
DIMENSIONS AND HORIZONS 
FOR JEWISH LIFE IN AMERICA 

Edited by 

PHILIP G O O D M A N 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 



DIMENSIONS AND HORIZONS 
FOR JEWISH LIFE IN AMERICA 

Edited by Philip Goodman 

Issued on the occasion 
of the Golden Jubilee 

of the 
National Jewish Welfare Board 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD 
145 East 32nd Street • New York, N.Y. 10016 

1966 



Copyright 1966 

National Jewish Welfare Board 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS v 

INTRODUCTION i: 

The Subjects and the Sessions ix 
The Readings . . . . . * 
Books for Reading x 
The Methods xi 
The Leader xi 
The Closing Session x i i 

SURVIVAL, ACCULTURATION AND ASSIMILATION 1 

Abraham G. Duker 1 
Morris Adler 2 
Arthur Hertzberg 3 
Robert Gordis 4 

Isaiah M. Minkoff 6 
Manheim S. Shapiro 7 

Questions 7 
Devices 8 
Suggested Reading 9 

INTERMARRIAGE AND THE JEWISH FUTURE 10 

Erich Rosenthal 10 
Nathan Goldberg 10 
C. Bezalel Sherman 11 
Marshall Sklare 12 
Manheim S. Shapiro 13 
Robert Gordis 14 
Graenum Berger 15 

Questions 16 
Devices 17 
Suggested Reading 17 

THE CHALLENGE OF JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 19 

M. Willard Lampe 19 
Eli Ginzberg 20 
Manheim S. Shapiro 20 
A. Roy Eckardt 21 
Francis Cardinal Spellman 22 

Questions 23 
Devices 24 
Suggested Reading 25 

- i -



ANTI-SEMITISM: TODAY AND TOMORROW 26 

Benjamin R. Epstein . 26 
John Slawson and Lawrence Bloomgarden 27 
Arthur Hertzberg 28 
Zvi Lurie 28 
Balfour Brickner 29 
Mordecai M. Kaplan 29 

Questions 29 
Devices 30 
Suggested Reading 31 

PROBLEMS OF CHURCH AND STATE 32 

Oscar and Mary F. Handlin 32 
Leo Pfeffer 32 
Philip Jacobson 33 
Jakob J. Petuchowski 34 
Abraham G. Duker 36 

Questions 3 6 

Devices 37 
Suggested Reading 38 

CIVIL RIGHTS, NEGROES AND JEWS 39 

Albert D. Chernin 39 
Will Mas low 40 
Arthur Hertzberg 42 
Herbert Millman 45 
Harold Arian 47 

Questions 48 
Devices 49 
Suggested Reading 49 

THE STATE OF JEWISH EDUCATION 50 

Philip M. Klutznick 50 
Oscar I . Janowsky 52 
Maurice B. Hexter 53 
William B. Goldfarb 53 
David de Sola Pool 55 
Isaac Toubin 55 

Questions 56 
Devices 57 
Suggested Reading 57 

- i i -



THE SYNAGOGUE IN AMERICAN LIFE AND ITS FUTURE 58 

Morris Adler 58 
Isaiah M. Minkoff 58 
Philip M. Klutznick 59 
Eugene B. Borowitz 61 
Harold Weisberg 62 
Emanuel Rackman 62 
Harry Essrig 63 
Abraham J. Karp 64 

Questions 65 
Devices 65 
Suggested Reading 66 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER: ASSETS AND CHALLENGES 67 

Herbert Millman 67 
Judah Nadich 70 
Ben Halpern 72 
Robert Gordis 74 
Graenum Berger 76 
Sanford Solender 77 

Questions 78 
Devices * 79 
Suggested Reading 79 

THE CULTURAL CREATIVITY OF AMERICAN JEWRY 80 

Salo W. Baron 80 
Oscar I . Janowsky 81 
Charles Angoff 83 
National Jewish Cultural Services in America — A Report . . . . 84 
Harold Weisberg 84 
Trude Weiss-Rosmarin 86 

Questions 88 
Devices 88 
Suggested Reading 89 

THE UNITY OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 90 

Abraham G. Duker 9 0 

Morris B. Abram and John Slawson 90 
Jakob J. Petuchowski 91 
Philip M. Klutznick 92 
Isidor Chein 93 

Questions 95 
Devices 95 
Suggested Reading 96 

- i i i -



UNITED JEWISH GIVING: PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS 97 

Hyman Safran 97 
Donald B. Hurwitz 99 
Maurice B. Hexter 100 
Marshall Sklare . 100 
Judah J. Shapiro 103 
Philip M. Klutznick 104 

Questions 106 
Devices 107 
Suggested Reading 108 

AMERICAN JEWRY, ZIONISM AND ISRAEL 109 

Judd L. Teller 109 
Philip M. Klutznick 110 
Joseph L. Blau I l l 
Judah J. Shapiro 112 
Mordecai M. Kaplan 113 
Maurice B. Pekarsky 113 
Morris Adler 114 
American Council for Judaism 115 
Louis D. Brandeis 116 

Questions 117 
Devices 118 
Suggested Reading 119 

SOLIDARITY WITH WORLD JEWRY 120 

Solomon Grayzel 120 
C. Bezalel Sherman 120 
Eli Ginzberg 121 

Questions 122 
Devices 122 
Suggested Reading 123 

APPENDIX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 124 

Dimensions and Horizons for Jewish Life in America 124 
Discussion Methods and Guides 131 

PUBLISHERS AND DISTRIBUTORS 132 
ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTORS 135 

- i v -



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

In the preparation of this book, the editor has had the benefit of the advice of 
his colleagues on the s ta f f of the National Jewish Welfare Board — Manuel G. Batshaw, 
Dr. Samuel D. Freeman, Herbert Millman, Bernard Postal and Sanford Solender — who 
read the manuscript and offered many helpful suggestions that have been incorporated. 
Lionel Koppman was responsible for the production and Seymour Warsaw for the art work. 
To a l l of the above, the editor extends his profound gratitude. 

The publisher and editor are pleased to express their warm appreciation to the 
following publishers and authors who kindly granted permission to reprint excerpts 
from the art ic les l i s ted below: 

AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM, New York: excerpt from Fifteen Questions and Answers 
About the American Council for Judaism. 

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, New York: excerpts from "The Spiritual Life of American 
Jewry" by Joseph L. Blau and "Acquisition of Pol i t ical and Social Rights" by 
Oscar and Mary F. Handlin, from American Jewish Year Book, vol . 56 (1955); 
"Studies of Jewish Intermarriage in the United States" by Erich Rosenthal, from 
American Jewish Year Book, vol . 64 (1963); address by Francis Cardinal Spellman 
delivered at 57th annual dinner of American Jewish Committee, April 30, 1964; 
"The Unequal Treatment of Equals" by John Slawson and Lawrence Bloomgarden, 1965; 
"Statement on Centralism," by Morris B. Abram and John Slawson, Newsletter, vol . 1, 
no. 4 (July - August 1965), p. 1. 

AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY, New York: excerpts from "Emerging Culture Pat-
terns in American Jewish Life" by Abraham G. Duker, from Publication of the 
American Jewish Historical Society, no. 39, part 4 (June 1950). 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE, New York: selection by A. Roy Eckardt from Anti-Defamation 
League Christian Friends, vol. 22, no. 2 (June 1965), pp. 7-14; excerpt from 
"Anti-Semitism Today" by Benjamin R. Epstein, from Barrierst 1958. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK: excerpt from an address by Francis Cardinal Spellman. 

GRAENUM BERGER, New York: excerpt from "The Center as a Jewish Educational Inst i -
tution" by Graenum Berger, address presented at National Association of Jew-
ish Center Workers Conference, Los Angeles, June 1, 1964. 

B'NAI B'RITH ADULT JEWISH EDUCATION, Washington, D.C.: excerpts from "Jewish Faith 
and the Jewish Future" by Eugene B. Borowitz, pp. 316-318; "The American Jew-
ish Community" by C. Bezalel Sherman, pp. 53-55; "Is the Jew in Exile?" by 
Arthur Hertzberg, p. 285, from Great Jewish Ideas, ed. by Abraham E. Millgram, 
1964; "Can American Jewry Be Culturally Creative?" by Salo W. Baron, pp. 301-
305; "The American Jewish Community" by Harold Weisberg, pp. 307-308, 309-311, 
from Jewish Heritage Beader, ed. by Lily Edelman, Taplinger Publishing Co., New 
York, 1965. 

B'NAI B'RITH HILLEL FOUNDATIONS, Washington, D.C.: excerpt from "On Israel and 
America" by Maurice B. Pekarsky, from The Legacy of Maurice Pekarsky, ed. with 
an introduction by Alfred Jospe, Quadrangle Books, Chicago, 1965, pp. 102-107. 

B'NAI B'RITH, Washington, D.C.: excerpts from No Easy Answers by Philip M. Klutznick, 
Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, New York, 1961, pp. 7-23, 28-31, 55-61, 90-103, 133-135״ 

- v -



BROADMAN PRESS and SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, Nashville, 
Tenn.: excerpt from "Judaism and Church-State Relations" by Philip Jacobson, 
from Meet the American Jew, ed. by Belden Menkus, 1963, pp. 149-158. 

CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS, New York: excerpt from "The Changing Shape of 
Inter-Religious Relations" by Balfour Brickner, from CCAR Journal, vol . 13, no. 2 
(June 1965), p. 14. 

COMMENTARY, New York: excerpts from "Intermarriage and the Jewish Future" by Marshall 
Sklare, from Commentary, vol . 37, no. 4 (April 1964), pp. 46-52; "The Future of 
Jewish Giving" by Marshall Sklare, from Commentary, Dec. 1962. 

CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM. New York: excerpt from "Jewish Secularism on the March" by 
Jakob J. Petuchowski, from Conservative Judaism, vol . 19, no. 3 (Spring 1965), 
pp. 92-95. 

COUNCIL OF׳JEWISH FEDERATIONS AND WELFARE FUNDS: excerpts from National Jewish Cut-
tural Services in America: Appraisals and Recommendations: Survey Report, 1959, 
pp. 12-13; "Jewish Community Organizations — Their Relevance to Key Issues," by 
Donald Hurwitz, from Jewish Community Organizations: Hew Relevant to Major 
Issues?, 1964; "Updating Federations — How Relevant to Changing Issues and Com-
munities," by Hyman Safran, address delivered at General Assembly of Council 
of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, Nov. 12, 1964; "Community Relations" by 
Will Maslow and "Jewish Education" by Isaac Toubin from Mac or Issues Facing Jew-
ish Communities, 1963; "The Jewish Community's Highest Priority" by William B. 
Goldfarb, address delivered at General Assembly of Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, 1964, published in The Jewish Digest, August 1965. 

FEDERATION OF JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES, COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE RELATIONS, New York: ex-
cerpts from "Proposals for Action" by Robert Gordis, pp. 150-151; "An Agenda 
for Tomorrow" by Graenum Berger, pp. 160-164; "Intermarriage from a Sociological 
Perspective" by Nathan Goldberg, pp. 39-42, from Intermarriage and the Future of 
the American Jew, 1964. 

DR. JACOB FREID, New York: excerpts from "Anti-Semitism Today" by Benjamin R. Epstein, 
pp. 317-318; "The Unequal Treatment of Equals" by John Slawson, pp. 297-309; 
"The Next Step in Zionism" by Mordecai M. Kaplan, p. 537; "Church and State: A 
Jewish Approach" by Leo Pfeffer , pp. 222-223; "Judah and Israel" by Robert 
Gordis, pp. 604, from Jews In The Modern World, ed. by Jacob Freid, Twayne Pub-
l ishers , New York, 1962. 

DR. ROBERT GORDIS, New York: excerpt from "Directions of the American Jewish Com-
munity" by Robert Gordis, address presented at Conference of Staffs of B'nai 
B'rith Youth Organization and Jewish Community Centers, Camp B'nai B'rith, August 
29, 1964. 

JEWISH AGENCY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATIONS, New York: excerpts from "The Next Step in 
Zionism" by Mordecai M. Kaplan and "Judah and Israel" by Robert Gordis, from 
Form No. 4: The Proceedings of the Jerusalem Ideological Conference. 

JEWISH EDUCATION COMMITTEE of NEW YORK: excerpts from "Jews in the United States" by 
Abraham G. Duker, pp. 23-24; "Jewish Adjustment — A Diagnosis and Program" by 
Isidor Chein, pp. 51-53, from Aspects of American Jewish Life, ed. by Leon A. 
Feldman, 1961. 

THE JEWISH DIGEST, Houston: excerpt from "The Jewish Community's Highest Priority" 
by William B. Goldfarb, from The Jewish Digest, August 1965. 



JEWISH HERITAGE, B'nai B'rith Adult Jewish Education Department, Washington, D.C.: 
excerpts from "The Present Casts a Dark Shadow" by Arthur Hertzberg, pp. 12-15; 
"Toward a Literary Upsurge" by Charles Angoff, pp. 48-49; "A Long Look Ahead" by 
Morris Adler, from Jewish Heritage, vol . 6, no. 3 (Winter 1963-64), pp. 7-8, 
10-11; "What Is Orthodox Judaism?" by Emanuel Rackman, pp. 10-11; "Reform Juda-
ism: Beliefs and Practices" by Harry Essrig, p. 22; "What Is Conservative Juda-
ism?" by Abraham J. Karp, p. 31, from Jewish Heritage, vol . 2, no. 3 (Winter 
1959-1960). 

JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA, Philadelphia: excerpts from "Zionism, Israel 
and American Jewry" by Judd L. Teller, pp. 319-321; "The Problems of Coordina-
tion and Unity" by Abraham G. Duker, pp. 336-338; "Jewish Culture in America" 
by Oscar I . Janowsky, pp. 394-399; "Jewish Education: Problems and Needs" by 
Oscar I. Janowsky, pp. 152-172, from The American Jew: A Reappraisal ed. by 
Oscar I . Janowsky, 1964; "The Spiritual Life of American Jewry" by Joseph L. 
Blau, and "Acquisition of Pol it ical and Social Rights" by Oscar and Mary F. 
Hand 1 in, from American Jewish Year Book, vol . 56 (1955); "Studies of Jewish In-
termarriage in the United States" by Erich Rosenthal, from American Jewish Year 
Book, vol . 64 (1963); A History of the Contemporary Jews by Solomon Grayzel, 
pp. 9-11. 

JEWISH SPECTATOR, New York: excerpts from "America i s Not Babylonia" by Trude Weiss-
Rosmarin, from Jewish Spectator, March 1953. 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF JEWISH COMMUNAL SERVICE, New York: excerpts from "The Next 
Twenty-Five Years in Jewish Communal Service" by Maurice B. Hexter, from Jewish 
Social Service Quarterly, vol . 33, no. 1 (Fall 1955), pp. 46-47; "An Appraisal 
of the Current Needs of the American Jewish Community" by Manheim S. Shapiro, 
from Journal of Jewish Communal Service, vol . 40, no. 1 (Fall 1963) p. 43, 44-45; 
"A Twenty-Year Look Ahead at Jewish Community Relations" by Isiah M. Minkoff, 
from ibid.t no. 4 (Summer 1964) , pp. 398-399, 400-401; "Implications for Jewish 
Community Relations" by Albert D. Chernin, from ibid., vol . 41, no. 4 (Summer 
1965), pp. 346-352; "Changing Race Relations and Jewish Communal Service" by 
Arthur Hertzberg, ibid., pp. 324-333; "Implications for the Jewish Community 
Center" by Harold Arian, ibid., pp. 357-364. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN, New York: excerpt from "On Being Jewish" by Manheim 
S. Shapiro, from Council Women. 

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD, New York: "Religious, Educational and Cultural Pros-
pects of the Jewish Community" by Judah Nadich, pp. 17-21, and by Ben Halpern, 
pp. 7-14, from Future Directions of American Jewish Life and Their Implications 
for Jewish Community Centers; The Jewish Community Center: Assets and Challenges 
by Herbert Millman, 1961; "The Jewish Community Center and Civil Rights" by 
Herbert Millman, JWB Circle, Jan., 1964; The Jewish Community Center and the Arner-
icon Jewish Future by Sanford Solender. 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, New York: excerpts from "The Challenge to Jewish Education" 
by David de Sola Pool, pp. 62-65; "The Challenge of Jewish-Christian Relations" 
by M. Willard Lampe, pp. 87-93, from Judaism In A Changing World, ed. by Leo Jung. 

RECONSTRUCTIONIST PRESS, New York: excerpts from Questions Jews Ask: Reconstruction-
ist Answers by Mordecai M. Kaplan, 1956; Agenda for American Jews by Eli Ginzberg, 
pp. 26-27, 82-83. 

DR. JUDAH J. SHAPIRO, New York: excerpts from text by Judah J. Shapiro and "Com-
ments" by Zvi Lurie, from Contemporary Jewish Community Life and the Zionist 
Movement by Judah J. Shapiro, World Zionist Organization, Jerusalem, 1965. 

- v i i -



WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS. Detroit: excerpts from The ^Within Amrican Society: 
A Study in Ethnic Individuality by C. Bezalel Sherman, 1961, pp. 188-189. 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, New York: excerpt from Brandeis on Zionism by Louis 
D. Brandeis, 1942, pp. 29-32. 

- v i i i -



INTRODUCTION 

The commemoration of the f i f t i e t h anniversary of the National Jewish Welfare 
Board in 1966-1967 occurs at a crucial juncture in the history of the American Jewish 
community. Two decades after World War II and in the wake of the tragedy wrought by 
the Nazi nightmare and the historic establishment of the State of Israel , American 
Jewry faces central issues which affect i t s future. The Jewish people of America, 
for the most part free of the restrictions under which i t s ancestors l ived, must 
chart a course for assuring a v i ta l contribution to a s ignif icant Jewish l i f e in a 
free society. Its task i s to define directions, map plans and execute programs which 
can assure a meaningful Jewish experience for the person and the Jewish group in Amer-
ica. 

JWB was created a half century ago as an instrumentality of American Jewry to 
help preserve and enrich i t s l i f e in the f er t i l e so i l of democratic America. As the 
focal point of the Jewish Community Center movement and as the service organization 
for the Jewish military and veterans, JWB over i t s 50 years has striven to advance 
the central purposes which animated i t s founders. Hence, i t i s appropriate that the 
theme of JWB's golden jubilee year i s "Dimensions and Horizons for Jewish Life in 
America." 

As we examine the dimensions and look towards the horizons of American Jewish 
l i f e , we recognize the d i f f i cu l ty of seeing what i s beyond. Yet that need not deter 
us from a modest ef fort to look into the future so that we can make our plans to meet 
the needs as we see them now. Forty years ago no one foresaw the Nazi holocaust of 
European Jewry while fewer than a score of years back the State of Israel was s t i l l 
a dream. Nevertheless, a knowledge of past Jewish history and of the present Amer-
ican Jewish community and i t s immediate problems can be helpful in making adjustments 
towards solutions of the issues. Discussion of the dilemmas and their c lar i f icat ion 
can lead to direct action for the improvement of existing conditions. 

This reader and discussion guide has been prepared with a view to imparting 
knowledge about current issues of v i ta l concern to American Jewry and to encourage a 
fu l l and free discussion of a selected number of subjects by organized groups. While 
special groups may be organized for the speci f ic purpose of discussion, existing 
groups — youth clubs, women's groups, "young married" clubs, adult organizations, 
boards of directors, discussion groups organized among military personnel by Jewish 
chaplains, s taf f in-service training programs — may al lot time at each meeting for 
such a discussion. 

The subjects offered are by no means al l those that may be appropriately con-
sidered within the scope of the theme, "Dimensions and Horizons for American Jewish 
Life." No attempt has been made to present a l l the dilemmas and problems. For ex-
ample, the role of Jewish professionals and lay leadership i s another topic that 
merits careful consideration. However, most of the crucial issues on the American 
Jewish horizon are included. 

The Subjects and the Sessions 

Ihe fourteen different subjects need not necessarily be treated in the sequence 
as given herein. The group may start i t s f i r s t session with one of the broader sub-
jects so as to f i x the context for ensuing discussions. On the other hand, i t may 
select a topic of actual immediate concern to one or more members of the group. The 
background and ages of the group members, the real i ty , the relative urgency and the 
relevancy of one subject as compared to others are good cr i ter ia for determining a 
group's interests . These factors may also be considered in deciding upon the num-
ber of hours or sessions to be devoted to a particular topic. At least one session 

- i x -



should be allowed for each subject and more i f the group's interest warrants i t . How-
ever, some subjects are closely related, such as "Survival . . . " and "Intermarriage . . . " 
and may be readily dealt with at one time. Many of the readings and questions in 
both sections are interchangeable. The same applies to "Jewish-Christian Relations" 
and "Anti-Semitism." 

The Readings 

For the purpose of presenting the problems and some information about them, to 
provide a framework for discussion and to arouse passive members to participate, one 
or more selections from the writings of various authorities on specif ic aspects of 
the general theme are given. In some instances, these complement one another; in 
others, they present conflicting viewpoints on a given subject. The readings have 
been excerpted from books, magazine art ic les , speeches and other sources where the 
respective authors have elaborated more ful ly on the subjects and have presented 
their views in greater detai l . In the process of culling the original writings we 
may have taken a passage out of context and thus unwittingly are giving an unbalanced 
picture of the author's overall opinion or final judgment. I t i s therefore urged 
that the readers of this book consult the original sources i f they are desirous of 
ascertaining the total perspective of the writers. It should be obvious from the 
divergence of opinions expressed that the contributors do not necessarily express the 
viewpoint of the National Jewish Welfare Board nor of the editor. 

Books for Reading 

This book may be used as a basic resource for the discussion group and, i f so, 
copies should be provided to a l l the participants. 

Preference may be expressed for using one of the books to which reference i s 
made frequently in the suggested reading l i s t for each subject, such as No Easy 
Answers, by Philip M. Klutznick, Meet the American Jew, edited by Belden Menkus, or 
The American Jew: A Reappraisal, edited by Oscar I . Janowsky. 

An intel l igent discussion must be based upon facts . It i s therefore suggested 
that participants in discussion groups be encouraged to read in advance at least 
one of the recommended chapters, pamphlets, or books in the bibliographies. 

Recognizing that some youth may be reluctant to assume home reading assignments 
because of similar school assignments which they may have,the readings given here may be 
mimeographed and distributed at the start of each session, allowing a few minutes 
for them to be studied. 

While reading assignments need not be mandatory, as most of the subjects are of 
current interest and, to a greater or a lesser degree, wil l be familiar to some of 
the group members, those who read up on a subject in advance wil l have a greater 
sense of security, wil l participate more ful ly and knowledgeably in the discussion, 
and wil l derive the most benefit for themselves. 

Certainly the discussion leader should prepare himself thoroughly by studying 
some of the l iterature, even when the subject i s one with which he may be familiar. 

A specif ic subject should be agreed upon in advance of each session. The leader 
should then cal l attention to the bibliographical resources. It would be advisable 
to have copies of the books on hand either for loan from the Center library or for 
sale. 

In the l i s t of "Suggested Reading" for each subject the fu l l names of the authors 
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and the fu l l t i t l e s are given only for articles in collected works; short t i t l e s 
and the names of authors are given for the other items. A complete annotated bib-
liography including a l l the works l i s ted throughout the book wil l be found in the 
appendix. 

The Methods 

The approach suggested here i s the init iat ion of the discussion by the reading 
of one or more of the challenging selections and the introduction of leading ques-
tions. While in many instances the questions flow from the readings, they are not 
entirely based on them so as to open up for discussion other aspects of the subject. 
The questions given are only offered as suggestions. They may be revised easi ly or 
others may be substituted or added. The questions need not be used in the order 
given but the leader should select those that seem most pertinent at the moment or 
formulate his own. 

This method may be supplemented by the use of audio-visual materials — films, 
fi lmstrips, recordings and pictures. (See The Jewish Audio-Visual Review.) If a 
series of weekly or monthly sessions are held, i t might be well to vary the proce-
dure by having a guest to introduce the subject. A communal leader, rabbi, Center 
or federation executive, or Jewish educator may be invited either to give a brief 
factual presentation or to participate as a resource person. This i s particularly 
advisable in such cases where the group leader i s not knowledgable on the topic. 
Another technique i s to invite two members of the group to prepare brief presenta-
tions on the subject, each taking a different viewpoint. 

Through the use of the technique of role playing some of the group members can 
act out roles in a brief "drama" about a problem of concern to them. After the scene 
i s enacted, the f loor i s then open for discussion. A leader who has not had experi-
ence with role playing should seek an opportunity to observe the use of this tech-
nique and read one of the books on the subject. A 16 mm. fi lm, "Role Playing in 
Human Relations" (25 minutes), produced by the National Training Laboratory in Group 
Development, i s available from the National Education Association. A number of 
specif ic ideas for role playing wi l l be found in the sections "Devices for Motivat-
ing Discussion." 

Other devices for presenting information as well as for motivating discussion 
are suggested. Their use wi l l depend on the composition of the group, the ages, 
interests and sophistication of i t s members. Most devices that are used should not 
take more than a half hour, preferably l e ss , to allow ample time for discussion by 
a l l present. Generally only one of the devices suggested herein should be used at 
a session. It i s always good to vary the methods from session to session. 

The Leader 

The leader, responsible for the smooth functioning of the group, needs to be 
careful that the discussion i s kept f luid and, whenever necessary, to interpret what 
i s being said. He can point out the preliminary agreements within the group and then 
go on to probe in greater depth the controversial issues by injecting new questions. 
He wil l encourage a l l members to join the discussion and respond hospitably to their 
contributions. Being careful not to monopolize the discussion, the leader also has 
the responsibility to summarize from time to time. At the end of the session, he wi l l 
summarize and indicate i f any cumulative pattern of thought has emerged, and possible 
action that the group might take. 



The Closing Session 

Hie closing session of the discussion group should be devoted, at least in part, 
to an evaluation. Among the questions that could be raised are these: Have the par-
ticipants changed their minds on certain issues facing American Jewry since the group 
started? Have they formed new opinions? Did any action by individuals or the group 
result from the deliberations? Discussion may lead to any number of related act ivi -
t i e s ; for example, a consideration of "United Jewish Giving" may result in a careful 
study of the local Jewish federation. 

Full and free discussion of "Dimensions and Horizons for American Jewish Life" 
can be of s ignificant value to Jewish Community Center members in helping them to 
participate actively and inte l l igent ly in Jewish communal l i f e and to share in the 
molding of i t s future. 
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SURVIVAL, ACCULTURATION A N D ASSIMILATION 

Selections by Abraham G. Dukert Morris Adler, Arthur Rertzbergt 
Robert Gordis, Isaiah M. Mirikoff and Manheim 5. Shapiro 

IN STUDYING THE EMERGING CULTURE PATTERNS of the American Jew, cognizance must 
be taken of the profound ef fects of the period of closed immigration. I t i s unlikely 
that this country wil l see a new influx of Jewish immigrants, suf f ic ient ly large in 
size and rooted in Jewish tradition to appreciably influence the trends of American 
and Christian acculturation and Jewish deculturation. The overwhelming majority of 
the Jews in this country were born here and have received their education in this 
country. Hence i t can be assumed that the Jewish communities emerging culture pat-
terns are, to a large extent, the same as those of the general American community in 
terms of language, leisure-time ac t iv i t i e s , demographic developments and, as we shall 
see, even of stereotypes in thinking — including religious concepts as well . At the 
same time the Jewish culture patterns wil l continue to contain sizeable though vary-
ing residues of Jewish mores and ways of expression — some inherited from the Euro-
pean immigrants, others having originated, developed or considerably altered here . . . 

The Jewish ethnic also displayed a greater degree of religious liberalism and 
free thinking because of the influences of enlightenment and secularism. An impor-
tant element in this connection i s the sudden contact of the Jewish immigrants from 
the Orthodox milieu and i t s rigid communal control and influences with the re lat ive ly 
free urban society in the United States. Other contributing factors are the higher 
educational level and urban background as well as a swift process of adoption of the 
mores of the general society. Religious and national group loyalty (with Zionism as 
a major expression) and the tradition of an historical community of fate , coupled 
with increasing anti-Semitism and social ostracism have helped to check the process 
of Jewish deculturation. The sheer weight of numbers has also played an important 
role in this resistance. 

Not only i s the Jewish community greatly influenced by the American melting pot, 
i t i s also going through the process of a miniature melting pot fusion of i t s own, 
with i t s sub-ethnic ingredients rapidly combining to produce the pattern of the 
native American Jew. The overwhelming majority of the American Jews i s East Euro-
pean in origin. It i s this group and i t s descendants that i s in the process of ab-
sorbing a l l others in a miniature internal Jewish "melting pot" with a resultant cul-
ture pattern, where the Jewish residues are dist inct ly of East European origin, but 
not without some contributions to the other groups. The distinctions between the sub-
ethnic Jewish groups such as Litvaks (Lithuanians, including the White Russians), 
Rumanians, Ukrainians, Poles, and Galicians do not seem to outlive the f i r s t genera-
tion in this country. This i s in contrast to the longer lasting differences between 
the descendants of the German culture periphery and the East European Jews, not to 
speak of the antagonism between the Sephardim and Ashkenazim. In this connection, 
i t i s also important to note that the cultural contacts between immigrant Jews and 
other immigrants, hailing from the same country, do not seem to outlive the immigrant 
generation . . . 

The problems of acculturation and deculturation are often viewed among Jewish 
ideologues as peculiar to American Jewry. Such developments are, however, the prod-
ucts of the adjustment of Jews to conditions of l iving in the emancipated, Western 
communities and are not indigenous to American Jews alone. With regards to economic 
structure, urban concentration, demographic developments, l inguis t ic assimilation, 
intermarriage and religious observances, the American Jew shows a pattern that in our 
opinion differs from trends in other emancipated, immigrant-receiving countries only 
in the e f fec ts of the varying numbers and times of entry of the immigration waves. 
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Basic to the understanding of the emerging culture pattern i s also an apprecia-
tion of the influence of Christian religious practices and bel iefs upon American Jews 
and particularly the adaptation of some of their stereotypes. Without entering into 
the problem of whether or not the United States can properly be spoken as legally 
being a Christian nation, American civi l ization i s to a large extent influenced by 
Christian customs and practices, and, in consequence, there is much unconscious per-
meation of those customs and even stereotypes among Jews . . . 

The influence of the American environment i s also seen in the areas of religious 
practices by Jews. I t i s not merely a question of relaxation in observances. Here 
account must also be taken of the in i t ia l predisposition to secularism among the im-
migrants which they had brought with them from those places in Europe where Haskalah 
and modernization had made serious inroads in the Jewish community. The free and 
largely urban American environment has hastened the process. In addition, the Amer-
ican environment has served to change and modify religious customs and mores that 
have been retained. Specifically American in influence is the emphasis on the impor-
tance of Hanukkah, due to i t s seasonal incidence with Christmas, a festival that exer-
cises an overwhelming impact upon a l l , particularly the children. This rather popular 
fest ival in the Jewish scheme of holidays has become a most significant one . . . 

ABRAHAM 6. DUKER 

THE AMERICAN JEW HAS WILLED TO BE IDENTIFIED and known as a Jew. He so regards 
himself and wishes his neighbor so to regard him. Despite the pressures making for 
conformity in an industrialized society and the tempting alternative to Judaism of-
fered by a free society, the American Jew appears resolved to resist the forces of 
standardization and the blandishments of total integration in the area of his Jew-
ish se l f - ident i f icat ion. The pessimistic and brooding predictions of Jewish disap-
pearance heard from many sides two and three decades ago have been refuted by more 
recent tendencies. These wi l l , one f ee l s , grow in authority and power in the years 
ahead. In the case of the American Jew, the reality of his Jewishness will become 
so integrally intervolved with his Americanism that he wil l be no more prepared to 
shed the former than the latter. The two wil l coalesce so fully within him that he 
wil l psychologically view himself as an "American Jew" (almost as i f i t were a single 
word). 

And he wi l l see himself as a member of a religious community. This phenomenon, 
which has begun increasingly to manifest i t s e l f in the 60״s of the century, wil l be-
come, i f anything, clearer and bolder in the 60's and 80's of the next century. A 
period of a renewed religious emphasis l i es ahead . . . 

This renewed faith wil l not wipe out the new insights and discoveries which human 
intelligence has brought to the fore nor wil l they replace the continuing attempts 
of human reason to expand our knowledge of the universe in the midst of which we are 
set and must l ive . But man wil l find i t wise and necessary to supplement his ration-
al findings with a bel ief in ultimate values which his poetic intuition and moral ad-
venturesomeness reveal to him. 

The American Jew, living in the midst of such a climate, wil l share in this en-
during quest. Having ful ly accepted himself as a Jew he will naturally seek these 
extra-rational truths in his own spiritual and moral tradition and in his own group 
memory. To be sure, what he e l i c i t s from that deep source will be interpreted and 
transformed in terms of his cultural and social situation and thus may (and probably 
wil l ) deviate from the conventionally traditional in a way to shock the Orthodox. 
But American Jews generally will regard his version as traditional since i t wil l serve 
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as the bridge of continuity between his generation and times and the historic back-
ground of his faith. 

The religion the Jew wil l return to wil l differ in many respects from that of 
his father or grandfather. Revolutionary though i t may appear, i t wi l l be for him 
an authentic expression of the continually growing and changing tradition. Some old 
forms wil l persist , some wil l be allowed to lapse; new forms, new conceptions and in-
terpretations wil l emerge out of the American Jew's earnest search for meaning and 
identity. Perhaps a new stage in the evolution of Judaism wil l be ushered in, much 
to the dismay of both the rigid and liberal-minded believer. While withdrawals and 
abdications of Jews wil l occur — as they have always occurred — these wil l be epi-
sodes in the l ives of disoriented individuals which wil l not s ignif icantly affect a 
firmly established Jewish collective l i f e . Intermarriage wil l continue at a rate far 
from alarming, and in most instances the non-Jewish partner wil l embrace the Jewish 
faith. 

MORRIS ADLER 

WILL TOE JEWS CONTINUE TO EXIST in America? Any estimate of the situation based 
on an unillusioned look at the American Jewish past and at contemporary sociological 
evidence must lead to the answer — No. 

It i s a myth that there i s any real continuity to Jewish history in America . . . 
By the very weight of larger numbers, many of the German Jewish sett lers who came 
to America in the middle of the nineteenth century are s t i l l evident as Jews in their 
descendants. But i t i s an open secret that by the fourth and f i f t h generations ( i . e . , 
the present ones) the rate of fal l ing away from them i s very great indeed. In real i ty , 
the contemporary American Jewish community i s not the culmination of the three cen-
turies of Jewish experience in the United States; i t i s in many senses a fresh be-
ginning, representing the East European Jews who arrived in this country in great 
numbers after 1882. That immigration is now beginning i t s fourth generation. What 
second and third generation represent i s writ large in the institutions that have 
been created, especially in the last 25 years. This i s a high-water mark, from which 
we are now beginning to recede. 

The crucial sociological evidence i s in the rate of intermarriage, what we know 
about the Jewish af f i l ia t ions of young people now in college, the decline of the Jewish 
birthrate, and a real i s t ic look at the so-called religious revival of the past decade. 
Everyone has been saying until very recently, with some pride and satisfaction, that 
there i s less intermarriage among Jews than within any other group in America. The 
figure that i s o f t quoted i s less than ten per cent. We now know that this i s a de-
lusion. The figure is true i f you add the marriages of the parents and grandparents 
and those of the young people now marrying; but what i s crucial to any projection 
of the future i s only the marriage of the present generation. All competent studies 
of intermarriage from this group alone add up to an estimate of between 15 and 20 per 
cent. The vast majority of the children of these marriages, on the evidence avail-
able, are lost to the Jewish community, even in those cases where there has been for-
mal conversion by the non-Jewish partner. 

Ihe most recent studies of our young people at college are even more frighten-
ing, especially since almost al l Jewish children over 17 go to college. A rule of 
thumb seems to be that the more prestigifying a college i s , the more l ikely i t i s 
that a number approaching half of the Jewish students on campus are on their way out 
of their religious commitment . . . 
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There is also the fal l ing Jewish birthrate. Every study that has ever been made 
shows without exception that the Jews have by far the lowest birthrate of any sub-
group in America. It i s l ikely that Jewish births do not replace Jewish deaths. When 
added to the factor of attrition inherent in a rising rate of intermarriage, the 
figure of perhaps three million Jews in the beginning of the next century is more 
l ikely than the present f ive and one-half millions. 

What of the vaunted religious revival? Certain things are indeed better, but 
there can be no doubt that we are not in the midst of a new birth of piety. Syna-
gogue building and belonging have been in recent years a form of acculturation on the 
American scene. I am not at a l l sure, however, that America i t s e l f operates in terms 
of religious sub-groups. Other sub-groups are coming to the fore . . . The drift of 
the Jewish young away from Jewish activity into liberal pol i t ics , art centers and en-
joyment of their parents' money probably foreshadows what the newer segment of the 
middle class wil l be doing soon in place of church belonging, i f they are not already. 

The sociological •problem i s , however, not the most important. The essential 
cr is is i s the cris is of faith. It has, in reality, remained the same since Jewish 
modernity began two centuries ago. Some Jews have barricaded the door against the 
outside world. TTie conviction that pervades certain parts of Jerusalem and of Brooklyn 
has been that any trace of westernization ultimately leads to disintegration. On the 
other end of the spectrum, the radical Zionists have really accepted the same diagno-
s i s . In the Diaspora, in their view, Jews and Judaism cannot survive the end of the 
ghetto and of i t s form of faith. Such Zionists have argued that territorial concen-
tration was now indispensable to Jewish survival, for those who would choose to live 
outside the land would disappear in fairly short order. The majority of the Jews of 
the world . . . have refused to follow the demanding path of either of these two alter-
natives, in favor of some middle position balanced between the claims of traditional 
Jewish faith and the counter-attraction of modern materialism, doubt and heresy. As 
ways of be l i e f , our contemporary sects have fai led, without exception, to produce 
either an answer that compels the perplexed to believe or a source of emotional power 
that touches their hearts . . . 

Will there be Jewish survival? On the basis of present trends I can only repeat 
that the answer must be in the negative. History, sociology and the emptiness of con-
temporary Jewish religion al l point in the same unhappy direction. Why then go on? 
I cannot answer for others. For myself, I keep working at the business of being a 
Jew simply because I must . . . 

I do not know how much of Judaism or of the Jewish community will rmmain some 
generations hence. It i s my task to see to i t that there is more rather than less; 
i t i s my faith that what there may be wil l be put by God to use. 

Ultimate solutions are not given to men. We can only maintain the tradition of 
Jewish learning; we can hope that those who wil l follow after us wil l continue to 
care; we can pray that God has not taken us on this long journey through the cen-
turies that Judaism might die in these United States in 100 years or so. If i t does, 
I must labor that some Jews should s t i l l be l e f t , to carry the tradition from these 
shores and replant i t . 

ARTHUR HERTZBERG 

THE AMERICAN JEW . . . looks forward to the permanence of his Jewish l i f e in the 
country, not as an alien or on a temporary basis, but as an established member of the 
American nation. He also sees several positive internal factors making for group 
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survival which can be mentioned here only brief ly . One is the fact that so large a 
group, numbering over five million, can bear the loss of thousands and tens of 
thousands, through secession and total assimilation, without the loss of the collec-
tive Jewish identity. Another i s the concentration of the vast majority of Amer-
ican Jews in communities of considerable extent, which permit the establishment of 
religious, educational and cultural institutions that deepen the sense of Jewish loy-
alty in the hearts of children, youth and adults. More than half of the Jewish popu-
lation l ives in New York and environs, while over two million others l ive in the 
thirteen largest c i t i e s of the country. That i s to say that 75 percent l ive in Jew-
ish communities of 10,000 or more members, suff ic ient ly large and viable to guarantee 
survival. 

During the last ten years, there has been a growing tendency to se t t l e in suburbs 
around the large c i t i e s . Far from encouraging assimilation, these attractive areas 
stimulate in the Jew a need to belong, at least o f f i c i a l l y , to the Jewish community by 
joining a synagogue, a Jewish Community Center, or Jewish organizations, such as the 
Zionist Organization, the B'nai B'rith and the l ike. There i s , of course, no lack of 
prophets of woe who regard this "suburban" Jewry as utterly superficial and vacuous. 
They deny that there i s any spiritual awakening to be discerned in the emergence of 
hundreds of newly organized communities in al l parts of the country. It. i s true that 
psycho-sociological factors play no small part here — the human wish to adapt oneself 
to one's environment by belonging to a community, as well as the urge to strike roots 
in the new settlement where these residents have established themselves by the purchase 
of houses and gardens. 

This i s true, but i t i s not the whole truth. If the significance of the re l ig i -
ous revival on the basis of such external manifestations was at f i r s t exaggerated, we 
should not make the opposite mistake of minimizing real i t ies and dismissing them out 
of hand. The extensive and far-flung movement to the suburbs, which i s leading to the 
establishment of congregations, the opening of schools for children and classes for 
adults, the founding of Jewish youth organizations, the appointment of rabbis and social 
agencies and the setting up of countless organizations for various Jewish causes, can-
not fa i l to have some influence on the l i f e and thought of the participants. There i s 
considerable evidence of a new attachment to Jewish customs, which expresses i t s e l f 
at least in the observance of the most salient features, such as the kindling of the 
Sabbath l ights, kiddush, Hanukkah and Purim, the High Holy Days and the Pilgrimage Fes-
t ivals , Bar Mitzvah and marriage r i tes , and also, in growing attendance at synagogue 
services by tens of thousands of men, women and children. 

In the last few years, there has been a considerable increase in the number of 
children attending Hebrew schools, and the percentage of youth receiving some educa-
tion i s steadily growing. Even the most superficial education — the majority of Amer-
ican Jewish children have not yet passed beyond this stage — serves at least to 
strengthen the pupils* feeling of belonging to their people. It should be noted that 
the educational situation has improved qualitatively as well. The number of day 
schools (yeshivot) i s increasing, and although their students s t i l l constitute only a 
small minority, there are already thousands who devote anywhere from ten to twenty 
hours a week to Hebrew studies. 

Interest in Judaism i s noticeable also among the adults, and the reading of l i t er -
ature on Jewish religion, history and current problems has grown. There are an in-
cteased number of courses in religion and Jewish culture at general universities and 
Jewish educational institutions. Altogether, the intel lectuals are displaying an 
interest and respect for the values of religion and i t s manifestations in l i f e that 
would have been inconceivable twenty years ago. 

ROBERT GORDIS 
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LET ME MAKE A FEW OBSERVATIONS now on our Jewish world, again beginning with a 
twenty-year backward glance. While here in America we faced only Coughlins and would-
be fuehrers of the native variety, in Germany and Eastern Europe, and later in West-
ern Europe, we faced extermination and crematoria. In April 1963, a l l of Jewry every-
where commemorated the twentieth anniversary of the heroic uprising of the Warsaw 
Ghetto, and of the perished s ix millions of our people. 

Today, we are in another reality: a Jewish State, a part of the council of na-
tions; a thriving, expanding Jewish community here in America; and a renascence of 
Jewish l i f e . Just as the holocaust of twenty years ago robbed us of one thousand 
years of Jewish history, human values and Jewish heritage, so today's moment in our 
history has taken a one-thousand-year leap into the future. And, as we look ahead, 
we see these developments as strengthening our continuity and survival. Here, also, 
a great role i s carved out for us in the Jewish community relations f i e ld . 

Only a quarter of a century ago, two great ideologies were at loggerheads. One 
was based on the bankruptcy of the Emancipation era, on the negation of Diaspora and 
on the impossibility of a creative Jewish l i f e even in a free society. It was this 
movement that brought about the realization of the Jewish dream of thousands of years, 
the creation of the State of Israel. 

The other concept negated a Jewish State as impossible, and the efforts to ere-
ate i t as inimical to Jewish l i f e . I t envisioned a world ruled by right and freedom 
in which the Jewish people, even though in Diaspora, could develop freely and crea-
t ively and with human dignity. 

Both ideas have emerged victorious and not at the expense of each other. What 
we are witnessing today, and will more so tomorrow, i s the reconciliation and inter-
relationship, the close coexistence of these two real i t ies; and I believe that in 
several ways we in the community relations f i e ld wil l be among the expediters of such 
a process. These real i t ies will belong more and more to all Jews and not to the po-
l i t i c a l parties of yesteryear that developed before Israel became a state or before 
the Jewish community of America came of age. 

We are admonished by wise counselors not to take these new real i t ies for granted, 
because new issues wil l arise that wil l affect our survival — problems of intermar-
riage; dangers of assimilation resulting from acculturation; and inability to main-
tain a viable balance between distinctiveness and integration. 

Of course, these are important issues, but I see more reasons for reassurance 
than cause for alarm. I see new patterns of Jewish community l i f e in terms of iden-
t i f i cat ion by religion, by communal services, by agency participation, using al l local 
and national instruments as tools of creative survival. I see that greater resources 
wil l be provided for Jewish education, Jewish culture in al l places: in the synagogue, 
in the community center, and in our national institutions. All these tools wil l 
deepen and wil l strengthen our distinctive Jewish values . . . 

Some of us are concerned that automation and government's increasing role in 
our society wil l result in pressures toward conformity. Perhaps. But i f there is 
such pressure i t wil l not be pressure on any one religious group to conform to the 
faith of another. Rather i t may pressure on a l l three faiths to conform to some-
thing new — what some term a "civic religion" or an "American religion." Should 
this take place, then a l l of us — Jews, Protestants and Catholics (as minorities) — 
wil l be struggling together for survival. 

ISAIAH M. MINKOFF 
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WITH THE END OF LARGE-SCALE JEWISH IMMIGRATION from other countries, with almost 
a l l American Jews now native-born here, we can be at the beginning of an evolution of 
a way of being Jewishly attuned to the American scene, as at earlier times there 
evolved a Spanish Judaism, a German Judaism, a Polish Judaism — and as there i s now 
evolving an Israeli Judaism. 

All these others, however, have had in common a consistent central element em-
bodied in the vast sacred literature — and in the historical experience of the Jew-
ish people . . . 

American Jews, then, must make some decisions. They must decide whether they 
are prepared to delve into the Jewish background and arrive at a level of knowledge 
about Jewish matters commensurate with their knowledge of , say, modem painting, or 
child psychology. They must decide whether being Jewish shall mean having only Jew-
ish friends, or whether i t shall also mean a set of values and a particular outlook 
upon God, man and the world. They must clarify whether their "religion" i s to mean 
only the erection of resplendent temples and synagogues which they v i s i t only on the 
High Holy Days and for an occasional organization meeting. They must decide whether 
they hire the rabbi to represent their Jewishness or to help them reach new insights 
and to help arouse and amplify their consciences. They must decide, f inal ly , whether 
being Jewish has true meaning and value to themselves and to their children, and what 
that meaning i s . 

American Jews, in short, must decide between being merely a social group in the 
guise of a religious group and being a group of Americans moved by a particular and 
distinctive religious and cultural heritage. If we choose the latter, we must work 
at knowing, understanding and being motivated by the vast body of Jewish law and lore. 
We must close the gap between our high level of general education and our virtual 
i l l i teracy in Jewish matters. As we cannot deputize the Judaizing of our children to 
others, so can we not assign to others the expression of our own Jewish identity and 
commitment. 

Only in this way can the Jewish heritage come to l i f e as a guide for today's 
problems and as a source of self-esteem for ourselves as Jews. 

MANHEIM S. SHAPIRO 

QUESTIONS FOR ELICITING FACTS AND STIMULATING VJSCUSSJON 

1. Explain the difference between the theory of the melting pot and that of cultural 
pluralism. 

2. How do you differentiate between the terms "assimilation" and "acculturation"? 

3. What are the forces that generate assimilation? 

4. What are the factors that motivate acculturation? 

5. What effect can assimilation and acculturation have on the Jew as an individual 
and on the Jewish community? 

6. Can you distinguish between the cultural patterns of the American Jew and those 
of the European Jew? 

7. What ef fect has the stoppage of immigration had on the acculturation of Amer-
ican Jewry? 
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8. In what ways i s your l i f e different than that of your parents and your grand-
parents? 

9. Do you foresee more or less acculturation and assimilation in the next genera-
tion? 

10. Is total assimilation of the Jew possible? 

11. What can be done to curb assimilation and to bring new v i ta l i ty into the l i f e 
of American Jewry? 

12. What steps should be taken to assure the survival of American Jewry? 

13. What are the values in the Jewish heritage that just i fy the furtherance of Jew-
ish distinctiveness and survival? 

DEVICES F0R MOTIVATING V1SCUSSWN 

1. Initiate the discussion with a panel of three or four members who will dis-
cuss the subject among themselves for about a half-hour and then the total group can 
join the discussion. 

2. Assuming the group i s in favor of Jewish survival, conduct a brainstorming 
session. The leader should call for ideas and suggestions as to the best methods to 
assure the survival of American Jewry. As these are called out by members of the 
group, the leader writes them on a blackboard. Then the group proceeds to discuss 
those on the l i s t which seem to them to be the most important. 

3. Display a selection of vis ible signs of American Jewish acculturation, such 
as a jar of ge f i l t e f i sh , an electric yahrzeit lamp, Hanukkah g i f t wrapping paper 
and greeting cards, a Passover Haggadah with commercial advertising, chocolate "mat-
zah" bars, newspaper advertisements of kosher catering establishments, book matches 
for a Bar Mitzvah dinner and ask how these represent acculturation. Then proceed to 
questions given above. 

4. Present a book review of a novel dealing with acculturation, such as The 
Rise of David Levinsky, by Abraham Cahan (New York, Harper, 1960), a classic novel of 
the rise of the Jewish immigrant in New York's garment industry. 

5. Read a short story on survival or assimilation to open the discussion. 
Ribalow's A Treasury of American Jewish Stories contains the following appropriate 
stories: "The Americanization of Shadrach Cohen," by Bruno Lessing, and "Hunger," by 
Anzia Yezierska, among others. 

6. Read one of these selections from The Golden Land, ed. by Eisenberg: "Break-
down at the Seder," by Jo Sinclair (from her novel Wasteland)•, "The Americaniza-
tion of the Greenbergs," by Charles Angoff (from his When I Was a Boy in Boston); 
"Dangers of Main Street," by Ludwig Lewisohn (from his Upstream: An American 
Chronicle׳(־, "My Father •Moved'," by Max Lerner (from New York Post). 

7. Arrange a debate on the survival of American Jewry. 
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INTERMARRIAGE AND THE JEWISH FUTURE 

Selections by Erich Rosenthal, Nathan Goldberg, C. Bezalel Sherman, 
Marshall Sklare, Manheim S. Shapiro, Robert Gordis and Graenwn Berger. 

THE INTERMARRIAGE RATE rises from about 1 per cent among the f i r s t generation — 
the foreign-born immigrants — to 10.2 per cent for the native-born of foreign parent-
age and to 17.9 per cent for the native-born of native parentage (third and subsequent 
generations). The considerable differentials . . . observed in the intermarriage rates 
among the f i r s t , second, and third generations have a three-fold significance: 

1. They show that the Jewish community of the United States i s subject to the 
processes of assimilation and amalgamation in such a manner that the ethnic and re l i -
gious bonds that welded the immigrant generation into a highly organized community 
are becoming progressively weaker. 

2. They cast doubt on the doctrine of the persistence of religious endogamy in 
American l i f e and on the idea of the "return of the third generation." 

3. They reveal that a total intermarriage rate i s not very meaningful. Since 
intermarriage i s virtually completely absent among the first-generation immigrants, 
the gross rate hides the process of assimilation that i s at work among subsequent 
generations. 

The studies . . . reveal the effect of the size of the Jewish community upon the 
rate of intermarriage. Again, the gross intermarriage rate conceals the fact that 
with decreasing size of the Jewish community the level of intermarriage is l ikely to 
increase. For the Jewish community the size found in Greater Washington (about 80,000 
persons), the intermarriage rate was 13.1 per cent. However, the intermarriage rate 
of in-migrants from larger communities, particularly from the one centered in and 
around New York City, was significantly lower. The analysis of the marriage-formation 
data for Iowa also showed that with decreasing size of the Jewish community the inter-
marriage rate increases sharply. 

That intermarriage usually spells the end of belonging to the Jewish group is 
demonstrated by the fact that in at least 70 per cent of the mixed families in Greater 
Washington the children were not identified with the Jewish group. This finding, which 
repeats earlier European experiences, takes on special significance i f viewed against 
the fact that the f e r t i l i t y of the Jewish population in the United States i s barely 
suff ic ient to maintain i t s present s ize . In the absence of large-scale immigration, 
i t may well be that intermarriage i s going to be of ever-increasing significance in 
the future demographic balance of the Jewish population in the United States. 

ERICH ROSENTHAL 

NATIVE-BORN JEWS GENERALLY ARE MORE ACCULTURATED than immigrants. They have a 
more liberal attitude toward interfaith dating and, as the New York City study shows, 
are more likely to out-marry than other members of the community. The members of the 
contemporary American Jewish community are predominantly native-born and the per-
centage of those whose parents are American-born i s on the increase. 

This i s probably one reason for the fact that the present generation of Jewish 
parents have a tolerant attitude toward interfaith dating. When asked how they would 
feel i f their child were to date sometimes a non-Jew, 26.5 per cent of 249 parents 
living in three different communities were in favor of i t , and 18 per cent indicated 
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that they would not care. If we assume that the latter group were actually not 
against such dating, then 44.5 per cent of the respondents were not against i t and 
43.8 per cent expressed disapproval of i t . These same respondents, however, were 
generally against dating a non-Jew most of the time. More than three-fourths, 76.7 
per cent, were against i t , only 5.2 per cent voiced no objection, and 8.4 per cent 
said they would not care. Whether these respondents were representative of the Jew-
ish population or not, American-born Jewish parents generally tend to tolerate inter-
faith dating. 

Whether they approve of such dating or not, their children have dates with non-
Jews. According to a survey made in the 1950's, 43 per cent of Jewish teenagers old 
enough to date had one or more interreligious dates; 42 per cent of this Riverton 
group, however, were absolutely opposed to such dating . . . 

Other things being equal, those who have or are willing to have interfaith dates 
are more likely to be willing to marry one not of their religious group than those who 
are against such dating . . . 

Whether the attitude of the Jewish youth toward interfaith marriage ref lects the 
views of their parents or not, i t i s doubtful whether many Jewish fathers and mothers 
would resort to any drastic measures in order to prevent such marital unions. Accord-
ing to the Shapiro surveys, 86 per cent of 555 parents would have been against their 
child marrying a non-Jew. American-born parents, however, had a more liberal attitude 
than immigrant parents, seven-tenths of the former and 89 per cent of the latter ex-
pressed disapproval of such marriages. Although 69 per cent of the sample of the North 
City Jewish parents (1957) disapproved of interfaith marriage, most of them would 
"accept i t ," once i t i s a "fait accompli" . . . 

The several studies of the attitude of Jewish parents and youth toward religious 
exogamy suggest that we can expect an upward trend in such marital unions. 

NATHAN GOLDBERG 

CONSIDERING THE DEGREE OF ACCULTURATION to which the Jewish community has at-
tained during this period, the surprise i s not that the increase (of intermarriage) 
has been so big, but that i t has been so small. Not only has the rate of intermar-
riage among American Jews been lower than among other white ethnic and religious 
groups; i t has also been considerably lower than among Jews in other western lands as 
the . . . figures, based on studies by the late Arthur Ruppin, Uriah Zevi Engelman and 
Jacob Lestchinsky show . . . 

Figures do not reveal the fu l l ef fect of intermarriage upon the American Jew-
ish community. We know that the number of Jewish men marrying non-Jewish women i s 
throughout higher than the number of Jewish women marrying non-Jewish men. Inasmuch 
as there is a greater tendency for the wife to adapt herself to the environment of the 
husband than vice versa, i t i s safe to assume that the number of non-Jewish spouses 
brought into the Jewish community i s not insignificant in proportion to the number of 
intermarriages. To be sure, the number of Jews leaving the Jewish community after 
marriage to a non-Jew i s higher than that of the non-Jews entering the Jewish com-
munity after marriage to a Jew; s t i l l , the process i s by no means a one-sided one. 
The surest indication of this i s that nearly al l Reform temples have members of non-
Jewish descent. Conservative synagogues also have their share, and new Jews are even 
to be found in Orthodox synagogues. In the light of the earlier established fact that 
in a mixed marriage the Jew does not gain social status and the non-Jew loses i t , the 
wonder i s that the path from the non-Jewish to the Jewish community i s not wholly 
barred. 
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Two generalizations wil l sum up the intermarriage situation among American Jews: 
(1) the substantial growth of the Jewish population, the upward economic mobility 
leading to social stabilization, the ghetto, and the softening of status conflicts 
within i t are factors that diminish the Jew's need to seek a marriage partner outside 
the Jewish environment; (2) the intensified urge for Jewish belongingness, stimulated 
by the Hitler tragedy on the one hand and the rise of the State of Israel on the other, 
tends to slow the pace of intermarriage. In any event, one may venture the predic-
tion that intermarriage wil l increase in numbers in proportion as acculturation deep-
ens but wil l not assume, in the foreseeable future, such proportions as to threaten 
the existence of the Jewish community in this country. 

C. BEZALEL SHERMAN * 

IN THE WRITINGS OF SUCH FOUNDING FATHERS of the contemporary American Jewish 
community as Isaac Mayer Wise or Solomon Schechter, the assumption i s that Jewish 
survival i s entirely possible in a free society. But having f inal ly established them-
selves in such a society, Jews are now coming to realize that their survival i s s t i l l 
threatened — not by Gentile host i l i ty but by Jewish indifference. This i s what 
f inal ly makes intermarriage so bit ter a dilemma to confront. On the other hand, i t 
s igni f ies the fulfillment of the Jews' demand for acceptance as an individual — a 
demand he has been making since the Emancipation; on the other hand, i t s ignif ies a 
weakening of Jewish commitment. In short, i t casts into doubt American Jewry's dual 
ideal of fu l l participation in the society and the preservation of Jewish identity. 
And once the rate of intermarriage i s seen to be growing, the contradiction in the 
basic strategy of American-Jewish adjustment i s nakedly exposed. 

As the horns of this dilemma sharpen and press closer, the very least one can 
hope from the Jewish community i s that i t wi l l eventually surrender the cherished 
diagnoses and nostrums that have come to obfuscate the true nature of the problem. 
A more rea l i s t i c confrontation i s necessary, and that requires a much larger body of 
research than we now possess on the current rate of intermarriage in the country as 
a whole. It also requires much more information about the Jews who intermarry and 
about the causes and consequences of their doing so. So, too, there i s a need for 
studies to evaluate the various methods in use to combat intermarriage, particularly 
those involving Jewish education. And demographic research wil l have to be done at 
regular intervals so that a reliable trend line can be established. 

A candid and pertinent discussion of intermarriage wil l also require a more cri-
t ical examination of Jewish attitudes than we have had in the past. One immediately 
thinks of the issue of conversion, which many Jews seem to regard as a token, last-
gap measure in a developing process of assimilation; but i s i t? There i s also the 
obvious, but usually ignored, problem of birthrate. One reason why a rising rate of 
intermarriage i s of such pressing significance i s that the birthrate of native-born 
Jews has been so low. (This, in part, i s why comparisons between Jewish and Catho-
l i e intermarriage rates have helped to confound rather than clarify the issue.) If 
a greater proportion of second-generation Jewish parents had permitted themselves to 
have even three children rather than one or two, the present situation would be far 
more hopeful so far as Jewish survival i s concerned. But the fact i s that the fert i -
l i t y rate of the second generation dropped catastrophically, and with hardly a word 
of discussion about i t among Jewish leaders. Reform and Conservative rabbis decided, 
for a l l practical purposes, to exempt the question of contraception from the area of 

* Reprinted from The Jew Within American Society, by C. Bezalel Sherman, with the 
permission of the Wayne State University Press. Copyright (c) 1960 by Wayne State 
University Press. 
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the sacred, implying that a decision about family s ize was of s tr ic t ly private con-
cern. Orthodox spokesmen were not prepared to go this far in the direction of secu-
larization, but they preferred to concentrate on other issues such as maintaining the 
practice of kashrut. 

The threat posed by intermarriage may change a l l this , and there i s a poss ibi l i ty 
that i t wil l also change the way most Jews think about their Jewish responsibi l i t ies . 
Typically, the American-Jewish notion has been that to be a good Jew means doing some-
thing for some other Jew; i t means, in short, philanthropy. As the problem of inter-
marriage grows in urgency, however, the Jewish community in America wi l l for the f i r s t 
time have to face an issue which i s highly personal — almost anti-philanthropic — in 
character. And i f the emphasis on philanthropic activism has allowed American Jews 
to avoid confronting the stark question: "What do you stand for when you wish to re-
main separate?" — the defense against intermarriage wil l necessarily involve a coming 
to terms, sooner or later, with what one i s defending. 

As the evidence accumulates that Jewish survival in America l i t era l ly depends 
upon each individual Jew — and in an entirely different way than i t did in the past — 
the answer to the question, "What do you stand for when you remain separate?" may well 
demand the development of a new consciousness in the community. This wi l l not be the 
f i r s t time in history that social conditions have impelled a people to philosophical 
discussion and involvement. If the problem of intermarriage should engender such a 
consciousness — the kind which has been foreign to the activism of American Jewry — 
i t will have had a positive ef fect on the quality of Jewish l i f e . If i t does not, 
the negative consequences are indeed ominous to contemplate. 

MARSHALL SKLARE * 

THERE WAS A HIGH CORRELATION between social association with non-Jews and a t t i -
tudes toward intermarriage; that i s , those who are more l ikely to associate social ly 
with non-Jews are likely to react somewhat less intensely to the prospect of the 
intermarriage of their children. We do not know whether this means that those who 
react favorably to associating social ly with non-Jews are already less concerned about 
intermarriage and therefore do not avoid non-Jews; or whether when they associate more 
with non-Jews, i t lessens their fear. 

What i s significant i s that i f Rosenthal's figures on intermarriage are correct, 
the methods uti l ized by parents to prevent intermarriage do not actually work, not in 
this society. 

The family can avoid contact with non-Jews, they can make sure that their teen-
agers play ping-pong with Jewish teenagers in the Jewish Community Center, but sooner 
or later an overwhelming majority of these teenagers are going to go off tc college, 
and then what? Is i t possible that the non-Jew there wil l appear even more attrac-
tive precisely because he or she wil l represent something new and different? Is i t 
possible that the Jewish college student will be the readiest to say, "What difference 
does religion make? After a l l , we're al l human beings?" 

If the physical separation does not work, what will? It would seem likely that 
in the vast majority of cases the degree to which being Jewish i s a significant posi-
tive element in the l i f e and consciousness of the Jewish young adult would have a 

* Reprinted from Commentary, by permission; copyright (c) 1964 by the American Jewish 
Committee. 
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substantial bearing on the choice of a l i f e partner. Can parents and Jewish ins t i -
tutions together effectuate this? 

MANHEIM S. SHAPIRO 

IN MEETING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE CONTEMPLATING INTERMARRIAGE, I have had occasion to 
say to them, "Your ancestors died for Judaism. We are asking you to live for i t . You 
are being called upon to make a great sacrif ice for your people and faith. It i s 
hard for me to say i t and harder for you to obey the ca l l . But a hundred generations 
of your ancestors have lived and struggled and created, so that you might carry on 
the unbroken chain and bring Jewish children into the world to live on after you." 

It i s undoubtedly true that those who were not prepared to l isten to me at al l 
generally did not come to see me. But there were more than a few who did come, and 
when I put i t to them in those terms, i t had i t s e f fect . 

What i s needed i s a genuine human sympathy for their situation, coupled with a 
sense of dedication and a readiness to fight for the l i f e of our people and our tradi-
tion. 

Emphasizing the welfare of the individual means much more than giving s ta t i s t i c s 
on intermarriage, the higher number of divorces, or the low f e r t i l i t y rates of inter-
married couples. I t means highlighting the injury to their psychological health and 
to their moral standards which is involved in deserting their own people. It means 
revealing the intellectual and spiritual impoverishment of their lives entailed by in-
termarriage, which generally cut them off from the Jewish heritage . . . 

It often happens that a youngster contemplating intermarriage comes in and says, 
"I don't know what my parents are so excited about. They never gave me a Jewish edu-
cation. They practice no Judaism in the home. They were never the least bit inter-
ested in Jewish culture, and now they're hysterical. They don't know why they object. 
They are either hypocritical or prejudiced or both. They are thoroughly unreasonable. 
I do not see why I should give up something precious to me." I respond as follows: 
"It i s true your parents do not know what to say to you. But behind their apparent-
ly irrational attitude i s something far deeper than logic. What i s involved is one 
of the basic drives of human nature, the dread of annihilation, the passionate desire 
for immortality. Many of us believe in immortality in the world to come. Rut al l of 
us know that there i s immortality for us in this world through our children. When 
your parents contemplate the possibil i ty of your marrying outside the fold, and real-
ize that their grandchildren wil l no longer be Jews, i t is the end of the line as far 
as they are concerned. If they sound hysterical, i t i s because they are faced by the 
threat of their own extinction. They cannot put their fear into words for you, 
they are not even consciously aware of what impels them, but i t i s as deep as the in-
stinct of self-preservation. They are in agony . . . " 

We cannot overestimate the importance of multiplying Jewish social contacts for 
our young people. I think one of the most important values of the Jewish Community 
Center and the synagogue-center l ies in the fact that they serve to bring Jewish young 
people together. Though I would prefer to have them meet under Jewish auspices for 
an intensive Jewish program, I would rather have them meet under Jewish auspices with-
out a Jewish program, than not at a l l . Our Jewish communal workers and Center execu-
tives have no need to be apologetic about the fact that one of the principal objec-
tives of the Center is simply to create a wholesome social milieu for the meeting of 
young Jewish people. Generations may come and go, but the role of the Shadchan i s 
everlasting! 

ROBERT CORDIS 
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THERE MUST BE AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP A UNIVERSAL, yes even monolithic, program, 
which cuts across a l l Jewish familial and institutional l ines. Perhaps the time has 
come to adopt Ezra-like measures, even at the risk of our being called separatists, 
a more positive term than ghettoization and segregation, words now in i l l repute. Per-
haps the revival of the term, Pharisee, i s warranted, despite the connotation which 
the new testament gave this group. 

More specif ical ly: 

1. The Jewish School will have to incorporate in i t s teachings at the appropri-
ate levels the subject of intermarriage, how i t was handled as of yore, i t s more 
recent historical consequences (Germany, etc .) and i t s contemporary American threat. 
This requires texts, visual aids, training of teachers, parent education, etc. 

2. The Parents — The school and other institutions must also begin to teach 
parents, before their children's adolescence, to cope with the problem of residence 
(Jewish neighborhoods), inter-dating, selection of play groups and extra-school ac-
t i v i t i e s , summer camps, movies, books— and ultimately selection of a university. 
Obviously apart from one's parental influence, whom one associates with and what 
one is exposed to have a major bearing on intermarriage. 

3. The Synagogue must make up i t s mind whether intermarriage is only an indivi-
dual idiosyncrasy or a threat to Jewish l i f e . To what extent i s the synagogue an 
instrument for integration, when i t s professional heads are often models for ecumen-
ical , inter-faith, integrationist movements? Do rabbis counsel parents in advance 
of children taking an irrevocable step? What efforts do they make to attract the 
teenager and the young adult and influence them about Jewish l i f e , or does a l l major 
support for education of child as well as parent stop at bar mitzvah and confirma-
tion? Do a l l rabbinic groups present a common front on this problem, or again does 
every rabbi follow only his own views or conscience? . . . Should they advise parents 
to be proscriptive about their children who seek to intermarry? Should they ins is t 
that the non-Jewish partner be converted? Should they agree on what goes into a con-
version? Should they agree that even a Jew should get a period of Jewish instruction 
before marriage? Should they ins is t that those who marry under religious auspices 
agree to join a Jewish institution, bring up their children Jewishly, support Jewish 
institutions — or i s the marriage r i te a r i tua l i s t i c formula without meaning? Also 
what should be the condition of membership of Jews who marry non-Jews that do not con-
vert? 

4. The Jewish Community Center — Should i t have non-Jews or Jews who marry 
non-converted Gentiles on i t s board of directors? What should be the condition for 
membership and does the open-door policy mean that non-Jews are served in their non-
Jewish interests or must they understand that this i s merely a hospitable Jewish in-
stitution? In what numbers and what ages should non-Jews be enrolled? What of non-
Jewish clubs? What encouragement should be given to native non-Jewish members as 
leaders of clubs, councils, and other activity groups? What should be the attitude on 
inter-dating, agency contacts with extra-mural non-Jewish groups in civic ac t iv i t i e s , 
social events, trips to camps or for social action purposes? What should be i t s in-
tegral program for educating children, youth, young adults, parents re intermarriage? 
Should i t engage staff who believe in intermarriage? Should i t engage intermarried 
staff where the non-Jew has not converted? What effect do non-Jewish leaders — paid, 
part-time, full-time, students, graduate students — who are in camaraderie with Jew-
ish leaders of the opposite sex have as role models for teenagers, young adults, even 
parents? 

5. Jewish Casework Agencies — Should their approach be purely individualistic? 
Should they see merely a person who i s in trouble that happens to be a Jew, rather 
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than a Jew who has a problem? What position should i t take on problems of intermar-
riage — is i t simply a matter of each person's choice? Does the family context, the 
Jewish community interest play an equally fundamental role? Should they discourage 
intermarriage as a principle? Should individual caseworkers determine policy based 
on their own point of view or convictions or should they be bound by agency policy? 
Should a particular, often transitory, psychological theory be more important than a 
historical Jewish position or need? Should caseworkers be engaged who advocate in-
termarriage — who are themselves intermarried without identification with Jewish in-
stitutions and the Jewish community? Should non-Jews be engaged who unconsciously or 
consciously see no problem in intermarriage as such? Should psychiatrists be engaged, 
used as consultants or as referral sources who are indifferent to intermarriage? 
Should referrals be made to camps, day camps, centers, child care and mental hygiene 
institutions which are also indifferent to intermarriage? Should adoptions be offered 
to intermarried couples, who are not identified with Jewish l i f e or even Jewish cou-
pies who are indifferent to Jewish aff i l iat ions? . . . 

6. Jewish Communal Relations Organizations — From whom do they derive their 
sanction to advocate broad communal programs that may be inimical to the continuity 
of the Jewish institution and Jewish community? For example, opposition to day schools, 
advocacy of integration on levels beyond the public domain, social action demonstra-
tions, etc. Should their lay and professional leadership be chosen on the basis of 
their advocacy of Jewish knowledge, Jewish identification, Jewish commitment, or is 
this only a sk i l l fu l public relations job which has no bearing on their Jewish t i es 
and relationships outside of the job? To what extent do journals under Jewish aus-
pices have a responsibility editorially to discourage intermarriage, even though they 
may wish to publish every side of an issue for the edification of both Jews and non-
Jews? 

While my own answers are almost implicit in these hard questions, I am certain 
there are many more which could be added to the l i s t and about which there must come 
in short order definitive answers. 

GRAENUM BERGER 

QUESTIONS FOR ELICITING FACTS ANV STIMULATING VISCUSSION 

1. List and compare the factors that abet and those that deter intermarriage. Can 
you weigh them and arrive at a conclusion as to the future increase or decline of 
intermarriage? 

2. In the above readings there i s an evident divergence of opinion between C. Bezalel 
Sherman and Marshall Sklare: the former takes an optimistic view of Jewish sur-
vival in contrast with the pessimistic outlook of the latter. Which opinion seems 
most logical to you? 

3. Why are Jewish leaders concerned with the present rate of intermarriage? 

4. Under what circumstances, i f at a l l , can intermarriage be successful? 

5. What, i f any, are the handicaps faced by intermarried couples? 

6. What are the advantages of in-group marriage? 

7. Should interfaith dating be encouraged? 

8. Should Center membership be open to Jews and non-Jews, or only to Jews? 
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VEVICES FOR MOTIVATING VISCUSSION 

1. To reveal the feelings and thinking of the group about intermarriage, the 
sociodrama technique can be useful. A problem such as this can be projected: A Jew-
ish father and mother have just learned that their son i s in love with a Gentile g ir l 
and wants to marry her. The father, a deeply committed Jew, discusses the matter with 
his son. In a second scene the parents argue about what they should do about this 
situation and a neighbor enters and joins the conversation. Then the confused parents 
consult with a social worker and a rabbi. 

2. Read a short story, poem or one of the articles on the meaning of Jewish mar-
riage in The Jewish Marriage Anthology, by Philip and Hanna Goodman. See especially 
"Intermarriage Between Sephardim and Ashkenazim," by A. M. Hyamson, "Mixed Marriages 
of Karaites and Rabbanites," "Boaz Makes Up His Mind," by Irving Fineman, "The Jew and 
Intermarriage," by A. I . Gordon. 

3. Present one to three cases of intermarriage with background on the couples, 
their offspring and as much additional detail as possible. The group should be en-
couraged to analyze the cases and to point out the problems, i f any. Then the dis-
cussion can be led to the broader issues of intermarriage. 

4. Arrange for a member of the group to give a review of Strange Wives, a novel 
by Shirley Frances Barker (New York, Crown, 1963), about a Jewish family in Newport, 
R.I. , during the period of the American Revolution who are beset with problems of mixed 
marriages and religious freedom. Another good book on the subject i s The Assistant, 
by Bernard Malamud (New York, New American Library, 1959), a story of a Jewish grocer 
and of a non-Jew who fa l l s in love with the grocer's daughter. 

5. Project the film "Should I Marry Outside My Faith?" (30 minutes, distributed 
by Family Films), in which the intermarriage problems of young people are brought into 
focus by representatives of the three major faiths. The film is l e f t open-ended for 
discussion. Before presenting the film ask the group to express their points of view 
on intermarriage. After the showing inquire whether there has been any change in their 
attitudes or whether the film expresses a viewpoint at variance with theirs. 

SUGGESTEV HEAVING 
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THE CHALLENGE OF JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 

Selections by M. Millard Lampe, Eli Ginsbergt Manheim 5 . Shapiro, 
A. Hoy Eckardtt and Francis Cardinal Spellman. 

THE FIRST CHALLENGE OF JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS i s the challenge t o the r e a l i s -
t i c view that Jews and Christ ians , despite t h e i r i n d i f f e r e n c e , w i l l continue t o e x i s t 
in assoc iat ion with each other. Unless t h i s i s the major assumption, the problem, so 
far as i t i s a problem, w i l l have no so lu t ion . 

The tension of fear and hate between Christian and Jew i s one of the saddest 
fac t s of human h i s t o r y , and a t rag i c b l i g h t upon our c i v i l i z a t i o n today. That Jews 
and Christians should allow any kind of b i t t e r n e s s to come between them when t h e i r 
s p i r i t u a l ancestry i s the same, and t h e i r idea l s and f a i t h so much the same, i s a 
calamity of the f i r s t magnitude, e s p e c i a l l y now when t h e i r combined strength i s des-
perately needed in the war against i r r e l i g i o n and the attacks of those who by t h e i r 
words and deeds would rob l i f e of a l l s p i r i t u a l meaning . . . 

The outstanding chal lenge, therefore , to Jewish-Christ ian re la t ions i s the chal -
lenge to f ind the cause and the cure of the deep-seated tension between two groups, 
a tension which i s e s s e n t i a l l y i r r e l i g i o u s in i t s nature, and contrary to the avowed 
r e l i g i o n of each. 

The foca l point of these antagonisms, so far as t h e i r cause i s concerned, i s the 
conditioning process that each generation provides for the oncoming generation, that 
i s , for children and youth. The prejudices of adul t s , r e f l e c t e d in t h e i r habitual 
a t t i t u d e s , and in the oral and written trad i t ions they pass on to t h e i r ch i ldren , con-
s t i t u t e the most powerful fac tor in the continuance of Jewish-Christian tens ion from 
age to age . . . 

What, then, i s the cure? I t i s nothing l e s s than a pat ient process of condi t ion-
ing or recondit ioning, by which the individuals here and there , and groups here and 
there, may come to have t h e i r a t t i tudes towards each other determined not by any t r a -
d i t iona l or conventional prejudices , but by considerations of i n t r i n s i c human worth. 
I t i s a long-range program, and i t w i l l not work automatical ly u n t i l i t i s much 
stronger than i t i s today, but materials and opportunit ies are at hand for i t s e f f e c -
t i v e funct ioning, and i t i s already in prac t i ca l operation, at l e a s t on a small s c a l e , 
in many areas of our s o c i a l order. At any rate i t o f f e r s a tremendous and common-
sense challenge to a l l who are in teres ted in the improvement of Jewish-Christ ian re-
l a t i o n s . 

The method i s simple. I t cons i s t s of fe l lowship and a s s o c i a t i v e undertakings in 
the f i e l d of common i n t e r e s t s . At the s t a r t , i t may not base i t s appeal very much 
upon e i t h e r the conscience or the reason, for conscience sometimes only re in forces 
one's prejudices and reason j u s t i f i e s them; but i t proceeds upon the assumption that 
when Jews and Christians engage in a s soc ia t ive l i v i n g around a common venture which i s 
f e l t by both to be important, then, i f ever, mutual respect w i l l be e l i c i t e d , and t h e i r 
judgment of each other w i l l be determined not by labe l s or ex terna l s , but by s p i r i t u a l 
worth . . . 

Of course one would be f o o l i s h to minimize the d i f f e r e n c e s between Jews and Chris-
t i a n s . The challenge of Jewish-Christian r e l a t i o n s i s a challenge to expect and to 
respect these d i f f e r e n c e s . But i t i s a l so a chal lenge to see the common i d e a l s t o 
which both groups adhere and profess to l i v e by. What idea l s they are! They are 
nothing l e s s than the idea l s by which men and nat ions must l i v e , i f they would sur-
v ive . Both groups b e l i e v e in God, and in the moral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y r e s t i n g upon every 
individual and group t o do God's w i l l j that i s , to seek the good l i f e f or themselves 
and for others . 

M. WILLARD LAMPE - 19 -
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ONE CANNOT READ JEWISH HISTORY and review the current e f f o r t s of the Jewish com-
munity to improve i t s re la t ions with the Gentile world without being impressed with 
the fo l lowing f a c t s : 

A. I t i s exceedingly dangerous for a Jewish community t o become preoccupied 
with inf luencing the a t t i tudes and behavior of the Gentile majority because there i s 
no bas i s for be l i ev ing that i t i s l i k e l y to succeed in t h i s e f f o r t . Moreover, in 
spending i t s l imited resources for these purposes, the community w i l l inev i tab ly have 
to neg lec t the support of other i n s t i t u t i o n s and a c t i v i t i e s which would most probably 
y i e l d much higher returns in meaningful values and in bas ic s ecur i ty . 

B. Any techniques which are employed in a propagandi s t s or p o l i t i c a l environ-
ment cannot be f u l l y d i sc lo sed without destroying the i r e f f i c a c y . However, i t i s ex-
cept iona l ly dangerous for a voluntary community to c o l l e c t money in s i zeab le amounts 
and to permit i t s expenditure without making a f u l l d isc losure of the relevant f a c t s . 
The i n v i t a t i o n to i rrespons ib le leadership and unimaginative bureaucracy i s overwhelm-
ing . 

C. There are not many p a r a l l e l s in Jewish h i s tory t o current-day Jewish l i f e in 
the United S ta te s . As Americans, we a l l have not only the r ight but the respons ib i l -
i t y t o be concerned with the future of our democracy. Because of t h e i r vu lnerab i l i ty 
as a minority, the Jews are l i k e l y t o pay a very high price for the imperfections 
which remain in our democracy. But i t would seem to be the be t t er part of wisdom for 
Jews rather to cooperate d i r e c t l y with like-minded c i t i z e n s who are concerned with im-
proving the structure and funct ioning of American democracy, than to concentrate t h e i r 
e f f o r t s in sectarian organizat ions . I t would scarcely be s tre tch ing the point to con-
tend that a sectar ian approach i t s e l f runs counter t o the bas ic t rad i t ions of American 
democracy. Moreover, the Jews w i l l be able to do a much b e t t e r job in accomplishing 
t h e i r s p e c i f i c a l l y Jewish goals i f they are not forced to d i s s ipa te the i r l imited re-
sources over too broad a front . As Americans, we are concerned with democracy; as 
Jews, with Judaism. Although there must be a re la t ion between Judaism and democracy 
in America, they should not be i d e n t i f i e d or equated. The true strength of democracy 
i s i t s h ighly variegated and d i v e r s i f i e d culture which permits each sub-group to de-
velop i t s maximum p o t e n t i a l i t i e s and thereby contribute to the whole. 

ELI GINZBERG 

THE ONE MOST COMMON WAY IN WHICH JEWS EXPRESS t h e i r sense that they are Jewish i s 
the tendency t o assoc ia te s o c i a l l y almost exc lus ive ly with other Jews. John Dean says , 
"Participant observers in the Elmira community and in most other communities v i s i t e d by 
the f i e l d s t a f f reported v i r t u a l l y no s o c i a l mixing between Jews and Gent i les . These 
observers were undoubtedly re ferr ing to the composition of s o c i a l c l iques ." He then 
goes on t o analyze the s o c i a l behavior of 89 Jewish individuals in one c i t y and winds 
up with the conclusion that l e s s than 10 per cent of the group part i c ipate in a pre-
dominantly Gentile c l i q u e , while 65 per cent have a l l -Jewish soc ia l c l iques — "a 
certa in bunch of c lose f r i e n d s who v i s i t back and forth in each other 's homes . . . " 

The answer to intergroup re la t ions problems in America i s not for Jews to mix 
more with non-Jews, as such; nor i s i t "wrong" for Jews to f ind a common i n t e r e s t with 
other Jews and a pleasure in t h e i r company. But what i s the meaning and motivation 
for the tendencies for s o c i a l separation? In the f i r s t p lace , there i s the question 
of relevance. Does the Jewish assoc ia t ion have any Jewish meaning? I f the Jewish 
c l ique i s doing exact ly what the Gentile c l ique i s doing next door i s there any va l id 
reason for the groups to be separated by the property- l ine? 

Second, there i s the question of what t h i s process means in the personal i ty s truc-
ture of the individual Jew. I f i t represents narrowness and provincial ism, then i t 
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would be bad, in my book, f or a Jew or for any human being . Or i f t h i s process rep-
resents an u n r e a l i s t i c perception of the true s i t u a t i o n , then i t i s immature and prob-
ably neurot ic . 

Third, there i s the question of what t h i s process of s o c i a l separation means for 
the general s o c i e t y and for our own future . One of the things that has come out of 
many d i f f e r e n t s tudies i s that those who have had f r i e n d l y contact with Jews are l e s s 
l i k e l y to express prejudiced views than those who have not ; should we, by abstaining 
from such contacts , deprive our Gentile neighbors of the opportunity to cure them-
se lves of prejudiced views? 

In understanding a l l of t h i s , however, the motivations for the par t i cu lar form 
of behavior become paramount. Of course, the pr inc ipa l fac tor on the Jewish s i d e i s 
fear of anti-Semitism and of r e j e c t i o n . And indeed, there i s some j u s t i f i c a t i o n for 
t h i s . Dean reports that of the Elmira c r o s s - s e c t i o n of Qenti les who did not mix so -
c i a l l y with Jews, 20 per cent sa id they would not like t o . And we a l l know of discrim-
inat ion in c lubs, in organizations l ike the Junior League, and so on. But we must ask 
whether we are looking at the 100 per cent of Genti les as though they are the 20 per 
cent; that i s , doing with them exact ly what we do not want them to do with us , re -
garding them as a group with homogeneous c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and a t t i t u d e s , and f a i l i n g 
to respond to the individual on h i s merits . 

MANHEIM S . SHAPIRO 

THE QUESTION OF THIS PRESENTATION i s asked from within the Christian community 
of scholarship as a task for the Christian community of scholarship. The word "re-
lat ionship" i s taken to mean a condition of human equa l i ty and j u s t i c e . And the 
present response t o the question must be "no" and "not yet" — "no" because the hour 
i s too l a t e for t h i s generation and "not yet" because i t i s too early for another 
generation. As Jul ian Green has wri t ten , "After Auschwitz, only tears can have mean-
ing." We l i v e in a s t a t e of limbo — between what has been and what may be. Only 
the most fragmentary beginnings are poss ib le now — whether we work upon the front 
known as "dialogue" or that of "ecumenism" or, indeed, one of prac t i ca l r e c o n c i l i a -
t i o n . 

There are four reasons for t h i s answer. F i r s t , the Christian crimes against the 
Jewish people extending back hundreds of years have scarce ly been confessed, much l e s s 
expiated. Here and there a few voices have cr ied out . Yet we do not have to imply 
any cynicism over profess iona l ro les in order t o ask: what are these voices against 
the s i l e n t voices which s t i l l shriek in our ears from the ghet tos , the pogroms, the 
gas ovens? I shan't dwell upon the f a t e f u l t a l e of Christian anti-Semitism; that 
horrendous r e a l i t y i s given i l l u s t r a t i o n through a second reason for the "no" and the 
"not yet": the dominant h i s tor i c -Chr i s t i an ideology respect ing Judaism and the Jews . . . 

An ideo log ica l climax was reached on the f l o o r of Vatican Council II on Novem-
ber 20, 1964. By a vote of 1,770 to 185 the Council fathers gave preliminary sane-
t ion to a draf t document concerned, in part , with the Jews and rac ia l and r e l i g i o u s 
to lerance . The hatred and persecution of Jews, whether of e a r l i e r or present t imes , 
was deplored and condemned. The Jewish people must never be i d e n t i f i e d as r e j e c t e d , 
cursed or g u i l t y of de ic ide . 

Yet in vain does one search the draft of Vatican II for even the s l i g h t e s t mkrk 
of Christian contr i t i on , for even a s i n g l e word of recognit ion that the church of 
Jesus Christ has been a knowing and w i l l i n g part ic ipant in the centur ies - long demonry 
of anti-Semitism. How admirable of us now to exonerate the Jewish people for a l l 
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t h e i r reputed transgress ions! Could there be a more damning judgment upon the church 
of our century than t h i s one — that not u n t i l a f t e r the day of Auschwitz did Chris-
t ians see f i t to fabr ica te a correct ion of the record? . . . 

A spark of penitence i s v i s i b l e in the present Christian domain. There i s an 
in ternat iona l trend away from the t r a d i t i o n a l execrat ive and judgmental stance respect-
ing the Jewish people and t h e i r f a i t h , a trend which includes as wel l a beginning a f -
f irmation of the abiding i n t e g r i t y of I s r a e l . A gathering movement i s seeking to 
correct i n j u s t i c e s and misrepresentations in Christian l i t e r a t u r e , preaching, and the 
l i t u r g y . Al l t h i s makes the more grievous the pers i s tence of a certain dogmatic com-
binat ion , an impossible condition which operates as a deadening weight upon construc-
t i v e e f f o r t . 

This condition has two dimensions. One of these i s insured by the numinous ro le 
which the New Testament continues t o occupy within the church. Christian Scripture i s 
s t i l l a highly sacred object ; i t s sacred-symbolic power remains, even among those who 
re ta in l i t t l e personal knowledge of Scripture. As long as the church continues to 
stand up to "read the Word of God," i t must accept the consequences. I t must f ind 
that certa in "lessons" preserve and f o s t e r in and of themselves a derogatory image of 
"the Jews." All the learned exeges i s in the world cannot overcome the presence of 
a categor iz ing mental a t t i tude within part icu lar documents which are to a l l pract i ca l 
purposes t i e d t o the divine . . . 

The other dimensions of the Christian theo log ica l tragedy d i s c lo se s more trans-
parently the contradict ions within the church's dogma. I r e f e r to the dec i s ive a l l e -
gation that even i f i t i s wrong t o speak of "the Jews" as having put Jesus to death, 
I s r a e l has neverthe less repudiated i t s inheritance and denied i t s Lord. On t h i s view, 
the divine vocation of de fec t ing I srae l has been taken over by the "new I s r a e l , " the 
church . . . 

Catholic and Protestant thinkers a l ike have had the e f frontery to assert that 
I s rae l as a whole has been g u i l t y of s i n in not accepting Jesus as Messiah. Danielou 
makes the incredible judgment that the s in of I srae l was i t s f a i l u r e to be l i eve in 
the resurrected Christ . And the German Lutheran wri ter Leonhard Goppelt dares to 
a l l e g e that the church must see in I s r a e l ' s res i s tance t o the gospel "hardening and 
g u i l t which deprives of s a l v a t i o n . " To him, the "new covenant" i s "the only f u l f i l l -
ment of the promises made to the patr iarchs ." Could there be a more perfect expres-
s ion than t h i s of the Christ ian predicament? What these interpreters have f a i l e d — 
or refused — t o see i s that the I srae l of Jesus' day, and the I srae l which l i v e s 
upon Torah in any day, not only bears no rea l moral l i a b i l i t y f or the a l leged non-
acceptance of Jesus but i s , on the contrary, to be praised for undeviating f e a l t y to 
i t s recognit ion of the divine promises . . . 

Perhaps one day the "no" and the "not yet" may become a "yes" — and I do not 
mean at the end of a l l th ings . Perhaps one day the church may be l i f t e d "beyond 
ideo logy ." Perhaps one day the Christian theo log ica l impasse w i l l be broken. Should 
t h i s happen, something other than tears w i l l have meaning, and there w i l l be a Jewish-
Christ ian r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

A . ROY ECKARDT 

PREJUDICE CAN NEVER BE JUSTIFIED by the teachings of any r e l i g i o n . Hatred can 
never be j u s t i f i e d by those teachings . The Founder of my Faith gave one supreme com-
mandment t o a l l who would fo l low Him: "By t h i s s h a l l a l l men know that you are My 
d i s c i p l e s , that you have love f o r one another." 
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This point needs s t r e s s i n g in the l i g h t of a recent survey examining the reasons 
behind anti-Semitism. Asked why the Jewish people have o f t en suf fered outbreaks of 
persecution, a surpris ing number of people rep l i ed that in t h e i r opinion i t was a 
punishment for t h e i r part in the Crucif ixion of Christ . Frankly, I was appalled. 
This i s not Chr i s t ian i ty . I don't know where they learned i t , but sure ly i t was not 
from the teachings of t h e i r church . . . 

Respons ib i l i ty for the Crucif ix ion of Jesus as an event of h i s tory belongs only 
to those individuals who were present at the time and who cooperated in His death. I t 
i s simply absurd to maintain that there i s some kind of continuing g u i l t which i s 
transferred t o any group of people and which r e s t s upon them as a curse f o r which they 
must s u f f e r . 

The Christian Faith, on the other hand, does teach that Christ Our Saviour died 
for a l l of u s , in expiat ion for the s i n s of a l l mankind. In this sense we do b e l i e v e 
that we are a l l myst ica l ly implicated in His death — but a l l without except ion, and 
a l l in the same way. And His dying f o r us must never be thought of as a curse upon 
anyone, but rather as a b l e s s i n g upon a l l . 

Anti-Semitism can never f i n d a bas i s in the Catholic r e l i g i o n . Far from empha-
s i z i n g the d i f f erences which divide Jews from Christ ians , our Faith s t r e s s e s our com-
mon orig ins and t i e s which bind us together . . . 

In June of 1944, Pope Pius XII again protested pub l i c ly . He sa id : "For cen-
tur ies the Jews have been most unjust ly treated or despised. I t i s time they were 
treated with j u s t i c e and humanity. God w i l l s i t and the Church w i l l s i t . S t . Paul 
t e l l s us that the Jews are our brothers ." 

This i s the teaching of the Catholic Church and i t can never be otherwise. My 
fr iends , God i s l ove , and His w i l l f or a l l of us i s f raternal charity and understand-
ing. I t i s high time that a l l . Christians and Jews a l i k e , applied t h i s great r e l i -
gious pr inc ip le to t h e i r deal ings with one another. I t i s high time to s t r e s s the 
bonds of brotherhood which should characterize our r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS MV S T I M U L A T I N G VISCUSSION 

1. What are some d i f ferences between the b e l i e f s of Judaism and Chris t iani ty? 

2. Does Judaism enjoy the same r ights and s ta tus in American s o c i e t y as Chr i s t ian i ty? 

3. What i s the Jewish r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f or e l iminat ing r e l i g i o u s prejudices? What i s 
the Christian onus? Whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s greater? 

4. Will the ecumenical approach of the Vatican Council create a favorable atmos-
phere v i s - a - v i s Christian-Jewish re la t ions? 

5 . Is the ex i s tence of i n t e r f a i t h organizations in i t s e l f recognit ion of the r e a l i t y 
of r e l i g i o u s prejudices and strained re la t ionships? Does t h i s evidence a des i re 
for a sharpening or a blunting of r e l i g i o u s d i f f erences? 

6 . What experiences have you had which bear on the r e l a t i o n s between Jews and non-
Jews? 
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7. What are your on-going s o c i a l (®*eluding business and profess ional ) contacts with 
Christians? 

8. Why do Jews tend to segregate themselves in neighborhoods of large c i t i e s or in 
suburbs? What are the d i f f erences between the "gilded ghettos" of suburbia and 
the European ghettos? 

9. I f you are an employer, do you give preference t o Jews when h ir ing employees? 

10. Do you pre fer that your s o c i a l l i f e be among Jews or Christians? Do you f e e l 
more comfortable in the company of Jews than with non-Jews? Explain the ra-
t iona le f or your f e e l i n g s . 

11. What are the values of i n t e r f a i t h programs, such as Brotherhood Week and r e l i -
gions dialogues? 

12. Are the e f f o r t and funds expended on i n t e r f a i t h a c t i v i t i e s warranted in the l i gh t 
of the r e s u l t s ? 

13. What do you think are the ways in which the best understanding between Christians 
and Jews can be achieved? 

14. What does "Diversity in Unity" and "Cooperation without Compromise" mean to you? 

15. What methods do you recommend for eradicat ing re l i g ious prejudices? 

V E V J C E S FOR MOTIVATING VISCUSSION 

1. Conduct a colloquy with a rabbi, a Catholic p r i e s t and a Protestant minister 
act ing as experts . The chairman or in ter locutor w i l l f i r s t ask questions of the ex-
perts and then open the f l o o r for further questions and d i scuss ion . 

2. Inv i te a s t a f f member of the loca l Jewish community re la t ions body to open 
the discuss ion with a b r i e f presentation and to act as a resource person. 

3. Role-play an i n t e r - f a i t h meeting with c l e r i c a l and lay leaders of the three 
major f a i t h s in America. Discuss the h i s t o r i c a l re la t ionships of Chris t iani ty and 
Judaism and the current s t a t u s . 

4 . Among the appropriate f i lms on Jewish-Christian re lat ions are: "Major Rel i -
gions of the World" (20 minutes, c o l o r ) , a presentation of b e l i e f s and r i t u a l s of 
the major r e l i g i o n s , produced and d i s tr ibuted by Encyclopaedia Britannica Films; "One 
God — The Ways We Worship" (37 minutes), r e l i g i o u s ceremonies and holiday observances 
of Protestants , Catholics and Jews; "Make Way for Youth" (22 minutes), a demonstra-
t ion of a construct ive youth program to break down the fences between neighborhoods 
and r e l i g i o n s , produced by American Jewish Committee and Youth Div i s ion , National 
Soc ia l Welfare Assembly. The l a s t two are d is tr ibuted by Association Films. 
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ANTI-SEMITISM, TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Selections by Benjamin R. Epstein, John Slawson, Lawrence Bloomgardent 
Arthur Hertzberg, Zvi LurieM Balfour Brickner and Mordeoai M. Kaplan 

THE PICTURE TODAY ONCE MORE IS DIFFERENT. Now there i s l i t t l e overt a n t i -
Semitism and few cases of the v io lence that occurred twenty years ago. But much of 
the brave-new-world s p i r i t of ten years ago i s gone, too . Today, anti-Semitism flows 
a quie t course, hidden, subt le and pervas ive , jus t as harmful — and even harder t o 
f i g h t . 

I t could have been much worse. Sustained high production and employment have 
weakened the economic bas i s f o r the scapegoating of Jews. The tensions of the cold 
war could, conceivably, have had ser ious e f f e c t s on the s tatus of the Jew in the 
United S ta te s ; the e f f o r t to label a l l Jews as Communists or Communist sympathizers 
was, p o t e n t i a l l y , a real danger to t h e i r s e c u r i t y . Strangely, despite the furious 
drive of profess iona l ant i -Semites , the equation never seemed t o s t i c k . 

Anti-Semitism today i s harder t o cope with because, in a sense , i t has gone un-
derground. C iv i l r ights laws and educational campaigns have done t h e i r work; they 
take a t o l l of overt manifestat ions of anti-Semitism, but they have a long way t o go 
before they a f f e c t bas ic a t t i tudes as wel l as behavior. Anti-Semitism may be, to 
some extent , out of fashion p u b l i c l y , but i t i s s t i l l pract iced. Those who pract ice 
i t may be defens ive or gu i l t - r idden , t h e i r acts more devious. 

This i s evident in the methods used t o maintain p o l i c i e s of exclusion . . . That 
a l l these pract ices of discrimination take heavy t o l l , our s tudies make abundantly 
c l e a r — p a r t i c u l a r l y now, when s o c i a l and economic s ta tus seem to have a c lo ser re -
la t ionsh ip in American l i f e than in previous eras . We are constantly reminded that 
t h i s i s the age of b ig bus iness , b ig industry and the organization man. Personnel 
s e l e c t i o n for b ig business has become a sc ience of s o r t s . New t e s t s scrut in ize far 
more than j u s t the routine job q u a l i f i c a t i o n s of an execut ive . Now they probe in to 
a man's go l f and drinking scores — as wel l as those of h i s w i f e . An employee's 
re la t ionsh ips with h i s parents , h i s a t h l e t i c aptitudes in school , h i s table manners, 
dress and clubs are a l l matters of concern. For b e t t e r or worse, t h i s c a l l s for a 
type of conformity or at l e a s t adjustment, to the prevai l ing ways of a community. I f 
you are denied membership in the s o c i a l organism because you are Jewish, you are 
apt t o be denied a job which demands such membership as a prerequi s i t e . 

The Organization Man and many other Americans have taken to l i f e in the suburbs. 
There i s l i t t l e bas i c change in people ' s intergroup a t t i tudes j u s t because they travel 
on the New York Central instead of the IRT; s o c i a l discrimination i s becoming a mat-
t e r of press ing concern in many areas of suburban l i f e . Unchecked, i t can conceivably 
bring about a new type of segregation — marked by sycamore-laned ghettos and "For 
Christ ians Only" communities, without even the nodding re lat ionships Jewish and Chris-
t i a n neighbors once had when meeting in t h e i r apartment-house e l evator . 

These are some of the dimensions and s p e c i f i c s of the problem of combatting a n t i -
Semitism today. The problems are o f ten e l u s i v e , but to say merely that there i s hope 
f o r t h e i r so lu t ion would be unfa ir to a l l American experience. Our capacity for 
s o c i a l development i s unl imited. Barring some major world catastrophe, American 
anti-Semitism w i l l continue t o decrease. You can t e l l i t in the a t t i tudes of our cul -
t u r a l , r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l l eaders . You can t e l l i t in the great growth of com-
munity organization in the United S t a t e s , the process of people banding together on 
behal f of many democratic causes . You can t e l l i t in the development of modern edu-
cat ion in the United S t a t e s , which, with human-relations education as i t s base , i s 
capable of producing a generation of Americans emotionally r ich and f u l f i l l e d , 
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incapable of jo in ing a hate movement or even t o l e r a t i n g one. 

But the phenomenon of anti-Semitism i s deep-rooted; i t w i l l not die in our 
time. And before i t does i t w i l l claim many more v i c t ims . 

BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN 

WE OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE DO NOT CLAIM that exc lus ion from a s o c i a l 
club v i o l a t e s the l ega l r ights of any person. But we do claim that automatic ex-
e lus ion , s o l e l y for reasons of race or r e l i g i o n , v i o l a t e s a t r a d i t i o n a l sense of 
s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . We maintain that congenia l i ty i s the only c r i t e r i o n that 
should govern s o c i a l a s soc ia t ion . But congenia l i ty depends on what a person i s — 
h i s character, h i s s o c i a l amenit ies , h i s i n t e l l i g e n c e , h i s cu l tural and other i n t e r -
e s t s , h i s recreat ional s k i l l s — and not on the way he worships h i s God, the p lace 
where h i s father was born or the co lor of h i s sk in . 

Assessments of personal worth and qual i ty are c e r t a i n l y relevant to the c r i -
ter ion of congenia l i ty . Impersonal blanket judgments are d e f i n i t e l y i r r e l e v a n t . 
Their meaning, in e f f e c t , i s t h i s : "We have never met you. We don't know you. We 
don't care what maimer of man you are, what graces you p o s s e s s , what d i s t i n c t i o n you 
have attained in your business or profess ion , in c i v i c a f f a i r s , in the a r t s , in s p o r t s . 
I t ' s enough t o know you are a Jew. We don't want to a s s o c i a t e with you." 

What AJC i s challenging i s not the r ight of f ree a s s o c i a t i o n , but the imputation 
of group i n f e r i o r i t y in such exc lus ion , with i t s far-reaching connotations for our-
se lves and for our chi ldren. This imputation freezes e thn ic , r e l i g i o u s and r a c i a l 
groups in to a caste system which r e s t r i c t s the horizon of both the excluder and ex-
eluded, thus reducing for both the chances of meaningful, enjoyable contacts . 

Social equal i ty w i l l never be achieved i f we are s a t i s f i e d with to lerance on 
the bas i s of sympathy, or even j u s t i c e on the bas i s of an a l l eged c i v i l r i g h t . This 
i s no task for the s o c i a l ph i lanthropis t , nor for the lawyer as a lawyer, nor for 
the judge as a judge. I t i s not even in the province of a c i v i l r ights committee. 
I t i s a task for the s o c i a l psycho log i s t , the educator, the persuader. I t means ac-
t i v a t i n g the fashion molder, the community pacese t ter , to in f luence others in h i s 
s o c i a l c i r c l e — to a f f e c t a t t i tudes r e s u l t i n g in ac t ion , or act ion u l t imate ly modi-
fy ing a t t i t u d e s . 

Only when r e l i g i o u s and ethnic d i f f erences among the American people are f u l l y 
accepted, and no longer equated with e i t h e r super ior i ty or i n f e r i o r i t y , and when 
each person i s judged on the bas i s of h i s own worth, can s o c i a l discrimination be 
ul t imate ly e f faced . . . 

Here, then, i s a continuing job for the American Jewish Committee. As we have 
elsewhere remarked, the problem of exclusion from s o c i a l clubs cannot be dismissed as 
inconsequential , or bearing merely on personal inconveniences and embarrassments. We 
need no longer accept a s ta tus of i n f e r i o r i t y even i f i t be merely by impl icat ion . 
America's economy i s large ly dependent on the increas ing wants of the people; the 
ta lk today i s of the three-car family . American Jews should match t h i s economic i n -
s a t i a b i l i t y with an i n s a t i a b l e hunger for human equal i ty in every regard. 

AJC has proved i t s e l f very wel l adapted by v ir tue of i t s membership and s t a f f 
to pursue our goals . We have earned for ourselves a reputation of maturity, p l a n f u l -
ness and courage. We have been able to concern ourselves with bas ic re la t ionsh ips 
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not always perceived by others . 

The problem of s o c i a l - c l u b discrimination w i l l continue to require a f f i rmat ive , 
persuasive ac t ion . Our leadership has the requ i s i t e contacts and personal fr iendships 
to act t a c t f u l l y and purposively. We must e l iminate t h i s decept ive ly unobtrusive 
form of anti-Semitism, l e s t in the long run i t prove our Achi l l e s h e e l . 

JOHN SLAWSON and LAWRENCE BLOOMGARDEN 

ON THE DOMESTIC SCENE the Jews have no major bast ions l e f t t o conquer. No one 
r e a l l y cares much about the continued exis tence of s o c i a l exclusion in country clubs 
and some of the town clubs. There i s indeed some emotion about economic exclusion of 
Jews by some of the largest corporations. Despite the noise that i s occas ional ly made 
about i t , however, the economic p r o f i l e of the contemporary Jewish community i s such 
that these p r a c t i c e s , though h a t e f u l , are not r e a l l y very threatening. Bright young 
Jews, fresh out o f c o l l e g e , can f ind many places in which to work, even i f they are 
not allowed in any s i g n i f i c a n t number i n t o the bureaucracies of the public u t i l i t i e s . 

ARTHUR HERTZBERG 

HIE IMPACT OF ANTI-SEMITISM must not be underestimated; cer ta in ly there i s no 
reason t o point to the sense of s ecur i ty characterizing the communities in certa in 
countries t o underline the internal nat ional p e r i l s . Ihat sense of secur i ty must 
not induce us to be l i eve that the s p e c i f i c manifestat ions of anti-Semitism may not 
endanger the future ex i s tence of the Jews. 

There i s no reason to be l i eve that t h i s sense of secur i ty i s the outcome of a 
t ru ly s tab l e s i t u a t i o n , in so far as Jews are concerned. We sha l l not d i l a t e on t h i s 
aspect; we s h a l l merely confine ourselves to the remark that while anti-Semitism in 
the old sense no longer e x i s t s in the West, i t has assumed new forms and thus the 
need to take i t in to account in any analys is of the s i t u a t i o n i s by no means reduced. 
Anti-Semit ic manifestat ions are not the malady i t s e l f ; they are symptoms of the mal-
ady, which while perhaps large ly concealed has not been eradicated, notwithstanding 
changing condit ions and the ex is tence of cons t i tu t iona l democratic regimes. I t con-
t inues to survive even in a p l u r a l i s t i c and open s o c i e t y . I t needed only manifesta-
t i o n s of i n t e r - r a c i a l tension in the United States to bring a l l the old symptoms to 
the surface . This in s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t , in the main, the United States i s mak-
ing a s incere e f f o r t to reduce such i n t e r - r a c i a l t ens ion , and that the Jews are in the 
van in t h i s campaign for rac ia l equa l i ty . The reference i s not only t o anti-Jewish 
f e e l i n g in Brooklyn and in Harlem. To a far greater extent the conduct of the r e l a -
t i v e l y small Jewish communities in the South of the United States must be s er ious ly 
pondered. This conduct and the a t t i tude taken up towards these Jews by others re -
f l e e t an almost forgotten f a c e t of Jewish l i f e in the Golah. 

Without entering more deeply in to the question i t may be noted that "the Jewish 
vote" took on a s p e c i f i c qua l i ty in combatting Goldwater. Johnson, i t i s true , s e -
cured an unprecedented majority, but the candidates supported by a l l the dark forces 
of anti-Semitism, react ion and neo-Fascism, succeeded in securing no l e s s than 39 per 
cent of the votes cast in the great democracy of America. 

All i t needs i s for there to be i n t e r - r a c i a l tension in the State of Quebec and 
anti-Semitism r i s e s to the surface . The migration of Algerian Jews to France ere-
ated another sor t of tension in the l a t t e r country. And tens of thousands of Nazi 
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criminals continue to occupy pos i t ions of in f luence , in addit ion t o t h e i r creat ing a 
far - f lung new diaspora. 

I t i s correct to say that anti-Semitism in i t s new reincarnat ion, with sporadic 
eternal manifestat ions on the one hand and imminent though concealed ex i s tence on the 
other, i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the modern metamorphosis of anti-Semitism. There i s no 
need to underrate the gravity of these manifestat ions t o h igh l igh t the threat of na-
t ional d i s in tegrat ion and loss of Jewish i d e n t i t y . 

ZVI LURIE 

JEWS MUST REALIZE that no meaningful i n t e r r e l i g i o u s program can be b u i l t on an 
approach which has f i g h t i n g anti-Semitism as i t s dominant foca l p o i n t . Jews have, we 
hope, reached a point where concern for survival outweighs fear of the ant i -Semite . 
Anti-Semites e x i s t and w i l l continue to e x i s t but the i r v irulence i s gone. Theirs 
i s only a nuisance value. Ask the chi ldren. I t i s not amazing to discover that many 
teenage Jewish youth do not even know what the word means and i f they do, i t has f o r 
them only an academic r ing . Where Jews experience anti-Semitism, i t s i n t e n s i t y i s 
pale when compared with that to which t h e i r fathers and grandfathers were exposed. 
Our approach t o the g e n t i l e world can no longer be one of f e a r , susp ic ion , or d i s -
t r u s t , see ing a Jew hater behind every WASP smi le . 

BALFOUR BRICKNER 

THOUGH THE JEW CANNOT CONTROL THE FORCES OF ANTI-SEMITISM, he should be able to 
control i t s e f f e c t upon him. He can, i f he wants t o , prevent i t from injuring h i s 
mental health and s e l f - r e s p e c t . To be able to do t h a t , however, he needs the s trength 
of character which only the c u l t i v a t i o n of h i s Jewish s p i r i t u a l her i tage can give 
him. Hie Jew who i s i l l i t e r a t e in matters pertaining to h i s People and i t s way of 
l i f e i s bound to be cursed with a sense of i n f e r i o r i t y , and t o be forever at war with 
h imse l f . The i l l i t e r a t e Jew i s a l i v i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of what i t means for a man to 
be h i s own worst enemy. The only way the Jew can ever make peace with himself i s 
for him to be l i t e r a t e as a Jew, to know h i s People and i t s r e l i g i o n . 

The i l l i t e r a t e Jew i s h i s own worst enemy, because he himself i s to blame for 
the breakdown of h i s morale under the impact of anti-Semitism. Morale, as courage in 
the face of d i f f i c u l t y and danger, presupposes an undivided mind and a s e l f - c o n f i d e n t 
s p i r i t . When the enemy succeeds in ge t t ing us t o doubt ourse lves , i t i s e n t i r e l y our 
own weakness, and not h i s s trength, that undermines our s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e . The igno-
rant Jew i s l i k e l y so to hate himself as to be something of an ant i -Semite . He re -
sents being cont inual ly dunned by Jews for Jewish causes. What do they want of him? 
They have burdened him with a l i a b i l i t y for no good reason. Before one knows i t , he 
f inds himself jo in ing the hue and cry of the ant i -Semites . 

MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS AMD S T I M U L A T I N G VISCUSSION 

1. Have you personal ly encountered discrimination in seeking a job? 
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2 . Have you ever been in a s i t u a t i o n where you experienced discrimination? I f so , 
was i t in a formal s e t t i n g ( h o t e l , country club, f ra tern i ty ) or in informal per-
sonal re la t ions? 

3. Do Jews have f u l l equal i ty and protect ion under the laws of the United States? 

4 . What i s the extent of the prejudice and discrimination against Jews in America? 

5 . Why are the nat ional Jewish defense agencies able to ra i se more funds than those 
organizations devoted to Jewish education and culture? 

6. Do you b e l i e v e that the l essening of anti-Semitism in the U.S. w i l l strengthen 
or weaken the Jewish community? 

7. Can there be a resurgence of anti-Semitism in America in the foreseeable future? 
What are the fac tors that portend a growth and/or a dec l ine of anti-Semitism in 
the U.S.? 

8. What are some of the causes of anti-Semitism? 

9. What are the bes t methods to curb anti-Semitism or i t s incipiency? 

10. Is there a Christian r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f or anti-Semitism or i s i t purely a Jewish 
problem? 

11. Does the involvement of Jews in p o l i t i c a l and c i v i c a c t i v i t i e s help to break 
down prejudices or does i t aggravate the s i tuat ion? 

12. What, i f any, i s the e f f e c t of the current c i v i l r ights s truggle on anti-Semitism? 

13. How does anti-Semitism d i f f e r from prejudice against Negroes? 

14. Are Jews overly s e n s i t i v e about the a t t i tude of non-Jews towards them? 

15. Why should the Nazi holocaust be constantly reca l l ed by American Jews? What l e s -
sons can be learned from the annihi lat ion of s i x mi l l ion Jews? 

DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Read a s tory from A Treasury of American Jewish Stories, edi ted by Harold 
Ribalow. Among those in t h i s volume on the theme of anti-Semitism are: "Nasty 
Kupperman and the Ku Klux Klan," by Louis Berg, "A B i t t er Farce," by Delmore Schwartz, 
"Shock Treatments," by Irwin Stark, "One of the Chosen," by Hortense Calisher. 

2. Present a review of Laura Z. Hobson's b e s t - s e l l e r novel on anti-Semitism, 
Gentleman's Agreement (New York, De l l , 1962), or of Sternt a novel by Bruce Jay 
Friedman (New York, Simon § Schuster, 1962), which describes a Jew in suburbia who 
i s obsessed by the f e a r of anti-Semitism. 

3. Clip recent newspaper and magazine a r t i c l e s on inc idents of anti-Semitism 
whether here or abroad and read them t o the group. 

4. Display p ic tures of the period of the Nazi holocaust and ra i se the question, 
"Can i t happen here?" 

5. Role-play an episode depict ing a nouveau riche Jew who moves to a new 
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community and appl ies for membership in a WASP country c lub. 

6 . Read one of these s e l e c t i o n s from The Golden Land, ed i ted by Eisenberg: 
"Reuben Cohen Considers Anti-Semitism," by Irwin Erdman (from Menordh Journal); 
"Finkelstein Fights Back," by Arthur Mil ler (from Focus). 

7. Show one of these f i l m s : "The High Wall" (32 minutes) , a s tory about teen-
age prejudice produced by the Anti-Defamation League; or "The House I Live In" (11 
minutes), an RKO production featuring Frank Sinatra persuading youngsters to s top d i s -
criminating against other chi ldren. Both f i lms are d i s tr ibuted by McGraw-Hill. 

Among other appropriate f i l m s , avai lable from the Anti-Defamation League o f B'nai 
B 'r i th are: "Anti-Semitism in America" (28 minutes), a psychological explanation of 
the character and development of pre judic ia l a t t i tudes towards Jews; "The Chosen 
People" (30 minutes), a kinescope about a group o f teenagers who discover that the 
place they s e l e c t e d for a prom w i l l not admit Jews; "No Easy Answer" (18 minutes) , a 
f i l m designed to st imulate parents to think about the impact of anti-Semitism on t h e i r 
chi ldren. 

SUGGESTEV REAVING 

(For a descr ipt ion of the books l i s t e d , see bibliography in appendix.) 

Epstein, Benjamin, and Forster, Arnold, Some of My Best Friends . . . . . 

Isaac , Ju l e s , The Teaching of Contempt. 

Kaplan, Benjamin, "Jews and Social Equal i ty ," pp. 129-143, Meet the American Jew, ed. 
by Belden Menkus. 

Klutznick, Ph i l ip M., No Easy Answers, pp. 67-84. 

Konvitz, Milton R. "Inter-Group Relat ions ," pp. 76-83, The American Jew, ed. by Oscar 
I . Janowsky. 

Parkes, James, Anti-Semitism. 

Bigotry in Action. 

Sherman, C. Beza le l , The Jew Within American Society, pp. 137-156. 

Slawson, John, The Unequal Treatment of Equals. Also reprinted in Jews in the Modern 
World, ed. by Jacob Freid, pp. 297-309. 
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PROBLEMS OF CHURCH AND STATE 

Selections by Oscar and Mary F. Handlin, Leo P f e f f e r t Philip Jaoobsont 
Jakob J. Petuohow8ki and Abraham G. Ditker. 

TOE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN FREE INSTITUTIONS has created an impregnable 
bast ion within which Jewish p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l r ights are secure. A survey o f the 
enormous distance the Jews have already come toward the acquis i t ion of equal r ights 
can leave only opt imis t i c expectat ions for the future. They have l e f t far behind the 
heri tage of law and pract i ce derived from the c losed s o c i e t y of medieval Europe and 
have earned the f u l l r ights of men and c i t i z e n s of the New World. In the process , 
they have a l so extended the meaning of Americanism. 

For a long inter lude between 1880 and 1940, the threat to equal i ty came from 
r a c i s t sources . That threat was vigorously met and subdued. But outs ide that period 
the inequal i ty o f the Jew originated in the r e l i g i o u s d i f f erences that divided him 
from other Americans. To l e v e l that inequal i ty the Jews had at hand the great d i s -
covery of the Revolutionary generation t h a t , r e l i g i o n being a matter of man's con-
sc i ence , i t ought t o be e n t i r e l y f ree o f the s t a t e and the s t a t e e n t i r e l y f ree of r e l i 
gious in ter f erence . With that premise, increas ingly accepted by t h e i r f e l low c i t i z e n s 
the Jews have an unassa i lable claim to r i g h t s i d e n t i c a l with those of every other Amer 
ican. To make the claim good in pract ice i s a long and d i f f i c u l t task , and one that 
i s s t i l l in process . But so long as the p r i n c i p l e , long recognized, i s not forgotten, 
the u l t imate i s s u e cannot be in doubt. 

In the United S t a t e s , the outcome has been not only t o strengthen the Jews, but 
to strengthen the nation and r e l i g i o n as w e l l . For, as Hayim Greenberg put i t , in 
words that Je f ferson and Madison would have echoed: 

Religion . . . must not , i f i t wishes to remain f a i t h f u l to i t s nature, source 
and purpose, employ or endeavor t o employ the State and i t s instrument for 
i t s own purposes. Prec i s e ly as power and the opportunity to use power for pur-
poses of coercion i s the outstanding charac ter i s t i c of the Sta te , so the charac-
t e r i s t i c concern of r e l i g i o n i s the l i b e r t y of the indiv idual . I t i s impossible 
to require that any man s h a l l b e l i e v e in a given f a i t h i f he does not "tend to 
be l i eve" by v ir tue of h i s very persona l i ty . The pos i t ion of persons subject 
to compulsion . . . cannot be regarded as having any r e l i g i o u s value and i s , in -
deed, fundamentally a n t i - r e l i g i o u s . The . . . theocrat ic s t a t e i s a n t i - r e l i g i o u s , 
and, in the l a s t r e s o r t , a State without God. Army and p o l i c e as a u x i l i a r i e s 
diminish the Divine Authority and do not extend i t . Indeed, t h i s aid serves 
t o v i o l a t e the very concept of Divine Authority over Universe and Man. 

In t h i s sense , i t was one of the contributions of the Jews, along with other d i s sent -
ing f o l k , to have part ic ipated in e s t a b l i s h i n g the l i n e between b e l i e f and power, be-
tween r e l i g i o n and the s t a t e . In that process they have demonstrated that men of 
whatever r e l i g i o n can with equal r ights l i v e together as good c i t i z e n s of the same 
s t a t e . 

OSCAR and MARY F . HANDLIN 

HOW OFTEN DO WE HEAR IT STATED that we have prayers in Congress and "In God We 
Trust" on our co ins . How of ten i t i s f launted that "In God We Trust" i s our national 
motto, that we have chaplains in Congress and we acknowledge God every day in our pub 
l i e l i f e . Yet, i t i s never said in the bas ic charter, the instrument from which a l l 
powers of government ar i se in America — that instrument i s completely s i l e n t about 
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God, does not mention God at a l l . 

This, t o o , I assure you, was not an accident . I t was a de l iberate dec i s ion made 
by a people who wanted to confer upon t h e i r governors only secular powers, only pow-
ers r e l a t i n g to the temporal and nothing r e l a t i n g t o the e t e r n a l . 

This i s what r e l i g i o u s freedom means in our nat ion . Hiis i s what separation o f 
Church and State e n t a i l s within a democracy . . . 

We Jews have arrived. We are now one of the inner c i r c l e . We are accepted. And 
I fear for t h i s . I f ear for t h i s because, t o reverse the Deuteronomist, Jeshurun has 
waxed f a t , and i s beginning t o stop kicking. I fear f o r i t because I am beginning t o 
f ind among my rabbinic fr iends a somewhat l e s s e r i n t e n s i t y in f i g h t i n g for t h i s ab-
solute separation of r e l i g i o n and s t a t e , in protes t ing that the a t h e i s t has r ights 
and that the non-bel iever should not be put in the s ta tus of second-c lass c i t i z e n -
ship . We are now one of the inner c i r c l e and we too ta lk about Judeo-Christian r e l i -
gion. I f we can have Christmas in the schoo l s , l e t us a l so have Hannukah. I f there 
i s to be Easter on t e l e v i s i o n , so too should there be plays about Passover and s tory 
of the Passover. 

There i s a great temptation to forget what to me i s a bas ic concept of the Amer-
ican t rad i t ion: that there i s no d i f f erence in the eyes of government between the 
be l i ever and the non-bel iever , between the orthodox and the h e r e t i c , between the 
God-fearing and the a t h e i s t . There i s but one Consti tut ion which protects a l l . This 
i s the American experiment. 

LEO PFEFFER 

THE MAJOR JEWISH CONCERT] in the area of church-state r e l a t i o n s i s the publ ic 
school . . . Jewish r e l i g i o u s and c i v i l organizations have concluded that the "main-
tenance and furtherance of r e l i g i o n are the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the synagogue, the 
church and the home, and not of the public school system"; and have declared f irm 
opposition to the " u t i l i z a t i o n in any manner of the time, f a c i l i t i e s , personnel , or 
funds of the public school f or purposes of r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n . " I f t h i s pr in -
c ip le were accepted, schools should bar any program or a c t i v i t y that might i n f l u -
ence or undermine the f a i t h of any ch i ld or question the absence of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f 
in any c h i l d . Then a l l children of every shade of r e l i g i o u s opinion, as wel l as 
those of r e l i g i o u s l y u n a f f i l i a t e d f a m i l i e s , could enjoy complete equal i ty in the 
class-room and school community . . . 

The public schools face an ominous future i f the drive to obtain tax a s s i s tance 
for the parochial school should succeed. Dr. Gerald E. Knoff, executive secre tary , 
Divis ion of Christian Education, National Council of Churches, voiced t h i s f ear in 
predict ing that federal aid to church-related schools would r e s u l t in the "increas-
ing fragmentation of education" because many r e l i g i o u s denominations would claim t h e i r 
share of federal funds. The prac t i ca l re su l t of such l e g i s l a t i o n , said Dr. Knoff, 
"would be the shatter ing of the public school system as we know i t today." Most 
Jews share t h i s deep concern that the granting of publ ic funds for pr ivate and paro-
chial schools w i l l re su l t in a fragmenting of publ ic education and they oppose any 
e f f o r t to d ivert public funds to the church-related school . 

Unfortunately, some of the staunchest opponents of tax aid for the parochial 
school bl ink at the fac t that in t h e i r communities the publ ic school i s s carce ly d i s -
t inguishable from a Protestant parochial school . This f a c t lends seemingly l o g i c a l 
credence to the argument advanced by Professor William Brickman who argued for f ed-
eral aid to r e l i g i o u s schools in t h i s way: So many of our publ ic schools "for a l l 
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p r a c t i c a l purposes, are r e l i g i o u s in nature." They have prayers, hymn s ing ing , and 
Bible reading. Many people "would l i k e to have the i r cake and eat i t — to keep r e l i -
gion in the publ ic schools and to prevent r e l i g i o u s schools from obtaining publ ic 
funds. This i s ne i ther f a i r nor cons i s tent — and very probably not c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . " 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to observe that the very same argument was advanced by the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, and by columnist David Lawrence. 

Unfortunately, the evidence in support of Professor Brickman's observation i s a l l 
too rea l . . . 

Unti l the spring of 1961 there was complete unanimity in the organized Jewish com-
munity in respect to government aid to r e l i g i o u s schools . At that time, however, a 
schism occurred in Jewish ranks on t h i s i s sue when spokesmen for a segment of Orthodox 
Jewry asked the Congress to include funds for private schools in any aid-to-education 
b i l l s under considerat ion. They premised t h e i r appeal on the ground that the 251 a l l -
day schools attended by Jewish children face "extremely d i f f i c u l t f inanc ia l circum-
s tances ." 

Not only i s t h i s view rejected by a l l other Jewish groups, i t meets res i s tance 
within the Orthodox Jewish community i t s e l f . Addressing himself to the federal aid 
controversy, Rabbi Charles Weinberg, president of the (Orthodox) Rabbinical Council of 
America, pleaded for the appl icat ion of the ancient Jewish pr inc ip le of "taking care of 
our own"... 

The Jewish community i s united in supporting the expenditure of tax funds intend-
ed for the welfare of a l l chi ldren, regardless of the schools they attend. School 
lunches and medical and dental s erv ices f a l l within that category. 

Textbooks and bus transportation do not . As the Oregon Supreme Court s a i d , t e x t -
books are "c lear ly i d e n t i f i e d with the educational process ." A textbook i s as neces-
sary t o the operation of a school as the bui lding in which i t i s housed or the desk 
at which a ch i ld s i t s . So, too , with transportat ion. Most Jews agree with the Alaska 
Supreme Court that "the furnishing of transportation t o pupils of non-public schools 
c o n s t i t u t e s a d irec t b e n e f i t to those schoo l s ." But there again i t needs to be added 
that the Jewish community i s not unanimous on the question of transportat ion. 

PHILIP JACOBSON 

IT IS QUITE CONCEIVABLE THAT A JEW may favor the pr inc ip le of the separation of 
church and s t a t e , and s t i l l r e j e c t individual measures which are being propounded with 
a claim to the implementation of that p r i n c i p l e . For example, someone might suggest 
that publ ic school vacations should never be scheduled during seasons when r e l i g i o u s 
f e s t i v a l s are being ce lebrated, f o r , by such a scheduling, the publ ic school system 
i s ac tua l ly a iding in the proper r e l i g i o u s observance of denominational f e s t i v a l s . 
Few people would regard the implementation of such an argument as e s s e n t i a l t o the 
maintenance of the separation of church and s t a t e . 

But " o f f i c i a l Jewish" opposit ion to "released time" i s b a s i c a l l y of the same 
order. So, for that matter, i s the " o f f i c i a l Jewish" opposition to the Pres ident 's 
b i l l for aid to education. Just because a ch i ld aided by some of i t s provis ions may 
happen to be enro l led in a r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d school , the aid i t s e l f i s seen as 
an infringement of the separation of church and s t a t e ! In other words, some Jewish 
organizations are no longer capable of see ing an American chi ld as a human being with 
needs and with r ights which the s t a t e i s try ing to meet and to uphold. They can only 
see Cathol ic , or Protestant , or Jewish chi ldren. And, i f such a chi ld s u f f e r s from 
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economic deprivation, then nothing would please our Jewish organizations more than t o 
have t h i s ch i ld forced by economic circumstances to go t o publ ic school . Somewhere 
along the l i n e we seem to have l o s t our sense o f compassion, our b e l i e f in the r igh t 
t o d i f f e r , and our b e l i e f in the digni ty of man. 

But why? What i s so t e r r i b l y wrong with the r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d schools? Af-
t e r a l l , the ex i s tence of such schools i s guaranteed t o 11s by law; and they are obl iged 
to meet the standards l a i d down for secular s tudies by the l oca l boards of education. 
I t can, there fore , only be the f a c t that in such schools chi ldren rece ive the kind of 
r e l i g ious or ientat ion to l i f e that disturbs our Jewish organizat ions . Sometimes, i n -
deed, opposition t o government aid to parochial schools i s coupled with the unconcealed 
fear that Jewish a l l -day schools would next be asking for some measure of government 
support. And t h a t , of course, would be treason! For the only t ru ly "American" educa-
t ion can be obtained exc lus ive ly in the publ ic s choo l s . So, at l e a s t , runs the argu-
ment. I t i s an argument not infrequently propounded by Jews who see nothing "un-Amer-
ican" in sending t h e i r own children to very exc lus ive Quaker or Episcopalian prep 
schools . The bas ic f e a r , then, seems to be brought out by the spectre of Jewish 
schools . 

The problem of r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d schools i s not a simple one. I t i s , more-
over, beset by many u n c l a r i t i e s . Does one have in mind a complete school system from 
primary grades through high school , or i s one ta lk ing about a l imited number of years 
within the t o t a l educational process? I s i t r e a l l y impossible f or a Catholic or a Jew-
ish ch i ld t o mix with children of other denominations a f t e r having been to a denomi-
national school for a number of years? Are there s t a t i s t i c s t o back up such a claim? 
Case h i s t o r i e s ? 

But we are not r e a l l y concerned here with the r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d school as 
such. We are only concerned with the fears of our Jewish organizations that any aid 
rendered a ch i ld who i s enrol led in one of those schools could — i n d i r e c t l y — accrue 
to the advantage of the school i t s e l f . And Jewish organizations do not want t o see 
those schools enjoying any such advantages. Jewish organizations seem to f e e l that 
that which the r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d schools o f f e r over and above the regular publ ic 
school curriculum somehow in ter f ere s with the American educational i d e a l . This can 
only mean, as we have already indicated , that the Jewish organizations are bothered 
by the r e l i g i o u s or ientat ion to l i f e which i s being i n s t i l l e d by such schools in 
general, and by such Jewish schools in par t i cu lar . 

In that case , however, the " o f f i c i a l Jewish" opposit ion i s d irected as much 
against Judaism's own bas i c i n t e r e s t s as i t i s against any other r e l i g i o u s i n t e r e s t s 
in the country. We have, in other words, a "Jewish" opposit ion t o Judaism. But that 
i s a contradict ion in terms. We must c a l l that opposit ion by i t s true name. I t 
i s , in f a c t , nothing more, and nothing l e s s , than a s e c u l a r i s t opposit ion to r e l i g i o n . 
I t i s no l e s s s e c u l a r i s t for being championed by some rabbinical and synagogal bod ies , 
in addition to the "defense" agencies; for secularism in America has a l so invaded the 
Synagogue. 

Once we understand t h i s , the record becomes i n t e l l i g i b l e . There can be, and there 
must be, leg i t imate opposit ion to denominational Bible reading and t o denominational 
prayer in the publ ic school . This i s a c lear case where Jews, as Jews, are involved in 
the separation of church and s t a t e . The case i s no longer so c l ear , however, when i t 
comes to non-denominational prayers. I t i s even l e s s c l ear in the opposit ion t o "released 
time." I t i s not c l ear at a l l when an o f f ens ive i s mounted against the provis ion of meals, 
bus transportation and "secular" text-books to pupi l s of r e l i g i o u s l y a f f i l i a t e d schoo l s . 
That i s to say, i t i s not c lear at a l l i f we were t o understand i t as a "Jewish" re -
action to the "Church and State" i s s u e . I t i s , of course, p e r f e c t l y c l e a r , once we 
understand i t as part of the on-going secularist f i g h t against r e l i g i o n as such. 

JAKOB J . PETUCHOWSKI 
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IF WE CONCEIVE OF PLURALISTIC AMERICAN SOCIETY with a core culture common to a l l 
groups, and with d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o n s and therefore a l so r e l i g i o u s cultures that are 
not common t o a l l , i t i s e s s e n t i a l to examine whether the Jewish group and i t s r e l i -
gious culture are being accorded the recognit ion and equal i ty due to them in a 
democracy. 

As Jews we have the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of working out a balance or synthes i s between 
the American way of l i v i n g and the Jewish way of l i v i n g . We have t o work out a way 
of group adjustment in re la t ion t o the non-Jews with the idea of maintaining our 
"separateness" within a p l u r a l i s t i c American s o c i e t y . We have to be concerned with 
Jewish s ta tus and search our cul tural her i tage for elements of cont inui ty and creat iv -
i t y . Hiis requires an examination of the core American culture and i t s educational 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and media. For ins tance , do ch i ldren's text-books in h i s tory contain 
s t o r i e s about Passover as they do about Christmas? Do co l l ege text-books in h i s tory 
contain accurate information about the Jewish ingredient in Western c i v i l i z a t i o n , or 
even in Chris t iani ty? Do they present Judaism as a l i v i n g r e l i g i o n or as a f o s s i l ? 
Is the ro le o f anti-Semitism in Western s o c i e t y discussed in a forthr ight manner? Do 
soc io logy textbooks describe the Jews in America as an ethnic-immigrant group about 
t o disappear, or as a r e l i g i o u s - c u l t u r a l - e t h n i c group that has the r ight to continue 
i t s own unique patterns within American group l i f e ? And f i n a l l y , do Judaism and Jewish 
culture enjoy the same r ights and s tatus in American soc i e ty as Chris t iani ty and Chris-
t i a n cultures? Can they have the same degrees of equality? Moreover, American Jews 
i n t e r e s t e d in Jewish survival w i l l have t o work out a way of l i v i n g where integrat ion 
in American s o c i e t y and in Jewish l i f e are s t re s sed on an equal l e v e l . This requires 
an evaluat ion of American culture from the point of view of the p o s s i b i l i t y of accept-
ance of i t s ingredients by a l l . I t may be presumed that much in the common core cul -
ture can be shared by a l l elements. Others, that cannot be shared by a l l elements, 
should be accepted only by the fol lowers of these part icu lar i d e o l o g i e s , theologies 
or approaches. Thus, as Americans, Jews would part ic ipate in a l l aspects of American 
s o c i e t y and core culture that are non-sectarian and open to a l l . In contrast , they 
need not and poss ib ly must not par t i c ipa te in the s p e c i f i c a l l y Christian aspects of 
American s o c i e t y and culture that are non-sectarian and open to a l l . 

This point of view may appear to be extreme and w i l l not be accepted by those 
Jews who b e l i e v e that p l u r a l i s t i c l i v i n g should be l imited only to formal re l i g ious 
prac t i ce s in a very r e s t r i c t e d sense or by those who be l i eve in the harm of p l u r a l i s -
t i c l i v i n g to Jewishness and urge more far-reaching separation from the core cul ture . 

ABRAHAM G . DUKER 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS AMP S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. What i s the background of the American pr inc ip le of separation of church and 
s t a t e ? Is the pr inc ip le s t i l l v a l i d today? 

2. What have been the advantages and the disadvantages of church and s t a t e separa-
t i o n for American Jews? 

3. Has the pr inc ip le of s t r i c t separation of church and s t a t e been put into prac-
t i c e , completely, p a r t i a l l y or not at a l l ? Cite instances for your arguments. 

4. How would you explain the fac t that the motto "In God We Trust" i s engraved on 
American coinage? 
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5. What i s your opinion on such matters as Bible reading, r e c i t a l of prayers and 
Christmas and Hanukkah ce lebrat ions in publ ic schools? Describe the actual s i t u a -
t ion in your loca l publ ic schools , 

6 . Should Jewish children par t i c ipa te in s inging Christmas carols and in Christmas 
ce lebrat ions in publ ic schools? I f Jewish parents objec t , how can the problem 
be resolved? 

7. Should government aid be made avai lable t o Catholic parochial and Jewish day 
schools f or secular s tudies and such items as bus transportat ion, milk, e tc? 

8. Should u n i v e r s i t i e s which have departments or schools of r e l i g i o n and are spon-
sored by r e l i g i o u s denominations rece ive government support? 

9. Under the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, churches and church-related organiza-
t ions may rece ive federal money to par t i c ipa te in the ant i -poverty program. Is 
t h i s a v i o l a t i o n of the pr inc ip l e of separation of church and s ta te? 

10. Is the pr inc ip le of separation of church and s t a t e as pract iced in America a l so 
accepted in other democratic countries? 

V E V I C E S FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Stage a "Committee Hearing" on church and s t a t e r e l a t i o n s . Assuming the 
pr inc ip le of separation, the i s sues can be on p r a c t i c e s . Call witnesses or experts 
to t e s t i f y on current prac t i ces r e l a t i n g to church and s t a t e . After the evidence i s 
given, the group members proceed to discuss i t and t o propose so lut ions for the e f f e c -
t i v e pract ice of separation of church and s t a t e . 

2. Jewish day schools can be the subject of a debate with two members making 
b r i e f presentat ions of opposing points of view. 

3. Read "The Other Cheek," by Jay Kaplan (from Commentary) in The Golden Land, 
ed. by Azrie l Eisenberg. 

4 . Role-play a s i t u a t i o n in which a Jewish parent v i s i t s the pr inc ipa l o f the 
school h i s ch i ld attends t o complain about the s ing ing of Christmas carols in the 
classroom. 

5 . Stage a t r i a l of an a t h e i s t who re fuses to pay taxes because churches are 
tax exempt and, he c laims, h i s taxes are in e f f e c t used t o pay for government aid t o 
churches. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS, NEGROES AND JEWS 

Selections by Albert D. Chernin, Will Mas low, Arthur Hertzbergt 
Herbert Millman and Harold Arian. 

THE COMPELLING URGENCY of the c i v i l r ights s truggle has reached i n t o every phase 
of American l i f e . Whether they l iked i t or not , America's r e l i g i o u s communities could 
not be spectators . Nor can they now withdraw. Some may drag t h e i r f e e t but only at 
the r isk of paving the way for a more b i t t e r s truggle . . . 

Thus the Jewish community and i t s agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s , which played a 
pioneering role in c i v i l r i g h t s , w i l l f ind i t s e l f in the midst of the b a t t l e , whether 
i t l ikes i t or not . To pretend the Jewish community has a choice between p a r t i c i p a t -
ing or not i s an i l l u s i o n that i s exploded by what i s now happening in every major 
c i t y in the United S t a t e s . The question i s , as i t always has been, not whether but 
how we play a ro l e ; not whether but how Jewish agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s w i l l respond . . . 

The universal character of the s truggle need not pose a threat to Jewish par t i cu -
larism. The part icularism of Judaism i s the process for perpetuating the universa l 
truths t o which i t i s committed. Universal truths are by t h e i r very nature shared 
truths . The uniqueness o f the Jewish experience i s that the ent i re fabr ic of Jewish 
l i f e f o s t er s humanistic a t t i t u d e s . I t i s more than seeking out a c i t a t i o n in Levi t icus 
to sanction the e t h i c a l way of l i f e . I t i s the emotional response to the lamentations 
of the Kol Nidre; the f e l t r e c o l l e c t i o n of redemption during Passover; the hoot ing of 
Haman; the romanticizing of the Maccabees, and the six-hundred-and-one commands and 
nuances of Jewish l i f e that bui ld in to the very muscle f i b e r of Jews the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
and emotional commitments to universal humanistic va lues . 

The part icularism of Jews cannot be separated from i t s universal function without 
destroying both. They are mutually dependent; obverse s ides of the same co in . Com-
partmentalizing the individual in to the universal man and the p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c Jew 
would both destroy universal commitments and convert the prophetic ro le of Judaism 
in to tr iba l i sm. 

Many of us observed with pride the high proportion of Jewish students in Miss i s -
s ippi t h i s past summer, but we suspect t h e i r commitment to being Jewish i s weak. 
Ihey see themselves as the "universal man," regarding Judaism as i rre levant t o the 
real problems of the world. Yet, I am confident that i t was t h e i r Jewishness that 
brought them to Mis s i s s ipp i . Their motivation i s Jewish, but they don't know i t . The 
tragedy for Jewish survival — and I be l i eve for the world — i s that while uncon-
sc ious ly act ing out a Jewish e thos , they w i l l not be able to transmit i t to the future . 
I t w i l l be evaporated into an amorphous universal cloud that u l t imate ly w i l l d i s -
appear . . . 

In the face of the urgency of the c i v i l r igh t s revolut ion , the threatened l o s s 
to the Jewish community of Jewishly motivated youths, and the growing ambivalence and 
c o n f l i c t of Jews about c i v i l r ights goa l s , how can the agencies of the organized Jew-
i sh community stand aside from the c i v i l r ights s truggle and say i t i s a job only for 
Jews act ing in t h e i r individual capac i t i e s as American c i t i z e n s ? The urgent business 
of Jewish community re la t ions agencies , f or that matter a l l Jewish agencies , i s c i v i l 
r ights and Jewish surv iva l . They do not c o l l i d e ; on the contrary, they may be mutually 
re inforc ing . . . 

Ref lect ing the judgment of Jewish a t t i tudes on the previous pages , the major 
pr ior i ty of Jewish community re la t ions agencies must be given t o deal ing with the 
at t i tude of Jews toward the c i v i l r ights s t rugg le . We have long recognized the gap 
between agency pos i t i on and the a t t i tudes of the Jewish community, but c l o s i n g the gap 
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becomes more press ing as i s sues such as de fac to school segregation and housing i n t e -
gration touches the day-to-day l i v e s of Jews. The very nature of the i s sues requires 
the support of Jewish community re la t ions pos i t ions by the Jewish community i f such 
p o s i t i o n s are t o be meaningfully implemented. Some l imited programming focused on t h i s 
concern has been undertaken. We f ind i t r e f l e c t e d primarily in sermons and forum 
s e r i e s , but absent i s the f r e e r , franker and more intimate discuss ions of these i s sues 
which are taking place but taking place outs ide of agency auspices . . . 

Perhaps the problem r e f l e c t s the c l o i s t e r e d at t i tude of some agencies , a ten-
dency t o be in a community or neighborhood, but not of i t . the wal l s seem more than 
phys i ca l l y to separate the agency from the concerns of the community around i t . The 
f i e l d of Jewish community re la t ions a l so must share some of the blame for the absence 
of such s e n s i t i v i t y in other agencies; there fore , i t must accept greater r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
for the development of s e n s i t i v i t y by profess ional and lay leadership of communal s er -
v i c e agencies t o pressing c i v i l r ights i s sues as well as other community re la t ions 
i s s u e s . Through a more intimate and sustained process of mutual exchange and consul-
t a t i o n among Jewish community r e l a t i o n s agencies and other agencies in the communal 
s erv ice f i e l d , creat ive and valuable means can be developed for the most e f f e c t i v e and 
appropriate use of the Jewish community's resources in attacking the dual problem of 
poverty and discriminat ion. Jewish agencies , both in t h e i r lay and profess ional leader-
sh ip , have spec ia l s k i l l s , understanding and sophi s t i ca t ion which would be enormously 
he lp fu l in confronting the consequences of segregation . . . 

In the f i n a l analys is the ro le of a l l agencies , no matter what t h e i r funct ion, 
w i l l be determined by whether they r e a l l y want to do a job. The techniques, resources 
and funct ions are secondary. I f the commitment i s there , agencies w i l l not have to be 
t o l d what they must do; each w i l l def ine the meaningful contribution i t can make in 
terms of i t s funct ion, resources and purpose. Without a prior commitment, 10,000 rea-
sons for standing aside can be found, and, r e g r e t f u l l y and i r o n i c a l l y , the threat to 
Jewish purpose w i l l be used as one of the reasons. But the threat to the Jewish pur-
pose of agencies w i l l not come from t h e i r involvement in c i v i l r i g h t s ; as in c i v i l 
r i g h t s , the Jewish purpose w i l l be f u l f i l l e d only i f the commitment to such a purpose 
e x i s t s . In the end these dual commitments can nourish each other. 

ALBERT D. CHERNIN 

WHAT ROLE SHOULD THE ORGANIZED JEWISH COMMUNITY play in t h i s vast uprising? That 
the grievances of the Negro demonstrators are real goes without saying. That the el im-
inat ion of these grievances i s long overdue i s equally true . The Jewish community, 
s e n s i t i z e d to the problems of prejudice and discrimination, w i l l , of course, be sym-
pathe t i c to the f u l f i l l m e n t of Negro hopes and asp irat ions . But more i s demanded of 
i t now. To what extent s h a l l i t par t i c ipa te in th i s e f f o r t to end second-class c i t i z e n -
ship f o r Negroes? 

As t h i s statement i s wr i t ten , i t i s e s s e n t i a l that organized Jewry do a l l i t can 
to help in the enactment of a comprehensive, e f f e c t i v e network of federal laws in the 
four main problem areas: disenfranchisement, school segregation and educational re-
tardat ion, job discrimination and vocational t ra in ing , and ghetto housing in slums. 
Equal i ty , however, w i l l not be achieved merely by the e l imination of discriminat ion. 
Programs w i l l have to be devised to undo decades of deprivation so that the Negro w i l l 
be able to take advantage of the new opportunit ies that may be created. These problems 
are not and cannot remain merely Negro problems. They are problems of a s ick soc i e ty 
of concern to a l l Americans and par t i cu lar ly to American Jewry. 

A f a i l u r e to supply t h i s sorely-needed l e g i s l a t i v e r e l i e f w i l l embitter one-tenth 
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of our population, undermine those Negro leaders who seek to focus Negro resentment 
upon construct ive goa l s , s h i f t the b a t t l e from l e g i s l a t i v e h a l l s t o the s t r e e t s and 
play in the hand of r a c i s t movements l i k e the Black Muslims. 

Our Jewish human r e l a t i o n s organizations must therefore give high p r i o r i t y t o the 
federal c i v i l l e g i s l a t i v e program, educate t h e i r const i tuents to i t s overriding impor-
tance and then mobilize them in the e f f o r t to convince our Senators and Representatives 
that c i v i l r igh t s i s our most press ing domestic i s s u e . 

In t h i s enterprise the Jewish community need not act a lone. An e f f e c t i v e coor** 
dinating device already e x i s t s . The leadership Conference on Civ i l Rights , a federa-
t ion of some s i x t y odd nat ional organizat ions , has strong representat ion from the 
Negro community, organized labor, the Protestant Churches and nat ional Jewish agencies . 
American Jewry i s represented in the leadership of the Match on Washington movement 
through the person of Dr. Joachim Prinz. 

But the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the Jewish community w i l l not be f u l f i l l e d merely by 
supporting Federal l e g i s l a t i o n . A var ie ty of other tasks await i t . In c i t y a f t e r 
c i t y , united c i v i l r ights committees led by Negro groups but with white p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
have been organized to waken the conscience of America to the press ing grievances o f 
Negroes, Puerto Ricans and Latin Americans against school boards, bui ld ing trades ' 
unions and large employers. In a few of these c i t i e s , some Jewish organizat ions are 
a f f i l i a t e d with these movements. In most others , organized Jewry holds back, d i s -
t r u s t f u l of the new t a c t i c s of mass p icket ing and concerned about some of the new 
demands for "quota" systems or p r e f e r e n t i a l treatment. But i f organized Jewry keeps 
a l o o f , i t w i l l lose whatever moderating inf luence i t might have to help bring about 
construct ive s o l u t i o n s . I t must f ind means of a s s i s t i n g these loca l dr ives . I t 
can do so in a var i e ty of ways: jo in ing in orderly demonstrations, doing the essen-
t i a l f a c t - f i n d i n g , providing l ega l s k i l l s , us ing i t s in f luence with those who operate 
the power levers of our s o c i e t y , interceding with f r i e n d l y employers or landlords and, 
in general , o f f e r i n g counsel without d i c t a t i o n . 

Hie record of Jewish communal i n s t i t u t i o n s as far as r a c i a l discriminat ion i s 
concerned i s a good one. But we can and should do more. The Jewish Community Rela-
t ions Council of Greater Philadelphia has prepared an admirable l i s t o f suggest ions 
for Jewish organizat ions , recommending tha t : 

1. They take pains to ensure that t h e i r construction and other contracts 
are performed without r a c i a l d iscr iminat ion. 

2. Their publ ic funct ions should be held only in p laces that do not d i s -
criminate on rac ia l grounds. 

3. Their investment funds should be deposited only with banks that w i l l 
agree not to discr iminate . 

4. Their own employment p o l i c i e s should be f ree from r a c i a l or e thnic b i a s 
except where the nature of the p o s i t i o n requires that i t be f i l l e d by a 
Jew. 

5 . The admission and intake p o l i c i e s of communal i n s t i t u t i o n s serving the pub-
l i e should be f ree from even the suspic ion o f b i a s . 

WILL MASLOW 
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IT REQUIRES NO GREAT MORAL COURAGE t o a s ser t , and even t o mean, that every Amer-
ican who lays claim to personal decency must be involved in the struggle for the equal-
i t y of the Negro . . . 

On the sur face , therefore , the question of Negro-Jewish r e l a t i o n s , and of the res -
p o n s i b i l i t y of the organized Jewish community towards the Negro s trugg le , would seem 
to be very simple. The moral pos i t ion i s c l e a r : segregation i s immoral and abhorrent 
to Judaism. I t i s prejudice against a minority, and Jews have a c l e a r , and even a 
s e l f - s e r v i n g , i n t e r e s t in eradicat ing any such prejudice in whatever form i t may mani-
f e s t i t s e l f . What fo l lows from these p r i n c i p l e s , in the minds of many Jews, i s , there-
f o r e , that the present task o f the Jewish community i s t o devote i t s major at tent ion 
to the problem of segregat ion. In terna l ly , i t must make absolutely sure that not a 
s i n g l e Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n pract ices any form of segregation, e i ther in i t s h i r ing 
p o l i c i e s or in the a v a i l a b i l i t y of i t s s erv i ce s and programs to people of a l l creeds 
and races . The mandate of t h i s generation, in the l i g h t of the acuteness of the 
problem of race in American s o c i e t y , i s f or Jews to be in the forefront in the so lu-
t ion of the problem. 

The pos i t i on has many v i r t u e s . I t i s c l ear -cut ; i t i s contemporary because i t 
ranges Jews on the moral s ide of the most important domestic barricade; and i t i s cer-
t a i n l y correct as a statement of what Jews ought to think in re la t ion to the moral 
i s s u e s . Nonetheless , i t i s only a p a r t i a l truth . . . 

Our p o l i c y in t h i s generation towards the Negro struggle bears re la t ion t o how 
Jewish i d e n t i t y was defined in the most immediate previous generations, when 
prejudice was more d i r e c t l y our personal enemy. Even then, the question was asked 
repeatedly: Are the Jews in ex i s tence today e s s e n t i a l l y as an assoc iat ion of those 
opposed t o prejudice , i . e . , to begin with, anti-Semitism? Is t h i s the pr inc ip le of 
unity? 

This not ion , too , that Jewish i d e n t i t y in the modern age, in i t s lowest common 
denominator, i s created by the fac t that a l l Jews share in the woe of being a minority, 
i s in i t s e l f appealing as an ana lyt ic concept . . . 

Al l Jews are indeed concerned with hatred directed against them and they must 
act i n t e l l i g e n t l y t o lessen i t . Everyone i s involved in the t rava i l of the Negro. 
My present concern i s , a n a l y t i c a l l y , to understand the premises and assumptions on 
the bases of which such a program i s being urged on the Jewish community as i t s major 
bus iness , and the uses within Jewish communal thinking and f e e l i n g t o which t h i s no-
t i o n i s being put. The examination of the premises may perhaps show that t h i s , too, 
i s an ideology, a school of thought which i s too simple-minded in i t s analys is of both 
the Jewish and human s i t u a t i o n , and that i t i s much too narrow as a program for 
ac t ion . I t i s a way of attempting to f i l l the void l e f t by the evaporation of pos i -
t i v e Jewish content within Jewry . . . 

We are now at the nub of the i s sue — Is the primary purpose of the Jewish com-
munity to help i t s e l f disappear, or i s i t t o help i t s e l f survive? What i s the meaning 
of that survival? 

I t i s easy t o opt for Jewish survival in the name of some s p e c i f i c ideology. Such 
Jewish p o s i t i o n s in the modern age have usual ly been a form of e i t h e r r e l i g i o n or 
nat ional ism. As we have seen, a l l these schools of thought s u f f e r from being fac -
t i o n s , and none of them can be presented to a substant ia l majority of Jews as t h e i r 
contemporary raison d'etre. There i s , nonetheless , an underlying substratum of a f f i r -
mation which i s indeed a lowest common denominator on which the bulk of the Jewish 
community can and does stand . . . 
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There i s further convict ion that the apartness of the Jewish community, as a 
s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n , should continue to be maintained . . . 

I t cannot be emphasized s trongly enough that the mass of those who are assoc ia ted 
in any rea l sense with continuing the enterprise o f a Jewish community are as widely 
committed to Jewish education and to some amount of conscious s e l f - g h e t t o i z a t i o n as 
they are to charity and t o the b a t t l e against prejudice . The vas t majority of Jews, 
who are ne i ther a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t s nor in the Williamsburg ghetto by choice , r e f l e c t 
a l l . . . concerns. 

What, then, i s the d i f ference? I t i s in the f a c t that Jewish education and the 
s o c i a l community of Jews are factors of apartness and the concern about them commands 
that for such purposes the Jew abstract himself from h i s neighbors and remind h imse l f 
of h i s p a s t . The other two concerns act to involve the Jew in h i s neighbors and, at 
l e a s t by impl icat ion, they help throw o f f the burden of h i s pas t . This second stance 
i s the high-road t o ass imi la t ion; the meaning o f the f i r s t i s t o erect the barricade 
against i t . . . 

In the l i g h t of what has been sa id already about contemporary Jewish a t t i t u d e s , 
there i s , therefore , a cruc ia l d i f f erence between the Jewish and the Negro communities. 
The contemporary Negro, in a l l h i s v a r i e t i e s , i s i n t e r e s t e d in the whole complex o f 
a c t i v i t i e s which, in Jewish context , have created the ongoing b a t t l e s against b igotry 
and the e f f o r t f or philanthropy. Every Negro, from the most conservative t o the most 
rad ica l , cares that the excess of human misery which i s to be found in h i s community 
be lessened, by every e f f e c t i v e means, from philanthropy t o p o l i t i c a l ac t ion , and 
that i t u l t imate ly should vanish. There cannot be a s i n g l e Negro in America who i s 
uninvolved, at l e a s t in h i s heart , in the b a t t l e against prejudice , which i s s tunt ing 
so many mi l l ions of Negro l i v e s . To be sure, there are f r inge groups l i k e the Black 
Muslims whose program in response to these problems i s not the e f f o r t t o in tegrate 
the Negro in to American s o c i e t y , but rather to separate him further from i t . None-
the l e s s , i t cannot be doubted that , even more than among the Jews, the pervading view 
among the Negroes i s that they must f i g h t t h e i r way in to American s o c i e t y . 

The crucial d i f f erence between these two groups i s on the i s sue of t h e i r p a r t i -
cularisms. There i s some and perhaps even a growing amount of f e e l i n g in Negro c i r c l e s 
that there i s a p o s i t i v e and d i s t i n c t i v e Negro cu l ture , and that i t i s a necessary 
function of the Negro community t o f o s t e r i t . This i s as ye t not the dominant view. 
The t o t a l stance of the Negro community i s in the other d i r e c t i o n , towards the a s ser -
t ion that the Negro has no culture other than the general American one, and that what-
ever pertains s p e c i f i c a l l y to him as a Negro w i l l and should disappear in some future 
generation which w i l l be co lor -b l ind . Certainly, there i s no r e l i g i o u s or cu l tura l 
argument within the Negro community against intermarriage. We are, there fore , in 
Negro-Jewish r e l a t i o n s , confronted by two communities which share some purposes but 
diverge on others . 

I t i s not even true that the Jewish and the Negro i n t e r e s t in b igotry and in hu-
man misery are completely i d e n t i c a l . In the face of the misery of the Negro masses, 
the Jew does not s i t bes ide him as a f e l low s u f f e r e r . He i s , on the contrary, today 
economically part of the wealthier elements of white America. Regardless o f how Jews 
may f e e l , on s p i r i t u a l or ideo log i ca l grounds, the f a c t s are that from the Negro per-
spect ive the slogan "I want what you've got" includes the Jew as one of the "haves." 
Indeed, i t very of ten means the Jew in the f i r s t ins tance , because the neighborhoods 
and even the economic p o s i t i o n s to which Negroes aspire have o f t en l a s t been occupied 
by Jews. 

For that matter, both the prejudice of the Jew which b a t t l e s against the Negro 
advance and h i s l iberal i sm which as soc ia te s him in the e f f o r t to aid i t , are forms 
through which the Jew e f f e c t s for himself further entry i n t o the white majori ty . In 
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the satanic complexity of human a f f a i r s , the southern Jew who i s conservative on 
race i s today more use fu l to the white leadership than ever before . Certainly one by-
product of o f f i c i a l Jewish support for the Negro cause has been to create among Jews 
involved in the s truggle a greater sense of i d e n t i t y of Christian re l i g ious and c i v i c 
c i r c l e s . From the perspect ive of one observer, the Jew acts more nearly as part of 
the white majority today because the Negro problem i s act ing to cement him within i t , 
and Jews are not unaware of how very much more "American" they are therefore becoming. 

On the other hand, the Jewish-Negro encounter today, in the arena of hard economic 
r e a l i t i e s , i s evoking an amount of s truggle and tension which i s beyond the general 
tens ions that e x i s t between Negroes and whi tes . There i s undoubtedly a percept ib le 
amount of s p e c i f i c a l l y Negro anti-Semitism. Whatever i t s economic causes, i t s e x i s -
tence owes something to a f a c t o r that i s seldom discussed. Through anti-Semitism, 
which i s so much the underside of the Western cultural t rad i t ion as a whole, some 
Negroes can, at l e a s t on t h i s l e v e l , a s soc ia te themselves with the majority in i t s 
immemorial hatred of the Jew. 

In sum, the Negro i s deprived but i s by common consent cu l tura l ly an ins ider in 
our s o c i e t y ; the Jew i s not deprived, but more than something remains of h i s being out-
s ide the mainstream of Western s o c i e t y and culture — and some of that apartness he 
continues to w i l l and t o want to preserve. 

What then can be the nature of Negro-Jewish re la t ions today? 

In the f i r s t p lace , the Jewish community must, of course, lend i t s weight to 
every area of the b a t t l e f or Negro r ights and to every aspect of the concern for Negro 
misery. There can be no doubt that a l l Jewish philanthropic agencies , such as hos-
p i t a l s and casework agencies , are obl iged to serve a l l people, without d i s t i n c t i o n . 

Secondly, the Jewish community has a duty to regard Negro leadership as account-
able f o r any anti-Semitism that preva i l s within that community. Our awareness of the 
enormous pools of deprivation which feed i t i s no argument for excusing i t . I t i s 
not a t a l l s e l f - e v i d e n t that the Negro in America today i s corporately worse o f f than 
the peasants and workers of Czarist Russia. I t i s demonstrable that the Jewish pet ty 
bourgeois ie of that time and p lace , because of the i r own unfortunate s i t u a t i o n , were 
much more d i r e c t l y hurtful to the poorest elements in Western Russia than Jews are t o 
Negroes in the Harlems of today's America. Anti-Semitism i s no more forgivable in 
America in 1964 than in Russia in 1881. 

In the th ird p lace , the Jewish community has an obl igat ion to f ind areas of as-
soc ia t ion for Jews, which by t h e i r very nature are p a r t i c u l a r i s t . Those i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and organizat ions , such as community centers and summer camps, which are intended to 
serve the purpose of providing Jewish s o c i a l and cul tural t i e s of the broadest kind, 
should continue t o do so and should for thr ight ly emphasize the Jewish nature of t h e i r 
program. We should not permit a cycle of evaporation of t h e i r content, which proceeds 
from non-sectarian program to non-sectarian membership to the t o t a l evaporation of Jew-
i sh s p e c i f i c n e s s , so that these i n s t i t u t i o n s then become neighborhood centers or 
camps, financed by Jews for everybody. There are indeed such needs in the community, 
and Jews ought to par t i c ipa te in them handsomely, but they should do so together with 
other people in t ru ly non-sectarian and integrated i n s t i t u t i o n s . This should not be 
done in the name of democratic p la t i tudes whose e f f e c t i s to dismantle s p e c i f i c a l l y 
Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s . A corol lary of t h i s emphasis i s the notion that i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
the kind in question cannot be "Jewish" simply by closed membership; they must pay far 
greater a t tent ion to the Jewish nature of t h e i r program. 

In the fourth p lace , I be l i eve that the day of the Jewish-financed organization 
representing the Jewish community in the c i v i l r ights f i e l d , despite a l l the seeming 
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verve of the moment, i s soon to come t o an end. Many Jews with primary commitments 
in the f i e l d of c i v i l r ights have gone and are going outs ide the s tructure of the 
Jewish community in to general organizat ions . Our major Jewish organizat ions , which 
have present ly taken up t h i s b a t t l e as almost t h e i r s o l e contemporary reason f o r 
being, are engaged in committing t h e i r own i n s t i t u t i o n a l s u i c i d e . Those who w i l l be 
converted by them to t h i s point of view w i l l inev i tab ly soon leave them. Therefore, 
we owe an obl igat ion to say to ourselves and the Negro community t h a t , from Negro 
perspect ive , c i v i l r ights i s indeed the problem; for Jews, from t h e i r own perspec-
t i v e , i t i s one of several problems. I t c er ta in ly does not outrank for them the 
question of t h e i r own s p i r i t u a l and cul tural survival in America, or t h e i r concern 
for the r e s t of world Jewry. Those Jews who do not assent in general t o such a sense 
of balance are in various stages of leaving the Jewish community. They are perhaps 
bet ter individual a l l i e s for the Negro, but, no matter how prominent they may be in 
Jewish a f f a i r s at the moment, such Jews are, as Jews, e s s e n t i a l l y marginal. 

In the f i f t h p lace , there w i l l inev i tab ly have to be a d i v i s i o n of labor among 
the i n s t i t u t i o n s which are present ly financed by the Jewish community. Those which 
choose to involve the Jew as an individual c i t i z e n in a c t i v i t i e s l i k e non-sectarian 
philanthropy and the p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l r ights arena, w i l l have to transform them-
se lves i n t o avowedly public i n s t i t u t i o n s , to be d irected and financed by a broad spec-
trum taken from the American people. There i s no reason why some o f our present Jew-
i sh agencies should not appoint white and Negro Christ ians to t h e i r Boards and appeal 
to such c i r c l e s for f inanc ia l support. In the negat ive sense , t h i s would maan the 
end of any shadow of an unspoken presumption that these agencies have some s p e c i f i c 
"Jewish" purpose which can be imagined as a kind of lowest common denominator, Jewish 
survivalism. From a d i f f e r e n t perspect ive , i t seems to me t o be morally wrong to con-
duct an agency that i s i n t e r - r a c i a l and non-sectarian in i t s s t a f f and c l i e n t e l e 
and i n s i s t in e f f e c t that i t s Board be Jewish. There i s something of the Lady Bounti-
fu l in t h i s approach. Both Jewish and non-sectarian imperatives would d i c t a t e the 
end of such anomalies. 

In the s i x th p lace , those agencies which remain in the s p e c i f i c a l l y Jewish f i e l d 
w i l l owe two kinds of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t w i l l be t h e i r ob l igat ion to transform t h e i r 
program, in the areas of culture and education, so that they are conscious ly and 
c lear ly calculated t o increase Jewish knowledge and commitment. Part of t h e i r task 
in character-training w i l l be, of course, to produce for s o c i e t y as a whole the kind 
of people who are motivated, from Jewish sources, t o band together with others in 
the general s truggle for a b e t t e r and more j u s t s o c i e t y . Like every other t r a d i t i o n , 
i t i s incumbent upon those who speak as Jews t o be good c i t i z e n s . I must, however, 
again repeat the caution that that i s but one aspect of Jewish i d e n t i t y and not the 
whole of i t . 

The Negro i s today f i g h t i n g for h i s r i g h t s , and Jews, along with a l l other men 
of good w i l l , must cer ta in ly stand beside him. But Jews are today a l so continuing to 
work at preserving and trying to def ine the meaning of t h e i r par t i cu lar survival and 
i d e n t i t y , in the l i g h t of the i r own tradi t ion and h i s t o r i c experience. Since t h i s i s 
a parochial concern of t h e i r own, they must here stand alone. 

Our age does not l i k e aloneness; i t seems to prefer togetherness on every l e v e l . 
But any ser ious Jewishness must l i v e in tension between that which un i te s i t with 
others even in the most moral of s truggles and that which s e t s i t uniquely apart. 

ARTHUR KERTZBERG 

THE COMMITMENT TO THE TASK OF STRENGTHENING JEWISH GROUP LIFE has never been 
stronger than i t i s today. All of the evidence i s that t h i s i s an area of growing 
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i n t e r e s t f o r organized Jewish l i f e and w i l l continue to be so . 

I t i s , there fore , in the context of the admonition enunciated by H i 1 l e i , "Do not 
separate t h y s e l f from thy community," that boards and s t a f f s of Jewish Community Cen-
t e r s seek to give s i g n i f i c a n t expression to the value enunciated in the Book of Levi-
t i c u s , "Love thy neighbor as t h y s e l f . " . . . 

Although the variance of experience was wide, the group part ic ipants at a spec ia l 
JWB conference sought to i d e n t i f y guiding pr inc ip le s which a l l Centers could fol low 
in determining or reexamining t h e i r membership and part ic ipat ion p o l i c i e s or prac t i ce s . 
As reconstructed by t h i s wr i ter , the fo l lowing emerged: 

1. In s e t t i n g p o l i c i e s in regard t o membership and/or par t i c ipa t ion , the three 
b a s i c c r i t e r i a t o be met are these — 

a. The p o l i c y must be within the context of the d e f i n i t i o n of the Jewish 
Community Center as an instrument of the Jewish community es tabl i shed to 
preserve and enhance Jewish community l i f e in the country. 

b . Hie dec i s ion regarding opening membership and/or part i c ipat ion to non-
Jews should enrich and not d i lu te t h i s Jewish group purpose. 

c . Membership must be interpreted and accepted as more than the purchase 
of s e r v i c e , or even more than becoming a c l i e n t of the agency. I t must 
be recognized as acceptance of the Jewish commitments of the Center. 

This need not be the case in regard to part ic ipat ion on a non-membership 
b a s i s . 

2 . P o l i c i e s e s tab l i shed in regard t o membership and/or par t i c ipat ion by non-
Jews s h a l l apply i d e n t i c a l l y to a l l non-Jews, regardless of race . In other 
words, there s h a l l not be one po l i cy for white non-Jews and a d i f f e r e n t one for 
non-Jews of another race. 

3. The matter of opening membership and/or part i c ipat ion to non-Jews must be 
viewed in the perspect ive of a l l of the things which the Center can do through 
i t s program, employment and business p r a c t i c e s , i t s publ ic a f f a i r s ro le and i t s 
community re la t ionsh ips t o aid the cause of c i v i l r ights . . . 

The consensus of the group par t i c ipa t ing in a conference on The Jewish Community 
Center and C i v i l Rights was that "there can be no a l ternat ive" to supporting the ob-
j e c t i v e of equal opportunity. Granted the d i f ference in conditions for reasons of 
l o c a t i o n , s i z e or community dynamics, the goal i s a common one — t o assure every in -
dividual and group of t h i s country the r ight t o achieve f u l l equal i ty of opportunity 
and protect ion against discriminat ion. In these days, the s p i r i t of the Jewish proph-
e t s of old must be given l i v i n g expression through the i n s t i t u t i o n s of the Jewish com-
munity. In purpose and deed, the Jewish Community Center must help the Jewish people 
t o express the s o c i a l conscience which i s t h e i r her i tage . 

Jewish Community Center purposes provide the mandate. Even more, the present 
c i v i l r i g h t s e f f o r t by the Negroes of America provides a new stimulus t o Center pur-
poses which we must t rans la te i n t o program. 

HERBERT MILLMAN 
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THREE ASPECTS OF JEWISH COJMJNITY CENTER PHILOSOPHY converge t o underpin Jewish 
Community Centers' ac t ive part i c ipat ion in the race revo lut ion . The f i r s t aspect i s 
the primacy of the Center's Jewish purposes. Hie Center i s committed t o enriching the 
Jewish experience of i t s members and to serving a c t i v e l y t o further Jewish l i f e . I t 
i s part of the t r a d i t i o n , teaching and experience of the Jewish people t o have great 
concern for s o c i a l j u s t i c e , f or the person in need, f or the downtrodden minority. I t 
i s a matter of s e l f - i n t e r e s t for Jews as a minority group, and a l so part of the l i b -
eral t rad i t ion of Jews, t o be in the forefront of the f i g h t on behalf of minority 
groups. Second, i t i s in the American l ibera l t r a d i t i o n that the Center, as an in-
stitution concerned with the enrichment of the democratic experience of •its members, 
should be an ac t ive part ic ipant in our s o c i e t y ' s e f f o r t s to create equal opportunity 
for the Negro. Third, i t i s in keeping with the t rad i t i on of the Center, as a social 
work institution, t o work for s o c i a l betterment and t o a s s i s t in improving the s i t u a -
t ion of the Negro . . . 

No i s sue has more c l ear ly ca l l ed for c l a r i t y of i n s t i t u t i o n a l purpose than the 
present c i v i l r ights movement and race revo lut ion . The sharpest i s s u e posed i s whether 
Jewish survival and an integrated s o c i e t y , with equal opportunity for the Negro, need 
be in c o n f l i c t . As some people interpreted Rabbi Hertzberg, i t would appear that these 
are two separate and polarized pos i t i ons and that we must choose one or the other. 
Most people w i l l agree, however, that t h i s i s not an e i t h e r - o r choice . I t i s f u l l y 
poss ib le to encompass primary concern for the Jewish purposes of the Jewish Community 
Center and a publ ic a f f a i r s r o l e , which gives the Center a v i t a l part in he lp ing i t s 
members t o r e l a t e to the c i v i l r ights s t rugg le . 

I t i s true that i f a Jewish Community Center does not focus on i t s Jewish pur-
poses as the keystone of i t s operations, and i f i t s concerns are primarily for general 
community i s sues and for providing non-sectarian p a r t i c i p a t i o n , i t cannot appropriately 
be meeting the needs of the Jewish community while i t par t i c ipa te s in the c i v i l r igh t s 
s truggle . 

This, however, i s not the course pursued by most Jewish Community Centers and Ys. 
We are at that point in the h i s tory of the Center movement where there has been very 
substant ia l af f irmation and a great deal of programming r e f l e c t i n g the primacy of the 
Jewish purposes of the agency. The focus o f profes s iona l d i scuss ions , the concern of 
lay leadership, the consultat ion serv ices of the National Jewish Welfare Board and the 
plans for tra in ing of profess iona l s t a f f have a l l been focusing on how t o improve and 
enrich the Jewish dimensions of the Center's program . . . 

I t i s t h i s w r i t e r ' s view that where concerned parents know from t h e i r own expe-
rience that the Center has v i t a l concern for the preservation and enrichment of Jewish 
l i f e , they can come to that Center with a sense of comfort to d iscuss those aspects 
of the Negro revolut ion that may trouble them or that may seem to threaten t h e i r 
neighborhoods, schools or the assoc ia t ions of t h e i r chi ldren. The board and s t a f f who 
have been cons i s t ent ly guiding the Center t o deal with v i t a l Jewish experiences can 
themselves more comfortably tackle the more controvers ia l aspects of race r e l a t i o n s . 
The i n s t i t u t i o n that i s carrying out i t s v i t a l Jewish purposes in many ways need not 
h e s i t a t e t o help i t s members to deal with matters of concern to a l l Americans, be they 
the problems of race, of poverty, the use of publ ic funds — a l l r e la t ed i s s u e s , which 
give us pause t o wonder whether our Jewish purposes and serv ice s w i l l be a f f e c t e d when 
we become involved. 

Unless the Jewish Community Center and other Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s , inc luding Jew-
ish education, can deal e f f e c t i v e l y with i s sues such as equal opportunity for the Negro 
as part of the Jewish experience of the people they serve , they are abrogating t h e i r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and they thus encourage non-sectarian i n s t i t u t i o n s and other non-Jewish 
organizations serving as the veh ic l e s through which Jewish youth and adults i d e n t i f y 
themselves with v i t a l concerns in the present American experience. 
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I t i s c l ear from the above that part i c ipat ion in the Negro revolut ion, c i v i l 
r ights and equal opportunity can be an integra l part of the Jewish Community Center's 
carrying out i t s primary Jewish purposes. I f the Center i s f u l f i l l i n g these Jewish 
purposes, there i s no problem about i t s part ic ipat ion in c i v i l r ights or in any other 
publ ic i s s u e s . I f i t i s not f u l f i l l i n g i t s Jewish purposes, then any other general 
i s sue w i l l seem to be d ivert ing i t from i t s goal of serv ice to the Jewish community. 

HAROLD ARIAN 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G VISCUSSION 

1. What viewpoint on c i v i l r ights r e s u l t s from an appl icat ion of the bas ic values 
of the Jewish heritage? 

2. Wherein are the problems of the Negroes and the Jews as minority groups s imilar? 
What are the d i f ferences? Has the Negro replaced the Jew as the "scapegoat" in 
America? 

3. Does a Jew l i v i n g in the South have a greater r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in h i s a t t i tudes 
towards the Negroes than a Northern Jew? 

4. Are l i b e r a l Jews in the North only theore t i ca l b e l i e v e r s in c i v i l r ights or do 
they pract i ce what they preach? 

5. Should Jews be in the vanguard of the struggle for c i v i l r ights? Should Jews 
go out of t h e i r way to show t h e i r l i b e r a l i t y towards Negroes as a compensation 
for what they have suffered? Should employers give some preference to Negroes in 
h ir ing personnel? 

6. Have the Jews who know wel l the s u f f e r i n g of a minority done enough to help the 
Negroes achieve equal r ights? 

7. In the b a t t l e for c i v i l r ights are there d i s t i n c t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s that we have 
as Jews and as Americans? 

8. What are the reasons for Negro anti-Semitism? Are they j u s t i f i e d ? 

9. Is i t proper for Jewish Community Centers and synagogues to take stands and act 
on purely c i v i c i s sues or should they remain neutral? 

10. What ro le are the Jewish defense agencies playing in the Negroes' b a t t l e for f u l l 
r ights? Is t h i s a proper ro le for them? 

11. Do Jewish agencies which receive funds from community chests have an obl igat ion 
to open t h e i r doors to a l l ? I f so , what happens to the Jewish purposes of the 
agencies? 

12. How can and should Jewish Community Centers part i c ipate in the race revolution? 

13. How can and should Jewish Community Centers help t h e i r members to deal with t h e i r 
a t t i tudes and behavior toward Negroes? 

14. How w i l l involvement in the c i v i l r ights struggle a f f e c t the primary Jewish pur-
poses and serv ice s of Centers? 

15. Should the Center sponsor i n t e r - r a c i a l s o c i a l events for teenagers? 
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DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1* Role-play a scene of a group of Jewish tenants , gathered in the lobby of 
t h e i r apartment house, d iscuss ing the Negro family that j u s t moved in to t h e i r bu i ld ing . 

2. Stage an informal debate between two members of the group on the t o p i c , 
"Should Jews assume leadership ro l e s in the segregation struggle?" 

3. List on a blackboard a l l the d i f f e r e n t problems involved in "The Jews, C iv i l 
Rights and Negro Integrat ion ." Let the group arrive at a consensus o f those i s s u e s 
i t considers most important, and def ine and d i scuss them. 

4. "An American Ballad," the drama of Rabbi Henry Cohen, the Texas rabbi who 
fought f o r j u s t i c e f o r a l l , i s avai lable as an Eternal Light t e l e v i s i o n s c r i p t (T-35, 
May 15, 1955), from Department of Radio and Te lev i s ion , Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America; and as a kinescope from the National Academy for Adult Jewish Studies of the 
United Synagogue of America. 

5. The use of a f i l m or a f i l m s t r i p w i l l help to dramatize the i s s u e s . Among 
those recommended are: "Call f or the Question: The synagogue in the Community," a 
53-frame f i l m s t r i p portraying the ro le of the synagogue in s o c i a l ac t ion , produced 
and d i s tr ibuted by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations; "Heritage," a 9-minute 
color f i l m showing the importance of r e l i g i o n , law and government in the protect ion 
of c i v i l r i g h t s , d i s tr ibuted by the Anti-Defamation League. 

6. The leader might open the discuss ion by presenting a "newscast" in which he 
reports on some current happenings in the f i e l d of c i v i l r i g h t s . A "newscast" can 
a l so be staged by involv ing several members, in addition t o the loca l reporter , who, 
serving as correspondents in Washington and abroad, report the react ions in the na-
t i o n ' s cap i ta l and in major foreign c i t i e s , such as London, Moscow and Paris . 

7. Role-play a scene in which a parent telephones the Center d i rec tor t o com-
pla in about the presence of Negroes at a teenage dance. 

SUGGESTED READING 

(For a descr ipt ion o f the books l i s t e d , see bibliography in appendix.) 

Cohen, Seymour J . , The Negro-Jewish Dialogue. 

Fleischman, Harry, The Civil Rights Story. 

Gordis, Robert, Raoe and the Religious Tradition. 

Konvitz, Milton R., A Century of Civil Rights. 

Major Issues Facing Jewish Communities. 

Millman, Herbert, The Jewish Community Center and Civil Rights. 

Shapiro, Manheim S . , The Negro Revolution -- and Jews. 

Vorspan, Albert , "Jews and Socia l J u s t i c e , " pp. 116-128, Meet the American Jew, ed. 
by Belden Menkus. 

Vorspan, Albert and Lipman, Eugene, Justice and Judaism. 

Papers and Proceedings of a Conference on Negro-Jewish Relations in the United States. 
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THE STATE OF JEWISH EDUCATION 

Selections by ־Philip M. Klutznickt Oscar I . Janowskyt Maurice B. 
Hextert William B. Goldfarbt David de Sola Pool, and Isaac Toubin, 

WE HAVE SOME REVEALING INFORMATION about the present s t a t e of Jewish education. 
This comes from the seven-year study, "Report on Jewish Education in the United S ta te s ," 
prepared by Dr. Alexander M. Dushkin and Dr. Uriah Z. Engelman, that included a sur-
vey of t h i r t y - t h r e e major American Jewish communities. This quarter -o f -a -mi l l ion-
do l lar study summed up i t s f indings in the c l a s s i c phrase of Mark Twain: American 
Jewish education " i s a mile wide and an inch deep." One conclusion of the report, as 
given by Dr. Dushkin, i s that in s p i t e of the remarkable achievement of American Jewry 
in meeting many o f the extraordinary and h i s t o r i c challenges to t h i s generation of 
Jews, "the condit ions preva i l ing in American Jewish education have of ten made for a 
Jewish shallowness and know-nothingism." 

We now spend some s i x t y mi l l ion dol lars a year on elementary and secondary Jewish 
school ing . This i s an increase of 230 per cent over 1947 c o s t s . However, the or-
ganized communities provide only some 8 per cent of t h i s money. Half of the t o t a l 
funds comes from the parents themselves. The r e s t i s raised by the congregations 
which sponsor the schools . The Jewish community has not put Jewish education on the 
same wide, pub l i c ly supported b a s i s as i t has i t s overseas i n s t i t u t i o n s , i t s c i v i c 
defense organizat ions , and i t s communal i n t e r e s t s such as i t s hosp i ta l s and i t s s o c i a l 
s e r v i c e s . I t appears that nine of every ten Jewish youngsters are, at some time in 
t h e i r pre- teen years , enrol led in some kind of formal Jewish school ing. But the dura-
t i o n of t h e i r school ing i s so b r i e f — an average of three t o four years — that , at 
b e s t , only one-half of the group i s enrol led at any one time. This i s s t i l l a s i z e -
able number, estimated to be nearly 555,000, an increase in enrollment of more than 
130 per cent in a decade. The more reveal ing s t a t i s t i c , however, i s that only some 
10 per cent o f the students are g e t t i n g a reasonably thorough education. Ninety per 
cent have a smattering of Jewish knowledge transmitted to them, with h a l f of that num-
ber r e s t r i c t e d t o courses only during Sunday school s e s s i o n s . Many schools have under 
one hundred p u p i l s , with poor housing, inadequate f a c i l i t i e s and meagerly trained 
teachers . Indeed, one teacher out of ten in the Sunday schools has himself had no 
formal Jewish school ing. Small and poorly f inanced, these congregational schools can-
not meet the most modestly decent standards of pedagogical s k i l l and of school manage-
ment and administration. 

Furthermore, the tra in ing i s , for the most part , remote from the inf luence of 
home and parent . Indeed, most parents t rea t the school process as a v icarious atone-
ment, not too deeply f e l t , for t h e i r own a l i enat ion from Jewishness. The study reveals 
that one parent out of four of those who readi ly pay for t h e i r ch i ldren's r e l i g i o u s 
t ra in ing cannot name a s i n g l e subject in the educational curricula . 

There i s , as a r e s u l t , both a quant i ta t ive and a qua l i ta t i ve weakness which shows 
up most sharply in the f a i l u r e of most Jewish children to pursue t h e i r Jewish school-
ing beyond the year of t h e i r Bar Mitzvah or confirmation. Except for a l l -day school 
pupi l s (the Yeshiva s tudents ) , only about 3 per cent of the others continue with some 
form of formal Jewish education beyond the early teen-age years . . . 

I s the growing phenomenon of Jewish a l l -day schools an answer? Part icular ly among 
the Orthodox there has been a considerable growth of these schools , with the inev i tab le 
r e s u l t that the Conservative and Reform Jews are a l so experimenting with t h i s method. 
The t o t a l current enrollment in a l l -day schools i s estimated to be some forty thousand — 
a s t r i k i n g increase over the enrollments of recent years but s t i l l a small proportion 
of those rece iv ing any measure of Jewish education at a l l . This development r e f l e c t s 
a r e b e l l i o n against the inadequate, dismal education obtainable in the present afternoon 
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school and Sunday c l a s s e s , although day school parents , i t has been pointed out , are 
diverse in t h e i r motives. I f a broad impetus derives from a des ire t o provide the 
children with a sounder Jewish education, there i s a l so the spur that the neighboring 
public schools are o f ten unat tract ive . 

From a l l evidence, the emphasis on Jewish education at a l l -day schools does not 
reduce the general s c h o l a s t i c i n t e r e s t s and achievements. On the contrary, a d i s -
proportionate number of the high school graduates of these schools obtain s t a t e and 
other scholarships . Apparently secular education helps Jewish education and v i c e 
versa. 

Yet there are other f a c e t s , and quest ions , not e a s i l y answered. I s the day school 
the only means to assure a high qual i ty of Jewish education? Or does i t i s o l a t e the 
Jewish youngster and indoctrinate instead of teach? Does i t contribute to a weakening 
of the deeply imbedded American pr inc ip le of a common publ ic school education f o r a l l ? 

These considerations can be speculated on i n f i n i t e l y and I am not r a i s i n g them 
in order t o cast the s l i g h t e s t doubt as t o the place of a l l -day schools in the t o t a l 
scheme o f th ings . Indeed, I am a l l in favor of them — for those who want them. 
Nevertheless , even the most ardent advocates of the Jewish day school must concede 
that i t does not provide the answer for the larger numbers of American Jews . . . 

One of many pos s ib l e answers — and as an a l t ernat ive to weak congregational 
schools — i s a wider development of community-wide schools f i n a n c i a l l y supported by 
the community and conducted with re spec t fu l regard for a l l of the elements of the 
community. The ideo log i ca l and theo log ica l d i f f erences that may have t h e i r p lace at 
a l a t e r stage in Jewish education apply with l i t t l e force t o such elementary subjects 
as the early study of the Bible , Jewish h i s t o r y , Hebrew or current events . For Jew-
ish youth of a l l backgrounds t o acquire t h e i r aleph bet together would, i t seems t o 
me, be the mildest of compromises. Indeed, in the l imited years of school ing that 
they now get , most Jewish pupi ls never reach that stage of educational development 
that would enable them to choose with some rat ional c l a r i t y between the present d i v i -
s ions of Orthodoxy, Conservative and Reform . . . 

The persuasive v ir tue of the community school i s that i t p laces the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
for an adequate program of Jewish education where i t bes t belongs — squarely on the 
shoulders of the en t i re organized community. This i s , at l e a s t under present circum-
stances , the speedies t and s turd ies t way t o the kind of community enthusiasm and re -
sources that Jewish education needs to l i f t i t from i t s morass. 

The most e f f e c t i v e force to compel a move in t h i s d i rec t ion would be the rabbinate. 
Here again, the rabbis are ca l l ed upon to put aside interdenominational d i f f e r e n c e s 
and r i v a l r i e s , without real injury t o t h e i r theo log ica l b e l i e f s , for the sake of an 
improved Jewish school ing. I can understand — i f I cannot agree with — the unyie ld-
ing object ions of the minority: the Reform rabbi who w i l l not compromise what he holds 
to be a firm r e l i g i o u s pr inc ip le and agree that Reform pupi l s attend c l a s s wearing 
yarrmlkes as a concession to Orthodox pup i l s , or the Orthodox rabbi who i n s i s t s that 
the study of Hebrew be focused only on the teaching of sacred s tud ie s and the r i t u a l 
of daoening (prayer). For these , there must be freedom to pursue Jewish education in 
t h e i r own way. But s t r i c t denominationalism i s hardly the a t t i t u d e of the Jewish com-
munity. Hie Dushkin-Engelman study t e l l s us that few Jewish parents — about one in 
ten — choose a r e l i g i o u s school on an ideo log i ca l b a s i s . The denominational form plays 
l i t t l e ro le in the parents' thinking about Jewish education or in t h e i r choice of a 
r e l i g i o u s school f o r t h e i r chi ldren. The dominant fac tors are convenience, personal -
i t i e s and the educational reputation of the school . 

PHIL IP M. KLUTZNICK 
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CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS MEEN MADE IN JEWISH EDUCATION. Enrollments have mult i -
p l i e d ; school f a c i l i t i e s and methods have been modernized; e f f o r t s have been made to 
advance the profess iona l s tatus of Jewish teachers; and community-wide coordinating 
serv i ce s have been furnished to many of the schoo l s . Espec ia l ly noteworthy has been 
the increasing acceptance of Jewish education by parents , children and the general com-
munity. However, Jewish education i s beset by serious problems which hamper the r e a l i -
zation of the schoo l ' s o b j e c t i v e s . The e f f o r t s of Jewish educators have not y ie lded 
commensurate pupil achievement . . . 

I t i s not d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y numerous needs in Jewish education. We have been 
to ld that "the stream of Jewish education" must be deepened; that children must devote 
more time t o Jewish s tud ies ; that the community federations must a l l o c a t e more funds 
to Jewish education. Parents have been exhorted t o have t h e i r children attend the 
Jewish school more hours per week for a greater number of years and to continue t h e i r 
school ing a f t e r Bar Mitzvah; to i n s i s t that the children be taught by f u l l - t i m e and 
we l l - t ra ined teachers; to provide "in the homes and in the community an atmosphere of 
respect and des ire for Jewish culture and learning." I t has been urged that un i f i ed 
"community schools" would be b e t t e r than congregational schools . And there are people 
who have i n s i s t e d that the Jewish school must develop the t o t a l personal i ty of the 
c h i l d . 

These are worthy asp irat ions , but i t i s imperative to d i s t inguish between r e a l i s -
t i c goals and noble sentiments. The des irable must not be confused with the p o s s i b l e . 
A "community school" may be preferred, but rabbis and congregations w i l l not y i e l d the 
education of t h e i r children to the community. Full - t ime and we l l - t ra ined teachers are 
a n e c e s s i t y , but i t w i l l not be met by demands of parents, even i f they could be in-
duced "to i n s i s t . " And teachers w i l l not be paid f u l l s a l a r i e s i f schools provide 
only part-t ime teaching schedules. Respect for learning w i l l not i s sue from publ ic 
appeals. Hie t o t a l personal i ty of the ch i ld cannot be developed in a part-time school 
which e n l i s t s the attendance and loya l ty of the students two to s i x hours a week for 
a few years at the elementary l e v e l . 

Zeal f o r the optimum should be res tra ined, and the time element must, above a l l , 
be viewed r e a l i s t i c a l l y . I t should be poss ib l e to induce a larger proportion of the 
children to attend the Jewish school more than one day a week. The lever of Bar 
Mitzvah, the "compulsory school law" in Jewish education, should l ikewise enable the 
schools to increase the years of school ing . For increasing numbers, summer camping 
might provide addit ional time for Jewish study. But for the large majority, s i x hours 
a week are l i k e l y to remain the norm of the weekday afternoon school . This i s the 
time-element with which we must reckon. I t i s a s t e e l frame confining Jewish educa-
t i o n , and curricular research and experimentation would do wel l to concentrate on the 
development of courses o f study appropriate to i t . 

The long-range desiderata can remain guiding p r i n c i p l e s , but we must be recon-
c i l e d t o the thought that they w i l l not be rea l i zed for a long time; that progress w i l l 
be governed by the inev i tab le process of gradualness. I t i s necessary to begin with 
what we have, with the schools as they e x i s t and function today. The agencies which 
can lead the way to improvement must be i d e n t i f i e d , for the individual school cannot 
alone cope with the mult i farious problems. 

The most promising instruments for progress are the central agencies for Jewish 
education: the ideo log i ca l commissions on Jewish education (Conservative, Orthodox, 
Reform, e t c . ) ; the bureaus of Jewish education or Jewish education committees which 
attempt to coordinate the work in individual c i t i e s or regions; and the American 
Associat ion for Jewish Education . . . 

Community a l loca t ions for Jewish education have increased in recent years both 
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in t o t a l amounts and in the proportionate share o f allotments for l oca l needs. How-
ever, the increase in federat ion support has not kept pace with the growth in school 
enrollments. The National Study estimated that the combined sums received from federa-
t ions and welfare funds cover no more than 7 t o 8 per cent of the money spent annually 
on Jewish education. That t h i s i s i n s u f f i c i e n t i s evident from what has been sa id 
about the low s a l a r i e s paid the teachers and the sub-standard condit ions in many of 
the schools . The need must be pressed upon federat ions and welfare funds to f ind ad-
d i t iona l moneys for the schools . This can be done only through the centra l community 
agency. Chaos and i n e v i t a b l e f a i l u r e would r e s u l t i f the schools were to press t h e i r 
individual claims upon the community a l l o c a t i o n committees. 

OSCAR I . JANOWSKY 

IN 1916, SOME OF THE OUTSTANDING JEWISH EDUCATORS of the day predicted that the 
synagogue school would disappear and be replaced by the communal school . Perhaps that 
should teach t h i s present prophet a lesson of caution in predic t ion because they were 
f a t a l l y wrong. The synagogue school has prospered and thrived at the expense o f the 
communal school . I predict that t h i s trend w i l l continue and that the bas i s of (at 
l e a s t primary) Jewish education i s going to be in the synagogue and not in the com-
munal school . I am not so c l ear on secondary education which may require central sup-
port . I do not see a rosy s tre tch ahead for the a l l -day school because I b e l i e v e i t 
i s b a s i c a l l y in disharmony with the bas ic concept of Jewish adjustment in America. 
I say t h i s despi te the f a c t that some very f i n e people are assoc iated zea lous ly with 
that movement. I do not think our s o i l i s a f e r t i l e one for i t s development. 

MAURICE B . HEXTER 

THE CENTRAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES have thus f a r played an inadequate ro le in 
improving education in the synagogue. The educational program of the synagogue or a 
temple i s not merely the concern of i t s board of t r u s t e e s , i t s dues-paying members, 
and the parents of i t s s tudents . I t i s the concern — every such school i s the con-
cern — of the en t i re community. 

And overcharging a l l of these separate reasons for the inadequate achievements 
of Jewish education t o date i s our f a i l u r e to e l eva te the en t i re educational e f f o r t 
to a high enough l e v e l of communal p r i o r i t y . I r e f e r t o budget, but I am not speaking 
of budget alone. I t i s by now general ly admitted by leaders of the community that 
education i s the key t o surv iva l , that i t occupies and should occupy a centra l p lace 
on our agenda. But these statements are in the category of s e l f - e v i d e n t truths or 
truisms. I t i s perhaps unfortunate that the propos i t ion that Jewish education i s 
central i s not controvers ia l . I t would be heal thy f o r the future of Jewish education 
i f there arose in t h i s community a group which a r t i c u l a t e l y opposed i t . Then those 
who favor i t would be st imulated t o e f f e c t i v e act ion rather than the mere r e i t e r a t i o n 
of p l a t i t u d e s . 

We tend to pay noble tr ibute to our t r a d i t i o n with ringing a f f i rmat ions , with 
deeply s incere and pious words and r e s o l u t i o n s , concerning the c e n t r a l i t y of Jewish 
education on our agenda. But we have not ye t r e a l l y begun to t rans la te those " s e l f -
evident" truths in to the kind of truths that r e s u l t in implementation. We must con-
vince ourselves that what we have been saying in recent years about the cruc ia l im-
portance of Jewish education i s r e a l l y true . 

Apart from the leaders of the community, there has been an inadequate general 
recognit ion of the need f o r Jewish education. Here the educational i n s t i t u t i o n i s at 
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a disadvantage v i s - a - v i s the s o c i a l welfare agency. The needs for s o c i a l welfare agen-
c i e s and t h e i r programs are obvious; they are palpable; they are v i s i b l e . We must con-
vince ourse lves , and the community, that education too i s a need — a b a s i c , pro-
found and v i t a l need, even though i t i s not obvious. And we must s e t our standards 
h igh. I t i s i r o n i c that in a l l the f i e l d s of s o c i a l s e r v i c e , in the s o c i a l work pro-
f e s s i o n , in vocat ional guidance, in family s e r v i c e , in the treatment of mal-adjusted 
chi ldren, in medical research, we have been the paceset ters of the general community 
and have attained high standards of achievement; but we have been w i l l i n g , in the 
sphere of Jewish education, where we are dealing with Judaism i t s e l f , t o s e t t l e for 
far l e s s than adequate r e s u l t s . 

How can we begin to improve the r e s u l t s of the educational e f f o r t ? We can tra in 
more teachers; we can take dras t i c s teps to e levate the l eve l of the profess ion by 
creat ing more f u l l - t i m e jobs . We can expand, with increas ingly careful s e l e c t i o n , 
the program of bringing I s r a e l i teachers to our country for short periods , but at 
the same time we cannot a f ford to abdicate the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for tra ining our own 
teachers . We can sponsor more research on the development of curricula and more ex-
perimentation in Jewish education . . . 

We must s t r e s s , as a community, the need for post-elementary education. We w i l l 
not have a community of l i t e r a t e , i n t e l l i g e n t l y committed adults i f we teach only small 
chi ldren. We must create , where they do not e x i s t , and improve where they do e x i s t , 
c o l l e g e s of Jewish s t u d i e s . Such c o l l e g e s w i l l both motivate, and make p o s s i b l e , the 
continuation of Jewish education at a higher l e v e l . They w i l l motivate students in 
the lower grades by presenting them with an a t t rac t ive goal . They can tra in teachers. 
By e f f e c t i v e i n - s e r v i c e tra in ing courses they can ra i se the standards of unqual i f ied 
teachers now at work. 

They can present adult education programs and they can upgrade the educational 
cl imate and enhance the cul tural l e v e l of the community by providing a h igh- l eve l 
resource. 

We must s t r i v e in prac t i ca l terms for greater centra l i za t ion of the educational 
e f f o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y at the secondary l e v e l and perhaps at the junior high l e v e l as 
w e l l . I f a group of synagogues can be convinced by the community, can be coerced i f 
necessary , to create a united i n s t i t u t i o n for junior high school and high school age 
students in place of a number of separate , smal l , rudimentary, f rus tra t ing schools , 
each with t iny c l a s s e s and with an atmosphere demoralizing to students and teachers 
a l i k e , a worthy object ive w i l l have been achieved. The larger school could af ford 
to conduct p a r a l l e l c l a s s e s at each age l e v e l , could o f f e r a broader s e l e c t i o n of 
courses , could provide f u l l - t i m e jobs for teachers and therefore a t trac t b e t t e r ones, 
and could give i t s facu l ty c lo ser and more e f f e c t i v e supervis ion. Such a school could 
produce graduates far more s trongly motivated t o continue the i r education in the c o l -
lege of Jewish s tudies . . . 

In short , we must accord education the highest p r i o r i t y on the community agenda. 
We must stop viewing i t as merely another a c t i v i t y in our program. We must see i t as 
the centra l a c t i v i t y . We must recognize that none of the agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
of the Jewish community would long survive the deter iorat ion of Jewish education. Con-
v e r s e l y , we must recognize that i f Jewish education i s e f f e c t i v e , there i s reason to 
hope that a l l aspects of Jewish communal l i f e w i l l f l o u r i s h . And, having recognized 
these f a c t s , we must act accordingly. The Federation, as an embodiment of the organ-
ized community, must i n i t i a t e the s teps required to make education more e f f e c t i v e . I t 
must recognize as a truth , and not as a truism, that i f meaningful survival i s the 
end we seek and education i s the means, we must assign i t a p r i o r i t y commensurate with 
the importance of that truth . 

WILLIAM B. GOLDFARB 
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ULTIMATELY THE CHALLENGES TO JEWISH EDUCATION w i l l be met only as i t s o b j e c t i v e s 
are c l ear ly defined and accepted. We s h a l l succeed when we get away from the idea 
that the purpose of the Jewish school i s primarily t o g ive factual knowledge. We 
shal l have to recognize that the e s s e n t i a l f ac t s which are imparted are l e s s an end 
in themselves than they are an instrument f o r creat ing Jewish a t t i t u d e s . The purpose 
of Jewish education must be to give a knowledge deep and r ich enough t o serve as the 
s o i l in which Jewish consciousness may grow and f lower. But i t i s the f lowers which 
we are aiming to produce, even more than the s o i l . These f lowers are a l i f e l i v e d 
in keeping with the tradi t ions of Judaism, Jewish se l f -knowledge, Jewish s e l f - r e s p e c t , 
the perpetuation of Judaism through i t s prac t i ce , in tegrat ion i n t o the synagogue and 
the Jewish community, and the assumption of Jewish r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The emphasis must 
be on these . . . 

Al l too often the Jewish parents of today in America who do not give themselves 
some Jewish education f ind themselves not a l together able to share the Jewish exper i -
ences of t h e i r chi ldren. The parent may have a type o f Jewish knowledge which in the 
eyes of the chi ld i s old-fashioned and meaningless. Or the parent, a v ic t im o f a 
neglected generation, may have l i t t l e or no Jewish knowledge, while the c h i l d , the 
product of a modern Jewish school , may be absorbing an e f f e c t i v e body of Jewish know-
ledge, thinking, and f e e l i n g . Parent and ch i ld must therefore share t h e i r Jewish edu-
cat ional i n t e r e s t s and t h e i r Jewish ce lebrat ions and observances in the synagogue and 
in the home together , learning and l i v i n g through the same Jewish experiences . Then 
and only then w i l l there be an e f f e c t i v e meeting of the challenge to Jewish education, 
because then and only then w i l l Jewish values be transmitted not merely as an i n t e l -
lectual d i s c i p l i n e , but as a way of l i f e of s i g n i f i c a n c e to the body, mind, and soul 
of the Jew. 

DAVID DE SOLA POOL 

IF JEWISH EDUCATION IS NOT TO CONTINUE FLOUNDERING, i t must e n l i s t the leader-
ship of the top lay f igures in American Jewish l i f e who have heretofore devoted them-
se lves exc lus ive ly t o philanthropic and s o c i a l welfare purposes. Their presence w i l l 
demonstrate the primacy of Jewish education. I t must be given a sense of community 
purpose in which ideo log ica l movements and communities are seen as coherent parts 
of the whole. I t must be given a sense of educational purpose in which the kinder-
garten school , the afternoon school , the Sunday school , the day school , the secondary 
school , adolescent and adult education, chairs at schools of higher learning — are 
a l l seen as part of an integrated process , out of which the i n t e l l i g e n t Jewish layman 
and the competent Jewish c i v i l servant u l t imate ly emerge. 

Such a pattern cannot be devised by s epara t i s t e f f o r t s working in i s o l a t i o n . I t 
can be created only by community planning on the loca l and nat ional l e v e l s . I t must 
be given a sense of "peoplehood" in which the po ten t ia l of I srae l i s exp lo i t ed t o en-
rich Jewish education in t h i s country. 

I t s sheer s t a t i s t i c a l dimensions must evoke a commensurate response in terms of 
Jewish communal g iv ing: Vast endowments to provide for scholarship programs, r e -
cruitment of teaching personnel , subs idies for teacher s a l a r i e s , s t ipends for students 
on a l l l e v e l s , the creation of a rural educational program, bas ic curricular planning, 
the publ icat ion of a t t rac t ive materia ls , Jewish camping and I s r a e l - v i s i t opportuni t i es . 
I t must be given a sense of e lan, which comes from achieving some of the o b j e c t i v e s 
of education and doing i t with imagination and speed. 
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These are some of the measures which are ca l l ed f o r . Without a "Grand Design," 
without a s trategy , Jewish education w i l l continue i t s frustrated way "on a darkling 
p la in where ignorant armies clash by n ight ." 

ISAAC TOUBIN 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. What i s the importance of Jewish education for American Jews? 

2. Place the fo l lowing goals of Jewish education in order of p r i o r i t y as you see 
them and s t a t e your reasoning: the happiness of the indiv idual , character bui ld-
ing , the presentation of the Jewish community, an antidote to anti-Semitism, the 
inculcat ion of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s and p r a c t i c e s , the unity of Jews throughout the 
world, the mastery of the Hebrew language, an a f f i n i t y with the State of I s r a e l , 
Americanization. 

3. What are the major obstac les facing Jewish education today? Can these handi-
caps be removed? I f so , how? 

4 . What are the d i f f erences between the communal and the congregational schools? 
Have these d i f f erences a f f e c t e d Jewish education? 

5 . Do you agree or disagree with the idea of Jewish day schools? What i s t h e i r 
future in America? 

6 . Can the Jewish day school produce graduates who are integrated in to American l i f e ? 

7. What ro le should parents play in the Jewish education of the i r children? 

8. What p r i o r i t y should Jewish federat ions and welfare funds give to Jewish schools 
in t h e i r a l locat ions? Should they support only communal schools or a l so denomi-
nat ional ones under synagogue auspices? 

9 . Are there p o s s i b i l i t i e s for c o n f l i c t between a central community agency for 
Jewish education and schools under synagogue auspices? I f so , how can t h i s be 
resolved? 

10. What needs to be done to a l l e v i a t e the shortage of adequately trained teachers 
for Jewish schools? 

11. In which areas do Mr. Klutznick, Dr. Janowsky and Mr. Hexter agree in the above 
statements and in which do they disagree? With which views do you agree? 

12. How extensive has been your formal Jewish education? Are you s a t i s f i e d with i t ? 
What would you want to know about Jewish l i f e which you did not learn when attend-
ing a Jewish school? 

13. What must be done to improve the qual i ty of Jewish education? 

14. How can secondary Jewish education best be organized? 
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DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Inv i te the d irector of the loca l bureau of Jewish education t o present a 
b r i e f statement on the s tatus of Jewish education in America and to serve as a resource 
during the d i scuss ion . 

2 . Plan a court-room scene with a panel of judges, expert wi tnesses , a prosecu-
t o r and a defendant — Mr. American Jewish Community — who i s accused of negl igence 
for not providing adequate Jewish education for the next generation. 

3. Role-play a scene of a fa ther and mother who recent ly moved i n t o a new com-
munity and are d iscuss ing whether to send t h e i r s i x - y e a r - o l d son and ten-year-o ld 
daughter t o a Jewish community weekday school , a Conservative congregational weekday 
school , a Jewish day school or a Reform Sunday school . They decide to c a l l on the 
principal of each of these schools for further information. 

4 . Administer the same t e s t s which are given to children in Jewish schools to a 
group of adults and then allow them to mark t h e i r own papers. Then discuss the kind 
of adult education needed to serve the purposes of Jewish education of chi ldren. 

SUGGESTED READING 

(For a descript ion of the books l i s t e d , see bibliography in appendix.) 
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Edidin, Ben M., Jewish Community Life, pp. 37-52. 

Engelman, Uriah Zevi, "Educating the Jewish Child", pp. 436-481, Jews in the Modern 
World, ed. by Jacob Freid. 

Gannes, Abraham P . , Central Community Agencies for Jewish Education. 

Greenberg, Simon, "Jewish Educational I n s t i t u t i o n s , " pp. 916-949, The Jews, ed. by 
Louis F inke l s t e in . 

Janowsky, Oscar I . , "Jewish Education," pp. 121-172, The American Jew, ed. by 
Oscar I . Janowsky. 

Jewish Education for Modem Needs. 

Klutznick, Ph i l ip M., No Easy Answers, pp. 57-65. 

Major Issues Facing Jewish Communities. 
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THE SYNAGOGUE IN AMERICAN LIFE AND ITS FUTURE 

Selections by Morris Adlert Isaiah M. Minkoff, ־Philip M. Klutzniak, Eugene 
B. Borcwitzt Harold Weisberg$ Emanuel Raakman, Harry Essrigt and Abraham J. Karp. 

AFFILIATION WITH A SYNAGOGUE w i l l be universa l ly regarded ״ though probably 
never formally avowed or enforced — as the indispensable expression of membership in 
the Jewish f o l d . The synagogue w i l l thus become the i n s t i t u t i o n with the larges t en-
rollment and w i l l serve as the bas ic and central inf luence in the l i f e of the group. 
I t s regained eminence w i l l a t t rac t to i t a lay leadership of the highest ca l iber to 
be found within the Jewish community. No other agency w i l l o f f e r a comparable oppor-
tun i ty for s e r v i c e , eminence and in f luence . I foresee the time when the most g i f t e d 
laymen w i l l seek t o make the contributions to Jewish l i f e which t h e i r personal en-
dowments q u a l i f y them to make through the synagogue. 

The re la t ionsh ip of the Jewish community t o American l i f e w i l l be mediated through 
the synagogue. The f i e l d of community r e l a t i o n s w i l l be governed by synagogues s ince 
such in terac t ion w i l l involve r e l i g i o u s groupings. The emphasis of community r e l a -
t ions programs carried on by Jews w i l l be the interpretat ion of a r e l i g i o u s minority 
t o i t s non-Jewish neighbors. 

In the l i g h t of these developments, I foresee a community ar i s ing out of a union 
of synagogues on the loca l l e v e l . Decisions and actions with regard to various s o c i a l 
i s sues and c i v i c problems which now f a l l within the province of non-synagogal Jewish 
organizations w i l l devolve upon the synagogues of the community united to act in th i s 
sphere. While r e l i g i o u s d i v e r s i t y w i l l continue to obtain among Jews, the increased 
eminence of the synagogue in reducing i t s i n s t i t u t i o n a l insecuri ty w i l l blunt the sharp 
edge of competit iveness . Besides , the addit ional century of Jewish l i f e in America 
w i l l tend to f a c i l i t a t e understanding across the d i f f erences , s ince American Jews of 
every branch w i l l share in common backgrounds and experiences. Synagogues w i l l draw 
more c l o s e l y one to another as the t o t a l Jewish community begins to r e f l e c t a r e l i -
gious character. With the loca l synagogues as the grass roots of an American Jewish 
community, the nat ional organizations of the various synagogue groups w i l l extend to 
the nat ional l e v e l the pattern of cooperation which the synagogues throughout the 
land w i l l have begun to develop in t h e i r own part icular communities. A synagogue coun-
c i l , whose c e n t r a l i t y and authority w i l l be widely recognized, w i l l be democratically 
const i tuted of both laymen and rabbis and w i l l become the major de l iberat ive and 
pol icy- formulat ing body of American Jewish l i f e . In i t s structure and procedures i t 
w i l l allow anqsle room for d i s sent . 

Jewish nat ional organizations w i l l have lodges, chapters and branches within the 
various synagogues. They w i l l reta in t h e i r own structure nat iona l ly and w i l l address 
themselves to s p e c i a l projects and s p e c i f i c purposes. They w i l l be represented in 
the nat ional synagogue council and w i l l par t i c ipate in i t s de l iberat ions . They too 
w i l l serve as a force r e s i s t i n g the reduction of Jewish l i f e to ye t another denomina-
t ion within American l i f e . 

MORRIS ADLER 

A PART OF THE RENASCENCE OF JEWISH LIFE in America i s the inspir ing expansion 
of Jewish r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s and synagogal membership. I be l i eve th i s w i l l con-
t inue and I foresee greater involvement of organized re l i g ion in s o c i a l act ion pro-
grams and in the community re la t ions f i e l d . This trend p a r a l l e l s developments in the 
community-at-large. But l e t no one mistake t h i s trend as the el imination of our 
c i v i c organizations and secular i n s t i t u t i o n s . Let no one think the time i s cofl&ng 
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when Jewish l i f e w i l l function in America only under synagogal auspices . This i s the 
trap of the American Council for Judaism, and l e t no one f a l l in to i t , i d e o l o g i c a l l y 
or pragmatically. Our image to ourselves as we l l as to others should be that of a 
Jewish community, gathered at a common table f or r e l i g i o u s and c i v i c groups,, f or the 
r e l i g i o n i s t s , the s e c u l a r i s t s , and the c u l t u r a l i s t s , and even for those who negate 
the community i t s e l f . 

ISAIAH M. MINKOFF 

LATELY IT HAS BECOME FASHIONABLE to debate at length the character of what i s 
generally regarded as a r e l i g i o u s r e v i v a l . I s i t meaningful or s u p e r f i c i a l ? The 
outward s igns are c l ear : in the upsurge in congregational membership, in new temple 
construction, in an expanding Hebrew school enrollment, in other ways. Yet many take 
a skept ica l view, dismissing these developments as not more than a t rans i tory expres-
sion of a craving for Jewish i d e n t i t y , a determination to belong. What i s lacking, 
they point out t e s t i l y , are the commitments to the teachings of Torah and Talmud, 
of prophets and sages , and to genuine r e l i g i o u s s p i r i t u a l i t y . 

The c r i t i c s are c l e a r l y r ight when they point out that many who provide generous 
g i f t s to the bui ld ing o f synagogues neg lec t to come and t o bring t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o 
worship in those very synagogues. They j u s t l y decry the f a c t that the terminal point 
for the average Jewish youngster i s f i xed in teenage by the Bar Mitzvah r i t e . 

But when they fo l low these acid observations with jeremiads of doom for Jewish 
l i f e in America, they are, I think, wrong. 

American Jewry i s not tumbling in to a r e l i g i o u s dec l ine . The widespread con-
temporary a f f i l i a t i o n with the synagogue, perhaps greater than at any other time in 
American Jewish h i s t o r y , has i t s own meaning and i t s own p o t e n t i a l . I t represents 
a new pattern, a radical departure from the way Jewish r e l i g i o u s l i f e was expressed 
in the Eastern European communities that have now been erased by the Nazi b r u t a l i t y . 
Our contemporary American Judaism i s an i n s t i n c t i v e expression by the nat ive-born 
children of the immigrant from Europe, and of the free environment they discovered 
here and took to t h e i r hearts . In terms of the calendar, i t i s barely some three 
generations o ld . The many advance ob i tuar ie s , the gloomy predict ion o f a d i s i n t e -
gration of Jewish l i f e in America, make me shake my head in amazement . . . 

We f ind a new Jewish way of l i f e making i t s modest way in a free s o c i e t y . I t 
responds to the immutable Jewish urge for s e l f - i d e n t i t y and c r e a t i v i t y . I t conforms 
to the r e l i g i o u s character of i t s environment. And, s t i l l in i t s infancy, i t i s 
reaching out for i t s own d i s t i n c t i v e q u a l i t i e s . 

In t h i s perspect ive , i t i s not "checkbook Judaism" we are wi tness ing , some-
thing to be deprecated or dismissed with r i d i c u l e . I t i s a firm s tep to an American-
developed expression of Jewish cont inui ty , the promise of a c r e a t i v e l y r ich Judaism, 
part of a mult i -mi l lennia l h i s tory . 

I am not excusing the "Yom Kippur Jew" for h i s desultory p i e t y . But i t i s a l s o 
a fac t of Jewish l i f e that many a congregation keeps i t s budget in balance by the con-
tributions i t ra i s e s Kol Nidre night among those to whom reverence i s expressed by 
th i s seasonal v i s i t a t i o n . The "Yom Kippur Jew" may be lax in h i s f a i t h , r e l i g i o u s l y 
i l l i t e r a t e ; ye t he too makes h i s obeisance, i f you w i l l , toward h i s Jewish s e l f -
i d e n t i t y . I t i s , in i t s own way, h i s deed of tzedakah: With what propriety i s i t 
scoffed? I t i s , I know, s impl i fy ing; i t i s a l so true that the "Yom Kippur Jew," how-
ever i n d i f f e r e n t to the scholarship, the cu l ture , and the worship of Judaism, i s 
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nonetheless not the s t u f f ass imi la t ion i s made o f . 

True, t h i s minimal, low-e f for t Jewish i d e n t i t y i s not enough. But why i s i t de-
plored as a re jec t ion of Judaism when, p l a i n l y , i t i s a s tep t o a f f irmat ion , however 
inadequate? Without i t , how w i l l present-day scholars and sages res tore the Jewish 
s p i r i t t o i t s f u l l e r expression? 

Here, then, i s the character and problem of r e l i g i o n for American Jewry; an 
evolutionary form, not of death, but o f reb ir th . The great need i s to encourage and 
advance t h i s prospect in contemporary s a t i s f y i n g terms. For j u s t as the American na-
t ion i s i t s e l f a new concept in a new environment, so are i t s mores — r e l i g i o n among 
them — derivat ives from the past for a new, s t i l l - emerg ing s o c i e t y . . . 

The burden of what I have here mentioned — to n a i l down my optimism — i s my 
convict ion that the American Jewish community, for a l l i t s free-wheel ing hab i t s , i t s 
apathy, i t s apparent anarchy and controversy and confusion, i s s t i l l moving on to 
adulthood. I t i s not , as some of i t s c r i t i c s would have i t , he l l -ben t for obl iv ion 
or d i s in tegra t ion . Nor i s i t doomed t o i r r e l i g i o u s secularism. 

I t i s a creat ive community which has evolved i t s own modern forms of i t s r e l i -
gion and i t s own techniques of philanthropy and community welfare . Nostalg ic for 
t r a d i t i o n , i t i s a t once generous, conscious of i t s d e f e c t s , l ibera l in i t s p r i n c i -
p i e s , hospi table t o heresy, and always s t i f f - n e c k e d in i t s pers i s t ence . 

I t i s a community with an underlying re l i g ious i d e n t i t y ; i t s a f f i l i a t i o n s with 
the formal expression of Judaism are growing. Whatever the reasons — whether the 
need t o belong, the comforting secur i ty of an emerging American Jewish cul ture , a 
sanctuary from the i n s e c u r i t i e s of a cold-war world, the f l e x i b l e and enduring 
strength o f Judaism, or any combination of these — the movement toward greater r e l i -
gious a c t i v i t y i s meaningful and in keeping with the h i s tory of Jewish cont inui ty . 

The debates weighing the r e l i g i o u s expressions of the Jewish i d e n t i t y v i s - a -
v i s non-synagogal yet s t i l l Jewish areas of community l i f e , o f ten ca l l ed secu lar , are 
experiences in forens ics and worth the e f f o r t for whatever exploration in to Jewish 
values they encourage. But at bottom they are inconclus ive , stemming from inval id 
premises. For what i s ca l l ed s e c u l a r i s t i s not the a n t i t h e s i s of Judaism but i s an 
in tegra l part of i t . There i s no contradict ion in a simultaneous growth of r e l i g i o u s 
a f f i l i a t i o n and s o - c a l l e d s e c u l a r i s t a c t i v i t y . Against the background of a free and 
p l u r a l i s t i c American s o c i e t y with i t s esteem for individualism and for a mul t ip l i -
c i t y of d i f f e r e n c e s , both are in harmony. 

This i s not the same as the "spoked wheel" synagogue community that some r e l i g i o u s 
leaders hold out as the idea l for modern Judaism. Most Jewish community a c t i v i t i e s 
are not a f f i l i a t e d with the synagogue. But their underlying impetus is religious. 

This, of course, i s not universa l ly acceptable — and l eas t of a l l to those who 
confuse primacy with monopoly in def in ing r e l i g i o n ' s ro l e in modern Judaism. Some 
continue to dismiss most Jewish e f f o r t s outside the synagogue as peripheral , remote, 
and even a l i e n . 

Yet, supporting a Jewish hosp i ta l or un ivers i ty , jo in ing a Jewish organization, 
or attending a Hadassah convention are implementations of the r e l i g i o n and synagogue 
inf luence of America's Judaism. 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 
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THE PHENOMENON OF RISING RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION i s not confined t o Jews. A s imi -
lar movement has a f f e c t e d other r e l i g i o u s groups in American s o c i e t y s ince the end of 
the war. Since the contemporary American ethos not only permits but encourages r e l i -
gious d i f f e r e n c e , the American Jew, whose r e l i g i o n i s acknowledged as one of the major 
American f a i t h s (an extraordinary, even provident ia l f a c t ) , accepts r e l i g i o n as the 
ch ie f fac tor in h i s Jewish d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . As a r e s u l t , in new communities syna-
gogues always precede Jewish recreat ion f a c i l i t i e s , and then devote themselves t o 
the st imulat ion of communal, f ami l i a l and private Jewish l i v i n g . There i s almost no 
modern Jewish community whose congregations are not prime movers of much of i t s or-
ganized a c t i v i t y . 

But a paradox l i e s a t the heart of t h i s s i t u a t i o n . A truly r e l i g i o u s Jewry, con-
sc ious of i t s e l f as a fo lk dedicated to serving God through His commandments, would 
have d irect ion and guidance, purpose and passion for i t s communal and personal Jew-
i sh ex i s tence . However, for a l l i t s numbers and a c t i v i t y American Jews cannot be 
ca l l ed s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e l i g i o u s . Studies of synagogue a f f i l i a t i o n and r e l i g i o u s be-
l i e f s make abundantly c l ear that most Jews jo in congregations for everything but r e l i -
gious reasons. Distance, membership c o s t s , s o c i a l standing, the persona l i ty of the 
rabbi, the reputation of the school: these count. Attendance at s e r v i c e s and adult 
study as contrasted with s o c i a l events or general meetings shows how s l i g h t i s the 
concern with God and His law. Regardless of t h e i r denominational l a b e l , most Amer-
ican Jews are large ly non-observant, at home and in t h e i r everyday l i f e . I r o n i c a l l y , 
i t may wel l be that secular Judaism, which could not dominate American Judaism under 
i t s own name, now may do so under the auspices of the synagogue. Here too the pattern 
i s not l imi ted t o Jews but has been noted in most of American r e l i g i o u s l i f e . 

The average synagogue and the large synagogue organizations do not redeem t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n by the example of t h e i r own r e l i g i o s i t y . Their competition for pre-eminence, 
t h e i r preoccupation with publ ic r e l a t i o n s , t h e i r i n a b i l i t y t o apply to t h e i r own or-
ganization what they t e l l t h e i r members to do in t h e i r l i v e s perturb and of fend the 
s e n s i t i v e b e l i e v e r . The American Jew may belong, but he does not b e l i e v e much. His 
r e l i g i o s i t y i s rare ly ser ious or profound. 

Thus the paradox emerges. I f the American Jew were tru ly r e l i g i o u s he would 
create a l i v i n g American Jewish community, but though he organizes h i s community 
along r e l i g i o u s l i n e s , h i s l i f e shows l i t t l e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f and p r a c t i c e . I f he 
were . . . that i s the c r i s i s of the American Jewish future and the problem which Amer-
ican Jewish r e l i g i o u s leadership must meet. 

For some sec tors of the r e l i g i o u s community the answer i s c l e a r . The u l t r a -
Orthodox, for example, know that they are r i g h t , that they are doing what God wants 
Jews to do. While t h e i r numbers may be small they have confidence in t h e i r way of 
l i f e . This s ecur i ty stems not only from t h e i r observant Orthodoxy but from t h e i r 
re fusa l to deviate from the f u l l s o c i a l s t y l e of t h e i r European forebears . Dressed 
in the kaftant adorned with peyott devoted to t h e i r rebbet they continue s t e a d f a s t l y 
on what they know to be the one authentic Jewish path. 

Al l other v a r i e t i e s of r e l i g i o u s Jewry f e e l something must be done to transform 
European Jewish p i e t y i n t o a compelling American s t y l e that i s ye t t r u l y Jewish. Some 
l i m i t t h e i r e f f o r t s t o what has been done before , perhaps trying to do i t a l i t t l e 
b e t t e r . Others s e i z e on the technica l approach, u t i l i z i n g b e t t e r group "know-how" t o 
a t t rac t larger crowds, more p a r t i c i p a t i o n , greater fo l low-up. S t i l l others wait f o r 
some new development in general culture t o j u s t i f y t h e i r work. Last year i t was Juda-
ism and psychiatry. This year, race r e l a t i o n s . Next year, outer space. Equating 
performing commandments with keeping busy, they have ne i ther time nor reason t o wonder 
whom they are serving . There are countless creat ive reasons for avoiding God and His 
w i l l . 
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To speak s er ious ly of the r e l i g i o u s content of Judaism i s t o speak of the thought-
f u l few. There are such thoughtful men in every wing of American Jewry. No one point 
of view dominates the scene or g ives promise of sweeping across American Jewry. Each 
demands too much for many men to be speedi ly ye t deeply converted to i t s truth. 

EUGENE B. BOROWITZ 

WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE LIVING in the midst of a substant ia l theo log ica l r ev iva l , 
but t h i s theology, which goes under various names — from neo-orthodox to ex i s t en -
t i a l i s t — i s employed as an ideo log i ca l prop for the a c t i v i t i e s , programs and ser -
v i c e s of temples and synagogues. But i t i s b a s i c a l l y a middle-class r e l i g i o n which 
i s being o f f e r e d . Whatever the f a u l t s of the new theo log ies — and they are many — 
most have s t re s sed the personal q u a l i t a t i v e elements of r e l i g ious worship, the need 
f o r deep r e l i g i o u s convict ion and a sense of ho l iness and p i e t y . 

But our synagogues and temples, despite a torrent of words to the contrary, s t r e s s 
the very values that t h e i r theo log ica l ideo log ies are committed to oppose. The syn-
agogues are large and comfortable. The serv ices are conducted by profess ionals who 
do not simply perform the s e r v i c e s , but spend almost an equal amount of time ins t ruc t -
ing the congregation when to r i s e and when to s i t down, what page has jus t been f i n -
ished and where to turn next . The congregation i t s e l f i s large ly ignorant of the 
order of the serv ice and the meaning of the prayers. The trans lat ions are of ten very 
poor, and the , , a c t i v i t y " of worship cons i s t s in the dul l monotonous r e c i t a l of respon-
s i v e readings, punctuated occas ional ly by a choral rendit ion or "congregational s ing-
ing ." Worse y e t , the tone of the serv ice i s " s p i r i t u a l . " There i s a deathly s i l e n c e 
in the synagogue . . . 

I suspect that the search for a su i tab le Jewish theology i s bound to be f r u s t r a t -
ing . For example, when a s e n s i t i v e and inquiring young Jew analyzes contemporary Amer-
ican Jewish l i f e , instead of e t h i c a l and re l i g ious d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s , he i s l i k e l y to 
discover a complacent middle-c lass community, s t r e s s i n g a c t i v i t y and organization. 
There w i l l be no great r e l i g i o u s or s p i r i t u a l heroes to inspire him, no dedicated way 
of l i f e to motivate him, no cause — save organized philanthropy and experiencing 
I s r a e l ' s accomplishments second-hand — to t h r i l l him. The Judaism he w i l l discover 
w i l l be ordinary, mediocre, paroe and at root o f ten boring. 

HAROLD WEISBERG 

IN THE UNITED STATES, ORTHODOX JEWS ARE NOT WELL ORGANIZED. While the Conserva-
t i v e and Reform movements each have one rabbinical body and one seminary for the i r 
t ra in ing as wel l as one union of t h e i r congregations. Orthodoxy has many of each. 
Oldest of a l l i t s seminaries i s Yeshiva Univers i ty , which ordains each year the 
greates t number of rabbis . However, there are now scores of i n s t i t u t i o n s s p e c i a l i z -
ing in the teaching of the Law, and there e x i s t s among them no coordination whatso-
ever , even in such matters as curriculum or fund-rais ing. Many of the congregations, 
are a f f i l i a t e d with the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, but others 
are a f f i l i a t e d with the National Council of Young Israe l and Yeshiva University Syna-
gogue Council. Many a f f i l i a t e with no nat ional body and are even proprietary in na-
ture . The Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United States and Canada i s the o ldest 
rabbinical group, while the Rabbinical Council of America i s the larges t . In addi-
t i o n , there are the Rabbinical Al l iance of America, the Hitachdut ha-Rabbonim Charedim, 
the Agudat ha-Admorim, and the Council of Refugee Rabbis. These, too , coordinate 
l i t t l e with each other and cooperate l e s s . The lack of unity i s patent . Nonetheless, 
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while i t makes for i n s t i t u t i o n a l weakness, i t speaks for exceptional commitment. D i f -
ferences in' ideology and method are taken very s e r i o u s l y . Hie mood o f "anything goes" 
i s anathema. 

In European countries an^ in I srae l greater uni ty p r e v a i l s . Indeed, wherever 
the s t a t e g ives some semblance of support t o the l ega l order which i s Judaism there 
i s l e s s anarchy. That i s why the United Synagogue of England — with Parliamentary 
recognit ion — does have considerable control over matters of kaahrutt marriage, 
divorce, conversion, an'd even r e l i g i o u s education. In I s r a e l , too , through the rabbin-
i c a l courts and the ch ie f rabbinate the same goals are achieved. In the United S t a t e s , 
however, neittfjer the Jewish community i s formally cons t i tu ted — as many Reconstruc-
t i o n i s t s would l i k e to see i t — nor i s the l ega l order which i s Judaism formally 
recognized. 

The great challenge which Orthodoxy faces i s that the l ega l order o f Judaism i s 
accepted only by a minority, while f or the majority Judaism becomes l i k e other r e l i -
gions — a creed with some r i t u a l s . Orthodoxy's future in America depends upon i t s 
a b i l i t y t o mobil ize morg devotees of the Law in every generation so that the l ega l 
order which i t i s w i l l t e applicable to many. 

None can gainsay that the Law and i t s guardians have many problems. But for 
Orthodox Jews the f a i t h i s eternal that the writ ten and oral t rad i t ion has the answer. 

EMANUEL RACKMAN 

REFORM HAS REACHED THE CLIMAX OF ORGANIZATIONAL CREATIVITY but i s s t i l l vexed by 
recurrent problems of the l i b e r a l outlook. The rabbinical conferences and the gather-
ings of the Union give evidence of a seething i n t e l l e c t u a l ferment and a s p i r i t u a l 
tens ion. There i s an increas ing demand for some uniformity in pract i ce and the ac-
ceptance of minimum standards for l i v i n g as Jews. There i s considerable groping and 
s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n , motivated by the search for a more e f f e c t i v e way of t rans la t ing Juda-
ism into the da i ly l i v e s of our people. 

To some degree, the formerly we l l -de f ined a t tr ibutes of Reform have shaded o f f 
in to the grayness of what passes for American Judaism, a pecu l iar mixture of n o s t a l -
g ia , group-belongingness, and theo log ica l confusion. The search for i d e n t i t y i s not 
l imited t o Reform; other trends have a l so l o s t t h e i r prec i se and unambiguous charac-
t e r . Today i t i s no longer a matter of re ta in ing the i n t e g r i t y of a l i b e r a l movement 
but of assuring the very survival of Judaism. The words of Solomon B. Freehof, one 
of the most eloquent spokesmen of the Reform movement, have a prophetic r ing: "There 
can be no creat ive modern Judaism without Reform, but under Reform alone, Judaism would 
be pa le . With Conservatism alone, i t would be confused. With Orthodoxy alone, i t 
would be i n d i f f e r e n t . The general tendency in America i s in our d irec t ion . W3 w i l l 
cer ta in ly grow. We had b e t t e r take steps to strengthen ourse lves , for a heavy her i tage 
may be thrust upon our shoulders." 

I t i s to the cred i t of the Reform movement that more than any other group in the 
contemporary Jewish community i t i s given to s e l f - c r i t i c i s m . I t s h i s t o r y t ru ly mir-
rors the many perplexing and d i s t r e s s i n g changes in the circumstances of Jewish e x i s -
tence for the past 150 years . Always the opposit ion of t rad i t i ona l elements has 
prov ident ia l ly evoked the need for s e l f - j u s t i f i c a t i o n and va l ida t ion . Hie credent ia l s 
for the r ight of c r i t i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e to s c r u t i n i z e r e l i g i o u s authority had t o be 
stamped anew in every generation. Reform sought t o bring order and coherence i n t o the 
chaos of modern Judaism, at no time contemplating the severance of t i e s with the en-
t i r e community of I s r a e l . I t has not hes i ta ted t o speak i t s theo log ica l mind or take 
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a stand on r i t u a l matters, with the c l ear understanding that no f i xed and binding 
doctrines or pract ices can be maintained by the l ibera l outlook. In a recent sympo-
sium in the CCAR Journal on "The Future o f Reform Judaism" i t was made manifest that 
the process of c l a r i f i c a t i o n has not ye t come to an end. One mi l l ion strong, the 
movement i s again undergoing a profound searching of heart and recurrent s e l f - a p p r a i s a l . 
As Rabbi Levi Olan has wri t ten: "The greates t danger which confronts a l i b e r a l move-
ment i s the desire for cer ta inty and a consequent wearying of the eternal search. One 
of our major contributions t o Judaism i s our dedication t o the p o s s i b i l i t y of new re-
v e l a t i o n s . " The l a s t word has not yet been spoken on the Sinais of our day. 

HARRY ESSRIG 

CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM HAS GROWN DRAMATICALLY. I t s i n s t i t u t i o n s are respected and 
i t s organizations e f f e c t i v e . Surveys indicate that an increasing number of Jews are 
seeing in Conservative Judaism the promise of an interpretat ion of Judaism which w i l l 
i n t e r e s t t h e i r children and e x c i t e t h e i r grandchildren. 

For many the promise has not ye t been matched by performance. Indeed, there i s 
a great "searching of heart" among the leaders and thinkers of the movement. There 
are those who f e e l that there needs to be a s p e l l i n g out of ideology. Others are con-
cerned with the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the bas ic i n s t i t u t i o n s of the Sabbath and kashrut. 
Many are disappointed that more has not been done in the adjustment of the Law to l i f e . 
There i s a healthy impatience abroad in the movement — an opt imis t ic impatience prom-
i s i n g that more w i l l be done. 

Every Conservative Jew recognizes the great contributions of the Jewish Theolog-
i c a l Seminary t o the movement. Many look t o i t for d irect ion and guidance. Many 
quest ion, however, whether a seminary which i s committed to be a non-denominational 
i n s t i t u t i o n of higher learning can give leadership to a dynamic, evolving denomina-
t iona l movement. Others contend, as does Mordecai Waxman in Tradition and Change, 
that "the Conservative movement has always clung to the pos i t ion that i t i s not a 
denomination in the Jewish f o l d . " 

This i s sue w i l l be debated at conventions and conferences. The Seminary w i l l 
continue i t s t rad i t iona l role as the upholder of t r a d i t i o n , as the conservative force 
in a dynamic movement. The men of the Rabbinical Assembly, more int imately aware of 
the needs and temper of t h e i r people , w i l l press for adjustment and engage in experi -
mentation. The created tension w i l l give v i a b i l i t y and v i t a l i t y to the movement. 
For the tension 1to be creat ive and f r u i t f u l the re la t ionsh ip between the forces must 
be a harmonious one, t h e i r strength equal, united by mutuality of purpose. Only 
thus w i l l the movement remain true to i t s professed program of adjusting l i f e to Law, 
and Law t o l i f e . 

Conservative Judaism w i l l continue along i t s chosen path of "control led experi -
mentation" — in r i t u a l , in prayer, in education. Old forms w i l l be revived and given 
new l i f e . New ones w i l l be developed and subjected t o the t e s t of acceptance. What-
ever the future br ings , the heri tage w i l l be s tudied, the tradi t ion w i l l be revered, 
the people w i l l be consulted, and God w i l l be served. In the words of Rabbi Abraham 
Kook, "The old w i l l be renewed, the new become s a n c t i f i e d . " 

ABRAHAM J . KARP 
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QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G TACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. I s the synagogue the central agency in American Jewish l i f e ? I s i t the primary 
one? 

2 . Will the synagogue be the Jewish organization of the future? 

3. What are the fundamental d i f f erences among Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 
Judaism? What are some of the common denominators? 

4 . Do you b e l i e v e that there can or w i l l be a merging of Orthodox, Conservative and 
Reform Judaism? Of Orthodox and Conservative? Of Conservative and Reform? Is 
such a merger desirable? Will there be a sharpening or blunting of d i f f erences? 
Will they work more c l o s e l y together? 

5. What are the bas ic problems confronting Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 
Judaism? Are these problems being met? 

6. Is the synagogue in America growing in stature? Does i t a f f e c t the l i v e s of 
individual Jews? 

7. Is the synagogue with i t s s o c i a l and cul tural a c t i v i t i e s contributing to the so-
ca l l ed secu lar i za t ion of Jewish l i f e ? 

8. Do you know many Jews who are members of synagogues? What are t h e i r motives for 
joining? How o f t en do they attend? 

9. Discuss the s tatus of the synagogue v i s - a - v i s the church in America. 

10. Has the free s o c i e t y of America been he lp fu l or detrimental t o the growth of 
the synagogue movement? 

DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Inv i te an Orthodox, Reform and Conservative rabbi to present a f ive-minute 
statement each on the denomination he represents . Then the group members should ask 
them questions for another f i f t e e n minutes. 

2. Arrange for v i s i t s to Orthodox, Conservative and Reform synagogues and 
meetings with t h e i r rabbis . 

3. The leader p laces these headings at the top of a blackboard: Conservative 
Jews, Orthodox Jews, Reform Jews. A s e r i e s of questions are wri t ten on the s ide of 
the blackboard. He then proceeds to ask the group quest ions and p laces the number 
that reply a f f i rmat ive ly in the appropriate column. Sample quest ions: How many are 
Orthodox Jews? e t c . How many Orthodox Jews attend r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s dai ly? Weekly? 
Monthly? Three times a year? Does your synagogue conduct s o c i a l and recreat ional 
a c t i v i t i e s ? When the answers are recorded, the group proceeds to d i scuss and evaluate 
them. 

4. Arrange in advance for a showing of the f i l m s t r i p "Rabbinic Schools in 
America," re leased by the Bureau of Jewish Education of Los Angeles. 

5 . Plan a reading of the short Headline Parade s c r i p t " I n s t i t u t i o n s for Higher 
Jewish Learning" ( v o l . 1, no. 3 ) , the s tory of the Reform Hebrew Union College — 
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Jewish I n s t i t u t e of Re l ig ion , the Orthodox Yeshiva Univers i ty and the Conservative 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Avai lable from Jewish Education Committee 
of New York. 

6 . Arrange for a d i scuss ion o f "The Role of the Synagogue i n the Community" in 
which the p a n e l i s t s are representat ives of i n s t i t u t i o n s other than synagogues. 

SUGGESTED WEAVING 

(For a descr ip t ion of the books l i s t e d , see bibl iography in appendix.) 
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Selections by Herbert Millman, Judah Nadidht Ben Hal-pernt 
Robert Gordi-8, Graenum Berger and Sanford Solender. 

HOW PREPARED IS THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER MOVEMENT to contribute to the shap-
ing of a v i t a l , vigorous Jewish future? What, are i t s a s se t s and what are i t s chal -
lenges? 

The past decade par t i cu lar ly has been one of c l a r i f i c a t i o n of purposes and ex-
pansion of serv ices f or the Jewish Community Center f i e l d . Services were broadened 
to meet the needs o f a great ly expanded membership, representat ive of a l l age groups. 

Board members and s t a f f workers examined anew the purposes and funct ions o f Cen-
ters in regard to Jewish ob jec t ive s , personal and s o c i a l development of members; and 
communal re la t ionsh ips . I t was a period of planning and construction of new f a c i l i t i e s , 
including modern Center bui ld ings , country day camp s i t e s and new res ident camps. I t 
was also a time of heightened pro fe s s iona l i za t ion of s t a f f , with greater r e l i a n c e 
placed on the methods of s o c i a l group work and of s p e c i a l i z e d f i e l d s of education in 
helping people toward s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n . . . 

Fundamental to the evolvement of an i n s t i t u t i o n dedicated to s o c i a l advancement 
i s the establishment of c l ear ly defined assumptions from which the organization de-
r ives i t s purposes and goa l s , i t s pr inc ip les of programming and i t s c r i t e r i a for 
service . . . 

These can b r i e f l y be summarized as fo l lows: 

1. The Jewish Community Center seeks t o provide opportunit ies for Jewish i n d i -
viduals to use a portion of the i r constantly expanding hours freo from economic 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in ways that are s a t i s f y i n g and at the same time help them to 
achieve personal i ty growth, meaningful Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and s o c i a l e f f e c -
t iveness . The Center recognized that such modern factors as shorter work weeks 
and increased longevity add to the c r i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the use of l e i s u r e 
for both the individual and the community. 

2. The Jewish Community Center accepts the individual in i t s program at the 
point of h i s development and at the l eve l of h i s i n t e r e s t s and needs. The s k i l l 
the Center seeks to apply i s to help the individual widen h i s horizons , broaden 
h i s i n t e r e s t s and improve h i s s o c i a l funct ioning as a person, a Jew and as an 
American c i t i z e n . 

3. The Center seeks to guide the experience of groups to help t h e i r members 
as individuals gain from the experience. I t s aim a lso i s t o help the group as 
a whole to enhance i t s functioning s o c i a l l y and c u l t u r a l l y , and to enable i t 
to i n t e r - a c t e f f e c t i v e l y with other Jewish and general groups in behalf of the 
common good. 

4. The Jewish Community Center endeavors t o help Jewish indiv iduals to value 
the ir i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with the Jewish group, to respect members of other groups, 
t o par t i c ipate e f f e c t i v e l y as individuals in broad communal endeavors, and, as 
members of a Jewish group, t o col laborate with other groups in serving s o c i e t y . 

5. The Jewish Community Center serves as a meeting ground where Jewish ind iv idua l s 
and groups may express the ir d i f f e r e n t as wel l as common i n t e r e s t s , and where 
they are encouraged t o work together in behalf of the good of a l l . The Center 
seeks to express the harmony between being Jewish and being American, and to give 
expression to the philosophy of "unity in d ivers i ty" . . . 
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I t i s true that quant i tat ive measurement alone i s not a true yardstick of the 
health of an i n s t i t u t i o n . Yet, dimensions of s i z e are, in themselves, reveal ing . . . 

The f a c t that the Jewish Community Center movement has experienced i t s greatest 
growth during the past decade and h a l f has part icular s i g n i f i c a n c e for the subject at 
hand. I t means that more than 700,000 men, women and children are i d e n t i f i e d with a 
Jewish agency out of choice . I t means that in smaller and intermediate c i t i e s , 50 
t o 80 per cent or more of the Jewish population hold membership in the Center, and 
that the percentage of a f f i l i a t i o n in the larger c i t i e s climbs as f a c i l i t i e s and ser -
v i c e s are expanded. The membership i s composed of about 225,000 boys and g i r l s 14 
years of age and under, 110,000 teenagers and young adults up to 25 years of age, and 
more than 320,000 adul ts , including a growing proportion of persons 65 years of age 
and over . . . 

The very growth in membership and usage of the Jewish Community Center requires 
that i t be recognized as a s i g n i f i c a n t expression of Jewish l i v i n g . In a Jewish com-
munity, where denominational, cul tural and s o c i a l fragmentation i s an inherent charac-
t e r i s t i c , a common meeting place for a substant ia l proportion of the population has 
obvious meaning. 

A th ird major inf luence on the character of the Center as an expression of s i g -
n i f i c a n t Jewish group l i v i n g i s the continuing s e l f - a p p r a i s a l of profess iona l workers 
regarding t h e i r personal as wel l as profess ional convict ions . . . 

At recent JWB in - serv i ce tra ining i n s t i t u t e s and consul tat ions , workers have 
frankly examined the s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e i r own a t t i tudes as Jews in t h e i r ro le as 
workers. Jewish values which can readi ly be given expression through the Center pro-
gram are a current focus of t h e i r a t tent ion . They have recognized that Jewish know-
ledge and an understanding of the Jewish community are e s s e n t i a l to e f f e c t i v e Center 
work and are increas ingly ava i l ing themselves of opportunit ies for deepening t h e i r 
education in t h i s regard. 

I t i s c l ear from trends already analyzed herein that the Jewish Community Center 
has matured in i t s understanding of i t s ro le as an i n s t i t u t i o n having a broad com-
munity r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . As a tra in ing ground for leadership, i t s goal i s not the 
development of leaders for the Center alone, but for the t o t a l community . . . 

The a s se t s recorded above are a firm foundation upon which the Jewish Commu-
n i t y Center movement can continue to bui ld . I f i t i s to f u l f i l l i t s promise as a 
vigorous expression of a v i t a l Jewish community, the movement must confront and cope 
s u c c e s s f u l l y with several major chal lenges . 

The Jewish Community Center has long asserted i t s common cause with the syna-
gogue and the Jewish school in pursuing the object ives of enriching Jewish l i v i n g and 
assuring the creat ive survival of Jewish group l i f e in America. In i t s wish, how-
ever , t o protect the philosophy of serving as a common meeting place for a l l Jews 
regardless of t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n , or a f f i l i a t i o n with, r e l i g i o u s Judaism, the Center 
f i e l d u n t i l recent ly has not probed t o the f u l l depth of i t s commitment t o Judaism. 
I t i s true , of course, that volunteer and profess ional leaders are reexamining the 
ro le of the Center in awakening a consciousness of Jewish va lues . This must, how-
ever , be viewed as only a beginning . . . 

What i s the Jewish Community Center's ro le in Judaism? I t i s true that the 
Center i s not concerned primarily and d i r e c t l y with theo log ica l and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
matters . Neither i s i t primarily responsible for formal ins truct ion in the teachings 
of Judaism or in the forms of worship. I t i s secular in the sense that i t i s not a 
house of worship. Yet, i t cannot view i t s e l f as anything l e s s than an instrument of 
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Judaism, sharing a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y with other i n s t i t u t i o n s to help Jewish people to a 
meaningful, a c t i v e assoc ia t ion with the sources and s i g n i f i c a n c e of Judaism in a l l 
of i t s aspects . Beyond serving the s o c i a l , cu l tura l and recreat ional needs of the 
Jewish people , the Center must help create an American Jewish community founded on 
understanding and pract i ce of Judaism. 

Only through the convict ion , enthusiasm, behavior and understanding of i t s lead-
ers , lay and p r o f e s s i o n a l , can the Center f u l f i l l t h i s r o l e . Leadership, for example, 
that i s concerned with the enhancement of the Sabbath, rather than with i t s a b o l i -
t i o n , w i l l perforce approach the matter of Center programming on that day in terms o f 
the p o s i t i v e contribution that the Center can make t o the s p i r i t of the day. Such 
understanding and convict ion can derive only from deepened knowledge of Jewish h i s -
tory and of the backgrounds of Judaism . . . 

Knowledge and appreciation of Judaism are fundamental to the recognit ion and ac-
ceptance of Jewish values and t o the success fu l pursuit of a Jewish purpose for 
these t imes. Hie Center, through i t s program, must create an atmosphere in which 
such appreciation can thr ive and through i t s leadership i t must convey i n s p i r a t i o n , 
example and guidance. 

There are two pr inc ipal implicat ions of t h i s challenge for the program of the 
Center: 

a. The program must address i t s e l f to s t imulat ing a seeking f o r a deeper know-
ledge of Judaism . . . In programming t o t h i s end, rabbis and educators, and 
the i n s t i t u t i o n s they represent , are valuable resources . 

b. The program must contribute to an American Jewish cul tural renaissance . . . 
The Center must view i t s e l f as a laboratory where the arts can get f u l l 
expression and as a workshop for s t imulat ing cu l tura l c r e a t i v i t y . 

Closely re la ted to deepening the commitment to Judaism i s the need to def ine more 
c l ear ly the goals of the Center's work with each age group. We are much more know-
ledgeable regarding the importance of s t a r t i n g our programming with people at the 
point of t h e i r i n t e r e s t than we are in respect t o the des t inat ion we can reasonably 
expect them to reach . . . 

Recent research conducted by JWB and others ind ica tes that groups are readier t o 
par t i c ipa te in s e t t i n g goals and to receive guidance in t h e i r achievement than has 
general ly been assumed. When, for example, the goals for work with a teenage club 
are c l ear ly def ined to provide a s i g n i f i c a n t experience and consequent b e t t e r appre-
c ia t ion of cooperation with other groups, the year ' s a c t i v i t y of the group takes on 
r icher meaning and the r e s u l t s can be evaluated much more p r e c i s e l y than i s p o s s i b l e 
against more general ized object ives . . . 

I t can be ant ic ipated that young adults w i l l require much more s erv i ce from 
Centers than heretofore . The increase in the b ir thrate which became sharply acce l er -
ated in the 1940's i s now resu l t ing in a s i zeab le growth i n the numbers of young 
adults 18-25 years of age. Programming for t h i s age group i s far from a simple 
matter . . . To serve t h i s age group s i g n i f i c a n t l y . Centers must f i r s t become more 
knowledgeable through research of the needs, i n t e r e s t s and concerns of young adu l t s , 
and second, e s t a b l i s h achievable program goals t o serve as ends in working with t h i s 
group. 

Research i s e s s e n t i a l to enable the deepening of the qua l i ty of Center program-
ming to meet the needs and i n t e r e s t s of a l l age groups in the Center. The i d e n t i f i -
cation of goals of Center work with people of various ages merits a high p r i o r i t y in 
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the tasks of the f i e l d . These must take in to account both individual and community 
needs re lated to the broader object ives of the Jewish Community Center f i e l d . 

A major challenge we confront i s to c l a r i f y , more than we have ye t been able t o , 
the nation-wide and internat ional character of a Jewish Community Center movement which 
i s united in purpose and fe l lowship . Obstacles have included our own reluctance to 
bespeak the e s s e n t i a l i t y of the Center as a Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n and our ambivalence in 
regard to def ining the Center as a serv ice or as a movement. 

The f i r s t of these obstacles has been subs tant ia l l y removed by the maturation 
of the Center f i e l d , phys ica l ly and ph i losophica l ly , over the past few decades, as 
described e a r l i e r in t h i s presentat ion; the vigorous growth of the Center f i e l d has 
contributed to greater se l f -awareness by Center and community leaders of the poten-
t i a l represented by the Center. The second continues to require our at tent ion . . . 

Center work must put i t s years of ambivalence behind i t and must stand f irmly 
on both ground p i l l a r s of cause and funct ion. Zeal and s k i l l need not be contradic-
t i o n s . The Jewish Community Center movement must not fear t o declare i t s e l f as one 
of the for t re s se s of Judaism. Just as the Jewish community of America i s only one 
branch of the Jewish people of the world, so must the Centers in the United States 
view themselves as one with the YMHAs and Centers in other lands, contributing to a 
meaningful dest iny for a l l of Jewry, with the unity expressed through communication, 
ass i s tance and programming . . . 

The Center f i e l d must examine deeply i t s movement character, both as th i s can 
contribute to the strengthening of the Center as an i n s t i t u t i o n and as i t can have 
meaning for the program for the various age groups who make up i t s const i tuency. 

Thus, the Jewish Community Center confronts an era which provides i t with i t s 
r i ches t opportunity to contribute to a v i t a l Jewish community l i f e in America. To 
make t h i s contribution, i t must recognize the r e a l i t i e s of change in the conditions 
of American l i f e and of world Jewry over the past several decades. The transforma-
t ion has been contributed to by war and d i s a s t e r , by population, economic and s o c i a l 
mobi l i ty , by the emergence of a subs tant ia l ly native-born American Jewry, and by the 
anx ie t i e s created by a world that i s in a s t a t e of ne i ther war nor peace. 

These condit ions place a heavier burden on Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s to serve as but-
t r e s s e s and bulwarks of Jewish communal l i f e . I n s t i t u t i o n s must, therefore , under-
take a radical reappraisal of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , functions and qual i ty of work. 

HERBERT MILLMAN 

SHALL JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS CONTINUE TO SERVE the old object ives but seek a 
new c l i e n t e l e among non-Jews, among new immigrants? Some would argue in the aff irma-
t i v e . But why should Jews segregate themselves in such e f f o r t s on behalf of the l e s s 
pr iv i l eged in soc ie ty? Why not work together with Americans of other f a i t h s for so 
general a purpose? Moreover, are Jewish communal funds so p l e n t i f u l that they can 
be expended for such a purpose, when other purposes serving Jewish ends are not 
being met? And would such a program under such circumstances receive the endorse-
ment of the Jewish publ ic contributing the funds? 

This writer would argue that the ends of the Jewish Community Centers must now 
be restudied and redefined as the strengthening of the Jewish consciousness of the in -
dividual Jews as expressed in r e l i g i o u s , educational and cul tural terms. Of course, 
t h i s would a l so mean the strengthening of the Jewish group, but the i n i t i a l s t r e s s 
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here i s upon the individual Jew. Together with the synagogue and the Jewish school 
and t h e i r extension a c t i v i t i e s , the Jewish Community Center can become an instrument 
for Jewish s u r v i v a l . I t s va lues , l i k e those of the synagogue and r e l i g i o u s schoo l , 
can be s p e l l e d out in an even greater way. I t can be not only a means for Jews t o 
survive as Jews and t o perpetuate whatever Jewishness they now p o s s e s s . I t can do 
more. I t can be a means for teaching Jewish va lues , for incu lca t ing Jewish stand-
ards, for insp ir ing a love for Jewish learning and a reverence for Jewish b e l i e f and 
pract ice f o r s t imulat ing the w i l l t o guide one's l i f e by Jewish e t h i c a l and moral 
c r i t e r i a . I t can help the individual f ind himself as a Jew who w i l l r e j o i c e in a 
Judaism that has become meaningful for him, lending s i g n i f i c a n c e to h i s l i v i n g and 
stature and digni ty to h i s i n d i v i d u a l i t y , and binding him a l l the more c l o s e l y t o 
h i s f e l low Jews. 

Some w i l l ask: Is t h i s not the task of the synagogue? Should not such ends be 
served by the r e l i g i o u s school? Of course, the answer in both instances i s in the 
a f f i rmat ive . But they serve these ends each in i t s own way; the Y or Center can do 
i t in s t i l l another way. To begin with, the notion must be la id to r e s t that a group 
work agency must only react to the democratically expressed des ires o f the group — 
that in the long run, t h i s i s what i s bes t f or the group. This i s no dogma revealed 
by Moses on S i n a i ' s peak. The group i s no more than a c o l l e c t i o n of ind iv idua l s . 
Individuals have a yetzer hatovj they a l so have a yetzer hara and the r e a l i t y of 
the impulse for e v i l must be reckoned with. A group need not be inner-directed only . 
I t s democratically expressed des ires are assuredly to be considered. But they need 
not be the only nor n e c e s s a r i l y the dec i s ive f a c t o r . We Jews b e l i e v e that we do not 
begin afresh with each generation. We have a body of s p i r i t u a l i n s i g h t s about God, 
man and the universe and t h e i r i n t e r r e l a t i o n that ought t o inform the thinking and 
doing of the Jewish individual and the Jewish group. The Jewish group should be 
outer-d irected , in t h i s sense , and Jewish r e l i g i o u s , educational and cul tural values 
should consciously be brought to bear upon group work in a Jewish Community Center. 

Such expressions of opinion about the ends to be served by Centers are predicated 
upon the convict ion that r e l i g i o n , however def ined, i s the primary aspect of Judaism. 
By i t , Judaism and Jewish group a f f i l i a t i o n w i l l be characterized by Americans, both 
non-Jewish and Jewish. Through i t , Judaism and Jews, as a d i s t i n c t group, w i l l con-
t inue t o l i v e in t h i s country . . . 

The congregation in America i s and w i l l increas ing ly become the f o c a l center of 
Jewish l o y a l t i e s and the primary instrumental i ty f or Jewish survival in t h i s country. 
I t? profess iona l and lay leaders are more and more the products of t h i s country and 
see the need for adapting the synagogue and i t s program to the needs of both p lace 
and era , as Jewish c i v i l i z a t i o n in i t s evolving career moves from s t i l l another h i s -
tor i ca l phase of t rans i t i on in to i t s American period . . . 

But rabbis seek no monopoly on r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t y , nor w i l l the congregation be 
averse t o sharing i t s concern for the r e l i g i o u s and educational needs of the Jewish 
community. Let the Jewish Community Center express i t s des ire t o move in such a d i rec -
t i o n , and i t w i l l be welcomed as a partner that can be markedly e f f e c t i v e . Through 
the lec ture platform, the study course, the music, dance and arts programs, through 
club programming, the l ibrary and in the general atmosphere of a Jewish Community 
Center, the r e l i g i o u s consciousness of individual Jews can be strengthened. 

The Center has an opportunity to bring Judaism to those u n a f f i l i a t e d with syna-
gogues as we l l as to supplement that which the synagogue program o f f e r s i t s adherents. 
There w i l l always be varying i n t e n s i t i e s of Jewish l o y a l t y . None i s t o be shrugged 
o f f . The more that can be o f f ered Jews under a l l pos s ib l e r o o f s , the b e t t e r . I f 
a Center des ires t o sponsor r e l i g i o u s s erv i ce s or a Hebrew school or both, i t should 
be encouraged. Such a c t i v i t i e s , valuable in themselves, w i l l most l i k e l y in f luence 
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the other a c t i v i t i e s in the Center as w e l l . Recognizing the character of the emerg-
ing American Jewish community, the Center must stand foursquare for Jewish commitment. 

A harmonious t r i o of synagogue, r e l i g i o u s school and Jewish Community Center can 
together serve the end of s a n c t i f y i n g the l i f e of the Jew and h i s community. 

JUDAH NADICH 

THE MOST ELEMENTARY CONSIDERATION for our purposes i s that the Jewish Community 
Center, or even the community organization, i s not a s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l i g i o u s i n s t i -
t u t i o n . The Center was, never the le s s , from the beginning deeply committed t o cu l -
tural and educational funct ions . When the sett lement house movement and the Jewish 
Community Center movement were most t ru ly a cause whose prac t i t ioners were enthu-
s i a s t s , they were committed most c l ear ly t o wel l -def ined long-range educational aims. 
The cause of Americanization, which inspired the Jewish sett lement house movement, i s 
p o i n t l e s s in a generation so f u l l y acculturated as the present; and i t o f f e r s no jus -
t i f i c a t i o n for fo s t er ing our d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s and segregat ion. The cause of a 
democratically control led and comprehensively integrated Jewish community organiza-
t ion on the other hand, i s cer ta in ly compatible with the d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s of the Jews 
in America; i t i s , in f a c t , an outgrowth of the doctrine of Jewish "survivalism." 
But i t lacks a c lear connection with Jewish r e l i g i o n , and, f a i l i n g t h i s , has not been 
very succes s fu l in formulating a convincing ra t iona le , acceptable to Americans as a 
publ ic j u s t i f i c a t i o n for the d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s i t wishes to preserve . . . 

But a movement which was once a cause dec l ines not only when i t s c l i e n t e l e i s 
reduced; i t considers i t s e l f in decl ine when i t i s reduced merely to a funct ion. I t 
i s not so much in decl ine as in c r i s i s when that funct ion, instead of being a routine 
r e a l i z a t i o n of the cause which once evoked enthusiasm, i s unrelated to the cause or 
in c o n f l i c t with i t . This i s the case in the Jewish Community Center movement. The 
or ig ina l cause to which the sett lement house was dedicated, t o educate immigrants 
towards Americanization, i s in c o n f l i c t with a c t i v i t i e s whose function i t i s to adjust 
Jews to t h e i r segregat ion. The cause which l a t er gained the a l leg iance of Center 
workers, t o integrate the Jewish community around i t s own d i s t i n c t i v e va lues , i s not 
served but only evaded by equal , or more than equal, but separate Center a c t i v i t i e s 
p a r a l l e l in every way to those of non-Jews in the ir own centers . I f t h i s i s unsa t i s -
factory to the Center workers today, i t may wel l be that they ant ic ipate or r e f l e c t a 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n that could grow and become apparent in the membership as w e l l . 

I f the Center movement i s to become a cause again, with elan and convict ion, 
then i t must accept an e x p l i c i t commitment to Judaism in some form. Only such a 
commitment can produce a j u s t i f i c a t i o n for our present segregation acceptable t o 
Americans, Jewish and non-Jewish a l i k e . The question i s what form of Judaism can 
hope t o command an e x p l i c i t commitment on the part of the Center movement as a whole 
or even insp ire enthusiasm as something s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f i e d with t h i s kind of 
i n s t i t u t i o n . . . 

The cruc ia l question i s whether there i s any substant ia l number of members who 
are committed t o the Center as such and i d e n t i f y themselves with t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n 
rather than the synagogue as t h e i r own expression of Judaism. I f there i s such a 
group, then i t must cons i s t of people who r e j e c t the claim of any part icu lar type of 
synagogue, or perhaps even of a l l together, t o represent the so le authentic form of 
Judaism. Let us consider t h i s p o s i t i o n . I t i s not a very popular one today. But 
i t i s a pos i t ion that quite c l e a r l y has s p e c i f i c relevance for the Jewish Community 
Center and community organization movement. I t was a d i s t i n c t ideo log ica l pos i t i on 
in the past and i s i d e o l o g i c a l l y defens ib le today. I t goes counter to the s tereotypes 
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commonly accepted today in America, Jewish as wel l as non-Jewish, f or l e g i t i m i z i n g 
Jewish d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . Any movement which committed i t s e l f to t h i s view would soon 
run into the rough edges of re j ec t ion by the environment, and might have to develop 
quickly a firm and vigorous react ion in s e l f - d e f e n s e — that i s a movement elan. 

I t i s a view, above a l l , which i s in accord with the f a c t s of the contemporary 
Jewish s i t u a t i o n . The i d e o l o g i s t s of the synagogue as the b e - a l l and end-a l l of 
American Jewish l i f e a l l have one major t h e o r e t i c a l d i f f i c u l t y in construct ing t h e i r 
doctr ines . They must argue not only that the synagogue i s the central Jewish i n s t i -
tut ion but that in pr inc ip l e i t i s the i n s t i t u t i o n which l eg i t imate ly def ines who i s 
a Jew. None of them can deny that there are American Jews, in substant ia l numbers, 
who do not belong to any synagogue at a l l , l e t alone the par t i cu lar type of synagogue 
which they represent . They are consequently forced t o divide Jews i n t o ca tegor i e s : i.1 1 — ״ — !1 — גit — ,1 1וו״ :-*— — גוז Tו־* ״..״— J liib cure cuiu uio ponpuoi^ , LUC aubueii l i t tuiu 111c x ״ u c i u a i <jcn3, wic re a J. ana une 
nominal Jews, the "Torah-true" and "poshei -Yisrael ." Only an ideology which denied 
that the synagogue i s the b e - a l l and the end-a l l of American Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
could end t h i s discrimination between f i r s t - and second-c lass Jews and face without 
i n t e l l e c t u a l embarrassment the s i t u a t i o n that ac tua l ly e x i s t s in our community. 

Such a view f i t s natura l ly the present condit ion and funct ions of the Jewish Com-
munity Center movement in American Jewry. I־c i s p r a c t i c a l l y wait ing t o be picked up. 
To do so would, of course, be such a c lear challenge to other ideo log ie s preva i l ing 
among us that i t would mean declaring onese l f for a c l e a r , part isan cause in American 
Jewish l i f e , no matter how t a c t f u l l y and t o l e r a n t l y the challenge were made. There 
can be no doubt, of course, that advocacy of the cause of the t o t a l community by 
Center workers would be both t a c t f u l and to l erant of other views . . . 

Let me assume without argument that the recreat ional a c t i v i t i e s and group therapy 
or counseling funct ions of the Centers, whereby personal adjustment i s furthered 
through the medium of primary group r e l a t i o n s h i p s , are i rre levant for our purposes. 
That Jewish r i t u a l and f o l k l o r e , I s r a e l i songs and dances, and the general c u l t i v a -
t ion of Jewish "belongingness" are now increas ing ly recognized as appropriate t ech-
niques of group work pract ice i s a s ign of the t imes. I t shows a w i l l ingnes s o f the 
profess ion t o i d e n t i f y with some form of Judaism. But what i s needed i s a c l e a r a r t i -
culat ion of the s p e c i f i c form of Judaism with which the Center movement as such can 
i d e n t i f y i t s e l f , which i t can defend as i t s own cause. I f t h i s i s once c l e a r l y de-
f ined , the e f f e c t may become evident in a l l the s p e c i a l group work a c t i v i t i e s re ferred 
to , but they are not the proper medium whereby t o def ine the cause . . . 

The Centers could and should make themselves the forums for study and d i scuss ion 
of a l l the open cu l tura l i s sues that face the Jewish community throughout the d i sper-
s ion . To do so means to a s ser t the equal r ights to be heard of a l l views concerning 
the values of Jewish culture that express our inherent a l i enat ion and not j u s t our 
l ong - la s t ing sec lus ion from non-Jewish values; and i t a l so means i m p l i c i t l y t o as -
s e r t the equal r ight s - to -be long of Jews of a l l opinions, whatever the denomination 
they adhere to or the d i s b e l i e f they p r o f e s s , so long as they accept the condit ions 
which make poss ib l e a Jewish consensus. 

This , i t seems t o me, i s an a t t i tude which could serve as the r a l l y i n g point of 
a cause; which, in f a c t , i m p l i c i t l y def ines a cause as soon as i t i s taken s e r i o u s l y . 
To provide a forum for the ar t i cu la t i on of t h i s a t t i tude would mean for the Centers 
devoting themselves to new funct ions , or great ly expanding the range and r a i s i n g the 
s i gh t s of functions they now e x e r c i s e . I t would give them something s p e c i f i c as we l l 
as s i g n i f i c a n t to contribute t o the opening up of Judaism and i t s reor ientat ion to a 
ro le of c lose involvement with the non-Jewish world; f or ne i ther the Hebrew schools 
nor the synagogues can be expected to give unres tr ic ted a t tent ion to a l l v a r i e t i e s 
of the Jewish s truggle to l i v e at home in a wide-open world, l e t alone make t h i s t h e i r 
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primary cul tural concern. 

In sum, i t would give the Centers, the Center workers, and the Center membership 
a t i t l e to represent a s p e c i f i c cause in re la t ion to the future development of Jewish 
cul ture . The new ro le which, as we have seen, the Jewish community organization must 
take in the promotion of Jewish education and cul ture , unless i t i s to become merely 
one of d i s t r ibut ing funds, requires a group of men — a cadre, as the expression goes — 
of leaders and supporters, conscious of the s p e c i f i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the community 
as such, and not j u s t of the denominations, in t h i s f i e l d . Merely carrying out par-
t i c u l a r tasks as they ar i s e w i l l not provide such a s e l f - c o n s c i o u s group. To produce 
i t , t o create the atmosphere in which c o l l e c t i v e se l f - educat ion for t h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
can be accomplished, i s a task for which the Center movement i s the appropriate ins tru-
ment. 

BEN HALPERN 

I SHOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST WHAT MAY SEEM A HERETICAL NOTION on both s ides of the 
fence , that the s o c i a l worker and youth leader must become "lay rabbis ." This propos-
al should r e a l l y be a tautology, s ince the rabbi, tinlike h i s Christian counterpart, 
has h i s t o r i c a l l y been a layman, d is t inguished only by the greater measure of h i s 
Jewish learning. I f I may press on t o another heresy, I b e l i e v e that the youth leader 
and the s o c i a l worker can, in several re spec t s , be more e f f e c t i v e than the contem-
porary rabbi in winning youth to Jewish commitment. Indeed, every s incere worker 
has an obl igat ion t o recrui t young people for Jewish s erv i ce . In the f i r s t ins tance , 
group workers are not hampered by the denominational d iv i s ions which plague adult 
Jewish l i f e and which, e s p e c i a l l y at the youth l e v e l , appear to be of secondary s i g -
n i f i c a n c e . In the second, the aura of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l s t a t u s , which inev i tab ly en-
velops the rabbi in our "three major fa i th" cul ture , o f ten creates a chasm between 
the rabbi and youth which not a l l rabbis are capable of overcoming. Youth leaders 
can bring t o t h i s task a refreshing absence of e c c l e s i a s t i c i s m and denominational 
l o y a l t y , an openness to problems and challenges and a wi l l ingness to experiment with 
new forms that are a l l too o f ten lacking in the "Establishment." 

F ina l ly , the rabbi 's manifold a c t i v i t i e s leave him too l i t t l e l e i sure or energy 
for these personal re la t ionsh ips , however eager he i s to e s t a b l i s h such contacts . 
I am suggest ing that the youth worker should therefore be pre-eminently a teacher of 
Jewish values and an advocate of Jewish l i v i n g , u t i l i z i n g the non-formal, voluntary 
s e t t i n g of a club room, the camp, the Center. 

I should l i k e t o add that t h i s transformation of function w i l l be of the great-
e s t b e n e f i t t o the s o c i a l worker as wel l as t o the Jewish cause. Careful surveys 
have indicated that the b igges t problem of the Jewish Community Center today i s the 
continuous dec l ine in membership of the young people between the ages of 18 and 24. 
Since 1947, young adult members have dropped from 23 per cent of the t o t a l Center mem-
bership in the United States t o l e s s than 6 per cent . In 1947, there were approxi-
mately 105,340 Center members in t h i s age category. Within ten years t h e i r number 
declined t o approximately 34,600. Undoubtedly many factors enter into the p ic ture . 
Nevertheless , on the bas i s of these f igures as well as from my own experience with 
group work among chi ldren, young people and adul ts , extending over three decades 
and more, I be l i eve that t h i s dec l ine in a f f i l i a t i o n demonstrates that a s t r i c t l y 
recreat ional program i s i n s u f f i c i e n t to maintain the loya l ty and part ic ipat ion of 
youth. Recreation i s today avai lable in many sectors of American l i f e , and the Jew-
i s h Community Center cannot compete with more a t t rac t ive auspices that make l e s s 
demands upon our young people — i f a l l we o f f e r i s "a good time." 
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In the decade and more s ince the Janowsky Report, the Jewish Community Center 
movement has become increas ingly aware of t h i s t ru th . What i s even more s i g n i f i c a n t , 
the Jewish Community Centers have, by and large , recognized that t h e i r primary raison 
d'etre i s the bui ld ing of Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n through meaningful Jewish experiences 
for t h e i r youth and adult membership. Nevertheless , much more remains t o be achieved 
in t rans la t ing t h i s recognit ion in to concrete programs. 

Moreover, a tendency s t i l l p e r s i s t s in some quarters t o convert our Jewish Com-
munity Centers i n t o "non-sectarian" community centers which w i l l be supported by 
Jewish funds and w i l l o s tens ib ly serve the ent ire community. Where t h i s i s not a 
t rans i tory phenomenon in a changing area, I regard t h i s as a counsel of desperation, 
which i s doomed to f a i l u r e i f i t succeeds. There i s a world of d i f f erence between 
a Jewish Community Center, where non-Jews are s incere ly welcomed at s p e c i f i c func-
t ions as gues t s , and community centers where non-Jews are o f f i c i a l l y members of the 
i n s t i t u t i o n . I n s t i t u t i o n s of the l a t t e r type can succeed only in achieving the t o t a l 
denudation of Jewish values for the majority of Jews whom they serve , and the acce lera-
t ion of the process of intermarriage among Jewish youth. 

There i s a l s o another consideration of far-reaching importance involved. When 
Jews band together for non-Jewish purposes, simply because some people of i l l - w i l l 
and narrow v i s i o n exclude them from t h e i r gatherings , they are bui ld ing a ghetto . 
When Jews un i t e for s p e c i f i c Jewish purposes, they are not creat ing a ghetto but a 
voluntary as soc ia t ion for the enrichment of some aspect of l i f e , l i k e the members of 
a symphony orchestra, a theater group or an art league. I t i s paradoxical but true 
that here de-Judaization means ghet to izat ion . . . 

For youth leaders and s o c i a l workers to be able to contribute to the ends we 
have indicated , they must undertake a program of l i f e - l o n g Jewish s e l f - e d u c a t i o n . 
This i s true no matter how minimal or extens ive t h e i r Jewish tra in ing may have been 
during t h e i r ear ly years . The Hebrew language i s far more than a garment for the 
Jewish s p i r i t in i t s vocabulary as we l l as in i t s l i t e r a t u r e . Hence a knowledge of 
Hebrew, indeed a constantly growing knowledge, should become part and parcel of the 
group worker's i n t e l l e c t u a l equipment. Yet indispensable as Hebrew i s , i t i s true 
that today a de ta i l ed knowledge of Jewish culture and a genuine appreciation of Jew-
i sh r e l i g i o u s and e t h i c a l values can be achieved from books in Engl ish. Three decades 
ago t h i s was not the case. Today, Judaica in English af ford everyone the means of 
acquiring a meaningful Jewish cul tural background. 

Perhaps another heresy w i l l be pardoned along with the others . Today s t r e s s i s 
being placed on Jewish songs, arts and c r a f t s , and dancing as instruments of Jewish 
s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n . I y i e l d t o no man in my love for these 
manifestat ions of the Jewish s p i r i t . Yet h i s t o r i c a l l y , Jews have been "the people of 
the Book" — and i t i s in l i t e r a t u r e , in the wri t ten word, that the Jewish s p i r i t has 
found i t s primary expression. I suspect that the r e l a t i v e popularity of the non-
l i t e r a r y arts i s not unrelated to the popularity of "non-books" and t e l e v i s i o n in an 
age where genuine reading i s f a s t becoming a l o s t art . . . 

In urging a deeper absorption in Judaism for the Jewish group worker, I do not 
mean to imply he must neces sar i l y accept any of the preva i l ing r e l i g i o u s interpre-
ta t ions of Judaism. To be sure, t h i s would give him a locus standi of the grea te s t 
worth, i f i t i s accompanied by a genuine openness and tolerance of view. The goal I 
have envisaged does imply a p o s i t i v e commitment t o the worthwhileness of the Jewish 
t rad i t ion as a source of guidance i f not of governance, of i n s p i r a t i o n , i f not of 
d irec t ion . 

Let me not be misunderstood. I am not proposing a downgrading of the recrea-
t i o n a l aspects of youth and s o c i a l work. Quite the contrary. I t was a heal thy 
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impulse, the i n s t i n c t of s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n , which led the Jewish community t o bui ld 
Jewish Community Centers across the land and abroad, so that young people might have 
f a c i l i t i e s f or recreat ion with those of t h e i r own background and share pleasurable 
experiences in a wholesome Jewish environment. To st imulate fr iendship and love 
among Jewish young men and women i s a p o s i t i v e goal of the h ighest importance, for 
which the Jewish Community Center and the youth worker deserves the h ighest commenda-
t i o n . The forms of Jewish l i f e may change, but the ro le of the Shadchan i s indispen-
sable forever . 

ROBERT GORDIS 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS IN AMERICA CONTINUE TO BE PLAGUED by a broad sec t ion of 
i n f l u e n t i a l leadership who i n s i s t that i t i s b a s i c a l l y a s o c i a l work and s o c i a l action 
serv ice wrapped up in a f inanc ia l and f l imsy , sentimental t i s sue of Jewishness. This 
pos i t i on i s countered by an aboriginal or be la ted ly converted group of Jewish com-
munal servants , who i n s i s t , at times t imid ly , but now more s t r i d e n t l y , that Centers 
have h i s t o r i c a l l y been or must now prec ip i tous ly become unequivocal instruments for 
the education of a l l Jews who e l e c t to l i v e as Jews in the ever-encroaching non-
Jewish world . . . 

The Jewish Community Center of America might be paraphrased as an i n s t i t u t i o n 
which attempts to be everything (recreat ion, l e i sure time, informal education, s o c i a l 
work, s o c i a l ac t ion , e t c . ) except an avowedly Jewish educational organization, which 
would constantly bare i t s p e r s i s t e n t , inner and ineradicable Judaic character . . . 

Perhaps the time has come, as the Center confronts the widespread, s t i l l numer-
i c a l l y large th ird and fourth Jewish generations (now that demographers estimate that 
nearly 80 per cent of Jewry are American-born) for i t t o abandon a l l pretense and 
assume i t s task as a f u l l - f l e d g e d Jewish educational force . . . 

Specht, in h i s recent study of Jewish young adults . . . c l ear ly avers the un-
fortunate impact of s o c i a l work (and more par t i cu lar ly soc ia l group work) on the Jew-
i sh young adult in our YM-YWHAs. (There i s even a h int that i t may have an equally 
de le ter ious e f f e c t on teenagers . ) That we have l o s t t h i s age group we have known for 
a long time and t h i s i s t rag i c to r e c a l l . But the profess ional inepti tude in both 
analyzing the requirements of the young adult as wel l as in programming for him bor-
ders on the scandalous. We neglected the g i f t e d to cater almost exc lus ive ly to the 
"under pr iv i l eged ," because workers in f u l f i l l m e n t of the i r s o c i a l work mission f e l t 
impelled to ministrate primarily to the l e a s t able . We probed the i r internal l i f e on 
the theory that a l l were s o c i a l l y or emotionally s i c k , when what they needed mostly 
was broader contacts . We ignored t h e i r natural i n t e r e s t s in courtship and mobil i ty 
t o s t r a i t - j a c k e t them into our narrow conception of small group, intra-mural assoc ia -
t i o n . We interpreted t h e i r apathy to cultural a c t i v i t y as normal, when what they 
hungered for was a d i f f e r e n t kind of i n t e l l e c t u a l s t imulat ion. 

We treated them as individuals thoroughly integrated into American s o c i e t y , in -
s tead of recognizing that they wanted to remain Jews and what they were searching for 
was knowledge and d e f i n i t i o n s that would have made t h e i r Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n l e s s 
s u p e r f i c i a l and t h e i r Jewish commitment more act ional . . . 

The Jewish Community Center must reenforce the Jewish home by encouraging pos t -
Bar Mitzvah Jewish education on a secondary high school l e v e l . What most synagogues 
cannot a f ford , even i f they were genuinely in teres ted , the Center might provide with 
communal a s s i s t a n c e . Along with i t s d i f f e r e n t and a t t rac t ive physical s e t t i n g , i t 
would bring together boys and g i r l s from d i f f e r e n t types of Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s , even 
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those who have bene f i t ed from denominational synagogues. Some w i l l obviously remain 
with synagogues — and they should to insure the individual synagogue's own future as 
wel l as t o develop more leadership for the general Jewish community. The as soc ia t ion 
in the Center, which up t o now has been primarily s o c i a l and not educat ional , must 
approach our youth in depth. Heretofore, in depth has been large ly in the s p i r i t 
of s o c i a l work inquiry and not t o further t h e i r own or our Jewish o b j e c t i v e s . Our 
youth are not a l l so s ick as to require t h i s kind of treatment. Our lower personal 
and s o c i a l pathologica l indices in a l l psychological and s o c i o l o g i c a l s tud ies have 
repeatedly borne that out . But what our young people require i s an in tens ive exposure 
to a Jewish leadership that has knowledge, s ta tus and in f luence in American s o c i e t y . 
I question whether that has been given to them at a l l or in any cons i s t ent fashion. 

In formal c l a s s e s , in spec ia l group a c t i v i t i e s , in planned t r i p s , in summer 
resident camps and day camps, we must provide these contacts and experiences . But 
above a l l the parent, who does not want to lose h i s son and h i s daughter, must a l so 
be brought into the program, not as a staged act or occasional s tunt , but as a con-
tinuous concern throughout the secondary school years . 

GRAENUM BERGER 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER HAS INFINITE POSSIBILITIES for advancing a v iab le 
Jewish future in America. That t h i s i s not f u l l y recognized i s an acknowledged 
f a c t . Even many Center leaders are not f u l l y aware of the p o t e n t i a l s j u s t below the 
surface of the teen club, the s o c i a l dance, the team, the art c l a s s , the forum, the 
lounge, the pre-school group, the golden age program, the day camp, or the res ident 
camp. Moreover, Centers too o f ten f a i l t o bring t o f r u i t i o n the i n f i n i t e exper i en t ia l 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s res ident in these programs. 

Engagement in voluntary assoc ia t ion i s a d i s t ingu i sh ing mark of the open Amer-
ican s o c i e t y . We s a t i s f y our Jewish needs in t h i s environment through an amazing 
var ie ty of Jewish groups. Since we comprehend our Jewishness as broader than a 
f a i t h as soc ia t ion and apply t h i s to assoc ia t iona l permissiveness sanctioned by s o c i -
e t y , our Jewish group assoc ia t ions assume s p e c i a l importance. They are primary 
forms through which we express our Jewish connection and therefore are potent channels 
for r e v i t a l i z i n g Jewishness. 

Our well-known propensity for jo in ing Jewish organizations has par t i cu lar mean-
ing even in a general American mi l ieu in which , , jo ining" i s the s t y l e . Jews do not 
f lock t o Jewish groups because organizations of general i n t e r e s t are c losed t o them. 
Their behavior expresses the ir wish to be i d e n t i f i e d and to belong Jewishly . Though 
t h i s impulse o f t e n i s below the conscious l e v e l , though the quantity of p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i s minimal, and though the a c t i v i t i e s are s u p e r f i c i a l and lacking in Jewish content , 
the import of t h i s Jewish a f f i l i a t i o n must not be l o s t upon us . I t i s an ind ica t ion 
of the curious ambivalence of those who understand l i t t l e about t h e i r group, y e t 
shrink from separating themselves from i t . 

Most Jews are searching for c l a r i t y about t h e i r i d e n t i t y in a mi l i eu r e l a t i v e l y 
free of discrimination and r e j e c t i o n . They want to continue t h e i r Jewish connection, 
but are unsure of why, what, or how. With meager knowledge and uninspired Jewish ex-
perience, they doubt whether Judaism harmonizes with modern knowledge and whether i t 
has a rea l l ink t o l i f e today. They suspect i t t o be f o l k l o r e derived from a n t i -
quity , lacking r e c o n c i l i a t i o n with the s o p h i s t i c a t i o n of contemporary s o c i e t y . 

For a v iab le American Jewish future , Jewish ignorance must give way t o knowledge 
and lack o f relevance must be replaced by a v i t a l re la t ionsh ip to the important con-
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cerns of today. Part ic ipat ion must be r ich in meaning, not a wooden r e i t e r a t i o n of 
uncomprehended language and forms. The treasure-house which i s our Jewish heri tage 
can have such meaning, though i t i s lacking for most Jews today. 

The Jewish Community Center's opportunity i s to convert t h i s groping Jewish 
assoc ia t ion into Jewish part ic ipat ion which has meaning. The Center's spec ia l t a l e n t 
f or deepening the personal and s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of groups and thus enriching group 
l i v i n g , thrusts i t in to the forefront of the i n s t i t u t i o n s able to respond to American 
Jewry's press ing need. The foca l profess iona l s k i l l of the Center i s that of the 
s o c i a l worker with expertness in working with groups. The s o c i a l worker in the Center 
forges an amalgam that brings Jewish educator, physical educator, adult educator, i n -
s tructor in the a r t s , pre-school teacher, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i s t , and l ibrarian into a 
profess iona l combine to i n j e c t v i t a l i t y in to Jewish group as soc ia t ions . 

Jews who are seeking answers to the dilemmas of the i r Jewishness have l i t t l e 
i n t e r e s t in part icu lar Jewish ideo log ies and doctr ines . The choice between Reform, 
Conservative or Orthodox Judaism, Zionism, Yiddishism, or secularism as movements 
hardly could be l e s s important to them. They must have answers which match the i r 
sophis t i ca ted inquir ing, s c i e n t i f i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d rat ional ism. Organizations which 
are preoccupied with s e l l i n g t h e i r own brand of packaged Jewishness even repel them. 

Here, too , the Center has a spec ia l funct ion. I t s non-doctrinaire commitment 
i s t o the universals in Judaism. All points of view are expressed in the Center but 
i t does not advocate commitment to anyone in part icu lar . Openness and questioning 
are encouraged, and the doubter never f e e l s that by voic ing h i s reservat ions he i s 
g u i l t y of d i s l o y a l t y or s a c r i l e g e . Such an environment i s indispensable to en-
abling masses of Jews in search of self-understanding to f ind t h e i r way. 

A strong Jewish community i s an indispensable condition of a Jewish group e x i s -
tence which nourishes the Jew as a person and the Jewish contribution to soc i e ty as a 
whole. Such a community must e n t a i l more than campaign contributions and structural 
organization. I t must be concerned with the qual i ty of l i f e . 

The Jewish Community Center i s uniquely equipped to serve t h i s objec t ive . Every 
segment of Jewry shares i t and f inds expressed in i t the s p i r i t of a whole Jewish 
people — the primacy of Klal Y i srae l . The Center e l evates community values and cu l -
t i v a t e s responsible membership and leadership in the Jewish community. In a com-
munity so heav i ly structured with organizat ions , there i s desperate need for con-
gea l ing , integrat ing in f luences . The Center i s one of the few i n s t i t u t i o n s which span 
the Jewish spectrum. I t s ro le as a u n i f i e r grows dai ly in importance. 

The Center i s capable of deal ing with the content of Jewish communal l i f e . I t 
can enrich the Jewish components of organizational programs, enlarge the scope of 
Jewish cultural a c t i v i t y and equip leaders t o e levate the l eve l of Jewish or-
ganizat ional a c t i v i t y . I t can inf luence Jewish part ic ipat ion in c i v i c , s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l , and i n t e l l e c t u a l in teract ion with the whole American community. 

SAMFORD SOLENDER 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. What purposes do you f e e l a Jewish Community Center should serve? 

2. How does the Center s t r i v e to achieve i t s s tated object ives? 
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3. Is the Center adequately serving the needs of a l l age groups? 

4 . Should the Center have a s p e c i a l Center ideology? I f s o , w i l l i t mean that the 
Center w i l l compete with other e x i s t i n g Jewish ideo log i e s and w i l l the Center be 
able to continue to be "a common meeting place"? 

5 . Can a Jewish culture ideology be separated from a r e l i g i o u s framework? 

6 . Do you consider the Center as a r e l i g i o u s or a secular i n s t i t u t i o n ? Explain 
your viewpoint . 

7. I s r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n the only means of Jewish i d e n t i t y in America? 

8. Would you def ine the Jewish Community Center as a serv ice or a movement? 

9. Should the Center be primarily a Jewish educational agency? I f s o , does the 
Center as present ly const i tuted carry out such a purpose? I f no t , how can the 
Center f u l f i l l i t s Jewish purposes? 

DEVICES TOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Inv i t e an o f f i c e r or the executive director of the Jewish Community Center and 
have members of the group ask him questions about the aims, p o l i c i e s , programs and 
problems of the Center. 

2 . Role-play a meeting of the Center board of d irec tors d i scuss ing the conduct 
of a s e r i e s of Jewish cul tural programs for the coming year in the l i g h t of the past 
year ' s experience when a d e f i c i t of $1,800 was incurred on a s imi lar s e r i e s . 

3. Have one o f the members give a book report on Aspects of the Jewish Community 
Center, ed. by Louis Kraft and Charles Bernheimer, or The JWB Survey, by Oscar I . 
Janowsky. 

4 . Show the f i l m "To Be As One" (31 minutes) , a s tory on the a c t i v i t i e s of a 
typ i ca l Jewish Community Center. Available from the National Jewish Welfare Board. 
Use i t s d iscuss ion manual as a bas i s for d i scuss ion . 

5 . As an a l ternate v i sua l a id , e i t h e r the f i l m s t r i p on "The National Jewish 
Welfare Board," prepared by the Jewish Education Committee of New York, or "The 
Jewish Community Center," avai lable from the National Jewish Welfare Board, can be 
shown. 

SUGGESTED READING 

(For a descr ipt ion of the books l i s t e d , see bibliography in appendix.) 

Future Directions of American Jewish Life and Their Implications for Jewish Community 
Center8. 

Janowsky, Oscar I . , The JWB Survey. 

Kraft, Louis, A Century of the Jewish Conmunity Center Movement. 

Kraft, Louis, and Bernheimer, Charles, e d s . , Aspects of the Jewish Community Center. 

Solender, Sanford, The Genius of the Jewish Community Center. 
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THE CULTURAL CREATIVITY OF AMERICAN JEWRY 

Selections by Salo W. Baront Oscar J . Jancwskyt Charles Angoff, 
Harold Weisberg and Trude Weiss-Rosmarin. 

AMERICAN JEWS ARE NOW DEEPLY CONCERNED, more than ever be fore , with the problem 
of revamping and reshaping the Jewish t rad i t ion so that i t can once again become a 
l i v i n g e n t i t y . Can we in the United S t a t e s , upon whom the mantle of leadership has 
f a l l e n — perhaps too suddenly, too unexpectedly, too unpreparedly — take the place 
of the great Jewries of Eastern and Central Europe in creat ing a cultural center for 
the Jewish people in the Western hemisphere? 

Time and again we hear p e s s i m i s t i c pred ic t ions , re inforced by s imi lar statements 
emanating from I s r a e l , that American Jewry has no cultural future . Three centuries of 
Jewish American l i f e , these observers point out , have created r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e . In-
deed, i t i s d isconcert ing that over two hundred years — or more than two-thirds of 
the whole period during which Jews have l ived in the United s t a t e s — elapsed before 
the f i r s t Hebrew book, exc lus ive of reprints of Bibles and prayer books, was written 
and published here . 

What has happened s ince i s a l i t t l e more encouraging. We have witnessed, in the 
l a s t century, a heartening growth of the Yiddish press , the Yiddish theater , Yiddish 
poetry and songs. Simultaneously, we have seen the r i s e of Hebrew culture and of 
Jewish scholarship in English equal in ca l iber t o any produced in Europe and Palest ine 
during the twentieth century. 

But can we tru ly claim t h i s as an American phenomenon? There i s no denying the 
f a c t that the main protagonists in the culture drama were people born and bred in the 
Old World. The major contributions t o Hebrew and Yiddish culture in the United States 
have been made by Jews born and educated in Poland, Lithuania, the Ukraine, Germany 
and England. 

Then, t o o , i t i s o f ten sa id in I srae l as wel l as in the United States that Amer-
ican Jewry i s too m a t e r i a l i s t i c , too concerned with monetary va lues , to be creators 
of cu l ture . Everyone admits of course that American Jews, in ra i s ing money and devel-
oping new techniques of fund-rais ing not only for themselves but for the whole Jewish 
world, have e s tab l i shed a philanthropic structure the l ike of which has never before 
been seen. I t i s a l so f r e e l y conceded that American Jews, despite the f a c t that they 
have come from a l l over the world, each bringing d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n s , b iases and 
an imos i t i e s , have b u i l t a communal structure of imposing dimensions, and have devel-
oped new i n s t i t u t i o n s , adapted to new forms of l i v i n g — a l l on a voluntary b a s i s , 
and without government support or o f f i c i a l s t a t u s . In a rea l sense , American Jews 
are communal pioneers working out a network of Jewish Community Centers and YM-YWHAs 
t o meet American needs, organizing fraternal orders and landsmanschaften, and general ly 
s e t t i n g the pace in organizational forms for the Jewries of the free world. 

But c u l t u r a l l y , i t i s he ld , we are s t i l l at the beginning. Some people even 
warn that we may be at the end. As soon as the i n f l u x of European Jews tapers o f f , 
they say , as soon as the main reinforcements from the reservoirs of Jewish cultural 
strength s top , American Jewry w i l l prove how impoverished are i t s own cul tural 
resources . 

Before condemning our cul tural i n s u f f i c i e n c y , however, we should consider the 
development of great cul tural centers throughout the h i s tory of the Jewish people. 
How long did i t take them to flower? . . . 

What i s c l e a r from the example of . . . great centers of Jewish culture in the past 
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i s that i t takes time for any culture t o grow. Centuries must pass before the Jew-
i sh community can take s u f f i c i e n t root in any new country to develop i t s own a t t i -
tudes, which become in turn a bas i s for c r e a t i v i t y . Three hundred years o f American 
Jewish l i f e do not n e c e s s a r i l y prove that we must remain c u l t u r a l l y uncreat ive . Com-
pared with these centers of the past we have accomplished much. 

But we must a l so look at the reverse s i d e . We face condit ions today which threa t -
en Jewish cul tural c r e a t i v i t y and even survival . . . 

Our question today i s whether Jews can be c u l t u r a l l y creat ive voider Emancipation. 
Can they be creat ive within t h e i r own as wel l as within the majority culture? Cer-
t a i n l y there w i l l be Jewish poets and wr i t er s , a r t i s t s , musicians, s c i e n t i s t s and 
scholars . I f the pattern fo l lows past experience, Jews w i l l undoubtedly contribute 
more than may be expected from t h e i r r a t i o in the t o t a l population. But w i l l they 
have enough energy of a cultural nature l e f t t o c u l t i v a t e t h e i r own Jewish her i tage? 
We can f ind no answer in h i s tory because h i s tory has had no precedence of rea l emanci-
pation . . . 

Emancipation r e a l l y had no chance t o show i t s good or i t s bad e f f e c t s u n t i l a f t e r 
World War I I . Only in our own day have we had the opportunity t o observe the e f f e c t 
of real freedom — in t h i s country and elsewhere. As a r e s u l t , we have seen a tremen-
dous rate of ass imi lat ion and simultaneously we have a l s o witnessed certa in elements 
of r e l i g i o u s and cul tural rev iva l which pess imis t s had previously considered imposs ible . 

What are our chances today for cul tural c r e a t i v i t y ? I t i s of v i t a l importance 
to r e a l i z e that a dras t i c rev i s ion of our cu l tura l patterns i s absolute ly necessary 
under the revolutionary pace of Emancipation. We j u s t cannot continue completely along 
t rad i t iona l l i n e s . 

We need a new program of Jewish cul tural a c t i v i t y in our time. Prec i s e ly what 
form t h i s should take has not yet been determined. There are many d i f f e r e n t answers 
stemming from many groups and movements — which in i t s e l f i s a s ign of v i t a l i t y . In 
t h i s country we f ind constant s t rugg le , even within Orthodoxy, Conservatism, Recon-
structionism and Reform. Outside of these four r e l i g i o u s movements, there have been 
numerous other attempts to come to grips with cu l tura l problems. Such d i f f e r e n c e s of 
opinion are v i t a l . 

When the American Jewish community begins to become conscious — as i t appears t o 
be on the way of doing — of i t s great ob l igat ions toward the whole s tructure of Jew-
i sh education, and when i t concentrates on ra i s ing a generation in the d irec t ion of a 
new American Jewish type of cultural c r e a t i v i t y , I for one would be w i l l i n g to pre-
d ie t that two centuries from now, on the completion of f i v e centuries of American 
Jewish l i f e , we might have as f lour i sh ing an American Jewish culture as that of Spain's 
Golden Age. 

SALO W. BARON 

WHAT HAS AMERICAN JEWRY WROUGHT in the realm of the s p i r i t that w i l l merit remem-
brance in the years to come? What has i t to o f f e r today t o i t s own youth or to weak 
and decimated Jewish communities to susta in them s p i r i t u a l l y and cu l tura l ly? 

To the older generation, the image of cul tural barrenness in American Jewry looms 
e s p e c i a l l y portentous because the a s se t s of former years have disappeared. The r ich 
and st imulating Yiddish mil ieu and Hebrew l e t t e r s have languished in the wake of ac-
cul turat ion, while the Jewish home has been emptied of Jewish content . The American 
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Jewish masses are strangers to the Jewish her i tage , ignorant of Jewish values , uncon-
cemed with Jewish cul tural e f f o r t s . 

I t has been asserted that the Jewish masses of former eras were l ikewise ignorant. 
This i s no doubt true , i f ignorance i s equated with lack of learning. But unlike Amer-
ican Jews, the masses of the past respected Jewish learning, and they were not a l i e n -
ated from the Jewish heri tage nor unconcerned with Jewish va lues . 

Moreover, u n t i l our own age the masses had ne i ther the means nor the l e i s u r e for 
education: the elementary needs of food, c lothing and s h e l t e r absorbed a l l t h e i r ener-
g i e s . Today, American Jewry i s more fortunate ly s i tua ted . Technological advances have 
reduced both the length and the exhausting t o i l of the work day. Leisure time i s abun-
dant and general (non-Jewish) educational opportunit ies p l e n t i f u l . That these oppor-
t u n i t i e s have not been neglected by American Jews i s evidenced by the fac t that 62 per 
cent of American Jewish youth of co l l ege age are enrol led in c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
I t i s doubtful i f any Jewish community, that of present-day I srae l included, ever a t -
tained a higher l eve l of general education than that of American Jewry. America's 
Jews are far from an uneducated community, but they are i l l i t e r a t e in things Jewish . . . 

American Jewry has been st igmatized as a community preoccupied with l i t t l e more 
than "campaign Judaism." This i s , of course, an exaggeration for in the areas of 
philanthropy and s o c i a l wel fare , v i s i o n and scope have been manifested. But i t i s 
true that in Jewish education and culture the e f f o r t s of organization leadership have 
been puny and myopic. 

This view that the weakness of the cul tural component in American Jewish l i f e i s 
due at l e a s t in part to the world s i t u a t i o n which has d ic tated the emphasis upon fund-
r a i s i n g i s frequently overlooked. I t has been argued with considerable force that 
the cause i s inherent in the American environment. Learning and culture are ne i ther 
f e l t needs in America nor primary factors determining s ta tus ; wealth and success are, 
and p o l i t i c a l s tature or profess ional recognit ion. Education i s prized primarily as 
a means of achieving "success ." The average person does not read serious matter which 
requires concentration. As a ru le , even the schooled person, the co l l ege graduate, 
does not devote l e i sure time to study or reading. Entertainment i s preferred and, 
although such ins trumenta l i t i es abound, boredom often contrives strange means of 
" k i l l i n g t ime." In such an i n t e l l e c t u a l c l imate , there i s even l e s s inc l ina t ion for 
Jewish learning or cul ture . The need i s l e s s evident , the motivation weak, i f present 
at a l l . Therefore, discouragement i s r i f e among the small c i r c l e s which are concerned 
with Jewish cul ture . Some have pronounced a sentence of doom upon American Jewry. 
They see no future for i t other than d i s integrat ion and ult imate ex t inc t ion . 

This mood i s understandable but hardly j u s t i f i e d . American Jewry i s a v i t a l and 
generous community with good p o t e n t i a l i t i e s for the future . Those who condemn i t be-
cause of i t s d e f i c i e n c i e s betray t h e i r own impatience. They expect too much too soon . . . 

I t was only in recent decades that American Jewry began to s t i r with new l i f e . 
Many who had d r i f t e d away or were poised for f l i g h t from Jewishness were driven back 
i n t o the fo ld by the menace of Nazism. Others were inspired by the r i s e of I s r a e l . 
These s p i r i t u a l refugees yearned for rootage and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Since genuine cu l -
tural expression was beyond t h e i r reach, they sought refuge in organizational a c t i v -
i t i e s . They e n l i s t e d en masse in the counter-attack on anti-Semitism, and when t h i s 
menace subsided, they took on the s truggle for equal r i g h t s . They joined in drives 
for funds and bu i ld ings . And they groped vaguely for some means of rendering Jewish-
ness more meaningful t o t h e i r chi ldren. 

Today, the stream of Jewish s p i r i t u a l and cul tural l i f e i s shrunken and shallow, 
but i t has not ceased to f low. The American Jewish community i s not a cul tural vo id . 
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There are Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s of learning — rabbinical seminaries , a few Jewish c o l -
leges and u n i v e r s i t i e s and chairs of Jewish s tudies in general u n i v e r s i t i e s , academies 
of research and learned s o c i e t i e s , l i b r a r i e s and museums. H i l l e l Foundations funct ion 
throughout the country. Important books of Jewish i n t e r e s t are published by the Jew-
i s h Publicat ion Society and by others . We have Jewish newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s , 
radio programs, l e c t u r e s , forums, occasional music and dance r e c i t a l s . Zealous groups 
devote themselves to the Hebrew language and t o Yiddish. Synagogues and Jewish Com-
munity Centers provide recreat ional and some cul tural a c t i v i t i e s f or large numbers. 

These cul tural agencies must not be disdained. Nor should one disregard the s p i -
r i t u a l and cu l tura l ferment among American Jews. The f l i g h t from the synagogue, so 
evident a generation ago, has ceased, and the new generation i s seeking anchorage in 
r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . That parents recognize the need of Jewish education for 
t h e i r children i s witnessed by the 600,000 children who are enrol led in Jewish s choo l s . 
The phenomenal growth of the day school confirms a des ire for some depth in Jewish 
education. The concern of community leadership was recent ly indicated by the es tab-
lishment of the National Foundation for Jewish Culture with the e n t h u s i a s t i c approval 
of the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 

These s t i r r i n g s of i n t e r e s t do not n e c e s s a r i l y foreshadow a Jewish cu l tura l ren-
aissance in America. The unique ideas and i n s t i t u t i o n s of a r e l a t i v e l y small minor-
i t y absorbed in the preva i l ing culture of a country require unst inted support and 
s t imulat ion. This might be forthcoming i f educational and cul tural needs received 
much higher p r i o r i t y than now preva i l ing in the a l l o c a t i o n of Jewish communal funds. 
The increas ing concern of government with charitable and welfare work underscores 
the p o s s i b i l i t y for a s h i f t of emphasis in Jewish communal s e r v i c e s from the phi lan-
thropic t o c u l t u r a l . There i s no firm evidence that Jewish leadership i s ready for 
so dras t i c a change. 

OSCAR I . JANOWSKY 

THE JEWISH-AMERICAN PUBLIC i s not only growing in number; i t i s a l s o improving 
in qua l i ty . And a great audience always, sooner or l a t e r , brings forth a great cu l ture , 
e s p e c i a l l y a l i t e r a t u r e , which i s the queen of a r t s . I t i s a l i t e r a t u r e that stamps 
a cul ture , that bes t r e f l e c t s i t s character. One can say, with much j u s t i f i c a t i o n , 
that where there i s no l i t e r a t u r e there i s no cu l ture . The next 100 years , I f irmly 
be l i eve ( t h i s i s a matter of f a i t h I know, but f a i t h o f ten i s as v a l i d as " s c i e n t i f i c 
proof") w i l l see a f lowering of novels and short s t o r i e s and poems and essays and 
plays that w i l l r i v a l in splendor the l i t e r a r y output of Eastern Europe at the turn 
of the century. 

Jewish-American l i f e i s an unfa i l ing source of material for the crea t ive l i t e r a r y 
a r t i s t — and t h i s material has hardly been tapped . . . 

What w i l l happen here i s nothing l e s s than another Jewish l i t e r a r y renaissance 
that w i l l be a beacon to world Jewry, including I s r a e l . Jewish culture never d i e s ; 
i t only changes i t s address. I t began in what i s now I s r a e l , then moved t o Baby-
Ionia, then t o Egypt and Greece, then t o Spain, then to Germany, then t o Russia and 
Poland and Rumania, then ( for a short while) to France and England, and now i t i s 
s e t t l e d in the United S t a t e s . I t w i l l a l so begin t o f l o u r i s h in I s r a e l , which, a f t e r 
another few decades of storm and s t r e s s , w i l l have produced enough "material" for f i c -
t ion writers t o recreate in reveal ing a r t i s t i c forms. 

CHARLES ANG0FF 
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THANKS TO THE SPUTNIK and a l l i t impl ies , we are entering a period of v a s t l y i n -
creased competition for brains . The natural sc iences and the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , the 
humanities, the arts w i l l a l l more e f f e c t i v e l y seek to a t trac t the b e s t of our young 
people . There w i l l be no standing s t i l l for Jewish culture in such a competitive a t -
mosphere; we w i l l e i t h e r accept the chal lenge, and vigorously increase the a t t rac -
t ions for scholars to enter f i e l d s of Jewish i n t e r e s t or we w i l l l o se our young people 
at an increased rate t o other, more a t t r a c t i v e , pursu i t s . The scholar and the research-
er on t h e i r part are learning that the broad community and i t s needs must be more 
int imate ly and broadly involved in t h e i r work; t h e i r confidence i s growing that the 
Jewish community, properly approached, w i l l meet i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , even i f (or 
perhaps par t i cu lar ly i f ) they are major chal lenges . 

The old c o n f l i c t s in American Jewish l i f e are fading. Yiddishism versus Hebraism, 
Zionism versus anti-Zionism, " s o c i a l i s t " ideas versus " c a p i t a l i s t " ideas — a l l these 
d i v i s i o n s in Jewish l i f e that were once so sharp are almost meaningless as the once 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i s t i n c t i o n s between Litvak and Gal i tz ianer . Even the t rad i t i ona l Reform-
Conservative-Orthodox d iv i s i on for the most part i s beyond b i t t e r n e s s . Perhaps some-
thing has been l o s t in the process . The sharp c o n f l i c t s grew out of passionate com-
mitments to Jewish l i f e , however varying the viewpoints might be. Controversy i s not 
n e c e s s a r i l y destruct ive of the creat ive s p i r i t ; blandness i s . 

Nevertheless , the way seems prepared for a unity that i s founded on more than 
chari ty — u n t i l recent ly the only bas i s on which a l l sec t ions of American Jewry 
could u n i t e . I t i s d i f f i c u l t to conceive a more appropriate d irect ion for an exten-
s ion of t h i s unity than to the cul tural f i e l d . Here i s the wel lspring of Jewish in-
sp ira t ion from which a l l groups must draw. For who i s to teach the Jewish teacher — 
or t ra in the rabbi — or provide the e s s e n t i a l data on which the Jewish s o c i a l worker 
or Jewish " c i v i l servant" must draw — i f not the Jewish scholars and researchers and 
publishers and arch iv i s t s? 

One observer of the American scene (Abraham S. Halkin) despairing of any pros-
pect of a vigorous Jewish cul tural l i f e , has writ ten: "It i s true as i t ever was 
that only in an area in which the Jewish group i s numerically the majority and cu l -
t u r a l l y dominant, and no conscious or unconscious des ire to become integrated in any 
other environment i s at work, i s there any prospect of genuine Jewish cul ture . Only 
in a s o c i e t y which ass imi la tes to i t s e l f , instead of ass imi la t ing i t s e l f to something 
other than i t s e l f , can one entertain hopes of cont inuity and of a center that may be 
numbered with the Jewish centers of the pas t ." 

We do not b e l i e v e the future need be so dismal. We be l i eve that prospects of 
a dynamic cul tural growth in America are v a s t l y b e t t e r than they were a generation 
ago, and that the most press ing immediate need i s to forge a union between scholar 
and layman, between agency and community, t o replace the f a l s e dichotomies that have 
grown up between them. Their joined i n s i g h t s and know-how can provide the bas i s for 
an American Jewish community of doers and thinkers — a community that w i l l take i t s 
place with Babylonia and Spain and destroyed Europe as creat ive centers of Jewish 
l i f e in the Diaspora. 
— national Jewish Cultural Services in America: Appraisals and Recommendations: 

Survey Report. 

WHAT IS NATURAL IN THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY i s large ly non-
Jewish: the American language, American shopping h a b i t s , American c i t y or suburban 
neighborhood cu l ture . These come to us without the aid of consciously organized 
programs, s p e c i a l modes of ce lebrat ion and long hours of in s t ruc t ion . 

- 84 -



The Cultural Creativity of American Jewry 

But whatever i s Jewish in the culture of the Jewish community seems t o require 
conscious pursuit and continuous programming under the auspices of one or more Jew-
i s h organizat ions . The dominant elements in our da i ly experience — how we make our 
l i v i n g , the kind of jokes we laugh a t , the t e l e v i s i o n programs we watch, the news-
papers and magazines we read, the public school we attend, and our encounters in the 
shopping center , the s t r e e t and the vot ing place are predominantly American and 
natural . Superimposed on or added to t h i s culture — as a kind of adjunct — i s the 
organizat ional Jewish culture which t r i e s to accomplish, through organized planning 
and programming, what i s natural in American cu l ture . 

We parcel out our Jewish culture t o a number of organizat ions . Rel igion i s 
"done" under the auspices of the synagogue. Fighting anti-Semitism i s "done" under 
the auspices of various community r e l a t i o n s groups, and recreat ion i s "done" under 
the auspices of a Center or country c lub. The Jewish organizations provide the cu l -
ture i t s e l f ; t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s are the Jewish cu l ture . 

American Judaism might be mischievously but not incorrec t ly def ined as the s e t 
of a c t i v i t i e s which takes place in the bui ld ings and under the auspices of various 
Jewish organizat ions . We go t o a bui ld ing to pract ice Judaism, or we attend some 
publ ic function to manifest Jewish cul ture . Presumably the organizations are sup-
posed t o e f f e c t a carry-over of culture to the home and the family . But we are p r i -
marily an organization-centered community, prac t i c ing i t s culture in and through 
organizations and rapidly transferr ing t h i s culture away from the home, the s t r e e t 
or loca l neighborhood, to the organizat ion, i t s f a c i l i t i e s , pro fe s s iona l s and i d e o l -
og i e s . No doubt t h i s development cannot be helped, but i t s consequences and t h e i r 
e f f e c t on Jewish l i f e cannot be ignored. 

Among such consequences i s the gradual sloughing o f f of many d i s t i n c t i v e c u l -
tural t r a i t s of e a r l i e r natural Jewish communities. For one th ing , Yiddish as a 
"second" or " f i r s t " language of American Jews i s on i t s way out . I f i t hangs on, 
i t i s l ike a dispossessed tenant wait ing for the s h e r i f f t o f o r c i b l y move him out 
in to the s t r e e t . I t w i l l not do to argue that there i s more than a passing i n t e r e s t 
in Yiddish l i t e r a t u r e and language these days among i n t e l l e c t u a l s and some suburban 
Jews. The i n t e r e s t i s in t r a n s l a t i o n s , and the fac t that there are Yiddish language 
courses in some co l l eges only indicates that i t i s by now s u f f i c i e n t l y p e t r i f i e d to 
be worthy of academic considerat ion. Hebrew has not replaced Yiddish, and I doubt 
that i t ever w i l l . Furthermore, the l o s s of Yiddish i s symptomatic of comparable 
l o s s e s in the d i s t i n c t i v e and pecul iar hab i t s , in tonat ions , sounds, sme l l s , s t o r i e s , 
i ron ie s and customs which c lustered around the language. I t ind ica tes the extent of 
the breakdown of the natural cu l ture . For example, i s there a Jewish fo lk cul ture 
in America? Axe the "Jewish types" or fo lk characters — aohlemiel8 and c l a s s i c 
luftmentahen — in America? The prototype of the American Jew i s instead a n ice 
c lean- looking "white Protestant" kind of Jew, presumably soph i s t i ca t ed , e f f i c i e n t , 
and s u c c e s s f u l . 

Another index of what i s taking place can be noted in the neighborhood changes 
of the Jewish community. The older c i t y neighborhoods had some kind of natural Jewish 
cul ture . There was what could be c a l l e d a "Jewish s t r e e t . " Aside from pushcart ven-
dors and kni8he odors, whose passing we do not have to regre t , there were Jewish book 
s tores Cplaces where one bought s ' for im — copies of the Bible , Mishnah, Talmud and 
the Shulhan Arukht rather than the gaudy Hanukkah menorah and Bar Mitzvah present 
establishments of today), the sounds of Yiddish, and manifestat ions of genuine p i e t y . 
By way of contras t , the contemporary neighborhood i s Jewish usual ly by v i r tue o f a 
large concentration of Jewish population and possess ion of vast Jewish organizat ional 
s tructures and paraphernalia staggering to the eye and the pocketbook. We l i v e in 
rather "decent" neighborhoods (even those of us who have not succumbed to suburbia) 
where there i s no pecu l iar language of the s t r e e t , no unique neighborhood cu l ture , and 
where Jewish foods come packaged and precooked. What i s "Jewish" about the new 
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neighborhood i s the organizational plant and a c t i v i t y , the pattern of meetings and 
dr ives , l e c t u r e s , dances and fashion shows. In our da i ly l i v i n g we dress , e a t , ta lk 
and act l ike most other Americans. 

HAROLD WEISBERG 

DOES THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY possess those t r a i t s and charac ter i s t i c s 
which, as we know from the experience of a dozen Diaspora communities over two thou-
sand years , are indispensable for the growth of the kind of Jewish integrat ion and 
the stamina that gave r i s e to the Babylonian Talmud, the Hebrew l i t e r a t u r e in Spain, 
the Eastern European culture of Hasidism, the Gaon of Vilna, Peretz , Mendele and 
Sholom Aleichem, and B ia l ik , Ahad Ha-am and the galaxy of the wri ters of the modern 
Hebrew renaissance? I s the s i t u a t i o n of the American Jewish community such that i t 
provides reasonable grounds for the expectat ion that in due time American Jewry w i l l 
create a Jewish culture of i t s own, which w i l l form another l ink in the golden chain 
of creat ive Jewish e terni ty? . . . 

Al l "Jewish centers of gravity" of the past were se l f - conta ined . Jews l i ved in 
Babylonia, but although they f lour ished there for almost a thousand years they never 
became integrated i n t o the Babylonian, or l a t e r the Persian, fabr ic to the extent 
where they were ac tua l ly of the woof and warp of the country״s s p i r i t u a l pattern. In 
point of f a c t , even p o l i t i c a l l y the Babylonian Jewish community was not integrated 
with the r e s t of the population. They always remained "strangers in a land not 
the irs" . . . 

They were in Babylonia but never of Babylonia and so they created a Jewish cul -
tural center. 

I t was the same in a l l other Jewish cul tural centers . Everywhere the Jews l ived 
in the respect ive country of t h e i r e x i l e , but were not of i t . . . 

American Jews are proud of being f u l l y and uncondit ional ly part of America. They 
support "cultural plural ism," which makes i t poss ib le for the cultures of the minority 
groups to contribute t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e notes t o the great American symphony. They 
s ide with those who s t r e s s that "another language" in addition to English, and "another 
culture" in addition t o our common and shared American cul ture , bring personal enrich-
ment while guarding the American cul tural climate against provincial ism. 

The theory of "cultural pluralism" i s sound, but well-reasoned theories do not 
always conform with the unpredictable r e a l i t i e s of l i f e . Notwithstanding the t a c i t 
acceptance of "cultural pluralism" American culture i s such a jealous mistress that 
she w i l l not to l era te any claims by another culture upon those under her sway. More-
over, American culture i s so bewitchingly a t t r a c t i v e that she need not even f i g h t the 
would-be r i v a l s put in to the f i e l d by "cultural plural ism." She conquers and holds 
sway without e f f o r t . 

The t h e s i s of the p o s s i b i l i t y of "creative Jewish survival" in America i s pred-
icated on the uncritical acceptance of the universal v a l i d i t y of the pr inc ip le of "cul-
tural plural ism." But the h i s t o r i e s of all cul tural minori t ies on American s o i l prove 
that "dual cul tural l o y a l t i e s " p e r s i s t only in the f i r s t generation of the immigrants 
f or whom the American culture and the English language are an acquired culture and an 
acquired language learned in adulthood. For the second generation, born in America 
and trained in American schools , the American culture and the English language are the 
natural cul tural h a b i t a t , whose bonds are so strong that a "minority culture" and a 
"second language" have simply no chance of co -ex i s tence . 
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The progressive attenuation of Jewishness and a l l areas of Jewish expression 
in t h i s country over the past twenty- f ive years , during which the American-born 
group has increas ing ly taken over, proves conc lus ive ly that the chances for "creat ive 
Jewish survival" in America are n i l . I f intelligent Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , as d i s -
t inguished from community r e l a t i o n s and chari table i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , i s at such a low 
ebb already now when but one generation has passed s ince the he ight of the immigra-
t ion from Eastern Europe what hopes dare we enterta in for sound Jewishness and 
adequate Jewish l i t e r a c y in the future? 

Unlike the Jews of Babylonia, Moslem Spain, Eastern Europe and some other crea-
t i v e centers of Jewish grav i ty , American Jews do not wish to be apart and separate 
from t h e i r f e l low Americans. The Jews of a l l previous creat ive centers of Jewish 
gravity were mindful of the f a c t that they must guard t h e i r Jewish separateness in 
order to survive . . . 

There i s , then, no resemblance at a l l between American Jewry and the "centers of 
Jewish gravity" of the pas t . But there i s a c lose resemblance between American Jewry 
and Alexandrian Jewry, of two thousand years ago, and German Jewry of the pos t -
Mendelssohnian period. 

Like American Jewry, which i s not merely in America but f u l l y a part of Amer-
i c a , Alexandrian Jewry and German Jewry were unreservedly integrated with t h e i r 
respect ive majority groups and t h e i r cu l tures . They had relinquished their am lan-
guaget even as American Jewry has. The bulk of Alexandrian Jews read the B ib le , i f 
they read i t at a l l , in Greek — even as the German Jews read i t in German, and Amer-
ican Jews read i t in Engl ish, at b e s t . Jewish scholarship in Alexandria, exempli f ied 
by Phi lo , was couched in the Greek language and had as i t s pr inc ipa l objec t ive apolo-
g e t i c motives. The same was true of the German Wissensahaft des Judentumst whose 
medium was the German language and which aimed at demonstrating that Jewish scholar-
ship , properly presented, can hold i t s own in the company of other humanistic d i s -
c i p l i n e s . . . 

Students of Jewish demography know that i f not for a constant i n f l u x from East-
ern Europe, German Jewry would have become ex t inc t long before the Nazis took over. 
Intermarriage and apostasy took a f r i g h t f u l t o l l of German Jewry in the p o s t -
Mendelssohnian century and a h a l f . To be sure, there was a remarkable e f f l o r e s c e n c e 
of Jewish scholarship of the modern s c i e n t i f i c or ientat ion but , l i k e the analogous 
e f f o r t s of American Jewish scholars , the works of the Wissensahaft des Judentums were 
meant for s p e c i a l i s t s . The vas t majority of German Jews f e l t bound t o the Jewish 
community by a tenuous r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n — the three days-a-year attendance 
at synagogue — by chari table endeavors, and of course, by the f i g h t against a n t i -
Semitism . . . 

Everything points to i t that American Jewry w i l l write a modern vers ion of the 
Alexandrian Jewish chapter and add another page to the German chapter, as far as l o s s 
of Jewishness i s concerned. 

America i s not Babylonia! American Jewry w i l l not be able to survive c r e a t i v e l y 
now that Jewish reinforcement from other parts can no longer be expected. Even "the 
bridge between American Jewry and I s r a e l , " should i t ever be constructed, w i l l not be 
able to turn New York in to another Sura and Chicago i n t o another Pumbeditha. 

American Jewry i s American — American through and through. Babylonian Jewry 
was never Babylonian. This i s the d i f f erence — and t h i s d i f f e r e n c e w i l l determine 
the future of American Jewry. 

TRUDE WEISS-ROSMARIN 
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QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS AMD S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. What are the condit ions that make d i f f i c u l t the evolvement of a r ich Jewish cu l -
tural l i f e in America? 

2 . What are the s igns of a resurgence of Jewish culture in America? 

3. Can Jews make creat ive contributions to American culture and simultaneously to 
Jewish culture? 

4 . What s teps need to be taken by the leadership of the American Jewish community 
t o assure the development of Jewish culture? 

5 . Which are the major Jewish agencies devoted t o the furtherance of Jewish culture 
in America? 

6. What e f f e c t w i l l the State of I srae l have on American Jewish culture? 

7. Does your home r e f l e c t Jewish culture? What Jewish books and Jewish art do you 
own? 

8. What are the t i t l e s and authors of Jewish books that you have read during the 
past month or year? What e f f e c t , i f any, did they have on you? 

9 . What, i f any, are the Jewish values in the books by such prominent Jewish writers 
as Phi l ip Roth and Saul Bellow? 

10. How can the growth of American Jewish l i t e r a t u r e , ar t , music and drama be stim-
ulated? 

11. Some l i t e r a r y c r i t i c s maintain that a l l creat ive writers should write frankly 
and honest ly from t h e i r personel experiences. Some Jewish leaders f e e l that 
Jewish writers when wri t ing for the general community have a prior re spons ib i l -
i t y to the Jewish community and should not r e f l e c t adversely on i t ? Do you 
have an opinion on t h i s i ssue? 

12. Is there d i s t i n c t i v e American Jewish music? 

13. What i s the future of the Yiddish language in America? 

14. Should Hebrew become a second language of a s i g n i f i c a n t number of American Jews? 

15. What i s Jewish art? Is there an American variety? 

DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Arrange a small exh ib i t of some Jewish f i c t i o n and non- f i c t i on books by 
American wr i ters ; pa int ings , pr ints and albums by American Jewish a r t i s t s ; and record-
ings of Jewish music. 

2. Plan a group v i s i t to a Jewish l ibrary, a Jewish museum or an art ga l l ery 
which has an exhib i t ion of Jewish paint ings . 

3. List on a blackboard the names of American Jewish authors of books of f i c t i o n 
and n o n - f i c t i o n and ask the group to give the t i t l e s of books they wrote. Then ask 
them to indicate which of these books they read. 
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4 . Write across the top o f a blackboard "Factors Which A f f e c t American Jewish 
Cultural Creat iv i ty" and make two columns — one headed "Pos i t ive" and the o t h e r , 
"Negative." Brainstorm the group by c a l l i n g f o r ideas tha t are then l i s t e d i n the 
appropriate columns. Everyone should be encouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e by o f f e r i n g sue-
c i n c t l y e i t h e r p o s i t i v e or negat ive f a c t o r s , even i f they may be f a r - f e t c h e d , t o 
s t imulate group th ink ing . When t h i s process has been completed, the group proceeds 
t o s e l e c t the most v i t a l f a c t o r s and t o d i scuss them. 

5 . S e l e c t a Jewish short s tory wr i t t en by an American and read i t t o the group. 
Discuss ion can then be centered on what makes i t Jewish. 

6 . Arrange f o r a theater party t o a Jewish p l a y . Later the group can d i s cus s 
the elements which make the p lay Jewish. 

7. Play a s e l e c t i o n of recordings of Jewish music and d i s cus s the Jewish charac-
t e r of the music. 

SUGGESTED REAPING 

(For a d e s c r i p t i o n of the books l i s t e d , s e e b ibl iography in appendix.) 

"The Cultural Scene" (Hebrew Letters by E i s i g S i l b e r s c h l a g , Yiddish Li terature by 
Hasye Cooperman, Jewish Awareness in American L i t era ture , by Marie Syrkin, Art 
and the American Jew, by Alfred Werner, Music and the Jew, by Judi th K. Eisen-
s t e i n ) , pp. 173-251, The American Jew, ed. by Oscar I . Janowsky. 

Edidin, Jewish Corrrmmity Life, pp. 81-99. 

Major Issues Facing Jewish Communities. 

Ribalow, Harold U. , "American Jewish Writers and Their Judaism," pp. 410-426, Jews 
in the Modern World, ed. by Jacob Freid. 

Ribalow, Harold, e d . , fifid-Century. 

Steinbach, Alan, e d . , Jewish Book Annual. Latest i s s u e . 
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THE UNITY OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Selections by Abraham G. Duker, Morris B. Abram, John Slaws on, 
Jakob J. Petuchowski, Philip M. Klutzniok and Iaidor Chein. 

VARIOUS PROPOSALS HAVE BEEN MADE for a un i f i ed roof organization. The Conserva-
t i v e rabbinate has proposed an American Jewish Assembly. Suggestions have been made 
to transform the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds i n t o a roof organiza-
t i o n by expanding i t s funct ions . Perhaps the most far-reaching plan has been advanced 
by Mordecai M. Kaplan, who favors a central organization based on "organic communities," 
or democratic community counci l s . But the l a t t e r vary in const i tuency, leadership and 
democratic s tructure . 

The opponents of a u n i f i e d representat ive agency argue that h i s t o r i c a l l y such 
bodies have general ly been imposed from above. They assert that such coordination 
would cons t i tu te "a s t a t e within the s ta te"; that i t might have been su i tab le f or 
Eastern Europe but i s contrary to the idea l of "voluntarism" and, therefore , un-Amer-
ican; that i t would breed an uncontrol lable bureaucracy and s t i f l e free expression. 
F ina l ly , organic unity has been dismissed as unattainable , and i t has been urged that 
voluntary c o a l i t i o n s , though weak and unstable , are the most that can be achieved. 

Unable to fashion an e f f e c t i v e roof organization, American Jewish leadership has 
resorted t o ad hoc agencies f or consultat ion on overseas problems. Arab ag i ta t ion 
against I s rae l and Jewry, and i t s support by the Soviet Union, prompted the r i s e in 
1954 of the informal Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations. This 
body, comprising the heads of seventeen Jewish national organizat ions , has functioned 
through nat ional and regional meetings. I t has spoken for American Jewry before 
agencies of the American government. But i t i s a voluntary conference, act ivated 
during emergencies, and while i t includes the major organizations, the American Jew-
ish Committee stands a l o o f . 

Occasionally, spec ia l conferences of Jewish organizations are ca l l ed to meet 
spec ia l emergencies. A recent example was the conference on Soviet Jewry held in 
April 1964, with the part ic ipat ion of some 24 national organizat ions , including the 
American Jewish Committee. F ina l ly , several major American Jewish organizations co-
operate with s imi lar bodies of the Western world on problems of internat ional import. 
But here , too , there i s no un i ty . The American Jewish Congress, B'nai B'r i th and the 
Jewish Labor Committee are members of the World Conference of Jewish Organizations 
(COJO), which was formed in 1956, whereas the American Jewish Committee cooperated 
u n t i l 1964 with a r i v a l organization known as the Consultative Council of Jewish 
Organizations (CCJO). The American Jewish Congress i s a l so a const i tuent of the 
World Jewish Congress. 

Thus, for nearly a ha l f century, individuals and groups have sought repeatedly 
to coordinate the e f f o r t s of the numerous agencies of the American Jewish community 
and to fashion a roof organization that could speak in i t s name. To a considerable 
degree, coordination has been achieved in fund-rais ing. Within functional areas in 
welfare and along "denominational" l i n e s in r e l i g i o n and education, progress has a lso 
been made. But overa l l unity has thus far proved unattainable . This object ive re-
mains on the agenda of American Jewry as an item of high p r i o r i t y . 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 

THE OLD ISSUE OF A SINGLE, "UNIFIED VOICE" to speak for a l l the Jews in the 
United S ta te s , and indeed of a l l the world, has again been revived here and abroad. 
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The American Jewish Committee, p a r t i c u l a r l y , has been subjected to sharp c r i t i c i s m 
in some publ ic forums by certa in organizational leaders for a l l e g e d l y "acting on i t s 
own" in i t s domestic and overseas programs. 

These charges and proposals c l ear ly herald a renewed campaign t o organize a s i n g l e 
body which would speak and act in behalf of Jews the world over. This campaign, in 
our judgment, runs counter t o certa in fundamental concepts underlying our r e s p o n s i b i l -
i t i e s as Americans and as Jews. 

I t should be unnecessary, at t h i s point in time, to emphasize anew that Jews 
in the United S t a t e s , as in other countr ies , while sharing a common bond of r e l i g i o n 
and t r a d i t i o n , d i f f e r on s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s , both domestic and i n -
ternat iona l . I t i s no serv ice to the goal of Jewish s e c u r i t y and d i g n i t y , in the 
United States or in other countr ies , t o attempt to impose a s o - c a l l e d "uni f ied voice" 
on t h i s d i v e r s i t y of outlook and i n t e r e s t . And indeed t h i s s o - c a l l e d "one voice" 
could r e s u l t in d i s s e r v i c e to Jewry, e s p e c i a l l y i f the one organization or i t s leader 
should act unwisely in the name of the ent ire Jewish community. 

No s i n g l e organization can presume to represent a l l the Jews of the U .S . , l e t 
alone a l l the Jews of the world. Any organization which claims such representat ion, 
however composed and however democratic i t s expressed i n t e n t , deludes i t s e l f and mis-
leads those to whom such claims are addressed. 

The American Jewish Committee, a voluntary organization of American Jews, pur-
ports t o speak for none but i t s own const i tuency. I t s p o l i c i e s and programs, how-
ever, have been developed over s i x decades of extensive experience and cooperative 
e f f o r t with Jews throughout the world on v i t a l i s sues that a f f e c t the dest iny and 
human r ights of Jews and others whose freedoms, in d i f f e r e n t times and p lace s , have 
been threatened or cur ta i l ed . . . 

In the h i s t o r i c t rad i t ion o f t h i s country's voluntary organizat ions , we have 
cooperated c l o s e l y on s p e c i f i c projects with other Jewish groups — and with non-
Jewish groups as wel l — in the e f f e c t i v e pursuit of common goa l s . Examples of such 
cooperative e f f o r t s inc lude , among others , the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany, the American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry, e f f o r t s to l i b e r a l i z e 
U.S. immigration laws . . . 

However, the American Jewish Committee has always opposed, and w i l l continue to 
oppose, any move to e s t a b l i s h an "all-purpose" umbrella organization designed t o speak 
with "one voice" for a l l Jews in the United States or throughout the world. We 
view such moves, attempted time and again in the pas t , as i l l - a d v i s e d or i l l - d i s g u i s e d 
e f f o r t s at power aggrandizement. 

In t h i s era of the ecumenical climate when, more than at any previous period in 
our h i s t o r y , people are communicating with each other in a free exchange of ideas in 
which truth i s nourished by d i v e r s i t y of views, i t would be unfortunate, indeed, to 
turn back the clock and s t i f l e such d i v e r s i t y in the name of "a s i n g l e voice" f o r a l l 
Jewry. 

MORRIS B . ABRAM and JOHN SLAWSON 

THERE IS, AS KOHELETH TELLS US, "a time to throw away s tones , and a time t o 
gather s tones ." There are times when a "united Jewish front" may serve the b e s t i n -
t e r e s t s of Judaism. But there are a l so — and there always have been — times when 
i t i s e s s e n t i a l for the " f a i t h f u l remnant" to r e a l i z e the f a c t of i t s own e x i s t e n c e . 
Ours may wel l be such a time — both for the sake of inner s trength , and for the sake 
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of working together with our counterparts in other r e l i g i o u s communions. I t i s not 
with pride and joy that we come to such a r e a l i z a t i o n , for i t i s , in a way, an ad-
mission of Judaism's f a i l u r e on the American scene — a f a i l u r e indicated by the 
heavy inroads which secularism has made in to our ranks. But, in the long run, nothing 
w i l l be gained by turning a b l ind eye to that f a i l u r e . Jewish secularism i s d e f i n i t e l y 
on the march in America. But i t i s "Jewish" only in an ethnic and (whatever that may 
mean) in a cultural sense . B a s i c a l l y , secularism i s secularism; and i t draws i t s ad-
herents from a l l kinds of background, Protestant , Catholic, Jewish and agnost ic . But 
j u s t as the s e c u l a r i s t of Catholic antecedents does not represent Catholicism, so the 
s e c u l a r i s t of Jewish or ig in does not represent Judaism. 

JAKOB J . PETUCHOWSKI 

THERE IS A SURE WAY TO SET OFF EXPLOSIVE OPINIONS in Jewish l i f e . Just ask: 
"When w i l l American Jewry be united? Why can' t the community end i t s anarchy and 
chaos and put i t s house in order?" 

Here i s an i s sue that never f a l t e r s , never re treats i n t o obscurity, never f l a g s . 
I t i s a constant, evergreen, durable as i s t rad i t ion i t s e l f . 

I t is a t r a d i t i o n . American Jews have been sounding a tocs in for unity ever 
s ince enough of them were s e t t l e d on these shores and found an abundance of things to 
disagree on. 

Everybody i s for un i ty . What goal i s more righteous or obvious in Jewish l i f e ? 
We are enraptured of u n i t y ' s v i r tues ( i f frustrated by i t s e l u s i v e n e s s ) . So much so 
that we stand ready to argue and persuade, to bludgeon and, f i n a l l y , f orc ib ly vote to 
have the other fe l low accept our concept and d i s c i p l i n e of un i ty . 

I t has s ince become an inev i tab le paradox that Jewish polemics are n o i s i e s t and 
at t h e i r most passionate and even v io l en t when the subject i s "unity" in Jewish a f f a i r s . 

Yet the theme of unity p e r s i s t s . There i s no s turdier topic for convention reso-
lut ions or impassioned l e t t e r s to edi tors of the English-Jewish press . In the more 
than th ir ty -year span of my own adult a c t i v i t i e s I have heard — and occas ional ly 
shared — t h i s dismay at what the penetrating Rabbi Milton Steinberg ca l l ed "the howl-
ing topsy-turvydom" of Jewish l i f e . 

True, we Jews l i v e in "overorganized confusion." We have fathered some three 
hundred nat ional organizat ions , many of them "national" f u l l y as far West as Hoboken, 
New Jersey . We have produced an even greater number of regional and loca l community 
counci l s and welfare funds, and an uncounted progeny of Jewish soc ia l c lubs, communal 
s e r v i c e s , buria l s o c i e t i e s , landsmanshaftent synagogue centers , welfare agencies , pro-
f e s s i o n a l groups, and bowling leagues — enough to bewilder the most intrepid s t a t i s -
t i c i a n . A complete census of independent Jewish causes, s o c i a l and communal, r e l i g i o u s 
and secu lar , loca l and nat iona l , would be a monumental exerc i se in s t a t i s t i c a l analy-
s i s . Al l to prove that there i s a Jewish organization to s a t i s f y every point of view 
and a plethora of views t e s t i f y i n g to the h i s t o r i c s t i f f - n e c k e d independence of the 
Jewish character. 

Meanwhile, the care and feeding of t h i s brawling progeny i s not without i t s bur-
dens. The voice of the t o t a l community can become l o s t in the babel of a thousand 
tongues. 

As a young man on the periphery of Jewish a f f a i r s I was captivated by the image 
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of an orderly u n i f i e d community. A d i s c i p l i n e d and democratized t i d i n e s s was, i t 
seemed to me, the key to re leas ing Jewish l i f e from confusions , competit ions, and over-
lappings . . . 

Experience has taught me a stubborm, inescapable truth about un i ty . I t cannot 
be voted i n to ex i s t ence . 

I have not l o s t my youthful t rus t in the v i r tues of coordination, of o r d e r l i n e s s , 
and even of measured degrees of unity in Jewish a f f a i r s . 

I have changed my approach to them and my judgment as t o t h e i r va lues , measured 
by the i r c o s t s . 

Several times in ray l i f e t i m e American Jewry was a f f l i c t e d with wide-ranging 
s t r i f e , a l l in the name of un i ty . More than once each contes t ing s ide crowed that i t 
had won the b a t t l e . The fac t i s that these s truggles inev i tab ly are without a v i c t o r . 
There i s only a loser — the community i t s e l f . 

The h i s tory of the pressures for unity in American Jewry shows a cons i s t en t 
course. There i s an emergency t o t r igger the demand for uni ty . The emergency sub-
s ides ; the e f f o r t c o l l a p s e s . This i s h i s t o r y . We f a i l to recognize that American 
Jewry, steeped in i t s environmental freedoms, can only cooperate vo luntar i ly and 
through means appropriate to i t s American mi l i eu . 

The f a c t that an emancipated Jewish community responds to d i s c i p l i n e only in 
moments of emergency perhaps marks i t s unpreparedness for emergency. But i f t h i s i s 
true i t i s a fau l t t y p i c a l l y American. 

I t i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of democracy, with i t s v a r i e t i e s and i t s bas i c voluntarism, 
to appear immobilized. We have been c o n s i s t e n t l y unprepared for wars and economic 
depressions. But j u s t as c o n s i s t e n t l y we have been equal to them, although in the 
process we have learned that the cost of the free s o c i e t y comes h igh . What i s more 
natural than for the American Jewish community t o behave as America i t s e l f does? To 
pay as heavy a pr ice for i t s f l u i d i t y and for the no i sy cacophony of i t s many vo ices? 
And to experience the same ult imate triumphs? 

There s t i l l l i n g e r s , here and there , the once more popular notion that we can, 
by our own free w i l l , f i t the shape of our community's pre-bred democracy i n t o the 
mold of the Old World kehilla. This sentiment i s b l ind to the f a c t that the East 
European ־kehilla was an outgrowth of g e n t i l e oppressions and of the c i v i c — and l ega l — 
i n f e r i o r i t y of Jews. The kehilla was an o f f i c i a l Jewish acceptance of the r e a l i t y of 
a ghetto enclave, phys i ca l l y and psycho log ica l ly . In most cases i t was endowed by 
the s t a t e with lega l powers. And without these coercive powers, majority rule in a 
free s o c i e t y i s inoperat ive . 

The t o t a l i t y of a l l freedom i s measured by i t s se l f - imposed l i m i t a t i o n s . The 
greater the freedom the greater the d iss idence . We cannot have the one without the 
other. A Jewish community that attempts t o strengthen i t s i d e n t i t y by the f o r c i b l e 
imposition of majority rule can' t beat down t h i s p r i n c i p l e . Not without a p o l i c e -
man's club — that i t hasn' t go t . And never w i l l have so long as the American concept 
of freedom endures. 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 

IT IS HOPELESS TO ATTEMPT TO el iminate the d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of Jewish l i f e ; and 
we should be happy that t h i s i s so . Cultural plural ism within the Jewish community 
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has the same v ir tues as in the community at large . Cultural pluralism i s a much more 
a f f i rmat ive doctrine than the cul tural democracy of ten confused with i t . Cultural de-
mocracy merely maintains the right of people to be d i f f e r e n t . Cultural pluraj-ists 
be l i eve i t i s good for people to be d i f f e r e n t . In d i f f e r e n c e , given su i tab le condi-
t ions of in terac t ion , there i s a po tent ia l of mutual enrichment and a stimulus t o 
progress compatible with one's own growth needs. But there i s actual ly a l so a d e s i r -
able conservative inf luence in f a m i l i a r i t y with a l ternat ives to one's own modes of 
adaptation: the f a c t that there i s someone around who i s pu l l ing in a d i f f e r e n t d irec-
t ion may help to keep one from moving too rapidly or too s trongly in one's own. 

Ihe d׳ i v e r s i f i c a t i o n of Jewish l i f e , then, i s not a s u i t a b l e targe t . This s t i l l 
leaves us with the f r a c t i o n i z a t i o n of the Jewish community as a fac tor we might 
attempt t o do something about. The l a t t e r poses a much more ser ious threat to the 
formation of a meaningful Jewish se l f - image than does the former . . . 

Much more important a c r i t e r i o n than s i m i l a r i t y i s what Lewin c a l l s the " inter -
dependence of fate" — the f a c t that the d e s t i n i e s of even d i v e r s i f i e d Jews are so 
o f ten and so int imately bound together , that what happens to one Jew has consequence 
for what happens t o other Jews, and what one Jew does may have reverberation on the 
l i v e s of other Jews. Lewin concludes that i f Jews can be helped t o perceive t h i s 
f a c t much of the confusion over Jewish i d e n t i t y would be el iminated. 

According to t h i s analys is of Lewin's, the mere f a c t of Jewish d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 
i s not neces sar i ly a barr ier to the formation of a meaningful Jewish s e l f - image , as 
long as we can perceive the unity in the d i v e r s i t y . Lewin i s undoubtedly r ight in 
point ing t o the "interdependence of fate" as a major aspect of th i s uni ty . The trouble 
ar i s e s because i t i s so very d i f f i c u l t to perceive the underlying unity when one i s 
confronted with so many evidences , not of d i s s i m i l a r i t y , but of d i suni ty . 

The implicat ions are c l ear . I f we want to help our children develop a meaning-
f u l Jewish i d e n t i t y , we must learn, even at the cost of some personal s a c r i f i c e of 
p r i v i l e g e and autonomy and of running some r i sks that we may not be happy about, to 
bury our r i v a l r i e s , to l i v e together , and even to assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f or one 
another while accepting our d i f f e r e n c e s . Only in th i s way can the unity in our 
d i v e r s i t y become manifest — and only in t h i s way can i t acquire p o s i t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
beyond the present e s s e n t i a l l y negative common denominators of ancient h i s t o r i c a l 
or ig in and interdependence of f a t e . 

Let us assume, for ins tance , that the Reform Jew and the Orthodox Jew r e a l i z e 
that there i s r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e they can do about erasing the d i f ferences between 
them. Then, i f only because they recognize the interdependence of t h e i r f a t e s , each 
should recognize that he has a stake in the other. This means, among other th ings , 
that the Reform Jew has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of helping the Orthodox Jew t o provide the 
b e s t pos s ib l e education for h i s ch i ld that i s cons i s tent with the premises of Ortho-
doxy, and the Orthodox Jew has the reciprocal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the Reform Jew and 
his c h i l d . The children in each case should know that all Jewry has accepted respon-
s i b i l i t y f o r , and i s v i t a l l y in teres ted i n , t h e i r respect ive educations. 

Does t h i s seem vis ionary? Perhaps, but only to the extent that each d i s t i n c t i v e 
element of Jewry, unconvinced of the n e c e s s i t y of bui lding on the unity in the diver-
s i t y , b e l i e v e s i t can pursue i t s own exis tence as though the others did not e x i s t . 
Unless a d i f f e r e n t s t a t e of a f f a i r s comes about, one of the major hazards to Jewish 
psychological adjustment w i l l continue with us . 

ISIDOR CHEIN 

- 94 -



The Unity of the American Jewish Community 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G TACTS AND S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. What i s meant by "the uni ty of the American Jewish community"? 

2. Do you consider the s t a t e of the American Jewish community as "organized chaos"? 
I f y e s , why? 

3. I s i t s u f f i c i e n t that there i s unity among most Jewish organizations in times of 
c r i s i s and emergency? 

4. What ari the common values shared by most American Jews, despi te the d i v e r s i t y 
of organization? 

5 . What are some of the i s sues which further d i v i s i v e n e s s in the organizat ional 
s tructure of American Jewry? 

6 . Is there any American Jewish organization which can act as the spokesman of 
American Jewry on a l l or some i s sues? In what way can the organization develop 
such a function? 

7. What are the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of achieving one umbrella organization of American 
Jewry? 

8. In which areas (education, synagogue, philanthropy, anti-defamation work, e t c . ) 
of Jewish l i f e i s there a substant ia l united front? Has t h i s l imited uni ty demon-
s tra ted i t s usefu lness to American Jewry? 

9 . I s i t pos s ib l e to recreate the East European kehillah on the American scene? 

10. Do you b e l i e v e that loca l Jewish agencies , i . e . the Jewish Community Center, the 
federat ion and the synagogues, and the nat ional organizations provide s u f f i c i e n t 
opportunity for par t i c ipa t ing on the part of in t ere s t ed Jews in the formation of 
p o l i c i e s ? 

DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. List on a blackboard the i n i t i a l s of major Jewish organizat ions , f or example, 
CJFWF (Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds). UJA (United Jewish Appeal), 
JDC (Joint Distr ibut ion Committee), JWB (National Jewish Welfare Board), SCA (Syna-
gogue Council of America), RAA (Rabbinical Assembly of America), AJC (American Jew-
ish Committee and the American Jewish Congress). Ask the members to i d e n t i f y each 
one and then t o s e l e c t the unbrel la organizations among them. 

2 . Role-play a meeting of representat ives of major Jewish organizations planning 
a conference on the p l i g h t of Soviet Jewry or d iscuss ing a united front on church 
and s t a t e r e l a t i o n s . 

3. Arrange a debate on the topic "Should a l l nat ional Jewish organizations jo in 
in one coordinating body as the united spokesman of American Jewry with power t o act 
by majority rule?" 

4 . Show the color f i l m s t r i p "The Jews in America," which h i g h l i g h t s the growth 
of r e l i g i o u s , s o c i a l and communal a c t i v i t i e s . Available from the Jewish Education 
Committee of New York. 
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5. Role-play a meeting of a l o c a l bureau of Jewish education meeting i n which 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f a l l Jewish groups have been assembled to d i scuss the establ ishment 
of a u n i f i e d Jewish education system f o r the community. ן 

1 

SUGGESTED WEAVING 

(For a d e s c r i p t i o n of the books l i s t e d , see bibl iography in appendix.) 

Duker, Abraham G., "The Problems of Coordination and Unity ," pp. 323-338, The American 
Jewt ed. by Oscar I . Janowsky. 

E i s e n s t e i n , I r a , and Shapiro, Judah J . , "Can the American Jewish Community Be United?", 
pp. 162-188, Ten Vital Jewish Issuest ed. by William Berkowitz. 

Gordis, Robert, Judaism for the Modern Aget pp. 49-68 . 

Klutznick, P h i l i p M., No Easy Answerst pp. 27-50. 

Kohs, Samuel C. , "The Jewish Community," pp. 1267-1324, The Jews, ed. by Louis 
F i n k e l s t e i n . 

Richards, Bernard G., "Organizing American Jewry," pp. 482-508, Jews in the Modern 
World! ed . by Jacob Freid. 

1 
Sherman, C. B e z a l e l , The Jew Within American Societyt pp. 79-83. 
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UNITED JEWISH GIVING: PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS 

Selections by Hymen Safrant Donald B. Hurwitz, Maurice B. Hextert 
Marshall Sklare, Judah J. Shapiro and Philip M. Klutzniok. 

IF OUR FEDERATION EXPERIENCE HAS TAUGHT US ANYTHING, i t has helped us t o be re -
a l i s t s . We have pragmatically re la ted our structures and serv ice s t o the r e a l i t y of 
the way people l i v e , to the kind of people we are. We have become the most a f f l u e n t 
and most secure Jewish community in h i s t o r y , the most to l era ted and accepted. And 
yet our Judaism i s at the same time threatened by that very s e c u r i t y . I t i s cer -
t a i n l y not r e a l i s t i c to seek a cure by revert ing t o poverty and to the ghet to . We 
do not shape the future merely by e s tab l i sh ing i t s cont inui ty with the p a s t . We 
add t o our foundation, bui lding according to modern s p e c i f i c a t i o n s in a p r a c t i c a l 
manner. 

The Federation and Welfare Fund idea i s one of our success fu l achievements. The 
concept of our doing together — as a community — those things which can b e s t be 
done together; the convict ion of an organized, balanced Jewish community concerned 
equally with r e l i e f and enrichment, with physical and s p i r i t u a l surv iva l , with the 
quality of l i f e as wel l as l i f e i t s e l f — t h i s her i tage which our own generation has 
affirmed w i l l be continued a f t e r us . 

Among the ideas that we might s t r e s s for ourselves and for our new emerging lead-
ership i s the change which has occurred in the s ta tus of both the contributor and the 
beneficiary of our federated fund r a i s i n g . In the by-gone days of philanthropy 
Mr. Smith made a g i f t to Mr. Jones for the b e n e f i t of Mr. Brown. By now we have el im-
inated the th ird party in our philanthropy. Today we ourselves are the d i r e c t bene-
f i c i a r i e s of our own g iv ing . All of us and our fami l i e s may be and, at any t ime, prob-
ably are the c l i e n t s , members or pat i ents of one or more of our member agencies . 

True, our campaign giving s t i l l helps indiv iduals in need. Beyond t h i s , however, 
with each g i f t we make we are f i g u r a t i v e l y adding binding mortar and hardened bricks 
to our communal s tructure , to strengthen the foundations of Jewish l i v i n g . And again, 
we and our children w i l l bene f i t d i r e c t l y fr״m t h i s strengthened community in which 
we res ide . 

Some of us have been doing some hard thinking about how inc lus ive Federation ought 
to be and the scope of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Each community w i l l probably f ind a some-
what d i f f e r e n t answer for i t s e l f . There are those who i n s i s t that Federation should 
a c t i v e l y embrace the t o t a l i t y of Jewish i n t e r e s t s . Others f e e l that even a central 
community organization can not pretend to be a l l things to a l l people. 

Our growing homogeneity, within which we simultaneously develop more and more 
i n t e r e s t s in common, w i l l provide us opportunit ies for many addit ional group a c t i v -
i t i e s . We s h a l l perform many of these e i t h e r together in Federation, or they w i l l be 
done apart from us. Knowledgeable, aggressive Federation leaders , with f ingers on the 
pulse of the ir communities, have to shake o f f the i n e r t i a and conservatism which pre-
v a i l s natural ly in organizational l i f e . We, the leaders of our Federations, take the 
i n i t i a t i v e in deciding which things should be done communally and which should be l e f t 
for independent sponsors. To be frozen in our views by mere i n e r t i a serves only to 
extend an i n v i t a t i o n to others to proceed on t h e i r own, and poss ib ly at the expense 
of the communal outlook. F l e x i b i l i t y , however, allows us to respect the place of spe-
c ia l i n t e r e s t groups without s t i f l i n g the i r r ight t o separatism. Federation's re s -
p o n s i b i l i t y remains, as always, to continue to bui ld our otfn brand — a higher brand — 
of loya l ty ; that of communal, more centra l , or i en ta t ion . To the extent we succeed in 
t h i s , we can be confident of our a b i l i t y to cope with separate organizat ional l o y a l t i e s . 
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This leads me t o comment on the s o - c a l l e d "fund-raising plateau." I t i s my im-
pression that t h i s i s an i l l u s i o n . We must take in to account our loca l capi ta l cam-
paigns, our f a s t growing endowment funds and other sources of income which are ac-
cruing in our p o r t f o l i o s . When we round out t h i s picture with the bald fac t that 
every year some of our communities a l so do s u b s t a n t i a l l y b e t t e r in t h e i r welfare fund 
dr ives , we would then have t o ask ourselves what the word "plateau" i s supposed t o 
mean. I am afra id that i f we try to draw a d irect cause-and-ef fect l i n e between t h i s 
p lateau and the independent appeals s i tua t ion or the question of Federation's lack of 
i n c l u s i v e n e s s , we would merely be grasping for easy answers. 

Certainly i t i s poss ib le that some independent appeals do make dents in our wel-
fare funds. The approach t o t h i s problem, i t seems t o me, ought t o begin with our 
dec is ion as to which appeals properly belong in our central campaigns. After doing 
t h i s , Federation's i n i t i a t i v e and our normal techniques can begin t o correct any real 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

I have a convict ion that we have not penetrated our communities to the maximum. 
The independent appeal i s e a s i e r t o understand and w i l l always have glamour for some 
people . As we develop more serv ices or improve what we have, and go about our bus i -
ness with convict ion , we wilt be able to ra i s e more funds — much more funds. My 
answer t o t h i s plateau or campaign s t a b i l i z a t i o n i s that we must revive our primary 
commitment t o the central fund idea . We have no r ight t o assume that t h i s concept 
renews i t s e l f automatically. I t does have to be nurtured. Even for the most expe-
rienced among us , i t i s s t i l l too sophis t i ca ted an idea to be taken for granted. 

I f we understand the rea l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the central campaign, we w i l l remember 
what Sidney Rabb to ld t h i s Assembly three years ago. "Giving i s not enough. Giving 
enough i s not enough. The Jewish way of l i f e i s par t i c ipat ion in the a f f a i r s of the 
community, with a l l our hearts , a l l our resources , and a l l our i n t e l l i g e n c e . " Our 
welfare funds are more than chari ty . They are a measure of meaningful part i c ipat ion 
in the a f f a i r s of our Jewish community. 

I f we r e a l l y mean to keep Federation f l e x i b l e and a t trac t the next generation to 
us , we have to make i t poss ib l e for them to part ic ipate with us in a meaningful way. 
The l i n e s of communication between us and them have to be open. I mean for them 
l i t e r a l l y to be involved in our policy-making boards so that we can learn from them 
as wel l as have them learn from us. H i s t o r i c a l l y , Federation has been the platform 
on which members of the various r e l i g i o u s denominations have met and where the s ec -
ular and r e l i g i o u s segments of the Jewish community have jo ined. We must now con-
s c i o u s l y provide the meeting p lace , as w e l l , for two — and even three — generations . . . 

Our community agencies have a key ro le in t h i s job. Our Centers, camps, hos-
p i t a l s , family agencies , each and every one, must be used t o maintain our i d e n t i t y 
and strengthen our Jewish t i e s . We expect the next generation to modify, expand and 
a l t e r these e x i s t i n g communal s e r v i c e s . We hope they w i l l leave in tac t the funda-
mental and prime purposes of the i n s t i t u t i o n s : to meet needs that e x i s t among Jews 
and for Jews. 

Jewish values remain r e l a t i v e l y f ixed and constant. As Jews we f e e l the impor-
tance of creat ive Jewish l i v i n g . We accept the need t o maintain our r e l i g i o u s and 
cul tural i n t e g r i t y . We are anxious t o make our contribution t o American democracy. 
We take for granted an obl igat ion to our fe l low Jews and our fe l low man. 

What we want to bring about i s an amalgamation of the concepts of mitzvah and 
Torah. Mitzvot are the good deeds or the philanthropies we perform; Torah i s our Jew-
i s h awareness, education and conscious i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . Joining the two together in 
Federation makes for a healthy Jewish community . . . 
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Federation i s the communal instrument which combines the "know-why" with the 
"know-how"; the mitzvah with the Torah; the pract ic ing with the understanding. In 
t h i s sense Federation i s the instrument for the l i v i n g appl icat ion of our age-old 
values and noble t r a d i t i o n . We must learn t o use i t t o strengthen Jewish i d e n t i f i -
cat ion and assure Jewish surv iva l . This i s the challenge of our time. 

HYMAN SAFRAN 

OUR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS LONG SINCE ESTABLISHED a cherished t r a d i t i o n , en-
couraging support f or pr ivate agencies by means of tax exemptions and grant s - in -a id . 
This i s bas i c in the preservation of the pr ivate-publ ic fabr ic of American community 
s e r v i c e , but i t cannot be taken for granted and must be protected by constant v i g -
i l a n c e . There are too many s igns of subt le and d irec t attack for the luxury of re -
laxed comfort. Welfare Funds and United Funds enable indiv iduals to help others in 
the l i g h t of the pr inc ip l e s of Maimonides s e t down centuries ago, but s t i l l shining 
br ight ly . 

There must be even greater coordination than e x i s t s today in and between a l l 
f i e l d s of s e r v i c e , and cer ta in ly between government and pr ivate agencies . The Jewish 
community has increas ingly developed i t s health and welfare programs on a non-
sectar ian b a s i s large ly because of the use of government funds, but a l so large ly be -
cause of the changing composition of our communities, Jewish and general , and the ac-
companying changes in a t t i t u d e s . Certainly the next few years w i l l demand great pre-
occupation with the meaning of these trends, with the in f luence of publ ic funds, with 
the re la t ionsh ip of Jewish agencies t o the t o t a l community and with our own planning 
for serv ices in the future . The massive problems of our s o c i e t y demand massive co-
operation on a l l f r o n t s , and the Jewish people, no matter how involved they may be 
with t h e i r in terna l a f f a i r s , must par t i c ipate in the t o t a l e f f o r t to b u i l d a b e t t e r 
and more enriched c i v i l i z a t i o n . . . 

I t i s urgent that there be an in tens ive look at the re la t ionsh ip between Fed-
erat ion and i t s member agencies . The word autonomy i s important in these r e l a t i o n -
sh ips , but must be c a r e f u l l y interpreted and mutually understood. The p a r a l l e l be-
tween a federal government and i t s s t a t e s , and a Federation and i t s agencies , has 
o f ten been drawn and there i s much in t h i s comparison to merit our most thoughtful 
considerat ion. Autonomy does not mean complete independence in a federal se tup. 
There are certa in p o l i c i e s and strengths a f f e c t i n g the t o t a l welfare and s e c u r i t y 
which must r e s t with the central body. An idea l s t a t e of a f f a i r s i s very d i f f i c u l t 
to achieve because of the t rad i t i ons in any given community, the intense i n t e r e s t of 
agency part i sans as wel l as Federation part i sans , and many other f a c t o r s . 

However, with dol lars scarce and becoming scarcer in re la t ionsh ip t o need; with 
overal l heal th and welfare planning more expert and more experienced; with pub l i c -
private re la t ionsh ip more complex and involving the p o s s i b i l i t y of almost revo lut ion-
ary changes in our agency programs and s e r v i c e s , the ro le of a Federation and i t s 
agencies must be thoroughly reviewed with a fresh approach. The agencies and Fed-
erat ion must re-evaluate t h e i r r o l e s , t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , t h e i r leadership and 
t h e i r future . . . 

One of the p e r s i s t e n t problems of organized community l i f e i s the d i f f i c u l t y of 
making necessary changes in agency serv i ce s and r e l a t i o n s h i p s , because o f the natural 
i n e r t i a and res i s tance to change. Communities must concentrate more on serv ice than 
on s tructure , on a c t i v i t y than on autonomy. The burden of sharpening d e f i n i t i o n s and 
c r y s t a l l i z i n g new re la t ionsh ips to cope with the rapidly changing needs of our ac-
ce lerated pace of l i f e must be shared by the Federation and the agencies with a 
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w i l l i n g n e s s t o penetrate the wal l s o f t rad i t ion and move in to open spaces of the future. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g paradox i s presented by those who argue that a strong Federation i s 
necessary, but who draw the l i n e when that strength bumps up against the autonomy of 
a par t i cu lar agency. A Federation cannot be a source of f inanc ia l support exc lus ive ly 
and hope to carry out i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s in today's s o c i e t y . The functions of plan-
ning, coordination and s e t t i n g overa l l p o l i c y are equally e s s e n t i a l ones. A "strong" 
Federation cannot e x i s t in theory only, but must involve such concrete elements as 
ownership of property, major cap i ta l ho ld ings , and many po l i cy determinations, although 
the greates t source of strength i s always phi losophical agreement. 

DONALD B. HURWITZ 

I BELIEVE THERE WON'T BE MUCH DISPUTE with my predict ion that cer ta in ly the Jew-
i s h welfare funds w i l l continue t o grow, and that the Jewish federations w i l l not be 
displaced by community ches t s . More and more, as I read the t imes, Jewish phi lan-
thropic i n s t i t u t i o n s are looking for more and more of t h e i r support from Jewish sources 
rather than t o the community ches t . I do not know why i t should be so unpalatable to 
say and to hear that somehow or other Jews give more t o Jewish causes than t o general 
causes. The d i f f e r e n t i a l propensity i s not due completely t o b e t t e r organized campaigns. 
I t ' s in our blood. And i t i s construct ive . 

I b e l i e v e that inescapably there w i l l be more planning rather than l e s s by the 
central communal agencies . We may need another 1929 t o bring t h i s about. I hope not 
but at any rate I d e f i n i t e l y be l i eve communal planning i s on the march and that we 
are j u s t see ing the vague beginnings of i t , dynamic and productive as those beginnings 
have been over the past generation. In the smaller c i t i e s I be l i eve the ro le of the 
community counci ls w i l l increase . 

I see a continuing ro le for the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds 
and I b e l i e v e , with the passage of time, that organization w i l l pay more at tent ion 
to our loca l scene than i t has in the decade and a ha l f j u s t passed in which, un-
derstandably, a good deal of at tent ion was paid to overseas needs geared up t o cam-
paign goa l s . I t s platform w i l l not be used to proclaim the primacy of overseas needs 
or indeed for any other need. 

MAURICE B. HEXTER 

JEWISH PHILANTHROPIC !ACTIVITY has a l so succeeded in impressing the Jews them-
s e l v e s : of the many Jewish tr ibutes to Jewish generosity Harry L. Lurie's A Heritage 
Affirmed: The Jewish Federation Movement in America i s the most recent and among the 
most ardent. The impl icat ion of Lurie's t i t l e i s c lear: however far American Jews 
have strayed from Jewish t r a d i t i o n , however much they may be c r i t i c i z e d for i rrever-
ence and outright secularism, they have s t i l l punc t i l i ous ly observed one crucia l 
r e l i g i o u s commandment — the mitzvah of tzedakaht or charity — whose force in the 
Jewish t rad i t ion i s so great that support of the indigent i s defined by the t rad i t ion 
as including the wherewithal for those being supported to observe t h i s mitzvah them-
s e l v e s . 

The federat ions described in Lurie's book now e x i s t in a l l American c i t i e s where 
Jews l i v e in any s i g n i f i c a n t numbers. Each federation ra i se s and a l l o c a t e s funds for 
l o c a l , n a t i o n a l , and overseas b e n e f i c i a r i e s . Called by a var ie ty of names, the fed-
erat ions a l so vary in t h e i r functions according to the s i z e of the loca l Jewish 
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population, the part icular evolut ion of the Jewish community, and the structure of 
the general community. In small c i t i e s federat ions may themselves operate s o c i a l 
s e r v i c e s . In larger c i t i e s they general ly serve only as fund-ra is ing , coordinating, 
and community-planning agencies — each loca l benef i c iary having i t s own separate 
board and profes s iona l s t a f f . In the large communities the range of serv ices the 
federat ions subsidize and coordinate may be wide indeed: care for children who are 
orphaned, delinquent or maladjusted; recreat ional f a c i l i t i e s l i k e Y״s, day camps, and 
country camps; Jewish education; psych ia tr i c casework for problem f a m i l i e s ; employ-
ment and vocat ional guidance agencies; general and s p e c i a l i z e d h o s p i t a l s ; homes for 
the aged; and Jewish community r e l a t i o n s . 

Orig inal ly the federations were founded to ra i s e funds for l oca l Jewish i n s t i t u -
t ions ; at a l a t e r period "welfare funds" were e s tab l i shed t o help f inance agencies that 
a s s i s t e d Jews abroad and, to a much l e s s e r ex tent , the nat ional Jewish agencies . In 
recent decades amalgamations have led to the creation of one central organization in 
each c i t y which r a i s e s funds for l o c a l , na t iona l , and overseas needs. The s i n g l e ex-
ception i s in New York City where the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York 
ra i s e s funds for loca l needs, and the United Jewish Appeal of Greater New York — an 
e n t i r e l y separate group — runs an annual campaign for overseas agencies and for a 
small l i s t of nat ional ones. The name of the organization which Lurie headed u n t i l 
h i s retirement — the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds — dates back 
t o the period when separate campaigns were held for loca l and overseas causes , but 
today the CJFWF serves as the coordinating body of the many hundreds of integrated 
federations scat tered throughout the nat ion. 

Al l t h i s i s developed at length in Lurie*s h i s t o r y , along with h i s test imonies 
to the ingenuity of the s o c i a l engineering and i n s t i t u t i o n a l framework of Jewish phi -
lanthropy. However, in s p i t e of h i s h ighly p o s i t i v e account of the federat ion move-
ment, as we l l as the other tr ibutes we have been not ing , there i s evidence enough on 
the other s ide to make i t c lear that a wide gul f e x i s t s between the image and the 
r e a l i t y of Jewish philanthropy. The truth of the matter i s that Jewish philanthropy 
in general , and the federat ions in par t i cu lar , have a host of ser ious and unresolved 
problems, and, further , that many of these problems promise to become more ser ious in 
the decades ahead . . . 

Regrettably, we cannot say p r e c i s e l y how many American Jewish households f a i l t o 
contribute , f or no one has taken the trouble to gather the necessary data. Nonethe-
l e s s , the l imited research that has been done leads to two conclusions: that there 
are sharp var ia t ions from community to community in the proportion of households which 
have been e n l i s t e d in the campaigns; and secondly, that in some of the larges t c i t i e s 
only a minority have been e n l i s t e d . . . 

Thus, although we cannot say exact ly how many Jewish fami l i e s in America contr ib-
ute to these central fund-rais ing organizat ions , i t would be rash to claim that more 
than 50 per cent do, and the evidence we have suggests an even lower f igure . . . 

Whether or not the wealthy contribute generously in r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r income or 
net worth, the f a c t i s that the drives depend upon them. For example, 2 per cent 
of the contributors to the Los Angeles Federation account for 52 per cent of the t o t a l 
money ra i sed; in Philadelphia 2 per cent provide 62 per cent , and in Chicago 3 per 
cent provide 55 per cent . 

"Ihe re l i ance upon the big g ivers has the b e n e f i t of containing the r a t i o of 
fund-rais ing expenses to proceeds, but i t makes the o v e r - a l l fund-rais ing operation 
that much more unpredictable. The b ig givers tend to watch each other , and in some 
c i t i e s a cut by one may inf luence the ent ire group and cause a ser ious drop in the 
campaign r e c e i p t s . Then, too, the s i z e of the pledge of the b ig g iver i s not so 
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much determined by what he can af ford as by h i s business mood at the t ime. Any s e t -
back in the economy, par t i cu lar ly one a f f e c t i n g paper p r o f i t s , i s a threat t o the cam-
paign's success . . . 

What w i l l the future bring? The few data avai lable indicate that the problems of 
Jewish philanthropy are l i k e l y to become formidable. One reason l i e s in the growing 
inf luence of American voluntarism which — except in the case of certa in small sec-
tarian groups — involves a lower standard of generosity than i s customary among Jews. 
As Jews become more acculturated i t i s quite poss ib le that they may adopt these gen-
eral standards, which would considerably diminish the income of the i r own phi lanthropies . 

The NORC study contains some i n f e r e n t i a l evidence on t h i s po in t . While immigrants 
compose 26 per cent of a l l the contributors , they provide 36 per cent of the $2,500-
and-over contr ibutors . Furthermore, there i s a higher proportion of t h i s group in the 
$2,500-and-over category than in any other. The question then i s whether these pro-
portions r e f l e c t the greater prosperi ty of the immigrant group against the na t ive -
born, or whether the former i s more "Jewish" and affirms i t s Jewish heri tage in t h i s 
respect more s trongly . The l a t t e r interpretat ion seems the more l i k e l y — part i cu lar ly 
when We n o t i c e that immigrants cons t i tu te only a minor proportion of the small g ivers — 
some 18 per cent . Thus the small givers do not cons i s t predominantly of an unaccul-
turated element, as i s sometimes thought, who s i t on the i r wa l l e t s because they are 
a l ienated from agencies l i k e the federations which ra i se funds in ways so d i f f e r e n t 
from those of the old country . . . 

There i s no longer any Jewish monopoly on hard-hit t ing campaign techniques, s ince 
such techniques are evident ly f inding t h e i r way from the Jewish to the general com-
munity. Also of importance i s the diminishing incent ive that can be expected from 
the establishment of the State of I s r a e l , whose impact on Jewish consciousness i s a l -
ready not iceably weakening now that the miracle i s a decade and a ha l f o ld . 

Other roots of Jewish g iv ing seem a l so t o be withering. In the answers to ques-
t ians on philanthropy asked of Jewish teenagers in the Riverton Study, there was a 
remarkable absence of any b e l i e f that Jews must take care of t h e i r own because they 
are under a solemn obl igat ion to do so , or because others w i l l not do s o , or because 
i t would be bad publ ic re la t ions i f Jews were to have Genti les help them even i f they 
were w i l l i n g t o do so . Such b e l i e f s , charac ter i s t i c of e a r l i e r periods in American 
Jewish l i f e , seem outdated t o those growing up in a culture whose non-sectarian phi -
lanthropies extend t h e i r aid t o a l l groups, and whose municipal, s t a t e , and federal 
agencies are more than w i l l i n g to include Jewish agencies in t h e i r grants. In fac t 
i t i s the Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s , rather than the public agencies , which have been hold-
ing back. While the federations have accepted community-chest grants ( in some of the 
smaller communities such grants now meet the major portion of the budget for local 
needs) , they have moved cautiously in seeking or accepting aid from publ ic sources. 

The responses of Riverton's Jewish teenagers should not lead us t o assume that 
the f e e l i n g among Jews that they must be responsible for t h e i r own i s soon to become 
e x t i n c t . But i t does seem c lear that in the decades ahead giving to Jewish causes 
w i l l have t o be much more a matter of Jewish aff irmation than of Jewish defens iveness , 
and that i t w i l l be l e s s the r e s u l t of habit than of thoughtful decis ion . . . 

Further evidence suggests that however ethnocentric and "Jewish" a philanthropy 
remains in p r a c t i c e , i t i s the b e t t e r part of fund-raising wisdom to emphasize that 
i t i s a l s o non-sectarian and serves general as wel l as Jewish concerns (" . . . the 
Jewish community's expression of and contribution to the health and welfare needs of 
the e n t i r e community," as i t s pres ident recent ly described the New York Federation), 
Of course, the r e a l i t y i s that quite a number of the agencies which w i l l b e n e f i t from 
the New York Federation's bui lding-fund campaign ( to r e s t r i c t ourselves to that ex-
ample) have a p o l i c y of taking only Jewish c l i e n t s , and that some of the agencies 
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which adhere to an open-admissions p o l i c y reta in a large ly Jewish c l i e n t e l e by not 
locat ing in neighborhoods which are predominantly Gent i le . Thus, although the f e a s t 
i s not being served in the same non-sectarian way that i t i s being cooked, the con-
tent of the p u b l i c i t y does demonstrate strong approval of the idea l of non-sec tar i -
anism . . . 

The r e l a t i v e l y modest proportion of Jewish households which give to federat ions 
and the modest l e v e l of most contr ibut ions , the re l i ance upon a small percentage of 
b ig g ivers , the i n a b i l i t y of the federat ions t o increase the i r income in the face of 
r i s i n g needs, the ambiguities suggested by the success of non-sectarian-oriented 
Jewish causes, the increasing acculturation of the g iver and h i s res i s tance to con-
ce iv ing of h i s philanthropy in t rad i t iona l ways — these are only some of the prob-
lems which confront federat ions in part icu lar and Jewish philanthropy in general . I f 
few of these obvious i s sues have received thorough-going d i scuss ion , even more funda-
mental problems — such as the secu lar izat ion of Jewish giving and the gradual weak-
ening of i t s connection with the b e l i e f that tzedakah i s a God-given commandment — 
have been not iced by only a handful of s e n s i t i v e profes s iona l s and lay leaders . Even 
when i s sues do r i s e t o the surface — currently the federat ions are agi tated by the 
question of whether to support Jewish day schools — they hardly succeed in modifying 
the incessant note of p o s i t i v e thinking: 

. . . federat ions have had an event fu l and on the whole s a t i s f a c t o r y h i s t o r y . They 
have grown more rather than l e s s important with the years . Given an environment 
of peace and prosper i ty , federat ions w i l l funct ion in the future as a form of Jew-
i sh organization adapted t o serving Jewish needs, according t o the requirements 
of the New World and of democracy . . . 

I t would take a radical turn of events , amounting t o a revolut ion in American 
democratic organization or a world catastrophe t o upset current trends in the 
development of Jewish federat ions . 

Thus ends Lurie•s book. His assurances that the Jewish heri tage of tzedakah i s 
being affirmed, and that such aff irmation i s bound to continue short of p o l i t i c a l rev-
olut ion or nuclear destruct ion, i s a r e f l e c t i o n of the tenor of thinking about Amer-
ican Jewish philanthropy which i s encountered in a var i e ty of c i r c l e s . Such an ap-
proach pays l i t t l e a t tent ion to present d i f f i c u l t i e s and projects an unduly o p t i m i s t i c 
view of the future . Reappraisal in t h i s f i e l d w i l l have i t s agonizing aspects , but 
i t i s necessary i f Jewish philanthropy i s to deal construct ive ly with the present 
r e a l i t i e s and future problems that we have attempted t o sketch. 

MARSHALL SKLARE* 

IF WE EXAMINE OUR PRESENT PATTERN of Jewish philanthropy we may f ind that the 
Jew i s not ac t ive on the bas i s of h i s Jewish her i tage and not even as a person of 
chari table character. He may rather be behaving as he does for what accrues to him 
in a f u l l y personal manner. I t may be s t a r t l i n g , but i t i s true , that we have far 
too many examples where a publ ic benefactor i s seeking h i s own happiness by the bene-
fac t ion rather than that of the bene f i c iary . Our Jewish philanthropy, s u f f e r i n g sim-
i l a r l y , i s therefore not always an act of Jewish chari ty but the personal pursuit of 
an indiv idual . 

These r e a l i t i e s have consequences. Even i f unwit t ing ly , the Jewish State has 

* Reprinted from Commentary, by permission; copyright (c) 1962 by the American 
Jewish Committee. 
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provided innumerable sources of personal s a t i s f a c t i o n to i t s supporters. I t has o f -
fered pres t ige and s ta tus to donors of funds, but has a lso e levated a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l 
elements to seeming pos i t i ons of i n t e l l e c t u a l attainment by the opportunity given to 
such indiv iduals to enjoy h o s p i t a l i t y and honor on min i s t er ia l and academic l e v e l s . 
I t has at the same time had the consequence of a l i enat ing individuals whose convic-
t ions were strong but whose a b i l i t y to contribute f i n a n c i a l l y was l e s s . There i s 
therefore no certa in equation of major supporters of the Jewish s t a t e with people of 
convict ions about the value of a Jewish mil ieu which can encourage new and creat ive 
forces of Jewish l i f e relevant to Jewish communities and organizations outside I srae l . . . 

We make the mistake of regarding those who contribute or s o l i c i t funds for the 
Jewish community as those responsible for the decis ions of the Jewish community. This 
i s not so , and t h i s must be e s tab l i shed . The moment funds are contributed to the Jew-
i sh community, they are Jewish community funds at the disposal of Jews. In such a 
concept the Zionists must be v i s i b l e and vocal part ic ipants in determining Jewish com-
munal p o l i c y . They cannot be ignored because they are not o f f i c i a l l y fund-raisers in 
the community but w i l l be ignored i f they surrender a decision-making voice by de fau l t . 

There i s no way of avoiding the p o s s i b i l i t y that a change in bas ic Jewish communal 
commitment may a l t e r the fund-rais ing p ic ture . There are probably those who would give 
l e s s t o Jewish group survival in t h e i r own l o c a l i t y than to the rescue of Jews in other 
p l a c e s . As between the two r i s k s , the Zionist has no a l t ernat ive but to choose Jew-
i s h group survival and to hope that t h i s w i l l in i t s e l f strengthen rather than weaken 
the phi lanthropic r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of individual Jews. We have probably not given ade-
quate credi t in a l l that has preceded to the wonderful fund-rais ing e f f o r t s carried 
out by central communal organizations and by spec ia l i zed fund-rais ing pro jec t s . Our 
challenge i s not to these e f f o r t s but to the f a i l u r e of a Jewish community t o u t i l i z e 
these funds for i t s cont inui ty . 

•JUDAH J . SHAPIRO 

THERE HAS 3EEN A CHANGE IN DIRECTION of Jewish philanthropy — at l e a s t in that 
part of i t retained for domestic purposes. I t i s no longer, as i t once was, a Lady 
Bountiful act of "the r ich helping the poor." Problems of poverty, heal th , and old 
age are now being met, in some measure, by the general s o c i a l welfare government agen-
c i e s . Jewish fund ra i s ing today i s large ly for the Jewish community's s e l f - s e r v i c e s — 
for I s r a e l , f or c i v i c defense , for i t s r e l i g i o u s education, for i t s youth guidance, 
and for other c l ear ly purposed Jewish group a c t i v i t i e s . "Giver" and "beneficiary" are 
are one and the same. But while chari ty for the individual was i t s own j u s t i f i c a t i o n , 
philanthropy for the community now a l s o has ideo log ica l overtones that can a t trac t 
(or repel ) the l o y a l t i e s of the contributor. 

When these factors are considered, there are national organizations and i n s t i t u -
t i o n s , s k i l l e d at fund ra i s ing and i d e o l o g i c a l l y a t t r a c t i v e , that f ind the organized 
federat ion not neces sar i l y a boon. They accept federation allotments knowing that , by 
doing s o , they s a c r i f i c e t h e i r own spec ia l p o t e n t i a l s . This, "for the sake of the 
community." 

This i s a drawback that i s supposed to be overcome — i f not always compensated 
for — by the projected image of a central fund as q u a l i f i e d t o a l l oca te the com-
munity's do l lars with some measure of equi ty . I t i s patent that f i v e separate i n s t i -
tu t ions in a community are not n e c e s s a r i l y of equal p r i o r i t y , nor are the i r budgetary 
needs the same. The contributor, in h i s innocence or with h i s s tatus code, i s incap-
able h imsel f of allowing for the d i f f erences and imbalances. This i s palpably true 
in the case of our fr iend who gives an equal twenty-f ive do l lars to f i v e causes. His 
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action may a l so involve a neglect of the needs of other i n s t i t u t i o n s in the community 
whose h i s t o r y and appeals have somehow not reg i s tered with him, or emerged too l a t e 
for h i s rat ional review. His g i f t to a united fund — even when reduced in t o t a l — 
has the v i r tue of correct ing i n e q u i t i e s that would otherwise be perpetuated by force 
of habit and i n e r t i a . 

I t i s at t h i s point that the united fund serves i t s primary purposes. I t c l ears 
away the jungle of confusion; i t achieves some degree of order l iness and equi ty; and 
i t plays a uni fy ing role in Jewish l i f e . . . 

E s s e n t i a l l y , two p a r t i e s are involved in fund ra i s ing : the contributor and the 
b e n e f i c i a r y . The united fund obscures th i s re la t ionsh ip when i t becomes a th ird pr in -
c ipal with so dominant and demanding a character of i t s own as t o subordinate and put 
in to the shade the par t i e s that have created the fund as a convenient machine. The 
machine comes co master i t s creator. 

Now, t h i s c r i t i c i s m does not suggest that a united fund can e x i s t or serve i t s 
purposes as a nonent i ty . The image of the united fund must be c lear i f i t i s to have 
s t a t u s , e n l i s t mass support, and provide the trappings and pres t ige always needed to 
develop a leadership capable of exert ing i t s proper in f luence . 

But a l i n e of demarcation between the fund and i t s partners , however hazy and i n -
d i s t i n c t , does — and should — e x i s t . When the fund oversteps i t to become, at l e a s t 
in i t s own eyes , more v i t a l than the member agencies i t i s organized to serve , there 
i s a jarr ing invers ion of values; the machinery has taken on an importance beyond that 
of i t s purpose . . . 

I t would be reveal ing to t e s t the knowledge individual contributors have of the 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and agencies that share in t h e i r common fund. My own informal observa-
t ions are that i t i s the rare person indeed who i s able t o so much as i d e n t i f y the 
th i r ty to f i f t y organizations united in some of the larger funds, much l e s s know t h e i r 
purposes, programs and values . . . 

Big g ivers predominate in the fund's counci l s . Their persuasive i n f l u e n c e , for 
good or i l l , l arge ly determines p o l i c y . The contention that the leadership of a fund 
i s "representat ive of the community" may be only a "paper f a c t . " Often t h i s i s ra-
t i ona l i zed as a " r e a l i s t i c " n e c e s s i t y . Democratizing a fund's d i rec tora te , admittedly 
good in p r i n c i p l e , i s supposed t o be bad for the balance shee t , i f the i n t e r e s t of 
wealthier contributors i s diminished by l imi t ing t h e i r authority and s t a t u s . There 
i s a l so the p o s i t i o n that i t i s not e n t i r e l y undemocratic to a l l o t to the b ig contr ib-
utor a correspondingly b ig vo ice . Whatever the theory, the pract ice very o f t en e f f e c -
t i v e l y f o r e c l o s e s the opportunity for leadership and policy-making by those who, out 
of personal circumstances, cannot meet the standard of "big giving" but who have much 
t o contribute in thinking, in p o l i c y appraisa ls , and in other forms of ac t ive p a r t i c -
ipat ion . . . 

The sharpest c r i t i c i s m of the united fund can be directed at i t s e f f o r t s , per-
emptory i f we l l - in ten t ioned , to control the community. Moved by an addiction t o a 
comptroller's t i d i n e s s , and strong in i t s grip on the p u b l i c ' s purse, many a fund 
has misinterpreted i t s ro le as that of the benevolent , all-knowing r ich uncle of Jew-
i sh l i f e . 

The or ig ina l purpose of the central fund — to reduce waste and dupl icat ion by 
collecting the community's i n s t i t u t i o n s in a common fund-rais ing apparatus — i s c lear 
and unchallenged. To s p l i t the k i t t y with some regard for equity the fund a l so en-
gages in a coordinating process , reviewing i n s t i t u t i o n budgets as a guide t o i t s 
a l l o c a t i o n s . 
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Here the confusion s t a r t s . The competency of the united fund t o examine and judge 
budgets , in view o f the d e f i c i e n c i e s o f i t s own l imi ted leadership , i s a contes tab le 
i s s u e . Al l the more so i n l i g h t of the f a c t that the procedures of budget reviewing 
and the standards used vary from fund t o fund . . . 

There i s l i t t l e i n d i c a t i o n , over the long, i n f l a t i o n a r y haul , that the Jewish com-
munity w i l l ever revert t o the p r e - I s r a e l l e v e l of fund r a i s i n g . In a growing com-
munity new demands are sure t o spring up t o replace the o l d . 

With t h i s prospect , the federated fund i s entrusted with an i n c r e a s i n g l y greater 
importance i n Jewish l i f e . Cr i t ic i sm of some developments cannot shut out the ex-
p l i c i t v i r t u e s ; and sure ly the uni ted fund i s and can be a p l i a b l e instrument f o r 
voluntary u n i t y , with the community i n f i n i t e l y b e t t e r o f f because of i t . . . 

The fund must carry out i t s ro l e with respect f o r moderation. I t must control 
i t s urge t o c o n t r o l . I t must broaden i t s l eadership . I t must come t o understand and 
make adjustments f o r the changing character of Jewish l i f e . Above a l l , the fund must 
be guided i n what i t does by the most important thing i t i s supposed to do: Not to 
manage the community״s money. To r a i s e i t . 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 

QUESTIONS FOR ELICITING FACTS AMP STIMULATING DISCUSSION 

1. I s the Jewish t r a d i t i o n a l concept of tzedakah as a personal ob l iga t ion being 
pract iced today or has i t been changed as a r e s u l t o f central fund-rais ing? 

2 . What f a c t o r s motivated the Jews in America to e s t a b l i s h and maintain t h e i r own 
hea l th and wel fare i n s t i t u t i o n s ? 

3 . Should Jews g ive pr imari ly to Jewish causes in preference to general communal 
causes? 

4 . Should g iv ing t o indiv idual causes be encouraged in d i s t i n c t i o n t o uni ted fund 
( federat ion) g iv ing? 

5 . Are American Jews g iv ing t o Jewish communal agencies in accordance with t h e i r 
means? 

6 . What f a c t o r s created changes i n Jewish philanthropy in America during the past 
t w e n t y - f i v e years? 

7. Do you b e l i e v e that American Jews w i l l g ive more or l e s s t o Jewish causes in the 
next generation? 

8. What should be the p r i o r i t i e s f o r a l l o c a t i o n s of funds to Jewish organizat ions? 
a . i n t e r n a t i o n a l - na t iona l - l o c a l , b . medical - s o c i a l wel fare - r e l i g i o u s -
educational - c u l t u r a l . 

9 . With the increased government aid t o some agenc ies , should the Jewish federat ions 
withdraw t h e i r support from such i n s t i t u t i o n s ? 

10. I s there s u f f i c i e n t opportunity f o r i n t e r e s t e d ind iv idual s t o share i n the p o l i c y 
making of Jewish federat ions? 
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11. Should the "big giver" to federat ion have a "big say" or an "equal say" in the 
a l l o c a t i o n of funds? 

12. What would be the idea l re la t ionsh ip between a federation and the agencies i t 
supports in terms of control v s . autonomy? 

13. Has coordinated fund-rais ing of Jewish agencies proven succes s fu l in e l iminat ing 
a m u l t i p l i c i t y of campaigns and in gaining increased income? Discuss i t s ad-
vantages and disadvantages. 

VEVTCES FOR MOTII/ATIWG VISCUSSlOfJ 

1. Role-play a scene depict ing a budget hearing of a loca l federat ion which i s 
considering a l l o c a t i o n s for l o c a l , nat ional and internat ional organizat ions . 

2. Inv i te the executive d irec tor of the l oca l federat ion to serve as a resource 
or to answer questions prepared in advance by members of the group. 

3. Role-play a dialogue between a volunteer s o l i c i t i n g a contribution from a 
we l l - to -do Jew who wants to reduce the amount of the g i f t he gave the previous year. 

4. Arrange in advance for one of the members to give a book review of A Heritage 
Affirmed: The Jewish Federation Movement, by Harry Lurie. 

5 . Do a simple reading as f or a radio broadcast of "Federation," a s c r i p t 
(vo l . VI, no. 1) in the Headline Parade s e r i e s of the Jewish Education Committee of 
New York. I t i s a short dramatization of the work of the central phi lanthropic or-
ganizat ions . 

6 . The showing of "Your Federation," a f i l m s t r i p portraying a panorama of ac-
t i v i t i e s of New York's communal phi lanthropies , can be an e f f e c t i v e st imulat ing ap-
proach. Available from Jewish Education Committee of New York. "The Adventures of 
Debby and Danny Dollar" i s a f i l m s t r i p on the work of the Jewish Community Federation 
of Cleveland, su i tab le f or youth and adult groups. 

7. Three 16 mm. sound f i lms are avai lable from the Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropies of New York: "The Tender Hand" (14 minutes), "A Journey in to Life" (14 
minutes) and "A Matter of Living" (2 vers ions: 28 minutes and 18 minutes.) 

8. Dis tr ibute to those assembled a l i s t of the b e n e f i c i a r i e s of the loca l fed-
eration and indicate the t o t a l amount of the a l l o c a t i o n s . Ask each one t o divide the 
t o t a l among the b e n e f i c i a r i e s as he or she sees f i t . Then d i s t r i b u t e a l i s t of the 
actual a l l o c a t i o n s . 
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AMERICAN JEWRY, ZIONISM AND ISRAEL 

Selections by Judd L. Tellert ־Philip M. Klutznickt Joseph L. Blccut Judah J. Shapirot 
Mordeoai M. Kaplant Maurice B. Pekarsky, Morris Adlert and Louis D. Brandeis. 

BY ITS VERY NATURE, AMERICAN ZIONISM has been a middle-c lass movement, lacking 
i n t e l l e c t u a l e lan . The a f f e c t i o n s of even veteran Zionists were, a f t e r 1948, d e f l e c t e d 
from the movement to the State of I s r a e l , Zionism's embodied purpose. The recognit ion 
conferred upon them by I srae l has a f f e c t e d the s tatus of a l l agencies and indiv iduals 
in American Jewish publ ic l i f e . Zionism has not enjoyed warm recognit ion from I s r a e l . 
The l a t t e r , of n e c e s s i t y , has been concerned with those who bes t serve i t s immediate 
purposes, f i n a n c i a l and p o l i t i c a l . The Zionist apparatus and membership have been 
regarded by some of I s r a e l ' s leadership as not par t i cu lar ly re levant to t h e i r coun-
t r y ' s imnediate purpose. In the p o l i t i c a l arena, a l l the major Jewish organizations 
have responded promptly and a l i k e , i f not always j o i n t l y , whenever I s rae l has appeared 
to be threatened. The United Jewish Appeal and I srae l Bonds have assumed former Zion-
i s t r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s in the f inanc ia l f i e l d . Zionism has created i t s own replace-
ments. 

American Zionis ts have ye t to explain convincingly how they d i f f e r i d e o l o g i c a l l y 
from non-Zionis t s , now that the State of I s rae l has been e s tab l i shed . They contend 
that non-Zionists would not r isk publ ic embarrassment in supporting I s r a e l . The one 
t e s t to which t h i s contention was put , the Sinai campaign of 1956, found the non-
Zionists as c r i t i c a l as the Zionists of United States government p o l i c y . Ben-Gurion's 
t e s t of Zionis t l oya l ty i s whether one s tud ies Hebrew and s e t t l e s in I s r a e l . This 
t e s t has probably been met by as many, or as few, non-Zionists as Z ion i s t s . 

Zionism might recover i t s relevance to I s rae l by r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g i t s relevance 
to American Jewry. Unfortunately, here too Zionism has become l e a s t relevant in the 
one f i e l d in which i t had in the past made an appreciable contr ibut ion. That f i e l d 
i s "defense a c t i v i t y , " which i s now c a l l e d "human r e l a t i o n s . " Zionis t s provided t h i s 
e f f o r t with stimulus and a raison d'etre when they c a l l e d for mi l i tan t preventive 
act ion against Nazism in the early 1930's , whereas non-Zionist agencies advised tem-
poriz ing with Ber l in . But "human re la t ions" has s ince turned to more subt le targets 
and problems, and i t i s the preserve of leading non-Zionist organizat ions , serviced 
by technocrats , lawyers, s o c i o l o g i s t s and copy wr i ters . The new techniques are beyond 
the range of a mass movement which Zionism was intended to be . 

The American Zionist movement has been cast ing about for some other area of ac-
t i v i t y that might r e - e s t a b l i s h i t s relevance. I t has been trying to stake out a 
claim t o Jewish education. But that f i e l d too has been pre-empted by others , i n -
eluding Zionis t -or iented educators whom American Zionism previously and outrageously 
ignored. 

I t i s sometimes proposed that American Zionism's true function i s t o prevent a 
future a l i enat ion between American Jewry and I s r a e l . Symptoms of estrangement have 
been detected in the younger generation's a l l eged apathy to appeals for funds for 
I s r a e l . But t h i s i s hardly a proper gauge. Indeed, t h i s kind of one-dimensional 
re la t ionship between donor and benef i c iary i s detrimental . A more in tegra l r e l a t i o n -
ship i s necessary, but i t cannot evolve u n t i l American Jewry becomes f u l l y v i s i b l e and 
i d e n t i f i a b l e . I t s concerns today are d i v e r s i f i e d and departmentalized and convey the 
impression of incoherent, d i s jo in ted funct ioning. I srae l does not address i t s e l f to 
American Jewry in i t s t o t a l i t y , but to i t s separate funct ions , which i s an absurd 
circumstance. 

What American Jewry requires , both for i t s own good and for i t s r e l a t i o n s with 
I s r a e l , i s a coordination of i t s funct ions , concerns and i n t e r e s t s . This does not 
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mean the type of operational centra l i za t ion which Zionist leaders propose. I t means 
synthes i s . World Zionism's h i s t o r i c contribution, apart from bringing the State of 
I srae l in to being, has been i t s a b i l i t y to extract the s u r v i v a l i s t elements from a l l 
movements that deeply s t i r r e d contemporary Jewry and to synthes ize them into a Zion-
i s t t o t a l i t y . I t adopted the Yiddish and Hebrew l i t e r a r y renaissance; some of i t s 
segments espoused s o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e s ; and i t impressed i t s e l f even on the realm of 
r e l i g i o n by s p l i t t i n g the Reform rabbinate over the i s sue of a Jewish National Home, 
and by producing an Orthodox kibbutz movement. There i s no evidence, however, from 
i t s utterances , that American Zionist leadership i s endowed with the t o t a l compre-
hension which th i s task requires in America. 

JUDD L . TELLER 

JUST AS ISRAEL TODAY IS NOT THE ISRAEL of May 14, 1948, so w i l l the next genera-
t ions of I s r a e l i and American Jews experience fundamental changes. The l inks now 
forged out of sentiment and out of rapid reaction to c r i s i s must be strengthened in 
the future in an enduring permanency and out of a creat ive and balanced rec iproc i ty . 

I do not expect complete i d e n t i t y of views between I s r a e l ' s Jews and my nat ive 
Jewish community. How can there be? I srae l i s a p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y with i t s own na-
t iona l problems and i t s own processes and pace of development. I do not expect the 
I s r a e l i to share my outlook as an American Jew, at home in my native land. There may 
even be tensions and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s between vis. But throughout we have many pur-
poses in common; and these can thrive only as the I s r a e l i Jew understands my f e e l i n g s 
and my optimism for my Jewish future here in the United S ta te s , jus t as I must under-
stand h i s nat ional po l i cy dec i s ions . He must learn to understand them because t h i s , 
when you get r ight down to i t , i s how American Jews f e e l ; t h i s i s where and how they 
choose to l i v e . The I s r a e l i may wish i t otherwise; but i f he i s p r a c t i c a l , he w i l l 
come to terms with t h i s anchor r e a l i t y . 

I t i s a s i g n i f i c a n t truth that the re-emergence of the Jewish commonwealth has 
become a pervading f a c t for Jewish l i f e in the free world. Every Jew, not omitting 
the confirmed a n t i - Z i o n i s t , i s a f f e c t e d by and concerned with i t . In the foresee-
able years ahead, I srae l w i l l , I do not doubt, continue to have i t s impact, and much 
of what Jews undertake as Jews w i l l be colored by what happens in that country. 

But the qua l i ty of that concern w i l l undergo i t s natural evolut ion. In due 
course the s t a r t l i n g novelty of I s r a e l , so e a s i l y dramatized and g l o r i f i e d these 
past years , w i l l wear o f f . A generation of Jews now in i t s teens w i l l have l ived i t s 
l i f e , whether in I srae l or elsewhere, in the famil iar acceptance of I s r a e l ' s s t a t e -
hood. This , too , i s an imminent, s i g n i f i c a n t r e a l i t y ; and i t w i l l tend to reduce the 
sense of v icarious glory that has played, l ike a gypsy v i o l i n , on the emotions of our 
generation. 

The t r a n s i t i o n from a recurrent c r i s i s re la t ionsh ip , inescapable in the emergen-
c i e s of I s r a e l ' s formative years , to a long-term meaningful rapport, w i l l c a l l for 
something more subs tant ia l , i f l e s s t h r i l l i n g , than starry-eyed emotionalism. This 
kind of react ion to the I s r a e l i drama and i t s c r i s e s sequences has no permanent s tay -
ing power; i t can, in f a c t , become an abrasive when the c r i s e s are pas t . Farsighted 
I s r a e l i s speak with troubled prescience of American Jewry's outpouring of g i f t dol lars 
for I s r a e l . Nobody l i k e s being indebted to and r e l i a n t on a r ich uncle . 

We speak of the "cultural bridges" and "creative a l l iances" s t i l l to come. But 
these are as yet only catch phrases. There are rea l l y no sound plans for "the 
br idges ." Nor has there been much hard probing for the prac t i ca l dimensions that can 
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l i n k , wholesomely, the Jews of America and the Jews of I s r a e l . There cannot be any 
u n t i l some pos tu la te s are f irmly agreed t o . 

The I s r a e l i p ic ture of the American Jews as s y b a r i t i c , as r o o t l e s s , as l i v i n g in 
a world of make-believe, must be re jected as the caricature that i t i s of our f l o u r -
i sh ing , p o t e n t i a l l y and a c t u a l l y , creat ive l i f e . 

The American Jew, in turn, must stop f a l s i f y i n g the I s r a e l i by i n s i s t i n g that 
he pose in a posture of heroic i n f a l l i b i l i t y . The I s r a e l i may, for a whi le , s t r i k e 
and maintain that pose as a sop t o sentiment. But he has long ago wearied of i t — 
and i s i r r i t a t e d by the request . He laughs at "our American worshipers who make us 
a v icar ious o u t l e t f or t h e i r own Jewish shortcomings." He i s human, not a d iv ine i n -
carnation. He wants t o be seen with h i s human q u a l i t i e s , both v i r tues and d e f e c t s . 

I see the bas i c problem as one that must be met by the youth of both countr ies . 
Unlike those of my generation, they are growing up in a v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t s e t t i n g than 
that which shaped our awareness of and react ions t o I s r a e l . We l ived in an unprec-
edented epoch of Jewish h i s t o r y . We have been actors in two overpowering dramas that 
s t i r r e d our Jewish consciousness deeply: the Nazi holocaust that erased s i x mi l l i on 
of our people and, on i t s h e e l s , the rebirth of Jewish statehood. But for succeeding 
generations, these w i l l be events read about, not experienced. The shock and the 
sense of triumph w i l l have receded in to the impersonal annals of recorded h i s t o r y . 
The dramatic l i g h t s w i l l be dimmed, making way for the normal shadings of normal days 
and n i g h t s . 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 

BY FAR THE GREATEST OF THE MORALISTIC CAUSES that Jews in America have espoused, 
whether in addition t o t h e i r synagogue a f f i l i a t i o n s or as a replacement for membership, 
was that of the establishment of a Jewish National Home. To such an extent i s t h i s 
true that one would not err great ly in saying t h a t , at i t s peak, some form of Zion-
ism was the l i v i n g and dynamic factor in American Jewish l i f e . An overwhelming ma-
j o r i t y of America's Jews, perhaps as many as 90 per cent , supported Jewish set t lement 
in Pales t ine . . . 

To the American Jew, no matter how ardently he t a l k s of I srae l as the "homeland," 
i t i s the United Sta tes that i s r e a l l y h i s homeland; I s r a e l i s to be the homeland for 
Jews from other lands, in other parts of the world. For him America i s Eretz , though 
t echn ica l l y s t i l l Galut. In the mass, the American Jews have never thought of them-
s e l v e s as po tent ia l s e t t l e r s in I s r a e l ; that i s f or the Jews in lands of oppression. 
The Jew of f ree America supports the sett lement in I s r a e l with h i s devotion, h i s t ime, 
h i s labor, h i s money, but not with himself — save as an occasional v i s i t o r , a tour-
i s t . There are, of course, individual except ions; we speak of the great body of Amer-
ican Jews. The American Jewish Zionis t , who does not have t o l i v e with the day-to-
day p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , and economic problems of I s r a e l , does not understand the 
background of some of the p o l i c i e s that are fol lowed in I s r a e l , cannot comprehend 
certain compromises, grows impatient, dupl icates in the microcosm of world Zionism 
the errors of t a c t i c s of American foreign p o l i c y . Meantime, world Zionist leaders and 
o f f i c i a l s of the I srae l government, face t o face with very d e l i c a t e internal and i n -
t e m a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s , understandably resent the a t t i t u d e of t h e i r American a s s o c i a t e s . 
War looks d i f f e r e n t t o those in the front l i n e s and t o those who experience i t in the 
newspapers . . . 

As recent ly as 1948, the strength of the Zionis t movement held toge ther . To the 
shocked horror of some segments of American Jewry, rabbis went so far as t o devote 
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t h e i r sermons on the h o l i e s t of occasions to promoting support for Zionist a c t i v i t i e s 
or t o making appeals f or funds to be used in the building up of the Jewish National 
Home. Whatever the formal r e l i g i o n of the Jews may have been, f or a time i t was sup-
port of Zion that was t h e i r l i v i n g r e l i g i o n . So in tense ly was t h i s the case that in 
1948, when the p a r t i t i o n plan for Pales t ine was a major i s sue in the p o l i t i c s of the 
day, v i r t u a l l y the ent i re Jewish population of the United States was turned in to a 
g igant i c pressure group for the achievement of Zionist o b j e c t i v e s . The Synagogue 
Council of America, an organization representing both rabbinical and lay groups in 
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform camps, ca l l ed for a day of prayer, April 8, 1948, 
"to g ive expression to the shocked conscience of America at the inexpl icable act ion 
of our Administration in reversing i t s Pales t ine pol icy" by abandoning the par t i t i on 
p lan , "to demand the f u l f i l l m e n t of the p l ighted word of t h i s country and of the na-
t ions of the world, and t o pray for God*s he lp ." 

But the force of Zionism as a v i t a l uni fy ing factor in Jewish l i f e in the United 
Sta tes did not l a s t . While i t did, completely "secular" Jews, of the Labor Zionist 
wing of the movement, were able to work s ide by s ide with Mizrachi Orthodox Z ion i s t s , 
subordinating t h e i r many d i f f erences of opinion to the d i s c i p l i n e of a common hope 
and a common i d e a l . Community of Jewish experience, which in e a r l i e r days in Amer-
i c a was sought in the unity of synagogal l i f e , was, in the heyday of American Zion-
ism, found in the s truggle f or r e a l i z a t i o n of Jewish nationhood. Suddenly, however, 
t o the surprise of observers and the dismay of Zionist leaders , the driving force of 
the idea l of nationhood no longer operated in the mind of American Jewry. Organiza-
t ions on whose ac t ive sympathy Zionist leaders r e l i e d were no longer to be counted 
upon. Individuals dropped out o f Zionist a c t i v i t i e s , and c o l l e c t i o n s for Zionist pur-
poses decl ined considerably. We s h a l l not presume here to attempt to explain t h i s 
change of heart , but merely t o record i t . From the middle of the decade of the 1930• s 
t o the ear ly 1950•s, there was a v i t a l Jewish community in America founded not in 
r e l i g i o u s f a i t h but in a mora l i s t i c hope. This was the nearest that the American 
Jewish community has ever come to complete un i ty . What w i l l replace Zionism as a 
focus of u n i f i c a t i o n — indeed, whether there w i l l ever ar i se another focus of u n i f i -
cat ion — only the future can t e l l . 

JOSEPH L . BLAU 

BY SIMPLE RESOLUTION ALL ZIONIST ADHERENTS must be restored to the ro le of pro-
tagon i s t s of a continued and intense Jewish cultural l i f e wherever there are Jewish 
communities. Even before they undertake a s p e c i f i c program they should, by v ir tue 
of t h e i r Zionis t a f f i l i a t i o n , regard themselves as those who w i l l par t i c ipate in 
every program in the place of t h e i r residence which purports t o sustain a pattern of 
construct ive Jewish community l i f e . 

I t i s necessary for Zionism t o recognize that to l i v e Jewishly anywhere i s i t -
s e l f a p a r t i a l f u l f i l m e n t of the aim of Zionism. Every Jew who reads a Jewish book, 
who p a r t i c i p a t e s in Jewish s t u d i e s , who engages in Jewish a c t i v i t y , must be regarded 
as u l t imate ly implementing one of the bas ic object ives of Zionism. There i s no Jew-
i s h l i t e r a t u r e which i s not Zionist i f i t furthers Jewish commitment. With t h i s in 
mind, Zionis t s must on the one hand engage in such a c t i v i t i e s as w i l l bring t o them 
the greates t knowledge about Jewish l i f e in every form and on every l e v e l . At the 
same time, i f Zionis ts are committed to Jewish communal survival they must reach out 
and embrace every program that makes s imi lar attempts whether or not the Jewish State 
i s at the moment an in tegra l part of that body's mandate. 
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Zion i s t s , because of the i r internat ional l inkage, are probably b e s t equipped 
to exp lo i t the many forms of technology which w i l l bring about c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 
more contact , and advanced programs among Jews, and for Jews, wherever they l i v e . 

JIJDAH J . SHAPIRO 

TOE LEADERS OF TOE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, both in I srae l and out s ide , should be urged 
to enlarge the scope of the movement, so that i t embraces as i t s ob jec t ive s not only 
the secur i ty and growth of the State of I s rae l but a l so the reaf f irmat ion of the uni ty 
of the Jewish people throughout the world, the r e d e f i n i t i o n of i t s group s t a t u s , and 
the r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the Jewish s p i r i t u a l her i tage as a bond t o uni te the s ca t t ered 
Jewish communities with one another and with the Jewish community in I s r a e l . These 
larger purposes of the Zionist movement require a radical change of heart toward 
Diaspora Judaism and a re lease from the assumption, whether based on t r a d i t i o n or on 
mistaken expediency, that the re fusa l to migrate to I s r a e l , when one i s in a p o s i t i o n 
to do so , c o n s t i t u t e s an act of s p i r i t u a l d i s l o y a l t y . 

Zionism's primary function i s to c a l l those Jews in the Diaspora who are of ad-
venturous s p i r i t , who are expert in some prac t i ca l or theore t i c technique, t o come t o 
Israel and help in i t s upbuilding. But i t should a l so seek to motivate those who r e -
main behind to perpetuate t h e i r Jewish group i n d i v i d u a l i t y and f o s t e r t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 
her i tage . 

MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 

FOR MOST JEWS IN ISRAEL, whatever t h e i r party a f f i l i a t i o n , be i t r e l i g i o u s or 
secular , the establishment of the State i s the c l e a r e s t af f irmat ion of a h i s t o r i c con-
t i n u i t y and l ink with the cu l tura l — i f not r e l i g i o u s — trad i t i ons of the Jewish 
people. The prec i se meaning of t h i s l ink with the past and i t s ro le in contemporary 
l i f e i s far from c l ear . I s r a e l i s are s t i l l too much absorbed in the da i ly problems 
of economic and p o l i t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y , too much under the impact of the miraculous 
reconstruction of the S ta te , t o give ser ious thought to t h i s problem. 

They do have a strong sense of kinship with Jews elsewhere. Their des ire for 
continued re la t ionsh ip with them — e s p e c i a l l y with the Jews of the United Sta tes — 
i s beyond quest ion. But t h e i r view of the pos i t i on and future of the American Jew-
i sh community inev i tab ly a f f e c t s the terms and qua l i ty of the r e l a t i o n s h i p . This 
view, no matter how phrased, comes general ly c lose t o the Zionis t theory of shelilat 
hagolah (negation of diaspora) . 

According to t h i s theory, Jewish l i f e in the diaspora i s in a process of d i s i n -
tegrat ion that cannot be reversed. Since the breakdown of the ghetto we have witnessed 
the d i s in tegrat ion of the Jewish community s tructure , the Jewish educational pat tern , 
and the organic character of Jewish l i f e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the ghetto . The corrosive 
forces of ass imi la t ion and anti-Semitism have undermined the foundations of the way 
of l i f e pecu l iar to the ghetto . And the r e l i g i o n which gave meaning and sanct ion t o 
that way of l i f e has l o s t i t s potency. Jews remain Jewish — or survive — in the 
diaspora large ly because they are forced t o . Their Jewishness becomes a verbal kind 
of r e l i g i o n and r e s u l t s in a narrowed conception of h i s t o r i c Judaism on the one hand 
and in shabbiness and s e l f - h a t r e d on the other. Imposed or voluntary segregat ion , at 
times geographic — more o f ten s o c i a l and cul tural — c o n s t i t u t e s the condit ion of 
Jewish survival in the diaspora. Only in I srae l can Jews regain the wholeness of 
human experience, i . e . , share in the cul tural and s p i r i t u a l treasures of the world 
and remain Jewish at the same time. 
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This theory makes no d i s t i n c t i o n between the d i f f e r e n t golahs and assumes u l t i -
mately a s imi lar f a t e for a l l Jewries outside I s r a e l . 

At i t s b e s t , the prevalent I s r a e l i a t t i tude towards American Jews engenders a 
genuine concern for the i r f a t e and a des ire t o save them. Along with t h i s goes an 
almost unavoidable deprecation of the American Jews presumably misguided and f u t i l e 
e f f o r t s — p o l i t i c a l or r e l i g i o u s — at saving themselves. At i t s worst , i t tends 
t o support and encourage a disdain for what they consider the r ich but second-rate 
Jews of the American golah. 

In any case , t h i s a t t i tude i s bound to postpone the development of a sound bas i s 
for f r u i t f u l interplay between I srae l and the American Jewish community. I t tends t o 
l imi t t h e i r re la t ionsh ip to exhortations t o philanthropy, of ten moving and generous, 
frequently vulgar and not enough . . . 

I f , in s p i t e of t h i s , the i n t e r e s t in I srae l — aside from h i s t o r i c attachment 
and philanthropy — s t i l l continues strong in many places in the United S t a t e s , i t i s 
due large ly to a stubborn b e l i e f that a mutually productive cul tural and s p i r i t u a l re-
lat ionship i s absolutely e s s e n t i a l for the preservation of the Jewish her i tage in the 
modem world . . . 

Above a l l , we in the United States sha l l have to deepen our f a i t h and our know-
ledge of the h i s t o r i c t rad i t ion which i s the common source of our being. We sha l l 
have to make the f a i t h of our fathers our f a i t h , a f a i t h to l i v e by that w i l l give 
d irect ion and purpose t o our thoughts and acts as Jews, as human beings . 

Thus strengthened by knowledge and commitment, we sha l l be able to discover a 
common language with those in I srae l and elsewhere who are concerned with maintain-
ing and expressing the uniqueness of our tradi t ion in our time. From our d i f f e r e n t 
perspect ives — the I s r a e l i s as members of a Jewish nation in i t s own homeland in the 
East, and we as members of a cul tural and r e l i g i o u s minority in the American democ-
racy in the West — we sha l l each contribute the uniqueness of our v i s i o n and e f f o r t 
to our common cultural and s p i r i t u a l enterpr ise . 

MAURICE B. PEKARSKY 

A CONSISTENTLY ONGOING PROCESS OF INTERCHANGE w i l l be in process between the 
State of I s rae l and the American Jewish community. I s r a e l ' s Jews w i l l stand in many 
c lose and reciprocal re la t ionships with American Jews. Many I s r a e l i a r t i s t s , thinkers 
and writers w i l l be making prolonged v i s i t s t o America to broaden t h e i r perspect ive 
and to f o r t i f y t h e i r conception of Judaism as a world outlook and of Jews as a world 
community. Creative American Jews w i l l make frequent pilgrimages to the State of 
I srae l to f e e l and absorb the unique i n t e n s i t y of Jewish l i v i n g there . American Jew-
i s h writers w i l l begin t o reproduce in an English version the cadences and passion of 
the Hebraic tongue. While Hebrew may not become the second language of American Jews, 
who, l ike Americans general ly , w i l l remain monolingual, Hebrew terms and idioms w i l l 
f ind t h e i r way in to t h e i r English speech. Bar Mitzvah celebrat ions and weddings of 
American Jews w i l l be marked by a journey to the land of I s r a e l . A number of Jewish 
schools in our country w i l l s e t up departments in Israe l so that t h e i r students may 
spend a portion of t h e i r academic l i f e there. A j o i n t bureau w i l l supervise a con-
t inuing inter-communication between the two communities and w i l l sponsor the trans-
la t ion of books, a r t i c l e s and plays so that they are access ib le to both Jewries. A 
"U.S. -Israel" weekly w i l l be issued in Hebrew and English ed i t ions as another l ink 
uni t ing the two lands. Lecture tours w i l l bring I s r a e l i spokesmen and leaders to 
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American platforms and pu lp i t s and Jewish notables of America w i l l address assemblies 
and forums in I s r a e l . 

MORRIS ADLER 

WHY DID THE (American) Council ( f or Judaism) oppose s e t t i n g up a "Jewish State"? 
What i s the Council 's a t t i tude toward Israe l? 

We b e l i e v e d , and we s t i l l b e l i e v e , that there i s only one way t o so lve the prob-
lems of Jews — a r e l i g i o u s , not a na t iona l , group. That i s t o f i g h t f or t h e i r r ight s 
as ind iv idua l s , with the same r ights and the same r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as people of other 
r e l i g i o n s in whatever countries they happen to l i v e . 

Pa le s t ine , we be l i eved , should have been no exception to t h i s modern, democratic 
pr inc ip le of equa l i ty . So we advocated the s e t t i n g up there of a democratic s t a t e 
where a l l people would have equal p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l r i g h t s . 

We be l i eved that most Jews r e a l l y wanted equal i ty — as members of a r e l i g i o u s 
group — anywhere in the world. And we did not think that t h i s des irable s ta tus could 
be achieved whi le , at the same time, Jews seemed, through Zionism, t o be asking for 
nat ional sovere ignty , as Jews, in one country — P a l e s t i n e . 

That i s why we spared no e f f o r t to get Jews to declare themselves one way or the 
other: e i t h e r as a national group, wanting nat ional p r i v i l e g e s in P a l e s t i n e ; or as a 
religious group wanting equality of nat ional r ight s in all nat ions where they l i v e d ; 
r ights and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s j u s t l i k e those of t h e i r fe l low c i t i z e n s in any of those 
nat ions . 

Now that the Zionis ts have succeeded in s e t t i n g up the independent State of 
I srae l — which they c a l l a "Jewish" State — we think i t i s more important than ever 
for Jews outs ide of I s r a e l to make t h i s dec i s ion . 

For the Zionis ts contend that a l l Jews have r ights i n , and ob l igat ions t o , the 
"Jewish" State of I s r a e l . So independent Jews have t o decide for themselves. Are 
they Israel i-Americans, in e f f e c t , even though they never l ived in I s r a e l or never 
had any ancestors who did? Or are they American Jews who have come here themselves or 
whose parents , or grandparents came — l i k e a l l other Americans — from j u s t about 
every nation on earth? 

This question i s no longer academic or t h e o r e t i c a l . Our Government must now 
make certa in dec i s ions about I s r a e l , I s r a e l i s and I s r a e l i a l i e n s in terms of immigra-
t i o n , v i s a s , c i t i z e n s h i p and a whole host of other internat ional complications fo l low-
ing from the re la t ionsh ips of two sovereign s t a t e s . 

I f our Judaism q u a l i f i e s us for the same national ism as that of the I s r a e l i s , 
then certa in things may happen to us because of Israel rather than because of our 
sovereign r ight s as individual Americans. 

So the Council 's e f f o r t s to make a d i s t i n c t i o n are more important now than ever . 

The Council 's a t t i tude toward I srae l i s the same as t o any other s t a t e the United 
States recognizes . We hope the c i t i z e n s of I s r a e l w i l l enjoy l i f e , l i b e r t y and hap-
p iness , as we do. We hope they develop as a democracy in peace and prosperi ty along 
with the r e s t of the Middle East . 

We b e l i e v e a l l I s r a e l i s should be f ree t o work out a way of l i f e of t h e i r own, 
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j u s t as we in America are working out our way of l i f e here as part of the American 
people . 

But to a l l Americans — including Jews — Israel remains a foreign s t a t e . I t s 
nat ional ism should s tay ins ide I s r a e l . There i s no "Jewish" nationalism that t i e s 
a l l Jews to the State of I s r a e l , or I srae l t o a l l Jews. The only nat ional obl iga-
t i o n of American Jews i s to the United States of America. 

We regard I srae l as a fore ign s t a t e , although in three ways there are d i f f erences : 

(1) Because I s r a e l ' s population i s now largely Jews, we f e e l a sense of reli-
gious f e l lowship with them. However, we have a duty to remain object ive about, and 
detached from, t h e i r •political problems. 

(2) Because Zionis ts are running I s r a e l , they t ry to make our Judaism a link 
between us and the p o l i t i c a l and economic problems of I s r a e l . This would make Juda-
ism a s t a t e or nat ional r e l i g i o n rather than a universal f a i t h . We have a duty to 
oppose that with a cons i s tent program for expanding the universal ism of our f a i t h . 

(3) Because we are Jews, we may f e e l warmer toward most of the people of Israel 
than toward all the people of other foreign s t a t e s . But that f e e l i n g should be no 
d i f f e r e n t than our warmth toward Jews l i v i n g anywhere e l s e . 

After the State of I srae l was founded, we hoped that i t would not make demands 
on American Jews which i t did not make on Americans of other f a i t h s . 

We were disappointed. Ever s ince May 1948, American Jews have been continuously 
bombarded with one request a f t e r another. Too many people are saying or h int ing that 
there i s something about the religion of Judaism which demands that we buy I srae l 
bonds, or g ive money to help f inance nat ional plans of I s r a e l i o f f i c i a l s , or send our 
chi ldren, with t h e i r technical s k i l l s , to help bui ld the "Jewish" homeland, or teach 
our chi ldren a l l about the geography and nat ional problems of I s r a e l . 

The f a c t i s that there i s nothing about the r e l i g i o n of Judaism which demands 
anything of the s o r t . The only demand Judaism makes of us i s that we, "do j u s t i c e , 
love mercy and walk humbly with God." All the r e s t , t rad i t ion t e l l s us , " is com-
mentary." 

AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 

LET NO AMERICAN IMAGINE THAT ZIONISM i s inconsis tent with patr iot i sm. Multiple 
l o y a l t i e s are object ionable only i f they are incons i s t en t . A man i s a b e t t e r c i t i z e n 
of the United Sta tes for being a l so a loyal c i t i z e n of h i s s t a t e , and of h i s c i t y ; 
f or being loyal t o h i s family, and t o h i s profess ion or trade; for being loyal to 
h i s c o l l e g e or h i s lodge. Every Ir i sh American who contributed toward advancing home 
rule was a b e t t e r man and a b e t t e r American for the s a c r i f i c e he made. Every Amer-
ican Jew who aids in advancing the Jewish sett lement in Pa les t ine , though he f e e l s 
that ne i ther he nor h i s descendants w i l l ever l i v e there , w i l l l ikewise be a b e t t e r 
man and a b e t t e r American for doing so . . . 

There i s no inconsistency between l o y a l t y to America and loya l ty t o Jewry. The 
Jewish s p i r i t , the product of our r e l i g i o n and experiences, i s e s s e n t i a l l y modern and 
e s s e n t i a l l y American. Not s ince the destruction of the Temple have the Jews in s p i r -
i t and in idea l s been so f u l l y in harmony with the noblest aspirat ions of the country 
in which they l i v e d . 
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America's fundamental law seeks to make rea l the brotherhood of man. That bro-
therhood became the Jewish fundamental law more than twenty- f ive hundred years ago. 
America's i n s i s t e n t demand in the twentieth century i s for s o c i a l j u s t i c e . That a l s o 
has been the Jews' s t r i v i n g for ages . Their a f f l i c t i o n , as wel l as t h e i r r e l i g i o n , 
has prepared the Jews for e f f e c t i v e democracy. Persecution broadened t h e i r sympa-
t h i e s . I t trained them in pat ient endurance, in s e l f - c o n t r o l , and in s a c r i f i c e . I t 
made them think as we l l as s u f f e r . I t deepened the passion for r ighteousness . 

Indeed, loya l ty to America demands rather that each American Jew become a Zion-
i s t . For only through the ennobling e f f e c t of i t s s t r i v i n g s can we develop the b e s t 
that i s in us and give t o th i s country the f u l l b e n e f i t of our great inher i tance . 
The Jewish s p i r i t , so long preserved, the character developed by so many centur ies of 
s a c r i f i c e , should be preserved and developed further so that in America as elsewhere 
the sons of the race may in the future l i v e l i v e s and do deeds worthy of t h e i r an-
ces tors . 

But we have a l so an immediate and more press ing duty in the performance of which 
Zionism alone semms capable of affording e f f e c t i v e a id . We must protect America and 
ourselves from demoralization, which has to some extent already s e t in among American 
Jews. The cause of t h i s demoralization i s c l e a r . I t r e s u l t s in large part from the 
f a c t that in our land of l i b e r t y a l l the r e s t r a i n t s by which the Jews were protected 
in t h e i r ghettos were removed and a new generation l e f t without necessary moral and 
s p i r i t u a l support. And i s i t not equally c lear what the only p o s s i b l e remedy i s ? 
I t i s the laborious task of inculcat ing s e l f - r e s p e c t , a task which can be accomplished 
only by res tor ing the t i e s of the Jew t o the noble past of h i s race, and by making him 
rea l i ze the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of a no l e s s g lorious future . The so le bulwark against de-
moralization i s to develop in each new generation of Jews in America the sense of 
noblesse oblige. That s p i r i t can be developed in those who regard t h e i r people as 
destined t o l i v e and to l i v e with a bright future . That s p i r i t can b e s t be developed 
by a c t i v e l y par t i c ipa t ing in some way in furthering the idea l s of the Jewish rena i s -
sance; and t h i s can be done e f f e c t i v e l y only through furthering the Zionis t movement. 

LOU IS D. BRANDEIS 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. Are American Zionists subject t o the charge of dual loyal ty? 

2. What are the achievements of the American Zionist movement? 

3. What i s the future of the American Zionist movement? Has Zionism f u l f i l l e d i t s 
purpose? Is there any reason for continuing the Zionist movement?. 

4. In what areas have American Jews been most he lp fu l to I srae l? 

5. How has I srae l helped American Jewry? 

6. Will the growth of cultural c r e a t i v i t y in I srae l exert a s i g n i f i c a n t in f luence 
on American Jewry? 

7. What meaning does the State of I srae l have for you personal ly? for the American 
Jewish community? 

8. Do you foresee any s i g n i f i c a n t migration of American Jews to I srae l? Explain 
the p o s i t i o n you take. 
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9. Why are there tensions between American Jews and the Jews of I srae l? 

10. Will the State of I srae l bring about the f u l f i l l m e n t of the prophecy that "out 
of Zion sha l l come forth the Torah and word of God from Jerusalem" and thus en-
rich American Jewry or w i l l the secular forces in I s rae l prevai l t o such extent 
that the gul f between the Jewries of I srae l and America w i l l be widened? 

11. Do American Jews expect more of I s r a e l i s than they do of themselves in terms of 
heroism, r e l i g i o s i t y , s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ? I f so , what i s the j u s t i f i c a t i o n for t h i s 
a t t i tude? 

12. What i s the stereotype of the I s r a e l i as seen by the American Jew? What i s the 
stereotype of the American Jew as seen by the I s r a e l i ? 

13. What means should be used to prevent a l i enat ion between the Jews of I srae l and 
American Jewry and to f o s t e r c lo ser t i e s between them? 

14. What i s your forecast of the re la t ionsh ip between American Jews and I s r a e l i Jews 
in the next generation? 

15. Why do you consider yourse l f a Zionis t , a non-Zionist or an ant i -Zionis t? 

DEVICES m MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Have members of the group bring to the sess ion objects made in I srae l and 
exhib i t them on a tab l e . Raise the question of the s i gn i f i cance to them of I s r a e l -
manufactured items, such as ash trays , dishes and p ic tures . 

3 . Role-play a scene aboard a plane returning to New York from Tel Aviv. Two 
American Jews discuss the i r impressions of the land, the a t t i tudes of I s r a e l i s toward 
American Jews and t h e i r own a t t i tudes toward I s r a e l i s . 

3. Arrange a dialogue between an I s r a e l i youth and an American Jewish youth on 
t h e i r views concerning American Jewry, Zionism and I s r a e l . 

4. Using a blackboard, l i s t in one column the names of famous Zionist leaders 
and in a second column the things with which they are i d e n t i f i e d , for example: 
Herzl — the Jewish State; Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r — leading American Zionist spokesman; 
Ben-Gurion — the f i r s t prime minister of I s r a e l . Ask the group to match them. 

5. Play a recording of I s r a e l i music. 

6. Headline Parade s cr ip t ( v o l . V, no. 5 ) , e n t i t l e d "Israe l ," i s the saga of 
the bui ld ing of the State of I srae l and i s su i tab le for reading as a simulated radio 
program. Available from Jewish Education Committee of New York. 

7. A "newscast" on the most recent developments in I srae l and/or American Zionism 
can be prepared by a member of the group. An i s sue of The Jerusalem Post may be used 
for t h i s purpose. 

8. Exhibit posters ava i lab le from the Consulates of I s r a e l , I srae l Government 
Tourist O f f i c e , Jewish National Fund, Department of Culture and Education of the Jew-
i sh Agency, and other sources. 

9 . There are numerous f i lms and f i l m s t r i p s that can be borrowed from d i f f e r e n t 
sources. (See The Jewish Audio-Visual Review.) 
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SOLIDARITY WITH WORLD JEWRY 

Selections by Solomon Grayzelt C. Bezalel Sherman and Eli Ginzberg. 

FEW GENERATIONS OF JEWS have l ived through such c r i s e s as has ours and that of 
our immediate predecessors . . . The past s i x t y years have not been merely turbulent; 
they have a l so been exceedingly i n t e r e s t i n g . We have witnessed vast changes in eco-
nomics, s o c i e t y , and p o l i t i c s , great advances in sc ience and technology, revolut ions 
in the minds of men. The world has been in ferment. Inevi tably , therefore , the 
ferment has been transmitted t o the Jewish people as w e l l . The Jews have always l ived 
in the very center of world events , so that t h e i r experiences in any period have re-
f l e e t e d the s t a t e of the human s p i r i t . But i s that a l l ? Have our contemporary ex-
periences been no more than r e f l e c t i o n s of a dynamic era? Has there been — t o use a 
phrase made popular by a modern h i s tor ian — no creat ive response to the challenges 
we have encountered? Have not the Jews drawn upon t h e i r accumulated s p i r i t u a l re-
sources and given a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , d i s t i n c t i v e turn t o events? An appraisal of the 
events of the crowded decades j u s t past seems to permit an af f irmat ive answer. Our 
age has done what i t could in the face of innumerable problems, tragedies and oppor-
t u n i t i e s . We have, within the l imi ta t ions of human f o r e s i g h t , and sometimes purely 
Prov ident ia l ly , helped safeguard the future of the Jew and h i s heritage . . . 

I t i s natural that in d iscuss ing Jewish experience during the generation or two 
j u s t p a s t , our center of at tent ion should be the American Jewish community... United 
Sta tes Jewry now represents the world's larges t and the foremost diaspora community. 
The successes and f a i l u r e s of t h i s community must in the end count for more than 
s imi lar successes and f a i l u r e s in smaller communities. Other communities, e s p e c i a l l y 
that of I s r a e l , o f f e r us opportunit ies f or contrast and comparison and serve t o i l l u s -
t r a t e the var i e ty of Jewish a t t i tudes toward problems and events . 

Nevertheless , our ch ie f i n t e r e s t remains the Jewish people , the ent i re people , 
whether in I srae l or in the diaspora. For i t i s our b e l i e f , borne out by the mil-
l ennia l h i s tory of the Jews, that we are i n d i v i s i b l e , that what happens to any one seg-
ment of the Jewish people a f f e c t s every other. Our r e l i g i o n , our h i s t o r i c a l experience, 
and our sense of des t iny bind us together . The ancient asser t ion , "All I s r a e l i t e s 
are responsible f o r one another," i s but the d i f f u s e and par t ia l echo of that greater 
and humanly more i n c l u s i v e cry: "Hear, 0 I s r a e l , the Lord i s our God; the Lord i s 
one." 

SOLOMON GRAYZEL 

THE STATUS OF A NATION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES has always a f f e c t e d the descend-
ants of that nat ion in t h i s country. The worse o f f that nation has been in i t s home-
land, the more c l o s e l y kni t were the American ethnic groups springing from i t . Since 
American Jews derive from the most oppressed of peoples , there was never a moment in 
the h i s tory of the American Jewish community when i t has been free of concern for 
f e l l ow Jews in other countries and for the s tatus of the Jewish people on a global 
s c a l e . 

As the needs of the Jews abroad constantly increased, so too did the responsi-
b i l i t i e s of the Jewish community in the United S t a t e s . Even Jews estranged from 
trad i t i ona l values could not r e s i s t the pu l l of the ancient pr inc ip le of helping bro-
thers in d i s t r e s s . Indeed, a c t i v i t i e s on behalf of Jews in other lands have always 
proved t o be the most e f f e c t i v e way of un i t ing American Jewry. The f i r s t time the 
Jews appeared as a community in the United States was more than a century ago in 
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connection with the Damascus a f f a i r . The Mortara case in I t a l y brought about the 
foundation, in 1859, of the Board of Delegates of American I s r a e l i t e s as a "national 
organization f o r the purpose of securing and maintaining l i k e r ight s at home and 
abroad." The Kishinev pogrom in 1903 led to the formation of the American Jewish Com-
mittee three years l a t e r . 

By the second decade of the twentieth century, the American Jewish community was 
far enough advanced economically t o undertake the heavy f i n a n c i a l burden of recon-
s truct ing overseas Jewish communities ravished by World War I . P o l i t i c a l help f o l l o w -
ed, including support for Jewish demands in Europe, intervent ion on behalf of Jewish 
i n t e r e s t s in P a l e s t i n e , and protes t s against v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s of Jews in 
other lands. American Jewry entered the f i r s t World War as a conglomerate of f rag-
mented Jewish bodies and emerged a community that had come of age. 

The unity of the community was further strengthened by the s t e a d i l y d e t e r i o r a t -
ing p o s i t i o n of European Jewry a f t e r World War I . The H i t l e r catastrophe l i t e r a l l y 
placed the fa t e of mi l l i ons of European Jews in the hands of American Jews. The 
struggle f or a Jewish commonwealth in Pa les t ine as the only e f f e c t i v e answer t o the 
holocaust cemented the Jewish community, bringing together a l l three fac tors making 
for Jewish group cohesiveness: r e l i g i o n , philanthropy, Jewish interdependence. The 
s i tuat ion ca l l ed for new forms of action and higher standards for fund r a i s i n g . That 
American Jewry large ly met the challenge i s a t r ibute to i t s maturity and to the 
democratic s o c i e t y in which i t has evolved. 

The Jo int Dis tr ibut ion Committee, the United Jewish Appeal, the campaigns of 
Hadassah and Histadrut, the welfare funds — these and many other agencies and i n -
s t i t u t i o n s owe t h e i r ex i s tence t o the tasks American Jews were c a l l e d upon to per-
form by events a f f e c t i n g the Jewish people as a whole. About a mi l l ion Jews make 
f inanc ia l contributions t o Jewish causes , in amounts unmatched proport ionately by 
any other group in American s o c i e t y . 

The emergence of the State of I srae l has l i f t e d the involvement of American Jew-
ry in world Jewish a f f a i r s to s t i l l greater h e i g h t s . Though gaining of p o l i t i c a l i n -
dependence by subjugated nations invariably has weakened e thnic t i e s among the des-
cendants of these nat ions in the United S t a t e s , the opposite has been true in the 
case of the Jews. The r i s e of I srae l has prompted a more dynamic concern for Judaism. 
A number of surveys show that American Jews do not conceive of I s r a e l merely as a 
haven o f refuge for homeless and persecuted Jews. They recognize that the ex i s tence 
of I srae l has enhanced the d igni ty of Jews everywhere and has added a new dimension 
to the s ta tus of the American Jewish community. The rootedness of the Jew in Amer-
ican s o i l has been deepened by the consciousness that he i s now a son of a people 
that i s no longer na t iona l ly uprooted. 

C. BEZALEL SHERMAN 

ALTHOUGH THE BASIC TRENDS IN AMERICAN JEWISH LIFE during the f i r s t h a l f of the 
twentieth century w i l l be d i scernib le only in the years to come when time has provided 
the e s s e n t i a l perspec t ive , i t i s probable that h i s t o r y w i l l s t r e s s the phi lanthropic 
largess of American Jews. Jewish communities throughout the ent i re world were able 
to secure ass i s tance in the United States — l i b e r a l a s s i s t a n c e , and repeated a s s i s -
tance. This l i b e r a l i t y of American Jews should be appraised against the background 
that many givers had l i t t l e knowledge o f , or f e e l i n g f o r , the b e n e f i c i a r i e s ; and many 
others had a des ire not t o become too c l o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d with t h e i r brethren overseas . 
The third-generation Jew l i v i n g in the Midwest had only the most tenuous t i e s with 
the s truggl ing masses in the Warsaw Ghetto. And the s o c i a l l y e l i t e Jews in the United 
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States patterned t h e i r l i v e s so as to be more acceptable t o t h e i r Gentile neighbors, 
which meant that they sought to keep to a minimum the bonds which t i e d them to other 
Jews of a lower economic and s o c i a l l e v e l . Yet both groups of American Jews have 
been l i b e r a l in t h e i r support of charitable undertakings. 

Even i f we admit that f inanc ia l largess did not i t s e l f betoken a sense of cohe-
s ion with foreign Jewries; and even though we recognize that many chari table Amer-
ican Jews have made studied e f f o r t s to d i sas soc ia te themselves from t h e i r fe l low Jews, 
there i s a moral which runs through the s tory , par t i cu lar ly as i t bears on the group. 
Despite the i n a b i l i t y of many individual Jews to resolve the problem of where t o seek 
secur i ty and s t a b i l i t y — within the Jewish group or outside of i t — the behavior of 
the Jewish group as a whole has a t t e s t e d to i t s a b i l i t y and wi l l ingness to fol low t r a -
d i t i o n which holds that every Jewish community i s the brother and guardian of every 
other. American Jews did not neces sar i l y share many of the values of the Jewries whom 
they succored; nor did American Jews have much understanding and knowledge of the way 
of l i f e of these foreign Jews. Yet the bond was there . 

ELI GINZBERG 

QUESTIONS FOR E L I C I T I N G FACTS ANV S T I M U L A T I N G DISCUSSION 

1. Has the support that has been given by American Jews t o t h e i r brethren overseas 
been s u f f i c i e n t to meet t h e i r needs? 

2. Does American Jewry have a r ight to protes t against discrimination of Jews in 
foreign lands? 

3. Could American Jewry have done more than i t did to save European Jews from the 
H i t l e r Holocaust? 

4. What e f f e c t has the Nazi annihi lat ion of s i x mi l l ion Jews had on the American 
Jewish community? 

5 . What impact has the r i s e of the State of I srae l had on the American Jewish 
community? 

6. Do you think that continued aid t o European Jews and to the Jews of I srae l tends 
to pauperize them? 

7. In what ways, aside from the usual philanthropic ones, can American Jewry be of 
ass i s tance to Jews in other lands? 

8. How would you suggest tha t , in s p i t e of language, cul tural and other barr iers , 
American Jews can create stronger fraternal t i e s with fe l low Jews abroad? 

9. What can American Jewry learn from t h e i r brethren in other countries of the world? 

10. What i s meant by "every Jew i s responsible for h i s brother"? 

DEVICES FOR MOTIVATING DISCUSSION 

1. Invi te the members to prepare l i s t s of values that are held in common by Jews 
throughout the world. When a consensus i s achieved by the group, those factors which 
make for the s o l i d a r i t y of world Jewry can be further def ined and discussed. 
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2. I n v i t e someone who has v i s i t e d Jewish communities abroad t o report on h i s 
impress ions . 

3 . Take a census o f the p l a c e s of b i r t h of the group members, t h e i r parent s , 
grandparents, and, i f necessary t o make the p o i n t , o f t h e i r great-grandparents . Point 
out t h a t , desp i t e the v a r i e t y of countr ies o f o r i g i n of t h e i r f a m i l i e s , the members 
have much in common that has brought them t o g e t h e r . 

4 . Show the f i l m "A Day o f Deliverance" (24 minutes ) , a report on the break-up 
of the DP camps of Germany, the c l o s i n g of the Cyprus de tent ion camps, *Operation 
Magic Carpet' from Yemen t o I s r a e l , and the ro l e of American Jewry through the J o i n t 
D i s t r i b u t i o n Committee. Avai lable from J o i n t D i s t r i b u t i o n Committee. 

5 . Make use o f the s e r i e s of f i l m s t r i p s , "Jews in Dis tant Lands," produced by 
the IJnion of American Hebrew Congregations. 

6 . Assign members of the group t o prepare reports on Jewish l i f e i n overseas 
countr ies based on a r t i c l e s in recent volumes of the American Jewish Year Book and 
compare with aspects o f Jewish l i f e i n America. 

SUGGESTED REAPING 

(For a descr ip t ion of the books l i s t e d , see b ib l iography in appendix.) 

American Jewish Year Book. 

Edidin, Ben M., Jewish Community Life, pp. 157-180. 

Schwartz, Joseph J . , and Vulcan, Beatr ice I . , "Overseas Aid," pp. 277-299, The 
American Jewt by Oscar I . Janowsky. 
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