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THE JERUSALEM PROGRAMME 1968 

The a ims of Zionism a r e : 

The unity of the Jewish People and the 
centra l i ty of I s r ae l in Jewish l i f e ; 

The ingathering of the Jewish People in 
i ts h i s tor ic homeland, Ere tz I s r ae l 
through Aliya f r o m all count r ies ; 

The strengthening of the State of I s r ae l 
which i s ba sed on the prophet ic vis ion 
of just ice and peace ; 

The p r e se rva t i on of the identity of the 
Jewish People through the fos te r ing of 
Jewish and Hebrew education and of 
Jewish spi r i tua l and cul tural va lues ; 

The protect ion of Jewish r ights everywhere״ 

EXTRACT OF THE DECISIONS OF THE ZIONIST GENERAL COUNCIL 
(Tammuz 14 - 22, 5729. July 1969) 

"The Council ca l l s on all bodies affi l iated to the World Zionist Organizat ion, 
par t icu lar ly Zionist T e r r i t o r i a l Organizat ions, to dec la re 1970 (5730) Z ion i s t 
Membership Drive Year . 

The aim of the membersh ip drive is to conduct a census of organized Zionis ts 
throughout the world and to r ec ru i t new m e m b e r s , both through p a r t i e s and 
Zionist organizat ions and on an individual ba s i s , in accordance with the World 
Zionist Organization Constitution and the reso lu t ions of the 27th Zionist Cong re s s . 

This pro jec t , a imed at s t rengthening the World Zionist Organization, will const i tute 
a decisive answer to all a t tacks against Zionism, the l ibera t ion movement of the 
Jewish people. The 1968 J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e will be the cent ra l i t em of the 
information campaign which will accompany this p r o j e c t . 

Fo r the implementat ion of this plan, methods appropr ia te and sui ted to the 
s t ruc tu re of the Zionist Organization and to the conditions in each country should 
be employed, such as : the es tabl ishment of new branches of the Zionist 
Te r r i to r i a l Organization, the expansion of exis t ing b ranches , the aff i l ia t ion 
of Zionist bodies which have not yet joined the Z i o n i s t T e r r i t o r i a l Organizat ion, 
the sett ing up of Zionist c lubs , the es tabl ishing of Zionist c i r c l e s on a p ro fe s s iona l 
bas i s , the c rea t ion of nuclei of the Aliyah movement and the i r in tegrat ion in the 
Zionist Te r r i t o r i a l Organizat ion. " 
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE COMMITTEE 

1. Colonel (Res.) Zeev Shaham Head, Operations Committee 

2. Miss Yocheved Sussmann Chief Assistant , Coordination 
with World Unions and with 
Departments of the Executive 

3. Sidney Berg English speaking countries 
(excluding the U. S. A־) 

4. Avraham Argov Latin American countries 

5. Yeshayahu Haran French speaking countries 

6» Yossef Raziel The U. S. A. 

7. Dr. A. Zwergbaum German speaking countries 

8. Shimon Tsur Youth and Students 

9. Eli Feinguersh Organization of Ideological 
clarification and Publicity 

10. Moshe Haskell Delegate of the Treasury 
Department 

11. Mrs . L i sa Kaufman Secretary of the Committee 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

12. Dr. Reuven Eytan Director of the Organization 
Department 

13. B. S״ Be ' e r i Latin America 

14. Haim Setton French speaking countries 

15. Moshe Keller French speaking countries 

16. E. Akabas Assistant to the T reasu re r 

17. David Ben-Naeh Religious Organizationes 

The Committee meetings were open to delegates of the World Unions of the 
Par t ies and Groups. Some of the World Unions took the opportunity of 
participating in the major i ty of the meetings. 
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INTRODUCTION 

General 
1. The Membership Drive Committee was set up in February 1970. Its tasks 

were defined as follows: 
a) To supervise the carrying out of the Membership Drive in the spi r i t 

of the resolutions of the Zionist General Council. 
b) To help federat ions throughout the world in carrying out the dr ive. 
c) To supply the federat ions with information and publicity mater ia l as 

a background to the ideological clar if icat ion and for the implementa-
tion of the subscription campaign. 

d) To supply the federat ions with l ec tu re r s and active workers when 
required. 

e) To supervise the proper and efficient use of the budget supplied to the 
Federations and Unions of the Pa r t i e s and Groups for car ry ing out the 
Membership Drive. 

f) To supply the member s of the Executive in Je rusa lem with up-to-date 
information on what is happening in the Federat ions and World 
Unions regarding the drive. 

2. The Executive appointed the following th ree -man committee: 
1. Mr . L . A. Pincus Chairman of the Executive - Chairman of the Com-

mit tee. 
2. Mr. A. Schenker, Head of the Organisation and Information Depar t -

pient - Permanent Acting Chairman for Mr. Pincus. 
3. Mr. M. Rivlin, Director-General of the Agency - Member. 
This committee, in cooperation with the permanent Chairman of the 
Zionist General Council, Mr . E. Avriel, served as a guiding fac tor 
in the Drive Committee 's work. 

3. In order to c a r r y out the Membership Drive Committee 's work, Shelichim 
(emissar ies) of the Jewish Agency were placed at i ts disposal (there i s 
an emissa ry in nearly every country in which the Drive is being held). 
These emi s sa r i e s were attached to local commit tees by the Federat ions 
and they were instructed to help in carrying out the dr ive. At the same 
time, they were one of the sources for report ing on developments on 
the spot as f a r as everything connected with the Drive was concerned. 
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The Committee maintained direct contact with the Chairman of the Fede ra -
tion and the Local Membership Drive Committee in every country and was 
prepared to help in whatever way necessary״ 

4. 

5. The Committee maintained direct contact with the centres of World 
Unions, took pains to bring them up to date and was helped by them 
in receiving information in everything concerning the execution of the 
drive among the Unions־ 

6. With the active ass is tance of the Committee, contact was made with var i -
ous Jewish organisations, who were not affiliated with the Federat ions, 
in order to include them in the Membership Drive. 

7. The operation was ca r r i ed out in 34 countries. The Committee sent 60 
lec ture rs and active workers abroad in order to help the Drive 's opera-
tion (in addition to Members of the Executive and Par ty Officials who 
took part) . 

8. Information mater ia l was mostly prepared by the Organization and Infor-
mation Department. Propaganda material was wholly prepared by the 
Membership Drive Committee i tself . Here is a l ist of the mater ia l d is -
tributed by the Committee: 
a) "Confrontations" pamphlets - views on Zionism. So f a r , 10 pamph-

le ts have been published in English and Spanish, seven pamphlets in 
French and five in Hebrew. The pamphlets in this se r i e s have been 
sent in the pas t to Federat ions and Jewish organisations - and serve 
for study, discussion and debate. 

b) "Sources" - modern Jewish national thought. So fa r , two pamphlets 
have been published in Hebrew, Spanish and English. It also se rves 
for study, discussion and debate. 

c) "Questions and Answers" - three separate pamphlets on the following 
basic subjects: the State of Is rael , Jewish identity and the essence of 
Zionism. This is pract ical mater ia l for lec tures and discussion, and 
for debates with opponents or vacil lators. The pamphlets were 
printed in English, French and Spanish, 

d) "Notes on the Je rusa lem Programme" - a se r ies of ar t ic les explain-
ing and interpret ing the ar t ic les of the Je rusa lem Programme - back-
ground mate r ia l fo r study, discussion and debate. It has appeared in 
English, Spanish and French, 

e . "Alon" (Bulletin) - expresses with photographs, text, and pleasant, 
coloured, graphic design, the essence of the Jerusa lem Programme. 
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It cal ls on the r eade r to join the Zionist Movement. The bulletin i s 
printed in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, 
German and Yiddish. It is designed for m a s s distribution to every 
home and individual. Each Federation and every local Membership 
Drive Committee can add a page of i ts own to the bulletin, which 
includes details of how the individual receiving the publication may 
join the movement. 

f) New Year Greeting Cards - designed specially for the Membership 
Drive. It has a pleasant and elegant graphic design. It is appropriate 
for m a s s circulation and appeals to the public in a ref ined fashion to 
join the Zionist Movement. The greet ings card is printed in the same 
languages as the Bulletin. 

g) Exhibition - 22 plates that express the content of the Je rusa lem P r o -
gramme in photographs, text and coloured graphic design and explicit-
ly call the observer to join the Zionist Movement. The plates are 
made of light car ton and can be hung on the wall. Together with in-
structions for hanging in an exhibition, the panels are wrapped up in 
a closed plastic package. The exhibition has appeared in English, 
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Dutch and German. The ex-
hibition is light and mobile and suitable for display in every hall, 
club and room. Coupled with the exhibition, every local committee 
can publish details r e f e r r ing to regis t ra t ion and membership. 

h) ,A film - "We". The content of the fi lm deals with the historical link 
of the Jewish people with i ts homeland; the problems of the Jews in 
the Diaspora, the ingathering of the exiles in Is rae l , and other i ssues 
relevant to the Je rusa lem programme. The 16mm. fi lm is 30 min-
utes long, coloured and edited in modern style. It is indirect adver -
tising and a refined appeal to every spectator to join the Zionist 
movement. The f i r s t copy of the fi lm has a sound-track in English. 

i) The Membership Drive Badge ־ the badge was decided on by the Mem-
bership Drive Committee and approved by the Jewish Agency Execu-
tive in J e rusa l em. It expresses the three main elements of the J e r u -
salem Prog ramme . The badge has been made in two fashions: as a 
pin and a clip. The slogan of the Membership Drive was: 
"Identify yourself with Zionism - Join now!" 
In several countr ies , the Federations adopted the badge of the Mem-
bership Drive as their own emblem and use it in every publication. 

j) A film - "The Hope" - for screening in slides was prepared. 
The mater ia l was filmed in Israel and processed and edited 
in the United States. It was used towards the end of the campaign. 
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9. From the s t a r t , the drive encountered many difficult ies. The main ones 
were: 
a) The lack of readiness to openly and unreservedly express affil iation 

(by a signature). 
b) The concern of some political pa r t i e s at the possibili ty of loss of 

strength and control . 
c) The reluctance to identify with the local leadership . 
d) The regarding of the UJA and the Bonds as competi tors and more 

important. 
e) Opposition linked with the political situation in cer ta in countr ies . 
f) Many sections of the Jewish population lacked the background (Jewish-

Zionist education) and in view of the lack of this background, it proved 
difficult to persuade them into joining the Zionist Organization in a 
short period of t ime. The difficult and pro t rac ted bir th-pangs finally 
came to an end. Today, it is c lear to all the Unions and F e d e r a -
tions that the resu l t s of the Drive will have a decisive influence on 
the number of delegates that each country will have at the next Con-
g re s s . This is spurr ing all those concerned to step up the i r activity 
in order to reach as large a membership as possible. 

10. The number of people who underwent the census exceeded 10% of the 
Jewish population in a number of countries (see appendix, for full de -
tails). 

11. The Executive's decision to extend the Dr ive ' s operation until June 15, 
1971 gives ground for the hope that the Drive will embrace a sa t i s fac tory 
number of people. In most countries, preparat ions are being made on 
a wide scale in order to achieve resu l t s . 

12. The Drive has aroused excitement in various sections of the Jewish 
population, which in itself is an achievement worthy of mention. 
Special s t r e s s has been laid on the affiliation of non-Zionist and com-
munal organisations. 

13. A special repor t has been attached that gives an account of developments 
among the youth and students. This pa r t of the drive was handled d i r ec t -
ly by the Youth and Hechalutz Department. 
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In appendices to the repor t , there a re detailed data for every country in 
which the Membership Drive was ca r r ied out. Evaluations and conclu-
sions f rom the information acquired in the operation of the Drive are 
also drawn. This mater ia l may ass is t those shaping the image and 
those determining the future fo rm of the Zionist Movement's activity. 

Colonel (Res.) Zeev Shaham 
Head of the Membership Drive 
Committee 



THE NUMBER OF SIGNATORIES REGISTERED IN EACH COUNTRY 

According to f igures received by the Committee up to June 24, 1971 

Name of Country Jewish Ibpulation Number of Signatures 

NORTH AMERICA 
Canada ,280,000 32,413 
U.S .A. 5,880,000 645,616 
LATIN AMERICA 
Argentina 500,000 19,660 
Bolivia 4,000 250 
Brazil 150,000 11,500 
Chile 35,000 2,680 
Colombia 10,000 1,350 
Ecuador 2,000 150 
Mexico 36,000 3,350 
Paraguay 1,200 516 
Peru 4,000 1,100 
Uruguay 54,000 8,400 
Venezuela 12,000 2,134 
Central America 5,650 927 

EUROPE 
Austria 8,200 1,502 • 
Belgium 40,500 4,956 
Denmark 6,000 1,239 
Finland 1,450 321 
France 535,000 41,036 
Germany 30,000 2,450 
Great Britain 410,000 69,500 
Greece 6,500 415 
Holland 30,000 2,355 
Ireland (Eire) 5,400 725 
Italy 30,000 3,500 
Norway 750 234 
Sweden 15,000 3,074 
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Number of Signatures Jewish Population Name of Country 

Switzerland 20,000 5,000 

AFRICA 
Rhodesia 4,800 1,918 
South Afr ica 114,000 23,000 
Zambia 800 151 
ASIA 
India 15,000 920 

OCENDIA 
Australia 72,000 12,454 
New Aealand 3,500 347 (Auckland only 

Total (approx) 90Q, 000 
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REPORT OF THE ZIONIST 
FEDERATIONS 





CANADA 

The Jewish population amounts to 280, 000 (including 110, 000 in Montreal 
and 88, 000 in Toronto). 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

Canada was one of the f i r s t countr ies to init iate the Membership Dr ive . 
However, changes in the leadership and organisat ional staff led to 
diff icult ies at the s t a r t of the Drive. It was only with the appointment of 
a new Executive Di rec tor of the Federa t ion and a Secre ta ry of the Membersh ip 
Drive Committee that the campaign was r e s u m e d , in September . The dr ive 
was launched with informat ion mate r ia l sent through the pos t . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The mater ia l despatched f r o m headquar te r s in J e r u s a l e m was of g r ea t 
help, but a considerable amount of m a t e r i a l was p repa red local ly as wel l . 

The drive was c a r r i e d out in the m a j o r c i t i es , but v i s i t s w e r e made to eve ry 
town with a Jewish community. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Special e f fo r t s were invested in informing F rench speaking J e w s of the Dr ive , 
especial ly in Montreal . 

The vas tness of the country and the d i spe r sa l of the population in c i t ies f a r 
distant f r o m each other and the sca t t e red na ture of the Jewish population 
in the ci t ies themse lves made the campaign m o r e diff icul t . Never the less , 
a considerable amount of s ignator ies were r ec ru i t ed . 
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i o n i s t f e d e r a t i o n : * H ^ / i a i 

קאיח ת a האמרי י נ ו י  הצ

A B B t a m e r i c a n 
M 515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T«l. (212) 371-7750 

membership card 
 זילמן שזר

ת ישראל נ י ד א מ  גשי
ZALMAN SHAZAR 
President of the State of I s r a e l / , ״ ל  ך

\ )in •JS^Xii״,J(e »*״>״»״ J u J A l \ j 

President 
The "Jerusalem Program" of the World Zionist Organization 

The aims of Zionism are: 

• The unity of the Jewish peop le and the centra 1 i+y of Israel in 
Jewish l i fe ; 

• The ingather ing of the Jewish peop le in its h istor ic home land E re t i 
Israel through A l i y a h f r om a l l countries; 

• The strengthening of the State of Israel, which is based on the 
p rophe t i c v is ion of just ice and peace; 

• The preservat ion of the ident i t y of the Jewish peop le through the 
fos te r ing of Jewish and Heb r ew educat ion and of Jew ish sp i r i tua l 
and cu l tu ra l values; 

• The pro tec t ion of Jewish r ights everywhere. 

ם י ר ש ע  עד מאה ו
valid until 

THE 
FEDERATED 

american 
JEWS UNITE ON BEHALF OF ISRAEL! 

SUPPORT THE 

Zionist 

OF CANADA 

i f I s rae l 
r e a l l y m a t t e r s 

t o y o u 
t h e t i m e 
1 

t o a c t 
i s N O W ! 



U.S.A. 

The jewish population amounts to 5, 880, 000. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Mifkad had a significant impact on the membersh ip e f fo r t s of the newly-
establ ished Amer ican Zionist Federa t ion and i t s consti tuent o rgan iza t ions . 
The s u r e s t evidence of this success i s that the Federa t ion has decided to 
continue the membersh ip campaign throughout the coming yea r (1971-1972), 
even though the world-wide Mifkad will have been concluded long since״ 
The campaign was c a r r i e d out in the United States in a number of ways which 
were r a the r d i f ferent f r o m the methods employed in many other coun t r i es . 
This r epor t i s intended to outline the methods used in the United States . 

II. THE AMERICAN CONTEXT 

A. The Constituent Organizations: The Zionist movement in the United 
States has d i f fe red f r o m that of many other countr ies a lmost s ince i ts 
inception by the fac t that he re , y e a r - i n , yea r -ou t , people have r e g i s t e r e d 
in Zionist organizat ions by paying dues and signing a m e m b e r s h i p c a r d . 
Ear ly in i ts h is tory , Amer ica was descr ibed as a nation of organiza t ions 
and jo iners , and American Jews - Zionis ts included - have not d i f fe red 
in this r e spec t f r o m the i r neighbours except perhaps to outdo them in the i r 
organizational zea l . There fo re , even before the Mifkad began, there was 
a foundation of hundreds of thousands of Amer ican Jews who were a l ready 
m e m b e r s of the Zionist movement through the constituent organiza t ions 
and were fulf i l l ing the technical r equ i r emen t s of the Mifkad as a m a t t e r of 
course . Added to this was the fact that this was a p r e - C o n g r e s s y e a r , in 
which the American Zionist organizat ions could be expected to under take 
their t radit ional r o l e s of r e - r e g i s t e r i n g all of the i r old m e m b e r s - including 
those who may have become delinquent in paying dues - and r e c r u i t i n g as 
many new m e m b e r s as poss ib le . 

*As submitted by the American Zionist Federa t ion 
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B״ The American Zionist Federation: An equally important factor was 
that the American Zionist Federation was established las t year״ Thus in 
1970, when other Zionist Federations were already planning their membership 
drives and beginning to implement them, the United States was still completing 
the long overdue but quite complex process of creating its Federation. This 
influenced the schedule outlined in Section III below. 

C״ The Community: The size of the American Jewish community must 
always be taken into account in reviewing any major organizational effort . 
There are l i teral ly thousands of ci t ies, towns and villages in the United States 
where Jews are to be found, many of them far f rom the mains t ream of the 
large metropolitan cent res . There are some 100 communities with 5, 000 
Jews or more , i . e . as many Jews as are to be found in entire countries. 
Because the Federation was only in the f i r s t year of its existence, we 
concentrated this year on the 30 la rges t communities of 15, 000 Jews and 
more . Of those 30 communities, 8 or 10 are especially large . Such 
metropolitan a reas as Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, Baltimore-Washington, 
Miami, and Northern New Je r sey have at least 200 - 250, 000 Jews each . Los 
Angeles has over 500, 000 and, of course, there is the huge concentration of 
Jews in New York City, where the suburbs in one a rea alone - Long Island -
boast a Jewish population approaching a half million, i . e . there are as many 
Jews in this one suburban region outside the city l imits of New York as are to 
be found in some of the major countries of the world. 

D. The Local Federations: In order to ca r ry out a membership campaign -
or any other activity for that mat ter - under the conditions outlined above, 
the Zionist Federation had to begin the organization of the local community 
Zionist Federations in the 30 priori ty a reas described in Section II C above, and 
in many other communities as well. This process only began last year , at 
the time of the establishment of the National Federation, and is still in process , 
although we can repor t that at the time of the forthcoming Actions Committee 
there will already be 20 such local Zionist Federations established in major 
communities across the country. It is these units which will bear the 
responsibility for carrying out an intensive membership effor t during the 
coming year - and yea r s . 

E. The Jewish Organizations: In our well-organized community, the effort 
to at tract new individuals to the Zionist movement required a pr ior step: 
inviting Jewish membership organizations to join the Zionist Federation as 
"corporate affi l iates", i . e . on a group or institutional basis . While these 
organizations need not obligate each and every one of their members to sign 
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the Jerusalem Programme and join the Zionist movement, they are expected 
to encourage such affiliation by their members . This ef for t , too, has only 
begun during the past year . A number of Boards of Rabbis and synagogues 
have already affiliated on the local level and we are now beginning negotiations 
with national organizations. 

F. The Staff: With a Jewish community, a Zionist Federation, and a 
membership drive of this size and scope, a professional field staff was a 
crucial prerequis i te , but the regional d i rectors of the Zionist Federation 
were only recrui ted this past year and, as it happened, the colleague who 
specialized in membership activities (both nationally and in the New York 
metropolitan a rea in part icular) was the last one to join the staff , only a few 
months ago״ Each of the four regional offices (New York, Chicago, Philadelphia 
and Los Angeles) had to service vast geographical a reas in which other Zionist 
agencies and organizations have several separate off ices, and major a reas of the 
country to the north and south remained uncovered throughout the period of the 
Mifkad. 

III. ORGANIZATION AND TIMETABLE OF THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

A. Leadership Meetings: The initial deliberations on the national level 
were with the top leadership of the Federation and i ts constituent organizations: 
a special meeting with Mess r s . Louis Pincus, Ehud Avriel and Avraham 
Schenker on June 4, 1970, immediately following the founding Convention of the 
Federation; a special meeting of the AZF Executive Committee on October 20, 
1970; and a full session at the f i r s t meeting of the National Board on October 
25, 1970. These discussions served to c lar i fy the overall purposes of the 
Mifkad: that Jews should be persuaded to identify with Zionism, to endorse 
the Jerusalem Programme, to "stand up and be counted" in response to the 
attacks of the enemies of our people, and therefore to become members of the 
Zionist movement. It was constantly made clear that the act of affiliation 
could be either through the constituent organizations (each and every one of 
whose members automatically are members of the American Zionist Federat ion 
as well) or directly as members -a t - l a rge of the Federation i tself . Moreover, 
in this f i r s t year of Federation and with a Zionist Congress approaching, we 
deliberately gave preference to the recrui tment e f for t s of the various 
organizations. Next year , when we expect to have developed local Zionist 
Federations in most of the l a rger communities - as well as p rogrammes fo r 
them to implement - there will be greater s t r e s s on the enlistment of 
members -a t - l a rge of the AZF itself . 
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B. Membership Committee: A National Membership Committee comprising 
the Membership Chairmen and Directors of the constituent organizations of the 
Federation, was appointed under the chairmanship of Mr . Raymond Pat t . 
Also working closely with this Committee was Mrs . Max N. Matzkin, chairman 
of the AZF Executive Committee, whose "portfolios" within the Zionist 
Federation included organizational ma t t e r s . The President of ,the Federat ion, 
Rabbi Israel Miller, gave constant attention to the membership drive. It 
should be noted that Mr. Avraham Schenker, Mr. Moshe Rivlin, and Col. Zeev 
Shaham part icipated in various meetings of the Committee. 

C. Communications: Contact was maintained with the national organizations 
and the local communities through various memoranda and directives issued 
by the chairman or the s taff . In addition, there was constant correspondence and 
telephone contact, as well as visits by leadership and staff to communities 
across the country. Contact was maintained with the World Zionist Mifkad 
headquarters through correspondence as well as their participation in meetings 
here , as mentioned above. 

D. Staff: All m e m b e r s of the staff were involved in the membership ef for t . 
The main professional responsibility devolved initially on the National 
Coordinator, Mr . Daniel Mann, and then, for much of the drive, on the 
Membership Coordinator, Mr. David Disenhouse. The National Executive 
Director, Mr. Harry Steinberg and the National Administrator, Miss Clare 
Salkind, undertook key pro jec ts , as did the Shaliach of the WZO Department 
of Organization and Information, Mr . Dani Pinkas. The staff outside New York 
consisted of Mr. Newton Dale Hacker (Chicago), Mrs . Joseph Bassin and 
Mrs . Lillian Heller (Los Angeles), ^nd Mr. John Lemberger (Philadelphia). 
The field staff repor t s regularly to the Committee on Local Zionist Federations 
and Regional Offices under the chairmanship of Mr . Charles Bick. 

IV. CREATION OF A CLIMATE 

As indicated above, in view of the newness of the Federation, the central 
place played by each of its constituent organizations in its s t ructure , and 
their own in teres t in membership recrui tment ;during a pre-Congress year , 
the AZF concentrated on creating a "cl imate" which would enhance the 
membership effor ts of each of the organizations. While promising s t a r t s 
were made in at tracting new elements directly to the Federation itself, as 
outlined in Sections VI and IX of this repor t , almost all of the actual 
membership recrui tment work during the Mifkad was ca r r ied out by the 
various organizations, in the expectation that the Zionist Federation itself 
would reach out directly to new elements during the coming year . The impact 
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of the new dimensions ־ the world-wide Mifkad and the AZF itself - on the 
organizations could be seen in the mater ia l of the var ious organizations and 
in their repor ts at the meetings of the AZF Membership Committee. These 
new dimensions ־ combined with the dramatic events of the pas t year in Is rae l , 
the Soviet Union, and America, too - have created an unprecedented "case" 
for Zionist identification, and have thus contributed to the success of the 
Zionist membership drive in the United States, 

Two types of mater ia l i l lustrate how this "cl imate" was crea ted: 

A, Articles for the P r e s s Generated by the AZF: The AZF ca r r i ed out an 
intensive publicity and public relat ions campaign to c rea te the proper climate 
for membership recrui tment־ This was initiated when the Federat ion was 
created a year ago, even before the membership drive began, and stepped up 
during the period" of the Mifkad־ 

B. Publications of the Organizations: Each of the constituent organizations 
produced brochures and/or ar t ic les in which the "new dimensions" of the Mifkad, 
the Je rusa lem Programme, and the American Zionist Federat ion were 
incorporated. This helped to re inforce the more specific membership 
promotion of each organization. 

V. AZF MEMBERSHIP MATERIALS 

A variety of mater ia l s issued by the AZF was distributed broadcas t and was 
utilized both by the constituent organizations (see section IV above) and by the 
AZF itself (see section VI below). This included the following: 

A. The historic message of P r ime Minister Golda Meir on the occasion 
of the launching of the Zionist membership drive in the United States. 

B. The AZF membership brochure־ 

C־ A special provocative brochure to encourage attendance at membership 
functions. 

D. The membership card and accompanying le t ter fo r m e m b e r s - a t - l a r g e . 

E. Picture story of the honorary membership presented by Rabbi Miller 
to President Shazar. 

F . Reprint of the picture story "Prominent Personal i t ies Answer Zionist 
Roll Call". 

G. "Guidelines for the AZF Membership Drive", Spring 1971. 

H. A st icker to be pasted on pos te rs and other ma te r i a l . 
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In addition, of course , the AZF and i ts national and local affi l iates utilized 
the pos te rs , pamphlets and pins produced by the World Zionist Mifkad Committee. 
In fact, because of the vastness of this country and the staggered schedule of 
membership activit ies, our initial supply was depleted and we had to arrange 
for a second o rde r . 

VI. SPECIAL PROJECTS 

A. Community Events: As outlined in the "Guidlines for the AZF Membership 
Drive", the local Zionist Federations were urged to s t r e s s membership at 
public events which they sponsored, often in cooperation with other community 
organizations, e . g . Israel Independence Day celebrations, founding assemblies 
of local Zionist Federat ions, Israel t rade f a i r s , Aliyah conferences, and 
educational and informational seminars . On several occasions it was 
ascertained that more than half of those in attendance were not presently 
members of the Zionist movement; these prospects are now being followed 
up for membership affiliation. 

B. Yom Ha'atzmaut: During the period around Is rae l Independence Day, 
Hon. Natan Peled, Minister of Immigrant Absorption, addressed major 
AZF sponsored community functions in Philadelphia, Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Similar functions in 10-12 other key cit ies were addressed by leaders of the 
World Zionist Executive f rom Jerusa lem, such as Col. Mordecai Bar-On, 
Mr. Louis Pincus, Mr. Avraham Schenker, Dr. Raanan Weitz, by Ambassadors 
Itzhak Rabin and Josef Tekoah, by prominent American political personali t ies , 
and by leaders of the American Zionist movement i tself , such as Mrs . Charlotte 
Jacobson, Mrs . Max N. Matzkin, Rabbi Herschel Schacter and Mr. Jacques 
Torczyner. Membership was s t ressed at these functions and mater ia l 
distributed. 

C. Contacts with Jewish Organizations: Mr. Haim Zohar, head of the 
Student Authority in Israel and former Consul of Israel in New York, 
visited the United States las t month in connection with the ef for ts to recru i t 
national religious organizations and local Boards of Rabbis as "corporate 
a f f i l i a tes . " As indicated above (Section II E), this could be a f i r s t step 
towards the hoped for - albeit not obligatory - affiliation of the individual 
members of such organizations in turn. This effor t is under the direction 
of Dr. Miriam Freund, Chairman of the AZF Committee on Corporate 
Affiliates. 

D. "The Hope" : This is a unique cinematic presentation commissioned by 
the WZO and created by Mr. Harvey Lloyd. The p remie re showing in New 
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York in December was a par t of the launching of the membership drive, which 
featured an address by Mr. Louis Pincus, the reading of Pr ime Minister Golda 
Meir ' s message, and the signing of the Je rusa lem Programme by Dr. William 
Wexler, President of Bnai Brith and chairman of the Pres idents Conference, 
Sol Chaikin, Chairman of the American Trade Union Council for Histadrut, 
and other prominent communal leaders . "The Hope" has been shown 
experimentally in New Je r sey and will be utilized more extensively in the 
coming months as additional sets of equipment become available. Another 
WZO film, "We", has also been well-received at membership functions. 

VII. YOUTH MOBILIZATION FOR ISRAEL 

In accordance with the decisions of the World Zionist General Council and 
the American Zionist Youth Council, the effort among those under 25 was 
ca r r ied out through the Youth Mobilization for Is rae l , headed by Mr. Je f f rey 
Maas, Coordinator. A number of youth and student groups in the general 
Jewish Community and on university campuses joined with the constituent 
youth movements of the American Zionist Youth Council in this ef for t , which 
also featured an active programme of ideological seminars and discussions 
across the United States. Support for this project was generated within the 
Federation itself by a committee headed by Dr. Allen Pollack. 

VIII. PROFESSORS AND INTELLECTUALS 

A committee headed by Profess ion Milton R. Konvitz of Cornell and including 
Nobel Pr ize winners and other prominent American intellectual l eade r s 
issued a call to Jews in the academic community to sign an "Affirmation" of 
Zionism based on the Jerusalem Programme. While this project cannot be 
included under membership (since the s igners were not asked actually to join 
anything or to pay dues), we are gratified that 1, 500 p ro fesso r s and intellectuals 
have already signed this statement in the brief period since the call went out. 

IX. FUTURE PLANS 

As has already been s t ressed in this repor t , the AZF plans to build on the 
s tar t made this year in i ts own development and on the reported successes 
of each of the constituent organizations in the membership f ield. In the 
coming months the Federation plans to reach out more intensively and 
extensively to American Jews to secure their affiliation with the Zionist 
movement. In the process the special projec ts outlined above (community 
events, recrui tment of prominent individuals, showings of "The Hope", and 
distribution of membership mater ia ls , e t c . ) will be fur ther ref ined, and 
additional methods will be developed. 
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X״ CONCLUSION 

This report has not gone into important related questions such as the 
participation of membership in Congress elections, the servicing of new 
members , and the relationship between the Zionist movement and the 
Jewish community "establ ishment" which affect the "image" of the Zionist 
movement and its appeal to new elements, But, res t r ic t ing this summary 
to the specific a rea of membership and related organizational endeavours, 
the following can be said: 

A. The Mifkad in the United States served to enhance the membership 
effor ts of the constituent Zionist organizations, with their hundreds of 
thousands of members״ 

B״ It strengthened the perception by these organizations and the general 
community of the motivations impelling Zionist affiliation today - the 
Je rusa lem Programme, the modern renewal of Brandeis ' s c lass ic call to 
"stand up and be counted", and the promise of the Zionist Federation itself״ 

C. The AZF and i ts constituent organizations intend to step up their 
e f for ts to enlist additional individuals for the Zionist movement between 
the end of the Mifkad and June 30th, when our election ros t e r will be closed, 
and throughout the coming year as we prepare for the forthcoming World 
Zionist Congress and for the Second National Convention of the Federation 
in 1972״ 
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LATIN AMERICA 

In mos t count r ies , the Membership Drive began on t ime . The complex 
polit ical and economic situation in South Amer ica a lso made i ts influence 
fe l t in the Drive, a s mos t Jews were d i s t r e s s e d with fundamental p rob lems־ 
It is important to s ta te that the Jewish population in Latin Amer ica does not 
feel itself sufficiently wel l - rooted in the a r e a and the re fo re i t does not p e r m i t 
itself manifes ta t ions of Jewish and Zionist so l idar i ty to the extent that we know 
in other countr ies־ On the other hand, the Jews in Latin Amer ica do not 
r e g a r d themse lves as a completely al ien element־ Hence the i r tendency to 
integrate into local society and their re t icence to display any manifes ta t ion 
that may be cons idered as "dual loyalty"־ ־ ־ 

The youth had scant success in ca r ry ing out the Membership Drive and only 
in the mos t r e s t r i c t e d c i rc les־ 

In these conditions, intensive work was c a r r i e d out and even if the r e s u l t s 
were much more m e a g r e than des i r ab le , they w e r e the f ru i t of the e f fo r t of 
local w o r k e r s , led by e m i s s a r i e s f r o m Israel־ 

In Buenos Ai res , a conference of the younger generat ion was held on the 
ideological c lar i f ica t ion , in which active w o r k e r s f r o m mos t of the Latin 
American countr ies took par t־ 

The Membership Drive Committee sent a special delegation to Lat in Amer i ca , 
in which r ep re sen t a t i ve s of the var ious organisa t ions were included. 

ARGENTINA 

The Jewish population amounts to 500, 000 (including 360, 000 in Buenos Ai res ) . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

In April , the Signature f o r m was issued and a br ief ing given to Jewish 
organisat ions on how to opera te . A cent ra l commit tee fo r the Drive was 
es tabl ished as a bas i s for the adminis t ra t ive machinery . On the Commit tee 
were the P res iden t of the Zionist Federa t ion in Argentina, the Sec re t a ry , 
the two T r e a s u r e r s , the Direc tor , a r ep resen ta t ive of the Youth Confederat ion 
and a represen ta t ive of the T r e a s u r e r of the Jewish Agency. Represen ta t ives 

25 



IDENTIFIOUESE 
CON 

I S R A E L ! ! ! 

AFILIESE A LA 
O R G A N I Z A C I O N 

S I O N I S T A 
1 9 7 0 ANO Di LA AFILIACION PERSONAL 

ORGANIZACION SIONISTA ARGENTINA 



of provincial ci t ies took pa r t in regional meetings for organising the 
operations. A meeting was also organised of about 100 active workers of 
various organisations who were harnessed for work for the Drive. On the 
eve of the launching of the campaign, all the active workers met in Cordoba. 
Every person who signed the Je rusa lem Programme was provided with a 
l e t t e r confirming his membership of the Movement. 

All members of the special delegation to Latin America visited Argentina and 
their visit served as a stimulus to stepping up the operation. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Information bulletins were published containing mater ia l on the Drive. 
A large poster was issued that announced: "Identification with Is rae l י-
Register as a Member of the Zionist Organisation", The pos ter was 
distributed in all the p laces where there is Jewish activity. The local p r e s s 
also helped in information work and piblished ar t ic les on the Drive. A number 
of special bulletins J was issued giving a repor t of the Drive 's p rog re s s . 

On the State of I s r ae l ' s 22nd Independence Day, conferences of Jewish newsmen 
were convened and the question of an appeal to Argentinian Jewry to join the 
campaign was ra i sed . 

The month of October was declared "Membership Drive Month" and l e t t e r s 
were sent to 74 bodies and organisations asking them to join the Drive. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

A pamphlet was published on the subject: "Zionism in ;the 1970's" by Dov 
Bar -Ni r . In a special l e t t e r , there were answers to 14 questions on the 
need for the Membership Drive and ways to implement it . 

The local community magazine "Raices", which has a large circulation, devoted 
space to the campaign in every one of i ts i s sues . Delegates of the Organization 
Department in Buenos Aires issued appropriate pamphlets on subjects 
connected with the ideological clarif icat ion. 

A special body was set up for work among the youth in the ideological f ield. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
The Membership Drive succeeded in infil trating into the two Jewish spor ts 
clubs, "Hebraica" and "Hakoach", which until then had opposed any Zionist 
activity. Many local Jews are members of these clubs. At "Hakoach" , 
special tables for Membership Drive Recruitment were even se t aside. 
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The special p rob lems in Argentina der ive f r o m the loose s t ruc tu re of the 
exist ing Jewish organisat ions and the dear th of active w o r k e r s . As a r e su l t , 
wide sect ions of the public were not reached . The economic c r i s i s that 
affected the country also great ly influenced the outcome of the Drive. 

The main worke r s devoted maximum t ime and energy in an e f for t to save the 
Jewish Educational network, which was on the verge of economic col lapse. 

The fac t that Zionist work, which in recent y e a r s had been para lysed , revived, 
should be regarded as a .s t r ik ing achievement. 

BOLIVIA 

The Jewish population amounts to 4, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The campaign began at the end of May, with a meeting of all the Jewish 
organisat ions invited by the Federat ion. At this meeting, it was decided 
that the Federa t ion would constitute the headquar te rs of the Drive . 
A few months l a t e r , in October, a complicated political si tuation a rose 
that led to the stoppage of the campaign. A rec ru i tmen t f o r m was issued 
and 250 s ignatures were gathered on a persona l bas i s . 

BRAZIL 

The Jewish population amounts to 150, 000 (including 65, 000 in Sao Paulo 
and 50, 000 in Rio), 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The special poli t ical c i rcumstances caused vacillation among the local 
Jewish leadersh ip as r e g a r d s the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e . There were 
long discuss ions before agreement was reached to c a r r y out the Drive. 
It consequently began la te . Also a long t ime passed until the es tabl ishment 
of a special National Committee and the sett ing up of local commi t t ees . 
As a r e su l t , the following changes were made in the wording of the J e r u s a l e m 
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P r o g r a m m e : the word "cen t ra l i ty" was rep laced by "or ig in" . In Art ic le 2, 
it was wri t ten: The r e tu rn of the Jewish people in i ts h i s tor ic homeland, the 
Land of I s r a e l " . Committees were set up on a personal bas i s and not 
according to a polit ical pa r ty fo rmula . 

A very a t t ract ive r ec ru i tmen t f o r m was i s sued . Well-designed acceptance 
f o r m s were also published and were provided to every s ignatory in r e t u r n 
f o r the payment of a membersh ip f ee . 

The work of the Drive was mainly c a r r i e d out in home study c i r c l e s 
organised by the var ious bodies and inst i tut ions, mainly Women 's Organisat ions . 

Extensive information work was c a r r i e d out in synagogues. The e m i s s a r i e s f r o m 
I s rae l and m e m b e r s of the Committee reached p laces and communi t ies which 
had until then been removed and cut off f r o m any ideological, Zionist work . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Information work regard ing the Membership Drive was c a r r i e d out in the 
pages of the Jewish community pape r , "Romo". 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

A pamphlet was published cal led "Thoughts about Membership of the Zionist 
Movement". 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The main problem in convincing Jews to sign the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e 
resu l ted f r o m the anxiety at the s t rong r eg ime there and the ex t r eme 
nationalist e lements in i t . 

The fact that a newspaper cal led "Romo" began to appear , which was sen t to 
eve ry signatory and dis t r ibuted widely, should be r ega rded a s a p a r t i c u l a r 
achievement . 

CHILE 

The Jewish population amounts to 35, 000 (including 30, 000 in Santiago). 
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PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Drive was s t a r t ed on I s r a e l ' s 22nd Independence Day. 

The Federa t ion appointed a special commit tee , on which t h e r e w e r e 
r ep resen ta t ives of all the communi t ies , the Zionist poli t ical p a r t i e s and 
general organisa t ions . 

A r ec ru i tmen t f o r m was i s sued . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 
Information and ideological ma te r i a l was published in the Federa t ion 
journal , "Mundo Judio", including p i c t u r e s of the Communi ty ' s l e a d e r s 
signing the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e . An informat ion a r t i c l e on the Drive 
appeared in every one of the jou rna l ' s new edit ions. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The ideological c lar i f ica t ion was dealt with in special c i r c l e s . 
Information ma te r i a l on the subject of Zionism was published in Chile 
before the conference of the younger generat ion. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

After the access ion of Allende to power, the campaign was stopped fo r 
unders tandable r e a s o n s . Recently, work has been r e s u m e d . A s t r ik ing 
achievement was the extensive publicity the Drive rece ived until work was 
halted. 

COLOMBIA 

The Jewish population amounts to 10, 000 concentrated in the four ma in 
c i t i e s . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

An e m i s s a r y of the Committee operated in two of the main c i t i e s . The work 
was mainly organised in Bogota, where the "Centra l Zionist Commit tee of 
Bogota" was set up. 
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INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The drive was publicised in the t r ansmis s ions of the "Hebrew Hour" on the 
local radio״ Mater ia l despatched by the Committee in J e r u s a l e m was 
dis t r ibuted through the post״ 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The above-mentioned commit tee succeeded in convening the active w o r k e r s 
of all the organisat ions fo r joint d iscuss ions on ideological i s sues  A special ״
e m i s s a r y helped on ideological m a t t e r s f o r six weeks and at the same t ime 
the work of r ec ru i tmen t was conducted״ 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The absence of a Zionist organisat ion and the a tmosphere of apathy that 
exis ted mainly in Bogota hampered the work of the campaign. This was also 
t rue of the young generat ion, in the absence of a p roper Student 's organisation״ 

ECUADOR 

The Jewish population amounts to 2, 000. 

There i s no Zionist organisat ion in the country. The Drive was c a r r i e d 
out by Rabbi Leon Albin, who despatched l e t t e r s to every family , with a 
s ignature f o r m attached, decorated with v e r s e s f r o m the Bible. 

MEXICO 

The Jewish population amounts to 36, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

Even before the Committee in J e r u s a l e m was organised, an at tempt to c a r r y 
out a drive was made, but it proved abort ive, because it did not win the 
support of the m e m b e r s of the Jewish Agency's Executive. 
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When the Drive s tar ted, the Federation was almost completely paralysed״ 
Consequently, various organisations made the demand for the establishment 
of another f ramework, but the Federation did not respond to it . 

Executive member , J . KLarman, was requested to be present at the 
discussions preceding the opening of the Drive, but they did not produce any 
resu l t s . There were also problems about setting up the Drive Committee, 
and when finally one was set up with the agreement of all the organisations, 
it immediately disintegrated. 

The Chairman of the Zionist General Council, Mr. Ehud Avriel, came and 
t r ied to establ ish a committee - was authorised to do so, with the 
agreement of representa t ives of the organisations, set up such a 
Committee, but only a few days la ter , the Federation announced its refusal 
to recognise it and the status quo ante was res to red . 

The differences of opinion were over the following :question: one section, the 
leaders of the political par t ies , demanded that the Drive be conducted within 
the f ramework of the Federation, while the other section resolutely opposed 
the granting of hegemony to the Federation. 

Both par t ies mentioned above printed and distributed recrui tment fo rms for the 
Drive. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Material on the campaign was consistently published in the three Jewish 
newspapers, two in Yiddish and one in Spanish״ 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

Lectures were conducted on the importance of the campaign. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The problem in organising the operation resulted f rom the dispute between 
the leadership of the Federation that included the organisations: the Union of 
General Zionists, the Zionist Labour Movement, Herut-Hatzohar and Mizrachi; 
the Front, which included the Sephardi Zionist Federation, Mapam, the 
Confederation of General Zionists and a number of youth movements and 
Women's organisations. 

At the end of January, the Jewish Agency Executive decided that every 
organisation that had been represented in the Committee set .׳n by Mr. 
Avriel (see above) was eligible to ca r ry out the drive separately. This 
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authority was a lso given to every other recognised Jewish organisa t ion . The 
worke r s ca r ry ing out the Drive separa te ly had to demand fulfi lment ' of a numher of 
conditions: (a) recognit ion of the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e ; (b) the submiss ion 
of a reques t fo r membersh ip of the Zionist Movement of Mexico; (c) payment 
of membersh ip f e e s . 

After much e f fo r t and many discuss ions , the r ep re sen t a t i ve s of the two above-
mentioned bodies - The Federa t ion and the Fron t - were joined together in 
one Committee that worked for the Drive and the p repara t ion of elect ions״ 

PARAGUAY 

The Jewish population amounts to 1, 200״ 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Drive s ta r ted late״ After ma te r i a l r ece ived f r o m the Commit tee was 
dis t r ibuted, r ec ru i tmen t was begun. Signatures were conducted at one big. 
meeting״ 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

In the wake of the Drive, the Zionist Federa t ion was rees tab l i shed , mainly 
f r o m among the younger generat ion. 

PERU 

The Jewish population amounts to 4, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

There was a radical change in the composit ion of the Zionist Federa t ion 
to c a r r y out the Drive, which was officially opened in August. A guide f o r 
prac t ica l work and a r ec ru i tmen t f o r m were i ssued together with a l e t t e r . 
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The young generat ion proved to be the driving f ac to r . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Mater ia l on the Drive was published in the Jewish paper , "Nost ro Mondo" 
and the Federa t ion ' s journal "Ecos" 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

A day semina r was held fo r Zionist Movement worke r s on the ideological 
c lar i f ica t ion and execution of the Campaign, with the par t ic ipat ion of the 
e m i s s a r y f r o m Argentina. 

The var ious organisa t ions held information meet ings and ideological 
ma te r i a l sent f r o m the Committee in I s rae l was d isseminated . 

A special day semina r was held f o r the p repara t ion and t ra in ing of campaign 
w o r k e r s . The subject d i scussed was "Methodology of Conducting the Drive 
and the way to Disseminate Propaganda and Ideological Ma te r i a l " , 

URUGUAY 

The Jewish population amounts to 54, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Action Committee included the active worke r s of the Zionist Federa t ion 
and represen ta t ives of the major i ty of Jewish organisa t ions . All the e m i s s a r i e s 
f r o m Is rae l were p r e sen t at the meeting at which the Committee was set up, 
and i ts tasks defined and i ts methods of operation de termined. Two commit tees 
were establ ished: one f o r the work of canvassing s ignatures and the second 
fo r information. The Committee included 17 people: r epresen ta t ives of the 
youth, the communi t ies , schools , Bnai Bri t , the Aliya Movement, the 
Hebraica Club, e tc . 

The l eade r s of the Zionist Federa t ion , headed by the P res iden t , personal ly 
took pa r t in house- to-house visi ts to r ec ru i t s ignator ies fo r the J e r u s a l e m 
P r o g r a m m e . 
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At the Yavneh re l igious school, all the pa ren t s who came to r e g i s t e r their 
chi ldren fo r the new school yea r were r ec ru i t ed . 

In September, the dr ive was launched among the youth. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 
The Drive was publicised both in the local Jewish P r e s s and in the t r ansmiss ions 
of the "Hebrew Hour" on the local radio . The ma te r i a l sent f r o m headquar te r s 
in J e rusa l em provided not a l i t t le a ss i s t ance . 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

A day seminar was held in which about 100 Zionist Organisat ion workers 
par t ic ipated. Apart f r o m this , many meet ings were conducted. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The e m i s s a r i e s f r o m I s rae l worked as one, with full coordination between them 
and with the local Commit tee . The full mobil isat ion of the m e m b e r s of the 
Zionist leadership to prac t ica l work can be r ega rded as a s t r iking achievement. 
They succeeded in c rea t ing an a tmosphere among the Jewish population that 
the Drive was the main event of the y e a r . 

VENEZUELA 

The Jewish population amounts to 12, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Drive was launched at the s t a r t of the Jewish New Year . The Zionist 
Organization in the country is well organised and the leading personal i t ies 
were ha rnessed to the campaign 's operat ion. 

The Students Organisat ion, which is affi l iated to and active in the Zionist 
Federat ion, joined the Drive . Also, severa l intellectual c i r c l e s aided 
the campaign. 

Before the Drive s t a r t ed , the sys tem of individual membersh ip existed in 
the Zionist Federa t ion; the re fo re the Membership Drive constituted a 
continuation of the f o r m e r work, but with more pep. 
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INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Nearly all the m e m b e r s of the Jewish Community rece ived l e t t e r s persona l ly 
or a collective appeal״ The local Zionist Federa t ion journal gave a lot of 
publicity to the Drive״ 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

In the months of August-September 1970, special meet ings were convened 
for ideological c la r i f ica t ion . Another s e r i e s of l e c tu re s was organised 
towards the end of the Drive. Ideological c la r i f ica t ion work and r e c r u i t m e n t 
were combined. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The work of the Drive fo rmed a s t imulus fo r Zionist activity, in a way that 
had not previously exis ted in Caracas . 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

The Jewish population amounts to 5 ,650 , detai led as fol lows: Guatemala , 
1, 500, El Salvador 300, Honduras 150, Costa Rica 1, 500, Nicaragua 200 and 
Panama 2, 000. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The main e m i s s a r y worked in all the Central Amer ican count r ies and acted 
to p repare the groundwork fo r the opening of the Drive . He even took pains 
to distr ibute informat ion l e t t e r s to the l e a d e r s of all the organisa t ions . 

In Panama, a vocal newspaper and "round table" d iscuss ions were held on 
problems of the Membership Drive. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

It should be r e m e m b e r e d that apar t f r o m Guatemala and El Salvador, the 
other countr ies did not p o s s e s s a Zionist Federa t ion and this made the 
organisation and operat ion of the Drive m o r e diff icult . 

There was a considerable achievement in Costa Rica , where the Zionist 

39 



Youth Movement bore the brunt of the campaign and succeeded in 
recrui t ing many youth and adults. 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Despite the difficulties mentioned above, there was a considerable achievement 
in that over 15% of the Jewish population joined the Drive. 
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AUSTRIA 

The Jewish population amounts to 8,200 (most of them a r e concentra ted 
in Vienna). 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Zionist Federa t ion in this country organised the opening of the dr ive , 
severa l months before the Drive was dec lared throughout the wor ld . 

Special attention to the Drive was devoted by the Mizrachi Movement. 
One of their e m i s s a r i e s came f r o m I s rae l and within a for tnight , he 
personal ly collected about 200 s ignatures in Vienna. 

The Jewish students organisat ion was also very active in the Drive . At 
the i r annual bal l , they conducted a signing-up operat ion and r ec ru i t ed 
some 60 new m e m b e r s . 

Knesset Member Yitzhak Korn and Yosef Bankover of I s r ae l f r o m the 
Labour Zionist Movement helped the Drive . It should be mentioned 
that Bnai Bri t appealed to i ts m e m b e r s to join the Zionist Federa t ion . 
As for Wizo, only the Executive of Wizo-Aviv par t ic ipa ted in the campaign. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The Drive had severa l means and organs at i t s disposal : the dis t r ibut ion of 
pos t e r s and the despatch of f o r m s through the pos t , announcements in the 
P r e s s , public l e c tu r e s , pa r t i e s and home v i s i t s . 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Special importance was attached to the Drive in Aus t r ia f o r two r ea sons : 
(a) in the pas t , the Zionist Federa t ion had been "pure" - and membersh ip 
in it had been collect ive, i . e . organisat ions and poli t ical p a r t i e s - and 
a f te r the campaign, the Federa t ion became "mixed" and it now has seve ra l 
hundred m e m b e r s as well on a personal and non-par ty bas i s , (b) If in 
the past , the Zionist Federa t ion operated solely in Vienna, today i t has 
expanded i ts f ield of work to provincial c i t ies as wel l . The Membersh ip 
Drive strengthened the Federa t ion . A branch was founded in Salzburg and 
about a th i rd of the Jewish population in the city joined i t . 
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RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

In Aust r ia , the number of s ignator ies exceeded the t a rge t . The re la t ive 
succes s mus t l a rge ly be ascr ibed to the Federa t ion ' s Secre tary and the 
appearance of e m i s s a r i e s and l e c t u r e r s f r o m I s r ae l . 

FRANCE 

The Jewish population amounts to 535, 000 (including 300, 000 in P a r i s , 
65, 000 in Marse i l l e s , 25,000 in Lyons, 20,000 in Toulouse and Nice and 
14, 000 in St rasbourg) . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

During the l a s t f ive y e a r s , there has been a m a s s immigrat ion of Jews f r o m 
North Afr ican coun t r i es . Membership of a Jewish community is f r e e and 
only a smal l sect ion of F rench Jews have joined any community body or 
any general Jewish or Zionist organisat ion. 

The Membership Drive Committee in F rance was already set up in June 1970, 
but work only began at the end of 1970. The es tabl ishment of the cent ra l dr ive 
commit tee in F rance was preceded by p ro t r ac ted discuss ions in which the 
represen ta t ive of the Chairman of the Zionist Executive in F r a n c e , a delegate 
of the Organization Department , m e m b e r s of the Zionist General Council 
and rep resen ta t ives of all the Zionist organisat ions in the country took pa r t . 
On the initiative of the representa t ive and with the help of the Action Bureau, which 
in fact const i tutes the French Zionist Federa t ion ' s t empora ry leadersh ip , the 
above-mentioned dr ive committee was se t up. 

Represented on the Drive Committee were : the Action Bureau, m e m b e r s of the 
Zionist General Council living in F rance , r ep resen ta t ives of all the Zionist 
organisat ions and soc ie t ies , including both the political pa r t i e s and non- . 
poli t ical associa t ions in F rance and r ep resen ta t ives of the Organization and 
Information Department. 

At a l a t e r date, a number of community bodies decided to join the 
Membership Drive, including: the Central Jewish Welfare Fund and the 
Department for Youth Education (DE JJ) , and the organisat ion of Jewish 
Scouts which exp re s sed their des i re to take pa r t in the elections to the 
World Zionist Congress and elections to national and local execut ives . 
This fact p roves that the pres t ige of the Zionist movement has r i s e n in the 
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opinion of French Jewry. 

The Central Committee of the Membership Drive worked in full cooperation 
with the Action Bureau. In order to improve the image of the Zionist 
Federation, it was decided to change i ts name to the Zionist Movement of 
France . In order to s treamline the organisational and information work, 
the Jewish communities in France were divided into ten regions. Members 
of the Central Committee of the Membership Drive were placed at their 
head. In addition, committees were set up in all the a reas and a considerable 
number of local committees in the suburbs of Pa r i s , provincial cit ies and in 
nearly every place where Jews live. 

The Zionist Executive in Je rusa lem, the World Committee for the Membership 
Drive and the Department of Organization and Information contributed a great 
deal to the p rogress of the operation in France . In the period under review, 
they visited France , for internal discussions on the central institutions and 
for appearances at public meetings, symposia and even in home study c i rc les 
all over the country, in the capital, i ts suburbs and in provincial cities as well. 

A number of Zionist functionaries and well known local personali t ies took par t 
in the recrui tment of new members . The emissa r i e s f r o m Israel participated 
with all their energy in organisation and information work in the Membership 
Drive. A central representat ive of the Organisation and Information Department 
in France and emissa r i e s in various communities devoted most of their time 
to this operation. 

The Aliya movement in France and Hebrew Ulpan Teachers played a pa r t in 
the work of the campaign. Under a special agreement, Wizo was allowed to 
conduct an independent operation among its members . A special committee 
was set up for work among Yiddish speaking people. 

The l is t of signatories of the Jerusa lem Programme was prepared through 
a computer, according to locality and age groups. This l is t will enable the 
procurement of a complete picture of the new composition of the Zionist 
Movement in France and to prepare the forthcoming elections to the Zionist 
Congress and national and local elections. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

P r e s s - All the Jewish newspapers in France , both in P a r i s and provincial 
ci t ies, published ar t ic les on the Membership Drive and attached f o r ms for 
participation in the Membership campaign. Specially worthy of mention a re 
the papers "La Ter re RetrouvSe", "Information Juive", "La Tribune Juive", 
"Unzer Wort", etc . The f i r s t two issued a special edition devoted to the 
Membership Drive in December 1970. 
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Also deserving a special mention, is the influence that the Manifesto of 
P r ime Minister , Golda Meir , to French Jewry and the manifesto of the 
Chairman of the Zionist Executive, L. A. Pincus, had. A le t t e r was also 
distributed to French Zionist Organisations by the head of the Organization 
and Information Department, Avraham Schenker. The manifesto sent by 
both new and veteran immigrants in Is rae l of French origin to French Jewry 
also had a positive influence״ 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

Day seminars were held in P a r i s in June 1970 and March 1971, in order 
to prepare the Drive properly and for the purpose of the ideological 
clarification״ 

The departments of the Jewish Agency in France - Immigrat ion, Education 
and Culture and Torah Education - organised a number of meetings in 
Pa r i s , in which the importance of the drive was s t ressed״ The Central 
Committee for Aliya and the Aliya Movement organised a "Moshav month" 
and this operation was combined with work for recrui t ing new m e m b e r s in 
the drive. 

It should be mentioned that the work for the drive caused f ie rce debates in 
all Jewish c i rc les , among those that accepted the Je rusa lem Prog ramme and 
those who rejected it״ 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The "Ziona" Organisation operated par t icular ly in synagogues, mainly during 
Rosh Hashanah״ Its work was crowned with success and led to over 5, 000 
new members joining the Zionist movement״ 

A considerable number of Jewish officials who had previously stayed out of 
the organised Zionist camp and other Jewish personal i t ies who had not 
belonged to any community f ramework, joined the drive״ 

The work of information and organisation embraced all a r eas of the country. 
The Zionist branches that existed before the Membership Drive, were 
strengthened in quantity and quality. A large number of new branches are 
about to be organised. The grea tes t and most important problem, which 
requi res a speedy solution, even before the next Zionist Congress , is the 
formulation of a new and up-to-date p rogramme for the new Zionist 
branches, a programme that can a t t ract and interes t the new m e m b e r s of the 
Zionist movement. 

To sum up: the Membership Drive in France succeeded beyond all our 
expectations. 
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GERMANY 

The Jewish population tota ls 30, 000 (including 6, 000 in Berl in) . 

As long as Jews r ema in in Germany, e f fo r t s will have to be devoted to them 
in o rde r to save the young generat ion and c r ea t e a Zionist f r amework for it 
with content and meaning. 

It should be pointed out that many o ld - t ime r s a r e faithful to the movement , but 
the i r way of thinking and operat ion a r e quite fore ign to the younger generat ion 
and the youth. So f a r , a new band of young l eade r s has not yet a r i s en on which 
re l i ance can be placed and there i s a long way yet to go. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Drive in the Federa l German Republic, including West Ber l in , was 
conducted by the Te r r i t o r i a l Zionist Federa t ion and other organisat ions 
connected with it , e . g . the Youth Council, the Students Organisat ion and 
Wizo. Not all of them took pa r t in the campaign to the degree and extent 
r equ i r ed . 

Main events in the f r amework of the Drive were organised by the 12 branches 
of the Zionist Organisation: including Berl in , Munich, Hamburg, Dusseldorf , 
Es sen and Nuremberg . L e c t u r e r s were also sent to smal l towns, such as 
Wiesbaden, which do not as yet have a Zionist branch. 

M r . Simha Dvir spent severa l weeks in Ber l in , and Munich and his miss ion 
produced good r e s u l t s , especial ly in Berl in where about 800 m e m b e r s were 
r e g i s t e r e d in a Jewish population of about 6, 000 people. 

Several communi t ies did not take pa r t in the dr ive at all . Others , such as 
Dusse ldorf , played their ful l pa r t . The Secre ta ry of the community in 
Ber l in placed i ts adminis t ra t ive machinery and building at the disposal of 
M r . Dvir, who organised the Drive on the spot. 

The mos t effect ive method was personal contact: an informative talk 
preceding s ignature . The activity of Wizo and i t s m e m b e r s only helped the 
campaign in a few p laces , such as Hamburg. Students also aided the Drive, 
but there were many r e f u s a l s to sign the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e . 
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP OF THE ZIONIST 

FEDERATION WILL MAKE YOU A 

PARTNER IN THE FOLLOWING 

ACTIVITIES :־ 

• Jewish Day Schools through the Z. F. 
Educational Trust 

• Public Relation• Work and informatlor 

• Adult Hebrew Education, Cultural 
Seminars and Lecture Courses 

• Promotion of Tourism 

• Aliyah and Chalutziut 

• Fund-Raisins and other support 
for Israel 

• Shnat/Sherut - a year of service 
in Israel 

• Assistance to Ollm In Isfael through 
pwrv offices-In Tel AyNj Jerusalem 
and Haifa 

• Economic Activity by encouraging 
trade and investment 

• Students and Youth Movements. 

IN RUSSIA, THE 
COST IS 15 YEARS 
HARD LABOUR! 
In Britain it is a privilege 

to be a Zionist 
Stand up and be counted with 

thousands oi other men and women 
who keHere in the unity of the Jewish 
people, the centratity of b r a d , and 
the need for active, personal com-

ft Join Your local Zionist Society or be 
:mrdtt direct annual subscriber to' the! 

' i t Federation b y completing this' 
a n d returning it to Lord Janner, 

< Rex House, 4-12 Regent Street 
tdon, S.W.I . 

"STAND UP AND BE COUNTED" 

I desire to -show my solidarity with 
Israel and support the " Jerusalem 

. Programme". 

Mr./Mre./Miss . 

Address 

*XslSPkĉeNp 

w h o c a n join? 
how c a n i Join? 

Every Jew 18 years and over who subscr ibes to the Jerusalem Pro• 
gramme, is a resident of Austral ia and contr ibutes to the National 
Funds (U.I.A. and JNF) can become a member of the Zionist Federa-
tion of Australia. 
Post your application form today today to the State Zionist Counci l 
in the State of your residence. 

STATE ZIONIST COUNCILS 

Stat• Zionist Council 0( Victoria* 
584 St. Kilda Road. Melbourne. 3004 
Phone: 51-6921 
State Sonfet Council «r HMtm AvatraMa, 
399 Wellington Street. Perth. 6000 
Phone: 233989 

State Zionist Council 0( H.S.W.. 
140 Darliqihurst Road. Darlinghurst, 2010 
Phone: 31-6668 
State Zionist Councff of Queensland, 
3rd Floor, 144 Adelaide Street. Brisbane. 4000 
Phone: 2-8466 

State Bontt Council of N4.W., 
140 Darflrwburst Road. Oarllnghurst, 2010 
Phone: 3138S8 

 הפדרציה הציונית באוסטרליה מיו וילנד

\ MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION and DECLARATION 

l/We herewith dedare that I/we accept the "Jerusalem Prog rem me" and wish to be 
. enrolled as » member(*) of the World Zionist Organisation through the Zionist Federation 

of Australia and New Zeelend. Please enrol me/us at a member(s) of the State Zionist 
: Council of 

What BENEFITS does a member receive? 
As a member of the World Zionist Organization, through the Zioqist 
Federation of Australia, you will be entitjed to the fol lowing privileges: 
• to vote in the election of Austral ia 's delegates to the World Congress 

of the Zionist Organization next Congress in 1971); 
• to be nominated and stand, if you wish, for election to any executive 

position in the Zionist Counci ls, Federation or other central bodies of 
the Zionist Movement in Austral ia; 

• to form, together with other non-party members, a non-party Zionist 
Organization with representation on the State Zionist Council, Zionist 
Federation, etc., thereby having a direct influence on its activit ies 
and policies; 

• to participate in group and affinity tours to Israel and overseas 
countr ies at specially reduced rates of travel; 

• to receive copies of Zionist publications and information materia I, 
invitations and, at times, preference for bookings, for functions, etc.; 

• to receive a MEMBERSHIP CARD which will serve as an 
INTRODUCTION to Zionist and Jewish Communa l Organizat ions 
all over the world and to receive special courtes ies ana assistance 
f rom them. 

S«f« plan• All in on• of tha ortantMtiona, '•••> IZ0. Mltrachl. etc.. or writ• "dlraet non-party"•) 

For Membership Fee Enclosed 1h • Cheque • 
On plae• of th• annual psymant 0( th• •halt•)) 

50 cents for each member enrolling. 



INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The operation was ca r r ied out af ter thorough preparation: the despatch of c i rcu lars , 
the publication of announcements and ar t ic les in the p r e s s . It should be mentioned 
that the publication of announcements did not bring any benefit, but influenced many 
non-Jews to come and express their readiness to sign. . . of course , they were 
not accepted and they were directed to the Is rael -German Friendship 
League. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The pamphlet "Zionism - The Jewish Liberation Movement" by Yaakov Tsur 
was published־ It was the f i r s t ideological, Zionist publication to appear in 
Germany for thir ty-five years״ 

The day seminars held in Basle (in September) and Sewernheim (in February) 
had a great influence on the Drive's p rog res s . 

CONCLUSIONS AND RESULTS 

The aim of the Drive was to include about 10% of the Jewish population in Germany, 
of which about 25, 000 are organised in communities. * 
Although the Zionist Federation in Germany was based on individual membership, 
the number of members in the movement was not known. Many branches were 
dormant. They did not have membership f i les . The link with Wizo was also 
weak. 

Since the resu l t s of the Drive were very different in various places, the obvious 
conclusion is that a great deal is dependent on the local people: in Berlin, for 
example, it reached a fa i r ly large percentage of the population, but in other 
places, the drive was a fa i lure . A great deal is also dependent on the 
attitude of the community leadership. In places, where they cooperated, such 
as Berlin, the resul ts were be t te r . A certain category of fo rmer Is rae l i s 
(Yordim), both in Germany and Austria, who can be described as "positive 
types" with a Zionist conscience, helped in the work of the Drive and their 
help should not be re jec ted or under-es t imated. Of course, they should not 
be placed at the head of the movement. Personal appeals had a great 
influence as did big functions, which in themselves were successful . The 
investment of "donkey work" Was shown to be more effective than the investment 
of money. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 

The Jewish population amounts to 410, 000 (including 280, 000 in London and 
the r e s t in 45 smal le r towns)־ 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

A comprehensive national campaign of this cha rac t e r has not been held f o r 
y e a r s in this country. Never the less , the feel ing is that m o r e could be done 
and it is their intention to continue working sys temat ica l ly , even a f t e r the 
end of the Drive. The Zionist Federa t ion of the United Kingdom i s built 
on the membersh ip of organisat ions who a re affi l iated as a body, such as the 
student organisat ion, I . U . J . F . , and on individual member sh ip . 

The drive was conducted independently by the Zionist Federa t ion of the 
United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, which set up a special commit tee for the 
purpose, and by the Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi . At a l a t e r s tage , Heru t -
Hatzohar, a body which has just s t a r ted operat ing, en te red the f ie ld 
independently as well. Many act ivi t ies were organised by the Wizo women, 
the youth and the polit ical p a r t i e s . 

The Drive was officially opened in October at a meet ing in which gues t 
speakers appeared . The Membership Drive of the Zionist Federa t ion , like i t s 
other act ivi t ies , suf fered a severe setback when the General Sec re t a ry , 
Mr . Lavy Bakstansky, died. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The methods of operation adopted were : a postal campaign, v i s i t s f r o m 
house to house and a s e r i e s of conferences and meet ings . Both the Federa t ion 
and Mizrachi published a lot of ma t e r i a l appropr ia te f o r the U. K. and s imi l a r ly 
used the ma te r i a l despatched to them f r o m the Committee in J e r u s a l e m . 
About 60, 000 leaf le t s were sent out and the Drive gained thfe appropr ia te amount 
of publicity by this means . 

In addition, every home rece ived an appeal signed by L o r d J a n n e r . Another 
manifesto signed by 50 Jewish persona l i t i es was published in the Jewish p r e s s 
when the Membership Drive was opened. 
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IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The main work was c a r r i e d out at regional meetings convened in London and 
i t s suburbs and the outlying big c i t ies . These meet ings were attended by 
thousands of people and afforded an opportunity of disseminat ing the Zionist 
case in depth. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

At the height of the Drive, the postal appeal brought in up to 50 new enrolments 
every day. The postal s t r ike , which broke out severa l weeks a f t e r the s t a r t 
of the campaign, severe ly hindered the rec ru i tment of s igna tures , which was 
mainly c a r r i e d out through the post and made it difficult to notify the community 
of mee t ings . 

Nonetheless, in the per iod of the Drive there was organisat ional and ideological 
work, on a scale unprecedented in Bri ta in . 

GREECE 

The Jewish population amounts to 6, 500. 

On June 7, 1970, the r ep resen ta t ives of all the Zionist b ranches throughout 
the country met in Athens. After a survey by the Chairman of the 
Federa t ion , delegates f r o m Is rae l lec tured on I s r a e l ' s political si tuation. 
An analysis was also made of the s ta te of the Zionist movement at the 
opening of the Membership Drive. After a s tormy discussion, it was decided 
to hold democra t ic e lect ions f o r the Federa t ion ' s executive in the autumn 
and meanwhile m a s s r eg i s t r a t ion into the ranks of the Zionist movement would 
be conducted. In October 1970, a general meeting was held of m e m b e r s o f 
the Federa t ion. About 100 member s took pa r t in the vote and seven young 
l e a d e r s (average age - 40) were elected to the new executive; none of them 
had previously served on the Federa t ion ' s bodies. 

A plan of action was worked out jointly fo r the year 1971/72. Its main aim 
was to achieve at l eas t 500 s ignatures on the 1968 J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e , 
with special emphas is on provincial towns and small se t t l ements . Other 
goals were : the holding of s emina r s and day s emina r s fo r the youth, 
organis ing a youth conference, v is i t s to I s r ae l , e tc . 
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HOLLAND 

The Jewish population amounts to 30, 000 (including 12, 000 in Amste rdam) . 

The Drive in Holland began by the Zionist Organisat ion, on a l imited 
sca le , before it was s ta r ted in the r e s t of the wor ld . 

Membership of the Zionist organizat ion he re i s founded on an individual 
bas i s and there i s an up- to -da te and complete c a r d index. At the end of 
1970, there w e r e 1, 600 m e m b e r s of the Zionist Organisat ion in Holland. 
In addition, the re w e r e about 90 Zionist s tudents out of a total youth 
movement (over the age of 18) of 230. The main purpose of the dr ive , 
t he re fo re , was not signing up veteran m e m b e r s , who a r e r e g i s t e r e d and pay 
membersh ip f ee s , but the acquisition of new m e m b e r s . 

A special e m i s s a r y , one of the veteran Dutch Zionists living in I s r ae l , who 
enjoys grea t p re s t i ge in Holland, was sent to augment the Drive and expand 
i t . He operated mainly in provincial c i t ies in the f r a m e w o r k of home study 
c i r c l e s , which proved to be the most eff icient means . The lack of 
cooperation f r o m a l a rge section of the students and youth was fe l t . 

At its annual conference , Wizo decided to oblige all i t s m e m b e r s to join the 
Zionist Organization individually. P r i o r to the adoption of this decision, 
only 350 Wizo m e m b e r s belonged to the Zionist Organizat ion. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 
1 

It should be noted that the Drive in Holland was thoroughly planned f r o m the 
ideological point of view as well . A special ideological s emina r was held 
fo r Drive worke r s , in Utrecht . 

IRELAND (EIRE) 

The Jewish population amounts to 5,400. 
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PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

After considerable initial difficulty, a special commit tee was se t up. 
It received help f r o m the Jewish Agency in London. The campaign was 
launched officially at a meet ing in Dublin in November . Women's and youth 
organisat ions helped the Drive. 

In the l a s t month, an e f fo r t was made to u s e the Wizo group, which had provided the 
main worke r s in the campaign, to place the Membership Drive in the centre 
of act ivi t ies . The house to house canvassing was a p repara t ion fo r the 
"Hebrew Women 's Week", which was held in the week May 16 - 23. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

A grea t deal of ma t e r i a l was sent through the pos t . During January and 
Februa ry , the re was house to house canvassing, organised by 10 regional 
commit tees . 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES TOWARDS THE END OF THE DRIVE 

At the beginning of the y e a r , p re fe rence was given to the work of the UIA. 
When these act ivi t ies had ended, the Drive had to be revived and the 
fes t iv i t ies of the 23rd Anniversary of the State of I s rae l were used for the 
purpose . 

ITALY 

The Jewish population amounts to 30, 000 (including 15, 000 in Rome, 5, 000 in 
Florence and 8, 000 in Milan). 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The drive in Italy began in January 1970 a f te r a meet ing of the responsible 
off ic ia ls among the var ious Zionist groups, with the aim of working out 
a plan of action on the bas i s existing in the var ious p laces . 

Af te rwards , the Chai rman of the Federa t ion sent an appeal to all the J e w s 
r eg i s t e r ed in I tal ian communi t ies . A special appeal was sent to Rabbis and 
the P re s iden t s of communi t ies . 
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Qennalo, 1970 

A P P E L L O 
a g l l E b r e i I t a l i a n ! p e r ! , A n n o d e l l ' A d e s l o n e S i o n i s t a 

Lo Stato d'Israeie continua ad essere impegnato in una prova di resistenza per giua-
gere finalmente ad essere riconosciuto dai suoi vicini come Stato indipendente e sovrano, 
con lo stesso diritto delle altre Nazioni all'esistenza ne! Medio Orienie. 

La situazione non 6 meno grave di quella del maggio 1967, sembra a im peggiorare, 
ed i nostri fratelli israeHani sono quotidianaraente sottoposti ad un impegno durissimo, 
aiateriale e psicologico, sulle linee di « cessate il fuoco >, ove troppi giovani imxnolano le 
loro vite preziose, ed all'mterno del Paese. 

Eppure anche molti Ebrei, che in quel terribile maggio si erano seotiti Del loro pit 
profondo, legati alia sorts delio Stato d'Israeie, sembrano ora dimenticarlo, ed all'inizio di 
questi anni 70, che si annunziano carichi di eventi, ci si rivolge contro ideaii per decenni 
considerati inattaccabili. Si attacca il Sionismo, se ne contesta il carattese di Movimento 
di Liberazione Nazionale — che pure e inseparabiie i a^x ideaii di giustizia sociale piu ele-
vati che possano alimentare i'ixnmaginazione di chiunque aspiri alia realizzazione dei diritti 
detl'uorao e sogni di una society migliore — e si attacca lo Stato di l&raele, dimenticando, 
fra I'altro, che ben differenti, da un punto di vista morale, sono i liraiti delta critica, ac-
cettabili da parte di chi si trova in prima iinea, ovunque nel Paese, e di chi invece se ne 
sta comodaraente a godere gli agi della cosiddetta society del benessere. 
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Di fronte a questi attacchi, di fronte alia realty di un popolo ebraico e di una genera• 
zione di giovani sempre piu spesso indifferent! ai valori delTEbraismo e del Sionismo ed 
in parte attirati da correnti diverse, il Coraitato d'Azione dell'Organizzazione Sionistica 
Mondiale ha deciso di lanciare una grande offensiva ideologica per conqai&tare sopratatto 
i giovani, sviluppando uno studio approfondito dell'essenza e dei metodi del Sionismo, alia 
luce delle enormi trasformazioni che s! sono prodotte, negli ultimi anni, nel popolo ebrai-
co delta Diaspora. 



In order to bring in as many members as possible for work on the drive, a 
comprehensive description of the campaign and the Organisation Committee 
was given to the delegates of the 15th National Congress of the Federation־ 
The drive constituted a main topic at the Congress״ 

During the f i r s t stage, s t r e s s was laid on information work: a special address , 
signed by the Pres idium of the Federation, with a copy of the Je rusa lem Programme 
and an explanatory le t ter on the methods of regis t ra t ion and membership of the 
Federation. The membership fee was fixed at 1, 500 l i r a for the head of a family 
and 300 l i r a for every additional member . 

Every person who signed membership fo r ms of the Zionist movement received 
a membership ca rd by r e t u r n of post . The work was ca r r i ed out by a special 
administrative body. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

A manifesto signed by well-known Israel i personal i t ies , such as Golda Meir , 
Yosef Tekoa, L. A. Pincus, Yitzhak Korn, was distributed and the speeches 
of Moshe Keller and Raanan Weitz. The Jewish p r e s s in Italy proved a great 
help in information work. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

In Florence, a day seminar was organised by the Presidium of the 
Federat ion 's Executive Committee. The Federation supported special 
initiatives, especially those which came f rom youth c i rc les working to revive 
the Zionist movement. In this connection, it is worthwhile mentioning the 
visit to Milan of a representat ive of the Information Centre of the Socialist 
Zionist Students in P a r i s . Discussions were also held with his participation 
with the pupils of the community's schools. This operation was successful״ 

The members of the Federat ion 's council also took par t in the ideological 
activit ies. The publication of the Zionist movement in this field received 
wide distribution. 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES TOWARDS THE END OF THE DRIVE 

As the end of the drive approached, all the active workers were called on to 
step up their e f for t s to increase the number of s ignatories . The members of 
the Federat ion 's council conducted personal activities, each in his own 
c i rc le . The work was done in various ways: meetings, despatch of personal 
l e t t e r s , e tc . 
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A special operat ion was c a r r i e d out among the m e m b e r s of the execut ives of 
Jewish and Zionist organisa t ions . 

The Federa t ion of I ta l ian-Jewish Youth, which at f i r s t had adopted the s tand 
of the WUJS and the Arad P r o g r a m m e in all that concerned the Census , 
changed i t s opinion, under the influence of var ious pa r t i e s , and cooperated on 
fee question of the Census״ 

SCANDINAVIA 

In the four Scandinavian countr ies , the ideological c la r i f ica t ion f o r m e d the main 
work of the Drive. In accordance with the sphe re s of in t e res t of the Jews in 
these count r ies , special s emina r s were organised concerning the ideological 
c lar i f ica t ion. Most of the par t ic ipants were local people, but the minor i ty 
came f r o m other a r e a s . 

Since there were a high percentage of Jews organised in the Zionist Organisat ion, 
the poss ib i l i t ies of recru i t ing new m e m b e r s were few. 

The prepara t ion work in these countr ies began in May 1970. A s e r i e s of 
decisions in pr inciple were adopted at national conventions in Sweden and 
Denmark, concerning the Membership Drive and the ideological c l a r i f i ca t ion . 

DENMARK 

The Jewish population amounts to 6, 000. This total does not include the 
Pol ish Jews who have a r r ived recent ly . Most of them a r e cen t red in 
Copenhagen. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

Only Wizo and Bnei Akiva took pa r t in the genera l e f fo r t . The Commit tee was 
composed of a delegate f r o m every organisa t ion, including non-Zionis t youth 
organisat ions , but the prac t ica l work was done by only th ree o r fou r people . 
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The UIA and the JNF w e r e a lso r ep resen ted on the Commit tee . The Shaliach of 
the Organization and Information and Youth and Hechalutz Depar tments helped a 
g r ea t deal . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY AND THE IDEOLOGICAL CLARIFICATION 

Greeting c a r d s , r ece ived f r o m our Committee, together with an Appeal in the 
Danish language and the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e (in Danish) w e r e sent to 
eve ry Jewish home. Guest l e c t u r e r s were organised, some in c inemas a f te r 
the screening of an I s r a e l i f i lm , o thers at meet ings in community cen t res 
and mainly in home study c i r c l e s and s e m i n a r s . At the end of eve ry lec ture , 
there was an opportunity to ask quest ions and a discuss ion developed. Many 
youth par t ic ipated in ideological s emina r s , mainly in home study c i r c l e s . 
The community magazine published a r t i c les and mani fes tos monthly. A 
"knock on the door" campaign was not conducted but s ignatures were collected 
a t meet ings convened for var ious events and through the pos t . 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The response in Denmark was quite poor, despite the many e f fo r t s of the 
Commit tee . This evaluation applies p r imar i ly as r e g a r d s the youth, who 
showed in te res t in I s rae l and r ead ines s to work fo r I s r ae l , but who were not 
p r e p a r e d to sign the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e . 

FINLAND 

The Jewish population amounts to 1, 450 (including 923 in Helsinki, 272 in 
Turku and 30 in Tampara ) . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

Despite the e f fo r t s to se t up a special Committee for the Drive and to begin 
sys temat ic operat ion at the s t a r t of the year of action, mos t of the e f for t 
was concentrated for the winter of 1971, during the visi t of Rabbi Moshe Edelman. 
The m e m b e r s who worked for the Drive encountered ce r ta in diff icult ies as a 
r e s u l t of the special geographical location of the country. Several people 
hesi ta ted about signing. Members of various organisat ions and a handful of 
individuals par t ic ipated in annual meetings and var ious events and were signed 
up at them individually. All the adults belonging to Jewish communit ies and 
organisa t ions took par t in the Census . 
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NORWAY 

The Jewish population amounts to 750 (including 600 in Oslo and 130 in 
Trondheim). 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

This tiny community was a lso ha rnes sed to the Membership Drive. All the 
organisat ions helped in the work . Thanks to the Drive, the way was paved f o r 
the creat ion of a national organisat ion, with the ag reement of the Zionis ts in 
Trondheim to the es tabl ishment of a Zionist Federa t ion with the Jews of Oslo. 

SWEDEN 

The Jewish population amounts to 15, 000 (including 7, 500 in Stockholm, 
2, 000 in Malmo, 1, 800 in Gotenburg and the r e s t s ca t t e red in over 20 other 
se t t lements) . 

PREPARATIONS AND PRACTICAL WORK 

In view of the special local conditions, mos t of the organisa t ion work was done 
through publications, s ignatures through the post and at mee t ings . A m e s s a g e 
f r o m the P r i m e Minister was of g rea t help and so was the l e t t e r signed by 
personal i t ies and heads of organisat ions in Sweden and l e t t e r s of the Jewish 
Scandinavian Youth Organisat ion and the Students Club in Stockholm. The 
s ignatures through the post succeeded beyond expectation, especia l ly among 
adults. Wizo also used s imi l a r methods . 

The drive was organised by the Zionist Federa t ion and the joint e m i s s a r y of 
the Organization and Information and the Youth and Hechalutz Depar tments . 
At the same t ime, Wizo, Bnei Akiva and Habonim operated with 
considerable success in the f r amework of their organisa t ions . 

The United I s rae l Appeal was pass ive , but although the J . N. F . was also 
inactive, i ts cha i rman also signed the "Appeal" sent to eve ry Jewish home. 
The two e m i s s a r i e s operat ing in Sweden w e r e the main w o r k e r s . 
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INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

In the f ramework of the Drive and the ideological clarification, the Committee 
distributed le t t e r s , publications, appeals printed in the Zionist bulletins, the 
Jewish newspaper "Judisk Kronika", which also issued special editions. A 
book on Zionism was published in Swedish by Ulf Lando, the f i r s t 
publication of its kind in this language. 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The following seminars were organised: two seminars for youth f rom all the 
Scandinavian countries, one in Stockholm and one close by; two seminars 
for adults in Stockholm; a youth seminar in Goteriburg; an adult seminar in 
Gotenburg; a seminar on Zionist problems, in Stockholm, organised by the 
Scandinavian Students Organisation for the students in these countries; a seminar 
for Habonim members in Stockholm; a Wizo seminar in Stockholm on problems 
of Zionism; a seminar was organised in Copenhagen for Bnei Akiva members . 

Members of the Zionist Federation Committee and the Emissary visited 
provincial cit ies and gave a number of lec tures . The Zionist Federation, the 
Students Clubs, the Jewish Youth Organisation in Scandinavia, Bnei Akiva and the 
Jewish Students Organisation in Scandinavia organised seminars on the 
ideological clarif ication. Participation in them was quite lively. Information and 
publicity mater ia l was issued. The magazine published by SJUF, the Scandinavian 
youth organisation issued a special edition devoted to the ideological clarif ication. 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The drive in Sweden and the ideological clarification achieved their goals for the 
following reasons : the seminars , discussions, publications, the visits and 
lec tures , e t c . , revived the Zionist idea and brought it into most Jewish homes; 
the lively ideological discussions, which it is to be hoped will continue af ter the 
end of the drive as well and bring in more members ; there are grounds for the 
feeling that the Drive and the discussions held as a resul t of it augmented the 
trend towards immigration, especially among the youth. 

However, the publication of the Arad Programme and the discussion of it 
seriously hampered the effor ts in student c i r c les . The work of removing 
the scepticism in these groups is still going on. 
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SWITZERLAND 

The Jewish population amounts to 20, 000 (including 6,150 in Zurich, 3,250 
in Geneva, and 2 ,300 in Basle)־ 

In Switzerland, there is a problem that constituted a pa r t i cu la r stumbling-block 
in the e f for t to expand and r e f u r b i s h the Zionist movement , namely: the approach 
of the wealthy Jewish population to Zionism: they say: "Fo r me, Zionism is 
a contribution to the United I s r ae l Appeal and sympathy for the State of I s rae l , 
and I devote my e f fo r t s and s t rength to th i s ־  " ־ .

This approach should not be underes t imated־ A well-known Jewish personal i ty 
of Zionist consciousness expres sed this approach in this way: "Many people 
like me a re p repa red to sign a ;cheque of severa l thousand dol la rs , but they 
will not agree to sign the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e or join the National Zionist 
Movement"־ This pe r son has proper ty and an apar tment in Israel־ He visi ts 
this country (Israel) f requent ly־ His m a r r i e d son intends to immigra te in a 
yea r or two. He does not see any need to belong to the Zionist Movement, as in 
h i s view and many like him, it will not add to his consciousness , approach, or 
activity. Many of the la rge and medium contr ibutors , who a re influential 
among the public, sha re this outlook. If in addition it i s taken into account 
that they rece ive pa r t i cu la r attention, v is i t s and speeches , meet ings and 
interviews f r o m all the "Who's Who" - whether in Switzerland or in Israel 
then the "ordinary man in the s t r e e t " who is meant to be the subject of the 
Zionist Movement, f ee l s f r u s t r a t e d , a sor t of "Cindere l la" , neglected and 
th rus t into a corner־ If the f i r s t group cla im that the main thing is the 
United I s rae l Appeal plus sol idar i ty , the l a t t e r also have two para l le l , 
appropr ia te formulas־ One is: Zionism = Aliya (a counter of student c i r c les 
to the plutocrat ic Appeal es tabl i shment , the revol t of the chi ldren against the 
bourgeois family which pays absolution to the Bonds) ; and the second -
Zionism = sol idar i ty with I s rae l plus an information war for I s rae l - but 
outside the Zionist Organization f ramework , which is insti tutionalised and 
foss i l ized, and in d i rec t cooperation with the official r ep resen ta t ives of the 
State of I s r ae l . A s t range situation has been c rea ted in which there are 
two kinds of Zionism: those who sign the J e rusa l em P r o g r a m m e and want 
a movement with values and ideological, cultural and educational a s se t s , and 
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those who sign cheques and identify with I s rae l . The organisational division between 
the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organisation does not solve this provlem. 
Long-term, basic work is required, ser ious importance must be ascr ibed to 
this front, if the survival of the Zionist movement i s our concern and not just an 
organisation empty of content in affluent countr ies . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Drive in this country began late, and mater ia l was only distributed to 
Swiss Jewry at the end of November. Announcements were published in the 
p ress , e tc . The Drive was conducted by a special committee. Here too it 
emerged that personal contact was the most efficient method. The students 
joined the campaign and took an active par t only af ter differences of opinion 
with their organisation about the nature of their participation in the campaign 
were settled. 

Wizo bound its members to join the Zionist Organization personally and the 
President of Wizo played an active role in the dr ive . Nevertheless, there were 
some members who stood on the sidelines. The measure of success in the 
various cities was uneven. Out of 50 Jewish famil ies in Bienne, 60 m e m b e r s 
signed. In Geneva, it was hoped to attain one thousand signature^, but l e s s 
were obtained. 

SHLICHIM MEETING 

In June 1970 a meeting was held in Geneva of the central Shlichim in the 
European countries, with the participation of Miss Y. Sussmann, to draw 
up plans and methods of work and for guidance of these Shlichim. 
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RHODESIA 

The Jewish population amounts to 4 ,800. 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

Special national and regional Membership Commit tees were se t up to 
organise the Drive and mos t of the Zionist organisat ions w e r e r ep resen ted in 
them. The dr ive was launched at meet ings held in Salisbury and Bulawayo. 
The Drive was made the main fea ture of var ious funct ions, such as the Women's 
Zionis t Conference, meet ings of Zionist groups, at f i lm shows, e tc . 

The Secre ta ry-Genera l of the South Afr ican Federa t ion visi ted Rhodesia, 
helped the organisat ion of the Drive and took an active p a r t in address ing 
meet ings at var ious c e n t r e s . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

The Publicity campaign was conducted by the C. A. Zionist Digest of Rhodesia 
and by a postal campaign. The resu l t s were very l imited and m o s t of the 
m e m b e r s enrol led were personal ly canvassed. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Although the Jewish community in Rhodesia excels in a posit ive attitude to 
I s r ae l , it must be noted that there i s a lack of ideological in t e res t and 
f r o m this s temmed the difficulty of convincing them of the importance of 
signing the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e . 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The Jewish population of South Afr ica amounts to 114, 000 (including 57, 800 in 
Johannesburg) . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

In South Afr ica , unlike mos t other countr ies , the Zionist Federa t ion embraces 
within i ts fold all the main Zionist bodies . Consequently, it makes the p resence 
of separa te Jewish Agency represen ta t ion unnecessa ry . Affiliated to the 
Zionist Federa t ion a r e numerous Zionist socie t ies , Hebrew congregations and 
communal inst i tut ions. Its constituent bodies compr i se all the Zionist 
polit ical pa r t i e s , the Women's Zionist Movement, the South Afr ican Zionist 
Youth Council ( represent ing all the Zionist Youth Movements) and the Maccabi 
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Council. The I s r ae l United Appeal and the Jewish National Fund a r e 
departments of the Federa t ion . In addition, the Federa t ion has an Education 
Department, an Information Department and an Aliyah Depar tment . All 
e m i s s a r i e s work d i rec t ly f o r the Federa t ion and a r e appointed by it . The 
Federat ion has i ts own weekly paper , "The Zionist Record" . 

An extensive canvassing campaign was conducted through the post and by 
publicity in the P r e s s . House to house vis i ts we re also made . Apart f r o m 
one visi t , the Federa t ion re l ied on local w o r k e r s fo r informat ion work and 
car ry ing out the Drive. The work was conducted by Women's organisa t ions , 
the Youth, Maccabi, the U . I . A . , the Federa t ion itself and the polit ical 
pa r t i e s . All these organisat ions made special e f fo r t s to bring in all t he i r 
m e m b e r s into the Zionist Movement. Women's organisat ions dec la red 1970 
as Membership Year . 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

Material received f r o m headquar te r s in J e r u s a l e m was jised, but a lot 
of local ma te r i a l was published. 

ZAMBIA 

The Jewish population of Zambia totals 800 people (most of them live in 
three cen t res , Lusaka (the capital) Ndola and Nkana). 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

The clar i f icat ion of the Zionist idea served as a subject fo r meet ings , 
gatherings and var ious social funct ions. Most m e m b e r s were enrol led by 
personal approach and hardly any through the ma i l . 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The resu l t in Zambia is ve ry sa t i s fac tory in ;view of the fac t that the Jewish 
community i s isolated f r o m Jewish cen t res and the i r number is dwindling daily. 

The whole campaign was conducted without any outside w o r k e r s . They w e r e 
aided by ma te r i a l sent by Headquar ters and ;the Zionist Organization of Centra l 
Afr ica whose cen t re is in Rhodesia. 

The o rgan i se r s of the campaign were m e m b e r s of the Women's Zionist Council 
and under the auspices of the Zambian Zionist Council. 
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INDIA 

The Jewish population in India amounts to 15, 000 (about 6, 000 l i v e in Bombay 
alone and the r e s t a r e d i spe r sed in Cochin, Panvel , Poona, Ahamedabad, New 
Delhi and Calcutta). 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The Membership Drive was conducted p r imar i ly by the Bombay Zionist 
Association, which se t up a National Membership Drive Commit tee . The 
bodies which par t ic ipated in the Committee were : the Bombay Zionist 
Association, the Jewish Students Association , the U . I . A. Committee and the 
Poona Zionist Associat ion. In addition to the bodies a l ready mentioned, the 
Ahamedabad Synagogue Committee and the Panvel Synagogue Committee a s s i s t ed 
in the operat ion. 

The Indian Zionist Associat ion in Bombay conducted independent activity in Bombay 
and Poona. The Jewish Agency e m i s s a r y in Bombay was of g rea t ass is tance to 
all groups involved in the organisat ion of the Drive. 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Most of the publicity was c a r r i e d out with the help of the ma te r i a l sent by the 
Committee in J e r u s a l e m . There was a good ;deal of r e f e r e n c e to the Drive in 
the Jewish P r e s s in Bombay, the "Indo-Israel Review" and "Shalom". 
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ZIONIST MEMBERSHIP DRIVE LAUNCHED IN RHODESIA 
At the invitation of the C.A. Zionist Organisation, Mr. 

Avraham Schenker, a member of the Jewish Agency Execu-
live, Jerusalem, and Head of the Organisation/Information 
Department of the World Zionist Organisation, accompa-
nied by Mrs. Schenker, paid a brief visit to Rhodesia, in 
the interest of the Zionist Membership Drive. 

Mr. Schenker addressed the SALISBURY Jewish Com-
munity on Wednesday night, Aognst 5. Mr. A. Bochmao, 
Chairman of CAZO's Membership Drive Committee, pre-
sided and introduced the distinguished visitor. 

Mr. M. Lasovsky, President of CAZO, and Mr. H. H. 
Gollop, Chairman ot the Mashonaland Regional Committee 
of the C.A. Jewish Board of Deputies, extended a welcome 
on behalf of their respective organisations. 

: Brod, 

COMMIT YOURSELF TO ZIONISM 
A world-wide membership drive to enrol Jews as 

conscious Zionists aware of their solidarity and idemifi-
cation with the people of Israel is currently being launched 
throughout the Jewish world. 

The decision for the membership drive and census, 
part of a world programme to revitalise Zionism, was 
adopted at the World Zionist Organization's Action Com-
mittee meeting held in Jerusalem earlier this year. 

In pursuance of the above decision the C.A. Zionist 
Organisation is conducting the Membership Drive to enable 
members of the Rhodesian Jewish Communnity to signify 
their personal identification with the Zionist Movement. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN ZIONIST FEDERATION 
(EASTERN CAPE ZIONIST COUNCIL) 

M E M B E R S H I P C E N S U S 

-STAND UP AND BE COUNTED-
A t th i s c ruc ia l m o m e n t in Is rae l ' s h i s t o r y , t h e f o r c e s of d e s t r u c t i o n p o i s e d 

aga ins t h e r a r e a t t h e i r m o s t p o w e r f u l . Israel s t a n d s In n e e d of f r i e n d s , espec ia l ly 

t h e b r o t h e r l y f r i e n d s h i p of t h e Jewish p e o p l e ; t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e , f o r t h e i r p a r t , 

r e q u i r e t h e i n s p i r a t i o n and t h e p r o m i s e Israel ho lds o u t t o t h e m . T h e Z i o n i s t M o v e -

j ^ ^ i s t h e link b e t w e e n t h e D i a s p o r a and Israel . W e call u p o n EVERY I N D I V I D U A L 

t h e r e f o r e , t o assoc ia te h i m o r herse l f w h o l e h e a r t e d l y w i t h t h e cause of Israel 

;n ing t h e d e c l a r a t i o n f o r m o n o r b e f o r e C e n s u s Day . 

Y o u r ac t ion will be b o t h a d e m o n s t r a t i o n of s o l i d a r i t y a n d an e x p r e s s i o n of 

A t th i s h o u r of Is rae l ' s per i l le t t h o s e w h o s t a n d by h e r b e c lear ly s e e n ; l e t t h e i r 

r t be man i f e s t l y v is ib le ; le t t h e m d e c l a r e t h e m s e l v e s as Is rae l ' s p a r t n e r s in t h e 

;le f o r peace a n d t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e g r e a t c o n s t r u c t i v e u n d e r t a k i n g l a u n c h e d 

e p i o n e e r s of t h e Z i o n i s t M o v e m e n t ; le t t h e m by t h e i r a c t of m e m b e r s h i p S T A N D 

\UD BE C O U N T E D ! 

s of personal 
t drive to make a sound 

N a t i o n available to 
^Ta; a realistic and active invoh 

fate of Jewish communities even 
far-reaching׳ programme of Zioe 
a a d information in order to en! 
Jewish sentiment for Israel rem 
even after, happily as we hope, 
Israel has emerged f rom the p 
period. 

Great Potential 

I t is in this spirit that I wit 
in the implementation of the Zio 
ship Drive, and that I associat< 
my colleagues in the Gove mm 
with your endeavours. Do not ti 
the present force and future po 
Zionist Movement. Both in I sn 
Diaspora there is a deep need f o r 

״ p e r i o d in the life of 
י לל .* history of the Jewish people, 

. ,1 may welt be that under the stress o f o u t 
af j i t t t* needs and in the deep emotions 
endered by our struggle, there is a tendency 
iverlook the abiding elements of the historic 
iggle of the Jewish people—our fundamental 
lives and ultimate objectives. 

The task of the Zionist Movement is to 
«s those factors, to place present events 
their true perspective, and to harness the 
otional and intellectual resources of the 
rish people for the fulfilment of Jewish 

ridolsrael 
CENSUS DAY 
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EVERY JEW A ZIONIST 
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ZAMBIAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
P.O. BOX 20, LUSAKA 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 

I h e r e b y d e c l a r e m y s u p p o r t to t h e 1968 J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e 
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Mr. B. S. Abraham speaking 10 the 
Jewish gathering in Ahmedabad. 

. B. S. Abraham an Executive Commi-
! Member of the Bombay Zionist Ass-
it ion, addressed the Jewish Congregation 
Ahmedabad on recent development 

Zionism. He traced the history of Zion• 
a n d explained how Zionism made 

ve the innermost feelings in the minds 
the Jewish people all over the world 
settle in the homeland. The role of 
nism afier the establishment of the 
le of Israel was also traced and the 
!ortance of the Jerusalem Program 1968 

emphasised. Emphasis was also laid 
be importance of brotherhood and unity 
the Jewish people all over the world. 

Mr . Abraham's speech was then tran-
ed in Marathi by Mr . Simon Jacob, 
ee Israeli films were shown. The 
; ramme ended with a great interest 
ressed by the Ahmedabad community 
)in up in the main stream of Zionism as 
esented in India through the Bombay 
list Association. As many as 25 to 30 
ons have already applied for member-

to the Association. 



AUSTRALIA 

The Jewish population amounts to 72, 000 (including 35, 000 in Melbourne and 
28, 000 in Sidney)־ 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

In Austral ia , the Membership Drive was welcomed with enthusiasm and taken 
ser iously־ The Drive was opened there immediately a f t e r the campaign was 
decided on in Je rusa lem־ 

The operation was conducted on a continental scale and h the aid of all the 
main Zionist bodies־ The J . N . F . cooperated in the drive־ The U. I. A־ helped the 
campaign by attaching application f o r m s during the contribution work. The 
e m i s s a r i e s helped mainly in student and youth act ivi t ies . 

About three thousand brochures and leaf le ts were sent to homes in the Victoria 
and New South Wales a r e a for d i rect house- to-house canvassing, in addition 
to the 14, 000 brochures sent out by the J . N. F . Full use was made of ma te r i a l 
supplied by J e r u s a l e m , apar t f r o m the mate r ia l p repared locally־ 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

In most communit ies , meetings and youth s e m i n a r s were a r ranged , which 
dealt with the ideological c lar i f ica t ion. Special activit ies were held in 
synagogues and a special e f fo r t was made to use the enthusiasm generated 
by Independence Day to inc rease membersh ip . 

Every e f for t was made to convince the thousands of Zionist suppor te r s and 
sympath i se r s who did not understand the importance of personal membersh ip . 
Also, there were fami l ies , who considered that it was adequate if one member 
of the family was an official member of the Zionist movement. Gradually, the 
recognit ion of the special value of personal membersh ip was inst i l led, both in 
Austra l ia and in New Zealand. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The leadersh ip of the Drive faced the quite considerable problem of apathy and 
even unpopularity of the Zionist idea among the general public. However, 
substantial ly, the work of the Membership Drive helped to overcome tfiis 

66 



problem, and as a resul t of the campaign, the Zionist movement was 
strengthened and revived, and many workers were activated in the Zionist 
field. The work of the Zionist organisations and the mailing campaigns only 
produced positive resu l t s a f te r a cer ta in period. Immediate r e su l t s were 
produced at meetings addressed by important speakers . 

In Australia, it is rea l i sed that it is absolutely essent ia l to ensure continuity 
of the work and that Zionist society groups must be organised to pe r s i s t in the 
education of the Jewish youth and involve as many Jews as possible in Zionist 
work. 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

About half the signatories were regis tered as individual m e m b e r s of the 
Federation and the r e s t were reg is te red through the central commit tees of 
their organisations, regional Zionist committees, or through organisations 
affiliated to the Federation, such as: Wizo, the Jewish Women's Federation 
and youth organisations. Only a few people were reg i s t e red by the Zionist 
political pa r t i e s . 

The Zionist Movement in Austral ia chalked up a big and impress ive success 
in i ts execution of the Drive. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The Jewish population amounts to 3, 500 (including 1, 500 in Auckland and 
a s imilar number in Wellington. The r e s t a re d ispersed in smal l e r cent res) . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

Most of the publicity was conducted through the New Zealand Jewish Chronicle. 
At all public meetings of the Auckland Zionist Society, the Membership Drive 
was s t ressed , with par t icular emphasis on the Je rusa lem P r o g r a m m e . At 
these meetings, pamphlets and information leaf lets were handed out. 

The most effective method for obtaining signatures was canvassing by J . N. F. 
members during the Blue Box c learances . 
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SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

In New Zealand especially, energetic effor t was required to instil tRe 
consciousness that sympathy f o r the Zionist idea was not enough and that 
no l ess important was individual membership. 

Every effor t was made to convince them of the need to personally sign 
the membership form, ins tead of just being sat isf ied with a financial 
contribution as a demonstration of Zionist fidelity. 
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THE REPORT OF THE 
WORLD UNIONS OF THE PARTIES 
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THE LABOUR ZIONIST MOVEMENT 

The decision by W. U. J . S. to impose a veto on the J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e and the 
signing of it , and the recommendat ion by W.U. J . S״ that the "Arad Plan" be 
accepted in :its place, caused a g rea t deal of confusion in va r ious sect ions 
of the Zionist movement . The position adopted by W. U. J . S. d e t e r r e d not 
a few of the younger e lements f r o m signing. It was only a f t e r s t renuous 
e f fo r t s on our pa r t that a proport ion of the students joined the p ro j ec t . This 
was in accordance with the Labour Zionist Movement ' s policy of allowing 
the students s e l f - expres s ion within the p ro jec t , while r e j ec t ing the 
anarchical policy under which a body car individual might introduce a pr iva te 
p r o g r a m m e . We were aware , and made the fac t c l e a r , that the l a t t e r policy would 
dest roy the common bas i s of all the e lements which had joined the Zionist 
camp on the bas is of the minimum p r o g r a m m e allowing a dialogue. This 
line of action proved success fu l , especial ly amongst the younger genera t ion . 

The centra l problem in the publicity campaign was how to pene t ra te new 
groups, especial ly in the younger generat ion. We had to engage in an 
ideological confrontat ion with groups which had come under the ideological 
influence of the "New Lef t " . These groups were host i le to I s r a e l and the 
Zionist movement, and it i s they who have caused numerous intel lectual 
c i r c l e s to dissociate themse lves f r o m the Zionist movement . 

There were also active Zionis ts who thought that to concil iate the above 
e lements , one should adopt the i r methods, " ro l l the f lag up" to a degree , 
and abandon the t radi t ional values of Zionism. This approach - so it was 
argued - would a t t r a c t the hosti le e lements back into the Zionis t m o v e m e n t . . . 

The resu l t s were negative. Fo r a l a rge port ion of the Zionist camp, this 
approach proved unsuccess fu l . The "New Lef t" drew off m o r e sec t ions of 
the Zionist movement . 

The method adopted by the Labour Zionist Movement - to e m p h a s i s e 
Zionist and socia l is t values - proved ef fec t ive . In the l o n g - t e r m , this 
method cer ta inly led to a heal thier a tmosphere amongst the uncommit ted 
port ion of the younger generat ion. Recently i t has become evident that 
some of the younger generat ion who were captivated by the New Left , have 
become disenchanted, and a r e coming back to the Labour movement and the 
Zionist camp in genera l . 
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The work put into the project , part icularly the publicity campaign, brought 
elements which had been totally indifferent, c loser to Zionism. Even if the 
desired numbers were not always achieved - in Latin America for example 
- it is c lear that the project acted as a catalyst, presenting the younger 
generation with challenges. 

It also aroused - expecially amongst youth - the demand for the democratization 
of the Zionist movement. The elections to the Congress will constitute the 
culmination of this p rocess . 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The project in all the countries was directed and coordinated by an H.Q. and 
sec re ta r i a t of seven members . A special department for youth and student 
a f fa i r s was se t up at the World Secreta־riat . 

The second stage of the preparat ion concentrated on Latin America, the U. S. 
and Canada, Western Europe, Australia and South Afr ica. During the period 
of preparat ion, the following members were active in the various countries: 
Prof . E. Spicehandler, Y. Tsur , Dan Pat i r , David Bress l e r , Y. Bankover, 
S. Horesh, Dov Kedem, David Shares, Ber F r i m e r , Nathan Dror, Zvi Zims, 
Eli Noy , Y. Korn and S. Schweitzer. L. A. P incus , H. Finkelstein, 
R. Weiss and M. Bar-On made a major contribution in the ideological field 
and in the promotion of the project . 

In every national centre , a special committee was set up for the project . 
These committees included not only representa t ives of the party, but also 
delegates f rom the women's pioneering organisations, the youth sections, 
students and other bodies which identify with the Labour Movement. 

PUBLICITY AND INFORMATION 

The Movement published a special booklet in four languages, dealing with the 
problems of youth. This was sent to all the cen t res . A se r ies of monthly 
journals, entitled "responsa", was also published in several languages , 
together with l e t t e r s and c i rcu lars to active members of the Movement. 
Special editions dealing with the project and a s e r i e s of ar t ic les on the 
subject appeared in 16 organs of the Movement in various countries. These 
publications proved to be a highly effective form of publicity. 

We had to convene information meetings in two cycles - for speakers of 
the local vernacular , and for speakers of Yiddish. It was noteworthy that 
Yiddish speakers have proven loyal to the Zionist idea. This fact was 
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part icular ly evident in France and Latin Amer ica . 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

In view of the tension amongst the younger generation and the intell igentsia, 
we were aware that, to win them over, we should have to make a deep 
impress ion on the ideological l eve l . With this end in view, we convened an 
ideological congress in Beth Berl in August 1970. Approximately 180 
delegates f r o m 18 countries attended. The younger generation and students 
accounted for about 30%. The central topic was problems re la ted to our 
attitudes to the position of Jewry and Zionism and the path of the Labour 
Movement in the seventies. The manner in which the projec t would be 
executed in the various communities was outlined. The principal l e c tu re r s 
were Prof . Ben Halpern f r o m the U. S . , and Ian Mikardo f r o m England, 
Aharon Yadlin, Shlomo Bick and L. A. Pincus. 

At the close of the congress the part ic ipants resolved to throw their full 
weight behind the p ro jec t . The youth delegates declared a personal 
obligation to settle in Is rae l and to work conscientiously for the Labour 
Zionist Movement 

Ideological congresses were also held in Great Britain, with the part icipation 
of S. Derech, in Austria, with the participation of Y. Korn, in Germany, with 
the participation of Yona Kesse , in the U. S״, Canada and the Argentine, with 
the participation of Y. Korn and Dr. S. Levenberg. 

A congress of students f r o m Europe was held at Beth Ber l . Yehoshua Austridan 
took par t in congresses held in Venezuela, Pe ru and Colombia. Ya'akov 
Tsur attended those in France and Belgium, A. Tallenberg took par t in the 
congress held in Uruguay. The congress held in South Africa was attended 
by Y. Korn and that which took place in Brazil - by G״ Havkin. 

CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS: 

The experience acquired in the past year shows that the activity in the 
various Jewish communities did not c rea te a consciousness of the importance 
of the membership drive, and the drive did not therefore reach c i rc les 
outside the "Zionist family" . A way must therefore be found to step up 
propaganda activit ies with a view to reaching the m a s s e s who a r e outside of 
organised Zionism. 
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WORLD UNION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

The operat ion was concentrated on three spheres : public re la t ions and 
publicity ma t e r i a l in Yiddish, English, Spanish and French; meet ings , 
s e m i n a r s and symposia in which information was conveyed and ideological 
d iscuss ions w e r e held; the activit ies of the e m i s s a r i e s . 

The centre of operat ions in Europe was in B r u s s e l s . The cent re of 
operat ions in Latin Amer ica was located in Buenos Aires , and the office 
in New York - in cooperation with the Organisat ion Depar tment of the 
Jewish Agency - coordinated the operat ion in North Amer ica . The 
Organisat ion Department of the Zionist Movement in Amer ica took an 
active p a r t in the Membership Drive and published a number of pamphlets , 
which were sent to all our m e m b e r s in the English - speaking count r ies . 

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY 

LATIN AMERICA ־ The monthly journal "Estado Judio" (The Jewish State), 
published in Spanish in Latin Amer ica , devoted considerable space to the 
membersh ip dr ive , and se rved as an impor tant ins t rument f o r the spreading 
of informat ion on our work, p r o g r a m m e s and views. In addition, a special 
bulletin on the p ro jec t was published. The Jewish p r e s s - in Spanish and 
Yiddish - a lso helped. 

EUROPE - the movement in F rance is issuing a pa r t i cu la r ly informat ive 
document f o r the branches in Europe. The head office of ,the World Union 
of General Zionis ts published a pamphlet and also informative c i r c u l a r s and 
lea f le t s such as : " I s rae l and the Diaspora" , and also booklets in Yiddish and 
Spanish in which our opinions on topics re la ted to the membersh ip drive a r e 
exp re s sed . 

The weekly publication of "The Zionist Information Service" which appears in 
English, Yiddish and Spanish, and reaches every quar t e r of the world , i s of 
considerable aid in giving informat ion and comment on all aspec ts of the 
Zionist idea. 
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EMISSARIES 

Emissa r ies went out to the various national movements and helped with the 
membership drive. In 1970, our representat ive in Latin America, 
Mr. Mordechai Dayan, visited Our branches in Europe. 

In 1971, Mr. Dayan made a three week tour of Mexico, Colombia, Peru , 
Venezuela, the Argentine, Chile and Brazil . 

Mr. Yerachmiel Virnik f rom the United States visited Mexico and Colombia. 
Mess r s . Shmuel Rechtman and Zvi Renner f rom Israe l , and Mr. Arieh Avidor, 
member of the delegation to Latin America, were active in the Latin American 
countries. 

Mr. Jacques Torczyner , f r o m the United States visited some branches in 
Europe. Mess r s . Mark Anisfeld, Ya'akov Orfus and Yosef Weinberg -
all three f rom France - and M e s s r s . Eliezer Akabas, Yitzhak Beri and 
Shlomo Shluss, visited the same branches. 

Mr . Baruch Weinstein f rom Israe l also spent two months in the branches in 
Europe and took par t in the congresses and ideological s emina r s . Mr . L . 
Dultzin appeared and spoke at the assembly in P a r i s . 

Ideological congresses were held in Montevideo, Santiago de Chile, Sao Paolo 
and Porto Alegre and in the ci t ies of the United States. 

In Australia, our movement 's membership drive went off successfully and 
ended a few months ahead of schedule. The same applies to Rhodesia and 
Bolivia. 

All the branches and the local organisations joined the local Zionist 
Federation. Our member s were active in the congresses of the Zionist 
Federation. 
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WORLD CONFEDERATION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS 

The b ranches in 22 count r ies a r e not connected with any poli t ical pa r ty 
whatsoever in I s rae l It was in this sp ־ i r i t that the p ro j ec t was conducted. 

THE UNITED STATES ־ the Pres iden t of "Hadassah" which in the 
United States is aff i l iated to the confederat ion, M r s . Faye Schenk, 
headed the p ro jec t , in the course of which 320, 000 s igna tures were secured . 

CANADA - M r s . Rose Halperin, Deputy-Chairwoman of the Confederation, 
held a number of mee t ings in the Zionist Council club in Toronto, and in 
other Zionist bodies t h e r e . M r . Charlotte Jacobson, Deputy-Chairwoman 
of the Confederat ion and m e m b e r of the Jewish Agency Executive addressed 
meet ings on the wes t coas t , at Edmonton, Calgari and other cen t re s . 

SOUTH AMERICA - Mr . E z r a Shapiro, Deputy Chai rman of the Confederation, 
visi ted P e r u , the Argentine, Chile, Uruguay and Braz i l , and organised 
Zionist groups and p r e s s conferences devoted to ideological discussion. He 
succeeded in sett ing up action commit tees in every community in South 
Amer ica . 

Dr. I s rae l Goldstein, Deputy-Chairman of the Confederation, organised 
meetings of non-par ty Zionist groups in Buenos Ai res . 

In April 1971, Mr . Kurt Lobl was sent with a delegation of r epresen ta t ives 
of the poli t ical p a r t i e s on behalf of the H . Q . He worked in Uruguay, the 
Argentine, Braz i l and Chile. 

EUROPE - In March , 1971, when the sess ion of the Zionist General Council 
was in p r o g r e s s , Mr . Kalman Sultanik, Chairman of the Executive, took 
pa r t in a meet ing of delegates f r o m the Confederation in Europe, at which the 
implicat ions of the Membership Drive, the division of the budget, e t c . , was 
d i scussed . 

Visits we re made to Aust r ia , Italy, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, France , 
Sweden and Denmark . In these p laces , special action commit tees were set 
up f o r the p ro j ec t . 

In July, a th ree day congress was held in London, with the part ic ipat ion 
of delegates f r o m mos t of the countr ies in Europe, fo r the purpose of drawing 
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up a plan of action. In November 1970, the European executive m e t in Geneva 
and discussed ma t t e r s related to the pro jec t . Each member made a r epor t on 
the project in his country. 

Mr . Sultanik visited Greece and Geneva. 

Mr . Me lech Topiol, Chairman of the Confederation in Europe and a member 
of the executive of the Reconstituted Jewish Agency, visi ted France and Holland. 

Mr. Isaac Warshavsky, Secretary-General of the Confederation in Europe, 
visited Belgium, Germany, Austr ia and Italy. 

SOUTH AFRICA - Mr. Kalman Sultanik, Deputy Chairman of the 
presidium of the Confederation, visited a number of communit ies in the 
course of a fortnight and took par t in a number of meet ings in Johannesburg 
and Capetown. Special working plans for the projec t were drawn up. 

YOUTH MOVEMENTS 

The youth movements, which a re organised in a confederation in Europe and 
South America, convened for a number of conventions. A Youth Congress 
was organised in Brusse l s , with the participation of delegates f r o m France , 
Belgium and Great Bri ta in. Special committees were set up to expand the 
membership in the youth movements. 
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MIZRACHI - HAPOEL HAMIZR ACHI 

The world centre of Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi s e t u p a spec ia l 
H.Q. to organise the p ro jec t in the branches of the movement and rel igious 
organisa t ions throughout the world. A "coordinating bureau" was a l so 
es tabl i shed to work amongst the rel igious youth movements - Bnei Akivah, 
Hamishmere t Hatzeira , student organisat ions and Yeshiva s tudents . The 
H.Q. i s working in every possible way to a s s i s t the work of our m e m b e r s . 
A variety of publicity mate r ia l is being distr ibuted, m e m b e r s of the executive 
or the World Mizracbi Movement, active m e m b e r s f r o m I s r ae l , and our 
r ep resen ta t ives in the Government, the Knesset , e t c . , have been sent out. 

The special edition of "Hatsofeh" fo r the d iaspora was of great a ss i s t ance to 
the p ro jec t . It contains a r t i c l e s on rel igious Zionism, and i ts work in I s rae l 
and the d iaspora . It has been appearing weekly for more than a y e a r , and 
is sent to hundreds of rabbis , community l e ade r s and rel igious Zionist 
ac t iv is t s throughout the world. Magazines and c i r c u l a r s on the revival of 
rel igious Zionist were sent out, and a var ie ty of ma te r i a l was pr inted by the 
national b ranches with the aid of the cen t re . At our initiative, the Chief 
Rabbi of I s r ae l , Rabbi I s s e r Yehuda Unterman, appealed to re l ig ious youth 
in the United States to take pa r t in the p ro jec t , and the response was 
immedia te . Rabbi Joel Soloveichik also appealed to m e m b e r s of the 
Federa t ion of Rabbis in the United States to enl is t m e m b e r s to the Religious 
Zionist Movement in the United States. 

Ideological s e m i n a r s and study days were held fo r the adult m e m b e r s of the 
movement , Bnei Akiva and Hamishmere t Hatzeira in the United States , 
Great Bri ta in , Belgium, Austria, Holland, Switzerland, Scandinavia, South 
Amer ica and South Afr ica . Special e m i s s a r i e s took pa r t in these s e m i n a r s . 

DIFFICULTIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

The l ine of action was to concentrate on information and pe r suas ion of 
re l igious Jews, to enl is t them to the pro jec t . They included rel igious Jews 
who had abstained f r o m any organised Zionist activity, due to plain apathy 
or on the grounds that organised Zionism is not in essence re l ig ious . 

In this sphere , the aid of the e m i s s a r i e s , who came f r o m various f ie lds of 
activity in the country and the Zionist movement , was mos t effect ive . 
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As already noted, the P r e s s and magazines helped with publicity, emphasising 
the Zionist idea as the real isat ion of the national-religious vision in the Torah. 

It seems to us that the project aroused an ideological and organisational 
awakening among both the veteran and new member s . There were cases 
where persons sympathetic to the rel igious-Zionist idea re fused at f i r s t 
to sign, but were la te r persuaded to change their minds. 

THE UNITED STATES - Our movement and members took an active pa r t in 
the project and worked amongst members and sympath isers , including 
American religious organisations. Activists of Bnei Akivah, Mizrachi Youth 
and Hamishmeret Hatzeira worked mainly amongst the students . 

The adult movement and the religious youth movements organised a number of 
study days for seminars which were devoted to ideology and modes of 
conducting the projec t . Knesset Member, Dr . Yitzhak Raphael, Simcha 
Friedman ,.Rabbi M. Kirschblum, M. Krone and Rabbi S. Zambrowsky took 
an active par t in these act ivi t ies. 

GREAT BRITAIN - The drive for signatures was preceded by ideological 
meetings, the printing of publicity mater ia l , house-c i rc les , assembl ies 
and house-to-house vis i ts . All pa r t s of the movement - the executive, 
the women's movement, Hamishmeret Hatzeira and Bnei Akiva - took par t 
in this intensive activity. Every member who signed the Je rusa lem P r o g r a m m e 
and paid was reg is te red on four separate cards , an alphabetical index, an index 
of a reas of residence, a daily repor t and a voter ' s ca rd . This mode of 
operation was pra ised and imitated by other organisat ions. 

Members of the executive of Mizrachi, the Mizrachi Women's Organisation, 
Hamishmeret Hatzeira and Bnei Akiva, took an active par t in the projec t . 
The movement made contact with orthodox synagogues, to induce their m e m b e r s 
to sign the P rog ramme . I s r ae l ' s Minister of the In ter ior , Dr . Yosef Burg, Rabbi 
M. Kirshblum and M e s s r s . M. Krone, Y. ElLinson, B. Duvdevani, S. Levi, 
David Ben Naeh and Elitzur Deevon all visited the country. 

FRANCE - Together with all the other movements , our movement worked 
very hard to secure signatures and enlist new member s to the resurgent 
Zionist Federation in that country. Our colleagues in the executive of the 
movement, rabbis , m e m b e r s of Bnei Akiva, Tikvateinu and Hamishmeret 
Hatzeira took an active pa r t under the guidance of the e m i s s a r i e s sent 
specially for the pro jec t . The work of our e m i s s a r i e s , M r . Yitzhak Getz, 
Mr. Sammy Rein, and Mr . Uri Falah, is par t icular ly worthy of note. 
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BELGIUM - Very thorough preparations were made by m e m b e r s of Hamishmeret 
Hatzeira and Bnei Akiva in Antwerp and Brusse l s . Most of the work consisted 
of a house-to-house membership drive. The projec t was l e s s successful than 
expected due to confusion and delays at the outset . 

AUSTRIA - Here the projec t was ca r r i ed out by local active m e m b e r s . Our 
e m i s s a r i e s , B. Duvdevani and A. Schwimmer contributed a great deal to the 
success of the pro jec t , which was considerable. 

HOLLAND, SWITZERLAND, THE SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES - •In these 
countries, the work was directed by the executive of the movement, in 
cooperation with m e m b e r s of our youth movement. Study days on the subject 
of the project were held at an early stage. Our member s in those count r ies 
ass is ted in the work of the H.Q. 'B set up by the Federat ions. 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA - Our centres in Argentine, Uruguay, 
Brazi l , Colombia and Mexico helped with the organisation and the drive to 
secure s ignatures fo r the Je rusa lem Programme, amongst their members and 
sympathisers f r o m all l aye r s of society, par t icular ly in the Jewish schools. 
Our emissa ry , Mr . B. Duvdevani, gave an impetus to the membership drive 
in general and to our movement in par t icu la r . Mr . M. Halbertal continued 
f r o m where he lef t off. This operation helped us strengthen our movement 
and the national Zionist Federat ions in the South American continent. 

SOUTH AFRICA, CANADA, AUSTRALIA AND ITALY - Our members 
in these countries ass i s ted in the general work of the project which was 
organised by the executive of the Zionist Federation. The work and the drive 
for s ignatures were on an individual bas i s . Members of Bnei Akiva contr i -
buted to the success of the project . 

SPECIAL EMISSARIES FOR THE PROJECT: 

Dr. I. Raphael M.K. The United States 

S. Fr iedman M. K. The United States 

Rabbi S. Zambrowsky The United States and Canada 

Rabbi Y. Ellinson Great Britain, Belgium, France, 
Switzerland and the U. S. 

Aharon Cohen Belgium, Great Britain, France, 
the U. S . , Canada and Italy 
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Great Britain, Belgium, France , 
Switzerland, Germany, Austr ia and 
and the Scandinavian countr ies . 

France , Belgium, Holland, Austria, 
Great Britain, the Argentine, Uruguay, 
and Brazi l . 

Great Britain, Belgium, Switzerland, 
France , Holland, Italy. 

France . 

Austria. 

Great Britain. 

Mexico, Brazi l , the Argentine and 
Uruguay. 

Europe and the United States. 

Belgium, Holland. 

The United States . 

South America, Europe. 

South Africa, Europe, Scandinavia and 
the United States. 

Europe, the United States and 
Austral ia . 

Shlomo Levi 

Baruch Duvdevani 

David Ben-Naeh 

Yitzhak Getz 

A. Schwimmer 

E. Deevon 

M. Halbertal 

N. Kedar 

A. Hadass 

Dr. Chaim Zohar 

Dr. Chaim Hamiel 

Rabbi M. Kirshblum. 

Mr. M. Krone 
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HERUT-HATZOHAR 

The World Executive of Herut-Hatzohar activated i ts national movements 
throughout the world on behalf of the project״ Publicity ma te r i a l was 
produced and c i r c u l a r s and an appeal by Herut leader Menahem Begin were 
sent to m e m b e r s , calling on them to sign the " J e ru sa l em P r o g r a m m e " . The 
appeal was distr ibuted in five languages. E m i s s a r i e s f r o m I s rae l and 
active members of the movement in the diaspora were enl is ted to help the 
national cen t res in the p ro jec t . 

THE LATIN-AMERICAN COUNTRIES 

In the course of his visi t to the Argentine, Uruguay and Braz i l , Mr . Matityahu 
Drobles succeeded in enlist ing the Herut-Hatzohar to the p ro jec t , in spite 
of the negative attitude prevai l ing amongst the Jewish public - due to apathy 
o r f e a r , o r both - towards the " J e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e " . 

In Uruguay, the Argentine and Brazi l , the movement has commit tees 
special ly fo r the p ro jec t , working in cooperation with the local federa t ions . 

In November 1970, M r . Yosef Klarman, , cha i rman of the Herut-Hatzohar , 
visited the region, and did a g rea t deal to enl is t m e m b e r s to the p ro jec t . 

Mr . Dov Sperling, an immigrant f r o m the U. S.S. R . , also worked for Herut-
Hatzohar in those th ree countr ies , and l a t e r in the other La t in -Amer ican 
countr i e s . He emphas ised the link between the survival of Zionism in 
Russ ia and the p ro jec t in the other countr ies of the diaspora . 

MEXICO - Here the movement was enl is ted for the p ro jec t in the f r amework 
of the local Zionist Federa t ion . Due to repea ted a t tempts to sabotage the 
Federa t ion by the es tabl ishment of r ival organisat ions , the census proceeded 
sluggishly, and the bes t poss ible r e su l t s were not achieved. Ear ly in March 
Mr . T. Doktash, a special e m i s s a r y of Herut-Hatzohar, went 
to Mexico, and succeeded in sett ing up a young Herut section. 

PERU - The Zionist Federa t ion appointed Dr . Nissim Elkabez, Chairman 
of the Herut -Hatzohar movement in Pe ru , as leader of the p ro jec t . 
Dr . Elkabez set t led in I s r ae l in April this yea r . 
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Here, the Federation, not the pa r t i e s , is continuing the pro jec t , although all 
the par t ies undertook to have their members and sympathisers sign the 
Je rusa lem Prog ramme . 

CHILE - Here, Mr . Uri Cohen, emis sa ry of Betar and the Herut-Hatzohar 
was in charge of the project . The visit by Mr . Klarman in November 1970 
contributed a great deal to the projec t . 

# 

COLOMBIA - Herut-Hatzohar and the General Zionists united under the 
name "Gahal", and will appear on a single l i s t for the elections to the Zionist 
Congress. 

AUSTRIA - The Herut-Hatzohar bloc was active in ;the projec t in the 
f ramework of the Zionist Federat ion. 

ITALY - Here also, the Herut-Hatzohar worked within the Zionist 
Federat ion. 

GREAT BRITAIN ־ Due to the stubborn re fusa l of the Bri t ish Zionist 
Federat ion to accept the Herut-Hatzohar bloc into i ts ranks , or to se t up 
a committee for the project , the Zionist Executive in Je rusa l em decided to 
empower our movement in Britain to conduct the project independently, and 
allocated a budget for the purpose. 

The Young He rut Movement which was set up as recently as las t April , 
succeeded in recrui t ing over 1, 000 new m e m b e r s , and in establishing a Young 
Herut section. At the end of April, Knesset Member Chaim Landau was sent 
to England by the Herut centre for a se r ies of l ec tures , on behalf of the 
Membership Drive. 

Towards the end of the project , M r s . Eli Bergman, sec re ta ry of the world 
executive, a r r ived in England. During her visi t , the movement 
established five sub-branches in Glasgow, Manchester , Liverpool, Leeds 
and Cardiff. Each of the sub-branches was immediately enlisted in a drive 
to secure signatures fo r the Je rusa l em Prog ramme . 

BELGIUM - The movement in that country operates within the Zionist Federa t ion. 
The project H.Q. i s headed by a Zionist Federat ion member , Mr . A. Wulliger 

In Antwerp, a new committee was set up fo r the movement, It threw itself immediately 
into the work of the project . I s rae l i l eade r s - Herut leader Menahem Begin, 
World Zionist Executive chairman Yosef Klarman, and l eade r s of the French 
movement - M e s s r s . Shlomo Fr iedr ich and Jacques Koper, helped to a rouse 
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enthusiasm amongst the m e m b e r s . At the end of April, Mrs . Eli Bergman 
came to Belgium, for a special operation at the conclusion of the pro jec t . 

FRANCE - Here, the Herut-Hatzohar bloc was enlisted for the project , 
in cooperation with the Zionist Federation, and achieved encouraging 
r e su l t s . Most of the activity took place in P a r i s , although some effor t i s 
a lso being made in Marsei l les and other ci t ies . Vigorous ef for ts a re 
being made amongst the students. 

In the second half of April , Mr . Chaim Landau M. K. was sent by the project H.Q. 
for a se r ies of lec tures on behalf of the projec t . Mr. Shalom Levy, 
Secretary-General of the Betar leadership, spurred the youth wing to 
action towards the end of the project 

AUSTRALIA - Members of the movement a re participating actively in the 
pro jec t , within the Zionist Federation, and the national H.Q. is headed by 
a number of the movement, Mr. Frank Edel. 

At the end of March, a new emissary of Betar was sent to Austral ia . He is 
actively engaged in the projec t . 

UNITED STATES - Our movement began to work for the project as ear ly 
as June 1970. The project coordinator of Herut-Hatzohar, Yitzhak Haimovitz 
(attorney), visited the United States twice (in May-June and November-
December) and visited the branches, f rom one city to the next , to help the 
local leadership and enlist them for the project . In December, a new 
executive was established by the Herut-Hatzohar bloc in the United States. 
It consisted mainly of young people, who undertook to endeavour to ca r ry the 
projec t to members and sympathisers throughout the country. 

At the beginning of April, Mr . Yosef Klarman. visited the United States on 
behalf of the Zionist Executive, and met the local executive to spur them 
towards the completion of the census. 

SOUTH AFRICA & RHODESIA - The movement is cooperating with the 
Zionist Federation in the conduct of the project , and is taking pains to ensure 
that every member and sympathiser appears on the l ist of s ignatories . 

CANADA - The Herut- Hatzohar bloc is cooperating fully with the Zionist 
Federat ion, and is endeavouring to ensure that every member signs the Programme. 
The drive for signatures is being conducted mainly by members of the youth 
movements, under the leadership of the Betar emis sa r i e s in Toronto and 
Montreal. 

In October, the national congress of Betar was held in Toronto. It was 
devoted in par t to the membership drive. In Montreal, a section for young 
adults was established, and enlisted immediately for the projec t . 
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MAPAM 

The project-began when the New Left was making i ts f i r s t impact on the 
world, but by the conclusion of the p ro jec t , the media were beginning to 
forget them. Many young Jews were caught up by th is movement , whose 
slogans were an t i -Zionism and vocal condemnation of I s r a e l . When c l ea r 
hints of an t i semi t i sm crept into the p ro j ec t s of the New Lef t , some o£; the 
Jewish youth were disenchanted, and sought o ther out lets for the i r rad ica l 
leanings. This sect ion of youth red i scovered Borochov and his doctr ine 
was adopted as a bas i s fo r Zionism and c l a s s r egene ra t ion . In t he i r 
hear t s , they harbour a revuls ion to any es tab l i shment , including the 
Zionist es tab l i shment . Their slogan i s : "We m u s t r e n d e r Zionism rad ica l , 
and social ism Z ion i s t . " When they saw that no ideal can be r ea l i s ed 
without an organisat ional f r amework , they began to l i s ten to young people 
f r o m I s rae l . Through the l a t t e r , they d iscovered Mapamand i ts var ious 
sect ions. At the outset of the p ro jec t , the pr incip le was adopted that the 
act of signing the P r o g r a m m e should be the outcome c£ ideological 
recognition. There were some who saw the i s sue of the s ignature as a 
belit t lement of the image of the Zionist movement , as a r e v e r s i o n to the 
method of gathering the shekel , e tc . They c a l l e d f o r a campaign of 
publicity and pe r suas ion before a single s ignature was taken. The 
ideological debate was lengthy. 

Another p roblem which engaged these groups was that of the Pa les t in ians . 
They said: a national l ibera t ion movement such as ou r s m u s t recognise 
the national movement of the Pales t in ians and to dec la re that in the whole 
land of I s rae l , the re i s room fo r two independent s t a t e s . Some r e f u s e d 
to sign on account of the " immigra t ion" c lause , o r o the r doubts. 

THE OPERATION IN ISRAEL 

Those designated as e m i s s a r i e s held study days and a p r e p a r a t o r y meet ing . 
The combined higher executive met to d i scuss modes of action amongst 
the younger generat ion, methods of ideological Z ion i s t / soc ia l i s t education, 
and work f o r the p r o j e c t . Special study days f o r Yiddish-speakers were 
held, with the par t ic ipat ion of journa l i s t s , au thors , public f i gu res and 
represen ta t ives of women ' s organisat ions f r o m F r a n c e , the U . S . , Canada 
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and Australia. There were special study days for volunteers in "Hakibhutz 
Ha 'ar tz i" (the Mapam kibbutz movement) and seminars . 

FRANCE - The delegation spoke also of those who stood on the sidelines. 
A comprehensive operation was begun, with the participation of graduates 
of the "Hasbomer Hatzair" youth movement, amongst groups who had so 
f a r remained outside the Zionist movement, such as the Communist Par ty . 
Individual meetings were held with leaders of the organisations, and house 
visits were made. In a se r i e s of seminars and study days, the following 
lec tures were delivered: "The Doctrine of Borochov" by Arieh Shafir 
"Judaism and Marxism" by Eli Ben Gal, "Zionism in the Seventies" by Dov 
Poder (in the suburbs of Par i s ) and at the opening of the project in Toulouse. 
Study meetings were held by the team of emis sa r i e s in Strasbourg, Lyons and 
Marse i l les . 

In 1970 and 19 71, congresses of Reform Jews were held, with hundreds of 
part icipants, mainly intellectuals. These congresses served as a kind of 
laboratory for a p rogress ive left-wing Zionist orientation, capable of facing 
up to the anti-national assimilat ionists . 

One of the congresses dealt with "Anti-Zionism and Antisemit ism". The 
part icipants included Senator Trachini f rom Italy, and the authors Andr6 
Schwarz-Bart , Albert Memmi, Claude Lanzmann, Rabbi, and others . A 
second congress dealt with "Communism and the Jewish question". It was 
a theoretical examination of the marxis t att i tude to the Jewish question 
compared with that of Zionist-social ism. 

Another congress , which was of a regional nature, dealt with "Zionism and 
Socialism". The l ec tu re r was Dov Puder. 

A three day seminar fo r students f rom Europe and the U. S. was held at the 
Hashomer Hatzair training f a r m . The central topic was: "Left-Wing Youth 
and Zionism", and the emis sa r i e s Eli Ben Gal and Arieh Shafir took par t . 

Articles on the pro jec t and its importance were published in the Journal 
"Cahiers Bernard Lazar" together with ar t ic les on the Zionist idea. A 
propaganda pamphlet was published on the project and on "Zionism in the 
Seventies" by Dov Puder , and a second pamphlet entitled "The End of the 
Diaspora" by Eli Ben Gal. Jewish wr i t e r s issued a call to the public to 
join the pro jec t . 

GREAT BRITAIN - The emphasis in the project was placed on the propagation 
of the idea amongst the younger generation of Jews. The method employed 
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was that of the house circle for ideological persuasion. The operation was 
car r ied out in London and the provincial c i t ies . Mr . Mendelson, a British 
Member of Par l iament , and Mr. A. Schenker, helped to launch the projec t . 
Dan Leon and David Miron took par t in the study days. Pamphlets entitled 
"Coexistence" and "The Works of Borochov" edited by David Miron, were 
published in English. Leaflets explaining the project , the Je rusa lem 
Programme and the Mapam programme were also published. 

ITALY - The intention was to reach that pa r t of the Yiddish speaking public 
which is indifferent or hostile, ei ther on account of rese rva t ions about the 
existing institutions or on account of adherence to the Communist lef t and 
its organisation. The confrontation with the lat ter centred upon three 
i sses : 

- identification with the Zionist movement as the national l iberat ion movement 
of the Jewish people 

- the ant i - Israel position is antisemitism in a modern guise 

- the need for a strong Zionist left and for a change in the charac te r of 
the Zionist Federation in its modes of propaganda and its organisation. 

Ideological congresses were held in Padua and Milan to give a boost towards 
the close of the project . An action committee was elected, and the ideological 
situation was discussed in prepara t ion for the elections to the Congress and to 
draw up a l is t of candidates. 

The project was ca r r ied out in cooperation with graduates of the "Hashomer 
Hatzair" movement. 

An article entitled "Port ico Dautavia" , leaf le ts and c i r cu la r s were published, 
and a great many personal i t ies were contacted. 

BELGIUM - The operation consisted mainly of house c i rc les in Brusse l s , 
Antwerp and Liege. Dov Puder and Ari eh Shafir took par t in the meetings 
and symposia. Moshe Ekstein and - on behalf of youth - I s rae l Shurman, 
were members of the H. Q. The dedication of the new Hashomer Hatzair 
House became a propaganda meeting for parents and sympath isers . The 
lec turer was Yosef Rosenfeld. The same publications were used as in 
France. 

LATIN AMERICA - A national congress of emis sa r i e s was held in 
Montevideo, to discuss the organisation and execution of the p ro jec t and 
preparat ions for the elections for the Zionist Congress. It was decided 
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inter alia that each member should collect a cer tain number of s ignatures and 
that the movement should part icipate in all the central and local H. Q . ' s . Two 
of the four pamphlets of "Enfoks" were devoted to the problems of social ism 
in our t i n e s and to the problems of Zionism. 

Prepara tory work included the publication of an analyses of the situation of the 
Jew in Latin America in the light of Borochov's doctrine, and of a pamphlet on 
the problems of the kibbutz. 

URUGUAY - Our youth movement i s taking an active pa r t in the projec t . Our 
active members also approached the Yiddish-speaking youth and left-wing 
c i rc les , and some of them took par t in an impressive ideological seminar . 
Zvi Yitshakov took par t in the H.Q. of emi s sa r i e s working on the projec t . 
Mapam secured approximately 400 s ignatures . Lectures , s emina r s , meetings 
and house c i rc les were held. Every week a p rogramme in Yiddish was 
broadcast over the local radio. A women's c ircle named af ter Chaviva Reik 
was held. 

A book entitled "Zionism and the Lef t" consisting of the lec tures of Bar Nir 
was published. 

BRAZIL - When the projec t was in its final stages, spor ts events were held. 
These were util ised for the purpose cf the pro jec t . A congress of the young 
section f rom San Paolo, Rio-de-Janeiro and Porto Alegre was held. 

THE RESULTS OF THE OPERATION 

(1) We saw our main success in our work amongst youth. The Radical 
Zionist Alliance decided officially to join us and to appear on the same l is t 
as A. P . A. at the elections to Congress. 

(2) Ideological and house c i rc les served as a bridge to other groups. 
Most important - leaders of new groups which had joined u s continued to 
work individually amongst their own sympathisers , to induce them to join 
the pro jec t . 

(3) The prospect of good resu l t s through the mail based 
on an internal card index and also by the operation amongst the t rade 
unions. 

(4) Short, readable publications in the form of a le t ter or leaflet a re 
preferable to long publications, as the public does not read the l a t t e r . 
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EMISSARIES SENT SPECIALLY FOR THE PROJECT: 

P a r i s , the congress of European 
emi s sa r i e s . 

The Argentine, Uruguay, conference 
of emi s sa r i e s , study days, public 
meet ings . 

London, P a r i s , Zurich, Amsterdam, 
Milan, Rome. 

Italy. 

France , Belgium. 

Latin America . 

Great Britain . 

The Argentine. 

The United States. 

The United States. 

London. 

London. 

Brusse l s , Antwerp, London, P a r i s , 
Zurich, Rome. 

European Emis sa r i e s Conference, 
Conference of Emissa r i e s in Latin 
America and South Africa 

Meetings with youth: London, P a r i s , 
Brusse l s , Copenhagen, Germany, 
Italy. 

Meir Ya 'ar i M. K. 

Dov Bar Nir 

Pere tz Merhav 

Mordechai Shifman 

Simcha Flapan 

Mordechai Blanche 

Dov Darom 

Nahum Solominski 

Yitzhak Pat ish 

Hanan Cohen 

Muhammed Watud 

Dan Leon 

Emma Talmi 

Heini Borenstein 

Latif Dori, Nahum Shor, 
Avi Nidreh 

I 

Holland, Belgium, France , Great 
Bri tain. 

Chile, the Argentine, the United 
States. 

Reuven Arzi 

Naftali Feder 
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THE INDEPENDENT ZIONIST MOVEMENT 

The e m i s s a r i e s of the movement worked to promote the membersh ip drive 
in their respec t ive count r ies . Avraham Hasson, f r o m Kibbutz Tel Yitshak, 
was active in the Latin American countr ies . He paved the way fo r the work 
of the e m i s s a r y Arieh Ravid f r o m Kibbutz Ein Hashlosha, who worked in the 
Argentine, Uruguay, Chile, Pe ru , Bolivia and Paraguay . 

In France , Aharon Rimoni was enlisted for the p ro jec t , which he di rected. 

Zvi Madim of Kfar Glickson, e m i s s a r y of "Zionis t Youth" in Mexico, worked 
on behalf of the H.Q. to promote the p ro jec t in the Central Amer ican count r ies . 

In URUGUAY, some 600 out of 750 m e m b e r s of the movement convened fo r an 
assembly which r ep re sen t ed the beginning of internat ional organisat ion and the 
intensif icat ion of activity. In March 1971, the f i r s t congress of the movement 
me t . Office holders were elected and modes of action were chosen. The demand 
was ra i sed f o r democra t i c elect ions to the local community (leadership) and 
to the Zionist Congress . In June 1971, the movement was recognised by the 
local Zionist Federa t ion . 

In the ARGENTINE, a comprehensive organisat ional campaign was opened in 
the provincial c i t i e s . Community l eade r s and active m e m b e r s f r o m Rosaria, 
En t re -Rios and El Li tora l joined the ranks of the movement . 

In Buenos Ai re s , study days and a number of meet ings were held, with a view 
to providing guidelines f o r those who were to work f o r the p ro jec t . 

Institutions tf the movement were set up in Mexico with the full cooperation 
of Zionist ac t iv i s t s , Zionist Youth and the student sect ion. 

At the initiative of the Independent Zionist Movement, the bloc f o r the 
r e fu rb i shment of Zionism in Mexico was es tabl ished. This body b e a r s 
responsibi l i ty f o r the execution of the p ro jec t . 

"Young Judea" in CANADA decided to join the Independent Zionist Movement. 

Active m e m b e r s of the I. Z. M. in BELGIUM were enl is ted fo r the p ro jec t . 
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PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISEMENT 

With the cooperation of the columns of "Zionist Youth" the world centre 
issued the following publications: 

"Orot" (lights), a monthly for the Latin American countries־ 

"Zmanim" (Times), an informative leaflet־ 

"Igeret Lepe' i l im" (message to active members) , a contemporary Zionist 
review. 

"Alim", (leaves), a quar ter ly dealing with economic and political i s sues , 
devoted to the problem of Soviet Jewry. 

In French - "Yachdav" (together), an informative leaflet . 

In German - "Hamitzpeh Haliberali" (the l iberal outlook, or vantage-point) 
a monthly published by a c i rc le of people f rom central Europe, intended for 
Germany, Austr ia and Switzerland. 

In GREAT BRITAIN - "Darkeinu" (our path), ideological studies of 
progress ive general Zionism. 

In Hebrew ־ "Leket Yidiot" (a collection of news i tems) . 
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WIZO-FEDERATION OF WOMEN ZIONISTS 

The World Executive of WIZO undertook to c a r r y out the membersh ip drive 
in all 50 of i t s b ranches in the d iaspora . On the ins t ruct ions of the 
world WIZO executive in I s rae l , the Federa t ion printed in their respect ive 
l anguages , new m e m b e r s h i p ca rd s bear ing the following: 

- the i r par t ic ipat ion as m e m b e r s in the Zionist Federat ion in the i r 
respec t ive count r ies o r in the World Zionist Federa t ion. 

the J ־ e r u s a l e m P r o g r a m m e , as laid down at the Zionist Congress in I9f 8. 

Every WIZO federat ion in the world took a very active p a r t in the p ro jec t , and 
cooperated closely with the Zionist Federa t ion H. Q. in every country to 
conduct the P r o j e c t . 

Every operat ion was c a r r i e d out on a voluntary bas is o r with the f inances 
of the Federa t ion . 

In J a n u a r y - F e b r u a r y 1971, the P res iden t of World WIZO, M r s . Ra 'aya Yaglom, 
was in close contact with the m e m b e r s of the WIZO Federat ions in Switzer land, 
F rance , Italy, Belgium, Sweden and Great Bri ta in , to spur them to effect ive 
action in ca r ry ing out the membersh ip dr ive . For this purpose , she took 
pa r t in l a r g e - s c a l e a s sembl ies , and sma l l e r meet ings , lec tured to m e m b e r s 
on the r ea sons which impelled the Zionist movement to embark upon the 
membersh ip d r i v e and on the special importance fo r the women of WIZO, as 
m e m b e r s in a Zionist organisat ion, of signing a membersh ip ca rd . 

M r s . Yaglom conducted an intensive correspondence with all the WIZO 
federa t ions on this subject . 

In April , P r o f . Lea Scazzoccio, m e m b e r of the World WIZO Executive, went to 
South Amer ica , to conduct the membersh ip drive in Uruguay, Bras i l , the 
Argentine and other countr ies on the sub-continent . Every e f for t was nade 
to ensure that each of the 165, 000 m e m b e r s of WIZO throughout the d iaspora 
would sign a membersh ip card , thereby helping to inc rease the membersh ip 
of the World Zionist Federa t ion. 
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Each WIZO federation received instructions f r o m the executive in Israel 
to send the names of the members who signed the membership ca rd to the 
drive H.Q. in their respect ive countr ies . 

WIZO hopes that its representat ion at the approaching World Zionist 
Congress will be proportionate to the number of WIZO m e m b e r s in the 
Zionist Movement, and that the scope of WIZO's activities in every field 
of Jewish and Zionist education will be taken into account. 
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WORLD SEPHARDI FEDERATION 

PREPARATION AND PRACTICAL WORK 

In July 1970, the I s r ae l Executive of the Federa t ion decided to add new f o r c e s 
to i ts ve te ran membersh ip . They included: the Minister of Pol ice , Mr . 
Shlomo Hillel, the Minis ter of Health, M r . Victor Shemtov, Deputy-Speaker 
of the Knesset , M r . Yitshak Navon, and Deptity-Minister of Education, Dr. 
Avner Sciaky. Together with the world cent re in London, they worked hard 
on the member sh ip dr ive . To an extent, i t was a daring decision, to t e s t 
the Sephardic community l e a d e r s and their affinity with the Zionist idea. 

In Amste rdam, a convention was held to set up organisat ions f o r the p ro j ec t . 
The convention was attended by Mr . Eliahu Elyashar , Chairman of the I s r ae l i 
Executive, M r . Shemtov, who is a m e m b e r of the Executive of the Federat ion, 
P r o f . Ono Shaki and also the Pres iden t of the Hebrew Universi ty, M r . Avraham 
Harman. At the convention, it was decided that the H.Q. in J e r u s a l e m should 
be asked to send e m i s s a r i e s to enl is t the communit ies fo r the p ro jec t : to F rance , 
where the re a r e many Jews of North Afr ican origin, to Greece , Turkey, the 
United States , Canada and Grea t Bri ta in , two e m i s s a r i e s to I ran , two e m i s s a r i e s 
to Latin Amer i ca and an e m i s s a r y to Italy, Belgium and Holland. 

To our g rea t r e g r e t , only some of the e m i s s a r i e s , whom we reques ted , were 
sent . An e m i s s a r y was sent to Canada. He succeeded in organis ing a unified Zionist 
group the re , and it joined the local Zionist Federat ion. He organised house 
c i r c l e s and r ec ru i t ed young people fo r the p ro j ec t . He succeeded in organising 
groups f o r the purpose of visi t ing I s r a e l . The f i r s t such group will a r r i ve in 
I s rae l in mid-June 1971. Two e m i s s a r i e s were also sent to I ran and one to 
Lat in Amer i ca . 

In F rance , we had to make do with the work of M r . A. Narvoni amongst Jews 
of North Afr ican origin, on behalf of the Federa t ion and the Jewish Agency. In 
March, M r . M. Elkein went to F rance on behalf of the Federa t ion , to t r y to 
a rouse a vigorous e f fo r t on behalf of the member sh ip dr ive . Our r eques t f o r 
m o r e e m i s s a r i e s were in vain. 

PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISEMENT 

In addition to an appeal by the cha i rman of the Jewish Agency Executive, 
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Mr. L. A. Pincus, the Sephardic Federation published an information c i rcu la r 
on the essence and Value of the project , and sent it to all the communit ies . 
In this c i rcular , the chance was accorded to each Sephardic community in the 
diaspora to be represented on the basis of i ts numerical strength at the next 
Zionist Congress, thus being able to express i ts views and make i ts problems 
known. It i s noteworthy that this c i rcular aroused a considerable response . 

IDEOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES 

An international conference on Zionist ideology was held in Je rusa lem in 
December 1970. Delegates f rom Europe, America, Turkey, Great Bri tain, 
France, Italy, Spain and Latin America took pa r t . The Organisation 
Department of the Jewish Agency helped to organise the conference. It was 
resolved inter alia to call upon all the communities to participate in the 
projec t . The e m i s s a r i e s who helped to organise the project also made a 
ma jo r contribution to the ideological discussion. The subject of the 
conference was "Whether our Faces are turned to Zionism and I s rae l" , 
which was something quite new in the Sephardic Jewish communities. 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENTS AND DIFFICULTIES 

The lack of ideological training in these communities over many y e a r s made 
the work of the e m i s s a r i e s more difficult. The la t te r were unable to complete 
the ideological instruction in the time at their disposal . Nevertheless, the 
wall of apathy to the pro jec t , which had charac te r i sed the Sephardic communit ies 
up till then, was breached. We were aware that the root of this apathy and 
unwillingness to cooperate with the existing Zionist leadership lay in pas t 
disappointments. The li t t le group of emi s sa r i e s succeeded in inculcating 
an awareness that the Zionist movement belongs to the ent ire nation, not just 
to a part of it , as the Sephardic communities had thought. 

Hence, we reached the conclusion that we must continue to send joint 
emis sa r i e s to the Sephardic Federation and the Zionist Movement, to strengthen 
the links and the Zionist affinity in the hear ts of the Sephardic communit ies , 
especially the youth, to win them over and integrate them in the operation, to 
ca r ry out the miss ions of the nation and the s ta te . 

More emi s sa r i e s will be the salvation of the sons of the Sephardic Jews , many 
of whom are drowning in the golden desolation of a wretched exile. 
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THE IDEOLOGICAL CLARIFICATION 
AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
AMONGST YOUTH AND STUDENTS 





INTRODUCTION 

In July 1969 the Zionist General Council met for the f i r s t t ime af ter the 
27th Congress. At this session the youth and student delegates demanded 
that a new congress be held forthwith. After a lengthy struggle the 
General Council decided to bring forward the date of the 28th Zionist 
Congress, but no exact date was set . Similarly, two additional 
fundamental resolutions were passed: 

a. that the Congress would be devoted to ideological questions; 
b. that the Congress would be elected by democratic p roces se s . 

It was too ear ly at this stage to clar i fy details regarding the significance 
of these resolutions, but it was already apparent that we were faced with 
the need for extensive ideological clarification amongst youth, in preparat ion 
for the Congress to come, and that we would be required to take f a r -
ranging organisational action in order to mobilize the youth and student 
groups to join organized bodies of Zionist activity. The Zionist General 
Council decided in principle on a Zionist membership drive which would 
be necessary pr ior to the elections leading to the determination of 
representat ion in the coming Congress. 

The activities of the staff of the Youth and Hechalutz Department and, 
la ter on, of the Secretar ies of the world movements, of shlichim in the 
field and of youth activists themselves began already two yea r s ago; and 
it is no exaggeration to say that the main personal i t ies involved have 
devoted a large par t of their energy and activity to this objective during the 
past two yea r s . Considerable resources and vast amounts of energy, 
planning and time have been invested in achieving this difficult aim by the 
entire staff of the Department. 

Immediately af ter the conclusion of the session of the General Council, at 
the beginning of August 1969, the executive of the Youth and Hechalutz 
Department met to plan this operation. This was followed by extended 
clarif ications with the sec re ta r i e s of the world youth movements and 
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representa t ives of student bodies to analyse the problems facing us . Already 
at the initial stages we were aware of the problems likely to a r i se f rom an 
activity of this nature among youth: 

A. The youth which had demanded an ideological Congress was not ready 
for a ser ious clarification, and therefore this had to be preceded by a long 
period of study, so that by the time of the Congress youth would be able to 
make its own special contribution and would be able to stand up to the 
veterans. 

B. Representation at a Zionist Congress is the direct outcome of formal 
membership in the f ramework of the World Zionist Movement, the inevitable 
consequence of this i s , therefore , formal membership in the f ramework of 
the Zionist Federations throughout the world, since a worldwide movement 
can only be based on te r r i to r ia l f rameworks . It was c lear that we were 
confronted with an extended period of difficult and complicated work. On the 
one hand, there were many Zionist Federat ions which were attenuated and 
disorganised and which could not a t t ract young people; but what was still 
more important - youth and student groups in most countries re fused to 
be connected with the Zionist Federat ions, had not operated within their 
f rameworks for a very long time, regarding themselves as relieved of the 
political burden of rolling up their sleeves and entering the work within the 
Zionist organisational f rameworks . It was clear therefore that, together 
with the ideological clarification, we would have to undertake a process of 
political and organisational education for the youth and students in order to 
overcome the b a r r i e r s of indifference and naivety and in order to induce them 
to engage in activity organised within the Zionist f rameworks . 

C. At the same time we were confronted with the full force of the frontal 
attack f rom wide sections of the New Left against Zionism and Is rae l . It 
is difficult now to recal l our mood of two years ago since today, as it is well 
known, things have changed, but the initial stages of the membership drive 
got under way in an atmosphere of hostility to Zionism among youth in 
par t icular and on the campuses in general . The Zionist clarification was, 
therefore , compelled to be held at one and the same time as widespread 
political propaganda activities and constitute par t of an even wider struggle. 
Our activities within the framework of the Zionist clarification began less than 
a year af ter the student revolution of May 1968 in Pa r i s , and during that 
entire year universi t ies throughout the world were in a state of agitation. 
Students manned the bar r icades . It is said that in October of that year , 150 
students were killed in Cordoba in Argentina, and at approximately the same 
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t ime similar events occurred at the University of Mexico, the prec ise number 
of those missing not being known to this day״ That atmosphere was fully 
exploited by Left is t e lements and by the Arabs so that many groups among 
Jewish youth were swept into adopting an implacably cr i t ical stand, not 
only towards I s r ae l ' s political position at the t ime, but also towards the 
existence of a Jewish state at all . That i s , against the basic concept of 
Zionism״ In this atmosphere it was clear to us that the very word 
'Zionist ' required fa r - reach ing rehabilitation and that we were likely to 
encounter several ideological and mental fo rces which would form a 
stumbling block in the path of Zionist propaganda and would t ry to win the 
allegiance of the youth. It was apparent that we would have to be as 
flexible and bold as possible and to mobilise all the r e sou rces at our disposal 
in order to overcome these difficulties. There was a press ing need to find 
the appropriate ideological answers to the hostile attitudes which were then 
current among Jewish students in the west. 

D. It was also c lear to us ttet the activity upon which we were about 
to embark required today's youth to take an unaccustomed step: namely the fact 
that all Zionist organisations requi re the youngsters ' overt identification and 
thus his implicit willingness to be a member within the f ramework of the 
organisation - in this case , the Zionist Federat ion. During the previous 
year the Department had dissolved the Zionist Student Organisation in the U . S . , 
assuming that organisation within a formal f ramework was no longer 
relevant. Modern youth does not usually tend to express i ts political stand 
through membership cards , votes, membership fees or long- term 
committment. It tends to be politically active, but this activity is always 
contingent on the appropriate opportunity ar is ing. Youth is prepared to 
join any given demonstration but not to sign a manifesto; to join in a s t r ike , 
to go on protes t marches , e t c . , but to avoid the f rameworks which were 
accepted in the pas t . The membership drive was, the re fore , by its very 
na tu re , an activity going in the opposite direction to the policy and tact ics 
laid down by the Zionist Movement even before the 27th Congress , that is : 
flexibility in meetings with youth, and without res t r i c t ing itself at the 
coming Zionist Congress except through formal membership in Zionist 
f rameworks , and that the membership drive could not be held without 
a minimum of formal institutionalisation. These paradoxes required 
organisation, as stated above, and a search for sophisticated ways of 
overcoming this basic psychological difficulty. 

E. Zionist ideology is very r ich and has many shades within it . It was, 
therefore , c lear to us that only a more open and plural is t ic approach could 
bring the youth to u s . The Je rusa lem Programme, which expressed the 
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common factor of the entire Zionist Movement, constitutes by its very nature 
a kind of political compromise between the various elements in the Movement 
and is designed to emphasise the unity of the Movement above arguments and 
differences. It was c lear , therefore , that in this sphere too we were likely 
to come up against the fact that youth is not at t racted to political compromises 
in the ideological sphere. Youth's ideological conceptions are generally 
radical , r ega rd less of the direction, whether to right or to lef t . Youth 
tends to express itself in extreme t e rms and is not accustomed to adapting 
to the needs of the political life of a la rge , voluntary body such as the 
Zionist Movement. In this respect too it was evident that we had a long 
and exhausting way to go in effecting the political education of the youngsters 
who would join our ranks, so that they would become acquainted with the 
Movement and understand the ways in which it operates . The Department 
began to contend with these problems long before any other factors in the 
Zionist Movement had taken any initiative. These things are not said 
boastfully but in order to explain that we were aware of the fact that if 
the membership drive was going to be difficult in general , among youth and 
students it would be several t imes more difficult. For there is no 
resemblance between mobilising a veteran Zionist who has grown used to 
purchasing shekels over many years , regards himself as a longstanding 
member of his movement, has participated in many Zionist meetings and is 
well-acquainted with Zionist ideology and mobilising a youngster fo r whom 
this is the f i r s t t ime he is entering this complex jungle with i ts ideological 
and organisational snares . Because we were aware of the difficult mission 
facing us we decided to begin basic preparat ions in the autumn of 1969, although 
only af ter the second Zionist General Council, held in Spring 1970, were the 
f i r s t preparat ions t ranslated into the language of organisational fact , when 
detailed resolutions were passed concerning the organisational character of 
the membership drive, 

PREPARATION AND PLANNING STAGES 

We had approximately two yea r s for action. It was agreed by the secre ta r ia t 
of the world movements and by the shlichim in the various countries visited 
by the head of the Department that the f i r s t year should be devoted to a 
supreme effor t in the ideological sphere. Two stages were decided on 
initially: f i r s t - in the ideological sphere, while the session of the General 
Council, to be held in spring 1970, would be followed by the organisational 
ef for t . Nevertheless , already at the f i r s t stage the member s of the 
Department and the principal activists within the movements had to begin 
planning the organisational work and, mainly, the preparat ion of the 
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organisational and methodical suggestions to be presented for the approval 
of the Zionist Executive and the General Council. 

ACTIVITY IN THE SPHERE OF IDEOLOGICAL CLARIFICATION ־ 

This began at the beginning of the summer of 1969; a document entitled 
"Studies in Zionism - Points for Discussion on Zionist Ideology", 
constituting a methodological analysis of Zionist history was prepared . 
Twelve basic topics were outlined, which were broken up into secondary 
questions, in order to a s s i s t youth in approaching the jungle of ideology and 
to help the Department and its shlichim in approaching the ideological 
clarification in a systematic and methodical way. This booklet, which 
was eventually published in many languages and in thousands of copies 
throughout the ent ire world, served as the basis for activit ies in the sphere 
of ideological clarif ication in the movements and in non-Zionist organisations. 
In addition to the chapter headings the booklet contained a guide to the 
formation of discussion c i rc les and ways of conducting the clar i f icat ion. 

In the Autumn of 1969 two conferences of shlichim were held, one in Grenoble 
in France for the shlichim in Europe, and the other in New J e r s e y , in the 
U. S. A. The conference for shlichim in Latin America was held in June 
1970. The ideological clarif ication as well as the initial s tages of preparat ion 
for the organisational campaign - the membership drive - stood at the 
centre of these conferences of shlichim. 

Immediately af ter the conferences, in December 1969 and January 1970, most 
of the movements began internal ideological c lar i f icat ions . The Department 
s tar ted publishing mater ia l to ass i s t in these act ivi t ies. With the ass is tance 
of a r esea rch institute twelve kits were prepared on the topics which appeared 
in the original booklet. Each kit contained basic a r t ic les on subjects 
associated with the Zionist ideological clarif ication. 

ACTIVITY IN THE ORGANISATIONAL SPHERE 

The Department began a se r ies of discussions with the s ec r e t a r i e s of the 
world movements and with the representat ives of the youth and students on 
the Zionist General Council on the resolutions which the youth wanted to 
present to the Zionist General Council, at its second meeting. From the 
s ta r t it was clear that the ideological aspect, considered so important by the 
youth, would be comparatively easy, while there would be many difficulties 
in the organisational sphere. This is why prec i se planning in the 
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organisational sphere was so essential . 

The Department 's shlichim in various countries began to establish 
initial contact with Zionist federations in countries where this was possible, 
in order to examine the place of youth within them. The Department 's 
executive appointed its General Director, Haim Ganel, as its representat ive 
in the committee formed by the Jewish Agency for planning the membership 
drive. During the months preceding the second session of the Zionist 
General Council the Department made a number of fundamental suggestions 
in the organisational sphere: 

a) Although Zionist membership cannot be divided up, and it should be 
emphasised to youth that membership in a Zionist organisation must also 
constitute membership in a Zionist Federation, this does involve the danger 
that youth will be repelled if its only connection is with the veteran leadership 
with which it has had difficulties of communication in the past . It was י 
proposed, therefore , that the membership drive be held on a paral lel but 
separate basis among youth groups. That is , the mobilisation of members 
among the younger generation would be done by the youngsters themselves. 
This would mean that in every Federation a special youth committee would 
be established in order to encourage and impel youth to stand up and be 
counted. The membership drive would be uniform but the channels of 
implementation and mobilisation would be separate , wherever the situation 
required this . 

b) That youth should be permitted to be counted through questionnaire, 
thus making things eas ie r for them psychologically with regard to joining a 
Zionist movement. In this respect there were different considerations and 
stages. Thus, for example, there were those who thought that there was no 
need to require youth to make a financial contribution, since for today's 
youth this symbolises nothing, and a youngster who signs a political document 
is undertaking a f a r more momentous committment than one who merely 
gives a couple of dol lars . There were also some who claimed that there was 
no need to give details of the Jerusa lem Programme in the census fo rms , 
not because the Programme was not viable but because youth is not aware of 
i ts significance and is likely to encounter ideological difficulties in under-
standing it . We decided not to place undue emphasis on the fact that membership 
in the Zionist World Organisation necessar i ly requi res membership in a 
specific Zionist Federat ion. In the discussions of the Zionist Executive and, 
la ter on, in the discussions of the Zionist General Council and at its second 
session, only some of these suggestions were accepted, the r e s t being 
re jected. 
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FINAL ORGANISATION FOR THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Despite the fact that the WUJS (World Union of Jewish Students) delegation 
suspended its participation in the Zionist General Council at its f i r s t 
session, the course of time had its effect and at the second session, in the 
Spring of 1970, the delegation returned to join the youth delegation in i ts 
struggle to plan the membership drive, in an attempt to a ssure the fulfi lment 
of their c laims in everything concerning the charac ter of the 28th Congress. 

Let it suffice here to note the resu l t s associated with the membership drive 
among youth and students: the Zionist General Council again approved that 
the 28th Zionist Congress be held at the end of 1971. The General Council 
also rea f f i rmed the resolution that the Congress would place the ideological 
problems at the centre of its discussions and that representat ion at the 
Congress would be determined through democrat ic elections and p roces se s 
in every country. The General Council also explicitly decided that no 
Zionist federation is entitled to f r ee itself of the obligation of holding 
elections, unless there a re external political conditions, not dependent on 
the Jewish community, making it impossible to hold elections in that country. 

The youth and student delegation's demand to run the membership drive along 
paral le l channels was also accepted. It was made clear that the intention 
was not to crea te two separate networks of membership in the Zionist Organisation 
since membership would not be within the f ramework of one Zionist federat ion. 
However, in order to encourage youngsters to be counted and to faci l i ta te 
the administration of the organisational aspects during the actual membership 
drive, Zionist Youth Councils would be set up. These Youth Councils would 
constitute an integral par t of the Zionist Federat ion and would adminis ter 
the drive among youth in the name of the Zionist federat ions and on their 
behalf. On the other hand, various other demands regarding the fo rma t of 
the membership drive form for youth were not accepted, although pe rmiss ion 
was granted for the production of a special fo rm for youth where c i rcumstances 
required this. It was decided that the fo rm would include the ' J e rusa l em 
Programme ' as an expression of solidarity with the basic Zionist a ims agreed 
on by the 27th Zionist Congress. These resolut ions were passed by a la rge 
major i ty and the youth and student delegations part icipated enthusiastically 
in the voting since they had proposed the resolut ions. 

Paral le l to the establishment of the headquarters of the Zionist Movement 
Membership Drive, a special headquarters was set up for activit ies among 
youth. A senior official of the Youth and Hechalutz Department was selected 
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as the Department 's representat ive in the general headquarters . Most of the 
time Shimon Tsur was the Department 's representat ive. 

At the f i r s t stage the Department 's act ivi t ies centred around establishing 
Zionist Youth Councils in each country. Zionist Youth Councils were already 
in existence in a few countries but had hardly been effective in recent years , 
with the exception of the Latin American countries. At f i r s t the suggestion 
to establish these Councils aroused considerable confusion as to who was to 
be included in them. The intention was to establish Councils pr imar i ly for the 
purposes of the Zionist Membership Drive, but it became clear that as soon as 
these Councils were established they would be able and would be required to 
act in other spheres too, and would become important tools in coordinating 
inter-movement and general activities. Consequently, it was decided that 
representat ives only of those organisations which declared openly and 
unequivocally that they agreed to the following three principles would be 
invited to participate: 

a. Collective membership of the Zionist movement. 
b. Readiness to participate in the membership drive 

according to the conditions laid down by the Zionist 
General Council. 

c. Readiness to take par t in the activities of the Zionist 
Federat ion. 

The Department sent to the various countries and its shlichim numerous 
c i rcu la rs , copies of explanatory mater ia l , instructions regarding activities 
and so on. At the beginning of the 1970 academic year (around October) 
the Zionist Youth Councils were established and began operating in most 
of the countries in which we a re established. 

Below is a l is t of countries in which these Councils have been established 
and are in operation: Canada, U . S . A . , Mexico, Venezuela, Peru, Uruguay, 
Argentina, Central America , Chile, Italy, Switzerland, Austr ia , France, 
Belgium, Holland, Scandinavia, England, South Africa, Rhodesia, 
Austral ia and New Zealand. 

In small countries too there was some activity in the sphere of ideological 
clarif ication and the membership drive, although it was not feasible to 
establish Zionist Youth Councils in these countries since they were too 
small and usually only one youth movement was active there. 

106 



The actual establishment of Zionist Youth Councils in all the countries in which 
our Department is active bore f ru i t s of its own, and we will undoubtedly reap 
many harvests f rom this״ The fact that every week or two weeks senior 
representa t ives and graduates of various youth movements meet within one 
f ramework, discuss political, organisational and pract ical problems, plan 
general activities and crys ta l l i se common in teres ts has created an awareness 
of a united Zionist youth front״ These groups constitute a kind of platform 
for the political education of Zionist youth and will enable the Department and 
its shlichim to t r ans fe r to the movements, in an order ly way, g rea te r 
knowledge and understanding of Zionist work as well a s arousing more 
active participation in actual Zionist activity״ Moreover, these Councils 
have already become a central neans for harnessing Zionist youth as a 
whole, and even Jewish youth as a whole, to common en te rp r i ses such as 
action for Soviet Jewry, combined educational activit ies, common ' s torming ' 
of community youth and unorganised youth, etc״ 

THE IDEOLOGICAL CLARIFICATION 

The ideological situation amongst Zionist youth and student organisations 
is as follows: 

A״ In recent y e a r s youth has been exposed to a considerable extent to 
political discussions and arguments, principally centring around the topic of the 
Middle East dispute, but has been fa r removed f rom basic ideological 
discussions״ 

B. The extent of knowledge in most cases about Zionist c l a s s i c s and 
the basic theoretical problems of Zionism was extremely r e s t r i c t ed . 

C״ Each generation tends to seek its own way and exaggerated dependence 
on the c lass ics , even though necessary, does not sat isfy youth, which at temps 
to wrest le by itself with actual questions and bring Zionist doctrine up to date, 
in accordance with i ts experience of modern l i fe . 

D״ Despite the absence of a basis of knowledge and understanding of 
Zionist theory, youth has a tendency to philosophising and holding 
theoretical discussions and is attracted by ideological act ivi t ies . 

E״ The youth movements opposed undue concern with the ideological 
sphei'e, fear ing that this would be at the expense of their educational work and 
the regular activities of the younger age groups. 
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F. Naturally, the ideologies supported by the youth movements 
occasionally oppose one another, nevertheless, there is considerable value 
to be derived f rom the fact that meetings between different movements for 
the purpose of the mutual exchange of ideas and opinions, even if not 
actually convincing one another, do take place. 

In the light of these facts , it was decided to hold the ideological 
clarification in a number of c i rc les : 

among the senior members of every movement; 
among the senior members of non-Zionist movements, under 
the guidance of shlichim; 
within a general public framework, for non-organised youth; 
in the inter-movement sphere through seminars in which 
various movements participate, 

The Department defined spheres of responsibility in this respec t as follows: 
to aid activities by preparing background mater ia l , by giving members of the 
various movements who were au-fait with ideological mater ia l an opportunity 
to travel to the diaspora as l ec ture rs and by organising and financing in ter -
movement meetings, the activities within the various internal movement f rameworks 
having been approved by the movement shlichim. 

PUBLICATIONS AND INFORMATION 

As a resul t of the publication and distribution of the basic booklet, "Studies in 
Zionism - Points for Discussion", kits were prepared each dealing with one 
of the ten topics in the booklet, namely: 

Kit No. 1 : The role of the State of Israel in Jewish history and its 
effect on the existence of the Jewish people in our t ime 

Kit No. 2 : Zionism v i s - i - v i s contemporary social and political 
ideologies 

Kit No. 3 : A definition of the nature of the existence of the Jewish 
people and an analysis of the essence of Jewish existence 

Kit No. 4 : Zionism and the Arab National Movement - our relat ions 
with our neighbours 

Kit No. 5 : The Right of the Jewish people to the Land of Israel 

Kit No. 6 : An analysis of the situation of the Jews in the Di aspora 

Kit No. 7 : The charac ter of Israel i society - has the Zionist ideal 
been rea l i sed? 
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Kit No. 8 Diaspora and re turn in Zionist thought 

Kit No. 9 : Zionism and the concerns of Jewish youth today 

Kit No. 10 : Pract ica l precepts of Zionism in Israel and 
the Diaspora 

These publications were distributed throughout the diaspora in four 
languages: Hebrew, English, French and Spanish. However, in many 
places, through local initiative, the publications were t ranslated into 
other languages - into Portuguese, German for most of the material , and 
extensive sections appeared also in Italian, Swedish, Dutch and other 
languages. Similarly, the Department cooperated with the Organization 
and Information Department in publishing a s e r i e s of booklets called 
"Confrontation - Viewpoints on Zionism", and the two Departments 
together with the Education and Culture Department in a s e r i e s of "Sources 
of Contemporary Jewish Thought". This mater ia l and various a r t i c les as 
required were distributed in thousands of copies and were quickly snapped 
up by the youth organisations, which began frenzied activity in the 
ideological sphere . Alongside these main publications the publications 
division of the Department continued to send offprints of a r t i c les when 
required and periodical mater ia l , also ass is t ing bodies in publishing their 
own internal mater ia l . 

SEMINARS 

The space is too limited here to give a detailed analysis of the hundreds 
of meetings, seminars and groups which were initiated by the movement 
members and by the various youth and student groups in the sphere of 
Zionist ideology. Some of the points appear in the par t ies ' r epor t s as pa r t 
of the activities of the youth movements associated with them. In br ief , i t 
should be noted that there is hardly a single Zionist youth movement, and 
even hardly a single non-Zionist youth movement, which did not devote a 
large par t of the summer meetings of their senior members , and subsequently 
additional meetings in the winter and spring of 1971, to dealing with the 
ideological subject. Many of the movements began this already in the spring 
vacation of 1970; in most of the large ci t ies regular weekly meetings of 
discussion groups and even inter-movement meetings of this kind developed 
and flourished. 

As mentioned above, the Department took upon itself principally the 
organisation of inter-movement seminars . These seminars were held in 
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all continents and served as a basis and incentive for continued activity 
af terwards too. Below is a l is t of shlichim sent by the Department: 

To the Latin American countries - at the initial stage Abraham Hason 
f r o m Hanoar Hatzioni Movement and Mordechai Blanche f rom Hashomer 
Hatzair; at a la ter stage Tsvi Zimmes was sent for the Labour Movement. 

To the U. S. A. ־ Mordechai Nisiyahu on behalf of the Department (he 
coordinated the preparat ion of the se r ies of kits for the ideological 
clarification) and Simcha Friedman , M. K. , for the Bnei Akiva movement. 

Similarly, within the f ramework of the ideological clarification, 
Shlomo Dii-Nour f rom the Department, and several central shlichim there, 
were active in North America. 

In Europe - on behalf of the Department - Eliyahu Speizer of the 
Tel Aviv Municipality, Yona Sened f rom Habibbutz Hameuhad, Yehuda Peleg 
f rom the Habonim Movement and also Yedidia Be 'er i , representat ive of 
Young Is rae l , who travelled widely throughout Europe. 

To South Africa - Shlomo Du-Nour, f rom the Department. 

The Head of the Department and Haim Ganel, the Director General , 
participated in a considerable number of seminars in various countries during 
their visi ts to youth organisations throughout the world. Mordechai Bar-On 
was active principally in Australia, England, Scandinavia and the U. S. A. , 
while Haim Ganel participated in seminars in German speaking countries 
and the U. S. A. In the las t few months another 16 seminar meetings were 
held, with their participation, in the principal cities of the U. S. A. 

These seminar meetings, which gave r i se to fur ther meetings, aroused a 
wide reaction among the youth movements and constituted the crowning point 
of the ideological clarif icat ion campaign. In some cases summar ies were 
made and published and were distributed by the Department. In quite a 
few cases the inter-movement meeting formed a basis for the continuation of 
these meetings on the basis of local initiative, with the encouragement of the 
Youth Councils and even without requiring the support of the Department. 
Differences of opinion between the various organisations were naturally 
fa i r ly extreme but in most cases the youngsters learned how to hold an 
adult discussion and to emphasise the elements common to them over and 
above the differences of opinion. It is no exaggeration to say that these 
seminars , which included at least 2, 000 or 3, 000 active senior movement 
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members , created an important and weighty cadre which is capable of 
coping with ideological questions and has succeeded in matur ing in the 
ideological "cauldron" and in prepar ing for the forthcoming congress־ 

The argument with WUJS regarding the Arad p rogramme, despite the fact 
that it caused considerable damage, also had its positive side. The actual 
need for the movement to cope with alternative Zionist pr inciples deepened the 
argument about the phenomenon known as , the Arad P r o g r a m m e ' , 
damaging and disturbing the membership drive, but providing some 
marginal utility in that it led to heightened ideological awareness and 
volatility and enabled the administration of the Department to withstand 
mistaken approaches־ It should be noted that the Zionist youth movements 
and even some of the student organisations were well able to face up to this 
challenge. 

With the passage of t ime, the various movements were given pe rmiss ion to 
supplement the ' J e rusa lem Programme ' with mater ia l deriving f r o m their 
own part icular ideologies. This fact by itself impelled the movements to 
redefine their specific ideological formulae . This p roces s occurred mainly 
at the end of the autumn of 1970. These movement proclamations were 
crystal l ised as a resul t of intra-movement meetings of groups of senior 
members who formulated the declarations and then brought them for wider 
clarification and approval to the various levels of senior m e m b e r s of the 
movement. This also gave an impetus to ra is ing the level of discussion 
and argument. 

PROBLEMS AND DRAWBACKS AND THE MEANS OF OVERCOMING THEM 

Despite the fact that in a number of places organisational activity was 
begun already at the end of spring, 1970, the summer approached bringing 
with it the summer camps and the period of the university vacation. 
Consequently, instructions were given regarding the importance of bringing 
the ideological clarification to its peak and conclusion through the national 
seminars which were held principally in September-October 1970, the 
programmes of which were to include extensive discussions of the 
organisational aspects of achieving the objective, and immediately 
af terwards to embark on the membership drive, which was supposed to 
take place in October, November and December 1970. La te r , as the 
resul t of difficulties encountered, and also because of the postponement 
of the final date for the membership drive to the 15th May 1971, a l imited 
operation was planned for continuing the membership drive among youth 
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during the months of February , March and April of that year . There were , 
therefore , two ma jo r periods - one during the autumn of 1970 and the other 
during the winter of 1971 - each one of which lasted three months, and 
during which concentrated activities in this sphere were held among the 
youth. As in the entire Zionist movement, so among the youngsters, the 
major effor t was made towards the end, that is , during the months of 
March, April and May 1971. 

When we approached the task of preparing for the membership drive and 
a f t e r the Zionist Youth Councils had been established, we were immediately 
faced with a number of basic problems which hampered our actions. Most 
of these problems had been anticipated in advance, but this did not detract 
f rom the need to cope with them and did not reduce the tension among members 
of the directing committee, part icularly during the autumn of 1970. 

Below are several problems with which we were faced and which arose 
separately in different places, so that par t of our activities were in the 
nature of 'extinguishing f i r e s ' . While we were still coming to grips with 
one problem, providing sat isfactory answers for the youngsters, there 
would be an outbreak in another continent, new claims would be made and 
it would be necessary to enter the f ray and do battle all over again. At the 
bas i s of all the difficulties which arose f rom time to time in various places 
was the fundamental psychological problem common to all the youth groups 
during the ent ire period of the census and in every country: the psychological 
difficulty for contemporary youth, part icularly those educated in youth 
movements, involved in going out into the s t ree t , mobilising unorganised 
individuals and organising them formally within the f ramework of the Zionist 
Movement. It should be remembered that in the past the Zionist Movement 
consisted mainly of veteran members , most of whom were above the age 
of 40 or 50. On the other hand, the Zionist youth movements were mainly 
based on young children. The s t ra ta of senior members of youth 
movements, that is , all those movement members who were over 17 yea r s 
old a year ago, covers only a few thousand throughout the entire world, and in 
each country only a few hundred or dozens. The Department had hoped that 
the membership drive would include hundreds of thousands of youngsters, at 
the least . This meant that it was necessary to mobilise not only the 
shlichim but also hundreds of senior members of the movements in order to 
act outside the f ramework of their movements and organise membership 
within the f ramework of the Zionist Federation throughout the world. 
Since the age-group with which our Department and shlichim was working 
was the 18 - 25 age-group, we acted right f rom the s ta r t within the f ramework 
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of an age-group which had never committed itself to formal membership 
within the Zionist organisations, and which in the main had already dropped 
out of the youth movements, or had never belonged to them. Therefore , 
apart f rom the limited number of senior movement members , the r e su l t s 
of the membership drive among youth called for the mobilisation of 
completely new people. Whereas among the senior members most of 
those participating in the census regarded it as a reaff i rmat ion of previous 
formal membership, among the youth it was necessary to mobilise each 
individual by convincing him personally. And since those implementing 
the campaign were youngsters themselves, the difficulty we encountered 
was the lack of courage in going out onto the s t r ee t s and coping with the 
problem face to face. When we eventually succeeded in getting the 
movements into action, they found out that ,things weren ' t as bad as they 
seemed' . 

PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE ,JERUSALEM PROGRAMME' 

The difficulty associated with getting youth to sign the Je rusa lem P rog ramme 
f i r s t arose at the WUJS seminar in Arad. Various reservat ions concerning 
the Jerusa lem Programme had been expressed even before that by various 
sections of youth. However, until WUJS took a f i rm stand on this point, 
youth had not ra i sed concrete objections. 

At the WUJS International Congress, held in Arad in August 1970, the 
question of the Je rusa lem Programme was discussed and the Congress 
decided on an alternative manifesto, the principle changes in which were 
the following three points: 

- More decisive reject ion of :the d ia spora . 

- Regarding immigration to I s rae l as obligatory for Zionists . 

- Recognition of the r ights of the Palest inians to national 
self-determination. 

There was no innovation in the actual viewpoint. Even among the Zionist 
par t ies there a re elements, or at least groups, which would tend to agree 
with this approach. But things exploded when, a f ter the Congress, the 
world executive of WUJS decided to call on students not to sign the J e rusa l em 
Programme but to sign the Arad Programme ins tead . This decision, which, 
to the best of my knowledge, was made without sufficient attention by the 
WUJS executive, without being asked to do so by their Congress and without 
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any of those present being aware of the political significance of their 
decision, pushed WUJS into a defensive position at a la ter date״ The 
Zionist Executive re jec ted the idea of accepting any programme other than 
the Jerusa lem Programme as an ideological basis for joining the Zionist 
Movement״ 

Reacting to this, the WUJS executive held a special meeting in November 
1970 and decided not to participate actively in the membership drive, leaving 
this decision to the national organisations״ Eventually, most of the national 
organisations agreed to take part in the membership drive on the basis of 
the Jerusa lem Programme, but the damage was i r reparab le . Most of the 
student organisations lost their energy and ability to persuade the i r 
associates to sign the census in the customary way. As a resul t of this, 
the student groups associated with WUJS played merely a marginal role in 
the membership drive, their assistance being minimal, hesitant and 
sometimes even destruct ive. It can be said that the movement received a 
bi t ter blow f r o m the fact that the World Union of Jewish Students, the body 
f rom which so much had been expected in mobilising new students for the 
Zionist Movement, opposed it. 

This setback caused confusion among youth and slowed up the tempo of the 
drive. Vast e f for ts were required f rom the leadership of the Department 
and its shlichim in order to overcome this confusion and set things to r ights . 
Meanwhile, in many countries we lost the important autumn months, because 
during October and November the WUJS representat ives made their 
attitude widely known concerning the Arad Programme and succeeded in 
sowing confusion and d isorder . Only an urgent tr ip by the Head of the 
Department throughout Europe, putting our point f i rmly, clarif ied the 
e r r o r and elucidated the attitude of the Zionist Executive. Consequently, 
the movements re turned to vigorous activity, af ter considerable time had 
been lost . The argument with WUJS was not an ideological one but merely 
an administrative and legislative one. The Zionist Executive made it 
perfectly c lear to WUJS and the youth movements that we have nothing 
against this Zionist outlook or any other one and that everyone can come to 
the Zionist Congress and cr i t ic ise whatever he des i res concerning the 
ideological p rogramme of the Zionist Movement, as expressed in the 
Je rusa lem Programme, and that it was precisely for this purpose that the 
28th Congress was to be devoted to ideology. We emphasised that it was 
unreasonable for one constituent organisation to be a law to itself, assuming 
the right to r e j ec t the Je rusa lem Programme out of hand before the Zionist 
Congress could discuss this fundamentally. Most of the youth movements 
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and student organisations were convinced and joined the membership drive, but, 
as noted above, the damage had already been caused by the confusion. Other 
organisations, such as the Montreal Zionist Student Union and the Radical 
Zionist Alliance in the U. S. A. as well as several groups of students in Europe 
were also affected by this. 

DOUBTS CONCERNING THE VALUE OF THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

After we had overcome the question of the Jerusa lem Programme, another 
type of opposition arose , principally among the youth movements in Latin 
America and South Afr ica . This was the direct outcome of the intensive 
ideological clarif ication. The youngsters of these movements claimed that 
it would be superficial to get people to sign , a scrap of paper ' without giving 
them ideological preparat ion. At a Congress of senior movement members 
in Terezopolis neer Rio de Janei ro , the senior member s demanded that 
no-one should be allowed to sign for the membership drive unless he had 
previously participated in a number of ideological c lar i f icat ions . Naturally, 
if we would have accepted this view we would have reduced the number of 
signatories considerably. The Department 's shlichim did t h e i r utmost in 
order to overcome this obstacle, and eventually succeeded. Although there 
is an element of logic in the youngsters ' approach, political life requi res 
compromises , and most of the public is incapable of attaining the vigorous 
requirements of pure ideology. A s imilar difficulty a rose at a la te r stage 
in England, when the senior movement members maintained that the ent ire 
affair of getting people to sign a peice of paper had no significance, that 
Zionism is something requir ing basic education and meaningful committment, 
while merely signing cannot constitute a basis for this . This s torm in a 
teacup arose at a fa ir ly late stage and again the Head of the Department had to 
rush to England (in February 1971). It was only af ter lengthy clarif icat ions 
and great p re s su re that this setback was removed. 

THE PROBLEM OF THE POLITICAL PURPOSE OF THE DRIVE 

In most countries the membership drive began among youth in an atmosphere 
of apprehension and suspicion between youth groups and the veteran member s 
of the Zionist Federat ions. Most of the Zionist Federat ions have long been 
run on the basis of political agreements , without elections, no r ea l foothold 
being given to youngsters to influence the system of decision-making and 
representat ion in those Federat ions . 

Since the membership drive, by its very nature, was likely to serve as a 
basis for electoral campaigns for elections to the institutions of the Federat ions 
and of representa t ives to the 28th Zionist Congress, we were faced throughout 
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the entire campaign with a basic credibility cr is is־ Most of the youth 
organisations did not believe in the readiness of the Federations to hold 
genuinely democratic elections and to enable youth to enter the network. 
Feeling this way, the youngsters claimed that there was no point in 
exerting themselves for the Drive, since i ts main object was to reach some 
kind of decision regarding the accurate representation of the Zionist 
organisations. If this representat ion has already been determined on a 
give and take basis , and not on a democratic basis , then what is the practical 
value of the Drive? This fear , which in several cases was reinforced by 
hints f rom sections of the adult leadership, hampered the participation and 
enthusiasm of the youngsters. Only repeated affirmations by the Chairman 
of the Executive, the Head of the Department and the Head of the Organization 
and Information Department and other shlichim f rom Israel , that this time 
the intention was to determine representat ion at Congress on a democratic 
basis , did we manage to overcome this obstacle to some extent. Even at the time 
of writing this repor t (the middle of May 1971) there a re still s truggles on 
this mat ter in many of the Federat ions. 

YOUTH REPRESENTATION AT THE ZIONIST CONGRESS 

The decision by the Zionist General Council to hold the membership drive 
among youth parallel to that among adults caused confusion in certain 
countries at a given stage. In many countries the youngsters were under 
the impression that they were holding a separate membership drive, while 
the intention was to establish one uniform membership, through parallel 
methods of mobilisation and operation. This difficulty was expressed in 
several ways. The situation worsened mainly among the youth movements 
in the U. S. A. where for some reason the opinion generally held was that 
there was a need to hold separate elections amongst the youngsters. This 
opinion, which was in total opposition to the youngsters ' demand for 
democratic elections, caused confusion, dissension and delayed activities. 
It was necessary to clarify and explain over and over again how youth could 
be represented at the Congress, not by a previously determined l is t but in 
various ways: ei ther by having a special youth l is t or by having the youth 
represented within the existing party l i s t s . It was made clear that there 
was no possibility of, or justification for , reserving places for youth and 
maintaining a special l ist , since it is hard to believe that amongst themselves 
the youngsters would ever be able to reach ideological agreement. Obviously, 
there is no point in going over everything that youth had demanded on various 
occasions, beginning with the 27th Congress and till today. 
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YOUTH LISTS 

Fur ther to the previous topic questions arose regarding the way in which 
youth would be represented at the Zionist Congress. At the initial s tages 
even senior movement members were attempting to find a combined in t e r -
movement representat ion for youth, that is , a 'United Youth Lis t ' . It 
rapidly t ranspi red that this would be impossible and also undesirable, since 
youth itself is r iven by differences of opinion in the ideological sphere. 
Moreover, anyone interested in bringing the maximum number of youngsters 
to the Congress must find several ways of doing this, r a the r than only one 
way, since no separate youth l is t would receive sufficient support f r o m the 
adults and would have to rely on the youth among the signatories who would 
always constitute a minority within the Zionist organisation. 

It was therefore explained that the best way of increasing youth representa t ion 
at the forthcoming Zionist Congress would be through every movement 
striving to take a grea te r par t in its party delegation. Thus, already today 
there a re several par t ies which allocate up to 25% of the overall representa t ion 
to youth. 

There was a paral lel problem of youth groups which a r e not affiliated to 
par t ies but which have wide membership; these groups include, for example, 
community youth groups in France and the students in Britain. Naturally 
it was made clear to them that every large group attempting to achieve separa te 
representation would be able to submit a special youth l is t to the elections and 
would be represented according to the r e su l t s . 

THE PROBLEM OF THE FORMS 

In accordance with the decisions of the Zionist General Council the 
Department demanded that youth should sign a fo rm which would be uniform 
for all youth, but it t ranspired however that in many countries the adult pa r t i e s 
were issuing different f o rms , varying with every political par ty . The 
ideological difficulties made a certain flexibility necessa ry . 

It was decided, therefore , with the approval of the Chairman of the Executive 
the Head of the Organization and Information Department and the Membership 
Drive Committee to allow youth to do what the adults were allowed to do, namely, 
to sign different fo rms , in accordance with the different ideological groups. 
Nevertheless, the following basic ru les were determined: 
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The form would include recognition of the Jerusa lem Programme 
in a positive manner . 

The form would include explicit membership in the Zionist 
Federation. 

The fo rms would be eventually collected by the Youth Council 
or by the Membership Drive Committee of each Federation. 

The form would be signed personally by the individual joining. 

Beyond these four principles the movements were allowed to add to the 
forms. ' forewords ' or explanatory notes, headings and publicity material 
which reflected their specific ideological tendency. 

AGE -DISTRIBU TION 

During the Drive it became clear that adults were getting youngsters to 
sign the fo rms issued by the adult organisations or on the Federation fo rms , 
and also the r eve r se - youngsters were getting adults to sign the youth 
fo rms . Since the intention was to achieve membership in the Federation 
anyway and since the fo rms were very similar to one another, it was 
decided to ignore this as long as everybody made the effor t to mobilise the 
maximum number of members . In many countries the drive made use of 
a uniform form which was issued by the Zionist Federation and served both 
for youngsters and for adults. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Below are the stages of implementation of the drive in the main countries, 
outlining the major fea tures in each country: 

FraJice, is the country where the f i r s t successes were achieved in the 
membership drive among youth. There was part icular success in breaking 
through to the community youth groups. In the communities youth is 
organised under the auspices of the youth services and the community centres 
of theFSJU : paral le l to this, the community scout movement, EIF, had been 
negotiating with the Department 's shlichim in Pa r i s for several months over 
joining the membership drive. Since the movements themselves did not 
want to join the Zionist f ramework officially, two new Zionist groups were 
established. Groups and active members f rom these movements organised 
the mobilisation of their associates to special l i s t s and Zionist ' sub-
organisations' were created, including the majori ty of senior members of 
these movements. 
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The students' organisation, UEJF, which is affil iated to WUJS, adopted an 
attitude similar to that adopted by the world office of WUJS and lef t the 
decision in the hands of i ts subsidiary branches, while the central organisation 
in P a r i s did not part icipate . Naturally this attitude had an effect and despite 
the fact that in the provinces the students participated fully, the weight of the" 
UEJF in the Drive is scarcely noticeable. On the other hand, and as a 
resul t of this, par t ies developed special student groups, the most prominent 
of these being: 

allied to the Betar movement 

allied to the Mapam movement 

allied to the Zionist Labour Par ty 

a group of religious students. 

FEJ 

OJR 

CLESS 

"Yavneh" -

These student groups, although not large in numbers , managed to mobilise 
hundreds of members and revealed considerable activity. Consequently they 
received the special support of the Department, which decided to support any 
student body prepared to part icipate in the activit ies of the Drive according 
to the data determined by the Zionist General Council and which was able to 
demonstrate its concrete existence. 

Cooperation was also achieved with the Zionist Federat ion, which lagged 
behind at the beginning regarding the continuation of the Drive. The youngsters 
grew accustomed to the idea that they were working on behalf of the Federat ion 
and had to understand its political attitude within that f r amework . 

France as a country is generally very aware of ideological ma t t e r s and the 
ideological clarif icat ion drive had its effect in many publications and through 
arousing considerable attention. 

England, the Inter University Jewish Federation (I. U. J . F . ) in England, 
associated itself with the membership drive at a fa i r ly ear ly stage, and by 
using simple administrative methods managed to sign to the Zionist Movement 
4, 000 of i ts member s . After that the drive lost i ts impetus and the youth 
movements were slow in going out to battle. In February 1971, af ter visi ts 
by Shimon Tsur and the head of the department to London, the movements 
entered the f ray with g rea t energy in an inter-movement f ramework . 
Movement members went out into the s t ree t s and got unorganised students and 
youngsters to sign. The community youth organisation, AJY, did not 
participate actively in the drive but offered its faci l i t ies to the m e m b e r s of 
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the Zionist movements. The Maecabi movement, on the other hand, conducted 
the drive within i ts own framework, encouraging individual membership by 
its members , despite the fact that it did not join collectively and, as far as is 
known at present , has not submitted a l is t of i ts own for the election. The 
resu l t s of the Drive in England were, relatively, the best of those in all the 
large communities. 

South Africa, here both youth and adults participated vigorously in the 
campaign. During the f i r s t round which preceded the winter vacation a 
'BLITZ DAY' was declared, namely, a special mobilisation day on which 
hundreds of youngsters went out to sign youth and adults, succeeding in 
mobilising a considerable number of signatures, and at that stage 
constituting the backbone of the entire drive. A certain amount of disappointment 
was expressed by the youth groups at the fact that the adults were not taking 
the drive seriously, and were signing in an off-hand manner, thus detracting 
f r o m the significance of the drive. This cr i t ic ism damaged the drive in its 
second stage reducing the enthusiasm of the youngsters, who continued 
mobilisation activities mainly on the campuses. Nevertheless, the final 
resu l t s in South Afr ica will be sat isfactory. 

Latin America, the entire membership drive was conducted in a slovenly 
fashion most of the t ime, even among the youth. Despite repeated p ressu re 
exerted by the Department, the despatch of a special representat ive by the 
executive of the Department for a period of three months, followed by the 
despatch of various movement activists, and despite the continual p ressure 
of the World Secre tar ia ts of the movements and, in the final event, the 
diligence of the shlichim on the spot, the resul ts were poor. The Jewish 
Youth Federat ions in Latin American countries, which define themselves as 
Zionists, took it upon themselves to conduct the campaign, but failed 
disappointingly. It should be remembered that Zionism is at the moment 
undergoing a general c r i s i s in Latin America. This applies part icularly to 
university age youth. Twenty percent of the youth, perhaps even more than 
this, belong to the network of schools and youth movements, but the drop-out 
ra te at the universi ty age is immense. Only a minority of youth at this age 
continues to adhere to the Zionist Movement. This phenomenon indicates a 
fundamental re ject ion by youth of the general Jewish establishment and also 
of the Zionist establishment. These phenomena have had an effect . It 
should be noted that the achievements among youth a re far below those which 
could have been expected f rom countries within which Zionism ru les the 
communities. This fai lure requires a detailed analysis and the drawing of 
the appropriate conclusions. 
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U. S . A. - the situation in the U. S. A. is unique״ It should be r emembered 
that the membership drive among adults generally consis ts of a routine p rocess 
of obtaining the res ignature of hundreds of thousands of members״ There is 
also the aspect of the mobilisation of new members to the movements״ but 
there was no mobilisation of individuals to the Federat ion. The Zionist 
movements and the organisations affiliated to the Zionis t Federat ion, such as 
1Hadassah' , ,ZOA', 'LZOA', e tc״ , devoted themselves to the mobilisation 
of members within the f ramework of the customary mobilisation activit ies 
of these movements, as conducted every year״ The only element which 
attempted to cope directly with the problem of mobilising new individuals 
to Zionism was the youth movements״ But here the activists encountered 
all the problems mentioned above״ These problems are more ext reme in the 
U״S״A״ than anywhere else . Youth's revulsion f rom establ ishments , i ts 
re ject ion of formal membership of any organisations whatsoever, i ts general 
confusion regarding the attitude of Zionism, of Judaism, and so on, stood 
as obstacles in the way. There is no doubt that the resu l t s of the Drive a r e 
minimal in comparison to the potential of the youth; but the difficulties 
should be taken into account as well as the fact that there was no actual 
activity in the Jewish s t ree t or among adults; thus, the resu l t s which were 
achieved were the outcome of devoted ef for ts by the AZYF together with 
dozens of shlichim and hundreds of movement activists throughout the U. S. A. 

In the youth Drive we attained a total f igure of almost 50, 000. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In summaris ing the membership drive we should ask ourselves the basic 
question: was the effor t worthwhile ? The drive involved innumerable 
disillusionments and difficult ies. Those who did the work, within the f ramework 
of the Department and within the f ramework of the movements, were often 
disappointed and endured moments of despai r . An inconceivable ef for t was 
requ i red f rom them in o rder to get things going and to come to the rescue 
when things went wrong. Immense r e sources , energy and precious t ime were 
invested in t h i s mat te r and there is no doubt that these r e sources and this 
energy deprived other aspects of the e f for t s which youth act ivists and m e m b e r s 
of the Department could have directed to other ends, par t icular ly towards 
education and the encouragement of youth and student aliya. Simply for this 
reason we must ask ourselves more r igorously, was the effor t worthwhile and 
a re the resul ts good or bad? I will reply openly and directly: although the 
final f igures do not r ep resen t a dramatic revolution, we can allow ourse lves 
to declare that the drive was a success , and to claim that the ef for t cer tainly 
was worthwhile. The principle achievements of the membership drive at p r e sen t 
and in the future a r e given below: 
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THE IDEOLOGICAL AWAKENING 

Anyone acquainted with the situation in the Zionist youth movements and among 
Jewish youth in general knows that for many years now, perhaps since the 
establishment of the State of Is rael , there has been no ideological awakening; 
we have never seen such ideological awareness as was evidenced as the 
outcome of the membership drive and the ideological clarification of the past 
two yea r s . The multiplicity of stormy discussions, the phrasing of new 
formulae, the effort to learn among senior youth movement members and 
various other types of activit ies extended fa r beyond the narrow movement 
f ramework. If we began the drive with a handful of naive ideological 
formulae, by its conclusion we had attained a considerable extent of 
theoretical sophistication among the movement cadres . Indeed, as is customary 
with ideologies, this does not have a mass following, it occurred pr imari ly 
among the cadres and at the leadership levels of youth. 

THE HONOUR OF THE WORD 'ZIONISM' 

Everyone knows that in 1968 the word 'Zionism' had reached the lowest depths. 
There were those even within our ranks who were prepared to exchange it for 
some other nomenclature in order to overcome the negative association held 
by youth with this word. A direct and absolute resul t of the membership drive 
was the total rehabilitation of the word ' Zionism' among most youth groups 
which identify themselves as Jews, who a re proud of their Jewishness, and 
even more so for groups of convinced Zionists. It cannot be denied that to 
this very day there a r e groups of Jewish youth which still regard Zionism as a 
pejorat ive t e rm and Zionist theory as a negative phenomenon. However, among 
f a r wider groups of youth, and f i r s t and foremost among the community 
movements, the word 'Zionism' has been given a new meaning, the quotation marks 
have been dropped f r o m it and Zionist youth is no longer ashamed of it. Zionism 
is no longer regarded by youth as represent ing old fashioned and decadent 
Federat ions, but is seen as it ought to be seen, as a f r e sh and relevant idea 
which sheds light and honour on a huge world movement. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ROOF ORGANISATIONS FOR YOUTH 

Para l le l to the establishment of Zionist Councils in various countries, other 
youth groups in different set-ups were also established, such as the Radical 
Zionist youth groups, the student movements associated with the Zionist 
Labour movement, with Betar and with the religious movement, and also the 
establ ishment of a forum for religious youth in the U. S. A. and France. Wide-
ranging contacts on an international scale were established between youth 
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movements close to one another. The cooperation between the 'Dror ' and 
,Habonim' movements and the far - reaching organisation of the Mishmeret 
Hatzeira of 'Mizrachi ' serve as examples of this . It should be remembered 
that the inter-movement seminars , the movement congresses , on national 
and international bases , and principally the exploitation of las t summer by 
most of the movements for holding world meetings in I s rae l , led to wide-
ranging communication between many and varied youth groups. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF STUDY GROUPS AND THE APPEARANCE OF 
NEW BODIES WITHIN THE ZIONIST FRAMEWORK 

To the important achievement of the Jewish Community Organisations in 
France becoming par t of the Zionist f ramework, one can add the joining of 
the Community Organisations in the U. S. A . , especially the 'Yavneh', 
'NCSY', 'Young I s rae l ' , 'USY', ׳Hillel' and others . In different places 
inter-movement study groups were set up in the fo rm of social groups linked 
with each other by a common way of thinking and not necessar i ly purely 
within a political par ty f ramework. 

THE POLITIZATION OF THE YOUTH 

Youth's need to face the challenge of the complex logist ics of census-taking, 
elections, representat ion, Congress, General Council, e t c . , taught the senior 
members of the movements the theory of Zionist political act ivism. Youth is 
no longer satisfied with ideological disputations. It has been made well aware 
of the need to fulfil these ideologies by means of the organisational f ramework , 
which alone give force to the concept of the struggle. It was par t icular ly the 
c r i se s with which we were faced and which we overcame in the las t few months 
which enabled the Department executive and the movement leaders to educate 
youth in this way and to guide it along the paths through the jungle known as the 
World Zionist Movement. 

YOUTH REPRESENTATION AT THE CONGRESS 

It is as yet impossible to know what will happen at the forthcoming Congress , 
but there is no doubt that youth will be there in considerable numbers . The 
par t ies themselves will guarantee the appropriate representa t ion of the youth 
within their own f rameworks , and we will also encounter instances where youth 
will attend the Congress under its own steam. The youth representa t ion is no 
longer a mat ter of 'a gift f rom above', the Zionist Executive is no longer 
obliged to invite youth art if icial ly. This time youth will be present by virtue 
of i ts struggle and in re turn for its active participation in the membership 
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drive and elections, both within the party f ramework and outside it . 

THE COMBINATION OF YOUTH AND ADULTS 

The absorption of the youngsters within the f ramework of the Zionist Federations 
was one of the drawbacks we encountered, but if we recal l the fact that until a year 
ago youth was unable even to consider coming within the framework of national 
Zionist Federat ions, and there was a complete separation between adults and 
youth, then today, as a resul t of the Drive, we have reached the point where 
this question is no longer ra ised. The Zionist Youth Councils consider themselves 
to be an integral par t of the Zionist Federations and the youth leaders themselves 
are active on the various committees of the Zionist Federations, as if this were 
taken for granted״ 

ZIONIFICATION AND RADICALISATION 

The membership drive led to the absolute and formal Zionification of 
important movements which had not previously declared their support for 
Zionism. In veteran Zionist movements the drive led to radicalisation in the 
sense that these movements placed themselves at the disposal of ext remis t 
Zionist conclusions, mainly in the sphere of self-fulf i lment and immigration. 

Finally, I would like to answer the question, who did the drive? It would be 
unreasonably modest not to state that the staff of the Youth and Hechalutz 
Department, f rom the highest to the lowest, were harnessed to the membership 
drive during the past two years in the most intensive way. There is no doubt 
that the d i rec tors of the te r r i tor ia l desks and the heads of the various branches, 
and f i r s t and foremost the publications and information division and the Department 
representat ive in the Membership Drive Committee should be thanked for the 
considerable effor t they invested in this campaign despite the setbacks and 
disillusionments. The success of the campaign would not have been possible 
without the complete cooperation of the youth movements, the world 
secre ta r ia t s and their shlichim throughout the world. Some 300 youth 
shlichim operated and still operate throughout the diaspora. Most of them 
participated to the ful lest extent in the drive, if not at the initial stages, then 
at least at the la ter s tages. Nevertheless, the achievement attained, with its 
hundreds of thousands of signatories would not have been possible without the 
total mobilisation of the senior members of the movements. The achievement 
l ies not only in the fact that a given number of individuals signed but pr imar i ly 
in the fact that those who collected the signatures were roused to action. That 
is, thousands of senior movement members and organisation activists and 
hundreds of shlichim found the strength and energy to go out into the Jewish 
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s t ree t and bring in the harves t which, although not astounding in its quantitative 
extent, constitutes a crucial new stage in the history of the World Zionist 
Movement. 

Mordechai Bar-On 

Head of the Youth and Hechalutz 
Department. 
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LIST OF SHLICHIM SENT BE THE YOUTH AND AECHALUTZ DEPARTMENT 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

Europe (Italy, Switzerland, France, 
England) among students. 

Europe (Belgium, France, Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland). 

Latin America (Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, 
Peru , Colombia and Brazil) . 

Latin America (U״ S. A. , Mexico, Panama, 
Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil and Argentina). 

Germany, Switzerland and Austria. 

Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, Brazil and 
Mexico. 

Australia. 

U.S.A. 

U.S .A. 

France , Belgium and Switzerland 

England and Holland. 

France . 

A. B. Yehoshua 

Yedidia Be 'er i 

Avraham Hason 

Mordechai Blanche 

Shlomo Derech 

Zvi Zimmes 

Avigdor Levi 

Mordechai Nisiahu 

Simcha Fr iedman M. K. 

Yona Sened 

Yehuda Peleg 

Eliyahu Speizer 

(N. B. This repor t was writ ten on the 15th May, that is , on the day when 
the Membership Drive ended formally. Despite the fact that the Youth and 
Hechalutz Department received continual p rogress repor t s throughout the 
Drive, the final repor ts had not yet been received at the time of writing, while 
in some countries the Drive would come to an end only at the end of the month. 
Consequently, this repor t should be regarded as provisional only, the final 
and authoritative one to be prepared in June). 
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CONCLUSIONS, LESSONS 

AND PROPOSALS 

FOR THE FUTURE 





The identification of large sections of the Jewish people in the Diaspora 
with the State of Is rae l is increasing, but so f a r has not been given 
appropriate expression. Signature on the Je rusa lem Programme is one, 
symbolic way, for the expression of this solidarity. 

As a resu l t of c i rcumstances caused by t ime, the leaders of the Jewish 
Agency and the Zionist Organization worked for yea r s mainly on the 
collection of money for the Appeals. Consequently, the impress ion was 
received in wide c i rc les of the Diaspora that a contribution was a gesture 
of identification, not only with the State, but with the Zionist movement as 
well. The Membership Drive ra i sed the demand to join the Zionist 
movement before these Jews, because the movement needs them. It was 
made c lear that a financial contribution was inadequate; what was required 
was the expression of ideological and political support for the Zionist 
movement. 

It should be s t ressed that although there was activity by Zionist bodies and 
political par t ies during the pas t decade, it was routine activity ca r r i ed out 
on lines that were perhaps appropriate to the pre-State period; however, no 
information work appropriate to the period had been ca r r i ed out, nor had 
any proper pat terns of activity been determined, nor any systematic 
procedure to at tract m e m b e r s and new organisations into the movement. 
The Zionist movement has been identified so f a r exclusively with poli t ical 
par t ies and in so f a r as the work of the par t ies existed, it was stultified. 
The fai lure to hold democratic elections for a generation made its mark and 
led to a situation in which the heads of Zionist Federat ions were almost 
without exception leaders who had lost all touch with the m a s s e s yea r s ago. 

The Membership Drive did not succeed in embracing all the Jewish 
communities in the world. As regards those small communit ies, where 
Zionist bodies did not exist , we relayed the echo of the Drive by various 
means, but without react ion. The means we had at our disposal did not 
permit us to include them as well. 
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Many of those who joined, who expressed solidarity with their signature, 
ra i sed the question as to what would happen af ter the Drive had ended״ In 
other words, was this a one-time operation, fo r the purpose solely of 
conducting elections, or was there a desire to give the Zionist movement 
scope and content״ In order to answer their question in the simplest 
possible way, an action programme must be published embracing all those 
who join or will join the Zionist movement״ It is essential that a personal 
contact be established between every signatory and the Zionist Federation 
in that country, a contact through which ideological, Jewish-Zionist 
education may be deepened and the members employed in Zionist work. 

The way to achieve this is through the preparat ion of various fo rms of 
meetings: e״g״ study c i rc les and lec tures , or discussion of a Zionist 
subject of one kind or another, at reasonable intervals of time״ Members 
should be given the feeling that there is continuous activity and there must 
be concern not to create a vacuum״ Occasionally, there can be 
information evenings with the screening of a f i lm on the current problems 
connected with the Zionist struggle״ 

It is desirable that every Federation publish a newspaper or bulletin, that 
will be an instrument of communication between all the members containing 
sections on information, discussion, clarification of Zionist ideas and 
discussion of current Zionist questions״ This paper should serve as a 
vehicle of expression for whoever feels the need to express his views and 
outlook״ It has been proved that good mater ia l sent f rom Jorael has not 
been properly exploited and only reaches isolated individuals, while the 
Zionist Federation bulletin is read by many״ Therefore, instead of 
publishing and despatching mater ia l f rom Israel , material for publication 
should be sent to every Federation and they will decide there what to publish 
in their journal״ With the money thus saved, it will be possible to aid 
those same Federations that have financial difficulties in publishing a paper, 
or to exploit it to send the local bulletin f r ee to poor famil ies (which also-
exist there)״ 

In the education and information campaign, the direct contact with Israel 
should be fostered by visits to the country, not only for tourist purposes, 
but for the holding of barmitzvah ceremonies and pilgrimages , etc״ This 
is in addition to summer camps for youth and students״ 

Most of the mass meetings, through which we tried to instill Zionist 
ideology into the public, or explain the need for Zionism as a national 
liberation movement, did not produce the hoped-for resu l t s . It emerged 
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that this method is not an efficient channel at communication for this type 
of propaganda, which is essential ly ideological־ On the other hand, home 
study c i rc les , where the l ec tu re r s met only a few part ic ipants - generally, 
l ec turers with a professional or educational background s imi lar to the 
people at the gathering, crea ted a personal contact and the chance of 
discussion־ These meetings generally bore f ru i t as r egards everything 
connected with joining the Zionist movement־ In the fu ture too, this 
method of operation should not be neglected, but intensified, as it is 
especially appropriate to those standing on the s ide- l ines , the non-
committed and the committed who a r e likely to pass on the word to others״ 

As a resul t of the need for information mater ia l , for both propaganda and 
information purposes for the Membership Drive, many of the Federat ions 
published advertising and ideological mater ia l on an unprecedented scale . 
This mater ia l served them well in their various activities for the Drive and 
will also serve them well in the future . 

Since this was the case , the Committee took pains to t r ans fe r mater ia l 
published by one federation to other federat ions for their use and did not 
remain content with just sending mater ia l f rom J e r u s a l e m . These exchanges 
were unprecedented and added a great deal to the information work of the 
Drive־ 

The Zionist movement, in contradiction to the views of several of jits 
members , should be a mass movement, not a selective one. However, it 
is important that in every community and c i rc le there should be fo rmed a 
selected nucleus of member s who are not only in teres ted in hearing, but also 
in making their voices heard and are prepared to take pa r t actively in 
expanding the Zionist f ramework . Not in every case can such a selected 
group work alone, and hence the need to place at i ts disposal an Is rae l i 
assis tant of appropriate level and ability to help operate the group. 

The work in connection with the Membership Drive led among other things 
to the establishment in c i t ies , and provincial towns especial ly, of branches 
of the Federation, which did not exist previously. They brought the Zionist 
ideal to those distant Jewish communities, which had never previously heard 
about Zionism and served as a driving force for the creat ion of an occasional 
organ and even organs that since appear regular ly. 

The Membership Drive proved that in a large number of Zionist organisations 
there is a leadership without rank and f i le . They a r e generally political 
organisations which a re not liked by the local public, but they a re convenient 
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In a number of problematic countries, the Drive was car r ied out in accordance 
with local conditions, sometimes with signatures and sometimes without־ 
In those places in which the Drive could not be operated on the lines determined 
previously, we were forced to be content with expressions of solidarity and 
token membership in one form or another־ 

Even in those countries in which the Drive was ca r r ied out, the e f for t s of 
the various bodies concentrated on signing up their members and too little 
effort , if any, was devoted to bringing in members by direct membership of 
the Federation instead of through the existing avenue of the par ty . The 
resul t was that a considerable number of those who took par t in the census in 
any case identified with Zionism, in one form or another, and all the 
unidentified again remained ou ts ide , , , 

Similarly, the Drive did not succeed in turning the Zionist movement into a 
mass movement־ It was out of the question to expect that in one year heaven 
and ear th could be moved. 

Hence, the present drive, whose l imits were defined in advance and for a 
certain period of t ime that has just ended, should be regarded as a f i r s t 
stage in a systematic operation to bring in new members , as many as possible, 
into the Zionist movement. This stage is the f i r s t str ike and necessi ta tes 
pers is tence and expansion in order to reach all the c i rc les and sections of, 
the various communities and deepen their Zionist education. 

In the future , the t rend must be the addition of whole age groups into the 
Zionist movement, in order that, God forbid, the Zionist movement should 
not disappear with the disappearance of the old generation in the diaspora 
(the "generation of the wi lderness") ,  ״ ,

More than once, our aim has been wide of the mark , because we did not have 
the necessary data, which have a decisive influence on determination of the 
method of operation. After what has been learned at this stage, the 
continuation of the work must be planned and ca r r ied out in accordance with 
a pre-de termined p rogramme! Only by a perpetual concern for the 
expansion of the organisational f ramework of the Zionist movement and the 
deepening of Jewish-Zionist education, with a deep ideological furrow, is 
there a chance fo r the Zionist movement to maintain i ts status as a world 
movement. There can be no acquiescence with those who believe that we 
can make do with the f ramework of "Jewish aid for I s rae l" without the 
binding identification to the Jerusa lem Programme, for example, which we 
look on as the pith of the Zionist platform. 

132 



for political p re s su re groups that helped and help them to exist and they 
ignore the fact that they operate in a vacuum״ This situation has led to 
the fact that over the yea r s the younger generations have disappeared f rom 
the ranks of the Zionist movement, both those who were members of youth 
movements and those who were not־ Their fa i lure to join part ly resu l t s , 
as stated, f rom the present nature of the organisations ־ ־ ־ 

The principal effort today must be devoted to placing each organisation in 
its place, f r o m the point of view of i t s scope and number of members and 
instilling a Zionist attachment into the younger generation so that they can 
constitute a r e se rve force for the Zionist movement־ The leaders , who a r e 
in disgrace, with all due respec t to the fact that they a re veteran Zionists, 
must adapt themselves to the new situation־ 

Even though it is not possible to change the political s t ruc ture of the movement, 
it is essential to turn to the younger generation on a background of Zionist 
ideology and not just on a political background, because they are sick of 
politicising־ Any exaggerated s t r e s s on party polit ics will not a t t ract them־ 

When the Drive was s tar ted, we did not possess the necessary information 
on what was happening in the Diaspora or in a considerable section of the 
Zionist circles־ The paucity of political and social know-how led to a 
situation in which many devoted ef for ts were wasted and the immediate 
resul t was negligible־ Although the shock experienced by the Jewish 
public in the wake of the Membership Drive was positive and ;useful in the 
long run, it is essential to determine a system that will help members of the 
Executive to know exactly what is going on in every country־ 

One of the obstacles to the successful operation of the drive was the fact 
that we did not succeed in harnessing all the e m i s s a r i e s of the Agency to 
take part in the execution of the drive, or at leas t in helping it, although 
all emis sa r i e s received detailed and c lear instructions f rom the Executive, 
the Membership Drive Committee and the various department־ The reason 
for this was the existing s t ructure that lays down that the emi s sa ry "belongs" 
directly to a certain department of the Executive (an emis sa ry of־( ״ ־ ־ 
Consequently, all the existing means of coordination in the Agency were to 
no avail in convincing emi s sa r i e s , who were not directly employed on the 
drive, to work for it־ This is the state of a f fa i rs as r ega rds every other 
operation, in the event that it is an overall Executive one and not a specific 
Departmental operation־ Moreover, the existing s t ruc ture leaves 
emissa r i e s in various countr ies , who have fields of activity in various 
subjects, with a lot of time without direct employment־ ־ ־ on the other 
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hand, there are emissa r i e s who are so busy in other fields that their hours 
of work do not enable them to cover the whole question. Hence, there is a 
loss of t ime and money, and on the whole, the distribution of the emissa r i e s 
and the planning of their work does not stand in any proportion to the effort 
that each of them invests in relation to the others . It is therefore proposed 
to change the method of operation of emissa r i e s abroad. 

In every country, or a number of countries jointly (according to the scope 
of operation) there should be a representat ive f r o m the Jewish Agency 
Executive, who will be subordinate to the Executive and repor t to it 
current ly on activit ies. In accordance with the needs of every country, 
the above delegate will be joined by emissa r i e s for special tasks , but they 
will be directly subordinate to the central representat ive . The departments 
concerned will provide the emissa r i e s with professional advice and guidance 
relating to the instructions connected with a specific subject supervised by 
the emissa ry and the emissa r i e s will relay professional repor t s to the same 
departments. 

The work of the emis sa r i e s , whether in general or special f ields, will be 
ca r r ied out and coordinated by the representat ive as requested. Insofar 
as business will be conducted in the proposed manner, the attitude of the 
Federation to the emissa r i e s will be more earnes t . This lesson has been 
drawn f rom the fact that apart f rom the emissa r i e s of the Organization and 
Information Department and the emissa r i e s of the Youth and Hechalutz 
Department and a small number of emissa r i e s who received special 
instructions, most of the others stood on the sidelines in regard to everything 
connected with the Drive. The method of reporting by emissa r i e s so fa r 
has been subjective and limited, since it dealt solely with the narrow field 
of the department in question. The new system will provide general , 
objective report ing that will ref lect the situation in that country. 

Although the decision on the Membership Drive was adopted at the 27th 
Zionist Congress and the resolution was la ter confirmed by the Zionist 
General Council, we did not succeed in creating coordination with all the 
emi s sa r i e s , who went abroad under the aegis of the various institutions, 
in order to use their aid and their participation in the publicity work for 
the drive. Even af ter we received the blessing of the Pr ime Minister 
fo r the drive - and we took pains that all the various fac tors be informed 
of the campaign - minis ters , senior officials and employees of Keren 
Hayesod, the Jewish National Fund and the Jewish Agency went abroad on 
various information activities without us succeeding in coordinating with 
them that they appear in our name as well. Some of them were not just 
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interested, most simply did not know־ Apparently, a coordinating organisation 
that with minimum effort could have brought maximum resu l t s , was lacking־ 
Unfortunately, there were instances, too, in which speakers displayed even the 
most elementary lack of civic and public discipline by coming out against the 
Drive or making open cr i t ic ism of one or another Zionist Federat ion, in which 
they were working and thus caused more harm than good as e m i s s a r i e s ־  ־ .

In certain countries, officials of Is rae l i institutions did not come to the help 
of the census־ When the Appeal season star ted, Zionist l eade r s and Federation 
workers gave preference to the work of rais ing money־ 

It should be mentioned, however, that in most places where there is an 
organised Zionist Federation, which is wel l - run and accepted by the public, 
the operation was generally successful and went off without special problems. 
In those places in which the Federation was led by an emi s sa ry , who regarded 
the carrying out of the drive as a mission (shelichut), he was the factor spurr ing 
on and aiding the drive, and sometimes even the factor responsible for the 
Federat ion 's existence and work. 

However, in a number of countries, in which the organisational f ramework of 
the Federation is defective, the resu l t is a lack of initiative, ability or the 
adoption of a stand. One of the resu l t s of this situation is that a local 
leadership of high standards is not developing. This situation requ i res a 
special effor t to augment the prest ige of the Federation and turn it into an 
institution with authority and responsibil i ty. 

It also emerged unambiguously that several political par t ies do not even have 
the most e lementary public discipline and despite the resolut ions of World 
Unions of the Pa r t i e s and Groups they caused more harm than benefit to the 
drive־ Their political par ty method of work estranged many good Jews f r o m 
the Zionist f ramework in whose name the Drive wa& ca r r i ed out־ 

Another issue that deserves attention is the lack of organisation of I s rae l i s 
abroad, i . e . students and other Is rae l i s abroad in the course of their job־ 
It is most important to create a f ramework by means of which it will be 
possible to exploit the appropriate people to take par t in at l eas t some of the 
information and education work as a help to the Federation or the work of 
Agency e m i s s a r i e s . If this were to be done, it would undoubtedly contribute 
in the creation of links and mutual t ies between Is rae l i s and Diaspora Jewry. 
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As for the youth, there is no possibility at present of demanding that they 
join an ideological movement without giving them an appropriate educational 
background, and without providing •them with the opportunity to grapple with 
the problem. On the other hand, it is important to face them with 
challenges and if they indeed recognise their Judaism and Zionism, they 
should be asked to join the f ramework of the movement in order to help it in 
the external struggle. At the same time, they should be encouraged to 
ca r ry out democratically organisational changes that they consider pract ical . 
They should be spoken to directly and clearly. Any other approach, 
especially one of exaggerated understanding for the reactions of youth and 
movement towards a complete compromise with them, will only resul t in 
many of them remaining outside the f ramework. 

Despite all the reservat ions expressed, the drive should be regarded as a 
success , even though the numbers who underwent the census - that should 
not be underestimated - did not always exceed the percentage which the 
managers of the Drive laid down as a possible target . 
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APPENDIX A: 

A LIST OF SHLICHIM SENT ON BEHALF 
OF THE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE * 

ARGENTINA A. Avidor, D. Bar -Ni r , M, Bar-On, M. Drobles, 
B. Duvdevani, M. Halbertal , E. Kraim, A. Luk, 
A. Marbid, E. Noy, S״ Rechtman, Prof . L. Scazzoccio, 
N. Solan, J . Tsur . 

AUSTRIA Dr. R. Eytan, Dr. A. Zwergbaum. 

BELGIUM A. Akabas, D. Avidan, M. Bar-On, D. Ben-Naeh, 
A. L. Dulzin, J . Klarman. 

BOLIVIA A. Avidor, A. Marbid, S. Rechtman. 

BRAZIL A. Argov, D. Bar -Ni r , Mr. Drobles, B. Duvdevani, 
H. Finkelstein, M. Halbertal , Mrs . G״ Havkin, 
E. Kraim, A. Luk, Prof . L. Scazzoccio, A. Tallenberg, 
J . Tsur . 

CANADA Dr. S. Avineri, E. Avriel, M. Bar-On, S. Berg, 
Y. Geva, S. Hadar, A. Narboni, D. Pa t i r , M. Rivlin, 
Z. Shaham. 

CENTRAL 
AMERICA A. Argov, Dr. Y. Austridan, Z. Shaham. 

CHILE A. Avidor, D. Ba r -Ni r , H. Finkels te in , E. Kraim, 

A. Marbid, E. Noy, N. Solan. 

COLOMBIA A. Argov, Dr. Y. Austridan, A. Avidor . 

DENMARK M. Bar-On, Rabbi M. Edelman, Rabbi M. Kirshblum, 
Z. Shaham, Miss Y. Sussmann. 

ECUADOR A. Argov, Dr. Y. Austridan. 

* Mess r s . L. A. Pincus and A. Schenker visited almost all countr ies . 
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M. Bar-On, Rabbi M. Edelman, Rabbi M. Kirshblum. 

M. Arnon, Prof־ L. Ashkenasy, M. Bar-On, 
i , Berenson, A. L. Dulzin, Dr. R. Eytan, 
T. Grin, Mrs . M. Guez, M. K. 

S. Dvir, Dr. R. Eytan, Rabbi M. Kirshblum, 
Dr. A. Zwergbaum. 

E. Avriel, M. Bar-On, D״ B e n ^ a e h , S. Berg, 
(^E. Deevon, Y. Geva, Dr. I. Goldstein, M, Krone, 

Ch. Landau, M . K . , D. Pa t i r , Z. Shaham, D. Sinai, 
Miss Y. Sussmann, S. Tsur , A. Yaffe. 

M. Beytan, Y. Haran, E. Shmueli. 

D. Ben-Naeh, Dr. R. Eytan, Y״ Shelach, 
Dr. A. Zwergbaum. 

Z. Shaham. 

D. Ben-Naeh, A. Cohen, M. Mevorach, Z. Shaham, 
M.״ Shifman 

A. Argov, A. Avidor, E. Avriel, M. Bar-On, 
H. Finkelstein, S. Ginossar, M. Halbertal, 
J־ Klarman, E. Kraim, A. Luk, Z. Shaham. 

M. Bar-On, Rabbi M. Edelman, Rabbi M. Kirshblum. 

E. Friedman, A־ Marbid, S. Rechtman. 

H. Finkelstein, E״ Kraim, S. Rechtman. 

Rabbi M. Kirshblum. 

Dr. I. Goldstein, M. Rivlin. 

Rabbi M. Edelman, Rabbi M. Kirshblum, 
Miss Y. Sussmann. 

D. Ben-Naeh, Dr. R. Eytan, Dr. A. Zwergbaum. 

A. Avidor, D. Bar -Nir , M. Drobles, B. Duvdevani, 
H. Finkelstein, E. Kraim, A. Luk, A. Marbid, 
E. Noy, S. Rechtman, Prof . L. Scazzoccio, 
N. Solan, J . Tsur . 

E. Avriel, A. L. Dulzin, Rabbi M. Kirshblum, 
M. Krone, N. Peled - Minister of Absorption, 
M. Rivlin, R. Weitz, H. Zohar. 

A. Argov, A. Avidor, H. Finkelstein, R. Weitz. 

FINLAND 

FRANCE 

GERMANY 

GREAT BRITAIN 

GREECE 

HOLLAND 

IRELAND 

ITALY 

MEXICO 

NORWAY 

PARAGUAY 

PERU 

RHODESIA 

SOUTH AFRICA 

SWEDEN 

SWITZERLAND 

URUGUAY 

U.S. A. 

VENEZUELA 
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APPENDIX B : 

SHLICHIM RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DRIVE IN COUNTRIES 

Organiser of the campaign in Europe Mr. Baruch Rafael i 

Argentina, Colombia Mr . Asher Bruschtein 

Austria, Switzerland Dr. Eliyahu Pora t 

Brazil Mr . Baruch Harpaz 

Canada Mr . Abraham Tooch 

Central America Mr . Shmuel Ophir 

Chile Mr . Zvi Eldar 

France Mr . Menahem Giladi 

Germany Mr. Hanan Feinberg 

Greece Mr . Baruch Shroytman 

India Mr. Zvi Stanislavsky 

Italy Mr. Ygal Halamit 

Peru Mr . Ya'akov Blum 

Scandinavia Mr . Giora Sigal 

Uruguay Mr. Michael Gil ad 

U. S. A. Mr. Dani Pinkas 
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