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EMPHASES IN JEWISH HISTORY* '
By SaLo W. Barow
Columbia University, N ew York, N. Y.

VERY generation writes - its -own

history of the past geheratidﬁs
This_truism: has served as_a means of
dxsparagmg hlstorlc research h and wrlfmg
If history is so pllable, it "has been ar-
gued, as to serve the needs of every gen-
eration ; if the. same_objective facts lend
themselves to so different, often contra—
dlctory mtepretatlon what then 1s the

EA=2

og t_he_seﬁ fact§ ?4 Others however have
found therein a primary strength of his-
toriography. | The ‘main purpose of his-
tory,, they have held, is not to restate iso-
lated facts and 1ot even to correlate them
into a consecutive narrative, but to_serve
as wstm vitae, as a teacher and guide
in_meeting_contemporary, situations. I
is_precisely.that.elasticity_of hlstory “which
makes its lessons so-easily appllcable to
new situations and establishes its posmon
not only in the realm of Theoretical stud-
-
ies intended for the satisfaction of in-
tellectual curiosity, or for the amusement
of pastime readers, but as an apphed SO-
cial science, as one whose lessons are of
Practical significance to statesmen, lead-
€rs and the intelligent public at large.
“From time immemorial a controversy
has likewise been raging over the ques-
tion whether history is a science or an
art; whether it is primarily based upon
4 re-statement of objective, coolly ana-
lyzed non- -controversial facts, or whether
Its aim consists above all in the artistic, of-
ten intuitive, recreating of the totality of

human destiny upon earth or of that of
\

Je  An addre<s delivered at the National Council for

Twnsh Education, Washington, D. C,, May 28, 1938.
1$ paper is to appear also, wnth some documentanon,
n Jewish Soctal Studies, Vol. I, No. 1.

any of its significant parts. Few histor-
ians will wholeheartedly agree today with
Macaulay’s definition of history. “His-

- tory, at least in its_state of ideal perfec-

tion,”’ wrote this renowned exponent of
. .
t,he discipline more than a century ago,
s.a_compound of_poetry_and philosophy.
It impresses general truths_on_the mind
by a_vivid_representation of particular
characters_and_incidents.” But_hardly
any ny other de definition of the mutual rela-
t1onsh1ps between hlstory, poetry and phil-
osophy will “tneet more ~universal and
wholehearted app approval among the te: teach-
w
ers and practitioners of these three

R SRS NS b TR SN
branches of human endeavor Far be it
A

vfrom me, therefore to suggestm_at this....-
Juncture deﬁmte;solutlons«mforwthese pet-

ennial. difficulties, andacon_f_ltc.t_szqf&oplmon.
I1

There are a few specific approaches
to general and Jewish history, however,
which may merit more general attention.
In the first place, present day scholarship
is confronted anew by the age-old prob-
lem concerning the relations: between his-
tory and chronology. Evidently the most
important single factor in history is its
chronological_sequence. - If one searches
for a fundamental concept which would
be as germane to history as is, for ex-
ample, the idea of - justice to the domain
of law, one can hardly find, it appears,
any better concept than that. of develop-
ment. I consciously avoid the term “evo-
lution,” and I should still less like to em-
ploy the term “progress.” Both these latter
terms introduce the feeling of evaluation,
of an assumption that history unfolds a
certain progression from . something low-
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er to something that is higher, which may -

or may not have been the meaning of
human history. But no historian, however
wertfrezr  his personal attitude, can
visualize the past of man or of any group
of men without conceiving it in terms
of a certain line of development from one
stage to another, from one peculiar form
to another.

Such development naturally takes place
in time, and chronology has, therefore,
-become an integral .part of all historical
treatment. It is also understandable that
historiography originally grew out of his-
toric chronicles, which used to hand down
to posterity the record of events .in their
strict.chronological-sequence. Of course,
even these chroniclers could not always
avoid. completing the description of a
certain chain of events before proceed-
ing to the narration of some other devel-
opment which- took place simultaneously.
The more historiography emancipated it-
self from the mere registering of events
and became an interpretation of past de-
velopments, the more had the rigid chron-
ological shackles been cast off in favor of
a consecutive analysis or relation of events
and trends which, for one reason or an-
other, appeared to the historian as belong-
ing to the same whole." The next .step
frequently, though still rather -timidly,
taken was that of the so-called annalis-
tic type of bistoriography in which a com-
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of history were brought together in one
i e e O ettt
consecutive account. But each narrative
~had to stop_at the end_of the year, giving
L e AR —— .
way to another, often unrelated, series
of happenings, until all the developments
which -appeared significant within the

, framework of that particular year were

exhausted.  Only then could a. thread
of an earlier description be. resumed in-

sofar as any one of a-specific series of

happenings found its continuation in the
subsequent year or years. A military
campalgn or ifiternational . negot1at10ns,
a court intrigue or a-love affair, *biologi-
cal incidents in the, careers of kings, writ-
ers, generals or artists; all had to be in-
terrupted, say, at the end of December
and resumed after a long' interval in an-
other chapter dealmg with a subsequent
year.,

With the progress of hlstorlcal think-
ing and writing the annalistic chains be-
came too heavy- to bear, s<It=was=ene of
the great_achievements of modern his-
torlography to. haye thrown off the shack-
1\§§~ of .this type of approach. No
one is writing annals today, unless
it be ,writers of surveys of the
events of :a year,- just. past, for the
current consumption of- readers of a 2 year-
book or journal. Hlstorlans have Come to
lengthen more and: mormn-
der discussion in each particular section
of their works, if the -underlying cur-

promise was struck between the dictates

rents.whichthey r attempt to describe hap-

of chronology and the necessity of group-
ing intrinsic _developments in their re-
spective units,__The annalists of ancient
Rome and Renaissaice, Italy described,
often with great brilliancy, the events
of each particular year. Within that year
any series of happenings which_ showed
a certain inner relationship to one an-
other and which could be explained in the
light of the particular author’s philosophy

pen to.be_ of longer duration: In this re:
spect, too, the progress of recent histori-
ography from a primarily.-biographical and
military-diplomatic to a preponderantly
social orientation has tended to lengthen
the periods reviewed in their inner re-
lationships. As.long as the biographies
of leading individuals, as long as dram-

.atic. turns in_ military campaigns or dip-

lomatic exchanges of notes occupied the

L —

EMPHASES IN JEWISH HISTORY 221

focal position in the historic narrative,
so long. could historians adhere to the
chronological sequence of these happen-
ings with somewhat greater consistency.
When the emphasis was shifted, however,
to the underlying $ocial events, it was
easily recognized that certain basic move-
ments took decades, if not centuries, to
generate, grow and decay. The analysis
of each such movement often had to be
isolated in treatment and completed be-
fore one could try to interpret another
contemporary development in a similar
narrative extendmg over a perlod of many
generations.

Ilustrated in. Jewish history, we can
pursue this evolution from Zacuto’s Ibn
Verga’s and’ Joseph Hacohen’s annals,
throughJost’s and Graetz’s more chrono-
logical and, therefore, briefer periods, to
Dubnow’s more extended epochs of the
successive hegemonies of distinctive Jew-
ish centers.. From their respective points

of view both Graetz and Dubnow were

right: the former in adhering to a close
chronological scheme and Dubnow  in
severely criticizing him for the “confu-
sion” arising from the “synchronistic”
treatment of political, socio-economic and
literary developments in various countries
within the confines of the same chapter.
The writers, oni social history, on the other
hand, from Guedemann through Berliner
to Abrahams saw themselves forced large-
ly to abandon the chronological pattern
and to choose a toplcal division for their
chapters. -

Topical discussion naturally has its dan-
gers. Medieval Jewish history, particular-
ly, presents an -enormous multitude of
local variations of. a basically uniform,
universal theme and must be :viewed
against ar ever-changing background in
the Christian. societies of the Mediterran-
€an and the northern lands. = Its treat-

ment in the fashlon of Israel Abrahams’
Jewish Life In the Middle Ages is, there-
fore, likely to blur the contours of a multi-
colored, often sordid reality and to offer
instead a somewhat - distorted, because
oversimplified and often idealized gen-

-eralization. With greater skill and lesser

bias, but unfortunately also at the expense
of brevity and lucidity, Abrahams might
have been able to avoid some of the pit-
falls of the topical arrangement. But all
the genuine merits of his fine presenta-
tion would have been completely-lost had
he chosen the other extreme of closely
adhering to a chronological or geographic
sequence.

It was out of the consideration of this
undeniable trend in modern- historiogra-
phy that, although not without hesita-
tion, the title History was deliberately
chosen for my particular analysis of the
social and religious experiences of the
Jewish people. In trying to describe the
influence of socio-economic developments

- upon the Jewish religion, and mutually the
-influence of religion upon society, atten-

tion had to be paid primarily to those ba-
sic forces in. both society. and religion
which, operating over a period of often
countless generations, influenced one an-
other ‘in a demonstrable form. The his-
tory of the Jewish people along these
broad lines had to be divided ‘mainly into
the three long epochs of Israel’s career
upon earth, Without reference to the oth-
erwise noteworthy Krochmal - Graetzian

- scheme of the successive cycles of growth

and decay in Jewish history, three ma-
jor phases stood out in the historic evo-
lution of the Jewish people : that of ancient
Israel, from its beginnings to the Hellen-
istic period; that of Pharisaic-rabbinic
Judaism, from Alexander the Great or the
Maccabees to the seventeenth century, and
that of modern ‘Judaism during the last
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three centuries. In the history of ancient
Israel, the periods of the socio-religious
developments roughly coincided with the
chronological sequence of Israel’s origins,
the era of the Monarchy and the period
of Exile and Restoration. After that
time the chronological sequence became
less and less important and, for example,
the history of the Jews under Islam, me-
dieval as well as modern, had to be sep-
arately treated from medieval and early
modern Christendom. The story of the
rise and developments of Hasidism had
to be told in conjunction with the evolu-
tion of the Kabbalah and popular ethics
within the general make-up of the medie-
val and early modern ghetto. At the same
time the chronologically preceding in-
fluences of the Protestant Reformation
on Jewish history had to be treated in a
subsequent chapter as an integral factor
in the transformation of modern Europe
and the ensuing emancipation of the Jews.
As a matter of fact, I felt obliged to apol-
ogize in my Preface for having divided
the long, basically homogeneous Pharis-
aic-rabbinic period into two major sec-
tions of three chapters each, roughly cor-
—responding to the millenium precedmg
and following the rise of Islam.
CIIL
" More important than this chronological
problem, the solution of which, under.the
exigencies of each particular type of in-
quiry, will necessarily be Ieft to the more
or less arbitrary decision of the indiv-
idual historian, are questions arising from
the divergent approaches to history. Since
Buckle, the problem of the natural foun-
dations and limitations of human history
‘have become the topic of unceasing con-
troversy. No one denies that history oc-
curring in space, as well as in time, is
definitely bound to certain limited. areas
and cannot but be influenced by the clim-

atic, meteorological, hydrogfaphic, geo-
logical and other natural phenomena as-
sociated with the geography of that par-
ticular area.

No one has, nevertheless, thus far at-
tempted to write a history of the Jews
from the exclusive point of view of the in.
fluences emanating from their habitat in
various periods. Such an attempt as un-
dertaken by Buckle. for: English civiliza-
tion would evidently fail in helping to re-
construct the history of a people which
for milennia has been divorced from its
own soil and has tried with varying suc-
cess to acclimatize itself to the changing
geographic environments, It can definite-
ly be shown, however, that ‘the geog-
raphy of Palestine has played a very de-
cisive role in the “shaping of,the destin-
ies of the Jews in antiquity and through
them profouudly influenced also succeed-
ing generations. One certainly cannot
complain of a dearth of either geographic
or historical material, A mere glance at
the five volumes of Peter Thom-
sen’s Bibliography of Palestine will eas-
ily convince the interested reader that
within the last half century more books
and articles have been written on Pales-
tine than on any area on this globe com-
parable to it in size. Certain basic geo-
graphic phenomena have also been ex-
amined with respect to their possible in-
fluences upon history. The contrast be-
tween the sea and the eastern desert, it
is now generally conceded, was undoubt-
edly co-responsible for the millenial con-
flicts between the sedentary and the Bed-
ouin populations. The natural division
of the country into some forty sin-
gle geographic - units ~certainly was 2
contrxbutory cause in the rise of tribal-
ism, provincialism and separatlsm which
have so largely determined the course of
Palestinian Lfe since the establishment
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¢
of the Canaanite city states, as it now

seems; under the impact of the Hyksos
domination. The curious socio-economic
and political phenomena resulting from
the geological preponderance of limestone ;
the effects of the frequent deficiency of
rainfall and-the ensuing excess of evap-
oration over precipitation upon agricul-
ture and population density ; the irretriev-
able damages inflicted upon Palestine by
the constant process of deforestation and
soil erosion, in particular under the mis-
management of the successive Muslim
administrations; the losses of life and
property sustained during the recurrent
earthquakes—these and other elements of
the eternal interplay of geographic and

historic factors have been rather well:

scrutinized. It appears, nevertheless,
that a closér examination of the avail-
able archaeological material will help
further to clarify these interrelations be-
tween man and nature within the con-
fines of ancient and medieval Palestine.
The influence of geography upon Jewish
history in. the Diaspora offers a much
more difficult, altogether unique prob-
lem; as unique, indeed, as is the Jew-
ish dispersion. A thorough investigation
of the Jewish settlements in various per-
lods and of the forces emanating from
their respective natural environments
would undoubtedly help elucidate a num-
ber of otherwise unexplainable phenom-
€na in the history of many Jewish com-
Munities, Such topographical studies
are unfortunately available only for a
few countries and, while having undoubt-
ed pioneering merits, can hardly be class-
ified as sufficiently comprehensive and
Searching, Ancient Babylonia, the cradle
of the Talmud, has found investigators
Such as Neubauer and Obermayer who
have at least tried to identify the place
fames mentioned in the Talmud and es-

tablish a few bare geographic essentials.
Certain western lands have produced
works of the type of the Gallie Judaica
and Germanie Judaica which give a gen-
eral description of the recorded Jewish
settlements in these countries. A few
topographical studies have analyzed the
location and other physical characteris-
tics of various Jewish quarters in the mid-
dle ages and early modern. times. But
much more will have to be accomplished
before any intelligent attempt can be
undertaken to correlate the geographic
and historical data in these and other
regions and to draw tentatively valid gen-
eral conclusions,

Of course, the individual® scholar’s

-philosophy of history and perhaps even

contemporary biases will color his ulti-
mate decision even with respect to this
problem. Those, for example, who are
extremely Palestino-centric, who believe
that the Jews have never had any real
history outside of Palestine and that, ex-
cept for the remnant which will be saved
in Zion, Diaspora Jewry is doomed to ex-
tinction, will naturally focus their at-
tention upon the geography of Pales-
tine as the primary factor, and disparage
the influence of the physical background
of diaspora history. Others will argue,
from an opposite angle, that the signifi-

‘cant historical developments of the Jews

on Palestinian soil were limited to but a
few centuries, that the Jews had had a
diaspora even before Moses and once
more began to settle in foreign lands not
later than the eighth century B. C.
Throughout the Second Commonwealth,
it cannot be denied, the Palestinian cen-
ter was confronted by Jewish communi-
ties extending over a vast area from
Egypt to Persia, the aggregate population
of which consistently outnumbered the
Jewish settlements of the mother coun-
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try. Most scholars and teachers will un-
doubtedly take the position in the middle
that a clear analysis of every facet of phy-
sical life affecting both Palestinian and
Diaspora Jewry is of supreme significance
for the understanding of Jewish history
in its entirety,

These remarks are not to be construed
as an advocacy of the extremist Bucklean
views. on the influence of the geographic
factor in Jewish history. On the contrary,
in the present authot’s opinion, the his-
tory of the Jewish people offers a supreme
example of a group, attempting (and to
a certain-extent succeeding) to live in des-
pite of nature; of a nationality gradually
divorced from state and territory, which
has consequently become somewhat im-
mune to the influences emanating from
the soil and its derivatives. It is no mere
accident, indeed, that no Jewish historian
has ever attempted to write a Bucklean
history of the Jews. Such an attempt, op-
posed to the very core of Jewish history,
would naturally have been doomed to ut-
ter failure. Nevertheless, a better.un-
derstanding of the influences emanating
from the physical factors which have con-
sistently threatened to submerge the peo-
ple’s conscious endeavor to emancipate
itself from the forces of .nature, will
greatly help to clarify the successive re-
lapses of various groups of Jews into a
state of acquiescence with the dictates of
nature, and the serious handicaps encoun-
tered by the people as a whole .in its
main historic procession.’

v
Much more important for Jewish - his-
tory has become in recent years the eco-
nomic approach. In the first place stu-
dents of Marxism and exponents of so-

cialist ideologies have tried to reinterpret

thé history of the Jews in terms of the

-basic changes in their economic structure

and the class struggle within the Jewish
community. Quite a few bourgeois eco-
nomists, . Jewish and non-Jewish, have ex-
plained the main contributions of the Jews
to western civilization along certain lines
of economic endeavor. Werner Sombart
and his disciples, as well as opponents,
following the example set by Wilhelm
Roscher, Max Weber, Lujo Brentano and
a .good many others, have paid special
attention to the alleged or real affinities
between capitalism and the Jewish spirit.
Others, beginning with Levi Herzfeld,
the unduly forgotten founder of modern
Jewish economic historiography, began to
collate the -available facts concerning the
economic activities of the Jews in vari-
ous periods and to correlate them. with
the non-economic aspects of ]ew1sh life
in the past.

It must be borne in mind, -however,
that so far neither the Marxist nor the
other economic interpreters of Jewish his-
tory have succeeded in.producing a gen-
eral synthetic work on the entirety of
Jewish experience. The contributions of
these schools, some of them- undoubtedly
of great value, are limited to but frag-
mentary explanations of certain phases
of Jewish history. The periods most ex-
tensively discussed are.either that of an-
cient Israel, in which the Soviet scholars
N. M. Nicolsky and M. Lurie (more
recently “purged”), as well as Abram
Menes in Germany and France have
made significant contributions; that of
Jewry in medieval Europe, in which the
comprehensive works of Caro and Schip-
per have been effectively supplemented
by many monographic writings; or else
the last two or three centuries in the life
of the Jewish communities in Russia and
Poland. - While many of these studies
have shed new and illuminating light on
certain stages in the history of the Jew-

A
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ish people, no attempts have as yet been
made.to extend these researches into other
equally. important phases. of Jewish his-

tory, and .to correlate their findings: into

a, continuous- historical account of the
career of the people as it unfolded itself
under the stimulus of preponderantly eco-
nomic factors, if not altogether under the
dictates of economic determinism. The
few generalizations found, for instance,
in Karl Marx’s essay on the Jewish ques-
tion ; the investigations of one of his out-
standing disciples, Karl Kautsky, on the
Jewish “race” and the “foundations of
Christianity,” or the recent dire prophe-
cies of the - forthcoming “decline of Jud-
aism” by Otto Heller, have been -clearly
controverted ‘by. the facts of Jewish his-
tory with which the authors had not been
familiar.-

- Even -more sadly neglected has been
the history of the changing Jewish views
on economi¢ behavior from antiquity to
the present. Besides illuminating a signi-
ficant -element in the world outlook of the
sticcessive generations, such a ‘history
would -shed new light upon the changing
economic realities, both in their conform-
ity and non-conformity with the regnant
economic theory. It would also furnish
the relatively most solid bridge to cover
the gap between these economic realities
and the dominant ideologies of the vari-
Ous periods and thus open new vistas for
the- understanding of the economic factor
in the entire evolution: of the Jewish peo-
DPle. In writing the section on “Rabbinic
Social Philosophy,” the present author
Was, none the less, at a loss to indicate
any - scholarly literature on the subject.
There is really none deserving this name.

Ost investigations thus far have been
Carried oh in conjunction with the exam-

ination of certain.. juridical elements in-
the: Talmud or medieval law in which the-

purely economic factors were but inci-
dernitally treated. Basically jurisprudence
dealing with the normative, with what
ought to be, cannot satisfactorily answer
the main economic inquiry of what is or
what was. Nor can it really explain the
leaders’ attitude to such domains of eco-
nomic life which are not regulated by
law ; indeed, frequently devised to evade
and, hence, to coéxist with the contem-
poraneous law. It is, for instance, well
known today that not only in medieval
LEurope; but also in the countries of Is-
lam, many pious Jews, often leaders of
the Jewish community, engaged in exten:
sive money-lending activities and charged
interest to Jews as well as to non-Jews,
Some of them charged interest to their
own, ever more deeply indebted commu-
nities. At the Same time the actual law
prohibited, as verbal usury, even the ex:
pression-of thanks for the extension of a
loan. Life had simply devised many new
types of business transactions to circum-
vent the law and made it possible to obtain
perfectly legitimate unearned income from
capital. A few economic -data.are given
also in the none-too-rich and none-too-
profound literature on Jewish ethics. But
hardly any exténsive researches have
ever been undertaken to study Jewish
economic teachings as such, either from
the standpoint of economic theory or eco-
nomic history. :

The present shortcomings need not be
discouraging to future researchers of and
writers on Jewish ‘economic history nor
do they, by themselves, disprove the val-
idity of a basically economic approach to
all history.’ Much new information is yet
to be expected not only from the lifting
out. of obscurity of the large mass of
relevant economic-historical material, hid-
den away in libraries and archives, but
also from the elucidation of the influences

5
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exercised by the ‘economic forces upon
the totality of Jewish life in each particu-
lar period and country. However, we feel
no less strongly that among the histories

- of the different human groups, that of

the Jews will most stubbornly resist any
full explanation which may be advanced
for it exclusively on the basis of the pro-
gressive changes in the means of pro-
duction or of any other economic trans-
formations.

' ’ V.

It is no mere accident that it is the
tdealistic type of historiography which
has dominated Jewish historical writing
for centuries; in fact, for millennia.
There need not be recognized any vital
distinction between -the ancient theistic
view of history and some of the modern
idealistic approaches. For the biblical
historians, those marvelous writers of
history who may lay claim to the title of
“fathers” of historiography, it was God’s
will, humanly comprehensible even though
supernatural, which has guided the des-
tinies of mankind and of Israel. Under
this scheme almost all happenings could
be interpreted in the light of the moral-
religious ‘behavior of the Jewish group,
however small its numbers. This theo-
cratic view of history was carried on, with
minor or major modifications, by the
ancient and medieval authors for whom,
of course, the experience of Exile and the
ensuing need for apologetics became of
paramount importance. With messian-
ism looming large as the ultimate goal for
Jewish as well as human history, the Jew-

ish writers on historical thentes were long
" satisfied with this generic explanation.

In modern historiography it was the
more humanistic type of the “spirit of

Judaism” which took the place of God as

the determining factor. With all its varia-
tions from Krochmal and Zunz to Geiger,

Graetz and Guedemann, the underlying
concept, nurtured from the overpowering
forces of Hegelianism and the German
idealistic philosophy in general, was, in
more than one respect, but a continuation
of the old doctrine. Did not Hegel him-
self still visualize all history as a.gradual
unfolding of a divine plan? . “God lets
men direct their particular passions and
interests as they please; but the result is
the accomplishment -of His plans, and
these differ from the ends sought by those
whom He employs.” The basic outlook
of the ninéteenth century Wissenschaft
des Judentums was to see in Jewish his-
tory the gradual progression of the Jew-
ish religious or national spirit in its vari-
ous vicissitudes -and adjustments to the
changing environments. To be sure, the
accusation frequently heard that, for in-
stance, Graetz had laid exclusive stress
upon the biographies of rabbis and the
story of anti-Jewish persecutions is clear-
ly “contradicteg by his own programmatic
formulation of the “national character”
of the entire history of the post-Talmudic
period. “As the history of a national en-
tity [Volksstamm], Jewish history is far
from being merely a history of. literature
or of individual scholars into which it is
turned by the nature of the records and
the one-sidedness [of the investigators}.
On the contrary, literature and the reli-
gious evolution, as well as the extremely
tragic martyrology of this nationality or
community are but single incidents in its
historic evolution. They are by no means
its root essentials.” Notwithstanding this
clear-cut reservation the distinguished
historian could not himself escape the im-

‘pact of those records and of that one-

sidedness in his own treatment of history-
Even the positivists among the Jewish

- thinkers such as Ahad Ha-am and Dub-

now essentially accepted the primacy of

’

such “inner” factors. They set.up a sort
of autonomous national will which was the
driving force in shaping the destinies of
the people and which, in the supreme in-
terest of national self-preservation, made
all the necessary adjustments required in
the different periods and regions. Today,
too, a great many Jewish historians still
will follow one or another of these “ideal-
istic” methods of interpretation. Some
will perhaps ¢oncede the shortcomings of
such an approach to the history of any
other nation, but will none the less insist
that in the case of the Jews, whose gen-
eral psychological and social make-up
throughout history was so largely deter-
mined by their own religion and by the
religious attitudes of their neighbors, no
other explanation can do equal justice to
the specific nature of the subject. Some
will, somewhat more reluctantly, adopt
one or another idealistic approach out of
the practical consideration that the prin-
cipal records left behind by Jewish lead-
ership throughout the ages are of an al-
most exclusively . religious and literafy
nature. 'If-one wishes to remain true to
the spirit of the authors of these records,
such scholars might argue, one cannot
avoid accepting, in some degree, the un-
derlying philosophy of these writings

which is outspokenly idealistic. In short,

the Jewish people, hdving been, at least
until the last two or three generations,
Primarily a religious body of men; there
nNever having been any empiric Jewish
group which would have proved:its abil-
ity to survive without religion; the posi-
tion of the Jews outside of the mass settle-
ments of eastern Europe down to the
World War still having been visualized by

Jews and non-Jews alitke as that of an .

€xclusively religious group; the prepon-
derance ‘of the idealistic type of historio-
graphy, whether or not it substituted na-
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tionality for religion, becomes self-explan-
atory. It is, moreover, to this general
approach to Jewish history that we are
deeply indebted for the most extensive as
well as intensive investigations of the
Jewish. past in both-its totality and its
larger. or .smaller subdivisions. ,

It cannot be denied, however, that the

idealistic approach no longer satisfies our -

present generation of scholars and stu-
dents, There is a growing feeling that
the historic explanations of the Jewish

* past must not fundamentally deviate from

the general patterns of history which we
accept for mankind at large or for any
other particular national group. To be
sure, every unbiased investigator will ad-
mit that genera] methods necessarily must
be adapted to the requirements of each
particular subject and that, for instance,
no one can deal with the history of the
United States in exactly the same way as
he would investigate the history of China.
There is, nevertheless, a growing senti-
ment abroad that the differences in meth-
ods must needs remain limited to such an
indispensable adaptation of one and the
same fundamental approach.
VI
The “sociological” approach to Jewish

history has, therefore, become so very

fashionable in our day. . Unfortunately
the term sociology itself has from its in-
ception been so ambiguous as to cover an
endless multitude of sins. There prob-
ably are nowadays as many ‘“‘sociologies”

in the world as there are distinguished:

sociologists. - When applied to history

this term has become even more equivocal.

Simon Dubnow in his Weltgeschichte,
hitherto the only major professed attempt
to explain the history of the Jews in so-
ciological terms, has programmatically
proclaimed in his Introduction the need
for a sociological interpretation. But in his
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actual description of the ]ewxsh past he

“has no more succeeded in realizing his

program than had Graetz in avoiding the

‘pitfalls” of the Leidens-und Gelehrten-

geschichte which he had so bluntly de-
nounced. Except for his artificial at-
tempts at periodicization, his forced quest
for hegemony centers in various periods
and, due to his own political “autonom-
ism,” his special attention to- Jewish self<
government, one finds in Dubnow’s other-
wise remarkable attempt at a new syn-
thesis of Jewish history little that is a
substantial advance over Graetz’s) still
unsurpassed Jewish history, Other so-
ciological approaches to Jewish history
have likewise been tried. But with the
exception of Max Weber’'s Religions-
soziologie, with its very suggestive analy-

" sis of the ancient Israelitic religion in the

author’s own sociological terms, we have
but a few 'monographs on specific sub-
jects which -really deserve the attention
of modern scholarship.

The following remarks are 1ntended
neither as a full definition of, nor as a
program for, a new sociological approach
to Jewish history; they merely wish to
suggest a few integral elements for such
an approach which seém to hold out great
promise for the near future. : Much spe-
cialized research as well as analytical
thinking will yet be needed before these
issues will have been sufficiently clarified
to make possible a more definitive systema-
tic treatment.

The importance of the bzologzcal ap-
proach to history can hardly be over-estim~
ated. No reference is here made to the
racial ideologies, now propagated es-
pecially by German National-Socialist
historians, who view the history of man-
kind primarily as the perennial battle
ground of warring races. One need not
altogether ‘deny the. 1mportance of racial

(5

'.characterlstlcs for human history and

nevertheless admit that our knowledge of
what constitutes a'race is still in its pre-
scientific stage. Unceasing racial mix-
tures, moreover, have been so preponder-
ant upon the historic scene and the pecu-
liarities of each race’in the physical and
psychological sense are' so arbitrarily de-
fined, ‘'that.an attefnpt to construe basic
historical developments on this foundation
is like. building ~skyscrapers on quick-
sand. Anthropology will have greatly to
improve its own methods of research, to
accumulate and sift infinitely more ma-
terial and to obtain at least some tentative
agreement among its leading .exponents,
before it will become a valid instrument
for general or Jewish historic research.
So far we must be satisfied with a few in-
teresting side-lights thrown by anthropol-
ogy and comparative ethnology upon the
life of ancient Isrdel in the early stages
of its historic evolution and upon the com-
plex problems. of contemporary Jewish
readjustment.

Much greater promxse is held out by an

analysis of all important population de-

velopments in their bearing upon the gen-
eral history of the Jewish people. It must
be admitted that this aspect of human
history has been sadly neglected, and the
history of the Jewish population has
naturally suffered from this general neg-
lect. The present author hopes, some day,
to write an exténsive work on Jewish his-
tory in the light of numbers. A small in-
staliment of this work was published in
Hebrew some years ago in the form of 2
preliminary essay on The Israelitic Po-
pulation under the Kings. No one i
more fully aware of the enormous diffi-
culties confronting such an undertaking
which probably vastly exceeds the r€
sources of present-day scholarship. Nev-
erthless, an attempt must sooner or later

EMPHASES IN JEWISH HISTORY . 229

be made .to find out the various stages
in the growth and decay of the numerical
strength of “the Jews throughout their
recorded history; the rates of Jewish
natality and mortality -in different
periods ; the varying age and sex distribu-
tion in each generation; the numerical
division between the urban and the rural
groups ; the extent and the biological ef-
fects of polygamy in various Jewish set-
tlements:; the frequency and effects of in-
termarriage, whether officially more or
less tolerated or outlawed—are all. prob-
lems of vital significance for the under-
standing of the economic structure, the
social relationships, and even of certain
cultural and- religious developments of
the Jewish, as of any other, people. Un-
doubtedly there are long stretches of Jew-
ish history in which the evidence concern-
ing these basic facts is either too limited
or altogether non-existent. Even where
extant sources have preserved some sort
of statistical material, their reliability ‘is
subject to grave doubts. The predilection
of many ancient and medieval authors for

exaggeratedly high numbers, the total -

indifference’ of many others to the fac-
tual background of their figures and the
greater likelihood of errors in the trans-

mission of numbers than in that of al-.

most any .other parts of ancient texts,
Present- tremendous obstacles to detached
mvestlgatlon On the other hand, popu-
lation and other censuses and compila-
tions of lists of taxpayers were much
More frequent and searching in antiquity
and in certain medieval countries than is
generally known today. In any case the
time seems overdue for the marshalling,
at least, of all the available information,
and for its utmost exploitation by statis-
tlmans sociologists and historians. That
Is why the present author has felt justified
M his History in calling briefly, and in

many ways tentatively, to the attention of
the public the great influence exercised by
these biological factors on the other
phases of Jewish social and religious life
in ‘the crucial periods of ancient Israel,
before and after the second fall of Jeru-
salem, and during the last three centuries.

Another significant approach may per-
haps be styled the normative-factual ap-
proach. Thereby is meant an examination
of the predominantly legal and ethical
sources and contrasting them with the
known facts of the Jews’ socio-economic
and cultural life, The importance of law
and ethics especially for Jewish history
has long been recognized. Was not law
the very core of the Jewish religion and
culture? Was not “ethical monotheism”
Judaism’s major contribution to civiliza-
tion, on which modern Jews have fre-

quently prided themselves, not without -

apologetic exaggeration? However, we
must realize that even in such a generally
law-abiding and ethically-minded commu-
nity as that of the Jews, actuality never
fully corresponded to the norm.

In fact the norm itself changed its sig-
nificanice with the changing realities. One
characteristic illustration will suffice here.
Judaism may pride itself on having intro-
duced for the first time into the history
of the legal systems the protective prin-
ciple of ona’ah whereby both parties to
a contract were protected against over-
reaching and misrepresentation, if the
price exceeded its normal level by but one-
sixth., The Roman laesio enormis, en-

acted several centuries later, probably un-
der the direct or indirect influence of Jew-

ish law, more reluctantly granted such
protection in the case of damages reach-
ing to some 50—100 per cent. It should
be noted, however, that under the original
conditions of agricultural Palestine, the
transactions involving the sale of land,
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slaves and deeds were exempted from the
operation of this law. The reason for
these exemptions is clear. Land was
anything but a sheer commodity in an-
cient Palestine. It was held for many
generations in the same family. Voluntary
transfers were so exceptional and so
much the result of a particular farmer’s
urgent need to dispose of his property
that a severe limitation of the permis-
sible price range would, as a rule, have
handicapped rather than protected the
person in whose behalf it had been en-
acted. Slaves, too, were primarily ac-
quired for domestic service with a view
toward their permanent association with
“the households of their respective masters,
The sale of a slave by a Palestinian farm-
er or artisan was likewise in the nature
~ of an exceptional, more or less forced

‘disposal of property, which called for no
stringent. limitation of the right of free
contractual price-fixing. Deeds served
at that time merely as instruments of
evidence and had by themselves prac-
tically no commercial value.

Centuries later the Jews found them-
selves increasingly transformed into a
mercantile nation; living under - the ad-
vanced semi-capitalistic civilization of the
medieval Caliphate. Commercial trans-
actions involving the sale.of land or ‘ur-
ban real estate became a prominent fea-
ture of Jewish commerce. Jews were
frequently found among the leading slave
merchants of the period. The transfer of
deeds and negotiable instruments of all
kinds became a primary branch of busi-
ness of the Jewish bankers and merchants
in the Orient. Evidently the retention
- of the three exemptions from the pro-
- tective laws against misrepresentations at
that period,
large domains of economic endeavor were
exempted from legal regimentation and

simply meant that three

\

placed under the full operation of the

liberalistic laws of supply and demand,

It.is evidently not enough to know the
text of the law, and even to learn that
over a period of many centuries it was
neither repealed nor modified. In order
to know what it actudlly meant we must
place it in the framework of changing
reality. We must come to learn that
there is not only a constant transmutation
of meaning in words and concepts, but
also in the superficially unchanged legal
and ethical ndrms, legal and ethical con-
stitutions.  Frequently Jewish law was
“adjusted” to life simply by not having
undergone any’ formal change. Only a

full analysis of both theory and practice

may enable the historian to comprehend
the institutional growth of any civiliza-
tion, and especially of such an intrinsic-
ally “normative” civilization as the Jew-
ish, marching under the flag of its etern-
al and divine, but nevertheless profound-
ly adjustable, Torah. :
Another integral element of historic
sociology ought to be the comwnunal ap-
proach to Jewish history. By that term
we wish to designate an analysis of the
changing aspects of Jewish communal co-
existence in different environments, and
of their influerice .upon the daily life of
the masses as well as upon the conscious
formulations of the leaders. Even in the
period of Israelitic morarchy, it appears,
the life of the great mass of Israelites
was much more affected by the happen-
ings in the numerous towns, hamlets and
villages and by the municipal ‘administra-
tion, judiciary ard priesthood than by the
events which took place at the royal
courts, the high army commands or the
temples of either Jérusalem or Samaria.
Undoubtedly due to the inherent weakness
of Israelitic monarchy and the small sizé
of the two capitals which between them

e
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never seem to have harbored more than

five or six per cent of the Israelitic popu-
lation, the local forces far transcended in
importance those of the central agencies
of both - state and religion. We must
guard ourselves against being misled by
the sources, mostly written in these cen-
tral points, into over-estimating the signi-
ficance of the centers as against that of
the local agencies, the recorded history
of which unfortunately is very meagre.

This experience of the ancient Israel-
ites was duplicated on a world-wide scale
in the Jewish communities of the dis-
persion. Here the control was further
divided between the central and local
powers of the non-Jewish state and the
central and local management of the Jew-
ish community. Only a proper balance
between these centripetal and centrifugal
forces, between the influences of the non-
Jewish monarchs or cities and of the in-
ter-territorial, provincial and local Jewish
leadership (exemplified in the Palestin-
ian" patriarchate, the Babylonian exil-
archate and gaonate, the provincial eth-
narchate, negidut,. synod or council and
the individual Jewish community) can
furnish the proper perspective for the un-
derstanding .of the most vital develop-
ments in Jewish life.

The need for refining the peculiar
methods requlred for the investigation of
Jewish communal history may perhaps

best be illustrated by the age-old problem _

of ¢ democracy in the Jewish communal
Structure. While there undoubtedly ex-
Isted certam democratic forms in many
Jewish communities, a great many others
Possessed dec1ded1y aristocratic, if not
Monarchical, features. On the one hand,
We possess records of communities with
irect electhl’lS, in the case of many Span-
ish communities as well as of Leghorn
d“rmg a brief period in the eighteenth

century even of the extremely democratic
elections by. lot. On.the cher hand, we
find innumerable communities whose of-
ficials were appointed by an exilarch, a
nagid or another provincial leader. The

local dayyanim appointed by the exilarchs

in many communities of the Near East
over a period of several centuries were
not only the official administrators of
justice, but as the main tax collectors for
the benefit of the community as well as
of the state, wielded enormous power in
all communal affairs. The rabbinate, as
a permanent salaried office, was not yet

developed and the local elders, even .

where such were elected, hardly counter-
balanced the accumulation of power in
the hands of these appointed officials. The
haham-bashis of the Ottoman Empire
likewise were powerful executives exer-
cising ‘vast control over the life of the
bulk of Sephardic and oriental Jewry in
modern times. However, their life-long
tenure of office at least depended on their
election by the communal leaders in Con-
stantinople (often with the collaboration
of representatives from other commun-
ities), and was not hereditary for count-
less generations as was the office of the
Babylonian exilarchs. Even those west-
ern communities which could boast of
theoretically democratic forms of govern-
ment - were frequently dependent, politic-
ally as well as economically, upon a lead-
ing court-Jew. . His whimsical desires

-had to be respected by his fellow mem-.

bers, because the residential rights of the
entire community frequently depended on

the privileges granted to him personally
or at best upon those of a small coterie

of such influential chiefs.

In almost all communities, moreover,
the non-taxpaying members were ex-
cluded from the exercise of electoral
rights. One might argue that such res-




“thus barred from voting.

‘allowed to vote.

L
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triction became necessary to prevent the
numerous Jews supported by the com-

munity from influencing the elections in

a spirit’ of excessive llberahty towards
themselves, This argument has become
familiar to the American newspaper read-
ers in connection with the alleged misuse

‘of relief and WPA funds to influence

elections in the United States. Whatever
the reason, it cannot be denied that sub-
stantial sections of the community were
In some com-
munities -only the taxpayers who contri-
buted a higher than average tax were
More important still, ac-
cording to the traditional concepts of or-
thodox Jewry, women were always eéx-
cluded from voting and from taking any
other part in the public life of the com-

- munity. The rabbinic interprétation” of

an innociious Psalm (45, 14) operated,
like the Catholic mulier taceat in ecclesia

as an insurmountable bar to women’s ac-

tive participation in communal boards.
Even today orthodox.leaders desperately
fight to keep out women from communal
leadership in Poland, Palestine, etec.
On the other hand, a much more pro-
found type of “democracy” was achieved
through the common ideals and practice
of education. Every father was obliged
to provide education- for his sons; the
community was responsible for the edu-
cation of all, especially the poor. Through
education one could attain the highest
position of power and eminence in Jewry.
There was also an inherent solidarity in

" the life of a struggling minority which

transcended the class differences and still
more, the relatively minor distinctions in
electoral rights. In short, democracy in
the Jewish community is not a myth.
But to understand its role properly one
must bear in mind that no strictly political

form can corréspond to’ the essentially

non-political type of organization as re.
presented by the ancient or mederal
kehillah. The Jewish people had in j
millennial evolutioni so "far progresseq
along the road of emancipation from
both ‘state and territory, had developeq
even in its substitutes for a state so many
new non-political features, that it is quite
erroneous to look in its communal strye.
ture for organizational forms taken from
the strictly political fields of state power,
- We may be petmitted, finally, to make
mention’ of the so¢io-religious approach to
Jewish history which a-good many read-
ers seem to have detected in -our recent
presentation. It will be well to bear in
mind the fact to which the reader’s at-
tention has repeatedly been called, that
this social and religious treatment of Jew-
ish history arose out of a specific inter-
est in the interrelations between society
and religion in the entire historic ex-
perience of the Jewish people. The au-
thor’s warnings-against the generalization
of this approach, primarily determined by
the theme, seem to have remained unheed-
ed even by quite a few critics. It is evi-
dent, moreover, that. religion could gen-
erally be classified as just another social
force, and that a socio-religious approach
would only be the equivalent of a general
sociological approach with ‘some specific
emphasis upon religion.. Such specific
emphasis, it must be admitted, is entirely
warranted in the case of the ]ews There

. is n6 doubt that among the various social

factors, population, economics, commun-
ity, seculars culture and religion, the lat-

“ter has held the inost conspicuous place,

at least in the consciousness of the Jews,
throughout the three and a half millennia
of their existence. In no other people’s
history has the impact of religion been
so strong, continuous and comprehensive
as in the history of the Jews, especially

e, ———————— e — .
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;n post-biblical times. Tt is’ consequently
but the unavoidable and intrinsically jus-
sified adaptation of the general method of
sociological interpretation to the peculiar
problems of Jewish h,xstory when the
element of religious’ experience is given
its due large share within the totality of
the social forces. In this sense, and in this
alone, we may agree to- calling this par-
ticular variation ' of the - general socio-
logical method, a “socio-religious” ap-
proach to Jewxsh history.

' VII _
‘In conclusion we may be allowed to add
a few remarks on the'application of these
methods to the teaching of -Jewish his-
‘tory. The effects of any change in ap-
proach and methodology upon the higher

education and the professional. training .

of young historians is self-evident. How-
ever, one must never lose sight of the
warning, sounded by Theodor Momm-
sen, that “it is a dangerous and pernici-
ous illusion when a professor of history
believes to be able to train historians in
the same fashion as one would train phil-
ologists or mathematicians at a univer-
sity. With greater justification than in
the case of the latter one must say of the
historian that he is not being trained but
born, not being educated but educates
himself.” And" Mommsen undoubtedly
was one of the greatest teachers of his-
tory, who succeeded in instilling in his
students both a reverence for and a
critical attitude toward the ancient sources,
and in teaching them to correlate dispar-
ate incidents into a great whole. Never-
theless, the recurrent raising of such
methodological issues, the discussion of
their general aspects and, even more
fruitfully, the pointing out of their spe-

_cific application to particular _Subjects ufi-

der discussion in an advanced seminar,
will undoubtedly help the younger adept

of the historical sciences to clarify these -

issues in his own mind and to make those
vital decisionis' for which he may or may
not have been “born” in the ultlmate
sense. ‘

Of 'no lesser significance is such meth-
odological clarification for the teacher of
history to the non-professional mass of
students. Whatever one’s personal opinion
may be about the desirability of the school
functioning as an indoctrinating agency,

* one must admit that the viewpoints im-
“pressed upon youth in its formative age

have lasting effects. Not only thé total-
itarian governments, communist as well
as fascist, have recognized the extreme

importance of indoctrination in the prim-

ary and secondary schools, but also a
democratic- country such as France has
raised generations of citizens upon ‘a
W eltanschauwung deeply colored by a his-
torical tradition nurtured from the springs
of French nationalism and the new de-
mocratic institutions. The newspapets
recently reported that after prolonged
negotiations  between  representative
groups of French and German teachers
of history, an agreement was tentatively
reached concerning many ‘controversial
issues of historic tradition and a closer
harmonization of the French and Ger-
man textbooks in history. A widely ac-
cepted, though frequently exploded, view
of the American Revolution has similarly
colored the outlook of generations of
school children and adults throughout the
United States.

Indoctrination of such a type has un-
doubtedly been one of the essentials of

‘Jewish education throughout the ages.

The forces of survival of the Jewish peo-
ple were greatly strengthened by the pre-
vailing view.of general and Jewish his-
tory which, instilled in the early years of
childhood, was steadily re-impressed upon
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the minds of the adults through oral
and written preachments. One wonders
whether the Jews could have altogether
survived the medieval persecutions with-
out the philosophy of history which em-

' phasized the temporary as well as purify-

ing character of the Exile, and its ultim-
ate disappearance in the messianic age.
It cannot be denied that somie of the vital-
ity of the Jewish people has been sapped
in recent generations by the loss of such
a comprehensive, generally accepted phil-
osophy of history, and the ensuing lack
of indoctrination of the entire people in
a common interpretation of its past.
We shall all realize, therefore, the prac-
tical dangers of historic iconoclasm. The
undermining of traditional beliefs effect-
ed in the minds of many pious young
Jews, as well as Christians, through the
historic “higher” criticismm of the Bible
may serve as a warning with respect to
the. removal of other “idols in history.”

It was, consequently, not without -hesi-

tation that the present author undertook
some years back, and has ever since con-
tinued to reveal the historic foundations
as well as the inadequacies of what he
called “the lachrymose conception of Jew-
ish history.” He still recalls the shock he

" received, when after the publication of a

preliminary essay on this subject, the
representative of a’ leading publishing
house in New York suggested to him that
he write a book “debunking” the Jewish
middle ages. Time and again he also
had the perhaps tragic-comic experience
of finding the Jewish public as it were en-
amored of the tales of ancient and mod-
ern persecutions, It was enough for
him to deny, for example, that any large-
scale pogroms had taken place in the ter-
ritories” of ethnographic Poland before
1936 in order to evoke an instantaneous
storm of protests, not against the alleged

" historic orientation.

perpetrators of such massacres, by
against himself for venturing to deny
them. Quite evidently this lachrymogse
conception of Jewish history has serveq
as an eminent means of social controj
from.the days of the ancient rabbis, ang
its repudiation now might help further
to- weaken the authority. of Jewish com-
munal leadership. - ‘ .

On closer analysis, however, we can
easily perceive that such weakening is
the cause rather than the effect of the new
The generations
which have become ripe for biblical cri-
ticism have long before begun to cast
off in practice the ‘“shackles” of the bib-
lical tradition. We now see more and

more clearly that the great.transforma-

tions in religious history usually begin
with changes in the ritual and religious
observance rather than with those in
dogma and religious theory. As a result
of the economic, social, intellectual and
ultimately also political emancipation,
there had started a complete disintegra-
tion of Jewish communal control long be-
fore the nineteenth century when the
“science of Judaism” began its memor-
able process of “cutting down-the plan-
tations” of the accepted theory. So, too,
in our own days the absence of a com-
mon interpretation of Judaism and of an
agreement as. to the essential criteria of
Jewishness, brought about by the dispar-
ate socio-economic interests, cultural
backgrounds and factional struggles with-
in the various groups of Jewry, militates
against the very possibility of indoctrinat-
ing Jewish youth in a convincing, because
uniform, view of the Jewish past. ‘That
is why, 1t seems, the removal of outworn
historic conceptions is not only dictated
by the scientific conscience of the inves-
tigator and by the quest for truth of the
genuinely interested public, but may also,

-
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in the long run, pave the way towards the
formulation of a new philosophy of Jew-
;sh history which would more closely cor-
respond to our ‘own modern social needs
and our new intellectual requirements. A
comprehensive, generally accepted empha-
sis in and explanation of Jewish history
will, in any case, have to await the return

of a certain . stability in the social and

cultural structure of the Jewish people.
The new effective social control of the
community, confidently to be expected
in thg't new ‘“‘universalist” age, would
easily * devise its- own new full-fledged
philosophy of history and the means of
instilling it in ‘its own youth. ‘
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