a l t h area of r e s i d e n c e of the 
135,880 p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases i n New York C i t y r e c e i v i n g payments on March 
2, 1959 prov ide the most r e c e n t , and probably the most a c c u r a t e , d i s t r i -
bu t ion of f i n a n c i a l dependency by borough c u r r e n t l y a v a i l a b l e . Comparison 
with the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the popu la t i on i n 1957 a f f o r d s a t b e s t a crude 
measurement not only because of the time d i f f e r e n c e bu t c h i e f l y because 
"a case" may be a s i n g l e i n d i v i d u a l r e c e i v i n g genera l o r o ld -age a s s i s t a n c e , 
o r a family - with two or s i x or more members - r e c e i v i n g genera l a s s i s t a n c e 
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or a id to dependent c h i l d r e n . The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the s eve ra l types of a s -
s i s t a n c e by borough i s summarized i n the next t a b u l a t i o n : 

Percen tage d i s t r i b u t i o n of p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases by borough, compared 
with popu la t ion d i s t r i b u t i o n , New York Ci ty : March .2, 19591/ 

Popu la t ion : P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e cases : March 2.1959 
Borough Apr i l 1957 Tota l General ADC Other 

New York C i t y 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Bronx 18.3 16.6 14.1 17.1 16.8 
Brooklyn 33 .4 32 .3 32 .3 34.0 31 .3 
Manhattan 23.0 43.7 48.2 42.4 43 .5 
Queens 22.6 6 . 3 4 . 4 5 .6 7 . 2 
Richmond 2 .7 1 .1 0 .9 0 .9 1.2 
1/ Compiled by the Department of Wel fa re , Div i s ion of S t a t i s t i c s and 

pub l i shed by the New York C i ty Youth Board i n Se lec ted Socio-Economic 
C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York C i ty By Borough. Apr i l 1959. 

Desp i te i t s lack of p r e c i s i o n , the comparison with the popu la t ion 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t Brooklyn has about i t s due share of the C i t y ' s f i n a n c i a l 
dependency, i n c o n t r a s t to the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of persons i n need of a s s i s t -
ance i n Manhattan, and the r e l a t i v e l y low requirement f o r f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t -
ance i n the more suburban Queens and Richmond. 

About 35 percen t of the Brooklyn cases l ived i n Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and Brownsvi l le . Another 35 pe r cen t were d i s t r i b u t e d throughout Will iamsburg, 
Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Crown He igh t s , South Brooklyn-Red Hook and 
Park Slope; i n t h i s group of f i v e , the i n d i v i d u a l community's percentage of 
the t o t a l ranged from 8 .6 i n the f i r s t named down to 6 .2 i n the l a s t named. 
Four communities - Bensonhurst , Eas t New York, Bushwick-Ridgewood, and Coney 
I s l a n d where from 3 .2 to 5.7 p e r c e n t of the cases l i ved - t oge the r accounted 
f o r a l i t t l e over 17 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn cases . 

Heal th i n d i c e s 

Three s e r i e s among the h e a l t h s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e on a h e a l t h 
area b a s i s were s e l e c t e d as perhaps the more u s e f u l i n d i c e s of those h e a l t h 
cond i t ions which a re most d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to soc i a l c o n d i t i o n s . I he borough 
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data f o r the year 1957 r e l a t e d to the popu la t i on fo r 1957 a re p re sen ted i n 
the fo l lowing t a b u l a t i o n : 

Se lec ted h e a l t h i n d i c e s by borough: New York C i t y 
(Case d a t a l / f o r year 1957, r a t e s based on Apr i l 1957 popu la t ion) 

Tube rcu los i s 
p reva l ence 

Act ive cases pe r 
1,000 p o p u l a t i o n 

Venereal d i s e a s e 
Newly r epor t ed 

cases pe r 100,000 
popu la t i on 

I n f a n t m o r t a l i t y 
Deaths per 

1,000 l i v e b i r t h s Borough 

1.45 335.2 25 .3 New York C i t y 

Bronx 23 .3 187.2 1 .03 
Brooklyn 25 .2 308.4 1.07 
Manhattan 32.6 750.1 3 .10 
Queens 20 .6 106.3 0 .79 
Richmond 21.6 52.4 0 .52 
1 / Based on case data fo r known r e s i d e n t s of New York C i t y ; a l l da ta de -

r ived from r e p o r t s of Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s , Department of 
Hea l th ! 1957 t u b e r c u l o s i s p reva lence r a t e publ i shed by New York Tubercu-
l o s i s and Heal th A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Brooklyn ' s i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e i s almost i d e n t i c a l with the C i t y -
wide r a t e . Both the inc idence of venerea l d i s e a s e , based on cases newly 
repor ted dur ing 1957, and the preva lence of t u b e r c u l o s i s , based on a c t i v e 
cases on the Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r a t the end of the year , a r e 
below the Ci ty-wide r a t e s . But i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t i n 311 t h r e e s e r i e s , 
the r a t e s f o r Bronx, Queens and Richmond are lower than f o r Brooklyn. The 
Ci ty r a t e s a r e g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by the high Manhattan r a t e s . 

Delinquency 

Brooklyn communities, which on the whole fol lov; th_ gene ra l p a t t e r n of 
d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d neighborhoods where much of the housing tends to be poor and 
where low-income f a m i l i e s congrega te , u s u a l l y ' f ind t h e i r ' d i f f i c u l t i e s from such 
cond i t ions i n t e n s i f i e d by s h i f t i n g popu l a t i ons of d i v e r s e c u l t u r e s . The i n -
mig ra t ion of new groups i n t o a community appa ren t ly c o n t r i b u t e s to ne ighbor -
hood t e n s i o n s , which, i n t u r n , o f t e n means a high l e v e l of de l inquency . 

Because of the high del inquency i n c e r t a i n neighborhoods, the New 
York C i t y Youth Board has e s t a b l i s h e d four " a r ea s " i n Brooklyn f o r which i t 
p rov ides s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s f o r c h i l d r e n and youth - casework, mental h e a l t h , 
voca t iona l counsel ing and group work - through p u b l i c and vo lun t a ry o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s . The Youth Board a l s o main ta ins a s t a f f to o f f e r guidance and s e r v i c e s 
to u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t c lubs and r e f e r r a l u n i t s to secure a p p r o p r i a t e t r e a t -
ment f o r c h i l d r e n diagnosed as i n need of s e r v i c e . 
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The fou r spec i a l a reas which a re combinations of h e a l t h a reas are 
c a l l e d Bedford-Stuyvesant , Brownsvi l le , Will iamsburg and South Brooklyn but 
they cover a l l or p a r t of nine communities, as they are de f ined i n t h i s r e -
p o r t : Bedford-Stuyvesant , Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Brownsvi l le , Crown 
He igh t s , Eas t New York, Greenpoin t , Park Slope , South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and 
Wil l iamsburg. 

Brooklyn ' s del inquency r a t e was lower than any borough ' s except 
Queens' in 1951 but the t h i r d h i g h e s t among the f i v e boroughs i n 1956, 1957 
and 1958. The 1958 r a t e was almost t h r e e t imes as high as the r a t e f o r the 
e a r l i e r yea r . The r a t e s computed by the New York Ci ty Youth Board show the 
r e l a t i o n of " o f f e n s e s " known to o f f i c i a l agencies committed by c h i l d r e n and 
youth from 6 through 20 years of age to the popu la t i on i n t h i s age group. 
The 1951 r a t e s a re based on the 1950 popu l a t i on and the 1956, 1957, and 1958 
r a t e s a re r e l a t e d to the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n . 

Delinquency r a t e s : 1951 and 1956 - 1958^/ 
Rates pe r 1,000 popu l a t i on 

6-20 years of age 
Borouqh 1951 1956 1957 1958 

New York C i t y 18.5 32.9 35.8 42.9 

Bronx 18.3 33.5 37.9 45 .1 
Brooklyn 14.7 30.6 33.4 41 .2 
Manhattan 32.0 48.4 50.0 59 .3 
Queens 12 .3 24.0 26.3 30.9 
Richmond 17.8 25.9 32.9 36.0 
1 / Computed by New York C i t y Youth -Board. 

Many Brooklyn h e a l t h a reas and whole communities have a r e l a t i v e l y 
low inc idence of del inquency but the high r a t e s i n o the r s e c t i o n s b r ing Up 
the borough-wide r a t e s . Rates of 70 or more per 1,000 c h i l d r e n and youth are 
found i n four o r more h e a l t h a r ea s i n Wil l iamsburg, Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
Brownsvi l le ; Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Park 
Slope each has one h i g h - r a t e h e a l t h area and Crown Heights has two. 

Housing 

During the l a s t decade many d i v e r s e t r ends in c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
u t i l i z a t i o n of e x i s t i n g housing appear to have c h a r a c t e r i z e d the seve ra l sec-
t i o n s of the borough. Expressways, b r idge approaches and i n d u s t r i a l cons t rue -
t i o n have caused the demol i t ion of some poor housing and p o s s i b l y some good 
housing; p u b l i c p r o j e c t s have c l ea red out some substandard housing i n the 
o lde r communities and middle-income C i t y p r o j e c t s have c r e a t e d new communi-
t i e s i n o u t l y i n g , under-developed p a r t s of the borough. 



xxxix 

T i t l e I p r o j e c t s - both coope ra t i ve s and f a i r l y expensive r e n t a l 
p r o j e c t s - o t h e r coope ra t i ve s , and c o n v e n t i o n a l l y - f i n a n c e d , l a r g e - s c a l e 
p r o j e c t s have brought huge, m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings to s e t t l e d communities i n 
downtown Brooklyn and a l so to a reas like1 Sheepshead Bay. The marshes i n 
Canars ie have been t ransformed i n t o a Seaview Vi l l age of one- and two-fami ly 
homes, wi th a p u b l i c , 1 , 6 0 0 - u n i t , middle-income p r o j e c t i n t h e i r m i d s t . The 
Shore Road area on the Narrows, former ly a neighborhood of l a r g e homes and 
suburban surroundings now a d v e r t i s e s " a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d , l uxur ious apar tments 
of 3 to 5ל| rooms, with t e r r a c e s , Muzak i n e l e v a t o r , lobby and laundry , 
garage on premises , e t c . , with a breeze-swept panoramic view of the w o r l d ' s 
g r e a t e s t h a r b o r . " 

In o l d e r neighborhoods, the t h r e e , f ou r , and f i v e s t o r y homes of 
the n ine t een th and e a r l y twen t i e th cen tury have been conver ted i n some i n -
s tances to rooming houses and i n o t h e r s i n t o t h r e e or four apar tments ; but 
many are s t i l l i nhab i t ed by one fami ly . 

Changes i n housing volume: The 1950 Census of Housing enumerated 
814,134 dwel l ing u n i t s i n Brooklyn. The survey made f o r the C i t y P lanning 
Department dur ing 1957-58 counted 847,076 u n i t s , a ne t i n c r e a s e of almost 
33,000 u n i t s o r 4 p e r c e n t . These data do not p r e c i s e l y measure the change 
s ince the d e f i n i t i o n of "a dwel l ing u n i t i n being" i s not i d e n t i c a l wi th the 
Census d e f i n i t i o n ; they somewhat o v e r - s t a t e the pe rcen tage i n c r e a s e i n u n i t s 
a v a i l a b l e f o r occupancy i n 1957-58 . !2 / 

Even though the changes revea led by the u n i t counts a re i n e x a c t , 
the data do i n d i c a t e the d i v e r s e t r ends i n the s eve ra l s e c t i o n s . E ight 
o l d e r , h igh ly-deve loped communities had a combined decre ss& of 7,300 dwel l ing 
u n i t s from 1950 to 1957-58; the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d community of Wil l iamsburg 
accounted f o r almost 3 ,900, with dec reases of 700 to 750 u n i t s i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant , Park Slope, and South Brooklyn-Red Hook and smal l e r r e d u c t i o n s 
i n Greenpoint , Bushwick-Ridgewood, Crown H e i g h t s , and Sunset Park-Gowanus. 

The l a r g e s t volume of new housing i s found i n t h e growing sou th -
e a s t e r n neighborhoods. About 24,000 homes were cons t ruc t ed o r under con-
s t r u c t i o n i n f i v e communities: Eas t New York ( t h e l e s s developed s e c t i o n i n 
the Jamaica Bay a r e a ) , F l a tbush -Eas t F l a t b u s h , Midwood-Flat lands, Cana r s i e 
and Sheepshead Bay. The f i v e communities on the southwest a l so added about 
13,500 dwel l ing u n i t s - 5,500 i n Gravesend, 3,400 i n Bay Ridge and: o t h e r s i n 
Bensonhurst , Borough Park-Kensington and Coney I s l a n d . The c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
T i t l e I housing such as Willoughby Walk and Concord V i l l a g e added some 1,500 
u n i t s i n the Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community; Brownsvi l le was the o t h e r 
of the l o n g - s e t t l e d a reas which had an i n c r e a s e but the r i s e was l i m i t e d to 
600-odd u n i t s d e s p i t e the completion of two p u b l i c p r o j e c t s i n 1955. 

13/ Uni t s were counted i n 1957-58 i f under c o n s t r u c t i o n , sometimes even i f 
only the foundat ions had been l a i d ; the Census counts u n i t s only when 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s a t an advanced s t a g e . 
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Occupied homes; I n 1950 the Census of Housing r epor t ed 795,665 
occupied dwel l ing u n i t s . An average of 3 .4 persons l ived i n each household. 
The D i v i s i o n of Housing of New York S t a t e secured a count of occupied l i v i n g 
q u a r t e r s from the Bureau of the Census as a by-product of the Specia l Census 
of 1957• This showed 808,932 occupied l i v i n g q u a r t e r s or 3 .2 persons per 
u n i t . Presumably these counts a re reasonably comparable; they i n d i c a t e an 
i n c r e a s e of about 13,300 ( 1 . 7 percen t ) i n homes a c t u a l l y occupied in Apr i l 
1957 as compared with Apr i l 1950. The decrease i n t h e average s i z e of the 
households h e l p s to exp la in the r educ t ion i n popula t ion d e s p i t e the housing 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Type of housing: 1955-56; The most r ecen t a n a l y s i s of r e s i d e n t i a l 
q u a r t e r s by type i s p a r t of the land use survey of 1955-56 made fo r the C i t y 
Planning Department. I t shows the d i s t r i b u t i o n at: r e s i d e n t i a l ac res by the 
type of hous ing . In Brooklyn a t t h a t t ime, one- fami ly homes accounted f o r 
almost 31 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l ac reage , two-family houses f o r e x a c t l y 
a t h i r d , and m u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings ( t h r e e or more f a m i l i e s ) f o r 36 p e r c e n t . 

Of the 3,972 ac r e s devoted to one- fami ly homes, the detached 
houses occupied 2,137. Walk-up, m u l t i p l e dwel l ings - u s u a l l y of th ree o r 
four s t o r i e s - absorbed 3,642 ac r e s and the e l eva to r -equ ipped l a r g e r a p a r t -
ment houses , only 1,014 a c r e s . Undoubtedly, the acreage and p ropor t ions have 
s h i f t e d somewhat i n the l a s t few years and a re c o n s t a n t l y s h i f t i n g . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: Conversion, c o n s t r u c t i o n and demol i t ion 
dur ing the years s ince 1950 no doubt have modif ied the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
Brooklyn housing descr ibed i n the 1950 Census. Since the bulk of the housing 
c u r r e n t l y i n use may well be unchanged, except f o r the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o r 
improvement which the added years have brought , the s a l i e n t f a c t s a re summa-
r i z e d h e r e . 

Almost 98 pe rcen t of the e x i s t i n g dwell ing u n i t s were occupied i n 
1950; 21 .3 p e r c e n t by t h e i r owners and 76 .5 percen t by t e n a n t s . One- or 
two-family houses accounted f o r a t h i r d of a l l homes i n the borough but i n 
t h i s r e s p e c t housing i n the i n d i v i d u a l communities va r i ed markedly. I n 
four - Brooklyn He igh t s -F t . Greene, Brownsvi l le , Will iamsburg and Greenpoint -
from 14.6 to 16.7 pe rcen t of the u n i t s were of t h i s type; i n n ine , t h i s 
p r o p o r t i o n ranged from 21.2 to 35.6 pe rcen t and i n four from 41.5 to 52 .3 
p e r c e n t . In t h r e e a reas wi th growing popu la t ions - Midwood-Flatlands, 
Sheepshead Bay and Canars i e , one- and two-family u n i t s comprised from t h r e e -
f i f t h s to over t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of the 1950 u n i t s . 

Home ownership i n the communities a l so showed cons ide rab le d i v e r -
gence from the 21 pe rcen t f o r Brooklyn as a whole. The p r o p o r t i o n of the 
t o t a l u n i t s which was owner-occupied va r i ed from 8 to 11 pe rcen t i n Brooklyn 
H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Wil l iamsburg, and Brownsvi l le but from 39 to 44 pe rcen t 
i n Cana r s i e , Sheepshead Bay and Midwood-Flatlands. 



Only >;.4 p e r c e n t of the• dwel l ings were c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded, 
i . e . , having more than 1.5 persons per room. Comparable pe rcen tages f o r the 
i n d i v i d u a l communities, however, ranged from a low of 2 . 1 pe rcen t in Bushwick-
Ridgewood to 10.4 pe rcen t i n Coney I s l a n d . But only f i v e communities i n 
a d d i t i o n to Coney I s l a n d had more than 5 p e r c e n t of t h e i r homes des igna ted as 
overcrowded; i n two the p r o p o r t i o n - 7 . 4 pe rcen t i n Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene 
and 8 p e r c c n t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant - approached Coney I s l a n d ' s . 

The 65,734 u n i t s considered to be substandard (no p r i v a t e bath o r 
d i l a p i d a t e d ) were 8 . 4 pe r cen t of a l l u n i t s ; on t h i s s co re , the community 
d i f f e r e n c e s were pronounced, ranging from 1 . 3 pe r cen t i n F l a tbush -Eas t 
Fla tbush to 19 pe rcen t i n Bedford-Stuyvesant . In seven communities, which 
developed l a t e r than the "downtown" and no r the rn s e c t i o n s , the p e r c e n t a g e s 
va r i ed from 1 .3 to 3 .4 ; i n seven o t h e r s the pe rcen tages ranged from 5 . 4 i n 
Eas t New York to 12.5 in Park Slope. In a d d i t i o n to B e d f o r d - S t u y v e s a n t ' s 
high p r o p o r t i o n , f i v e communities had from 15.5 to 18.8 pe r cen t of t h e i r 
u n i t s i n the substandard group - Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, Greenpoin t , 
Wil l iamsburg, South Brooklyn-Red Hook, and Coney I s l a n d . 

About 55 pe rcen t of the housing i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1950 was con-
s t r u c t e d i n 1919 or e a r l i e r y e a r s . The b u i l d i n g boom i n the l e s s developed 
s e c t i o n s added 235,480 dwel l ing u n i t s between 1920 and 1929 - o r 30 p e r c e n t 
of the 1950 t o t a l . The 1930 's were r e spons ib l e f o r about 9 p e r c e n t or 73,670 
u n i t s and the 1940's f o r l e s s than 6 pe rcen t or 43,675. 

According to an h i s t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s of new r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
by the C i t y Planning D e p a r t m e n t ! ^ c o n s t r u c t i o n has fol lowed a wave- l ike p a t t e r n 
s ince the end of World War I . The f i r s t wove was from 1921 through 1933. 
The second wave was slowed down by the s t a r t of World War I I but ran from 
1934 through 1945. Of the more than 2.00,000 new u n i t s e r e c t e d , those i n 
Brooklyn c o n s t i t u t e d 25 p e r c e n t but Queens u n i t s c o n s t i t u t e d 40 p e r c e n t . 

The c u r r e n t "wave" brought housing completions a t an annual r a t e 
of 28,000 u n i t s fo r the yea r s 1946-1958 f o r the C i t y as a whole. Queens, 
followed by Brooklyn, led i n the number of dwell ing u n i t s completed, with 
!Manhattan t h i r d . 

P u b l i c housing: I n September 1959 the New York C i ty Housing 
Author i ty has 27 p r o j e c t s i n f u l l o p e r a t i o n and two in p a r t i a l o p e r a t i o n i n 
Brooklyn. The housing now f u l l y occupied p rov ides homes f o r nea r ly 130,000 
persons and when the two p r o j e c t s which r e c e n t l y accepted t h e i r f i r s t t e n -
ants are completed, the popu la t ion i n p u b l i c p r o j e c t s w i l l exceed 140,000. 

The p r o j e c t s now under c o n s t r u c t i o n inc lude a Federa l p r o j e c t of 
998 u n i t s - Samuel J . T i l d e n Houses - i n Brownsvi l le f o r which the ground was 
broken i n Apr i l 1959; the f i r s t t e n a n t s a re expected to move i n dur ing 
September I960. One of the middle-income C i t y p r o j e c t s - John F. Hylan 
Houses - i n Williamsburg may have some of i t s 205 apar tments ready f o r 

14/ News le t t e r , Department of C i t y T T a n n i n g , May 1959. Data given a re f o r 
New York C i t y . 
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occupants by November 1959; the o the r - Luna Park Houses i n Coney I s l and -
expects to r ecc iva i t s f i r s t t enan t s e a r l y i n 1960. The fo l lowing t a b u l a t i o n 
summarizes the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n 

The appendix provides a s ta tement of the s c a l e of monthly r e n t a l s 
e f f e c t i v e on August 31, 1959 i n the Brooklyn p r o j e c t s then i n o p e r a t i o n . I t 
a l so p r e s e n t s a s ta tement on the maximum income, by s i z e of f ami ly , which 
i s pe rmi t t ed a t the time of admiss ion to the p r o j e c t s ; the income l i m i t s 
and r e n t s d i f f e r f o r the th ree programs - Fede ra l , S t a t e and C i t y . 

P r o j e c t s of the New York C i t y Housing Author i ty 
i n Brooklyn: September 1959 

S t a t u s and Number of Dwelling Est imated 
program p r o j e c t s u n i t s popu la t ion 

Al l p r o j e c t s 38 44,408 150,8791/ 

F u l l o p e r a t i o n 27 35.114 129,885 

Federa l program 
S t a t e program 
Ci ty program 

9 
11 

7 

11,115 
15,436 

8 ,563 

41,086 
58,335 
30,464 

P a r t i a l o p e r a t i o n 2 2.720 10.541 

Federa l program 
S t a t e program 

1 
1 

1,500 
1,220 

5,857 
4 ,684 

Under c o n s t r u c t i o n 3 2,779 10.453 

Federa l program 
Ci ty program 

1 998 
1,781 

3,846 . 
6 ,6072/ 

Planninq s t aqe 6 3.795 — — — — 

Federa l program 
S t a t e program 

4 
2 

2,920 
875 

1/ Es t imated popu l a t i on when f u l l y occupied; the t o t a l 
i s f o r 29 p r o j e c t s i n f u l l or p a r t i a l ope ra t ion and 
the 3 under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

2 / F i r s t t enan t s expected to move i n t o Hylan Houses 
November 1959. 
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T i t l e I housing; Housing p r o j e c t s cons t ruc t ed , under c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
or d e f i n i t e l y planned under the p r o v i s i o n s of T i t l e I a r e desc r ibed i n the 
communities i n which they a re loca t ed i n accordance with i n f o r m a t i o n pub-
l i s h e d or o therwise provided by the Slum Clearance Committee. 

There were two Brooklyn T i t l e I developments f o r which no d e f i n i t e 
boundaries were a v a i l a b l e when the community d e s c r i p t i o n s were completed. 
On August 25, 1959 the New York Times c a r r i e d an announcement t h a t t h e i r 
boundaries had been e s t a b l i s h e d . Hie a v a i l a b l e i n fo rma t ion , t h e r e f o r e , i s 
given he re : 

1. A t l a n t i c Avenue p r o j e c t 

The s i t e l i e s in Hea l th Area 24 w i th in the community 
c a l l e d South Brooklyn-Red Hook (Volume I I ) . This p r i n c i p a l 
s e c t i o n of the development w i l l cover a narrow fou r -b lock 
s t r i p extending from Boerum P lace to Nevins S t r e e t , between 
A t l a n t i c Avenue and P a c i f i c S t r e e t ; i t w i l l h ave a n 
appendage on the h a l f block running from Nevins S t r e e t 
toward Third Avenue between P a c i f i c and Dean S t r e e t s . This 
l i e s i n Hea l th Area 26, p a r t of the community c a l l e d Park 
Slope (Volume I I ) 

The p l an proposed would provide p a r t i a l tax abatement on cooper-
a t i v e u n i t s f o r 1,400 "middle-income" f a m i l i e s . The down payments and 
monthly charges w i l l depend on the degree of tax abatement . This p r o j e c t , i t 
i s e s t ima ted , could reach the p lanning s t age i n e igh teen months. 

2. F la tbush Avenue p r o j e c t 

This redevelopment of the area around the Long I s l a n d 
Rai l road Terminal i s p a r t l y i n Heal th Area 12 which i s i n -
eluded i n the Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene community (Volume I ) 
and p a r t l y i n Heal th Area 27 .10 , which has been ass igned to 
Crown Heights (Volume I ) , 

The p l an covers the s ix -b lock a rea from Fla tbush Avenue to 
Cumberland S t r e e t , between Hanson P lace and A t l a n t i c Avenue. The p roposa l i s 
to c o n s t r u c t r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s paying f u l l t axes and con ta in ing 2,000 
apartments r e n t i n g a t about $45 a room. 

The ca r ry ing out of t h i s p lan h inges on the r e l o c a t i o n of the whole-
s a l e meat market now on p a r t of the s i t e and some s o l u t i o n to the problem of 
the r a i l r o a d t e r m i n a l . I t i s expected t h a t cons ide rab le time w i l l be needed 
be fo re a c t u a l p lanning i s p o s s i b l e . 
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SOCIAL RESOURCES; BOROUGH-WIDE 

The community l i s t i n g s of s o c i a l agencies have been l imi t ed to 
1) those prov id ing h e a l t h and we l f a r e s e r v i c e s which f u n c t i o n to a major 
e x t e n t on a neighborhood b a s i s and 2) a s e l e c t e d group of s e r v i c e s fo r fami-
l i e s , c h i l d r e n and youth l i v i n g i n t h e i r own homes, which opera te two or more 
d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s w i th in the borough. The agencies provid ing s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s 
f o r Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s through one borough-wide o f f i c e a re given below. 
Those borough-wide, or c i ty -wide group work or r e c r e a t i o n agencies which 
serve Brooklyn neighborhoods through the use of l o c a l f a c i l i t i e s , such as 
churches , schools or the b u i l d i n g s of o t h e r agencies but main ta in only one 
borough or one c i t y o f f i c e a re a l so l i s t e d h e r e . Only h o s p i t a l s with c l i n i c s 
a re l i s t e d i n the community of t h e i r l o c a t i o n s ince a c c e s s i b i l i t y l a r g e l y 
de termines a c l i n i c ' s u s e . But a l l h o s p i t a l s a re included i n t h i s borough-
wide l i s t s ince even those with d i s t r i c t l i n e s serve persons from o u t s i d e the 
d i s t r i c t - i n an emergency, f o r s p e c i a l i t i e s , e t c . 

Recrea t ion and Group Work 

1. Boy Scouts of America, G r e a t e r New York Counci ls : Brooklyn Borough Council 
252 Fu l ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Educat ional and r e c r e a t i o n a l program ( inc lud ing camping) f o r boys 
8-10 years (Gub S c o u t s ) , 11-13 years (Boy Scouts) and 14-17 years 
( E x p l o r e r s ) . 
Borough membership i n June 1959 t o t a l e d 26,121: Cub Scouts - 11,407, 
Boy Scouts - 13,179 and Explorers - 1,535. Using the Apr i l 1957 
Census f i g u r e s as a base , Cubs r ep resen ted 20 p e r c e n t , Scouts 26 
pe r cen t and Explore r s a l i t t l e over two pe rcen t of the boys i n t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e age groups i n Brooklyn. Popu la t ion changes i n the p a s t 
two yea r s might a l t e r these percen tages somewhat. 

2 . Camp F i r e G i r l s : Nat iona l headqua r t e r s 
16 West 58 S t r e e t , Manhattan 

Rec rea t iona l program f o r g i r l s 7-17 years of age. Regis te red member-
ship i n Brooklyn i s about 250 g i r l s . 

3 . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion of the Diocese of Brooklyn: Kings 
County O f f i c e 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Coordinates and supe rv i s e s the va r ious youth a c t i v i t i e s i n the 
Diocese. 
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Recreation and Group Work - continued 

4. G i r l Scout Council of Grea t e r New York: Brooklyn F i e l d O f f i c e 
102 P rospec t Park West, Brooklyn 

Educa t iona l and r e c r e a t i o n a l program ( i n c l u d i n g camping) f o r 
g i r l s 7-9 years (Brownies) , 10-13 years ( i n t e r m e d i a t e s ) , and 
14-17 ( S e n i o r s ) . 
Borough membership i n June 1959 t o t a l e d 21,487: Brownies - 8 ,025 , 
I n t e r m e d i a t e s - 12,572, and Sen io r s - 890. Using the Apr i l 1957 
Census f i g u r e s as a base , Brownies r ep re sen t ed 13.7 p e r c e n t , 
I n t e r m e d i a t e s 19.2 pe rcen t and Seniors 1 .4 p e r c e n t of the Brooklyn 
g i r l s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e age groups . Popu la t i on changes i n the 
p a s t two years might a l t e r these pe rcen tages somewhat. 

The Brooklyn program i s d iv ided i n t o s i x t e e n d i s t r i c t s which can-
not be r e l a t e d to the twenty communities used i n t h i s s tudy . 
Will iamsburg and South Brooklyn a re two of the e i g h t " S p e c i a l 
Areas" i n the C i t y r ece iv ing i n t e n s i v e s e r v i c e . These S p e c i a l 
Areas a re s e l e c t e d on the b a s i s of l a r g e g i r l - p o p u l a t i o n s , crowded 
hous ing , growing r a c i a l t e n s i o n s , lack of r e c r e a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s , 
and the, c o n s t r u c t i o n of housing developments which f o r e t e l l a 
growing youth popu la t i on and demand f o r r e c r e a t i o n . These two 
a r e a s inc lude a l l of the Greenpoin t , Wil l iamsburg, Brooklyn H e i g h t s -
F t . Greene, South Brooklyn-Red Hook and Park Slope communities as 
de f ined i n t h i s s tudy and a l s o p a r t s of four o t h e r communities: 
Bushwick-Ridgewood (no r th of Myr t le Avenue), Bedford-S tuyvesan t 
(west of Bedford Avenue as f a r south as Ful ton S t r e e t , and a l s o 
nor th of L a f a y e t t e Avenue from Bedford to Throop Avenues and nor th 
of Gates Avenue from Throop Avenue to Broadway), Sunset P a r k -
Gowanus (nor th of 37 S t r e e t ) and a few blocks of Borough Pa rk -
Kensington t h a t l i e between Crc-c-nwood Cemetery and P r o s p e c t Park 
above F t . Hamilton Parkway. 

5. P lay Schools A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . 
41 West 57 S t r e e t , Manhattan 

Cooperates with Board of Educat ion and o the r p u b l i c and p r i v a t e 
agenc ies i n o p e r a t i n g summer and a l l - y e a r p l ayschoo l s or i n 
p rov id ing adv i sory s e r v i c e s on p l a y programs. 

6. P u b l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League of the C i t y of New York 
110 L iv ings ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Cooperates wi th Board of Educat ion to provide a f t e r - s c h o o l r e c r e -
a t i o n a l e x e r c i s e s f o r a l l p u b l i c school boys and g i r l s . 

Family S e r v i c e , Chi ld Guidance and Re la ted Se rv i ces 

1. American Nat iona l Red Cross , Brooklyn Chapter : Home Serv ice 
1 Red Cross P l a c e , Brooklyn 

Gives i n f o r m a t i o n , advice and temporary f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e to 
f a m i l i e s of men and women i n the armed s e r v i c e s , and counse l ing 
s e r v i c e to e x - s e r v i c e men and women ana t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

2. Big Bro the r s , I n c . : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
297 Dean S t r e e t , Brooklyn 17 

Per sona l guidance to boys, ages 10-16,with de l inquen t t endenc i e s . 

3 . The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Casework se rv ice to g i r l s under 16 and boys under 10 years of 
age i n need of counsel and guidance. R e f e r r a l s accepted from 
the Court and o t h e r agenc ie s . 

4 . Brooklyn Assoc i a t i on f o r Mental Hea l th , I n c . 
30 Third Avenue, Brooklyn 17 

Main ta ins genera l i n f o r m a t i o n and r e f e r r a l s e rv i ce f o r Brooklyn 
r e s i d e n t s seeking mental hygiene s e r v i c e s ; a i d s i n r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
of menta l ly i l l . 

5 . Brooklyn Assoc ia t ion f o r the R e h a b i l i t a t i o n of O f f e n d e r s , I nc . 
44 Willoughby S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

For d i a g n o s i s , t r e a tmen t and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of o f f e n d e r s or 
p r ede l i nquen t i n d i v i d u a l s over 16 who a re i n c o n f l i c t with the 
law or who might l apse i n t o de l inquen t behavior . R e f e r r a l s from 
c o u r t s , d i s t r i c t a t t o r n e y s , c o r r e c t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , s o c i a l 
agenc ie s , phys i c i ans and s e l f - r e f e r r a l s . 

6 . Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Soc ie ty : 
Family Serv ice 
285 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s to f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s ; 
homemaker s e r v i c e when a pa r en t i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . 

7 . Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Cen te r , I n c . 
129 Montague S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

A c l i n i c a l s e r v i c e f o r the study and t rea tment of behavior and 
emotional problems of c h i l d r e n of normal i n t e l l i g e n c e . Emphasis 
i s on the p s y c h i a t r i c t r ea tment of both ch i ld and p a r e n t e i t h e r 
i n d i v i d u a l l y or i n groups . App l i ca t ions a re accepted d i r e c t l y 
from p a r e n t s . 

8 . Brooklyn Soc ie ty f o r the P reven t ion of Crue l ty to Ch i ld ren 
67 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s and t akes app rop r i a t e a c t i o n on behalf of ch i l d r en 
under 16 years of age who a re neglec ted or c r u e l l y t r e a t e d . 
A s s i s t s f a m i l i e s i n a d j u s t i n g t h e i r problems so t h a t c h i l d r e n 
may remain in t h e i r own homes. 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

9. C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Family Serv ice : Counseling and r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s to f a m i l i e s and 
i n d i v i d u a l s ; homemaker s e rv i ce when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . 
C a t h o l i c Big Bro the r s : A v o l u n t e e r group p rov id ing p r e v e n t i v e 
and p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s f o r boys of 10-18 y e a r s . 
Adult Guidance C l i n i c : Mental hygiene and p s y c h a t r i c s e r v i c e 
to youth and a d u l t s . 

10. C o u r t s i S / 
C i t y M a g i s t r a t e ' s Cour t : P roba t i on Department 
Adolescen ts ' Court : Brooklyn 
35 Snyder Avenue, Brooklyn 

J u r i s d i c t i o n over wayward minors , male and female , 16-19 yea r s 
of age. 

Domestic Re la t i ons Cour t , P r o b a t i o n Se rv i ces 
Family Court and C h i l d r e n ' s Court 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

The C h i l d r e n ' s Court i nc ludes a Bureau of Adjus tment . Cases 
may be r e f e r r e d to the Brooklyn c l i n i c of the Bureau of Mental 
Heal th Serv ices a t the above a d d r e s s . 

Kings County Court : P roba t i on Department 
120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s y o u t h f u l o f f e n d e r s and a d u l t f e l o n s convic ted 
i n the Cour t ; supe rv i s e s pe r sons p laced on p r o b a t i o n . 

Spec ia l Sess ions Cour t : P r o b a t i o n Department-Brooklyn O f f i c e 
120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

I n v e s t i g a t e s and supe rv i s e s those placed on p r o b a t i o n as 
y o u t h f u l o f f e n d e r s i n Youth P a r t . 

11. Educat ion , Board o f , C i ty of New York: Bureau of Ch i ld Guidance: 
Brooklyn O f f i c e 
P .S . 15 ( o l d ) , 362 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 17 

Serves school c h i l d r e n i n need of he lp with e d u c a t i o n a l , 
behavior and p e r s o n a l i t y problems. 

12. I t a l i a n Board of Guardians , I n c . 
191 Joralemon S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Casework and psycho log ica l s e r v i c e s f o r c h i l d r e n up to 16 yea r s 
of age, of I t a l i a n background, who man i f e s t s e r i o u s emotional 
problems. 

b. 

d . 

15/ For p r o b a t i o n s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f o r o t h e r Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s , see Proba-
t i o n Department of the C i t y M a g i s t r a t e s ' Court ( i n Manhattan) and the 
United S t a t e s Cour t , E a s t e r n D i s t r i c t of New Yak, 271 Washington S t r e e t , 
Brooklyn. 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

13. Jewish Board of Guardians 
Madeleine Borg Chi ld Guidance I n s t i t u t e : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
66 Court S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Child guidance t r ea tmen t s e r v i c e s f o r c h i l d r e n p r e s e n t i n g 
p e r s o n a l i t y problems and f o r t h e i r p a r e n t s through i n d i v i d u a l 
or group t r ea tmen t . Accepts c h i l d r e n 4-16 years of age. 

C h i l d r e n ' s Court Se rv i ce 
283 Adams S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Agency r e p r e s e n t a t i v e performs l i a i s o n s e rv i ce f o r a l l Jewish 
agenc ies and coopera tes with the Court i n working out p lans 
f o r Jewish c h i l d r e n appear ing t h e r e . 

14. Jewish Family Se rv ice : Brooklyn C o n s u l t a t i o n Center 
156 Lawrence S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s to f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s ; home-
maker s e r v i c e when n a t u r a l homemaker i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d . All a p p l i -
c a t i o n s f o r s e rv i ce a re rece ived a t the above o f f i c e , but the 
agency may l a t e r r e f e r c l i e n t s l i v i n g i n the v i c i n i t y of i t s South 
Brooklyn C o n s u l t a t i o n Center a t 1503 Sheepshead Bay Road to t h a t 
o f f i c e f o r casework s e r v i c e . 

15. League School (Sponsored by League f o r Emotionally Dis turbed Chi ldren) 
196 New York Avenue, Brooklyn 

A p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y superv i sed day school devoted to deeply d i s -
turbed c h i l d r e n 3-12 yea r s o ld who cannot f u n c t i o n i n a normal 
school s e t - u p . 

16. Legal Aid Soc ie ty 
Brooklyn Criminal Cour ts O f f i c e , 120 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 
Federal Courts O f f i c e , Federa l Bui ld ing , 271 Washington S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Prov ides counsel on pe r sona l a p p l i c a t i o n or on assignment to defend 
needy persons accused of cr imes . 

17. Lutheran Soc ia l Se rv ices of Met ropo l i t an New York, I n c . 
525 C l i n t o n Avenue, Brooklyn 

Family casework s e r v i c e and family l i f e educa t ion . 
Psycholog ica l c o n s u l t a t i o n a v a i l a b l e on r e q u e s t . 

18. Marriage Counseling Se rv ice of Grea te r New York, I n c . 
Fox Medical Bui ld ing , 1 Nevins S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

P r e m a r i t a l and marr iage counsel ing f o r i n d i v i d u a l s or couples; 
fami ly l i f e educa t ion through speakers , d i s c u s s i o n groups, e t c . 

19. S a l v a t i o n Army: Family Serv ice Bureau: D i s t r i c t No. 3 
130 C l i n t o n S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Counseling and r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s to f a m i l i e s and i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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Family Service, Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

20. Volunteers of America 
Pos t No, 2, 9514 Glenwood Road, Brooklyn 
Pos t No. 3, 133 Hopkinson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Lodgings,meals , f i n a n c i a l a i d , employment s e r v i c e s . 

21. Youth C o n s u l t a t i o n Se rv i ce , Church Miss ion of Help i n the Diocese 
of Long I s l a n d , I n c . 
1 5 5 - 2 8 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica 32, L. I . 

Serves Brooklyn, Queens and remainder of Long I s l a n d . 
Counsel ing s e r v i c e f o r boys and g i r l s , i nc lud ing unmarried 
mothers , ages 12-21 years ,and t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

22. Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
O f f i c e of the D i s t r i c t At torney 
Municipal Bui ld ing , Brooklyn 

Guidance and a s s i s t a n c e i n s o c i a l r ead jus tmen t of youths , 16 to 
21 yea r s of age, brought i n t o c o n t a c t with the c r imina l c o u r t s . 
Casework s e r v i c e s provided on a r e f e r r a l b a s i s . 

C l i n i c s se rv ing the e n t i r e borough•^/ 

1. Brooklyn Tubercu los i s and Heal th A s s o c i a t i o n , I n c . : Chest X-Ray Cen te r 
293 Schermerhorn S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Conducts ches t x - r a y examination of appa ren t ly wel l pe r sons ; 
doc to r r e f e r r a l s , pre-employments, s e l f r e f e r r a l s . 

2 . Muscular Dystrophy A s s o c i a t i o n of America, Inc : C l i n i c 
Kings County H o s p i t a l 
451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Arrangements f o r c l i n i c care a re made c u r r e n t l y through S o c i a l 
Se rv ice Department a t 1790 Broadway, Manhat tan. 
L a t e r , i t i s expected t h a t a s o c i a l s e r v i c e worker w i l l be 
a v a i l a b l e a t the Brooklyn o f f i c e a t 130 C l in ton S t r e e t . 

3. New York S t a t e Department of Mental Hygiene: Brooklyn A f t e r Care 
C l i n i c 
490 Fu l ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

For Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s d i scharged from S t a t e h o s p i t a l s . 

4 . Veterans Admin i s t r a t i on Out P a t i e n t C l i n i c ' 
35 Ryerson S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Treatment and examinat ion s e r v i c e f o r e l i g i b l e e x - s e r v i c e men 
and women of Brooklyn. 

16/ Hosp i t a l c l i n i c s a re inc luded i n the community i n which they a re l o c a t e d 
even though they may serve a wider a r e a . 
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Clinics serving the ent i re b o r o u g h ! ^ / _ continued 

Veterans Adminis t ra t ion Regional O f f i c e : Mental Health Service 
250 Liv ings ton S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

Provides o u t - p a t i e n t p s y c h i a t r i c t rea tment f o r e l i g i b l e ex - se rv ice 
men and women. Refer c l i n i c . 

5. 

Hea l th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York: Health Center D i s t r i c t s 

The Department of Heal th mainta ins ten hea l th cen te r d i s t r i c t s 
i n Brooklyn fo r the admin i s t r a t i on and superv is ion of loca l 
s e r v i c e s . The h e a l t h areas covered by each of these d i s t r i c t s 
and the names of the communities as def ined here wholly or 
p a r t l y in each are given below: 

Community 

Bay Ridge ( a l l ) 
Bensonhurst (5 areas) 
F t . Hamilton 

Bushwick-Ridgewood 
( a l l ) 
East New York (2 areas) 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(2 areas) 
V'Jilliamsburg (1 area) 

1. 
2. 
* 

3. Bedford-Stuyvesant 
(5 areas) 

4. Crown Heights (4 areas) 
* Brownsville (3 areas) 

5. Brownsville (6 areas) 
6. East New York (6 areas) 
7 . Canars ie ( a l l ) 

8. 

# 

* 
9. 

F la tbush-Eas t Flatbush 
( a l l ) 

10. Midwood-Flatlands ( a l l ) 
11. Borough Park-

Kensington (3 areas) 
* Bensonhurst (1 area) 

Health Areas 

76, 77, 78.10, 78.20 
79.10, 79.20, 80.10 
80.20, 81.10, 81.20 
82, 83, 84, 92 

20, 21, 28, 29, 30, 
36, 48, 49, 50.10, 
50.2.0, 51, 52 

56, 57, 58.10, 58.20 
59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
64.10, 64.20, 64.30, 
75 .10, 75.20 

17, 22, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 35, 37, 38, 39 

53.10 53.20, 54, 
55.20, 70, 
71.20, 72.10 
73.10, 73 .20, 

74.10, 74.20, 88.10, 
88.21, 88.22 

55.10, 
71 .10, 
72 .20 , 

Heal th Center D i s t r i c t 

1. •Bay Ridge 

2. Bedford 

3. Brownsvil le 

4. Bushwick 

5. Flatbush 

88.21, 
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Community 

12. Brooklyn Heights -
F t . Greene (3 a reas ) 

* Bedford-Stuyvesan t 
(4 a reas) 

* Crown Heights (2 a reas ) 
* Park Slope (1 a rea) 
* U.S. Navy Yard 

Health Areas 

10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 18, 
19, 27.10, 27.20, 45, 
93 

Heal th Cen te r D i s t r i c t 

6 . Fo r t Greene 

13. Gravesend ( a l l ) 
14. Sheepshead Bay ( a l l ) 
15. Coney I s l a n d ( a l l ) 
* Bensonhurst (1 a rea ) 

85 .10 , 85 .21 , 85 .22 , 
86 .10 , 86.20, 87 ,10 , 
87 .21 , 87.22, 89, 
90 .10 , 90.20, 91 .10 , 
91.20 

7 . Gravesend 

16. South Brooklyn -
Red Hook ( a l l ) 

* Brooklyn Heights -
F t . Greene (1 a rea) 

* Park Slope (2 a r eas ) 

17. Sunset Park -
Gowanus ( a l l ) 

18. Park Slope (2 a r eas ) 
* Borough Park -

Kensington (2 a reas ) 

19. Greenpoint ( a l l ) 
20. Will iamsburg (7 a r eas ) 

23, 24, 25, 26, 40, 
41, 42, 43 

44, 46 , 47 , 65 , 66, 
67, 68, 69 

1, 2 , 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 , 
8 , 9 , 15, 16 

8. Red Hook-Gowanus 

9 . Sunset Park 

10. Will iamsburg -
Greenpoint 

The community i •א- s counted e l sewhere . F t . Hamilton and the U.S. Navy Yard 
a re not inc luded among the communities . 

H o s p i t a l s l l / 

1. Adelphi H o s p i t a l 
50 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn 

2. Bethany Deaconess Hosp i t a l 
237 S t . Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn 

3. Beth-El H o s p i t a l 
Linden Boulevard and Rockaway Parkway, Brooklyn 

17/ Excludes p r o p r i e t o r y h o s p i t a l s and h o s p i t a l f a c i l i t i e s i n i n s t i t u t i o n s 
se rv ing the aged. H o s p i t a l s with o u t - p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s a re a l so l i s t e d 
in Sec t i on I I of the chap te r on the community i n which they a re l o c a t e d . 



l i i 

Hosp i t a l s^ / - continued 

4. Brooklyn Eye and Ear Hosp i t a l 
29 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn 

5. Brooklyn H o s p i t a l , The 
De Kalb Avenue and Ashland P l a c e , Brooklyn 

6. Brooklyn S t a t e Hosp i t a l 
681 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

7 . Brooklyn Women's H o s p i t a l , I n c . 
1395 E a s t e r n Parkway, Brooklyn 

8 . Caledonian H o s p i t a l of The C i t y of New York 
132 Pa rks ide Avenue, Brooklyn 

9. Carson C. Peck Memorial H o s p i t a l 
Crown S t r e e t and Albany Avenue, Brooklyn 

10. Coney I s l a n d H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i ty of New York 
Ocean and Shore Parkways and Avenue Z, Brooklyn 

11. Cumberland H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i ty of New York 
39 Auburn P l a c e , Brooklyn 

12. Evange l ica l Deaconess H o s p i t a l , I nc . 
623-629 Chauncey S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

13. Greenpoint H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , Ci ty of New Yorkl§/ 
Kingsland and Skil lman Avenues, Brooklyn 

14. Hosp i t a l of the Holy Family 
155 Dean S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

15. House of S t . G i l e s the Cr ipp l e 
1346 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

16. Jewish Chronic Disease H o s p i t a l 
86 Eas t 49 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

17. Jewish H o s p i t a l of Brooklyn 
555 P rospec t P l a c e , Brooklyn 

18/ I n - p a t i e n t s e r v i c e c losed t empora r i ly fo r c o n s t r u c t i o n and moderniza-
t i o n j o u t - p a t i e n t s e r v i c e s a re i n o p e r a t i o n . 
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Hospital 612/ - continued 

18. Kings County Hosp i t a l C e n t e r , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i t y of 
New York 
451 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn 

Kings County General Hosp i t a l 
Kings County P s y c h i a t r i c Hosp i t a l 
Kings County Tube rcu los i s Hosp i t a l 
John E. Jennings H o s p i t a l (cancer) 
Kings County Psychosomatic Hosp i t a l ( a l s o known as Will iam Alanson 
White C l i n i c ) 
G e r i a t r i c R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Center , 600 Albany Avenue 

19. Long I s l a n d Col lege H o s p i t a l 
Henry, P a c i f i c and Amity S t r e e t s , Brooklyn 

20. Lutheran Hosp i t a l A s s o c i a t i o n of the C i t y of New York and V i c i n i t y 
East New York Avenue and J u n i u s S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

21. Lutheran Medical Center 
4520 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn 

22. Madison Park Hosp i t a l of Adelphi Col lege 
Kings Highway and Eas t 26 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

23. : Maimonides Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
4802 Tenth Avenue, Brooklyn 

24. Methodis t Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
S ix th S t r e e t and Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn 

25. P rospec t Heights H o s p i t a l 
775 Washington Avenue, Brooklyn 

26. S t . C a t h e r i n e ' s Hosp i t a l Assoc ia t ion of the C i t y of Brooklyn 
133 Bushwick Avenue, Brooklyn 

27. S t . Char le s Hosp i t a l 
277 Hicks S t r e e t ( o f f i c e and c l i n i c ) , Brooklyn 

H o s p i t a l ( f o r c r i pp l ed c h i l d r e n ) , P o r t J e f f e r s o n , Long I s l a n d 
Wharton Memorial I n s t i t u t e ( f o r m e n t a l l y r e t a r d e d c h i l d r e n ) , 
P o r t J e f f e r s o n , Long I s l a n d 

28. S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal H o s p i t a l (Church C h a r i t y Foundation) 
480 Herkimer S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

29. S t . Mary 's Hosp i t a l of the C i t y of Brooklyn 
1298 S t . Marks Avenue ( a t Buf f a lo Avenue), Brooklyn 
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30. S t . P e t e r ' s Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
380 Henry S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

31. Samari tan H o s p i t a l of Brooklyn 
757-63 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

32. Swedish H o s p i t a l i n Brooklyn 
1350 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn 

33. Unity H o s p i t a l 
1545 S t . J o h n ' s P l ace , Brooklyn 

34. Vic to ry Memorial Hosp i t a l 
Seventh Avenue and 92 S t r e e t , Brooklyn 

35. Veterans Admin i s t r a t ion H o s p i t a l 
Cropsey Avenue Extens ion, Brooklyn 

36. Wyckoff He igh t s Hosp i t a l Soc i e ty of Brooklyn 
374 Stockholm S t r e e t , Brooklyn 



NOTES ON SOURCE MATERIAL 

Acreage and land use 

Al l i n fo rma t ion on acreage and land use was de r ived from the 
Land Use Inven to ry : 1955-56. prepared by the Sanborn Map Company f o r the 
Department of C i t y Planning and made a v a i l a b l e by t h a t Depar tment ' s D i v i s i o n 
of Research. 

Popu la t ion da ta 

Al l i n fo rma t ion on the number of Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s and t h e i r 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s has been der ived from the o f f i c i a l decenn ia l censuses of 
1930, 1940 and 1950 and the Spec ia l Census of 1957, taken by the Bureau of 
the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce. The s t a t i s t i c s f o r the h e a l t h a r ea s 
w i th in New York C i t y from the 1940 and 1957 Censuses were pub l i shed by the 
Bureau of the Census but the da ta f o r 1930 and 1950 were pub l i shed by the 
Research Bureau of the Council .which was the p redecessor of the Community 
Council of G r e a t e r New York . !2 / 

Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s : The 1950 data on "Puer to Ricans" were 
der ived from a s p e c i a l t a b u l a t i o n made by the Bureau of the Census and 
compiled and pub l i shed by the Research Bureau of the Welfare and Heal th 
Council of New York C i t y i n 1952 under the t i t l e Popu la t ion of Pue r to Rican 
Bi r th or Pa r en t age . New York C i t y : 1950. This p u b l i c a t i o n p rov ide s da ta on 
two gene ra t i ons - those born i n Pue r t o Rico and those born e lsewhere to 
p a r e n t s of Puer to Rican b i r t h - c l a s s i f i e d as whi te o r nonwhite. In the 
o f f i c i a l census p u b l i c a t i o n s both g e n e r a t i o n s a re c l a s s i f i e d as n a t i v e and 
as white o r nonwhite; they can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d from o t h e r n a t i v e s of the 
United S t a t e s only by the ques t i on on p l ace of b i r t h . To p r e p a r e the 1950 
da ta given i n Table 3, the persons born i n Puer to Rico and those of Pue r to 
Rican paren tage were deducted from the o f f i c i a l counts of n a t i v e whi tes and 
Negroes; i n Brooklyn, 93 .8 pe r cen t of those i d e n t i f i e d as Puer to Rican were 
c l a s s i f i e d as wh i t e . 

As s t a t e d i n d i s cus s ing t h i s s u b j e c t i n the borough summary, the 
popu la t ion of Puer to Rican b i r t h o r pa ren tage i n Brooklyn on A p r i l 1, 1957 
was es t imated to be approximately 150,000 to 157,000, or p o s s i b l y even 
160 ,000. To secure e s t ima te s of the Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s i n each community, 
i t was assumed t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the pub-
l i e and C a t h o l i c p a r i s h schools roughly approximated the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 
t o t a l Puer to Rican p o p u l a t i o n . The r e s u l t i n g data were reviewed and, i n 
seve ra l i n s t a n c e s , s l i g h t l y modif ied i n the l i g h t of b i r t h s to P u e r t o Rican 
mothers and the probable i n f l u e n c e of school d i s t r i c t s i n a d j a c e n t com-
mun i t i e s , o r s p e c i f i c i n fo rma t ion about schoo ls l oca t ed on a community's 
border . 

19/ The Welfare Council (1930 Census) and the Welfare and Hea l th Council of 
New York C i t y (1950 Census) . 
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Birth s t a t i s t i c s 

The Department of H e a l t h , C i t y of New York, r ecords a l l l i v e b i r t h s 
by the h e a l t h area of the m o t h e r ' s r e s idence and c l a s s i f i e s them as white or 
nonwhite; a s p e c i a l count i s made of the b i r t h s (whi te and nonwhite) to 
mothers born i n Puer to Rico. The Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s made 
a v a i l a b l e unpubl ished Brooklyn h e a l t h area da ta f o r the yea r s 1952, 1957 and 
1958. 

These a re the most p r e c i s e s t a t i s t i c s a v a i l a b l e c u r r e n t l y which 
o f f e r some measure of popu l a t i on d i s t r i b u t i o n by c u l t u r a l group but they have 
c e r t a i n l i m i t a t i o n s , c h i e f l y because of d i f f e r e n c e s i n age composit ion and 
f e r t i l i t y r a t e s ; f o r example, a l l nonwhites i n Brooklyn - excluding the non-
whi te Puer to Ricans - c o n s t i t u t e d only 11.7 pe r cen t of the 1957 popu la t ion 
bu t nonwhite b i r t h s , excluding the 120 b i r t h s to nonwhite Puer to Rican 
mothers , accounted f o r 20 .4 p e r c c n t of a l l Brooklyn b i r t h s dur ing 1957. The 
age f a c t o r i s apparen t : the median age f o r whi tes i n Brooklyn was 34.9 years 
i n 1957 whi le the median f o r a l l nonwhites was 27.0 yea r s . The white median 
r e f l e c t s to some degree the age d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Puer to Ricans , most of 
whom a re c l a s s i f i e d as whi te . No 1957 age da ta a re a v a i l a b l e f o r Puer to 
Ricans but i n 1950 the median age f o r the f i r s t and second gene ra t i ons then 
i n the C i t y was only 24.8 y e a r s . 

School data 

P u b l i c : The s t a t i s t i c s on the " e thn i c " d i s t r i b u t i o n of p u p i l s 
r e g i s t e r e d i n the pub l i c e lementary and j u n i o r high schools i n September 
1957 and October 1958 a r e based on da ta c o l l e c t e d from each school by the 
Bureau of Educat iona l Program Research and S t a t i s t i c s of the Board of 
Educa t ion . School records c a r r y no n o t a t i o n as to the race of the ch i l d and 
no c h i l d i s quer ied about h i s race or n a t i o n a l o r i g i n ; t h e r e f o r e , the data 
a r e based on the t e a c h e r s ' o b s e r v a t i o n and, consequent ly , s u b j e c t to e r r o r . 
But they do o f f e r an approximate d i s t r i b u t i o n of the c h i l d r e n i n these pub-
l i e schoo ls . High schoo ls , schools i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , and the s p e c i a l (600) 
schools have been omi t ted as not se rv ing a s p e c i f i c neighborhood. 

As noted i n the summary d i s c u s s i o n of the school d a t a , the age 
s t r u c t u r e of the s eve ra l p o p u l a t i o n groups, and t h e i r f e r t i l i t y r a t e s , 
n e c e s s a r i l y a f f e c t the number of c h i l d r e n of an age to a t t e n d elementary o r 
j u n i o r high school . 

The " e thn i c " d i s t r i b u t i o n of the p u b l i c school c h i l d r e n , both f o r 
the borough and f o r a p a r t i c u l a r community, i s a l so a f f e c t e d by the f a c t 
t h a t on ly about 72 pe r cen t of the Brooklyn c h i l d r e n a t t end ing schools 
l o c a t e d i n the borough - e lementary and high school grades - a re i n p u b l i c 
s c h o o l s . The p r o p o r t i o n i n p u b l i c schools probably v a r i e s i n the s eve ra l 
communities with the economic s t a t u s , r e l i g i o n and o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of the p o p u l a t i o n , as wel l as with the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f , and cond i t i ons i n , 
the p u b l i c and non-publ ic s choo l s . I t seems reasonable to assume t h a t the 
p r o p o r t i o n of a l l Negro and Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g p a r o c h i a l and 



Iv i i 

p r i v a t e schools i s lower than the p r o p o r t i o n of white c h i l d r e n j t h i s i s 
borne out by the in fo rma t ion on c h i l d r e n of Spanish-speaking p a r e n t s i n the 
Brooklyn C a t h o l i c p a r i s h schoo l s . 

One a d d i t i o n a l p o i n t must be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n us ing the 
p u b l i c school da ta f o r the i n d i v i d u a l communities. The da ta g iven f o r the 
communities n e c e s s a r i l y r e p r e s e n t p u p i l s a t t e n d i n g the schools l o c a t e d w i t h i n 
the a p p r o p r i a t e h e a l t h a r e a s . Since school d i s t r i c t s do not fo l low h e a l t h 
area l i n e s , no t a l l c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d i n the schools l o c a t e d i n a communi-
t y l i v e w i th in t h a t community. 

P a r o c h i a l schools : The number of c h i l d r e n e n r o l l e d i n the Brooklyn 
p a r o c h i a l schools i n October 1958 was taken from the Department of H e a l t h ' s 
school -by-school t a b u l a t i o n which i s ob ta ined i n connect ion with i t s p r o -
v i s i o n of School Heal th S e r v i c e s . Unpublished records i d e n t i f y i n g the 
schools borrowed from the Department pe rmi t t ed a l l o c a t i o n to communities by 
the h e a l t h area of the s c h o o l ' s l o c a t i o n . The data a r e approximate ly 
complete f o r the C a t h o l i c schools but a re incomplete f o r the Jewish and 
P r o t e s t a n t schools because some schools do not r eques t the Depar tment ' s 
s e r v i c e s . 

The Brooklyn Diocesan school a u t h o r i t i e s took a s p e c i a l census i n 
June 1959 of the number of c h i l d r e n from Spanish-speaking f a m i l i e s r e g i s -
t e r ed i n the p a r i s h schools of Brooklyn and Queens to supplement the p u b l i c 
school d a t a ; the Diocese of Brooklyn r equ i r ed the data f o r guidance i n a s -
s igning Spanish-speaking p r i e s t s , s i s t e r s o r o t h e r personne l to t h e p roper 
p a r i s h ; through the Reverend F ranc i s J . Mugavero, D i r e c t o r of the Queens 
County O f f i c e of C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn, the da ta f o r the 
i n d i v i d u a l schools were made a v a i l a b l e f o r use i n t h i s r e p o r t . 

M o r t a l i t y s t a t i s t i c s 

The a n a l y s i s by the cemetery of b u r i a l of death c e r t i f i c a t e s 
i s sued f o r whi te persons dur ing 1954 was a s p e c i a l t a b u l a t i o n prepared by 
the Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s of the Department of H e a l t h . This 
t a b u l a t i o n was purchased by David M. L ibe r son , a w r i t e r on The Jewish Da i ly 
Forward, f o r h i s s t u d i e s of the Jewish p o p u l a t i o n ; he generous ly made i t 
a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s r e p o r t . Al l death c e r t i f i c a t e s r e p o r t the name of the 
cemetery to be used and b u r i a l s i n Jewish cemeter ies r e l a t e d to t o t a l whi te 
dea ths a re used as an i n d i c a t i o n of the p r o p o r t i o n of the a d u l t whi te popu-
l a t i o n which was Jewish . 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e 

The C i t y Department of Welfare i n March 1959, i n connec t ion with 
a s p e c i a l compi la t ion of s o c i a l data by h e a l t h area pub l i shed Apr i l 3, 1959 
under the t i t l e Se lec ted Socio-Economic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York C i t y by 
Borough by the Youth Board, coded by h e a l t h area of r e s idence a l l cases 
r ece iv ing p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e checks on March 2, 1959. This d id not provide a 
complete ״count f o r a l l cases r ece iv ing a s s i s t a n c e during the month; nor 
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does i t provide a count of the number of persons r ece iv ing a s s i s t a n c e f o r 
d i r e c t comparison with persons i n the popu la t i on . L a t e r , more complete case 
counts and more experienced coding than was p o s s i b l e f o r t h i s p re l imina ry 
a n a l y s i s may change the case d i s t r i b u t i o n by h e a l t h a r e a ; i t i s probable , 
however, t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the l a r g e r communities i s reasonably 
a c c u r a t e ; d e s p i t e i t s necessary l i m i t a t i o n s t h i s a n a l y s i s i s a most u s e f u l 
t o o l and when p e r f e c t e d should be an inva luab le a d d i t i o n to neighborhood 
s o c i a l d a t a . 

Heal th i n d i c e s 

The Bureau of Records and S t a t i s t i c s of the New York C i t y Depar t -
ment of Heal th r o u t i n e l y t a b u l a t e s i n f a n t deaths and cases of r e p o r t a b l e 
d i s e a s e s which inc lude venerea l d i s e a s e s and t u b e r c u l o s i s . The 1957 cases 
were s e l e c t e d because r a t e s could be based on the 1957 popu l a t i on . The 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s , i . e . , dea ths of i n f a n t s under one year of age per 
1,000 l i v e b i r t h s , and the venerea l d i s ea se ( s y p h i l i s and gonorrhea) r a t e s 
f o r the year 1957, i . e . , cases newly repor ted during 1957 pe r 100,000 popu-
l a t i o n were taken from the convenient p r e l im ina ry p u b l i c a t i o n of the New York 
C i t y Youth Board c a l l e d Se lec ted Socio-Economic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of New York 
C i t y by Borough. Apr i l 3, 1959. 

The measure of the p reva lence of t u b e r c u l o s i s i s based on known 
a c t i v e cases on the r e g i s t e r mainta ined by the C i ty Department of Heal th . 
The borough r a t e s based on cases on the r e g i s t e r on December 31, 1957 were 
computed and publ i shed i n 1958 by the New York Tubercu los i s and Heal th Assoc i -
a t i o n i n Tubercu los i s i n New York C i t y , 1957. a Review by Anthony M. Lowell . 
The case da ta used f o r the i n d i v i d u a l communities a re a c t i v e cases on the 
r e g i s t e r as of December 31 i n 1956 and 1958; the case counts by h e a l t h area 
were obta ined from spec i a l machine t a b u l a t i o n s prepared by the Bureau of 
Records and S t a t i s t i c s . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

The New York C i ty Youth Board computes f o r each h e a l t h area i n the 
C i t y the r a t e s f o r o f f i c i a l de l inquency; o f f i c i a l de l inquen t s a re the c h i l -
dren and youth from 6 through 20 years of age who come to the a t t e n t i o n of 
the o f f i c i a l agenc ies concerned e i t h e r with behavior problems or with a c t u a l 
c o n f l i c t s with the law. 

The 1957 and 1958 r a t e s show the r e l a t i o n of the " o f f e n s e s " 
committed dur ing the year by c h i l d r e n and youth to the popu la t ion i n the ap-
p r o p r i a t e age group, as enumerated i n the Spec ia l Census of Apr i l 1957. The 
1951 r a t e s r e f l e c t the r e l a t i o n of " o f f e n s e s " committed i n 1951 to the ap-
p r o p r i a t e popu la t i on data from the 1950 Census. Rates f o r 1951 and 1957 
should be reasonably accu ra t e and comparable s ince they have a census base 
c lo se to the year of the o f f e n s e d a t a ; i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t unknown popu-
l a t i o n changes s ince Apr i l 1957 may a f f e c t the 1958 r a t e s i n s p e c i f i c 
neighborhoods. 
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Housing 

Census of 1950: The m a t e r i a l used from the 1950 Census of Housing 
was publ i shed by the Bureau of the Census f o r census t r a c t s . These t r a c t 
da ta were compiled f o r each of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s by the 
D iv i s ion of Research, Department of C i t y P l ann ing , C i ty of New York. The 
Department made the d i s t r i c t t o t a l s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s r e p o r t . 

Dwelling u n i t s 1957-58: The Department of C i ty P lann ing a l s o 
pe rmi t t ed the use of the count of dwel l ing u n i t s taken by the Sanborn 
Map Company dur ing the 1957-58 yea r . The t a b u l a t i o n provided t o t a l s f o r 
each of the Revised S t a t i s t i c a l D i s t r i c t s as we l l as the f i g u r e s f o r each 
of the h e a l t h a r e a s , with comparable da ta from the 1950 Census of Housing. 
As noted i n the s e c t i o n on housing i n the borough, the 1957-58 dwel l ing 
u n i t count inc luded u n i t s under c o n s t r u c t i o n and i n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s 
u n i t s f o r which only the foundat ions had been l a i d . 

P u b l i c housing: Al l s t a t i s t i c s and o t h e r m a t e r i a l on the p u b l i c 
housing p r o j e c t s were der ived from publ i shed o r unpubl ished r eco rds of the 
New York C i ty Housing A u t h o r i t y . 

Other housing: The i n fo rma t ion on housing developments o t h e r 
than the p u b l i c p r o j e c t s was der ived from The D i r e c t o r y of Large-Sca le Renta l 
and Cooperat ive Housing, pub l i shed i n 1957 by the C i t i z e n s ' Housing and 
Planning Council of New York, from the September 30, 1958 and the J u l y 20, 
1959 r e p o r t s of the Mayor's Committee on Slum Clearance , and from i tems pub-
l i s h e d i n The New York• Times׳. 

Other data 

Most of the i n fo rma t ion on the e a r l y h i s t o r y of Brooklyn was 
der ived from Brooklyn Neighborhoods, by H e r b e r t J . Ba l lon , i s sued by the 
Brooklyn Council f o r Soc ia l P lanning i n September 1942 and from the New York 
C i t y Guide. American Guide S e r i e s , sponsored by The Gui lds ' Committee f o r 
Federa l W r i t e r s ' P u b l i c a t i o n s , I n c . and pub l i shed by Random House, New York, 
1939. 

Usefu l h i s t o r i c a l and d e s c r i p t i v e m a t e r i a l on many of the i n d i -
v idua l communities was ob ta ined from a s e r i e s of four i n t e n s i v e s t u d i e s by 
the Department of Church Planning and Research of the P r o t e s t a n t Counci l 
of the C i ty of New York: 1) The Hear t of F l a tbush (Brooklyn) , August 1954; 
2) Four Communities i n Southwest Brooklyn - Bay Ridge. Bensonhurs t , Borough 
Park , Sunset Pa rk . May, 1955; 3) Downtown Brooklyn. June 1955; and 
4) East New York and Neighboring Communities (Brooklyn) , M?.rch$ 1956. These 
s t u d i e s , prepared f o r and publ i shed by the Na t iona l Lutheran Counc i l , 
D iv i s ion of American Miss ions , Urban Church P lann ing , a re p r i m a r i l y con-
cerned with the need of i n d i v i d u a l P r o t e s t a n t churches and church o r g a n i a a -
t i o n s f o r knowledge of the communities they s e r v e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , though 
the community names a re s i m i l a r to those used i n t h i s r e p o r t , the boundar ies 
a re not i d e n t i c a l . 
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C e r t a i n 1950 data from The New York Market Analys is publ i shed by 
The News, Times and Mirror i n 1953 was h e l p f u l , p a r t i c u l a r l y the median 
fami ly income by census t r a c t . 

Soc ia l r e sources 

The i n fo rma t ion on the pub l i c and vo lun ta ry agencies provid ing 
s e r v i c e s has been der ived from a wide v a r i e t y of spec i a l sources which 
supplement the genera l D i r ec to ry of Soc ia l and Heal th Agencies of New York 
C i t y . 1958-1959 e d i t i o n ; f o r example, the D i r e c t o r y of Day Care Agencies 
pub l i shed by the Department of Hea l th , June 1958, the 1958-59 Di rec to ry of 
the Jewish Community Centers and YM-YWHA's a f f i l i a t e d with the New York 
Me t ropo l i t an Sec t i on , Nat ional Jewish Welfare Board, the D i r ec to ry of Recre-
t i o n F a c i l i t i e s f o r Older People , publ ished by the In format ion Bureau, 
The Community Council of Grea t e r New York, Apr i l 1959, and a r ecen t l i s t i n g 
of p u b l i c park f a c i l i t i e s f u r n i s h e d by the Department of Parks ; t h i s park 
l i s t i n g was checked and amp l i f i ed by Mrs. Anita Reagan, the Brooklyn Recre-
a t i o n Superv i so r , f o r c u r r e n t accuracy and a d e s c r i p t i o n of the f a c i l i t i e s 
a t each l o c a t i o n . 

The l i s t i n g of the programs conducted by the Bureau of Community 
Educat ion i n schools and p u b l i c housing p r o j e c t s i s t h a t i s sued by the Board 
of Educat ion f o r the school year 1958-59. Addi t iona l in fo rma t ion on c e r t a i n 
v o l u n t a r y agencies was e i t h e r der ived from publ i shed r e p o r t s o r provided 
d i r e c t l y by the agenc ies , f o r i n s t a n c e , the Sa lva t i on Army, the Scout organ-
i z a t i o n s , P .A .L . , the YMCA of Grea t e r New York and the YWCA of the Ci ty of 
New York. 

The l i s t i n g of pub l i c elementary and j u n i o r high schools i s based 
on the d i r e c t o r y i s sued by the Board of Educat ion of the C i ty of New York 
f o r 1958-59• In fo rma t ion on Roman Ca tho l i c churches cl n0 p a r o c h i a l schools 
was taken from the Met ropo l i t an Ca tho l i c Telephone Guide: 1959. publ ished by 
the C a t h o l i c News and t h a t on P r o t e s t a n t churches and p a r o c h i a l schools from 
the P r o t e s t a n t Church D i r e c t o r y , 1959 E d i t i o n , publ i shed by the P r o t e s t a n t 
Council of the Ci ty of New York. 

The Jewish synagogues and temples l i s t e d inc lude the congregat ions 
a f f i l i a t e d with the t h r e e c e n t r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s : New York Federa t ion of 
Reform Synagogues, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregat ions of America, and 
The Uni ted Synagogue of America. In a d d i t i o n , the l i s t i nc ludes o t h e r con-
g r e g a t i o n s i n Jewish c e n t e r s a f f i l i a t e d with the New York Met ropo l i t an 
S e c t i o n of the Na t iona l Jewish Welfare Board and any o t h e r congrega t ions 
inc luded i n the Brooklyn s e c t i o n of the American Synagogue D i r ec to ry of 
June 1958, pub l i shed by the Frenkel Mail ing Serv ice i n New York C i t y . The 
academic schools under Jewish ausp ices a re those l i s t e d i n the Jewish School 
D i r e c t o r y , New York C i t y , f o r September 1957, publ ished by the Jewish 
Educat ion Committee of New York, I n c . 
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The recreational program of the Board of Education includes those 
after-school centers and evening community centers in operation during the 
1958-59 school year. Summer programs, such as day camps, summer play 
schools, PAL play streets and the Board of Education's summer program, are 
not l i s ted because of their temporary nature. Kindergartens and nursery 
schools known to be departments of private schools, as well as public school 
kindergartens, have been excluded from the l i s t of day care services on the 
ground that they are basically educational. Privately-operated educational 
organizations other than parochial schools have been excluded from the 
school l i s t s since their service has no necessary relation to the neighbor-
hood of their location. 

Parochial, as well as public, schools are l i s ted because most of 
them do serve children within def inite d i s t r i c t s . High schools are omitted 
because enrolment does not depend on residence. Churches and the non-
Orthodox synagogues may draw some of their members from considerable dis-
tances but they usually represent a neighborhood resource; some offer social 
ac t iv i t i e s to the community as well as to members and many provide f a c i l i -
t i es for Scout troops, C.Y.O. programs, or other recreation a c t i v i t i e s . 
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SOUTH BROOKLYN-RED HOOK 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

This harbor community i s a center of commerce, shipping, and 
industry, but also one of the more densely-settled of the Brooklyn com-
munities. A major factor in maintaining the population i s the public 
housing which provides homes for almost 15,000 persons. 

The early settlement on Gowanus Bay, called Red Hook from the 
red s o i l , became the southern part of the town of Breuckelenj hence the 
name South Brooklyn. The f i r s t land purchased from the Indians in 16.36 
included a s i t e on Gowanus Bay and some Mohawk Indians are s t i l l found in 
this districts, Stevedores, seamen and factory workers have l ived here and 
bars and rooming houses have served sai lors from a l l ports of the world 
for many yei-rs. Along Atlantic Avenue, the Syrian shops and coffee houses 
and Arabic signs are evidence of an Arab colony. 

The residents of the area west of Columbia Street and south of 
Hamilton Avenue, known as "Erie Basin," used to be almost entirely of 
Irish birth or extraction. As la te as 19U0, the section north of Hamilton 
Avenue was known as "Little Italy." 

The Robbins Dry Dock on the Erie Basin, operated by the Todd 
Shipyards Corporation, was a development of Civil War days when the repair 
shops served the Union naval f l e s t . The State Barge Canal Terminal i s at 
the foot of Columbia Street on Gowanus Bay} the Atlantic Basin where the 
New York Dock Company has i t s wharves i s along the Buttermilk Channel. 

In land area, this community with a gross acreage of 1,569 ranks 
thirteenth among the twenty communities־ I t s territory, however, stretches 
from Atlantic Avenue on the East River front, just north of Governors 
Island, along Buttermilk Channel to the Erie Basin and around the end of 
the "Hook" at Gowanus Bay. On the north, the boundary runs along Atlantic 
Avenue from the river front, dipping to the south on Henry Street to Kane 
Street and returning north on Court Street to Fulton Street. On the 
inland side, the border with the Park Slope community starting at Fulton 
Street and Flatbush Avenue follows Nevins Street to Carroll Street and 
then moves eastward on Carroll and First Streets to follow Fourth Avenue ׳ 
southward to Prospect Avenue, where i t moves to the east again as far as 
Sixth Avenue and then west on 20th Street to the point where Gowanus Canal 
meets the Bay. 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook, as defined here, includes the inland 
health areas - 24, 25 and 43 and the waterfront areas - 40 and 41. Most 
of Health Area 43 i s separated from the Hook section (H.A. 41) by the 
Gowanus Canal. The Brooklyn Battery Tunnel . carries t r a f f i c from the West 



2 

Side Highway in Manhattan under the East River to reach Brooklyn at Hamilton 
Avenue. Hamilton Avenue and Gowanus Parkway cut diagonally across the area 
to the northeast of Red Hook Houses, taking tra f f i c from the tunnel across 
the Gowanus Canal; at Prospect Avenue i t connects with the Prospect Express-
way. The Brooklyn-Queens Expressway crosses the area from Atlantic Avenue 
following Hicks Street to meet the Gowanus Expressway. The lat ter highway 
turns down Third Avenue along the coast to Shore Parkway. 

These t r a f f i c arteries, the local streets and older thoroughfares 
absorbed 53U of the 1,569 acres as early as the land use survey of 1955-56. 
More land space may be ut i l i zed for t r a f f i c at this time. But in 1955-56, 
about 1,035 acres were available in this community for a l l purposes other 
than foot and road t r a f f i c . 

Land use: In 1955-56, some 208 acres, or 20 percent of the net 
acreage of 1,035,were reported to be vacant although 8 acres were used for 
licensed parking l o t s . Much of the vacant land - 1 2  acres - was in the ׳ 7
waterfront or Red Hook area (H.A. 41) but nearly 40 acres were on the shore 
side of Gowanus Canal from 5th to 20th Streets (H.A. 143). 

Small parks and outdoor playgrounds, including the large Red Hook 
Recreational Center, not far from Red Hook Houses, took up almost 78 acres 
or 7.5 percent of the land. Institutional f a c i l i t i e s - schools, churches, 
three hospitals, f i r e and police stations, settlement houses, the YWCA 
Judson Residence, e tc . - accounted for a l i t t l e under 30 acres - 2.9 percent. 
Presumably the new 1750,000 union hal l , the home of Local 1814 of the 
International Longshoremen's Association, has added to this acreage. This 
two-story structure, on a s i t e 100 by 75 f e e t , at Union and Court Streets, 
has. a large auditorium for meetings of the 8,400 members, a roof for sun-
bathing and a recreation room, as well as o f f i ces . 

Transportation, including the piers , railway sidings, e tc . in the 
areas along the waterfront׳ ut i l ized about 33 acres or a l i t t l e over 3 per-
cent of the available space. In combination with the 363 acres (35 percent) 
devoted to commerce and industry, the business operations and transportation 
f a c i l i t i e s absorbed 38 percent of the net land area. 

Only Williamsburg contained a larger share of the borough's com-
mercial and industrial acreage. The South Brooklyn community contained 10.4 
percent of the tota l in comparison with Iriilliamsburgיs 16.5 percent and 
Greenpoint's 9.6 percent. Heavy industry was of major importance, using 
51.4 percent of the 363 business acreage, with l ight industries taking up 
another 17.5 percent. Of the 250 acres devoted to industry, about 194 were 
in the Hook area on the waterfront (H.A. 41) and across the Gowanus Canal 
with access to the Bay in Health Area 43. 

A large portion of the 61 acres used for warehouses and other 
storage f a c i l i t i e s was in the same neighborhood. This form of land use 
accounted for 17 percent of the business area. Automobile storage and 
services used 6.6 percent and commercial ac t iv i t i e s - re ta i l stores, 
o f f i c e s , etc . - 7.6 percent. The stores and of f ices were concentrated 
chie f ly in the section near Fulton Street (H.A. 2U). 
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Residential acreage was second only to commercial and industrial 
operations in the proportion of the available land absorbed - 31•3 percent. 
More than half the 324 residential acres, were covered by multi-family 
dwellings in 1955-56. As a consequence, this community ranked fourth in 
population density, with only Williamsburg, Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene and 
Brownsville outranking i t . Ba3ed on the 1957 population, the persons per 
residential acre averaged 291•U. 

Population s ize 

In 1957 the population of 9U,332, despite the re lat ive ly high 
density, ranked this community as . f i f t eenth among the twenty in population 
s ize. I t contained only 3.6 percent of Brooklyn's residents. In 1950, the 
community held the same ranking and. was the home of the same proportion of• 
the borough's population. 

This i s one of the Brooklyn communities where the number of 
residents has been steadily decreasing s ince 1930. At the time of the 
Census of 1930, 110,703 persons l ived in th i s long-settled section. The 
depression years preceding the 19U0 Census brought a decrease of about 
6,700 persons or 6 percent, despite the opening in 1939 of Red Hook Houses 
with a population of nearly 9,000. The war and post-war 19U0's, with their 
prosperity, did not stop, and may have stimulated, the downward trend; 
another decrease of about 5 percent to 98,389 was recorded in 1950. This 
count included the 4,U69 persons in Gowanus Houses which were completed nine 
months before the 1950 Census. The seven years between 1950 and 1957 con-
tinued the trend with a reduction in population of 4,000.or 4 percent; the 
emulative decline between 1930 and 1957 reduced the population by 16,371 
persons or almost 15 percent. To some extent, further industrialization 
may have contributed to the decline in the most recent period. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census: The native-born whites - excluding those of Puerto 
Rican origin ־ constituted over two-thirds and the foreign-born whites over 
a f i f t h of the residents at th is time. The minorities - Puerto Ricans, 
Negroes, Chinese, Japanese, American Indians, e tc . - formed only 10 percent. 

Population of South Brooklyn-Red Hook, by cultural group: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of to ta l 

All c lasses 98,389 100.0 

Continental native white 67,616 68.7 
Foreign-born white 20,814 21.2 
Puerto Rican 6, 2.66 6.4 
Megro 3,189 3.2 
Other nonwhite races 504 0 .5 
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The small Negro group l ived mostly in Health Area 24 (2,300 of the 
3,.200), the area where Gowanus Houses had been completed in 19U9j another 
700 were in the area containing Red Hook Houses. Only 1.$ percent of 
Brooklyn's׳ Negroes lived i n South Brooklyn-Red Hook at th is time. 

The history of the Negro population in this community i s not that 
of continued growth. In 1930 the Negro population was 3*264, more than half 
of them in the waterfront areas and the others in the business section 
between Fulton and Douglass Streets. By 191*0 only 1,201 Negroes lived in 
the community. Possibly industrialization was responsible for the decrease 
since only about 500 were living in the section where housing was cleared 
for Red Hook Houses in the late 1930's. Despite the opening of that project 
in 1939, only 115 Negroes were in the health area of i t s location in 19U0 
and only 704 by 1950. 

For a considerable time prior to the heavy migration of Puerto 
Ricans to New York City during the post-war period, a sizable colony of 
Puerto Ricans had lived in the several "downtown" areas of Brooklyn includ-
ing th is neighborhood. The 6,300 in this community in 1950 constituted 15.6 
percent of the 40,000 Puerto Ricans then in Brooklyn. Only Williamsburg and 
the Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene communities had larger shares. 

As la te as 1950, th i s part of Brooklyn had a large colony of 
Ital ians by birth or extraction - f i r s t , second or third generation - which 
formed a major cultural group. Those of Italian birth - 12,652 - led other 
countries of origin by a wide margin, and amounted to three- f i f ths of the 
foreign born in 1950. Persons born in Ireland were second with only 5*2 
percent, the Poles were next with 4*9 percent and the Scandinavians with 
4.8 percent of the to ta l . All the middle and eastern European countries 
in combination accounted for only 10 to 12 percent. The analysis of death 
cer t i f i ca tes for white persons 25 years old or older by the place of burial, 
issued during 195b,suggests that the Jewish group in this section was small -
l e s s than $ percent of the whites. The Catholic population, however, prob-
ably was substantial. 

1957 Census: The o f f i c i a l census data, given in the next tabula-
tion, indicates an abrupt r ise in the number of Negro residents of nearly 
7,900 (247 percent) and in their proportion of the to ta l . Of the 11,070 in 
the community, 10,473 were l iving in the health areas where the public 
housing i s located (H.A, 24 and 41). 

Population of South Brooklyn-Red Hook, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

All c lasses 911,332 100.0 

White 82,960 87.9 
Negro 11,070 11.8 
Other nonwhite races 302 0,3 
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Since this was one of the four communities which together contained 
80 percent of the Brooklyn residents of Puerto Rican background in 1950, and 
since public housing i s available, a substantial r i se in th i s group by 1957 
i s not unexpected. The distribution of Puerto Rican children in the public 
and parochial schools of Brooklyn indicates that about 8.6 percent of these 
children l ived in this community in 1957. Assuming that Puerto Ricans of 
a l l ages were similarly distributed, an estimate of from 12,900 to 13,700 i s 
secured.!/ 

If the Puerto Rican residents more than doubled^/ between 1950 
and 1957, the composition of the 1957 population indicated by the Special 
Census of 1957 i s substantial ly modified. The use of the maximum estimate 
and adjustment of the white and Negro census f igures gives th is estimated 
cultural distribution in 1957: VJhite - 73.7 percent, Negro - 11.4 percent, 
Puerto Rican - 14.5 percent, and other 0 .3 percent. The net l o s s in white 
residents, when the Puerto Ricans are c l a s s i f i e d separately, must have 
approximated almost 19,000. 

Many of the Protestant churches in th i s community were founded in 
the nineteenth century when th i s was a middle-class white community - a 
l e s s fashionable extension of the Heights section. Some churches are now 
supported largely by members who l i v e at considerable distances, although 
some are achieving integrated congregations by attracting the Negro and י 
Puerto Rican members from the l o c a l i t y . The l i s t in Section IV r e f l e c t s 
the older settlements of Greeks and Syrians and the Spanish congregationsj 
some of the l a t t er were founded by the colony of Protestant Puerto Ricans 
which pre-dates the post-war migration. In addition to the 21 Protestant 
and Orthodox churches, f i v e Roman Catholic churches and two Conservative 
synagogues support the assumption of a diverse re l ig io -cul tura l composition 
of th i s community. 

Birth s t a t i s t i c s ; As early as 1952, 3U6 or 15.U percent of the 
2,249 births in th i s community were to mothers who had been born in Puerto 
Rico. During 1957, 667 Puerto Rican births formed 28 percent of the to ta l 
of 2,383^1958 brought a s l ight decrease in the to ta l number of children born 
to 2,372, and in the Puerto Rican number and proportion, to 658 births or 
27.7 percent. 

The number of nonwhite births which was 230 in 1952 rose to 363 
in 1957 and to 455 in 1958; their proportion of the to ta l correspondingly 
increased from 10.2 to 15.2 and 19.2 percent in the la ter years. The white 
proportion declined from 7U.U percent in 1952 to 53.1 percent in 1958. 
These proportions in comparison with the cultural composition of the t o t a l 
population presumably r e f l e c t the differences in age composition and birth 
rates . 

1/ This i s not unreasonable in view of the fact that about 11.6 percent of 
~ the Puerto Rican children born in 1957 were born to mothers l iv ing in 

these health areas. The age composition of the Puerto Rican group and 
the tendency to find younger famil ies in public housing would ?י. :^ount >'•״,..׳ 
the higher proportion of births, 

2/ Births to Puerto Rican mothers in t h i s community almost doubled in the 
~ shorter span of years from 1952 to 1957. 
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School data: The eight public elementary and junior high schools 
located in this community had a to ta l registration in September 1957 of 
7,596, of which 31 percent were c l a s s i f i e d as Puerto Rican and 31 percent 
as Negro. In October 1958, the to ta l enrolment had risen to 8,807 and the 
Puerto Rican percentage to 38.5• At this time, the Negro percentage was 
29.7, with white and other children forming 31.8 percent. Since i t i s 
reported that a substantial number of children l iving in th i s South Brooklyn 
area attend schools located just across the border in the Brooklyn Heights 
area, these proportions should be considered rough approximations. 

The special census in the Catholic parish schools taken in June 
1959 indicates that about 285 of the 4,383 children registered in the parish 
schools located in th i s community in October 1958 were Puerto Rican - l e s s 
than 7 percent. If the 1958 data for public and Catholic schools are com-
bined, registration at the Catholic schools represents a third of the tota l ; 
the Puerto Rican children in the public and parish schools represent about 
28 percent of the combined enrolment of 13,190. 

Age groups 

South Brooklyn-Red Hook, probably because of the 15,000 residents 
in public housing, might be considered the most , ,youthful" of the Brooklyn 
communities. But Canarsie may have the better claim to the t i t l e , primarily 
because a s l i gh t ly larger percentage of i t s 1957 population (30.9) was under 
14 years of age and a smaller proportion (5.9) was 65 years old or older in 
1957 (Table 7b). 

Population of South Brooklyn-Red Hook, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of to ta l Ninnber of total change 

All ages 98,389 100.0 9k,332 100.0 - 4 .1 

Under 6 years 12,152 12.4 12,592 13.3 3.6 
6-13 years 12,802 13.0 14,892 15.8 16.3 
14-19 years 8,525 8.7 8,772 9.3 2.9 
20-24 years 8,429 8.6 6,768 7.2 -19.7 
25-29 years 8,980 9 .1 7,329 7.8 -18.4 
30-4U years 22,361 22.7 20,379 21.6 - 8.9 
45-64 years 18,9U7 19.2 16,84U 17.8 -11.1 
65 years and over 6,193 6.3 6,756 7.2 9 .1 

In South Brooklyn the children under 14 years of age were 29.1 and 
the teen-agers 9.3 percent of a l l residents in 1957. No other community had 

3/ In estimating the Puerto Rican residents by communities, an adjustment 
has been made which assumes that half the children in J.H.S. 29, located 
in Brooklyn Heights but part of School Distr ict 26 which serves South 
Brooklyn-Red Hook, l ived in th i s South Brooklyn area. 
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so high a proportion of teen-agers 14-19 years old. The young men and women 
in their twenties formed 15 percent of the to ta l and th i s proportion was ex-
ceeded only by Bedford-Stuyvesant and Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene. 

Fewer than half the residents were 30 years old or older - 46.6 
percent compared with 47.9 percent in Canarsie. The 30-414 year-olds were 
proportionately fewer than in Canarsie but the aged group amounted to 7.2 
percent, while the middle-aged group differsby only eight-tenths of one 
percent from Canarsie•s 17 percent. 

The percent changes in the several age groups show considerable 
variation from the borough-wide changes presented in Table 6. In the 
borough as a whole, preschool and teen-age children decreased and the r i s e 
among the 6-13 year-olds was only 12.5 percent. But in th is community a l l 
groups under 20 years increased in number. The decreases in the 20-24 year 
group and the 30-414• year-olds were smaller in th i s community, but the de-
crease in the 45-64 year group greatly exceeded the borough-wide decrease; 
the r i se in the aged population was also smaller than in most communities 
and for the borough as a whole. 

Sex distribution; An unusually high rat io of males to females i s 
found in every age group in 1957 except the youngest where the rat io i s 
almost ident ical with the borough f igure. The youthful composition of the 
population no doubt i s part ia l ly responsible but even in 1950, when the 
population was older, the rat ios were higher especial ly among those from 25 
through 64 years of age. 

Population of South Brooklyn-Red Hook, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females; 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per Males per 

Age group Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 females 

All ages 49,9116 48,41*3 103.1 147,809 146,523 102.8 

Under 6 years 6,179 5,973 103.14 6,427 6,165 1014.2 
6-13 years 6,595 6,207 106.3 7,680 7,212 106.5 
14-19 years 4,190 4,335 96.7 14,634 14,138 112.0 
20-24 years 4,070 4,359 93־U 3,321 3,14147 96.3 
25-29 years 4,1484 14,1496 99.7 3,597 3,732 96.4 
30-414 years 11,067 11,2914 98.0 9,912 10,467 914.7 
45-64 years 10,249 8,698 117.8 8,7148 8,096 108.1 
65 years and over 3,112 3,081 101.0 3,1490 3,266 106.9 

Undoubtedly many men employed in the heavy industries in this area 
l i ve in the community; longshoremen and seamen tend to make the ir homes near 
the, docks; both factors no doubt contribute to the excess of males. In 1950, 
the number of s ingle males 14 years old or over (12,470) exceeded the females 
(9,237) by about 3,200. 
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Other population charac te r i s t i c s : 1950 

Although the net decrease in the population was small, the popula-
tion groups shifted suf f ic ient ly to invalidate to a major extent the accuracy 
of the 1950 data as a description of today's residents. But, as in other 
communities, the few socio-economic characteristics described here may have 
background interest and usefulness. 

Economic status; The median family income for the year 19149 was 
below •13,000 in four of the f ive health areas. Health Area 25, a small 
section between the Gowanus Canal and Douglass Street, from Court to Nevins 
Streets, had a median family income of $3,089; even this was below the 
Brooklyn median of UU7. The range for the other four areas was from 
$2,632 to $2,81114. These areas are among the 27 (of a total of 118 in 
Brooklyn) health areas with medians of l e ss than !3*000. Several other 
communities included health areas with a lower family income leve l - 6 in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, 3 in Brownsville, one in Williamsburg and one in 
Brooklyn Heights-Ft. Greene. 

The median income in 19149 for persons not l iving as members of a 
family ranged from $767 (H,A. 25) to $1,3614 (H.A, 214) in this community in 
comparison with $1,280 for Brooklyn as a whole. 

Educational l eve l : In 1950 only Health Area 214 had enough nonwhite 
adults to permit the computation of the median school years completed by 
persons 25 years old or older. The median was 8.5 years - s l ight ly above 
the borough-wide figure of 8.14. The white adults in the community had l e s s 
formal schooling than the level indicated by the Brooklyn median of 8.9 
years. The range in this community was from 7.8 to 8,6 years. 

Family groups: Although this i s a water front neighborhood in 
large part, the 1950 population not l iving in family groups was Quite small -
about 6,915 or 7 percent of the residents. The inhabitants l iving in res i -
dences or rooming houses, hotels, etc . were not many - l e ss than 2,800. On 
the other hand, about 3,300 or 13 percent of the 214,525 families did not in-
elude a married couple and the number of married women exceeded the 21,230 
married couples by a l i t t l e over 1,200. 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: Despite the lack of an accurate measure of 
f inancial dependency, i t i s f a i r ly clear that this community had somewhat 
more than i t s share. With 3.6 percent of Brooklyn's 1957 population, about 
6.3 percent of the cases on assistance early in March 1959 l ived in South 
Brooklyn-Red Hook. Since the 2,7145 cases l iving in the area include whole 
families as well as one-person cases, the percentages cited must understate 
the degree of dependency. The tota l includes 381 cases (persons or families) 
on general assistance (7.2 percent of Brooklyn's total) and 1,030 families 
(6.6 percent of the borough total) on aid to dependent children. Presumably 
the balance of the cases - 1,3314 ־ were mostly individuals receiving blind or 
old-age assistance or aid to the disabled. 
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Health indices; Except in Health Area 25 where the infant mortality 
rate for the year 1957 was 37 per 1,000 l ive births, these rates were below 
the borough-wide rate of 25.2 deaths per 1,000 l i ve births. The rates in 
four areas varied from 114.7 to 2U.it per 1,000, The venereal disease rates 
were below the borough rate of 308.U cases newly reported during 1957 per 
100,000 of the 1957 population in three health areas (25, 143 and 1*1). These 
rates were 165.14, 169.5 and 2014.1. In Health Areas 140 and 2U, the rates were 
339.5 and 630.14. 

The rates indicating tuberculosis prevalence are based on active 
cases on the Health Department's register on the l a s t days of 1956 and 1958. 
On the former day, the cases registered numbered 202 and on the lat ter day -
ITU. The rates per 1,000 of the 1957 population are 2.lit in 1956 and 1.8U in 
1958, in excess of the borough-wide rates - 1.20 and 0.98. 

Delinquency rates 

The 1'South Brooklyn area," one of the special areas created by the 
Youth Board for the expansion or introduction of services designed to reduce 
delinquency, includes a l l the health areas in th is community, the adjacent 
Health Area S3 in the Brooklyn Heights area and.three of the Park Slope 
health areas - 26, 142 and 146. 

In 1951 when the borough rate of delinquency was 114.7 cases per 
1,000 population 6-20 years of age in 1950, the rates in this community were 
a l l higher, varying from 16.14 to 33.1. In 1957 the Brooklyn rate, based on 
the April 1957 population of the appropriate age group,was 33.14 per 1,000$ 
by 1958 the rate based on the same population had risen to 141.2. In the 
South Brooklyn health areas, the 195? rates ranged from 32.9 in Health Area 
140 to 71.1 in Health Area 2U; in 1958 the range was from 145.7 to 75.6 per 
1,000 with the same areas having the low and high rates. 

Housing 

The number of dwelling units had been reduced from the 1950 Census 
count of 27,753 to 27,039 by 1957-58. The Brooklyn-Queens and Prospect 
Expressways caused the demolition of several hundred homes and the construe-
tion of warehouses and other industrial a c t i v i t i e s , the Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel,and the extension of Red Hook Houses a l l contributed to the net 
reduction. 

At the time of the land use survey in 1955-56, multi-family 
dwellings accounted if or two-thirds of the dwelling units , two-family houses 
for 23 percent and one-family homes, not quite 11 percent. Since Red Hook 
Houses I I , a small extension of 3146 units , i s the only public housing not in 
use at the time of the 1950 Census, the data from that source may be reason-
ably descriptive of much of the housing, with allowance for possible deter* 
ioration and changes. 
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Characteristics in 1950: Almost 600 of the 27,753 dwelling units 
were vacant in 1950. Owners occupied 14,7 percent of the homes in use; 
presumably most of the owner-occupied homes were found among the.5,951 ־ ^ 
units in one- and two-family houses. These units formed almost 22 percent 
of the to ta l . About 5.U percent of the homes were overcrowded and 15.5 per-
cent were substandard. Some of these substandard units may have been 
demolished for industrial or highway purposes; 97 units were torn down for 
the Red Hook extension housing project. 

Public housing: The low-income housing projects in operation-are 
described below. For the social programs conducted in the f a c i l i t i e s pro-
vided, see Section II . 

1. Gowanus Houses - State project 

211 Hoyt Street (H.A. 24) 
Site: Wyckoff to Douglass Streets 

Bond to Hoyt Streets 
Completed June 19U9 
Dwelling units - 1,139J estimated population - 4,469; 

persons per acre - 355; 16 buildings of 4, 6, 9, 10, 
13 and 14 s tor ies . 

Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - 111.92 

2. Red Hook Houses - Federal project 

62 Mill Street (H.A. 41) 
Site: Dwight to Clinton Streets 

West Ninth to Lorraine Streets 
Completed November 1939 
Dwelling units - 2,5U5; estimated population - 8,989; 

persons per acre - 272; 25 buildings of 6 stories 
Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $12.08 

3. Red Hook Houses II - Federal project 

62 Mill Street (H.A. 41) 
Site: Richards to Dwight Streets 

Wolcott Street to Red Hook Park 
Completed May 1955 
Dwelling units - 3U6; estimated population - 1,318; 

persons per acre - 23U; 3 buildings of 3 to 14 stories 
Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $11.62 
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Rehabilitation program: One of the four s i t e s in the City of New 
York designated by the Mayor ori -August 5, 1959 for an experiment in pre-
venting the spread of slums l i e s within th i s community. The block selected 
by the sponsor - Colony House - as the f i r s t target , i s bounded by Dean, 
Nevins, Paci f ic and Bond Streets . I t was chosen, according to Miss McCaulley, 
executive director of Colony House, "because i t i s a well-kept, good block 
where slum bl ight has just begun to spread, "ii/ 

The Brooklyn program began to operate on May 13 when o f f i c i a l s 
issued warnings of v iolat ions to 40 property owners. A f ive-day, roof - to-
cel lar inspection of the 122 buildings in the square block had discovered 
U26 v io lat ions . Most of the houses are private homes, occupied by owners 
or rented by a s ingle family. A number have been converted to rooming 
houses - f i f t e e n i l l e g a l l y . 

The program has three major goals: "Slowing the rate of housing 
obsolescence and decay, developing cohesive communities and stable family 
l i f e in the neighborhoods, and working out new techniques for e f f i c i e n t use 
of City personnel." 

k/ Uni ted Neighborhood Houses News, Summer 1959 and New York Times, August 
6, 1959. 



SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•̂  

Day Nurse r i e s , Kindergartens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. Colony House, I n c . : C h i l d r e n ' s Center 
Gowanus Houses 
420 B a l t i c S t r e e t 

Preschool and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i ld ren 6-8 yea r s . 

2. Red Hook Child Care Center 
(Operated by Brooklyn Kindergar ten Society) 
Red Hook Houses 
120 West 9 S t r e e t 

Preschool and a f t e r - s c h o o l care of ch i ld ren 6-7 yea r s . 

Other auspices 

None 

Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices 

1. Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Service and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid Socie ty : 
Department f o r the Handicapped 
285 Schermerhorn S t r e e t 

Sponsors a r e c r e a t i o n program fo r women over 45, most of whom 
are b l ind or o therwise phys i ca l l y handicapped. Group meets 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. from October 
through May. Program inc ludes h a n d i c r a f t s , games, speakers , 
s ing ing , dramat ics , p i c n i c s , e t c . 

2 . Brooklyn Cathol ic Youth Organiza t ion , Bui lders f o r Youth, I n c . : 
V i s i t a t i o n Center 
Richards and Verona S t r e e t s 

A Ca tho l i c Spanish cen t e r with a program of casework se rv ice , 
homemaking, s o c i a l group work and r e c r e a t i o n , l e g a l consu l t a t i on 
and c l a s se s i n Engl ish and c i t i z e n s h i p . Group work se rv ice fo r 
teenagers 13 to 21 years of age i s c a r r i e d on i n cooperat ion 
with the New York Ci ty Youth Board.&At presen t the Youth Board 
has 2 group workers a t t h i s c en t e r . Groups are scheduled fo r 
evenings and weekends and a t o the r times a t convenience of 

!group and s t a f f . 

1/ Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, although se rv ice 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , l o c a t e d elsewhere. 

2 / The c e n t e r s subsidized by the New York Ci ty Youth Board accept c h i l d r e n 
from the Re fe r r a l Uni t s and community agencies and a l so by d i r e c t 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

3. Brooklyn Pub l ic L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and ch i ld ren e i t h e r oc c a s i ona l l y or on a r egu l a r 
weekly or monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs 
i n the 1958-1959 year are l i s t e d below. 

C a r r o l l Park Branch 
396 Cl in ton S t r e e t 

Red Hook Branch 
Red Hook Houses 
588 Cl in ton S t r e e t 

4. Colony House, I n c . ; Gowanus Community Center 
415 B a l t i c S t r e e t (Gowanus Houses) 

Al l year r e c r e a t i o n a l and group work program f o r boys and 
g i r l s , 7 to 17 yea r s of age, and fo r a d u l t s . The Board 
of Educa t ion ' s Bureau of Community Education cooperates 
i n evening program, Monday through Fr iday . The group work 
program fo r teenagers i s subs id ized by the New York C i ty 
Youth B o a r d . V 

5. Education, Board o f , C i ty of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

Af t e r - s choo l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
spec ia l events . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers : Cente rs ope ra t ing i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York Ci ty Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
are on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those descr ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agencies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

P. S. 27; Af t e r - s choo l Center 
Nelson and Hicks S t r e e t s 

P. S, 30: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
165 Conover S t r e e t 



<3roup Work and Recreation Services - continued 
P.S . 32: Ful l - t ime Community Center 
317 Hoyt S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings; a f t e rnoon a c t i v i t i e s 
a v a i l a b l e seven days a week - on Saturday and Sunday from 
noon to 5:00oa.m. Subsidized by the New York Ci ty 
Youth Board.=׳ 

P .S . and J .H .S , 142: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
610 Henry S t r e e t 

P .S . 261: Evening Community Center , Af te r - schoo l Center 
314 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

Evening center open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

P .S . 613: Af te r - schoo l Center 
387 S t a t e S t r e e t 

6. Parks , Department o f , C i ty of New York^/ 

C a r r o l l Park 
Between Court and Smith S t r e e t s and Ca r ro l l and P re s iden t S t r e e t s 

F ie ld house with playrooms, s o f t b a l l f i e l d , ba ske tba l l 
and v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s , i c e ska t ing a rea , t a b l e t e n n i s , p l ay -
ground with wading poo l . Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Ennis Park Playground 
Eleventh and Twelfth S t r e e t s , between Second and Third Avenues 

Baske tba l l and v o l l e y b a l l cou r t s , i c e ska t ing a rea , playground. 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Gowanus Houses Playground 
Wyckoff S t r e e t between Hoyt and Bond S t r e e t s 

Basketba l l and handbal l c o u r t s , playground with wading pool . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Red Hook Park 

Verona, Dwight, Pioneer and Richards S t r e e t s 

Red Hook Playground King, Richards, P ioneer and Dwight S t r e e t s 
Soccer f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , v o l l e y b a l l and 
horseshoe p i t c h i n g cou r t s ; t a b l e t enn i s , f i e l d house 
with playrooms, 2 playgrounds. Recreat ion l e ade r sh ip . 

3 / I n desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k inderga r t en swings, 
l a rge and k indergar ten s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exerc i se u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Red Hook Recrea t ion Area 
Bay S t r e e t and Henry S t r e e t 

Stadium, a t h l e t i c f i e l d with running t r a c k , locker f a c i l i t i e s , 
4 baseba l l diamonds; 8 s o f t b a l l , a c r i c k e t , 2 soccer and 
3 f o o t b a l l f i e l d s ; outdoor swimming pool ; r o l l e r hockey, 
r o l l e r skat ing and i c e skat ing a r e a s ; indoor and outdoor 
dancing a reas ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , v o l l e y b a l l , paddle t e n n i s , 
horseshoe p i t ch ing and shuf f l eboa rd cou r t s ; t a b l e t e n n i s , 
f i e l d house with playrooms, 4 playgrounds, wading pool , k i t e 
f l y ing and model a i r p l a n e f l y i n g f i e l d (November to March). 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Van Voorhees Park Playground 
A t l a n t i c Avenue to Congress S t r e e t , between Hicks arid 
Columbia S t r e e t s 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d , handbal l and b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s ; small 
c h i l d r e n ' s playground on Congress S t r e e t and one a t Hicks 
and A t l a n t i c S t r e e t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Union S t r e e t between Van Brunt S t r e e t and Hamilton Avenue 

Baske tba l l , handba l l , paddle t e n n i s and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s ; 
f i e l d house with playrooms, playground with wading poo l . 
Recreat ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Woodhull, Hicks and Rapelye S t r e e t s and Brooklyn-Queens Expressway 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d , 2 boccie cou r t s , playground. 

PI a yground 
Smith S t r e e t between Luqueer and Nelson S t r e e t s 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Playground 
Smith S t r e e t between Nelson and Huntington S t r e e t s 

Baske tba l l , horseshoe p i t ch ing and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s ; 
playground. 

Playground 
Tenth S t r e e t between Second and Third Avenues 

Basketba l l and 8 handbal l c o u r t s , 2 playgrounds. 

7 . Po l i ce A t h l e t i c League: Miccio Center 
183 Union S t r e e t 

A f u l l - t i m e r e c r e a t i o n cen te r , subs id ized by the New York C i t y 
Youth Board.- Serves ch ׳ i ld ren 7 to 18 years of age from 
3:00 to 10:00 p.m. during the school year and from 10:00 a.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. i n the summer. Program c o n s i s t s of a t h l e t i c s , 
games, a r t s and c r a f t s , music; p a r t i e s , s o c i a l s and dances f o r 
the teenage group; t r i p s are arranged to b a l l games, e t c . 



<3roup Work and Recreation Services - continued 

8. Jacob A. R i i s Neighborhood Set t lement ! R i i s Red Hook Community 
Center 
110 West Ninth S t r e e t 

Serves r e s i d e n t s of Red Hook Houses and neighbors i n surround-
ing community. Provides r e c r e a t i o n a l and educat ional program 
fo r groups of a l l ages: gym, showers, c lubs , c r a f t s , dancing, 
s ing ing , dramat ics , music, woodworking, games, outdoor p l ay -
ground, summer program. 
Riis-Red Hook Day Center (Sponsored with Department of Welfare, 
the Federa t ion of P r o t e s t a n t Welfare Agencies and the New York 
C i ty Housing Au tho r i t y ) . Provides r e c r e a t i o n a l , educat ional 
and s o c i a l program fo r men and women 60 years of age and over; 
i n t e r r a c i a l ! nonsec ta r i an . Meets Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

9. Sa lva t i on Army 
Brooklyn Court S t r e e t Neighborhood Center 
378 Court S t r e e t 

Group a c t i v i t i e s f o r ch i l d r en , young people and a d u l t s , 
r e c r e a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , music, c r a f t s ! Home League (women's 
group f o r paren t educa t ion) . 

Seamen1s Club 
396 Court S t r e e t 

Lounge, k i t chen , snack bar , games, reading room, r e l i g i o u s 
s e rv i ce s f o r seamen. 

10. Warren S t r e e t Community Cen te r , Inc . 
307 Warren S t r e e t 

Open a f t e r school hours from 3:30 to 10:00 p.m. d a i l y . 
Boys' a c t i v i t i e s inc lude b a s k e t b a l l , ping-pong and spec ia l 
i n t e r e s t groups i n f a l l and winter months. G i r l s ' program 
i s r e c r e a t i o n , homemaking, music and h a n d i c r a f t s . Camping 
i n summer fo r both boys and g i r l s . 

Other vo lun ta ry agencies 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts 
and the Publ ic Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a rea , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and soc i a l 
agencies . Ca tho l i c Youth Organiza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t in most Roman Ca tho l i c churches 
but the number of spo r t s and age groups served vary from 
p a r i s h to p a r i s h ; Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t 
i n severa l p a r i s h e s . 
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Child Heal th Se rv i ces 

1. Hea l t h , Department o f , C i t y of New York: Chi ld Heal th S t a t i o n 
62 Second P lace 

2 . Long I s l a n d Col lege H o s p i t a l 
Henry, P a c i f i c and Amity S t r e e t s 

Well Baby c l i n i c 
4 / Mental Heal th Se rv ices - 7 

1. Long I s l a n d Col lege H o s p i t a l 
Henry, P a c i f i c and Amity S t r e e t s 

P s y c h i a t r i c c l i n i c (R) 

2 . Veterans Admin i s t r a t i on Regional O f f i c e : Mental Heal th S e r v i c e ^ / 
250 L iv ings ton S t r e e t 

Prov ides o u t - p a t i e n t p s y c h i a t r i c t r ea tmen t to e l i g i b l e 
e x - s e r v i c e men and women (R). 

3. New York S t a t e Department of Mental Hygiene: Brooklyn A f t e r ca re 
C l i n i c ^ / 
490 Fu l ton S t r e e t 

For Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s d ischarged from s t a t e h o s p i t a l s . 

Other C l i n i c s ^ 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

1. Hosp i t a l of the Holy Family 
155 Dean S t r e e t 

Medical , s u r g i c a l . 

2 . Long I s l a n d Col lege H o s p i t a l 
Henry, P a c i f i c and Amity S t r e e t s 

A l l e rgy (R) , a r t h r i t i s (R), cancer , c a r d i a c (R) , c e r e b r a l 
p a l s y ( c h i l d r e n up to 17 y e a r s ) , ches t (R), d e n t a l , dermatology, 
d i a b e t i c (R) ; e a r , nose and t h r o a t j endocr ine (R) , eye, 
f r a c t u r e (R), g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R) , g e n i t o u r i n a r y (R) , 
gynecology, hematology (R), medica l , neurology, neurosurgery (R), 
o r thoped ic , p e d i a t r i c , phys i ca l medicine (R) , p r e n a t a l and p o s t -
n a t a l , r e c t a l , s u r g i c a l , t r o p i c a l medicine (R) , tumor (R) , 
v a s c u l a r (R), venerea l d i s e a s e s . 

4 / The d e s i g n a t i o n (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from a n o t h e r 
c l i n i c o r u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 

5 / Also l i s t e d with borough-wide s e r v i c e s i n the I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
6 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -

eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the I n t r o d u c -
t i o n . 



Hospital- c ׳ l in ics - continued 

3. S t . P e t e r ' s Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
380 Henry S t r e e t 

Eye, e a r , nose and t h r o a t , g e n i t o u r i n a r y , gynecology, 
medical ( i nc lud ing t r o p i c a l and phys i ca l medic ine) , neurology, 
o b s t e t r i c s , o r thoped ic , p e d i a t r i c , p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , 
surgery ( i nc lud ing ches t and p l a s t i c ) . 

C l i n i c s under o the r ausp ices 

1. Brooklyn Tubercu los i s and Heal th Assoc ia t ion 
293 Schermerhorn S t r e e t 

Chest X-Ray Center 

2. Hea l t h , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fol lowing schoo l s : 
P .S . 6, 347 B a l t i c S t r e e t 
P .S . 27, Nelson and Hicks S t r e e t s 
P .S . 613, 387 S t a t e S t r e e t 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES?/ 

Family S e r v i c e , Chi ld Guidance and Related S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. New York C i t y Youth Board 
Al l of t h i s community i s i n the Youth Board 's South Brooklyn Area. 

South Brooklyn R e f e r r a l Uni t 
P u b l i c School 10 
511 Seventh Avenue 

Serves c h i l d r e n and young people 5-21 years of age r e s i d i n g i n 
t h i s community, r e f e r r e d through schools and o t h e r community 
agenc ie s , and a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n - d iagnoses t h e i r 
need f o r s e r v i c e and makes a p p r o p r i a t e r e f e r r a l s to t rea tment 
r e s o u r c e s . 

7 / This l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca t ed w i th in the a rea . 

8 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e serv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 
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Family Service. Child Guidance and Related Services - continued 

The v o l u n t a r y t r ea tment s e r v i c e s ^ / i n c o n t r a c t wi th the Youth Board 
i n the South Brooklyn Area a re as fo l lows : 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Se rv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid 

Soc i e ty : Family Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s D i v i s i o n . 
Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Cen te r , I n c . 
Brooklyn Soc ie ty f o r the P reven t ion of C r u e l t y to Ch i ld r en . 
C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn 

D i s t r i c t O f f i c e . 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians , i n c . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e and Community 

Se rv ices D i v i s i o n : C h i l d r e n ' s Court S e r v i c e . 
Jewish Family Se rv i ce : Brooklyn C o n s u l t a t i o n Center 
Jewish Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn: D i v i s i o n of P e d i a t r i c 

P s y c h i a t r y : Chi ld Guidance C l i n i c . 
S a l v a t i o n Army: Family Serv ice Bureau: Brooklyn 

D i s t r i c t O f f i c e . 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

Council of Soc ia l and A t h l e t i c Clubs: South Brooklyn Uni t 
Municipal Bui ld ing , Room 1105 
Joralemon and Court S t r e e t s 

P rov ides s o c i a l s e r v i c e s to s e l e c t e d u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t c lubs 
i n the Area. 

2. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and Sixth Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 yea r s of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

3. Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
This community i s served by two d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of t h e 
Department as fo l lows : 

» 

Williamsburg Welfare Center (Serves a l l of t h i s community wi th the 
excep t ion of Heal th Area 43) 
749 A t l a n t i c Avenue 
For t Greene Welfare Cen te r (Serves Heal th Area 43) 
147 P r i n c e S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l care and employment and 
placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s 
wi th c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e 
f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e  ׳ .

9 / These agenc ies a l l have one o f f i c e se rv ing the e n t i r e borough ( see 
f o o t n o t e 8 ) . 



SECTION III FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOIS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOIS 

1. Junior High School 6 
3kl Baltic Street 

2. Public School 13 
176 Degraw Street 

3. Public School 27 
Nelson and Hicks Streets 

U. Public School 30 
165 Conover Street 

5. Public School 32 
317 Hoyt Street 

6. Public School 58 
Smith Street and First Place 

7. Public School and Junior High School 1U2 
610 Henry Street 

8. Public School 261 
3XU Pacific Street 

Bc PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1• Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Parish School 
580 Henry Street 

2© St. Agnes Parish School 
U15 Degraw Street 

3. St . Mary, Star of the Sea Parish School 
Court and Nelson Streets 

k• St . Peter Parish School 
lhh Baltic Street 

5 . Visitation Parish School 
10k Richards Street 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. Calvary B a p t i s t Church 
120 Fourth P l a c e 

2. F i r s t Spanish B a p t i s t Church 
301-303 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

3. Strong P lace B a p t i s t Church 
56 Strong P l ace 

Lutheran 

4 . Norwegian Seamen's Church 
33 F i r s t P lace 

5. T r i n i t y Lutheran Church (MO) 
249 DeGraw S t r e e t 

Methodis t 

6. F i r s t Spanish Methodis t Church 
236-238 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t 

7 . Warren S t r e e t Methodis t Church 
307 Warren S t r e e t 

Greek Orthodox 

8 . Church of the Assumption 
224 18th S t r e e t 

9 . Greek Orthodox Church 

Bond S t r e e t and A t l a n t i c Avenue 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

10. C h r i s t Chapel 10}. S u l l i v a n S t r e e t 

11. C h r i s t Church 
326 C l i n t o n S t r e e t 

12. Church of the Atonement 
2507 17th S t r e e t 



A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal _ cont inued 

13. Holy Family Episcopal Church (Spanish) 
A t l a n t i c Avenue near Bond S t r e e t 

14. S t . P a u l ' s Episcopal Church of Brooklyn 
435 C l i n t o n S t r e e t 

Other 

15. Cuyler P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
358 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

16. L i f e Line Mission (Nondenominational) 
173 Bergen S t r e e t 

17. Meeting House, Re l ig ious Soc ie ty of Fr iends 
110 Schermerhorn S t r e e t 

18. P e n t e c o s t a l C h r i s t i a n Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
90 Summit S t r e e t 

19. S t . Nicholas Ca thedra l (Syr ian Orthodox) 
355 S t a t e S t r e e t 

20. South Brooklyn C h r i s t i a n Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
297 C a r r o l l S t r e e t 

21. South Congregat ional Church 
263 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t 

22. Spanish (Dean S t r e e t ) Methodis t Church (Free Methodist) 
160 Dean S t r e e t 

23. Spanish Seventh Day Advent i s t Church 
165 Columbia S t r e e t 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Sacred Hear t s of J e s u s and Mary and S t . S t ephen ' s R. C. Church 
108 C a r r o l l S t r e e t 

2 . S t . Agnes R. C. Church 
417 Sacke t t S t r e e t 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES - cont inued 

3. S t . Mary, S t a r of the Sea R. C. Church 
467 Court S t r e e t 

4. S t . P e t e r R. C. Church 
117 Warren S t r e e t 

5. V i s i t a t i o n of the Blessed Vi rg in Mary R. C. Church 
98 Richards S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregat ion Baith I s r a e l Ansche Ernes (Conservat ive) 
236 Kane S t r e e t 

2 . Congregat ion Mount S i n a i (Conserva t ive) 
305 Schermerhorn S t r e e t 



PARK SLOPE 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The name Park Slope originally was limited to the area sloping 
downhill toward the East River from the heights of Prospect Park to about 
Sixth Avenue,between the Grand Army Plaza and the southwestern boundary of 
Prospect Park. Most of the land which now forms the Park was purchased 
about 18l!0 or 1850 by three brothers of an old Brooklyn Heights family - the 
Litchfields - for summer homes. One brother erected the Litchfield Mansion 
(now the Brooklyn headquarters of the Parks Department) which became a well-
known center for society and soc ia l -po l i t i ca l entertainment. Several f i r e s 
postponed construction by the other brothers and, when the idea of Prospect 
Park was conceived, the City purchased most of the Litchfield estate and 
added land on the Flatbush side to form the present 526-acre park. 

During the mid-nineteenth century, the section west of the Park 
developed as a fashionable suburb of the downtown City of Brooklyn. From 
the Grand Army Plaza to about Third Street, Prospect Park West contained 
only large private homes, some of them with spacious gardens, unti l the 
1920's. Then, several homes were sold for the building of several luxury 
apartments and two modern but l e s s expensive apartment houses. Two large 
homes with gardens which form the block from First to Second Streets have 
been turned into the Brooklyn Ethical Culture Society's School. Quite a 
few private homes remain on the avenue and one-family homes continue to l ine 
most of the side streets down to Seventh Avenue although some may have been 
converted to small apartments or rooming houses. Eighth Avenue from about 
Third Street to Flatbush Avenue was a mixture of large homes with gardens, 
large (attached) houses with rear gardens, four-story apartments and a few 
large apartment houses. Some of the larger homes have been displaced in 
recent years by large, ultra-modern, apartment houses with units of from 
one- and-a half to three- and-a half or four rooms ; other large houses have 
been converted to apartments and rooming houses. 

In th i s neighborhood, on the avenues as well as on the side s treets , 
the income leve l and the quality of the housing have always moved downward 
with the slope of the ground to the East River. Flats over stores l ine 
Seventh, Sixth and Fifth Avenues. On Seventh Avenue, the neighborhood 
stores - the butchers, good grocery and vegetable shops, the upholsterers, the 
better bakeries, etc . - which catered to the well-to-do are disappearing; a 
few chain-store markets have taken their place; eating-places and shops come 
and go and quite frequently the stores are vacant. 
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During the l a s t f i f t e e n years or so, the name Park Slope has been 
attributed by the makers of community studies to the larger territory so 
described in th is report. This i s the land between the Ocean Avenue border 
of Prospect Park and the Sunset Park - Gowanus and South Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods on the East River, extending from Nevins Street along Atlantic 
Avenue on the north to the further boundary of Greenwood Cemetery on the 
south. This "community" i s really a series of dissimilar neighborhoods 
which appear to have no common bond״ The health areas included are 26, 
42, 45, k6 and 47. 

At the downtown border, Park Slope impinges for a short distance 
on the Ft. Greene area and then on Crown Heights; on the east, Crown 
Heights i s adjacent as far as Empire Boulevard; at about that point the 
eastern Park boundary divides this community from Flatbush as far as Coney 
Island Avenue. Across the southern border i s the Borough Park-Kensington 
area. To the southwest and south, the Sunset Park neighborhood surrounds 
Greenwood Cemetery.but Sunset Park and Park Slope residential areas ac-
tually meet for only a few blocks. On the west from 20th Street to the 
junction of Schermerhorn Street and Flatbush Avenue, South Brooklyn-Red 
Hook i s adjacent. 

These irregular boundaries enclose a land area of 2,172 acres. 
Flatbush Avenue, a heavy t r a f f i c artery, follows a diagonal l ine from 
Atlantic Avenue to the Grand Army Plaza into which Vanderbilt Avenue, 
Eastern Parkway and Union Street also bring t r a f f i c . The Prospect Express-
way, under construction, follows the path of Prospect Avenue on the down-
town side of Greenwood Cemetery to a point near the southwest boundary of 
Prospect Park; there i t joins Ocean Parkway to take t r a f f i c as far as Coney 
Island. The local and through streets account for almost 503 acres, leaving 
for a l l other community purposes 1,669 acres. 

Land use: In 1955-56, the vacant land amounted to a l i t t l e more 
than 28 acres, or 1.7 percent of the net space excluding streets and high-
ways. Less than 3 of the vacant acres were used for licensed parking l o t s . 
Prospect Park, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, the Parade Grounds, The Byrne 
Memorial Park playground and other outdoor recreational f a c i l i t i e s absorbed 
a larger proportion of the land area than any other type of land use - 578 
acres or almost 35 percent of the 1,669 acres. The land devoted to " inst i -
tutional" f a c i l i t i e s i s second, only to the park land and recreation areas -
514.5 acres or close to 31 percent of the tota l . Greenwood Cemetery 
accounts for 478 acres but, in addition to the police and f i r e stat ions, 
churches, synagogues, large temples such as the Union Temple with i t s 
community center, e t c . , the Brooklyn Museum, the main branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library on the Grand Army Plaza, the Methodist Hospital, the large 
residence and center of the IWCA and a YMCA branch are a l l located within 
this neighborhood. 

Commercial and industrial ac t iv i t i e s are not a major form of land 
use; they absorbed only 82 acres, or just under 5 percent of the tota l in 
1955-56, and transportation f a c i l i t i e s only 15 acres or l e s s than one per-
cent. Industry i s found chief ly in the downtown section near Atlantic 
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Avenue, in the area between Nevins Street and Third Avenue, with some in 
the section below Sixth Avenue in Health Areas 1*6 and 1*7, Light and heavy 
industries together ut i l i ze about 1*5 percent of the 82 business acres, 
with the land equally divided between l ight and heavy. Automobile storage 
and services take 27 percent, warehouses over 8 percent, and re ta i l stores 
and other commercial operations almost 20 percent of the total . 

Residences occupied 1*50,5 acres in 1955-56, 27 percent of the net 
acreage. Since more than half (53.5 percent) the acreage i s used for multi-
family dwellings, the population density i s fair ly high. The average of 
261*.1 persons per residential acre ranks this community as seventh in 
density among the twenty communities, between Greenpoint and Crown Heights. 

Population size 

Park Slope ranked tenth in population size in 1957. I ts 118,990 
inhabitants constituted 1*.6 percent of the 1957 Brooklyn population. In 
common with most of the Brooklyn communities, the population in this area 
had decreased in the seven years since 1950j the reduction amounted to 9,207 
or 7.2 percent. 

In the twenty years 1930 to 1950 the population had grown slowly. 
From a 1930 count of 12k,13k i t rose by one percent to 125,995 in 19U0 and 
then by 1.7 percent to 128,197 in 1950, The cumulative increase of 3,1*63 
persons or 2.8 percent between 1930 and 1950 was more than canceled by the 
drop in 1957, so that the 1957 population was 5,71*1* or 1*.6 percent below the 
1930 leve l . 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census: Native white residents born on the continent pre-
dominated in 1950, forming more than three-fourths of the total , with 
foreign-born whites accounting for a f i f t h and the Puerto Ricans and non-
whites for only 3 percent. 

Population of Park Slope, by cultural group: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of total 

All classes 128,197 100,0 

Continental native white 98,1*79 76.8 
Foreign-born white 25,939 20,2 
Puerto Rican 1,382 1.1 
Negro 2,11*3 1.7 
Other nonwhite races 2514 0,2 

In 1950 the Negro population was concentrated in the small downtown 
section (H.A, 26) which has borders in common with the South Brooklyn-Red 
Hook community, the Ft, Greene area and the Crown Heights communityj only 95 
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Negroes of the 2,143 l ived elsewhere. In 1930 and 19110 when the Negro group 
numbered 2,01*5 and 2,001, respectively, the distribution was similar. The 
small Puerto Rican colony in 1950 was distributed somewhat more widely but 
875 of the 1,382 also l ived in Health Area 26, with 351* in the nearby sec-
tions of Health Areas 42 and 45• 

I ta ly was the leading country of origin among the foreign-born 
whites, contributing 27.8 percent of the tota l . Ireland was the country of 
origin second in importance, accounting for 19.U percent. Russia, Poland, 
Germany and other middle and eastern European countries were the homelands 
of about 17 percent, the United Kingdom and Canada of 13.8 percent and the 
Scandinavian countries of 7.3 percent. Although not of numerical importance 
i t id interesting that 3.U percent of the foreign-born whites were from 
Greece and 3.1 percent from Asia. The analysis of death cer t i f i ca tes issued 
for white adults during 1951* suggests that about 5 percent of the white 
residents belonged to the Jewish fa i th . 

1957 Census: The analysis provided by the Special Census of 1957 
indicates the continued overwhelming predominance of the "white" population. 
This predominance i s valid even when allowance i s made for the growth in the 
Puerto Rican group which i s largely in the white to ta l , 

Percent 
Color Number of to ta l 

All c lasses 118,990 100.0 

White 112,790 91*. 8 
Negro 5,953 . 5.0 
Other nonwhite races 21*7 0 .2 

These census figures reveal a sharp r i se in the Negro popula-
tion - a r i se of 178 percent in the seven years since 1950. This group 
also was more widely distributed throughout the community. The residents 
in the downtown area (H.A, 26) almost doubled, i t i s true, but the number 
of Negroes in Health Area 42 rose from 4 to 1*78 and in Health Area 1*5 from 
48 to 1,409. 

The birth and school s t a t i s t i c s given in subsequent paragraphs 
leave no doubt that the population of Puerto Rican origin has grown in s ize 
since 1950. The method of estimating based on the school data assigns 
about 7 percent of the Puerto Ricans in Brooklyn to this community in 1957 
and provides an estimated range of from 10,500 to 11,200. In the l ight of 
the distribution by community of the births to Puerto Rican mothers in 
1957 and 1958, the school data may overstate the Puerto Rican population. 

In estimating the following distribution of the 1957 population, 
the minimum estimate of 10,500 Puerto Ricans has been used for the reason 
given: White - 86.2 percent; Puerto Rican - 8.8 percent; Negro - Iu8 per-
centj and other nonwhite - 0 .2 percent. If the several estimates are rea-
sonably val id , over 21,000 non-Puerto Hican x^hites must have l e f t the 
community between 1950 and 1957. 
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Within the borders of Park Slope there are 28 Protestant churches -
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist and others of the standard denominations as 
well as an Italian-American Seventh Day Adventist Church, a Spanish language 
church, a Pentecostal church, a Christian Science Reading Room and the 
meeting place of the Brooklyn Ethical Culture Society. The rel igio-cultural 
diversity indicated by the Protestant churches i s confirmed by the presence 
of 8 Roman Catholic parishes and 1* synagogues or temples - one Orthodox, 
one Conservative and two Reformed congregations. 

Birth s t a t i s t i c s : Live births to white mothers l iving in this 
community have been declining in number and in proportion to the total; in 
1952 the 2,279 white births formed 89.1 percent of the to ta l of 2,557. In 
1957, the 1,988 white births were only 7U.5 percent of the 2,669 children 
born; during 1958 the number of white births was down to 1,932 or 71.8 per-
cent of a tota l of 2,691. 

The reverse trend i s found in both nonwhite and Puerto Rican births. 
The 96 nonwhite and 182 Puerto Rican children born during 1952 were only 3.8 
and 7.1 percent of the to ta l . In 1957, 289 children, or 10.8 percent, were 
born to nonwhite mothers and 392, or lit. 7 percent, to Puerto Rican mothers. 
By 1958, the 356 nonwhite and 1*03 Puerto Rican births had become 13.2 and 
15.0 percent of the tota l . In 1957, 6.8 percent of a l l births to Puerto 
Rican mothers were to residents of Park Slope; in 1958, the percentage was 
lower - 6.1* percent of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican births. 

School data: The public elementary and junior high schools (12 in 
1957, 11 in 1958) had a total registration of 9,571* children in September 
1957; 15 percent were c lass i f i ed as Negro, 2i*,6 percent as Puerto Rican and 
60,1* percent as "others" In October 1953, 10,5 percent of the 8,132 chi l -
dren enrolled at the 11 schools were Negro and 26,7 percent, Puerto Rican. 

The change in the ethnic distribution between 1957 and 1958 
re f l ec t s chief ly the closing of the old building of Public School 9 which 
was on Sterling Place within the Park Slope community (H.A. 1*5) in September 
1957. The new building on Underhill Avenue i s located within the adjacent 
Crown Heights community, probably because the s i t e i s more accessible to i t s 
students. The ethnic distribution in September 1957 when Public School 9 i s 
omitted i s as follows: Negro 9.1 percent, Puerto Rican - 26.1* percent, and 
other - 6i*,5 percent. 

Many white children in this community with i t s substantial 
Catholic population attend the 7 Catholic parish schools which had a total 
enrolment of 7,920 in October 1958; this figure represents 1*9.3 percent of 
the combined tota l of public and Catholic parochial school enrolment -
16,052. The number of Negro children attending the parochial schools i s not 
known but the special census of June 1959 found 119 children from Spanish-
speaking families in attendance. When the 119 are combined with the 2,169 
Puerto Rican children in the public schools in October 1958, the 2,288 formed 
11*, 3 percent of the combined enrolment. 
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A considerable proportion of the children who l i v e on Prospect 
Park West or in the side streets near the Park who do not use the Catholic 
schools, attend private schools - the Berkeley School or the Ethical 
Culture School for instance - partly because no public school i s access ible -
particularly for the younger children. 

Age groups 

Park Slope i s one of the ten Brooklyn communities in which over 56 
percent of the 1957 population was 30 years of age or older. Almost 35 per-
cent of the residents were 1*5 years old or older, with both categories -
145-614 years and 65 years and over - being a larger share of the t o t a l than 
they are in the borough as a whole; Park Slope, with 9.8 percent of i t s 
residents 65 years old or older, ranks s ixth among the communities in th is 
respect. The 30 - 14U year group - 21.7 percent - on the other hand i s 
below the borough-wide percentage of 22.3• 

Population of Park Slope, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of to ta l Number of to ta l change 

All ages 128,197 100.0 118,990 100.0 - 7 .2 

Under 6 years 12,3014 9 .6 12,267 10.3 - 0 .3 
6-13 years 12,887 10.1 114,118 11.9 9 .6 
114-19 years 9,638 7.5 8,877 7.14 - 7.9 
20-211 years 10,102 7.9 7,707 6 .5 -23 .7 
25-29 years 10,1401 8 .1 8,6140 7.3 -16.9 
30-hh years 29,913 23.3 25,8140 21.7 -13 .6 
145-614 years 31,561 214.6 29,8914 25.1 - 5.3 
65 years and over 11,391 8.9 11,6147 9.8 2.2 

Children under 11* years of age formed only 22.2 and the teen-agers 
(114-19 years) only 7.i4 percent of the t o t a l , both proportions being smaller 
than the borough percentages. Although the Puerto Rican group presumably i s 
comparatively youthful and most of them are c l a s s i f i e d as white in the 
census, in 1957 the median age of the whites ranged from 30.0 years in 
Health Area 142 to 140.7 years in Health Area 145. The nonwhite medians in the 
three health areas containing at l e a s t 100 nonwhites were 15.14 (H.A. 142), 
25.3 (H.A. 26) and 31.3 years (H.A. 145). 

Sex distribution: In Park Slope, the rat ios of males to females 
are considerably below the borough-wide rat ios among the teen-agers and 
young persons 20-214 years of age and among the aged group. But the men 
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30-1114 years and 1*5-61* years old are more nearly equal to the women in Park 
Slope than in Brooklyn as a whole. 

Population of Park Slope, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1957 Census 1950 Census 
Males per 

100 females 

93.9 

Male Female 
Males per 

100 females Male Female 

105.8 
103.8 
93.9 
81.1 
911.7 
89.9 
96.3 
83.2 

5,960 
6,929 
14,578 
11,255 
14,1437 

13,609 
15,225 
6,359 

6,307 
7,189 
1*,2 99 
3,1452 
14,203 

12,231 
114,669 

5,288 

105.14 
1014.9 
914.0 
89.8 
9U.8 
90.9 
98.14 
80.3 

5,991 
6,290 
14,969 
5,322 
5,3140 

15,672 
15,908 
6,317 

6,313 
6,597 
14,669 
1 4 , 7 8 0 
5,061 

114,2141 
15,653 
5,0714 

Age group 

All ages 62,388 65,809 914.8 57,638 61,352 
Under 6 years 
6-13 years 
114-19 years 
20-214 years 
25-29 years 
30-1414 years 
145-614 years 
65 years and over 

Other population characteristics: 1950 

In view of the loss of 20,000 or more of the white residents since 
1950, i t is difficult to estimate the degree to which the 1950 characteristics 
have been altered. In the section near Prospect Park, a number of apartment 
houses with high rentals have been and are being constructed. In certain 
sections, on the other hand, some of the newcomers are members of groups which 
usually have low incomes. But some of the new residents and some of the long-
time residents who are wage earners may well be beneficiaries of the change in 
the wage level, with more purchasing power as well as dollar incomes higher 
than in 19149. 

Economic status: Because some of the health areas tend to include 
upper, middle, and lower"income sections, the median family incomes in 19149 
were fairly low in all areas. Two health areas - 26 and 142 - were in the 
group of 27 in Brooklyn in which the median family income was below $3,000: 
$2,7514 in Health Area 26 and $2,881 in Health Area 142. The other areas had 
medians of $3,3714, $3,U01 and in Health Area 145, $3,738 - the only median 
above the borough-wide figure," of $3,141*7. Nevertheless, some 57 percent 
of the families in Park Slope had incomes of $3,000 or more; 3h percent 
were in the $3,000 to $14,999 classj 23 percent received $5,000 or more during 
19149. 

Incomes of the persons not living in family groups ranged from 
$757 in Health Area 142 to $2,083 in Health Area U5j three of the medians 
were above the borough median of $1,280. 
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Educational l eve l : The median school years completed by white 
adults 25 years of age or older ranged from 8.5 years to 11.6 years in 
comparison with the Brooklyn median of 8.9 years. The only median com-
puted for nonwhite adults was that of 7.2 years for Health Area 26j 
this was considerably below the Brooklyn nonwhite median of 8.4 years. 

Family groups: Most of the 1950 residents l ived in ordinary 
houses or apartments - 95 percent. The home for the aged operated by the 
Li t t l e Sisters of the Poor and one nursing home accounted for the i n s t i -
tutional population of 249. Slightly over 6,300 persons l ived in rooming 
houses, the YMCA and YWCA residences, hotels , nurses' homes, etc. 

About 90 percent of the residents l ived as members of the 32,865 
family groups but there were 12,875 persons l iving alone or with persons 
unrelated to them. The families consisted of 27,890 in which there was a 
married couple and !+,975 (15 percent) ©©®posed of other groups of related 
persons - one parent with minor or adult children, brothers and s i s t er s , 
e tc . 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: Although Park Slope contained only it.6 per-
cent of the 1957 Brooklyn population, about 6.2 percent of the Brooklyn 
cases receiving assistance on March 2, 1959, l ived in the community. Six 
communities had larger proportions of the to ta l . This rough comparison 
suggests considerable f inancial dependency which may r e f l e c t , in part, 
recent population sh i f t s . Almost half the 2,671* cases reported on March 2 
were persons receiving old-age or blind assistance or aid to the disabled; 
421* cases consisted either of families or individuals receiving general 
assistance but 935 were families receiving aid to dependent children. A 
large proportion - 1,253 of the 2,674 cases - l ived in Health Area 26; 
223 of these cases received home r e l i e f , 1*97 were ADC families and 533 
persons were on the ro l l s for one of the special types of assistance. 

Health indices: The 1957 infant mortality rates were above the 
borough-wide rate of 25.2 deaths per 1,000 l i ve births in every Park Slope 
health area but one - 47j there the rate was 20.4. Elsewhere, the rates 
varied from 32.5 to 1*3.3• The venereal disease rates per 100,000 of the 
population, based on cases newly reported during 1957, showed wide d i f f e r -
ences. In comparison with the borough-wide rate of 308,4, the rates in 
Health Areas 47 and 45 were 101.6 and 162.2, with Health Area 42 somewhat 
higher - 231.9. But in Health Area 46 the rate was 1*98.5 and in Health 
Area 26, 882.6 per 100,000, These rates are based on 91* infant deaths and 
346 new cases of venereal disease in the entire community during 1957. 

The prevalence of tuberculosis cases also i s well above the 
borough-wide l eve l . For Brooklyn, the number of active tuberculosis 
cases on the Department of Health's register on December 31, 1956, and 
December 31, 1958 give rates of 1.20 and 0.98 cases per 1,000 of the 1957 
population. Comparable rates for Park Slope were 1.85 and 1.60 per 1,000. 
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Delinquency rates 

Three of the f ive Park Slope health areas are covered by the New 
York City Youth Board's special area called "South Brooklyn" - Health Areas 
26, 142 and 146. In 1951, when the delinquency rate for Brooklyn as a whole 
was 1)4.7 cases per 1,000 children and youth in the 1950 population, the 
rates for these areas were 35«3, 21.5 and 16,6. In the other areas, the 
rates were 20.5 and 22.7 per 1,000. 

By 1957 when the Brooklyn rate had risen to 33.14 per 1,000 , 6-20., 
years of age, based on the April 1957 population, the Park Slope rates were 
83.7, 39.8 and 29.3 in Health Areas 26, 142 and 146 and 37.1 and I4I4.6 elsewhere. 
In 1958 the rates based on 1958 cases and the 1957 population were higher -
from 35.7 to 142.9 in four areas but 99.9 per 1,000 in Health Area 26. These 
1958 rates might re f l ec t an increase in the population of the appropriate 
ages or an actual r ise in delinquency resulting from changes in the composi-
tion of the population. 

Housing 

The count of 37,11414 dwelling units in the community in 1957-1958, 
prepared for the City Planning Department, indicates a net loss of about 
732 units from the 1950 Census enumeration of 37,876. This net loss was 
caused chiefly by the demolition of 720 units in Health Area 147 for the 
Prospect Expressway and other losses in Health Areas 26, 142 and I46, o f f se t 
by the addition of 188 units in Health Area 145• 

According to the land use survey of 1955-56, 16.5 percent of the 
1451 residential acres were occupied by one-family homes, 30 percent by two-
family homes and 53.5 percent by multi-family dwellings. 

Characteristics in 1950? With due allowance for the changes •brought 
by demolition and deterioration and the substitution of some new dwellings 
for older buildings, the data derived from the 1950 Census of Housing may be 
worth consideration. At that time, 689 units or 1.8 percent of the total 
were vacant; some of these may have been among those since demolished. 
Owners occupied 6,691 homes or 18 percent of the total in 1950. One- and 
two-family houses contained 26 percent of the dwellings occupied. About 5.7 
percent of the units were c lass i f i ed as overcrowded and 12.5 percent were 
considered to be substandard. 

Public housing: No public projects are now located in the Park 
Slope area but, in April 1959, the City Planning Commission approved a pro-
posal by the New York City Housing Authority for a State-sponsored project in 
what i s temporarily called the Prospect Expressway Area. The s i t e area i s 
from 19 to 20 Streets, from Eighth to Tenth Avenues, near Greenwood Cemetery. 
The proposed public construction on one block may contain about 300 apart-
ments and currently a Tit le I project i s expected to occupy the second block. 

One of the two blocks within the s i te i s the space now occupied by 
the abandoned subway car "barns." The second block i s now 20 percent vacant 
and the balance i s devoted to old one- and two-family frame houses and old 
"walk-up" apartment buildings. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•̂  

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

South Brooklyn Chi ld Care Center 
P u b l i c School 107 
S ׳13 - 456 t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

Other ausp ices 

None 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv ices 

1. Brooklyn C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion : Bu i lde r s f o r Youth, I n c . 
S t . F r a n c i s Xavier Church and School 
225 S ix th Avenue 

Program of casework s e r v i c e , homemaking,social group work 
and r e c r e a t i o n , l e g a l c o n s u l t a t i o n and c l a s s e s i n Eng l i sh 
and c i t i z e n s h i p . Group work s e r v i c e f o r t eenagers 13 to 
21 yea r s of age i s c a r r i e d on i n coopera t ion with the New 
York C i t y Youth Board.2/ Groups a r e scheduled f o r evenings 
and weekends and a t o t h e r t imes a t convenience of group and 
s t a f f . 

2 . Brooklyn I n s t i t u t e of Ar t s and Sc iences 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
1000 Washington Avenue 

Educa t iona l s t a f f o f f e r i n s t r u c t i o n to school c l a s s e s and 
a l so to i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d r e n (ou t of school hours) e n r o l l e d 
i n c l a s s e s us ing the greenhouses and outdoor gardens f o r 
t h e i r c lassrooms. 

Brooklyn Museum 
Eas t e rn Parkway and Washington Avenue 

Sunday a f t e r n o o n c o n c e r t s ; a r t c l a s s e s f o r c h i l d r e n 7 to 15 
y e a r s i n both w i n t e r and summer s e s s i o n s ; Adult Ar t School 
i n both win te r and summer s e s s i o n s . 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, a l though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted e l sewhere . 

2 / The c e n t e r s subs id ized by the New York C i t y Youth Board accep t c h i l d r e n 
from the R e f e r r a l Un i t s and community agenc ies and a l s o by d i r e c t 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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3. Brooklyn Pub l ic L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct spec i a l programs fo r both a d u l t s 
and ch i ld ren e i t h e r occas iona l ly or on a regu la r weekly or 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs in the 
1958-1959 year are l i s t e d below. 

Main L ib ra ry , I n g e r s o l l Building 
Grand Army Plaza 

Great Books Discuss ion group - twice monthly; Adult Film and 
Book Programs - 2 Sunday a f t e rnoons a month; Teenage Recordings -
weekly November through June; Film Program f o r ch i ld ren - weekly 
i n March and A p r i l ; Preschool Program - twice monthly; Chess 
Club - weekly Apr i l through June . 

P a c i f i c Branch 
25 Fourth Avenue 

Prospect Branch 
431 Six th Avenue 

Book Discuss ion Group - monthly. 

4. Ca tho l ic C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn 
Golden Age Club of S t . Augus t ine ' s Pa r i sh 
S t e r l i n g Place and S ix th Avenue 

Provides r e c r e a t i o n a l program fo r men and women 60 and over -
no geographical r e s t r i c t i o n ; i n t e r r a c i a l , nonsec ta r ian . 
Engl i sh , German and I t a l i a n a re spoken. A c t i v i t i e s inc lude 
games, a r t s and c r a f t s , dancing, group s ing ing , s e rv i ce pro-
j e c t s , f r i e n d l y v i s i t i n g to i l l meiabers. Meets Tuesdays from 
1:30 to 4:00 p.m. 

5. Ca tho l ic Guild f o r the Blind, Diocese of Brooklyn: Cathedral Center 
Cathedral College 
555 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

Dramatic workshop, d i scuss ion groups, hobby c lubs ; t r i p s and 
p a r t i e s . 

6. Colony House, I nc . 
297 Dean S t r e e t 

Clubs, dramatics f o r ch i ld ren , h a n d i c r a f t s , music, gym and 
dancing c l a s s e s f o r ch i ld ren and a d u l t s ; hea l th t a l k s and 
l e c t u r e s ; day camping in summer. Group work se rv ice subsidized 
by the New York Ci ty Youth Board.2/ 
Happiness Club: Provides r e c r e a t i o n fo r men and women over 65 
years of age - i n t e r r a c i a l and nonsec ta r ian . Program inc ludes 
games, fo lk and s o c i a l dancing, group .s inging, p a r t i e s , f r i e n d l y 
v i s i t i n g to i l l members. Meets every o the r Friday from 2:00 to 
5:00 p.m. Closed June , J u l y and August, 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

7 . Congregat ion Beth Elohim - Temple House 
Eighth Avenue and G a r f i e l d P lace 

F a c i l i t i e s i nc lude gymnasium, poo l , aud i to r ium, 4 c lub rooms, 
l i b r a r y , game room and 24 c l a s s rooms. A c t i v i t i e s a v a i l a b l e 
to members on ly . 

8 . Educat ion , Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educa t ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r s serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s i nc lude p a i n t i n g , d r a m a t i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s i n g i n g , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers se rve t eenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Cen te r s o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 
a r e on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They prov ide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those de sc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accep t c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agenc ies and a l s o 
by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Manual Tra in ing High School: Evening Community Cente r 
Seventh Avenue between Fourth and F i f t h S t r e e t s 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday even ings j swimming 
a v a i l a b l e . 

P .S . and J . H . S . 10: F u l l - t i m e Community C e n t e r ^ / 
511 Seventh Avenue 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings , a f t e r n o o n a c t i v i t i e s 
a v a i l a b l e seven days a week - on Sa turday and Sunday from 
12 noon ,to 5:00 p.m. Subsidized by the New York C i t y Youth 
Board.=׳ 

P .S . 47: A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
480 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

J . H . S . 51: Evening Community Center 
350 F i f t h Avenue 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday evenings . 

3 / I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c e n t e r p rov ides a program of 
informal a d u l t educa t ion . 
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9 . Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New Y o r k ^ 

James J . Byrne Memorial Park and Playground 
Between Fourth and F i f t h Avenues and Third and Fourth S t r e e t s 

F i e l d house with playrooms; 2 Sof tba l l diamonds, 
2 b a s k e t b a l l , 2 bocc ie , 7 handba l l , horseshoe p i t c h i n g , 
paddle t e n n i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; i c e and r o l l e r 
ska t i ng a r e a s , t a b l e t e n n i s , playground with wading poo l . 
Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Mt. P rospec t Park Playground 
Eas t e rn Parkway oppos i t e Underh i l l Avenue 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Parade Grounds 
Pa rks ide and Coney I s l a n d Avenues 

Twelve baseba l l diamonds, 4 f o o t b a l l f i e l d s , a soccer f i e l d , 
l ocke r f a c i l i t i e s , c ro s s country run, 8 bowling greens , ho r se -
shoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

P rospec t Park 

P rospec t Park West, P a r k s i d e , Ocean and Fla tbush Avenues 

B icyc l ing area 

Center and Well House Drives - one mile 

B r i d l e Path Entrance a t Park C i r c l e 
Coas t ing a reas (4 l o c a t i o n s ) 

Bowl between P i c n i c House and Tennis House 
Long Meadow, nor th end 
Lookout H i l l , nor th s lope 
Payne Monument H i l l , toward P i c n i c House 

Concer t area 
F la tbush Avenue and Empire Boulevard 

Hockey f i e l d s (4) 
Near Ninth S t r e e t en t rance 

K i t e f l y i n g 
Long Meadow (near Third S t r e e t en t rance) 

4 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment.׳ Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a r g e and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Prospec t Park (cont inued 

P i c n i c Grounds 
South end of Long Meadow 
Prospec t Park West Dr ive , near F i f t h S t r e e t 

F i e l d house with playrooms, indoor and outdoor dancing 
a r e a s , p i c n i c a r e a , p layground. 

Playgrounds (5) 
1) Ocean Avenue and Lincoln Road (no r th and south s ide ) 
2) P rospec t Park Southwest and Vande rb i l t S t r e e t 
3) P rospec t Park West between Ninth and Eleventh S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading poo l , o u t s i d e dancing a r e a . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

4) P rospec t Park West and Fourth S t r e e t 
5) Prospec t Park West a t G a r f i e l d P lace 

Sandbox and s i t t i n g a rea f o r mothers . 

P rospec t Park Lake 
Fish ing - Apr i l to November - age l i m i t 16 y e a r s . 
I c e ska t ing ( l o c k e r f a c i l i t i e s ) 
Model Yacht House (no r th s ide ) 
Row boat ing 

Ski ing a r ea s (2) 
Southwest of conce r t area and e a s t of Tennis House 

Zoo and Pony Track 
F la tbush Avenue and Empire Boulevard 

Rec rea t ion Center 
Fourth Avenue and P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t 

Gymnasium, locker f a c i l i t i e s , indoor b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t , game 
room. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 51 
Between Fourth and F i f t h S t r e e t s and Fourth and F i f t h Avenues 

( F a c i l i t i e s inc luded i n d e s c r i p t i o n of James J . Byrne 
Memorial Park and Playground which i t a d j o i n s ) . 

Playground 
Schermerhorn S t r e e t between Third Avenue and Nevins S t r e e t 

F i e ld house with playrooms, playground with wading poo l , 
l i g h t e d playground, b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t , 3 handba l l c o u r t s , 
i c e ska t i ng a r e a . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Dean S t r e e t to Bergen S t r e e t between S ix th and C a r l t o n Avenues 

B a s k e t b a l l , paddle t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s , 
p layground. Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 
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Playground 
Third Avenue to Nevins S t r e e t between Douglas and De Graw S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool , 3 baske tba l l and 8 handbal l 
c o u r t s , i c e and r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a r ea s , 
s o f t b a l l f i e l d . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

10. Po l i ce A t h l e t i c League: Arthur Loewe Youth Center 
339 Eighth Avenue 

A f u l l - t i m e r e c r e a t i o n c e n t e r . Serves ch i ld ren 7 to 18 years 
of age from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. during the school year and 
from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. i n the summer, Program c o n s i s t s 
of a t h l e t i c s , games, a r t s and c r a f t s , music; p a r t i e s , s o c i a l s 
and dances fo r the teenage group; t r i p s are arranged to b a l l 
games, e t c . 

11. Sa lva t ion Army: A t l a n t i c Avenue Neighborhood Center 
543 A t l a n t i c Avenue 

Recrea t ion and group a c t i v i t i e s fo r ch i ld ren , young people 
and a d u l t s - woodworking, music, c r a f t c l a s s e s , Home League 
(women's group fo r pa ren t educa t ion) . 

12. Union Temple of Brooklyn 
17 Eas te rn Parkway 

F a c i l i t i e s : gymnasium, swimming pool , handbal l c o u r t s , 
solar ium, hot room, game room, 18 classrooms, audi tor ium, 
l i b r a r y . A c t i v i t i e s provided are phys ica l educat ion, youth 
and a d u l t c lubs , a d u l t forum, adu l t educat ion. 

13. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Grea ter New York: Prospect 
Park Branch 
357 Ninth S t r e e t 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, swimming poo l , exerc i se room, showers, 
solar ium, barber shop, chapel , l i b r a r y , indoor t r a c k , r i f l e 
range; c r a f t , club and b i l l i a r d rooms. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Phys ica l Department, teenage and adu l t i n t e r e s t 
groups, soc i a l a c t i v i t i e s , summer day camp. 

14. Young Women's C h r i s t i a n Assoc ia t ion of Brooklyn: Cent ra l Building 
30 Third Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, swimming pool , 2 audi tor iums, lounges, 
k i t chens , club rooms. 
Program: Recrea t iona l and educat ional a c t i v i t i e s adapted to 
school g i r l s and young women employed and a t home - swimming, 
dancing, s p o r t s , gym, a r t s and c r a f t s , c lubs , d i s cus s ion groups, 
forums, folk dancing; co-ed groups. 
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Other vo lun ta ry agencies 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scou t s , and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo ls , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c churches 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary 
from pa r i sh to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t in seve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Serv ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Chi ld Heal th S t a t i o n s 

375 B u t l e r S t r e e t 

440 Seventh Avenue 

Mental Hea l th Serv ices 

None 

Other C l i n i c s 

Ho sp i ta 1^/ c 1 i ni c s 

1. Methodis t Hosp i t a l of Brooklyn 
506 S ix th S t r e e t ( a t Seventh Avenue) 

A l l e rgy , c a rd i ac , d e n t a l , d i a b e t i c , eye, f r a c t u r e and o r t h o p e d i c , 
g a s t r o - i n t e s t i n a l , g e n i t o u r i n a r y , hype r t ens ion , l a r y n g e a l , 
medica l , neurology, neurosurgery , n u t r i t i o n , oncology, p e d i a t r i c s , 
p l a s t i c s , sk in , su rge ry , t h o r a c i c , tumor. 

2 . Samari tan Hosp i ta l of Brooklyn 
757-763 P r e s i d e n t S t r e e t 

O b s t e t r i c s , p e d i a t r i c ( f o r c h i l d r e n born i n H o s p i t a l ) . 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schoo l s : 
P .S . 10, 511 Seventh Avenue 
P.S, 51, 350 F i f t h Avenue 

5 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun t a ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the I n t r o d u c -
t i o n . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^/ 

Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ! / 

1. New York C i t y Youth Board 
Al l of t h i s community with the except ion of Heal th Areas 45 and 
47 i s a p a r t of the Youth Board*s South Brooklyn Area. 

South Brooklyn R e f e r r a l Uni t 
P .S . 10, 511 Seventh Avenue 

Serves ch i ld r en and young people , 5-21 years of age, r e s i d i n g 
i n the South Brooklyn Area, r e f e r r e d through schools and o the r 
community agencies and a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n - d iagnoses 
t h e i r need f o r s e r v i c e and makes app rop r i a t e r e f e r r a l s to 
t r ea tment r e s o u r c e s . 

The vo lun ta ry t rea tment s e r v i c e s § / i n c o n t r a c t with o r used by the 
Youth Board i n t h i s a rea a re as fo l lows : 

The Big S i s t e r s : Brooklyn O f f i c e 
Brooklyn Bureau of Soc ia l Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s Aid 

Soc ie ty : Family Serv ice and C h i l d r e n ' s D i v i s i o n . 
Brooklyn J u v e n i l e Guidance Center , I nc . 
Brooklyn Soc ie ty f o r the P reven t ion of Crue l ty to Ch i ld ren . 
C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Brooklyn O f f i c e 
I t a l i a n Board of Guardians , I n c . 
Jewish Board of Guardians: Brooklyn O f f i c e . 
Jewish Family Se rv i ce : Brooklyn Consu l t a t i on Cente r . 
Jewish Hosp i ta l of Brooklyn: Div i s ion of P e d i a t r i c 

P s y c h i a t r y : Chi ld Guidance C l i n i c . 
S a l v a t i o n Army: Family Serv ice Bureau: Brooklyn D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e . 
Youth Counsel Bureau: Brooklyn O f f i c e 

Council of Soc ia l and A t h l e t i c Club: South Brooklyn Unit 
Municipal Building 
Joralemon and Court S t r e e t s 

P rov ides soc i a l s e r v i c e s to s e l e c t e d u n a f f i l i a t e d s t r e e t clubs 
i n the Area. 

6 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serv ing t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be loca ted w i th in the a r e a . 

7 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e serving 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 

8 / These agenc ies a l l have one o f f i c e serving the e n t i r e borough ( see 
foo tno te 7 ) . 
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Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Rela ted Se rv ices - cont inued 

2. P o l i c e Department, C i ty of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and Sixth Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and prov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

3 . Welfare , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
For t Greene Welfare Center 
147 P r i n c e S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den ta l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ! homemaker s e r v i c e 
f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d and 
p a r t - t i m e se rv i ce f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 



SECTION I I I FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School k 
35 Berkeley Place 

2• Junior High School and Public School 10 
511 Seventh Avenue 

3. Public School 39 
1*17 Sixth Avenue 

14. Public School U7 
14.80 Pacific Street 

5• Junior High School 51 
350 Fi f th Avenue 

6. Public School 77 
UU9 Second Avenue 

7. Public School 107 
1301-13 Eighth Avenue 

8. Public School 1214 
515 Fourth Avenue 

9. Public School 133 
375 Butler Street 

10* Public School 1146 
330 18 Avenue 

11. Public School 1514 
11th Avenue and Windsor Place 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

I® Holy Name Parish School 
Boys' Department: 2141 Prospect Park West 
Girls' Department: 235 Prospect Park West 

2» Holy Family Parish School 
222 13 Street 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Roman Catholic - continued 

3 . Our Lady of Peace Parish School 
512 Carroll Street 

4 . S t . Augustine Parish School 
114 Sixth Avenue 

5• S t . Frances Xavier Parish School 
Boys' Department: 801 President Street 
Girls1 Department: 243 Sixth Avenue 

6 . St . Saviour Parish School 
590 6 Street 

7. S t . Thomas Aquinas Parish School 
260 9 Street 

1 



to 

SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. B a p t i s t Temple 
360 Schermerhorn S t r e e t and Third Avenue 

2. Bethel B a p t i s t Church 
263 Bergen S t r e e t 

3. Dean S t r e e t B a p t i s t Church 
515 Dean S t r e e t 

4 . Greenwood B a p t i s t Church 
Seventh Avenue and 6 th S t r e e t 

5. Memorial B a p t i s t Church 
1506 Eighth Avenue 

6. S ix th Avenue B a p t i s t Church 
S ix th Avenue and Lincoln P lace 

Lutheran 

7 . Bethlehem Lutheran Church (AU) 
490 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

8 . La tv ian Lutheran Church (UL) 
490 P a c i f i c S t r e e t (Se rv i ces i n Bethlehem Lutheran Church) 

9 . S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran Church (UL) (Engl ish and German) 
283-285 Prospec t Avenue 

10. S t . Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church (UL) 
415-421 Seventh S t r e e t 

Methodis t 

11. Grace Methodist Church 
29 Seventh Avenue 

12. Immanuel Methodist Church 
426 Dean S t r e e t 

13. Park Slope Methodis t Church 
S ix th Avenue and Eighth S t r e e t 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - cont inued 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

14. Duryea P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
362 S t e r l i n g Place 

15. Memorial P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
186 S t . J o h n ' s P l ace 

16. O l i v e t P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
506 Bergen S t r e e t 

17. P rospec t Heights P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
1014 Eighth Avenue 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

18. Al l S a i n t s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Seventh Avenue and Seventh S t r e e t 

19. Church of the Redeemer 
575 P a c i f i c S t r e e t 

20. S t . J o h n ' s Episcopal Church 
165 S t . J o h n ' s P lace 

Reformed Church i n America 

21. Old F i r s t Reformed Church and Park Slope Congrega t iona l Church 
Seventh Avenue and C a r r o l l S t r e e t 

22. Twel f th S t r e e t Reformed Church 
251 Twelf th S t r e e t 

Other 

23. Brooklyn Soc ie ty f o r E t h i c a l C u l t u r e 
53 Prospec t Park West 

24. F i r s t Methodist Church (Free Methodis t ) 
124 S ix t een th S t r e e t 

25. Fourth Church of C h r i s t , S c i e n t i s t 
156 S t e r l i n g P lace 

26. I t a l i an -Amer ican Seventh Day Adven t i s t Church 
42 P rospec t P lace 

27. Maranatha Temple ( P e n t e c o s t a l ) 
298 S ix th Avenue 

28. Segunda I g l e s i a Hispana P e n t e c o s t a l (Assemblies of God) 
98 F i f t h Avenue 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Holy Family R. C. Church 
205 Four teenth S t r e e t 

2. Holy Name R. C. Church 
245 P rospec t Park West 

3. Our Lady of Peace ( I t a l i a n ) R. C. Church 
522 C a r r o l l S t r e e t 

4 . S t . Augustine R. C. Church 
116 S ix th Avenue 

5. S t . F r a n c i s Xavier R. C. Church 
225 S ix th Avenue 

6 . S t . Saviour R. C. Church 
611 Eighth Avenue 

7 . S t . S t a n i s l a u s R. C. Church 
289 F i f t e e n t h S t r e e t 

8 . S t . Thomas Aquinas R. C. Church 
249 Ninth S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregat ion Beth Elohim (Reformed) 
G a r f i e l d P lace and Eighth Avenue 

2. Congregat ion Bnai Jacob T i f e r e t h I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
14 S t r e e t and Eighth Avenue 

3. Bnai Sholaum (Conservat ive) 
401 Ninth S t r e e t 

4. Union Temple of Brooklyn (Reformed) 
17 E a s t e r n Parkway 
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SUNSET PARK-GOWANUS 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

In 1896 when the consolidation of a l l the townships within Kings 
County occurred this area was part of the City of Brooklyn which had been 
incorporated in 16':,a, I t i s one of the most highly industrialized communi-
t i e s in Brooklyn, v i th a complex of warehouses, factories , railway and 
shipping f a c i l i t i e s centering in the Bush Terminal area - roughly from 
about ?8th t c 55th Streets from Gowanus Bay to Third Avenue. This area 
i s part of Brooklyn's major Scandinavian settlement which extends into Bay 
Ridge3 i t also contains a t ightly-knit Finnish-American colony. 

As defir.ed in th is report, the community extends along Gowanus 
Bay and Upper New York Be.y southward from 20th Street to 62nd Street! at 
the shore l ine the boundary includes the U.S. Army Supply Base located 
between 58th and 63rd Streets. The short common boundary with South 
Brooklyn-Red Hook i s 20th Street from the water front to Sixth Avenue 
where this community adjoins the Park Slope community for a few blocks. 
On the east , the l ine follows the Fifth Avenue boundary of Greenwood 
Cemetery from 2Uth Street to 36th Street and then moves to the east along 
the cemetery's border to Ft. Hamilton Parkway. The Parkway divides the 
Sunset Park neighborhood from Borough Park-Kensington on the east as far 
south as 55th Street and from the community here called Bay Ridge from 
55th to 62nd Street. The southern boundary, also shared with Bay Ridge, 
i s an irregular l ine westward across 62nd, 56th and 63rd Streets to the 
Bay. 

Of the four health areas - !41, 65, 66 and 67 ־ which make up 
this community, the term Sunset Park best describes the three areas (65, 
66 and 67) which surround the park of that name.2/ The name Gowanus i s 
attributed to Health Area Uk because the Bay i s i t s western border. The 
gross land area of the entire community covers 1,612 acres; i t i s smaller 
than Williamsburg but somewhat larger than South Brooklyn-Red Hook and 
considerably larger than Greenpoint - the three communities where more 
land i s devoted to commerce and industry. The streets and highways in 
Sunset Park-Gowanus including the Gowanus Expressway covered 5162/ acres 
in 1955-56, leaving only 1,096 acres for a l l other purposes. 

1/ The Protestant Council's study Four Communities in Southwest Brooklyn 
describes Sunset Park as Health Areas 65, 66, and 77 and includes Health 
Area 67 in Borough Park. 

2/ The new and wider elevated Gowanus Parkway and the reconstruction of 
Third Acenue on both sides of the elevated parkway to serve local t r a f f i c 
wi l l add to the highway acreage. Demolition of buildings on a str ip east 
of the Parkway for this purpose was reported to be almost complete in 
March 1959• 
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Land use; At the time of the land use inventory in 1955-56, 
almost 165 acres or 15 percent of the net acreage of 1,096 were vacant; 
about 12 of these acres were used for licensed parking l o t s . Sunset Park, 
on the bluff from Fifth to Seventh Avenues from 41st to 44th Streets, and 
the outdoor playgrounds took up only 42.5 acres, or l ess than 4 percent of 
the land. Public and private f a c i l i t i e s such as the schools, l ibraries , 
churches and synagogues, police and f i r e stations, social agencies, etc , 
ut i l i zed about 33 acres or only 3 percent of the space. Transportation 
f a c i l i t i e s - part of the Bay Ridge Division of the Long Island Railroad, 
the terminal railway sidings, piers, etc . - absorbed close to 170 acres, 
15.5 percent of the total available for community purposes, 

Commercial and industrial ac t iv i t i e s occupied 269 acres in 
1955-56 and possibly the land area so used has grown since then. But even 
at that earlier date about a fourth of the net acreage was devoted to 
business. Only three communities in Brooklyn used a larger share of their 
space for such purposes; these three areas - Williamsburg, Greenpoint and 
South Brooklyn-Red Hook - led a l l the Brooklyn communities in the number of 
acres devoted to business, with this community taking fourth place. To-
gether, the four communities provided 414 percent of Brooklyn's commercial 
and industrial acreage, with 7.7 percent of the borough tota l being in 
Sunset Park-Gowanus. 

Light and heavy industries occupied a l i t t l e over 57 percent of 
the 269 acres, with warehouse and storage f a c i l i t i e s taking another 25 
percent. Automobile storage and service f a c i l i t i e s accounted for about 
11 percent and stores and other commercial ac t iv i t i e s , the remaining 6 
percent. The neighborhood along the water front from 20th to 63rd Street 
(H.A. 414 and 65) included 75 of the 82 acres used for heavy industries and 
70.5 of the 73 acres ut i l i zed for l ight industries. 

Despite the industrialization of this community, the residential 
acreage exceeded the space al lotted to any other form of land use in 1955-
56; the 1416 acres used for homes was 38 percent of the to ta l . I t i s true, 
however, that when the land used for transportation i s combined with the 
business acreage, their combined share i s 40 percent. A recent study 
reported that "West of Fourth Avenue the housing i s deteriorating slowly 
and business and industry are taking over. The f a c i l i t i e s of Bush Terminal 
have added momentum to this transition."3/ This Terminal, an aggregate of 
piers , warehouses, factories and railway sidings, was founded in the 1890's. 

The land use inventory shows that 35.5 percent of the residential 
acreage was devoted to multi-family dwellings. Consequently, even though 
the community ranks sixteenth in the number of residential acres, i t ranks 
tenth in population density. On the basis of the 1957 population, the 
average number of persons per residential acre was 236.3. 

3/ Four Communities in Southwest Brooklyn, Protestant Council of the City 
of New York. May 1955. 
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Population s ize 

By 1957 the population in Sunset Park-Gowanus had been reduced to 
98,368 or 3.8 percent of the borough to ta l . This i s one of the s ix communi-
t i e s which developed early in the history of Brooklyn but have had a de-
d in ing population since 1930. The cumulative decrease of 15.6 percent 
from 1930 to 1957 represents a net loss of 18,250 residents. 

The change between 1930 and 191*0 was negligible - from 116,618 
to 116,208 but a decrease of about 5 percent brought the 1950 population 
down to 110,437. During the seven years from 1950 to 1957, the out-
migration of 12,000 persons doubled the rate of decrease - 10.9 percent. 
As a consequence of these changes and the growing population in other 
sections of Brooklyn, Sunset Park-Gowanus which had ranked as eleventh in 
population size in 1930, became the thirteenth in 191*0 and 1950 and the 
fourteenth in 1957. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census: This predominantly white community ranked high 
among the Brooklyn communities on the score of the proportion of foreign 
born among i t s residents. Only in Coney Island, Brownsville and Bensonhurst 
did the foreign-born whites constitute more than 28 percent of the popula-
tion. 

Population of Sunset Park-Gowanus, by cultural group: 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of total 

All classes 110,1*37 100.0 

Continental native white 77,181 69.9 
Foreign-born white 31,071* 28.1 
Puerto Rican 1,820 1.6 
Negro 198 0.2 
Other nonwhite races 164 0 .1 

Sunset Park and the adjacent Bay Ridge neighborhood are the 
principal centers of the Brooklyn colony of Scandinavian-Americans and 
Finnish-Americans, The only indication of the s ize of these cultural 
groups i s the number of residents who were born in the countries. Prob-
ably the second and third generations far outnumber the 6,680 born in 
Norway, the 2,265. born in Sweden or Denmark and the 1,157 born in Finland, 
A newspaper storyii/ on "Finn Town" recently reported that some 5,000 
Finnish-Americans l i v e in the half square mile from 39th to 48th Streets , 
between Fif th and Eighth Avenues. The Finns when they sett led in Brooklyn 
in the early 1900' s brought the idea of cooperatives. They bui l t half a 
dozen cooperative apartment houses, some now almost half a century old. A 
t ightly-knit community they have their own churches which are the focal 
point of many a c t i v i t i e s , Imatra Hall a center for social and cultural 
a c t i v i t i e s , and their own restaurants. 

hj World-Telegram Sun, April 6, 1959. 
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Among the foreign-born whites, those of Norwegian birth were the 
leading group - 21.5 percent of the 1950 tota l j in combination, the persons 
born in Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland accounted for 32.5 percent. 
The other nationality group of importance i s the Italian which comprised 
20.3 percent of the to ta l . If those from Poland (9.1 percent) and Russia 
(8 .1 percent) are combined with those from the other middle and eastern 
European countries, that group amounted to 26 percent, the British and 
Canadians to a l i t t l e over 7 and the Irish to a l i t t l e over 6 percent of the 
tota l foreign born. 

The analysis by cemetery of burial of the death cert i f icates 
issued during 195U for white adults (25 years old or over) indicates that 
perhaps 10 percent of the white population was then Jewish, 

As the preceding tabulation reveals, the nonwhite group was ex-
tremely small in 1950 and the Puerto Rican group was only 1.6 percent of 
the population. Some 1,1*00 of the 1,800 Puerto Ricans lived i n the water 
front areas (H.A. 24.14• and 65), 

1957 Census: The most recent population data indicate that this 
community did not attract nonwhite residents during the 1950-57 period. 
But, as the following analysis suggests, there was a sharp gain in residents 
of Puerto Rican origin and, apparently, a loss of at least 15,000 white 
residents of native or European origin. 

Population of Sunset Park-Gowanus, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

All classes 98,368 100,0 

White 98,038 99.7 
Negro 181* 0.2 
Other nonwhite races 11*6 0 .1 

Based on the proportion of the borough^ Puerto Rio an children 
who attend public and Catholic parochial schools located in this community, 
the loca l Puerto Rican colony appears to have been almost three times as 
large in 1957 as in 1950. The estimate derived by the method in use indi-
cates a to ta l population within the community of from l*,9Q0 to 5>200, or 
about 3.3 percent of Brooklyn's Puerto Rican population.5/ in spite of the 
sharp r ise in number, this community's proportion of the borough total i s 
lower than in 1950 when 1*,5 percent of the 1*0,300 Puerto Ricans in Brooklyn 
l ived in this community. 

The birth s t a t i s t i c s indicate that the largest concentration of the 
Puerto Ricans i s now in Health Area 65, with s l ight ly smaller numbers in 

5/ 1V i s possible that the school data result in too low an estimate in this 
community and too high an estimate for Bay Ridge. 
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Health Areas hh and 66 and very few in the section between Seventh Avenue 
and Ft. Hamilton Parkway, Most of the Puerto Rican children in the public 
achools in 1957 and 1958 attend the schools between Third and Fourth 
Avenues from 36th to 47th Street. 

If the maximum estimate of 5,200 Puerto Ricans be accepted, the 
estimated distribution of the community's 1957 population i s : White - 9h• U 
percent; Puerto Rican - 5.3 percent; Negro - 0 ,2 percent; and other 0 ,1 
percent, 

The l i s t of churches (Section IV) throws some l ight on the 
rel igio-cultural diversity; f i v e of the 26 Protestant churches are 
Norwegian congregations, one of the two Seventh Day Adventist churches i s 
Danish-Norwegian and one i s Swedish; two churches are Finnish, One of the 
three Assembly of God churches has a Spanish name; one of the Lutheran 
churches has services in German as well as in English. One of the f i v e 
Catholic parishes i s Polish and one i s I tal ian. Three of the four Orthodox 
synagogues are in the area near the adjacent Borough Park neighborhood 
which has a large Jewish population. 

Birth s t a t i s t i c s : In 1952, 93.2 percent of the 2,017 children 
born to residents of this community were white (non-Puerto Rican); by 1957 
the proportion had fal len to 85.9 percent of 2,038 births and by 1958 to 
83.9 percent of 2,027 births. The nonwhite births have continued to be a 
negligible proportion of the total - 0 .4 percent in 1952 and 0 ,6 percent 
in both 1957 and 1958. Births to mothers of Puerto Rican origin r e f l e c t 
the growth in that group, the number of births rising from 129 in 1952׳ to 
275 in 1957 and 31U in 1958, with their percent of the total increasing 
from 6.4 to 13.5 and 15.5. 

School data: The ethnic distribution of the children attending 
the 7 public elementary and junior high schools located in this community 
in September 1957 and October 1958 suggests no special change in the number 
of Puerto Rican children. In 1957, the tota l enrolment of 6,520 included 
1,113 Puerto Rican children - 17.1 percent of the total - and in 1958 the 
6,422 children enrolled included 1,117 Puerto Rican children, or 17.U per-
cent. Only 26 Negro children in 1957 and 36 in 1958 attended these schools. 

But some 5,300 children or 45 percent of a l l the children in the 
elementary and junior high school grades of both public and parochial 
schools attended the 5 Catholic parish schools in the area in October 1958; 
only 5U Spanish-speaking (presumably Puerto Rican) children were discovered 
in the June 1959 count in these parish schools. In view of the few Negro 
families l iv ing i n this community, i t can probably be assumed that a l l the 
other children were white. Thus, the 1,171 Puerto Rican children constitu-
ted only about 10 percent of the combined school population of 11,716 in 
1958. I t i s possible, as noted in the discussion of Puerto Rican children 
in Bay Ridge schools, that some children l iving in Health Area 65 attend a 
public school just over the border in Health Area 77 in Bay Ridge. 
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Age groups 

The population decrease from 1950 to 1957 in this community was 
proportionately twice the reduction in the borough to ta l . In conformity 
with the borough pattern, every age group but two - the school-age children 
(6-13 years) and those 65 years old or over - showed a drop; in each group 
the percentage decrease exceeded the borough-wide decrease. In Sunset Park-
Gowanus, the increase among the 6-13 year-olds was nominal, in contrast to 
the 12 percent r i s e for Brooklyn as a whole; on the other hand, the increase 
in the aged group was sharper than that for the borough. 

Population of Sunset Park-Gowanus, by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of tota l Number of tota l change 

All ages 110,1*37 100.0 98,368 100.0 -10.9 

Under 6 years 11,062 10.0 9,867 10.0 -10.8 
6-13 years 12,01*0 10.9 12,1114 12.3 0.6 
114-19 years 8,8814 8 .0 7,879 8.0 -11.3 
20-214 years 8,757 7.9 6,513 6.6 -25.6 
25-29 years 8,988 8 .1 7,115 7.2 -20.8 
30-1414 years 26,168 23.7 20,698 21.0 -20.9 
145-614 years 27,075 214.5 25,1450 25.9 - 6.0 
65 years and over 7,1463 6.8 8,732 8.9 17.0 

Because of the reduction in the adult groups from 20 through 61* 
years of age, the proportion of the population l e s s than 20 years old rose 
s l i ght ly from 28.9 to 30.3. The 1957 proportion ranks this community as 
twelfth among the communities in this respect. As Table 7b shows, children 
under 114 and the younger adults from 25 through I4I4 years of age were a 
smaller proportion of the total in this area than for the borough but the 
teen-agers (114-19 years) , the young persons 20-214 years old and the middle-
aged (145-614 years) were in higher proportion, while the aged proportion 
was identical with the borough's. 

Sex distribution: In 1950 males outnumbered the females in every 
age group except the 30-1414 year group and the oldest group; the male excess 
i s not surprising in a water front community which of fers employment to 
seamen and longshoremen, as well as many jobs in factories and warehouses. 
As noted in a subsequent paragraph, over 7,700 residents were not l iv ing as 
members of family groups and almost 3,100 persons l ived in rooming houses, 
residences, e tc . Nearly 114,000 of the 1414,300 males 114 years old or older 
were s ingle and 2,300 were widowed or divorced. 

In 1957, however, the males exceeded the females only among the 
boys and g i r l s under 114 years of age and among the 145-614 year-olds. For a l l 
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the adult groups, the male ratio was higher in this community than for the 
borough as a whole. 

Population of Sunset Park-Gowanus, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1957 Census 1950 Census 
Males per 

100 females Male Female 
Males per 

100 females Male Female Age group 

AH ages 56,137 511,300 103.14 148,581t it9,78U 97.6 

Under 6 years 5,640 5,1422 104.0 14,982 14,885 102.0 
6-13 years 6,167 5,873 105.0 6,168 5,9146 103.7 
114-19 years 4,1487 14,397 102.0 3,814 14,065 93.8 
20-24 years 14,525 14,232 106.9, 3,07U 3,1439 89.14 
25-29 years 4,555 14,1433 102.8 3,5142 3,573 99.1 
30-414 years 13,008 13,160 98.8 10,035 10,663 914.1 
145-64 years 14,128 12,9147 109.1 12,771 12,679 100.7 
65 years and over 3,627 3,836 914.6 4,198 14,5314 92.6 

Other population characteristics: 1950 

In evaluating the extent to which the characteristics of the 
population revealed by the 1950 Census have been modified since then, i t i s 
necessary to take into consideration the loss of more than 15,000 white 
residents of native or European background and the in-migration of about 
3,300 to 3,1400 Puerto Ricans. On the basis of the decrease in the number 
of adults from 25 through 414 years of age, one might speculate that i t was 
the young adults and younger married couples who l e f t this area. But some 
part of the decrease among those 25-29 years of age undoubtedly r e f l e c t s 
the beginning of the depression's decline in birth rates . 

Economic status: This was not one of the neighborhoods with 
markedly low incomes in 19149. The median family income in the four health 
areas varied from $3,066 and $3,100 in Health Areas 414 and 65 - both in-
eluding water front neighborhoods - to $3,503 and $3,5514 in the more inland 
section - Health Areas 66 and 67. The la t ter f igures were higher than the 
median for a l l the families in Brooklyn - $3,14147. The income l eve l was 
depressed by low family incomes - under $3,000 - in the neighborhood near the 
Bay from Gowanus Parkway to Sixth Avenue, from 20th Street to about 28th 
Street and from 33rd to 36th Streets, and by the blocks between Third Avenue 
and First Avenue adjoining the Bush Terminal buildings and the Army Supply 
Base from 39th Street to 58th Street. Elsewhere the family incomes resulted 
in medians of from $3,000 to just under •$5,000.2/ 

6/ Statement i s based on median family incomes by census tracts , a special 
tabulation secured for use in the New York Market Analysis, issued by the 
New York Mirror, New York News and New York Times, 1953. 
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In comparison with the borough-wide median income of #1,280 re-
ceived during 191*9 by "unrelated" persons, the residents of Sunset Park-
Gowanus who were not l iving in family groups had relat ively good incomes. 
For this group, the higher medians - #1,800 and #1,825 - were in the 
water front areas (H.A. 1*1* and 65) and the lower - $1,1*55 and $1,1*62 ׳? ;in 
the inland areas. 

Educational leve l : The l eve l of formal schooling in 1950 of 
Sunset Park-Gowanus adults 25 years old or older was somewhat below the 
borough-wide leve l as expressed i n the median school years completed - 8.9 
years - for white adults. In Health Area 1*1* the median for whites was 8 .3 
but in the other areas i t was 8.7 years. No medians could be computed for 
the few nonwhites. 

Family groups: Although more than 16,000 men and 15,000 women 
11* years old or older were single, widowed or divorced and 7,710 persons 
l ived alone or with persons not related to them, the bulk of the population 
l ived as members of family groups in 1950: over 102,000 of the 110,000 
residents. 

The to ta l number of family groups was 29,335 and 25,855 included 
a married couplej the other 3,1480 families presumably consisted of one 
parent and children - minors or adults - or some other group of relat ives . 
The count of single men - 13,772 - greatly exceeded the number of single 
women - 9,855 ־ but over 5,300 women were widowed or divorced, compared 
with 2,300 men. 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: On March 2, 1959 the Department of Welfare gave 
some form of financial assistance to 1,112 cases l iving in the Sunset Park-
Gowanus community. This caseload included 156 one-person and family cases 
receiving general assistance and 251 families on aid to dependent children, 
while some 700 "cases" apparently were individuals receiving old-age or 
blind assistance or aid to the disabled. The total cases represent only 
about 2.6 percent of the Brooklyn caseload. Although comparison of this 2.6 
percent with the 1957 population distribution which shows 3.8 percent of 
Brooklyn's residents in this community i s a far from satisfactory method of 
measurement, i t suggests that this community has somewhat l e s s than i t s due 
share of financial dependency. 

Health indices: Only one of the four health areas had an infant 
mortality rate in 1957 higher than the Brooklyn rate of 25.2 infant deaths 
per 1,000 l i v e births; 18 of the 1*3 deaths were of infants in Health Area 
65 - a rate of 28.5. In Health Areas 1*1* and 67, the rates were 23.5 and 
23.2 but in Health Area 66 there were 51*8 l ive births but only 5 deaths, a 
rate of 9.1 per 1,000. The venereal disease rates in a l l areas were well 
below the borough rate of 308.1* cases newly reported during 1957 per 100,000 
of the 1957 population. The local rates varied from 5U.8 and 81*.1 per 
100,000 in Health Areas 66 and 67 to 155.5 and 220.0 in Health Areas 1*1* and 
65. 
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The prevalence of tuberculosis i s measured by the active tubercu-
l o s i s cases on the register of the Department of Health on December 31, 1956 
and December 31, 1958. The 148 cases on the former date and the 102 on the 
lat ter give a rate of 1.50 and 1.04 per 1,000 population, in comparison with 
1.20 and 0.98 for the borough. 

Delinquency rates 

In 1951, when the delinquency rate for Brooklyn (based on 1,951 
"cases" and the 1950 population from 6-20 years of age) was 14.7 per 1,000, 
the health areas composing this community had rates ranging from 5 .1 to 
15.9 per 1,000. In 1957, the rates based on the 1957 population of the 
appropriate age group were 20.6 and 22.1 per 1,000 in Health Areas 67 and 
66, but 36.9 and 40.8 in Health Areas 41! and 65. In 1958 the rates, also 
based on the 1957 child and youth population, varied from 23.5 to 4k.7 per 
1,000. The borough rates were 33.it in 1957 and 41.2 in 1958. 

Housing 

The information available suggests l i t t l e change in the housing 
volume between 1950 and 1957-58. The 1950 Census enumerated 31,523 
dwelling units and the survey made for the City Planning Department in 
1957-58 counted 31,U25, a net decrease of only 98 units, most of which was 
in Health Area U4. 

When the land use survey was made in 1955-56, nearly three - f i f ths 
(58.5 percent) of the residential acreage was devoted to two-family houses 
and another 6 percent to one-family homes. Multi-family dwellings occupied 
the remaining 35.5 percent of the acreage. At l eas t a third of the units 
in these multi-family dwellings were in structures accommodating three or 
four famil ies . 

Characteristics in 1950: Since l i t t l e change appears to have been 
made in the housing in existence in 1950, the characteristics reported in 
the l a s t decennial census should be reasonably val id, with allowance for 
possible deterioration. 

In 1950, 31,173 of the 31,523 homes were occupied; some 21 percent 
of the units in use were occupied by their owners. About 35 percent of the 
units were in one- and two-family houses, Only 3 percent of the homes were 
overcrowded according to the standard of more than 1.50 persons per room. A 
l i t t l e over 5 percent were c lass i f i ed as substandard. 

Public housing: No public project has been erected in this community 
and none has been proposed to date. 



SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A• NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY^ 

Day Nurse r ies , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Socia l agencies 

Bay Ridge Day Nursery, Inc . 
322 - 44 S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

Other auspices 

None 

Group Work and Recreat ion Services 

1. B 'nai I s r a e l Community Center 
5318 Fourth Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Auditorium, 4 club rooms, l i b r a r y , soc i a l h a l l , 
5 meeting rooms, game room. A c t i v i t i e s include j u n i o r and 
sen io r youth c lubs , a r t s and c r a f t s groups, adu l t study group. 

2. Brooklyn Publ ic Library 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct spec ia l programs for both adu l t s 
and ch i ld ren e i t h e r occas iona l ly 0:c on a regula r weekly or 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n the 
1958-1959 year are l i s t e d below. 

South Branch 
5108 Fourth Avenue 

Weekly Story Hour fo r ch i l d r en . 

3. Education, Board o f , Ci ty of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

Af t e r - s choo l Centers serve ch i ld ren of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
A c t i v i t i e s include p a i n t i n g , dramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s inging, dancing, qu i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
spec ia l events . 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adu l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of soc ia l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

1/ Includes s p e c i f i e d se rv i ces located i n t h i s community, although 
serv ice i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l imi ted to r e s i d e n t s of the area and res idents 
may be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , located elsewhere. 
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Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

Education, Board o f , C i ty of New York - continued 

Fu l l - t ime Community Centers ; Centers opera t ing i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e rv i ce s 
s i m i l a r to those descr ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These cen t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni ts and community agencies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

J .H .S . 136: Evening Community Center 
4004 Fourth Avenue 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

J .H .S . 220: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
48 S t r e e t near Ninth Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Saturday. 
2/ 4. Parks , Department o f , C i ty of New York-׳־ 

Sunset Park 
Between F i f t h and Seventh Avenues and 41 and 44 S t r e e t s 

Outdoor swimming pool , 2 t enn i s c o u r t s , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , 
indoor dancing a r ea , ba ske tba l l cour t and game room; 
handba l l , paddle t e n n i s , shuf f l eboard and horseshoe p i t c h i n g 
c o u r t s ; 2 playgrounds, wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Between 23 and 24 S t r e e t s and Fourth and F i f t h Avenues 

Playground, 2 handbal l cou r t s , paddle t e n n i s c o u r t . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Gowanus Parkway between 34 and 35 S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool ; 4 handba l l , v o l l e y b a l l and 
shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; i c e ska t ing a r e a . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p , 

Playground 
42 and 43 S t r e e t s and Tenth and New Ut rech t Avenues 

Baske tba l l , paddle t enn i s and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s , i c e ska t ing 
a r ea , playground with wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

2 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a rge and k indergar ten s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exe rc i se u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Playground 
For t Hamilton Parkway between 52 and 53 S t r e e t s 

Baske tba l l , handba l l , paddle t enn i s and shuf f l eboard cour t s , 
r o l l e r and i ce ska t ing a r ea s , playground with wading pool . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Second Avenue between 55 and 56 S t r e e t s 

Baske tba l l , v o l l e y b a l l and horseshoe p i t ch ing cou r t s , 
playground. Recrea t ion l eade r sh ip . 

Playground 
East s ide of Sixth Avenue between 55 and 56 S t r e e t s 

Baske tba l l and handbal l cou r t s , playground. Recrea t ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

5. Po l i ce A t h l e t i c League: 68 P r e c i n c t Center 
43 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

A f u l l - t i m e r e c r e a t i o n cen t e r . Serves ch i ld ren 7 to 18 years 
of age from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. during the school year and from 
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. i n the summer. Program c o n s i s t s of 
a t h l e t i c s , games, a r t s and c r a f t s , rnusic; p a r t i e s , s o c i a l s 
and dances fo r the teenage group; t r i p s are arranged to ba l l 
games, e t c . 

6. S t . Rocco's Youth Center 
27 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, indoor r o l l e r skat ing r i n k , outdoor 
playground with ba ske tba l l and handbal l cou r t s , game room 
for shu f f l eboa rd , ping-pong, bowling, knock hockey, indoor 
baseba l l ( t a b l e game); showers and locker rooms. Serves youth 
of a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s and creeds , 10 years of age and over -
boys, except fo r a drum corps i n which g i r l s as well as boys 
p a r t i c i p a t e . Program i s p r i m a r i l y one of spor t s and games. 
Except f o r the use of the r o l l e r ska t ing r ink i n the a f te rnoon , 
o the r a c t i v i t i e s have been i n the evening t h i s p a s t year . 
Afternoon and summer programs have been c u r t a i l e d because of 
lack of funds and v o l u n t e e r s . 

7 . Sa lva t ion Army 
Bay Ridge Neighborhood Center 
520 - 50 S t r e e t 

F a c i l i t i e s : Auditorium, Scout room, club rooms, music room, 
c r a f t and woodworking shop, k i tchen and lounge. 
Provides group a c t i v i t i e s f o r ch i ld ren , young people and 
a d u l t s - Sunbeams, G i r l Guards, music c l a s s , c r a f t c l a s s e s , 
Home League ( f o r mothers ) . 



5.7 
Sunset Park-Gowanus 

Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

Neighborhood Center (Sa lva t i on Army - continued) 
4224 Eighth Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Auditorium, club room, k i t chen . Group a c t i v i t i e s 
f o r ch i l d r en , young people and a d u l t s . Sunbeams, G i r l Guards, 
c r a f t c l a s s e s and Home League ( f o r mothers) . 

8 . T r i n i t y Lutheran Church (Norwegian) 
411 - 46 S t r e e t 

Act ive program f o r boys and g i r l s and youth, a f t e r n o o n s and 
evenings, but s i ze of p l a n t l i m i t s a c t i v i t i e s p r i m a r i l y to 
church members. 

Other vo lun ta ry agencies 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts , and 
the Pub l ic Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ies . Ca tho l ic Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
fo r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches 
but the number of spo r t s and the age groups served vary 
from pa r i sh to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t i n severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Serv ices 

1. Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York: Child Heal th S t a t i o n 

Sunset Park Health Center 
514 - 49 S t r e e t 

2 . Maimonides Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
4802 Tenth Avenue 

I n f a n t feeding . 

3/ Mental Health Services׳ 

1. Lutheran Medical Center 
514 - 49 S t r e e t 

Mental Health Service ( c l i n i c ) 

2. Maimonides Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
4802 Tenth Avenue 

Mental Hygiene C l i n i c (R) 
N e u r o p s y c h i a t r y C l i n i c (R) 
Adult guidance 

17 The des igna t ion (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from 
another c l i n i c or u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 



Other C l i n i c s ^ / 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

1, Lutheran Medical Center 
514 - 49 S t r e e t (Outpa t i en t Department) 

Al le rgy (R), a r t h r i t i s (R), cardiac (R), ches t , d e n t a l , 
gynecology, medical , p e d i a t r i c , p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , 
r e c t a l (R), su rg i ca l ( inc lud ing G-U, head and neck, nose 
and t h r o a t ) . 

2 . Maimonides Hospi ta l of Brooklyn 
4802 Tenth Avenue 

Al lergy (R ) , a r t h r i t i s (R), cancer , cardiac (R), chest (R), 
den ta l ( o r a l su rge ry ) , dermatology, d i a b e t i c (R); ear , nose 
and t h r o a t ; endocrine (R), endocr ine-gynecologica l , eye, 
g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), gen i tou r ina ry (R), gynecology, 
h e a l t h examination (R), hematology (R), medical , neurology (R), 
neurosurgery (R), or thopedic (Pod ia t ry c l i n i c f o r pe r iphe ra l 
vascu la r and d i a b e t i c p a t i e n t s ) , p e d i a t r i c , phys ica l therapy, 
p l a s t i c surgery, p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , r e c t a l (R), s u r g i c a l , 
tumor (R), vascu la r (R), venereal d i seases (R). 

C l i n i c s under o the r auspices 

Heal th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Sunset Park Health Center 
514 - 49 S t r e e t 

Eye and den ta l ( f o r ch i ld ren r e f e r r e d by school doctor or 
nu r se ) , chest c l i n i c . 

4 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c and voluntary h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s 
included in the l i s t of borough-wide se rv i ces contained in the 
I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family S e r v i c e , Chi ld Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and Sixth Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Th i s community i s served by two d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of the 
Department a t the fo l lowing l o c a t i o n s : 

Will iamsburg Welfare Center ( s e r v e s r e s i d e n t s of 
Heal th Areas 44 and 66) 
749 A t l a n t i c Avenue 
Borough Ha l l Welfare Center ( s e r v e s r e s i d e n t s of 
Heal th Areas 65 and 67) 
330 J ay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l care and employment 
counse l ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e fo r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d 
and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

5 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca t ed w i t h i n the a r e a . 

6 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 2 
325 147 Street 

2a Public School 82 
14th Avenue and 36th Street 

30 Public School 914 
5010 Sixth Avenue 

 Junior High School 136 ־14
I4OOI4 Fourth Avenue 

5 . Public School 169 
14305 Seventh Avenue 

6« Public School 172 
825 Fourth Avenue 

7. Junior High School 220 
I48 and 149 Street and Ninth Avenue 

Be PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1• Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish School 
169 25 Street 

2• St• Agatha Parish School 
7146 148 Street 

3c St® Catherine of Alexandria Parish School 
140214 Fort Hamilton Parkway 

14c St• John Evangelist Parish School 
259 22 Street 

5• St, Michael Parish School 
369 143 Street 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Assemblies of God 

1. Asamblea P e n t e c o s t a l , I n c . 
5007-9 Third Avenue 

2 . Ebenezer Tabernacle 
415 53 S t r e e t 

3. I g l e s i a De Dios P e n t e c o s t a l 
521 46 S t r e e t 

B a p t i s t 

4 . F i r s t Norwegian B a p t i s t Church 
711 57 S t r e e t 

5. Grace B a p t i s t Church 
5224 S ix th Avenue 

Lutheran 

6. F inn i sh Evangel ica l Lutheran Church 
752 44 S t r e e t 

r n a t i o n Lutheran Church (UL) 
5313 Fourth Avenue 

8 . Norwegian Free Lutheran Church (LB) 
749 59 S t r e e t 

9 . S t . J acob i Lutheran Church (UL) (German and Engl ish) 
5406 Fourth Avenue 

10. T r i n i t y Lutheran Church (EL) (Norwegian) 
411 46 S t r e e t 

Methodis t 

11. Be the l sh ip Norwegian Methodis t Church 
5523 Fourth Avenue 

12. Elim Methodis t Church 
711 48 S t r e e t 
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A, PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - cont inued 

Methodis t - continued 

13. Fourth Avenue Methodis t Church 
4614 Fourth Avenue 

14. Sunset Park Methodist Church (Norwegian) 
673 45 S t r e e t 

Reformed Church i n America 

15. Greenwood Heights Reformed Church 
Seventh Avenue and 45 S t r e e t 

16. South Reformed Church 
55 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

Seventh Day Advent i s t 

17. Bay Ridge Danish Norwegian״ Seventh Day Advent i s t Church 
618 50 S t r e e t 

18. Swedish Seventh Day Adven t i s t Church of Brooklyn 
315 47 S t r e e t 

Other 

19. Calvary Church (Church of the Brethren) 
266 20 S t r e e t 

20. Golgotha-Finnish Congregat ional Church (Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n ) 
735 44 S t r e e t 

21. Independent C h r i s t i a n Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
5306 Third Avenue 

22. Park United C h r i s t i a n Church 
4802 S ix th Avenue 

23. Park United P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
4802 S ix th Avenue 

24. S t . Andrew's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
50 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

25. Salem Gospel Tabernacle ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
5324 Fourth Avenue 

26. Second Evangel ica l Free Church 
5201 Eighth Avenue 
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B, ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Our ady of Czentochowa R. C. Church (Pol i sh) 
183 25 S t r e e t 

2. S t . Agatha R. C. Church 
702 48 S t r e e t 

3. S t . John Evangel i s t R. C. Church 
250 21 S t r e e t 

4. S t . Michael R. C. Church 
352 42 S t r e e t 

5. S t . Roch R. C. Church ( I t a l i a n ) 
216 27 S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. B 'na i I s r a e l Community Center (Orthodox) 
54 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

2. Bnai I s r a e l of Linden Heights (Orthodox) 
4502 Ninth Avenue 

3. Minyan Sfard of Boro Park (Orthodox) 
803 - 46 S t r e e t 

4. Torath Moshe Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
4314 Tenth Avenue 
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BAY RIDGE 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

P r i o r to 1896 when the separa te townships merged with the C i ty of 
Brooklyn to form the e n t i t y now known as "Brooklyn," Bay Ridge, as descr ibed 
he re , was p a r t of the township of New Ut rech t . This town o r i g i n a t e d with a 
g ran t of land to Jacques Cortelyou and h i s a s s o c i a t e s by Pe t e r Stuyvesant in 
1657. The s e c t i o n which became known as Bay Ridge ran along The Narrows 
from 60th S t r e e t to the neighborhood ad jacen t to the f o r t , ca l l ed 
F t . Hamilton. I t extended in land to about F t . Hamilton Parkway where i t met 
the Blythebourne and L e f f e r t s Park neighborhoods. 

In t h i s r e p o r t , the community name "Bay Ridge" has been ascr ibed 
to a l a r g e r t e r r i t o r y because i t does include the core sec t ion which a l l 
s t u d i e s recognize under t h a t name, although the in land and nor thern bounda-
r i e s d i f f e r . In t h i s s tudy, Bay Ridge i s composed of Health Areas 76, 77, 
78.10, 78.20, 79.10, 79.20, 80.10 and 80.20.1 / 

The i r r e g u l a r nor thern boundary extends eastward from the Army 
Supply Base a t 62nd S t r e e t to New Utrecht Avenue a t 58th S t r e e t . The e a s t -
ern boundary fol lows New Utrech t Avenue to 65th S t r e e t and then Fourteenth 
Avenue to Gravesend Bay. This Bay and The Narrows form the western and 
southern boundar ies . 

In land a rea , t h i s i s one of the l a r g e s t of the Brooklyn communi-
t i e s ! i t s 2,694 gross acres rank i t four th among the twenty i n land a rea . 
The new expressway - Shore Parkway or Be l t Parkway - which fol lows the o lder 
Shore Road along the s h o r e f r o n t c a r r i e s t r a f f i c to and from Long I s l and to 
the Gowanus Parkway a t 62nd S t r e e t and thence to the Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. 
This i s p a r t of the a r t e r i a l system designed to expedi te motor t r a f f i c and 
d i v e r t i t from l o c a l s t r e e t s . The new and the o lder highways such as 
F t . Hamilton and Bay Ridge Parkways and Ridge Boulevard and the loca l 
s t r e e t s and through avenues u t i l i z e d about 892 acres i n 1955-56, leaving 
1,802 fo r a l l o the r community purposes . 

1 / The P r o t e s t a n t Counc i l ' s study Four Communities in Southwest Brooklyn 
having included Health Area 77 in "Sunset Park" desc r ibes "Bay Ridge" 
i n terms of Heal th Areas 76, 78.10, 78.20 and 79.10. The o the r hea l th 
a reas - roughly from Seventh to Fourteenth Avenues, between 58th and 
79th S t r e e t s - the Council inc ludes with i t s community ca l l ed 
"Bensonhurst ." Ballon i n h i s e a r l i e r study Brooklyn Neighborhoods (1942) 
included a l l of Health Area 78.10, almost a l l of 76, most of 79.10 and 
79.20, a small p a r t of 78.20 and small p a r t s of 77 and 80.20. The New 
York Market Analysis of the newspapers has a Bay Ridge d i s t r i c t which 
does not extend qu i t e as f a r to the e a s t , but otherwise i s qu i t e s imi l a r 
to "Bay Ridge" i n t h i s r e p o r t . 
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With the d e f i n i t e approval by the Board of Es t imate i n December 
195& of The Narrows b r idge^ / connect ing S t a t e n I s l a n d with Bay Ridge, ad-
d i t i o n a l land w i l l be a l l o c a t e d to t r a f f i c f o r the twe lve - l ane , t h r ee -mi l e 
approach and access highways. The C i t y took over some 1,500 p r i v a t e homes 
along Seventh AvenueS/ ! n the sp r ing of 1959 f o r the approach r o u t e . The 
Seventh Avenue rou te from 92nd S t r e e t w i l l p a r a l l e l F t . Hamilton Parkway 
north to the i n t e r s e c t i o n of the Parkway and Seventh Avenue; i t w i l l 
extend north along Seventh Avenue to 67th S t r e e t and then veer west to Fourth 
Avenue, where i t w i l l curve northward to 60th S t r e e t a t Third Avenue to l i n k 
up with the Gowanus Expressway. Presumably, t h i s b r idge and the through 
t r a f f i c w i l l a f f e c t the c h a r a c t e r of t h i s community. 

Land use ; The p r i n c i p a l form of land use i n Bay Ridge i s r e s i -
d e n t i a l . Close to t h r e e - f i f t h s (57 .3 pe rcen t ) of the ne t ac reage , o r 1,033 
a c r e s , was devoted to homes when t h e land use survey was made i n 1955-56. 
One- and two-family homes absorbed almost 80 pe r cen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e -
age. The l a r g e Dyker Beach Park which extends from Seventh Avenue to Four-
t een th Avenue and from 86th S t r e e t to Gravesend Bay and i n c l u d e s a gol f 
course , ba seba l l diamonds, p laygrounds , e t c . , Owls Head Park , Shore Road Park 
and seve ra l o t h e r pa rks , the F t . Hamilton A t h l e t i c F i e l d and o t h e r outdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , occupied 467 ac res o r about 26 p e r c e n t of the 1 ,802. 

Commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s a re not of major importance 
but in the aggregate did u t i l i z e some 84 ac res or 4 .7 pe r cen t of the land i n 
1955-56. The l i g h t and heavy i n d u s t r i e s covered 37 p e r c e n t of these 84 a c r e s . 
The heavy i n d u s t r i e s a re l a r g e l y concen t ra ted i n Heal th Area 80 .20 . Auto-
mobile s to rage and s e r v i c e s took 28 p e r c e n t , r e t a i l s t o r e s , o f f i c e s and o t h e r 
commercial e n t e r p r i s e s , 26, and warehouses, 8 pe rcen t of the a c r e s devoted to 
commerce and i n d u s t r y . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , p r i n c i p a l l y the t rack and 
yards of the Bay Ridge D iv i s ion ( f r e i g h t l i n e ) of the Long I s l a n d Ra i l road 
accounted f o r 60 ac r e s o r 3 . 4 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

The 82 ac res devoted to f a c i l i t i e s such as p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s , 
the schoo ls , churches , synagogues and h o s p i t a l s , as wel l as a small v o l u n t a r y 
i n s t i t u t i o n f o r the aged and a small nurs ing home amounted to 4 . 5 p e r c e n t of 
the t o t a l . About 4 pe rcen t of the n o n - t r a f f i c land area was s t i l l vacant i n 
1955-56 - 76 .5 ac r e s - but 4 a c r e s were used f o r l i c e n s e d park ing l o t s . 

Popu la t i on d e n s i t y : Although Bay Ridge i s one of the l a r g e r 
Brooklyn communities i n terms of the number of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s , i t i s not 
densely s e t t l e d because so high a p r o p o r t i o n of the housing i s i n one- o r 
two-family houses . On the b a s i s of the 1957 popu l a t i on , Bay Ridge ranks 
s i x t e e n t h i n popu la t ion d e n s i t y , with only 158 persons p e r r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . 

2 / Recent ly c h r i s t e n e d as The Verrazano Narrows Br idge . 
3 / New York World-Telegram-Sun. J u l y 29, 1959; e a r l i e r newspaper r e p o r t s 

(New York Times. December 31, 1958) es t imated t h a t 800 homes would be de -
mol ished. 
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Popula t ion s i ze 

In common with e ighteen of the twenty Brooklyn communities, Bay 
Ridge had a smal ler popula t ion i n 1957 than in 1950 but d e s p i t e the 5 .8 
pe rcen t decrease i t r e t a ined i t s 1950 rank as f i f t h in popula t ion s i z e . The 
1950 popula t ion of 173,180 c o n s t i t u t e d 6 .3 percent of the Brooklyn t o t a l and 
the 1957 popula t ion of 163,179 maintained t h i s same p ropor t ion . 

Much of t h i s a r ea , e s p e c i a l l y south of about 81s t S t r e e t , was 
r a t h e r spa r se ly s e t t l e d with l a rge one-family homes se t i n spacious gardens 
u n t i l the 1920 's . During the 1920's cons iderable housing was e rec t ed , with 
the r e s u l t t h a t the popula t ion had grown to 157,555 by 1930. Growth con-
t inued during the depress ion yea r s , adding almost 15,000 r e s i d e n t s to give 
a 1940 t o t a l of 172,398. The decade of the 1940's brought a l eve l ing o f f , 
with fewer than a thousand persons added by 1950. The r i s e of 15,625 
between 1930 and 1950 - 9 . 9 pe rcen t - was l a r g e l y canceled by the loss of 
10,000 persons between 1950 and 1957. At the l a t e s t count, t h e r e f o r e , Bay 
Ridge had only 5,600 more r e s i d e n t s than i n 1930, a net i nc rease of 3.6 
p e r c e n t . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

1950 Census: Since the Colonial era t h i s neighborhood has been 
populated almost e n t i r e l y by white groups of na t ive or European background. 
As the fol lowing ana lys i s i n d i c a t e s the few Puerto Rican and nonwhite r e s i -
dents formed only 0 . 3 percent of the 1950 t o t a l : 

Popula t ion of Bay Ridge, by c u l t u r a l group: 3.950 
Percent 

Cu l tu ra l qroup Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 173,180 100.0 

Cont inenta l na t ive white 133,682 77.2 
Foreign-born white 38,922 22.5 
Puer to Rican 345 0 .2 
Negro 121 0 .1 
Other nonwhite races 110 

Over t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the 1950 white r e s i d e n t s were of na t ive 
b i r t h but more than a f i f t h had been born i n a fo re ign country . The leading 
n a t i o n a l i t y group among the f o r e i g n born i n 1950 was the I t a l i a n ; they con-
s t i t u t e d 30 percen t of the t o t a l ; they were found i n a l l s e c t i o n s but were 
concentra ted (almost 9,300 of the 11,835) i n the s ec t i on e a s t of Seventh 
Avenue much of which i s considered to be Bensonhurst in o the r community 
s t u d i e s . The Scandinavians and the Finns accounted fo r about 25 percent 
of the fo re ign born but the 6,667 Norwegian-born cons iderably exceeded the 
t o t a l of 2,918 Swedes, Danes and Finns . 
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The group from Engl ish-speaking coun t r i e s - the United Kingdom, 
Canada and E i r e - was the group t h i r d i n s i z e - a t o t a l of 21 p e r c e n t , with 
E i r e r e spons ib le f o r only 9 .6 pe r cen t . The German-born accounted fo r 5 .8 
percen t and the o t h e r e a s t e r n or middle European coun t r i e s f o r only 7 . 5 p e r -
cen t . The group of 1,370 white persons from Asia probably inc ludes the ad-
vance guard of the Syrian group who are repor ted to have been moving i n t o 
Bay Ridge from downtown Brooklyn i n r ecen t y e a r s . A church, formerly known 
as the Syr ian P r o t e s t a n t Church, followed i t s congregat ion and i s now known 
as the Fourth Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church. 

Although the ad j acen t communities of Borough Park-Kensington and 
Bensonhurst have l a rge Jewish popu la t ions , the a n a l y s i s of death c e r t i f i c a t e s 
i s sued during 1954 fo r white a d u l t s (25 years old or o lder ) who had been 
Bensonhurst r e s i d e n t s i n d i c a t e s t h a t only 4 . 5 pe rcen t c a l l e d f o r b u r i a l i n a 
Jewish cemetery. 

1957 Census: The in format ion der ived from the Spec ia l Census of 
1957 i n d i c a t e s almost no change from 1950 i n c u l t u r a l composi t ion. The 
Negro and o the r nonwhite groups remain a n e g l i g i b l e p ropo r t i on of the t o t a l . 

Popula t ion of Bay Ridge, by co lo r : 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of t o t a l 

All c l a s s e s 163.179 100.0 

White 162,844 99.8 
Negro 164 0 . 1 
Other nonwhite races 171 0 . 1 

The b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s and school d a t a , however, suggest t h a t the 
Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s , few i n 1950, have grown in number though s t i l l con-
s t i t u t i n g a minor p ropor t ion of the t o t a l . I n 1950, 208 of the 345 Puer to 
Rican r e s i d e n t s l ived i n Health Area 77 c lose to the Sunset Park a r e a . The 
b i r t h and school s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t h a t the bulk of the 1957 r e s i d e n t s 
a re s t i l l i n t h a t s e c t i o n . 

The data on Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n pub l i c and Ca tho l i c p a r i s h 
schools i n d i c a t e t h a t 1 .3 percent of the Brooklyn Puerto Rican c h i l d r e n i n 
elementary and j u n i o r high grades a t t end schools loca ted i n Bay Ridge. 
This i n d i c a t e s a t o t a l Puerto Rican popula t ion of about 2 ,100. This may be 
an overes t imate ; perhaps severa l hundred of t h i s number a c t u a l l y l i v e i n 
Sunset Park-Gowanus. 

4 / Four Communities i n Southwest Brooklyn, P r o t e s t a n t Council of the C i ty of 
New York, May 1955. 

5 / Most (375 of 430 in September 1957) of the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n i n the 
schools a t t end P .S . 140 a t 60th S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue; i t i s imposs i -
ble to be c e r t a i n whether they r e p r e s e n t r e s i d e n t s of nearby b locks i n 
Sunset P ark or f a m i l i e s i n Heal th Area 77, or both . 
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On the assumption t h a t the e s t ima te of Puer to Ricans i s reasonably 
v a l i d , the percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the preceding t a b u l a t i o n i s modif ied 
s l i g h t l y t o : White - 98 .5 , Puer to Ricans - 1 .3 , Negro - 0 . 1 and o the r - 0 . 1 . 
I t i s apparent t h a t the seven years from 1950 to 1957 brought a l o s s of 
over 11,000 whi te (non-Puerto Rican) r e s i d e n t s . 

Although the r e s i d e n t s are most ly non-Puerto Rican whi te , the 
n a t i o n a l i t y groups - not merely the f o r e i g n born but t h e i r na t ive -bo rn 
c h i l d r e n and g randch i ld ren - a re repor ted to be cohesive and concerned to 
p e r p e t u a t e t h e i r c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s through s o c i a l c lubs and o the r groups, 
r a t h e r than i n t e r e s t e d i n i n t e g r a t i o n . 4 / The church denominations suppor t 
t h i s s ta tement i n t h a t q u i t e a few are n a t i o n a l l y i d e n t i f i e d and have s e r -
v i c e s i n the mother tongue. One Ca tho l i c church i s c a l l e d I t a l i a n ; one of 
the four B a p t i s t churches i s a l so c a l l e d I t a l i a n . Of the 10 Lutheran 
churches two have Norwegian, one Danish,and one Swedish s e r v i c e s . There i s 
a l so a Norwegian Evange l ica l Free Church. As noted e a r l i e r , the Fourth Ave-
nue P r e s b y t e r i a n church i s Syr ian and t h e r e i s a l so a Syr ian Orthodox Church. 
One of the two Jewish synagogues i s the Conservat ive congregat ion a t the 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center ; the o t h e r on Eleventh Avenue may serve p r i m a r i l y 
Borough Park r e s i d e n t s . 

The maintenance of c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s , however, has not prevented 
the development of a community s p i r i t and many loca l a s s o c i a t i o n s , such as 
the Board of Trade on 86th S t r e e t and the Bay Ridge Community Counci l , e x i s t . 
The r e s i d e n t s cooperate i n p r o j e c t s f o r the improvement of t h e i r ne ighbor-
hoods; the organized , s u s t a i n e d c i t i z e n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the p lans f o r The 
Narrows br idge i s an example.4/ 

B i r t h s t a t i s t i c s : In 1952, 3,171 or 98.9 pe r cen t of the 3,206 
b i r t h s to Bay Ridge r e s i d e n t s were c h i l d r e n of non-Puerto Rican whi te 
mothers; the 16 b i r t h s to nonwhite mothers and the 19 b i r t h s to Puer to Rican 
mothers were 0 . 5 and 0 . 6 pe r cen t of the t o t a l . The Puer to Rican b i r t h s had 
r i s e n to 27, or 0 . 9 p e r c e n t of the 3,070 t o t a l , by 1957 but they dropped 
back to 19, 0 . 6 pe rcen t of the smal le r 1958 t o t a l of 3 ,053. The nonwhite 
b i r t h s were 15 i n 1957 and 12 i n 1958. 

School da t a : The e t h n i c census i n the pub l i c schools taken i n 
September 1957 found 430 c h i l d r e n from Puer to Rican f a m i l i e s or 3 .9 pe rcen t 
of the 10,906 c h i l d r e n e n r o l l e d i n the e lementary and j u n i o r high schoo l s . 
The 63 Negro c h i l d r e n were 0 . 6 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . I n October 1958 the 
enrolment of 10,392 c h i l d r e n included 63 Nehfro, 428 Puer to Rican and 9 ,901 
c h i l d r e n who were white or belonged to one of the minor nonwhite groups. 
But these pe rcen tages o v e r s t a t e the p r o p o r t i o n of school c h i l d r e n i n a l l 
community schools who were Puer to Rican. 

In October 1958 the Ca tho l i c p a r i s h schools had a r e g i s t r a t i o n 
of j u s t over 12,000 or 53.7 pe r cen t of the pub l i c and C a t h o l i c school t o t a l . 
The s p e c i a l count of c h i l d r e n from Spanish-speaking f a m i l i e s i n June 1959 
found only 31 i n the C a t h o l i c schools ; thus only 459 or 2 pe rcen t of the 
combined enrolment of 22,445 c h i l d r e n were Puer to Rican. 
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Age groups 

This i s one of the "o lde r " Brooklyn communities i n t h a t 39 p e r -
cent of the 1957 popu la t i on was 45 yea r s o ld o r o l d e r and t h r e e - f i f t h s 
was 30 y e a r s o ld o r o l d e r . The middle-aged (45-64 years ) c o n s t i t u t e d 
29 .5 pe r cen t and the aged group (65 yea r s and o lde r ) 9 . 6 p e r c e n t , i n con-
t r a s t to the borough-wide pe rcen tages of 24 .1 and 8 . 9 . A l l the groups 
under 45 y e a r s of age were a smal le r share of the t o t a l i n Bay Ridge than 
they were i n the age d i s t r i b u t i o n of the borough p o p u l a t i o n . 

The ch i ld and youth popu la t i on - under 20 yea r s of age - was 
only 27 .5 p e r c e n t of the 1957 t o t a l ; t h i s ranks the community as e i g h t e e n t h 
on t h i s s co re , with on ly Crown Heights and F la tbush -Eas t F la tbush having 
smal le r p r o p o r t i o n s . 

Popu la t ion of Bay Ridge, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t 
Aqe group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 173.180 100.0 163.179 100.0 - 5 . 8 

Under 6 yea r s 16,744 9 .7 15,124 9 . 3 - 9 . 7 
6-13 years 17,791 10 .3 17,949 11.0 0 . 9 
14-19 yea r s 12,511 7 . 2 11,803 7 . 5 ־ 2 .7 
20-24 yea r s 12,212 7 . 0 9,189 5 . 6 - 2 4 . 8 
yea ׳-2529 r s 12,725 7 . 3 11,070 6 . ־ 8 1 3 . 0 
30-44 yea r s 42,188 24 .4 34,316 21 .0 - 1 8 . 7 
45-64 years 45,554 26 .3 48,034 29 .5 5 . 4 
65 years and over 13,455 7 . 8 15,694 9 . 6 16.6 

As the comparison with 1950 i n the t a b u l a t i o n r e v e a l s , the de-
c r e a s e s i n the number of c h i l d r e n under 6 y e a r s of age and i n those 14-19 
yea r s were cons ide rab ly above the borough-wide dec rease s , whi le the 6 -13 
year group which rose by 12.5 pe r cen t f o r Brooklyn as a whole shows almost 
no change i n Bay RidgeV The middle-aged rose by 5 . 4 p e r c e n t and the aged 
by 16.6 pe r cen t i n t h i s community; on the o t h e r hand, f o r Brooklyn as a 
whole the 45-64 year group a c t u a l l y decreased ( 1 . 3 percen t ) and the r i s e i n 
the aged group was 14.4 p e r c e n t . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : I n 1957, and a l s o i n 1950, the g i r l s and women 
were predominant i n every age group except among c h i l d r e n under 14 y e a r s of 
age . In 1957 the r a t i o of males to females was below the borough-wide r a t i o 
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f o r a l l groups except the youngest . 

Popula t ion of Bay Ridge, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females; 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per Males per 

Age qroup Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 females 

Al l ages 83.259 89.921 92.6 77,751 85.428 91.0 

Under 6 years 8 ,535 8,209 104.0 7,782 7,342 106,0 
6-13 years 9,118 8,673 105.1 8 ,983 8,966 100.2 
14-19 years 6,191 6,320 98,0 5,840 5,963 97,9 
20-24 years 5,700 6,512 87.5 4,202 4,987 84,3 
25-29 years 5,993 6,732 89.0 5,324 5,746 92.7 
30-44 years 19,270 22,918 84.1 15,677 18,639 84,1 
45-64 years 22,460 23,094 97 .3 22,861 25,173 90,8 
65 years and over 5,992 7,463 80 ,3 7,082 8,612 82,2 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 1950 

I t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t the r e l a t i v e s t a t u s of t h i s community among 
the o the r s has changed d r a s t i c a l l y s ince 1950 although i t i s pos s ib l e t h a t 
the ou t -migra t ion of white r e s i d e n t s cons is ted l a r g e l y of those in the upper 
income c l a s s e s . But the age data suggest t h a t the younger f ami l i e s and 
f a m i l i e s with school age c h i l d r e n may have moved to more suburban a r e a s . 

Economic s t a t u s ; In 1949, the family income leve l in Bay Ridge 
was above the borough l eve l i n s ix of the e igh t hea l th a r e a s . Compared 
with the median family income of $3,447 fo r Brooklyn, the medians fo r s ix 
a r ea s var ied from $3,587 i n Heal th Area 80.20 to $4,241 i n Health Area 76. 
The two areas below the borough median - Health Areas 80.10 and 77 - were 
not f a r below - $3,320 and $3,445, . As a mat te r of f a c t some 14,155 of the 
47,370 f a m i l i e s had incomes of $5,000 or more. With one except ion, the 
t r a c t s between Ridge Boulevard and the Shore Parkway from 72nd to 94th 
S t r e e t s a l l had median family incomes of $5,000 or more. 

The persons 14 yea r s /o f age .o r , ove r not l i v ing as members of a 
family group had median incomes of from $1,458 to $2,184 i n the f i v e hea l th 
a reas where the number of such persons was la rge enough to compute a median. 
These f i g u r e s compare with a borough median of $1,280. 

Educational l e v e l : I n comparison with the leve l of formal school-
ing completed by white a d u l t s i n Brooklyn as a whole - a median of 8 ,9 
years - the Bay Ridge l eve l was high i n four hea l th a reas - from 9 .0 to 11,4 
median school years completed; i n the o ther fou r , the medians va r ied from 
8 ,6 to 8 ,9 yea r s . 



73 Bay Ridge 

Family groups: Most of the 1950 popu l a t i on l i ved as members of 
the 47,370 f a m i l i e s . Only 7,750 persons l i v e d a lone or with persons not 
r e l a t e d to them and 367 were inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s . About 1,100 persons 
l i v e d i n rooming o r boarding houses , o r as employees i n the r e s idence qua r -
t e r s of h o s p i t a l s o r i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

The f a m i l i e s inc luded 42,680 with marr ied couples ; about 4,690 
f a m i l i e s - almost 10 pe r cen t of the t o t a l - were composed of one p a r e n t 
with minor or a d u l t c h i l d r e n , s i s t e r s and /or b r o t h e r s , o r some o t h e r group 
of r e l a t i v e s . 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e and h e a l t h da ta 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e : The p r o p o r t i o n of a l l Brooklyn cases r ece iv ing 
a s s i s t a n c e on March 2, 1959 which l i v e d i n Bay Ridge was small - 1 ,4 p e r c e n t . 
The 594 cases inc luded 56 on gene ra l a s s i s t a n c e ; these cases may be e i t h e r 
f a m i l i e s o r one-person cases ; 90 f a m i l i e s were r e c e i v i n g a id to dependent 
c h i l d r e n , about 0 . 6 pe r cen t of the Brooklyn ADC c a s e s . Apparent ly most of 
the cases - 448 - were i n d i v i d u a l s on the r o l l s f o r o ld -age o r b l i n d a s s i s -
t ance , o r a id to the d i s a b l e d . I t i s apparen t t h a t f i n a n c i a l dependency 
i s not a major f a c t o r i n Bay Ridge. 

Heal th i n d i c e s : The i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s f o r the year 1957 were 
below the Brooklyn r a t e of 25 .2 dea ths p e r 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s in a l l bu t 
Hea l th Area 80.10, where the r a t e was 28 .3 . The v a r i a t i o n i n s i x a r e a s was 
from 17.2 to 22 .1 , with Heal th Area 79.20 having 3 i n f a n t dea ths and 341 
l i v e b i r t h s . During 1957, the community's newly r epo r t ed vene rea l d i s e a s e 
cases t o t a l e d 85; based on 100,000 of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n the r a t e s f o r the 
i n d i v i d u a l h e a l t h a r ea s ranged from 31 i n Heal th Area 76 to 85 .5 i n Heal th 
Area 80 .20 . 

The r a t e of t u b e r c u l o s i s p reva lence was low i n Bay Ridge based 
on the number of a c t i v e cases on the r e g i s t e r of the Department of H e a l t h . 
The 122 •active cases of t u b e r c u l o s i s r e g i s t e r e d on December 31, 1956 give a 
r a t e of 0 . 75 pe r 1,000 of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n ; the 91 ca ses r e g i s t e r e d on 
December 31, 1958 make the r a t e 0 .56 p e r 1,000 of the same p o p u l a t i o n count . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

Bay Ridge con t inues to have a lower inc idence of de l inquency than 
the more d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d Brooklyn a reas where the housing i s o l d e r and the 
income l e v e l lower. I n 1951 when the del inquency r a t e f o r Brooklyn was 
14.7 cases pe r 1,000 c h i l d r e n and youth 6-20 yea r s of age i n 1950, the r a t e s 
i n the Bay Ridge h e a l t h a r e a s ranged from 4 .7 to 10.9 i n seven h e a l t h a r e a s ; 
the r a t e was 16 .3 i n Heal th Area 77. The 1957 r a t e s , based on the 1957 
o f f e n s e s and 1957 popu l a t i on of the a p p r o p r i a t e ages , aga in were below the 
borough-wide r a t e of 33 .4 p e r 1,000 i n a l l the Bay Ridge a r e a s except Hea l th 
Area 77 where the r a t e was 34 .2 ; elsewhere the r a t e s were from 11.9 to 19.7 
p e r 1,000. I n 1958, the Bay Ridge r a t e s were a l l lower than the Brooklyn 
r a t e of 41 .2 p e r 1,000 of the 1957 popu l a t i on 6-20 years o l d ; they v a r i e d 
from 8 .8 to 26.4 
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Housing 

The volume of housing has been inc reas ing since 1950 although the 
popula t ion has moved downward. The 1950 Census enumerated 52,340 dwell ing 
u n i t s i n 1950. The annual survey made fo r the C i ty Planning Department 
shows a t o t a l of 55,751 u n i t s i n 1957-58. Some r i s e was repor ted in every 
h e a l t h area but the bulk of the new housing was i n Health Area 76 and 78 .10 , 
the sec t ion from Fourth Avenue west to the Shore Road and south of 62nd 
S t r e e t . Modern, some of them high r e n t a l , apartment houses have been grow-
ing more common i n t h i s neighborhood fo r a decade or more; formerly the 
housing i n much of t h i s s e c t i o n - along Ridge Boulevard, Colonia l Road and 
Shore Road - was l imi ted to l a r g e , one- fami ly homes with r a t h e r spacious 
gardens and lawns and o ther smaller but s u b s t a n t i a l homes. A la rge propor -
t i o n of the housing da tes from the 1920 's , but the l a r g e r and more o s t e n t a -
t i o u s homes were b u i l t e a r l i e r when the community was f a r from " the Ci ty" 
i n time and c h a r a c t e r . 

The land use survey of 1955-56 found t h a t one-family homes 
occupied 39.4 percen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l acreage and two-family houses 397י 
p e r c e n t . Mul t i - f ami ly dwel l ings accounted fo r the remaining 20.9 percen t 
of the land devoted to homes, with the walk-up type, probably of t h r e e - o r 
four -dwel l ings found on 166 acres and the modern, e l eva to r apartments on 
about 49 a c r e s . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of housing; 1950; I t i s probable t h a t much of the 
housing e x i s t i n g in 1950 i s s t i l l i n use . The Census of Housing found 51,938 
u n i t s occupied in 1950. Home ownership was f a i r l y high - the owners were 
l i v i n g i n 28.9 percen t of the occupied u n i t s ; t h i s p ropor t ion i s not so 
high as i n seve ra l of the more e a s t e r l y Brooklyn communities - Gravesend, 
Midwood-Flatlands, Canarsie and Sheepshead Bay. About 45 percen t of the 
homes i n use were i n one- or two-family s t r u c t u r e s . 

By the standard which s e t s "overcrowding" as more than 1.5 p e r -
sons per room, about 3 percen t of the u n i t s were so c l a s s i f e d and 2 . 3 
pe rcen t of the u n i t s were considered to be substandard, i . e . , d i l a p i d a t e d 
and/or with inadequate bathing and t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s . 

Pub l i c housing; No pub l i c housing p r o j e c t s have been cons t ruc ted 
i n Bay Ridge - nor have any been proposed. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY•̂  

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agenc ies 

1. Dyker Heights Nursery School f o r Bl ind Chi ld ren 
(Operated by I n d u s t r i a l Home f o r the Blind) 
1255 - 84 S t r e e t 

Other ausp ices 

2, Tabbytowne Nursery 
7200 Ridge Boulevard 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

3. Tiny Tot Playhouse 
243 - 88 S t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv i ces 

1. Brooklyn Pub l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r weekly or 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n the 
1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d below. 

Bay Ridge Branch 
203 - 73 S t r e e t 

For t Hamilton Branch 
9424 Fourth Avenue 

Kensington Branch 
771 McDonald Avenue 

McKinley Park Branch 
6912 For t Hamilton Parkway 

2, C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s , Diocese of Brooklyn: Golden Age Club 
of Bay Ridge 
Our Lady of Angels P a r i s h School H a l l 
347 - 74 S t r e e t ( a t Fourth Avenue) 

Recrea t ion program f o r men and women over 60 yea r s of age; i n -
t e r r a c i a l ; n o n s e c t a r i a n . Meets second and f o u r t h Thursday of t h e 
month, from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. Open house and r e f r e s h m e n t s , games, 
handwork, a r t s and c r a f t s , fo lk and s o c i a l danc ing , d i s c u s s i o n s , 
f r i e n d l y v i s i t i n g to i l l members, Eng l i sh , German, I t a l i a n and 
Swedish a re spoken. 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s l o c a t e d i n t h i s community, a l though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , l oca t ed e l sewhere . 



Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

3. Educat ion , Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even ts . 

Evening Community Cente rs serve teenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:09 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Centers ope ra t i ng i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 
a r e on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These cen t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agenc ies and 
a l s o by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

For t Hamilton High School: Evening Community Cen te r^ / 
Shore Road and 83 S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Thursday evenings, 

P .S . 102: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
211 - 72 S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 104: Evening Community Center 
9115 F i f t h Avenue ( a t 92 S t r e e t ) 

Open every evening but F r iday , ( s i x days ) . 

P .S . 105: Evening Community Center 
1031 - 59 S t r e e t (Tenth Avenue) 

Open Tuesday and Thursday evenings . 

P .S . 176: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1225 - 69 S t r e e t ( a t Twel f th Avenue) 

P .S . 201: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
8010 Twelf th Avenue ( a t 81 S t r e e t ) 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

J . H . S . 259: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
7301 Fo r t Hamilton Parkway 

Evening cen te r open Tuesday through Fr iday , 

2 / In a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s cen t e r p rovides a program of 
i n f o r m a l a d u l t educa t ion . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 
3 / 

4. Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New York-׳ 

Dyker Beach Park 

Seventh Avenue to Four teenth Avenue, 86 S t r e e t to Shore Parkway 

Golf Course 

Seventh Avenue and 86 S t r e e t 

Rec rea t ion Area 
Four teenth Avenue and 86 S t r e e t 

3 b a s e b a l l diamonds, 2 S o f t b a l l and 2 soccer f i e l d s , 
p layground. 

Playground 
Bay Eighth S t r e e t and Cropsey Avenue 

F i e l d house, 4 ba seba l l diamonds, 4 f o o t b a l l f i e l d s , 
9 t e n n i s c o u r t s ; 3 b a s k e t b a l l , 2 h a n d b a l l , 2 v o l l e y b a l l , 
a paddle t e n n i s and horseshoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s ; t a b l e 
t e n n i s , playground with wading poo l . Rec rea t i on l e a d e r s h i p . 

For t Hamilton A t h l e t i c F i e ld 
For t Hamilton High School 
Colonia l Road between 83 and 85 S t r e e t s 

A t h l e t i c f i e l d with running t r a c k , b a s e b a l l and s o f t b a l l 
diamonds, 4 t e n n i s c o u r t s ; 3 b a s k e t b a l l , 8 handba l l 2 paddle 
t e n n i s , a v o l l e y b a l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; i c e s k a t i n g a r e a , 
playground with wading poo l . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Gowanus Parkway Playground 
Third Avenue between 64 and 65 S t r e e t s 

C h i l d r e n ' s p layground. 

Leiv E i r i k s s o n Park 
Fourth Avenue to Fo r t Hamilton Parkway between 66 and 67 S t r e e t s 

B a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , horseshoe p i t c h i n g and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s ; 10 t e n n i s cou r t s ( a t Eighth Avenue); f i e l d house 
with playrooms, 3 p laygrounds , wading poo l , r o l l e r and i c e 
ska t ing a r e a s , s o f t b a l l f i e l d . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Leiv Eir iksson Playground 
Eighth Avenue between 65 and 66 S t r e e t s 

Playground, 2 s o f t b a l l f i e l d s , s h u f f l e b o a r d and horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g c o u r t s . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

3 / In d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a rge and k i n d e r g a r t e n s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 



Group Work and Recrea t ion Services - continued 

McKinley Park Playground 
For t Hamilton Parkway, Seventh Avenue and 73 S t r e e t 

Baske tba l l , v o l l e y b a l l and horseshoe p i t ch ing cour t s ; 
9 t e n n i s cou r t s , t a b l e t e n n i s , i ce skat ing a rea , f i e l d 
house with playrooms, playground. Recreat ion l eade r sh ip . 

Owl's Head Park 

Shore Parkway, Colonial Road, 68 S t r e e t 

Playground 
Colonia l Road and 67 S t r e e t 

Playground with wading pool , 2 baske tba l l c o u r t s , 
icd ska t ing , r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a reas . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Shore Road Park 

From Owl's Head Park to For t Hamilton along the Narrows 

Bicycle Path 
From 69 S t r e e t along the shore s ide of the Shore Parkway 
to For t Hamilton ( t h e b icyc le path continues beyond t h i s 
po in t to Bay Parkway i n the Bensonhurst community). 

Playground 
Shore Parkway between 74 and 77 S t r e e t s 

Footba l l f i e l d , 2 baseba l l diamonds, s o f t b a l l f i e l d , 
playground. Recrea t ion l eade r sh ip . 

Playground 
Shore Parkway a t foot of 79 S t r e e t 

Ro l l e r ska t ing a rea , 3 baske tba l l and 3 v o l l e y b a l l cou r t s , 
2 playgrounds (one l i g h t e d ) . Same leadersh ip as previous 
playground. 

Playground 
Shore Road between 82 and 83 S t r e e t s 

Two baske tba l l and 4 paddle t enn i s cou r t s , r o l l e r skat ing 
a rea , 2 playgrounds (one l i g h t e d ) . 

Playground 
Shore Parkway between 94 and 95 S t r e e t s 

Footba l l f i e l d , 2 baseba l l diamonds, soccer f i e l d , s o f t b a l l 
f i e l d , ba ske tba l l and v o l l e y b a l l cou r t s , i c e and r o l l e r 
ska t ing a reas , 2 playgrounds (one l i g h t e d ) , wading pool , 
Recrea t ion l e ade r sh ip . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Playground 
Shore Parkway between 95 and 97 S t r e e t s 

Two b a s k e t b a l l , 10 handba l l , 2 v o l l e y b a l l , 6 paddle t e n n i s 
and s eve ra l horseshoe p i t c h i n g and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; 
r o l l e r ska t ing a r e a , 2 playgrounds (one l i g h t e d ) . 
Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Third Avenue and Shore Road 

Playground, 9 t e n n i s c o u r t s . 

Playground 
Shore Parkway from 98 S t r e e t to Fourth Avenue 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

Other vo lun ta ry agenc ies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of s choo l s , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc i e s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c 
churches but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups 
served vary from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs 
( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t i n s e v e r a l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Se rv ices 

None 

Mental Heal th Se rv ices 

None 

Other c l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

None 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp i ce s 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schoo l s : 
P .S . 105, 1031 - 59 S t r e e t (near Tenth Avenue) 
P .S . 201, 8010 Twel f th Avenue 

4 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the I n t r o -
duc t ion . None of t he se h o s p i t a l s a r e l oca t ed i n t h i s community. 



B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family Se rv i ce , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i ty of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and S ix th Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2. Wel fa re , Department o f , Ci ty of New York 
Borough Hal l Welfare Center 
330 Jay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

5 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serving t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca ted wi th in the a r ea . 

6 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e 
serv ing the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 
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SECTION I I I PUBUC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Jun io r High 

A* PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 102 
211 72nd Street 

2. Public School 101* 
9115 5th Avenue 

3. Public School 105 
1031 59th Street 

U• Public School 118 ( Annex t o new P.S. 114.0) 
5902 14th Avenue 

5. Public School 127 
7th Avenue and 78th Street 

6. Public School 11*0 
3143 60th Street 

7. Public School 170 
7109 6th Avenue 

8. Public School 176 
1225 69th Street 

9. Public School 185 
8601 Ridge Boulevard 

10. Public School 201 
8010 12th Avenue 

11. Junior High School 259 
7301 Fort Hamilton Parkway 



B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Our Lady of Angels Parish School 
352 73rd Street 

2, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish School 
5902 6th Avenue 

3• St . Anselm Parish School 
357 83rd Street 

U. S t . Bernadette Parish School 
1256 83rd Street 

5• Ste Ephrem Parish School 
935 75th Street 

6 . S t . Frances De Chantol Parish School 
5616 12th Avenue 

7. St . Patrick Parish School 
U20 95th Street 

8« S t . Rosalia Parish School 
6501 12th Avenue 

9• Vis i tat ion Academy 
Ridge Boulevard and 89th Street 

Protestant 

Lutheran Elementary School of Bay Ridge 
U־bh Avenue, corner of Ovington Avenue 

Grades 1 through 3• 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Baptist 

1. Bay Ridge B a p t i s t Church 
68 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

2. Borough Park I t a l i a n B a p t i s t Church 
Eleventh Avenue and 67 S t r e e t 

3. For t Hamilton B a p t i s t Church 
8711 Fourth Avenue 

4. L e f f e r t s Park B a p t i s t Church 
Fourteenth Avenue and 76 S t r e e t 

Lutheran 

5. Bethany Lutheran Church' (EL) (Engl ish and Norwegian) 
1037 - 72 S t r e e t 

6. Bethlehem Lutheran Church (MO) 
6935 Fourth־ Avenue 

7 . C h r i s t Evangel ical Lutheran Church (AU) 
1066 - 59 S t r e e t 

8 . Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (UL) 
7420 Fourth Avenue 

9• Our Saviour Lutheran Church (EL) 
414 - 80 S t r e e t 

10. Redeemer Lutheran Church (AU) 
939 - 83 S t r e e t 

11. Salem Danish Lutheran Church (UE) (Danish and Engl ish) 
345 Ovington Avenue 

12. Salem Lutheran Church (AU) (Engl ish and Swedish) 
450 - 67 S t r e e t 

13. T r i n i t y Lutheran Church (MO) 
91 S t r e e t and Third Avenue 

14. Zion Lutheran Church (EL) (Engl ish and Norwegian) 
414 - 63 S t r e e t 



A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES - continued 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

15. Bay Ridge United P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
636 Bay Ridge Parkway 

16. For t Hamilton P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
367 - 94 S t r e e t 

17. Fourth Avenue P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
68 S t r e e t and Fourth Avenue 

18. Union of Bay Ridge P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
201 - 80 S t r e e t 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

19. C h r i s t Bay Ridge P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Ridge Blvd. and 73 S t r e e t 

20. S t . J o h n ' s For t Hamilton P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
9819 Fo r t Hamilton Parkway 

21 . S t . P h i l i p ' s (Dyker Heights) P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Eleventh Avenue and 80 S t r e e t 

Other 

22. Bay Ridge Methodist Church 
368 Ovington Avenue 

23. F i r s t Church of the Bre thren (The Church of the Brethren) 
352 - 60 S t r e e t 

24. Norwegian Evange l ica l Free Church (Engl i sh and Norwegian) 
649 - 66 S t r e e t 

25. P i lg r im Covenant Church (Evange l ica l Mission Covenant) 
371 - 77 S t r e e t 

26. S t . Mary of Antioch (Syr ian Orthodox) 
8100 Ridge Boulevard 

27. Second (Church of C h r i s t , S c i e n t i s t ) 
340 - 67 S t r e e t 



8 5 Bay Ridge 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Our Lady of Angels R. C. Church 
7320 Fourth Avenue 

2. Our Lady of Pe rpe tua l Help R. C. Church 
526 59 S t r e e t 

3. S t . Anselm R. C. Church 
356 - 82 S t r e e t (Rectory) 

4 . S t . Bernadet te R. C. Church 
8201 - 13 Avenue 

5. S t . Ephrera R. C. Church 
929 - 75 S t r e e t 

6. S t . Frances De Chantal R. C. Church 
1273 - 58 S t r e e t 

7 . S t . P a t r i c k R. C. Church 
9511 Fourth Avenue 

8. S t . Rosal ia R. C. Church ( I t a l i a n ) 
1230 - 65 S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Beth I s r a e l of Boro Park 
5602 Eleventh Avenue 

2. She i ras I s r a e l (Conservat ive) 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
8025 Fourth Avenue 
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BOROUGH PARK-KENSINGTON 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

This r e s i d e n t i a l s ec t i on of Brooklyn has been e n t i t l e d "Borough 
Park" because i t inc ludes the th ree hea l th a reas (68, 69, 71.10) commonly 
descr ibed by t h a t name, and the term "Kensington" has been added to cover 
the h e a l t h a reas (53.10 and 70) which extend to the border of Fla tbush 
along Coney I s l and Avenue and were p a r t of "Kensington" as descr ibed by 
Ba l l on .1 / 

The neighborhood between Prospect Park and Greenwood Cemetery 
(H.A. 53.10) was once the v i l l a g e of Windsor Terrace ; t h a t name was f r e -
quent ly heard not many years ago. The small s ec t i on from Eighteenth Avenue 
to Fos te r Avenue (H.A. 70) was p a r t of the v i l l a g e of P a r k v i l l e . These 
more e a s t e r l y and nor thern sec t ions were included i n the township of 
F la tbush . To the west , the "V-shaped" area from For t Hamilton Parkway to 
New Ut rech t Avenue was known as Blythebourne f i f t y or s i x t y years ago. This 
s e c t i o n and the o t h e r wes te r ly s ec t i ons were p a r t of the o r i g i n a l township 
of New U t r e c h t . 

I n the e a r l y 1900's , much of t h i s area was more semi- ru ra l than 
suburban i n c h a r a c t e r , with one-fami ly and some two-family frame houses and 
few paved s t r e e t s . The postwar bu i ld ing boom of the 1920's brought more 
rapid development. By 1940, one- or two-family houses were s t i l l common 
but apartment houses were beginning to rep lace the o lder homes. The urban-
i z a t i o n process was hastened by the a c c e l e r a t i o n of the movement i n t o the 
area of many Jewish f a m i l i e s from o t h e r p a r t s of Brooklyn or Manhattan; th is 
movement had s t a r t e d before 1910 but the heavy i n f l u x apparent ly was i n the 
s and subsequent y ׳1920 e a r s . 

The boundaries of Borough Park-Kensington, as descr ibed i n t h i s 
r e p o r t , extend from For t Hamilton Parkway and McDonald Avenue on the west 
to Coney I s l and Avenue on the e a s t , with a shor t northern border - Terrace 
Place and Seeley S t r e e t from Greenwood Cemetery to Prospect Park Southwest. 
The i r r e g u l a r "southern" boundary s t a r t s a t For t Hamilton Parkway and 55th 
S t r e e t , fol lows 58th S t r e e t from Th i r t een th to Eighteenth Avenues and then 
runs along a n o r t h e a s t e r l y course to the j u n c t i o n of Coney I s l and and 
Fos te r Avenues. I t s gross acreage of 1,354 marks t h i s as one of the 
smal ler Brooklyn communities - seventeenth among the twenty. The parkways 
and loca l s t r e e t s deduct 562 a c r e s , leaving only 792 for o ther community 
purposes . 

1 / Brooklyn Neighborhoods, Herber t J . Bal lon, 1942. 
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Land use : I n 1955-56, the land use survey found about 37 vacan t 
a c r e s , o r 4 , 8 pe r cen t of the t o t a l of 792, No parks a r e l oca t ed w i t h i n 
the boundar ies bu t P rospec t Park extends to the bo rde r ; outdoor r e c r e a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s accounted f o r 47 a c r e s , o r 6 pe r cen t of the a v a i l a b l e a c r e a g e , 
t he p u b l i c and p r i v a t e f a c i l i t i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s - p o l i c e and f i r e 
s t a t i o n s , l i b r a r i e s , s choo l s , churches , synagogues, s e v e r a l nurs ing homes, 
and the YM & YWHA, e t c . - f o r almost 30 a c r e s , or 3 .7 p e r c e n t . 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s took 7 a c r e s , o r l e s s than one p e r c e n t , 
s ince the t r a c k s of the Bay Ridge D i v i s i o n of the Long I s l a n d R a i l r o a d run 
through the s o u t h e a s t e r n co rne r of the community f o r a sho r t d i s t a n c e . 
Commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s absorbed a l i t t l e l e s s than 57 a c r e s , 
7 . 2 p e r c e n t of the land a r e a ; r e t a i l s t o r e s and o t h e r commercial e n t e r -
p r i s e s accounted f o r 30 p e r c e n t and automobile s t o r age and s e r v i c e s f o r 33 
pe rcen t of the 57. Warehouses and l i g h t and heavy i n d u s t r i e s , i n combina-
t i o n , covered only 21 a c r e s or 37 p e r c e n t . These 57 a c r e s r e p r e s e n t 1 . 6 
p e r c e n t of the 3,480 ac res i n Brooklyn which were used f o r bus ines s a c t i v i -
t i e s ( o t h e r than t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) i n 1955-56. On t h i s s co re , the community 
ranks l a s t among the twenty. 

As noted e a r l i e r , Borough Park-Kensington i s p r i m a r i l y a community 
of homes. More than t h r e e - f o u r t h s (77 .4 pe rcen t ) of the area i s devoted to 
r e s idences - almost 614 a c r e s . Only seven communities had a l a r g e r r e s i d e n -
t i a l ac reage . But, as l a t e as 1955-56, c l o s e to 70 p e r c e n t of these a c r e s 
were covered by one- o r two-fami ly houses . I n p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y , t he com-
munity ranks e leventh on the b a s i s of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n , with an average 
of 186.3 persons pe r r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . Although the d e n s i t y i s not h igh 
i n comparison with the downtown Brooklyn a r ea s o r the no r the rn communities, 
such as Will iamsburg and Greenpoint , or the Bedford-S tuyvesan t -Brownsv i l l e 
s e c t i o n s , t h i s neighborhood i s more dense ly i n h a b i t e d than the a d j a c e n t 
communities of Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst , and F l a t b u s h - E a s t F l a t b u s h . 

Popu la t i on s i z e 

I n 1957, the community had 114,286 r e s i d e n t s , or 4 . 4 p e r c e n t of 
the Brooklyn popu la t i on , and ranked t w e l f t h i n p o p u l a t i o n s i z e among the 
twenty communities. In seven years i t had l o s t l 2 , 7 0 0 r e s i d e n t s o r 10 p e r -
cent of the 127,003 persons l i v i n g i n the area i n 1950. The p o p u l a t i o n i n 
the th ree h e a l t h a reas (68 , 69 and 71.10) c a l l e d Borough Park decreased 
from 70,877 to 62,936, a l o s s of 7,900 o r a l i t t l e over 11 p e r c e n t , whi le 
the Kensington a reas (53.10 and 70) showed a decrease of 4,800 pe r sons o r 
8 . 5 p e r c e n t from 56,126 to 51,350. 

The popu la t i on expansion which began i n the 1920 's brought the 
1930 popu la t ion to 111,428; the movement i n t o the area cont inued dur ing the 
decade of the t h i r t i e s when over 13,300 a d d i t i o n a l r e s i d e n t s brought t h e 
1940 popu la t ion to 124,781. Growth was slow dur ing the next t e n yea r s 
when only 2,200 were added but the cumulat ive r i s e between 1930 and 1950 
amounted to 14 p e r c e n t , With the subsequent dec rease i n the 1950 ' s , the 
1957 popu la t i on was only 2 ,860, o r 2 .6 percent• above־ the 1930 f i g u r e . 
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Apparent ly only the replacement of the one- and two-family homes 
by l a r g e apartment b u i l d i n g s would permi t any s i z a b l e popu la t ion growth. 
Borough Park-Kensington ranked t w e l f t h i n popu la t ion s i z e in 1930 and 1940, 
rose to e leventh p l ace i n 1950 but dropped to t w e l f t h again i n 1957. 

C u l t u r a l groups 

The Borough Park a reas have been h e a v i l y Jewish with an admixture 
of I t a l i an -Amer i cans i n r ecen t decades and both groups a l so a re wel l r e p r e -
sented i n the Kensington a r e a s . The white popu l a t i on , t h e r e f o r e , has been 
and cont inues to be predominant. 

1950 Census; As the next t a b u l a t i o n r e v e a l s na t ives born i n the 
Con t inen ta l United S t a t e s formed almost 72 pe rcen t of the 1950 popu la t i on , 
with fo re ign -bo rn whi tes account ing f o r 28 p e r c e n t . The th ree minor i ty 
groups - Puer to Ricans , Negroes and nonwhites from the Asian c o u n t r i e s -
were t r u l y small m i n o r i t i e s . 

Popu la t ion of Borough Park-Kensington, by c u l t u r a l group; 1950 
Percen t 

C u l t u r a l group Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 127.003 100.0 
Con t inen ta l na t ive whi te 90,890 71.6 
Fore ign-born white 35,549 28.0 
Puer to Rican 216 0 . 2 
Negro 248 0 . 2 
Other nonwhite races 100 0 . 1 

The l ead ing n a t i o n a l i t y groups among the fo re ign-born whi tes i n 
1950 were the Russ ian - 31 .3 pe rcen t - and the I t a l i a n - 20 pe rcen t - of the 
t o t a l . But those born i n Poland c o n s t i t u t e d 15.7 pe rcen t ! the t o t a l of those of 
Russ ian , P o l i s h , A u s t r i a n , Hungarian, German, and Rumanian b i r t h amounted 
to t w o - t h i r d s of the fo r e ign born. Many of the Russ ians and Eas t Europeans 
presumably were Jewish . The a n a l y s i s by cemetery of b u r i a l of death c e r t i -
f i c a t e s i s sued dur ing 1954 f o r white a d u l t s 25 years of age or o l d e r who 
had l i v e d i n these h e a l t h a reas sugges t s t h a t about t h r e e - f i f t h s of the 
whi te r e s i d e n t s were Jewish - suppor t ing the assumption based on the country 
of b i r t h of the f o r e i g n born. 

1957 Census; The t e n pe r cen t decrease from 1950 to 1957 appa ren t l y 
reduced the white popu la t ion by about 12,900, i f the number of Puer to Rican 
r e s i d e n t s be es t imated a t 450. The nonwhite groups smal l , in !1950 were even 
sma l l e r i n 1957. The fol lowing da ta from the Census of 1957, of course , do 
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not provide i n fo rma t ion on the number of persons of Puer to Rican o r i g i n i n 
these communities. 

Popu la t ion of Borough Park-Kensington, by co lo r ; 1957 
Pe rcen t 

Color Number of t o t a l 

A l l c l a s s e s 114.286 100.0 

White 113,983 99 .7 
Negro 205 0 . 2 
Other nonwhite r aces 98 0 . 1 

The e s t ima te used f o r Puer to Rican r e s i d e n t s based on the school 
s t a t i s t i c s may not be p a r t i c u l a r l y a c c u r a t e ; t he e leven p u b l i c schools a re 
u n i t s of f i v e d i f f e r e n t school d i s t r i c t s and more than the usua l a l lowance 
must be made f o r the c ros s ing of the r a t h e r a r t i f i c i a l l i n e s s e p a r a t i n g 
Borough Park-Kensington from the cont iguous communities. The school f i g u r e s 
i n combination with the b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s sugges t a moderate r i s e i n the 
Pue r to Rican group - p o s s i b l y to 350 or 450. The maximum e s t i m a t e , i f 
v a l i d , i n d i c a t e s t h i s s l i g h t r ead jus tmen t of the e thn ic d i s t r i b u t i o n r e -
vealed by the 1957 Census: the Puer to Ricans would be only 0 . 4 p e r c e n t of 
the t o t a l , a l l o t h e r whi tes 99 .3 pe r cen t and nonwhites 0 . 3 p e r c e n t . 

The continued presence of a l a r g e Jewish popu la t i on i s i n d i c a t e d 
by the l o c a t i o n w i th in the area of 23 synagogues and 9 Jewish p a r o c h i a l 
schoo ls . Most of the 14 P r o t e s t a n t churches a r e i n the Kensington s e c t i o n 
and two of the t h r e e Ca tho l i c p a r i s h churches a r e near the borders of 
Sunset Park and Bay Ridge, with the t h i r d i n the Kensington s e c t i o n near 
F l a t b u s h . 

B i r t h s t a t i s t i c s : The 2,028 b i r t h s to r e s i d e n t s of t h i s community 
i n 1952 inc luded 16 to nonwhite mothers ( 0 . 8 pe r cen t ) and 5 to mothers of 
Puer to Rican b i r t h , o r 0 . 2 p e r c e n t . I n 1957, 26 c h i l d r e n were born to 
Puer to Rican mothers and 22 to nonwhite mothers ; these groups formed 1 .2 
and 1 .0 pe r cen t of the 2,127 b i r t h s . But 1958 brought no i n d i c a t i o n of 
continued growth i n the nonwhite and Puer to R32can groups; b i r t h s to these 
groups - 19 and 15 r e s p e c t i v e l y - were on ly 1 .0 and 0 . 8 p e r c e n t of the 

1,943 b i r t h s occur r ing i n t h a t y e a r . 

School d a t a : The e leven p u b l i c schools - e lementary and j u n i o r 
h igh - l oca t ed w i t h i n the community had a t o t a l enrolment of 10,898 c h i l -
dren i n September 1957; 44 were Negro and 62 Pue r to Rican, 0 . 4 and 0 . 6 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . The October 1958 enrolment of 10,750 inc luded 58 
Negro and 96 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n , 0 . 5 and 0 . 9 p e r c e n t . 

About 2,100 c h i l d r e n were e n r o l l e d i n t h e two C a t h o l i c schoo ls 
i n October 1958 but only 2 of the c h i l d r e n were from Spanish-speak ing 
f a m i l i e s according to the s p e c i a l census taken by the Diocesan school 
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a u t h o r i t i e s i n June 1959. Complete data a re not a v a i l a b l e f o r the 9 Jewish 
schoo l s ; the 6 which were u t i l i z i n g the School Heal th Serv ices i n October 
1958 had about 2,600 s t u d e n t s . 

Age groups 

This i s not a p a r t i c u l a r l y you th fu l community; 36.7 pe r cen t of 
the 1957 r e s i d e n t s were 45 y e a r s o ld o r o lde r and c lose to t h r e e - f i f t h s 
(58 .7 pe rcen t ) were 30 years o ld or o l d e r . Only four communities had "o lder" 
p o p u l a t i o n s , t h a t i s , from 59.0 to 61.7 pe rcen t of t h e i r popu la t ions i n the 30 
o r over age ca tegory ; these were Crown Heigh t s , Bay Ridge, F la tbush-Eas t 
F l a t b u s h , and Coney I s l a n d . Compared with the age d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r Brooklyn 
as a whole, Borough Park-Kensington had about the same p ropor t ion of i t s pop-
u l a t i o n i n the 30-44 year group, but the 27 pe rcen t 45-64 years of age and 9 .7 
p e r c e n t 65 years of age and over exceeded the borough-wide p ropo r t i ons of 
24 .1 and 8 . 9 . 

Conversely , of course , the c h i l d r e n and youth under 20 yea r s of age 
formed a smal le r p r o p o r t i o n of a l l r e s i d e n t s i n t h i s area than they did i n 
most communities or in Brooklyn as a whole; t h i s percentage ( 2 8 . 7 ) , compared 
with the Brooklyn f i g u r e of 31, ranks Borough Park-Kensington as s i x t e e n t h 
on t h i s s co re . The young people i n t h e i r twent ies - 12.5 pe rcen t of the 
t o t a l - a l s o formed a smal le r share than the borough-wide 13.7 p e r c e n t . 

Popu la t ion of Borough Park^Kensihqton, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t Pe rcen t Pe rcen t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 127.003 100.0 114,286 100.0 - 1 0 . 0 

Under 6 years 12,784 10.1 10,505 9 .2 - 1 7 . 8 • 
6-13 years 13,898 10.9 13,757 12.0 - 1 .0 
14-19 years 9 ,505 7 . 5 8,625 7 . 5 - 9 . 3 
20-24 yea r s 9 ,324 7 . 3 6,541 5.7 - 2 9 . 8 
25-29 yea r s 9 ,595 7 . 6 7,757 6 .8 - 1 9 . 2 
30-44 yea r s 32,391 25 .5 25,144 22.0 - 2 2 . 4 
45-64 years 30,237 23.8 30,847 27.0 2 .0 
65 yea r s and over 9,269 7 . 3 11,110 9 .7 19.9 

The decreases from 1950 to 1957 i n the number of c h i l d r e n under 6 
and youth 14-19 yea r s of age were sharp i n comparison with the borough de-
c r e a s e s of 4 .6 and 2 .0 p e r c e n t . Furthermore, a small r educ t ion was r e g i s -
t e r e d i n the 6-13 year group, whereas the borough and most communities ex-
per ienced i n c r e a s e s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , the r i s e i n e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s was 
almost 20 pe rcen t and the only o t h e r age group to show an i nc rea se was the 
middle-aged. 
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The changes in the age groups seem to imply t h a t the out -migra-
t i o n between 1950 and 1957 was l a r g e l y among the young a d u l t s and the 
younger f a m i l i e s from 20 through 44 yea r s of age. Low b i r t h r a t e s in the 
depress ion years , of course, are p a r t l y respons ib le f o r the abso lu t e and 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e decreases among those i n t h e i r twen t i e s . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : The r a t i o of males to females f o r r e s i d e n t s 
of a l l ages was s l i g h t l y h igher than f o r Brooklyn as a whole but the h igher 
r a t i o s were confined to the ch i l d r en under 6, the t een -age r s , those 25-29 
years old and those 45 years old or o l d e r ; the d i f f e r e n c e from the borough 
"s tandard" was notab le fo r^ the youngest and the o l d e s t groups.Zl 

Popula t ion of׳Borough Park-Kensington, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per Males per 

Aqe qroup Male Female 100 females Male Female 100 femal 

Al l ages 62,007 64.996 95.4 55,819 58,467 95.5 

Under 6 years 6,495 6,289 103.3 5,534 4,971 111.3 
6-13 years 7,159 6,739 106.2 6,978 6,779 102.9 
14-19 years 4,707 4,798 98.1 4,363 4,262 102.4 
20-24 years 4,573 4,751 96 .3 3,037 3,504 86.7 
25-29 years 4,588 5,007 91.6 3,844 3,913 98.2 
30-44 years 14,920 17,471 85 .4 11,472 13,672 83.9 
45-64 years 15,033 15,204 98.9 15,174 15,673 96.8 
65 years and over 4,532 4,737 95.7 5,417 5,693 95.2 

Other popula t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

To what ex t en t did the l o s s of some 12,700 r e s i d e n t s a l t e r the 
socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s revealed by the 1950 Census of Popula t ion? I f 
the migra t ion was confined c h i e f l y to persons i n t h e i r twent ies and t h i r t i e s 
who .had not reached t h e i r maximum earning power, the economic s t a t u s in r e -
l a t i o n to o the r communities might be about the same. But the more prosperous 
f a m i l i e s inc luding those with more formal schooling may be the group which 
has moved to o the r sec t ions of Brooklyn, Queens, Westches ter , Nassau, or 
elsewhere. In any event , the few se l ec t ed f a c t s from the 1950 Census p r e -
sented here provide a background f o r specu la t ion on the socio-economic 
e f f e c t of the changes i n popula t ion s i z e and age d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Economic s t a t u s : Measured by the median income of f a m i l i e s in 1949 
t h i s community in general was above the borough average economical ly . Only 
in Heal th Area 69 (from 36th to 44th and 46th S t r e e t s , between F t . Hamilton 
P arkway and S ix teen th Avenue) was the median family income of $3,401 below 
the borough-wide median of $3,447. The Windsor Terrace s e c t i o n between 
Prospec t Park and Greenwood Cemetery (H.A. 53.10) bad the h i g h e s t median -
$4,049. Elsewhere, the medians were $3,939 i n Health Area 71.10, 
$ 3,951 i n Health Area 70 and $3,977 i n Health Area 68. 

2 / Three p r o p r i e t a r y nursing homes are loca ted in t h i s community but t h e i r 
combined capac i ty i s only 168. 
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The few persons 14 years o ld o r o lde r not l i v i n g i n family groups, 
on the o the r hand, had incomes below the Brooklyn l e v e l of $1,280 i n Heal th 
Areas 69 and 53.10'׳ where the medians were $1,031 and $1,250; i n Heal th Areas 
70 and 68, the median6 0f $1,324 and $1,338 were above the borough l e v e l . No 
median could be computed f o r the 235 u n r e l a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s l i v i n g i n Heal th 
Area 71 .10 . 

Educat ional l e v e l ; Only i n the s e c t i o n with the lowest family 
income did the median school years completed f a l l below the Brooklyn median 
f o r whi te a d u l t s of .25 yea r s of age o r o l d e r - 8 .9 yea r s ; t h a t s e c t i o n 
(H.A. 69) had a median of 8 . 6 y e a r s . The median f o r Heal th Area 71.10 was 
9 . 3 yea r s but elsewhere a d u l t s on the average had completed from 10.0 to 
10.7 years of formal schoo l ing . 

Family groups: This was d e f i n i t e l y a fami ly community i n 1950. 
Among the 127,000 r e s i d e n t s i n 1950, about 3,800 l i v e d alone or with persons 
not r e l a t i v e s and 165 were inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s . Only 372 persons l ived 
i n rooming houses or as employees i n the l i v i n g q u a r t e r s of an i n s t i t u t i o n . 
Most of the f a m i l i e s were "complete" i n t h a t they inc luded a married couple , 
Only 2,270 f a m i l i e s or 6 .5 pe rcen t of the t o t a l 35,080 were composed of 
groups of r e l a t i v e s which did not i nc lude a husband and w i f e . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e : The i n e x a c t measurement a f f o r d e d by a compari-
son of the p r o p o r t i o n of the borough 's popu la t ion l i v i n g i n the community 
i n 1957 ( 4 . 4 percen t ) with the p r o p o r t i o n of Brooklyn 's March 1959 p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e caseload ( 1 . 3 pe rcen t ) i n t h i s community sugges ts t h a t f i n a n c i a l 
dependency i s r e l a t i v e l y unimpor tan t . Of the 575 cases r ece iv ing checks on 
March 2, only 26 were persons or f a m i l i e s 0'n home r e l i e f and 87 were f a m i l i e s 
on ADC. Ev iden t ly , most "cases" were i n d i v i d u a l s r e ce iv ing o ld-age or 
b l ind a s s i s t a n c e or a id to the d i s a b l e d . 

Heal th i n d i c e s : I n none of the hea l t h a reas which compose Borough 
Park-Kensington was the i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e i n 1957 as high as the 
Brooklyn r a t e of 25 .2 dea ths per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s . Two h e a l t h a reas (69 
and 70) had low r a t e s of 10.0 and 15.5; elsewhere the r a t e s va r i ed from 
18,6 to 24 .8 . 

Venereal d i s e a s e s a l so had a low inc idence . The cases newly 
r epor t ed dur ing 1957 per 100,000 popu l a t i on i n 1957 ranged from 24 .1 to 
75 .1 i n c o n t r a s t to the Brooklyn r a t e of 308.4 . Tubercu los i s p reva lence 
r a t e s , based on a c t i v e cases on the r e g i s t e r of the Department of Heal th 
on December 31 of 1956 and 1958 per 1,000 of the 1957 popu l a t i on , were 
a l so very low - 0 .49 and 0 .39 compared to the borough' r a t e s of 1.20 and 
0 .98 per 1 ,000. 
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Delinquency r a t e s 

The 1951 del inquency r a t e computed by the Youth Board, based on 
j u v e n i l e cases known to o f f i c i a l agenc ies r e l a t e d to the popu l a t i on 6-20 
years o ld i n 1950, was 14.7 pe r 1,000 f o r Brooklyn as a whole. The 1957 
and 1958 Brooklyn r a t e s , based on the o f f e n s e s i n those years and the 1957 
popu la t i on of the a p p r o p r i a t e ages , were 33 .4 and 41 .2 pe r 1,000. In a l l 
t h r e e y e a r s , Borough Park-Kensington r a t e s were no tab ly lower: The range 
i n 1951 was from 4 .4 to 9 . 4 ; the range i n 1957 was from 13.9 to 23 .3 and 
i n 1958 from 13.1 to 26 .0 . The community r a t e s f o r the l a t e r years a re 
app rec i ab ly h ighe r than i n 1951 but wel l below the gene ra l borough l e v e l . 

Housing 

The count of dwel l ing u n i t s made dur ing 1957-58 f o r the C i t y 
Planning Department found 37,941 dwel l ing u n i t s , a net i n c r e a s e of 1,116 
compared with the 1950 Census f i g u r e of 36,825, Desp i t e the demol i t i on of 
120 u n i t s f o r the Prospec t Expressway (H.A. 53.10) and 48 f o r a new school 
(H.A. 70) most of the u n i t s (835) were added i n these Kensington a r e a s , 
with ano ther 273 added between 46th and 58th S t r e e t s (H.A. 68 and 7 1 . 1 0 ) . 

This i s r a t h e r s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the 10 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n i n 
the popu l a t i on f o r about the same pe r iod and the f a c t t h a t no p u b l i c 
housing has been e r e c t e d . Some of the 1957-58 u n i t s may not have been com-
p l e t e d and occupied i n A p r i l 1957. Other p o s s i b l e exp l ana t i ons a re t h a t 
the newer u n i t s a re small apar tments which rep laced one- or two-fami ly 
houses or r e p r e s e n t convers ions of such homes and t h a t the average s i z e of 
the household has decreased f o r t h i s r eason . The household s i z e may a l s o 
have been reduced by the marr iage o r d e p a r t u r e f o r o t h e r reasons of the 
young a d u l t s , w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s remaining i n the same q u a r t e r s . The 
average household s i z e i n 1950 was 3 . 4 , 

The land use survey i n d i c a t e s t h a t , as l a t e as 1955-56, one- and 
two-family houses s t i l l absorbed over t w o - t h i r d s (68 .7 pe rcen t ) of the 614 
r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s . The detached one - fami ly homes covered 62.4 ac r e s and 
the row type 52 .7 , with the t o t a l being 18.8 pe r cen t of the land devoted 
to homes. A l i t t l e over 306 ac r e s - 49 .9 pe r cen t of the t o t a l - were 
u t i l i z e d f o r two-family homes. The m u l t i - f a m i l y u n i t s of the o l d e r walk-
up type accounted f o r 147.6 ac r e s (24 pe rcen t ) and the e l e v a t o r - e q u i p p e d 
apartment houses f o r 44 .5 a c r e s , only 7 . 3 pe r cen t of the l and . Since 968 
of the 1,116 dwell ing u n i t s added between 1950 and 1957-58 were inc luded 
i n the count made i n 1955-56, the land use a n a l y s i s by type should d e s c r i b e 
most of the new housing. 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: Obviously , some al lowance must be made 
f o r m o d i f i c a t i o n of the housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s desc r ibed by the Census of 
1950. But the new housing i s a r e l a t i v e l y small p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l i n 
e x i s t e n c e . In 1950, 36,439 of the 36,825 homes were occupied; 23 p e r c e n t 
were occupied by t h e i r owners. One- and two-family homes provided 35.6 
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pe rcen t of the dwel l ing u n i t s . The u n i t s c l a s s i f i e d as overcrowded c o n s t i -
t u t e d only 3 pe r cen t and those considered to be substandard only 2 .2 pe rcen t 
of a l l homes i n u s e . 

P u b l i c housing{ No p u b l i c housing p r o j e c t s have been e rec ted i n 
t h i s community and none i s c u r r e n t l y planned. 
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SECTION II SBLBCTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITŶ  

Day tyurseries. Kindergartens and Nursery Schools 

None 

Group Work and Recreation Services 

1. Brooklyn Public Library 
The branch l ibraries conduct special programs for both adults 
and children either occasionally or on a regular weekly or 
monthly basis. Only regularly scheduled programs in the 
1958-1959 year are l i s ted. 

Borough Park Branch 
1265 - 43 Street 

2. Education, Board of , City of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

After-school Centers serve children of elementary and junior 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days. 
Act iv i t ies include painting, dramatics, woodworking, music, 
crafts , singing, dancing, quiet games, sports, trips and 
special events. 

Evening Community Centers serve teenagers and adults from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
specif ied. Program consists of social ac t iv i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group ac t iv i t i e s , and a variety of athlet ic , 
a r t i s t i c and cultural ac t iv i t i e s . 

Full-time Community Centers: Centers operating in partnership 
with the New York City Youth Board as well as a few others, 
are on a full-time twelve-month basis . They provide services 
similar to those described in the two programs above, except 
for more emphasis on small group ac t iv i t i e s and on guidance 
and referral services. These centers accept children from 
the Youth Board Referral Units and community agencies and 
also by direct application. 

P.S. 103: Evening Community Center, After-school Center 
5307 Fourteenth Avenue 

Evening center open Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 

1/ Includes specified services located in this community, although 
service i s not necessarily limited to residents of the area and 
residents may be served by agencies, especial ly c l in i c s , located 
elsewhere. 
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P.S. 130: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
70 Ocean Parkway 

P.S. 131: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - schoo l Center 
4305 For t Hamilton Parkway 

Evening center open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

P .S . 164: Evening Community Center 
Fourteenth Avenue and 42 S t r e e t 

Open Monday and Wednesday evenings, 

P .S. 179: Af t e r - s choo l Center 
202-230 Avenue C 

P.S . 180: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
S ix teen th Avenue and 57 S t r e e t 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

P .S. 192: Evening Community Center , Af t e r - s choo l Center 
4715 Eighteenth Avenue (47 and 48 S t r e e t s ) 

Evening cen te r open Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday. 
J .H .S . 223: Evening Community Cen t e r , ^ /Af t e r - s choo l Center 
4200 S ix teen th Avenue 

Evening center open Monday through Thursday and Saturday. 

P .S. 230: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1 Albemarle Road 

Evening center open Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday. 

3 . Golden Ring Club No. 3 (Sponsored by Council of the Golden 
Ring Clubs) 1377 - 4 2 . S t r e e t (Labor Lyceum) 

Recrea t ion program fo r men and women of re t i rement agej 
nonsec ta r i an ; English and Yiddish are spoken. Meets 
Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

4 . Ocean Parkway Jewish Center 
550 Ocean Parkway 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, 8 club rooms, 2 audi tor iums, swimming 
pool , l i b r a r y , s o c i a l and lounge rooms. Recrea t iona l program 
c o n s i s t s of adu l t and youth c lubs , scou ts , dramat ics , music, 
dance, a r t s and c r a f t s , phys ica l educat ion, adu l t forums, 
adu l t educat ion, summer day camp. Youth program i s non-
s e c t a r i a n . 
Golden Age Club: Recreat ion program fo r Jewish men and women 
50 years of age and over from Flatbush and Borough Park. 
Program includes s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , a r t s and c r a f t s , d i s -
cussion groups, music and dancing. Meets Wednesday and 
Thursday from 12 noon to 4:00 p.m. Closed Ju ly and August, 

2/' I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s center provides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

5. Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New York^/ 

Ocean Parkway 
From Park C i r c l e to Coney I s l a n d 

B r i d l e p a t h , b i c y c l e path ( 5 . 5 mi les ) 

Playground 
Dah i l l Road and 38 S t r e e t 

Two b a s k e t b a l l , 2 handba l l , 3 paddle t e n n i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s ; i c e and r o l l e r ska t ing a r e a s , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , p l a y -
ground with wading poo l . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Prospec t and Greenwood Avenues, F o r t Hamilton Parkway 

(Temporar i ly c losed f o r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ) . 

6 . Rugby-East Fla tbush Boys' Club 
549 Church Avenue 

The c lub house a t the above address i s a ren ted s t o r e . The 
Club has permiss ion to use the Samuel T i lden High S c h o o l ' s 
( i n Fla tbush) f a c i l i t i e s on weekends f o r b a s k e t b a l l , badminton, 
t a b l e t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l , r o l l e r s k a t i n g , swimming and 
danc ing . 
Members a re boys 11 to 17 yea r s of age . The weekend hours 
a r e from noon to 5?00 p.m. Sa turdays and Sundays. Opera tes 
wi th a pa id s t a f f , 

7 . Young I s r a e l of Borough Park 
1363 - 50 S t r e e t 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 yea r s of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
i n c l u d i n g c lubs , s c o u t s , e t c . Sa turday a f t e r n o o n s t o r y -
t e l l i n g and s ing ing f o r c h i l d r e n under s i x y e a r s . 

8 . Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew A s s o c i a t i o n of Borough Park 
4912 Four teen th Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, poo l , game room, aud i to r ium, 11 c lub 
rooms, outdoor handba l l c o u r t s , r ead ing room, scou t room, 
a r t s and c r a f t s room, youth lounge and a d u l t lounge . 
A c t i v i t i e s : Dramat ics , a r t s and c r a f t s , a d u l t and youth c l u b s , 
v o c a t i o n a l guidance, a d u l t forum, a d u l t educa t ion , swimming, 
gym, a r t c l a s s e s , ceramics , music schoo l , dancing schoo l , 
s cou t i ng , summer day camping. 

3 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a r g e and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool o r a shower Spray and a comfort s t a t i o n , 



continued Group Work and Recreation Services -

Young Men's and Young Women's Hebrew Assoc ia t ion - continued 

L i f e Begins a t S ix ty Club - f o r men and women over 60 from 
the Borough Park a r e a j Engl ish and Yiddish a re spoken. 
Meets Wednesdays from 12:30 to 5:30 p .m. , c losed J u l y and 
August. Program c o n s i s t s of games, movies and mus ica l s , 
handwork, p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , group s ing ing , d i s c u s s i o n s , 
s e r v i c e p r o j e c t s . A l l a d u l t a c t i v i t i e s of the "Y" a re 
a v a i l a b l e . 

Other vo lun ta ry agenc ies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo ls , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c churches 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary 
from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t i n s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Se rv ices 

None 

Mental Heal th Serv ices 

None 

Other C l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l ^ / c l i n i c s 

None 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fol lowing schools : 
P .S . 131, 4305 F o r t Hamilton Parkway (between 43 and 44 S t r e e t s ) 
P .S . 180, 16 Avenue and 57 S t r e e t 

4 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s contained i n the I n t r o -
duc t ion . None of these h o s p i t a l s i s l oca t ed i n t h i s community. 
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Borough Park-Kensington 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family S e r v i c e , Chi ld Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i ty of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and Sixth Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t rea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Hal l Welfare Center 
330 J a y S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e fo r f a m i l i e s wi th c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

5 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca t ed w i t h i n the a r e a . 

6 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e 
se rv ing the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the I n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

Ap FUBIIC SCHOOLS 

1» Junior High School 62 
Cortelyou Road between E. 7 and E. 8 Streets 

2. Public School 103 
5307 lU Avenue 

3. Public School 130 
70 Ocean Parkway 

14. Public School 131 
14305 Ft־ Hamilton Parkway 

5• Public School 160 
5105 Fto Hamilton Parkway 

6. Public School 1614 
114 Avenue and 142 Street 

7• Public School 179 
202-30 Avenue C 

8. Public School 180 
16 Avenue and 57 Street 

9• Public School 192 
14715 18 Avenue 

10. Junior High School 223 
14200 16 Avenue 

11, Public School 230 
1 Albemarle Road 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish School 
155 E, Second Street 

2, St . Rose of lima Parish School 
Boys' Departments 270 Newkirk Avenue 
Girls' Department: 259 Parkville Avenue 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - c o n t i n u e d 

Jewish 

1• Beth Jacob of Boro Park 
11413 145 Street 

2« Bialik School 
500 Church Avenue 

30 Hebrew Institute of Boro Park 
5000-12 13 Avenue 

Shulamith School for Girls 
1353-63 50 Street 

 Ye shiva and Me sivtha Be'er Shimiel ״5
141*07 12 Avenue 

6. Yeshivah Torath Emeth 
1315 143 Street 

7• Yeshivak Torath Emeth (Annex) 
53 Street and 16 Avenue 

8. Yeshivah Torath Emeth (Annex) 
148 Street and 15 Avenue 

9• Yesode Hatorah 
143014 114 Avenue 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. F a i t h B a p t i s t Tabernac le 
17 Eas t Seventh S t r e e t 

2. P rospec t Park B a p t i s t Church 
400 Avenue C 

Lutheran 

3. Ascension United Lutheran Church 
1274 - 51 S t r e e t 

4. S t . Mark Evange l ica l Lutheran Church (UL) 
42 Eas t 5 S t r e e t 

5. T r i n i t y Lutheran Church of Fla tbush (MO) 
18th Avenue and Eas t Eighth S t r e e t 

Methodis t 

6. Ocean Parkway Methodis t Church 
Ocean Parkway and F o s t e r Avenue 

7 . Windsor Terrace Methodis t Church 
Eas t Third and Vande rb i l t S t r e e t s 

Other 

8 . Bethlehem Evange l ica l and Reformed Church 
Corte lyou Road and Eas t Seventh S t r e e t 

9 . Beverly P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
Corner Beverly Road and Eas t Eighth S t r e e t 

10. Edgewood Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
53 S t r e e t and Four teen th Avenue 

11. F i f t h Church of C h r i s t , S c i e n t i s t 
4419 - 12 Avenue 

12. Gospel Messenger Miss ions , I n c . (Gospel Missions) 
415 Eas t 3 S t r e e t 

13. Holy Apos t les P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
622 Greenwood Avenue 

P a r k v i l l e Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n Church 
Eigh teen th Avenue a t Eas t F i f t h S t r e e t 

1 4 . 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Holy Ghost R. C. Church 
1712 - 45 S t r e e t 

2 . Immaculate Heart of Mary R. C. Church 
2805 F t . Hamilton Parkway 

3. S t . Cather ine of Alexandria R. C. Church 
1119 - 41 S t r e e t 

4 . S t . Rose of Lima R. C, Church 
269 P a r k v i l l e Avenue 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Agudath Sholom (Orthodox) 
3716-22 - 18 Avenue 

2. Congregation Ahavath Achim (Orthodox) 
549 East Second S t r e e t 

3. Congregation Ate re th Zvi 
1449 - 50 S t r e e t 

4 . Borough Park P rogress ive Synagogue (Reformed) 
1515 - 46 S t r e e t 

5. Chevra Linath Hazedek 
109 Clara S t r e e t 

6 . Chevra Shomre Shabath Anshei Sfard 
53 S t r e e t and 13 Avenue 

7 . Congregation Chofetz Chaim 
5413 - 18 Avenue 

8 . F i r s t Congregation Anshe Sfa rd of Borough Park (Orthodox) 
4502 - 14 Avenue 

9 . Fla tbush Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
500 Church Avenue 

10. Hebrew י Community of Boro Park 
1321 - 42 S t r e e t 

11. Hebrew I n s t i t u t e of Boro Park (Orthodox) 
5000 - 13 Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

12. Kesser I s r a e l Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
1769 - 56 S t r e e t 

13. Congregat ion Machzike Talmud Torah 
4622 - 14 Avenue 

14. Congregat ion Mergas Chas ide i Amsheno 
1475 - 53 S t r e e t 

15. Ocean Parkway Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
550 Ocean Parkway 

16. Congregat ion Ohel Avraham Mishkan Joseph (Orthodox) 
4907 - 18 Avenue 

17. Congregat ion Shomrei Emunah (Orthodox) 
5202 - 14 Avenue 

18. Congregat ion Shomrei Shabbos Anshei Novograd 
1420 - 50 S t r e e t 

19. Sons of Judah, Congregat ion and Hebrew School (Orthodox) 
5311 S ix t een th Avenue 

20. Temple Beth-El of Boro Park 
4802 - 15 Avenue 

21. Temple Emanuel of Boro Park (Conservat ive) 
4904 - 14 Avenue 

22. Young I s r a e l Synagogue of Boro Park (Orthodox) 
1349 - 50 S t r e e t 

23. Congregat ion of Zackary and Moses Family C i r c l e (Orthodox) 
5407 - 15 Avenue 



105 

BENSONHURST 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

This r e s i d e n t i a l community developed r a p i d l y dur ing the b u i l d i n g 
boom of the 1920 's i n common with the o t h e r southwest Brooklyn neighborhoods. 
Half o r more than h a l f of the housing was cons t ruc t ed a f t e r 1920. As de-
f ined i n t h i s r e p o r t , Bensonhurst i s one of the l a r g e r Brooklyn communities 
i n land area as wel l as i n popu l a t i on . I t i nc ludes these seven h e a l t h 
a r e a s : 71 .20 , 81 .10 , 81 .20 , 82, 83, 84 and 85 .21 . 

The i r r e g u l a r boundary which d i v i d e s Bensonhurst from Borough 
Park-Kensington on the n o r t h e a s t runs from New Ut rech t Avenue ac ros s 58th 
S t r e e t , th4n 55th S t r e e t and then along Nine teen th and E igh teen th Avenues, 
Ocean Parkway and Avenue H to Coney I s l a n d Avenue. The l a t t e r forms the 
e a s t e r n boundary to Avenue Nj the l i n e then fo l lows Avenue P westward to 
Bay Parkway, where i t t u r n s south on Twenty- th i rd Avenue t o Cropsey Avenue 
and then fo l lows Twenty-four th Avenue to Gravesend Bay, the southwest b o r d e r . 
The l i n e of s e p a r a t i o n from Bay Ridge runs along Bay 8th S t r e e t and then 
Four teenth and New Ut rech t Avenues to 58th S t r e e t . 

This community was named "Bensonhurst" i n t h i s r e p o r t because so 
l a r g e a p o r t i o n of the area i s the s e c t i o n to which t h a t t i t l e i s commonly 
a t t r i b u t e d . ! / The name "Bensonhurst" was app l i ed o r i g i n a l l y to a r e a l e s -
t a t e development of a "model community" on the s i t e of the Char le s Benson 
farm between Twentieth and T w e n t y - f i r s t Avenues. I n the 1890 ' s and e a r l i e r , 
much of t h i s area was wi th in the township of New Ut rech t but t h e e a s t e r l y 
p o r t i o n was i n the township of Gravesend. 

The o ld v i l l a g e of New Ut rech t cen te red about the j u n c t i o n of New 
Ut rech t and Eigh teen th Avenues. Corne l l s van Werckhoven, a member of the 
Dutch West Ind i a Company, s e t t l e d Dutch c o l o n i s t s on the land i n 1652 to 
f o r e s t a l l the Engl ish who were claiming Dutch pos se s s ions on Long I s l a n d . 
He named the v i l l a g e f o r h i s home town״; Utrech ' t , Hol land . The New ^ t r e c h t 
Reformed Church a t E igh teen th Avenue and 83rd S t r e e t was founded i n 1677. 
The p r e s e n t bu i ld ing was e r e c t e d i n 1828 with s tone from the e a r l i e r church, 
b u i l t about 1700. The Van P e l t Manor House a t E igh teen th Avenue and 82nd 
S t r e e t da t e s from 1686 though the stone p a r t i s be l i eved to have been p a r t 
of an e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e . This house, now used by the Parks Department, was 
headquar t e r s dur ing the Revolut ion f o r Lord Howe a t c e r t a i n t imes and f o r 
General Washington a t o t h e r s . Along the shore below Cropsey Avenue i s t he 
d i s t r i c t former ly known as Bath Beach, a f a s h i o n a b l e summer r e s o r t dur ing 
,the n ine t een th cen tu ry . The s e c t i o n below o r southwest of Washington 
Cemetery has sometimes been known as Mapleton. 

1/ The Bal lon s tudy of 1942 (Brooklyn Neighborhoods) and the r e c e n t s tudy by 
the P r o t e s t a n t Council (Four Communities i n Southwest Brooklyn) both c a l l e d 
H. A. 81.20, 82, 83, 84 and 85.21 Bensonhurs t . Bal lon a l s o inc luded p a r t s 
of H.A. 78 .20 , 79, 80 .10 , 80.20, 81.10 and 85 .10 . The P r o t e s t a n t Counci l 
a l so inc luded t h r e e h e a l t h a r ea s - 79 .20 , 80.10 and 80.20 - a s s igned to 
Bay Ridge i n t h i s r e p o r t . 
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With a g ross land area of 2,515 a c r e s , Bensonhurst ranks f i f t h 
among the communities i n t h i s r e s p e c t , outranked only by the l a r g e , c u r r e n t l y 
growing Midwood-Flatlands s e c t i o n and by Eas t New York, F l a tbush -
Eas t F la tbush , and Bay Ridge. About 975 ac res were taken up by parkways 
and l o c a l s t r e e t s a t the time of the land use survey i n 1955-56. This l e f t 
1,540 ac res f o r a l l o the r community purposes . 

Land use ; At the time of the survey, almost 98 a c r e s , o r 6 . 3 p e r -
cent of the net acreage - 1,540-י were vacan t . Bensonhurst and Gravesend 
Pa rks , the park land along the Shore Parkway and Ocean Parkway and outdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s account f o r 136 ac res - 8 .8 pe rcen t of the community 
space . Washington Cemetery, which extends from Nineteenth Avenue to Ocean 
Parkway near the j u n c t i o n of Bay Parkway and McDonald Avenue, i s r e spons ib l e 
f o r a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of the 95 ac res ( 6 . 2 p e r c e n t of the net acreage) 
devoted to t h i s and o the r pub l i c and vo lun ta ry f a c i l i t i e s , such as the p o l i c e 
and f i r e s t a t i o n s , churches , synagogues, schoo ls , l i b r a r i e s , f i v e vo lun ta ry 
i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the aged, e i g h t p r o p r i e t a r y nurs ing homes, e t c . 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , c h i e f l y a small s e c t i o n of the Bay 
Ridge Div i s ion of the Long I s l a n d Ra i l road , accounted f o r 21 a c r e s , 1 .4 p e r -
cen t of the ne t space. Al l commercial and i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e s absorbed 
about 94 ac res o r 6 . 1 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . R e t a i l shops and o t h e r commer-
c i a l a c t i v i t i e s took up 30 ac r e s or 32 pe rcen t of the 94, while automobile 
s t o r age and s e r v i c e s took 26 p e r c e n t , warehouses, 6 . 5 pe rcen t and i n d u s t r i a l 
o p e r a t i o n s , 35 p e r c e n t . But the ou t s t and ing form of land use was the space -
1,097 ac res - occupied by the homes, 71 .2 pe r cen t of the e n t i r e acreage 
used f o r purposes o the r than t r a f f i c . Only two communities conta ined more 
a c r e s devoted to r e s i d e n t i a l purposes i n 1955-56: F la tbush-Eas t Fla tbush and 
Midwood-Flat lands. 

Popu la t ion d e n s i t y : Since n e a r l y t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the r e s i d e n t i a l 
acreage was covered by one- or two-family houses i n 1955-56, the popu la t ion 
d e n s i t y i s not p a r t i c u l a r l y high when based on the 1957 popu l a t i on . The 
average number of persons per r e s i d e n t i a l acre - 161.7 - ranks t h i s community 
as f o u r t e e n t h among the twenty Brooklyn communities by a narrow margin. 
Coney I s l a n d which ranked f i f t e e n t h had a d e n s i t y of 161.5 persons per a c r e . 
Eas t New York which ranks t h i r t e e n t h had a d e n s i t y of 181.8 persons per 
r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . 

P o p u l a t i o n s i ze 

Desp i te the r e l a t i v e l y low d e n s i t y , B e n s o n h u r s t ' s . e x t e n s i v e r e s i -
d e n t i a l acreage provided hemes f o r 177,350 persons i n Apr i l 1957, or 6 .8 p e r -
cen t of Brooklyn ' s r e s i d e n t s . I t ranked t h i r d i n popu la t ion s i z e i n both 
1950 and 1957, wi th only the d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d Bedford-Stuyvesant and the l a r g e 
land area c a l l e d F l a tbush -Eas t Fla tbush having more r e s i d e n t s . 

The h i s t o r y of t h i s community i l l u s t r a t e s the movement of popula-
t i o n i n r ecen t decades from the nor the rn and downtown communities which were 
the f i r s t to be t h i c k l y s e t t l e d to the southwest and sou theas t e rn s e c t i o n s . 
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I n 1930, Bensonhurst ranked s i x t h i n popu la t ion s i z e and Wil l iamsburg, t h i r d . 
By 1940, Bensonhurst had r i s e n to four th and Will iamsburg had dropped to 
f i f t h p l a c e . By 1950, the exchange had been completed with Bensonhurst i n 
t h i r d p lace and Williamsburg in s i x t h . 

The popu la t ion growth i n t h i s community was the produc t of the 
wave of home c o n s t r u c t i o n i n southwest Brooklyn dur ing the 1920 ' s . 
Bensonhurst had a t t a i n e d a popu l a t i on of 170,785 by 1930 but the decade of 
the dep re s s ion added some 14,570 r e s i d e n t s , an i n c r e a s e of 8 . 5 pe rcen t to a 
1940 t o t a l of 185,356. The r a t e of growth s lackened i n the 1940 ' s , wi th a 
r i s e of only 8,400 persons or 4 . 5 pe rcen t to 193,773 i n 1950. But the cumu-
l a t i v e r i s e from 1930 to 1950 of 22,988, o r 13 .5 p e r c e n t , was p a r t i a l l y 
e rased by the genera l downward movement i n Brooklyn between 1950 and 1957. 
The ne t l o s s to Bensonhurst was 16,423 r e s i d e n t s - 8 . 5 p e r c e n t - with the 
r e s u l t t h a t the 1957 popu l a t i on was only 3 .8 pe r cen t above the 1930 l e v e l . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

In common with i t s cont iguous a r ea s i n t h i s southwestern s e c t i o n of 
Brooklyn, Bensonhurst has been and cont inues to be predominant ly popula ted 
by white persons of na t ive or European b i r t h - with f a m i l i e s of I t a l i a n back-
ground and Jewish f a m i l i e s of Eas t e rn European o r i g i n the major groups. 

1950 Census: As shown by the next t a b u l a t i o n , more than 99 p e r -
cent of the 194,000 persons r e s i d e n t i n Bensonhurst i n 1950 were wh i t e , 
with 70 p e r c e n t na t i ve s born on the con t i nen t and 29 p e r c e n t of f o r e i g n 
b i r t h . The 1,100 Puer to Ricans , Negroes, A s i a t i c s , and American I n d i a n s , 
t o g e t h e r c o n s t i t u t e d only s i x - t e n t h s of one pe r cen t of the p o p u l a t i o n . 
Some of the 700-odd Negroes l i v e d i n every s e c t i o n but 468 were i n the 
neighborhood near Gravesend Bay (H.A. 82 and 8 4 ) , with ano the r 141 i n Hea l th 
Area 71.20 between Coney I s l a n d Avenue and D a h i l l Road. The few r e s i d e n t s 
of Puer to Rican o r i g i n were s c a t t e r e d throughout a l l a r e a s , the g r e a t e s t 
" c o n c e n t r a t i o n " being the 70 i n Heal th Area 83, where 47 l i v e d i n t h r e e 
a d j a c e n t census t r a c t s extending from 62nd to 7 1 s t S t r e e t s , between Bay 
Parkway and Nineteenth Avenue. 

Popu la t ion of Bensonhurs t , by c u l t u r a l group: 1950 
P e r c e n t 

C u l t u r a l group Number of t o t a l 

A l l c l a s s e s 193,773 100.0 

Con t inen ta l n a t i v e whi te 136,364 7 0 . 4 
Fore ign-born whi te 56,285 29.0 
Puer to Rican 221 0 . 1 
Negro 751 0 . 4 
Other nonwhite r ace s 152 0 . 1 
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Bensonhurst ranked t h i r d among the communities on the score of 
having a high p r o p o r t i o n of fo re ign -born whi tes among the r e s i d e n t s i n 1950. 
Coney I s l a n d and Brownsvi l le , where a t h i r d or near ly a t h i r d of the r e s i d e n t s 
were i n t h i s ca tegory , were f i r s t and second. I t a l y was the country of b i r t h 
of over 21,000 o r 37 .4 percen t of the f o r e i g n born. But Russia had con•׳• 
t r i b u t e d 24 .4 , Poland 11.9, and A u s t r i a 7 . 5 p e r c e n t , with Hungary and Rumania, 
t o g e t h e r , adding ano ther 4 p e r c e n t ; thus almost 48 percen t of the t o t a l were 
from Eas t e rn Europe. 

The s p e c i a l t a b u l a t i o n of m o r t a l i t y data r e v e a l s t h a t many of the 
Eas t e rn Europeans were of the Jewish f a i t h . The a n a l y s i s of death c e r t i f i -
c a t e s by cemetery of b u r i a l , i s sued during 1954 f o r white a d u l t s 25 years old 
or o l d e r , sugges t s t h a t 53 pe r cen t of the white popu la t ion was Jewish . 

1957 Census; The Spec ia l Census of 1957 r evea l s a decrease s ince 
1950 i n the number of Negroes l i v i n g i n Bensonhurst and a very small r i s e i n 
the o the r nonwhite groups. The p r i n c i p a l change was a l o s s of over 16,000 
white (non-Puer to Rican) r e s i d e n t s . 

Popu la t ion of Bensonhurst . by co lo r ; 1957 
Percen t 

Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 177.350 100.0 

White 176,610 99 .6 
Negro 564 0 . 3 
Other nonwhite r aces 176 0 . 1 

There i s no i n d i c a t i o n i n the school and b i r t h data of any s i g n i f i -
cant i n c r e a s e i n the r e s i d e n t s of Puer to Rican b i r t h or paren tage by 1957; by 
the method used i n t h i s r e p o r t the e s t ima te i s about 350. The i n c l u s i o n of 
the Puer to Ricans as a s epa ra t e group makes almost no change in the d i s t r i b u -
t i o n given in the preceding t a b u l a t i o n : The Puer to Ricans c o n s t i t u t e not 
q u i t e 0 . 2 p e r c e n t , the Negroes 0 . 3 and o the r nonwhites, 0 . 1 p e r c e n t , with 
"whi tes" s t i l l forming 99.4 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s ; During 1952, 99 .1 pe rcen t of the 3,654 c h i l d r e n 
born to p a r e n t s l i v i n g i n t h i s community were whi te ; the 21 nonwhite and 12 
Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n born c o n s t i t u t e d 0 . 6 and 0 . 3 pe rcen t r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 
3,489 c h i l d r e n born i n 1957 inc luded 31 nonwhite and 20 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n , 
o r 0 . 9 and 0 . 6 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . The 1958 b i r t h s - 3,312 - inc luded 19 
nonwhite and 17 Pue r to Rican c h i l d r e n , 0 . 6 and 0 . 5 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . 

School d a t a : Although the 15 p u b l i c schools l oca t ed i n Bensonhurst 
a re d iv ided between two school d i s t r i c t s , the o the r communities with schools 
i n these d i s t r i c t s a re a lso predominant ly w h i t e . The in te rchange of c h i l d r e n 
among the schools i n the severa l communities, t h e r e f o r e , should not a f f e c t 
the e thn ic composit ion of the enrolment . In September 1957, the schools 
w i t h i n Bensonhurst had a t o t a l of 17,699 c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d , inc lud ing 99 
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Negro and 47 Puerto Rican c h i l d r e n , 0 .6 and 0 . 3 percen t of the t o t a l . The 
October 1958 enrolment of 17,463 included 94 Negro and 67 Puer to Rican 
c h i l d r e n . 

Only four pa roch ia l schools are a c t u a l l y loca ted wi th in the bounda-
r i e s - two Ca tho l i c and two Jewish schools - but i t i s probable t h a t some 
Jewish ch i l d r en a t tend the nine Jewish schools i n the a d j a c e n t Borough Park 
a r e a . The two Catho l ic pa r i sh schools had 2 ,783 ch i ld ren on the r e g i s t e r i n 
October 1958 but the school census i n June 1959 found only one Puer to Rican 
ch i ld among them. About 1,280 ch i ld ren were r e g i s t e r e d i n October 1958 a t 
the two Jewish schools . Thus, about 18.9 pe rcen t of the 21,526 c h i l d r e n 
a t t end ing pub l i c and pa roch ia l schools loca ted w i th in Bensonhurst were i n 
the Ca tho l i c and Jewish schools . 

Age groups 

The Bensonhurst popula t ion i s somewhat "younger" than the a d j a c e n t 
communities of Borough Park-Kensington and Bay Ridge but not markedly so. 
In 1957 the ch i ld and youth popula t ion formed 28.8 percen t of the t o t a l , i n 
comparison with 28.7 percen t i n Borough Park-Kensington and 27 .5 pe rcen t i n 
Bay Ridge and 31 percent f o r the borough as a whole. As the next t a b u l a t i o n 
shows, i n comparison with 1950 the number of p re - schoo l c h i l d r e n decreased 
sharp ly by 15.4 percent and the teen-age group l e s s sharp ly ( 5 . 2 percen t ) 
but the percentage change i n both i n s t ances exceeded the borough-wide de -
c reases of 4 .6 and 2 .0 . In c o n t r a s t to the r i s e of 12.5 pe rcen t i n the 6-13 
year group f o r the e n t i r e borough, t h i s age ca tegory showed a small r eauc-
t i o n in Bensonhurst . 

Popula t ion of Bensonhurst . by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Pe rcen t Pe rcen t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 193,773 100.0 177,350 100.0 - 8.5־ 

Under 6 years 19,796 10.2 16,738 9 . 4 - 1 5 . 4 
6-13 years 21,072 10.9 20,723 11.7 - 1.7 
14-19 years 14,446 7 .4 13,692 7 . 7 - 5 .2 
20-24 years 15,331 7 .9 10,935 6 .2 - 2 8 . 7 
25-29 years 16,266 8 .4 12,915 7 . 3 - 2 0 . 6 
30-44 years 48,448 25,0 39,954 22 .5 - 1 7 . 5 
45-64 years 45,461 23.5 45,679 25.8 0 . 5 
65 years and over 12,953 6 .7 16,714 9 . 4 29.0 

In 1957, the r e s i d e n t s i n t h e i r twent ies and from 30 through 44 
years of age c o n s t i t u t e d about the same p ropor t i on of t h i s community's popu-
l a t i o n as they do i n the Brooklyn t o t a l but the decreases from 1950 to 1957 
exceeded the borough-wide dec reases . The changes suggest t h a t the o u t -
migra t ion s ince 1950 from t h i s community was among the young unmarried 
a d u l t s and the younger f a m i l i e s with young c h i l d r e n . 
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The aging of the a r e a ' s r e s i d e n t s i s i n d i c a t e d by a small i nc r ea se 
i n the number 45-64 years o ld and i n t h e i r p ropo r t i on of the t o t a l , as well 
as by the no tab le r i s e i n the number of those 65 years o ld or o l d e r (29 per••־ 
cent) which brought the "aged" p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l to 9 . 4 pe rcen t of the 
p o p u l a t i o n . For comparison, the middle-aged c o n s t i t u t e d 24.1 pe rcen t and the 
aged 8 .9 pe rcen t of Brooklyn 's 1957 t o t a l . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n ; The r a t i o of males to females i n Bensonhurst 
was s l i g h t l y h i g h e r than i t was fo r Brooklyn in 1957; t h i s was a l so t rue i n 
1950. I n 1957, the male r a t i o exceeded the borough r a t i o i n f i v e age groups -
the 6-13 y e a r - o l d s , the 14-19 y e a r - o l d s , the 25-29 y e a r - o l d s , the 45-64 yea r -
o l d s , and the aged - but the d i f f e r e n c e was marked only f o r the 25-29 and 65 
years and over c a t e g o r i e s . 

Popu la t ion of Bensonhurs t , by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males Males 

per 100 pe r 100 
Aqe qroup Mali Fimal© f i m a i i s Mil@ fdfflile f i f f lg l i i 

A l l ages 95,091 98,682 96.4 86.404 90.946 95.0 

Under 6 years 10,143 9 ,653 105.1 8,513 8,225 103.5 
6-13 years 10,795 10,277 105.0 10,580 10,143 104.3 
14-19 years 7,154 7,292 98 .1 6,893 6,799 101.4 
20-24 years 7,442 7,889 94 .3 5,057 5,878 86.0 
25-29 years 7,820 8,446 92.6 6,445 6,470 99.6 
30-44 years 22,575 25,873 87 .3 18,619 21,335 87.3 
45-64 years 22,794 22,667 100.6 22,218 23,461 94.7 
65 yea r s and over 6,368 6,585 96.7 8,079 8,635 93.6 

Other popu la t i on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

In Bensonhurst , as i n Borough Park-Kensington, i t seems probable 
t h a t the r e s i d e n t s who have l e f t s ince 1950 have been the younger s i n g l e 
a d u l t s and f a m i l i e s . This may wel l mean the l o s s of persons with more formal 
school ing and f u t u r e , i f not p r e s e n t , g r e a t e r earning power. On the o the r 
hand, with a l a r g e r p ropo r t i on of the popu la t ion i n the middle-aged group, 
which normally i s the per iod of peak ea rn ings , the family income l e v e l may be 
h ighe r i n 1957 than i t was i n 1950. The s a l i e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 1950 
popu l a t i on summarized i n subsequent paragraphs may be u s e f u l as a background 
f o r e s t ima t ing p o s s i b l e changes. 

Economic s t a t u s : In 1949 the fami ly income l e v e l i n Bensonhurst 
was above the genera l Brooklyn l e v e l which i s i n d i c a t e d by a median of 
$3,447. The median income i n the seven h e a l t h a reas i n Bensonhurst ranged 
from a low of $3,491 i n Heal th Area 81.20 to a high of $4,328 i n Heal th 
Area 71.20 which i s ad j acen t to Midwood-Flatlands. Four h e a l t h a reas (81.10, 
82, 83, 85.21) had median family incomes varying from $3,576 to $3,954, 
while the median was $4,049 i n the Heal th Area 84. 
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Persons 14 years old or o lde r not l i v i n g in family groups, on the 
o the r hand, had r e l a t i v e l y low incomes; i n the four a reas where medians 
could be computed the range was from $880 to $1,094, a l l below the Brooklyn 
median of $1,280. 

Educat ional l e v e l : I n the s e c t i o n from Fourteenth to Eighteenth 
Avenues from 58th S t r e e t to Gravesend Bay, the l eve l of formal school ing of 
the white a d u l t s (25 years old or o lder) was below the borough l e v e l expressed 
as a median of 8 .9 years . The medians in these hea l th a reas (81 .10 , 81.20 
and 82) were 8 .7 and 8 .6 y e a r s . Elsewhere, the range was from 9 .0 to 10.9 
years or above the borough-wide l e v e l . 

Family groups: Few of the 1950 r e s i d e n t s were not members of 
family groups - a couple of hundred were inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s and 4,235 
l ived alone or with persons o the r than r e l a t i v e s . An unusua l ly l a r g e p ro -
p o r t i o n (97 percen t ) of the 53,165 f ami l i e s included a married couple -
51,600. Al l but 495 of the n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l popula t ion of over 193,000 
l ived i n o rd ina ry , housekeeping apartments or p r i v a t e houses . 

Ass is tance and h e a l t h data 

Pub l ic a s s i s t a n c e : On March 2, 1959, the Department of Welfare 
i ssued a s s i s t a n c e checks to 1,399 cases l i v i n g i n Bensonhurst . This number 
was about 3 pe rcen t of a l l Brooklyn cases . Only 62 of the cases were fami-
l i e s or one-person cases on home r e l i e f and only 108 were f a m i l i e s r e ce iv ing 
a id to dependent c h i l d r e n . The o the r 1,200-odd presumably were one-person 
cases on the o ld-age or b l ind a s s i s t a n c e programs or i n r e c e i p t of a id to 
the d i sab l ed . Even the f a r from p r e c i s e comparison with the f a c t t h a t t h i s 
l a rge community contained 6.8 pe rcen t of Brooklyn 's 1957 popu la t ion i s s u f -
f i c i e n t to i n d i c a t e t h a t f i n a n c i a l dependency i s not a s e r i ous problem. 

Heal th i n d i c e s : None of the h e a l t h a reas i n Bensonhurst had an 
i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e as high as the borough 's r a t e of 25.2 i n f a n t dea ths pe r 
1,000 l i v e b i r t h s i n 1957. The r a t e was only 8 .4 i n Health Area 81.10 but i n 
the o ther s ix a reas var ied from 13.7 to 19.7 per 1,000 b i r t h s . 

The venereal d i sease r a t e s , b a s e d on cases newly r epor t ed during 
1957 and the 1957 popula t ion , ranged from 45.2 to 70.5 per 100,000, f a r below 
the Brooklyn r a t e of 308.4. The prevalence of t u b e r c u l o s i s was extremely low. 
The 45 ac t ive cases on the r e g i s t e r of the Department of Heal th on December 
31, 1956 and the 42 ac t i ve cases r e g i s t e r e d on December 31, 1958 produce 
r a t e s of 0 .25 and 0.24 per 1,000 of the 1957 popu la t ion ; t h i s compares with 
the Brooklyn r a t e s of 1.20 and 0 .98 per 1,000 f o r these two p e r i o d s . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

Juven i l e delinquency has r i s e n i n Bensonhurst s ince 1951 but i n 
r e l a t i o n to the high delinquency areas the r a t e s are low and they are a l so 
well bel'ow the borough-wide r a t e s . Brooklyn as a whole had a 1951 r a t e of 
14.7 ch i ld ren and youth known to o f f i c i a l agencies per 1,000 of the 1950 popu-
l a t i o n 6-20 years oFage . • In 1957 and 1958, the, Brooklyn r a t e s pe r . 1,000 of 
the"1957 ch i l d r en and youth were 33»4 and 41 .2 . 
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In Bensonhurst , the del inquency r a t e s i n 1951 ranged from 3.8 to 
8 . 0 per 1,000. In 1957 the low r a t e was 10.9 (H.A. 84) and the high r a t e was 
22 .8 (H.A. 81.20) but four of the seven a reas had r a t e s only a l i t t l e h ighe r 
than the lowes t . In 1958, the v a r i a t i o n was from 9.0 to 29 .4 , with a l l 
r a t e s except the h i g h e s t being under 20 per 1,000 of the app rop r i a t e age 
group i n the popu l a t i on . 

Housing 

Apparent ly cons ide rab le r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and/or conversion 
has gone on i n Bensonhurst s ince 1950, d e s p i t e the 8 .5 pe rcen t decrease i n 
popu l a t i on by 1957. According •to the annual count of dwell ing u n i t s made 
f o r the Ci ty Planning Department i n 1955-56 and subsequent yea r s , the number 
of homes had r i s e n from the 1950 Census count of 54,703 to 55,919 by 1955-56, 
an i n c r e a s e of 1,216 u n i t s . The count two yea r s l a t e r - 1957-58 - was 
57,131, a f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e of 1 ,212. 

The l o c a l annual count of dwell ing u n i t s by d e f i n i t i o n may inc lude 
housing not ready f o r occupancy a t the time of the Specia l Census of 1957; 
i t i s a l so probable t h a t , i n common with the genera l t r end , the new u n i t s a re 
r e l a t i v e l y small apar tments . The homes added s ince 1950 are found most ly i n 
Hea l th Areas 71.20 on the Coney I s l a n d Avenue border of Midwood-Flatlands, 
i n Hea l th Areas 82 and 84, the geograph ica l ly l a r g e r and l e s s developed sec-
t i o n s running in land from Gravesend Bay; 2,235 of the 2,428 dwell ing u n i t s 
added were i n these s e c t i o n s . Between 1950 and 1957, these th ree a reas l o s t 
a lmost 5,100 r e s i d e n t s but t h i s was l e s s than a t h i r d of the t o t a l decrease 
i n Bensonhurst of over 16,400. 

The land use survey of 1955-56 i n d i c a t e s t h a t most of the r e s i -
d e n t i a l space was devoted to the one- o r the two-family house. These data 
on a c r e s , of course , cannot be compared d i r e c t l y with the 1950 Census of 
Housing data which are in terms of dwell ing u n i t s . One-family homes, with 
the land covered about equa l ly d iv ided between the a t t ached and row type, 
occupied about o n e - t h i r d and two-family houses accounted f o r 40 p e r c e n t , 
t h a t i s , a combined t o t a l of 74 pe r cen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l ac res i n 1955-56. 
M u l t i - f a m i l y dwel l ings covered only 26 pe rcen t - 282 ac res - and only 48 of 
these ac re s were f i l l e d by the l a r g e r , e l eva to r -equ ipped apartment houses . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950; I t seems probable t h a t the f i nd ings i n 
1950 cont inue to be reasonably d e s c r i p t i v e of the bulk of the housing i n 
c u r r e n t use , a l though allowance should be made f o r d e t e r i o r a t i o n on the one 
hand and, on the o t h e r , the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t some new housing may well have 
r ep laced some of the l e s s d e s i r a b l e o lde r homes. 

I n 1950 the Census r e p o r t e d t h a t 54,226 of the 54,703 dwel l ing 
u n i t s were occupied. Home ownership was f a i r l y h igh ; owners l i ved in 29 p e r -
cent of the u n i t s . Some 22,493 homes, or s l i g h t l y more than 41 pe rcen t of 
the t o t a l , were i n one- or two-family houses . By the s tandard t h a t over -
crowding i s found when the number of persons per room i s more than 1 .5 , 
about 3 .6 pe rcen t of the homes were overcrowded i n 1950. Tte 914 homes i n 
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Bensonhurst c l a s s i f i e d as substandard, i . e . , i n d i l a p i d a t e d cond i t i on and/or 
with inadequate t o i l e t f a c i l i t i e s , represented only 1.7 pe rcen t of a l l u n i t s . 
Only two communities among the twenty had a smal le r p ropor t ion of t h e i r 
housing so c l a s s i f i e d - F la tbush-Eas t Flatbush and Midwood-Flatlands. 

Pub l ic housing: No publ ic housing has been cons t ruc ted i n t h i s 
community and no plans fo r f u t u r e p r o j e c t s have been announced. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY^ 

Day Nurse r i e s } Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. Jewish Community House of Bensonhurst , Nursery School 
7802 Bay Parkway 

Other ausp ices 

2. P e t e r Pan School, I n c . 
1226 Ocean Parkway 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

3. S t . F inbar Day Nursery School 
Operated by S t . F inbar R. C. Church 
1831 Bath Avenue 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices 

1. Brooklyn Pub l i c L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y or on a r e g u l a r 
weekly or monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs 
i n the 1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d . 

Mapleton Branch 
Seventeenth Avenue and 60 S t r e e t 

Book d i s c u s s i o n group twice monthly November to A p r i l ; 
P i c t u r e Book Hour f o r c h i l d r e n , weekly, November through 
May; S tory Hour f o r c h i l d r e n - g e n e r a l l y once a month. 

New U t r e c h t Branch 
1743 - 86 S t r e e t 

S tory Hour f o r c h i l d r e n - g e n e r a l l y once a month. 

Ulmer Park Branch 
2162 Bath Avenue 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca t ed i n t h i s community, a l though 
se rv ice i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l im i t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and 
r e s i d e n t s may be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted 
e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

2. Educat ion, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s i nc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s i ng ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

Fu l l - t ime Community Cen te r s : Cen te rs o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
wi th the New York C i ty Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They p rov ide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agenc ies and 
a l s o by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

New U t r e c h t High School: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ / 
79 S t r e e t and 16 Avenue 

Open s i x evenings a week (except F r i d a y ) ; swimming a v a i l a b l e . 

J . H . S . 96: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Avenue P between 11 and 12 S t r e e t s 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday through F r i d a y . 

P .S . 99: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l C e n t e r ^ / 
1120 Eas t Tenth S t r e e t ( a t Avenue K) 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S , 121: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
20 Avenue between 53 and 54 S t r e e t s 

P .S . and J .H .S . 128: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
8310 - 21 Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

P .S . 163: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
1664 Benson Avenue ( a t 17 Avenue) 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday and Thursday. 

2 / I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c e n t e r p rov ides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 

3 / S e l f - s u s t a i n i n g a f t e r n o o n program. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S . 186: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
7601 - 19 Avenue ( a t 76 S t r e e t ) 

P .S . 200: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l 
1940 Benson Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday through Fr iday . 

P .S . 204: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l 
8101 - 15 Avenue ( a t 81 S t r e e t ) 

Evening cen t e r open Monday through Fr iday . 

P .S . 205: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l 
6701 - 20 Avenue ( a t 67 S t r e e t ) 

Evening cen t e r open Monday through Saturday. 

P .S . 226: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l 
6006 - 23 Avenue (between 60 and 61 S t r e e t s ) 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday . 

J . H . S . 227: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
6500 - 16 Avenue ( a t 65 S t r e e t ) 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and S tu rday . 

3. Jewish Community House of Bensonhurst 
7802 Bay Parkway 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, audi tor ium, l i b r a r y , game room, 
10 c lub rooms, outdoor playground, roof garden, roof p l a y -
ground, swimming poo l . A c t i v i t i e s : Youth and a d u l t c lubs , 
a r t s and c r a f t s , drama workshop, c h i l d r e n ' s t h e a t r e , a d u l t 
educa t ion and forums, p h y s i c a l educa t ion , dancing school , 
p u b l i c a t i o n , music, summer day camp, 
Senior C i t i z e n s ' Program - f o r men and women 60 and over 
from Bensonhurst s e c t i o n , most ly Jewish , Meets Monday 
through Thursday from 9:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. and Tuesday 
evening from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Closed J u l y and August. 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude open house, p a r t i e s , movies, mus ica le s , 
speakers , games, fo lk and s o c i a l dancing, s ing ing , d ramat ics , 
t r i p s , f r i e n d l y v i s i t i n g to i l l members. 

nter^/ Ce 

Center 

Center 

Center 

4 / J o i n t l y opera ted with Department of Pa rks . 
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Group Work and Recreat ion Serv ices - continued 

4. Parks , Department o f , C i ty of New York§/ 

Bensonhurst Park Playground 
Cropsey Avenue to Gravesend Bay between 21 Avenue and Bay Parkway 

Footba l l and 3 s o f t b a l l f i e l d s , 8 t e n n i s cou r t s ; 2 b a s k e t b a l l , 
4 handba l l , 2 paddle t e n n i s , 2 boccie and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s ; 
i ce ska t ing a r ea s , playground with wading poo l . Bicycl ing 
from Bay Parkway along Shore Parkway to 69 S t r e e t i n Bay Ridge. 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Gravesend Park Playground 
18 Avenue between 56 and 57 S t r e e t s 

Two s o f t b a l l f i e l d s , 9 t enn i s c o u r t s ; i ce ska t ing , r o l l e r 
ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a reas ; paddle t enn i s and 4 handbal l 
c o u r t s ; playground with wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Colonel David Marcus Memorial Playground 
Bast Fourth S t r e e t to Ocean Parkway, nor th of Avenue P. 

Ro l l e r hockey, r o l l e r ska t ing and i c e ska t ing a r e a s ; 2 b a s k e t -
b a l l , 5 handba l l , 2 paddle t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l , horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g and shu f f l eboa rd cour t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d , 4 playgrounds 
(one l i g h t e d ) , wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
New Utrecht Avenue to 16 Avenue between 70 and 71 S t r e e t s . 

F ie ld house with playrooms, playground with wading pool ; 
b a s k e t b a l l , v o l l e y b a l l , 3 handba l l , 2 paddle t e n n i s and 
shuf f l eboard c o u r t s ; t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e ska t ing a r e a . 
Recrea t ion l e ade r sh ip . 

Playground and Beal in Square 
West 12 S t r e e t , Bay Parkway and Avenue P 

F ie ld house with playrooms, playground with wading pool ; 
2 ba ske tba l l and 2 v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s ; t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e ska t ing 
a r ea . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
18 Avenue between 82 and 83 S t r e e t s 

Paddle t enn i s cou r t , playground. 

Playground ad jacen t to P .S . 200 
Bath Avenue between Bay 22 and 23 S t r e e t s 

Operated j o i n t l y with Board of Educat ion. Handball and 
b a s k e t b a l l cou r t s , playground. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

5 / In desc r ib ing i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k inde rga r t en swings, 
l a rge and k inderga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a pipe frame exe rc i se u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv ices - continued 

Playground 
17 Avenue and Shore Road Extension 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d ; 2 b a s k e t b a l l , 4 handba l l , 5 paddle t e n n i s and 
horseshoe p i t c h i n g c o u r t s ; playground. Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p , 

5. Young I s r a e l of Bensonhurst and Bath Beach 
48 Bay 28 S t r e e t 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
i nc lud ing c lubs , s c o u t s , e t c . Saturday a f t e r n o o n s t o r y t e l l i n g 
and s ing ing fo r c h i l d r e n under s ix y e a r s . 

6. Young I s r a e l of F la tbush 
1012 Avenue I 

See above f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

7 . Young I s r a e l of Mapleton Park 
1396 West S ix th S t r e e t 

See above f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

Other vo lun t a ry agencies 
The Camp F i re G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the P u b l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ i s a t i on a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 2.1 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches, 
but the number of s p o r t s and the aye groups served vary 
from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t i n severa l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Serv ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York; Child Heal th S t a t i o n 
8658 - 16 Avenue 

Mental Heal th Serv ices 

None 

Other C l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

None 

<2/ A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s contained i n the In t roduc -
t i o n . None of these h o s p i t a l s i s loca ted i n t h i s community. 
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Other Clinics - continued 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schools : 
P .S . 112, 15 Avenue and 71 S t r e e t 
P .S . 186, 7601 - 19 Avenue 
P .S . 200, 1940 Benson Avenue 
P .S . 205, 6701 - 20 Avenue 

OFFICES^/ 

;8/ 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT 

Family Se rv i ce , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s - ' 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and S ix th Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Welfare , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Ha l l Welfare Center 
330 J ay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den t a l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

7 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serving t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be loca ted w i t h i n the a r e a . 

8 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 1*8 
6015 18 Avenue 

2. Junior High School 96 
Avenue P between We 11 and ¥ . 12 Streets 

3• Public School 99 
1120 E. 10 Street 

1*. Public School 112 
15 Avenue and 71 Street 

5• Public School 121 
20 Avenuej 53 t o 5U Streets 

6« Public School and Junior High School 128 
8310 21 Avenue 

7. Public School 163 
1661* Benson Avenue 

8. Public School 186 
7601 19 Avenue 

9. Public School 200 
191*0 Benson Avenue 

10. Public School 201+ 
8101 15 Avenue 

11. Public School 205 
6701 20 Avenue 

12. Public School 226 
6006 23 Avenue 

13. Junior High School 227 
6500 16 Avenue 

lit. Public School 229 
11*00 Benson Avenue 

15. Public School 21*7 
21 Avenue from j0 t o 71 Street 
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B, PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish School 
1528 73 Street 

2• St . Athanasius Parish School 
2201 62 Street 

Jewish 

1• Yeshivah Ohel Moshe 
791U Bay Parkway 

2• Yeshivah of Flatbush 
919 E. 10 Street 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. Bethlehem B a p t i s t Church 
177 Bay 17 S t r e e t 

2 . Mount Zion Bap t i s t Church 
1807 Bath Avenue 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

3 . Holy S p i r i t P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Bay Parkway and 82 S t r e e t 

4 . S t . John the B a p t i s t P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Ocean Parkway and Webster Avenue 

Other 

5. Mapleton Park Congregat ional Church 
1822 - 65 S t r e e t 

6. New Ut rech t Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
18 Avenue and 83 S t r e e t 

7 . S t . James-Bensonhurst Methodist Church 
2021 - 84 S t r e e t 

8 . S t . John of New Ut rech t United Lutheran Church (English and German) 
84 S t r e e t near 16 Avenue 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Our Lady of Guadalupe R. C. Church 
7201 15 Avenue 

2. S t . Athanasius R. C. Church 
2154 - 61 S t r e e t 

3. S t . Finbar R. C. Church 
138 Bay 20 S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Ahi Ezer Congregat ion (Orthodox) 
2165 - 71 S t r e e t 

2 . Avenue N Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
321 Avenue N 

3. Bay Parkway Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
6420 Bay Parkway 

4 . Beth Sholom-People 's Temple (Reformed) 
Bay Parkway and Benson Avenue 

5. Bnai I s a a c of Mapleton Park (Orthodox) 
48-54 Avenue 0 

6 . Chevra T i f e r e t h I s r a e l of Bensonhurst (Orthodox) 
1835 Bay Ridge Parkway 

7 . Jewish Community Center of Bensonhurst (Orthodox) 
23 Avenue and 63 S t r e e t 

8 . Mapleton Park Hebrew Assoc i a t i on (Conserva t ive) 
2022 - 66 S t r e e t 

9 . P r o g r e s s i v e Synagogue (Reformed) 
1395 Ocean Parkway 

10. Congregat ion Sons of I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
2115 Benson Avenue 

11. Congregat ion T i f e r e t h I s r a e l Anshei Bensonhurst (Orthodox) 
1835 - 75 S t r e e t 

12. T i f e r e t h I s r a e l of Mapleton Park (Orthodox) 
2025 - 64 S t r e e t 

13. Congregat ion T i f e r e t h Torah of Bensonhurst (Orthodox) 
23 Avenue and 83 S t r e e t 

14. Yeshivah of Bensonhurst , I n c . (Orthodox) 
2025 - 79 S t r e e t 

15. Yeshivah of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
919 Eas t 10 S t r e e t 

16. Congregat ion and Yeshiva Yeshurin (Orthodox) 
1454 Ocean Parkway 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

17. Young I s r a e l of Bensonhurst and Bath Beach (Orthodox) 
48 Bay 28 S t r e e t 

18. Young I s r a e l of Fla tbush (Orthodox) 
1012 Avenue I 

19. Young I s r a e l of Mapleton Park (Orthodox) 
1396 West Sixth S t r e e t 
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GRAVESEND 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The township of Gravesend, one of the group which merged to form 
the Ci ty of Brooklyn, included not only the smal le r area descr ibed he re as 
"Gravesend" but a l so p a r t of the area ca l l ed Bensonhurst and the e n t i r e 
communities ca l l ed Coney I s l and and Sheepshead Bay i n t h i s r e p o r t . Lady 
Deborah Moody, an Englishwoman seeking r e l i g i o u s freedom fo r h e r s e l f and a 
small group of c o l o n i s t s from New England, s e t t l e d i n 1643 on a s i t e a t the 
j u n c t i o n of McDonald Avenue and Gravesend Neck Road, now bounded by V i l l a g e 
Road North, Vi l l age Road South, Vi l l age Road East and Van S ick len S t r e e t . 
This square was the h e a r t of the old v i l l a g e of Gravesend. The old Hicks-
P i a t t home, a Dutch stone house bel ieved to da te from 1643, i s r epor t ed to 
have been b u i l t on the Moody farm and Lady Deborah i s bur ied i n the small 
cemetery oppos i te the house on the southwest corner of the square . 

As def ined i n t h i s r e p o r t , Gravesend i s the area south of 
Bensonhurst, extending from Avenue P on the nor th to the water f r o n t on 
Gravesend Bay and to Shore Parkway, the border with Coney I s l a n d on the ־ ״ 
south . Coney I s l and Avenue, the e a s t e r n boundary, s epa ra t e s Gravesend from 
Midwood-Flatlands and Sheepshead Bay. The western boundary l i n e d iv id ing 
Gravesend from Bensonhurs t ' s more sou the r ly s e c t i o n s t a r t s a t the j u n c t i o n 
of Avenue P and Bay Parkway, moves e a s t on 78th S t r e e t to Twenty- th i rd 
Avenue, fol lows t h a t Avenue to Cropsey Avenue and then Twenty-fourth Avenue 
to Gravesend Bay. The h e a l t h a reas included a re 85.10, 85 .22, 86.10 and 
86.20. Health Areas 86.10 and 86.20 are g e n e r a l l y recognized as Gravesend 
but no exact l i n e can be drawn to d i f f e r e n t i a t e Gravesend from Bensonhurst 
on the west or to the nor th . 

In land area , Gravesend's 2,122 gross ac res make i t smal le r 
than Park Slope by 50 acres and l a r g e r than Williamsburg by 100 a c r e s , and 
rank i t t en th by t h i s small margin. The l o c a l s t r e e t s and the major h igh -
ways such as Shore Parkway, Ocean Parkway, Coney I s l and Avenue and p a r t of 
the h i s t o r i c Kings Highway u t i l i z e d 759 of the gross area in 1955-57, 
leaving 1,363 acres for a l l community purposes o the r than t r a f f i c . 

Land use ; Evidence t h a t t h i s area i s not ye t h i gh l y developed i s 
found i n the f a c t t h a t , i n 1955-56, 312 acres or almost 23 pe rcen t of the 
land was vacant . The l a rge Coney I s l and Creek Boat Basin and Recrea t ion 
Area (134 a c r e s ) , the small Dreier-Offerman Park and o the r park lands and 
outdoor r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s absorbed near ly 177 ac r e s , or 13 p e r c e n t , 
while o the r pub l i c and p r i v a t e f a c i l i t i e s - p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s , 
churches, synagogues, schools , l i b r a r i e s , h o s p i t a l s , e t c . - took not q u i t e 
45 ac re s , or 3 . 3 percent of the area a v a i l a b l e . 
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s - the Coney I s l and Yards of the C i ty 
T r a n s i t Au thor i ty which inc lude r e p a i r and i n s p e c t i o n shops and a s to rage 
area (Avenue X to Shore Parkway between S h e l l Road and West 11th S t r e e t ) -
occupy about 98 a c r e s , 7 .2 p e r c e n t , and commercial and i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r -
p r i s e s , about 70 a c r e s , 5 .1 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . R e t a i l shops, o f f i c e s , 
and o t h e r commercial a c t i v i t i e s accounted f o r almost 37 pe rcen t of the 70 
a c r e s , automobile s to rage and s e r v i c e s f o r 28 p e r c e n t , warehouses f o r 3 
p e r c e n t , and i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t s f o r 32 pe rcen t - with heavy i n d u s t r i e s 
t ak ing 24 pe r cen t and l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s only 8; nea r ly 16 of the 22 i n d u s t r i -
a l ac re s were i n Heal th Area 86.20 - the l a r g e southern s e c t i o n border ing on 
Gravesend Bay and a d j o i n i n g Coney I s l a n d . 

Almost h a l f the community space was devoted to homes i n 1955-56 -
662 ac res or 48.6 p e r c e n t . At t h a t t ime, one- and two-family houses occupied 
78 .8 pe rcen t of these r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s , al though modern apartment houses 
were to be found i n c e r t a i n s e c t i o n s as e a r l y as 1940 and p o s s i b l y e a r l i e r . 
One l a r g e p r i v a t e p r o j e c t (1 ,860 u n i t s ) was completed i n 1950; a coopera t ive 
of 288 u n i t s was completed i n 1953. Marlboro Houses, a p u b l i c p r o j e c t , was 
under c o n s t r u c t i o n i n December 1955; presumably these u n i t s were counted i n 
the 1955-56 inven to ry . 

Popu la t ion d e n s i t y : On the b a s i s of the acreage determined by 
the 1955-56 land use inven tory and the 1957 popu la t ion , the popu la t ion d e n s i -
ty was r a t h e r low - 154.4 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . Gravesend thus ranks 
seventeenth i n t h i s r e s p e c t , only s l i g h t l y l e s s populous than Bay Ridge where 
t h e r e were 158 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l ac re i n 1957. 

Popu la t ion s i z e 

I n 1957, Gravesend had 102,294 r e s i d e n t s or 3 .9 pe rcen t of the 
borough1s popu la t ion and he ld the rank of t h i r t e e n t h among the twenty communi-
t i e s i n popu la t ion s i z e . The popu la t ion had remained s t a t i c a t the 1950 
l e v e l , when Gravesend ranked f o u r t e e n t h and Sunset Park-Gowanus, t h i r t e e n t h . 
By v i r t u e of the r educ t ion of the l a t t e r 1 s popu la t ion these communities ex-
changed p l aces i n 1957. I n 1930 and 1940, Gravesend was f i f t e e n t h i n popu-
l a t i o n s i z e . 

This community a p p a r e n t l y shared the housing development of the 
1920 's with the o the r southwestern a reas of Brooklyn. By 1930, i t had 86,378 
i n h a b i t a n t s . For the next twenty years the growth was moderate but s t eady . 
An i n c r e a s e of 10.6 pe rcen t dur ing the t h i r t i e s brought the 1940 popu la t i on 
to 95,550; t h i s was followed by another i n c r e a s e ( 7 . 1 pe rcen t ) to 102,361 i n 
1950, a cumulat ive growth of n e a r l y 16,000 persons , or 18.5 p e r c e n t . But, 
u n l e s s the Census of 1957 underenumerated the popu la t i on , and i n t h i s type of 
neighborhood any cons ide rab le underenumeration i s u n l i k e l y , the growth ceased, 
a t l e a s t t empora r i ly , a f t e r 1950. 

The number of r e s i d e n t s i n th ree h e a l t h a reas - 85.10, 85.22 and 
86.10 - decreased from 74,062 i n 1950 to 67,899 i n 1957, a d i f f e r e n c e of 
6 ,163. But Heal th Area 86 .20 , the l a rge s e c t i o n on the Bay, gained 6,096 
r e s i d e n t s d e s p i t e the c los ing of the temporary ve te rans p r o j e c t - Ulmer 
Park - i n February 1954; t h i s p r o j e c t , opened i n 1946, had had a popu la t i on 
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of 1,100. This neighborhood conta ined about 246 vacant ac re s i n 1955-56 and 
had room f o r f u r t h e r housing developments. Severa l l a r g e - s c a l e apartment 
houses a re known to have been e r ec t ed i n t h i s s e c t i o n s ince 1950. The pub-
l i e p r o j e c t , Marlboro Houses, l oca t ed i n t h i s h e a l t h area was occupied by 
only 276 f a m i l i e s when the 1957 Census was t aken . When completed i n January 
1958, the p r o j e c t had 1,765 apar tments and an es t imated p o p u l a t i o n of over 
6 ,700 . I t seems probable t h a t Gravesend ' s c u r r e n t p o p u l a t i o n exceeds the 
1957 l e v e l . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

1950 Census: Gravesend, l i k e the o t h e r communities i n the sou th -
western s e c t i o n of Brooklyn, i s peopled almost e n t i r e l y by whi tes of n a t i v e 
o r European background. I n 1950, the Puer to Rican, Negro and the minor 
nonwhite r ace s formed only s i x - t e n t h s of one p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

Popu la t ion of Gravesend. by c u l t u r a l group: 1950 
P e r c e n t 

C u l t u r a l qroup Number of t o t a l 

A l l c l a s s e s 102,361 100.0 

Con t inen ta l na t i ve whi te 73,887 72 .2 
Fore ign-born whi te 27,859 27 .2 
Puer to Rican 254 0 . 2 
Negro 283 0 . 3 
Other nonwhite r ace s 78 0 . 1 

This i s one of the e i g h t Brooklyn communities i n which the f o r e i g n -
born whi tes c o n s t i t u t e d more than one - fou r th of the 1950 p o p u l a t i o n . Persons 
of I t a l i a n b i r t h , who accounted - fo r 53 pe r cen t of the f o r e i g n born, a re 
q u i t e h e a v i l y concen t ra ted i n the southern and southwestern a r e a s where, 
t h i r t y years ago, small t ruck farms f l o u r i s h e d . I f the second and t h i r d 
gene ra t i ons of t h e i r f a m i l i e s have remained i n the community, the I t a l i a n -
American c u l t u r a l i n f l u e n c e presumably i s s t r o n g . 

I n the more n o r t h e r l y a r e a s , the f o r e i g n born from E a s t e r n Europe 
were e s p e c i a l l y predominant i n 1950 al though t h i s group was found i n a l l 
s e c t o r s . Russia accounted f o r 18 .5 and Poland f o r 7 .9 p e r c e n t of Gravesend ' s 
f o r e i g n born, with A u s t r i a , Hungary and Rumania adding 8 . 8 p e r c e n t - a t o t a l 
of 35.2 p e r c e n t . No o the r count ry c o n t r i b u t e d as many as 2 p e r c e n t of the 
t o t a l . I n view of the synagogues i n the area and the m o r t a l i t y d a t a , i t i s 
apparent t h a t many of the r e s i d e n t s were and a r e Jewish . The a n a l y s i s of 
death c e r t i f i c a t e s i ssued dur ing 1954 f o r whi te a d u l t s (25 yea r s o ld and 
over) who had l i ved i n these h e a l t h a reas showed t h a t 42 pe r cen t were bur ied 
i n Jewish ceme te r i e s . 

1957 Census: The nonwhite p o p u l a t i o n i n 1957 was smal l e r than i n 
1950. Some p a r t of the l o s s may be a t t r i b u t e d to the c l o s i n g of Ulmer Pa rk , 
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the pos t -war , C i t y - a i d e d housing fo r v e t e r a n s . The b i r t h s t a t i s t i c s suggest 
t h a t Marlboro Houses which had r e l a t i v e l y few f a m i l i e s i n r e s idence a t the 
time of theCensus had brought a few more nonwhite and Puer to Rican f a m i l i e s 
i n t o the community by 1958 when i t was f u l l y occupied. 

Popu la t ion of Gravesend, by co lo r ; 1957 
Percen t 

Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 102,294 100.0 

White 102,054 99.8 
Negro 155 0 . 2 
Other nonwhite r a c e s 85 0 . 1 

By the method used to e s t ima te the Puer to Rican popu l a t i on i n 
1957, the maximum number i n t h i s community would be 350. I f i t be assumed 
t h a t a l l were c l a s s i f i e d as whi te , the es t imated c u l t u r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n 
shown above would be modif ied to a s l i g h t degree as fo l lows : White - 99 .4 
p e r c e n t ; Puer to Rican - 0 . 3 p e r c e n t ; Negro 0 . pe ״ 2 r cen t ; and o t h e r nonwhite -
0 . 1 p e r c e n t . 

Despi te the few Puerto Rican and nonwhite r e s i d e n t s , some r e l i g i o -
c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y e x i s t s . The I t a l i a n background of many r e s i d e n t s may be 
r e f l e c t e d i n the 4 Roman Ca tho l i c churches and t h e P e n t e c o s t a l church with 
an I t a l i a n congrega t ion which isbone of the 5 P r o t e s t a n t churches . The 
e x i s t e n c e of 15 synagogues i n d i c a t e s a s u b s t a n t i a l Jewish popu la t i on as did 
the 1954 m o r t a l i t y d a t a . 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s ; Among the 2,116 c h i l d r e n born to Gravesend 
r e s i d e n t s i n 1952, the re were 15 nonwhite and 5 Puerto Rican chi ld ren ; 9 of 
the nonwhite b i r t h s and one Puer to Rican b i r t h were to r e s i d e n t s of the 
temporary housing f o r v e t e r a n s . The t o t a l b i r t h s rose to 2,266 i n 1957 but 
the 16 nonwhite and 6 Puer to Rican b i r t h s suggest no p a r t i c u l a r change i n 
popu l a t i on composi t ion; 7 of the 16 nonwhite b i r t h s were to f a m i l i e s l i v i n g 
i n Marlboro Houses. The 1958 b i r t h data o f f e r some evidence of a s l i g h t 
growth i n the minor i ty groups: Nonwhite b i r t h s had inc reased to 26 and the 
Puer to Rican to 17, or to 1 .1 and 0 . 7 p e r c e n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , of the 2,457 
b i r t h s ; 16 of the 26 nonwhite and 5 of the 17 Puer to Rican b i r t h s were to 
r e s i d e n t s of Marlboro Houses. 

School d a t a : The p u b l i c schools - 10 elementary and one j u n i o r 
h igh school - l oca t ed w i th in Gravesend - had a t o t a l enrolment of 11,979 
c h i l d r e n i n September 1957, i nc lud ing 83 Negro and 41 Puer to Rican 
s t u d e n t s , or 0 .7 and 0 . 3 p e r c e n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , of the t o t a l ; 37 of the 
Negro and 25 of the Puer to Rican s tuden t s a t tended schools loca ted i n 
Heal th Area 86.20 which a d j o i n s Coney I s l a n d and i s the s i t e of the pub l i c 
p r o j e c t . 

I n October 1958 the r e g i s t r a t i o n a t the pub l i c schools had 
r i s e n to 12,613 p u p i l s , of whom 114 were Negro and 86 Puer to Rican, 0 .9 
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and 0 .7 pe r cen t of the t o t a l . As i n 1957, a s u b s t a n t i a l share of the Negro 
and Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a t t ended schools i n Heal th Area 86.20 (69 Negro 
and 54 Puer to Rican) ; most of these c h i l d r e n were en ro l l ed i n P u b l i c School 
212 a t 87 Bay 49th S t r e e t , with a l e s s e r number a t t e n d i n g P u b l i c School 248 
a t Avenue U and 86th S t r e e t . 

The t h r e e Roman C a t h o l i c p a r i s h schools i n Gravesend had about 
3,386 s tuden t s i n October 1958 but no Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n were found to 
be e n r o l l e d a t the time of the June 1959 survey. The one Jewish school had 
280 p u p i l s . The s tuden t s i n the pa roch ia l s choo l s , t h e r e f o r e , r e p r e s e n t 
22 .5 pe rcen t of the c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g the l o c a l schools - p u b l i c o r p a r o c h i -
a l . 

Age groups 

The 1957 p a t t e r n i n Gravesend i s not d i s s i m i l a r to the age com-
p o s i t i o n of Brooklyn as a whole but the more y o u t h f u l groups have a t r i f l e 
g r e a t e r importance i n Gravesend. Ch i ld ren under 14 years of age c o n s t i t u t e d 
23 .5 , and the youth 14-19 years o l d , 7 . 8 p e r c e n t of the Gravesend t o t a l , 
compared with 23 .3 and 7 .7 pe r cen t of the borough t o t a l . Only s i x communi-
t i e s had a g r e a t e r p r o p o r t i o n of t h e i r r e s i d e n t s i n the age ca tegory under 
20 years of age - the ou t ly ing Canars ie and Sheepshead Bay where the popu-
l a t i o n has r e c e n t l y and r a p i d l y i nc rea sed and the long-and d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d 
communities which have l a r g e p u b l i c housing p r o j e c t s - South Brooklyn-
Red Hook, Wil l iamsburg, Bedford-Stuyvesant and Brownsvi l l e . 

Although t h i s community's middle-aged and aged groups were p r o -
p o r t i o n a t e l y sma l l e r than t h e borough 's i n 1957, the age d i s t r i b u t i o n g iven 
below r e v e a l s evidence of the aging p r o c e s s . The r i s e of 7 p e r c e n t over 
1950 i n the number 45-64 years of age and the sharp 36 pe r cen t r i s e i n 
those 65 yea r s old or o lde r have made these groups p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y , as wel l 
as a b s o l u t e l y , l a r g e r than i n 1950. The dec rease i n the ca t ego ry 30-44 y e a r s 
i s q u i t e small compared with the borough-wide decrease of almost 13 p e r c e n t . 
This g e n e r a t i o n appa ren t ly has not l e f t Gravesend f o r the suburbs . 

P o p u l a t i o n of Gravesend, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t P e r c e n t P e r c e n t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 102,361 100.0 102,294 100.0 - 0 . 1 

Under 6 years 11,481 11.2 10,904 10.7 - 5 .0 
6-13 years 11,701 11.4 13,142 12.8 12 .3 
14-19 yea r s 8,046 7 . 9 7 ,971 7 . 8 - 0 . 9 
20-24 y e a r s 8,568 8 . 4 6,182 6 .0 - 2 7 . 8 
25-29 yea r s 9 ,162 8 .9 8,009 7 . 8 - 1 2 . 6 
30-44 yea r s 25,039 24 .5 23,949 23 .4 - 4 . 4 
45-64 years 22,227 21.7 23,788 23 .3 7 . 0 
65 yea r s and over 6,137 6 .0 8,349 8 . 2 36.0 
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Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : I n every age group except the 20-24 year c a t e -
gory, males had a h ighe r r a t i o to females than i n most communities or i n the 
borough as a u n i t i n 1957. Boys exceeded g i r l s i n a l l th ree groups under 
20 yea r s and the excess of males among those 65 years of age or o lde r i s 
q u i t e unusua l . 

Popu la t ion of Gravesend, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males Males 

per 100 per 100 
Aqe group Male Female females Male bemale pales 

Al l ages 50,776 51,585 98.4 50,545 51,749 97.7 

Under 6 years 5,897 5,584 105.6 5,675 5,229 108.5 
6 -13 years 6,070 5,631 107.8 6,724 6,418 104.8 
14-19 years 4,026 4,020 100.1 4,051 3,920 103.3 
20-24 years 4 ,155 4 ,413 94.2 2,724 3,458 78.8 
25-29 years 4,423 4,739 93.3 3,958 4,051 97.7 
30-44 years 11,868 13,171 90.1 11,498 12,451 92 .3 
45-64 years 11,227 11,000 102.1 11,696 12,092 96.7 
65 years and over 3,110 3,027 102.7 4,219 4,130 102.2 

Other popu la t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s desc r ibed 
i n the 1950 Census a re s t i l l f a i r l y v a l i d . The popu la t ion i n Gravesend 
does not appear to have undergone any d r a s t i c change s ince 1950. I t s 
c u l t u r a l composit ion has remained about the same. The changes i n the age 
d i s t r i b u t i o n might wel l r e p r e s e n t the aging of a f a i r l y s t a t i c group, many 
of them home owners. The low-ren t p u b l i c housing had so few f a m i l i e s i n 
r e s idence by Apr i l 1957 t h a t i t s e f f e c t upon the popu la t ion was not r e -
f l e e t e d i n the 1957 Census but the 6,700 occupants may have in t roduced a 
new group by 1959• On the o t h e r hand, presumably the newer, p r i v a t e l y -
owned apar tments have not depressed the economic l e v e l . The r i s e i n the 
o l d e r groups should mean t h a t many of the f a m i l i e s had a t t a i n e d t h e i r maxi-
mum earning power. 

Economic s t a t u s : In 1950, the economic l eve l of t h i s community 
was somewhat above t h a t of Brooklyn when a l l community d i f f e r e n c e s a re 
merged i n a borough f i g u r e . The median family income i n 1949 f o r Brooklyn 
as a whole - $3,447 - was surpassed by the medians f o r each of the four 
h e a l t h a reas i n Gravesend. The lower medians were i n the more sou the r ly 
a r e a s - $3,488 i n Heal th Area 86.20 and $3,552 i n Heal th Area 86 .10 . The 
o t h e r a reas had median family incomes of $3,701 and $4,106. Heal th Area 
85.10 was the only s e c t i o n to have enough "un re l a t ed i n d i v i d u a l s " to 
p rov ide a median - $962. 
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Educat ional l e v e l : The median yea r s of formal school ing completed 
by a l l whi te a d u l t s 25 yea r s old and over i n Brooklyn was 8 . 9 y e a r s . I n 
Gravesend, p o s s i b l y because of the s u b s t a n t i a l number of f o r e i g n - b o r n a d u l t s , 
the medians were 8 .5 , 8 . 7 , 8 . 8 and 9 .0 y e a r s . Medians could not be computed 
f o r the few nonwhite r e s i d e n t s . 

Family groups: The husband-wife f a m i l i e s predominated i n Gravesend 
i n 1950. The 26,865 f a m i l i e s included 26,620 marr ied couples and on ly 245 
f a m i l i e s composed of some o t h e r grouping of r e l a t e d pe r sons . The pe r sons 14 
yea r s of age and over not l i v i n g i n fami ly groups numbered only 1 ,920, and 
the i n s t i t u t i o n a l popu la t i on was only 22; a l l o t h e r s were l i v i n g as members 
of f a m i l i e s . Almost the e n t i r e popu la t i on l i v e d i n housekeeping dwel l ing 
u n i t s ; only 168 persons l i v e d in q u a r t e r s such as rooming houses . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e : On March 2, 1959, p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e checks 
were paid to 382 cases l i v i n g i n Gravesend - 0 . 9 pe r cen t of a l l the Brooklyn 
cases . This t o t a l included only 27 f a m i l i e s or i n d i v i d u a l s r e c e i v i n g gene ra l 
a s s i s t a n c e and 88 f a m i l i e s on a id to dependent c h i l d r e n . Most of the cases -
about 267 - e v i d e n t l y were i n d i v i d u a l s on the o ld -age o r b l i nd a s s i s t a n c e 
r o l l s or r e c e i v i n g a id to the d i s a b l e d . I n view of a popu l a t i on which was 
over 100,000 i n 1957 and which probably was l a r g e r i n 1959, f i n a n c i a l de-
pendency appears to be low al though no exact measurement i s p o s s i b l e . 

Heal th i n d i c e s : The i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i n t h i s community f o r 
( 1957 were wel l below the borough-wide r a t e of 25 .2 i n f a n t dea ths pe r 1,000 

l i v e b i r t h s . The r a t e i n Heal th Area 86.10 was the h i g h e s t - 20 .1 - bu t 
i n the o t h e r a reas the r a t e s va r i ed from 13.6 to 16.3 dea ths pe r 1,000 l i v e 
b i r t h s . 

The venerea l d i s e a s e r a t e s were very low - from 25 .8 to 69 .8 cases 
newly r epo r t ed during 1957 pe r 100,000 of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n - i n c o n t r a s t 
to the borough r a t e of 308.4 . The t u b e r c u l o s i s p reva lence r a t e s a l so were 
f a r below the borough r a t e s of 1.20 a c t i v e cases on the Department of 
H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r on December 31, 1956 and 0 .98 a c t i v e cases on December 
31, 1958, both r a t e s being pe r 1,000 of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n . The case r a t e 
f o r Gravesend was 0.47 on the b a s i s of the December 1956 r e g i s t e r e d ca ses 
and 0 .25 on the b a s i s of the 1958 cases pe r 1,000 p o p u l a t i o n . 

> Delinquency r a t e s 

The Brooklyn r a t e of j u v e n i l e de l inquency i n 1951 was 14.7 o f f i c i a l 
cases pe r 1,000 of the 1950 popu l a t i on 6-20 yea r s of age. The r a t e s of 33 .4 
i n 1957 and 41 .2 i n 1958 r e p r e s e n t cases p e r 1,000 of the c h i l d and youth 
popu la t ion i n 1957. The Gravesend r a t e s ranged from 3 .8 to 10.6 pe r 1,000 
i n 1951, from 8 .9 to 20.2 i n 1957 and from 10.4 to 30.0 p e r 1,000 i n 1958. 
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Housing 

According to the annual count made fo r the Ci ty Planning Depar t -
ment, the dwell ing u n i t s ready f o r occupancy or under cons t ruc t ion had i n -
creased by 2,118 from the 2.8,096 u n i t s enumerated in the 1950 Census to 
30,214 i n 1955-56 and by 5,550 to 33,646 i n 1957-58, a t o t a l r i s e of almost 
20 pe rcen t . Obviously, not a l l these homes were occupied by Apri l 1957. 
Since Marlboro Houses was under cons t ruc t i on by December 1955, i t s 1,765 
u n i t s (which d isp laced only 40 u n i t s ) probably accounted f o r most of the 
r i s e from 1950 to 1955-56. 

Most of the 5,500 homes added between 1950 and 1957-58 are found 
i n the more sou the r ly areas - 1,248 i n Heal th Area 86.10 and 3,745 i n Health 
Area 86.20; they include u n i t s i n Marlboro Houses and in Shoreham Park - a 
600 u n i t p r o j e c t of the Lefrak Organiza t ion which was s t i l l under cons t ruc -
t i on in December 1957. E a r l i e r cons t ruc t i on - The Lincoln Cooperative 
Apartments - completed i n 1953 and the Beach Haven Apartment completed i n 
1950, had added 2,148 u n i t s . These l a rge p r o j e c t s account for 4,513 of the 
4,993 net gain i n these two h e a l t h a r e a s . 

Type of housing: 1955-56; The land use inventory of severa l years 
ago may not desc r ibe a l l housing now in use . At t ha t t ime, one-family homes 
occupied 265 acres (159 acres i n detached homes) or 40 percen t of the r e s i -
d e n t i a l space. Two-family houses absorbed 257 ac res , 39 pe rcen t , making a 
t o t a l of 79 percen t f o r these types . The mul t i - f ami ly dwell ings accounted 
fo r only 140 ac r e s , 21 percent of the 662 r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s . The e l e v a t o r -
equipped m u l t i - u n i t bu i ld ings covered only 44 acres in 1955-56. j 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: Since the only known demoli t ion of 
e x i s t i n g housing i s the raz ing of Ulmer Park , the temporary ve te rans 
p r o j e c t , and some 98 u n i t s d i sp laced by Marlboro Houses, the 1950 Census 
of Housing data probably a re reasonably d e s c r i p t i v e of more than 80 percen t 
of the housing now in use . 

In 1950 about 98 percen t of the dwelling u n i t s were occupied -
27,454 of the 28,096. Home ownership was f a i r l y high - with the owner 
l i v i n g in a t h i r d of the homes i n use . One- and two-family houses, which 
occupied over t h r e e - f o u r t h s of the r e s i d e n t i a l space, provided j u s t over 
h a l f the occupied dwell ings - 52.3 p e r c e n t . Overcrowded homes accounted 
fo r 4 .1 pe rcen t and substandard homes fo r 2 .9 percent of those occupied. 

Pub l i c housing: Marlboro Houses, a S t a t e p r o j e c t , i s the only ^ 
pub l ic housing i n t h i s community. No plans have been announced fo r ad-
d i t i o n a l p r o j e c t s . The 35 acre s i t e of Marlboro Houses l i e s on e i t h e r s ide 
of Vsest 11th S t r e e t , with one s ec t i on extending to S t i l l w e l l Avenue, from 
Avenue V to Avenue W. The l a r g e r s ec t i on runs from Avenue V south to 
Avenue X across from the T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y ' s s torage and r e p a i r yards , with 
an e a s t e r n boundary along 86th S t r e e t and West 8th S t r e e t . 
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The 28 b u i l d i n g s are arranged i n s i x groups each cen te red around 
a l a rge cou r t to c r e a t e a sense of s epa ra t e communities. The high b u i l d i n g s 
have access (screened) b a l c o n i e s , i n s t e a d of i n t e r i o r c o r r i d o r s , which can 
be used f o r c h i l d r e n ' s p lay space. The apar tments range i n s i z e from 2 to 

rooms. Space i s provided f o r a c h i l d r e n ' s c e n t e r (ope ra t ed by a vo lun-
t a r y agency) and f o r a r e c r e a t i o n program f o r a l l ages under the s u p e r v i s i o n 
of personnel provided by the Housing A u t h o r i t y . The s t anda rd d e s c r i p t i o n 
fo l lows : 

Marlboro Houses - S t a t e p r o j e c t 

S i t e : S t i l l w e l l Avenue, Avenue V, 
86th S t r e e t , Avenue X (H.A. 86.20) 

Completed January 1958 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,765; e s t ima ted popu l a t i on - 6 ,742; 

persons pe r acre - 193; 28 b u i l d i n g s of 7 -16 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t pe r room on January 1, 1959 - $14.63 

Other developments: The New York Times r e p o r t e d on September 2, 
1958 t h a t p l ans had been submitted to the C i t y Planning Department f o r a 
$5,173,320 middle-income coopera t ive housing p r o j e c t a t Shore Parkway and 
Bay 44th S t r e e t (H.A. 86.20) and t h a t the C i t y Comptrol ler had approved a 
loan of C i ty funds on a 50-year mortgage to the Cl ick Development Company 
under the Limited P r o f i t Housing Companies Law. 

The s i t e was r epo r t ed to be about 117,000 square f e e t , vacan t 
except f o r two unoccupied s t r u c t u r e s and t h r e e two-family houses . The p l ans 
c a l l e d f o r 320 u n i t s i n two b u i l d i n g s of 16 s t o r i e s which a re to cover 21 
pe rcen t of the land , a p lay a r ea , park space , indoor r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , 
and parking space fo r 96 c a r s . Conte l lo Towers, as the p r o j e c t was named 
was approved by the C i ty Planning Commission i n September, 1958 and i s 
c u r r e n t l y (September, 1959) under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY.*/ 

Day Nur se r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. L i l l i a n Sk la r F i l l e r Day Care Center 
(Operated by Brooklyn Sec t ion , Nat ional Council of Jewish Women) 
Marlboro Houses 
49 Avenue W 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

Other ausp ices 

2 . Magen David Community Cen te r , Nursery School 
34 Avenue P 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

3. Neighborhood Play House f o r Chi ldren 
1865 East 8 S t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

4. Windmill P lay House 
306 Avenue P 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv i ces 

1. Beachhaven-South Marlboro Youth Counci l , I n c . 
9 Nixon Court 

Open to boys 7 through 17 years of age and g i r l s 10 and 11 years 
of age. At cen t e r bu i ld ing - phys i ca l f i t n e s s program, boxing 
r ing and i n s t r u c t i o n , weight l i f t i n g , t a b l e games - ping-pong, 
pool , s h u f f l e b o a r d , knock hockey. Monday and Fr iday evenings 
use f a c i l i t i e s of p u b l i c schools - Abraham Lincoln High School 
gymnasiums f o r o l d e r group and swimming pool f o r younger group, 
and P .S . 216 gym f o r younger group. Also use c i t y parks or 
Board of Educat ion a t h l e t i c f i e l d s f o r hockey, S o f t b a l l , base- { 
b a l l and b a s k e t b a l l . Center i s open from 6:30 to 10:00 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fr iday and i n the win te r from 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and 10:00 a.m. to noon on Sunday. 
There a re a l so s o c i a l a f f a i r s , coin and stamp clubs and o the r 
spec i a l i n t e r e s t groups . 
G i r l s meet Monday and Fr iday from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. f o r s o c i a l 
a c t i v i t i e s , a r t c l a s s e s and sewing. 

1/ Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca t ed i n t h i s community, a l though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , l oca t ed e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

2. Brooklyn P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r 
weekly o r monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs 
i n the 1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d . 

Highlawn Branch 
1721 West S ix th S t r e e t 

3. Educat ion, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Centers serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d r ama t i c s , woodworking, music , 
c r a f t s , s i ng ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Cen te r s serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Cen te rs o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 

> a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those de sc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accep t c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Un i t s and community agencies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

P .S . 95: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
345 Van S ick len S t r e e t (nea r Neck Road) 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 97: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
S t i l l w e l l Avenue and Avenue S 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

P . S . 101: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Benson Avenue and Bay 35 S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Thursday and F r iday . 

P .S . 177: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Avenue P and West F i r s t S t r e e t 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S. 209: Evening Community Center 
East Seventh Street, Avenue Z and Coney Island Avenue 

Open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday evenings. 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P .S . 212: Evening Community Center 
87 Bay 49 S t r e e t 

Open Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday evenings . 

P . S . 215: Evening Community Center 
Avenue S and Eas t Second S t r e e t 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday evenings . 

P . S . 216: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
350 Avenue X ( a t Eas t F i r s t S t r e e t ) 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

J . H . S . 228: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Avenue S and West Fourth S t r e e t 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

P .S . 238: Evening Community C e n t e r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1633 Eas t Eighth S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

4 . Magen David Community Cen te r , I n c . 
34 Avenue P 

R e c r e a t i o n a l , r e l i g i o u s , and c lub programs f o r a l l age groups. 

5 . Marlboro Houses 
2298 West 8 S t r e e t 

Community c e n t e r program sponsored by the N.Y.C. Housing 
Au tho r i t y f o r a l l age groups - a f t e r n o o n s and evenings . 

6 . Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New York •2/ 

Coney I s l a n d Creek Boat Basin and Rec rea t ion Area 
Shore Parkway to Coney I s l a n d Creek from West 22 S t r e e t t o 
Bay 49 S t r e e t . 

Three b a s e b a l l diamonds, f o o t b a l l , s o f t b a l l and soccer f i e l d s . 

Dre ie r -Offerman Park Playground 
27 Avenue to Bay 46 S t r e e t , from Cropsey Avenue to Gravesend Bay 

F i e ld house with playrooms, playground with wading poo l , i c e 
ska t ing a r e a , t a b l e t e n n i s , s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . Recrea t ion 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

2 / I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s cen t e r p rovides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 

3 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , t he Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k inde rga r t en swings, < 
l a r g e and k i n d e r g a r t e n s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool o r a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 



137 Gravesend 

Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Playground 
McDonald Avenue between Avenue S and Avenue T 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d j h a n d b a l l , b a s k e t -
b a l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ! 7 t e n n i s c o u r t s . Rec rea t i on 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
West 13 S t r e e t to S t i l l w e l l Avenue, Avenue U to Avenue V 

F i e ld house with playrooms, playground with wading poo l ; 
soccer and s o f t b a l l f i e l d s ; h a n d b a l l , horseshoe p i t c h i n g 
and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; t a b l e t e n n i s , r o l l e r and i c e s k a t i n g 
a r e a s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to Marlboro Houses 
West 11 S t r e e t and Avenue W 

Playground with wading poo l , b a s k e t b a l l and handba l l c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
North s ide of Avenue Z between West F i r s t and West S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

74 Young I s r a e l of Ocean Parkway 
1781 Ocean Parkway 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
i nc lud ing c lubs , s c o u t s , e t c . Sa turday a f t e r n o o n s t o r y t e l l i n g 
and s ing ing f o r c h i l d r e n under s i x y e a r s . 

85 Young I s r a e l of Sheepshead Bay 
2546 Eas t Seventh S t r e e t 

See above f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

Other vo lun ta ry agenc ies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scou t s , the Boy Scouts and 
the P u b l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo l s , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . Ca tho l i c Youth Organ i za t i on a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c churches , 
bu t the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary from 
p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l s o e x i s t 
i n s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th S e r v i c e s ^ / 

Coney I s l a n d H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i t y of New York 
Ocean and Shore Parkways 

Well Babies C l i n i c (R) 

4 / The d e s i g n a t i o n (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refe r" c l i n i c , t h a t 
i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from ano the r 
c l i n i c o r u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 
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Mental Health Services 

Coney I s l a n d H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i t y of New York 
Ocean and Shore Parkways 

Mental Hygiene C l i n i c 

Other C l i n i c s ^ / 

5 / H o s p i t a l - ' c l i n i c s 

Coney I s l a n d H o s p i t a l , Department of H o s p i t a l s , C i ty of New York 
Ocean and Shore Parkways 

Al le rgy (R) , a r t h r i t i s (R) , c a r d i a c (R), den t a l ( e x t r a c t i o n s 
o n l y ) , d i a b e t i c (R); e a r , nose and t h r o a t ; endocr ine-gynecolo-
g i c a l (R), eye (R), g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), g e n i t o u r i n a r y , 
gynecology, hematology (R), medica l , o r thopedic (R), 
p e d i a t r i c (R), phys i ca l the rapy , p r e n a t a l (R), s u r g i c a l , 
v a s c u l a r (R). 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fol lowing schools : 
P .S . 97, S t i l l w e l l Avenue and Avenue S 
P .S . 177, Avenue P and Vilest F i r s t S t r e e t 
P .S . 212, 87 Bay 49 S t r e e t 
P .S . 215, Avenue S and East Second S t r e e t 
P .S . 216, 350 Avenue X ( a t Eas t F i r s t S t r e e t ) 

4 

5 / A complete l i s t of pub l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s contained i n the In t roduc -
t i o n . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^/ 

Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ! / 

1. P o l i c e Department, Ci ty of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and S ix th Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s , 

2 . Welfare , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Hal l Welfare Center 
330 Jay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den t a l ca re and employment 
counse l ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d 
and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

6 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be l oca t ed w i t h i n the a r e a . 

7 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a r e l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A, PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 95 
3115 Van Sicklen Street 

2. Public School 9? 
S t i l lwe l l Avenue and Avenue S 

3. Public School 101 
Benson Avenue and Bay 35 Street 

li־ Public School 177 
Avenue P and W. First Street 

5• Public School 209 
E. 7 Street , Avenue Z and Coney Island Avenue 

6« Public School 212 
87 Bay 49 Street 

7. Public School 215 
Avenue S and E, Second Street 

8. Public School 216 
350 Avenue X 

 Junior High School 228 ־9
Avenue S and W. Fourth Street 

10. Public School 238 
1633 E. Eighth Street 

11. Public School 248 
Avenue U and 86 Street , W. 12 to ¥ . 13 Street 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Our Lady of Grace Parish School 
2322 E, Fourth Street 
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PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Roman Catholic - continued 

2• S t . Mary, Mother of Jesus Parish School 
2315 8U Street 

3• StSo Simon and Jude Parish School 
221 Van Sicklen Street 

Jewish 

Yeshivah Mogen David 
50 Avenue P 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Reformed Church i n America 

1. Gravesend Reformed Church 
145 Neck Road 

2 . Woodlawn Reformed Church 
Avenue N a t East Tenth S t r e e t 

Other 

3. Coney I s l a n d P e n t e c o s t a l Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) ( I t a l i a n and Engl ish) 
14 Neck Road 

4. F isherman ' s Methodis t Church 
226 Bay 35 S t r e e t 

5. Mt. O l i v e t Community Church of the New York C i ty Mission Soc ie ty 
2678 - 86 S t r e e t 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Our Lady of Grace R. C. Church 
430 Avenue W 

2. P rec ious Blood R. C. Church 
70 Bay 47 S t r e e t 

3. S t . Mary Mother of J e s u s R. C. Church 
2326 - 84 S t r e e t 

4 . S t s . Simon and Jude R. C. Church 
295 Avenue T 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregat ion Ahavath Achim (Orthodox) 
1741 Eas t 3 S t r e e t 

2. Congregat ion Anshe Sholom of the Avenue U Educat ional Center (Orthodo: 
2066 Eas t Ninth S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

3. Avenue Z Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
875 Avenue Z 

4 . Congregat ion Beth El of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
2181 Eas t Third S t r e e t 

5. Congregat ion B1nai Yehuda (Orthodox) 
1613 West Seventh S t r e e t 

6. Kingsway Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
2902 Kings Highway 

7 . Magen David Community Cente r (Orthodox) 
34 Avenue P 

8 . Congregat ion Shaare i T e f i l o h 
1670 West F i r s t S t r e e t 

9 . Congregat ion Shaare Zion (Orthodox) 
1756 Ocean Parkway 

10. Congregat ion Talmud Torah 
1830 Coney I s l a n d Avenue 

11. Congregat ion Talmud Torah Ahavath (Orthodox) 
1750 Eas t Fourth S t r e e t 

12. Talmud Torah I s r a e l of West F la tbush (Orthodox) 
1915 West Seventh S t r e e t 

13. Temple Beth El of Bensonhurst (Conserva t ive) 
1656 West Tenth S t r e e t 

14. Young I s r a e l of Ocean Parkway 
1781 Ocean Parkway 

15. Young I s r a e l of Sheepshead Bay (Orthodox) 
2546 Eas t Seventh S t r e e t 



CONEY ISLAND 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

This community i s i d e n t i c a l with the phys i ca l i s l a n d repor ted to 
have been named by the Dutch "Rabbi t I s l a n d , " with the Dutch word f o r r a b b i t 
u l t i m a t e l y Americanized as "Coney." The I s l a n d , a c t u a l l y an i s l a n d i n name 
only s ince most of Coney I s l a n d Creek has been f i l l e d i n , i s divided i n t o 
four h e a l t h a r ea s - 90.10, 90 .20 , 91.10 and 91.20. The western t i p extends 
i n t o Gravesend Bay and the e a s t e r n i n t o Sheepshead Bay; the southern shore , 
of course , i s a s ix mile beach f r o n t i n g on the A t l a n t i c Ocean. On the 
n o r t h , Gravesend Bay, the Coney I s l a n d Creek, the Shore Parkway and Guider 
Avenue form the boundary s e p a r a t i n g the I s l a n d from the mainland as f a r as 
the j u n c t i o n of Neptune Avenue and Shore Boulevard, the p o i n t to which 
Sheepshead Bay extends . 

The westernmost s e c t i o n of the I s l a n d developed yea r s ago as a 
r e s t r i c t e d r e s i d e n t i a l summer colony, known as Sea Gate, open only to r e s i -
den t s and t h e i r f r i e n d s . The mid - sec t i on , roughly from West 37th S t r e e t 
to Ocean Parkway ( the cen t e r of the amusement a reas and bath ing p a v i l i o n s ) ' , 
became known as "Coney I s l a n d ; " to the e a s t , B r i g h t o n Beach developed as a 
year - round r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood as well as 3 beach; f u r t h e r e a s t , 
Manhattan Beach and O r i e n t a l Beach o r i g i n a l l y were summer co lon ies with 
more expensive p u b l i c bathing f a c i l i t i e s than Coney I s l a n d . In the l a s t 
few decades the I s l a n d has become i n c r e a s i n g l y a community of permanent 
r e s i d e n t s . 

Coney I s l a n d had a c o l o r f u l h i s t o r y during the n ine teen th cen tu ry . 
Coney I s l a n d House, the f i r s t h o t e l , was opened i n 1829 a t Nor ton ' s P o i n t 
i n Sea Gate. In 1844, the f i r s t bathhouse p a v i l i o n opened. The only 
means of access was by water but h o t e l s and r e s t a u r a n t s i n the e l egan t 
t r a d i t i o n of the cen tury were pa t ron i zed by wealthy New Yorkers . 

The township of Gravesend, under the l e ade r sh ip of the p o l i t i c a l 
boss , made land a v a i l a b l e a t low cos t and arranged f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n by 
ra i lways and boulevards i n the 1870 ' s . A gay, spor t ing era fol lowed; 
r ace t r a cks were opened a t Br igh ton Beach and the nearby Sheepshead Bay, 
gambling f l o u r i s h e d , p r i z e f i g h t s were s taged; Fe l tman ' s opened i n 1871 
and o t h e r r e s t a u r a n t s ca t e red to the p o l i t i c a l , t h e a t r i c a l , and spor t ing 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s such as Diamond Jim Brady, L i l l i a n R u s s e l l , e t c . , of the 
1870-1900 p e r i o d . S teep lechase Park opened i n 1897, followed by Luna Park 
and Dreamland Park ; the Mardi Gras was s t a r t e d as an annual event i n 1903. 
Undes i rab le "amusements" caused a reform movement i n 1910 and brought to a 
c lose t h i s phase of the I s l a n d ' s h i s t o r y . 
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The ex tens ion of the subway and e l eva ted roads to Coney I s l a n d i n 
1920 s t a r t e d the development of a low-cost playground f o r New Yorkers of 
l im i t ed income. The boardwalk was i n s t a l l e d ; the hot dog s t a n d s , n i c k e l 
amusements, and bath ing brought throngs to spend the day. The subways a l s o 
pe rmi t t ed f a m i l i e s with low incomes to become r e s i d e n t s . The Half Moon H o t e l , 
opened in 1927 f o r New Yorkers and o t h e r s on v a c a t i o n or honeymoons,became 
a c e n t e r f o r p o l i t i c i a n s and sportsmen f o r a t ime. Ea r ly i n the 1950 's i t 
was sold to the Brooklyn Hebrew Home and H o s p i t a l f o r the Aged. 

The gross land area of the I s l a n d - 1,556 ac res - p l a c e s t h i s 
community f o u r t e e n t h among the twenty on the score of geograph ica l e x t e n t  ־
I t i s about the s i z e of South Brooklyn-Red Hook. The 523 a c r e s u t i l i z e d f o r 
s t r e e t s i n 1955-56 reduced the ne t acreage a v a i l a b l e f o r a l l o t h e r community 
purposes to 1 ,033. 

Land u s e : I n 1955-56, almost 150 a c r e s , 14.6 p e r c e n t of t h e n e t 
t o t a l of 1,033, were vacan t . Some p a r t of t h i s land may have been the 28 
ac r e s c lea red f o r the f u t u r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of Luna Park Houses; about 18 of 
the ac re s were i n use as l i c e n s e d park ing l o t s . 

A fou r th (25.7 pe rcen t ) of the ne t acreage was c l a s s i f i e d as park 
land or outdoor r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . The 266 a c r e s so desc r ibed i n c l u d e 
the Coney I s l a n d Beach and Boardwalk, Seas ide Pa rk , the New York Aquarium, 
Manhattan Beach Park , and the l a r g e Leon S. K a i s e r Playground, e t c . 

The U. S. Maritime Serv ice S t a t i o n , the U. S. P u b l i c Hea l th S e r v i c e 
H o s p i t a l , the f i r e and p o l i c e s t a t i o n s , s choo l s , churches , synagogues, 
l i b r a r i e s , a n d the Brooklyn Hebrew Home and H o s p i t a l f o r the Aged accounted 
f o r only 47 ac r e s o r 4 .6 p e r c e n t of the a v a i l a b l e l and . 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s - p robably c h i e f l y the sou thern s e c t i o n 
of the New York C i t y T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y ' s r e p a i r and s to rage yards which a r e 
loca ted i n Gravesend but extend i n t o Heal th Area 90.20 - used about 18 a c r e s 
or 1 .7 p e r c e n t ; a l l commercial and i n d u s t r i a l f a c i l i t i e s absorbed 89 a c r e s , 
or 8 . 6 pe rcen t of the t o t a l . O f f i c e s , r e t a i l shops and a l l o t h e r commercial 
a c t i v i t i e s , which presumably inc lude the ho t dog s tands and the amusement 
parks and r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s , took up 36 .5 p e r c e n t of the 89 bus ines s a c r e s , 
warehouses, 10.1 p e r c e n t , automobile s t o r age and s e r v i c e s , 14 .4 p e r c e n t , 
l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s , 13.2 and heavy i n d u s t r i e s , 25 .8 p e r c e n t . 

The space devoted to homes i n 1955-56 - 463 a c r e s - was the major 
form of land use - 44.8 pe r cen t of the ne t t o t a l . In the e x t e n t of i t s r e s i -

^ d e n t i a l acreage a t the time of the land use survey, Coney I s l a n d ranked 
t h i r t e e n t h but i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t today the area devoted to homes exceeds 
the 469 ac res so used i n Bushwick-Ridgewood, the t w e l f t h - r a n k i n g community. 

Popu la t ion d e n s i t y : On the b a s i s of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n and the 
1955-56 ac reage , when a l i t t l e over t h r e e - f i f t h s of the r e s i d e n t i a l ac reage 
was absorbed by one- and two-fami ly houses , t he popu l a t i on d e n s i t y was 
r e l a t i v e l y low - 161.5 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . By a margin so narrow 
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t h a t i t has no s i g n i f i c a n c e , Coney I s l a n d ranked f i f t e e n t h among the communi-
t i e s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . Bensonhurst held the f o u r t e e n t h p l ace with a d e n s i t y 
of only 161.7 and Bay Ridge, the s i x t e e n t h p l ace with a d e n s i t y of 158,0. 
Recent developments may have changed the exac t p o s i t i o n of a l l t h r e e communi-
t i e s . 

Popu la t ion s i z e 

Desp i te i t s development as a r e s i d e n t i a l community i n the two 
decades 1930 to 1950, Coney I s l a n d i s one of the sma l l e s t of the Brooklyn 
communities, ranking e igh teen th among the twenty i n popu la t ion s i z e . I t s 
1957 popu la t i on of 74,711 exceeded only the popu l a t i on i n Greenpoint and i n 
Cane r s i e and c o n s t i t u t e d only 2 . 9 pe r cen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l . I n 1950 
Coney I s l a n d a l s o had more r e s i d e n t s than Sheepshead Bay but t h a t communi-
t y ' s growth con t inued , while Coney I s l a n d l o s t r e s i d e n t s between 1950 and 
1957. 

Coney I s l a n d ' s r e c e n t pe r iod of r a p i d popu la t i on expansion was 
between 1930 and 1940 when n e a r l y 18,000 r e s i d e n t s were added to the 60,258 
enumerated i n 1930. This r i s e of 29 pe r cen t brought the 1940 popu la t i on to 
78 ,057j the decade of the f o r t i e s added only 3 ,700, a 4 . 8 pe r cen t i n c r e a s e 
to 81,816 by 1950. The p o p u l a t i o n growth of these two decades - 21,558 
persons or 35.8 pe r cen t - was p a r t i a l l y canceled by a decrease of 7,100 
pe r sons , o r 8 ,7 p e r c e n t , between 1950 and 1957. As a r e s u l t , Coney I s l a n d 
had fewer r e s i d e n t s i n 1957 than i n 1940 but 24 pe rcen t more than i n 1930, 

The downward movement of the f i f t i e s may have been temporary i n 
n a t u r e . P a r t of the l o s s was caused by the c lo s ing i n 1954 of the tempo-
r a r y p r o j e c t f o r v e t e r a n s - Manhattan Beach Houses - which probably had 
about 3,800 r e s i d e n t s when the 1950 Census was t aken . Gravesend Houses, a 
Fede ra l ly - sponsored pub l i c p r o j e c t , with a popu la t i on of over 2 ,300, 
however, had opened i n 1954 and Coney I s l a n d Houses, a middle-income 
p r o j e c t , r ece ived i t s f i r s t t e n a n t f a m i l i e s i n October 1956} the l a t t e r 
p r o j e c t was not completed u n t i l the end of January 1957 and presumably was 
not f u l l y occupied i n Apr i l when the 1957 Census was t aken .1 / Another 
middle-income p r o j e c t - Luna Park Houses- which i s scheduled to r e c e i v e i t s 
f i r s t t e n a n t s e a r l y i n 1960, w i l l have an es t imated popu la t ion of almost 
5 ,900 . I f or when the l a r g e coope ra t i ve , Warbasse Houses, i s c o n s t r u c t e d , 
i t w i l l add cons ide rab ly to the year-round i n h a b i t a n t s on Coney I s l a n d . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

Census: This c ׳ 1950 h i e f l y whi te community has the d i s t i n c t i o n of 
l ead ing a l l o t h e r s i n the p r o p o r t i o n of i t s r e s i d e n t s who were fo r e ign -bo rn 

jL/ Hea l th Area 90.10 where Coney I s l a n d Houses and Gravesend Houses a re 
l oca t ed showed an i n c r e a s e of 2,860 from 1950 to 1957. Hea l th Area 
91 .20 where the temporary housing f o r v e t e r a n s was c losed l o s t 4,906 
r e s i d e n t s . 
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whites - s l i g h t l y more than a t h i r d - i n 1950. The l a r g e r communities 
n a t u r a l l y had more fore ign-born whi tes l i v i n g wi th in t h e i r borders but ev  n׳
i n Brownsvi l le , where t h i s group numbered 60,220, the percentage of tin; t o t a l 
was l e s s - 32 .5 . 

Popula t ion of Coney I s l a n d , b,v c u l t u r a l group; 1950 
Percent 

Cu l tu ra l group Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 81,816 100.0 

Cont inenta l na t ive white 52,851 64.6 
Foreign-born white 27,505 33.6 
Puer to Rican 196 0 . 2 
Negro 1,118 1 .4 
Other nonwhite races 146 0 . 2 

Approximately 86 p e r c e n t of the whi tes born abroad came from 
Russia , Poland, Aus t r ia or one of the o the r middle or e a s t e r n European 
c o u n t r i e s . Russia was the leading country of b i r t h ; i t con t r ibu ted 46 p e r -
cen t , Poland, 19, and Aus t r i a , 12 percen t of the 27,500, with 9 pe rcen t 
coming from Rumania, Hungary, and Germany. The I t a l i a n - b o r n were only 4.7 
percent of the t o t a l and no o t h e r country was r e spons ib le f o r as many as 
3 pe r cen t . 

That most of these Europeans and t h e i r na t ive -bo rn descendants 
were Jewish i s i nd ica ted by the a n a l y s i s of the death c e r t i f i c a t e s i s sued 
during 1954 for white adu l t s (25 years old or o lder ) who had r e s ided on 
Coney I s l a n d ; 81 .5 percent of the c e r t i f i c a t e s ca l l ed f o r b u r i a l i n a Jewish 
cemetery. 

Residents of Puerto Rican o r i g i n were few in number. The small 
Negro colony had not even doubled i t s 1930 f i g u r e of 622 and was smal ler 
than i n 1940, when the re were 1,324 Negroes on the I s l a n d . These two 
groups, combined with the few of O r i e n t a l b i r t h or e x t r a c t i o n , c o n s t i t u t e d 
l e s s than two pe rcen t of the 1950 popu la t ion . 

1957 Census: The l o s s of 8.7 pe r cen t in the number of r e s i d e n t s 
appears to have been confined to the white r e s i d e n t s , al though the white 
group continued to predominate as the o f f i c i a l census data show: 

Popula t ion of Coney I s l a n d , by co lo r : 1957 
Percen t 

Color Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 74,711 100.0 
White 72,308 96.8 
Negro 2,263 3 .0 
Other nonwhite races 140 0 . 2 



148 

The o f f i c i a l f i g u r e s , however, do not r evea l the number of r e s i -
dents of Puer to Rican b i r t h or pa ren t age ; an e s t ima te , based on the school 
d a t a , i n d i c a t e s t h a t some 2,500 to 2,700 l ived on Coney I s l a n d by 1957. I f 
the maximum es t ima te be accep ted , and i f the 1950 d i s t r i b u t i o n by color i n 
t h i s community i s assumed to be v a l i d i n 1957, the white popu la t ion i s 
reduced to 93 .5 pe r cen t of the t o t a l , and the Negro popu la t ion to 2 .7 p e r -
c e n t , with the Puer to Ricans account ing f o r 3 .6 p e r c e n t , and the minor non-
whi te r aces f o r 0 . 2 p e r c e n t . Apparent ly , almost 10,500 white r e s i d e n t s l e f t 
the community in the i n t e r v a l from Apr i l 1950 to Apr i l 1957. 

The assumption t h a t some 270 nonwhite Puer to Ricans a re counted 
as Negro i n the 1957 Census da ta may be i n a c c u r a t e . But even i f the 1957 
Negro popu la t ion i s j u s t under 2,000 i n s t e a d of over 2,200, the i nc rea se 
over 1950 was approximately 80 p e r c e n t . Most of the Negroes were l i v i n g 
west of Ocean Parkway (H.A. 90.10 and 90 .20 ) . 

That t h i s community, though somewhat more d ive r se i n i t s r e l i g i o -
c u l t u r a l composit ion i n 1957 than i t was i n 1950, i s s t i l l h e a v i l y Jewish i s 
suggested by the presence of 17 Jewish synagogues, 3 Jewish p a r o c h i a l 
s choo l s , and a l so by the p l a n s f o r a new community cen t e r of the Associa ted 
YM-YWHA's of Grea t e r New York and the p lans of o t h e r Jewish c e n t e r s . Other 
whi te r e s i d e n t s , the Negroes and the Puer to Ricans a re served by 5 P r o t e s t a n t 
and 3 Roman C a t h o l i c churches . 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s : The a n a l y s i s of l i v e b i r t h s to mothers l i v i n g 
on Coney I s l a n d i n d i c a t e s an i n c r e a s e i n both the nonwhite and the Puer to 
Rican popu la t ion between 1952 and the more r ecen t yea r s . In 1952, 37 of the 
1,298 b i r t h s were to mothers born i n Puer to Rico and 68 were to nonwhite 
mothers , 2 .9 and 5 .2 pe rcen t of the t o t a l r e s p e c t i v e l y . In 1957 the 1,103 
b i r t h s inc luded 83 Puer to Rican and 112 nonwhite c h i l d r e n - 7 . 5 and 10.2 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 1958 brought a f u r t h e r r i s e in tihildren born to these 
groups , with 101 Puer to Rican and 149 nonwhite b i r t h s forming 9 . 2 and 13.6 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l of 1,097 b i r t h s . B i r t h s to white (non-Puer to Rican) 
mothers dec l ined from 91.9 pe rcen t i n 1952 to 82 .3 i n 1957 and to 77 .2 
p e r c e n t i n 1958. 

In 1950, most of the Puer to Ricans (122 of 196) l i ved i n Heal th 
Area 90.20, the s e c t i o n from Ocean Parkway to West 25th S t r e e t . And t h i s 
a rea accounted f o r t h r e e - f i f t h s of the Puer to Rican b i r t h s i n 1957 and f o r 
t w o - t h i r d s i n 1958. Only 5 Puer to Rican b i r t h s i n 1957 and 5 i n 1958 were 
to f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n pub l i c hous ing . 

School d a t a : The d i s t r i b u t i o n by c u l t u r a l group of the 9,097 
c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d i n the p u b l i c elementary and j u n i o r high schools 
l o c a t e d on Coney I s l a n d i n September 1957 shows 527 Negro, 5 .8 p e r c e n t , and 
579 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n , 6 . 4 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . The seven schools had 
9 ,333 p u p i l s i n October 1958 inc lud ing 600 Negro and 662 Puer to Rican 
c h i l d r e n , or 6 . 4 and 7 . 1 pe r cen t of the t o t a l . Most of the p u p i l s i n these 
m i n o r i t y groups a t tended schools l oca t ed i n Heal th Areas 90.10 and 90.20. 
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Because 4 of the schools on Coney I s l a n d a re p a r t of School D i s t r i c t 40 and 
3 a re p a r t of School D i s t r i c t 39, d i s t r i c t s which a lso serve Gravesend, i t 
i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t both Coney I s l a n d and Gravesend c h i l d r e n c ross the 
common boundary to a t t end schools i n the o t h e r community. 

About 15 pe rcen t of a l l c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d i n l o c a l schools a r e 
i n pa roch i a l s choo l s . In October 1958 about 1,620 c h i l d r e n a t t ended the one 
C a t h o l i c and t h r e e Jewish p a r o c h i a l schools on Coney I s l a n d . The C a t h o l i c 
school was found to have 10 Puer to Rican p u p i l s when the s p e c i a l census was 
taken by the Diocesan school a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n June 1959. I t seems r ea son -
ab le to assume t h a t the Jewish schools have no Puer to Rican s t u d e n t s . 
T h e r e f o r e , the 672 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g the l o c a l schools on the . 
I s l a n d r ep re sen t ed only 6 . 1 pe rcen t of 10,952 p u p i l s e n r o l l e d . 

Age groups 

Measured by the p r o p o r t i o n of the r e s i d e n t s who were 45 yea r s of 
age or o lde r i n 1957, Coney I s l a n d had the o l d e s t popu l a t i on of any communi-
t y i n Brooklyn. I t s percen tage of 42 .4 exceeded t h a t of F l a t b u s h - E a s t 
F la tbush (39.8) and Bay Ridge (39.1) - the communities where the age com-
p o s i t i o n was s i m i l a r . More than t h r e e - f i f t h s of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n was 30 
yea r s old or o l d e r i n these t h r e e communities. 

As the next t a b u l a t i o n shows, 13 .1 p e r c e n t of the Coney I s l a n d 
r e s i d e n t s were 65 years o ld or o l d e r . I n s t i t u t i o n s opened a f t e r 1950 a r e 
r e spons ib l e f o r perhaps 540 or 550 of the 9 ,804 i n the aged group i n 1957 
and f o r . t h i s small p a r t of the i n c r e a s e of a lmost 50 p e r c e n t between 1950 
and 1957. 

While Coney I s l a n d ' s pe rcen tages i n the age c a t e g o r i e s of 45-64 
yea r s and 65 yea r s and over a re cons ide rab ly above the borough-wide p e r c e n t -
ages of 24 .1 and 8 . 9 , the r eve r se i s t r u e f o r the younger g roups . This 
community with only 27.7 pe r cen t of i t s r e s i d e n t s under 2.0 y e a r s of age 
ranks seventeenth i n t h i s r e s p e c t ! with 10.5 p e r c e n t i n t h e i r twen t i e s and 
19.3 p e r c e n t , from 30 through 44 years of age, a l l t h r e e age groups a re we l l 
below the borough-wide f i g u r e s - 31 .0 , 13.7 and 22 .3 p e r c e n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Popu la t ion of Coney I s l a n d , by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

P e r c e n t Pe rcen t P e r c e n t 
Age qroup Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 81,816 100.0 74,711 100,0 - 8 . 7 

Under 6 yea r s 7,979 9 . 8 6 ,438 8 . 6 - 1 9 . 3 
6-13 years 8,156 10.0 8 ,924 11.9 9 . 4 
14-19 years 6 ,023 7 . 4 5,387 7 . 2 - 1 0 . 6 
20-24 years 6,260 7 . 6 3 ,731 5 .0 - 4 0 . 4 
25-29 years 6,262 7 . 6 4 ,123 5 . 5 - 3 4 . 2 
30-44 years 18,565 22.7 14,400 19.3 - 2 2 . 4 
45-64 years 22,020 26 .9 21,904 29 .3 - 0 . 5 
65 years and over 6,551 8 .0 9 ,804 13.1 49 .7 



Comparison of the 1950 and 1957 age d i s t r i b u t i o n s r e v e a l s t h a t the 
only age c a t e g o r i e s whose p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l was h ighe r i n 1957 were 
the 6 -13 y e a r - o l d s and those 45 yea r s o ld o r o l d e r . Only the school-age 
c h i l d r e n and the aged inc reased a b s o l u t e l y . The decreases among the p r e -
school c h i l d r e n , young a d u l t s i n t h e i r twen t i e s and those 30-44 years old 
were e s p e c i a l l y l a r g e and markedly l a r g e r than the changes i n these age 
groups i n the t o t a l Brooklyn p o p u l a t i o n . Even the decrease of 10.6 pe rcen t 
i n the teen-age group exceeded the borough decrease of 2 .0 p e r c e n t . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n ; Although the r a t i o of males to females of a l l 
ages was about the same f o r Coney I s l a n d as f o r Brooklyn as a whole, the 
male r a t i o was h i g h e r fo r every age group except the two groups from 30 
through 64 y e a r s . The excess of males among those 14 through 24 years i s 
q u i t e unusua l . 

Popu la t i on of Coney I s l a n d , by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females; 1950 and 1957 

1957 Census 1950 Census 
Males Males 

p e r 100 p e r 100 
Aqe qrouo Male Female females Male Female females 

Al l ages 40,270 41,546 96 .9 36,269 38,442 94 .3 

Under 6 years 4,141 3,838 107.9 3,312 3,126 106.0 
6-13 yea r s 4 ,295 3,861 111.2 4,583 4,341 105.6 
14-19 years 3,015 3,008 100.2 2,737 2,650 103.3 
20-24 years 3 ,125 3,135 99.7 1,949 1,782 109.4 
25-29 years 3,026 3,236 93 .5 2,040 2,083 97.9 
30-44 years 8 ,715 9,850 88 .5 6,595 7,805 84 .5 
45-64 years 10,746 11,274 95 .3 10,328 11,576 89.2 
65 yea r s and over 3,207 3,344 95.9 4,725 5,079 93.0 

Other popu la t i on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; 1950 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to judge the e f f e c t of the popu la t ion changes 
s ince 1950 upon the socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s revealed by the 1950 
Census. The exodus of so many whi te r e s i d e n t s - apparen t ly the younger 
a d u l t s and f a m i l i e s with young c h i l d r e n - and the aging of those who r e -
mained, combined with the i n - m i g r a t i o n of some Negroes and Puer to Ricans, 
may mean t h a t the 1950 data have l i t t l e v a l u e . The s a l i e n t f a c t s , however, 
o f f e r a background f o r eva lua t ing p o s s i b l e changes. 

Economic s t a t u s ; The income rece ived dur ing 1949 by the Coney 
I s l a n d f a m i l i e s i n a l l s e c t i o n s west of Coney I s l a n d Avenue was below the 
Brooklyn l e v e l as measured by the median income of $3,447. The neighbor-
hood known l o c a l l y as "Coney I s l a n d " (H.A. 90.20) was one of the 27 h e a l t h 
a r e a s i n Brooklyn where the median was below $3,000. I t was $2,786. 
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The Sea Gate end of the I s l a n d (H.A. 90.10) had a median of $3,342 and the 
small s e c t i o n from Coney I s l a n d Avenue to Ocean Parkway had a median of 
$3,351. Fami l ies in the area near Sheepshead Bay (H.A. 91.20) enjoyed h i g h e r 
incomes - a median of $4,075. 

The median income of the persons not l i v i n g i n fami ly groups 
va r i ed in a s i m i l a r f a s h i o n . The lowest f i g u r e , however, was found i n Heal th 
Area 90.10 - $625. The h i g h e s t - $1,636 - i n Heal th Area 91.20 was well 
above the Brooklyn median of $1,280. The o t h e r medians were $843 i n Heal th 
Area 90.20 and $1,233 i n Heal th Area 91.10. 

Educa t iona l l e v e l : 1 n comparison with the median of 8 .9 yea r s of 
formal school ing completed by a l l white a d u l t s i n the borough, most of Coney 
I s l a n d ' s whi te a d u l t s (25 years old or o lde r ) had completed - on the average -
from 8 .2 to 8 . 8 years of school . But i n Hea l th Area 91.20 where income was 
h i g h e s t the median was 11.5 y e a r s . 

Family groups: I n common with o t h e r Brooklyn communities, most of 
the popu la t ion l i v e d as members of a fami ly group. And most of the 23,530 
f a m i l i e s were husband-wife f a m i l i e s ; the marr ied couples numbered 21,815; 
only 1,715 o r 7 pe rcen t of the f a m i l i e s were composed of o t h e r r e l a t e d 
groups. Fewer than a thousand persons had t h e i r l i v i n g q u a r t e r s i n h o t e l s o r 
rooming houses ; a l l o t h e r s l i ved i n housekeeping apar tments . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e ; Although Coney I s l a n d conta ined only 2 . 9 p e r -
cent of the 1957 popu la t i on , about 2,476 c a s e s , or 5.7 pe r cen t of the 
Brooklyn "cases" ( f a m i l i e s or one-person cases) which r ece ived p u b l i c a s -
s i s t a n c e checks on March 2, 1959, l i ved i n Coney I s l a n d . Th i s , as noted 
elsewhere, i s a crude comparison and i f the Coney I s l a n d popu l a t i on has r i s e n 
s ince 1957 i t exaggera tes the f i n a n c i a l dependency. 

The f a m i l i e s or i n d i v i d u a l s r e c e i v i n g "home r e l i e f " (289 cases) ac -
counted f o r 5 . 5 pe r cen t of the Brooklyn t o t a l ; the 759 f a m i l i e s i n r e c e i p t 
of a id to dependent c h i l d r e n r e p r e s e n t e d 4 .9 p e r c e n t of such Brooklyn c a s e s . 
Most of the remaining 1,428 "cases" presumably were i n d i v i d u a l s r e c e i v i n g 
the s p e c i a l forms of a s s i s t a n c e - o ld -age , b l ind , and aid to the d i s a b l e d ; 
t h i s i s not s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of Coney I s l a n d ' s 
popu la t i on i n the upper age b r a c k e t s . The f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s of the o l d e r r e s i -
dents i s suggested by the f a c t t h a t 6 . 4 p e r c e n t of Brooklyn ' s s p e c i a l a s -
s i s t a n c e case load l i ved on the I s l a n d , a l though i t s 1957 p o p u l a t i o n 45-64 
years of age and 65 years and over amounted to over 3 . 5 and 4 . 2 p e r c e n t , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , of the borough t o t a l s i n these age groups . Most a s s i s t a n c e 
cases l i ved i n the s e c t i o n west of Ocean Parkway, with the g r e a t e s t concen-
t r a t i o n i n the a reas i n which the p u b l i c housing i s l o c a t e d . 

Heal th i n d i c e s : The h e a l t h a r ea s wi th the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of f i n a n -
c i a l dependency a l so had i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s above the borough l e v e l of 



25 .2 i n f a n t dea ths per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s during 1957. The r a t e was 30.3 i n 
Heal th Area 90.10 and 43.0 i n Heal th Area 90.20. Rates elsewhere were only 
13.8 and 19.4 per 1,000. 

The venerea l d i s ea se r a t e s i n Coney I s l a n d were a l l wel l below the 
Brooklyn r a t e of 308.4 cases newly repor ted during 1957, per 100,000 of the 
1957 p o p u l a t i o n . The r a t e s va r i ed from 68.5 i n the Sheepshead Bay s e c t i o n 
to 291.7 per 100,000 in Heal th Area 90.20. Tubercu los i s cases were few - 59 
known a c t i v e cases were r e g i s t e r e d with the Department of Heal th on December 
31, 1956 and only 39 on December 31, 1958. Preva lence r a t e s based on t h e 
1957 popu la t ion were 0.79 and 0 .52 per 1,000 i n comparison with borough 
r a t e s of 1.20 and 0 .98 on the d a t e s g iven . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

In 1951, when the r a t e of o f f i c i a l del inquency f o r the borough of 
Brooklyn was 14.7 cases per 1,000 of the ch i ld and youth popu la t i on 6-20 
yea r s of age, the Coney I s l a n d r a t e s were 3 .1 i n the e a s t e r n a reas but 16,7 
i n the western s e c t i o n . In 1957, when the borough r a t e was 33.4 per 1,000 
based on the 1957 c h i l d and youth popu la t ion , the r a t e s f o r Heal th Areas 
91.20 and 91.10 were 7 .0 and 21 .5 but much h igher i n the wes tern a reas - 43.9 
and 47 .0 . The 1958 cases , a l so based on the 1957 popu la t ion , were 4 . 3 and 
19.3 i n Heal th Areas 91.20 and 91.10 but 50 .5 and 50.3 i n Heal th Areas 90.10 
and 90 .20 . 

Housing 

The 1950 Census of Housing enumerated 28,965 dwel l ing u n i t s on the 
I s l a n d . The survey made f o r the C i t y Planning Department found a ne t i n -
c rease of 1,046 u n i t s by 1957-58 or 3 .6 p e r c e n t . This net change was the 
r e s u l t of an i n c r e a s e of 763 u n i t s i n Health Area 90.10 where pub l i c housing 
has been cons t ruc ted s ince 1950 and an a d d i t i o n of 642 u n i t s i n Heal th Area 
91 .10; e lsewhere , c h i e f l y i n Hea l th Area 91.20, the number of u n i t s was 
reduced. Demoli t ion of homes f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the p u b l i c housing 
p r o j e c t s des t royed fewer than 200 homes but the c lo s ing i n 1954 of the New 
York S t a t e p r o j e c t f o r v e t e r a n s - Manhattan Beach Houses - removed 1,139 
u n i t s . The two Housing Author i ty p r o j e c t s - Gravesend Houses opened i n 1954 
and Coney I s l a n d Houses opened to a few f a m i l i e s i n 1956 - added 1,168 a p a r t -
ments . When Luna Park Houses is completed another 1,576 u n i t s w i l l be a v a i l -
a b l e . 

Type of housing: 1955-56: Except f o r Luna Park Houses, the land 
use survey of 1955-56 presumably took the new pub l i c housing i n t o account . 
At t h a t t ime, one- fami ly houses occupied 41 pe r cen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s , 
with only a small p ropo r t i on of them being the a t t ached or row type . Another 
21 p e r c e n t of the land was devoted to two-family houses , whi le about 38 p e r -
cen t was used f o r m u l t i - f a m i l y dwe l l i ngs . 
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C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950; Since p u b l i c p r o j e c t s did not demolish 
any l a rge volume of housing i n use i n 1950 and t h e r e i s no evidence of much 
p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n , the only r a d i c a l change s ince 1950 a p p a r e n t l y has been 
the demol i t ion of the v e t e r a n s p r o j e c t and the a d d i t i o n of the new u n i t s i n 
Gravesend and Coney I s l a n d Houses. Undoubtedly some m o d i f i c a t i o n of t h e 1950 
housing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s must be assumed. 

The 1950 Census found t h a t 25,395 of the 28,965 dwel l ing u n i t s 
were occupied; over 4 ,200, or 16.7 p e r c e n t , were occupied by t h e i r owners. 
One- and two-family s t r u c t u r e s provided a s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n of the homes -
28.7 p e r c e n t . Overcrowding was more s e r i ous on Coney I s l a n d than i n any o t h e r 
Brooklyn community; 10.4 p e r c e n t of the households had more than 1 .5 persons 
pe r room. Furthermore, only two communities had h i g h e r r a t e s of subs tandard 
hous ing . In Coney I s l a n d , 18.5 pe rcen t of the homes were d i l a p i d a t e d or 
wi thout adequate t o i l e t o r ba th ing f a c i l i t i e s i n 1950. The p r o p o r t i o n i n 
Brooklyn H e i g h t s - F t . Greene was s l i g h t l y h i g h e r - 18.8 - and i n Bedford-
Stuyvesant - 19.0 p e r c e n t . 

P u b l i c housing; The two housing p r o j e c t s on Coney I s l a n d now i n 
use a re of r ecen t c o n s t r u c t i o n . Nei ther i s l a r g e ; the s i t e of the Federa l 
p r o j e c t i s but 12 .4 ac res and the s i t e of the Ci ty -sponsored p r o j e c t i s on ly 
6 .9 a c r e s . Gravesend Houses, i n the Sea Gate neighborhood on Gravesend Bay, 
had t enan t s e a r l y i n 1954. Coney I s l a n d Houses, on the A t l a n t i c Ocean f r o n t 
extending from Surf Avenue to the beach, con t a in s apar tments of 3J- to 5־f 
rooms f o r small and l a r g e r f a m i l i e s ; the f i r s t t e n a n t s moved i n dur ing 
October 1956. 

Luna Park Houses, a l s o f o r middle-income f a m i l i e s , i s c o n s i d e r a b l y 
l a r g e r than the o t h e r s ; p a r t of the 28 .5 - ac re s i t e former ly was occupied 
by Luna Park , the amusement c e n t e r . This p r o j e c t , a block from the ocean 
f r o n t , w i l l o f f e r apartments of from 2זי to 5f rooms, with each apar tment on 
a corner to secure a maximum view and v e n t i l a t i o n . Each of the b u i l d i n g s 
w i l l c o n s i s t of 4 s e p a r a t e wings l inked by a c e n t r a l screened c o r r i d o r ; each 
wing w i l l con ta in 4 apar tments . The p r e s e n t schedule provides f o r r e c e i v i n g 
the f i r s t occupants e a r l y i n 1960. The bas i c f a c t s about these t h r e e p r o j e c t s 
are given h e r e : 

1. Coney I s l a n d Houses - C i ty p r o j e c t , P a r t IV 

3028 West 29 S t r e e t (H.A. 90.10) 
S i t e : Surf Avenue to Boardwalk 

West 29 to West 32 S t r e e t s 
Completed January 1957; p a r t i a l l y occupied October 1956 
Dwelling u n i t s - 534; es t imated popu l a t i on - 1 ,928; persons 

pe r acre - 279; 5 bu i l d ings of 14 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $22.27 



2. Gravesend Houses - Federal project 

2793 West 33 S t r e e t (H.A. 90.10) 
S i t e : Neptune to Bayview Avenue, 

West 33 S t r e e t 
Completed June 1954 
Dwelling u n i t s - 634; es t imated popu la t ion - 2 ,375; 

persons per ac re - 191; 15 b u i l d i n g s of 7 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t pe r room on January 1, 1959 - $12.05 

3. Luna Park Houses - C i t y p r o j e c t - P a r t IV 

S i t e : West Eighth S t r e e t to S t i l l w e l l Avenue 
Neptune to Surf Avenues (H.A. 90.20) 

Under c o n s t r u c t i o n ; completion scheduled fo r e a r l y 1960 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1,576; es t imated popu la t i on - 5 ,895; 

pe rsons pe r acre - 207; 5 b u i l d i n g s of 20 s t o r i e s 

Other housing: A proposal f o r c l e a r i n g substandard housing and 
c o n s t r u c t i n g p r i v a t e l y - o p e r a t e d , l a r g e - s c a l e apartment houses f o r middle-
income f a m i l i e s has been under c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r some t ime. The James P e t e r 
Warbasse Houses, a coopera t ive p r o j e c t , to be cons t ruc ted under the S t a t e 
Redevelopment Companies Law, was proposed by the United Housing Foundation 
i n 1957. The C i t y Planning Commission reserved i t s dec i s ion i n August 1957 
because of c r i t i c i s m of the p a r t i a l tax-abatement f ׳ e a t u r e , but approved the 
p l ans on J u l y 16, 1958. A p r i v a t e b u i l d e r i n 1959, submitted another p lan 
f o r 5,184 coopera t ive and r e n t a l apar tments on about the same s i t e . A 
d e f i n i t e d e c i s i o n by the Board of Es t imate on the Warbasse Houses p lan i s 
now expected on October 8, 1959. 

The p l an proposed by the United Housing Foundation was f o r a 71-
acre s i t e bounded by Shore Parkway, West 5th S t r e e t , West Avenue, Ocean 
Parkway, Sea Breeze Avenue, Sheepshead Bay Road, West 8th S t r e e t and She l l 
Road. The e x i s t i n g housing on the s i t e was descr ibed as subs tandard . The 
b u i l d i n g p lans c a l l e d f o r 12 b u i l d i n g s of 20 s t o r i e s , con ta in ing 5,184 
apar tments varying i n s i z e from 2 to rooms, and covering 12 pe rcen t of 
the s i t e . The remaining acreage was to provide f o r an o f f - s t r e e t parking 
space f o r over 2,000 c a r s , r e t a i l shops, a garage and se rv ice s t a t i o n , an 
a rea f o r community f a c i l i t i e s and landscaped, r e c r e a t i o n a l a r e a s . 

The o r i g i n a l proposa l c a l l e d f o r a down payment of $600 a room 
and monthly ca r ry ing charges of $20 per room, per month, exc lus ive of 
u t i l i t i e s . Since then, the proposed maintenance charge has been r a i s e d to 
$23 to enable the payment of $26,956,800 i n C i ty taxes over the f i r s t 
twen ty - f i ve y e a r s , i n s t e a d of $16,500,000. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITŶ / 

Day Nurse r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Socia l agencies 

1. Brighton Beach Preschool 
(Operated by Associated YM-YWHA1s of Grea te r New York: Shore f ron t 
Jewish Community Center of Brooklyn: Brighton Beach Divis ion) 
1123 Brighton Beach Avenue 

2. Coney I s l and Child Care Center 
(Operated by Associated YM-YWHA's of Grea ter New York: Shore f ron t 
Jewish Community Center of Brooklyn) 
Gravesend Houses 
Building 12, 2757 West 33 S t r e e t 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

3. Coney I s l a n d Preschool 
(Operated by Associated YM-YWHA's of Grea te r New York: Shore f ron t 
Jewish Community Center of Brooklyn: Coney I s l and Divis ion) 
2912 West 31 S t r e e t 

Other ausp ices 

4 . The Coler idge School and Day Camp 
136 Coler idge S t r e e t , Manhattan Beach 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

5. Happyland Beach and Day School 
190 Exeter S t r e e t 

Preschool ch i ld ren 

1/ Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, al though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l im i t ed to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agencies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

1. Assoc ia ted YM-YWHA's of Grea te r New York: Shore f ron t Jewish 
Community Center of Brooklyn: 

Br ighton Beach Dvision 
1113 Br ighton Beach Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Game room, a r t s and c r a f t s shop, 6 c lub rooms, 
k i t c h e n , audi tor ium. Make use of f a c i l i t i e s of P .S . 195 
and the gymnasium a t P .S . 225. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Adult and youth c lubs , d ramat ics , music, a r t s 
and c r a f t s , home day camp, 
F r i endsh ip Club and Older Adult Lounge: Recrea t ion program 
f o r men and women over 60 from the Brighton Beach s e c t i o n . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a r t i e s , ho l iday c e l e b r a t i o n s , movies, 
speake r s , v a r i e t y programs, games, dancing, group s ing ing , 
d rama t i c s ; f r i e n d l y v i s i t s to i l l members. Meets Tuesdays 
from 1:30 to 4:00 p.m. except i n J u l y and August. 

Coney I s l a n d D i v i s i o n ^ / 
2912 West 31 S t r e e t 

F a c i l i t i e s : 6 c lub rooms, c r a f t room, k i t chen , woodwork shop, 
audi tor ium and use of P .S . 239. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Adult and youth c lubs , adu l t educa t ion , a d u l t 
forums, music, a r t s and c r a f t s , home day camp. 
Golden Age Club: Club groups f o r men and women 60 and over 
from Coney I s l and area from Seagate to Ocean Parkway -
c lub meet ings , p a r t i e s , t r i p s , s e rv i ce p r o j e c t s . Meets 
Tuesday and Thursday from 12 noon to 3:00 p .m. ; c losed from י 
mid-June to mid-October. 

2 . Blanche Shuldiner League Day Center f o r Older People 
(Sponsored by the Brooklyn Hebrew Home and Hosp i t a l f o r the Aged 
and the New York Ci ty Department of Welfare) 
Pa r she l sky P a v i l i o n 
2901 Boardwalk 

Serves men and women 65 and over from Brighton Beach, Coney 
I s l a n d and Seagate . I t i s i n t e r r a c i a l and n o n s e c t a r i a n . 
Program planned by members with s t a f f a s s i s t a n c e : open house, 
lunches and r e f r e shmen t s , p a r t i e s , a r t s and c r a f t s , d i s c u s -
s ions , c i t i z e n s h i p and language c l a s s e s , t r i p s , s e r v i c e 
p r o j e c t s , e t c . Meets Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. % 

2 / A new community cen te r i s being b u i l t by the Associa ted YM-YWHA's i n 
Coney I s l a n d a t 35 S t r e e t and Surf Avenue. I t i s expected t h a t t h i s 
w i l l serve more than 3,500 people r e g a r d l e s s of r a c e , co lo r o r creed 
( B e t t e r Times, March 27, 1959). I t w i l l have f a c i l i t i e s f o r age groups 
ranging from nursery school c h i l d r e n to the aged with s p e c i a l emphasis 
on r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s f o r o lde r a d u l t s . (Associa ted Y's Report , 
Spring 1959). 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

3. Brooklyn Pub l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both 
a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r weekly 
o r monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n the 
1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d below. 

Br ighton Beach Branch 
3051 Ocean Parkway 

Coney I s l a n d Branch 
1901 Mermaid Avenue 

P i c t u r e Book Hour f o r c h i l d r e n weekly - October through 
A p r i l j S tory Hour f o r c h i l d r e n monthly - October through 
A p r i l j Film Program f o r c h i l d r e n monthly - November through 
A p r i l . 

4 . Educat ion , Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educa t ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r s serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s i nc lude p a i n t i n g , d r a m a t i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s i ng ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Centers serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Cen te r s o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i ty Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They p rov ide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accep t c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Un i t s and community agenc ies and 
a l s o by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Abraham L ncoln High School: Evening Community Center 
Ocean Parkway and West Avenue 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings! swimming a v a i l a b l e . 

Gravesend Houses Community Center 
3146 Bayview Avenue 

Evening program, Monday through F r iday i n coope ra t i on with 
the New York C i t y Youth Board .3 / 

3 / The c e n t e r s subs id ized by the New York C i t y Youth Board accep t c h i l d r e n 
from t h e R e f e r r a l U n i t s and community agenc ies and a l s o by d i r e c t 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P .S . 80: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
2830 West 17 S t r e e t 

P .S . 100 Annex (Youthtown): F u l l - t i m e Community Cen t e r^ / 
3001 West F i r s t S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Fr iday 

P .S . 188: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
3314 Neptune Avenue 

.5/ P .S . 195: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ 
131 I rwin S t r e e t 

Open Wednesday evening, only . 

P .S . 225: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1075 Ocean View Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday . 

P .S . and J .H .S . 239: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
2401 Neptune Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday; 
a f t e r n o o n program a v a i l a b l e seven days a week (on Saturday 
and Sunday the hours are from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.) 

P .S . 253: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Oceanview Avenue between Brighton Six th and Seventh S t r e e t s 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday and Thursday. 

5. Golden Ring Club #4 
(Sponsored by Council of the Golden Ring Clubs) 
Workmen's C i r c l e Cu l tu r e Center 
189 Neptune Avenue 

Recrea t ion program f o r men and women of r e t i r e m e n t age; 
nonsec t a r i an ; Engl i sh and Yiddish a re spoken. Meets Monday 
and Thursday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

6/ 6. Pa rks , Department o f , C i ty of New York7־־ 

Coney I s l a n d Beach and Boardwalk 
West 37 S t r e e t to Corbin P lace 

Bathing beach, f i s h i n g (16th to 19th S t r e e t ) , October to May, 
b i c y c l i n g on the Boardwalk (except i n summer), d a i l y to 1:00 p.m; 
Sa turdays , Sundays and ho l idays to 11 a.m. 

4 / In a d d i t i o n to the usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s cen te r p rovides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 

5 / S e l f - s u s t a i n i n g program. 
6 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 

to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k inde rga r t en swings, 
l a r g e and k i n d e r g a r t e n s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame exe rc i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - continued 

Coney I s l and Beach and Boardwalk - continued 

Playground 
Brighton Second S t r e e t , Br ightwater Court to Boardwalk 

Basketbal l cour t and playground. 

Playground 
Surf Avenue, West 25 S t r e e t , West 27 S t r e e t and Boardwalk 

Handbal l , paddle t enn i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . 

Seaside Park 
Sea Breeze and Surf Avenues to Coney I s l a n d Beach from 
West Eighth S t r e e t to Ocean Parkway 

Seaside Park Playground 
North of Coney I s l a n d Concourse and West F i f t h S t r e e t 

Nine handbal l c o u r t s , playground. 

Aquarium Area 
West Eighth S t r e e t , Surf Avenue and West F i f t h S t r e e t , 
north of Boardwalk 

Open d a i l y . Summer hours - 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p .m. ; 
win ter - 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission - 90$ fo r 
a d u l t s , 45£ f o r ch i l d r en 5 through 16 yea r s and no 
charge fo r c h i l d r e n under 5 years of age. Parking f a c i l i t i e s 

Manhattan Beach Park 
East of Ocean Avenue between O r i e n t a l Boulevard and the A t l a n t i c 
Ocean. 

Bathing beach and bath houses, 2 c h i l d r e n ' s playgrounds, 
s o f t b a l l f i e l d . 

Leon S. Kaiser Playground 
North s ide of Neptune Avenue between West 24 and West 32 S t r e e t s , 
Bayview Avenue on the west . 

A t h l e t i c f i e l d with running t r ack ; concre te b l eache r s ; f o o t b a l l , 
soccer and 4 s o f t b a l l f i e l d s ; 2 baseba l l diamonds, 12 t e n n i s 
cou r t s ; locker f a c i l i t i e s ; 4 b a s k e t b a l l , 14 handba l l , paddle 
t e n n i s and shu f f l eboa rd c o u r t s ; outdoor dancing a rea ; i c e and 
r o l l e r ska t ing and r o l l e r hockey a r e a s ; f i e l d house with 
playrooms, playground with wading poo l . F ishing a l l year 
from w a t e r f r o n t promenade a t Neptune Avenue and West 23 S t r e e t . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground ad jacen t to Coney I s l and Houses 
Pub l ic beach between West 29 and 32 S t r e e t s , north of Boardwalk 

Playground; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and shuf f l eboa rd Gourts. 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 
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Playground and A t h l e t i c F i e l d a d j a c e n t to William Grady 
Vocat ional High School 
Shore Parkway between Br ighton Third S t r e e t and 
Br ighton Fourth Road 

A t h l e t i c f i e l d , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l 
c o u r t s , p layground. Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

7 , Seagate Youth A c t i v i t i e s Committee 
Congregat ion Kneses I s r a e l of Seagate 
3803 Nau t i lu s Avenue 

Recrea t ion and groupwork f o r neighborhood teenagers -
evenings except Fr iday a t the Synagogue Center and/or 
the Seagate A s s o c i a t i o n H a l l . Al l a c t i v i t i e s w i l l l a t e r be 
cen tered i n the C o n g r e g a t i o n s new Community House being 
cons t ruc t ed a t Surf Avenue and 37 S t r e e t . 

8 . Temple Beth El of Manhattan Beach 
111 West End Avenue 

I n a d d i t i o n to a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e i r own membership, 
a neighborhood teenage program i s conducted. 

9 . Young I s r a e l of Br ighton Beach 
236 Neptune Avenue 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
i nc lud ing c lubs , s cou t s , e t c . Saturday a f t e rnoon s t o r y -
t e l l i n g and s ing ing f o r c h i l d r e n under s i x yea r s . 

10. Young I s r a e l of Coney I s l a n d 
2801 Surf Avenue 

See above f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

Other vo lun t a ry agencies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo ls , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . Ca tho l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 yea r -o lds e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c churches , 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary 
from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l s o 
e x i s t i n s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Se rv i ces 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Child Heal th S t a t i o n 
561 Neptune Avenue 

Mental Heal th Se rv i ces 
None 
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Other C l i n i c s 

7 / Hospi ta l •^ c l i n i c s 

None 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schoo l s : 
P .S . 188, 3314 Neptune Avenue 
P .S . 225, 1075 Ocean View Avenue ( a t Brighton 13 S t r e e t ) 
P .S . 100, 2951 West Third S t r e e t 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family Se rv i ce , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
. P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 

Bergen and Sixth Avenues 
Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i ty of New York 
Borough Hal l Welfare Center 
330 J ay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical arid d e n t a l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d 
and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

7 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the I n t r o d u c -
t i o n . 

8 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be l oca t ed w i t h i n the a r e a . 

9 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e r v i n g 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 80 
2830 West 17 Street 

20 Public School 100 
2951 West 3 Street 

3. Public School 188 
331U Neptune Avenue 

ho Public School 195 
131 Irwin Street 

5. Public School 225 
1075 Ocean View Avenue 

60 Public School and Junior High School 239 
21101 Neptune Avenue 

7. Public School 253 
Ocean View Avenue, Brighton 6 and 7 Streets 

B, PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

Our Lady of Solace Parish School 
2876 West 17 Street 

Jewish 

1. Beth Jacob of Brighton 
201!U Coney Island Avenue 

2, Yeshivah of Brighton 
293 Neptune Avenue 

3• Yeshivah Shaare Zedek 
2301 Mermaid Avenue 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

1. Coney Island Apostolic Church of Christ (Assemblies of God) 
2769 St i l lwe l l Avenue 

2. First Baptist Church of Coney Island 
2828 West 17 Street 

3. Mt. Olive (Church of God in Christ) 
U56 Neptune Avenue 

U. Naomi A.M.E. Zion Church 
2986 West Second Street 

5. St, Paul (UL) Church 
278U West Fifth Street 

Bo ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1• Guardian Angel R.C. Church 
2978 Ocean Parkway 

2, Our Lady of Solace R.C. Church 
1717 Mermaid Avenue 

3. St, Margaret Mary R.C, Church 
215 Exeter Street 
Manhattan Beach 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Agudath Achim Anshei Emeth 
2971 West Third Street 

2. Congregation Agudath Hachasidim Anshe Chabad 
287U West 32- Street 

3. Congregation Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol 
2916 West 25 Street 

it. Beth Medresh Machzikie Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
2860 West 31' Street 

5. Chevra Bikur Cholim of Coney Island (Orthodox) 
2955 West 31 Street 



164 

C. SYNAGOGUES AMD TEMPLES - continued 

6, Congregation B'nai Israel of Manhattan Beach (Orthodox) 
Manhattan Beach Jewish Center 
60 West End Avenue 

7• Congregation Bnei Yechiel Ashkenazi (Orthodox) 
320 Brighton Beach Avenue 

8, Hebrew Alliance of Brighton by the Sea (Orthodox) 
2915 Brighton Sixth Street 

9. Jewish Center of Brighton Beach (Orthodox) 
2915 Ocean Parkway 

10. Congregation Kneses Israel of Sea Gate (Orthodox) 
3803 Nautilus Avenue 

11. Congregation of the New Brighton Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
184 Brighton 11 Street 

12. Seagate Sisterhood and Talmud Torah (Orthodox) 
2301 Mermaid Avenue 

13. Temple Beth El of Manhattan Beach (Conservative) 
111 West End Avenue 

14. Yeshiva of Brighton & Mesivta Avrohom Zvi (Orthodox) 
293 Neptune Avenue 

15. Yeshiva Sharei Zedek (Orthodox) 
2876 West 23 Street 

16. Young Israel of Brighton Beach, Inc. (Orthodox) 
236 Neptune Avenue 

17• Young Israel of Coney Island (Orthodox) 
2801 Surf Avenue 



FLATBUSH-EAST FLATBUSH 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

The names Fla tbush and Eas t F la tbush have been a t t r i b u t e d i n t h i s 
r e p o r t to the t e r r i t o r y i n the c e n t e r of Brooklyn which extends from Crown 
Heigh t s on the nor th to the s e c t i o n c a l l e d Midwood-Flatlands on the s o u t h . 
The nor thern boundary i s i r r e g u l a r because of the s t r ange shape of Heal th 
Area 48; i t extends from Ocean Avenue across L e f f e r t s Avenue, except between 
Nostrand and Albany Avenues, to Eas t 91 S t r e e t . On the e a s t , t he boundary 
with Brownsvi l le and Canars ie fo l lows East 91 S t r e e t and Remsen Avenue to 
Church Avenue and then Ralph Avenue to Avenue I . The border on the south i s 
Avenue I , except f o r a sho r t d i s t a n c e between Eas t 17 S t r e e t and Ocean P a r k -
way where i t i s Avenue H. On the west the l i n e fo l lows the e a s t e r n and 
s o u t h e a s t e r n boundary of P rospec t Park to Coney I s l a n d Avenue and t h a t Avenue 
to Fos t e r Avenue where a small t r i a n g l e bounded by Fos t e r Avenue, Ocean 
Parkway and Avenue H i s i nc luded . The h e a l t h a r ea s inc luded a r e 53.20, 54, 
55 .10 , 55.20, 72 .10 , 72 .20 , 74.10 and 74 .20 . 

F l a tbush , the e a r l y township, o r i g i n a l l y inc luded the ex t ens ive 
area which became the s e p a r a t e town of New Lots i n 1852. Subsequent ly 
F la tbush township inc luded only the v i l l a g e of F la tbush and the v i l l a g e s of 
Kensington, P a r k v i l l e and Windsor Te r r ace . The v i l l a g e of Kensington, 
l oca t ed between Church Avenue and Cortelyou Road, i s the only one of t h e 
e a r l y v i l l a g e s wholly w i th in the community desc r ibed h e r e . I n h i s s tudy of 
Brooklyn Communities, B a l l o n i / decided not to a t t r i b u t e the gene r i c terra 
"F la tbush" to any community; he d i s t r i b u t e d the t e r r i t o r y under d i s c u s s i o n 
he re between t h r e e neighborhoods which he named Kensington, Eas t F la tbush and 
Midwood. 

According to the n i n e t e e n t h century h i s t o r i e s of the Town of 
F l a t b u s h , the Dutch s e t t l e d t h i s p o r t i o n of Brooklyn about 1630. 2 / The names 
Midwood and F la tbush a t t r i b u t e d to t h i s genera l a rea d e r i v e from the Dutch 
words meaning f l a t land i n a densely-wooded a r e a . The Dutch bought the land 
from the Canars ie Ind ians and Governor-General P e t e r S tuyvesant gave the 
s e t t l e m e n t l e g a l sanc t ion i n 1652. Wyckoff House, a Dutch c o t t a g e of oaken 
t imber s , be l i eved to be the f i r s t house b u i l t on Long I s l a n d by white men 
( i n 1637) i s now owned and occupied by a Greek-American and h i s w i f e . 3 / The 
F la tbush Reformed Church was founded by the Dutch i n 1654. 

1 / Brooklyn Neighborhoods, by H e r b e r t T J . Ba l lon , 1942. 
2 / The Hear t of F la tbush (Brooklyn) , P r o t e s t a n t Council of the C i t y of New 

York, August 1954. 
3 / The New York Times, January 14, 1959. 
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I n 1670 an Engl ish Governor bought the land from the Rockaway 
Ind i ans who a l so claimed t h i s a r e a , and throughout the e a r l y h i s t o r y both 
Dutch and Engl ish c o l o n i s t s mainta ined s e t t l e m e n t s . The s t r e e t s named f o r 
the owners of the l a r g e farm houses b u i l t during the pe r iod when Fla tbush 
was an i s o l a t e d farming community r e f l e c t both Dutch and Engl ish fami ly names. 
Erasmus H a l l , now a pub l i c high school , was founded as a p r e p a r a t o r y school 
i n 1786 by a group of c o n t r i b u t o r s who inc luded Alexander Hamilton, Aaron 
Burr and John V a n d e r b i l t . 2 / 

Late i n the n ine teen th cen tu ry , t h i s community, the wes tern p o r t i o n 
i n p a r t i c u l a r , developed as a suburban community of l a rge homes surrounded 
i n most cases by r a t h e r spacious lawns and gardens, on roads h e a v i l y shaded 
by many t r e e s . I t i s r epor ted t h a t the r e s i d e n t i a l development was the con-
sequence of the township ' s c o n s o l i d a t i o n with Brooklyn i n 1894 and the r e -
s u i t i n g i n c r e a s e i n taxes which led to the subd iv i s ion of farms and e s t a t e s . 
The growth of the popu la t ion was made p o s s i b l e by the opening of the 
Br ighton Beach subway l i n e i n 1904, and the ex tens ion of the I . R . T . subway 
to Nostrand Avenue i n 1912.2/ Urban iza t ion began a f t e r the f i r s t World War 
when small s t o r e s with apartments above them r a p i d l y replaced the l a r g e 
p r i v a t e homes on the main thoroughfa res - F l a tbush , Bedford, Nostrand, 
Rogers and Church Avenues. H i g h - r e n t a l apar tments , smal le r p r i v a t e homes and 
rows of s i n g l e and two-family houses were cons t ruc t ed ; i n f a c t , every type of 
housing has been in t roduced s ince the 1920 ' s . Most r e c e n t l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 
b u i l d i n g i n the wes te rn or "Fla tbush" s e c t i o n apparen t ly has been conf ined to 
apartment houses of many u n i t s . The Eas t F la tbush neighborhood grew r a p i d l y 
during the 1930 ' s , with the c o n s t r u c t i o n of many one- or two-family houses . 
Rental housing appears to be more and more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s e c t i o n west 
of F la tbush Avenue, but e a s t of the Avenue and south of Clarendon Road, 
owner-occupancy has been on the i n c r e a s e . 

This community extends over 3 ,275 a c r e s , ranking t h i r d i n gross 
t e r r i t o r y among the twenty communities. Only Midwood-Flatlands (which i n -
e ludes Marine Park , Floyd Bennett F i e ld and many of the i s l a n d s i n Jamaica Bay) 
and Eas t New York cover more a c r e s , t h e l o c a l ' s t r e e t s , ' K i n g s 1 H i g h w a y and the 
major t ho roughfa re s , deducted 1,362 ac res f o r t r a f f i c m 1955-56, leaving a 
t o t a l of 1,913 f o r o the r community purposes . 

Land use ; P r i m a r i l y , t h i s i s a r e s i d e n t i a l community, with a l l 
o t h e r forms of land use account ing f o r l e s s than 32 pe r cen t of the 1,913 net 
a c r e s . When the land use survey was made i n 1955-56, approximately 170 
ac res ( 8 . 9 pe rcen t of the space a v a i l a b l e ) were vacan t , al though 9 . 6 ac re s 
were i n use as l i c e n s e d parking l o t s . Several small parks and the outdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s occupied a very small p r o p o r t i o n of the land - 22 
a c r e s , or 1 .2 p e r c e n t . Since the Bay Ridge Div i s ion of the Long I s l a n d R a i l -
road t r a v e r s e s the southern and e a s t e r n a r e a s , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 
took a somewhat l a r g e r share - 45 a c r e s , o r 2 . 3 p e r c e n t . 

Commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s were not n e g l i g i b l e ; the 149 
ac res so used amounted to 7 .8 p e r c e n t of the community's net acreage and 
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to 4 . 3 pe rcen t of a l l the land i n the borough devoted to t h i s form of u t i -
l i z a t i o n . Only s i x Brooklyn communities conta ined a l a r g e r number of a c r e s 
used f o r commerce or i n d u s t r y . 

F la tbush has become one of the two major shopping c e n t e r s i n 
Brooklyn; the branch of Macy's department s t o r e , the Sears Roebuck r e t a i l 
c e n t e r and s eve ra l chain s t o r e s serve r e s i d e n t s from many s e c t i o n s of 
Brooklyn. F la tbush Avenue i s l i n e d with r e t a i l shops, o f f i c e s , and o t h e r 
bus ines s e s t ab l i shmen t s , many with two f loo r s or a par tments above them. 
Church Avenue, Nostrand, Rogers and Bedford Avenues and o t h e r s a r e impor tan t 
bus ines s s t r e e t s . The commercial e n t e r p r i s e s absorb 36 p e r c e n t of the 149 
a c r e s . Automobile s to rage and s e r v i c e s occupied 28 pe r cen t of the bus ines s 
space , warehouses, nea r ly 10 p e r c e n t and i n d u s t r y , 26 p e r c e n t . The i n d u s t r i -
a l , warehouse and s to rage p l a n t s were found c h i e f l y i n Eas t F la tbush - the 
s o u t h e a s t e r n s e c t i o n (H.A. 74.20) from Albany to Ralph Avenues, south of 
Clarendon Road and a d j a c e n t to Canars ie and the F l a t l a n d s a rea and near the 
Paerdega t Bas in . 

Land devoted to the Brooklyn S t a t e H o s p i t a l , 11 nurs ing homes and 
o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s , to Brooklyn Col lege and schoo l s , to p o l i c e and f i r e 
s t a t i o n s , l i b r a r i e s , churches , synagogues, and o t h e r community f a c i l i t i e s , 
p lu s the l a r g e area taken fo r Holy Cross Cemetery, accounted f o r almost 220 
ac r e s o r 11.5 p e r c e n t of the ne t ac reage . In a d d i t i o n to the 26 p u b l i c and 
p a r o c h i a l schools of e lementary and j u n i o r high g rade , t h e r e a re t h r e e l a r g e 
high schools - Erasmus, Midwood and Ti lden and some 60 churches and syna-
gogues. 

Desp i te the u t i l i z a t i o n of 606 ac r e s f o r o t h e r community pu rposes , 
r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r s of a l l types - from the l a r g e s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses wi th 
t h e i r lawns and gardens to the l a r g e apartment houses - occupied 1,307 a c r e s 
or more than two- th i rd s (68 .3 pe rcen t ) of the land area e x c l u s i v e of the 
s t r e e t s and highways i n 1955-56. Third among the communities i n t o t a l a c r e -
age, t h i s F la tbush area l eads a l l the o t h e r s i n r e s i d e n t i a l ac reage ; i n 
f a c t , i t s space devoted to homes exceeds by almost 165 ac res the r e s i d e n t i a l 
acreage of i t s n e a r e s t compet i tor on t h i s score - Midwood-Flat lands. 

Popu la t ion dens i t y ; Since about 71 p e r c e n t of the r e s i d e n t i a l 
space was occupied by one- and two-family houses , the p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y , 
based on the 1957 popu l a t i on , was not p a r t i c u l a r l y high - 182.9 persons p e r 
r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e . This average ranks the community t w e l f t h - between 
Borough Park-Kensington with a d e n s i t y f i g u r e of 186.3 and E a s t New York 
where the d e n s i t y was 181.8. 

Popu la t ion s i z e 

This l a r g e s e c t i o n i n the c e n t e r of Brooklyn ranks second among 
the communities i n popu la t i on s i z e , with a 1957 p o p u l a t i o n of 239,104, o r 
9 .2 p e r c e n t of the borough 's i n h a b i t a n t s . Because of i t s e x t e n s i v e r e s i -
d e n t i a l space, not the d e n s i t y of i t s p o p u l a t i o n , F l a t b u s h - E a s t F l a t b u s h ' s 
popu l a t i on was only 13,900 below t h a t of the d e n s e l y - s e t t l e d Bedford-
Stuyvesant community. 
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The metamorphosis of t h i s q u i e t suburban community with unde-
veloped a r ea s began around 1920 when the genera l movement to the more o u t -
ly ing p o r t i o n s of the borough began. By 1930, only the more southern and 
e a s t e r n s e c t i o n s were s t i l l s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d ; the popu la t ion had r i s e n to 
171,996 and the community ranked f i f t h i n s i z e , with more r e s i d e n t s than 
Bensonhurst and almost as many as Eas t New York. 

The decade of the t h i r t i e s saw the major i n f l u x - some 46,000 
pe r sons . The 1940 popu la t ion of 218,087 was about 27 pe rcen t above the 1930 
l e v e l and F la tbush , i n one decade, had r i s e n from f i f t h to second p l a c e . 
Growth was l e s s r ap id in the 1940 's but F la tbush r e t a i n e d i t s second p lace 
ranking when another 21,600 r e s i d e n t s - a r i s e of 10 pe rcen t - brought the 
1950 popu la t i on to 239,669. The popu la t i on expansion - 39 pe r cen t - i n the 
two decades from 1930 to 1950 a p p a r e n t l y was h a l t e d , a t l e a s t t empora r i ly , 
i n the e a r l y 1950 ' s . The 1957 Census counted about 500-600 fewer r e s i d e n t s . 

C u l t u r a l groups 

The popu la t i on growth of the 1930 to 1950 per iod modif ied the 
c u l t u r a l composit ion of the F la tbush neighborhoods. Many f a m i l i e s moving 
i n t o the area dur ing the f i r s t twenty yea r s of the twen t ie th cen tu ry were 
P r o t e s t a n t s , as were the e a r l y Dutch and Engl ish s e t t l e r s ; most of the 
P r o t e s t a n t churches we're founded during the l a t e 1890 's and the e a r l y 1900 ' s . 
The Ca tho l i c group probably was then a minor i ty but Holy Cross , a l o c a l 
p a r i s h church, i s one of the o l d e s t Roman Ca tho l i c churches i n Brooklyn. A 
Negro community has ex i s t ed f o r many years i n the s e c t i o n s near Crown 
Heights and Brownsvi l le but some Negroes were found i n a l l a r ea s as e a r l y 
as 1930. The growth in the number of Jewish f a m i l i e s i s r epor t ed to have 
s t a r t e d around 1920. For the most p a r t , the heavy i n - m i g r a t i o n dur ing the 
1930 to 1950 pe r iod i s sa id to have brought i n na t ive -born Jewish f a m i l i e s , 
descendants of immigrants from E a s t e r n Europe; t h e i r p a r e n t s o r g randparen ts 
may have moved from the Lower Eas t Side of Manhattan to Williamsburg or 
Brownsvi l le . In 1950, however, as i n d i c a t e d below, f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n r e s i -
d e n t s , t h a t i s ^pe r sons of Eas t e rn European b i r t h , were a s u b s t a n t i a l 
m ino r i t y ; of course , they were not a l l of the Jewish f a i t h . 

1950 Census: The composit ion of the popu la t ion i n 1950 shows 
t h a t most of the Fla tbush r e s i d e n t s were na t i ve whi tes born w i th in the 
Con t inen ta l Uni ted S t a t e s . But the fo re ign -bo rn whi tes c o n s t i t u t e d a f i f t h 
of the t o t a l ; almost a t h i r d of the 47,700 i n t h i s group had come from 
Russia and more than 30 pe rcen t from Poland, Aus t r i a and o the r ! a s t e r n 
European c o u n t r i e s . Those of I t a l i a n b i r t h c o n s t i t u t e d only 9 pe rcen t and 
thos,6 of I r i s h b i r t h , 8 p e r c e n t , with those from the United Kingdom and 
Canada account ing f o r another 9 . 5 p e r c e n t . Some of the fo re ign -bo rn 
whites may have been p a t i e n t s i n the S t a t e H o s p i t a l , the Jewish Chronic 
Disease Hosp i t a l or i n the e leven p r o p r i e t a r y nurs ing homes, who had no 
o the r permanent r e s i d e n c e . 
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For t h i s community, the a n a l y s i s by cemetery of b u r i a l of the 
dea th c e r t i f i c a t e s i s sued dur ing 1954 f o r whi te a d u l t s 25 y e a r s o ld or o l d e r 
showed t h a t 40 pe r cen t provided f o r b u r i a l i n a Jewish cemetery. This p r o -
p o r t i o n may have been i n f l u e n c e d to some ex t en t by the i n s t i t u t i o n a l , 
p o s s i b l y non-indigenoi׳ , popu l a t i on which was about 4,500 i n 1950. 

Popu la t ion of F l a tbush -Eas t F l a tbush , 
by c u l t u r a l group; 1950 

Pe rcen t 
C u l t u r a l qroup Number of t o t a l 

Al l c l a s s e s 239,669 100.0 

Con t inen t a l na t ive whi te 189,435 79.0 
Fore ign-born white 47,723 19.9 
Puer to Rican 376 0 . 2 
Negro 1,900 0 . 8 
Other nonwhite races 235 0 . 1 

1957 Census; The p o p u l a t i o n l o s s s ince 1950 i n d i c a t e d by the 
1957 Census was n e g l i g i b l e - 565 pe r sons . But some s h i f t i n g of c u l t u r a l 
groups did occur a l though the community remained p reponde ran t ly whi te of 
n a t i v e o r European background. Because of the small numbers i nvo lved , the 
pe rcen tage i n c r e a s e i n the Negro r e s i d e n t s was l a r g e - 55 p e r c e n t - but 
t h i s r e p r e s e n t s on ly a thousand persons and even the 1957 f i g u r e c o n s t i t u t e d 
l i t t l e more than one pe rcen t of the p o p u l a t i o n . Other nonwhites , who may 
be Chinese, J apanese , o t h e r s from the O r i e n t , or American I n d i a n s , a l s o i n -
creased i n number and i n t h e i r p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l . 

Popu la t ion of F l a tbush -Eas t F l a t b u s h , 
by co lo r ; 1957 

Pe rcen t 
Color Number of t o t a l 

A l l c l a s s e s 239,104 100.0 

White 235,748 98.6 
Negro 2 ,944 1 .2 
Other nonwhite r aces 412 0 . 2 

Although the P r o t e s t a n t C o u n c i l ' s s tudy of 1954=׳ d i s cus sed a 
"Negro ghe t to" i n the neighborhood from Erasmus S t r e e t to Bever ly Road, 
between Bedford and Nostrand Avenues and the c h i e f c o n c e n t r a t i o n i s s t i l l 
nor th of Church Avenue, over 300 l ived i n the s o u t h e a s t e r n Hea l th Area 
74.20 i n 1957 compared with about 60 i n Apr i l 1950; p o s s i b l y Glenwood 
Houses, completed i n J u l y 1950, may be p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e . C e r t a i n l y the 
slow growth i n the number of Negro r e s i d e n t s from 1,140 i n 1930 to 1 ,663 
i n 1940 and to 1,900 i n 1950 was a c c e l e r a t e d dur ing the 1950 to 1957 p e r i o d . 
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By the method used i n t h i s r e p o r t , a generous es t imate of the 
Puer to Rican popu l a t i on i n the F la tbush -Eas t F la tbush community by 1957 i s 
from 750 to 800. This may be an ove res t ima te , caused by c h i l d r e n from the 
a d j a c e n t Brownsvil le community a t t e n d i n g the Holy Cross Pa r i sh School on 
Church Avenue and some of the pub l i c schoo ls . I f the es t imate of 800 be 
accep ted , the d i s t r i b u t i o n by c u l t u r a l group would be modified very s l i g h t l y 
as fo l lows : White - 98 .3 p e r c e n t ; Puer to Rican - 0 . 3 pe rcen t ; Negro - 1 .2 
p e r c e n t ; and o the r nonwhite - 0 . 2 p e r c e n t . Apparent ly the white popu la t ion 
decreased by 2 ,100-2,000 between 1950 and 1957. 

The r e l i g i o u s congrega t ions l i s t e d i n Sec t ion IV as loca t ed in 
t h i s community a t t e s t to the d i v e r s i t y of the r e l i g i o - c u l t u r a l composit ion 
of the popu l a t i on . The ex i s t ence of 30 P r o t e s t a n t churches i s not an 
index of the number of P r o t e s t a n t r e s i d e n t s today; i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t i s 
p a r t l y a r e f l e c t i o n of the days when most of the popu la t ion was P r o t e s t a n t 
and p a r t l y the consequence of the g r e a t v a r i e t y of P r o t e s t a n t denominations. 
The study made f o r the th ree Lutheran churches2/ found evidence t h a t many 
P r o t e s t a n t r e s i d e n t s have been and a re being rep laced by Jewish and Ca tho l i c 
r e s i d e n t s . The seven Ca tho l i c p a r i s h e s main ta in 6 pa roch ia l s choo l s . 

The 24 synagogues - i nc lud ing the Jewish Centers which suggest 
the second and t h i r d gene ra t ion f a m i l i e s - obvious ly r e f l e c t the l a rge 
Jewish popu l a t i on . The new Jewish community c e n t e r which w i l l r ep l ace the 
e x i s t i n g bu i ld ing of the Eas t F la tbush YM & YWHA i s to be loca ted on the 
corner of Church and Remsen Avenues; t h i s i s t e c h n i c a l l y ou t s i de the 
community but the cen t e r w i l l serve the Fla tbush a r e a s . 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s : The s u b s t a n t i a l growth i n the nonwhite popula-
t i o n from 1950 to 1957 i s r e f l e c t e d i n the sharp r i s e in the number of non-
whi te i n f a n t s born to r e s i d e n t f a m i l i e s . In 1952, the 55 nonwhite b i r t h s 
amounted to only 1 .2 pe rcen t of the t o t a l of 4,454 b i r t h s . But the non-
white c h i l d r e n born to f a m i l i e s i n t h i s community rose to 133 i n 1957 and 
to 159 i n 1958; i n these l a t e r yea r s nonwhite b i r t h s formed 3 .1 and 3.9 
p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

The b i r t h s to Puer to Rican mothers show l i t t l e change dur ing the 
1952-1958 p e r i o d . In the e a r l i e r yea r , 15 c h i l d r e n , 0 . 3 pe rcen t of a l l the 
c h i l d r e n born, had mothers born i n Puer to Rico. The Puer to Rican b i r t h s 
numbered 20 i n each of the l a t e r yea r s - c o n s t i t u t i n g only 0 . 5 pe rcen t of 
the t o t a l of 4,335 b i r t h s i n 1957 and of the t o t a l of 4,103 b i r t h s in 1958. 
The Puer to Rican b i r t h s were not concen t ra ted in any s e c t i o n of the 
community but a high p r o p o r t i o n of the nonwhite b i r t h s i n a l l yea r s were 
to mothers l i v i n g in Heal th Areas 53.20 and 54. 

School d a t a : The enrolment data by " e t h n i c " group f o r the 
p u b l i c elementary and j u n i o r high schools loca ted i n the F la tbush communi-
ty i n d i c a t e very modest i n c r e a s e s i n the number of Negro and Puer to Rican 
c h i l d r e n between 1957 and 1958 and confirm the assumption t h a t both groups 
cont inue to be a very low p r o p o r t i o n of the popu l a t i on . In September 1957, 
the 429 Negro and 80 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n r e g i s t e r e d , f o r m e d 2 .0 and 0 . 4 
p e r c e n t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , of the 21,242 c h i l d r e n e n r o l l e d . 
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The October 1958 r e g i s t r a t i o n in the p u b l i c schools - 20,382 -
inc luded 507 Negro and 88 Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n , or 2 . 5 and 0 . 4 pe r cen t of 
the t o t a l . About 6,950 c h i l d r e n a t t ended the 6 C a t h o l i c p a r o c h i a l schools 
l oca t ed w i t h i n the community;^the survey of June 1959 found 80 Puer to Rican 
c h i l d r e n i n the C a t h o l i c s choo l s . Some of the Jewish c h i l d r e n presumably 
a t t ended the one Hebrew school i n the area or nearby schools i n Brownsvi l le 
or o t h e r a d j a c e n t communities. I t i s obvious t h a t the Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n 
a r e a small p ropo r t i on of a l l c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g the l o c a l schoo l s , a l though 
i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t some a t t e n d schools i n a d j a c e n t communities - Crown 
Heights o r Brownsvi l le fo r i n s t a n c e . 

Age groups 

The age p a t t e r n of t h i s community p l a c e s i t among the t h r e e 
" o l d e s t " i n Brooklyn. A t h i r d of the borough 's 1957 p o p u l a t i o n was 45 yea r s 
of age or o l d e r . In eleven of the twenty communities, the p r o p o r t i o n of 
the r e s i d e n t s i n t h i s ca tegory exceeded o n e - t h i r d , but Coney I s l a n d had 
42 .4 pe rcen t of i t s 1957 popu la t i on i n these o l d e r groups and F l a t b u s h -
Eas t F l a tbush , 39.8 p e r c e n t . Bay Ridge, with 39 .1 p e r c e n t , i s t h i r d i n 
t h i s r e s p e c t . These th ree a re the only communities to have t h r e e - f i f t h s 
or more of t h e i r 1957 r e s i d e n t s 30 years of age o r o l d e r . 

Popu la t ion of F l a tbush -Eas t F l a tbush , by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t Pe rcen t P e r c e n t 
Aqe qroup Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 239,669 100.0 239,104 100.0 - 0 . 2 

Under 6 years 23,170 9 .7 20,309 8 . 5 - 1 2 . 3 
6-13 years 23,070 9 . 6 25,973 10.9 12.6 
14-19 yea r s 14,903 6 .2 16,678 7 .0 11.9 
20-24 years 16,041 6 .7 13,558 5 .7 - 1 5 . 5 
25-29 years 17,653 7 . 4 16,114 6 .7 - 8 .7 
30-44 years 61,164 25 .5 51,198 21.4 - 1 6 . 3 
45-64 years 63,475 26 .5 71,008 29.7 11.9 
65 years and over 20,193 8 . 4 24,266 10.1 20 .2 

The comparison of the 1957 age d i s t r i b u t i o n with the 1950 d i s t r i -
bu t ion r e v e a l s s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e s i n the number and p r o p o r t i o n of the 
middle-aged and the aged, while a d u l t s from 30 through 44 yea r s decreased 
16 pe r cen t i n number and from 25 .5 to 21.4 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . Table 7a 
b r ings out the concen t r a t i on of the o l d e r r e s i d e n t s i n t h i s community i n 
1957. With 9 . 2 pe rcen t of the Brooklyn p o p u l a t i o n , i t had 11 .3 p e r c e n t of 
a l l Brooklyn r e s i d e n t s from 45 through 64 years of age and 10.5 p e r c e n t of 
a l l those 65 yea r s old and ove r . 

F l a tbush , on the o t h e r hand, ( a s Table 7a a l so i n d i c a t e s ) had l e s s 
than i t s proper share of r e s i d e n t s i n the age c l a s s e s under 45 years of age 
i n 1957. I t ranked l a s t among the communities i n the p r o p o r t i o n which i t s 
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c h i l d r e n and youth formed of a l l r e s i d e n t s - 26 .4 percen t - i n comparison 
with the 38.5 p e r c e n t i n t h i s age group found i n the top - rank ing , a d j a c e n t 
Canars ie (Table 7b) . This 1957 Fla tbush p ropo r t i on a c t u a l l y r e s u l t s from 
two d i v e r s e , unusual movements from 1950 to 1957 - a s i z a b l e r educ t i on i n 
the p re - schoo l and an unusual i n c r e a s e i n the teen-age group (14-19 y e a r s ) . 
Brooklyn as a whole had a loss of 2 pe rcen t i n the l a t t e r ca tegory , with 14 
communities exper ienc ing decreases of from 0 .9 to 11.3 p e r c e n t . Like 
F l a t b u s h , the t h r e e growing s o u t h e a s t e r n communities (Midwood-Flatlands, 
Canars ie and Sheepshead Bay) and two downtown communities where l a r g e pub l i c 
housing p r o j e c t s a re loca ted gained i n t h e i r teen-age popu la t ion . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n : In 1957 the g i r l s and women were the predominant 
sex except among the c h i l d r e n under 14 years of age. The male r a t i o s i n 
t h i s community except among those under 14 years of age and those 25-29 years 
o ld a re below the borough-wide r a t i o s . 

Popu la t ion of F l a tbush -Eas t F la tbush , by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males Males 

pe r 100 per 100 
Aqe qroup Male Female females Male Female females 

Al l ages 112,946 126,723 89.1 112,191 126,913 88 .4 

Under 6 years 11,896 11,274 105.5 10,373 9,936 104.4 
6-13 years 11,689 11,381 102.7 13,230 12,743 103.8 
14-19 years 7,236 7,667 94.4 8,106 8,572 94.6 
20-24 years 7,294 8,747 83.4 5,948 7,610 78 .2 
25-29 years 8,182 9 ,471 86 .4 7,862 8,252 95 .3 
30-44 years 27,783 33,381 83 .2 22,838 28,360 80 .5 
45-64 years 30,495 32,980 92 .5 33,531 37,477 89.5 
65 years and over 8,373 11,820 70.8 10,303 13,963 73 .8 

Other popu la t ion c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

Economic s t a t u s : This F la tbush area i s more homogeneous economi-
c a l l y than most Brooklyn communities. The family income l e v e l i n 1949 was 
d e f i n i t e l y above the Brooklyn l e v e l as expressed i n a borough median of 
$3,447. The lowest median in t h i s a rea was $3,999 f o r Health Area 55.20, the 
s e c t i o n around the Holy Cross Cemetery. The medians i n a d j a c e n t h e a l t h 
a r e a s (74 .10 , 54, 55.10 and 74.20) were $4,080, $4,081, $4,301 and $4,520. 
The small area a d j o i n i n g Prospec t Park (53.20) had a median of $4,478 and the 
s e c t i o n west of F la tbush Avenue (H.A. 72,10 and 72.20) had medians of $4,456 
and $4,798. About 25 pe rcen t of the 68,445 f a m i l i e s had incomes of l e s s 
than $3,000, 35 p e r c e n t were i n the $3,000 to $4,999 c l a s s , and 40 pe rcen t 
i n the $5,000 or over ca tegory . I n the l a t t e r group, were 4,890 f a m i l i e s 
with incomes of $10,000 or more. 
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I n comparison with the borough median income of $1,280 f o r a d u l t s 
not l i v i n g i n fami ly groups, the medians f o r seven of these e i g h t h e a l t h 
a reas ranged from $1,476 i n Heal th Area 55.10, where the Brooklyn S t a t e 
H o s p i t a l i s l o c a t e d , to $2,000 i n Heal th Area 74 .10 . The e igh th area (H.A. 
55.20) had a lower median - $1 ,156. 

Educat iona l l e v e l : The l e v e l of formal school ing completed by 
whi te a d u l t s 25 yea r s o ld or o l d e r was cons ide rab ly h i g h e r i n t h i s community 
than the median f o r a l l Brooklyn - 8 . 9 y e a r s . I n Heal th Areas 55.10 and 
55.20 (where Brooklyn S t a t e H o s p i t a l i s l o c a t e and the fo r e ign born l i v e d 
i n s u b s t a n t i a l numbers) the medians were 9 .8 and 9 .7 y e a r s . Elsewhere, the 
range was from 10.9 to 12.2 y e a r s . 

Family groups: The t o t a l popu la t ion of over 239,000 persons i n 
1950 inc luded 4,488 inmates of i n s t i t u t i o n s and 11,895 persons 14 y e a r s of 
age o r o lde r l i v i n g alone o r with n o n r e l a t i v e s . Over 223,000 l i v e d as 
members of the 68,445 f a m i l i e s - about 3 .3 persons pe r f ami ly . Almost 91 
pe r cen t of the f a m i l i e s - 62,060 - inc luded a husband and w i f e . Cons ider ing 
t h a t almost 35 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t s were 45 years of age o r over a t the 
t ime, t h i s i s a f a i r l y high p r o p o r t i o n of marr ied coup les . Only 1,954 p e r -
sons l i v e d i n rooming houses o r as employees i n i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e : On March 2, 1959, the d a t e f o r which a n a l y s i s 
by h e a l t h area of r e s idence i s a v a i l a b l e f o r p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e c a s e s , only 
2 . 4 pe r cen t of a l l the Brooklyn cases r e c e i v i n g checks l i ved i n F l a t b u s h -
East F la tbush . The rough comparison with the f a c t t h a t 9 . 2 p e r c e n t of 
Brooklyn ' s popu la t ion l i v e s i n t h i s community i s more s a t i s f a c t o r y i n t h i s 
i n s t a n c e than i n most. The t o t a l number of cases was 1,032 but t h i s i n -
eluded but 39 home r e l i e f cases - and these may be e i t h e r f a m i l i e s or 
i n d i v i d u a l s - and only 131 f a m i l i e s on aid to dependent c h i l d r e n . The r e -
maining 862 cases , i n most i n s t a n c e s , were i n d i v i d u a l s on the o ld -age o r 
b l i nd a s s i s t a n c e r o l l s or i n r e c e i p t of a id to the d i s a b l e d . I n A p r i l 1957 
F la tbush -Eas t F la tbush had 24,266 r e s i d e n t s who were 65 years o ld o r o l d e r 
or 10.5 p e r c e n t of the borough 's popu la t ion i n t h i s age group) p robab ly , 
the number was h ighe r two years l a t e r . 

Heal th i n d i c e s : The i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s i n t h i s 0©mmunity i n 
1957 were below the Brooklyn r a t e of 25.2 dea ths pe r 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s i n 
a l l ibut one of the e i g h t h e a l t h a r e a s - 55.20; i n t h a t s e c t i o n t h e r a t e was 
32 .1 . In four h e a l t h a reas (55 .10 , 54, 72.10 and 74.10) the r a t e s were 
16.3 , 18.6 , 20 .2 and 21 .2 pe r 1 ,000. Rates e lsewhere va r i ed from 6 . 1 to 11.9 
per 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s . 

The inc idence of venerea l d i s ease was low i n r e l a t i o n to the 
Brooklyn r a t e of 308.4 cases newly repor ted dur ing 1957 pe r 100,000 of the 
1957 p o p u l a t i o n . Only 140 new cases r ע e s i d e n t i n t h i s community were r e -
por ted dur ing 1957. The r a t e s f o r the i n d i v i d u a l h e a l t h a r ea s ranged from 
22.9 (H.A. 74.20) to 87 .6 (H.A. 72.10) pe r 100,000. 

4 / The Brooklyn r a t e i s i n f l u e n c e d by very high r a t e s i n c e r t a i n ne ighbor -
hoods and i s t y p i c a l of very few of the 118 h e a l t h a r e a s . 
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Tubercu los i s prevalence r a t e s a l so were low i n comparison with the 
borough-wide r a t e s . Based on the known a c t i v e cases r e g i s t e r e d with the 
Department of Heal th on December 31 of 1956 and of 1958, r e l a t e d to the 1957 
popu la t i on , Brooklyn had r a t e s of 1.20 and 0 .98 per 1,000 popu l a t i on . The 
r a t e s f o r t h i s F la tbush area were 0 .47 and 0 .38 per 1,000. 

Delinquency r a t e s 

The Youth Board ' s 1957 and 1958 o f f i c i a l delinquency r a t e s i n d i -
ca t e a lower inc idence i n the F la tbush a reas than the "norm" e s t a b l i s h e d by 
the composite borough r a t e s of 33 .4 and 41.2 cases per 1,000 of the 1957 
c h i l d and youth p o p u l a t i o n . The l o c a l r a t e s i n 1957 ranged from 10.6 to 
19 .2 , with an excep t iona l r a t e of 27 .0 i n Heal th Area 54. 1958 r a t e s 
ranged from 15.0 to 19.9 i n s i x a reas but were 26 .3 in Heal th Area 74.10 
and 31.0 in Heal th Area 54. Such s l i g h t changes may have l i t t l e s i g n i f i -
cance or r e s u l t from popu la t ion s h i f t s . In 1951, the r a t e s based on the 
1950 popu la t ion 6-20 years of age were lower, ranging from 1.9 to 10.5 per 
1,000, except i n Heal th Area 54 where the r a t e of 14.7 was i d e n t i c a l with 
Brooklyn ' s 1951 r a t e . 

Housing 

The years fo l lowing 1950 brought a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n the 
volume of housing i n t h i s community. Every s e c t i o n has acquired a d d i t i o n a l 
dwell ing u n i t s but a l a r g e share of the new housing i s in the sou theas t e rn 
s e c t i o n - e a s t of F la tbush Avenue and south of Clarendon Road where the 
popu la t ion rose from 1950 to 1957. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of apartment bu i l d ings - many of the luxury type -
which c h a r a c t e r i z e d the 1930 's cont inued during the post-war p e r i o d . One 
l a r g e development occupied i n 1952 - Vanderveer E s t a t e s - i s e a s t of F la tbush 
Avenue, i n the area bounded by Newkirk, New York, Fos t e r , Nostrand and 
Brooklyn Avenues; i t s 59 bu i ld ings of 6 s t o r i e s con ta in 2,496 apartments 
wi th an es t imated popu la t i on of 7 ,500 . Fu r the r e a s t , the p u b l i c , middle-
income p r o j e c t - Glenwood Houses - had been completed e a r l y i n 1950. A 
q u i t e d i f f e r e n t housing development i s the coopera t ive sponsored by the 
Amalgamated Meat C u t t e r s and Butcher Workmen i n the n o r t h e a s t e r n s e c t i o n 
near Brownsvi l le - The Harry S i l v e r s Apartments. This p r o j e c t , completed 
i n 1953, p rovides 288 homes i n 3 b u i l d i n g s of 6 s t o r i e s ; i t covers the 
e n t i r e block from Ut ica to Schenectady Avenues, from Midwood S t r e e t to 
Rutland Road. 

The Census of Housing enumerated 74,829 dwell ing u n i t s i n 1950. 
This count, no doubt, i nc ludes Glenwood Houses which was p a r t i a l l y occupied 
by October 1949. I f some of the b u i l d i n g s of Vanderveer E s t a t e s were c lose 
to complet ion, t h e i r u n i t s probably were counted. The survey made f o r the 
C i t y Planning Department, which i nc l udes u n i t s i n the e a r l i e r s t ages of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , enumerated 80,310 u n i t s i n 1955-56 and 81,634 i n 1957-58. 
This i n d i c a t e s an i n c r e a s e of 6 ,805 u n i t s " i n be ing , " even i f a l l were not 
ready fo r t e n a n t s , between 1950 and 1957-58 - a r i s e of 9 p e r c e n t . Many of 
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the a d d i t i o n a l homes (2,926 u n i t s or 43 pe r cen t of the 6,805) were found i n 
the sou theas t e rn s e c t i o n (H.A. 74.10 and 74 .20 ) . 

Type of housing: 1955-56: The land use inven to ry of 1955-56 which 
must have covered most , i f not a l l , the 80,310 homes then i n e x i s t e n c e showed 
t h a t 617 ac res or 47 pe rcen t of the r e s i d e n t i a l ac re s were s t i l l occupied by 
one - f ami ly homes; the l a r g e , suburban- type homes wi th lawns and gardens s t i l l 
a r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of many Fla tbush s t r e e t s while sma l l e r , newer homes a re 
found e lsewhere . Detached one - fami ly houses were found on 346 a c r e s , whi le 
the s i n g l e - f a m i l y row houses of some s e c t i o n s covered 271 a c r e s . The two-
fami ly houses accounted f o r 308 a c r e s , 24 p e r c e n t , and the m u l t i - f a r a i l y 
dwel l ings f o r 29 p e r c e n t , or 382 of the 1,307 r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s . 

Because the inven to ry d e s c r i b e s the type of housing i n terms of 
a c r e s and the Census or Housing r e p o r t s by number of dwel l ing u n i t s , i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t to gauge the degree to which the 1950 c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , g iven below, 
may be considered as d e s c r i p t i v e of c u r r e n t c o n d i t i o n s . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: Some 98 pe r cen t of the 74,829 dwel l ing 
u n i t s a v a i l a b l e i n 1950 were occupied. Home ownership i n t h i s F la tbush a rea 
was near the mid-po in t on the s c a l e e s t a b l i s h e d by the Brooklyn communities 
with 23 .1 pe rcen t of the homes occupied by t h e i r owners. Brooklyn H e i g h t s -
F t . Greene had the lowest p r o p o r t i o n - 8 . 6 p e r c e n t - of owner-occupied homes 
and Sheepshead Bay and Midwood-Flatlands the h i g h e s t - 43 .3 and 44 .4 p e r c e n t . 

I n 1950, about o n e - t h i r d (33 .7 pe rcen t ) of the homes i n use were 
i n one- and two-family s t r u c t u r e s . This p r o p o r t i o n must be somewhat lower 
i n 1959 even though such homes occupied 71 p e r c e n t of the land a rea i n 
1955-56. The Census i n d i c a t e d t h a t some 2 .9 p e r c e n t of the dwel l ing u n i t s 
were overcrowded (over 1 .5 persons pe r room) and t h a t 948 u n i t s o r 1 . 3 p e r -
cen t were subs tandard . 

Pub l i c housing: The New York C i ty Housing Au tho r i ty o p e r a t e s a 
middle-income p r o j e c t - Glenwood Houses - l oca t ed i n the s o u t h e a s t e r n corner 
of t h i s community, where East F l a tbush , Canars ie and the F l a t l a n d s s e c t i o n s 
meet. Some of the apar tments were opened f o r t e n a n t s i n October 1949 and 
by Apr i l 1950, 596 f a m i l i e s were i n r e s idence but a l l b u i l d i n g s were not 
completed u n t i l J u l y 14, 1950. The day c e n t e r f o r c h i l d r e n i s ope ra t ed by a 
p a r e n t s ' coopera t ive and a n o n - s e c t a r i a n , i n t e r r a c i a l group work program f o r 
a l l age groups i s opera ted by the Glenwood Community Cen te r . The s t andard 
d e s c r i p t i o n i s as fo l lows : 

Glenwood Houses - C i ty p r o j e c t , P a r t I I I 

1660 Ralph Avenue (H.A. 74.20) 
S i t e : Fa r ragu t Road to Avenue H and Glenwood Road 

East 56 S t r e e t to Ralph Avenue 
Completed J u l y 1950 
Dwelling u n i t s - 1 ,188; es t imated p o p u l a t i o n - 4 ,274; 

persons pe r acre - 191; 20 b u i l d i n g s of 6 s t o r i e s 
Average monthly r e n t per room on January 1, 1959 - $18.72 



SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY^ 

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

1. Eas t F la tbush "Y" Preschool 
Assoc ia ted YM-YWHA's of Grea te r New York 
868 Winthrop S t r e e t 

Other ausp ices 

2. Brooklyn Col lege , Ea r ly Childhood Center 
Bedford Avenue and Avenue H 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

3. C h i l d r e n ' s Colony Nursery School 
931 Eas t 48 S t r e e t 

4. Glenwood Nursery School I n c . (Cooperat ive) 
Glenwood Houses 
5703 Avenue H 

5. Ivy P lay School 
68 Woodruff Avenue 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

6. Newkirk Cooperat ive Nursery School 
868 Eas t 7 S t r e e t 

7 . Vanderveer Nursery School 
1404 Brooklyn Avenue 

8. The Wilde School 
156 Clarkson Avenue 

Preschool c h i l d r e n 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, a l though se rv i ce 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted e lsewhere . 
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1. Assoc ia ted YM-YWHA's of Grea te r New York: Eas t F la tbush Young 
Men's and Young Women's Hebrew A s s o c i a t i o n . 2 / 
868 Winthrop S t r e e t (Also Extens ion Center a t Harry S i l v e r 
Cooperat ive Apartments, Ut ica Avenue and Rutland Road) 

F a c i l i t i e s : Lounge, a r t s and c r a f t s workshop, 4 meeting 
rooms, k i t chen ; use of p u b l i c school gymnasium. 
A c t i v i t i e s : A f t e r - s c h o o l program and modern dance c l a s s e s 
f o r c h i l d r e n 6 to 12 y e a r s , teenage c lubs 9r>d lounge , a r t e 
and c r a f t s , d r ama t i c s , f o l k and square dancing f o r t e e n a g e r s , 
young a d u l t s and a d u l t s , a d u l t d i s c u s s i o n groups , summer day 
camp. Golden age program. 

2 . Brooklyn Pub l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r weekly o r 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n the 
1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d . 

Clarendon Branch 
2036 No s t rand Avenue 

F la tbush Branch 
22 Linden Boulevard 

Preschool program f o r mothers and f o r c h i l d r e n - monthly; 
Grea t Books Di scuss ion Group - monthly; Henry George School 
of Soc ia l Science - weekly from February to June . 
Senior C i t i z e n s (Sponsored by the Brooklyn P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
and the Department of Wel fa re ) : Adult educa t ion c l a s s e s , 
s h o r t s t o r y read ing and d i s c u s s i o n , s p e c i a l even t s i n c l u d i n g 
gues t speakers , f i l m s , fo lk and s o c i a l dancing, a r t c l a s s e s , 
g lee c lub , Engl i sh c l a s s e s , s o c i a l s , community s e r v i c e 
p r o j e c t s . Meets Monday through Fr iday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Rugby Branch 
1000 Ut ica Avenue 

3. C a t h o l i c Guild f o r the Bl ind: S t . Jerome Center 
2900 Newkirk Avenue 

Dramatic workshop, d i s c u s s i o n groups , hobby c l u b s , t r i p s 
and p a r t i e s . 

2 / A new two-s to ry community c e n t e r i s to be b u i l t a t the corner of 
Church and Remsen Avenues, j u s t w i t h i n the boundar ies of the Browns-
v i l l e a rea as de f ined i n t h i s r e p o r t . 
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4. East F la tbush Jewish Community Center 
661 Linden Boulevard 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, audi tor ium, 10 c lub rooms, game 
room, l i b r a r y . 
A c t i v i t i e s : Adult and youth c lubs , music, phys i ca l educa t ion , 
a d u l t forums, a r t s and c r a f t s , d ramat ics , p u b l i c a t i o n , 
a d u l t educa t ion , g lee c lub , photography, scout t r oops , 
c l a s s e s i n Engl ish and c i t i z e n s h i p . 

5. Educat ion, Board o f , C i ty of New York: Bureau of Community Education 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cente rs serve c h i l d r e n of elementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat ics , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing, q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l events . 

Evening Community Centers serve t eenagers and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Centers ope ra t ing i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Un i t s and community agenc ies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n , 

Erasmus H a l l : . Evening Community Center•^/ 
911 F la tbush Avenue 

Open Monday through Thursday evenings . 

Midwood High School: Evening Community Center 
Bedford Avenue, East 26 S t r e e t and Glenwood Road 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 

Samuel J . T i lden High School: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ / 
5800 T i lden Avenue ( a t 57 S t r e e t ) 

Open Monday through Fr iday and a l so Saturday and Sunday 
a f t e r n o o n s f o r a s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g program. Swimming a v a i l a b l e . 

3 / I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s cen t e r provides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 
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P.S . 92: Evening Community Cen te r , 3/a f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
601 Pa rks ide Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 135: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ / A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
684 Linden Boulevard 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and F r iday . 
o / 

F.S . 139: evening Community C e n t e r , • ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1315 Cortelyou Road 

Evening c e n t e r open Tuesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 152: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
2310 Glenwood Road 

P .S . 181: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1023 New York Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 208: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Avenue D from Eas t 48 to Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Monday through Thursday 

P .S . 217: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Cc-nter•^/ 
Newkirk and Coney I s l a n d Avenues 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

J . H . S . 232: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Winthrop S t r e e t between Eas t 52 and Eas t 53 S t r e e t s 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 235: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Lenox Road and Eas t 39 S t r e e t 

Evening c e n t e r open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and F r i d a y . 

P .S . 244: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
T i lden Avenue and Eas t 54 S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and F r i d a y . 

J . H . S . 246: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
72 Veronica P lace 

P .S . 249: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Caton Avenue and Rugby Road 

Evening c e n t e r open Fr iday and Sa tu rday . 

P .S . 251: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ / 
1037 Eas t 54 S t r e e t ( a t Avenue I ) 

Open Monday, Thursday and F r iday , 
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P.S . 268; A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
133 Eas t 53 S t r e e t 

P .S . 269: Evening Community Cen te r^ / 
1957 Nostrand Avenue 

Open Tuesday, Thursday and Fr iday , 

P .S . 285: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Beverly Road and East 59 S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Wednesday and Fr iday . 

6. F la tbush Boys' Club 
2245 Bedford Avenue 

Rec rea t ion program f o r boys over seven years of age. Game 
rooms, c lubs , music, a r t s and c r a f t s , movies, gym, swimming 
poo l , woodworking, model a i r p l a n e s , t r i p s , playground a c t i -
v i t i e s . P lay school f o r boys from 7 to 13 years i n Ju ly and 
August . 

7 . Glenwood Community Cente r , I n c . 
Glenwood Houses 
5816 Fa r ragu t Road 

Group work and r e c r e a t i o n s e r v i c e s f o r a l l ages and f o r 
a d u l t muscular d y s t r o p h i e s - dance and music c l a s s e s , s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t groups. Evening program i n coopera t ion with Board 
of Educat ion. 
Golden Age Club f o r men and women, 50 years and over ; 
i n t e r r a c i a l ; n o n s e c t a r i a n . Engl i sh , Yiddish, I t a l i a n and 
Spanish spoken. Meets Monday and Tuesday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
and Wednesday from 8:00 to 10:30 p.m. Closed J u l y and August. 

8 . Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New Y o r k j / 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 92 
Winthrop S t r e e t to Pa rks ide Avenue between Bedford and 
Rogers Avenues. 

Playground, b a s k e t b a l l and handbal l c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 269 
F o s t e r and Nostrand Avenues 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

4 / In d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a rge and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame exe rc i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool o r a shower spray and a comfort s t a t i o n . 



181 Flatbush-East Flatbush 

Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

Paerdega t Park Playground 
Albany and Fos t e r Avenues, Fa r ragu t Road and East 40 S t r e e t 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , i c e s k a t i n g a r e a , 
b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and paddle t e n n i s c o u r t s . R e c r e a t i o n 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
T i l d e n Avenue, East 48 and Eas t 49 S t r e e t s 

S o f t b a l l diamond, b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s , playground. 
Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Avenue D between Eas t 56 and 57 S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l diamond, b a s k e t b a l l 
and handba l l c o u r t s . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Kings Highway, Avenue H and East 49 S t r e e t 

C h i l d r e n ' s playground 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 251 
Eas t 54 and 55 S t r e e t s between Avenue H and Avenue I 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l diamond, h a n d b a l l , 
b a s k e t b a l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to Glenwood Houses 
Ralph Avenue and Fa r r agu t Road 

Playground with wading pool , s o f t b a l l diamond; b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; i c e ska t ing a r e a . 
R e c r e a t i o n l e a d e r s h i p . 

9 . Redeemer Lutheran Church and Lutheran Soc i a l Se rv i ces of 
Met ropo l i t an New York 
Ditmas Avenue and Eas t 22 S t r e e t 

Group work program f o r c h i l d r e n 4-12 years of age on Fr iday 
a f t e r n o o n s from 3:15 to 4:45 p.m. 
Redeemer Senior C i t i z e n s p rov ides a r e c r e a t i o n a l program f o r 
men and women 60 years of age and over from the F la tbush 
a r e a . The program i s nonsec t a r i an and i n t e r r a c i a l . Meets 
Mondays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. except i n J u l y and August. 

10. Reformed P r o t e s t a n t Dutch Church of F la tbush 
890 F la tbush Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude a l a r g e , wel l -equipped gymnasium, c lub and 
game rooms and audi to r ium. I n season , have s eve ra l boys ' and 
g i r l s ' b a s k e t b a l l teams t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e i n the F la tbush "Y" 
Church League, have a f u l l scou t ing program, a J u n i o r and Sen io r 
High Group t h a t meets Sunday evenings f o r an i n s p i r a t i o n a l program 
and through the week f o r r e c r e a t i o n , a Young Adult Group, a Bus i -
ness and P r o f e s s i o n a l Women's Group t h a t meets twice a month, a 
group of women from the community meet weekly f o r Red Cross work. 
These groups a re open to church members and a l so to o t h e r s . The 
gymnasium i s used by the YMCA and o t h e r groups f o r dances as 
wel l as s p o r t s . 
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11. S t . Mark 's Methodist Church 
Ocean Avenue and Beverly Road 

In season have b a s k e t b a l l teams t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
F la tbush "Y" Church League! gym i s used by the "Y" fo r 
b a s k e t b a l l games and Hi -Y ' s have dances t h e r e . During p a s t 
yea r , Mothers ' Club has sponsored square dances t h a t were 
open to the neighborhood. A Married Couples ' Club i s open 
to o t h e r than church members. In J u l y a Dai ly Vacation 
Bib le School i s conducted h e r e , w i t h e igh t churches i n the 
area coopera t ing . Hol ly Dance a t Christmas season f o r young 
people home f o r h o l i d a y s . Other church o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 
teenagers- and "young adu l t s " e t c . , a re almost e n t i r e l y 
f o r church members. 

12. S t . S t e p h e n ' s Evange l i ca l Lutheran Church 
2800 Newkirk Avenue 

Fu l l scout ing program, a Drum and Bugle Corps, scout mothers ' 
a u x i l i a r y ; s eve ra l b a s k e t b a l l teams i n Fla tbush "Y" Church 
League. A "Mr. and Mrs. Club" meeting once a month on 
Saturday evening and a young a d u l t group, the "Amity Club", 
meeting two Sunday evenings a month have a l i m i t e d number of 
nonchurch members. Dai ly Vacat ion Bible School i s conducted 
i n summer. 

13. Congregat ion Shaar i I s r a e l 
810 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

Youth and a d u l t c l u b s , a d u l t forum, d ramat ics , music. 

14. Congregat ion Shaare Torah Community Center 
East 21 S t r e e t and Albemarle Road 

A l a r g e community c e n t e r bu i ld ing with a c t i v i t i e s fo r a l l 
ages . 

15. Temple Beth Emeth of F la tbush 
83 Marlborough Road 

Community house used by youth and a d u l t groups - audi tor ium 
s t a g e , lounge, s e v e r a l c l a s s rooms, k i t c h e n . 

16. Vanderveer Community Volun tee rs : Senior Folks of the Vanderveer 
Community 
1404 Brooklyn Avenue 

Recrea t ion f o r men and women, 60 yea r s of age and over ; i n t e r -
r a c i a l ; n o n s e c t a r i a n . Engl i sh , Yiddish and I t a l i a n a re spoken. 
Meets Monday through Fr iday from 1:00 to 5:00 p .m. . 

17. Young I s r a e l of P rospec t Park 
74 Linden Boulevard 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 years of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
inc lud ing c lubs , s c o u t s , e t c . Saturday a f t e r n o o n s t o r y -
t e l l i n g and s ing ing f o r c h i l d r e n under s ix y e a r s . 
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18. Young I s r a e l of Rugby 
438 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

See Young I s r a e l of P rospec t Park f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

19. Young I s r a e l of Vanderveer Park 
2034 Nostrand Avenue 

See Young I s r a e l of P rospec t Park f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

20. Young Men's C h r i s t i a n Assoc i a t i on of Grea te r New York: 
F la tbush Branch 
1520 Fla tbush Avenue ( a t Nostrand Avenue) 

A c t i v i t i e s every a f t e r n o o n and Saturdays during school year 
and a day camp dur ing the summer. Sponsor Church B a s k e t b a l l 
League. Gra-Y, J u n i o r Hi-Y and Hi-Y groups and o t h e r groups meet 
a t Branch which has f i v e meeting rooms, a game room and a 
k i t c h e n . A main room i s used f o r dances, d i n n e r s , e t c . 
Young a d u l t a c t i v i t i e s a re conducted j o i n t l y with the Y.W. 
i n the evenings a t t h i s l o c a t i o n . Among a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h i s 
group a re indoor g o l f , t e n n i s i n s t r u c t i o n , " s l i m n a s t i c s " f o r 
women. 

Other vo lun ta ry agenc ies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scou t s , the Boy Scouts and 
the P u b l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo l s , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc i e s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ i za t i on a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c churches , 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary 
from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t i n seve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Serv ices 

None 

Mental Heal th Se rv ices 

Brooklyn College of the Col lege of the Ci ty of New York: 
Educa t iona l C l i n i c 
Bedford Avenue and Avenue H 

Prov ides p s y c h i a t r i c , p e d i a t r i c , p sycho log ica l and s o c i a l 
work s e r v i c e s to s e l e c t e d Brooklyn c h i l d r e n , 3-18 y e a r s of 
age . Psychotherapy, remedial educa t ion and d i a g n o s t i c 
s t u d i e s . R e f e r r a l a p p l i c a t i o n s accepted from schoo l s , s o c i a l 
agenc ies and community i n s t i t u t i o n s on ly . 
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5/ 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

Other C l i n i c s ^ 

HosoitalS/ 

1. Caledonian Hosp i t a l of the C i ty of New York 
132 Pa rks ide Avenue 

Ear , nose and t h r o a t ! p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l , s u r g i c a l , 
tumor. 

2. Jewish Chronic Disease Hosp i t a l 
86 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

A r t h r i t i s (R), c a r d i a c (R), ce reb ra l pa l sy ( c h i l d r e n up to 
16 years) (R) , den t a l (R), endocrine (R) ep i l epsy (R), 
metabolism (R), o r thoped ic (R), p e d i a t r i c (R), phys i ca l 
medicine (R), tumor, v a s c u l a r (R). 

C l i n i c s under o the r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fol lowing schoo l s : 
P .S . 92, 601 Pa rks ide Avenue 
P .S . 181, 1023 New York Avenue 
P . S . 269, 1957 Nostrand Avenue ( a t Fa r ragu t Road) 

5 / The d e s i g n a t i o n (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , 
t h a t i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from another 
c l i n i c o r u n i t of the h o s p i t a l , 

6 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s 
included, i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the I n t r o -
duc t i on . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family Se rv i ce , Chi ld Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
This community i s served by two d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s of the 
J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau a t the fo l lowing l o c a t i o n s : 

P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House (Serves most of t h i s community with 
the excep t ion of s e c t i o n west of Ocean Avenue). 
421 Empire Boulevard 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House (Serves s e c t i o n west of Ocean Avenue) 
Bergen and S ix th Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age, and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Welfare , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Ha l l Welfare Center 
330 Jay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l ca re and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d 
and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

7 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be l oca t ed w i th in the a r e a . 

8 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e r v i n g 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Jun io r High 

A, PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 89 
3109 NewkLrk Avenue 

2. Public School 92 
601 Parkside Avenue 

3• Public School 135 
6814. linden Boulevard 

U. Public School 139 
1315 Cortelyou Road 

5 . Public School 152 
2310 Glenwood Road 

6. Public School 181 
1023 New York Avenue 

7. Public School 198 
U105 Farragut Road 

8. Public School 208 
Avenue D, from E, 148 t o E. 149 Streets 

9 . Public School 217 
Newkirk and Coney Island Avenues 

10. Junior High School 232 
Winthrop and E. 52 to E. 53 Streets 

11. Public School 235 
Lenox Road and E. 39 Street 

12. Public School 21414 
Tilden Avenue, E. 5U and E. 55 Streets 

13• Junior High School 2146 
72 Veronica Place 

114• Public School 2149 
Caton Avenue and Rugby Road 

15. Public School 251 
1037 E. 514 Street 
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A. HJBIIC SCHOOLS - cont inued 

16. P u b l i c School 251 (Annex) 
Glenwood Houses 
5816 Fa r ragu t Road 

17• Public School 268 
133 E. 53 Street 

18. P u b l i c School 269 
1957 Nostrand Avenue 

IS• Junior High School 285 
Bever ly Roai and E . 59 S t r e e t 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1. Holy Cross Parish School 
Boys' Department: 2518 Church Avenue 
Girls' Departments 12 Veronica Place 

2• Holy Innocents Parish School 
2149 E. 17 Street 

3• S t . Catherine of Genoa Parish School 
1141 E, 140 Street 

14• St . Jerome Parish School 
1455 E. 29 Street 

5• St , Therese of Lisieux Parish School 
82U E. 145 Street 

6• St, Vincent Ferrer Parish School 
860 E, 38 Street 

Jewish 

Hebrew Academy of P rospec t Park 
153 Ocean Avenue 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

B a p t i s t 

1. Kenilworth B a p t i s t Church 
24 Kenilworth P lace 

2 . Lenox Road B a p t i s t Church 
Lenox Road and Nostrand Avenue 

3. Redeemer B a p t i s t Church 
Ocean Avenue and Cortelyou Road 

4. Salem B a p t i s t Church 
2525 Snyder Avenue 

Congregat ional C h r i s t i a n 

5. Evangel Congregat ional Church 
Bedford Avenue and Hawthorne S t r e e t 

6. Flatbush-Tompkins Congregat ional Church 
451 Eas t 18 S t r e e t 

7 . Hyde Park Church 
F o s t e r Avenue and Eas t 46 S t r e e t 

8 . Ocean Avenue Congregat ional Church 
Ocean Avenue and Avenue I 

9 . Rugby Congregat ional Church 
East 49 S t r e e t and Snyder Avenue 

Lutheran 

10. Redeemer Lutheran Church (UL) 
Ditmas Avenue and East 21 S t r e e t 

11. S t . S t e v e n ' s Lutheran Church (UL) 
2800 Newkirk Avenue 

12. Zion Evange l ica l Lutheran Church (UL) (Engl ish and German) 
2249 Bedford Avenue 
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A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX - continued 

Methodis t 

13. Fenimore S t r e e t Methodis t Church 
Rogers Avenue and Fenimore S t r e e t 

14. S t . Mark"s Methodist Church 
Ocean Avenue and Beverly Road 

15. S t . P a u l ' s Methodist Church 
3714 Avenue D 

16. Vanderveer Park Methodis t Church 
Glenwood Road and Eas t 31 S t r e e t 

P r e s b y t e r i a n 

17. F la tbush P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
494 Eas t 23 S t r e e t 

18• Wells Memorial P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
700 Argyle Road 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

19. P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church of the N a t i v i t y 
1099 Ocean Avenue 

20. S t . P a u l ' s in the V i l l a g e of F la tbush Episcopal Church 
157 S t . P a u l ' s P lace 

Reformed Church i n America 

21. F l a tbush Reformed Church 
F la tbush and Church Avenues 

22. Grace Reformed Church 
Lincoln Road and Bedford Avenue 

23. Second Reformed Church of F la tbush 
Bedford Avenue a t Martense S t r e e t 

Other 

24. Al l S o u l ' s U n i v e r s a l i s t Church 
951 Ocean Avenue 

25. A l l en Memorial Church (A.M.E.) 
944 Rogers Avenue 



A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX - continued 

Other - cont inued 

26. A l l i a n c e Gospel Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
1560 Nostrand Avenue 

27. Clarendon Road C h r i s t i a n arid 'Missionary A l l i ance 
3304 Clarendon Road 

28. F la tbush C h r i s t i a n Church ( D i s c i p l e s of C h r i s t ) 
Dorches te r and Marlborough Roads 

29. Fourth Fla tbush U n i t a r i a n Church 
1901 Beverly Road 

30 . Third Church of C h r i s t , S c i e n t i s t 
261 East 21 S t r e e t 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Holy Cross R. C. Church 
2530 Church Avenue 

2 . Holy Innocent R. C. Church 
279 Eas t 17 S t r e e t 

3. Our Lady of Refuge R. C. Church 
2020 Fos t e r Avenue 

4. S t . Ca ther ine of Genoa R. C. Church 
520 Linden Boulevard 

5. S t . Jerome R. C. Church 
2900 Newkirk Avenue 

6. S t . Therese of L i s i e u x R. C. Church 
1281 Troy Avenue 

7 . S t . Vincent F e r r e r R. C. Church 
1603 Brooklyn Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Congregation Agudath Achim Anshe Sephard 
Lenox Road and Eas t 55 S t r e e t 

2 . Ahavath Achim (Conserva t ive) 
151 Woodruff Avenue 

3. Beth Hamedrosh Hagodol of East F la tbush (Orthodox) 
777 Schnectady Avenue 

4 . Congregat ion B 'na i Abraham of East F la tbush (Orthodox) 
407-09-11 East 53 S t r e e t 

5. Congregat ion Bnai I s r a e l of Midwood (Orthodox) 
4815 Avenue I 

6 . Congregat ion B 'na i Jacob (Conserva t ive) 
3017 Glenwood Road 

7 . Community Reform Temple (Reformed) 
1010 Ocean Avenue 

8. Eas t F la tbush Jewish Community Center (Orthodox) 
661-669 Linden Boulevard 

9 . Glenwood Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
888 Eas t 56 S t r e e t 

10. Jewish Center of Hyde Park (Orthodox) 
779 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

11. Judea Center Synagogue (Orthodox) 
2059 Bedford Avenue 

12. Congregat ion Kesser Torah of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
2310 Cortelyou Road 

13. Congregat ion Machzike Torah (Orthodox) 
1016 Beverly Road 

14. Orthodox Congregat ion Lomdei Torah, I n c . (Orthodox) 
211 Ocean Avenue 

15. P rospec t Park Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
153 Ocean Avenue 

16. Congregat ion Rabbi S. Tei telbaum 
672 L e f f e r t s Avenue 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

17. Shaare Torah of F la tbush Congregation (Conservat ive) 
305 Eas t 21 S t r e e t 

18. Congregat ion Shaar i I s r a e l (Conservat ive) 
810 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

19. Congregat ion Talmud Torah Tushiah (Orthodox) 
35 Eas t 52 S t r e e t 

20. Temple Beth Emeth of F la tbush (Reformed) 
83 Marlborough Road 

21. Congregat ion T i f e r e t h Yehudgh 
347 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

22. Young I s r a e l of P rospec t Park (Orthodox) 
11 Snyder Avenue 

23. Young I s r a e l of Rugby (Orthodox) 
438 Eas t 49 S t r e e t 

24. Young I s r a e l of Vanderveer Park (Orthodox) 
2034 Nostrand Avenue 
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CANARSIE 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

Canarsie in the southeastern area of Brooklyn extends in a south-
easterly direction from Brownsville on the north to Jamaica Bay. On the 
east i t i s separated from East New York»s sparsely-settled section by Fresh 
Creek Basin. On the west Ralph Avenue i s the l ine of separation from East 
Flatbushj below Flatlands Avenue, the Paerdegat Basin, the southwestern 
boundary, divides Canarsie from the section cal led Flatlands. 

The community so defined i s composed of Health Areas 75.10 and 
75.20. I t s gross land area of 2,368 acres ranks i t sixth among the communi-
t i e s in this respect but i t i s the smallest in s ize of population.!/ 
Canarsie and Sheepshead Bay share the dist inction of being the only Brooklyn 
communities where the population growth was unbroken from 1930 through 1957. 
I t i s currently in the process of transformation from an isolated under-
developed but f a i r l y homogeneous neighborhood into a more diverse community 
through the introduction of public housing, the development of Seaview 
Village, and other privately-financed residential construction. 

Breukelen Houses, a Federally-sponsored project with nearly 7,000 
residents^ was completed in 1952 and Bay View Houses, a middle-income pro-
ject , was opened in 1956 on the s i t e of the demolished temporary veterans 
project, Jamaica Bay, which closed in 195U. But the most drastic community 
change started about f ive years ago with the unusual private development on 
the 215 acres of marshland and mud f l a t s now called Seaview Vil lage. About 
two thousand one- and two-family homes had heen completed b y the spring-
of 1959j the colony i s expected to consist of about 2,500 houses.Z! Other 
private construction, i t i s reported, i s providing additional homes for 
middle-income famil ies . 

Land use: Some of the changes of recent years, but probably not 
a l l , were taken into account by the land use inventory of 1955-56. At that 
time, 789 of the 2,368 acres were laid out in streets , which l e f t 1,579 
acres for other community purposes. Later construction no doubt has reduced 
the 607 acres then vacant - 38 percent of the 1,579 net acreage. Canarsie 
Park, Canarsie Pier, and other outdoor recreation f a c i l i t i e s accounted for 

1/ This land area i s basically the same as the d i s t r i c t so named in the New 
~ York .Market Analysis •and by Ballon in his 19k2 study Brooklyn 

Neighborhoods. Irfthat study, Ballon described Canarsie in th i s fashion: 
"St i l l isolated to a large extent from the rest of Brooklyn, th is 
sparsely-settled section i s for the most part undeveloped and unimproved. 
Only in the center along Rockaway Parkway i s i t developed to any degree.. 

I i t s bare f latlands and large expanses of meadow give i t a somewhat for-
lorn appearance. I t s residential section of one- and two-family houses 
i s broken by numerous truck f^ma־" Canarsie originally was a v i l lage 
within, ttes township of i lat lands  ־ ' .. • , .

2/ Further descriptive material wi l l be found in the later Section on Housing. 
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another I4II4 a c r e s or 26 p e r c e n t . The p u b l i c and p r i v a t e f a c i l i t i e s -
churches , s choo l s , p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s - absorbed only 20 a c r e s , 1 . 6 
p e r c e n t , but must u t i l i z e more space today . 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , the Long I s l a n d Ra i l road t r a c k s 
and s i d i n g s , u t i l i z e d 414• a c r e s or 2 .8 p e r c e n t . The automobile s t o r age and 
s e r v i c e e s t ab l i shmen t s took 11 p e r c e n t and shops and o the r commercial 
f a c i l i t i e s , 16 p e r c e n t . New shopping c e n t e r s opened s ince 1955 no doubt 
have added to t h e acreage used f o r r e t a i l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . Only 97 a c r e s , 
or 6 p e r c e n t of t h e l a n d , were devoted t o commercial and i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r -
p r i s e s i n 1955-56. Heavy i n d u s t r i e s accounted f o r 39 p e r c e n t of t h e 97 
a c r e s , l i g h t i n d u s t r i e s f o r ano the r 7 p e r c e n t and warehouses f o r 27 p e r -
c e n t . The p o t e n t i a l f o r i n d u s t r i a l e n t e r p r i s e i n t h i s water f r o n t a r e a , 
wi th t h e f r e i g h t d i v i s i o n of t h e Long I s l a n d Ra i l road t r a v e r s i n g t h e 
n o r t h e r n p o r t i o n , i s c o n s i d e r a b l e . Even i n 1955-56, when only 38 .1 a c r e s 
were u t i l i z e d f o r heavy i n d u s t r y , only 7 Brooklyn communities were devot ing 
more a c r e s t o t h i s form of l a n d u s e . 

The Mayor and the Urban Renewal Board e a r l y i n 1959 announced 
p l a n s f o r the C i t y ' s f i r s t i n d u s t r i a l park under p u b l i c sponsorsh ip . The 
park i s t o be l o c a t e d on a 100 —acre t r a c t bounded by the Bay Ridge Div is ion 
of t h e Long I s l a n d R a i l r o a d , Linden Boulevard, Van Sinderen Avenue, Eas t 
108 S t r e e t , Fa r r agu t Road, E a s t 99 S t r e e t , F o s t e r Avenue, Eas t 101 S t r e e t , 
Avenue D and Rockaway Avenue. In A p r i l , t h e Board of Es t imate approved 
n e c e s s a r y amendments t o the zoning law. Local o r g a n i z a t i o n s and p r o p e r t y 
owners a re p r o t e s t i n g the p l a n and no f i n a l d e c i s i o n has been reached . 

The acreage devoted t o homes i n 1959 must be cons ide rab ly g r e a t e r 
than t h e 393 ac res so c l a s s i f i e d i n the 1955-56 survey, when they amounted 
t o a f o u r t h of the a v a i l a b l e l a n d . Even t h e n , t he space devoted t o r e s i -
dences was g r e a t e r than t h e acreage in South Brooklyn-Red Hook, Brooklyn 
H e i g h t s - F t . Greene, and Greenpoin t . But only 96 a c r e s , 2k p e r cen t of 
C a n a r s i e ' s r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s , were used f o r mu l t i - dwe l l i ng u n i t s j t he 
p u b l i c housing must account f o r most of t h e s e a c r e s . 

Popula t ion d e n s i t y : On t h e b a s i s of t h e 1957 popu la t ion and 
t h e ac r e s c l a s s i f i e d as r e s i d e n t i a l i n 1955-56, t h e number of persons pe r 
r e s i d e n t i a l acre was t h e lowest of any community - 119 .6 , The d e n s i t y 
may be somewhat h ighe r i n 1959. 

Popu la t ion s i z e 

Canars ie , s m a l l e s t of the communities i n popu la t ion s i z e i n 1957, 
then had 47,033 r e s i d e n t s , or only 1 .8 p e r c e n t of t h e borough t o t a l . 
Assuming a modest r i s e i n i t s popu l a t i on d e n s i t y , Canars ie appa ren t l y i s 
d e s t i n e d soon to outrank the g e o g r a p h i c a l l y smal l , i n d u s t r i a l i z e d community 
of Greenpoin t , now the n i n e t e e n t h . 

The population growth has been continuous and substantial during , 
the decades since 1930, By 1957, over 20,000 residents had been added to י 
the 26,959 l iving in Canarsie in 1930, a r ise of 714.5 percent. From 1930 
to 191*0, the population rose by almost 4,500 or 16.9 percent to 31,523. 
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The pace was accelerated in the for t i e s when 7,088 additional inhabitants -
22.5 percent ־ resulted in a 1950 population of 38,611. The largest 
absolute increase, however, came in the seven years from 1950 to 1957 when 
8,422 residents were added, a rise of 21.8 percent. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census; When the 1930 and 19U0 censuses were taken, Canarsie's 
population was composed almost entirely of whites. In 1930, 66 Negroes and 
10 nonwhites of some other race l ived in Canarsie, a l l but a few in Health 
Area 75.20. In 1940, 82 Negroes and 11 other nonwhites were residents. But, 
as the next tabulation shows, both groups - especially the Negro ־ had in-
creased sharply by 1950. In combination with the residents of Puerto Rican 
origin, these minority groups constituted 3.3 percent of the 1950 to ta l . An 
interesting fact about the Puerto Ricans i s that 205 of the I4UU (U6 percent) 
were second generation mainlanders. Yet, the second generation accounted 
for only 26 percent of a l l Brooklyn's Puerto Ricans in 1950. 

Most of the members of these so-called minority groups l ived in 
Health Area 75.20, the area on Jamaica Bay, and many may have been tenants 
of the temporary project for veterans in that area - Jamaica Bay Houses at 
Seaview Avenue and Rockaway Parkway. That project had 2,000 apartments 
when opened in the late 19U0's. 

Percent 
Cultural group Number of total 

All classes 38,611 100.0 

Continental native white 29,926 77.5 
Foreign-born white 7,378 19.1 
Puerto Rican bhk 1.1 
Negro 785 2.0 
Other nonwhite races 78 0.2 

Although over three-fourths of the population in 1950 had been 
born within the Continental United States, close to a f i f t h were foreign-
born whites. Among this group, the Italian-born predominated as they had 
in 19U0, constituting 37.2 percent of the to ta l . Those of Russian birth 
were second with 28.6 percent and those from Poland, third with 8.7 percent. 
Austria, Hungary, Rumania and Germany were responsible for another 12 per-
cent, making the eastern and middle European tota l about 49 percent of the 
tota l . The component from English-speaking countries - the United Kingdom, 
Ireland and Canada - was only 5.7 percent. 

Some of the Eastern Europeans presumably were of the Jewish f a i t h . 
Of the death cer t i f i cates issued during 195k for white adults (25 years old 
or older) who had been Canarsie residents, 31 percent designated a Jewish 
cemetery. With so large a f i r s t generation of Ital ian birth, the Catholic 
families no doubt formed a large share of the population. 



19U 

1957 Census: The net in-migration between 1950 and 1957 added 
residents in every group except the minor nonwhite races; their number de-
creased. The r ise in the non-Puerto Rican white population in absolute 
numbers (about 5,670) was more than twice the increase (about 2,780) in 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans. The percentage changes, of course, were very 
dif ferent . In the following tabulation, the residents of Puerto Rican 
origin are included either as white or nonwhite: 

Population of Canarsie, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

All classes 147,033 100,0 

White U3,8U8 93.2 
Negro 3, mo 6.7 
Other nonwhite races 145 0,1 

An estimate of the total Puerto Rican population, based on the 
distribution of Puerto Rican children among the public and Catholic paro-
chial schools located in each of the twenty communities, indicates that from 
900 to 960 Puerto Ricans of a l l ages l ived in Canarsie. If 950 be accepted 
as the approximate f igure, the cultural composition i s modified as follows: 
White - 91.1; percent; Negro - 6.5 percent; Puerto Rican - 2.0 percent; non-
whites other than Negro - 0 .1 ,2 / 

Comparison of the 1950 data with the 1957 data adjusted to treat 
Puerto Ricans separately, shows that the:white ! population increased 15 per-
cent, the Negro 290 percent and the Puerto Rican 111; percent. The birth 
s t a t i s t i c s suggest that the public housing projects have contributed to these 
changes. All but 20 of the Negroes in both 1950 and 1957 l ived in Health 
Area 75.20. 

Despite their r ise in number, Canarsieיs proportion of Brooklyn's 
to ta l Puerto Rican population was lower in 1957 than i t had been in 1950. 
As Table 3 shows, the khh Puerto Rican residents in Canarsie formed 1.1 per-
cent of the 110,299 borough total in 1950; the 1957 estimate for Canarsie i s 
0.6 percent of the estimate of 157,000 Puerto Ricans in Brooklyn,]־[/ 

The cultural diversity of th i s community i s reflected in the l i s t 
of rel igious organizations found in Section IV. Among the 8 Protestant 
churches are 6 of the established denominations and 2 nondenominational 
churches. There are 2 Catholic parish churches and 7 synagogues, of which 
at least 1* are Orthodox, 

3/ In 1950, about 8 percent of the Puerto Ricans l iving in Canarsie were 
c las s i f i ed as nonwhite; i t has been assumed that this proportion i s true 
in 1957? hence, 875 Puerto Ricans have been deducted from the white and 
75 from the Negro figure as reported in the 1957 Census. 

k/ As Table 14 shows, births to Puerto Rican mothers l iving in Canarsie also 
formed 0.6 percent of a l l Brooklyn's Puerto Rican births in 1957. 
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Birth s t a t i s t i c s ; In 1952, the 985 children born to mothers l iv ing 
in Canarsie included 108 nonwhite children, 11 percent, and 19 Puerto Rican 
children, 1.9 percent of the tota l . In view of the growth in the Negro 
population, the fact that only 109 or 9.9 percent of the 1,103 births in 
1957 were children born to nonwhite mothers i s unexpected. Births to Puerto 
Rican mothers did rise to 32 or 2.9 percent of the to ta l . The 1958 births 
show no increase in nonwhite births and fewer Puerto Rican births; the to ta l 
number of births was 1,246 of which 1,121 were white, 110 nonwhite, or 8.8 
percent, and 15 Puerto Rican, or 1.2 percent of the to ta l . These 1957 and 
1958 births may be a biological accident or i t may indicate a change in the 
age composition or social characteristics of the Negro and Puerto Rican 
residents. Births to white mothers during these years show a r ise in number 
and proportion from 858 in 1952, 87.1 percent, to 1,121, 90 percent in 1958. 

In 1952, 65 of the 108 nonwhite and 10 of t&e 19 Puer±0c.Rican\births 
were to families in the temporary veterans housing. In 1957, 86 of the 
nonwhite births were to families in Breukelen Houses, the low-income public 
housing, and 6 were to families in the middle-income project. In 1958, 95 
of the 110 nonwhite and 10 of the 15 Puerto Rican births were to famil ies 
in public housing; in this year only 68 of the 167 births to residents of 
Breukelen Houses were to white mothers. 

School data; The distribution by cultural group in the 6 public 
elementary schools located in Canarsie in the f a l l of 1957 reveals that 8014• 
or 11.4 percent of the 7,067 children registered in September 1957 were 
Negro and 222 or 3.1 percent were Puerto Rican. In the f a l l of 1958, the 
7,625 children attending the 7 school© (including the new Junior High 
School 211) included 812 Negro and 23U Puerto Rican children but an in-
crease in the number of white children resulted in the Negro percentage 
decreasing to 10.6 and the. Puerto Rican proportion remaining the same. I t 
i s possible that there i s some interchange of school children with the 
adjacent communities of Brownsville and East New York. 

The only parochial school located in Canarsie had 1,164 students 
in October 1958 but no Puerto Rican or other children from Spanish-speaking 
families were discovered in the special survey of June 1959. 

Age groups 

Canarsie, not unexpectedly for a community with a growing popula-
tion in an area of new one- and two-family homes and two public housing 
projects, has a youthful population. In 1957, i t led a l l the communities 
in the proportion of i t s population which was under 20 years of age - 38.5 
percent - and also in the proportion which was under 14 years - 30.9 per-
cent. South Brooklyn-Red Hook had very similar proportions - 38.4 and 29.1 
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percent of i t s population in these groups. 

Population of Canarsie, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of to ta l Number of total change 

All ages 38,611 100.0 147,033 100.0 21.8 

Under 6 yea r s 5,919 15.3 6,899 "1l4i7 16.6 
6-13 y e a r s U,719 12.2 7,626 16.2 61.6 
14-19 yea r s 2,791 7.2 3,551 7.6 27.2 
20-24 years 3,237 8.4 2,606 5.5 -19.5 
25-29 years 3,956 10.2 3,799 8.1 - 4.0 
30-44 years 9,370 24.3 11,7714 25.0 25.7 
45-64 years 6,604 17.1 7,981 17.0 20.9 
65 years and over 2,015 5.2 2,797 5.9 38.8 

Only Bedford-Stuyvesant had a larger proportion of i t s residents 
who were 30-44 years of age in 1957 and the difference i s negligible - 25.14 
percent compared with 25.0 for Canarsie. Conversely, the residents 45-64 ••׳• 
years old - 17 percent of the total - were a smaller proportion than in any 
other communityj again, however, South Brooklyn-Red Hook i s a close compe-
t i tor (17.8 percent). 

The Canarsie residents 65 years of age or over amounted to 5.9 per-
cent of the to ta l , in comparison with 5.8 in Bedford-Stuyvesant and 8.9 per-
cent for the borough as a whole. As Tables 7 and 7a show,Canarsie had only 
1.2 percent of Brooklyn's elderly residents, despite the 39 percent increase 
from 1950 to 1957 in the number l iving in Canarsie. 

From 1950 to 1957, the school-age children (6-13 years) had the 
most notable r ise - almost 62 percent. Canarsie, in common with Sheepshead 
Bay, had a substantial increase in the number of teen-agers whereas 14 com-
munities had losses in this group. The only decreases recorded were for 
the number of young men and women in their twenties. A decrease for these 
age groups conforms to the general pattern and ref lec ts the low birth rates 
of the depression years. But in Canarsie the decrease in the group 20-214 
years was several points below the reduction in the borough total (Table 6) . 
And Canarsieיs group 25-29 years decreased only 4 percent whereas the 
borough tota l went down by 18 percent. 

Sex distribution: In 1950, males exceeded females in every age 
group under 20 years of age and among the residents 30 through 64 years old; 
even among the aged the sexes were almost in balance. I t i s possible that 
the veterans housing contributed to the male excess in the 30-414 year group. 
Quite possibly the age composition of the population was also influenced by 
the water front ac t iv i t i e s . The male ratio remained high in 1957 except 
among those 20-29 years old; in these groups the Canarsie ratios were notably 
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low compared with the borough-wide ratios of 87.8 and 9U.9 males per 100 
females. 

Population of Canarsie, by age group and sex, 
and ratio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census" 1950 Census 
Males per 

100 females Male Female 
Males per 

100 females Male Female Age group 

All ages 19,301 19,310 99.9' 23,1407 23,626 99.1 

Under 6 years 3,060 2,859 107.0 3,519 3,380 1014.1 
6-13 years 2,385 2,3314 102.2 3,968 3,658 108.5 
114-19 years 1,1400 1,391 100.6 1,788 1,763 101.11 
20-21* years 1,525 1,712 89.1 1,1514 1,1452 79.5 
25-29 years 1,881* 2,072 90.9 1,732 2,067 83.8 
30-1*1* years 1*,71U 14,656 101.2 5,789 5,985 96.7 
1*5-61* years 3,329 3,275 101.6 1*,088 3,893 105.0 
65 years and over 1,001* 1,011 99.3 1,369 1,1*28 95.9 

Other population characteristics: 1950 

This community has so many residents who are new to the area that 
the socio-economic characteristics' reported in the 1950 Census can hardly 
be descriptive of the present population. A few of the 1950 data are given 
here for whatever background value they may have. 

Economic status: The median of the income received by families 
during 19149 was considerably above the borough leve l of $3,1*1*7 in Health 
Area 75.10 - $3,783 - but below in Health Area 75.20 - $3,3914. There were 
so few adults not l iving in family groups that medians were not computed 
for their income. 

Educational level : The median years of formal schooling completed 
by the white adults 25 years old or older was at the borough l e ve l of 8.9 
years in Health Area 75.20 but 8.8 years in Health Area 75.10. No medians 
could be computed for the few nonwhites. 

Family groups: Most of the 1950 residents l ived as members of 
family groups in housekeeping apartments. There were but 665 unrelated 
individuals and only 63 persons resided in rooming houses and none in an 
inst i tut ion. The 10,000 families included 9,81*5 married couples; only 155 
families did not include a husband and wife . 

Assistance and health data 

Public assistance: Only 292 of the public assistance checks d is -
tributed on March 2, 1959 - 0.7 percent - were paid to residents of 
Canarsie; 252 of the cases were l iv ing in Health Area 75.20, The community 
total included 35 cases receiving general assistance - persons or families -
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and 151 families receiving aid to dependent children. Most of the remaining 
106 cases presumably were in receipt of old-age or blind assistance or aid 
to the disabled. No exact measurement of Canarsie's f inancial dependency 
i s possible; however, since 1.8 percent of Brooklyn's 1957 population lived 
in Canarsie and th i s percentage presumably i s higher in 1959, the dependency 
leve l appears to be low. 

Health indices: In 1957 the infant mortality rate was only 8,3 
deaths per 1,000 l ive births in Health Area 75.10 but the rate in Health 
Area 75.20 was 214.3, not much below the borough-wide rate of 25.2. The 
venereal disease rates were low in relation to the Brooklyn rate of 308.1; 
cases newly reported during 1957 per 100,000 of the 1957 population; the 
rate was 63.2 in Health Area 75.10 and 121.7 in Health Area 75.20. The 
community also had a low prevalence of tuberculosis. Active cases on the 
Department of Health's register on December 31 of 1956 and 1958 gave rates 
of 0.57 and 0.149 per 1,000 of the 1957 population. The Brooklyn rates were 
1.20 and 0.98. 

Delinquency rates 

In 1951 when the rate of juvenile delinquency for Brooklyn was 
lit.7 o f f i c i a l cases per 1,000 of the 1950 population 6-20 years of age, 
the rate for Health Area 75.10 was 19.3 - above the borough-wide level -
but only 10.0 per 1,000 in Health Area 75.20. 

The Brooklyn rate for the year 1957 was 33.14 cases per 1,000 of 
the 1957 child and youth population; for the year 1958 the rate, also based 
on the 1957 population, was 141.2 per 1,000. The Canarsie rates were 18.5 
and 27.7 in 1957 and 22.8 and 37.8 in 1958. In these recent years, the 
higher rates were for Health Area 75.20 where new housing brought in many 
new residents. 

Housing 

According to the annual count made for the City Planning Department, 
the number of dwelling units in 1955-56 had increased 19 percent over the 
10,366 units enumerated in the 1950 Census of Housing. During 1957-58 the 
survey counted 15,0145 units . Thus, the cumulative increase was 14,679 units 
or 145 percent. This count probably exaggerates the actual homes then avail-
able for famil ies . The local count includes dwellings at an early stage of 
construction. Most of the new units - 14,183 of the 14,679 - were found in 
Health Area 75.20 where Seaview Village i s being developed and two public 
housing projects were opened after 1950. 

Type of housing: 1955-56: The land use survey of 1955-56 found that 
191 or 149 percent of the residential acres were devoted to one-family houses; 
127 of the 191 acres were used for detached houses. Two-family houses 
occupied about 27 percent of the land and multi-unit dwellings over 214 per-
cent. Presumably the completion of Seaview Village and the other private 
homes and two-family houses has increased the total residential acreage and 
the proportion absorbed by these housing types. 
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Characteristics in 1950t The data describing the housing in use 
in 1950 can hardly be valid for the new residences. Of the 10,366 units 
existing in 1950, 10,2U3 were occupied - 38.9 percent of them by their 
owners. Over three-fourths (77#7 percent) of the units were one- and two-
family houses. Some 2.8 percent of the units were c la s s i f i ed as over-
crowded and 9.7 percent as substandard. 

Public housing: The two public projects provide 3,205 apartments. 
Bay View Houses was constructed on the s i t e previously occupied by Jamaica 
Bay Houses, the temporary veterans housing closed in April 195U. Breukelen 
Houses was bui l t on vacant land. The projects are described here: 

1. Bay View Houses - City project, Part IV 

9820 Seaview Avenue (H.A. 75.20) 
Site: Seaview Avenue to Shore Parkway 

East 102 Street to Rockaway Parkway 
Completed June 1956; partial ly occupied December 1955 
Dwelling units - 1,610; estimated population - 5,738J 

persons per acre - 169j 23 buildings of 8 stories 
Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $21.39 

•2. Breukelen Houses - Federal project 

618 East 108־Street (H.A. 75.20) 
Site: Stanley to Flatlands Avenues 

East 103 Street to Louisiana Avenue 
Completed October 1952 
Dwelling units - l ,595j estimated population - 6,968; 

persons per acre - 107j 30 buildings of 3-7 stories 
Average monthly rent per room on January 1, 1959 - $11.75 

Other developments: About two years ago, a cooperative - Earl 
Jimerson Apartments - was opened on a s i t e adjacent to East New York, 
bounded by Hegeman and Rockaway Avenues, Linden Boulevard and Bristol 
Street. This project, sponsored by the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of North America and financed with a loan from New York 
State, provides U20 apartments in three buildings of 1U stories . Currently 
(October 1959) an addition i s under construction. 

Seaview Village: The operation started in the spring of 1955j 
sand f i l l was poured into the marshes, followed by creosote-treated poles, 
forty f ee t long; sewer l ines were instal led and f i v e miles of s treets and 
sidewalks laid for th i s forty-block development. By the spring of 1959, 
a colony of almost 2,000 one- and two-family homes had been constructed. 
Eventually, the colony probably w i l l (contain 2,500 houses.5/ 

5/ Information on Seaview Village and related developments has been derived 
from The New York Times, May 2h, 1959. 



The f i r s t model house was ready in 1955, and, i t i s reported, 59 
houses were sold on the f i r s t day. The f i r s t group of two-bedroom houses, 
sold for $13,750. Prices for others ranged from $16,290 for a six-room, 
semi-detached, duplex to $20,990 for a seven-room, sp l i t - l eve l house on a 
landscaped plot of 4,200 square f e e t . By May 1959, the colony had seven 
models of one- and two-family dwellings ranging in price from $23,990 to 
$31,990. The Dime Savings Bank has arranged about $60 million in mort-
gages. Other builders are reported to have constructed about 1,000 houses 
and 3,000 more homes are expected to be added in the neighborhood of 
Seaview Vil lage. 

The rapid residential construction necessitated the development 
of f a c i l i t i e s to serve the new families. A f i f teen-s tore shopping center 
opened in 1955; a competing center has eighteen stores and a tMrd w i l l be 
completed this year. The Manufactures Trust Company opened u'branch at 
1952 Rockaway Parkway in 1957 and a second branch wi l l open on October 211, 
1959 at the Shoreview Shopping Center. 

The ¥axman brothers, developers of Seaview Village, bui l t the 
Seaview Pool and Yacht Club whose membership i s limited to residents of the 
Village. F a c i l i t i e s include a pool and two children's wading pools, mooring 
f a c i l i t i e s and f loats in a channel. They have also constructed a bowling 
center, with an adjoining parking area and a playroom for children. To care 
for the school children, two public elementary schools with a capacity of 
2,000 and a junior high school for 1,500 pupils have been constructed since 
1957. 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY^ 

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

Breukelen Recrea t ion Rooms Chi ld Care Center 
(Operated by Rec rea t ion Rooms and S e t t l e m e n t , I n c . ) 
Breukelen Houses 
717 Eas t 105 S t r e e t 

P reschool c h i l d r e n and a f t e r - s c h o o l ca re of c h i l d r e n 6-7 y e a r s . 

Group Work and Rec rea t ion Se rv i ces 

1. Brooklyn P u b l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r weekly o r 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n t h e 
1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d . 

Canars ie Branch 
1064 Eas t 95 S t r e e t 

2 . Educat ion , Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educa t ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r s serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
h igh school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d r a m a t i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s i ng ing , danc ing , q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Cen te r s serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cen te r s : Cen te rs o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , a r e 
on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They p rov ide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accep t c h i l d r e n from the 
Youth Board R e f e r r a l Un i t s and community agenc ies and a l so by 
d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, a l though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s a£ the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , located, e l sewhere . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S . 114: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1077 Remsen Avenue 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday and F r iday . 

P .S , 115: Evening Community Cente r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
East 92 S t r e e t and Avenue M 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday . 

P .S . and J . H . S . 211: Evening Community Center 
Avenues J and K, East 100 and 101 S t r e e t s 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings . 

P .S . 233: Evening Community Cen te r , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Avenue B, Eas t 93 and E a s t 94 S t r e e t s 

Evening cen te r open Monday through Fr iday . 

P .S . 242: Evening Community Center 
Eas t 100 S t r e e t and F l a t l a n d s Avenue 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings . 

P .S . 260: Evening Community Center 
875 Wil l iams Avenue 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings . 

P .S . 272: Evening Community Cen t e r^ / 
Seaview Avenue and Eas t 102 S t r e e t 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings . 

3. Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New York^/ 

Brownsvi l le Recrea t ion Center 
Linden Boulevard, C h r i s t o p h e r Avenue, Hegeman Avenue 

Recrea t ion Center 
Gymnasium, indoor swimming poo l , woodworking shop, cooking 
room, a r t s and c r a f t s room, meeting rooms, game lounge, 
r e c r e a t i o n r o o f . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . Cerebra l P a l s y 
P a v i l l i o n a t the Center p rov ides a r e c r e a t i o n program f o r 
c e r e b r a l p a l s i e d c h i l d r e n 3 •̂ to 18 years - t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
i s provided. 

Playground 
S o f t b a l l diamond, b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s , p layground. Leadersh ip . 

2 / I n a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c e n t e r p rov ides a program of i n -
formal a d u l t educa t ion . 

3 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , tha Department uses the term "playground" 
to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n swings, 
l a r g e and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray 3 nd a comfort s t a t i o n . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv i ces - cont inued 

Brownsvi l le Recrea t ion Center - cont inued 
Golden Age Bui ld ing ; Brownsvi l le Boys' Club, Golden Age Group 

F a c i l i t i e s inc lude audi tor ium, meeting rooms, game room, 
a r t s and c r a f t s room, l i b r a r y - l o u n g e , k i t c h e n , woodworking 
and ceramics shops. Open to men and women 65 yea r s and over 
from Canars i e , Brownsvi l le , Eas t New York, Eas t F l a tbush ! 
i n t e r r a c i a l ; n o n s e c t a r i a n . The c e n t e r i s open from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. from Wionday to Sa turday and from 9:00׳ a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. on Sunday, Swimming pool a t Rec rea t ion Center i s 
a v a i l a b l e . Leadersh ip , 

Canars ie Park 
Seaview Avenue to Shore Parkway, Pae rdega t Basin to Eas t 93 S t r e e t 

Canars ie Playground 
Seaview Avenue andEast 93 S t r e e t 

Basebal l and s o f t b a l l diamonds; b a s k e t b a l l , paddle t e n n i s 
and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; p layground. 

Canars ie P i e r Rec rea t ion Area 
Foot of Rockaway Parkway 

Boat ing , f i s h i n g - a l l yea r , pa rk ing a r e a , s i t t i n g a r e a , food 
concess ion . Motor launch r i d e fo r 25 cen t s per pe r son ; 
rowboat r e n t a l a t $2.00 a day. 

Playground a d j a c e n t to Bayview Houses 
South s ide of Seaview Avenue between Eas t 99 and 100 S t r e e t s 

Playground with wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l and s h u f f l e -
board c o u r t s . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to Breukelen Houses and P .S . 2603/ 
Louis iana Avenue from S tan ley Avenue to F l a t l a n d s Avenue 

Three baseba l l and 3 s o f t b a l l diamonds, 2 f o o t b a l l f i e l d s , 
b a s k e t b a l l c o u r t s , playground with wading poo l . R e c r e a t i o n 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
North s ide of Ditmas Avenue between 91 and 92 S t r e e t s 

S o f t b a l l diamond, b a s k e t b a l l and handba l l c o u r t s , playground 
with wading poo l . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
East 95 S t r e e t between Avenue K and Avenue L 

C h i l d r e n ' s p layground. 

4 / Operated j o i n t l y with Board of Educa t ion . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

4 . P o l i c e A t h l e t i c League: 69th P r e c i n c t P a r t - t i m e Center 
9417 Glenwood Road 

Open Monday through Fr iday from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m. f o r 
program of phys i ca l and q u i e t games. 

5. Recrea t ion Rooms and Se t t l emen t : Breukelen Recrea t ion Rooms 
Breukelen Houses 
715 Eas t 105 S t r e e t 

Clubs f o r boys, g i r l s , a d u l t s ! dancing, c r a f t s , games, 
cooking, sewing, workshop, d ramat ics , golden age group. 
Summer day camp. The r e c r e a t i o n program i s i n coopera t ion 
with the Board of Educat ion and i s subs id ized by the New York 
C i t y Youth Board. 

Other vo lun ta ry agencies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r ea , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schools churches and s o c i a l 
agenc i e s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches, 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary from 
p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t 
i n s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Serv ices 

1. Beth-El Hosp i t a l 
Linden Boulevard and Rockaway Parkway 

Well baby c l i n i c . 

2 . Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York: Chi ld Heal th S t a t i o n 
Canars ie Heal th Center 
1106 Eas t 95 S t r e e t 

Mental Heal th Serv ices 

1. Beth-El Hosp i t a l 
Linden Boulevard and Rockaway Parkway 

Adult P s y c h i a t r i c C l i n i c and Child Guidance C l i n i c . 

2 . Coordinated Community Mental Heal th C l i n i c s of Brook lyn , Inc . : 
Canars ie Chi ld Guidance C l i n i c 
Canars ie Heal th Center 
1106 Eas t 95 S t r e e t 

P s y c h i a t r i c s tudy and t rea tment f o r c h i l d r e n up to 15 years 
and t h e i r p a r e n t s . Serves r e s i d e n t s of Canars ie , Eas t New York 
and Brownsvi l le . 

5 / The c e n t e r s subs id ized by the New York C i t y Youth Board accep t c h i l d r e n 
from R e f e r r a l Uni t s (Brownsv i l l e ) , community agencies and a lso by direc*• 
a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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Other Cl in ics^ / 

7 / Hospital-7 c l in ics 

Beth-El Hosp i t a l 
Linden Boulevard and Rockaway Parkway 

Al l e rgy (R), a r t h r i t i s (R), cancer , c a r d i a c (R), c h e s t (R), 
dermatology, d i a b e t i c (R); e a r , nose and t h r o a t ; endocr ine (R), 
endocr ine-gyneco log ica l (R), eye, g a s t r o e n t e r o l o g i c a l (R), 
g e n i t o u r i n a r y , gynecology, hematology (R), materna l h e a l t h (R), 
medica l , neurology (R) , o r t h o p e d i c , p e d i a t r i c , p h y s i c a l 
medicine (R), p l a s t i c surgery (R), p r e n a t a l and p o s t n a t a l -
pos tpar tum f o r own c a s e s , r e c t a l , s u r g i c a l , v a s c u l a r (R) . 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i t y of New York 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing l o c a t i o n s : 
Canars i e Heal th Center 
1106 Eas t 95 S t r e e t 

P u b l i c School 115 
Eas t 92 S t r e e t and Avenue M 

6 / The d e s i g n a t i o n (R) i n c l i n i c l i s t i n g s i n d i c a t e s a "Refer" c l i n i c , t h a t 
i s , p a t i e n t must be r e f e r r e d to t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c l i n i c from another 
c l i n i c o r u n i t of the h o s p i t a l . 

7 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and v o l u n t a r y h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s 
inc luded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s conta ined i n the 
I n t r o d u c t i o n . 
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B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Related S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i ty of New York; J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age, and prov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tment f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Brownsvi l le Welfare Center 
163 Bradford S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and den ta l care and employment 
counsel ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homenaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s with c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d , 
and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on p u b l i c 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

8 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s serving t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be loca t ed w i t h i n the a r e a . 

9 / Other agencies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e se rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 

4 
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SECTION III FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1• Public School 114 
1077 Remsen Avenue 

2. Public School 115 
E, 92 Street and Avenue M 

3. Public School and Junior High School 211 
Avenue J and Avenue K, East 100 and 101 Streets 

4• Public School 833 
Avenue B, E. 93 and E. 9k Streets 

5 . Public School 242 
100-01 Flatlands Avenue 

6. Public School 260 
875 Williams Avenue 

7• Public School 272 
Seaview Avenue and E. 102 Street 

8. Public School 276 (Under construction) 
E. 82 Street and Avenue K 

9. Public School 279 
Avenue K, E. 103 and E. 104 Streets 

B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

Holy Family Parish School 
225 Conklin Avenue 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Church of God 

1. Brownsvi l le Mission 
1602 Rockaway Avenue (Meets i n bu i ld ing of Plymouth 

Congregat ional Church) 

2. Canars ie Church of God 
606 Eas t 89 S t r e e t 

Other 

3. Canars i e L ight House Miss ion (Nondenominational) 
92 S t r e e t and School Lane 

4. Canars ie Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
Conklin Avenue and Eas t 93 S t r e e t 

5. Grace P r o t e s t a n t Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
1380 Eas t 93 S t r e e t 

6. Plymouth Congregat ional Church of Canars ie 
1602 Rockaway Parkway 

7 . S a i n t A lban ' s P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
9408 Fa r ragu t Road 

8. S t . Matthew's Lutheran Church (M0) 
1187 Eas t 92 S t r e e t 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Holy Family R. C. Church 
9719 F l a t l a n d s Avenue 

2 . Our Lady of Mirac les R. C. Church 
757 Eas t 86 S t r e e t 



C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

Congregat ion Ahavath Achim Anshei Canars i e (Orthodox) 
9420 Glenwood Road 

Congregat ion Ahavath Achim Anshei S fa rd (Orthodox) 
1385 Eas t 94 S t r e e t 

Congregat ion Beth I s r a e l ( T r a d i t i o n a l ) 
660 Remsen Avenue 

Congregat ion Ohave Sholom Anshei New Lots 
725 Snediker Avenue 

Congregat ion S t a r of I s r a e l (Orthodox) 
220 Hegeman Avenue 

Congregat ion Talmud Torah Ohev Sholom R. Morr is Kevelson (Orthodox) 
1379 Eas t 96 S t r e e t 

Temple Emanu-el of Canars ie (Reformed) 
Canars ie Jewish Center 
1319 Eas t 95 S t r e e t 
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MIDWOOD-FLATLANDS 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

In land a r ea , t h i s i s the l a r g e s t of the twenty communities. I t 
extends over 11,872 a c r e s , more than two and th ree f o u r t h s the acreage of 
Eas t New York, the community second i n s i z e . But some 7,300 ac res are 
c l a s s i f i e d as park l ands , f o r the most p a r t undeveloped but inc lud ing the 
1 ,800-ac re Brooklyn Marine Park . Floyd Bennett F i e l d occupies over 1,000 
a c r e s , mostly reclaimed marshland. The name Midwood i n d i c a t e s the western 
area which i s p a r t of the s e c t i o n u s u a l l y des ignated by t h a t name; the . 
e a s t e r n area i s p a r t of the Brooklyn s e c t i o n commonly ca l l ed F l a t l a n d s . =J 

As de f ined f o r t h i s survey, the community i s composed of Health 
Areas 73 .10 , 73 .20 , 88.10, 88.21 and 88.22. The no r the rn boundary fol lows 
Avenue H from Coney I s l a n d Avenue to Eas t 17 S t r e e t and then Avenue I to 
Ralph Avenue. On the e a s t , Paerdega t Basin i s t he border with Canars ie from 
Ralph Avenue to Jamaica Bay. The land sou theas t from Avenue X - Marine Park 
and Floyd Bennett F ie ld - j u t s ou t i n t o Rockaway I n l e t and Jamaica Bay, i n -
dented by creeks and small bays, with Mi l l Basin on one s ide and G e r r i t s e n 
Basin on the o t h e r . The western boundary which d i v i d e s the Midwood s e c t i o n 
of t h i s community from Bensonhurst and Gravesend i s Coney I s l a n d Avenue from 
Avenue H to Avenue R. The boundary with Sheepshead Bay c rosses Avenue R to 
G e r r i t s e n Avenue and runs sou theas t to Rockaway I n l e t . Those i s l a n d s i n 
Jamaica Bay ass igned to Brooklyn a re a l so included i n t h i s community. 

The f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t s i n t h i s area were e a r l y i n the seventeenth 
cen tu ry ; the Dutch governor i s sued a c h a r t e r to the town in 1667. The o r i g i -
nal s e c t i o n of the Schenck-Crooke House a t Avenue U between 63 and 64 S t r e e t s 
i s sa id to da te from 1656. 

The Midwood Area (H.A. 73 .10 , 73.20 and p a r t of 88.10) - roughly 
west of Bedford Avenue and north of Avenue R - developed r a p i d l y during the 
1920 's when prosperous f a m i l i e s b u i l t l a r g e , comfor table houses . In the l a t e ^ 
1930 's apartment houses of the s o r t then considered "good" con t r i bu t ed to 
the popu l a t i on ga in . The popu la t i on to the e a s t a l so inc reased between 1920 
and 1940, with the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a t t r a c t i v e upper - and middle-income, 
owner-occupied, one- fami ly homes; some apartment houses were b u i l t along the 

1 / The e n t i r e community was p a r t of F l a t l a n d s , one of the townships which 
merged to form the C i ty of Brooklyn i n 1896; the township extended ap-
prox imate ly from East 18 S t r e e t , Bay Avenue and the western boundary of 
Marine Park on the west to Fresh Creek Basin on the e a s t . The in land 
boundary was approximately F o s t e r Avenue, Fa r ragu t Road and then north on 
Kings Highway to Eas t e rn Parkway. Canars ie was a v i l l a g e w i th in t h i s 
township. 

m 
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avenues such as Kings Highway. The eas te rnmost s e c t i o n (H.A. 88.22) was 
s t i l l s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d i n 1940 because of the meadows and swamp land! nor th 
of F l a t l a n d s Avenue, however, rows of small houses , most ly one - f ami ly , were 
c o n s t r u c t e d . Marine Park , donated to the Ci ty f o r a park i n 1920, was s t i l l 
marshland, with houseboats l i n i n g the c r e e k s . Floyd Bennet t F i e ld was b u i l t 
as a municipal a i r p o r t (ded ica ted i n 1931) on reclaimed marshland. 

Land use : The 11,872 gross acreage inc luded i n 1955-56 1,402 a c r e s 
of l o c a l s t r e e t s , thoroughfa res such as F la tbush and F l a t l a n d s Avenues, and 
Kings Highway. This l e f t 10,470 ac res f o r a l l community purposes o t h e r than 
t r a f f i c . 

When the land use survey was made, 758 a c r e s , o r 7 pe r cen t of the 
net a c r e s , were vacant - 693 of them i n the s e c t i o n between Fla tbush Avenue 
and Paerdegat Basin (H.A. 8 8 . 2 2 ) . Parks accounted f o r approximate ly 70 p e r -
cent of the land - 7,308 a c r e s , al though most of t h i s acreage i s undeveloped! 
the Brooklyn Marine Park , which surrounds G e r r i t s e n Basin anc! s t r e t c h e s from 
Fi l lmore Avenue to the Bay, i s r e spons ib l e f o r 1,822 of the park a c r e s . 

The U.S. Navy's a i r f i e l d - Floyd Bennet t F i e l d - and the U.S. Coast 
Guard S t a t i o n account f o r about 1,079 of the 1,095 a c r e s c l a s s i f i e d as used 
f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s ! t h i s form of land use took 10 .5 p e r c e n t of the 
10,470 a v a i l a b l e . F a c i l i t i e s such as the churches and synagogues, the 
schools , l i b r a r i e s , p o l i c e and f i r e s t a t i o n s , a h o s p i t a l , and two nur s ing 
homes, accounted f o r not q u i t e 50 a c r e s , only 0 . 5 pe rcen t of the ne t ac r eage . 

Commercial and i n d u s t r i a l e s t ab l i shmen t s absorbed 116 a c r e s , 1 . 1 
per6ent of the t o t a l , i n 1955-56. These a c r e s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , r e p r e s e n t 3 . 3 
pe rcen t of a l l the ac res i n Brooklyn devoted to such o p e r a t i o n s . Only e i g h t 
Brooklyn communities had more acreage u t i l i z e d f o r commerce and i n d u s t r y . 
L ight and heavy i n d u s t r i e s - most ly heavy - accounted f o r almost h a l f the 
116 ac r e s ; a l a r g e p a r t of t h i s i n d u s t r i a l acreage was found i n the e a s t e r n 
area (H.A. 8 8 . 2 2 ) . Commercial a c t i v i t i e s - r e t a i l shops, o f f i c e s , e t c . -
occupied 31 p e r c e n t , automobile s to rage and s e r v i c e s , 15.9 p e r c e n t , and ware-
houses , 4 p e r c e n t . 

The land devoted to the p r o v i s i o n of homes - 1 ,143 ac res i n 
1955-56, or j u s t under 11 pe r cen t of the ne t space - i s exceeded by the r e s i -
d e n t i a l acreage of only one community - F l a t b u s h - E a s t F l a t b u s h . But 802 or 
70 pe rcen t of Midwood-Fla t land 's r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s were occupied by one-
family homes. 

Popu la t ion d e n s i t y : On the b a s i s of the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n and the 
r e s i d e n t i a l space i n 1955-56 the community's popu l a t i on d e n s i t y i s low -
123.2 persons per r e s i d e n t i a l ac re . Only Canars i e had a lower d e n s i t y . 

Popula t ion s i z e 

In popu la t i on s i z e , Midwood-Flatlands ranked n in th i n 1957, wi th 
140,817 r e s i d e n t s or 5 .4 p e r c e n t of the borough t o t a l . This was the same 
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ranking he ld i n 1950 when the popu la t ion was s l i g h t l y h ighe r - 142,720. The 
l o s s between 1950 and 1957 of 1,900 persons , 1 .3 p e r c e n t , was s l i g h t . This 
small change f o r the per iod conformed to the p a t t e r n i n the contiguous com-
muni t i e s of F l a tbush -Eas t F la tbush and Gravesend. The exact boundaries 
drawn f o r these severa l communities, of course , are a r b i t r a r y and a r t i f i c i a l 
and o f f e r no p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n of "communities" in a s o c i o l o g i c a l sense , 

In common with o t h e r southwestern and sou theas t e rn a reas of 
Brooklyn, t h i s community's popu la t i on growth was s u b s t a n t i a l during the 
1920's when Brooklyn as a whole gained about 540,000 r e s i d e n t s . By 1930 the 
popu la t ion had r i s e n to 101,334. The depress ion years added 25,241 pe r sons , 
a 25 pe rcen t r i s e , t o a 1940 count of 126,575. The growth was l e s s marked 
but s u b s t a n t i a l during the 1940 's - 16,145 persons o r 12.8 p e r c e n t . In the 
twenty years from 1930 to 1950, t h e r e f o r e , the popu la t ion expansion of 41 
pe rcen t had brought i n 41,386 r e s i d e n t s . 

In 1930, Midwood-Flatlands ranked fou r t een th among ths twenty com-
muni t i e s i n popu la t ion s i z e but by 1940 had r i s e n to t en th p l a c e . The 
borough 's growth slowed down dur ing the 1930 to 1940 decade, i n c r e a s i n g by 
only 5 p e r c e n t . This was the per iod when Brooklyn 's i n h a b i t a n t s were 
migra t ing w i t h i n the borough from the more crowded, urban s e c t i o n s to the 
l e s s -deve loped , suburban neighborhoods. This t rend continued dur ing the 
1940 's but the r ead jus tmen t s between communities were l im i t ed to s h i f t s of 
one p lace i n the r a n k i n g . 2 / 

C u l t u r a l groups 

1950 Census: The r e s i d e n t s of t h i s community were almost e n t i r e l y 
whi tes of n a t i v e , c o n t i n e n t a l o r i g i n or of European background. The th ree 
m i n o r i t i e s - Negro, Puer to Rican and nonwhites o the r than Negro - c o n s t i -
t u t ed 0 . 6 pe r cen t of the 1950 t o t a l . Some 364 of the 458 Negroes l i ved i n 
the Midwood s e c t i o n , most of them i n Heal th Area 73 .10 . 

Popu la t i on of Midwood-Flatl anos, 
by c u l t u r a l group: 1950 

Pe rcen t 
C u l t u r a l group Number of t o t a l 

A l l c l a s s e s 142,720 100.0 

Con t inen ta l n a t i v e white 115,211 80.7 
Fore ign-born whi te 26,654 18.7 
Puer to Rican 247 0 . 2 
Negro 458 0 . 3 
Other nonwhite r aces 150 0 . 1 

2 / Bushwick-Ridgewood i s the one excep t ion! i t dropped from 9th to 12th 
p l a c e . 
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The Russ ian -born were by f a r the l a r g e s t group w i t h i n the f o r e i g n -
born component - a few more than 8,000 p e r s o n s o r 30 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l • 
I f those of P o l i s h , A u s t r i a n , Hungar ian , and Rumanian b i r t h a r e combined wi th 
the R u s s i a n , t h i s group c o n s t i t u t e d 54 .6 p e r c e n t . Germany c o n t r i b u t e d a n o t h e r 
6 p e r c e n t to the middle and e a s t e r n European t o t a l . The I t a l i a n c o n t i n g e n t 
was second to the Russ ian - 13 p e r c e n t . The E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s were 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 14.6 p e r c e n t - t he Uni ted Kingdom and Canada f o r 8 . 6 and 
E i r e f o r 6 p e r c e n t . I n a d d i t i o n , about 1 ,000 r e s i d e n t s were from the 
Scand inav ian c o u n t r i e s , F i n l a n d and L i t h u a n i a , and a lmost 300 from Greece . 

A l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n of the f a m i l i e s to which the e a s t e r n and middle 
Europeans belonged were J e w i s h , i f the a n a l y s i s of dea th c e r t i f i c a t e s by 
cemetery of b u r i a l i s a r e a s o n a b l y good i n d e x . Some 45 p e r c e n t of t h e c e r -
t i f i c a t e s i s s u e d dur ing 1954 f o r whi te a d u l t s 25 y e a r s o l d or o l d e r p rov ided 
f o r b u r i a l i n a Jewish cemetery . 

1957 Census: The c u l t u r a l compos i t ion con t inued to how a p r e -
dominance of w h i t e s of n a t i v e o r European h e r i t a g e . The nonwhite r e s i d e n t s 
were fewer than i n 1950j t h e d e c r e a s e may be the r e s u l t of the c l o s i n g of 
the temporary v e t e r a n s p r o j e c t - Marine Park - i n 1954. There i s no e v i -
dence of a r i s e i n the P u e r t o Rican group s i n c e 1950. 

P o p u l a t i o n of Midwood-Fla t lands , by c o l o r : 1957 
P e r c e n t 

Color Number of t o t a l 

140,817 100.0 

140,277 9 9 . 6 
413 0 . 3 
127 0 . 1 

Al l c l a s s e s 

White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite r a c e s 

The s t a t emen t about Pue r to R icans , of cou r se , i s dependent upon 
an e s t i m a t e based on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of B r o o k l y n ' s P u e r t o Rican school 
c h i l d r e n among the communit ies . The method used g i v e s an approximate f i g u r e 
of 200 o r a l i t t l e over 0 . 1 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . Th i s would reduce t h e con-
t i n e n t a l w h i t e s ' p r o p o r t i o n , a s shown above, to 9 9 . 5 p e r c e n t of the t o t a l . 

The on ly i n d i c a t i o n of c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y i s found i n the r e l i g i o u s 
and s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e neighborhood. The p r e s e n c e i n 1959 of 16 
Jewish synagogues and 2 Jewish p a r o c h i a l schoo l s s u p p o r t s the a s sumpt ion , 
based on t h e 1954 dea th c e r t i f i c a t e s , t h a t a s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n of the 
f a m i l i e s a r e of the Jewish f a i t h . The 5 C a t h o l i c p a r i s h chu rches , each w i th 
i t s p a r i s h s choo l , a r e f a i r ev idence of a no t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e C a t h o l i c popu-
l a t i o n . A Greek Orthodox church , i n combinat ion wi th the 1950 da t a on p e r -
sons born i n Greece , sugges t s a s e t t l e m e n t of f a m i l i e s of Greek o r i g i n . 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the l o c a t i o n of 11 P r o t e s t a n t churches w i t h i n 
the community i s l e s s easy to e v a l u a t e . S ix denominat ions m a i n t a i n c h u r c h e s , 
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but the membership i n each may be smal l , o r the members may l i v e a t a con-
s ic lerable d i s t a n c e . The churches may be evidence of the e a r l i e r , r a t h e r 
than the p r e s e n t , composit ion of the popu la t i on . The 4 Lutheran churches may 
r e f l e c t the group of f a m i l i e s of German and Scandinavian o r i g i n i n d i c a t e d by 
the 1950 Census. 

B i r th s t a t i s t i c s ; The a n a l y s i s of b i r t h s to r e s i d e n t s of t h i s com-
munity shows l i t t l e change i n the b i r t h s to Puer to Rican mothers; the count . 
was 7 i n 1952, 6 i n 1957, and 5 i n 1958. Nonwhite b i r t h s a l so va r i ed i n -
s i g n i f i c a n t l y - 17 i n 1952, 15 i n 1957, and 18 i n 1958. The l i v e b i r t h s to 
white mothers were 99.0 pe rcen t of the t o t a l of 2,510 i n 1952, 99 .2 pe rcen t 
of the t o t a l of 2,548 in 1957, and 99 .1 pe r cen t of the 2,506 c h i l d r e n born 
i n 1958. 

School da t a ; The 10 pub l i c schools loca ted w i th in the community -
o r 11 i f the annex to P .S . 207 i s counted - had enrolments of 11,889 c h i l d r e n 
i n September 1957 and 12,636 i n October 1958. The "white" c h i l d r e n c o n s t i -
t u t e d 99 .5 and 99 .4 percent of these t o t a l s . The count of Negro c h i l d r e n 
was 34 i n the former year and 45 i n the l a t t e r . The Puer to Rican c h i l d r e n 
numbered 20 i n 1957 and 26 i n 1958. 

The Ca tho l i c pa roch i a l schools i n t h i s area had 6,980 s tuden t s i n 
October 1958 and the two Jewish schools had 620 s t u d e n t s . Thus, 37.6 p e r -
cen t of a l l c h i l d r e n a t t end ing the l o c a l schools were i n the p a r o c h i a l 
s choo l s . The s p e c i a l survey of Ca tho l i c schools i n June 1959 found only 2 
c h i l d r e n from Spanish-speaking f a m i l i e s . On the assumption t h a t Puer to 
Rican c h i l d r e n a re not l i k e l y to a t t end Jewish schools , i t i s apparent t h a t 
the 20,236 c h i l d r e n i n the l o c a l schools inc luded only 28 Puer to Ricans i n 
October 1958. 

Age groups 

The age p a t t e r n of Midwood-Flatlands might be desc r ibed as "middle-
aged." The r e s i d e n t s who were 45-64 years o ld i n 1957 formed the l a r g e s t 
of the age groups - 27.7 pe r cen t compared with the borough-wide percentage 
of 24 .1 . But the group 65 yea r s o ld or o l d e r was p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l e s s 
impor tant than i n the borough d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

P o p u l a t i o n of Midwood-Flatlands, by age group; 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Pe rcen t Pe rcen t Percen t 
Age group Number of t o t a l Number of t o t a l change 

Al l ages 142,720 100.0 140,817 100.0 - 1 .3 

Under 6 yea r s 15,171 10.6 13,030 9 . 2 - 1 4 . 1 
6-13 years 15,768 11.0 17,735 12.6 12.5 
14-19 years 10,762 7 . 5 11,599 8 . 2 7 .8 
20-24 years 10,500 7 . 4 8,414 6 .0 -19 .9 
25-29 years 10,628 7 . 4 9,114 6 . 5 - 1 4 . 2 
30-44 years 35,034 24 .5 30,114 21.4 - 1 4 . 0 
45-64 years 35,453 24,8 39,013 27.7 10.0 
65 years and over • 9 ,404 6 .6 11,798 8 . 4 25.5 
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The younger a d u l t groups - 20-29 yea r s and 30-44 yea r s - were come-
what below the borough-wide pe rcen tages of 13.7 and 22 .3 . Used as s t anda rds 
of measurement these groups show cons ide rab le r educ t ion i n comparison with 
1950, a f a c t presumably r e l a t e d to the s u b s t a n t i a l decrease i n the number of 
p re - schoo l c h i l d r e n ; the 10 pe rcen t i n c r e a s e i n r e s i d e n t s 45 years and over 
whose c h i l d r e n would be o l d e r , presumably i s not u n r e l a t e d to the r i s e i n 
the teen-age group. 

Ch i ld ren and youth under 20 years c o n s t i t u t e d 30 pe r cen t of the 
t o t a l , not markedly low i n r e l a t i o n to the borough f i g u r e of 31 p e r c e n t , 
but low enough to rank the community t h i r t e e n t h on t h i s s co re . But the teen-
agers accounted f o r 8 .2 p e r c e n t and those under 14 years of age f o r on ly 
21 .8 pe r cen t (Table 7b) . Indeed, Midwood-Flatlands ranked t h i r d i n i t s 
popu la t ion p r o p o r t i o n 14-19 yea r s old but f o u r t e e n t h i n the p r o p o r t i o n under 
14 y e a r s . 

Sex d i s t r i b u t i o n ; The r a t i o of males to females of a l l ages was 
about the same i n 1957 i n t h i s community as i t was f o r Brooklyn as a whole 
but i n the i n d i v i d u a l age groups the p a t t e r n i s r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t . The male 
r a t i o s among the c h i l d r e n under 14 a re above the borough r a t i o s ; they. .are a l s o 
h ighe r f o r the groups 25-29 years and 45-64 y e a r s . Men 20-24 years o ld ho ld 
about the same p o s i t i o n as i n the borough; i n the o t h e r age groups, the male 
r a t i o s a re lower than the borough-wide r a t i o s . 

Popu la t i on of Midwood-Flat lands, by age group and sex, 
and r a t i o of males to females : 1950 and 1957 

1957 Census 1950 Census 
Males Males 

Aqe qroup 
pe r 100 pe r 100 

Aqe qroup Male Female females Male Female females 

Al l ages 69.324 73.396 94 .5 68,248 72,569 94.0 

Under 6 yea r s 7 ,793 7,378 105.6 6,713 6,317 106.3 
6-13 years 7 ,994 7 ,774 102.8 9 ,163 8 ,572 106.9 
14-19 yea r s 5 ,313 5,449 97 .5 5,656 5 ,943 95 .2 
20-24 years 5 ,053 5,447 92 .8 3,936 4,478 87 .9 
25-29 years 5 ,043 5,585 90 .3 4,566 4,548 100.4 
30-44 years 16,178 18,856 85 .8 13,684 16,430 83 .3 
45-64 years 17,726 17,727 100.0 19,140 19,873 96 .3 
65 years and over 4 ,224 5,180 81 .5 5,390 6 ,408 84 .1 

Other popu l a t i on c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 1950 

One ge t s the impress ion of a f a i r l y s t a b l e p o p u l a t i o n growing some-
what o l d e r dur ing the per iod 1950 to 1957; t h i s might be expected i n t h i s 
community with i t s high p r o p o r t i o n of home owners. I t may be t h a t the on ly 
noteworthy change was the l o s s of the young f a m i l i e s of the v e t e r a n s who 
had l i ved i n the 844 dwel l ing u n i t s of the S t a t e Vete rans ' Emergency Housing 
P ro j ec t -Mar ine Houses. This p r o j e c t c losed i n January 1954. C e r t a i n l y 
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t h e r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n of an i n f l u x of minor i ty groups. The new dwell ing 
u n i t s - probably apartments - suggest some turnover i n the popu la t ion ; i n 
view of the changes i n the age groups, i t seems probable t h a t such turnover 
as occurred c o n s i s t e d in the ou t -mig ra t i on of some of the young a d u l t s and 
young f a m i l i e s and t h e i r replacement by o l d e r r e s i d e n t s . I n g e n e r a l , the 
socio-economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s revea led by the 1950 Census may be expected 
to have more c u r r e n t value f o r t h i s community than most. 

Economic s t a t u s : The economic l e v e l 0f Midwood-Flatlands, measured 
by the median family income i n 1949, was wel l above the Brooklyn l e v e l . I n 
comparison with a borough median of $3,447, the medians f o r t h i s community 
va r i ed from $4,384 to $5,018 i n four of the hea l t h a r e a s ; the l e a s t de-
veloped area where the v e t e r a n s ' housing was loca ted had a lower median i n -
come - $3,821. For the persons not l i v i n g i n family groups, the medians 
ranged from $1,115 to $1,539; two h e a l t h a reas had medians above the $1,280 
median f o r Brooklyn. 

Educa t iona l l e v e l : The l e v e l of formal school ing completed by 
a d u l t s (25 years o ld and over) was well above the Brooklyn median of 8 .9 
years f o r w h i t e s . The community medians were 10.0 and 10.3 years i n the 
e a s t e r n h e a l t h a r ea s and from 11.4 to 11.9 years i n the th ree western a r e a s . 

Family groups: Not unexpedtedly most of the r e s i d e n t s l i ved with 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Only 4,750 persons over 14 years of age l i ved alone or with 
n o n - r e l a t i v e s . The 38,780 f a m i l i e s inc luded 36,885 husband-wife f a m i l i e s ; 
l e s s than 5 p e r c e n t were composed of one pa r en t with minor or a d u l t c h i l d r e n 
o r some o t h e r r e l a t e d group. 

Ass i s t ance and h e a l t h data 

Pub l i c a s s i s t a n c e : l n 1957 t h i s community conta ined 5 .4 percen t 
of the borough 's popu la t ion ; the 1959 popu la t ion probably i s as l a rge a 
p r o p o r t i o n of the t o t a l . Yet i t had as r e s i d e n t s only 0 . 8 pe rcen t of the 
Brooklyn cases r ece iv ing a s s i s t a n c e checks on March 2, 1959. The 339 cases 
a re not d i r e c t l y comparable with popu la t i on data s ince a case may c o n s i s t 
e i t h e r of one person or of a f ami ly . In t h i s i n s t a n c e , few f a m i l i e s were 
i n the case load . Only 13 cases - and these may inc lude f a m i l i e s - were r e -
ce iv ing home r e l i e f ; 35 f a m i l i e s were on a id to dependent c h i l d r e n . Most of 
the cases - 291 - were i n d i v i d u a l s on the o ld-age or b l ind a s s i s t a n c e r o l l s 
or r e ce iv ing a id to the d i s a b l e d . 

Heal th i n d i c e s : One h e a l t h area (73.20) had an i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y 
r a t e i n 1957 of 25 .9 deaths pe r 1,000 l i v e b i r t h s , a t r i f l e above the 
Brooklyn r a t e of 25 .2 . The r a t e i n Heal th Area 88.22 was 23 .3 ; elsewhere 
the r a t e s were from 9 . 3 to 15 .5 pe r 1,000. 

Venereal d i s ea se inc idence was low as measured by the cases newly 
r epor t ed dur ing 1957 per 100,000 of the 1957 popu la t ion . The r a t e s i n the 
a r ea s i n t h i s community va r i ed from 20 .3 to 58.9 per 100,000, compared with 
a Brooklyn r a t e of 308.4. Tubercu los i s p reva lence a l so was low. Compared 
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with the Brooklyn r a t e s of 1.20 and 0 .98 , based on the a c t i v e cases on the 
Department of H e a l t h ' s r e g i s t e r on December 31 of 1956 and 1958, the r a t e s 
f o r Midwood-Flatlands were 0 . 3 4 and 0 .25 . 

Delinquency r a t e s 

O f f i c i a l del inquency cases r e l a t e d to the 1950 p o p u l a t i o n 6-20 yea r s 
of age r e s u l t e d i n a Brooklyn r a t e of 14.7 per 1,000 i n 1951. The Brooklyn 
r a t e s computed f o r 1957 and 1958, based on cases i n those years r e l a t e d to 
the a p p r o p r i a t e age groups i n the 1957 p o p u l a t i o n , were 33 .4 and 41 .2 pe r 
1,000. In t h i s community the r a t e s i n 1951 were 2 .6 and 2 .7 i n Heal th Areas 
73.10 and 73 .20 . Elsewhere, the r a t e s were 13.6 and 13.9 pe r 1,000. I n 
1957, the community r a t e s v a r i e d from 8 .8 to 16.2 per 1 ,000. I n 1958, the 
r a t e s i n four a reas ranged from 7 . 5 to 16 .3 but one area (88.21) had a r a t e 
of 37 .6 . 

Housing 

The annual count of dwel l ing u n i t s made fo r the C i t y P lanning 
Department shows a 7 .6 pe r cen t i n c r e a s e from the 1950 Census count of 41,545 
u n i t s to 44,689 i n 1955-56. A f u r t h e r r i s e i s i n d i c a t e d by the 1957-58 count 
of 45,617 dwel l ings - a cumulat ive i n c r e a s e of 9 .8 p e r c e n t . Since the l o c a l 
count i nc ludes homes a t an e a r l y s tage of c o n s t r u c t i o n , not a l l the u n i t s 
n e c e s s a r i l y were ready f o r occupants . The p r i v a t e c o n s t r u c t i o n of l a r g e -
s c a l e housing on which i n fo rma t ion i s a v a i l a b l e i s of two types . One p r o j e c t , 
Westview T e r r a c e , of 6 b u i l d i n g s , 7 s t o r i e s h igh , completed between 1953 and 
1955,provides 1,275 u n i t s . A coopera t ive p r o j e c t completed i n 1954 -
F i l lmore Gardens - p rovides 340 apar tments i n 27 b u i l d i n g s of two s t o r i e s . 

Type of housing 1955-56; At the time of the land use survey, 802 
or 70 pe rcen t of the 1,143 r e s i d e n t i a l a c r e s were occupied by one - fami ly 
homes; detached houses occupied 462 and row houses 340 a c r e s . Two-family 
houses absorbed a l i t t l e l e s s than 20 pe rcen t of the land and m u l t i - u n i t 
s t r u c t u r e s , about 10 p e r c e n t . 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i n 1950: I n reviewing the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
housing i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1950 i t should be remembered t h a t the da ta do i n c l u d e 
the v e t e r a n s ' housing now demolished and do not inc lude the r e c e n t l y con-
s t r u c t e d apar tments or o t h e r new homes. I n 1950, 40,780 of the 41,545 dwe l l -
ing u n i t s were occupied and 44.4 p e r c e n t of them were occupied by t h e i r 
owners. Over t h r e e - f i f t h s (61 .1 pe rcen t ) of the homes were found i n the one-
or two-family houses . Some 3 .8 pe r cen t of the homes were c l a s s i f i e d as o v e r -
crowded but only 1 .5 pe rcen t as subs tandard . 

P u b l i c housing: No p u b l i c l y - o p e r a t e d housing now e x i s t s i n t h i s 
area and none has been announced f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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SECTION I I SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY /̂ 

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

None 

Other ausp ices 

1. C h i l d r e n ' s Corner Nursery School 
1275 Eas t 48 S t r e e t 

2. F la tbush Nursery School, I n c . (Cooperat ive) 
1167 Eas t 13 S t r e e t 

3. Kingsway Jewish Center Nursery School 
2902 Nostrand Avenue 

Group Work and Recrea t ion Se rv i ce s 

1. Brooklyn P u b l i c L ib ra ry 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct s p e c i a l programs f o r both a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y or on a r e g u l a r weekly or 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n t h e 
1958-1959 year a re l i s t e d . 

F l a t l a n d s Branch 
2065 F la tbush Avenue 

Great Books Discuss ion Group - twice monthly; P i c t u r e Book Hour 
f o r c h i l d r e n - weekly; Story Hour f o r ch i l d r en - monthly; 
Films f o r c h i l d r e n - one or two a f t e rnoons a month. 

Kings Highway Branch 
2115 Ocean Avenue 

S to ry Hour f o r c h i l d r e n monthly p a r t of the yea r ; a l so Adult 
Film Program in win te r months. 

Midwood Branch 
975 Eas t 16 S t r e e t 

P i c t u r e Book Hour f o r c h i l d r e n - weekly; Films f o r c h i l d r e n -
monthly o r o f t e n e r , Adult Films during f a l l . 

1 / I nc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca t ed i n t h i s community, al though se rv ice 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services- continued 

2. Council Day Center f o r Older People of the Brooklyn S e c t i o n , 
Nat ional Council of Jewish Women 
1207 Kings Highway 

Recrea t ion program f o r men and women, 60 years and over , from 
Brooklyn! i n t e r r a c i a l ; n o n s e c t a r i a n . Engl i sh and Yiddish a re 
spoken. S o c i a l , r e c r e a t i o n a l , in fo rmal educa t ion , s p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t groups and c l a s s e s . Meets Monday through Fr iday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

3. Eas t Midwood Jewish Center 
1625 Ocean Avenue 

F a c i l i t i e s : Gymnasium, swimming poo l , 10 c lub rooms, l i b r a r y , 
audi tor ium, game room. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Adult forums, d ramat i c s , music, p h y s i c a l educa t ion , 
swimming, youth c l u b s . 

4. Educat ion, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r s serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s i nc lude p a i n t i n g , d ramat i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing , q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Cente rs serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Centers.: Cen te rs o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as well as a few o t h e r s , 
a re on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They p rov ide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accept c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agenc ies and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . 

James Madison High School: Evening Community Center 
3787 Bedford Avenue 

Open Monday through Fr iday evenings ; swimming a v a i l a b l e . 

P .S . 119: A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
3829 Avenue K 

P .S . 193: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
2515 Avenue L 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Wednesday and F r iday . 

2 / In a d d i t i o n to usua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c e n t e r p rov ides a program of 
in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 
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Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

P.S . 197: Evening Community C e n t e r , 2 / A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1599 East 22 S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Monday through Fr iday . 

P .S . 199: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1100 Elm Avenue 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Thursday, Fr iday and Saturday. 
Af ternoon program i s s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g . 

P . S . 203: Evening Community Center , A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
East 51 S t r e e t and Avenue M 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday . 

P .S . 207: Evening Community Cen te r^ / 
F i l lmore Avenue and Coleman S t r e e t 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday evenings. 

P .S . 236: Evening Community Center 
Avenue U, East 63 S t r e e t to East 64 S t r e e t 

Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings . 

J . H . S . 240: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
Nostrand Avenue and Avenue K 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Thursday, Fr iday and Saturday . 

J . H . S . 278: Evening Community Center 
S t u a r t S t r e e t and F i l lmore Avenue 

Open Tuesday and Thursday evenings . 

5. Kingsway Jewish Community Center 
2902 Kings Highway 

F a c i l i t i e s : Auditorium, 6 c lub rooms, ballroom, gymnasium, 
swimming pool , c h i l d r e n ' s outdoor playground. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Youth c lubs , d ramat i c s , music, a d u l t educa t ion , 
p h y s i c a l educa t ion , membership a f f a i r s , summer day camp, 
a d u l t programs. 

6 . Marine Park Jewish Center 
3311 Avenue S 

F a c i l i t i e s : Soc ia l h a l l , lounge, l i b r a r y , 3 c lub rooms. 
A c t i v i t i e s : S i s t e rhood , men's group, youth groups, forums, 
l i b r a r y , a d u l t educa t ion , book and g i f t shop. 
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.Group Work and Rec rea t ion Serv ices - continued 

7 . Pa rks , Department o f , C i ty of New Y o r k ^ 

Amersford Park 
Avenues I to J , Eas t 38 to 39 S t r e e t s 

Park area - no r e c r e a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . 

Marine Park 
F l a tbush , G e r r i t t s e n and Fi l lmore Avenues to Jamaica Bay 

Fi l lmore Avenue Area 
F i l lmore Avenue to Avenue U 

Six ba seba l l diamonds, 5 s o f t b a l l diamonds, 3 f o o t b a l l 
f i e l d s , c r i c k e t f i e l d ; t e n n i s , b a s k e t b a l l , h andba l l , 
horseshoe p i t c h i n g , paddle t e n n i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s ; r o l l e r hockey a r e a , playground with wading p o o l . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

J . H . S . 278 Playground 
F i l lmore Avenue and S t u a r t S t r e e t 

Playground, b a s k e t b a l l and handba l l c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Avenue U and Eas t 38 S t r e e t 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s ; p layground; model a i r p l a n e f l y i n g f i e l d (1 ,000 f t , 
southwest of t h i s a r e a ) . Rec rea t i on l e a d e r s h i p . 

Boat Basin 
F la tbush Avenue oppos i t e Floyd Bennet t F i e l d 

Rowboat r e n t a l s , use of f l o a t . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P.S. 2774/ 
Eas t of G e r r i t t s e n Avenue between Avenue X and Bijou Avenue 

Playground . 
Eas t of G e r r i t t s e n Avenue a t Seba Avenue^/ 

Playground 
Avenue L between Eas t 17 and 18 S t r e e t s 

B a s k e t b a l l , h a n d b a l l , horseshoe p i t c h i n g and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s , t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e and r o l l e r s k a t i n g a r e a s ; 
playground with wading poo l . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

3 / I n d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term " p l a y -
ground" to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k i n d e r g a r t e n 
swings, l a rge and k i n d e r g a r t e n s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r -
c i s e u n i t , a sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool o r a shower spray and a 
comfort s t a t i o n . 

4 / This playground i s desc r ibed i n the Sheepshead Bay community which 
i t s e rves al though i t i s loca ted w i t h i n the border of the Midwood-
F l a t l a n d s area i n Marine Park . 
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Playground 
Nostrand Avenue between Kings Highway and Avenue P 

Handball and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s , playground. 
Rec rea t i on l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Avenue U between East 58 and East 60 S t r e e t s 

Two s o f t b a l l diamonds. 

Playground 
F l a t l a n d s Avenue, Avenue M, Eas t 38 and Ryder S t r e e t s 

Playground with l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Avenue N and Ut ica Avenue 

S o f t b a l l f i e l d ; b a s k e t b a l l , handbal l and horseshoe 
p i t c h i n g c o u r t s ; playground. Recrea t ion l eade r sh ip , 

Other vo lun ta ry agencies 
The Camp F i r e G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the P u b l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r e a , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo ls , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc i e s . Ca tho l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman C a t h o l i c 
churches , but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups 
served vary from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs 
( s o c i a l ) a l so e x i s t i n s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Chi ld Heal th Se rv i ces 

None 

Mental Heal th Se rv ices 

New Hope Guild f o r Emotional ly Dis turbed Chi ld ren , I n c . 
1777 Eas t 21 S t r e e t 

Psychotherapy fo r a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n and t h e i r p a r e n t s , 
a l so group and p l ay the rapy ; psycholog ica l t e s t i n g and 
d i a g n o s i s ; speech and reading the rapy . 

Other C l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

None 

5 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wide s e r v i c e s contained i n the I n t r o d u c -
t i o n . Madison Park Hosp i t a l of Adelphi Col lege i s l oca t ed i n t h i s 
community. 
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Other C l i n i c s - continued 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp i ce s 

H e a l t h , Department o f , C i t y of New York: Dental c l i n i c f o r c h i l d r e n . 
P .S . 203, Avenue M between Eas t 51 and Eas t 52 S t r e e t s 

B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT OFFICES^ 

Family S e r v i c e , Chi ld Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s ^ / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 71 S t a t i o n House 
421 Empire Boulevard 

Serves a l l youth under 21 yea r s of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r e a tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s , 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Ha l l Welfare Center 
330 J a y S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l ca re and employment 
counse l ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s j homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s wi th c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

I 

6 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though 
the o f f i c e may not be l o c a t e d w i t h i n the a r e a . 

7 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e 
se rv ing the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION III FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1. Public School 119 
3829 Avenue K 

2. Public School 193 
2515 Avenue L 

3. Public School 195 Annex 
Floyd Bennett Field 

li. Public School 197 
1599 E. 22 Street 

5. Public School 199 
1100 Elm Avenue 

6. Public School 203 
E 5  Street and Avenue M ־. 1

7. Public School 207 
Fillmore Avenue and Coleman Street 

8. Public School 222 
Quentin Road and E. 3U Street 

9• Public School 236 
Avenue U, E. 63 to E. 611 Streets 

10• Junior High School 2U0 
Nostrand Avenue and Avenue K 

11• Junior High School 278 
Stuart Street and Fillmore Avenue 

B» PAROCHIAL SCHOOIS 

Roman Catholic 

1• Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish School 
1621!. E. 53 Street 

2. Our Lady Help of Christians Parish School 
131U E. 29 Street 
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B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS - continued 

Roman Catholic - continued 

3• Resurrection Parish School 
2335 Gerritsen Avenue 

U* St• Brendan Parish School 
1219 Avenue 0 

5• St• Thomas Aquinas Parish School 
Boys' Department: 2000 Flatbush Avenue 
Girls י Department: 1500 Hendrikson Street 

Jewish 

1• East Midwood Jewish Center Day School 
1625 Ocean Avenue 

2• Yeshivah Rambam 
3121 Kings Highway 
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SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Lutheran 

1. Advent Lutheran Church (UL) 
Avenue P and Eas t 12 S t r e e t 

2 . Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (MO) 
2142 New York Avenue 

3 . Holy T r i n i t y Lutheran Church of F la tbush (UL) 
Avenue R and Hendrickson S t r e e t 

4 . S t . P a u l ' s Lutheran Church (UL) 
Avenue J and East 40 S t r e e t 

Other 

5. Bible C h r i s t i a n Church ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
1101 Eas t 35 S t r e e t 

6 . Brooklyn Church of C h r i s t ( U n c l a s s i f i e d ) 
3412 Avenue K 

7 . F l a t l a n d s Reformed Church (Reformed Church i n America) 
Kings Highway and Eas t 40 S t r e e t 

8 . Kings Highway B a p t i s t Church 
Eas t 27 S t r e e t and Quent in Road 

9 . Kings Highway Methodis t Church 
1387 E a s t 37 S t r e e t 

10. Kingslawn United C h r i s t i a n Church 
Ralph Avenue near Avenue N 

11. S t . Simon's P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
2910 Avenue M 

12. Three Hie ra rchs Greek Orthodox Church 
1724 Avenue P 
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B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Mary Queen of Heaven R. C. Church 
1319 Eas t 57 S t r e e t 

2 . Our Lady Help of C h r i s t i a n s R. C. Church 
1315 Eas t 28 S t r e e t 

3 . R e s u r r e c t i o n R. C. Church 
2325 G e r r i t t s e n Avenue 

4 . S t . Brendan R. C. Church 
1525 Eas t 12 S t r e e t 

5. S t . Thomas Aquinas R. C. Church 
1550 Hendrikson S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

Congregat ion Ahaveth I s r a e l of Eas t Midwood (Orthodox) 
2818 Avenue K 

Avenue M Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
1832-1838 Bay Avenue 

Congregat ion Beth I s a a c (Orthodox) 
1719 Avenue P 

Congregat ion Beth Judah (Orthodox) 
1960 Schenectady Avenue 

Eas t Midwood Jewish Cen te r (Conserva t ive) 
1625 Ocean Avenue 

Congregat ion Etz Chaim of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
1647 Eas t 13 S t r e e t 

F la tbush Park Jewish Center (Orthodox) 
6324 Avenue N 

Jewish Center of Kings Highway (Conserva t ive) 
1202 Avenue P 

Jewish Communal Center of F la tbush (Conserva t ive) 
1302 Avenue I 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7 . 

8. 

9 . 



230 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

10. Congregat ion Kahal Yereim of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
1180 Eas t 13 S t r e e t 

11. Madison Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
2989 Nostrand Avenue 

12. Marine Park Jewish Center (Conservat ive and Orthodox Congregations) 
3311 Avenue S 

13. Congregat ion Sfard and Talmud Torah 
1593 Coney I s l a n d Avenue 

14. Talmud Torah of F la tbush (Orthodox) 
1325 Coney I s l a n d Avenue 

15. Temple Ahaveth Sholom of Fla tbush (Reformed) 
1609 Avenue R 

16. Temple Sholom of F la tbush (Conservat ive) 
5814 Avenue N 
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

SECTION I DESCRIPTION OF THE COMMUNITY 

Boundaries and land use 

During the twentieth century this area's development has been in 
the direction of a middle-class residential neighborhood. I t i s one of 
the two Brooklyn communities whose population has grown rapidly and con-
tinuously since 1930. As defined in this report, Sheepshead Bay i s the 
section extending from Avenue R south to Sheepshead Bay, with the Midwood 
section on the north and Coney Island to the south. The western boundary -
Coney Island Avenue - separates this community from Gravesend. On the 
east, Gerritsen Avenue i s the common border with the southwestern portion 
of the Midwood-Flatlands community. The health areas included are 87.10, 
87.21, 87.22 and 89. 

The neighborhood north of Avenue V (H.A. 87.10) generally con-
sidered to be part of Midwood, had become a residential section of over 
18,000 by 1930. The areas nearer the Bay - commonly known as Sheepshead 
Bay - developed more slowly. As late as 19U0, the southern portion was 
described as "a neighborhood of low, wooden houses, with the earmarks of 
a fishing village," while the inland section merged with the middle-class 
residential area to the north. 

In the nineteenth century this locality became famous as a 
sports center. A race track was constructed and prize fights and other 
sporting events supplemented the horse racing. With the advent of the 
automobile, a speedway for motor races replaced the horse racing. This 
Bay area i s s t i l l a center for fishermen. A f l ee t of boats operating for 
pleasure ocean fishing makes i t s headquarters along the shore; several 
seafood restaurants cater to visitors. The crews of the fishing f l ee t 
operate a f ish market as a side line on the piers, selling their morning's 
catch when they dock. 

fc. 
Within the last decade, the section east of Ocean Avenue and 

south of Avenue V has been the scene of considerable residential construc-
tion, including Nostrand Houses and Sheepshead Bay Houses - «riydKI&®»inc©me 
public projects, privately-owned rental and cooperative multi-family 
dwellings, such as the Kings Bay Housing described in a subsequent para-
graph. 

In land area, this i s not one of the larger communities; the 
total acreage - 2,175 - ranks i t eighth in geographical extent, but i t 
exceeds Park Slope's area by only 3 acres. The local streets and thorough-
fares take up 666 acres, leaving for a l l purposes other than traff ic 1,1*89 
acres. 
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Land use: The distribution of these 1,1489 acres by the form of 
their use when the 1955-56 inventory was taken reveals that 253 acres, 
17 percent of the to ta l , were then vacant. The Plumb Beach area of Marine 
Park, other park lands and the outdoor playgrounds absorbed 462 acres, or 
31 percent. Commercial and industrial ac t iv i t i e s of a l l types accounted 
for 76 acres, 5 percent, and transportation f a c i l i t i e s for 11; acres or 1 
percent of the available land. The public and private f a c i l i t i e s , such as 
police and f i r e stations, schools, churches, synagogues, l ibraries , nursing 
homes, social agencies1 buildings, e t c . , occupied only 24 acres or 1.6 per-
cent. 

The re ta i l shops, o f f i c e s , and other commercial buildings 
occupied 35, or 46 percent^ of the 76 acres devoted to business. Warehouses 
and automobile storage and services ut i l i zed almost 19 percent, with indus-
t r i a l plants on the remaining 35 percent. Light industries were more 
common than heavy, taking 21 of the 27 industrial acres. 

The major form of land use was residential; the homes of a l l 
types accounted for 659 acres or kh percent of the 1,489 net acres; single 
and double family structures occupied 533 or 81 percent of the 659 acres. 

Population density: On the basis of the 1955-56 residential acres 
and the number of residents in 1957ן the population density was low for 

/this'area -135 persons per residential acre. In this respect, Sheepshead 
Bay ranks eighteenth among the twenty communities. Only the large Midwood-
Flatlands community and the s t i l l sparsely-settled Canarsie area were l ess 
densely populated. 

Population s ize 

Sheepshead Bay, as noted earl ier , was one of the two communities 
where the population growth of the preceding decades continued after 1950. 
Despite an increase of 14 percent from 1950 to 1957, the 88,976 residents 
constituted only 3.U percent of Brooklyn's 1957 population. The community 
ranked sixteenth in population s ize . 

Nevertheless, th i s 1957 population represents a cumulative growth 
of almost 75 percent in the 27 years from 1930 to 1957. In 1930, the com-
munity had 50,985 residents; 18,621 l ived in the small, most highly developed 
section between Coney Island Avenue and East 27 Street, from Avenue R south 
to Avenue V (Health Area 87.10). The large area to the south and east now 
divided into Health Areas 87.21 and 87.22 had just under 25,000 inhabitants 
and Health Area 89 only 7,600. 

The decade of t h e g r e a t e s t growth was the 1 9 3 0 ' s , when some 
17,700 persons e n t e r e d t h e a r e a t o b r i n g t h e 19U0 popu la t ion t o 68,670, an 
i n c r e a s e of 35 p e r c e n t . This sharp r i s e , however, d i d no t change Sheepshead 
Bay ' s ranking by popu la t ion s i z e . I t was n i n e t e e n t h i n 1930 and remained i n 
t h a t p l a c e i n 19U0 s ince the nearby communities i n southwest Brooklyn were 
a l l b u i l d i n g up t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n s dur ing t h a t p e r i o d . 
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Population expansion continued during the 191*0 י s but at a lower 
rate; the addition of over 9,300 persons resulted in a population of ?8,019 
in 1950, a r ise of 13.6 percent. Contrary to the movement in a l l the other 
communities except Canarsie, the growth not only continued through 1957 but 
accelerated s l ight ly . These seven years saw the extension of residential 
construction - public and private ־ to the Bay area. Until after 1950, 
growth in Health Area 89 was slow; the population in 1930 of 7,578 rose only 
to 8,713 in 191*0 and to 9,086 in 1950; but the count had increased to 13,277 
by 1957. The "Midwood" area (H.A. 87.10) l o s t residents between 1950 and 
1957 but a l l other sections gained. 

Cultural groups 

1950 Census; Like i t s neighboring communities, Sheepshead Bay's 
population i s almost entirely white; in 1950 the native whites born on the 
mainland accounted for over three-fourths (77.8 percent) of a l l residents, 
the foreign-born whites for a l i t t l e more than a f i f t h , and the three 
minority groups for a l i t t l e over one percent. 

Population of Sheepshead Bay, by cultural group; 1950 
Percent 

Cultural group Number of to ta l 

All classes 78,019 100.0 

Continental native white 60,710 77.8 
Foreign-born white 16,i*5U 21.1 
Puerto Rican 98 0.1 
Negro 685 0.9 
Other nonwhite races 72 0.1 

The Negro component has been present since 1930, as i t probably 
was in earl ier years, but has fluctuated in s ize . In 1930, 1*13 of the 1*61* 
Negroes l ived in Health Area 87.21. The 797 Negroes in 191*0 and the 685 in 
1950 were fa i r ly well concentrated in the same general neighborhood. The 
Puerto Ricans in 1950 were scattered throughout a l l sections except Health 
Area 89 but the few residents belonging to one of the minor nonwhite races 
l ived in the sections near Coney Island Avenue (H.A. 87.10 and 87.21). 

Over half (56.2 percent) the white residents of foreign birth had 
come from Russia (27.8 percent), from Poland (11.6 percent), from Germany, 
or from one of the nearby countries in the eastern part of Europe. I ta ly 
was second to Russia as the country of origin of 20.3 percent of the 
foreign-born. The English-speaking countries - chief ly the United Kingdom -
were the source of 11.8 percent. No other nationality accounted for as many 
as 3 percent of the tota l . 

If the analysis of the ,death cer t i f i ca tes issued during 19$k for 
white adults (25 years old and over) i s val id as an indication of rel ig ious 
a f f i l i a t i o n , Sheepshead Bay then had a sizable Jewish population; 1*2 percent 
of the cer t i f i ca tes for these health areas called for burial in a Jewish 
cemetery. 
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1957 Census: The composition of the 1957 population was similar to 
that described in 1950. The Special Census indicates that 98.8 percent of 
the tota l was white although the Negro group had added some 2k0 persons to 
i t s number. 

Population of Sheepshead Bay, by color: 1957 
Percent 

Color Number of total 

88,976 100.0 

87,895 98.8 
928 1.0 
153 0.2 

A l l c l a s s e s 

White 
Negro 
Other nonwhite r ace s 

By the method used in t h i s study, a rough approximation of the 
Puerto Rican population in 1957 would be a maximum of 200. If this figure 
be used, the non-Puerto Rican white population would be 98,6 percent and the 
Puerto Rican group, 0.2 percent of the tota l , with the other proportions 
unchanged. 

The section on resources located in the area shows the presence 
of 10 synagogues and several Jewish community centers, three Roman Catholic 
churches, and three parish schools, as well as 6 Protestant churches. These 
organizations suggest a f a i r l y high degree of rel igio-cultural diversity 
even though the nonwhite and Puerto Rican groups are small. 

Birth s ta t i s t i c s : The l i ve births to mothers l iving in Sheepshead 
Bay totaled 1,726 in 1952, 1,583 in 1957, and 1,621 in 1958. In the earlier 
year, the 275 children born to families in public housing were 16 percent 
of the total j 9 of these children were nonwhite but none was Puerto Rican. 
Public housing families were the parents of 127 children in 1957 (Ilk white 
and 13 nonwhite), or 8 percent of the tota l and of 100 in 1958 (90 white, 
9 nonwhite and 1 Puerto Rican), or 6 percent of the tota l . 

Nonwhite births increased s l ight ly in number from 23 in 1952 to 29 
in 1957 and 31 in 1958; their percentage of the total was 1.3, 1.8, and 1.9 
in these three years. The Puerto Rican births - 5 in 1952, 2 in 1957, and k 
in 1958 - were a negligible percentage of the tota l - 0 .3, 0.1, and 0.2 
respectively. 

School data: The distribution by cultural group of the children 
attending the public elementary and junior high schools in September 1957 
and October 1958 was similar to the estimated distribution of the to ta l 
population. In 1957, 158 Negro children formed 1.3 percent and 29 Puerto 
Rican children, 0 .2 percent of the 12,291 children enrolled. In 1958, 
fewer children were in the public schools; among the 11,787 were 112 Negro, 
one percent, and 30 Puerto Rican children, 0.2 percent of the to ta l . 
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But almost 20 percent of the children in local schools attended 
the three Catholic parish schools which had an enrolment of % 8814. c h i l -
dren in October 1958. The special survey of June 1959 discovered only 
6 children from Spanish-speaking famil ies - presumably Puerto Rican - in 
one Catholic school and none in the other two. 

Age groups 

In a growing community where much of the housing i s in one-family 
homes, i t i s not surprising that children and youth should form a substan-
t i a l proportion of the residents. A third of Sheepshead Bay's 1957 popula-
tion was under 20 years of age, almost 36 percent was between 20 and 1414 
years of age and only 31 percent 145 years of age or older. 

Population of Sheepshead Bay, by age group: 1950 and 1957 
1950 Census 1957 Census 

Percent Percent Percent 
Age group Number of to ta l Number of to ta l change 

Al l ages 78,019 100.0 88,976 100.0 114.0 

Under 6 years 8,7314 11.2 9,019 10.1 3 .3 
6-13 years 9,023 11.6 13,1714 114.8 146.0 
114-19 years 5,938 7.6 7,168 8 .1 20.7 
20-214 years 6,188 7.9 14,925 5.5 -20.14 
25-29 years 6,212 8 .0 5,577 6.3 -10 .2 
30-141! years 19,1514 214.5 21,361 214.0 11.5 
145-614 years 17,967 23.0 21,3614 214.0 18.9 
65 years and over !4,803 6.2 6 , 3 8 8 7.2 33.0 

This community ranks s ixth among the twenty in the proportion of 
i t s population l e s s than 20 years old but fourth in the proportion which 
were teen-agers (114-19 years) and fourth also in the proportion from 30 
through 1414 years of age. Residents in their "middle years" had a re lat ion-
ship to the total almost ident ical with the borough-wide percentage of 
214.1. But the group 65 years old or older was smaller in relat ion to the 
t o t a l than in most communities. 

As the comparision with 1950 shows, every age group registered 
substantial gains, except the preschool children and those in their 
twenties - the age groups affected by the low birth rates of the depression 
years. The sharp upturn in the number of children 6 through 19 years of 
age i s re f lec ted in the opening of ft new' elementary school since September 
1957 and in the new Sheepshead Bay High School, Batchelder Street and 
Avenue X, the third new secondary school to be bu i l t in Brooklyn since the • 
end of World War I I , which was opened in April 1959. 

Sex distribution: The male-female rat io when a l l age groups are 
combined was somewhat above the borough-wide figure of 914.1 males per 100 
females as the next tabulation indicates . The most interesting dif ference 
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from the borough ratios i s the excess of males U5-6U years of age and the 
ratio of 93.5 males per 100 females 65 years of age or older. 

Population of Sheepshead Bay, by age group and sex, 
and rfltio of males to females: 1950 and 1957 

1950 Census 1957 Census 
Males per 

100 females 

96.3 

Male Female 
Males per 

100 females Male Female Age group 

A 1 1 a e e s 38,330 39.689 96.6 143,659 145,317 

102.14 
106.7 

95.3 
87.0 
92.1 
88.2 

101.1 
93.5 

14,1457 
6,3714 
3,671 
2,6314 
2,903 

11,352 
10,6214 

3,302 

14,562 
6,800 
3,1497 
2,291 
2,6714 

10,009 
10,7140 

3,086 

1014.14 
103.14 

98.5 
89.5 
93.2 
89.2 

102.7 
90.5 

14,272 
14,1436 
2,992 
3,266 
3,215 

10,122 
8,865 
2,521 

14,1462 
14,587 
2,9146 
2,922 
2,997 
9,032 
9,102 
2,282 

Under 6 years 
6-13 years 
114-19 years 
20-214 years 
25-29 years 
30-1414 years 
145-614 years 
65 years and over 

Other population characteristics: 1950 

With the addition of nearly 11,000 residents between 1950 and 
1957, i t i s unlikely that the social and economic characteristics des-
cribed "by the 1950 Census accurately describe the present inhabitants but 
the material which follows offers a background picture of the community. 

Economic status: The incomes received in 19149 by families in the 
Sheepshead Bay areas, when reduced to medians, were higher than the median 
of $3,14147 for a l l Brooklyn families. This community's lower medians were 
$3,1456 in Health Area 89 and $3,6140 in Health Area 87.21. The medians in 
Health Areas 87.10 and 87.22 were $14,289 and $14,313. Only Health Areas 
87.10 and 87.21 had enough adults not l iving with their families to provide 
data for a median; the medians of $1,111 and $1,2714 for these "unrelated 
persons" were below the borough-wide level of $1,280. 

Educational level: Where family income was lowest (H.A. 89), the 
median years of school completed by white adults was 8.9, identical with the 
borough-wide median. Medians in the other areas for the white residents 
were 9.2, 10.14, and 11.2 years. The nonwhite adults were too few to afford 
bases f o i medians. . 

Family groups: This was def inite ly a family community in 1950 but 
some 2,0145, 2.6 percent of the population, persons 114 years old and over 
l ived alone or with unrelated persons. Over 75,900 residents were members 
of the 20,7140 families, an average of 3.7 persons per family. There were 
20,155 married couples; only 585 or 2.8 percent of the families were 00m-
posed of one parent with minor or adult children, or some other group of 
related persons .j 
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Assistance and health data 

Public assistance; Financial dependency within a neighborhood 
at present can be measured only by this crude comparison: that Sheepshead 
Bay contained 3.1* percent of the persons l iving in Brooklyn in 1957 but 
was the home of only 0.6 percent of the public assistance cases receiving 
checks on March 2, 1959. Among the 271 assistance cases were 19 home 
rel ief cases, which may have been either families or one-person cases, and 
50 families receiving aid to dependent children. Most of the cases - 202 -
were individuals on the ro l l s for old-age or blind assistance or aid to the 
disabled. Even a high estimate, e . g . , f ive persons in each family case 
•would give no more than 3U5 persons. Obviously, the dependency rate i s low. 

Health indices: The 1957 infant mortality rates in these health 
areas were below the borough-wide rate of 25.2 deaths per 1,000 l i ve births. 
The local rates ranged from 7.2 to 19.6. The venereal disease incidence 
was low. In comparison with 308.1* cases newly reported during 1957 per 
100,000 of the 1957 population for Brooklyn as a whole, the Sheepshead Bay 
rates varied from 30.1 to 69.3 per 100,000. These infant mortality and 
venereal disease rates are based on a to ta l of 25 infant deaths and 1*3 
venereal disease cases in the entire community. 

The tuberculosis prevalence rates also were far below the 
borough-wide l eve l . The known active cases on the Department of Health's 
register as of December 31 of 1956 and 1958 related to the 1957 population 
gave rates of 1.20 and 0.98 per 1,000 for the borough of Brooklyn but only 
0,1*9 and 0.31 for Sheepshead Bay. 

Delinquency rates 

The annual delinquency rates for Brooklyn were 11*.7 per 1,000 in 
1951, 33.U in 1957, and 1*1,2 in 1958, when the 1951 o f f i c i a l cases are re-
lated to the 1950 population 6-20 years old and the 1957 and 1958 cases are 
related to the 1957 population in this .age group. In Sheepshead Bay, the 
rates ranged from 7.7 to 13.1 in 1951 and from 9.3 to 20.7 in 1957. The 
1958 rates, based on the April 1957 child and youth population, vary from 
1.1* in H.A. 87.22 to 22.8 in H.A. 87.21. This was the f i r s t year for which 
rates for Health Areas 87.21 and 87.22 were computed separately, so that 
no comparison can be made with earl ier years. 

Housing 

The annual surveys made for the City Planning Department indicate 
a 16 percent increase in the volume of housing between 1950 and 1955-56 and 
a cumulative r ise by 1957-58 of 21 percent. The 1950 Census of Housing 
enumerated 23,361 dwelling unitsj the local count made in 1957-58 found 
28,331*. Because of the inclusion of structures at a very early stage of 
construction by the local survey, the apparent increase presumably exagger-
ates housing ready for occupants. But the population rose by 11* percent 
from 1950 to April 1957 and probably has continued to grow. 
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All the sections added units but the small health area (H.A. 87.10) 
usually considered to be part of "Midwood" gained only 275 units, while the 
larger area to the east (H.A. 87.22) gained 2,195 units. The largest of the 
areas (H.A. 89) added only 1,260 units but this was a hk percent r i se . 

Type of housing 1955-56: The land use survey of 1955-56 found that 
one-family houses occupied 55.4 percent of the 659 residential acres! de-
tached houses covered 228 of the 365 acres devoted to single-family struc-
tures. The two-family homes accounted for 168 acres, or 25.5 percent, and 
multi-unit structures for only 19 percent of the residential land. The two 
public housing projects occupied about 48 of the 126 acres given over to the 
multiple-family dwellings. 

Characteristics in 1950? In view of the addition of close to 5,000 
dwelling units by 1957-58, and the construction of more by 1959, the hous-
ing information based on the 1950 Census can be useful only as a picture of 
the community to which these changes have occurred. Since both the public 
housing projects were part ial ly occupied in April 1950, their characteris-
t i c s undoubtedly are included in the census data. 

In 1950, 21,723 of the existing 23,361 dwelling units were occu- . 
pied. Home ownership was high - their owners were l iving in 43.3 percent 
of the homes in use. This community and Midwood-Flatlands, where the 
ownership percentage was 4it.il-, were the Brooklyn communities with the 
highest leve l of home ownership. Not unrelated to ownership i s the fact 
that 65.5 percent of the dwelling units were found in one- and two-family 
structures. The Census c lass i f i ed about 4 percent of the houses as over-
crowded by the standard of having more than 1.5 persons per room. The 
homes considered to be substandard were about 3.U percent of those occupied. 
Six communities had a smaller proportion of housing called substandard. 

Public housing: Both the public projects are the so-called 
middle-income, City financed type and both were completed before the end of 
1950. No additional public housing has been announced for this community. 
The projects are adjacent, sharing a common boundaiy - Batchelder Street! 
Nostrand Houses extends eastward and Sheepshead Bay Houses, westward. The 
social services ut i l iz ing the ׳child care and recreation f a c i l i t i e s in these 
projects w i l l be found in Section I I . 

1. Sheepshead Bay Houses - City project, Part II 

2955 Avenue ¥ 
Site: Avenues V to X, 

Batchelder Street to Nostrand Avenue (H.A. 87.22) 
Partially occupied - October 19119! completed August 1950 
Dwelling units - 1,056! estimated population - 3,984! 

persons per acre - 167! 18 buildings of 6 stories 
Average monthly rent per room January 1, 1959 $17.95 ־ 
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2• Nostrand Houses - City project ־ Part III 

2955 Avenue W 
Site: Avenues V to X, 

Batchelder to Bragg Streets (H.A. 87.22 and 89) 
Partial ly occupied - February 1950; completed December 1950 
Dwelling units - 1,11*8; estimated population - !*018״; 

persons per acre - 169; 16 buildings of 6 stories 
Average monthly rent per room January 1, 1959 - $18.97 

Other housing developments: A number of large-scale cooperative 
apartment projects are known to have been constructed since 1950 in the 
southern and eastern sections of the Sheepshead Bay community. The Nostrand 
Gardens Cooperative of 3U8 units was completed in 1952 as an FHA Section 213 
project. I t s s i t e i s from Avenues X to Y, from Haring to Brown Streets . 
Brigham Park, Avenue U to W, from Knapp Street to Gerritsen Avenue (also FHA, 
213), was completed in sections from 1952 to 1951*; i t has 1,131* units in 6 
buildings of 6 stories each. A conventionally financed cooperative of 1*50 
units i s reported to be located at Avenue Z and East 13 Street. 

The most unusual development, perhaps, i s the cooperative project 
called Kings Bay Housing within an area bounded by Coyle Street and Nostrand 
Avenue between Avenues Y and Z . i / 1n June 1957 the Board of Estimate author-
ized a loan for this privately bu i l t , middle-income project. The Lefrak 
Organization was selected as the builder and organizer and the Home Tit le 
Guarantee Company handled the deta i l s of the land acquisition. When appli-
cations were accepted on July 20, 1957, the families responding so far out-
numbered the units available that planning for a second section which w i l l 
house 1*,000 persons was undertaken. 

Ground was broken on January 7, 1958 for the f i r s t section which 
consists of 5U0 apartments, varying in s ize from to 6 rooms, in four 
buildings of 8 s tor ies . The down payment i s about $350 per room and the 
monthly carrying charges are estimated at $21 per room. Despite the low 
charge, the apartments are reported to have modern kitchens, a ir conditioning 
outlets , Hollywood baths, and terraces. Communi־ty rooms, as well as indoor 
and outdoor recreational f a c i l i t i e s are provided. About 70 percent of the 
space i s to be landscaped with formal gardens but w i l l include children's 
playgrounds. 

Public School 286 on the property was opened in September 1959. 
The Lefrak Organization announced in the f a l l of 1958 that i t would build on 
the s i t e of the Jockey Club of the old Sheepshead Bay Race Track, the Kings 
Bay Shopping Plaza. This i s expected to provide 70,000 square fee t of store 
space and parking f a c i l i t i e s for over 300 cars. The stores w i l l include a 
large supermarket, chain shoe, candy, and drug stores, a hardware store, and 
clothing shops. 

1/ The s i t e of the f i r s t section i s given as Batchelder and Haring Streets . 



SECTION II SELECTED SOCIAL SERVICES 

A. NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES WITHIN COMMUNITY!/ 

Day N u r s e r i e s , Kindergar tens and Nursery Schools 

Soc ia l agencies 

None 

Other ausp ices 

1. Beachbrook Nursery School , I n c . (Cooperat ive) 
2953 Avenue X 

2 , Playmor Kindergar ten and Nursery School 
1317 Avenue T 

Group Work and Recrea t ion S e r v i c e s 

1, Assoc ia ted YM-YWHA's of Grea t e r New York: Sho re f ron t Jewish 
Community Centers of Brooklyn: Kings Bay D iv i s ion 
3643 Nostrand Avenue 

See Sheepshead-Nostrand Community Center f o r j o i n t program 
with Board of Educa t ion . 
Kings Bay Fr iendsh ip Club: Club groups f o r persons 60 years 
and over from Sheepshead Bay area - c lub meet ings , p a r t i e s , 
t r i p s , s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t groups, s o c i a l s e r v i c e p r o j e c t s . 
Meets Mondays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Closed from June to 
October . 

2 . Brooklyn Pub l i c L i b r a r y 
The branch l i b r a r i e s conduct spec i a l programs f o r both a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n e i t h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y o r on a r e g u l a r weekly or 
monthly b a s i s . Only r e g u l a r l y scheduled programs i n the 
1958-1959 year a r e l i s t e d . 

G e r r i t t s e n Beach Branch 
2712 G e r r i t t s e n Avenue 

Kings Bay Branch 
3507 Nostrand Avenue 

Great Books Discuss ion Group, twice monthly; Preschool Program 
f o r c h i l d r e n , twice monthly; Story Hour f o r c h i l d r e n , twice 
monthly. 

Sheepshead Bay Branch 
2627 Eas t 14 S t r e e t 

1 / Inc ludes s p e c i f i e d s e r v i c e s loca ted i n t h i s community, a l though s e r v i c e 
i s not n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d to r e s i d e n t s of the area and r e s i d e n t s may 
be served by agenc ies , e s p e c i a l l y c l i n i c s , loca ted e lsewhere . 
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Group Work and Recrea t ion Serv ices - cont inued 

3. Educat ion, Board o f , C i t y of New York: Bureau of Community Educat ion 

A f t e r - s c h o o l Cente rs serve c h i l d r e n of e lementary and j u n i o r 
high school age from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on school days . 
A c t i v i t i e s inc lude p a i n t i n g , d rama t i c s , woodworking, music, 
c r a f t s , s ing ing , dancing , q u i e t games, s p o r t s , t r i p s and 
s p e c i a l even t s . 

Evening Community Cen te r s serve t eenage r s and a d u l t s from 
7:00 to 10:00 p.m. from October to May on the evenings 
s p e c i f i e d . Program c o n s i s t s of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s , lounge 
programs, small group a c t i v i t i e s , and a v a r i e t y of a t h l e t i c , 
a r t i s t i c and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

F u l l - t i m e Community Cente r s : Cen te r s o p e r a t i n g i n p a r t n e r s h i p 
with the New York C i t y Youth Board as wel l as a few o t h e r s , 
a r e on a f u l l - t i m e twelve-month b a s i s . They provide s e r v i c e s 
s i m i l a r to those desc r ibed i n the two programs above, except 
f o r more emphasis on small group a c t i v i t i e s and on guidance 
and r e f e r r a l s e r v i c e s . These c e n t e r s accep t c h i l d r e n from 
the Youth Board R e f e r r a l Uni t s and community agenc ie s and 
a l so by d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n , 

J .H .S . 14: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
Avenue X and Batche lder S t r e e t 

Evening cen t e r open Tuesday, Thursday, F r iday and Sa tu rday . 

P .S . 52: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ 
2675 Eas t 29 S t r e e t 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday even ings . 

P .S . 194: Evening Community C e n t e r ^ / 
Whitney Avenue and Brigham S t r e e t to Knapp S t r e e t 

Open Monday, Wednesday and Fr iday evenings . 

P .S . 206: Evening Community C e n t e r , ^ A f t e r - s c h o o l Cen te r 
East 22 S t r e e t and Neck Road 

Evening cen te r open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and F r i d a y . 

J .H .S . 234: Evening Community C e n t e r , 2 / A f t e r - s c h o o l Center 
1875 Eas t 17 S t r e e t ( a t Avenue S) 

Evening cen t e r open Monday, Wednesday and F r iday . 

Sheepshead Bay Houses 
3643 Nostrand Avenue 

See l i s t i n g under Sheepshead Bay-Nostrand Community Cen te r 

2 / I n a d d i t i o n to the u sua l a c t i v i t i e s , t h i s c e n t e r p rov ides a program 
of in formal a d u l t educa t ion . 



Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

4. Ocean Avenue Jewish Community Cente r , I n c . 
2600 Ocean Avenue 

Youth and a d u l t a c t i v i t i e s . 

5. Pa rks , Department o f , C i t y of New York^/ 

B i l l Brown Memorial Playground 
Bedford Avenue, Eas t 24 S t r e e t , Avenues X to Y 

F i e l d house with playrooms, playground with wading pool , 
s o f t b a l l f i e l d , t a b l e t e n n i s , i c e ska t ing a r ea ; b a s k e t b a l l , 
handba l l and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Herman Dolgon Playground (Sheepshead Bay Houses) 
Avenue V between Nostrand Avenue and Batche lder S t r e e t 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , i c e ska t ing 
a r e a ; b a s k e t b a l l , h andba l l , paddle t e n n i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d 
c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

William E. Kel ly Memorial Playground 
Avenue S from East 14 S t r e e t to B.M.T. Subway Line 

F i e l d house with playrooms, 2 playgrounds (one l i g h t e d ) , 
2 s o f t b a l l diamonds, 7 t e n n i s c o u r t s ; r o l l e r hockey, 
r o l l e r and i c e ska t ing a r e a s ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l , paddle 
t e n n i s , v o l l e y b a l l , horseshoe p i t c h i n g and shu f f l eboa rd 
c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Marine Pa rk^ / 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 277 
Eas t of G e r r i t t s e n Avenue between Avenue X and Bi jou Avenue 

Playground with wading pool , 2 s o f t b a l l diamonds; r o l l e r 
hockey, r o l l e r s k a t i n g and i ce ska t ing a r e a s ; b a s k e t b a l l , 
h andba l l , paddle t enn i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s . 
Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
G e r r i t t s e n and Seba Avenues 

Basebal l diamond, c h i l d r e n ' s playground. 

P i c n i c Area 
Plumb Beach and Shore Parkway near Knapp S t r e e t 

Tables and benches, 12 f i r e p l a c e s , food concess ion . 

3 / In d e s c r i b i n g i t s f a c i l i t i e s , the Department uses the term "playground1 

to i n d i c a t e these types of equipment: Large and k inde rga r t en swings, 
l a r g e and k inde rga r t en s l i d e s , seesaws, a p ipe frame e x e r c i s e u n i t , a 
sandbox, e i t h e r a wading pool or a shower spray, and a comfort s t a t i o n . 

4 / Al l f a c i l i t i e s i n Marine Park except those i n the Plumb Beach area a re 
w i th in the boundaries of our Midwood-Flatlands community. However, two 
playgrounds o f f G e r r i t t s e n Avenue a re l i s t e d here because they a re more 
a c c e s s i b l e to persons l i v i n g i n t h i s community. 



243 Sheepshead Bay 

Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

J . D r i s c o l l Tucker Playground 
East 27 S t r e e t and Emmons Avenue 

S i t t i n g a r ea . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 255 
North s ide of Avenue S between B.M.T. Line and P .S . 255 

Playground wi th wading pool ; b a s k e t b a l l , handba l l and 
v o l l e y b a l l c o u r t s . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground Bedford Avenue to Eas t 24 S t r e e t , Gravesend Neck 
Road to Avenue V 

C h i l d r e n ' s p layground. 

Playground 
Avenue V between East 13 and Eas t 14 S t r e e t s 

Playground, s o f t b a l l f i e l d , b a s k e t b a l l and handba l l 
c o u r t s , i c e ska t i ng a r e a . Rec rea t i on l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground a d j a c e n t to P .S . 52 
Avenue Z, East 29 S t r e e t to Nostrand Avenue 

Playground with wading poo l ; b a s k e t b a l l , h andba l l , v o l l e y -
b a l l , paddle t e n n i s and s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s ; s o f t b a l l f i e l d , 
r o l l e r s k a t i n g . Recrea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

Playground 
Shore Parkway and Homecrest Avenue, William Court , E a s t 12 S t r e e t 

Playground with wading poo l , s o f t b a l l f i e l d , i c e s k a t i n g a r e a , 
b a s k e t b a l l and handba l l c o u r t s . Rec rea t ion l e a d e r s h i p . 

6. Sheepshead Bay-Nostrand Community Center 
3643 Nostrand Avenue 
(Sponsored by the Kings Bay D i v i s i o n of the S h o r e f r o n t Jewish 
Community Cen te r s , a branch of the Assoc ia ted YM-YWHA's of 
Grea t e r New York, i n coopera t ion with the Board of E d u c a t i o n ' s 
Bureau of Community Education) 

F a c i l i t i e s : Lounge, 7 c lub rooms, game rooms, 2 a r t s and 
c r a f t s shops, k i t c h e n . Also use gymnasium a t P .S , 52, and 
J . H . S . 14 f o r a summer program. 
A c t i v i t i e s : Adult and youth c lubs and c l a s s e s , d r a m a t i c s , 
p o t t e r t y , a r t s and c r a f t s , modern dancing , music, muscular 
dyst rophy group, summer day camp. 

7 . Young I s r a e l of Avenue U 
2119 Homecrest Avenue 

Serves boys and g i r l s 6 to 18 yea r s of age - youth a c t i v i t i e s 
i n c l u d i n g c lubs , s c o u t s , e t c . Sa tu rday a f t e r n o o n s t o r y -
t e l l i n g and s ing ing f o r c h i l d r e n under s i x y e a r s . 



Group Work and Recreation Services - continued 

8. Young I s r a e l of Bedford Bay 
2114 Brown S t r e e t 

See Young I s r a e l of Avenue U f o r d e s c r i p t i o n of a c t i v i t i e s . 

Other vo lun t a ry agenc ies 
The Camp FirS G i r l s , the G i r l Scouts , the Boy Scouts and 
the Pub l i c Schools A t h l e t i c League a l l serve t h i s a r ea , 
u t i l i z i n g the f a c i l i t i e s of schoo ls , churches and s o c i a l 
agenc ie s . C a t h o l i c Youth Organ iza t ion a t h l e t i c programs 
f o r 8 to 21 y e a r - o l d s e x i s t i n most Roman Ca tho l i c churches, 
but the number of s p o r t s and the age groups served vary 
from p a r i s h to p a r i s h . Young Adult programs ( s o c i a l ) a l so 
e x i s t in s eve ra l p a r i s h e s . 

Child Heal th Se rv ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , Ci ty of New York: Chi ld Heal th S t a t i o n s 

Flatbush-Gravesend Heal th Center 
1601 Avenue S 

Sheepshead Bay Houses 
3525 Nostrand Avenue 

Mental Heal th Serv ices 

None 

Other C l i n i c s 

H o s p i t a l s / c l i n i c s 

None 

C l i n i c s under o t h e r ausp ices 

Hea l th , Department o f , C i ty of New York 

Flatbush-Gravesend Heal th Center ( a l s o known as Homecrest) 
1601 Avenue S 

Eye and den t a l f o r c h i l d r e n r e f e r r e d by school doc tor 
o r nurse or by Child Heal th S t a t i o n . 

Dental c l i n i c s f o r c h i l d r e n a t the fo l lowing schools : 
P .S . 194, Whitney Avenue and Knapp S t r e e t 
P .S . 206, Neck Road and Eas t 22 S t r e e t 

5 / A complete l i s t of p u b l i c and vo lun ta ry h o s p i t a l s i n Brooklyn i s i n -
eluded i n the l i s t of borough-wiae s e r v i c e s . 
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OFFICES^/ B. SERVICES WITH DISTRICT 

Family S e r v i c e , Child Guidance and Rela ted S e r v i c e s 1 / 

1. P o l i c e Department, C i t y of New York: J u v e n i l e Aid Bureau 
P r e c i n c t 78 S t a t i o n House 
Bergen and S ix th Avenues 

Serves a l l youth under 21 years of age and p rov ides r e h a b i l i -
t a t i v e s o c i a l t r ea tmen t f o r j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

2 . Wel fa re , Department o f , C i t y of New York 
Borough Ha l l Welfare Center 
330 J ay S t r e e t 

P u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e , medical and d e n t a l care and employment 
couse l ing and placement s e r v i c e s f o r c l i e n t s ; homemaker 
s e r v i c e f o r f a m i l i e s wi th c h i l d r e n when mother i s i n c a p a c i -
t a t e d and p a r t - t i m e s e r v i c e f o r i n c a p a c i t a t e d a d u l t s on 
p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e . 

6 / The l i s t shows d i s t r i c t o f f i c e s se rv ing t h i s community even though the 
o f f i c e may not be loca ted w i t h i n the a r e a . 

7 / Other agenc ies o f f e r i n g s i m i l a r s e r v i c e s which have one o f f i c e s e rv ing 
the e n t i r e borough a re l i s t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t o r y s e c t i o n . 



SECTION I I I FUBIIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Elementary and Junior High 

A. PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

1• Junior High School 11! 
Avenue X, Nostrand Avenue and Batchelder Street 

2. Public School 52 
2675 E. 29 Street 

3. Public School 98 
2611 Avenue Z 

U. Public School 153 
1970 Homecrest Avenue 

5. Public School 191+ 
Whitney Avenue and Brigham Street to Knapp Street 

6. Public School 19U (Annex) 
Nostrand Houses 
30143 Avenue W 

7. Public School 206 
E, 22 Street and Neck Road 

8. Junior High School 23U 
1875 E. 17 Street 

9. Public School 25k 
Avenue Y and E. 19 Street 

10. Public School 255 
1866 E. 17 Street 

11. Public School 277 
2529 Gerritsen Avenue 

12. Public School 286 
Avenue Y, Brown and Haring Street 
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B. PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 

Roman Catholic 

1• Good Shepherd Parish School 
1953 Brown Street 

2. St . Edmund Parish School 
21̂ 50 Ocean Avenue 

3. St . Mark Parish School 
2601 E. 19 Street 



SECTION IV CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, TEMPLES 

A. PROTESTANT AND EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal 

1. Emmanuel P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
2635 Eas t 23 S t r e e t 

2 . Epiphany P r o t e s t a n t Episcopal Church 
Eas t 18 S t r e e t and Avenue R 

Other 

3. F i r s t B a p t i s t Church of Sheepshead Bay 
2349 East 15 S t r e e t 

4. Homecrest P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 
Avenue T and Eas t 15 S t r e e t 

5. S t . James Lutheran Church (UL) 
2785 G e r r i t s e n and F lorence Avenues 

6. Sheepshead Bay Methodis t Church 
Ocean and Voorhies Avenues 

B. ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

1. Good Shepherd R. C. Church 
1950 Batche lder S t r e e t 

2 . S t . Edmund R. C. Church 
2460 Ocean Avenue 

3. S t . Mark R. C. Church 
2609 Eas t 19 S t r e e t 

C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES 

1. Beth El Jewish Center 
1219 Avenue T 

2 . Congregat ion Beth H i l l e l 
2175 Eas t 22 S t r e e t 
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C. JEWISH SYNAGOGUES AND TEMPLES - continued 

3. Beth Shalom of Kingsbay (Conservat ive) 
2710 Avenue X 

4. Congregat ion B1nai I s r a e l 
3007 Ocean Avenue 

5. Jewish Center Nachlach Zion (Orthodox) 
2201 Eas t 23 S t r e e t 

6. Congregat ion Machne I s r a e l 
2413 Eas t 23 S t r e e t 

7 . Congregat ion P r i Etz Chaim of New Fla tbush (Orthodox) 
2592 Ocean Avenue 

8. Shel lbank Jewish Center (Conservat ive) 
2156 Coyle S t r e e t 

9. Young I s r a e l of Avenue U 
2119 Homecrest Avenue 

10. Young I s r a e l of Bedford Bay 
2114 Brown S t r e e t 





APPENDIX 

NEW YORK CITY HOUSING AUTHORITY: RENTS AND INCOME LIMITS 
FOR BROOKLYN PROJECTS IN OPERATION: AUGUST 1959 

Scale of monthly r e n t a l s i n p u b l i c p r o j e c t s , e f f e c t i v e August 31, 1959•^/ 
C i t y p r o j e c t s 

Federa l p r o j e c t s S t a t e p r o j e c t s P a r t I I P a r t I I I P a r t IV 

$66 -$83 
81 -103 
94 -110 

$46 -$65 
63 - 80 
73 - 95 
85 -103 

$62 -$73 
78 - 89 
83 - 95 

$60.00 
65.00 
70.00 
75.00 
80.00 
85.00 
90.00 
90.00 

$29.50 
33.00 
39.50 
43.00 
48.00 
52.50 
54.50 
56.50 

$63,00 
65.00 
75.00 
80.00 
85.00 
85.00 

$25.50 
28.50 
30.50 
32.50 
34.50 
34.50 

Number 
of rooms 

1 and l h 
2 and 21 
3 and 31 
4 and 4J 
5 and 51• 
6 and 6 i 
7 and 7 | 
8 and 8f 

1 / The exac t r e n t w i th in the range given depends upon the fami ly income and 
s i z e of fami ly ; r e n t s f o r C i t y p r o j e c t s - P a r t IV do not vary with s i z e 
of fami ly and a l s o ca r ry an a d d i t i o n a l cherge of $1 per room, per month 
f o r u t i l i t i e s . 

Maximum income on admission to pub l i c p r o j e c t s : August 31, 1959•^/ 
Size Federa l S t a t e C i ty p r o j e c t s 

of family p r o j e c t s p r o j e c t s P a r t s I I and I I I P a r t IV 

1 person $3,600 $3,528 $3,212 
2 persons 3,600 4,176 5,256 $6,516 
3 o r 4 persons 3,900 4,680 6,192 8,316 
5 or 6 persons 4,200 5,460 7,728 9,036 
7 or more persons 4,400 5,964 2 / 2 / 
1 / For v e t e r a n s of the Korean War somewhat h i g h e r l i m i t s app ly . 
2 / The incomes $7,728 or $9,036 apply to a l l f a m i l i e s with f i v e o r 

more members. 

Source: New York Ci ty Housing Au tho r i t y , Research and Repor ts D i v i s i o n . 
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The Community Council of Greater New York is 

a voluntary city-wide association of organizations 

which serves the people of New York through the 

coordination and joint planning of health and 

welfare services. 
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