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INTRODUCTION 

A w a r e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f g r a n d p a r e n t s as a l i n k t o t h e J e w i s h p a s t and 
a l s o a s a f a c t o r i n t h e J e w i s h i d e n t i t y f o r m a t i o n o f t h e i r g r a n d c h i l d r e n , t h e 
W i l l i a m P e t s c h e k N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r j o i n e d w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l I n ­
s t i t u t e f o r F a m i l i e s i n c o - s p o n s o r i n g a s c h o l a r l y c o n f e r e n c e on G r a n d p a r e n t l n g 
i n Novembe r 1983 a t W ingsp read i n R a c i n e , W i s c o n s i n . The r e s e a r c h and f i n d i n g s 
p r e s e n t e d a t t h a t c o n f e r e n c e made i t c l e a r t h a t i n c r e a s e d l o n g e v i t y had made 
g r a n d p a r e n t l n g a mas s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h s p e c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r a J e w i s h com­
m u n i t y t h a t i s a g i n g . 

M o v i n g b e y o n d t h e o r y and r e s e a r c h , t h e C e n t e r o r g a n i z e d a c o n f e r e n c e on 
J e w i s h G r a n d p a r e n t l n g and t h e F a m i l y C o n n e c t i o n t o a d d r e s s t h e p r a c t i c a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e e a r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n s f rom t h e p e r s p e c t i v e s o f J e w i s h p r o f e s ­
s i o n a l s i n c l u d i n g r a b b i s , e d u c a t o r s , s o c i a l w o r k e r s , p s y c h o l o g i s t s and g e r o n t o l -
o g i s t s , a s w e l l a s t h o s e m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y c o n c e r n e d : g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n . I t i s o u r h ope t h a t t h e p a p e r s and d i s c u s s i o n s summar i zed i n t h e s e 
p r o c e e d i n g s w i l l h e l p s e n s i t i z e t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y t o t h e v i t a l 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n and l e a d t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
a c ommuna l n e t w o r k f o r s h a r i n g i d e a s and p rograms t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t g r a n d p a r ­
e n t s , p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

Yehuda Rosenman, D i r e c t o r G l a d y s Rosen 
W i l l i a m P e t c h e k N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r C o n f e r e n c e C o o r d i n a t o r 
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MORNING SESSION 

Grandparents and Grandchildren: Relationships and Roles 

The c o n f e r e n c e was o p e n e d b y Y e h u d a R o s e n m a n , D i r e c t o r o f t h e W i l l i a m 
P e t s c h e k N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r . A f t e r we l com ing t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s , M r . 
Rosenman n o t e d t h a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , l i k e t h e C e n t e r ' s o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s , 
e x p r e s s e s t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h C o m m i t t e e ' s commitment t o t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e 
f a m i l y a s e s s e n t i a l f o r s h a p i n g J e w i s h i d e n t i t y and g u a r a n t e e i n g J e w i s h c o n t i n u ­
i t y . I n 1 9 8 3 , a s p a r t o f i t s m u l t i - f a c e t e d a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d t o t h e f a m i l y , 
t h e C e n t e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e C a t h o l i c s p o n s o r e d N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r t h e 
F a m i l y , convened a s c h o l a r l y c o n f e r e n c e on G r a n d p a r e n t i n g and F a m i l y C o n n e c t i o n s 
a t W i n g s p r e a d i n R a c i n e , W i s c o n s i n . The r e s e a r c h p ape r s p r e s e n t e d t h e r e on the 
f u n c t i o n s and e x p e r i e n c e s o f g r a n d p a r e n t i n g , soon t o be p u b l i s h e d , w i l l c o n t r i ­
b u t e t o b u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h i s r e l a t i v e l y new a r e a o f i n q u i r y and s e r v e a s an 
i n c e n t i v e t o f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h and a c t i v i t y . 

T h i s C o n f e r e n c e on J e w i s h G r a n d p a r e n t i n g s p o n s o r e d by t h e W i l l i a m P e t s c h e k 
N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r i s a f o l l o w - u p t o t h e W ingsp read c o n f e r e n c e . I t 
i s o u r hope , s a i d M r . Rosenman, t h a t t h i s s e l e c t g r o up o f t e a c h e r s , t h i n k e r s and 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s w i l l be a b l e t o a p p l y some o f t h e i n s i g h t s and o b s e r v a t i o n s o f t h e 
s c h o l a r l y r e s e a r c h and a r r i v e a t c r e a t i v e , i n n o v a t i v e p rog rams t h a t w i l l l i n k 
t h e g e n e r a t i o n s and e n h a n c e J e w i s h f a m i l y l i f e . F u r t h e r m o r e , he added , t h e 
W i l l i a m P e t s c h e k N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r w i l l be p l e a s e d t o s e r v e a s t h e 
c l e a r i n g - h o u s e f o r i n f o r m a t i o n abou t i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l p rograms and r e s o u r c e s . 
M r . Rosenman went on t o i n t r o d u c e M r s . E l a i n e P e t c h e k , t h e c h a i r o f t h e mo rn i ng 
s e s s i o n . She I s a member o f t h e Ame r i c a n J e w i s h C o m m i t t e e ' s Boa rd o f G o v e r n o r s 
a s w e l l a s i t s Women ' s C a m p a i g n B o a r d and o f A J C ' s J e w i s h Communal A f f a i r s 
C omm i s s i o n . 

M r s . P e t s c h e k e x p r e s s e d d e l i g h t a t t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s 
c o n f e r e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e C e n t e r ' s s p o n s o r , i n whose honor i t was named 
was h e r h u s b a n d ' s u n c l e , W i l l i a m P e t s c h e k . She i m p l i e d t h a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e on 
J e w i s h G r a n d p a r e n t i n g was c o n c e i v e d t o mee t t h e c h a l l e n g e o f t h e s p e c i a l 
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n c e r n s o f our " g r a y i n g " J e w i s h commun i t y . As t h e p r o p o r t i o n 
o f t h e e l d e r l y i n c r e a s e s and t h e med ian age r i s e s , new s e r v i c e s and r e s o u r c e s a s 
w e l l a s more c r e a t i v e e f f o r t s , a r e r e q u i r e d t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e v i t a l l i n k be tween 
t h e g e n e r a t i o n s . The m o r n i n g s e s s i o n w i l l f o c u s on t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n s and con t empo r a r y r e a l i t y . We 
w i l l h e a r f r o m a J e w i s h s c h o l a r and a c h i l d p s y c h i a t r i s t w i t h comments by a 
g e r o n t o l o g l s t , a g r a n d p a r e n t and a g r a n d c h i l d . 

Mrs. Petschek introduced Dr. Harlan Wechsler to speak on the Jewish tradi­
tion and contemporary reality. Associate Rabbi of the Park Avenue Synagogue, 
Dr. Wechsler received his rabbinic degree from the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America where he served as Visiting Assistant Professor of Jewish Philosophy. 
Author of many articles on ethics and philosophy, Dr. Wechsler is currently at 
work on a book entitled, Broken Tablets in the Ark: Ideas of Aging in Rabbinic 
Literature. In this presentation, Dr. Wechsler will explore what the Jewish 
tradition has to say about the relationship among grandparents, parents and 
grandchi1dren. 
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The Jewish Tradition and Contemporary Reality 

F o r a J u d a i c p e r s p e c t i v e on g r a n d p a r e n t i n g , we f i r s t t u r n t o t h e c l a s s i c a l 
l i t e r a r y s o u r c e s o f t h e J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n : t h e B i b l e and the w r i t i n g s o f t h e 
T a l m u d . Two b i b l i c a l g r a n d p a r e n t s , t h e p a t r i a r c h J a cob and Naomi i n the Book o f 
R u t h , a r e d e s c r i b e d a s f i n d i n g j o y i n t h e i r o l d age f rom a g r a n d c h i l d . I n d e e d , 
J a c o b a l o n e among t h e p a t r i a r c h s h a s t h e g o o d f o r t u n e o f b l e s s i n g h i s g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n , who g a v e an a d d e d d i m e n s i o n t o a l i f e saddened by p e r s o n a l l o s s and 
m i s h a p . They a l s o a f f o r d e d him a sense o f c o n t i n u i t y and a c e r t a i n t y o f h i s own 
e t e r n i t y . F o r N a o m i , who had l o s t h e r own s o n s , he r g r a n d c h i l d , b o r n t o he r 
d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w R u t h , gave t h e a s s u r a n c e o f s u p p o r t i n he r o l d a g e . 

E l s e w h e r e , S c r i p t u r e s a s s e r t t h a t s o l a c e , j o y and hope f o r t he f u t u r e a r e 
t h e r e w a r d o f g r a n d p a r e n t s . In P s a lm 128 f o r e xamp l e , one o f t h e g r e a t r ewa r d s 
f o r o b e y i n g t h e L o r d i s " T h a t you s h a l l see you r c h i l d r e n ' s c h i l d r e n , and peace 
o n I s r a e l . " S i m i l a r l y , P r o v e r b s 17 s t a t e s : "G r and s on s a r e t h e g a r l a n d s o f o l d 
m e n , and f a t h e r s a r e t h e p r i d e o f t h e i r s o n s . " A l t h o u g h t h e B i b l e does no t 
s p e c i f i c a l l y command r e v e r e n c e f o r g r a n d p a r e n t s , t h e g e n e r a l I n j u n c t i o n ( L e v . 
1 9 : 3 2 ) : " Y o u s h a l l r i s e b e f o r e t h e a g e d and show d e f e r e n c e t o t h e o l d ; you 
s h a l l f e a r your God " i n c l u d e s g r a n d p a r e n t s . 

F rom a l i n g u i s t i c p o i n t o f v i e w i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t t h e r e i s no Hebrew 
w o r d f o r g r a n d p a r e n t i n the B i b l e o r t h e Ta lmud : t h e B i b l e r e n d e r s g r a n d f a t h e r 
a s " F a t h e r o f h i s f a t h e r " w h i l e r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e u s e s t h e te rm Zaqen f o r 
g r a n d f a t h e r and Z e q e n a h f o r g r a n d m o t h e r . The v e r y same t e rms a r e used f o r o l d 
p e r s o n s i n g e n e r a l and Zaqen a l s o c o n n o t e s s a g e , w i s e man, j u d g e , e l d e r , head o f 
t h e a c a d e m y . T h u s , i t i s a v a l u e - l a d e n c o n c e p t w h i c h i m p l i e s r e s p e c t and 
r e c o g n i t i o n f o r t h e o l d i n g e n e r a l and t h e g r a n d p a r e n t i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

R a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e d o e s n o t I d e a l i z e o l d a g e . We f i n d many r e a l i s t i c 
d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e i n f i r m i t i e s and i n c o n v e n i e n c e s o f o l d age w i t h i t s l o s s o f 
p h y s i c a l v i g o r and p s y c h o l o g i c a l s e l f - r e s p e c t . A t t h e same t i m e , t h o u g h , t he 
r a b b i n i c t r a d i t i o n a l s o r e g a r d e d o l d age a s a g i f t b o t h f rom a p r a c t i c a l and 
t h e o l o g i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w . S i n c e l i f e i s a known good , l i v i n g l o n g p r e s e r v e s 
t h e b l e s s e d s t a t e . F u r t h e r m o r e , l i v i n g l o n g a f f o r d s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c c r u e 
g r e a t knowledge f rom t h e s t u d y o f To rah w h i c h , i n t u r n , i n c r e a s e s t he q u a l i t y o f 
l i f e o f t h e a g i n g . And i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e w i s dom a c c r u e d f rom l i f e ' s 
e x p e r i e n c e s , e v e n t h e i g n o r a n t a g e d a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e commandment t o r i s e 
b e f o r e t h e a g e d . 

How d o e s J u d a i s m d e a l w i t h t h e p a r a d o x t h a t o l d age i s c o n s i d e r e d a 
b l e s s i n g and a r ewa rd d e s p i t e p h y s i c a l l y d e b i l i t a t i n g and demean ing a s p e c t s ? I t 
d o e s so b y s u s t a i n i n g t h e v a l u e s t h a t s u p p o r t t h e i n d i v i d u a l aged p e r s on and 
c o u n t e r t h e n a t u r a l l o s s o f s e l f - e s t e e m . S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e To r ah c o n t a i n s two 
commandments wh i c h c u s h i o n t h e n e g a t i v e a s p e c t s o f a g i n g by p l a c i n g t h e aged on 
a p e d e s t a l r a t h e r t h a n on t h e a sh heap . The f i r s t , a s no ted p r e v i o u s l y , s t a t e s 
t h a t " Y o u s h a l l r i s e up b e f o r e t h e hoa r y head and honor t h e f a c e o f t h e o l d . " 
T h i s i m p l i e s a p u b l i c e x p r e s s i o n o f r e s p e c t r e f l e c t i n g t h e s o c i a l c o n v e n t i o n s o f 
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t h e t i m e . The s e c o n d g o e s b e y o n d t h e r e v e r e n c e due o l d p eop l e i n g e n e r a l and 
d e l i n e a t e s t h e d u t i e s c h i l d r e n owe t h e i r e l d e r l y p a r e n t s . These a r e d e r i v e d 
f r o m t h e f i f t h commandment i n t h e D e c a l o g u e , " H o n o r y o u r f a t h e r and you r 
m o t h e r . " ( E x o d . 2 0 : 1 2 ; L e v . 19 :3 ) Hono r i n g a p a r e n t r e q u i r e s p o s i t i v e a c t i o n s 
s u c h a s : " G i v i n g h i m / h e r f o o d and d r i n k ; c l o t h i n g h i m / h e r ; l e a d i n g h im /he r i n 
and o u t . " ( K i d d u s h l n 3 1 b ) . D e b a t i n g as t o whe the r t h e To r ah means t o r e q u i r e 
p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e o r f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , t h e Ta lmud d e c i d e s t h a t i t i s 
p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e t h a t i s demanded. T h i s empha s i s on p e r s o n a l a c t i o n makes t h e 
r e c i p i e n t o f t h e s e r v i c e an i m p o r t a n t i n d i v i d u a l r a t h e r t han a mere o b j e c t o f 
c h a r i t y . 

I t i s h e r e t h a t we c a n s ee t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e g r a n d c h i l d i n r e s t o r i n g 
N a o m i ' s s o u l and a s s u r i n g J a c o b ' s i m m o r t a l i t y . The o l d need t he same t h i n g s 
w h i c h r e s t o r e a n y o n e ' s s o u l : r e s p e c t and honor wh i c h i s p e r s o n a l l y and p u b l i c l y 
e x p r e s s e d , and g r a n d c h i l d r e n a r e p e r h a p s t h e o n l y g r o up t h a t need ho l a w s t o 
t e l l them wha t h a s t o be d o n e . They n a t u r a l l y r e s p e c t an e x p e r i e n c e and an 
a u t h o r i t y w h i c h do no t c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e i r p r i o r i t i e s b u t r a t h e r s e r v e a s mode l s 
d e s e r v i n g r e s p e c t . P e r hap s t h e y mean so much t o t h e i r g r a n d p a r e n t s b e c au s e t h e y 
n a t u r a l l y p u t t hem on a p e d e s t a l and r e s t o r e t h e i r s o u l s . Mo r e o v e r , t he 
i n t e r p e r s o n a l s t r u c t u r e p r o v i d e d by r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n c an s t r e n g t h e n f a m i l y 
t i e s and i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s by mak ing o l d and young i n t o a u n i t wh i ch 
enhance s t h e l i f e o f b o t h o f t hem. 

After thanking Dr. Wechsler, Mrs. Petchek introduced Dr. Arthur Kornhaber, 
a child psychologist and an activist on behalf of grandparenting. His ex­
perience as Medical Director of Pediatrics at Neuro-Psychiatric Associates in 
Mount Kisco, New York, led Dr. Kornhaber to write, Grandparents and Grand­
children: The Vital Connection, and to create the Foundation for Grandparenting 
which seeks to sensitize all Americans to the rights of grandparents and to the 
importance of intergenerational linkages. 

Strengthening the "Vital Connection" 

E x p r e s s i n g c o n c e r n o v e r what he r e g a r d s a s t h e "wounded J e w i s h f a m i l y " and 
t h e t e n d e n c y f o r p e o p l e t o d e f i n e t h e m e s e l v e s i n t e rms o f work and i n d i v i d u a l 
s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n i n s t e a d o f t h e i r f a m i l y r o l e s , Ko r nhabe r s u p p o r t e d D r . Wechs­
l e r ' s e m p h a s i s on J e w i s h v a l u e s a s a s o u r c e o f f a m i l y s t r e n g t h and a s a h e a l t h y 
b a s i s f o r t h e b o n d b e t w e e n y o u n g and o l d . H i s t e n y e a r s o f p r o f e s s i o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e t r e a t i n g c h i l d r e n h a v e c o n v i n c e d h im t h a t " c h i l d r e n w i t h c l o s e 
g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e d i f f e r e n t f rom o t h e r c h i l d r e n . They a r e more r o o t e d and more 
s e c u r e b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e a p l a c e t o go I f t h e y h a v e p r o b l e m s . They have 
e m o t i o n a l s a n c t u a r y and a t t h e same t i m e a r e b e t t e r s o c i a l i z e d . Such c h i l d r e n 
h a v e a r e a l s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g t o s o m e t h i n g p o w e r f u l . " D r . K o r h a b e r b e l i e v e s 
t h a t g r a n d p a r e n t i n g i s a b i o l o g i c a l i n s t i n c t , f o r " e v e r y t ime a c h i l d i s b o r n , a 
g r a n d p a r e n t i s b o r n . " Y e t , t h e way t h a t a g r a n d p a r e n t a c t s depends on many 
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f a c t o r s : how he / s he was g r a n d p a r e n t e d , s o c i e t y ' s t r e a t m e n t o f g r a n d p a r e n t s , t h e 
way o n e s p a r e n t s a c t e d a s g r a n d p a r e n t s , and t h e n a t u r e and temperament o f t h e 
p e r s o n . 

F o r c h i l d r e n , t h e g r a n d p a r e n t by h i s / h e r v e r y p r e s e n c e , i s seen as a 
p o w e r f u l p e r s o n w i t h m a g i c a l q u a l i t i e s . The g r a n d p a r e n t p l a y s v a r i o u s r o l e s ; 
f i r s t a s t h e f a m i l y h i s t o r i a n , t h e r e p o s i t o r y o f f a m i l y s t o r i e s and c o n n e c t i o n s . 
R e l i g i o u s v a l u e s a r e o f t e n t r a n s m i t t e d t h r ough s u c h t a l e s . S e cond , t h e g r a n d ­
p a r e n t o f a n o n - j u d g m e n t a l m e n t o r whose t e a c h i n g i s w h o l e h e a r t e d l y a c c e p t e d 
b e c a u s e l o v e and a p p r o v a l a r e u n c o n d i t i o n a l . In a d d i t i o n , g r a n d p a r e n t s p l a y a 
m a g i c a l r o l e , v e r y l i k e t h e W i z a r d o f O z . Such s i m p l e a c t s a s b a k i n g b r e ad o r 
t a k i n g o u t f a l s e t e e t h a r e mag i c t o a c h i l d . The g r a n d p a r e n t can a l s o be a h e r o 
f i g u r e by v i r t u e o f a s t o r y h e / s h e t e l l s . And f i n a l l y , g r a n d p a r e n t s o f f e r a 
r o l e model f o r what i t means t o g r o w . o l d and how an o l d pe r son b e h a v e s . 

D r . K o r n h a b e r was d i smayed when he d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 85 p e r c e n t o f g r a n d p a r ­
e n t s r e a l l y " g r a n d o r p h a n e d " t h e c h i l d r e n . C l o s e a n d v i t a l a t t a c h m e n t s w i t h 
g r a n d p a r e n t s e x i s t o n l y f o r 10 -15 p e r c e n t o f g r a n d c h i l d r e n . He I s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e c u r r e n t t r e n d t o w a r d r e t i r i n g away f r om t he f a m i l y . The 
i n f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t i n s u ch s i t u a t i o n s make a c h i l d f e e l l i k e an o b j e c t - - " a 
charm on g r a ndma ' s b r a c e l e t , " a s one pu t i t . 

I r o n i c a l l y , t h e r e a r e many g r a n d p a r e n t s a n x i o u s t o be w i t h t h e i r g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n , b u t b a r r e d f r o m a c c e s s a s a r e s u l t o f d i v o r c e o r d e a t h , f o l l o w e d by 
r e m a r r i a g e . The s i t u a t i o n h a s b e e n a l l e v i a t e d s omewha t b y t h e f a c t t h a t 49 
s t a t e s h a v e p a s s e d l a w s s a y i n g t h a t g r a n d p a r e n t s c a n go t o c o u r t t o g a i n 
v i s i t a t i o n r i g h t s . I t i s t o be h oped t h a t t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f m e d i a t i o n 
p r o c e d u r e s w i l l e v e n t u a l l y make r e s o r t t o j u d g e s and l a w y e r s u n n e c e s s a r y f o r 
g r a n d p a r e n t s o f d i v o r c e who want t o v i s i t t h e i r g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

D e m o g r a p h i c r e a l i t y i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f o l d e r p e o p l e w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o r i s e . A t t h e same t i m e young p e o p l e a r e y e a r n i n g f o r t h e s e c u r i t y 
o f t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s . The g roundwork i s now b e i n g l a i d t o p l u g t h e g e n e r a t i o n s 
i n t o one a n o t h e r . 

Responses 

After thanking Dr. Kornhaber, Mrs. Petschek introduced Dr. Abraham Monk, 
first respondent to the two presentations. Dr. Monk is Brookdale Professor of 
Gerontology at the Columbia University School of Social Work and Director of the 
university's Brookdale Institute on Aging and Adult Human Development. He has 
spoken and written widely about aging social planning and has conducted work­
shops on these subjects in many countries including Israel. 
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1. Dr ״ Abraham Monk 

N o t i n g t h a t he had no q u a r r e l w i t h O r . W e c h s l e r ' s t r a d i t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e 
o n g r a n d p a r e n t i n g n o r w i t h D r . K o r n h a b e r ' s c ou r ageou s p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r s o c i a l 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , P r o f e s s o r Monk n e v e r t h e l e s s u rged a more r e a l i s t i c a p p r o a c h . 
F i r s t o f a l l , t h e r o m a n t i c i z e d image o f t h e e x t ended f a m i l y , w i t h t h r e e g e n e r a ­
t i o n s under t h e same r o o f , p r o b a b l y neve r e x i s t e d f o r v e r y many p e o p l e . F u r t h e r ­
m o r e , w i t h l i f e e x p e n c t a n c y a l r e a d y a t 7 5 and c o n t i n u i n g t o r i s e , we must 
c o n t e n d w i t h f o u r and f i v e g e n e r a t i o n f a m i l i e s i n w h i c h t h e p r a c t i c a l p r ob l ems 
o f d e t e r m i n i n g who c a r e s f o r whom and how r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a r e t o be a l l o c a t e d 
w i l l b e m i n d - b o g g l i n g . The g r a n d p a r e n t a l r o l e t o d a y i s i n f l u e n c e d by some 
s o c i o l o g i c a l f a c t s : 

1) G r a n d p a r e n t i n g i s a phenomenon o f m i d d l e - a g e r a t h e r t h an o l d - a g e ; many 
g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e y o u t h f u l , and so i n v o l v e d w i t h s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t t h a t t h e y w i l l 
n o t r e p r e s e n t t h e " g r a n n y " s t e r e o t y p e u n t i l l o n g a f t e r t h e y have become g r a n d ­
p a r e n t s . 

2 ) 40% o f a l l p e o p l e o v e r 65 a r e a l r e a d y g r a n d p a r e n t s , w i t h concommi t an t 
p r ob l ems o f t h e f o u r g e n e r a t i o n a l f a m i l y . 

3 ) When g r a n d p a r e n t s i n v o l v e t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e l i v e s o f g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
t h e y may b e l o o k i n g a t i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t : t h e i r c h i l d r e n welcome h e l p 
i n b a b y s i t t i n g , b u t t h e y do no t e n j o y t h e d i r e c t i o n s and a d v i c e wh i c h accompany 
t h e a s s i s t a n c e . 

4 ) I n t u r n , g r a n d p a r e n t s may r e s e n t b e i n g t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d a s h e l p e r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y p e r c e i v e t h e emp t y n e s t s t a t e a s a b u r s t o f new ly g a i n e d 
f r e edom , r a t h e r t h an l o s s . 

5) B e c a u s e many "baby boomers" t end t o ma r r y l a t e , t h e i r p a r e n t s may f e a r 
t h e y may n e v e r become g r a n d p a r e n t s . They r e s e n t what t h e y see a s t h e hedon i sm 
a n d s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n and r e g a r d t h e p o t e n t i a l b reakdown i n 
t h e c h a i n o f g e n e r a t i o n s a s a n e g a t i v e r e f l e c t i o n on t h e i r own j o b a s p a r e n t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e g r a n d p a r e n t a l f u n c t i o n s a s head o f f a m i l y , whe the r 
s y m b o l i c o r r e a l , and t r a n s m i t t e r o f f a m i l y h i s t o r y and v a l u e s , t h e r e a r e 
s e v e r a l o t h e r s wh i ch a r e i n c r e a s i n g i n f r e q u e n c y : f u n s e e k e r who e n t e r t a i n s and 
i n d u l g e s t h e g r a n d c h i l d b y r e l a x i n g s t r i n g e n t p a r e n t a l c o d e s o f b e h a v i o r ; 
s u r r o g a t e p a r e n t , e s p e c i a l l y w h e r e t h e m o t h e r i s i n c a p a c i t a t e d , w o r k s , o r i s 
d i v o r c e d ; and f i n a l l y , d i s t a n t g r a n d p a r e n t who v i s i t s i n f r e q u e n t l y , b r i n g s 
p r e s e n t s , and c a l l s on t h e phone . 

T h e a ge o f t h e g r a n d c h i l d i s l i k e l y t o d e t e r m i n e w h i c h g r a n d p a r e n t a l r o l e s 
wo r k b e s t . G r a n d p a r e n t s a r e a p p r e c i a t e d most be tween t h e ages o f 4 and 12 . Up 
t o 8 t h e i n d u l g i n g f u n c t i o n s f a r e b e s t ; f o r t h o s e be tween 8 and 1 0 , f u n s h a r i n g 
I s m o s t a p p r e c i a t e d . Few c h i l d r e n l o o k t o g r a n d p a r e n t s f o r g u i d a n c e . A d u l t 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , w h i l e t h e y may have p r o f ound f e e l i n g f o r t h e i r g r a n d p a r e n t s , do 
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n o t s e l e c t t hem a s r o l e m o d e l s , a d v i c e g i v e r s o r p r ob l em s o l v e r s , and no t even 
a s m e d i a t o r s be tween t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r p a r e n t s . " O u r s i s a s o c i e t y wh i c h i s 
no t p a r t i c u l a r l y e n t h u s i a s t i c o v e r i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l t r a n s a c t i o n s . " 

A l t h o u g h g r a n d p a r e n t i n g i s l o s i n g g r o u n d i n o u r s o c i e t y , we can s t i l l 
e n c o u r a g e c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s t h a t b e n e f i t t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n . 
C o o p e r a t i v e c a r e n e t w o r k s o r g a n i z e d by g r a n d m o t h e r s f o r g r a n d c h i l d r e n no t 
n e c e s s a r i l y r e l a t e d by b l o o d t i e s , c o u l d ease t h e l i v e s o f young m o t h e r s . A l s o , 
g r a n d p a r e n t s c a n be i n t r o d u c e d i n t o s c h o o l s e t t i n g s , c l u b s , f a m i l y e n c o u n t e r 
c e n t e r s , h o s p i t a l s , c o r r e c t i o n c e n t e r s , s p o r t e v e n t s . In su ch s e t t i n g s t h e y 
m i g h t t e a c h s k i l l s , h e l p r e s o l v e p r o b l e m s , a s s i s t w i t h r e m e d i a l t e a c h i n g , o r 
j u s t c h a t . T h u s g r a n d p a r e n t i n g c a n become a m a r k e t a b l e , s o c i a l l y d e s i r a b l e 
c o m m o d i t y . S i n c e t h e g r o w i n g d i v o r c e r a t e means m o r e and more s t e p - p a r e n t s 
a n y w a y , we s h o u l d c o n s i d e r p r o m o t i n g g r a n d p a r e n t h o o d o r f o s t e r g r a n d p a r e n t hood 
a s an e x p r e s s i o n o f v o l u n t a r i s m and communi ty s e r v i c e f o r t h o s e who want t o and 
c a n do i t . W i t h p r o p e r t r a i n i n g , t h e s e v o l u n t e e r s may p r o d u c e a bandwagon 
e f f e c t , a s r e a l g r a n d p a r e n t s j o i n i n t a k i n g g r a n d p a r e n t i n g more s e r i o u s l y . 

The second respondent, Charlotte G. Holstein, currently a member AJC's 
policy-making Board of Governors, has also served as chairperson of the AJC 
National Committee on Women and its Task Force on Family Policies for the 80s. 
Mrs. Holstein, who was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to the National 
Advisory Committee for the White House Conference on Families, is chair of the 
Loretto Geriatric Center, a unigue care center for elderly persons. 

2 . Charlotte G. Holstein 

I n v i e w o f t h e d i v e r s i t y among g r a n d p a r e n t s t o d a y , I wou ld l i k e t o b e g i n 
w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n o f my f a m i l y and my g r a n d p a r e n t a l s t a t u s . I c o n s i d e r m y s e l f 
a y o u n g g r a n d p a r e n t , h e a l t h y , b u s y , and i n v o l v e d i n communi ty a c t i t i t i e s . My 
h u s b a n d and I h a v e b e e n m a r r i e d f o r 38 y e a r s ; we have f o u r c h i l d r e n , t h r e e o f 
whom a r e m a r r i e d , and f o u r g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i t h a n o t h e r on t h e way. We a l s o s e r v e 
a s s u r r o g a t e g r a n d p a r e n t s f o r t h r e e young c o u p l e s . I have b o t h a s t r o n g need t o 
l i v e my own l i f e and a d e e p d e s i r e t o h a v e a p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h my 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n and my own c h i l d r e n . To h e l p me d e l i n e a t e t h e r o l e s and f u n c t i o n s 
o f g r a n d p a r e n t s , I c ondu c t e d an i n f o r m a l p o l l among t h e members o f my f a m i l y and 
came up w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1) A l l a g r e e d t h a t t h e r o l e o f t h e g r a n d p a r e n t i s t o g i v e and r e c e i v e 
p l e a s u r e . 

2 ) G r a n d p a r e n t s a r e f r i e n d s who t r a n s m i t l o v e and warmth , who l i s t e n and 
a r e l i s t e n e d t o . 

3 ) By s h a r i n g f a m i l y h i s t o r y , c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s and o n e ' s 
p e r s o n a l l i f e s t o r y , g r a n d p a r e n t s p r o v i d e l i n k a g e s t o t h e pa s t t o g e t h e r w i t h a 
sense o f c o n t i n u i t y and a f e e l i n g o f b e l o n g i n g . 
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4 ) G r a n d p a r e n t s t r a n s m i t v a l u e s and a c t a s mode l s f o r communal i n v o l v e ­
men t . We t a k e ou r g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i t h us t o a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i v i t i e s and h e l p them 
u n d e r s t a n d " t s e d a k a h " , ( c h a r i t y ) c o m p a s s i o n , l o y a l t y and r e s p e c t . 

5) G r a n d p a r e n t s p r o v i d e s a f e h a r b o r d u r i n g s t r e s s f u l t i m e s . 

6 ) G r a n d p a r e n t s s h o u l d b a b y s i t on o c c a s i o n : i t i s a s p e c i a l o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o g e t c l o s e t o g r a n d c h i l d r e n . G e o g r a p h i c a l l y d i s t a n t g r a n d p a r e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y , 
s h o u l d t r y t o make f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t b y s p end i n g v a c a t i o n s , weekends and h o l i d a y s 
t o g e t h e r . 

7 ) G r a n d p a r e n t s s h o u l d s h a r e e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h g r a n d c h i l d r e n t h r o u g h 
v a r i o u s f o r m s o f m u t u a l e n r i c h m e n t : l e a r n i n g O e w i s h l y f r o m one a n o t h e r ; 
w a t c h i n g t h e same t e l e v i s i o n p r o g r a m s ; a t t e n d i n g c u l t u r a l e v e n t s , s p o r t i n g 
e v e n t s , c o o k i n g , g a r d e n i n g . G e o g r a p h i c a l l y d i s t a n t g r a n d p a r e n t s , i n a d d i t i o n t o 
w r i t i n g l e t t e r s , e x c h a n g e t a p e r e c o r d i n g s . F a m i l y a lbums a l s o h e l p t o c r e a t e 
l i n k a g e s . 

I k e e p a f i l e f o r e a c h c h i l d c o n t a i n i n g l e t t e r s , c a r d s , d r a w i n g s , e t c . t o 
show how much we v a l u e t h e i r c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . I wou ld s u g g e s t t h a t we c o n s i d e r 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p r o d u c i n g a " g r a n d p a r e n t c a t a l o g u e " w h i c h wou ld s e r v e a 
m u l t i p l i c i t y o f n e e d s . 

A n o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n : p e r h a p s o n e o f t h e r e a s o n s r e t i r e e s move s o u t h and 
w e s t i s t h e absence o f r e t i r e m e n t c o m m u n i t i e s i n t h e n o r t h e a s t . My agency , t h e 
L o r e t t o G e r i a t r i c C e n t e r , i s i n t h e p r o c e s s o f b u i l d i n g s u c h a communi ty i n 
S y r a c u s e , New Y o r k , w i t h p r o v i s i o n f o r i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s and v i s i t s 
b y c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . F i n a l l y , i t I s i m p o r t a n t t o make g r a n d p a r e n t i n g 
more p o p u l a r and more i m p o r t a n t . We s h o u l d emphas i z e t h e p o s i t i v e , l i v e l y new 
s t y l e s o f g r a n d p a r e n t i n g and e l i m i n a t e s t e r e o t y p e s o f d o d d e r i n g o l d s t e r s . The 
m e d i a s h o u l d be u r g e d t o d e p i c t g r a n d p a r e n t s i n more p o s i t i v e ways . But 
u l t i m a t e l y , i t i s up t o us t o m a i n t a i n c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h o u r c h i l d r e n and 
o u r g r a n d c h i l d r e n . G r a n d c h i l d r e n mean a l o t t o me f o r , as Rabb i Wech s l e r s a i d : 
"They r e s t o r e my s o u l . " 

M r s . Petschek introduced the third respondent, David Morris, to present a 
grandchiId's perspective. David, a first year student at Columbia University 
Law School, attended the Prozdor, a Hebrew high school program, at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America while he was a student at Horace Mann High 
School. He is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard where he was active in 
Hillel. David's Jewish connection was strengthened over the years by summers at 
Camp Ramah and a home in which Jewish values and traditions are taken seriously. 
As an intern for the Jewish Association of College Youth last summer, David 
spent two months working for the Jewish Communal Affairs Department. Among 
other assignments, he did special research and writing on grandparenting and 
Jewish grandparenting in particular. 



3 . David Morris 

I h a v e t h r e e g r a n d p a r e n t s who a r e l i v i n g now. My m o t h e r ' s mother worked 
a l l h e r l i f e . She h a s r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e e d u c a t i o n and neve r went t o c o l l e g e . 
Now s h e i s r e t i r e d and l i v e s i n F l o r i d a . My f a t h e r ' s p a r e n t s a l s o l i v e i n 
F l o r i d a . My f a t h e r ' s f a t h e r was an a c c o u n t a n t , and my f a t h e r ' s mothe r was a 
h o u s e w i f e and a m o t h e r . B o t h s e t s o f my g r a n d p a r e n t s moved t o F l o r i d a when I 
was i n e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l . 

My r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h my g r a n d p a r e n t s i s b e s t when t h e y t a l k t o me abou t 
t h e m s e l v e s o r a b o u t t h e t h i ng s ! t h e y know, o r e l s e when we t a l k about what I am 
d o i n g . When t h e y t r y t o g i v e me a d v i c e — l i k e h e l p i n g me choose wh i c h c o l l e g e 
o r g r a d u a t e s c h o o l t o a t t e n d , f o r e xamp l e , we have p r o b l e m s . They have r e a l l y 
o n l y h e a r d o f one u n i v e r s i t y , t h e one t h e y went t o . Any o t h e r p o s s i b i l i t y t h e y 
c a l l " t h e o t h e r s c h o o l . " 

I t i s v e r y e m b a r a s s i n g when t h e y g i v e me a d v i c e abou t when t o g e t m a r r i e d 
o r wha t p r o f e s s i o n t o f o l l o w , s i n c e t h e y have s u ch l i m i t e d e x p e r i e n c e compared 
t o my o w n . On t h e o t h e r hand , !1 l o v e t o hear about t h e i r w o r l d . U n d e r s t a n d i n g 
where my f a m i l y came f rom g i v e s me a sense o f c o n t i n u i t y and h e l p s me u n d e r s t a n d 
my p a r e n t s . Our r e l a t i o n s h i p i s s t r e n g t h e n e d when we have mu tua l i n t e r e s t s t o 
d i s c u s s . F o r i n s t a n c e , when my g r a n d f a t h e r r e t i r e d , he s t a r t e d t a k i n g Hebrew 
c l a s s e s , w h i c h he n e v e r t o o k b e f o r e , and now we have some th i ng t o t a l k a b o u t ; 
w e ' r e b o t h s t u d e n t s . We c a n s t u d y J e w i s h t h i n g s t o g e t h e r o r I c an do my own 
work and he c an do h i s own work.: I d o n ' t have t o f e e l t h a t h e ' s l i v i n g h i s l i f e 
o f f o f me wh i c h i s how I somet imes f e e l abou t my g randmo the r who was a hou sew i f e 
and d o e s n ' t have o u t s i d e i n t e r e s t s . When she t e l l s me t o be t h e b e s t t h a t I c an 
b e , I f e e l some t imes t h a t she i s r e a l l y t r y i n g t o l i v e my l i f e and i s n ' t t r y i n g 
t o s h a r e he r l i f e w i t h me. 

I t h i n k t h a t i t i s n o t t r u e : t h a t o l d e r g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e b e t t e r g r a n d p a r e n t s 
b e c a u s e t h e y have more t i m e . I t may be t h a t o l d e r g r a n d p a r e n t s who c o n t i n u e t o 
s t u d y and c o n t i n u e t o h a v e t h e t h i n g s t h e y c a n s h a r e a r e b e t t e r g r a n d p a r e n t s 
b e c a u s e t h e y have more t i m e . I! t h i n k t h e more s e l f - a c t u a l i z e d t h e g r a n d p a r e n t s 
a r e , t h e b e t t e r i t i s f o r t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e i r g r a n d c h i l d . On t h e o t h e r 
hand t h e r e i s a v e r y b i g d i f f e r e n c e , I t h i n k , be tween s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n and 
hedon i sm wh i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e s t he ! F l o r i d a phenomenon. 

The F l o r i d a phenomenon i n c l u d e s s e v e r a l i s s u e s o t h e r t h an t h o s e o f g e o ­
g r a p h i c a l d i s t a n c e wh i ch i s n o t t h e key i s s u e . Low a i r f a r e s and t h e f i n a n c i a l 
s e c u r i t y o f my f a m i l y make t r i p s : s o m e t h i n g we can a f f o r d t o d o . 

P a r t o f t h e p r o b l e m i s s t r u c t u r a l . My g r a n d p a r e n t s l i v e i n a r e t i r e m e n t 
c o m m u n i t y w h i c h i m p o s e s r e s t r i c t i o n s a s t o a g e . C h i l d r e n a r e no t a l l o w e d t o 
l i v e t h e r e . As a r e s u l t F l o r i d ^ i s a v e r y b o r i n g p l a c e f o r a g r a n d c h i l d t o g o . 
In B o s t o n t h e r e we re p e o p l e 6 n my g r a n d m o t h e r ' s s t r e e t w i t h whom I became 
f r i e n d l y and whom I c o u l d see when I was w i t h my g r a n d m o t h e r . I t d i m i n i s h e d t h e 
i n t e n s i t y o f ou r r e l a t i o n s h i p and made i t r e a l . We c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e o u r norma l 
l i v e s w h i l e we were commun i c a t i ng w i t h one a n o t h e r . 
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I n F l o r i d a , on t h e o t h e r hand , t h e r e i s no one t o see b u t o l d e r p e o p l e and 
I m u s t s p e n d a l l o f my t i m e i n an i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p wh i c h becomes 
t o o i n t e n s e . We g e t t i r e d o f one a n o t h e r , and b y t h e t i m e I ' m r e a d y t o l e a v e , 
we b o t h n e e d a v a c a t i o n . So I t h i n k t h a t i t i s n o t o n l y geog r aphy b u t t h e age 
s e g r e g a t i o n wh i c h c r e a t e s p r o b l e m s . U n l e s s you c a n d r i v e t h e r e i s no way t o g e t 
o u t o f t h a t c ommun i t y . 

A n o t h e r a s p e c t o f r e t i r e m e n t c o m m u n i t i e s i s t h e way a l l a c t i v i t i e s c e n t e r 
on t h e c l u b h o u s e . The c l u b h o u s e w i t h i t s s h u f f l e b o a r d c o u r t s , swimming p o o l s , 
c l a s s r o o m s and l i b r a r i e s i s where p e o p l e go f o r a c t i v i t y . Y e t , c h i l d r e n under 
t h e a ge o f 19 a r e n e v e r a l l o w e d i n t o t h e c l u b h o u s e , wh i c h means t h a t I have no 
way o f s h a r i n g i n my g r a n d p a r e n t s l i v e s . I c a n ' t see t h e t h i n g s t h e y d o . I 
c o u l d n ' t go t o my g r a n d f a t h e r ' s Hebrew c l a s s w i t h h im . I c a n ' t see him i n t h e 
b i l l i a r d room where he i s mak ing f r i e n d s t h a t he n e v e r had b e f o r e . I c a n ' t see 
my g r a n d m o t h e r when s h e t e a c h e s h e r d e f e n s i v e d r i v i n g c o u r s e . To me, t h e 
c l u b h o u s e i s a p l a c e t h a t p e o p l e g o t o h a v e f u n w h i c h i s p r o v i d e d by younger 
p e o p l e . I t may n o t be a s h e d o n i s t i c a s i t s e e m s , b u t I r e a l l y d o n ' t know 
be cau se I ' v e neve r been i n s i d e . 

O f c o u r s e , I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t l i f e i s e a s i e r f o r o l d e r p e o p l e I n F l o r i d a 
whe r e t h e y d o n ' t h a v e t o b a t t l e t h e i c e and snow and s u b w a y s . On t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , t h e r e i s n ' t much s t i m u l a t i o n and t h e r e i s n ' t a l o t t o t a l k a b o u t . P e o p l e 
i n r e t i r e m e n t c o m m u n i t i e s t e n d t o be i s o l a t e d f r o m t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d and 
s u s p i c i o u s o f t h o s e who d i f f e r f r o m t h e m s e l v e s . As a r e s u l t , my g r a n d p a r e n t s 
and I d o n ' t l i v e i n t h e same w o r l d a n y m o r e . The i s o l a t i o n o f t h e F l o r i d a 
c o m m u n i t y h a s c u t o f f a l o t o f o u r c o n t a c t . I n a d d i t i o n , a s a r e s u l t o f t h e 
i s o l a t i o n , I o f t e n d i s a g r e e w i t h my g r a n d p a r e n t ' s v a l u e s and s o c i a l u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e g a r d t o r a c i s m , age i sm and s e x i s m . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n l i e s 
n o t i n c o n c r e t e a d v i c e b u t i n e m o t i o n a l , n o n - t a n g i b l e a s p e c t s . I l i k e t a l k i n g 
t o my g r a n d p a r e n t s b u t i t s eems t o me t h a t t h e y a r e much mo re i n t e r e s t e d i n 
t a l k i n g t o me t han I am i n t a l k i n g t o them because t h e y l i k e t h e s t i m u l a t i o n o f 
o u t s i d e c o n t a c t . I t h i n k o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p has r e a l l y changed s i n c e t h e y moved 
t o F l o r i d a , i n p a r t b e c a u s e I g o t o l d e r b u t a l s o because t h e y have s e p a r a t e d 
t h e m s e l v e s f rom t h e w o r l d I l i v e i n now. 

They a r e unhappy w i t h t h e i s o l a t i o n bu t mov ing back n o r t h wou ld be t oo much 
o f a t r a u m a . S t i l l , we a r e t r y i n g t o keep a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h my f a m i l y . T h i s 
s a d s i t u a t i o n r a i s e s s e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n t o J e w i s h v a l u e s . I f 
g r a n d p a r e n t s h a v e c h o s e n t o move away, do g r a n d c h i l d r e n s t i l l have t h e o b l i g a ­
t i o n t o go t o p r o v i d e p e r s o n a l s e r v i c e s t o them? What i s t h e n a t u r e o f v a l u e 
t r a n s m i s s i o n when g r a n d p a r e n t a l v a l u e s a r e o b j e c t i v e l y n e g a t i v e and g r a n d p a r e n t s 
know l e s s abou t J e w i s h t h i n g s t han p a r e n t s o r g r a n d c h i l d r e n as i n t h e c a s e o f my 
f a m i l y ? Who s h o u l d be t e a c h i n g wha t t o whom and how c a n we c o n t r o l what we 
l e a r n f rom one a n o t h e r ? 
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DISCUSSION 

F o l l o w i n g t h e p a n e l i s t s ' p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h e r e was a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 
i m p a c t o f s o c i a l c h a n g e on t h e g r a n d p a r e n t a l r o l e . A t a t i m e when l i f e e x ­
p e c t a n c y i s 75 and m a r r i a g e i s p o s t p o n e d , i t i s l e s s and l e s s l i k e l y t h a t p e op l e 
w i l l b e come g r a n d p a r e n t s i n t h e i r 40 s a s i n p a s t g e n e r a t i o n s . Many w i l l have 
t h e i r own a g e n d a s w h i c h r i g h t l y o r w r o n g l y , may d i s t a n c e them f rom t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s . The n o s t a l g i a and e v e n r e s e n t m e n t e x p r e s s e d by D a v i d M o r r i s t owa rd 
h i s g r a n d p a r e n t s who cho se t o move s o u t h , w i l l no doub t be r e p e a t e d by o t h e r s . 

Y e t t he i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s was emphas i z ed even 
whe r e p a r e n t s a n d g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e n o t i n p e r f e c t a g r e e m e n t . As l o n g a s 
g r a n d p a r e n t s d o n o t u n d e r c u t p a r e n t s , p r o f f e r l o v e and l e a r n i n g r a t h e r t han 
d i s c i p l i n e and c r i t i c i s m o f b e h a v i o r , t h e c h i l d ' s l i f e i s e n r i c h e d and made more 
s e c u r e . 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

Strengthening the Intergenerational Connection: A Challenge to the Jewish 
Community 

The l u n c h e o n s p e a k e r , J a n e t S . S a l n e r , Commi s s i one r o f t h e New Yo rk C i t y 
Depa r tmen t f o r t h e A g i n g , was i n t r o d u c e d by Yehuda Roseman. M r s . S a i n e r has had 
2 5 y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e f i e l d o f a g i n g and i n h e r c u r r e n t p o s i t i o n 
c o n t i n u e s t o d e m o n s t r a t e a s t r o n g c o m m i t m e n t t o p r o d u c t i v e r o l e s f o r o l d e r 
p e o p l e , c o m m u n i t y b a s e d p l a n n i n g and c o o r d i n a t i o n o f s e r v i c e s . She i s t h e 
a u t h o r o f many a r t i c l e s and t h e book , " O l d e r V o l u n t e e r s i n Community S e r v i c e s . " 

M r s . S a i n e r a d d r e s s e d t h e p r o b l e m s o f a g e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n A m e r i c a i n 
g e n e r a l and p o i n t e d ou t t h e r e s o u r c e s and p u b l i c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e New 
Y o r k C i t y D e p a r t m e n t on A g i n g . B e f o r e t u r n i n g t o t h e s p e c i f i c needs and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p r o g r a m m i n g i n t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y , s h e l i s t e d v a r i o u s 
c o m p e l l i n g f a c t o r s w h i c h mandate communal and o f f i c i a l a t t e n t i o n . These i n c l u d e 
t h e c h a n g i n g d e m o g r a p h i c s o f t h e a g i n g a s p e o p l e l i v e l o n g e r and t h e number o f 
f r a i l e l d e r l y g rows — t h e r e has been a 38% i n c r e a s e i n t h o s e o v e r 8 5 ; i n c r e a s e d 
m o b i l i t y a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e g e n e r a t i o n s weakens f a m i l y 
l i n k a g e s . More t h a n a m i l l i o n i n d i v i d u a l s o v e r 65 l i v e a l o n e i n New Yo rk w i t h 
no f a m i l y s u p p o r t s . N e i g h b o r h o o d s u p p o r t s y s t ems have d i s a p p e a r e d and i t has 
become i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o t r a n s m i t a t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . The 
need t o d e v e l o p a s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g t h r o u g h i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s i s 
hampe r ed b y t h e a g e i s m w i t h p r e v a i l s i n o u r s o c i e t y . F u r t h e r e x a c e r b a t i n g t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i s t h e l a c k o f a r e a l and d e f i n e d r o l e f o r o l d e r p e o p l e i n ou r s o c i e t y 
a f t e r t h e y r e t i r e . S i n c e many c o n n e c t i o n s and o f t e n s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n depend upon 
a j o b , d e v e l o p i n g new r o l e s and changed r o l e s f o r t h e e l d e r l y I s c r i t i c a l . 

D e m o g r a p h i c c h a n g e s and t h e n a t u r e o f o u r a b o u t - t o - b e - r e t i r e d s e n i o r 
p o p u l a t i o n m a k e s i t e s s e n t i a l t o r e c o g n i z e and d e a l w i t h t h e h e t e r o g e n e i t y o f 
o u r o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n . T h e r e a r e t w o m a i n g r o u p s w h i c h h a v e v e r y d i f f e r e n t 
n e e d s : t h e y o u n g o l d , h e a l t h y e n e r g e t i c 6 0 and 7 0 - y e a r - o l d s and t h e f r a i l 
e l d e r l y , t h o s e o v e r 8 0 who may be i n need o f s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s and i n d i v i d u a l 
h e l p , an a r e a i n wh i c h t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n c an p l a y a ma j o r r o l e . 
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I b e l i e v e t h a t r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e needs o f t h e e l d e r l y and s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e 
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n i s n o t o n l y a c h a l l e n g e b u t an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . Many J e w i s h a g e n c i e s a l r e a d y r e s p o n d e d t o some o f t h e 
c o n c e r n s p r e v i o u s l y e x p r e s s e d . H o w e v e r , we mus t p l a c e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
p r o g r a m m i n g h i g h on t h e a g e n d a o f e v e r y J e w i s h i n s t i t u t i o n , no t j u s t S e n i o r 
C e n t e r s b u t s y n a g o g u e s , r a b b i n i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , J e w i s h s c h o o l s , b o a r d s o f 
J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , f e d e r a t i o n s , n a t i o n a l J e w i s h a g e n c i e s , museums, J e w i s h 
c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s and even p u b l i c s c h o o l s , c o l l e g e s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , h o s p i t a l s , 
and n u r s i n g homes b o t h s e c t a r i a n and n o n s e c t a r i a n . I b e l i e v e t h a t i f each 
a g e n c y t a k e s one s e l e c t e d p i e c e o f t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l agenda and o r g a n i z e s a 
c r e a t i v e r e s p o n s e , we c a n make a m a j o r den t i n t h e c h a l l e n g e wh i c h c o n f r o n t s u s . 

F o r c o n v e n i e n c e , r e q u i s i t e a c t i v i t i e s c an be d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e g r o u p i n g s : 
1) a c t i v i t i e s f o r s e n i o r s by y o u t h s , 2) a c t i v i t i e s by s e n i o r s f o r y o u t h s and 
3 ) j o i n t a c t i v i t i e s . J u s t a f ew o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n t h e f i r s t c a t e g o r y 
i n c l u d e i n - h o m e s e r v i c e s w h i c h i n v o l v e y oung p e o p l e I n p r o v i d i n g e s c o r t , 
s hopp i ng and l e t t e r w r i t i n g s e r v i c e s a s w e l l as i n -home v i s i t s t o f r a i l e l d e r l y . 
S i m i l a r i n d i v i d u a l i z e d p r o g r a m s c a n be c o n d u c t e d f o r t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d 
e l d e r l y . The R i v e r d a l e Home f o r t h e Aged has been o b s e r v i n g a G r a n d p a r e n t ' s Day 
w h i c h b r i n g s young p eop l e i n t o t h e home whether t h e y have g r a n d p a r e n t s t h e r e o r 
n o t . Young p e o p l e can s e r v e a s t e a c h e r s and can be t r a i n e d f o r o c c u p a t i o n a l and 
e v e n p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y . I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l p r o j e c t s c a n be o r g a n i z e d as s c h o o l 
p r o j e c t s w h i c h e n a b l e young p e o p l e t o work w i t h s e n i o r s . T h i s t y p e o f a c t i v i t y 
i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p r o p r i a t e f o r s t u d e n t s i n J e w i s h day s c h o o l s and s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
s c h o o l s and s h o u l d be s u p p o r t e d by b o a r d s o f J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . O the r p r o j e c t s 
w h i c h c a n b e c o n d u c t e d b y y o u t h s f o r s e n i o r s i n c l u d e h e a l t h p r omo t i o n a c t i v i ­
t i e s , c r i m e p r e v e n t i o n p r og r ams , h e l p w i t h home r e p a i r s , t e l e p h o n e r e a s s u r a n c e 
c a l l s e s p e c i a l l y f o r home bound e l d e r l y and home v i s i t s on an o r g a n i z e d r e g u l a r 
b a s i s . 

I n v o l v i n g s e n i o r s i n p r o v i d i n g v o l u n t e e r s e r v i c e s f o r y ou t h s a s w e l l as 
o t h e r o l d e r p e o p l e w o u l d o f f e r a needed s o c i a l s e r v i c e and a l s o h e l p m i t i g a t e 
s t e r e o t y p i c a l images o f t h e a g i n g a s h e l p l e s s and u s e l e s s . The F o s t e r G r andpa r ­
e n t P r o g r a m i s a n o t h e r s e r v i c e by s e n i o r s f o r t h e young wh i c h b e n e f i t s b o t h t h e 
g i v e r s and r e c e i v e r s . S i m i l a r l y , u t i l i z i n g t h e t a l e n t and f r e e t i m e o f o l d e r 
p e o p l e a s t u t o r s and s c h o o l v o l u n t e e r s h e l p s c h i l d r e n who r e q u i r e t u t o r i n g and 
p r o v i d e s a sense o f pu r po se t o t h e s e n i o r s who a r e s e e k i n g a new s e l f - i m a g e . 

J o i n t a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h a r e m u t u a l l y b e n e f i c i a l i n c l u d e o r a l h i s t o r y 
p r o g r a m s w h i c h p r e s e r v e t h e p a s t and h e l p t r a n s m i t i t f r o m g e n e r a t i o n t o 
g e n e r a t i o n . C a r e e r t r a i n i n g f o r t h e f i e l d o f a g i n g makes i t p o s s i b l e t o i n v o l v e 
young p e o p l e i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e a g e d . I t i s t o be hoped t h a t more s c h o o l s 
w h i c h o f f e r r e l a t e d c o u r s e s w i l l f o c u s on t h e a g i n g p r o c e s s , t h e s o c i a l impac t 
o f a g i n g and t h e c a r e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s wh i c h a r e a v a i l a b l e i n t h e f i e l d a s w e l l 
a s i t s i n t e r - r e l a t e d n e s s w i t h o t h e r a r e a s o f h e a l t h and s o c i a l s e r v i c e . S t u d e n t s 
s h o u l d be o f f e r e d f i e l d p l a c emen t i n s e n i o r c e n t e r s a s w e l l a s n u r s i n g homes t o 
a f f o r d t hem an o p p o r t u n i t y t o wo r k w i t h t h e h e a l t h y a g e d . R e g u l a r c o l l e g e 
c o u r s e s w h i c h a r e o p e n t o r e t i r e e s , i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l r ap s e s s i o n s and o t h e r 
j o i n t p r o g r a m s a t l i b r a r i e s and commun i ty c e n t e r s o f f e r n a t u r a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l l i n k a g e s . 
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M r s . S a i n e r c l o s e d h e r r e m a r k s w i t h a c a l l f o r a n a t i o n a l e f f o r t b y t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n by 1) c o l l e c ­
t i n g and s h a r i n g p r o g r a m s , 2 ) d e v e l o p i n g g u i d e l i n e s f o r J e w i s h communal 
a g e n c i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 3 ) s e n s i t i z i n g a l l J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f programming i n t h i s a r e a t o d a y . 

Programming for Intergenerational Families 

M r s . S a i n e r ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n s e r v e d a s an i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e p r a c t i c a l 
p r o g r a m m a t i c a s p e c t s o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e . The p r i z e w i n n i n g f i l m C l o s e Harmony, 
p r o d u c e d b y t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f J e w i s h Women, B r o o k l y n S e c t i o n , and i t s 
C o u n c i l C e n t e r f o r S e n i o r C i t i z e n s , was shown a s a d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f an i n t e r g e n ­
e r a t i o n a l p rogram wh i ch s u c ceeded on many l e v e l s . The j o i n t c h o r a l p rogram f o r 
s c h o o l c h i l d r e n and o l d e r a d u l t s e n r i c h e d t h e l i v e s o f b o t h g r oup s by means o f a 
m e a n i n g f u l , e n j o y a b l e l e a r n i n g and d o i n g e x p e r i e n c e . The f i l m s e r v e d a s an 
i n s p i r a t i o n and a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e f o r t h r e e c o n c u r r e n t workshops based on t h e 
f o l l o w i n g f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h e i s s u e s and q u e s t i o n s f o r d i s c u s s i o n . 

1. I s s u e 

S e n s i t i v i t y t o t h e v a r i e t y o f g r a n d p a r e n t s a n d g r a n d p a r e n t i n g s t y l e s i n 
t e r m s o f a g e , i n t e r e s t , b a c k g r o u n d , r e s o u r c e s i n o r d e r t o a v o i d and 
e l i m i n a t e s t e r e o t y p e s and a v o i d r o m a n t i c i z i n g t h e p a s t . 

I n v i e w o f t h e s p e c t r u m o f n e e d s and i n t e r e s t s among g r a n d p a r e n t s , what 
k i n d s o f p r o g r a m s w i l l a t t r a c t y oung w o r k i n g g r a n d p a r e n t s , o l d e r g r a n d ­
p a r e n t s s e e k i n g t o f i l l empty t i m e , r e t i r e d g r a n d p a r e n t s who see t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h t h e l e i s u r e f o r " s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n " and t h o s e who r e f u s e t o be 
i m p o s e d on a s " b a b y s i t t e r s ? " I s i t n e c e s s a r y t o program s e p a r a t e l y f o r 
e a ch g r oup? Why? What p rograms wou ld h e l p g r a n d p a r e n t s b a l a n c e t h e i r need 
f o r i ndependence w i t h e f f e c t i v e t i m e s p e n t w i t h g r a n d c h i l d r e n ? 

2 . I s s u e 

G e o g r a p h i c m o b i l i t y w h i c h c a r r i e s g r a n d p a r e n t s t o r e t i r e m e n t c o m m u n i t i e s 
and e n c ou r a ge s c h i l d r e n t o move t o new a r e a s o f e conomic o p p o r t u n i t y . 

A s sum ing t h e r e a l i t y o f t h e s t r a i n s o f g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t a n c e , what k i n d s o f 
p r o g r a m s c a n J e w i s h a g e n c i e s o f f e r t o b r i d g e t h e g e o g r a p h i c gap and 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e v i t a l c o n n e c t i o n ? C u r r e n t e f f o r t s i n c l u d e t e l e p h o n e 
n e t w o r k s , s p e c i a l t r a v e l a r r a n g e m e n t s , l e t t e r w r i t i n g , s h a r i n g v i d e o t a p e s , 
e t c . What a p p r o a c h e s have been most s u c c e s s f u l ? What I s t h e t r a c k r e c o r d 
o f s u r r o g a t e g r a n d p a r e n t i n g p rog rams i n c r e a t i n g bonds be tween o l d e r a d u l t s 
and c h i l d r e n who a r e n o t r e l a t e d ? How d o we d e a l w i t h c h i l d r e n o f t h e 
H o l o c a u s t who n e v e r knew t h e i r g r a n d p a r e n t s ? Recommendat ions f o r J e w i s h 
a g e n c i e s — s e r v i c e , e d u c a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s — f o r d e v e l o p i n g i n n o v a t i v e 
i n t e r a c t i o n p r o g r ams . 
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3 . I s s u e 

I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and r i g h t s : g r a n d p a r e n t s c an make a 
s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e y o u n g b u t t h e y may a l s o use t h e g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n t o meet t h e i r own n e e d s . 

What r o l e s c a n g r a n d p a r e n t s p l a y v i s a v i s t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t h e i r 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ? Wh ich do you r e g a r d a s most e f f e c t i v e ? What r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
do c h i l d r e n , i . e . , t h e g e n e r a t i o n i n t h e m i d d l e , and g r a n d c h i l d r e n have f o r 
g r a n d p a r e n t s ? What c a n t h e p a r e n t a l g e n e r a t i o n do t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p between g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n ? What s p e c i a l p r ob l ems 
d o e s t h e g e n e r a t i o n i n t h e m i d d l e f a c e ? How can a g e n c i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
h e l p t o m a i n t a i n a b a l a n c e b e t w e e n r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e 
r e s p e c t i v e g e n e r a t i o n s ? 

4 . I s s u e 

The i m p a c t o f d i v o r c e , r e m a r r i a g e and i n t e r m a r r i a g e on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
be tween g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

In c a s e o f d i v o r c e , how c a n g r a n d p a r e n t a l r i g h t s t o m a i n t a i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h g r a n d c h i l d r e n who a r e c h i l d r e n o f t h e n o n - c u s t o d i a l p a r e n t be p r o ­
t e c t e d ? What new r o l e s may g r a n d p a r e n t s b e c a l l e d upon t o assume f o r 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n a s i n g l e p a r e n t h ou seho l d ? What k i n d o f h e l p can 
J e w i s h a g e n c i e s o f f e r i n t h e f o r m o f s u p p o r t g r o u p s , e d u c a t i o n a l and 
r e c r e a t i o n a l p rograms? 

I n c a s e s o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e , w h a t r o l e c a n a J e w i s h g r a n d p a r e n t p l a y i n 
r e l a t i o n t o g r a n d c h i l d r e n who a r e n o t h a l a c h i c a l l y J e w i s h o r where the 
c h i l d may b e c o n s i d e r e d J e w i s h bu t p a r e n t s a r e i n d i f f e r e n t t o J e w i s h n e s s ? 
What k i n d s o f p r o g r a m s c a n h e l p s u c h g r a n d p a r e n t s m a i n t a i n an i n t i m a t e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p based on t h e J e w i s h f a c t o r ? 

5 . I s s u e 

What r o l e c a n J e w i s h c u l t u r e and t r a d i t i o n p l a y i n s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e 
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n ? 

How d o e s t h e J e w i s h v i ew o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween g r a n d p a r e n t s , p a r e n t s 
and c h i l d r e n s e r v e a s a p o s i t i v e r e i n f o r c e m e n t ? 

C o n v e r s e l y , i n what ways c an t h e c o n n e c t i o n s be tween t h e g e n e r a t i o n s s e r v e 
t o s t r e n g t h e n J e w i s h i d e n t i t y and g u a r a n t e e t h e J e w i s h f u t u r e ? What r o l e 
c a n g r a n d p a r e n t s p l a y v i s a v i s t h e i r g r a n d c h i l d r e n and how c a n g r a n d ­
c h i l d r e n have a p o s i t i v e impac t on g r a n d p a r e n t s ? 

What k i n d s o f p r o g r a m s c a n h e l p t o a c h i e v e t h e s e g o a l s ? How have o r a l 
h i s t o r y , h o l i d a y c e l e b r a t i o n s , t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f g r a n d p a r e n t s a s t e a c h e r s 
and s t o r y t e l l e r s h e l p e d t o b r i n g t h e g e n e r a t i o n s c l o s e r t o g e t h e r ? 
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Workshop L e a d e r s 

M r . H a r r y B e r k e i s t h e E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e C o u n c i l C e n t e r f o r S e n i o r 
C i t i z e n s o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f J e w i s h Women, B r o o k l y n S e c t i o n , s p on so r o f 
t h e f i l m , C l o s e Ha rmony . A g r a d u a t e o f Wes te rn Re se r v e S c h o o l o f S o c i a l Work, 
M r . Be rke has worked a t J e w i s h commun i ty c e n t e r s f r om C l e v e l a n d t o Bo ro P a r k and 
f o r t h e l a s t 13 y e a r s has d i r e c t e d t h e C o u n c i l C e n t e r , p r o b a b l y t h e l a r g e s t and 
most m u l t i - f a c e t e d program f o r s e n i o r s i n the c o u n t r y . 

D r . Ro s e D o b r o f f s e r v e s a s E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f B r o o k d a l e C e n t e r on t h e 
A g i n g a t H u n t e r C o l l e g e , C i t y U n i v e r s i t y o f New Y o r k . D r . D o b r o f f , who t e a c h e s 
a t t h e H u n t e r C o l l e g e S c h o o l o f S o c i a l W o r k , r e c e i v e d h e r M.S .W. f rom t he 
P i t t s b u r g h S c h o o l o f S o c i a l Work a n d h e r d o c t o r a t e f rom the S c h o o l o f S o c i a l 
Work a t Co l umb i a U n i v e r s i t y . I n a d d i t i o n t o r e s e a r c h and w r i t i n g and c o n s u l t i n g 
c o m m i t m e n t s , D r . D o b r o f f i s e d i t o r o f t h e J o u r n a l o f G e r o n t o l o g i c a l S o c i a l Work 
and c o - c h a i r o f t h e C o m m i t t e e on A g i n g o f t h e F e d e r a t i o n o f J e w i s h P h i l a n ­
t h r o p i e s o f New Y o r k . 

D r . C e l i a B. W e i s m a n , D i r e c t o r o f t h e G e r o n t o l o g i c a l I n s t i t u t e a t t h e 
W u r z w e i l e r S c h o o l o f S o c i a l Work s i n c e 1976, e a r n ed an M.S.W. a t t h e S c h o o l o f 
S o c i a l Work a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f P i t t s b u r g h and a D o c t o r a t e o f S o c i a l W e l f a r e 
f r o m C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y ' s S c h o o l o f S o c i a l W o r k . D r . W e i s m a n ' s v a r i o u s 
r e s e a r c h and a d v i s o r y r e s p o n s i b i l l t e s i n c l u d e her p o s i t i o n a s s t a f f c o n s u l t a n t 
f o r t h e N a t i o n a l J e w i s h W e l f a r e B o a r d ' s p r o j e c t on D i f f e r e n t i a l P rogramming f o r 
D i f f e r e n t i a l Needs f o r O l d e r A d u l t s . 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s and s u g g e s t i o n s wh i c h emerged f rom t he t h r e e wo rk shops i n 
r e s p o n s e t o t h e p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d i s s u e s a r e summar i zed b e l o w . 

1. T h e r e i s a n e ed t o r a i s e t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e J e w i s h communi ty t o 
t h e p r o b l e m s and p o t e n t i a l o f t h e r a p i d l y g r o w i n g number o f g r a n d p a r e n t s i n t h e 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . L o c a l a g e n c i e s , f u n d r a i s i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s y n agogue s , 
s c h o o l s and c e n t e r s must be s e n s i t i z e d t o t h e need f o r d e v e l o p i n g and s u p p o r t i n g 
p r o g r a m s f o r g r a n d p a r e n t s . Toward t h i s e n d , l o c a l c o n f e r e n c e s on t h e i n t e r g e n ­
e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s h o u l d be encou raged i n o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e s p e c i f i c l o c a l 
n e e d s and i n t e r e s t s . I n a d d i t i o n , g r a n d p a r e n t a l c o n c e r n s s h o u l d be p l a c e d on 
t h e a g e n d a o f t h e n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g s o f J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n s and p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s . I t was r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t s u b - p o p u l a t i o n s among 
g r a n d p a r e n t s w h i c h may have v a r y i n g needs and wh i c h wou ld r e spond t o d i f f e r e n t 
k i n d s o f p r o g r a m s . F o r e x a m p l e , b e c a u s e o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n age c o h o r t , i n 
e d u c a t i o n and p l a c e o f b i r t h , t h e Immigrant g r a n d p a r e n t may f e e l s e t a p a r t . At 
t h e same t i m e , r a p i d s o c i a l change and f a m i l y b r e a k down has made i t d i f f i c u l t 
t o d e f i n e a p p r o p r i a t e c on t empo r a r y r o l e s f o r g r a n d p a r e n t s . 
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I t was s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a n e ed f o r a s e t o f g u i d e l i n e s t o h e l p 
g r a n d p a r e n t s t o u n d e r s t a n d and imp lement t h e i r r o l e s i n t o d a y ' s s o c i e t y . T h i s 
r e i n f o r c e d M r s . C h u c k l e H o l s t e i n ' s c o n c e p t o f a J e w i s h g r a n d p a r e n t ' s c a t a l o g u e . 
P r o g r a m s , w h e t h e r g e a r e d t o a s p e c i f i c p o p u l a t i o n o r d e s i g n e d f o r i n t e r g e n e r a -
t i o n a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n , s h o u l d be d e v e l o p e d w i t h an eye t o s t e a d y and m e a n i n g f u l 
c o n t i n u i t y be tween t he g e n e r a t i o n s . 

2 . I n t o d a y ' s m o b i l e s o c i e t y , " d i s t a n c e g r a n d p a r e n t i n g " p l a c e s a s p e c i a l 
s t r a i n on t h e i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n . J uda i sm and t h e J e w i s h c a l e n d a r can 
p r o v i d e a means o f b r i d g i n g t h e g e o g r a p h i c g a p . Fo r e xamp l e : 

( a ) G r a n d p a r e n t s s h o u l d s u b s c r i b e t o J u d a i c book c l u b s and maga z i n e s f o r 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n t o h e l p keep them a b r e a s t o f J e w i s h i s s u e s . 

( b ) E x c h a n g e o f a u d i o o r v i d e o t a p e s o f f a m i l y and i n d i v i d u a l h i s t o r y , 
i n t e r v i e w s , J e w i s h s t o r i e s , J e w i s h v a l u e s h e l p t o m a i n t a i n t h e c o n n e c t i o n . 

( c ) R e g u l a r phone c a l l s b e f o r e h o l i d a y s , Shabba t and f a m i l y o c c a s i o n s keep 
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between p a r e n t s , g r a n d p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n f r e s h and a l i v e . 

( d ) W r i t e l e t t e r s and c a r d s f o r s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s e s p e c i a l l y a t t he J e w i s h 
h o l i d a y t i m e s e n c l o s i n g s p e c i a l i t e m s a s a b a s i s f o r f u t u r e c ommun i c a t i on and 
c o n n e c t i o n s . 

( e ) D e v e l o p a f i l e o f l e t t e r s , d r a w i n g s , c a r d s r e c e i v e d f rom g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
t o d emon s t r a t e t o them when t h e y come t o v i s i t how i m p o r t a n t t h e y a r e . 

3 . To s t r e n g t h e n i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l b ond s , p rog rams must i n c l u d e no t o n l y 
g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n b u t t h e g e n e r a t i o n i n t h e m i d d l e as w e l l . I n 
a d d i t i o n , i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s c an be conveyed t h r o u g h 
s u r r o g a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p s and v o l u n t e e r s e r v i c e s . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y h e l p f u l when 
g r a n d p a r e n t s l i v e f a r away f r om t h e i r f a m i l y . 

The f o l l o w i n g s a m p l e s u g g e s t i o n s w e r e c u l l e d f r o m wo r k shop d i s c u s s i o n s 
d e a l i n g w i t h I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l b ond s : 

( a ) U s i n g t h e m o d e l o f New Y o r k C i t y ' s P r o j e c t E z r a and P r o j e c t D o r o t , 
o r g a n i z e c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s t o v i s i t e l d e r l y s h u t - i n s and d e v e l o p a o n e - t o -
one r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . 

( b ) E n c o u r a g e t h e h e a l t h y a g e d t o s e r v e a s J e w i s h r e s o u r c e s f o r young 
c o u p l e s e x p l o r i n g t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a J e w i s h c omponen t i n t o t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s on Shabba t o r a t h o l i d a y t i m e . 

( c ) O r g a n i z e v o l u n t e e r s t o s e r v e a s s u r r o g a t e g r a n d p a r e n t s f o r y o u n g s t e r s 
who do n o t h a v e g r a n d p a r e n t s o r whose g r a n d p a r e n t s a r e g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 
d i s t a n t . T h i s c a n b e a r r a n g e d on a o n e - t o - o n e b a s i s o r t h r o u g h g r oup 
p rog rams i n the a r t s mode led on " C l o s e Harmony . " 

( d ) P a r e n t s c a n b r i n g c h i l d r e n t o p rog rams f e a t u r i n g t h e works o f s e n i o r 
c i t i z e n s o r p e r f o r m a n c e s i n w h i c h t h e y p a r t i c i p a t e . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o 
show how g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n c a n i n t e r a c t i n a r e a s o f m u t u a l 
i n t e r e s t . 
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( e ) O r g a n i z e f o r u m s w h i c h d e a l w i t h t h e r o l e o f g r a n d p a r e n t s In t e rms o f 
t h e i r p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e r a t h e r t h a n c o n c e n t r a t i n g on i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
p r o b l e m s . 

( f ) I n s t i t u t e an u p d a t e d " B i n t e l B r i e f " ( D e a r Abby) co lumn i n t h e l o c a l 
J e w i s h p r e s s t o r e spond t o q u e s t i o n s r e l a t e d t o I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l p r o b l e m s . 

(g ) We s h o u l d b e m o r e s e n s i t i v e t o how t h e e l d e r l y a r e p o r t r a y e d by t h e 
med i a and t r y t o e l i m i n a t e s t e r e o t y p e s by b r i n g i n g them t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f 
r a d i o o r t e l e v i s i o n p e r s o n n e l . 

4 . The i m p a c t o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y r e a l i t y o f d i v o r c e , i n t e r m a r r i a g e and 
r e m a r r i a g e , o f t e n g i v e s a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and new o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
g r a n d p a r e n t s p a r t i c u l a r l y I n r e g a r d t o t h e J e w i s h c omponen t o f f a m i l y l i f e . 
T h e r e i s a n e e d f o r p r o g r a m s d i r e c t e d t o g r a n d p a r e n t s whose c h i l d r e n d i v o r c e 
s i n c e t h e y may have t o d e a l w i t h g r a n d p a r e n t a l v i s i t a t i o n r i g h t s , h e l p w i t h 
c h i l d c a r e , e t c . 

G r a n d p a r e n t s c a n h a v e an i m p o r t a n t i m p a c t on g r a n d c h i l d r e n whose p a r e n t s 
a r e i n t e r m a r r i e d . D i s s e m i n a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c p rograms i n t h i s r e g a r d under the 
a u s p i c e s o f t h e U n i o n o f Ame r i c an Hebrew C o n g r e g a t i o n s , a program i n Wa sh i n g t on , 
D . C . d e s i g n e d f o r p a r e n t s o f i n t e r m a r r i e d c o u p l e s and j o i n t c l a s s e s f o r g r a n d ­
p a r e n t s and t h e i r i n t e r m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n c an s e r v e a s g u i d e s t o s t r e n g t h e n i n g the 
J e w i s h c o m p o n e n t f o r t h e c h i l d r e n o f i n t e r m a r r i a g e t h r o u g h g r a n d p a r e n t a l 
i n v o l v e m e n t . 

5 . S y n a g o g u e s a n d o t h e r a g e n c i e s s h o u l d d e v e l o p p rograms f o r g r a n d p a r e n t s 
and g r a n d c h i l d r e n b u i l t a r o u n d J e w i s h c e l e b r a t i o n s a n d J e w i s h h i s t o r y . Fo r 
e xamp l e : 

( a ) A s p e c i a l g r a n d p a r e n t ' s S h a b b a t c an be j o i n t l y s p on so r ed by a f a m i l y 
s e r v i c e a g e n c y and a s ynagogue t o e n cou r age g r a n d p a r e n t s t o s peak o u t and 
commun ica te w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

( b ) An A d o p t a G r a n d p a r e n t f o r t h e H o l i d a y s program can be i n s t i t u t e d i n 
o r d e r t o b r i n g an o l d e r p e r s o n i n t o d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e younge r 
g e n e r a t i o n . 

( c ) Y o u t h g r o u p s s h o u l d be e n c o u r a g e d t o i n t e r v i e w and s h a r e e x p e r i e n c e s 
w i t h s e n i o r c i t i z e n s i n r e l a t i o n t o s u c h m u t u a l c o n c e r n s as Z i o n i s t 
a c t i v i t i e s , J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n , work h i s t o r y and so f o r t h . 

( d ) The m i d d l e g e n e r a t i o n s h o u l d be i n v o l v e d and c o n s u l t e d i n t h e p l a n n i n g 
and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f I n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l p r og r ams . 

A l l o f t h e wo rk shops c o n c l u d e d t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h a g e n e r a l recommenda­
t i o n t h a t t h e Ame r i c an J e w i s h Commi t tee s h o u l d s e r v e a s a c l e a r i n g - h o u s e f o r t he 
e x c h a n g e o f i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g p rograms f o r g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
An a n n u a l r o u n d u p o f s u c c e s s f u l i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l p r o j e c t s m i g h t be p u b l i s h e d 
and d i s t r i b u t e d by the Ame r i c an J e w i s h Commi t tee f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f c ommun i t i e s 
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 
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D r . G l a d y s R o s e n t h a n k e d c o n f e r e n c e p a r t i c i p a n t s f o r t h e i r i n t e r e s t and 
c o o p e r a t i o n . She no t ed t h a t t h e W i l l i a m P e t s c h e k N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r 
was p l a n n i n g t o f a c i l i t a t e an e x c h a n g e o f e f f e c t i v e p rog rams by d e v e l o p i n g a 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s n e t w o r k f o r a l l t h o s e g r o u p s c o n c e r n e d w i t h i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l 
c o n n e c t i o n s and t h e n eed s o f g r a n d p a r e n t s and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . To i n i t i a t e t h i s 
e f f o r t an a n n o u n c e m e n t w i l l b e made i n t h e n e w s l e t t e r o f t h e W i l l i a m P e t c h e k 
N a t i o n a l J e w i s h F a m i l y C e n t e r s o l i c i t i n g o u t l i n e s o f p rograms wh i ch have been 
s u c c e s s f u l i n c o m m u n i t i e s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
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