THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA— ROSENEERG. &7

a union of tribes with religion as its basis, the political
union being an outgrowth and a secondary condition,
The worship of one true God, Jehovah, was its supreme
business and pleasure, and all the gloricus and splendid
achievements may be attributed to this doctrine, Judah
flourished as a nation until the dispersion, about 586 B.C,,
wihen ina war with N ebuchadnezzar, Jerusalem was taken
by storm, its Temple reduced to ruin, and the larger por-
Events follow each other in natural sequence; .and as - jcion of its inhabitants deport.ed to Baby101.1. Thus exiled
by the law of universal gravitation, every particle of o in C.haldsea,. so:ne lapsed into heathenism, but many
matter in the universe exerts an influence on every othf‘:r : - continued f:em.;hml to J@hOV?.h, and although they could
particle, and is in turn infiuenced by it, so the events in - keep no religious feasts as in the Holy Land, the habit
history exert their influence upon those Whlcl:l follow, : of meeting, and reading from the: prophetic writings as
and the last epoch sheds its light on those which have - an observancF of the Sal:;b:st‘ch2 which developed the syna-
preceded. - : gogue, came 1tfto use at this tlme.' Later, Cyrus gave the
o fully understand the infiuence of any spec.ial event exiles permission tc? return to their fath‘erland,.but only
upon a particular people, a knowledge of previous con- : a small_ number availed jthemselves of t?us permission. In
ditions is necessary. I'nrn back the pages of gentur.lES, 445 B. C a Jew, Nehemiah ben Hakelejah, was aPpointed
and behold a small section of the Hebrew group leavm.g as Per51a1l1 governor of J‘udaeg. The. subsequent history of
Palestine to occupy the more fertile pasture Ia.nds in _ the Je?vs in the E-ast 1s identified with the r(levolutions fre-
Lgypt. 'The subsequent slavery of ’Flie ]‘ews m that quentin that sc—.:ctmn: from a Chaldzan province Pales’.cine
country, their deliverance thence, their sojourn in the becz.ame a Persian, a Greek, a1.1d an Egyphan possession,
wilderness nntil the conquest of Canaan, are familiar. In gntll. Pompey’s conquest subjected llt to 1:10man rule,
an age when conquerors either annihilated, or made. slaves _ . With each change of powet, the dispersing of the Jews
of, the conquered, the Israelites amalgan}ated w*}th the becomes more complete; their settlen}ent_was encouraged
Cz;naanites, absorbing their culture, and in turn 1mpa‘1“t- : . ever.}rwhere, and under the I.’tolemms m Egypt, they
ine the Mosaic doctrine to them. ‘This was the begin- : - received prefe{'enc-:e over, and in consequence earned the
niicr of their history as a nation, which, 11kfe all -OthEI..‘S, hatred of, t‘he_ indigenous population. At the beginning
hada its rise and fall. Beginning by subjugating its : of the Ch.nstlan era, _t}.1e Jews were mote pop}ﬂous and
enemies and afterward in quest of territory arid plunder, | Powerful in every civilized C(?untry t.han 11 their original
the period of war was followed by prosperity unde:: the $tr0nghold, Jer.usale:m, colon}es having been formed in
judges and the kings. The prophets ﬂoqrished, litera- - a_nd around As1?_ Minor and in Burope. 'The mission o'f
ture, philosophy, science and arts were cul’r.wated.. cher . the apostles hz?wng .attached itself to the synagogues, this
i’ent nations existed on a purely political basis with a : aspora, or dlspersmn? of the Jews became the means of
i:lci:gion as their outgrowth, but Israel was composed of he diffusion of Christianity. -
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zeal which prompted Isabella, under Torquemada’s
influence, to aid Columbus, led her to issue her famous
~ edict against the Jews of her country, to take effect on
the very day that Columbus started on his eventful
' voyage. Many believe his discovery to have been divine
fore-ordination; but the new country was only about to
be discovered, and meanwhile the Spanish, and later the
Portuguese Inquisition commanded baptism or death,
- and many were baptized. These Marranos, as they were
called, spurnied by the Jews, and despised by the Chris-
tians, publicly professed Christianity, and secretly main-
tained Judaism; they intermarried with Christians, and
roseto heights of power and dignity. Despite restrictions,
many celebrated Jewish names belong to the general his-

" tory of culture in the countries where Jews were resi-
dent. 'The Jews of Spain stand out pre-eminently as
persons of extraordinary culture and intelligence, who,
banished from their country with every refinement of
cruelty and hardship of which the Inquisition was capa-
ble, dispersed to many lands, in all of which they were
barely tolerated, carrying their culture with them. Cut
off from their fellow citizens, excluded by oppressive
laws from all legitimate trades, specially taxed, con-
signed to the narrow confines of ghettos, strictly pro-
hibited from entering certain towns, limited in numbers
in others, disabled from being members of trade guilds,
tine? : such was the condition of the Jews of the wotld at the
Following the trend of migr ation and civilization time of the discovery of America. ‘There was no known
from Kast to West, we fiud a large proportion of Jews country to which they might turn, and call it Zome.
settled in Spain, where they were tolerated, enjoying . What wonder, then, that the new world was hailed as a
equal tights of citizenship, passing through a glotious “divine gift to humanity, a haven of peace and good-will
period of literary and social activity, and during the at last. Ah! but even here the problem of freedom
fifteenth century holding government positions of great ‘must first be worked out, and the life-long traditional
prejudices against the Jews were not set aside as readily

responsibility and emolument, thereby inmcurring the
enmity of the Catholic citizens. 'The same religious s Buropean expulsion cast the Jews themselves out of

From this period, their fate and that of the early Chris-
tians were the same. ‘They were alternately tolerated,
given equal civil rights, and again persecuted and ban-
ijshed. Strange that Christianity, which itself struggled
so bravely for existence, should become, with prosperity,
intolerant of other creeds, and especially of its parent,
Judaism!| But no, in those dark ages nothing was
strange. Given no place in the political arrangements
of the world of those days, being neither nobles vor serfs,
the Jews dwelt apart, performing their mission; they
formed the link between the glorious past and the Re-
naissance, carrying a remuant of Dgyptian, Greek and
Roman civilization to the dawning of that brighter day,
when the world awakened from its night of gloom to
witness the crusades, the aurora of its day. But the
splendor of its dawn became shadowed by the clouds of
a gloomy mor, for at this period, nurtured by religious -
seal and fanatic enthusiasm, began the deep-seated preju-
dice against the Jews as having been dwellers in Jeru-
salem at the time of the Crucifixion.
ey emerge from a dark night to find eivil, social,
political disabilities everywhere; a deep abyss of perse-
cution before them, a stone wall of restrictions behind
them. 'This brings us to the fourteenth century, when
Spain, at the zenith of her glory, is in the van of civili-

sation. What was the condition of her Jews at that
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their native lands. Religious intolerance was prevalent ‘and the wars of the Revolution and Rebeilion, the tie of
among all peoples at that time. Education in the broad, : " a common cause makes one lose sight of this one or that
liberal sense of to-day was nnknown, and the dangerous one as a Jew, a Catholic, or a Protestant; we know of
experiment of forcing convictions was tried, ° them only as men doing battle together for a great cause.

America, settled by all sects of people fleeing from ) © Since the western hemisphere has been opened up, a
religious intolerance and in search of a place where stream of Immigration has flowed in steadily, people _
religious liberty and freedom of comscience might be . '~ leaving the over-crowded countries of the old world to |
enjoyed, could not long harbor bitter antagonisms on ' better their condition; some come to enjoy greater free-
the ground of religion. ‘ America is another name for dom, others, disappointed with their achievements, make
opportunity. Her whole history appears like a last © anew beginning, whilst others still, working and slaving
effort of divine providence in behalf of the human race.” : where toil is over-crowded and poorly paid, are anxious
From within her boundaries emanated the grand idea of for their children to have better opportunities than they
freedom, such as the world had never heard of before. : themselves enjoyed. ‘The sad, disappointed and dissatis-
Here was the dreamed-of Utopia, the New Atlantis, the - fied with the state of affairs in the old world, come to
land of promise that opened up the ghettos of the old the new to build up under more favorable conditions;
world.—Liberty, I worship at thy shrine! looking toward America to solve the problems and allay

The spiritual re-awakening of the Jews was given its the fears menacing the nations of the earth to-day. And
greatest impetus by Moses Mendelssohn, in Germany, ' nowhere can oue find so happy a working class or a
who Dy translating the Pentateuch into the scholarly : middle class in a better, happier or more cultured condi-
German language of the day removed the barrier reared : ¢ion. And that which is true of this nation in general
by the use of an alien language; and the most powerful is trie also of her Jews. How truly has it been said
impulse to political liberation came from France under : that “ Bach country has the Jews it deserves.”
Napoleon. This period in Hurope, the arms of America The Ametrican Jews of to-day (and by these are not
at the same time stretched out to receive the willing : . meant the oppressed Russian exiles who find a home
colonists, may truly be termed the Jewish Renaissance. _ here, but the descendants of the earlier settlers through-

The early colonists in America were engaged in the - out the country) hold positions of influence and culture,
arduous undertaking of settling and reducing to the commingle with the other citizens of the United States
requirements of civilization, a wilderness peopled by in all vital questions, and are in reality lost sight of as
savages, who were not always friendly to the white set- Jews, excepting in religious belief. They exert a heaith-
tlers. We therefore find the settlers of all sects united . ful influence over immigrants from other countries, in
in protection against their common enemy, the Indian,  which oppression has been the lot of their brethren,
banded together in their common interests of pl’OtECtiDH and althouch we Qcc3_51onaﬁy hear of a wave of anti-
government and self-help. And although many Jewish semitism in civilized countries, nevertheless persecu-
names were on the lists of the rank and file, and others tions cannot become general in our enlightened age, nor
stand forth in glorious prominence during the eatly wats endure for any length of time.




a2 Jrwisn WoMEN'S CONGRESS. ' : THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA—ROSENBERG. 73

Each age has had its celebrated Jewish philanthropists, to scholasticism. “Thought pinioned for centuries was
and with the favorable conditions enjoyed under the - set free; freedom was no longer a dream, but a reality
olotious “stars and stripes,” Jewish hospitals, orphan - within the grasp of the daring; the bold new world with
asylums, free schools and benevolent institutions flourish _ - its umexplored extent invited daring adventurers, and !
in proportion to the Jewish population. The Union of ~ offered an asylum for countless numbers of hitherto op- '
American Congregations has for its object the dissemi- pressed people. Could it help having a wholesome effect
nation of religious knowledge through the medium of . upon the treatment of the Jews?
its Hebrew Union College, of Cincinnati, and the con- Among the workers of all classes in America we find
gregational Sunday-schools, and is in this Congress reap- ' Jews: artisans, tradesmen, merchants, scientists, Z#éra-
ing one of the best fruits of its sowing. To co-operate tewrs, professors, doctors, advocates, diplomats and phi-
with similar associations throughout the world, to relieve : losophers, and those who have not attained extraordinary
and elevate oppressed Jews has been its noblest task, renown are happy in being integral parts of the bestnation
and through its agency the immigrants coming to the on earth, exerting a restrictive influence upon foreign
United States are taught self-reliance and self-help. No © oppressors of their creed, aiding to better the condition
matter how ignorant through oppression these people _ of mankind, and working out one of the problems of
are, their immediate progeny show marked signs of im- . civilization—~to live in friendship and peace, not antag-
provement and Americanism, and removed from the _ onism; in love, and not in hate; and, in all questions
yoke of the opptessor, the third generation of this re- absorbing the nation, working hand in hand with the
markable people on American soil, with their inherited Christian, making a brotherhood of man, radiating an
powers of adaptability, will retain only their religion as influence to all quarters of the globe, inviting citizenship.
an indication of Judaism. America’s Jews, the descendants of foreign born citizens,

We have followed Tsrael from its bondage in Egypt, enjoying liberty, enlightenment and culture for a few
through its natiomal period, in its dispersion, during : ‘generations, judging by past noble achievements, hold
times of persecution, until we see Judaism, not as a : out a bright promise of future possibilities.
nation or a tribe or a race, but as a religious sect; and : _ : ) .

. . er s . . *'When the centuries behind me like a fruitful land reposed,
now the Jew's nationality is like that of his Christian . When T clung to all the present for the promise that it closed,
brother in his adopted or in his native land. ‘The great " When T dipt into the fiture far as human eye can see,
colleges of the world are open to him, and in the short - Saw the vision of the world and ail the wonder that would be.”
period of his liberation, his achievements have been L
greater in proportion to the population than those of any
other people, '

The influence of the discovery of America on the
world at large was to revolutionize the accepted mode of
reasoning; it set the philosophers to work, and assisted
Bacon and later Franklin in striking the death blow
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We he.we.the eyes of history, and once more locking
.. back, this time to the third of August, at the port of
CPLUBNGE OF NIT DISCOVERY OF AMERICA Palos, we see three tiny vesse‘:ls setting out for a journey
P TEWS, acrf[)sls al; 1;111;'110:11 sea, seeking the spices and precious
| . ‘ ‘metals of India, but finding the New World, needed

(Discussion of the foregoing paper.) ‘none s n}uch as by the children of the poo; w(zxi;erel?;

EsrHER WITKOWSKY, CHICAGO, ILI. : B bave Just beeu followmg.
When Torquemada, Inquisitor-General of Spain, hold-

Forget for one moment that yotu are attending a Jewish . hl?g aloft .the C; ucifix, Wit}? flery eloguence, reproached
Women’s Congtess in America at the close of the nine- . ﬂ;S so;zermg;sb or considertng the offer of the Jews, if
teenth century, and turn back with me to Spain, on the -ei saac Arbarbanel had turmed upon him, and again

‘with the tongue of a prophet, had foretold that the In-

first and second of August, 1492. Look along the high- isit] 1
roads leading from the cities; you will see throngs of -?;11151 on twmill' pave the way for the first pilgrimage of
human beings, in all 300,000 souls, journeying they know Y :;g ;WS ot C;S new home, he would have been called
not whither, realizing only that, for no fault of their own, ‘about man. Our scene now changes to Holland; time,
they are expelled from a land which has been the home abou seventy-five years later. 'We see the sturdy Dutch
of their fathers for about eight bundred yeats. They, people, who, by a series of .faEteful royal marriages, had
the best of the Spanish kingdom, writers and scientists, :come under the sway of Philip the Second, great-grand-
physicians and jurists, artisans and farmers, were cast, __ Sfcm imli v:orthy descex}dant f’f Isab‘el.la, engaged in a bitter
impoverished and plague-ridden, upon the mercy of for- ;_ihf;lbgt ebl? S;lecure the1r\anc1ent.p'n'vﬂe.ges, and to prevent

eign nations. Let us follow them a little way; Portugal, : ‘;Eea E}'»j mfentdof the ?nqmmtmn. in their land.
for a high tax, gave them temporary shelter; the cities ceeded iiln 15 e ont-loving Batavian people had suc-
of Ttaly granted them a grudging welcome to the ghettos;, hich th gaining the ‘pohtmal and religious liberty for
Germany admitted them to a share in the persecution of wh 1; they had so valiantly fought, with the logic that
their brethren; FEngland and France spurned them uttetly. mlg 1% have'been expected of.' them, they offered a home
In all Burope they were welcomed in but one place, in :glilﬂ‘ei?l??mty fmffl persecution to those whose faith was
Turkey, the home of the infidel. | . ” tln‘ rom t_heu‘ owt. As they carried this policy
When Queen Isabella refused the generous offer of the : 1nto their colonies, we are not surprised to find, as early
Jews to share the expenses of the Moorish war, if Tsaac 'f‘s EE’S’-%_ the record of the first Jews in North America
Arbarbanel, with the tongue of a prophet, hiad turned in the city of New YOILIZ then, of course, New Amster-
upon the bigoted woman, and told her that the hand -'r:;?il tfllt EOOIF the Ellgl?sh Purita'ns a little longer to
which had signed the decree of expulsion would, by its and it @ logical conclusion of their religious premises,
bounty, provide a resting place for the descendants of s sai?a(-is Eleagly three centuries from the time Colum-
his people, he would have been called a madman. of the : o the unknown la?1d5, when the descendants
(74) arly settlers agreed, in the Constitution of the
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new nation they were forming, that ¢ Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” thereby making a

home fo}i the perse;uted of allrltaxllids an? ?llll titr):r;izls; b of HE INFLUENCE OF THE DISCOVERY OF .
It behooves us Jews, as partakers of the !

this new nation, to remember the history of our people, AMERICA ON THE JEWS.
to recall the struggle that our fathers have had to hold (Discussion of the foregoing paper.)
fast to the faith, and to understand that it is our duty to —

extend a helping hand to any of our brethren still bear- MaARrRY NEWBURY Apams, DUsvQuE, Iowa.

ing the yoke of oppression. No matter how ignorant, ‘ — .

how degraded, the modern exiles may be; no matter The 1nﬂuenc-e of the 'dlscovery‘of America on the
whether we believe they are of one race with us or not, Jews was to .b_nug them into prominence, 'r‘Jeca.u.se they
they are suffering for our religion, and for the sake of had t}{e qualities ¥1e.eded by the new conditions it gave
our own past, we must help them. to nations and rehgmna N o

By educating the younger generation, not only of these When Protestantlsx.n began to disintegrate Christianity, _

newcomers, but of American Jews, by instructing it in amfi reason and learning were to be brought to bear om 1
the essential principles of culture, by surrounding it with re.hglo_n, and new sects formed from the study o-f the
refining influences, we must seck to stifle the breath of Bible, as human reason should find necessary to suit the
prejudice.  ‘There was no land of promise for the perse- modern Woﬂd3 then we find llearned Jews were needed to
cuted Jew of the sixteenth century; we have found one _translate :%nd interpret t.he Bible. '

here in America; the Holy City may not lie within its Reuchlin, the humanist anq Hebraist, has. a statue as
boundaries, but the route thither certainly does. “ Next a prox_noter.of the Reformation. e began true Pro.t_
year in Jernsalem ™ prays the orthodox Jew; let us hope .estfm.tlsm w1t.h the demand tha't we use our reason in

" that /ere, in the future, he may forget this prayer, be- religion and in the study of Scripture.

lieving that he has found what he has sought. The Christian history given to western Hurope was
” of Rome, Constantinople and Jerusalem. When people

began to reason on religion, and establish sects best
suited to their mneeds for coming time from the Bible,
the Hebrew race and Asia came in as a part of the
religious history of humanity, and when the great
monument was erected to Luther, statues of Jews were
among those that surrounded his.

The newly discovered continents had given hope,
ourage and influence to Hebrews, and the public recog-
1ized their position in human progress. ‘I'he revival of
(77)
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the study of literature and the Bible, brought about by ; - Antwerp and at Amsterdam, they were powers recog-
the Renajssance and the Reformation, and the need of sized in society and business. With new trade opening
these in the formation of new religious sects, were bene- ' - with the East Indies and America, the need of men who
ficial to the recognition of their worth, for the value of -~ ~could speak several languages, and who had ability to
Scripture, of literature, as above the authority of any : make exchange of money, to be respousible for large
otie person or one institution, has risen with the increased “amounts of cash, taught the business men of Eutope to
power of Hebrews in society and religion. Then people, espectand honor Jews. For never since the overturning
fleeing from persecution to new countries that they ‘of the money-changers at Jerusalem, so many centuries
might worship God as seemed right in their judgment, before, in the Temple, where wealth had been safe,
increased interest in the Old ‘I'estament, and this had a ' . where the religious Temple was the court-house, under
reflex influence on Hebraism throughout the world, as the catre of priests and lawyers, who were bound by relig-
Moses had said, “For it is not a vain thing for you, ' ous oath to honesty, had there been a secure place for
because it is your life, and through this thing ye shall money, or a set of people to care and be responsible for
prolong your days in the land,”’ as  these words of the money confided to them, until this time, 1500, when in
law " have done. w - Venice and Holland there were banks kept by Jews.
Venice, Holland and Spain were the enterprising, . With the discovery of new lands, the Jews were ready
commercial governments at the time of the discovery of - with knowledge gained by travel, with the sciences, and
America, and they owed to the Jews much of their finan- with money for the enterprises of discovery. These new
cial powet, and that is the basis of influence in the countries not ouly gave opportunities for Jews, but stim-
world. ‘They were travelers, and they brought knowl- ‘ulated exertions with the hope of obtaining security from
edge that could be relied on of other countries, and - the cruel thefts and persecutions of organized Christian-
cotld compare governments and religions. It was the ity throughout Europe. For a thousand years, persecu-
Hebrew and Moslemn learning that Prince Henry II. col- ions, which we never find equaled among savages, the
lected at his scientific college at Sagres on Cape St. Vin- Christian church inflicted in Spain upon these learned
cent that gave the navigators Perestrello and Pedro . people, and upon the artistic and cultivated Saracens,
Correa knowledge for navigation. Columbus received who, by farms, gardens, architecture and the fine arts,
their charts, maps, and collected astronomical and .bad made that peninsula the Eden of Europe, and it was
geographical learning. Christians, for a thousand years, - due to the learning of these Hebrew and Arab scientists
had taught people to despise this world and the real ‘that they gained knowledge to enable Columbus to sail
facts of earth, but to look to Rome, the Christian Atlas, across the ocean. Constantinople had been taken by
on whose shoulders government, religion and all civiliza- Mohammedans in 1453. As late as 1556, the English
tion should rest. - church was burning books on geometry and astronomy,
At the time Columbus started for Portugal, Venice ; ‘as works of heathen magic. Arabs and Hebrews had
had Jews who for convenience established banks. Lon- ~had schools for the learning of history and science for
don had learned the need of a Lombard Street. At many centuries. ‘The discovery of America making a
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demand for knowledge and Jearning brought them into power can go to war, or enter :
prominesce. They were sought for in universities. . tions without conse,nt of Je UPEH great 1_331&11(:1;11 opera-
Isabella, granddaughter of the great Philippa of Tlan- Napoleon wanted friends hW ankers in all nations.
ders, true to her woman nature, had curiosity, she wanted . France to be cosmopolitan, s eh Wabute‘d money, wanted
Enowledge. She sent a Mootish botanist and a learned As the French Revom,tic? ?1 efl’lf_:nded t'hex:.u.
Hebrew astronomer with Columbus that she might have organization to the reason 0;'1 h ad given vitality and
aecurate knowledge of the new lands lLe was to find. of mankind, and in America a ur%a?nty and the rights
She wanted the Arab to find new spices and herbs such _' " by “We the people” for ‘e uzpu' 1]110 ]iifld Taeen formed
as Holland women had, fruits for her plum-cake. She based on the Hebrew ideal gun'tng ts, Wlffh methods
had to seek a Hebrew and an Arab, for Christians were mony, an ideal consonant u:ith t}f v with vgrlety in har-
st trained or learned, save in church legends and Roman of the heavens too, prayer had S newly discovered law
history. They could not report on facts of this world will” had come on, enrth as it is cen answered. “’Thy
or on the heavenly bodies accurately. They had been mefhod among the stars was g 111: c’;he heavn?n-s. The
taught, * Come ye out of the world,” and that knowledge covernment, and by variety n;zor t?f ou't po.htma.lly in
of earth was folly, but the Hebrews were taught to enter The States, like the twelve ’tl‘ibe un; ormity, in religion.
the world, learn of it, and to enter into possession of it. fow the example or commands OfS of Israel, did not fol-
« The Lord of Hosts is our God, Maker of heaven and or rest on ome belief. but the any IE)E'ISOH as authority,
carth, and we are His people.” The Hebrews were pre- revolving about the s e f_e};u lic was spherical,
pared by instinct, habits and religion, by the arts that people’s own best reason Pfhemgl s;ssdufcefhfrom the
are easily transported, literature and music that could be _ catses the motion of the v-vhole e the o o e atoms
- osmes.  So the

e pacliage, to crjoy new colomies in a reason of individuals organized in state g
50 overnment and
. .
eligious sects, then again into a Union, and the science

of the ?vorld expressed in political formation and religi

. toleration, leading to the future cosmos in reli 'oe Srere
the New World’s adaptations of the Hebrewg;dlel,lwere

The rc-apublic founded on umity in variet v

. opportunity for the Hebrews to rejoice in r}; govern.

menf‘: under whicl the president takes his o.ath a%oze'r‘}d

magistrate by putting his hand on the collected l?tue

ture of the Jews, sanctions the collected wisdom of1 telf;

carri
new land.

Tror fifteen hundred years these petsecuting European
powers had demanded uniformity in religious beliel, had
faisified history to excuse their murders, and made

opportunities to steal from the Jews to build palaces and
cathedrals. 'They had tried to ostracize and exterminate
them, but in the providence of God, the Scriptures and
the knowledge of the Hebrews were the warp of the

mantle raised that parted the waters of ignoratce, and

allowed the modern world to pass through into new people as author .
: rity. Here is the o i :

pposite of the ideal

scenes, new conditions, by the Reformation caused by - in Europe that persecuted the Jews. H ‘
reasoning on religion, and the discovery of a new hemi- 18 but the executive hand to put i ‘t Eere t he president
sphere. Now, after Tour hundred years, with the impetus “will of the people, and these 1 wo ¢ eCth_e force the
ade by the opening of colonies, not a Huropean nent form as the pegple's b (;:t izfjlqﬁeﬁut nto perma-

P R 8. o supernatural

given tr
6
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Atlas holds the government on his shoulders, no individ-
ual can say, “It hath been written, but I say,” and do as
1, the individual, shall think right. The wrilen law,
as with the Hebrews, is the method of the republic, and
not the command of one leader, or the example of one
person. The “elders” of the people must rule, not by
sentiment, but by written law. ‘T‘he Prophets had given
promise of the coming republic, variety in harmony, not
imperial uniformity.

Three hundred years of study of Hebrew literature
and history shaped this government. Moses, Aaron and
Miriam seemed a part of our history. The Bible was
read not only at church, but in the family, daily kneei-
ing, night and morning, at home-worship, singing the
psalms, and repeating the Hebrew poetry and proverbs.
When children’s minds have had woven into their high-
est, sacred moments memories of these Seriptures, the
imagination makes them not only the pillar of fire to
lead, but the forming, creating power for life, their daily
manna. The reading of the history of the Jews, as the
ancient history of religion, shaped the imagination of
the people. They read in their colonial homes, “ When
T consider the heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon
and the stars which Thou hast ordained, what is man
that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man that
Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made him a little
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory
and honor. ‘Thou madest him to have dominion over
the wotks of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under
his feet.” T delight to do Thy will, O my God. Vea,
Thy law is within my heart.” e shall cut off the
spirit of princes.” ‘‘He is terrible to the kings of the
earth,” as the republic was. “T have said ye are gods,
and all of you are children of the Most High” “God
standeth in the congregation of the mighty. He judgeth
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among the gods” (people). Here was a present, living
Creator and God in America, not the history of one in
Asia. “Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish Thou the work of our hands, yea, the work
of our hands establish Thou it.” ‘These Scriptute words
echoed through the minds of the children in their early
days, and formed the ideal for statesmen. Jefferson, in
his inaugural, saw that it was a consteliation that guided

“this republic, as an ideal in method.

The English church did not persecute Jews, because
the kings were always needing their financial aid; they
wanted the strength which Spain persecuted, and many
of her people were from Holland. The Presbyterian as
well as the Independent element were Hebraic rather
than Roman, because of the dependence of their knowl-
edge and forms of worship on the Bible, rather than the
Cliristian system as established by Paul and Peter. The
whole system of Rome’s religion that dominated Europe,
and held the people helpless during the Dark Ages was
the triumph over many races of the system of wnity with
uniformity—the attempt to rest power, as they thought
the earth rested, on one person. 'T'he cross has always
stood for imperial power over individual life; thousands
of years before, Rome had adopted it after conquering
Alexandria. When Constantine, as it is said, saw the
Cross in the sky, he saw the opportunity to select one
religion, and make all others submit to i, all saved
through one blood-sacrifice in heaven, all saved on earth
by the Emperor, head of the church, and Constantinople,
the imperial city, to hold Asia and Europe in subjection.
Rome had conquered Africa, and she based her empire
of religion on Constantine’s political system, readjusted
to include her diverse European races. They, too, were
praying, and trying to have “Thy kingdom come on
earth as in heaven,” but they killed the prophets and
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the learned men, and, without the scientific knowledge
based their methods on

of the law of the heavens,
Ptolemaic astronomy and Chaldzean Tarsus philosophy.

There could be no peace for Hebrews with those who
despised thelaws of astronomy and earth, for they sang,
« My help cometh from the Lord who made heaven and
earth.”

The Hebrews returned good for evil to the persecuting

Christians, who stole their property, and scattered them

by banishment. They had incited no wars nor rebellions.
Again they had hung their harps on the willows, be-
lieving that their © God of Hosts, the Creator of yester-
day, to-day and forever, to whom a thousand years are as
one day, would turn, and overthrow, until His will was
done,” and humanity, born of God, again had a right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

When the ideal of an empire, unity with uniformity,
rules, there can be 110 peace for those who differ from the

tiead. The influence, then, of the discovery of America

on the Jews was to bring them forward victorious with

their banner inscribed, “ Ye are gods, and all of you are
children of the Most High." They could not submit to

Christian belief, for it was based on depravity of man-

kind and the need of exterior salvation by a human

blood-sacrifice. The history of a representative of God
could not be an authority over the children of God.”
As the power of priests with ceremonies, repeating his-
tory, declined, prophets multiplied, and thus it came
about that those whose religion rested on the authority
of prophets furnished the light for the day.

The art of music began at this time, and in this they
won signal success. With the discovery of printing, their
literature became the ™ high towers,” the © Hill of Zion,”
to give law in many lands and across oceans to colonies,

and thus they became the forming influence in society
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as well as church and i
portant factors in all cij;ff;?fzfter the discovery, mnd
Two ’Fhousand years ago, over the door of Hillel’
f,chool for youth in Jerusalem, till Rome’s ‘T'itus dest : 2
it, was the motto, “The world is saved by the bone
of the school children.” Here the leamedyteach reatfh
strong personality characterized by unusual s ethcss
and light,” taught them to cote into the sanct oy and
repeat the golden rule, to learn of laws, and touégy’ o
wr1?ten word. ‘They were forbidden t,0 followo s
11?11:]1 approved by the elected authority. No o nd
vidual could be an authoerity, only the 01.1e Godo’?}?- e
the people'. “The Lord is in His holy tem le”loufh
hu:man mind—"let all the earth keep silexﬁ) b_—t e
Him.” ‘The collected wisdom of human mind (C)?f re foi‘le
Iel’;s‘C f.:llj b}:;ﬁg?etesses. were in Scripture as autﬁo?ﬁy-
i ng, nor in one person, but in e, Aterat ,
Serepiure.  “ Tor with Thee is thé fountain (;f El‘i?; “
}’E‘EI;}; i;gl:nsdhaill :tv}el: sze éig:E}}llt; and worship Him thate ma?:_
n e sea i
v?'aters.” A race that bringeth ¢ ;:c(fd 1;li:lc;nfosm‘éclams 5
}(1sheth peace_:,” that believeth in a God tfgla’t rztf'ub-
but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk ht?ml’tr)f; '

- with God.?

. 2(31;2 2511{1211;2 ;1} rtieiiiew.s o; the discovery of America
' g, in their wide travels, th

Mediterranean Sea was t’l()t th ot t}'le
walled Jerusalem or Rome was oer loﬁg,binti; I;Etl'm)t' m
of God’s kingdom on earth. God was not histaL I'Z&tmn
g?ographica], but present in the human mind ‘;f'lfl?l' e
discovery of continents, of the other half oi‘ th 101 t]ile
and that the sphere was held in place by its owninb tc') N
2&1;1;13. l():o.smo]_;)oli::z'm 'idez?,ls that nations, too, are he?dmilz
i tqi ;hrmm by V1":al1ty in all their various activities, that

s the people with freedom in various lines of act’ivity
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Micah iv. 2, “ Many nations shall come, and say, let us
go up into the mountain of the Lord. And He shall
judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations
afar off, and they shall beat their swords into plow-

shares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nations |
shall not lift up sword against nations, neither shall they
learn war any more. But they shall sit every man
under his vine and fig tree, and none shall make them
afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of Hosts hath spoken
it For all pecple will walk in the name of his god,
and we will walk in the name of the Lovrd our God ‘?ﬁ;ri
ever and ever (Micah vi. 4). For, saith He, “I brought
thee out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out
of the house of servants, and I sent defore thee Moses
Aaron and Miviam.” If by the memory of Mose;
tthey are to remember and show themselves men,” let
us re.-nf}ember Miriam, and exalt womankood. The se1"ving
f}uahtles in this helpful sister of old that foresaw com-
ing good to a people, aud protected its life, are repeated
down through the centuries to this day. As the time

that turns a nation on its axis with safety. So the Jews
with world-wisdom have entered into modern, social life
as a potent force. At the ballot-box, they have con-
fronted, in a solid body, ettemies of the republic from
Europe. They are the friends of the public schools,
patrons of fine arts, and sustain, quietly and as law-abid-
ing citizens, the power of government; for the discovery
of America loosened them from their bonds to Jerusalem
as their home, and fastened them to people who accepted
their Scripture as law and leader. They have become
the cosmopolitan element, and are at home where law
and commerce go. From 300 to 1500, Jews were treated
in Europe worse than beasts or savages. What a dawn
was the discovery of a new hemisphere that the old
hemisphere could not rule over, and the establishment
of a republic with a heterogeneous people that must
become one by forming and following law! A full his-
tory of the influence on America of the Jewish financial
ability, the ethical teachings and religious methods

needed in this new land, is a volume yet to be written.
his race obeys law that is accepted by law-makers. has come when, as Joel it. 28 said, “your daughters

They denounce individual assertion of democracy that . shall prophesy* and “ upon the handmaids in those days
wouid say, % It hath been written, but I say.” They hold ' will T pour out My spirit,” then it is time that not only
to obedience of written law as authority, till another Jewish women, but all women who would have liked to
written law is accepted by those in authority. Anarch- have the great Miriam give her prophecy, now work out
ists do not come from this race or this religion. Modern into action what she would have told us to do. She
history has awakened to the ethical value of their long could say, “I girded thee, though thou hast not known
experience with high aims for human benefit, and has me.”

renewed ¢ faith in the one God who turneth and over- Miriam does not belong alone to Jewish women. She
turneth till His will is done,” and His way is won. The is leader of the womanhood of the world. All Bible-
fountain of their patient faith was thought, and faith in’ reading nations honor her memory. “’The battle is not

God.” Turope’s rejected stone has become the corner- to the swift, nor the victory to the strong,” but to the
- . b

stone of the United States. organized forces. 'This has always heen women's way

¥

In this Parliament of Religions, this Congress of to unite their forces by sympathy, and let superior num-
Febrew women can turn to their Scripture, and read bers with intuitive tact take the place of individual
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might and force; so thought and reason were first gen- : . earth. He was led by Hebrew thought, translated by a
erated, and the desire to pass these on to their children woman, and tanght by a woman; but Abbess Hilda was
began history. Proverbs xv. 22 says, “ Without counsel, : ¢ sthe protecting sister watching an opportunity for him.
purposes are disappointed, but in the multitude of coun- She is the true founder of the English church. She first
sels they are established.”” Then let us mnow in this protested against Rome’s control of Britain's religion,
maltitude of counsels, with the help of the International "This was the rising of that spirit from western waters,
Council of Women, encircle the enlightened women of . which felt the tides of world’s oceans; it protested
the world in a Miriam sisterhood, and work out into against Rome’s Mediterranean Sea dictation. Hebrew
womanly deed what centuries ago she would have bidden women must include her with many others among their
us do. We, too, must use our foresight to protect, on star-women to light them on their way.
the stream of time, our deliverers, Moses and Aaron as There are the great women of Holland and Germany,
commanders and institutions have for centuries held .and France has a host of them, Catholics, Protestants and
sway, but the prophet bears witness that God said Rationalists. ‘They are a part of the galaxy of woman-
Miriam came with equal authority. Delay not, then, to hood. There is St. Catherine, of Siena, who did so much
form special denominational organizations to do the work - to intreduce diplomacy to replace war, who developed
the time demands. Miriam is leader for all women. the Italian language for common people to learn high
Her prophecy was silenced, but shall rot be lost, but be truths hid in TLatin, and was ‘peacemaker between
resurrected, and revered by us all. : . -cities,” the stateswoman of her time, She belongs to the
For centuries we have learned of the great Jewish «class with Miriam. ‘They have all been helpful sisters,
wotnern, but for you to be in union with us you need to - guarding an ark in the stream of time, containing a good
know of all Gentile women, whose lives have been ‘force which they foresaw would deliver them from the
“light and instruction in the way of life.” The great .enslaving authority of some Pharaoh.
Abbess Hilda, of Whitby, who was to England her We want a history of civilization written showing the
Miriam, sent to Rome in 6350 for the Fmpress Eudocia’s - work of women for the benefit of common life, of civil
(Athenais) transcript of the Bible story of creation, and ' peace, and religious aspiration. There is cumnlative
thus introduced Hebrew literature into the abbey, where . evidence that these women of the past, who are found
she was educator and the venerable Bede. She presided in all nations and faiths, are one with us in ideal. ‘They,
over a double monastery of monks and nuns. Over her ' - being women blessed by the Holy Ghost, had faith in
high seat was the motto, “T'rite life of man if life the divinity of the human soul, and were mothers of
within” She taught too, “In Thy law is light. I ' more than animal life. They gave vitality to souls by
delight to do Thy will, yea, Thy law is within my faith and thought.
heart.” She inspired, aud gave opportunity and encour- “ Awake, awake, put on strength,” as in the ancient
agement, so that Caedmon could write the first English ' ~ days, in the generations of old. “Rise up, ye women
poem on Creation, a suitable subject for his work, the 5 that are at ease, hear my voice; ye careless daughters,
germinating of a new language that now circles the . - give ear unto my speech.”
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As in the beginning, so now, every day has oppress-
ing Pharaoh leaders that would enslave to build. Let
your Jewish women’s council, when organized, be a
basket to protect those principles that are helpful, and
you will give law to the future. ‘To protect your spirit,
your ideal, organize, unite your forces, weave thent, and
pitch them both within and without, and in time the
learning of the world will recognize, and add wisdom to,
your spirit, for the “ Tord of Hosts is your strength,”
and the Sabeans of stature shall say, ‘“Surely God is
with thee.”






