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THE THIRD SESSION of the Zionist General Council after
the Twenty-sixth Zionist Congress was held in Jerusalem
on 8-15 January, 1967. '

The inaugural meeting was held in the Binyanei
Ha'umah in the presence of the President of the State and
Mrs. Shazar, the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the Knesset,
Cabinet Ministers, the Chief Justice, Judges of the Supreme
Court, the State Comptroller, visitors from abroad, public
dignitaries and a large and representatwe gathering which
filled the entire hall. ~

The meeting was opened by Mr. Jacob Tsur, Chair-
man of the Zionist General Council, who paid homage to
Israel's Nobel Prize Laureate, the writer S.Y, Agnon, and
read the message Mr. Agnon had sent to the gathering.
Mr. Tsur also congratulated the poetess and writer, Nellie
Zaks. The speaker then went on to discuss the gravity of
the time for both the State of Israel and the Zionist Move-
ment, and called upon citizens in this country and Zionists
,throughout the world to stand shoulder to shoulder to over-
“come the crisis.

Professor André Chouraqui, - Deputy Mayor of the
City of Jerusalem, welcomed the delegates on behalf of the
City. . . g

The Prime Minister, Mr. Levi Eshkol, in his speech
stressed the powerful ties existing between the State of -
Israel and the Jewish people in all lands of their dispersion,
underlining the close cooperation between the Government
and the Zionist Executive. Mr. Eshkol recalled the com-
mencement of the operations of the Mercaz Latefutzot, set
up jointly by the Government and the Zionist Movement,
He sent fraternal greetings to the Jews of Soviet Russia,
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expressing the hope that in view of the statement of the
Russian Premier regarding the re-union of families,
immigration from that country would increase.

When Dr. Nachum Goldmann, President of the World
Zionist Organization, rose to speak, a group of young
persons bearing slogans demonstrated against him and
against his stand on the problems of ties with Germany.

In his speech Dr. Goldmann outlined the situation of the
Movement and of Jewry in the international arena, dealing
more in detail with the Neo-Nazi Movement and relations
with Germany, and also with the problems of the Zionist
Movement. '

At the second meeting held on the following day Dr.
Goldmann concluded his address on the tasks confronting
the Zionist Movement and the Jewish people voicing his
hopes for the normalization of relations between Israel
and the Arab countries. The General Debates on the
speeches of the Prime Minister and the President of the
World Zionist Organization then began, continuing into the
third meeting. :

On the afternoon of the same day Members of the
Zionist General Council were the guests of the Knesset in
its new premises. The Speaker of the Knesset, Mr. Kadish
Luz, welcomed the delegates, stressing the mutual ties of
the Knesset and the Zionist General Council.

The fourth meeting heldon9 January 1967 was address-
ed by the Chairman of the Executive Mr. L.A. Pincus, on
the work, programme and budget of the Zionist Movement.
He was followed by Mr. Yigal Allon, Minister of Labour,
who spoke on Israel's economic problems.

The fifth meeting held on the following day saw the
beginning of the General Debate on the problems of Im-
migration and Absorption. The Debate continued in the
sixth and seventh meetings held on the same day.



In the afternoon Members of the General Council ‘
attended a reception tendered by the President of the World
Zionist Organization.

During the eighth meeting held on 11 January the
Debate on Problems of Immigration and AbSorption was
concluded and that on Activities in the Golah commenced
and continued into the ninth meeting. At this meeting the
Chairman of the General Council paid tribute to Dr. Israel
Goldstein on the occasion of his seventieth birthday while
Mr. Baruch Weinstein congratulated other celebrants on
their anniversaries. ‘

Four Committees were elected, as follows: Political
Affairs = Chairman, Dr. Max Nussbaum (Vice-Chairman,
Mrs. Chaika Grossman-Orkin); Budget, Finance and Funds
Committee — Chairman, Mrs. Fay Schenk (Vice-Chairman,
Joseph Daleski); Immigration and Absorption— Chairman ~
Leon Kronitz (Vice-Chairman; Mr. Yosef Bankower);
Organization and Activities in the Golah — Chairman, Rabbi
Ts.M. Zambrowsky (Vice-Chairman, Najman Radzichowsky).

After the ninth meeting Members of the Zionist Gener-
al Council attended a reception in honour of Dr. Israel
Goldstein, held at the Goldstein Zionist Youth Farm.

At the tenth meeting the Debate on Activities in Golah
was concluded and the President of the World Zionist
Organization replied.

The various Committees sat on 12-13 January. On
12 January Members of the Zionist General Council attend~-
ed a reception tendered by the President of the State of
Israel.

During the eleventh meeting members of the Zionist
Executive replied to questions put by Members of the
Zionist General Council.

At the twelfth meeting the Chairman of the Zionist
General Council eulogized departed Members. The
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Chairmen of the Various Committes for Organization and
Activities in the Golah, for Immigration and Absorption,
for the Budget, Finance and the Funds, submitted their
draft resolutions.

At the thirteenth meeting held on 15 January the
Chairman of the Committee for Political Affairs submitted -
the draft resolutions of his Committee. The President of
the World Zionist Organization, Dr. Nachum Goldmann,
delivered the closing address, and the Session was summed
up by the Chairman of the Zionist General Council, Mr.

Jacob Tsur.
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FIRST MEETING
LSunday, January 8,1967 in the evening

Chairman: JACOB TSUR

OPEVNING SPEECH BY MR. JACOB TSUR
- (Chairman of the Zionist General Council)

At the very outset I must make mention of the great
‘honour that has been afforded us and to Hebrew literature by
the award of the Nobel Prize to Shmuel Yosef Agnon, who
“lives and writes in our own c1ty of Jerusalem. We invited
Mr. Agnon to be with us this evening but he is still fatigued
by his ]ourney to Europe He is indeed in need of rest.

Mr. Agnon has sent me the following letter: '"Thank
you for your good wishes, and for your 1nv1tat1on to be pres-

" ent at this gathering of the ‘World Zionist Orgamzatmn

"Your invitatioh is a great honour for me. But as a result of
‘all my adventures in the course of three weeks durmg
~which I did not sleep, night or day, and did not even rest, it
~ is difficult for me to make an appearance in public. If you
‘regard my greetings as important, please greet on my be-
half all those attendmg this gathermg "o

All of us,- citizens of Israel and delegates from the
Golah, here together with us, share the feelings of pride at
the recognition given by the nations to an artist who has
added new dimensions to our national tongue, to a creative
writer who has given voice to the spirit of our people May
God keep him and inspire him to continue to enrich our na-
tional treasury. And may the recogmtmn given by the elect
" of the nations of the world to a Hebrew writer, open the
- hearts of our young men and women in the Diaspora to study
their own national language and literature, and may they
read the works of the writer of "Only Yesterday" in its orig-
inal Hebrew.



Let us take advantage of this occasion to send our
greetings to Agnon's co-prizewinner, Nellie Sachs, rec-
ognized by the Swedish Royal Academy as a Jewish poetess
mourning the destruction of her people. Though she writes
in an alien tongue, she has given voice to thé grief and sor-
row of the Jewish people, and it is for this expression of
our suffering that she shares the Prize. From this Zionist
gathering in Jerusalem we send her our heartfelt congrat—
ulations. :

, Members of the Zionist General Councﬂ' There are
certam remarks I have to make preparatory to our discus-
sion, which will open tonight with the speeches of the Prime
Minister and the President of the World Zionist Organization.
It is because of the gravity of the times through which we
are passing that I wish in a few simple sentences to define
and delineate this critical period.

We must bear in mind that the situation in Israel to-
day is not as we were accustomed to see it in days gone by.
Certainly the Zionist Movement cannot regard itself in the
same light as in the past. In the current pattern of Israel
it is difficult to fit in a phase requiring introspection and
rethinking of our situation. Are we going through an eco-

- nomic crisis? We were used to.crises before the estab-~
lishment of the State, and also at various intervals during -
the years of statehood. We always proved capable of sur-
mounting these hard times. Indeed the higher the obstacles,
the stronger the Yishuv proved itself to be'! The ranks of
Zionists abroad grew closer Never was our faith affected
by our trials. ' * '

The present situation is the result of a slowdown in
the rapid expansion of our economy since the creation of the
State. We have grown so accustomed to constant expan-
sion that we find it difficult to believe that brakes have had
to be applied. And if they have the result has undoubtedly
been suffering. Our plans have been upset, and cracks



have appeared in our economy. However, this was a stage
that sooner or later, we had to reach. It obliges all of us,
both citizens of this country and Zionists from abroad, to
make a united effort. It gives us the right to call upon every
. self-conscious Jew in the Golah to give all he can, and above
all himself, to combat the present difficulties, and enable us
~ to march forward again. '

~ But there is an evil spirit abroad today in Israel. Let

this not be a small thing in your eyes. Individual suffering
has become a banner. The shrinkage of immigration in-
stead of inducing new thinking and concern for the future,
has become a cause for self-accusation. Even re-emigra-
tion -~ yeridah -~ which is no new phenomenon in our midst,
has become, among a section of our people, a sort of permis-
.sible protest. The impression gained from the statements
made by the denigrators in our midst is that the Jewish
- people has built up a conditional homeland. When things go
well, it is worthy of being fostered. But when the difficul-
ties arise - there is no one to speak in its favour.

I know that such views are not held by a considerable
section of our community. But it suffices to produce an
evil spirit, distorting the character of our society.

We have woken up from the illusion of unending pros~
perity in the State of Israel and the result, at least, has been
one sobering thought: It has never been so clear that the
State of Israel cannot stand alone. It needs the impetus of

- mass immigration and the dynamism that is the result. The

process of the upbuilding of the State if a prolonged one,
and bestrewn with many obstacles. Its strength derives
from its consciousness of being a country with a mission,
the heart of the Jewish national movement. Never will
Israel regard itself as devoid of an attachment to World

 Jewry. Today its citizens are becoming more and more

“conscious of our mutual dependence. Those who in the past
did not find the time to take a look at the Diaspora, are
coming to see the problems of our reciprocal ties between

Israel and the Diaspora, as a question of life or death for the
State.



- Today people are beginning to ask: Where ig the
‘Jewish people? Why are thousands of young people not
coming from the affluent countries? Today people are
begmmng to questlon Where are the shlichim we sent ?
{Where are the tedchers? Where are the reserves we ‘sought
“to train in the Golah? =~

It has been said that the Zlomst Orgamzatlon is not
capable of giving any - Teply.: “That. may be -so, in view of .
the situation within our Movement today “We are all con- :
scious of its defects, of its acts of omlssu_)n, Much patience,
much love of Israel is necessary to overcome the triteness

“and apathy that has taken hold of us. But ours is the only
national Jewish movement bearing the banner of national
unity and the upbuilding of our country. ‘It is the instrument
‘we have. We have no other, noththstandmg the many orga-
nizations that the Jewish people’ dlsposes of in the West.

~ Criticism of the policies and actions of the Zionist Move-
ment is desirable,even necessary. Nothing can be said
against any effort to uncover weaknesses and def1c1enc1es
but an honest balance sheet must be drawn. Our Weaknesses
must bé placedagamst the achievements we have reglstered.
If the Zionist Organization is in difficult financial straits—
and much will be said about this matter in the’ course of our
del iberations ~ let it be remembered that it brotight one and
a half million immigrants into the country, that it contrib-
uted towards the integration of these newcomers, that it
helped in settling the wastelands, in the creation of a mod-
~ern agriculture, in the emergence of an Israel society, and
notwithstanding the criticism that may be voiced against its
work in the Golah, it has had something to do with the ex~
pansion of Hebrew education, in the new status achieved by
Hebrew language and culture in the Golah, in combating
assimilation. Criticism will always be welcome. But re-
joicing when the hard times come is not criticism. It recoils



on our own heads, makes our struggle more difficult than it
need be, at a time when on the face of th1ngs there is gener-
al unity in’ favour of Israel.

N We sat for several days, prior to the opening of this
Session of the Zionist General Council, deliberating on the
structure of the Zionist Organization. We reviewed our
existing instruments, methods of organization, drafting pro-
posals to remedy defects, considering ways and means of
opening the Organization to new elements within the Jewish
people, and particularly to the Jewish younger generation.
It was clear to all of us, to all those who are close to these
problems, that this organizational reform is closely bound
up with a regeneration of the Zionist idea. Zionism must
bring to the younger generation in the Diaspora the funda-
mentals of Jewish unity, of Jewish identity, of the centrality
of Israel, the duty of Aliyah, expressing the personal par-
ticipation of our youth in the battle that has not reached its
conclusion, which indeed, is still at its height. And so we
return to the issue: At a time when the burden of Zionist
realization is being transferred from immigration from the
countries of distress, set in motion by Jewish misery, to
Aliyah impelled by the attractions of this country, the stam-
ina and spiritual integrity of the State of Israel constitute
a test and a challenge. A national society that is loyal to its
mission, whose actions are gauged in the light of its contri-
bution to national problems, will constitute the loadstone of
vital forces in the Jewish dispersion. A society built upon
doubt, that is self-centred, is doomed to isolation.

That is the challenge facing us in Israel. Delegates from
- abroad must appreciate the gravity of the times through

which we are passing. This is the hour of trial of the

Zionist Organization. It was easy enough to navigate the
favourable tides, when admiration for Israel and for Israel's
achievements was at its height. But our Movement must be
conscious of its responsibilities in hard times no less. This

is an obligation we all share. The problems of the State of
Israel are the problems of the Jewish people, just as the



dangers threatening Jewish survival in all countries jeop-
 ardize our future in this country. It is our duty to dissem-
inate a consciousness of this mutual responsibility through-
out the Jewish people, to: call upon the Jewish communities
and institutions‘to lend us a helping hand. We must inspire
the' young people to see their mission and their own future
in Aliyah. These are the aims of the Zionist Movement.

In this spir1t this Session of the Zionist General Councﬂ

B must commence its deliberatz.ona ThlS Wﬂl be its test.

GREETINGS OF THE CITY OF JERUSALEM

From the Speech of Professor André Chouraqui
(Deputy Mayor of. Jerusalem) ,

I hope and pray that your dehberatlons w111 be mmmd'
by the lofty ideals symbolized by Jerusalem: peace, both
near and far, peace in the Middle East, peace in the East,
peace in the lands of the West— the ideals of justice for the
hungry masses in Asia and Africa, justice for the poor in
our own country and throughout the world, justice for the
widowed and the fatherless - the ideal of unity; union be=
tween East and West in our country and throughout the -
world - the ideals of fratermty and love, Wlthout Wthh there
- .can be no:peace,  no ‘truth, no Justlce

Instead of lookmg back at the past Israel must rouse
itself to ensure that the future conquer the past, It must
- :liberate itself-of the fetters of the ghettoes, in which we
shut ourselves and our Movement.  We must widen our - -
tents so:that the barren once again become fruitful, so-that
the people in the Golah cease being shut-in and isolated and
- return fo its onetime glory and trlumph in‘the rebu11t '
Jerusalem. o : : »

The people that has been reborn m‘usyt stretchout its
arms to embrace the peoples of Africa and Asia, the Chris-
- tians, and tomorrow, too, I am sure the people of Islam,



and the people of Arabia among them, of Lebanon, Egypt,
Syria and Jordan. Our hands are full of modesty, of prayer,
leading through History to the hopes of peace, justice and
the promise made in this country that peace will triumph

over war, justice over injustice, love over hatred and
light over darkness.

Let this blessing, the blessing of Jerusalem, be
vouchsafed you, the blessing of Jerusalem's administration
and Jerusalem's citizens, in order that your deliberations
may truly advance the regeneration of the Zionist Movement,
of a renewed spiritual Zionism in this country and in the
Diaspora, for the redemption of our entire people.

IMMIGRATION AND ABSORPTION ~OUR TOUCHSTONE
AS A MOVEMENT AND AS A STATE

Mr. Levi Eshkol, Prime Minister

"In the name of the Government of Israel and myself it
gives me great pleasure to greet the Zionist General Council.
Welcome to Jerusalem!

The subjects under deliberation on this as on previous
-occasions, are of vital impbrtance to the State of Israel and
the Zionist Movement., As a Movement and as a State, we
shall be tested by our achievements in immigration and
- absorption, and we must exert all our powers, material and

spiritual, in order to meet this test.

A Particular Challenge for our State and our People

It is the fate of the State of Israel that every year is
a year of trial for us, but I believe that in these days State
and nation have a particular challenge to face. I do not in~-
tend, at this particular moment, to go into our ecurrent se-
curity and political problems in any detail. I have no doubt
that you are alive to these problems, and that you under-
stand their nature and the fact that we sometimes have to



take steps that give us no particular pleasure and do not
always meet with full understanding outside. But our
primary responsibility is to safeguard the peace of the
State of Israel and its citizens. :

You are, no doubt, also well aware of the s1gn1f1cance
of our economic troubles. Today we are in the midst of a
process of economic consolidation. For years we were
borne on the waves of a rising flood of development and
immigration; now we must consolidate, for the sake of
further advances in the future. In this period, we must
relentlessly cast the balance sheet of our situation, our
prospects for the future and the measures we must adopt
so that Israel may stand on her own feet economically.

It is only natural that this process should be some-
times difficult and, in part, even painful. -Of that we are
well aware. It strives towards greater efficiency, economy,
higher productivity ~ even if that means drastic changes and
retrenchment in administration and organization, the dis-
missal of superfluous employees in services and production.
It means a certain slowing down in economic act1v1ty and
development. :

Above all, this process means disturbance and suf-
fering for tens of thousands of workers, who regarded their
positions as safe and stable, but suddenly find themselves
out of work and compelled to seek new jobs and new forms
of employment.

The Transition from Over#Emplonént and Inﬂation "
to Stability in Employment and Prices

It would be wrong, however, to exaggerate the dimen-
sions of the problem‘, either in all sincerity or in imitation
of the current fashion of barren criticism. It would be
wrong to lower the spirits of our people and our friends.
Similar economic and social difficulties are today the lot of
larger and more well-established countries, richer than
we in natural resources and working tradition, for example,



Britain and Gérmany. Even mighty America has faced, and
is facing, problems of unemployment and inflation.

We: are today in a transition period from over-employ-
ment -and inflation to stability in employment and prices-. It
is ‘only natural ‘that a‘period of inflation a#nd over-employment
should‘have given rise to serious distortions in productivity,
prices, wages, and labour morale. It is not easy to correct
these distortions, and today we are engaged in this process
of correction.

" The Government is doing everything that has to be
done to.strengthen and consolidate the economy and increase
efficiency.. Thege efforts, I am glad to say, are already -
bearing their first fruits, as.we are entitled to note with a
certain measure of satisfaction.  In the past two years the
gap in our balance has dropped by 100 million dollars. and
this year we hope to reduce the deficit by another 40 million
dollars, if not more. This reduction in the deficit is.due ..
mainly to, the growth of our experts, which we expect this--/
‘year: to pass the thousand-million-dollar mark for the first
time. Productivity has been steadily growing, efficieney is-
improving and there has been a:rise in labotir morale,. We -
are well:aware that we have not yetrexhausted the latent ca~-
pacities of our peoplé inall spheres of work: "in agriculture
and industry,: science and administration; in tourism 'and -
trade. Great areithe resources still untapped amongst this':
people which has been-assembled from the four corhers-of *
the earth. Great is the as yet-undeveloped strength of the :
economy we have bullt I am conhdent that we shall continue
toadvance P L . e e

Iﬂfadoptmg ‘our new ecoriomic’ pohcy, we' have also
undertaken the héavy burden of ensuring that the period of '
transition between one type of work and another shall not: be :
too long,: and that, even during this period workers on the "
move: shall suffer:as little as possible. ' The Government has
borne this burden that we have undertaken ~ in addition:to. the
burdens of security, development and the ingathering of the -
exiles —~as a matter of course, with pride and responsiblity,
since the first day of the State.
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Drop in Immlgratlon— The Main Cause
~of our Economic Policy

This policykis the outcome of several causes. If the
public only began to notice it at the beginning of 1966, al-
though we started to work in this direction previously, there
was one main reason for the faet: in this year there was a
serious drop in immigration — and it is to this subject that
I wish to devote the greater part of my remarks this eve- -

ning.

Since the establishment of the State — and even before, -
in the days of the Mandate — immigration has been the dy-
namic factor which moulded our society and economy. It’
dictated our policy in development, education and economic
affairs. Perhaps there were some who wondered why a
young State should be prepared to subjugate itself, as it -
were, to "dictation' by an "external factor'. Why did we
persevere with immigration even in times of unemployment?
Why did we devote gigantic sums to apparently "unproduc-
tive'" purposes like housing and the development of the eco-
nomic infrastructure? But anyone who found this surprising
showed that he did not understand the true character of the
State of Israel, of the State which regards itself as the re-
presentative of the exiled and scattered Jewish people, of
the State whose first basic law was the Law of Return. He
did not understand the tremendous role of immigration in
the long-term development of the economy— even if it gave
rise to difficulties in the short term. :

Can anyone imagine Israel without its mass settle-
ment, its hundreds of new villages, its development towns,
the new quarters and suburbs that surround our cities?
Can anyone imagine our economy without our ramified
agriculture, our extensive industries, transport netwerk
and economic services? All these were built by new im~-
migrants with their own hands, for their own sakes, for
all our sakes, for the sake of the State. It was they that
gave the State the great impetus which has had such valu-
able results and endowed us with the strength to face the

challenges of the future.
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It is easy to understand that the reduction in immigra-
tion during the past -year has inevitably led to a slowdown in
the rate of development. -If you travel to Jerusalem, to
Ashdod, Beersheba and other places, you will see this for
yourselves. An economy entirely organized for growth and
development is naturally subject to pains and distortions if
its growth is. suddenly halted. It is these pains that we. feel
today. o . e

' ,The Close of One Phase and the Opening of the Next

For these reasons, Israel's central problem today, as
ever, is immigration. Israel will not be able to develop and
grow without continued immigration. It has already been our
privilege to gather in the scattered sons of the Jewish people
from the camps in Europe, the Moslem countries and from
other areas of distress. Today we stand at the conclusion
of one stage and the begmmng of a new one: the determined
attempt to breach the walls of governmental ill-will and the
mdlfference of Jews in the prosperous -lands. o

For the present a lull in 1mmigrat10n has been forced
upon us and we are utilizing it to increase:the eff1c1ency of
our economic enterprlses and 1nst1tut10ns When a new
wave of 1m1mgrat1on arrives, we must be prepared for 1t
w1th a large efficient, modern and developlng economy }

‘ The JeW1sh people can help us in this endeavour by
prov1d1,ng -the financial resources for investment, the know~
how and the network of commercial -ties, so-that:Israeli ex-
ports and productlon may be able to expand mcrease the1r
eff1c1ency and take on addltlonal Workers. ’

Our Vital Living Bond with the Jewish People

But there is apother side to the coin of immigration.
We have béén able to build and maintain the State of Israel
by virtue of the quality of its citizens. We have always
known that it is not quantity that will enable us to confront
challenges and threats. But this qualitative superiority —
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the superiority of our Jewish men and women—is .teday in
danger. The tasks facing a modern State are many — parti-
cularly in our country. We have not enough men with know-
ledge, education, scientific training and devotion to carry
out all the tasks. We are, therefore, faced with the dis-
turbing question: The pioneer of our day, the builder of
the land, devoted, knowledgeable, diligent —~ where is he to
come from ? Hence it is our duty to train our manpower
quickly and, at the same time, to bring in men and women
endowed with know-how and education. If we can stand this
test, we can ensure that Israel will meet the hopes of the
Jewish people —and perhaps not hopes alone. This is the
~ prior condition for the creation of a well-ordered society,
with a modern culture, rooted in the heritage of the JeW1sh
. people and loyal to its m1ss1on :

From all these points of view the 11v1ng bonds with
the Jewish people are of vital importance to us. Iam well
aware that these considerations are only the outward ex-
pression of the bond of faith, the eternal mystic bond which
unites all generations of the Jewish people and all its com-
munities throughout the world. Obviously, it is only
against the background of the unity and the vision of the
entire Jewish people that the State of Israel was able to
rise. Today it is clear to all that this bond is vital not
only for ourselves but for the very existence of the Jewish
dispersion. In many countries our people is threatened by
decline, whether by the pressure of hostile rule or through
indifference, assimilation and abandonment of Jewish cul-
ture and the Jewish heritage.

To these problems there is only one solution: the
strengthening of the living, substantial, personal bond bet-
ween Israel and the Diaspora .

Living Bond — the Jew who Settles in Israel

This bond is manifold. First and foremost, it is the
bond of the Jew who comes to Israel to settle and live in it,
Last year, only a few thousand immigrants came to Israel
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from the affluent countries, but, despite the small numbers,
they are a proof that they can be multiplied many times. It
is of the most vital importance that we should begin this very
day with large-scale preparations in the Diaspora for their
departure for Israel. It is your duty to give yourselves and
us an answer to the question: How can this immigration be
increased? What must you do to that end? And, in the same
way, it is our duty to ask ourselves what is the significance
of our actions from the viewpoint of immigration and how we'
~ can increase it. ’

“Young Students — Another Bond

Another bond is that of young people who will come to
study and learn to love it. We want them to stay h{are for
life, but even if some of them leave after a few years, there
will remain in their hearts a substantial deposit of a fresh
love of Zion. These young people, wherever they may be,
constitute a real and living bond with our country, because
they have known it and lived in it; they know its merits and
faults, its flora and fauna, its hills and valleys, its rains
and hot winds. I appeal to you: Bring many more like them.
We will learn to understand them, take them in-our hearts-—
and thus we shall create the scarlet thread that binds those
who are already with us to those who are yet to come.

And so as long as the Diaspora needs them, we shall .
also try, to the best of our ability, to supply teachers, youth
leaders, rabbis and educators who will bring to the Jewish
communities the fruits of the land, its spirit, its love and
pride in sovereignty and independence. We shall see to it
that the standards of these emissaries from the land of -
Israel should be high, that they should carry out their tasks
with ‘sincerity, devotion, tact and wisdom, and bring the
maximum advantage to the people and the State.
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Ensuring Real Absorption

‘There is one more task with which we must grapple:
How to ensure the real absorption of the immigrant in
Israel. This problem cannot be solved by institutions alone,
although they do much for the purpose, and the process of
~ economic absorption is steadily improving. But there is no
-doubt that we, the Government and the Zionist Movement,
can and should do more than we are doing today- no matter
how much we are doing already. These are the central
problems with which we are grappling and must continue to
grapple. Permit me, friends, to ask, in brutal candour:
What have we done and what are we doing to solve them ?
And above all, we need an awakening of the hearts; we must
stretch out a fraternal hand to the newcomer — from what-
. ever land he comes. ' ‘

_ Two years have passed since the last Zionist Con-
gress. Half the time until the next Congress has already
gone. The previous Congress despatched the Zionist Move-
ment on a long road, laden with excellent and important
resolutions. Let every Congress delegate, every member
of the Zionist General Council ask himself: What has been
done to carry them out?

Implementing the Resolutions of the Last Cdngress

The Congress decided on measures to intensify im-
migration, to encourage immigration from the affluent
lands, The immigration figures show that most of the im-~
migrants have come from those very countries where it is
not the work of the Zionist Movement that counts, but other
factors — above all, the very existence of Israel. The di-
mensions of immigration from the affluent countries is
very small —both from the viewpoint of Israel's needs and
possibilities and also from the point of view of the Jewish
potential in those countries. '

The Congress decided to encourage pioneer training
and youth movements, to operate among student youth, to
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bring young people from the Diaspora to study in Israel.
Today there are 400, 000 Jewish students in the affluent coun-
tries. Less than 2,000 of them have reached Israel, includ-
ing the universities, the yeshivot and the institutes. Can the
Movement say that this all it could do in order to carry out
its own resolutions ? Can it saythat even this little has been
done by the Movement itself? I was glad to hear that all the
world's Jewish youth organizations are cooperating with the
Zionist Movement. This opens up many opportunities, but it
is a tremendous challenge, which you must face.

It was decided to expand and intensify Zionist educa-
tion and Jewish cultural activities in the Diaspora — what has
the Movement done for that purpose? Have all the necessary
resources — spiritual and material - been employed to intro-
duce a Jewish and Zionist content into all types of Jewish
communal education? There are Jewish day schools even in
some small communities. What has been done to strengthen
and expand this network? What has been done to expand the
network of Jewish weekend schools? What has been done to
give content to the studies in the schools that exist? Are the
pupils being imbued with a new, fresh and hvmg love for
Zion?

' The JewiSh People Faces a Grave and Fateful Struggle

It seems to me that the active workers and leaders of
- the Zionist Movement would do well to devote their great
energies and powers to this work for the implementation of
their own resolutions. Then, perhaps, there might be more
moral force in their advice and their analyses of Israel's
position, policies and actions, and we would not be faced with
a statement, often ill-advised, made almost from the gang-
way of a plane as it were — W1thout a true understandlng of
the situation, as my friend the Cha1rman of the Zlonlst '
"Orgamzatlon of America did on recent occa.smn.

As you know, I have never been in favour of abstract de-
bate onthe meaning of Zionism and the Zionist Orgamzatlon'



right to exist. I have attached much greater importance
' to the implementation of its ideas. I would have been
wholeheartedly in favour of giving it pride of place in our
_relations with the Jewish people. But rights imply duties .
.as well. If there is a Charter between us — it obligates
- both parties to action. I believe the Government of Israel
has met and is continuing to meet its obligations to the
Movement — if not more, But there is no point in simply
drawing attention to the Charter. If it is not backed by
deeds, it loses all sense and purpose. The Government of
Israel must re-~examine from time to time its ties and
undertakings towards the Zionist Movement on the basis of
deeds — or the lack of them.

I am far from having any desire to provoke you. I

_ have spoken from a grieving heart, and if I have hurt you,
believe that these are the hurts of a friend. I have spoken
in the consciousness of the responsibility we must bear for
the fate of our people. The Jewish people today faces a
grave and fateful struggle for its very existence as a living
entity, as one people. We must mobilize all our forces to
preserve and strengthen it, so that it may be able to face
the revolutionary changes which are taking place in our
world. :

You are well aware that there is much criticism of
the Zionist Movement and its Organization. It is in your
power to refute that criticism, to demonstrate the vitality
of the Movement. It is in your power to show that it does
not intend to rest on the laurels of its glorious past, and
that it is capable of grappling with the Jew1sh people's
tasks of tomorrow.

May you summon up the courage, resourcefulness,
devotion and capacity for action required to achieve our
common aims, to increase immigration, to strengthen the
ties between the pasts of’ our people and to bear this mis-
sion with pride.

These things are within ourr power — and we must do
them., ‘ ‘ - ' .
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TASKS OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT
AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE

- Dr. Nachum Goldmann
(President of the World Zionist Organization)

We have gathered here this evening to open the annual
Session of the Zionist General Council, at a time which is
by no means an easy one in Jewish history. We are meeting
at a time of many dangers and many problems for the Jewish
people and for the State of Israel, and also for the Zionist
Organization. ‘ '

My task this evening is to review the more salient of
those problems.

- Among these problems there are some regarding which
there is a consensus in the Movement; there are others
about which there are differences, as is only natural seeing
that within the Zionist Movement there are organizations
with divergent points of view, policies and attitudes. Indeed
it would be unnatural to expect no disagreement on problems,
some of which are highly complex and even delicate.

- 1 shall express my own views. I do not accept the at-
titude that every member of the Zionist Movement may ex-
press his personal opinion, excepting the President of the
World Zionist Organization. I enjoy the same rights to say
the least as every individual member of the Movement.

Non- Jews Tend to Forget

I will deal first with the state of our people-today, the
external situation. The factor that to a cértain extent is new
in our lives, and shapes the state of affairs today, is that
more than twenty years after the conclusion of the Second
" World War there is a tendency among the non-Jews to forget
what happened in the course of the War and what its outcome
was. Itis a trend towards some sort of normalization, as if
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the War had never happened, certainly not what happened
to the Jews. This process of normalization commenced
the moment the Western Powers began to realize that
Federal Germany could be a bastion in the war on Com-~
munism, and when the Eastern Powers began to appreciate
that East Germany could serve as g bastion in their war on
Western cap1tahsm.

At that moment-they began to 11qu1date not for us
but for themselves-— the results of the European Holocaust
and of German war crimes. There were. times, in the
early post-war years, when people, recalling the crimes
of the Nazis, were ashamed to be anti- Sem_ltes. They were
very careful about not being suspected of the Nazi philoso-
phy, the despicable deeds of the Nazis. Today,-twenty
years after the War they are beginning not to be ashamed.
There is practically no country in the world, in which Jews
are today resident, where anti-Semitic movements are not

“beginning to re-appear, with anti=Semitic. slogans, People

‘now.boast of being pro—-Naz1s and even in-the land of the:
French Revolution, in France itself, only a short while
‘ago a poll was conducted and many of the participants
stated frankly that they entertained anti-Semitic feeling's.'

I do not say that these manifestations constltute a.
‘danger to our people in the Dlaspora but as symptoms they
are very ominous, and indicate what m1ght come to pass if
the present more or less buoyant economic situation in the
Western world should not continue. And there will come
times of economic crisis, social crisis, for example in a
continent like South America with its grave unsolved social
problems. Rapidly these symptoms can develop and con-
stitute a real danger to Jewish survival, to 1mportant
Jewish communities, -

The most dangerous and the most dramatic manifes-
tation of what I have called the normalization of the world
- twenty years after the Second World War, is, of course,
Germany itself.  The unexpected triumph at the polls of a
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party which, while not officially in its programme, is anti-
Semitic, but is so in all its style —and I have always held
that the style adopted by a party is much more important
than its theoretical programme — in its manner of speaking,
its approach to problems, is very similar to the Nazi move-
ment, in its early years. This movement does not consti-
tute a problem at the present moment for it received no
more than eight per cent of votes.

QOur Sensitivity to Developments in Germany

- I have said that we must not exaggerate the danger,
but I have also said many times to the Germans that if there
is one people in the world entitled to be more sensitive than
others to what comes to pass in Germany, it is the Jewish
people. '

I'do not regard this movement as constituting a serious
danger to the Jewish people. There is no Jewish problem

in Germany. There are thirty thousand Jews there who have
returned of their own free will, and this number does not
constitute a problem even under the worst of conditions. It
would be easy enough for a community of this size to depart
from Germany. There is no comparison whatsoever with the
Nazi movement, there is no danger of Germany, be it natio-
nalistic and anti-Semitic, conquering Europe and destroying
the Jews, at a time when the Russians are ready in immense
force on the Oder-Neisse border and Germany has no atomic
weapons (and I certainly hope that they will never have any').

__The appearance of the National Democratic Party is
a far greater threat for the free world and for Euro-

pean democracy. It is an extreme nationalistic movement.
And seeing that Germany has tremendous organizational -
ability, and geopolitically it lies between the East and the
West, it has far greater importance than it would otherwise
have.  So the democracies of the world have every reason
to view this new nationalism in Germany with grave concern,
Germany has always been anti-Semitic, and I fear that it
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will always be anti-Semitic, but the threat is far greater
today to the non-Jewish world than it is to the Jewish.
Which does not mean to say that we should not be vigilant,
for Germany can develop into a centre for anti-Semitic or-
ganizations throughout the world, irrespective of the num-
ber of Jews there are in Germany itself. For this reason
alone we must be on the alert and regard with suspicion—
not with hysteria - any such manifestations, espemally in
Germany. - -

Our Relatlons with the German People ‘

But permit me not to confine myself solely to the
current situation in Germany, which is not yet dangerous.
It has a Government among whose: members are friends of
Israel and of the Jewish people. I would hke to dilate a

“little on the question of relations between the Jew1sh people
and the German people.

The Jews have three alternatives in their‘ re'la’tions
with the German people after the European Holocaust. -
Theoretically at least there was the alternative of revenge
- and destruction of the Germans. That was not feasible,
neither morally nor realistically. There was another, of
not taking the existence of the German people into account,
not to recognize its existence, to refrain from all contact.
I have the greatest respect for those who smcerely feel
this way. When I had the courage, fifteen years ago, to
advise the Jewish people and the State of Israel to enter in-
to negotiations with Federal Germany, if they wanted re-
stitution and compensation etc., there was strong opposi-
tion among the Jews, I am not convinced that if a poll had
been taken at the time, that the majority would not have
stated their opposition. At that time I said—and I repeated
this statement several times later - that I respected those
who felt that way, and I would have been ashamed to be a
Jew if the entire people had accepted my counsel regarding
negotiations with Germany. This reaction of not wishing
to recognize an enemy who had done us what the Nazis did
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- to us is classic in Jewish history. And within the historic
context what might be called within a more intimate Jewish
domestic circle ""being cross', to regard the adversary as
non~-existent, was one of the stratagems of the Jewish people,
a stratagem of genius, which enabled it to survive in the
Golah, with its discrimination, repression, humiliation.
Whoever treated us in this fashion ceased to be a human being,
he was a barbarian, a beast, who could do us harm, who
could even kill us, but could not be an enemy in ordinary
terms. As I have said it was a stratagem of genius which
enabled us to live through two thousand years in the Golah,
something that no other people could and did do.

But what the Jews could do then is not good for the
Jews today. We have left the ghettoes, we have become
masters — or wish to become masters -~ of our own destiny.
We have established a State, the loftiest expression in his-
tory of national sovereignty.Butitis not only the State. The
Jews of the Diaspora have learned, through the Zionist Move-
ment, and through other movements, through the World
Jewish Congress and other organizations, to try to govern
their own destinies, not to accept their fate submissively,
not to accept what their enemies do to them, and to try and
follow an independent policy. A people in these circum-
stances cannot use the methods of the ghetto. Germany
exists, it is a great power, it is growing stronger, econo-
mically it is the strongest power in Europe. Tomorrow it
“may be so politically, especially now that it has been permit-
ted to create a. new army. This Germany can cause much
harm, both to Jewish people and the State of Israel. It can
be, as9d have already say, a centre of anti-Semitic Organiza-
tions. ' ‘ ' '

This Germany has and can become a source of all sorts
of interests and achievements for us. Fifteen years ago the
State through the Knesset convened all the major Jewish or-
ganizations, which resolved- not unanimously and I am

‘pleased that it was not unanimously — to recognize the exis-
‘tence of Federal Germany, and to come to this Germany with



22

all our demands — restitution and compensatmn, the restora-
tion of property, pormalization of relations with Israel, a
special status and special obligations towards the State of

‘ Israel after the European Holocaust.

I am convinced that we must continue this policy which
has accomplished much and which can accomplish still more.

There is another thing I wish to say. I will never sub-

scribe, I have never subscribed to a thesis which certain

of my colleagues find very convenient, that all this is per-
missible for the State but it is not permissible for the
Jewish people. If you wish to destroy that sympathy among
the Jewish people, about which the Prime Minister spoke

in his address, underlining that this was the very founda-
tion of the existence of the people, then permit the State to
establish relations with Germany, precisely on this delicate
question and demand that the Jewish people take up an en~
tirely different position.

The Problem of Russian Jewry

And now permit me to say something at this public
opemng of our Session. I wish to make a number of re-
marks about a matter that is far more important. Itis a
problem affecting three million Jews, at least according to
the census. I have heard from important Russian diplomats
that the number exceeds three million. This is the second
largest Jewish community, coming after that of the United

‘States, and I need not tell you— many of you, after all belong
to this Jewry, as I do too—what was the qualitative value of

' this Jewry in the nineteenth and the twentieth centuries,

down to the Russian Revolution.

This problem is not a Communist problem, it is a
Russian problem, which is why we may permit ourselves to
be hopeful. Itis not true that a Jewish community cannot
exist under a Communist regime. Commumtles exist in
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, in Yugoslav1a
and Cuba. If they are small communities it is not the fault
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of the Communists but of the European Holocaust. Not only
do they enjoy Government assistance; even their Rabbis are
paid by the Government. In Rumania a shochet is not permit-
ted to leave without a certificate from the Rabbi that the
community is not in need of one. Castro asked for the des-
- patch of two shochetim, intimating that he was prepared to
pay the expenses involved. In Poland, proportionately-
speaking ,the Government spends far more on the Yiddish
Theatre which is half empty — there are few Jews who under-
stand Yiddish— than they do on the Polish Theatre. Every
child in a Yiddish School in Poland, I have been told, costs
the Government four or five times as much as other pupils.
In the non-Jewish schools there are thirty to fourty children
to a class in an ordinary school and only six to eight in a
Jewish school. There are no Jews and text~books are being
produced for this. sorry remnant of the Jewish people in
Poland. L SR

All this proves that here we do not have a matter of
Communist policy, not even Communist Russia. In the
early years we know that the Habimah Theatre was founded
there and there was a rich Yiddish culture. We cannot ask
them to change the regime for our benefit. We cannot expect
Castro to refrain from revolutionary measures, so that a
Jew1sh community remain.

~ The problem, accordmgly, isa Russmn problem It
may not even be desirable to examine why the situation
should be so in Russia, and not in other Communist coun~
tries in Eastern Europe. The problem is that this Jewish
community, practically speaking, is not permitted to re-
- main Jewish, not in the religious sense, not in the national
 sense, not in the cultural sense. The paradox is that in no
other country in'the world, other than Sov1et Russ1a are the
Jews recognized as a national mmorlty

Ten years ago we resolved that we would combat this
state of affairs. I was among the first to do so. I organized
the first conference to be held on the sub]ect which con-
vened in Paris. This'was a gathering attended mainly by
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non-Jewish intellectuals, coming from many countries.
Since then we have done important work, but we were
always concerned — that is to say I and my colleagues were
. concerned — not to become involved in the Cold War. As a
people the Jews have no defined stand in regard to Commu-
nism or capitalism, or for that matter in regard to any
other social regime. The individual Jew or even parties
can take up whatever attitude they wish, even a Jewish:
group can do so. But not the Jewish people.

The Russian leadership must understand that we are = .
not hostile to Soviet Russia. There is much to Russia's
credit. It was instrumental in saving hundreds of thousands
of Jews during the years of the European Holocaust, and if it
were not for the positive stand taken up by Russia in the
United Nations we should not have achieved the two thirds
majority we required for the establishment of the State of
Israel, '

On the other hand, however, we must make it clear to ..
the Russian leaders that even if they do not accede to our
demands, they must understand our motives which compel
us to take up this struggle. We cannot remain silent, when
we see a body of three million Jews disappearing, not, God
forbid, because of physical liquidation, persecution or po-
groms, or even because of starvation, but nevertheless
disappearing as an integral part of the Jewish people.

The Russian leaders are open to conviction. I believe
‘that they are. They are signs that they even understand that
it is in their own interest, under conditions of present-day
‘politics. Millions of Jews are being angered and upset. So
are millions of non-Jews. I believe that by this propaganda
we can influence and convince Soviet Russia. Certain achie-
vements have been registered, which should not be under-
rated. First of all we have succeeded in making this into an
international problem, which is not easy, for we are not
dealing with pogroms. It was easy enough fo convert Nazi
policy into an international problem. Jews were massacred,
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there was Auschwitz, and there was Treblinka. Today when
we come to states and to Governments and ask them to inter-
vene they say that it is an internal problem. Jews are not
being maltreated, Armenians are not being persecuted, there
are no pogroms. What we have now is a matter of political
policy. One of the leading Western diplomats said to me:

"] understand your feelings, and in my heart I wish you every
success, but for my country to intervene because there are
no Jewish schools, no Jewish literature, no synagogues, in
a country that is officially atheistic — is something we cannot.
do.'"But we have succeeded in rousing public opinion, not
only among those who can easily be roused to curse Russia.
It is precisely the latter whose aid we do not need. We have
preferred progressive circles, leaders who are pro-Soviet,
whom Russia cannot brand as agents of the Cold War. We
"have enlisted even the assistance of important Communist
bodies in Europe and the United States. And I believe with
all due circumspection, that we have brought this to the no-
tice of the leaders of Soviet Russia. Today they know that
such a problem exists. And to the best of my knowledge the
problem is being studied. I do not know what the upshot will
be. There are a number of symptoms which do not change
the situation materially. There is a Jewish monthly which,
so I am told by the people who know, is becoming more and
‘more Jewish, not, of course, in the Israel sense, All this,
we must bear in mind, is being done in Soviet Russia. Books
are being published in Yiddish, previously prlmarﬂy the
works of writers who are already dead, Shalom Ale1chern
and Mendele, today even the works of living wrlters An an-
thology of Hebrew poeiry in Israel has been pubhshed, _not
only of writers of the Left. The attitude was very objective.
There are many other symptoms' but I do not wish to énlarge
on the subject. Recently Premier Kosygin made his well-
known statement in Paris. We do not know what the outcome
will be.. We must be patient. But the very fact that the
Russian Prime Minister made a statement to the effect that
in Russia they understand the problem of the unification of
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families and will not put obstacles in the way of such
unification, is something that has happened for the first
time. We must hope that this statement will lead to prac-
tical results. There is no other alternative but much pa-
tience. - R ‘ ‘ '

Israel has certain interests in respect of Soviet
Russia. I do not think that any less cautious policy would
produce better results. On the contrary it would only
_cause damage. We must be careful, responsible, patient.
Today I may say, more than I could two or three years -
“ago—1 cannot prove what I wish to say—1I have hopes that
slowly the situation will improve.

The Situation in Israel ’

About the situation in this country. Millions of Jews
are sharing the anxieties of the State., There is a complex
of security difficulties. You know what is happening.
There is tension on the borders, and there are economic
difficulties. But, believe me, the main problems are:
psychological. Generally speaking I do not believe in abso-
lute objective conditions. Everything depends on the reac-~
tion. There are people who are poor and happy and there
are millionaires who commit suicide. A single objective
fact tells you nothing at all. What is important is how one
reacts. And without entering upon any discussion of the
philosophy of Jewish history, we Jews have a special ap-
proach to facts. We continue to exist as a people because
we have never accepted facts as they are. Our existence
was faced upon a tradition of the past, upon the vision of
the future, and whatever happened in between was some
sort of transitory phase. The Jewish people never identi-
fied itself completely with any given situation, which is
what gave them the nerve and the stamina to hold out., And
you must excuse me if I say that there are sections of the
Jewish community in this country who can learn a lot from
the Jews who lived in the ghettoes, with all their squalor
and poverty. ‘ o ’
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There are newspapers in this country. When I read
some of them it is difficult to believe that this State brought
one and a half million Jews, and even more to this country.
That this State fought two wars and won both. That in its
nineteen years it has won the respect of the nations of the
world. All that, it seems, just does not exist, never hap-
pened. One of my friends, sitting here at this table, told me
that if you keep on reading certain newspapers, you became
convinced that there are only two alternatives for you — either
- to leave the country and settle elsewhere or to commit sui-

cide. All that there is is public scandal and trouble. Iam
very much in favour of criticism, I even like criticism, if it
is not ill-mannered, however impertinent it may at times be.
But all criticism, if it is to be legitimate, ethical, must be
endowed with a sense of proportion. Are all the big things
that have been done in this country not worth anything at all?
How many other examples have you of a State set up in the
course of nineteen years, which is no worse than many other-
small countries, which has brought immigrants to a number
four times its own population, which is regarded by most
nations of the world with admiration, respect, sympathy?

Is this all nothing ? Is this not on the credit side of the ba-
lance-sheet? Are there no other countries with their set-
backs and their defeats? Do you think that one can introduce
almost two million newcomers into a new country without
setbacks? This country was built up by people who knew
many things. They knew Gemarah and God knows what else,
but we never learned, in our Chadarim and our Yeshivot,
how to build up a State. Here we have set up a Jewish eco-
_nomy, created by a people, who always lived on the outskirts
of an economy developed by others. Here we had to create
an economy to employ thougands who came without a penny
in their pockets. Setbacks under such circumstances are
unavoidable. I am no economist, I am not familiar with the
Government's economic policy, I cannot say whether it is
the right one or not. ButI was convinced that a day must-
come when we must pay for all this rapid development. Can
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we continue with a national growth of a magmtude of 10-12
per cent every year for a long time ? What country has done
such a thing? There are much bigger countries today, with
economic slowdowns that are far more serious. England is
one of these, Germany is beginning. These are countries
with reserves. How can one compare Israel with them ?
The press there, too, is full of criticism, but do they fill
their columns daily with reports of new scandals, as if no-
thing else important was being done in the State? This situa-
tion is causing much concern in the Golah.The normal state
of dffairs is for Israel to constitute a source of inspiration and
encouragement for the Golah. I fear the day when the Golah
will have to encourage the State, when they will tell you not .
"~ to be alarmed because of the economic recession, which
willy soon pass. They will tell you to look at this phase in
its historic context. We agree that the situation is becoming
worse not better and I can understand how you feel. But all
those in responS1b1e posmons must view the s1tuat10n W1th
a sense of proportion.

Israel's Political Fra.gmentation Caus,e_s' Jewry Concern

I do not wish to blame the press for all this. Behind
the present situation is that bane of the State and the Zion-
ist Movement (I will deal with this tomorrow), which is the
terrible political fragmentation in the State of Israel. A
struggle between parties is normal, even good. God forbid
that we should have one dominant party. And certainly I
appreciate that in the political struggle means are used
which are not absolutely fair.  But there is a limit to every-
thing. The hostility between the parties, the lust for power,
the intolerance' Rivalry is a‘'good thing provided it is not
motivated by such terrible hatred, which once before des-
troyed a Jewish State. It can destroy countries far stronger
. far more flexible than the State of Israel. Lacking peace,
with tension on the borders, with economic difficulties,
with the need to integrate all these hundreds of thousands
of newcomers into the life of the country’ I speak in the
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name of the Jewry of the Golah. That is what is causing us
so much concern. The Jews abroad are far more optimistic
than the critics in this country. I have discussed this mat~
ter with many economists and Jewish financiers. Has
America notknowncrises, unemployment, poverty, suffering?
America is the richest country in the world. In the entire
history of mankind there has never been a country so weal-
thy. It is necessary for people here to learn to maintain
some degree of unity, despite the political competition which
is good and necessary. There must be limits to criticism,
to attacks, there must be an atmosphere in this country,
suitable for the great achievements we have registered.

Study the situation, do something about it, introduce the ne-
cessary improvements, In what era of history have there
been created what we have created here in the course of
nineteen years? There is suffering, there is trouble, but =
you can console yourselves with the fact that the people is
conscious of the greatness of these accomplishments, which
have few parallels in Jewish, or for that matter, in human,
history. '
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SECOND MEETING
Monday, dJanuary 9, 1967, | in the morning

Chairman: Mrs. SIEGFRIED KRAMARSKY

TASKS OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT
AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE

Conﬁnuation of the Address of Dr, Nachum Goldmann
(President of the World Zionist Organization)

I wish to say a few words about the external political
situation as I have got the feeling, on the basis of talks
with various people in the few weeks since I'came to this
country, that there is exaggerated concern about this as-
pect. ‘ o L o

I belong to those, who, as many of my friends and
opponents know, appreciate — perhaps more than others -
the importance of a normalization of Israel-Arab relations.
For many years I have insisted that this is the paramount
problem of Israel's foreign policy, even more important
than her relations with Washington or with Paris. Israel
must live here and I am convinced that time is on her side.
I have had long talks with Ben Gurion, who was on the
contrary opinion, that time was working for Israel for
which reason a more passive policy was advisable., Now
I have read a press report to the effect that Ben Gurion has
said that Arab strength would grow in ten years, and that
within ten years Israel's relations with the Arabs could
become a very grave problem., Which seems to indicate
that he, too, has changed his views,

I say all this, because notwithstanding the importance
I attach to the normalization of relations with the Arabs, 1
believe the present pessimistic mood is out of proportion.
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I do not belong to those, like Moshe Dayan, who feel that if
we were given an opportunity to be alone with the Arabs

there is a chance that we should be able to settle things.

Such an attitude is not realistic. There is no part of the
world in which the Great Powers are not involved, and the
Middle East is an important part of the world, Within the
geopolitical context the importance of the Arabs is growing,
and it is a delusion to believe that one day Amer1ca or the
West, or the East w111 say: We wash our- hands of the-whole
affair, let the Jews and the Arabs settle their differences
themselves, face to face. This entire approach I must
crave the pardon of my friend Dayan —is a little nalve. :
Normahzahon will take a long time. It willbé a long process.
because the problem basically, is psychologlcal Objective~
1y, ‘there is no reason why the Arabs should. regard the ex-
istence of Israel in such a tragic light. ' They are not short

of territory, they have all the deserts they want, they have

so much space that within a hundred years they will not have v
settled all of it, ¥ the question were regarded ratmnally then
peace could come in a very short time, But as I have said it
isa psychologmal problem ‘and psychological problems

take time, You can't handle psychology Wlth resolutlons and
statements.

But I have always felt that by the apphcatlon of pres-
sure by the Powers the Arabs could be made to understand
that there is not the slightest chance of their being able to
destroy Israel. And when I speak of the Great Powers I-am
referring specifically to the two Blocs. I have often said-~
and I have been attacked for saying so- that the road to peace
with the Arabs leads more through Moscow than through
Washington, Not because Moscow is Stronger than Washing-
ton but because Washington can exercise less pressure on the
‘ Arabs than Moscow.

_ And from prec1se1y this pomt of view, I am today rather
more hopeful than I was several years back. Why? Because
as I see the situation, both America and Russia are more
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interested than previously in a rapprochement. Some of you
may have read the memoirs of Adenauer and recall his.ac-
count of his talks with Khrustchevwhenhe visited Moscow
eight years back. Khrustchev then told him that there must
be a rapprochement with the West because one day Russia
and the West would have to present a common front to
China. That was elght years ago. And in the meantlme
Russo-Chinese relations have not become better, in view
of the new radicalism and obsess1ons at present in Chma.

It is common knowledge that this is what the Russians
want and also what the American Government wants. The
obstacle is Vietnam. But the present situation in Vietnham
will not continue for ever. Personally I am optimistic, but
my own assessment of the situation is not important, I
believe that the Russians are interested in ridding them-
selves of the Vietnam affair; certainly Johnson would like
to do so. Both are operating under pressure. One because
- of internal politics the other because of external politics.
The way out remains to be found, but when goodwill is pre-
sent, some solution can be found. It can last a year, per- -
haps another year, but the moment that the Vietnam prob-
lem is liquidated, I believe that an era of rapid understand-
ing and of mutual recognition between the Soviets and '
America will set in.

Then the time will come when we shall be able to talk .
seriously about both Blocs guaranteeing peace and stability
in the Near East, which is the first step towards getting the
Arabs to understand that Israel is a fait accompli.

Our world is a world of two-super-Powers. Within
twenty years I am afraid there will be a third — China. If
the two Powers were ready to ensure permanent peace in
the world, they could secure stability in the Near East,
Then the conditions would be created for the slow process
of regularization of relations with the Arabs. I stress this
because I feel that there are a lot of people in this country
who do not know how we are ever to get out of this situation.
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The territorists are active, the Syrians are shooting, Israel
is retaliating, and there are debates in the United Nations.
What will the end be ? As you know, on many matters in the
past I have been pessimistic about Israel's fore1gn pohcy,
today I am more optimistic, .

I have considered it my duty to say so, not in order to
comfort you, which is an easy and cheap'thing to do, but
because it is my conviction that the horizon in the next two
or three years, not after the Messiah comes, presages the
possibility of some sort of agreement between the Eastern
and the Western Bloes, which will affect the Near East, too.

And now the final problem with which I wish to deal —
the situation in the Zionist Movement. If there were people
in the Golah, particularly in the early years after the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel, when there was such great
enthusiasm and everybody thought that the problems could be
solved easily enough, and that what Israel could not handle
itself the Jews abroad would help in solving — the present
crisis has shown once again how necessary an orgamzatmn
like the Zionist Movement is. »

The debate whether we need a Zionist Organization is
‘superfluous. The present situation in Israel, indeed, indi-
cates that this country stands inneed of far greater support
from the Jew1sh people.

‘We have not even begun to concern ourselves, neither -
we nor the Jewish people generally, about the si-tuation’that ‘
must arise when mass immigration will no longer be possi-
ble, because the great reservoirs of immigration, those in
Morocco and the Yemen and elsewhere, which needed no
Zionist propaganda to set them in motion, have been emptied.
No reserves of immigration have remained, and the question
of the future of the State has come forward. Shall the status
quo be maintained with Israel's population growing only
‘through natural increase, while the neighbouring Arab states
have a natural increase two or even three times as high-
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I do not know the exact figures? While in regard to the
ratio between Jews and Arabs in Israel, the position must
' become more and more unfavourable for Israel, for the |
same reason, if there is no new wave of immigration.
Needless to say Israel stands in need of precisely the type
of immigrant the West can provide to maintain its standards,
without which Israel loses much of its meaning, both for the
Jews and for the non-Jewish world.

We have constantly proclaimed our desire to absorb
immigrants, and indeed this was a major plank of the
Zionist programme, but what we are faced with today isa
difficult problem. Programmatic demands alone will not
take us very far. Our task now is to launch a campaign
within the Jewish people. The Jewish people is obligated
to ensure the future and security of the State of Israel, not
" only by contributing money, or by political resolutions and
demonstrations, or even investments. They must give what
is the greatest pride of the nation. It is not impossible
though I am fully aware of the difficulties. I have lived for
many years in America, and I am familiar with the West
and the free world.

The great Zionist question is not whether Zionism is
necessary but whether the Zionist Movement can fulfil the
tasks devolving upon it. We are living in a period when
the greater part of the Jewish people is potentially Zionist.
But this is not expressed in the Zionist Organization. Never
before has the atmosphere within the Jewish people been
80 Zionistic potentially - with the possible exception of the
time when the State was established — and never before has
the Zionist Organization been so weak as it is today.

The test of our strength, of our position within the
context of the Jewish people, is whether we constitute a
central force in the communities, if we are organizing the
Jewish people, if no important decisions can be taken with-
out our cooperation. . That is the test of the Zionist Move-~
ment. ' ' '
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Let us admit the truth. There have been important ex-
ceptions. There was an important decision in English Jew-
ry, which could not be passed without the Zionists. The
same is true of South Africa and also of Australia, perhaps,
and another two or three countries. But generally speaking,
in American Jewry, in which to a great extent the history of
our generation is being resolved, are decisions taken through
* Zionism? Many Zionists play an important role, both on the
local and the national stage in American Jewish life, but it
is not because they are Zionists, but because they are im-
portant personalities in their own right.

It is for this reason that I am of the opinion that the
radical reconstruction of the Movement is absolutely neces-
‘sary. As long as Zionism is based primarily on political
~ parties it will not be able to carry out its functions. For
me this is a dogma insofar as there are dogmas at all in
potential life. The closer I look at Jewish life the more I
am convinced that this is the case. ‘Zionist parties have a
raison d'étre in Israel. "It is obvious that parliamentary.
democracy cannot operate without parties. (Too many parties
is entirely another problem. That is an internal problem of
Israel's political life.) In the Diaspora, however, eighty
per cent of the differences between the parties are artificial.,
Once a party is found necessary one must produce a pro- -
gramme. In American Zionist work, what is the difference
‘between Poalei Zion and Hadassah? All seek to enlist aid
for Israel and funds for Israel, and carry on political work
and encourage Aliyah, and foster work among the youth and
in the field of education. But what are the differences bet-
-ween them ? In the sphere of education there is a difference
between the Mizrachi and ourselves, In the State we have
solved this problem as we have in the Zionist Organization.
Here, too, we can find a solution. The difference of opinion
between Herut and other parties on the question of Germany —
what has that to do with Zionist politics in America?

The same applies to other countries. The artificial
differences are destroying the national federations, and what
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is worse, they are estranging a large number of Jews,
whom I estimate at one hundred thousand, from member~
ship in the Zionist Organization, and prevent them from
expressing their love for Israel, within a Zionist frame-
work. They will not enter the Zionist Organization via the
parties, and this obstacle must be removed — the parties
have already agreed to this, in the Committee, at any rate.
But as long as the other feel that the power, the leadership
of the Movement remains in the hands of the parties, they
will not enter the Zionist Organization. They have no need
of it. They have so many other avenues in which to express
their interest in Israel.

I wish to hope that it is still not too late, but it is just
before zero hour. If we prove incapable of undertaking our
historic task some other body will be found to do so, Iam
not talking about existing organizations. You need have no
fear that I am hinting that the World Jewish Congress will
say: '""We are ready to do the job!, " New organizational
forms will be found to help the State. And if the Prime
Minister declared yesterday that it is the obligation &f the
Government from time to time to review the Charter, the
hint was very broad. It was also absolutely justified. I
fought for the Charter, and it was not easy to secure it from
Ben Gurion. But if any believes that thereby we have won
a privileged position, the State of Israel would be irres~
ponsible if from time to time it did not ask itself: Does the
Zionist Organization carry out the functions imposed upon
it by the Charter as the privileged, recognized representa-
tive of the Jewish people in its cooperative effort with the
Government of Israel ?
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' DEBATE ON DR. GOLDMANN'S ADDRESS -

‘Ttzhak Korn
"(Union Poalei Zion— Hitachdut — Israel)

Last night and today we listened to major speeches —
from the Prime Minister and the President of the World
Zlomst Organization. For years we have not faced such a
clear and dramatic change of attitude on the part of the
Government of Israel, Last night the Premier, Mr, Levi
Eshkol, spoke to us as a friend, as a Zionist leader who had
grown up in the Zionist Movement, and his address was per-
haps more difficult than the addresses of those who voice
opposition and criticism. We witnessed a courageous ap-
proach, and we heard a stern warning. I heard a grave

charge against myself and I believe against other Members
" of the General Council, that we do not devote sufficient at-
tention to the matters confronting us. I wish we had the cour-
age to discuss basie problems, not to evade the truth.
Aliyah is not in the centre of Zionist life and we must not
rest-content with the situation as it is. A change is essential
and the reply is abundantly clear. The Zionist Movement,
even the expanded Movement about which Dr. Goldmann told
us, must make up its mind that within the Zionist Movement
we must have a movement of reahzatmn a movement of
A11yah '

Of course among the f1ve thousand 1mm1grants who
came from the free countries a high proportion were young
people. How much time, how much money, how much effort
do we, the veteran Zionists, devote to this problem which is
so vital and urgent? A reply must be given to Levi Eshkol
from this rostrum, and it must be a real and convincing
reply. Within the Zionist Movement we must create an
Aliyah movement, within which the Chalutz youth movements
and the "students must be the chief of our concerns. -

\ "~ One of the major concerns of the ZiOn_’istMovemen‘t
must be its attitude towards world Jewish problems. One of
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the major elements of the external policy of the Zionist
Movement must be how to exercise influence on diverse
manifestations in Jewish life, How can we isolate our-
selves and remain indifferent to what is happening among
the Jews elsewhere? v

Two nations are developing:-one in Israel and the other ..
in the Golah. It is not true that the Jewish organizations
are Zionist in spirit. The larger Jewish organizations
which have the deciding voice are favourable to Israel but
they do not possess any Zionist or Israel content. Such
content must be introduced. The masses of the Jewish
people are favourable to Israel, and the individual Jew
wishes to be sincere with himself and his conscience. Some
of this is expressed in the form of monetary contributions
or in various forms of aid, but there is no Israel or Zionist
orientation. The Zionist Organization must assume the task
of infusing Zionist content into Jewish life. It must contri-
bute to the construction of a Jewish unity, by infusing
Jewish values., '

Can we argue that the Jewish masses are Zionist

~ when we have the problem of the strong trend toward assimi-
lation to deal with, when there is no national Jewish élan?
Can we make Israel an integral part of the training of people
active in the larger Jewish organizations? Their education
‘must be such that in the centre Israel is placed. Let the
religious parties not be offended for they know how highly I
think of Jewish religious values and Jewish tradition, and
regard them as an important element for our continued na-
tional existence. But tell me, my religious friends, what
are you doing to ensure that religious schools are permeated
with a Zionist and an Israel spirit? The truth of the matter
is that together with religious education we must concern
ourselves with national values. There are some Jewish
schools which come within the influence of the larger Jewish
organizations. I have dilated on the matter of education in
order to underline that we are still far from the situation

in which all Jews are Zionists and all that we need is to open
our doors for them to recognize our programme,
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On the other hand how are we to prevent this process
of division into two peoples? It is important in regard to
the proposal at present under discussion to strengthen world
Jewish frameworks, such as the World Jewish Congress to-
gether with other major bodies, particularly in North
America, for Zionism can play an important role and intro-
" duce into these organizations Jewish content-and Jewish va~
lues. The Zionist Organization cannot remain neutral to-
‘wards world Jewish frameworks. It must occupy a central
position within them and constitute the motive power. This
calls for the Zionist Movement to assume a more belligerent
character with a clear plan of action. In itself it is not bad
‘that we may be a minority within the Jewish people, provided
we are an active minority conscious of our own aims.

‘ I do not accept Dr. Goldmann's thesis that the root of
all evil is the Zionist parties, and that by abolishing them

we shall achieve an ideal state, I am opposed to the monopoly

of the Zionist parties within the Zionist organization, and I

believe that we must reach some common language, as we

are 1nterested in new circles joining us, but it is a mistake

to believe that the solution can be found by thrustlng the par-

ties aside. '

We say, with justice, that Zionism swims;against the
currenf, Will such a Zionist Movement, without any parties,
have the inner force to realize its own programme? The
fact of the ideological differences between the diverse Zion-
ist groups provides the Movement with an aggressive Spirit.
This is an important element in Zionist vitality. There is a
difference between the Jew in the street who accepts the
" Zionist programme and a Zionist identified with a definite
policy. A member of the Poalei Zion in New York or London
identified with a certain way of life in Israel and in the up-
building of the country is closer to Israel and has closer ties
with Zionism. The Zionist Organization, in which the par-
ties w111 be thrust into a corner, will develop into a move-
ment of sympathlzers, weak and incapable of achieving its
goals.
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- Baruch Weinstein _
(World Confederation of General Zionists, Israel)

‘With all due respect I can only describe the speech
of the Premier as a pathetic appeal to the Zionist Organiza~
tion to intensify Aliyah from the affluent countries and to
strengthen the Aliyah consciousness, I heard nothing of the .
Government's policy capable of creating the c'ondition's for
such a hoped-for Aliyah., The content of that speech does
not constitute a subject for discussion. On the other hand
in both speeches of Dr. Goldmann a number of hypotheses
were formulated and three of these I wish to discuss.

Why is Zionism not popular? In what respect is it
not popular? From the point of view of its ideas, its me-
thods, or arithmetically? When did the Zionist Movement
~ include the masses? Only in the two historic phases. In
the time of the Balfour Declaration, when there were
"Balfour Zionists'' and when the State was establighed, when
the masses were caught up in a fervour and many of them
joined the Zionist Movement, without examining the nature
of the Zionist ideal, its significance and the duties it im-
plied. Essentially and ideologically the Zionist Movement
was always a vanguard movement, swimming against.the
current, fighting the opposition of all sorts of Jewish orga-
nizations, which did not share its wealth of ideas and ,
' ideals. So if we wish to understand the cause of the severe
crisis that has overtaken the Zionist Organization we must
seek it not in the numerical sphere but in the ideological
sphere. ‘ D ~ :

Today we were told by Dr. Goldmann that the major-
ity of the Jewish people are Zionist, Perhaps we should ask
the question: What is the nature, what is the content of
Zionism? The Jewish people is a free people and may

give vent to its feelings, to its emotions about Germany,
express its opinions and formulate its policies.
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And the third question: How is the Zionist Organization
to be expanded? Every Jewish organization recognizing the
Jerusalem Programme, even in its vague form, can join the
Zionist Organization. How are we to assess the strength of
this new organization? Will the prospective federations be
based upon democratic elections or on the division of spoils
and honours in the Zionist Organization? Dr. Goldmann
has stressed that all sorts-of psychological approaches exist
and such approaches have their special significances and
influences. Only a trial of strength between such approaches
-~ and programmes can determine the character of the Zionist

Organization. It may be that the defined Zionists will con~
stitute the majority, may be these organizations, which are
not so integral from the Zionist point of view will constitute
the majority. But without such a trial of strength what have
we to offer the younger generation? What is the bold new
thinking which will attract the young people intd our ranks?
This programme seems to me to be illusory. At the same
‘time I say: the weak Zionist Movement must be closely
knit in its ideas, political in its character. It must infiltrate
into all cells of Jewish life and no longer remain cut off
from the congregations. Zionists heading the congregations
and institutions as individuals must be guided by the Zionist
Organization, provided it has its own consistent policy and
method. It must put to the people and the younger genera-
tion maximal and extreme demands. We must have a
Zionist maximum though'it cannot be achieved forthwith.
But that Zionist maximum must be stimulating, the guiding
factor. It will attract the youth who are seeking something
umquely JeW1sh

Ezra Z. Shapiro
(World Confederation of General Zionists — USA)

We must continue to speak on the subject of Soviet
’JeW‘I"y upon every appropriate occasion, for two reasons:
1. We must never let Soviet Russia forget that World Jewry



42

is concerned about the problem. 2. Even more 1mportant-
__Iy, the Jewish community in the Soviet Umon should be
aware of the fact that Jews throughout the World and
Zionists espec1a11y, are concerned about the1r fate as Jews,
and will continue to Speak and do all they can about this
'problem '

On the matter of the securlty of Israel, I regret very
much that I feel 1mpe11ed to state I am ashamed of the be-
haviour in this country of the President of the Zionist Orga-

nization of America who stated in a published interview that
"Many American Jews concurred with the 'New York Times'
view that the Samua operation came to serve not military
‘but internal political aims', This statement was unwar-
. ranted, offensive and irresponsible and should be character-
ized as such. The heart of the American Jewish community
beats in unison on this life and death struggle with the hearts
of Israel's citizenry. American Jewry was most unhappy
with the attitude and action of the United Nations'in this mat-
ter. It is very unfortunate that any impression should have
been given which characterized the Jordan incident as a poli-
tical act involving the strife between the pol1t1ca1 parties in
Israel. . : :

I come now to the problems of the World Zionist Orga-
nization. A few years ago, the Zionist General Council
adopted the slogan of "panim lagolah'-— Our'faces to the
Diaspora. For a long time it was ''panim la'aretz' and cor-
rectly so. A few years ago, noting a certain sense of well-
being and great progress in Israel, we said we could afford
the luxury of turning to the Golah to deal with its problems.
In the Golah we had witnessed a tremendous deterioratien,
an unceasing process of assimilation and intermarriage.
Since then, things have changed considerably, and I have
the feeling that we must rapidly go into a new period of
"panim la'oomah'',which in no way negates the position of
""panim lagolah" or "'panim la'aretz', but is basically the
more accurate and comprehensive Zionist position. There
is indeed a greater realization prevalent now in this country
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of the need for building this bridge, these ties between this
community and the communities in the Golah.

Last night we heard from the Prime Minister some
pretty strong language, but by and large some fair and cor-
rect attitude. He emphasized the fact that he was the first
to recognize the glory of the World Zionist Movement in the
creation of the State of Israel. He said"Iwalkedamong you
in those days'', and indeed he did.. He had a right to chal-
lenge us and we have a duty to challenge ourselves, not to
live and survive only on the record of thexpast:

No Zionist Movement is worthy of its name that isn't
concerned with Aliyah. However, I think we would be dis-
honest if we deluded you and ourselves into thinking that in
the present day on the American scene we could make of
Aliyah the end all and be all of our Zionist operations. It is
unfortunate, but I think this is the true situation. I repeat,
to eliminate the concept and work of encouraging Aliyah
would be a tragic mistake and would be unworthy of an Amer-
ican: Zionist Movement. What then should be done? Atour
meetings of the Reorganization Commission Dr. Goldmann
offered a suggestion and I trust he will pardon me if I men-
tion it. He suggested that what can be the "plus", the Zion-
ist extra, on the American scene was the insistence on 'the
centrality of Israel' in Jewish life. I shall not define this
concept at this time except to emphasize that involved in
this concept is Aliyah, and yet it is another way of stating
it. ,

While I am on this subject I should add that when we
talk of Aliyah on the American scene, I think it will come
principally from the young. When we look at the Americans
who are in Israel today, we find that these are people who
came thirty, twenty and ten years ago, when they were
young people. It is much more difficult to transplant mid-
dle-aged and older people. Basically we should aspire to
have a "'young' Aliyah.



44

‘I hope that somehow we could succeed in bringing to
Israel annually, for Shnat Sherut ‘or even shorter periods
of study, not two thousand, but ten thousand young people,
because out of these, some will inevitably remain. It is
the best avenue of Ahyah that I know, I would also hope
that some day we could afford to brlng annually, a thousand
young Israelis to the Golah This we must do carefully, so
that we don't encounter the danger of "Yeridah". These
young Israelis should learn to know the young people of the
Golah, so that we can strengthen the ties between them.

Rabbi Tsemach Menachem Zambrowsky
‘ (Mi’zrachi‘-—-Hapoel Hamizrachi -~ Canada)

I record with deep regret the return to the discussion
on parties, which I had hoped had ended at the last General
Council. In 1952, addressing this assembly,we stated that
it was infinitely clear in our mind, that the crisis in Zion~
ism to the extent that it exists, will not be soIved by the re-
orgamzatlon of our structure. The problem is a much deeper
one, a much more s1gn1flcant one. Even as we warned .. '
against the premature assertions that Zionism has reached
fulfilment with the rebirth of the State of Israel, The prob-
lems are essentially spiritual and educational. Problems
that were forced upon us as a result of the Hitler Holocaust,
where we have not only lost six million Jews, but also the
reservoir of Jewish leadex_'ship, Jewish knowledge and the
sources of Jewish inspiration. But this debate has never—
theless continued. It was started by the first Prime Minis-
ter, Mr, David Ben-Gurion, and.-picked up by Zionist lead-
ership continuously. What were the results? We have lost
valuable years in fruitless, damaging debates, that brought
confusion among the Jewish masses. We have lost years,
that should have and could have yielded the greatest inspira-
tion for a revival of Zionism, such as we have never expe-
rienced before. Because in these years, we have witnessed
the greatest miracle, the greatest victory; the Zionist
ideal was vindicated. Never before had we had such a
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psychological opportunity to mobilize the Jewish masses to
our. cause, We missed the moment. Moments like these a
reborn people can ill afford to miss. Now what truths are
there in all these denunciations of the parties? I deny most
emphatically, that the groupings in the World Zionist Orga-
nization, who represent ideologies and philosophies may be
classified as merely parties, The mere re-establishment

of the State of Israel was never the aim and goal of historic
Zionism,. To us, Mizrachi, Zionism has always been re--:
garded as a spiritual offensive. It meant personal fulfilment,
- not only in the national sense, but in the total Jewish sense.

" It meant the full revival of the Jewish way of life. Its civili-
zation, its culture, social order and all its spiritual values.
In one sentence, it meant a revolutionary recreativity of
Jewish life and thought, action and commitment. The Jewish
State was meant to provide an atmosphere of peace and dignity.
The type of Jewish atmosphere, that could not be created
elsewhere. It meant becoming the tools in the hands of God
for the total salvation of His people. It was another confron-~
tation with historic tasks, and a challenge to measure up to
them,

There are still, to be sure, so-called Zionists, who
believe that the re-birth of the State of Israel, without a
commitment to true Jewish living, spells already Zionist
fulfilment. A Zionism without ideology and without a philo-
sophy will not fire the imagination of our young or old.
Historic Zionism has a covenant with the Jewish people. It
is part of the covenant that Israel has with God. Remove
that covenant and you have no Zionism. No Zionism and
there is no future for the State of Israel, These are the facts
of Jewish life and history. Historically speaking, there is
even a contradiction between secularism and Zionism. I not
Zionism an outgrowth of Judaism? Everyone admits that
‘the State of Israel must be made strong, in order to guaran-
tee the survival of the Jewish people on a global basis. We
..are all concerned and speak of Jewish survival. But may we
ask survival for what? Merely to become a nation like all
other nations ?
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- Many are they who ask—why is it that our particular
generation had the great z'chut of witnessing the restoration
of Jewish statehood? . Didn't we have generations that worked
as hard, hoped as much and prayed as hard, but it did not
come about? Why at this particular time? The answer is
not only because of what happened as a result of the Second
World War, and because of Hitler. It is much deeper. It
" is because the edifice of statehood which the nations have
reared has remained a miserable jumble in cultural history.
 The inner struggles between rich and poor, the wars between
nations, have resulted in rivers of blood. Mankind failed to
" devise a peaceful, let alone a happy, existence. Upon the
unfailing laws of nature, representing the Divine Creator,
rests securely the structure of humanity. Where the per-
fection of God's laws are ignored, lies the tragedy of the
world. This is the attestation of the covenant of Israel and
the Holy Land. It is enough to take one look at the world
scene as we find it today. Today, the 20th century, an age
that is so advanced, almost reaching a scientific utopia, and
at the same time on the brink of nuclear annihilation, full
of tensions. The air is filled with confusing voices shouting
their violent messages. Nations are unable to find any moral
certainties to which to render their loyalties and upon which
to build a posmve tranqull life., Mankind has failed because
they put their trust in science and technology only. Buta
science that is God-less, a science without. morals, a
science without ethics and justice, cannot bring salvation.
Shall we therefore not assume that the rebirth of our State
came at such a time, because this is part of the Divine Pur-
pose that the h1stor1c land and people have a mission to
perform 1n this per1od of confusion?

I do not believe for one moment that Israel's covenant
with God, was meant for the salvation of the Jewish people
alone. I do not believe that timeless message of our Torah
and Prophets and Sages was exclusively for the Jewish -
people. I believe that this covenant was that through Jewish
people, by following the covenant, would set an example to
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bring salvation to all mankind. Since a people cannot give
expression to its full creative spiritual powers without being
on its own soil, the State of Israel had to come into being in
this generation of international chaos. In such times of trib-
ulation, it is certainly not for Israel to follow the pattern of
modern society.

I do not belong to those who worship tradition for tra-
dition's sake, I worship it for the values it has. Therefore
if one form of organizational structure does not prove to be
the best, change it. But let us not deceive ourselves into
believing that organizational changes, will bring salvation.
Continue to attack ideologies and you will have no Zionism.
Why should Jews join a Zionist Movémért that is devoid of
the spirit that we speak of ? Why should not Bnai Brith and
the World Jewish Congress be enough for such Jews? Our
people will embrace Zionism only if it retains its historical
values. Its visions, its aims and its inspiration, the Zionism
that is imbedded in traditional Judaism.

' Dr. Shneur Levenberg
(Union Poale Zion-Hitachdut — Great Britain)

There is much talk about the crisis in the Zionist Move~
ment, but we do not render to ourselves a sober reckoning,
that one of the main reasons for this crisis is the fact that
today we have a different Jewish people, with which we are
not sufficiently familiar. Today we must confront new Jew-
ish realities. We must study this new Jewish people if we . ° ..
wish to comprehend the problems of Aliyah and immigration,
which are debated here today and will be debated tomorrow.
If we do it will help us to reach the right conclusions. We
must not talk in static terms, because the present day condi-
tions are very dynamic. : :

In Soviet Russia a titanic struggle is in progress bet-
ween two powerful forces — those of Stalinism, which are
harking back to the past, and the forces of Russian liberalism,
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inspired by the best traditions of the Russian intellectuals
and Russian literature. It is a mighty struggle 1ndeed and
I regard the present Russ1an regnne of Brezhnev-Kosygm
asa trans1t1ona1 stage. The question is which of these
'forces will emerge triumphant, The v1ctory of one or the
other will have the most far-reaching consequences for
Russian Jewry, and for 1nternat1ona1 relations generally

The statement on the reumon of fannhes made by

~ Kosygin in Paris, is, I am convmced,extremely important.
It would be a mlstake on our part to think that the statement
is worthless. A sensible pohcy would be to say: '""We wel-
come the statement. Now show us the way in which you
propose to 1mp1ement 1t.f‘ It makes no sense merely to be-
v11tt1e it.

Kosygin's declaration marks a victory for the liberal
forces in Russia. The question is only how long we must
wait for the practical implementation. A ‘statement can be
made, and a statement can also be retracted. The situation
in Russia is not static. It is dynamic. At all events I con-
sider it the duty of the Zionist Movement to make it clear to
the Jewish people that here we have a chance. Immigration
from Russia will not increase suddenly, but we must educate
Jews in Israel and in the world generally towards the pros-
pect of immigratioh from Russia and the responsibility it
involves. ‘

What we need today in Zionism is an historic perspec-
tive. This year is an historic year in the Zionist Movement,
I am surprised that this was not mentioned yesterday. This

_year marks seventy years of Political Zionism, from the
First Zionist Congress convened by Theodor Herzl: fifty
years from the Balfour Declaration and twenty since the
United Nations passed the momentous resolution to set up
a Jewish State in Palestine. And if you take the trouble to
read the proceedings of the Zionist Congresses, as I do
from time to time, you will find that Zionists constantly
complained about the crisis in Zionism, about the lack of
progress, about the stagnation that has overtaken the
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Movement. The truth of the matter is that more could have
been achieved in these years, but one should also not forget
what advances were made. Seventy years ago there were in
what is today the State of Israel no more than fifty thousand
Jews, old Jews, Chalukah Jews. And even twenty years ago
there were no more than 650, 000. Zionism has accomplished
something. These accomplishments are first and foremost

to the credit of the chalutzim and the builders of the Jewish
State, but they were supported and aided by the entire Move-
ment.

- T wish to underline the need for a little historic pers-
pective, for a little faith, a little confidence. I should like
to tell Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, that I do not entirely
agree with his criticism, that the Zionist Movement does not
come with empty hands to public opinion in Israel and in the
world generally. As a representative of British Zionism I
should like to say: .We may not have done much, we should
perhaps have done more, but our hands are not empty, not
in the fields of Aliyah, nor in that of the youth, nor in that
of Jewish education, nor in that of Zionist leadership of the
Jewish communities, nor even in the political sphere.

" The moral of what I have said is: we must learn more
from histoi'y, we must study the Jewish people, we must
have greater recourse to the source of Zionism.

: Salomon Friedrich
- (Herut~Hatzohar — France)

The present Session of the Zionist General Council has
convened at a very difficult time for the State, both political-
ly and economically, It will not, accordingly, be superflu-
ous if we solemny declare from this rostrum our complete
- solidarity with the State. The solidarity of the Jewish people
with the State of Israel can be expressed not only through
Aliyah,. the study of Hebrew of the contribution of money.

We could wish that these duties , too, were properly fulfil-
led. Figures for immigration into Israel are quite small,
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few people study Hebrew — even Zionists — and the money
contributed is not sufficient. There remains one instru-
ment which can serve to rouse the Jewish people, through
- which it can express its solidarity with the State of Israel:
an extensive political information campaign carried out by
the Zionist Organization. : -

The trouble, however, is that people do not want such
.3 campaign to be launched. Zionist leaders and workers
have been deprived of the content, the vision of Zionism,
and the leaders and workers, find themselves at the mercy
of a mass of contradictions. There are Zionist leaders
who issue political statements, exa‘ggerating',certain prob-
lems to such an extent that the situation becomes dangerous
for the State of Israel. At the same time these same lead—
ers say to us: You must not engage in politics,

Iam certamly not in agreement with a certam state~
ment issued by a leader of American Zionism. It was a
very dangerous statement to make. JustasI did not.agree
with the statement made in 1956 by another Zionist leader
who criticized the Sinai Campaign, I do not agree with the
recent statement made by the President of the World
Zionist Organization to the effect that ''the proclamation of
the State of Israel should have been delayed''. It was not
necessary under present-day conditions, in the difficult
situation in which Israel finds itself, to declare that the
State of Israel should not have been proclaimed when it
was. It was an unnecessary statement. I do not wish to
enter info the controversy about the denials: whether it
was merely a matter of delaying the proclamation of the
State for a fortnight orfor four months. The thought alone,
that a vacuum should have been permitted after the exit of -
the British,. is dangerous. The President also declared
that agreement should have been reached with the Arabs
beforehand. In other words in the nineteen years that
have passed we have not succeeded in coming to terms with
the Arabs, but in the short period of that vacuum we might
have done so. Even more: It implies that we needed the
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~ consent of the Arabs to proclaim the State. Such a statement
is both ridiculous and dangerous. It was superfluous and I
am happy that my friend Mr. Orfus. immediately replied in
Paris to the President: '"Thank God we did not listen to you
then! " ' '

"The Jews throughout the world live all the victories
and — Heaven forfend —all the defeats of the State of Israel
and of Israel's policies. They wish to be activé, and are
unconcerned about the casuistry of a handful of Zionist
leaders about dual loyalty. A Jew who is not loyal to the
State of Israel and does not live with all the problems of the
State, is not accepted as loyal by others. The nations of the
world understand that the Jews must share the joys and the
sorrows and the problems of the State of Israel. ‘And sincere
Jewish leaders throughout the world identify themselves with
the Israel Army and the Israel Government, even though
many times they are opposed to its policies. But insofar as
Israel's security is concerned and the operations of the
Israel armed forces we give our full s‘uppbrt and solidarity

" The Government of Israel has entered into d1plomatlc
relatmns with Germany. Parhament took the necessary de-
cisions, We are a democratic people and the majority de-
cides. But that does not mean to say that leaders of a people
must give vent to further declaratlons and make positive
gestures towards Germany Israel and the, Jewish people
must not serve as the instrument for convincing the world
that today there is a different Germany.

A dialogue between Jews and Germans was not neces-
sary today. The Jewish people did not vote whether any
-such dialogue should or should not be held. Nobody asked
the people. The fact remains that all parties in Israel were
opposed to the dialogue in Brussels and the Jewish commu-
nity in France was unanimous in its opposition to the dialogue.
The dialogue should not have been forced and we should not
have witnessed the applause given to a German speakmg
~from a Jewish platform. :
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It was also unnecessary for a Jewish leader to be the
first to go to Kiesinger even before Ministers of other States -
had met him, When the entire world press underlined that
the present German Chancellor had been among the leading
Nazis the President of the World Zionist Organization hur-
ried to be the first to meet him. It was equally unneces-
sary to make declarations that the revival of Nazism in
Germany must not be exaggerated, We Jews, in that res-
pect, will never be guilty of exaggeration. Whatever we say
will be too little.

The statement made by Mr. Kosygin in Paris about the
reunion of families is highly positive. It was not something
routine and, believe me, not only through the pressure of
Communist Parties in the Western world. The Communist
parties in the West, which regard the Jews as poor rela-
tions, are themselves poor relations in Moscow, for the
leaders of the Soviet Communist Party in Moscow. They
have very little to say there. But it is very good that they
pass resolutions and are occupied with this problem of
Soviet Jewry. But other important statesmen throughout
the world should also take an interest in this problem.
Under current political conditions, you can believe me, if
France were to take up a stand on the matter, it would
prove far more important than the efforts of all other inter-
mediaries, Everything possible should be done to induce
the French Government to take an interest in the matter,
We shall do our best.

Jacob Hazan
(Mapam — Israel)

I have always been counted among those who regarded
the political activity of the Zionist Movement favourably.
I have always argued that the Zionist Movement must be a
political ally of the State of Israel and not merely its emis-
sary, to be mobilized whenever Israel is in trouble. But if
it said today that the main problem of the Zionist Movement,
the panacea which will solve all its ills, is political activity,
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I must declare with sorrow that this is mere escapism, a
flight from reality. Both the State of Israel and the Zionist
Movement are in the throes of a crisis. It is a common
crisis, for today one cannot draw a clear line of demarca-
tion between the State of Israel and the Zionist Movement.
One cannot solve the crisis in the State of Israel, without
solving the crisis in the Zionist Movement. And vice versa.

~ The reason for the crisis in the State is the cessation
of immigration. This cessation is not the fault of the Zion-
ist Movement. An era has come to an end. It was the era
of the 1ngather1ng of the exiles, of the concentration of Jews
“who wanted to come or had to come to Israel. It was the im-~
migration of Jews from lands of distress, of poverty and
persecution. . - :

~Within the Zionist Movement there have always been
two forces operative: The attractive force of Israel and the
repulsive force of the Golali, The mass 1mm1grat1on was
generated by both of these forces. When a Golah communi-
ty was repelled by the Golah but not attracted to Israel—1I
am referring to the Jewry of Algeria— ninety per cent of its
members remained in France. They did not come to Israel
though they left Algeria. This immigration of suffering and
persecuted Jews has come to its end. Now we are confronted
with a sated Golah, confldent of its own future, which likens
1tself to the Golah aforetlme in Babylon Wh1ch is even fos-
termg an 1deology that such is the destiny of the Jewish
people throughout the generations: the co-existence of a -
Jew1sh State in Israel and a far-flung dispersion, supportmg
the State. But the present trickle of Aliyah must be built =
up on one basis —the attractive force of the State- of Israel.
We Z1omsts who see the future of the Golah in gloomy
terms, do not w1sh that gloomy prospect to be realized. We
wish the Jews of the world to live under the best conditions,
secure, though we do not believe that this will be the case.
We, do not build on catastrophes. We must be prepared to
meet them.
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- And precisely in this period the State of Israel is
losing much of its attractive force. This is the result .
first of all of the crisis which it is experiencing and its so-
cial image which has suffered. How can one go out to the
Jews of the Diaspora today and say to them: Come to
Israel' How can one call upon a Jewish doctor, a Jewish
professional man, to come to Israel—at a time when mem-
bers of these professions are losing their positions? In
this respect I do not think that Dr. Goldmann fully appre-
ciates the effect of unemployment in the State of Israel, for
the Jewish people. What we have is not a crisis like every-
where else. It cannot be compared to the crisis in America.
America experienced a crisis in 1929 which shocked the
entire world. But America exists. The Americans had
nowhere to go. They were forced to restore their economy
and they had the ability to do so. Other countries, too,
which undergo crises overcome them, sometimes by revo-
lutionary measures and at the cost of much suffering. For
us employment has a special significance: Israel has ceased
to be a country absorbing newcomers; it is losing its na-
tional constructive force. It is something that underrmnes
its national mission. :

The campalgn agamst unemployment in Israel is a
Zionist campaign, and not only a class struggle. The main
reason for the crisis is the stoppage of the influx of immi-
grants. Israel is not capable of absorption, but the immi-
gration that fails to come intensifies the crisis. We must
take the bull by the horns. Simultaneously we come to
grips with the crisis in Israel and the renewal of the flow
of immigration. We must prepare in the Golah, we must
prepare for absorption here. This is something that cannot
be evaded. The lever for the renewal of immigration 11es
primarily in the intensification of chalutz Aliyah.

We are told that Jewish youth in the sated and com-
placent communities is also sated and complacent. I deny
it. I deny it, first of all in respect of our friends, the Jews
of the United States. The Jewish youth in the United America
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is of eéxcellent quality. But you parents veteran Z1omsts
do not permit these young people to be consistently excellent
There is a sad poem by Itzik Manger about "A child who
Wants to fly" . A Jewish child wants.to be like a bird, but his
lovmg mother says It is cold outs1de take a thick coat,
There is mud outside, put on your boots. The child »do,es
as he is bid but is no longer capable of flying. He remains
below, down on the ground. That is what you are doing with
Jewish youth. You are concerned about the future of your
sons and daughters, and on the other hand you, Zionists, do
not allow them to express the storm of their young souls, to
realize their pioneering Zionist ideals. I have no complaint
to make about ordinary Jews. I have about the Zionists.
You do not do the first thing you should do in the interests of
your children and of the Jewish people for its future in the
State of Israel.

The answer cannot be evaded. You cannot avoid the
conclusions. For if we wish the Jews of America and the
Jews of France to participate actively in the campaign
against the crisis and to prepare for a new era of immigra-
tion from the affluent countries, the only way to do so is to
encourage chalutz youth to come here, influenced by the
pioneering Zionist 1deals .

The Zionist parties may be bad but they are the only
bodies that still believe in something, that still carry on the
struggle. If they disintegrate what will follow? We must
endeavour - to rehabilitate the parties, we must renew their
political ideological content. But we must not try to abolish
them, to cast them out of the Zionist Movement. Does this
run counter to our desire that good Jews, who believe in
Zionism, should enter the Zionist Movement? Certainly
not! Does it contradict the possibility of Jewish organiza-
tions reviewing the road they follow, should joinus? Cer-
tainly not! All this upon one condition. That some sort of
chairman should not come and say that he has a large mo-
vement behind him which he wants to attach to us. If it
really exists let it join us. And there is no conflict between
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this and the fact that the parties constitute the basis upon
wh1ch the Zionist Movement rests.

This debate, this unfortunate debate which continues
without end, causes only bitterness for the Zionist Move-
ment, distorts the path it follows, without adding anything
positive.



57

THIRD MEETING
Monday, January 9, 1967, in the afternoon

Chairman: JACQUES TORCZYNER

CONTINUATION OF THE DEBATE
ON DR. GOLDMANN'S ADDRESS"

Israel Avidor
. (Representative of the Ichud Habonim movement)

Chalutz immigration today accounts for some ten per
cent of the influx into Israel., This immigration has continued
without cessation to this day, coming not from countries in
which Jews are in distress, but from the affluent countries.
It is a selective immigration, the members of which know
what is waiting for them in Israel and are ready to integrate
themselves as well as they can. We are convinced,accord-
ingly, that our task has not come to an end; on the contrary,
we must intensify our work in the Golah, Our numbers, it
is true, are not large, but at the same time we can be proud
of the make-up of this section of the Aliyah coming to Israel.
We know that the members of our movements united the
Zionist periphery, and those of them who do not come to
Israel will constitute the future leadership of Golah Jewry,
seeing they have received a deeper education, and accept
Love of Zion in a far more natural and tangible fashion,
When we speak of extending the periphery of practical Zion-
ist work, we must recall that for the Zionist youth movements
such concepts already exist in fact. The basis of our educa~
tional work is the study of Judaism, and it is a fact that even
those of our members who remain behind are more Jewish
than those about them.

The Zionist Movement is in a state of crisis, ideolo-
gical, organizational and financial crisis. You must not cut
off one of the most important branches of Zionist work — the
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youth movements. Without the youth movements I personal-
ly do not know what the function of the Movement is. If we
cut off these movements from Golah realities we shall se-
ver a source of both Zionist and Jewish inspiration. They
are the only bodies which from the very foundation of the
Zionist organization have implemented practically Zionist
doctrines. They came to this country and settled here,
They remain in the country. And they have served as the
example, not only for their own members, but for the
Zjionist federations, no 1ess .

:One remark about the shhchnn. ‘Unfortunately up to
the present day we have not invented any other instrument
for carrying on.educational work in the Golah other than
by sending shlichim from this country. We would be happy
indeed if the Zionist youth movements abroad could continue
to operate without the aid of the shlichim coming from
Israel. But the situation is different. :We need these shli-
chim and the better they are the more capable of tackling =
the problems of the Jews in the countries in which they -
have to work. Thus the importance of shlichut remains
undiminished and every effort - must be made to ensure that
it continue. : , ,

Members of the Zionist General Council have an ex-.
tremely important task in one field and that is in exerc1s1ng
1nf1uence in regard to the 1mportance of the work being
done in the Golah.’ This work can be 1ntens1f1ed prov1ded
the necessary funds are forthcommg One Department may
have to make concessions in favour of some other Depart-
ment to ensure that activities continue in due proportlon

Yehuda Tyberg
~ (Achdut Ha'avoda U.S.A.)

The statement published in the "New York Times" to
the effect that the retaliatory raid into Jordan was prompt-
ed by internal political tension in Israel and not by consi-
derations of national security is not subscribed to by the



59

Jews of the United States.” The operation itself had a pro-
found effect on American Jewry, giving rise to feelings of
disquiet, regarding the dangers to which the Jewish State is
still exposed.  Generally speaking the attitude of American
Jewry towards the State of Israel can be summed up as one
of love and concern for its welfare, and I am deeply convin-
ced, it also involves a readiness to extend aid whenever that
is necessary. ' 4

If any nation in the world has any right whatsoever to
exaggerate its national feelings and its national aspirations,
even, indeed, fo indulge in hysteria when the vital interests
of the Jewish people are concerned, it is the Jewish people,
and we do not have to apologize about this state of affairs.

On the contrary we have every right to expect others to under-
stand us and to take into account our unique situation after the
conclusion of the Second World War.

It is perfectly true that today we are confronted with a
crisis in Jewish life. There is the general crisis of moral
values, which has not excluded our own Jewish youth. By
the abolition of the Zionist parties as has been proposed such
a crisis cannot be solved. Dr. Goldmann is grievously in
error if he thinks that the moment the doors of the Zionist
Movement are thrown open, and individuals will be enabled
to join its ranks — without being affiliated to any party orga-
nization queues will form of those eager for membership in
the Zionist Organization. The non-Zionists,or the anti~
Zionists, do not want us. They would like to see our decline,
but they are not prepared to undertake any of the duties we
fulfil at present, because we have given the Jewish people
something that the anti-Zionists fought against, and which
the people welcomed in the final phase despite them. In the
course of the past two centuries, indeed since the beginning
of the emancipation of the Jews, since the decline of religious
influence in Jewish life, there was no single focus for Jewish
eyes and hearts until the establishment of the State of Israel,
which from the very first moment was cherished by the en-
tire Jewish people. For this the anti-Zionists cannot forgive
us.
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- The solution for the Zionist crisis must be. sought in.
more. mesm in a call to the Zionist Movement to take up
a sta,nd agamst the wave of assimilation that is threatemng
us,. by showing the youth a road to a renewed chalutziut.

" In'the final resort there is no questlon of the declme
of the Jew1sh people ‘Theére - is only a state of crisis. The
crisis is transient. In both the Golah and in the State, va-
lues have been replaced — the moral values which constituted
the very foundations of the reconstruction of Israel com-
munity. We can come torthe Jewish youth in the Golah and
persuade them to emigrate to Israel, to take part:in the -
development and consolidation of the Jewish commonwealth,
which is different from all other states in:the world, be- -

- cause of its pioneering social character; but we cannot
come to the youth and call for personal sacrifice ata time
when reports are publlshed of the emergence of hundreds
of new m1111ona1res in the State of Israel

It may seem to be old—-fashloned perhaps even melo-
dramatlc but the best remedy for the crisis in both Zionism
‘and the Jewish people is a return to the old values, which
led to the establishment of the State of Israel.

, S1r Barnett Janner : : L
(Confederatmn of General Z1on1sts - Great Br1ta1n)

We have come together today in order once agam to :
examine what is essential for us in the circumstances that
prevail to build up the image of the Z1omst Movement.
That's what, in fact, the position actually calls for. It
isn't that Zionism has failed; it isn't that the Jewish people
aren't Zionists — whether they know it or whether they don't.
It isn't that people don't realise on reflection.that the Zion-
ist Movement was instrumental in creating the State of
Israel which was acclaimed by practically every Jew through-
out the length and breadth of the world. Let us look at the
situation fairly and squarely. Zionism has succeeded, but
our public relations have been bad —and that's where we -
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have failed so far: we have failed in putting the whole of the
- position forward in such a way as to make it clear that we
have the goods to sell and they're excellent goods; but we are
- bad salesmen' And if I were to say that this doesn't apply
everywhere in the world I think I am entitled—and I hope you
will forgive me- to say that we haven't done toobadly in
Britain in this field. No Jewish aspirant in Britain for any
Jewish office will say, today, that he's an anti-Zionist.
He'll lean backwards in order to convince electors that he's
a Zionist and to try, if he wasn't one year ago, to hide the
fact that he hadn't been a Zionist throughout. In England,
the Zionist Movement has done a job which has evoked the
respect of the authorities for the Jewish people and for -
Zionists, It has done a job in which the Zionist leaders,
and those who have been active in the Zionist Movement, are
the leaders in collecting funds for Israel and rendering ser-
vices to the Jewish community in practically every branch
of life.
It may be of interest for you to know what happens in -
the work of Public Relations by the Zionist Federation in
our country. The general situation in the Middle East,
coupled with the specific problems of Israel, resulted in an
increased demand for speakers from amongst many organi- .
sations up and down the country: Jewish, non-Jewish, and
general As in previous years, most of the meetmgs ar-
ranged included the showing of Israel films and the Zlomst
Federation supplied films for over four hundred shows
during the year 1966. The Anglo-Israel Friendship Leagues
are flourishing in every part of the country: they visit .
Israel, there is no-party issue raised at all; they come as
individuals who belong to Friendship Leagues which we've
created without any party bias of any kind —'and the 1mage that
has been created in consequence of all this is an image that
Zionism is not a dirty word but & very clean one! AndI'm
hoping that this will be followed in other parts of the world.

~In conséqu‘e‘neé-éf»‘thié_, wef'havef»facedupf-‘to the political
issues that confront us at the present time by having the
community as a whole working in a way which we would want:
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on the German issue, on the Russ1an issue - ~In view of the ;
non-party or all-party approach on these two issues respect-
~ ively 180 Members of Parliamént have signed a motion on
the Order Paper of the House of Commons ‘against Russian
treatment of the Jews and that's the third in number on the
list of kover 220 motions. Ninety-four M.P.'s have already
signed a motion on the Order Paper against the recrudes-
cence of the German National Democratic Party asking -
Russia, France and England and the United States to make
approaches to Germany on the highest level, :

I hope that whatI've said will help us to realize that
Zionism is not what some people think it is, but, on the
contrary, that with good public relations we should be able
to have it accepted in its proper image which is that Jewish
people want Zionism, are Zionists and, if Zionism is pro-
perly presented to them, will continue to be Zionists,

:Najman Radzichovski:
(World Union of General Zionists - Argentine)

Zioni.sm must give the answer to the crises — political,
security.and economic — which have overtaken the State of
Israel, . Quite simply, I am convinced that if the influx of

“immigrants which came to an end in 1966, were continued
by a voluntary Aliyah - to foster which is the main task of
the Zionist Movement then the. cr1s1s would have been
solved : . :

What‘is the problem affecting the Aliyah that should
come here voluntarily? Such immigrants, there is no
doubt, would change the economic, the moral, the political
and the defence aspects of Israel. And in the current year
Zionism has given no answer, because in this year the im-
migration coming from the countries of distress has come
to an end. These influxes intoxicated us for we thought that
thereby we were fulfilling the great Zionist obligation of
Aliyah. This must be the central point of our deliberations
in the Zionist General Council.
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If we review the events of the eighteen years which
have elapsed since the formation of the State, not what has
come to pass in the State, but the developments outside
Israel, in the Golah, then we must appreciate that nothing
has changed, It is not true that the main problem of the
Golah is assimilation. The problem is both assimilation
and physical rescue.

I myself, coming from a Zionist continent, a Zionist
country, have the impression that there is not a Jewish
home in which there has not been intermarriage. It is un-
necessary accordingly tobelabour the meaning of assimila-
tion and integration in the countries in which Jews reside.
The reply to this can be furnished, can only be given by a
sincere and serious Zionist Movement, but not by a Move> _.
ment, constructed from the top downwards, as so many
members active in the committee on reorganization take it
so seriously., Zionism must obligate every Zionist in the
same way as religious faith obliges every religious Jew to
observe the mitzvot. Adulterated Zionism, suitable for the
present day, would be a crime against our history.

Woolf Perry
(Member of the Executive, Jerusalem)

1 find myself in a particularly ambivalent situation.
On the one hand I find that I can agree with and endorse and
support almost everything which our distinguished President
said last evening and indeed I was proud when my eighteen-
year .old soldier daughter, after the meeting, said to me,I
now understand what it is to be a Zionist:* A Zionist is some-
body who serves the Jewish people -even though it may be
unpopular, even though he may have to swim against the -
stream of Jewish complacency, ‘even though he may be per-
sonally disenchanted with the things that he does.

My ambivalence stems from the fact that in the same
measure that I found myself in agreement with our President
last evening, I find myself diametrically opposed to his
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concept as enunciated today, and for precisely the same
reasons. We are living in a time when, according to him .
and I think that he's right, it is relatively easy to associate
oneself with a type of vegetarian and emasculated Zionism,
To be pro-Israel, to want to be associated with Israel, to
invest in Israel, to give financial support to Israel, to go

on a tour.to Israel, these are not particularly difficult things
for any Jew_eighteen years after the proud Statehood which
we have witnessed. And therefore it is a relatively simple
panacea to suggest that because, at this time, the organized
Zionist Movement appears to be at its lowest ebb,the easiest
way to improve our situation is to give easy entry, free ad-
mission,supported association to each and every person who
makes a declaration ""that we're for Israel and prepared to
accept the Jerusalem Programme", I believe the whole
concept of a monolithic movement, an umbrella orgamzatmn
which, by taking the lowest common denominator, encom=
passes the largest number of organizations, is not the way
for the future of our movement. I recognize that the Jewish
world has not developed umformly inall the countries. I
recognize it to be a fact that our main and prime consider-
ation has to be the largest Jewish community in the world,
namely the United States. It may well be that in that great
Jewish community the organizational concept of a resusci-
tated Zionist Movement may be the only and final possibility
of salvation. But even if this is so, and there are voices,
and significant voices, who avow that even where it is not
so, it is certainly not so in the majority of the countries
outside of the United States. And I know of no reason which
makes it mandatory on any movement, and particularly on

a unique and revolutionary movement such as the Zionist
Movement, that we have to encompass organizationally the
problems of the whole world by one uniform organizational
framework. '

I will not speak about Britain because Sir Barnett
Janner has more than adequately done so. But I will refer
to the situation there in one sentence. The Zionist Move-
ment in Britain is not the largest movement. It does not
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encompass within its framework all the variety of Jewish

institutions and organizations. It exerts its influence there
because Zionists are dlrected to capture, in the best and
most benign interpretation of the word, the 81gn1flcant areas
of Jemsh life in that country. In the political, in the com=
munal, in the educatlonal in the sociological spheres,
Zionists qua Zlonlsts occupy crucial and decisive positions.
And for this reason, Zionism has some dynamic meamng in
Britain. Is there any reason for us to say that in every
country of the world the only salvation for our movement is
to take in organizationally people who, because their leaders,
perhaps not even they themselves, believe that it is a good
thmg to pay lip service to the Jerusalem Programme, that
1pso facto they have become the new Z10n1st Movement

: I,beheve ,that the time has come when we should do.
ourselves and the Jewish people a service by stop being our
own greatest detractors. There are enough 'ill~informed
critics of the Zionist Movement in the Jewish world without
our own leaders and we ourselves constantly denigrating the
largest, the most influential, and still the most meaningful
- ‘movement that exists in the Jewish world — with all the dif-
ficulties; with all the problems, with all the defiencies and
with all the weaknesses of which we are all very well aware

1 do not suggest that there is no room for a movement
a development a reorgamzatmn even in orgamzatmnal ;
terms if not in phllosophmal terms, in the Zionist Movement.
I do not contest the thesis that the Zionist Movement is on its
last legs and will die unless artificial palliatives or organiza-
tional gimmicks are applied. I do maintain that if, tomorrow,
the Zionist Movement were to go out of business, we would
need to recreate the Movement; even with the weaknesses
and the deficiencies and the limitations of our present one,
in order to meet the acute problems whmh face the Jewish
‘ people 1n the D1aspora '
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, Avraham Stern
(Delegation of the Youth Movements in Israel)

This is the first occasion upon which the Zionist
General Council has permitted the direct participation of
the youth in its deliberations, in keeping with a resolution
passed by the Zionist Congress. That resolution constituted
the recognition, by the Zionist Organization, of the impor-
tance of the work done by the youth and among the youth in
the Golah and in Israel. More than that: It expresses the
concern felt for the future and destiny of the Jewish people
and the Zionist idea, if, God forbid, the work of the Zionist
Organization become detached from the younger generation,
growing up in this country and in the Diaspora. A genera-

. tion has grown up ''which knew not Joseph" which does not
know the Torah, does not étppreciate the importance of
Jewish unity and is ignorant of the great principle of love

of Eretz Israel. Who, if not the generation which studied,
lived and absorbed these values can transmit them to a new
generation? These values must be inculcated from an early
age. It is the Zionist youth movements in Israel and the
Golah which have taken up themselves this onerous task.
The youth movements in this country, whose membership
exceeds two hundred thousand members in the old and the
new settlements are constantly labouring, endeavouring to
instil the principles of love of Israel, to train towards a
readiness to undertake national duties, to settle on the land
and to observe our ancestral traditions.

The Israel yo@th movements are contributing towards
the social and educational integration of immigrant youth.
The Jewish Agency cannot rest content with physical absorp-
tion, with a concern with enabling the newcomers to support
themselves. It must create a basis, a climate, for educa-
tional and social integration, and it is this that is being
done by the youth movements, which are active in the new
settlements and in the development towns as well. To carry
out these tasks we need the means and the tools. There is
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talk about an overall cut of fifteen per cent in the budgets of
all Departments of the Jewish Agency. In my modest opinion
a scale of priorities must be agreed upon. You must know
where and what to cut. We must decide what is more im-~
portant and what less. Any retrenchment in the allocation

to youth implies cutting off the branch upon which all of us
are sitting. We call upon the Zionist Movement at least to
refrain from reducing the allocatmn to the youth and even’

to try to increase it.

The youth movements in the Golah constitute a dyke
against the encroachments of assimilation. They prepare
the way for immigration and implementation of Zionist ideals.
~ The youth movements in this country constitute a guarantee
. for the acclimatization of immigrant youth in Israel.
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. FOURTH MEETING

Monday, January 9, 1967, in the afternoon
Chairman: ANSELM REISS

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ZIONIST EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

L.A Pincus
(Chairman of the Executive)

Permit me several remarks at the outset. I hope the
members of the Zionist General Council have read the re-
port on the Executive's activities since the last session,
so that I do not have to give you these details here. We
- have experienced a difficult year, but one in which we tried
to meet difficult challenges. In so doing we have had quite
a number of achievements, but there were also omissions
and, at times, disappointments. I shall try to touch upon
the problems resulting from both the achievements and the
omissions.

There is another point that I think right to stress at
the outset. The Zionist General Council is not divisible
between members who demand and an Executive that is
challenged. We are all in the same boat, we are all being
challenged and what I am going to say here, and it will in-
clude quite a considerable amount of demands, is directed
at all of us for we shall succeed only if we all join forces
to fulfil the tasks ahead of us.

The year that has passed was one of self-scrutiny for
us, of every efforts fo correct things, to adapt media and
methods of work, to search for new ways and to define our
activities and aims. I should stress at this juncture that
we did not look upon the organizational changes as an end
in themselves. Not for one moment did we believe that
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organizational changes could take the place of content and
, ,'programme .- But we thought it essential to adapt the orga-
nizational media to the conditions and needs of the Jewish
: people ‘to. the challenges of the Zionist Movement and to the
situation of the Jewish Agency.

We have set up in Israel and in the United States
Executive Committees for the purpose of bringing more
members to take a pract1ca1 share in certain fields of acti~
vity, ‘for the purpose of improving and 1ntroducmg greater
eff1c1ency in the work of the Executive, by removing matters
of pr1nc1ple from the exclusive scope of any particular depart- .
ment and by makmg a number of members responsible for
policy. I cannot say that all the committees are already
functioning to our full satisfaction. But it is no exaggeration
_ to say that considerable progress has been registered and
that some of the committes have entered upen their current
‘work. ‘I am particularly happy to note that the non-party
members who have been co-opted on the Executive in the
United States are taking part in the work: of the: Executlve
and ‘Committees at the New York branch.: :

We initiated the establishment of the Ben Aharon Com-
mittee for the examination of the situation, status and future
of the Settlement Department. The Committee did its work
with laudable thoroughness and efficiency and we are now in
the process of carrying out the Committee's decisions.

We decided to re-organize the structure of the Execu-
tive and to reduce the number of its departments to nine,
confident that the new structure would lead to greater effi-
ciency as well as a saving of expenditure. Underlying our
approach was the assumption that the immigration facingus
nowadays, the immigration we are looking forward to, is of
such a nature that the handling of the immigration itself and

the absorption of the immigrant are a single process. Our
assumption further was that there ought to be one body deal-
ing with the immigrant from his very first hesitant steps to
enquire about the possibilities of immigration up to his ac-
tual arrival and settlement.
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The Structure Committes of the Zionist Organization
have this year done a very thorough job. Only this week we
met for four days, all the sub-Committees, and reviewed
the work done in the current year. A special committee of
this General Council is to receive a report on the meetings
of the World Committee and on the work to be done by the
Committee in the coming year. I shall not go into detail.
and will say only this: The new structure, recommended
almost unanimously, enables non-party individuals, non-
party Zionist Organizations and general Jewish Organiza=-
tions that accept the '"Jerusalem Programme', to join the
Zjonist Organization and its institutions as of right and not
on tolerance. :

Last year we carried out a basic overhaul both with
regard to the number of our employees, our administrative
expenditures and our general fiscal policy. We have cut the
number of the Jewish Agency's personnel by many hundreds
and have considerably reduced our administrative expenses.
I wish to take this opportunity to express my esteem and
appreciation to the staff of the Jewish Agency in Israel and
abroad for the enormous work they have done and are con-
tinuing to do with faith and devotion. We have adopted nu-
merous measures of economy and efficiency and have placed
our fiscal policy on the basic premise that the Jewish
Agency's debts are not to be increased and that a beginning
ghould be made with liquidating these debts.

Settlement

I am surely absolved from the duty of telling the
members of the Zionist General Council what settlement
means to the Zionist work of upbuilding. I need not go
into detail about the immense contribution made by Settle-
ment to immigrant absorption. The values contained in
this work have been part and parcel of the Jewish Renais-
sance Movement from the very beginning of its days. We
have been privileged to see this enterprise which holds so
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many Jewish and human values, which stands for all that is
‘beautiful and exalted in the Renaissance Movement, this -
-enterprise which has become an inexhaustible source of in-
spiration for many nations near and far in Asia, Africa,
South America and so forth. However, you will certainly
agree with me that the Zionist Executive Settlement policy
and the extent of the department's activities cannot be deter-
mined by the glory of the past. It mustbe determined by the
needs of the present and the future. We have stated that 4
Public Committee must be set up, composed of public per-
sonalities familiar with the problems of Settlement and its
history. Let them meet, study the problems and let them
tell us then what should be handed over to the State of Israel
and what should still remain under the care of the Depart-
ment. Let them also tell us Wh1ch duties should be assigned
to the Department in future. I have already pa1d tribute to
the thorough and speedy work of the Ben Aharon Committee.
After we had approved the Comm1ttee s conclusions we re-
moved 116 settlements, Wthh had already reached a state
of consolidation and 1ndependence, from the d1rect care of
the Settlement Department and transferred them to the ,
routine care of the Ministry of Agriculture. We shall soon
be able to remove another 100 settlements from our direct
'care The Tra1n1ng Adm1mstrat10n has also been handed
.over to the Ministry of Agr1cu1ture ‘The Department re-
organized itself, reduced the number of its staff to a consi-
derable extent, introduced new methods of efficiency and
economy and re-shaped 1tself in accordance with the a1ms ~

‘ outlmed by the Ben Aharon Commlttee The Committee -
will deal w1th settlements which are st111 far from consoli-
dation. It will do all it can to make these settlements in-
dependent. The Settlement Department will bear the burden
of new settlement activity. There are large areas in
Galilee, in the Negev and in the Arava which it is impera-
tive to populate. It is vital to establish three new points

of settlements inhabited by both new immigrants and vete-
ran settlers. I call upon youall to travel to the Mountains
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of Galilee and observe the great work of settlement that is
in progress there. This is an undertaking that amounts to
re-fashioning nature, a vast project which we are carrying
out together with the Jewish National Fund. The importance
of the Jewish National Fund's work along Israel's borders
and in the Arava cannot be over-estimated. Go out and
visit the new villages that have sprung up in the Arava
~ There are already spots of scenic beauty in the midst of the
desert _that call to mind the biblical verse:.

"The Wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad
for them..." (I. XXXV, 1)

~ which for them is no a mere phrase.

Surveying the needs of the State and taking into account
our situation, I think I can state without any shadow of a
doubt that our settlement policy has been vindicated. The
demand for the settlement of Galilee and for the establish-
ment of further settlements in the Arava and Negev is deep~
ly rooted in Israel's reality and interwoven in the web of
the Zionist Movement's values. I can think of no other
time when we were more in need of fostering of Zionist
values than the present day. The Mountains of Galilee and
the expanses of the Negev are a challenge to Israel's youth
and to the pioneering youth throughout the Diaspora. This
is a challenge to which the Zionist Movement must find a
response. Settlement and its values must re-kindle the
flames of enthusiasm of the youth in Israel and abroad.
It seems to me that we have become too much used to the
routine of the matter and that we no longer sufficiently
sense the exaltation and the uniqueness of the settlement
enterprise.

Immigration and Absorption

I should now like to deal with a problem which, we
are all agreed, is the principal problem facing the State
of Israel and the Zionist Movement, namely immigration
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and absorption. It sometimes seems to me that we have
never rendered ourselves an account of what it means to
bring in one million, three hundred thousand immigrants,
“to integrate them and to make them strike root in the coun-
try. I am not guilty of exaggeration if I say that this means
one million three hundred thousand problems. We are often
being criticized for one or another detail; of course, every-
thing has to be done to correct mistakes. But we shall do
well to view the picture as a whole. For this purpose it
will suffice if, rather than talkingabout the million three
hundred thousand, I shall confine my discussion to the
quarter of a million that arrived in the recent years. The
process of absorption of these immigrants is not yet com-
pleted. A very great deal still remains to be done in all
areas to make their integration complete. I am now speak-
ing about matters that concern hundreds of thousands of
immigrants. There are some who live in homes that must
be repaired. These homes are located in the cities, in
development towns and in farming villages. There are many
who must be assisted in matters of education be it the ad-
vancing of the date for compulsory kindergarten attendance
be it, special schooling, admission to high schools, estab-
lishment of youth centres etc. There is a shortage of so-
cial services in the wide sense of the term. In the period
of retrenchment and unemployment now prevailing, all these
problems are converging upon one focal point; sometimes

I fear they are approaching boiling point with most severe
results. I have felt it was necessary to begin my review of
absorption by emphasizing these points in order to bring
home the vital need for expanding the work of the Appeal
and extendmg the operanons of the Keren Hayesod to make
you realise that this is your task. This is your duty in your
countries. You Zionists have an obligation to be in the
forefront of those who work for those aims; it is your duty
to set an example and not to leave the job to those who are
called "non-Zionists".
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- It is important that from this very rostrum the call .
should got out to the Jews of the world: The process of
absorption is not yet finished. You cannot and you must
not impose this burden only on the Israel tax-payer. This

‘is a joint responsibility which you are called upon to share.

Social Absorption

I have felt it necessary to tell you these things because
we must view matters as they really are. It is precisely
these difficulties which place social absorption at the

.centre of our absorption problems. I am often being asked
what social absorption means. No short and simple definis
tion is possible. But social absorption means endowing
the term integration of the exiles with meaning and content,
turning all the tribes of Israel that have gathered in this
land into one nation, raising the educational and cultural
level of backward groups. : The latter purpose includes :

~ many different fields of activity, beginning with youth
centres, youth clubs and adults clubs. I should like to
add here that today we have some classes of immigrants
for whose complete integration the club is an essential
instrument. Social absorption means arranging for good
theatre performances, first-rate music and good books in
immigrants' settlements. It means developing in immi-

grants' settlements literary circles, reading groups, dis-
cussion drama, art and other groups. This further means
strengthening the Immigrants' Associations so as to turn
them into instruments for absorption. The points I have
just enumerated are not just theory. We are doing a great
deal in all these fields, and last year we extended it very
much. But this is till not enough. It is not enough under
ordinary circumstances, still less so in our present se-
rious situation.
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* Youth Aliyah

In this context I should like to stress the importance
and the essential character of YouthAliyah, which at present
is doubly important from the points of view of economy,
education and society. Ten thousand youngsters are now
being looked after in Youth Aliyah institutions. They include
children who arrived only last year. I do not know if I can

~explain how important it is in these days for thousands of
families that we can free them of the care for one or two
children by admitting them to Youth Aliyah institutions.
Demand is great and our possibilities are limited.

Absorption in Depth

When I speak of extending our activities, I mean not
only expanding it (which is imperative and vital), I also
mean deepening it. We have to approach this problem with
heart and mind. The immigrant must be made to feel that
we have opened our hearts to him. We also have to do our
work more and more on a scientific basis, to extend re-
search and follow-up, to learn from the experience of others,
to induce ever wider circles of the population to share in
this work and to make absorption a general concern of the
community.I hope that thé Israel Zionist Council which we
hope to establish, will place this matter at the top of its
agenda. Certainly, this time it is our first duty to assure
a livelihood for the immigrants. But let us remember that
man does not live by bread alone. If we want to build a
uniform society, we have to devote a great deal of effort to
it. The full integration of a person, making him an equal
member of the community, the building of this community,
all these amount to much more than accommodation and
employment. I fear that unless we act with speed and on
the proper scale, we shall not only be faced with the danger
of creating a "Second Israel" but there are places where we
can already see the beginnings of a "Third Israel" sprouting
from the ground.I have the feeling that this realization is
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slowly penetrating into the consciousness of the public. A
few days ago I met with the Immigration Committee of the
Knesset and was able to see how this concern is now shared
by all not matter to which party they belong. I meet with
‘public organizations which are alive to the enormity of the
danger and are willing to 'share responsibility. It is ob-
vious that we cannot carry this burden alone, but it is im~
portant that the Zionist Movement in Israel and throughout
the Diaspora should make social absorption one of its cen-
tral tasks. This requires very much money. It also calls
for special man-power In securing these two I see Zionist
challenges. : S = '

It is interesting to nbte that while the problem of
social absorption and the fight to prevent a ""Second Israel"
and a "Third Israel" has found willing ears within non-
Zionist Kehillah circles,we have not succeeded in infecting
the Zlomst Movement w1th the realization of the danger.:
Nor have we succeeded in making the Z1on1st Movement.
conscious of the pracucal obligations arising from this
challenge from w1th1n : oy

 Immigration

There has been a great deal of talk lately about ''the
immigration that is not". - No one's pain is greater than ours.
But the pain and the need to find ways and means to increase
immigration must not make us forget than even now, in the
past year, while we are all talking about the lack of immi-~
grants, many thousands have arrived, in numbers that
were by no means 1ncon81derab1e And I have reason to
believe that the numbers will increase in the near future.
The immigrants who came in the past year are to a large
extent of a kind that needs special efforts for integration.
These are immigrants in whose absorption major amounts
of money must be invested in addition to not inconsiderable
human and social efforts. The extent of this immigration
was never in‘th‘e past nor is it now, dependent only on us.
Last year immigrants came of a category which we all most
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heartily would like to regard as harbingers of a great vision,
of a great dream., Here too, of course, the numbers do not
depend on us, but I am convinced that this depends not a .

- -little on us as well. There is talk of the reunion of families,
" but a great deal depends on what happens to these families
when they reach the hoped~for time of reunion. Certainly,
we all hope that Kosygin's announcement on the reunion of

. families will be honoured. But let us not pin too many
hopes on this announcement coming true. Let us do all we
can to give the 1mm1grants wherever they may come from
-a feeling of being at home, let us open our hearts to them
and let us do all we can to make their adjustment easier.

One more thing, it is pointless to talk today about
immigration from areas of distress. The immigrants who
are arriving now, irrespective of their origin, require in-
dividual treatment. In other words-—we are now dealing with
immigrants whose outstanding characteristic is individual

treatment. ’

‘Immigration from Western Countries

The real, central and principal problem facing the
Zionist Movement is the question of immigration from the
- Western countries. This is no longer a question of defining
who is a Zionist. This is much more than a Zionist duty.
The problem of this immigration has become a matter of
life and death for the Jewish State. It has become a ques-
 tion which must be positively solved to make the Zionist

. Movement meaningful. Yesterday you heard the Prime

Minister discussing the problems of the State of Israel
- Do.I have to repeat what he sald‘? ‘Can we not sense his ,
words ? How many are we here? Two and a quarter million
~ facedby tens of millions of people filled w1th hatredagainst us
and being by no means idle. Anyone who can count should
look at Israel's demographic situation, compare the birth-
rates here and in our neighbouring countries and see the
dangers we shall have to confront in a futare that is not too
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distant. So far from the point of view of the State of
Israel. But I also have to look at the question from the
pomt of V1eW of the Jewish people as a whole. Unless
we. see to it that an ever increasing stream of immigrants
“arrives from the affluent countries, from the great Jewish
“centres, unless we bu11d such a living bridge, we shall be
‘ exposed to the danger of an abyss opening between us and
' D1aspora “ At the bottom of the crisis that is now sweepmg
over. the Sta.te of Israel there is the fact that no such
’ large scale 1mm1grat10n is now coming in. At the bottom
of this cr1s1s there is the nagging fear deep in the Israeli's
" heart that Jews are ‘not prepared to come to the Jewish
State of their own free will, to build it, strengthen it, shape
and assure its existence. I do not know whether words can
“express the depth of feelmg in this matter. Nor do I know
.- whether words are adequate to imbue you, representatlves
of the Zionist Movement in the world, with the realization
-that immigration is vital for the continued ex1ste_nce of the
State of Israel. This is the test for the Zionist Movément'
With it it will rise to new and 1ofty hexghts of glory Without
it, God forbid;: it wiltfall’, .~ = . -

- New: Approach to Imm1g:rat1on and AbSorptmn

There is no doubt that th1s 1mm1grat10n requires a new
approach new methods of operation and new tools. Last
year we devoted much thought to these problems. In Sep-
tember we submitted to the Co-ordinating Committee a
detailed memorandum regarding the improvement of orga-
nizeti,onal methods for financial assistance. The memoran-
dum covered all the problems concerned such as exemption
from custom duties, licensing, housing conditions, educa-
tion, old-age grants, employment, insurance and even the
actual promotion of immigration. As I have already pointed
out, part of these matters are already being implemented.
We have decided to set up a single Department for Immi-
gration and Absorption and an Authority within the Execu-
tive for Immigration and Absorption. This was a step
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towards the establishment of a joint authority for Immigra-
tion and Absorption between us and the Government. I hope
that the sub-committee composed of the Minister of Labour
Yigal Allon and myself will be able in the next few weeks,

to present to the Co-ordinating Committee a detailed plan
for.the work of a joint Authority which will cover all prob-
lems of immigration and absorption with emphasis on the
promotion of immigration from western countries. It is our
purpose to make it easier for the immigrant,to save him the
run-around and to ensure that his absorption should be com-
plete from every point of view. :

Preliminary Arrangements for Immigration and Absorption

Last year we made a great deal of progress in all that
concerned preliminary arrangements for immigration. This
applied mainly to housing. Yet, with all the facilities in this
respect (and they are most impressive), I believe that event-
ually and in spite of all difficulties the solution to this prob-
lem will be the provision of a sufficient number of homes
for rent. We have expanded the various hostels and are in
the midst of further expansion. We have begun granting
assistance for the establishment of immigrant's clubs. And
again, permit me, Members of the Zionist General Council,
to invite you to the immigrants' club in Tel Aviv and to see
for yourselves how it is a beehive of activity and how great
is its contribution to social absorption. We have established
such a club in Jerusalem and we are planning to continue.
We have expanded co-operation with the Immigrants' Asso-
ciations. We have been meeting with them in Joint Commit-
tees and have been encouraging them to carry a larger share
of the practical problems of handling the immigrant, helping
him through the customs and giving him advice in the matter
of licences and other matters, including social absorption.-
We have helped thousands of immigrants to become econo-
mically integrated by giving them advice and loans and helping
them with other arrangements necessary for immigrants who
are 1ook1ng for independent economic integration.
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These steps which are aimed at avoiding duplication
and unnecessary calls on authorities require a unification
of thé services concerned in the Diaspora. By this I mean
the Department of Immigration, the Economic Department,
PATWA and COMOI. The entire procedure which includes
promoting ifmmigra‘tio’n “an'd aSsuring the‘iminigrant's 'in-‘
max1mum of 'efficiency. Certamly, every kind of immi-
grant needs a different approach, each individual has prob-
lems of his‘own, but I should like to hope that under the
new unified structure there will be a proper, speedy and
efficacious solution'for everything. Unfortunately, there
are some who are trying to blame the retrenchment for the
lack of immigration. It is clear that the retrenchment
‘creates many problems of employment, and the Government
of Israel is doing a great deal to overcome these problems.
Together with-us they had to find an answer to the problem
of 'immig'rant employment. - Perhaps we should at this time
pay more attention to the suitability of the 1mm1grants and
vocational make—up to the needs of the country. For, in
spite of the rétrenchment there are trades and there are
regions where more people are needed people with know-
ledge and skills. 'Moreover, a large immigration provides
to a major extent an answer to the retrenchment. We must
never say that there is no room for immigrants. Immigra-
tion from the West is a long and continuous process, and
it must not be stopped or interrupted because of difficulties
in Israel. ‘Furthermore, it is precisely Israel's difficulties
© that should serve as a new challenge in the matter of im-~

m1grat10n as well. :

: “The Que‘stion of Immigration Today

Material assistance and organizational arrangements
are very important things, but they will be pointless unless
there is an urge to immigration, unless there is a Zionist
spark that impels people to come here, to contribute their
share to the upbuilding of the State and to become part of
this great historic endeavour of creating a free Jewish
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society. If the Zionist Movement wants to justify its exis-
tence, it must begin to adopt immigration not as a subject
for discussion by some Committee or other, but as content
of life. The Zionist Movement must inspire the whole people
with enthusiasm. It must raise the banner of our national
one-ness and accept the duty which this situation imposes
upon the Jewish dispersion. Let every one of us consider
in the depth of his heart what he can do within his own orga~
nization, his neighbourhood, his home, for the purpose of
immigration. It is not easy. Sometimes it is difficult,
complex, it may even be unpopular, but it is imperative and
vital. This is the touchstone of the Zionist Movement. I
hope that the Zionist General Council will devote some of
its time and thought to this problem. But we shall sin against
ourselves if our debate touches only on orgamzatlonal ‘mat-
ters, on facilities or arrangements. This session has to
give thought to the question how to set alight the torch of
vision for immigration, how to convey to every Jew the -
simple coneern, the worry-in which the State of Israel lives.
I repeat what I said: Immigrationis a matter of life and
death for the Jewish State. The Zionist Movement must
~ spearhead the fight for inéreased immigration. But it is
my profound conviction that not only the Zionists, but every
Jew who recognizes Israel's shape as a determinant value
for his-own life as a Jew, is obhged to regard the questlon
of immigration as a principal concern, for it is the immi-
,grants that will shape the State and form its somety '

: ‘The. Z1on1st Movement ‘as a Movement has never en-
joyed a majority within the Jewish people. But because it
was aware of the way it had to go and because it brought with
'its vision a ‘solution to the Jewish problem it was able to
rally the Jew1sh masses, it marched at their head and it
managed to gather the entlre Jewish people in the flght for
the estabhshment of the State I am certain that if we de-
scribe things as they are, ,and if the Zionist Movement sucé-
ceeds in’ conveying these things with their simple and pene-
trating truth into every Jewish home in the Diaspora, it will
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re-kindle the flame of Zionist faith whose light will shine
within in its own camp and beyond it.

The Image of the State of Israel

I think that here I also have to devote a few words to
Israel and the people that dwell in Zion. The image of
Israel is a most influential factor in the promotion of im-
migration. Immigration from the West'is based on Israel
as a force of attraction and it depends on us, the inhabitants
of Israel, whether Israel shall indeed be such a force of
attraction. The country must live in a consciousness of
mission and an awareness of destiny. With all due respect
to the freedom of the press and the freedom of speech,
hallowed rights which I have no wish to infringe, we must
remember our situation and aspiration. Sometimes I get
the impression from newspapers and speeches that every-
thing is bad. This kind of reading material obscures the
light that shines forth from our work. Failures must be
criticised, but within the right proportions. Everyone
fosters the failure, gives it publicity, dances around it, as
if this was our whole life. Why don't we tell about our
enormous achievements, about the gigantic enterprise that
has been indertaken here and under what difficulties? We
are sinning against ourselves, against our children; create
a distorted picture in the minds of the Diaspora. This de-
termines to a large extent the Diaspora's attitude to Israel,
which in turn may become a decisive factor in our efforts
to increase immigration.

Let us for instance take emigration. Of course there
is emigration, but all the talk, the figures about emigrants,
are exaggerated. I am much more worried and depressed
by the atmosphere of emigration that has taken hold than I
am worried by the number of emigrants, although it worries
me as well. The talk about emigration, the fact that part
of the emigrants are native-born Israelis, that they were
brought up here and make no secret of their emigration—



83

- this worries me. The emigrant has many reasons. There
may be economic, family or social reasons but sometimes
when I listen to conversations between young people in the
country, at students' symposia, I feel that partly this is the

- price we are paying for our attitude to Zionism and the
Zionist - Movement, for putting Zionism between inverted
commas, and for our failure to give sufficient attention to
a thorough Zionist education. We should impart to the child
‘and to the youth the simple Zionist philosophy of our being
one people, of this country being the centre of the Jewish
people and that the people is responsible for its fate. I must
acknowledge that a change has taken place in this respect.
Perhaps the very fact that there is an Israeli structure com-
mittee, its discussions -and results, are part of this change.
But the change can be felt among young people, among of-
ficers of the Israel Defence Forces, among high school
students, -among teachers and educators; all of them ex-"
press consternation at the gap that has opened up; they are
all looking for a bridge to the Jewish people as a whole.

The coneern for the Zionism of the State of Israel must be
our: central concerns. : ‘ ‘ ~

Our Work in the D1aspora

I.wish to concentrate now on the other level upon which
our work proceeds, namely our work in the Diaspora. I am
not doing this as a separate chapter, as it were, something
different, but I am treating it as something closely connected
to the first part. Call it, if you will, the other side of the
‘coin. It is connected directly with what I have been discus-
sing up to now, that is to say 1mm1grat10n from the West.

In our approach to work in the Dlaspora we must take into
account the situation of the Jewish people, the processes at
work within it, the dangers facing it, and the duties devolving
upon us against the background of this situation.

The main problem of the Jewish people today is the fight
against assimilation. This is by no means a simple matter.
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The problem is how to devise ways and means in a situation
which has no parallel or precedent in Jewish history. In
most countries the Jews live in complete freedom. : They
are subject to no restrictions, political, economic, or
social. There is an egalitarian society, a society of plenty
with a highly conspicuous trend of the Jewish people becom-
ing a people of professionals. This is one situation. On
the other hand there is the State of Israel, an 1ndependent
 Jewish State, responsible, as it were, for the strengthening
of the Jewish people's national unity — both in a spiritual
sense and in many places and cases in a physical sense.
We are not alone in this fight against assimilation. Great
Jewish public forces are dealing with this and we have to act
with them and within them. This is a widespread fight, a
spirited effort to develop Jewish education. It involves in-
creased work among youth, great efforts among students
on the campuses, great informational and educational ef-
forts among intellectuals and so forth and so forth. The
common denominator of all these projects is that it gives
vitality and reality to the concept of one Jewish people,
This concept is meaningless unless it places Israel in the
centre. I have said that this fight has many facets, but
every one of them necessitates a special approach, differ-
ent instruments, other methods of information and organiza-
tion. Through the structure committees and by various
other means we are trying to shape ourselves in such a way
that we shall be able to equip ourselves with the right tools
for each sector of the front. This means strengthening the
Zionist Federations, and arranging properly unified opera-
tions of all departments within the Federation. This has
not always been successful. In France, for instance, I do
not think that we are out of trouble yet. I should like to
point with satisfaction to the success we have scored in
Canada where a single ZlOIllSt Federation has been set up
I hope this will be an active Federation which will become
the central force within Canadian Jewry. I appeal to all the
parties in all the countries: Do not fear that the strengthen-
ing of a unified Federation may adversely affect the parties.
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It is only within a strong Zionist atmosphere and a vigorous
and unified Zionist body that there is any hope for the par-
ties to increase their own strength. .

" Work Within the Kehillot

In recent years we have expanded the work in the
Kehillot. We can already point to several achievements in
this sphere of close co-operation with the Kehillot in matters
of education, youth, clubs, bringing seminars to Israel and
arranging seminars overseas. We are now perhaps on the
threshold of a great enterprise of close co-operation in mat-
ters of youth with the Fonds Social in France. Looking at
the seminars for workers of the Kehillot bureau, I must point
out another most pleasant fact, namely that more and more
young people are taking part in these seminars. We must
‘become a decisive foree in the work of the Kehillah with
more and more going to education even if at the expense of
other items such as hospitals etc. . More and more for youth
work, more and more for the deepening of Jewish culture
within the Jewish masses. This is the duty that binds all the
Zionist parties together-and it ought to be done jointly.
However, the funds for these purposes must on no account
be allowed to come from the funds earmarked for immigra-
tion and absorption. Money that was collected for immigra-
tion and the consolidation of integration must not be used .
for educational work. The one must not be done at the ex-
pense of another; this would be an easy way, but eventually
it would defeat itself. The fight for Jewish education must
be a Zionist fight in every.single Kehillah. In education there
has been a major advance in our work. ‘The work of our
Departments for Education has been praised in all countries
of the Diaspora and by all Jewish Organizations. We are
now in contact with over 600 schools in 30 countries. We
have become a centre.-for the compilation and distribution of
text books for schools. The lack of such a centre has been
most acutely felt. There is no Jewish body that is not willing
to co-operate with us in the field of education. We are
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increasing to a considerable extent the number of students
at two schools for the training of teachers, the Haim Green-
berg School and the Rabbi Gold School. Today already .
hundreds of teachers study there every year. The Memo-
rial Fund for Jewish Culture which, in fact, comprises

all Jewish organizations has decided to give considerable
assistance to the consolidation and extension of these
schools. Also; the World Council for Jewish Education

last year entered a regular working programme and it is
clear to all that the Council's work is unthinkable without
close contact with our Departments of Education. We could
do much more. The possibilities today are almost unli-
mited; we only need more means. This is not only a ques-
tion of money, it is also a question of creating an atmo-
sphere in the Kehillah conducive to raising the social status
of the teacher and maintaining an attitude of respect towards
the men who have been entrusted with the future of the
nation. We must also concern ourselves with the content
of Jewish education and raising its level. We are bound

to see to it that Jewish education is based on the historic
continuity of the Jewish people, that it should be anchored
in- Jewish values, that it should foster the idea of the purity
of the Jewish people and should recognize the centrality of
Israel as the mainstay of Jewish education.

The Education Crisis in the Diaspora

In my view the most serious crisis that is affecting
Jewish education is the teachers' crisis. There is an
enormous shortage of teachers. We are doing a great
deal both by sending teachers from here and training
teachers from the Diaspora. We are also assisting teach-
ers seminars in the Diaspora but all this still falls short
of solving the problem. Nor is it conceivable that the
State of Israel could solve the problem entirely by sending
teachers to the Diaspora. What is imperative if a fight to
raise the prestige of the teacher and his status within the
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Kehillah so as to attract young people to the teaching profes-
sion and to explaln to the younger generation that teaching
isa sacred service.The Kehillah should regard those who
engage in teachlng as performing sacred work. I wish to
make it clear that when I ask for '"'more means" I don't
mean only more funds from the Central Zionist budget, but
the. raising of more funds from local sources for these pur-
poses. This flght isa strmtly Zionist fight.

Last year we launched work on the campuses, among

- professors and intellectuals on a more methodical basis,
mainly in the United States, but not only there. We developed
a Research Department in the United States, whose work
serves the network of our contacts with professorsand
thinkers. The conversion of Midstream into a monthly
proved worthwhile. In the current year we have doubled the
number of its subscribers, and it is our duty to increase
this effort and to make Midstream a Zionist 1deologlcal
mouthp1ece for tens of thousands of Jews in the United States.
‘We have intensified information activities in the country,

" but did not confine ourselves to current affa1rs but also
touched on basic matters. The preparatory Work for the
publication of the Zionist Encyclopedia is in an advanced
stage, The Zionist Library in Jerusalem and Herzl Press
in New York have continued a publication of basic books. :
The Bialik Institute is approaching the final stages of two
‘great basic projects — the Biblical Encyclopedla and the
Educational Encyclopedia. There has also been progress

in the preparation of the Hebrew Bibliography. This whole
field of activity still calls for expansion and intensification.

- Youth Movements
I believe there is no need for me to explain the im-~

portance of youth work. This is an investment in the Jewish
future, the Zionist future, the future of the State of Israel.

.. When I discuss briefly our activities in this field I wish to

state thatnotwithstanding all the welcome efforts that are
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being made to strengthen and intensify co-operation with
general Jewish organizations, the centre and the basis
must be the encouragement and fostering of the pioneering
youth movements among which, I am glad to say, I noticed
last year signs of awakening and of an effort to take the
field. This is our reserve of pioneering immigration for
which we are longing so much and which we need so badly.
It is only regrettable that this wonderful work of the pione-
ering youth movements is not being done on a united basis.
I don't think that the party barriers to joint work are dictat-
ed by reality. On the contrary, reality shows that united
much more can be done. I am glad to see that the emis-
saries of the pioneering youth movements in the United
States have taken the initiative in this matter, and are
still searching, for a way towards joint work. I should
like to hope that this attempt of the emissaries should
meet with the greatest goodwill of the parties. The Youth
and Hechalutz Department quite rightly does not confine
itself to activities among the pioneering and Zionist youth
movements; it also tries, with success, to encompass all
the Jewish youth organizations. We are today in contact
with more than half a million members of youth organiza-
tions throughout the world. Only this year the American
Jewish Zionist Youth Council was established. It com-
prises 24 Jewish Youth Organizations in the United States
and Canada and numbers 300,000 members. Today, there
is hardly a single Jewish Youth Organization that does not
send its members to the Summer or Winter Institutes of
the Department or to the Overseas Instructors Institute.
Incidentally, the Institute for the Training of Teachers
from abroad will mark at the end of this month its 20th
Anniversary. In the course of these 20 years, the Institute
has trained 3,500 instructors for dozens of countries and
dozens of Jewish Youth Organizations. It is interesting

to note that 1,500 graduates of the Institute emigrated to
Israel after completing their years of activity as instructors
in the Diaspora. I should like to point to our work at the
community centres in the Diaspora both in the U.S. and in
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Europe. The attempt to send central emissaries from
here to the community centres proved to be a pronounced
success. If I may be allowed to quote what the people of
the community centres say about this work, here is an
extract: ‘ )

. The influence exerted by the Israel Youth Leaders on
the community centres where they served was very impres-
sive. - There is no doubt that they instilled their enthusiasm
into young and old, in every educational activity they under-
took. Their influence was so favourable that the organizers
of the programme decided to turn the 2-year experimental
programme into a permanent feature. There was another,
most successful experiment with many and varied implica-
tions. I refer to the "Oded" Movement which last week held
its conference in Jerusalem. The 240 students who immi-
grated under the auspices of the Movement and are now .
studying in Jerusalem and Haifa, are a valuable contribu-
tion to the integration of the exiles and to social integration.

We also began on an experimental basis the National
Service (Sherut La'am) project. But this is only a beginning.
There were two groups with about 250 participants. It is
worthy of note that of the first group which numbered 100
participants 24 decided to immigrate.

I think that what I have mentioned in the fields of or-
ganization, education, information, and youth and hechalutz
(and they are only a few examples chosen from these great,
still growing, developing and expanding operations), affords
us a picture of a wealth of great deeds. But here too I have
to emphasize, we could have done more, and more has to be
‘done, if only we had had sufficient means at our disposal.

‘The Centre for the Diaspora — Hamerkaz Latefutsot

Before passing on to discuss the problem of funds,
permit me to say a few words about the Centre for the
Diaspora, sponsored jointly by us and the Government of
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Israel. A large part of the activities I have mentioned were
carried out with the assmtance of and’ in full co-operation
with the Centre. The prmmple underlying the Centre is
the healthy 1dea that it is 1mperat1ve to let the Government
of Israel share in the concern for the continued existence
of the Jewish people and in the large amount of work in the
fields educating the younger generation and encouraging
immigration etc. It is a good idea, and in my view it was
imperative; that the Government should give its attention,
‘thought and energy to these matters. The Centre is only at
the beginning of its work. Much has been done but much is
still in a stage of experimentation. There are many things
which, if they are not done, there are no problems about:
them. There are also things which create problems when
they are being done; Of course, we have not yet found a
clear way for our work with the Centre, a way in which the
Centre could launch its work. The Executive is still discus-
sing the problem and I hope that we shall find the right way
to let the Government share in the concern, and in which
we can jointly work for the strengthening of the Zionist
Movement and the promotion of activities in the ‘Diaspora.
- We are now dealmg with estabhshmg the permanent insti-
tutions jointly with the Government. These institutions
will plan and determine the methods of operation.

‘Budget

I shall now pass on to the means for the implementa-
tion of the programme which I have tried to outline before
you. When discussing the budget for the coming fiscal year
I have to point out that this concerns something that is much
more than the drafting of an annual budget. If we sincerely
want to continue our operations, we have to lay in the coming
year a serious groundwork for a fiscal policy that is de-
signed to lead to the gradual recovery of the financial situa-
tion of the Jewish Agency and the Zionist Organization.
Such a policy should eventually place us on a sound financial
footing. Unless we have the daring to do this, we shall face
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a situation in which we have wonderful plans, a clear ideo-
logy, an exemplary organization, but no means to translate
any of these things into reality.

Throughout all these years we have been conducting a
justified policy according to which it was not the budget that
determined the number of immigrants but vice versa. We
rescue as long as rescue is possible without regard to the
budgetary difficulties. We brought a million three hundred
thousand Jews to the country. We dissclved entire Kehillot
and transferred them to Israel. We searched for ways and
means to rescue even though it meant going deep into debt.
We have indeed gone into debt but it was worthwhile. His-
tory would have condemned us had we acted differently.

But debts, Ladies and Gentlemen, have a strange habit:
they must be repaid and with interest too. The day of reck-
oning has come and we have to pay what is due. We are
asking ‘the Government to contribute next year even more
than hitherto to our Settlement budget.

~ We are now beginning an essential process which will
with effort and with the help of important factors lead to a
solution of the prdblem of our indebtedness. But a condition
for the success of this process —a failure would be terrible —
is to adhere to the principle that the debts must not be in-
creased. This is a principle which we must adopt as an
unalterable law. All the efforts we are making for the so-
lution of the problem of indebtedness will come to nought if
at the same time we increase our debts.

A11 this means that we have to adopt d1fflcu1t dec1smns
sometimes even cruel decisions. It means curtaihng activ-
ities. I should like to hope that we shall be able to continue
with the main body of our activities. At any rate we shall
make an effort to see that the cuts — inevitable though they
may be — should not affect the vital innards of our work.

We are making supreme efforts to economize, to increase
efficiency and reduce personnel so as to devote more money
to operations.
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I am submitting to the Zionist General Council a draft
budget for the fiscal year 1967/68 totalling 11..310,137, 000,
i.e. about 14 per cent less than in the current f1sca1 year.
The details of the budget and its breakdown w111 of course,
be discussed in the competent commlttee of the Zionist
General Councﬂ e :

1 sa1d at the beglnmng of my address that I don‘t re-
gard you, Members of the Zionist General. Counc1l as .
challengers and the Executive as the challenged We are
all being challenged. It is not enough to bemoan the situa-
tion. We should see how much can be done. We must also
see where the money should be taken from. /

The 'Zi‘onist Mo've'men't and‘ the Appeal

" It is up to you to 1ncrease the means at our d1sposa1
You Z1omsts ought to be the central force the actlve and
activating force of the Appeal In many countrles we do not
do that which is incumbent upon us. In many places the
Zionist Movement does not adequately perform its duty in-
the matter of Appeals. I could offer you numerous examples
of places where we could have changed the situation of the-
Appeals if key members of the Zionist Movement had taken
an active part in the Appeals. The Zionists in the commu-
nities ~as a Movement and as 1nd1V1duals must set shlmng
examples. -

One 1 more remark: there are many Members ‘who ask
that we should bear the flnan01a1 duties, whereas by every
token of fairness we could ask that these activities should
»e covered by those funds. I think that the Zionists in the
communities should fight for the principle that the Kehillah
contribute to the bringing of its own young people to the
country, to institutes, courses and training seminars.
Introducing the Kehillah to sharing this burden means not
only relieving our financial obligations — although this is
very important. It also amounts to a Zionist educational
activity. Such examples can be found in large numbers.

We are called upon to increase, expand, intensify and foster
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to fight for the principle that the communities Kehillot should
allocate more and more for Jewish education and culture, for
children, youth and adults. It is quite impossible for us to
bear the burden of this expense from here. I think this is
neither fair nor educational.

Such activities will fill Zionist work in the Kehillah
with content. ‘At the beginning this may run into difficulties,
it may be unpopular. But I am convinced that eventually it
will strengthen the status of Zionism, will give it added
prestige and, what is more, will fill Zionist work in the
Kehillah with content.

1 don't know whether I have enough strength to describe
to you our financial difficulties, or to tell you what means
we have to use to honour our financial commitments. The
credit situation in the world, the economic situation in the
country, and the enormous burden of debt, are placing us
in a unique position. You have no idea of what we are facing
day by day in the Treasury in our effort to finance our ac-
tivities. Five years ago we undertook to make an effort not
to increase our indebtedness. Welcome waves of mass~
immigration forced us to increase our debts nevertheless.
We have, without any exaggeration, reached the very limit.

If we want to see the light again— and we have every
chance to do so—we have to watch our steps so that what
we do should serve as a basis for the expansion of our work
in the future. We are facing a difficult period, a_year of
great effort. I think that we are beginning to get out of
trouble; I mean with regard to our financial situation. We
can manage it if we understand that this requires efforts
and sacrifices from us all.

I should like the entire Zionist General Council to know
and to feel that we are submitting a reduced budget, actuated
by our concern for the Zionist future. The Zionist future
will be assured if we adopt the method of economy and effi-
ciency, if we do not increase our debts, if we launch an
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effort to solve this depressing problem and if we all:join.
-forces to mcrease our work, to increase our means and to
introduce the Jewish Kehlllot into the great prOJects we
are carrymg out. ~

. The Prime M1mster said in his' speech last mght that
the "Covenant'' between us and the Government must pass
the test of action. It is not only the covenant that has to
pass the test of action but also the Zionist Movement as a
whole - its test today is the test of action. We do not . lack
" a programme. Our problem is not the absence of a pro-
gramme. The problem is whether we, who are sitting in
this hall have the strength to carry this burden, whether

we have the strength to carry out that which has been im-
- posed upon us. The tasks before us are vast and numerous.
The question is not whether there is today a need for a
Zionist Movement. The People and the State today need a
strong Zionist Movement .more than ever before. The
problem is whether we have the strength to face the chal-
~ lenges which our Jewish and Zionist fate has in store for
us. _ ; -

The Zionist Movement must be the bearer of the idea
of Israel's centrahty in the life of the Jewish people. Above
all it must be the standard bearer of mass~immigration.

It has to embrace all the classes of the people, all age
groups, and to become again an ideological force within

the Jewish people. If we will it, there are chances to turn
this vision into reality, for our sake, for the State of Israel
and for the entire Jemsh people.

Address by Yigal Allon
Minister for Labour

ISRAEL'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

When, just about a year ago, the present Government
headed by Mr. Levi Eshkol and resting upon a broad par-
liamentary basis, was formed, it was clear that in the first
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two years of the Sixth Knesset, we must expect, contrary to
our own wishes, an influx of immigration so small that it
would give rise to concern. But in addition to this main
concern, stemming from the decline in immigration and
also because we know that there are hundreds of thousands
of Jews who wish to come here but cannot — and I endeavour
to share the robust optimism of the President of the World
Zionist Organization — we know what this country can expect
if the roads to Zion prove lonesome. But the decline in

- immigration also has its economic projections. It was
clear that when the influx shrank there would be created a
surplus of new apartments and other structures generally,
far beyond the needs of the market, even though we would
not stop building because of the recession. We are aware
that reduced immigration would not only cause unemployment
among the building workers, but, also, because of the chain
reaction involved, in industries associated with construction
and even in other branches of the economy, in all fields of
our social and economic life. The Government was faced
with two difficult alternatives — one to recognize the facts

of the recession in Aliyah, forced upon us by external fac= .
tors, and as a result to reduce investment in construction,
making at the same time unremitting efforts to divert in~
vestment capital, manpower and energy to the further de-
velopment of industry, agriculture, tourism and the export
of know-how. We had to adopt this policy notwithstanding
the suffering that would be caused in the transitional period.
The other alternative was to ignore the decline in immigra-
tion, and to continue to invest in building, irrespective of
the demand for housing, to maintain an artificial economic
boom — and thereby to win considerable popularity.

The first alternative was a difficult one, and involved
the suffering that results from unemployment and tempora-
ry need. In'the end, however, it would consolidate the
national economy upon a more stable and a sounder basis.
The second alternative that was before us would have
enabled us to maintain excellent public relations within the
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Government — though it might have halted to some extent ,
the flow of Jewish humour, .if not that of sarcasm —and

we might have succeeded, with difficulty, in maintaining
the boom until after-the elections to the Seventh Knesset:
All it needed was an effort.on the part of the printing .. -
workers in Holland, who print our Israel pounds, to con~
tinue with a more affluent way of life, a crazy way of life,
but then after the next elections, even a recession would
not have been of any use. For the economy would have
collapsed. There is nothing we can do about the peculiar
character of the Jewish people, which gives us no rest even
in the State of Israel. In another country when there is a
recession, there is a crisis, suffering; it is overcome,
and-the people continue to live their lives. But here, with
us, because things are so integrated, economics with na-
tional sovereignty, and national sovereignty with indepen-
dence in security, we cannot permit, because of the public
relations of the Government and the Prime Minister, to
take the risk of a real economic crisis, and to jeopardize
our independence and our capacity to defend ourselves.
The recession which we have accepted is difficult, but it
is not an economic crisis: Its purpose is to prevent an
economic crisis. It is intended to take the bull by the horns,
to enable us to steer a new course.

It needed some realistic thinking, and permit me to
say, considerable civic courage, on the part of the Govern-
ment, of all parties in the Government, to resolve in the
midst of an economic boom, however unreal it was, to
embark upon a difficult policy, which called for sacrifice
on the part of the people. After all none of you suspect
that one bright day elghteen Cabinet Ministers, coming
from different parties, suddenly because of some whim,

- resolved to make things hard for the people. We went
through a difficult time, we had our doubts and hesitations,
there were bitter debates between us, but I do not believe
that many months must pass before even the doubters will
be forced to admit that this Government, headed by Levi
Eshkol, is to be commended for its courage and its sense
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of responsiblity. In a period of almost nineteen years no
step so drastic, so bold, so far-reaching, in Israel's intern-
al policy has been adopted as that adopted by the present
Government. There is a recession, but we hope only in
branches that cannot increase our exports. There is not
and will not be any recession in investments, or in economic
activities and enterprises which can increase our exports,
or replace' imports. We must pay for our imports in hard
currency, and hard currency is hard to get, even if we 1gnore
for the moment imported goods of secondary 1mportance
Suffice it to recall the main items of imports, Wthh we can-
not do without, in production, in consumption, in serv1ces
and in defence. I need only mention five: wheat, oil, raw
materials, means of production and materials for defence,
For all of these we must pay. And the reduction of our
international payments deficit will increase our capacity to
pay with the fruits of our own labours for these vital imports,
in addition to consolidating our pol1tlca1 and secur1ty inde-
pendence,’ which indeed are mutually connected Thanks to
the fact that over a per1od of a decade and a half we have
developed a strong economy in the ‘State of Israel and con-
sequently have a strong foundatlon to build on~ which of
course has its weak spots — and from which we can advance
in the years ahead. Quantltatwely, the ex1st1ng economy
can absorb all the unemployed But unfortunately, vnelther
1ndustry nor tourlsm are operatmg at their full capacity,

for they have not found the markets and the customers for
the goods and services they can produce There have not
been enough tourists to f111 all the hotels that have been

built and 80 a substant1a1 portlon of our 1nvestment cap1tal
our means of productmn the serv1ces we can prov1de are:
not utilized. The market is very cruel.. It is the consumer
who is king, it is he who decides what goods to choose, and
his choice is dec1ded by his taste and budget, the quahty of
the goods he buys and manner in which they are packed.

We have learnt somethmg that in fact we were aware of for
many years but Whlch as long as there was a boom thanks to
the bu1_1d1ng act1v1ty people refused to accept. It transpired
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that a large part of our industry and agriculture were
directed towards the domestic market, principally to the
local market, which indeed possessed much purchasing
power. Today realities are forcing themselves on the pub-
lic. And now we bear witness to a highly positive trend in
the direction of saving, towards higher standards of effi-
ciency, greater productivity, and resourcefulness in cap-
turing overseas markets. These trends have already pro-
duced very favourable results. Over the past two years
work efficiency in Israel has grown by fourteen per cent.
This is an achievement. It also shows how laggard we were
in the past, and how much remains to be done in the future.
In our balance of trade there is also a great advance, :
though therc are differences of opinion about the time need-
ed to reach. economic independence, or a favourable ba-
lance of payments. I believe that if all goes well we shall
reach this stage some time in the middle of the next decade.
In 1965 our exports and the services for which we were paid
in foreign currency rose by 14.7 per cent, compared to the
preceding year. In 1966 the growth was of a magnitude of
fifteen per cent. According to a conservative estimate
production will reach 980 million dollars in 1967 —almost
one billion dollars — that is a further increase of 13.3 per
cent. But we must confess the truth and here there is no
escape even from Zionism. Here we must build an economy
under special conditions both in this country and in our
widespread dispersion. We are compelled to do practical-
ly everything at one and the same time. It is only with the
greatest difficulty that it is possible to set up a scale of
priorities at all. We want mass immigration, we want
demographic growth wherever possible. We are ready

for mass immigration, but if there is no other alternative
we shall have to slow down the rate of other development

in order to construct housing and such like. We have
already accumulated reserves of apartments and have
developed methods of construction that even if the mass
immigration is renewed we shall not necessarily have to
revert to the disproportion that existed in investments,
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inhousing constructionand productive branches of the economy
for export. We wish to reach a favourable trade balance.
We wish to achieve a standard of living which will reflect
both social ‘justice and rising standards for both the indivi-
dual and the commumty, so that the American, or British,
or South African or Argent1man Jew will not enjoy any ad-
vantage over us. They may have more money, but a stan-
dard of 11v1ng, a cultured standard of living, is not gauged
merely in monetary terms. ‘And I believe that the Jewish
commumty in this country vnshes to maintain a great mea-
sure of un1ty, not merely on the bas1s ‘of trad1t10n and his-
tory, not only on the basis of sentiment, but on a sc1ent1f1c ;
and cultural basis, there there is no alternative for us but -
to try and achieve a high standaxd that does not fall short

of that obtaining in the most developed countries; without,
of course, becoming involved in expenditures that it is be-
yond our capacity to.bear, or go in for luxurles Wthh are -
not necessarlly cultural necesmtms. - '

We also need strong army We speak of our army
asa deterrent for it is the Government's policy. to.avoid
war.. Our off1c1a1 pol1cy is to Work for peace and coopera—
tion between ourselves and our neighbours and if, regret-
tably peace is beyond our reach, then we must reach such
arrangements as will prevent the outbreak of war. The" '
© Armistice Agreements are not effective in this respect as
‘is-evidenced by what is happenmg on the Syrian border.
And if they are not ready to come to agreement, even of
a transitional character, to prevent the outbreak of war;
‘then at least we must deter those who regard themselves
as our enemies from carrying out their threats. And so'
only an army capable of forcing a decision can serve dsa -
deterrent. In the last resort in all the wars in which in- -
vaders have been defeated, the latter were convinced at ' -
the outset of their victory. If they had not been they would
not have embarked upon the invasion. ~ Hence it is our para-
mount moral and national duty to persuade our ne1ghbours
over the border that there 1is no chance of their provmg
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victorious. For them war is not the test of survival, for we
are not threatening their existence. They can permit them-~
selves to put off the war from one year to the next and we
must welcome every year in which we do not have to fight
a major war. Without this unique burden in the sphere of
defence we should have been much closer to the economic
independence. But national independence takes precedence
and to build up an economy we must ensure the defence
of our borders. We must do this in a country ‘which is not -
overblessed with wealth. We have no iron, we have no. coal, -
we have only a 11tt1e oil, about eight to ten per cent of what
we need.,

Our population is small. Previously I mentioned the
local market. When a country is rich and big, not neces-..: . -
sarily like the United States, but one of the smaller coun-
tries, it can base its production to a very considerable ex-
tent on the local market. Sometimes, even, it exports on-
ly a marginal proportion and at marginal prices. Production
on a large scale means lower prices. We must consume
the marginal qualities ourselves, not necessarily at mar-
ginal prices, inorder to export the bulk of our production.

I am convinced that despite a certain lag in the past
year or two in our industry we are making progress and
there are prospects that after July of this year, that is in
seven or eight months time, there will be gradual dechne
in unemployment, in the direction of full employment,
which must not be confused with over-employment We
shall achieve this by more effective utilization of the
means of production in existing plants, together with in-
tensification of efforts, saving and efficiency, and the con-
quest of new markets, on our way to economic indepen-
dence. ' ‘

Butuntil that day comes, we have no alternative but
to fight unemployment in the difficult period of transition.
We have in all no more than 31, 000 workless in this coun-
try, and 11, 000 are already employed on relief works.
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But we believe that we must provide relief works for both
adults and juveniles, veteran residents and new immigrants,
by advancing the date of public works and strengthening the
infrastructure of our economy and developing essential ser-~
vices, by instituting relief works and expanding the network
of vocational training, by increasing, without permitting bud-
getary considerations to influence us in anyway, the youth
groups, for there is no reason why a youngster whose par-
" ents are ready to send him to a settlement should not go
-there. In this last respect, indeed, economy can involve
actual loss, and not the other way round In addition in the
national budget a sum has been earmarked for the payment
of unemployment grants to those for whom work -cannot be
prov1ded : :

We are being told not Wlthout a modlcum of truth,
‘that when employment is at the ‘ebb it will prove difficult to
) persuade people from the afﬂuent countrles to settle in
Israel. Psychologlcally this is true, but it would be just as
~well to remember that even during the years of. prosperlty
“we did not w1tness a mass 1mm1grat10n or for that an in-
flux of any major proportions, into this country Moreover
if the standard of living that beleaguered Israel building up
its economy, can -ensure in comparison with that prevailing
in the United States or Western Europe is to be the criterion
for the prospective immigrant, be he a Zionist or a sympa-
thiser of Zionism ~ what prospects are there for immigra-
tion from these countries? However much progress we
make, whatever achievements we register, there will al-
ways be a disparity in our respective standards, between
the income of the average Israeli and that of his counterpart
in America, Britain, South Africa or the Argentine. With-
out a true Zionism, without Zionist values, however much
we try to do by way of customs exemptions and similar faci-
lities — which are important in themselves —~ we must evoke
a new Zionist spirit, both in the Jewish world generally as
well as in this country, with a view to setting in motion
Aliyah, to induce greater aid, to inspire political indentifi-
‘cation with Israel and with other countries of the Diaspora.
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Zionism is essential in Israel, among both adults and
youth, to foster love of the country, to stimulate greater
identification with our people still in the Golah, in order
to create identification with the total unlty of the Jewish
people. There is a need for Zionism in this country so
that its citizens, and part1cu1ar1y the native-born Sabras,
do not leave to settle elsewhere. There is a need for
Zionism to prevent assimilation in Israel. Assimilation is
a danger not only in other countries; we need Zionism
here to ensure that Canaanitism does not strike root

“even margmal root, among our Sabras.

Unemployment and immigration are cause and effect.
It is said that when unemployment is rife there is the
prospect that immigrants will not come to Israel, and that
if immigration does not set in unemployment will continue
and even grow. This is a vicious circle. We have chosen
a difficult economic policy, not because it has brought
about unemployment, but notwithstanding our foreknow-
ledge that unemployment would result. But this unemploy-
ment is necessary for employment, more secure employ-
ment, that is also more stable.

When that same American or British or Argentinian
Jew aks me today: How can I settle in Israel today when
there is unemployment? I shall not tell him ~ for reasons
of politeness —how my grandfather came here and there
was no one to welcome him when he disembarked. That
is not the answer, just as one must not preach Zionism
in the United States on the basis of German or Italian
models. We must distinguish the different historic con-
ditions in each country and in each community. We must
come to them, and not try to frighten them. We must
stress the positive aspects of Aliyah. I remember a
statement made by the late Moshe Sharett at a gathering
of youth organized by E. Dobkin: It was a statement. that
only a gentleman of the stature of Sharett could have made.
He said: "Of course we want you to come to this country.
But do not come here to help us, but because you feel you
have to."
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We must develop into a gqualitative and quantitative national
entity capable of supporting itself. By remaining a small
community we constitute a temptation for all sorts of ag-
gressive forces to try their luck in war. We must keep on
growing. Previously I referred to capital investments, to
industry, to the development of tourism, to the export of
know-how. In World Jewry, both in the West and in Soviet
Russia, we possess an immense reservoir not only of means
but also of know-how, of genius, of capacity. Let there be

a steady, not-very-large influx. Letus compromise on fif-
teen to twenty thousand immigrants from the West every
year. This would be an influx of the highest possible quality.

. We shall cause you unease, disquiet, for we shall al-
ways regard Aliyah as a major task. I have never accepted
the theory, and I do not accept it today, that a Zionist who
is not prepared to come to the country immediately should
leave the ranks of the Movement. I would have been happy
indeed had Professor Einstein settled in this country, if.
Judge Brandeis had settled here. Will anyone say that
Brandeis was not a Zionist? Or that Hillel Silver was not
a Zionist? ButI repeat. Ahyah is at the very top of our
priorities. And we shall give you no rest. We shall not
allow you to live your lives quietly. But while there may be
a Zionist who identifies with Israel in his own fashion but
does not come to settle here —and each Z1onlst must ask him-
self why he does not come to settle ~ there cannot be a
Zionist Movement that does not engage in the promotion of
Aliyah. A Zionist Movement that does not promote Ahyah
will cease to be a Zionist Movement

The Jew1sh people needs Israel and Israel needs a
strong Zionist Movement. The Zionist Movement must be
revitalized; so to speak, we must destroy those inverted
comas in which it is enclosed by the cynics, and if I may be
permitted to conclude on the note with which the Premier.
began his speech yestérday: ‘The Zionist Movement must
intensify the love for the people, the consciousness of the
dutv to serve the peovle.
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FIFTH MEETING
Tuesday, January 10 1967, in the mormng

Chairman: LEON GELMAN |

:  DEBATE ON THE ACTIVITIES
OF THE ZIONIST EXECUTIVE, ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

Mrs. S.W. Halprin
(Cha1rman American Section of the Execut1ve New York)

The moment has come for us to look at the American
Jewish community within the context of the American com-
munity as a whole. I don't think that you can understand
the American Jewish community or evaluate what it does
or does not do unless you place it where it is, geographic-
ally, culturally and practically.

‘What does the American scene look like today‘? What
does the American community look like today? Itisa
community quite different from that of even a decade ago.
It is a community in turmoil. In certain aspects of life it
shows distress, and it is indeed a divided community.
Take Vietnam — there is nobody who reads that does not
know that the American community is divided and dis-
turbed by it and the foreign policy of which it is a part.
Take the Civil Rights Programme as a whole. It repre-
senfed a moral challenge. Today there is division even:
on this. The Negro community is divided in itself and
there are those that shout ""black power', and those who.
preach moderation and chant "We Shall Overcome".

A word about our college youth, and in this category,
of course, is our Jewish youth. Never before in the his-
tory of the United States have we witnessed students or-
ganizing '"sit-in" strikes, necessitating the calling-in of
the police. It was not the pattern of university life that
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students become involved in political and sociological de-
monstrations. Those of us who went to the colleges of the
United States in decades past, were in sheltered areas when
we were there. Now this turmeil on the campus is part of
the American scene, and of this scene American Jewish youth
is a part. The American Jewish community faces all these
problems and the additional one arising out of the need to
maintain its Jewish identity. Whatever the situation is for
the American citizen generally, there is an extra duty, an
-extra obligation, an extra challenge to the American Jew.
How to maintain his Jewishness; how to perpetuate his
Jewish values; how:to maintain separateness in a communi-~
ty of which he is a part, and whilst he is working with that
community for a better way of life for the United States and
for the world. This, then, is the challenge. But if you -
charge yourself, as we must now charge oursglves, to per-
petuate Jewish values, then we come at once to the problem
of youth. Not only because youth is the future — that'is a
cliché — of course youth is the future, but because youth to-
day presents a problem to the Jewish community which it
did not present ten years ago, or twenty years ago.

I think that 80 per cent or so of our Jewish youth is
on the college campus —a part then, of the general struggle
of a free society. It is involved in this changing world and
its readily changing values. It is part of the free society.
and the free life of the college campus, since that is so,
there is inevitably a part of it that assimilates and inter-
marries. That would not be so dreadful a thing — JeW1sh
life has always had a fall-off, has always had some sector
prone to assmulatlon — it would be allright if agamst thls
‘agsimilatory sector there stood a solid phalanx of commit~
ted Jewish youth, knowing what it is and where it is gomg,
That is not the case. We have on the one hand the r1s1ng
aSS1m11at10mst trend and, on the other, a small group Wthh
either by religious tra1n1ng and conv1ct1on or national secu-
larist ideology is committed Jewishly.  In between stands
the bulk of American Jewish youth. You cannot talk to it.
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It is not interested; it is completely apathic. If youth were
to say "No", if it argued with you; if it said "I don't accept
what you are saying, I have my own pomt of view'", there
would already exist common ground But the sad fact is that
there is little 1nter-generat1on discussion and this comes
in part from the way we live. The family— the Jewish fa-
mily — is no longer deeply rooted ‘but even where it is, a
boy or girl studies a thousand miles away from home during
long formative years. Job opportunities after graduation
are often not available near home, ‘so that the family tradi<
tion breaks down even when it ex1sts, at.an early stage in ...
the life of the young woman or the young man. How did .
transfer come of Jewish values in my generatmn and in the
generation of most of you who sit here? It came through
the home, _it came because the fam11y remained. intact dur-
ing years of study. Th1s s1tuat10n no longer prevalls and
any attempt to deal W1th our youth merely through chches
will only lead us into a blind alley. What we need is a. tho-
rough analysis and then answers to guide us in dealing with
our young people. Millions of words have been spoken and ,
written about our youth about the ass1m1lat10mst tendency.
Some people have proposed organizational changes as the
answer.. I believe that is no answer at all. .The answer

has to be given to the questions that are asked by youth and
these are clear. You told us, they say, that we have to - -
remain Jewish. Is not the whole world, is notthe American
community seeking peace in the world — do we not all stand
for peace — do we not all stand for the dignity of the human
being —do we not all say that every man is entitled to equal
opportunity - do we not deny discrimination because of
colour, race of religion— do we not want the "great society"
not only for ourselves but for the whole world? And if this
be true — they say— you must tell us, first, why we have to
separate ourselves in pursuit of these things; why we can-
not espouse these causes as part of the new cultural, phi-’
losophical spiritual upsurge —at least in thinking — in the
world of today? Then they say, explain our Jewish values -
to us and tell us wherein they are different, better, worse,
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or the same as the general ethical posture of our times.
What are these values that you ask us to maintain and for
which we must struggle and for which we must constitute
ourselves as an enclave within the larger framework of
soc1ety‘? Give us the relevance of Jewish thinking and Jew-
ish morals and Jewish ethics to the world in which we live
today and the world which we will surely face tomorrow.
Relevancy is the thing which you must establish for them
because youth lives and must act and serve in the world in
which it finds itself and not in the world of yesterday.

We have failed—1 say all of us, not only the Zionist
Movement — because we have neglected to do in our genera-
tion what other generations did in the past when they lived
in a free society— in Spain or various parts of Europe,
where the culture attracted the Jew; where the Jew was
not confined to the ghetto but free to express himself. Then
the leaders, the thinkers, the teachers helped the Jewish
community to synthesize, to find relevancy, to make the
present and the past meet, and Judaism be meaningful in
terms of its daily life. This we have not done. Instead,
we hear voices to the effect that youth is not with us because
of some organizational lack. Youth will not be with us if
hundred organizational changes take place unless we give
them that which they must have as answers to thelr ques-
tions.

I don't think this is the job of the Zionist Movement,
but surely in this room —and I can pick them out manby
man —are men in the field of education, men who are spi-
ritual leaders in the American Jewish commumty, men
who are connected with the great institutions of learmng—
the Yeshiva University and the Theolog1cal Semlnary Who,
if not they, should be sitting together devotmg a year,
two if necessary, not to re-orgamzatlon but to answering
the questions involved in 20th century living and the main-
tenance of Jewish values. :Leave re-organization to us,
not because we will do it better, but we will do it no worse
than you. You, however, can give the answers to the
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questions which youth asks. We will do the implementa-
tion— we shall be the hands;: the feet— you the brain-power.
Every year that passes we lose another percentage of our
youth. ; :

Let me say a few Words about re-orgamzatlon I
think we need re-orgamzatmn and that Dr. Goldmann was
right when he said that perhaps more important than the
details, is the mere projection of re-orgamzatlon and the
psychological aura which surrounds it. If you mention re-
orgamzauon you are applauded even by the press in this
country. The mere concept is hailed as if change for its
own sake means anything. But let's accept the fact that we
do need re-organization. Nothing ecan be worse, however,
and I think no greater harm can be done, than for leaders:
of our movement to say that this is the be-all and the end-
all of our efforts and that without re-organization and the
federation format we will be lost. If that is the case, my.
friends, we are lost. Why this exaggeration? I say that .
we should open the doors and admit groups and organiza-
tions who are pro-Zionist. I think it is futile to talk about
individuals coming into the federations in any great num-
bers. Dr. Goldmann said that there are hundreds of thou-
sands of potential Zionists. Hundreds of thousands never-
were standing in line actually or potentially. In Hadassah,
there exists an organization which knows that its growth -
was spurred in the days of Hitler by what happened to the. °
Jewish people and affected the American Jew as part of that
people. Some of those dealing with re-organization believe
in individual membership, some do not. Is that going to
make or break the Zionist Organization? 1 repeat, we have
to open our minds to change but more important than or-
ganizational change is the need to tell the Jewish communi-
ty what the Zionist Movement has to offer — what makes it
different — what makes it the movement in Jewish life.

I believe that the speakers were right who said that
without immigration from the West, there can be no great
Zionist Movement. Yet I have pointed out the difficulties
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that face us because American youth cannot respond to such
concepts as the centrality of Israel, which has no meaning
for it, until it is educated Jewishly to know what Jewish life
means —what Jewish valies are, and what its constribution
to the survival of Jewish values can be.

o Emanuel Neumann
(Member of the Executwe - New York)

I want to address myself f1rst to the last part of Dr.
Goldmann's address the other night. He spoke of what has
troubled many of us coming from abroad: the psychologic-
al climate prevailing in Israel at this moment. There is
little, I suppose, that we can do from abroad about it—at
least in the immediate sense. But one can hardly avoid
being affected by what one hears and reads about the feeling
of great depression that one senses here, even expressions
bordering on despair, which in my opinion are not justified
by the objective circumstances. It is true that Israel is
now passing through one of its most serious trials from
various point of view: from the point of view of its external
relations — the military or security situation on its frontiers —
the critical economic situation. There is a convergence of
adverse factors and.circumstances, such as we have not
seen in years; and this may explain the darkly depressmg
climate. But those of us who have grown old in the Move-
ment will recall other occasions and circumstances equal- -
ly difficult and even more perilous through whlch we came
through safely in the past ;

However I do not know Whether Dr Goldmann s ;
analys1s of the cause of the present atmosphere in Israel
and where he places the blame for what appears to ‘be a
psychos1s is completely accurate. When he cr1t1clzes
the Israel press for overdomg its treatment of negatlve
manifestations, I am enclined to agree with him. The
press could and should learn to moderate its tone and its
reactions. It is certainly depressing for one residing
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in New York to open the pages of an Israel newspaper and
find daily sensational accounts of some new scandal or some

new unstrained personal denigration, involving even people
in high places. But I don't think that it is all a matter -
simply of personal antagonism or hatred. There are par- -
ties, of course, that have their political quarrels and con-
tests. My experience has been that on the personal level
there is not really that amount of hostility; on the contrary:
I have found a great deal of comradsh1p and mutual respect
and friendship between people belonging to altogether dif-
ferent camps. But whatever the normal personal relation-
ShlpS and personal decency, I have observed that the s1tua-
tion is qu1te d1fferent when 1t comes to party 1nterests and
party struggles Then there are no holds barred Then
the contest is conducted at t1mes with a ruthlessness -
almost w1th a fer001ty wh1ch should cause us all a good ’
deal of concern '

‘So far as'we in: the D1aspora are concerned; we owe
it to ourselves, as well as to the Movement and the ‘State
of Israel to be doubly careful of what we say or do, lest
we contribute 1o 'the creation of a miasma, ‘At this point -
I must refer to something which happened in the past few

-days, in the hope of clearing up a misunderstanding. My
good friend, the President of the Z.0.A., gave an inter- "
view to the'official organ of Rafi, Mabat Hadash, which
gave colour to the notion that he was injecting himself un-
duly in a painful and delicate situation, in a manner of which
most of us, I think? do not approve. I have never believed
and do not believe today, that Diaspora Zionists must not
criticize matters in Israel, whether in the field of external
policy or domestic affairs. I still believe that it is our
right and at tlmes even our duty to voice our op1n10ns But
in the past we, of the Z.0.A. at least, have generally ob- ;
served two rules one is the rule that m111tary and defence
matters are beyond such discussion on our part; and that
isa rule wh1ch it would be wise to observe in the future
and certainly at a moment like this, when tensions are high.
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The second rule we have tried to observe was to avoid purely
personal criticism, certainly any denigration of outstanding
persona11t1es of people who stand at the head of the State or
the head of the Government. I am afraid that the impression
created is that these two rules have not been strictly obser-
ved in th1s instance.

I have read and re- -read the 1nterv1ew in Mabat Hadash.
Now it is not true that Mr. Torczyner there stated that the
recent action against Samua in the Kingdom of Jordan was
undertaken, not for military reasons, but for reasons of
domestic politics. He did not say that. What he did, was to
quote: an editorial of the New York Times to that effect, ad-
ding his own view that Israel was not prepared to attack
Syria and therefore attacked Jordan. Be that as it may, it
was an unfortunate occurrence. Regardless of my long
friendship with Mr. Torczyner and my appreciation of what
he has done and is doing to build Zionism and the Z.0.A.,
since assuming its presidency, I am nevertheless forced to
dissociate myself from e1ther of those views.

He has also had some unkind things to say about Prlme
Minister Eshkol, and one may question their propriety.
Some of us have had our quarrels at times, with the Govern~
ment of Israel or at least with some persons in the Govern-
ment. I well recall my own response to some of Mr. Ben~
Gurion's actions and statements in the past, while he was
Prime Minister. Indeed, for a few years I conducted a run-
ning battle with him. But it was his views and policies that
I sharply criticized; and all that has not affected our purely
personal relations. Only recently he told me that he keeps
telling people that I am ''the only Zionist in America' —to
which I replied: '"Yes, I know that you have been scandahz-
ing my name." Never, in the heat of battle, did either he
or I descend to personal recriminations.

At this point I would like to add that in the World
Union of General Zionists, of which I have the honour of-
being President, we have also observed an unbroken rule.
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We have banded together as Zionists; and, as a World
Union, we are concerned strictly with Zionist affairs.
Whether it be considered a virtue or a fault, we do not con~
cern ourselves, as a World Union, with the seething domes-
tic politics of Israel. There has not been a single instance,
a single meeting of our international Executive, at which
matters concerning internal Israel politics werée on the
agenda; the more so today, since our World Union includes
and embraces both the Liberal Party and the Independent -
Liberals — the former in the Opposition —and the latter sit-
ting in the Government of Israel. I consider it a wise rule,
for we have sufficient problems confrontmg us within the.
framework of the Zionist Movement, Nor do I believe that
my friend, Torczyner, really intended to plunge into-the
changing currents and whirlpools of the domestic political
scene.: I can only say that'he is a-younger man; and if that
is any fault, it is:sure to be corrected by time and experi-
ence. In any case, he has expressed his own personal. posi-
tion and not necessarily the position of the Zionist Organiza-
tion of America.: I-have attempted to explain the situation - -
and I hope that he will also clarify his position so that
mlsunderstandmgs may be cleared up and th1s matter Te-
moved from our agenda : :

o In thls connectlon I would also 11ke to say a personal
word about the Prime Minister. - Mr. Eshkol, who honoured
us with his presence and participation at the opening session,
may not qualify as a spell-binding orator, but that is by far:
not the most important qualification for leadership. And
when I think of Mr. Eshkol, I think of him not simply as -
the Prime Minister of Israel to whom honour is due, by .
virtue of his office. I think of him first of all as a veteran
_Zionist, which he hasbeentand»continues~to be. During his.
years as Prime Minister he has demonstrated by his words
and by his acts, both of omission and commission, how
deeply he is concerned for the success of our Zionist en-
deavour and for the welfare of the Movement. Above all
I see in him the man who, for so many years devoted his
tireless energies, his best thoughts and talents, to our
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agricultural settlement, to establishing new Jewish vil-
lages by the hundreds, all over the country, in its hills and
valleys. I recall his last address to us, his colleagues,
whenhe resignedhis seatin our Zionist Executive, and his
moving review of what had been accomplished in that im-
mense constructive enterprise. While our Israel friends
may naturally think of him primarily in his capacity as
Prime Minister, I see in him, first and foremost, a great
builder of Israel; and for that he has earned forever our
gratltude and admiration.

Cur Pres1dent in his opening address, rev1ewed the
international situation as it affects the Jewish people. He
spoke on Germany, on Soviet Russia, on the situation in the
Middle East, with his usual incisiveness. ButI was struck
by one element which ran through the whole of his analysis:
He was careful to point out that the situations he described
were not necessarily frozen, but subject to change. That
thought is worth bearing in mind. ' Indeed, nothing is so un—
changing as change 1tse1f

- My pomt is that we, the Zionist Organization, on our
part ought to be constantly on guard and always prepared
for new developments, for good or for ill, not only once a
year at a meeting of the General Council or its Political -
- Committee when we adopt certain resolutions of a political
nature —and then go home. I believe, as I have always be-
lieved, that such problems, international-in their scope,
should be a continuing and ongoing concern of the Movement
and our World Executive in one form or another. We have
given our assent to the policy we have adopted in support of
the World Jewish-Congress. I subscribe to its importance,
its great importance ~but from time to time I do feel that
in some way and to a disturbing extent we are relinquishing
what has been one of the most important aspects of our res-
pons1b111ty as a Movement. I cannot reconcile myself to the
thought when it is publicly expressed by anyone of importance
that '"the Zionist Movement is no longer a political movement."
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If we adopt that attitude, we help to create a certain
vacuum which others—and not Just the Jewish Congress ~
rush in to fill. .

Who nowa.days does not concern h1mse1f with Jew-
ish international problems, not only the problem of Israel
and the Middle East? They run here and there: to the
Vancan to Franco, to the German Government, hoping to
enhance thereby the importance of their-own respective
orgamzatlons But we, who have been concerned with
world Jewish problems from the begmmng, we Zlomsts
“who created the World Jewish Congress, whether through
the efforts of Stephen Wise or Dr. Goldmann; or before
- them going back to Leo Motzkin in the Comité des Déléga-
- tions Juives, we, I'say, have no r1ght to sit in a corner
and cherish the role of anonymity or low visibility. We
. should find an appropriate method of keeping in close and
virtually daily touch with situations as they develop. We
should be able to give clear guidance and inspiration to our
following and constituents throughout the world.

I am not now repeating my proposal for merging the
World Jewish Congress with the World Zionist Organization,
. a suggestion which Dr. Goldmann has repeatedly opposed

as premature. Noram I repeating my suggestion of estab-
lishing a Political Department which most of the Israel
Governments have opposed in the past, wheén it was hyper-
~sensitive on that point. I believe that that period is behind
us; and in any case I have reason to believe that today
neither the Foreign Office on the one hand, nor the Presi-
dent of the World Jewish Congress on the other, would op-
pose some well-considered step on our part to develop our
own activity in the political sphere, or as some may pre-
fer to call it, in the sphere of international affairs. I
intend to go into the matter more fully at a meeting of the
Political Committee and perhaps submit a resolution or
a formula, by which the Executive will be empowered to .
take positions on the problems which confront us in.this
area, and to offer guidance to our constituents while
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maintaining close contact with the World Jewish Congress,
as well as W1th Israel‘s Forelgn Office.

A word regarding our internal affairs and the ever
recurrmg subject of '"re-organization' which has been on
‘, our agenda for years. While I have not attended any of the
meetings of the Re-organization Commission or the Commis-
sion on Structure from reports of the discussions whlch
have come to us thus far, I have failed to note much that is
either startling or original in the proposals which seem to
be in the making. Neither the emphasis on federation nor
the talk about 1nd1v1dua1 membership affiliation are new.
We have thought and talked about many good things and have
taken certain initial steps toward reforming or improving
our structure, and as a matter of fact we have begun to
move. When, for example, the 1eadersh1p suggested that
we co-opt non—party members into the Executive, I thought
we ‘should do so if for no other reason than to demonstrate g
that the parties so often condemned ‘are actually not so
eager and determined to hold everythmg in their hands or to
keep out persons who are not d1rect1y respons;ble to party
organizations. It has been done. We have already co-opted
seven such members: two in Europe and five in the United
States. Personally I do not regret that I helped to persuade
some of those five to join the Executive. And while it is too
early to appra1se the benefit derived from this change in
strueture, I think I can testify from experience that it was
no calam_lty and no harm has come to the Zlomst Movement
by this innovation.

It was further proposed by the leadershlp that we re-
orgamze 1nterna11y, the work of the Executive. We went
along with that too and though not all details have been ironed
out,_the,re is a definite decision which I hope will be carried
out and result in improving the efficiency of our departments.

But now; when we go on to this matter of re—organization
in the World Movement, on the regional and local level, I
am still puzzled and somewhat at sea. Letus as an example,
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regard for a moment the idea of individual membership
-in the proposed federations, over and above — or apart
from — the affiliation of organized Zionist bodies. We
can, of course, decide and proclaim that any individual
Zionist can afflhate w1th a federation d1rect1y by signing a
document or by paylng a few dollars in dues. But just what
does that accomplish ? How will the 1nd1v1dua1 functlons as
‘a Zionist unless such individual members have a common
denormnator a common outlook, and actually join together
in order to give effect to their common point of view, which
would 1 mean formmg some kind of a party that may be de-
scribed as'a "non-party‘ party" The only alternatwe if.
they want to be effective, is to go into one of the existing
organizations. S

And one final word: Prime Minister Eshkol, the other
night, hinted at a pessible change in the attitude of the
.Government towards the Zionist Movement or towards the
Jewish Agency, if we fail to accomplish what is expect-
ed of us in .the Diaspora. There¢might be other ways—
possibly other instrumentdlities’—for reéaching: the Jews
of the Diaspora. No doubt there are those who emnter=
tain such thoughts. . There are, .in faet, two requests
or demiands that are directed to us from Israel. The.

_bne and perhaps most insistént démand; is’that we
produce a Western Aliyah as the real test of our -Zionist
commitment. The second is that we bring into the Zionist
Organization, Jewish groups -andorganiza;t'ions which have
not as yet been affiliated with the Movement. I have pon-
dered these matters, but to the present day I am not sure
how the two desirable goals can be successfully combined:
How to bring in or drag in, if we can, Jewish organizations
and groups that shrink from declarmg themselves as Zion-
ists, while we insist at the same time that the primary
concern of organized Zionism must be Ahyah I claim to
know something about some of the organizations which we
have in mind, and I have the gravest doubt that we can
expect them to join a Movement that is centered on the
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concept of Aliyah and "Hagshamah Atzmit'". T wish our
Israel friends would ponder this problem as some of us are
doing. To the Zionists you may at least present a demand
for Aliyah. You can argue with them. You may cr1t101ze
them; but there are others with whom you can't even argue
~on this basis. My conclusion therefore is that we should”
give serious consideration to any and all orgamzatlonal re-
forms that appear reasonable and pract1cab1e but let us
realize that our first and primary concern must be to retain
the loyalty of those who are Zionists, who proudly declare
themselvee to be Zionists, in order to activate them, to .-

. strenghten the Zionist Organizations such as they are, and
"then proceed, . if possible, to add to their strength. Letus
move to rebu11d and reform, but to do so carefully and cau~
tlously so as not to undermine that which - we have: bu11t up
with so much effort and travail -over the years.

- Jacques Torczyner
(World Umon of General mests - U. S A )

I have the greatest respect and admn'atlon for the =
Premdent of the World Zionist Organization. ‘There are -
many matters on which I agree with him:and support hlm.
But, there is one problem which I find very painful and that
is the relationship of the Jewish people with Germany. The
establishment and maintenance of relations between the State
of Israel and West' Germany 1s somethmg that concerns
Israel. However, if twice in your 11fet1me your home has p
been destroyed by the Germans, if twice in your lifetime’
the young ‘Germans in the new Germany became the aggres‘-
sors and instigators of wars, if only so recently millions of
our brethren were murdered, I cannot agree that it is cor-
rect for the Jewish people to re—estabhsh frlendly relations’
with Germany. I'see in the renascence of the Nazi ’Move—
ment, no matter what its name, no matter what form 1t takes
~a danger —not for 30,000 Jews in Germany, who play no roIe
and are not a factor and are free to leave tomorrow —1I see
in this a danger for the world,

b
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Much has been said about the re-organization of the
Zionist Movement. It is too easy to say: abolish the par-
ties. But they do exist. Instead of destroying what has .
been established, let us build on what we have, whether it
be little or much -~ we have it and let us build on it. Let us
strengthen the Zionist Movement. If we have a programme
and know what we stand for, we should not dilute the Move-
ment, not reduce it to the lowest common denomma.tor -
perhaps we would then have a chance’ ' :

On September 1st, 1967 the f1rst boardmg school for
American high school students, an academic high school,
will be opened in Kfar Silver and the children will be coming
there, starting with a small freshman class the first year,
to spend four years living and learning with Israel boys and
girls. Iam convinced that when completing their education

_in high school they will either continue to study here or

* they will return to their homes, but wherever they go they .. .
will serve as the spokesmen of this relationship, of this
integration between Jews of Israel and Jews of the Diaspora.
We have a summer camp for American teenagers at Kfar
Silver. It had a hundred last year. We are now building
sufficient dormitories to be able to accommodate 500 teen-
agers every summer in Kfar Silver. When they return
home they become Israel's goodwill ambassadors. The
alumni of Kfar Silver become the leaders of Young Judaea
and other youth groups throughout the United States.

We are most grateful for the help we have received
from the Mercaz Hatfutsot and for the assistance of the
Jewish Agency. We have organized numerous Public Af--
fairs Conferences in the United States. Dr. Neumann
spoke about political activities — which we call public affairs.
In all major cities, representatives of the Israel Consulates
and the Israel Embassy, and the United States State De-
partment, experts on attacking Arab propaganda, meet

-with Z.0.A. leaders throughout the United States. We
have invited an expert on the Arab problem from Great
Britain to visit university campuses in the United States
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and we try to present our point of view wherever we can by
inviting guest speakers of all trends, representmg a11 pomts
of view in Israel to visit our dlstr1cts

~ Iwantto saya word about a matter which has been re-
ferred to here by many speakers and blown out of all propor-
tion. Israel undertook an action in Samua. No statement
was issued in the United States by any Zionist or Jewish
leader; butl did issue a statement which I wrote myself —

it was not written by a journalist in an interview —and I said
that I was shocked at the harsh tone employed by the United
States in censormg Israel's retaliatory action. I went further
and said that it was the failure of the United Nations to act
which forced Israel to defend itself’, And1 sald that if the
Sov1et Union had not vetoed the m11d resolutlon by the Secu-
rity Council two weeks before that this situation could have
been avo1ded I stand by that statement. We have defended
Israel and the Israel Army —~and we will contlnue to defend
them and will continue to stand by them. I noted in that in-
terview what appeared in a newspaper in the Umted States

It has never been nor will it ever be my point of view; I
have made that clear I said, there and then, that it was not
my point of view. Let those who wish to beheve it is, be—
11eve it. My consc1ence is clear because I know how I feel
and I know what I do

' Avraham Cygel
(Member of the Executlve Tel Av1v)

We are meetmg, 1t 1s true at a t1me of a recessmn
in the dimensions of 1mm1grat10n but I am strong in my
faith that just like after the years 1952-53 in which the in~
flux-declined there came a change, in the not-distant future,
too, we may expect a greater wave of imimigration, which
will differ in its character from most of the waves which
reached us after the establishment of the State. In 1966 in
‘effect we went over from mass abgorption to a more indivi-
dualized treatment of the new comers, taking into account
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the countries from which the immigrants came. Toa
decreasing extent we find that we have to deal with the :
"traditional' type of immigrant, that is of the category
that came from countries in which Jews live in distress,
accompanied by hardly more than a little bundle of luggage
and a great readiness to meet the difficulties of the transi-
tional period. The newcomers reaching us today cannot be
classified in accepted categories, as if they were compelled
to come by force of humiliation and discrimination in their
countries of origin. They come Mmore as a matter of choice,
because they WlSh to live full Jewish lives.

The Absorption Department is today in a state of
constant change in respect of methods of dealing with the
newcomers, and I consider it my duty to explain these
changes both to Government institutions and to the general
public, which indeed constitute the basis for what we call
"social integration'. Together with the Employment Ser-

- vice of the Ministry of Labour, this year, notwithstanding
the current recession, we made joint efforts to absorb the
newcomers in employment, But there are still not a few,
including people with a university training, who have not
yet been suitably placed. Obviously non-absorption in suit-
able employment can serve as a deterrent to their desire
to settle in this country. We, for our part, have spared
no effort to make things easier for the 1mm1grants I need
merely mention here the training course for teachers com-
ing from the affluent countries held in Beersheba, the
course for a group of over one hundred and fifty lawyers,
who could not engage in their profession without undergoing
a course lasting ten to eleven.months. Now that they have
passed the necessary exammatlons they can engage in the1r
profession. :

In the course of the current year we have encountered
a lack of suitable housing in precisely the larger urban
areas where newcomers in this category can find their
niche in the economy. Fortunately the Ministry of Housing
was able to place at their disposal apartments.in the central _
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district and to ensure that the rent be within their means.

A not inconsiderable section of these immigrants have been
placed in hostels and Ulpanim. At the beginning of 1966 we
had at our d1sposa1 ten hostels with a total of 1383 beds.
Within a few months this will be increased by another three
hostels bringing the total number of beds up to two thousand.

~ The process of immigration is thus entering upon es-
sential changes in this last third of the twentieth century.
VJestei‘n immig’ration,‘ contrary to the previous wave coming
from the countries in which Jews lived in distress, will not
imply the severance of the newcomers' ties with their coun-
tries of origin, but will involve constant movement and
bonds between the Diaspora and Israel. Planned activity
will enable us to increase the dimensions of tourism, by
encouraging prospective immigrants to come here.

‘We must find a solution to the problems of employ-
ment to the construction of suitable housing in all parts of
the country, to ensure secondary and higher education under
easier cond1t1ons 'the grant of scholarships to students.

The 1mm1grants in 1967/68 will pass through the hostels ,
which have been adapted for their purpose. They will be-
equipped with everything necessary to ensure smooth ab-
sorption in the initial period in this country., With the con-
clusion of the construction plans we will have twenty absorp-
tion centres, and we may be able to place both the hostels
“and the Ulpanim in the same areas. Teams to deal with the
immigrants, and speaking their language will also be sta- .
tioned there to ensure efficient handling.. Only when a_\jo_b'_
has been found for the newcomer- in his particular occupation
or profession will he be given housing. - The determmant
today is ‘employment. : :

- We speak a lot about social absorption. The idea is
slowly penetrating deeper into wider and wider circles of
our community, especially among the youth. A meeting to-
day with the younger people, either those born here or who
cameiwith previous waves of immigration, is encouraging.
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Today already we are receiving applications from young
people who are preparedto operate in the field of social
absorption, and to try and bring the newcomers clogéer.” We
have not yet forged all the necessary instruments but im-
portant 1nit1a1 efforts have already been made

The Ulpanim in the collective settlements and in the
cities have become the main channel for the absorption of
this new wave of immigrants. Indeed I may say that the '
Jjoint initiative of the Ministry of Labour and the Jewish
Agency in the establishment of Ulpamm has already ach1ev-
ed mternatmnal recogmtmn and commendation. Study of
Hebrew constitutes a factor inducing newcomers, and es~- . .
pecially young people to settle here. ’

We propose to expand these enterpr1ses to enable the
Ulpanim to make an ever greater contribution in the years
ahead. As stated some of the Ulpanim will be integrated
with the hostels and will be made the venue of vocational =
courses. This will enable us to establish comprehensive
centres of absorptmn and thereby to ease the process for ‘
the. newcomer ' i

I trust that the creatlon of an. Imnugrat;lon and Absorp—
tion Authority of the Jewish Agency, and the estabhshment
of a joint authorlty Wlth the Government will fa0111tate our-
work. This authorlty must have the power to make dec1—
sions, to plan and to ‘execute 1ts pohcy through both Govern—
ment and nat10na1 1nst1tut10ns The authonty must seek
shorter cuts in handhng the 1mm1grants It must s1mp11fy
processes make them more effect1ve both in the economic .
‘and the social f1e1ds But over and above all this we must,
make the people of Israel and in the Dlaspora 1mm1grat1on
and absorption conscious. The entire Jewish people must
enlist all its intellectual, ‘spiritual and material resources
in this effort to set in motion cons1derab1e ‘wave of immi-
gration, for failing such a wave, fa111ng effective absorption
of newcorers, we Jeopardlze the future development of the
country, and the consolidation of its economy and national
defence.
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Anselm Reiss
(Union Poale Zion-Hitachdut -~ Israel)

We must rid ourselves of certain conventional lies if
we are to put the question of Aliyah in its right light. The
first of these conventional lies is that Jews came here to
settle only because they were forced to do so by persecution,
need and distress. That is not true. What distress drove
those. tens of thousands of young men and women, high
school pupils and students, who came to this country after.
the First World War from Poland and Galicia? They were
not even mature enough; they did not have the opportunity
to find out for themselves what prospects they had for their
own future, for living where they had been born, as was the
case, in other Eastern European countries. They did not
even give the matter any thought. They set out only because
they wanted to come here, only because they were saturated
with Zionist ideas. Did they set out to improve their mate-
rial situation? They came from established families, and
went to build the Tiberias, the Haifa-Nazareth roads, or
settled in Ein Harod and Mishmar Ha'Emek and Kfar
Yeheskel. They became masons and building workers and
learned other trades, too. Was their position in this coun-
try better materially thanwhat they had known at home ?

Now I come to what I consider to he a second conven~
tional lie. We are told that we must become competitive
with the free countries in order to be able to attract Jewish
young men and women, that we must be able to give the
Jews of those countries, what they are used to. How can’
the problem be put in such a light, how can anyone compare
the potentialities in this country with those of the United
States, France or England? Or even with the situation .
prevailing in the Latin American countries?. I am prepared
to lend my own support to all proposals to improve condi- -
tions of absorption, to give the newcomers the maximum,
but this will still be far from being competitive with other
countries, An end must be put to this talk about competi~
tion if we are thinking seriously about intensive work on -
behalf of Aliyah.
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I wish to recall one thing which I am sure we all re~ ..
gard as important. In the history of Aliyah, both before the
establishment of the State, and afterwards, young people
from the free countries, both children and adults, played
an important role. Tens of thousands of immigrants came
from these countries and inscribed a golden chapter in the
annals of the Yishuv. They did not come here because of
their distress in their home countries, they did not improve
their material status by Aliyah. They came because they
were Zionists, because they wanted to take part in the work
of the national reconstruction, in creating a new future for
the Jewish people. They came here because they knew that
true national liberty, the self-respect of the freeman, could
be theirs only in ‘this country.

We, members of the Zionist Socialist movement,
called groups of young people in the Golah, called the Jew-
ish workers, to the fight for national and social freedom.
We taught them that this could only be achieved through the
realization of Zionism. And it was for this reason that
thousands came and settled in this country, without making
any reckoning of their own future. They knew that they
were building their own future here, the future of thelr
children, the future of the Jewish people.

That is how we must put the question to Jewish youth
today. The same applies to the adults. We must submit
to them the essential content of Z1omsm the truth that is
inherent in it. We are convinced that if the Zionist Move-
ment once again makes the central feature of its practical
and information work the moral and national values of
Jewish life, which only Israel can give to the Jewish man,
if it calls for Aliyah which converts the immigrants into a
co-builder of a new Jewish history, a fighter for the free-
dom of the Jewish people and the Jewish State, it will exer-
cise a far greater influence on the minds and spirits of the
Jewish man than the efforts made to convince him that -
Israel is capable of giving the same material values as he
is able to obtain in the country in which he is at present
living. ~
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Indeed it will prove easier to discover the common
language w1th the Jewish youth and with the Jewish students,
and begin a new era in the Zlomst Movement and the realiza-
tion of Z1on1st 1dea1s if We adopt this approach. '

Yeshayahu Bernstein
(Mlzrachl-Hapoel Hamizrachi - Israel)

~ Our dehberatlons are bemg held in a gloomy atmo-
sphere. Even if one has one's reservations about putting
the entire picture in gloomy terms — and there is no doubt
whatsoever that all its aspects are not gloomy— one cannot
ignore the fact that the wonderful image that brightened our
lives and the skies of this entire generation, from the day
‘Israel won its sovereignty, is today overshadowed. How-
‘ever circumspect we may be, however careful not to exag-
gerate, it is our duty not to conceal from ourselves or from
others, the gravity of the situation in the Diaspora, in the
Zionist Movement and in the State of Israel, for all this
constltutes forus a smgle umty

Pmmarily we must return to flrst axiom of Zionism,
which has become blurred and almost forgotten in the course
of time. By its very nature Zionism is the negation of
Golah, that is'the negation of continued residence in the
Golah as the normal state of a people, and even in a large
degree of individuals, from the Jewish point of view, at
least. This isa truth that must be repeated without fear,
-however unpopular it may be. Hereinlay the revolutlonary
character of Zionism, herein lay its strength in its pro—
clamation. of this truth when it was even less popular It
must be stressed again and again, with alI that stems from

it.' - Jewry:in the Dlaspora in the afﬂuent countrles must
be extracted from its state of complacency We must sound
the toesin unceasingly, we must warn’ of the danger threaten—
ing Jewish existence which is mherent in 11fe in the Golah,
and repeat again and again the truth: Israel among the na-
tions is exposed to assimilation.
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nor .can Judaism exist as a spiritual entity, capable of
realization other than in the Jewish State in Eretz Israel.’
We must repeat this again and again to the Torah-true
Jews who continue to remain estranged, indifferent to
- Zionism and warn them against entertaining any illusions.
Assimilation can win many victories,. notwithstanding the
immunity that observance of the Torah and the mitzvot may
give. Not only are we commanded to dwell in this country,
but residence among the Gentiles is regarded as a punish-

ment, it is Galut—exile! Even if we are permitted to live
in peace and observe the commandments without let or -
hindrance, the fact remains that it is spiritual Galut, for
1nsofar as the Jew. conmders himself a member of the na-
tion among Wh],ch he lives, an Amerlcan or an Englishman
or a Frenchman, h1s spe01f10 rehglous and national charac-
ter is d1m1n1shed

There is one element in this Zionist axiom, ‘and this
is its supreme value: Zionism means the Return to4 Zion.
Not only a "secure refuge' to ensure survival, but the re-
turn of the Jewish people to Zion, its concentration in an
. independent State. Zionism is the beginning of redemptlon
it is the carrier of the Messianic mission, . e

Here W’e have the key, too, to the question'of Aliyah,
not only from areas of distress, from the affluent countries.
Recognition of the negative aspects of residence in the
Golah, consciousness of the dangers of assimilation and
loss of national 1dent1ty, the readiness to realize the aspira-
tion cherished by so many generations for the Return to
Zionism, these are the basic motives for Aliyah. Such
Zionism and all it implies in breadth and depth constitute
a challenge for JeW1sh youth, can induce the young people
to prefer Israel over all other tasks to which they may be
attracted, for here they have a national-Jewish and human-
itarian objective at one and the same time. Naturally
("'the hidden things are for God' and I speak only about what
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is revealed to flesh and blood) the immigration into Israel

of millions from the four corners of the earth, and the con-
_centration of the Jewish people in our own country is a
matter not for a single generation, but for generations. At
all events mere recognition of the fact that this is the object-
ive we have set ourselves, can persuade large numbers to
make a determined effort to come to this country and to
strike root in it. We can sum up at this point and say: In
~order to stimulate Aliyah we must imbue Jewish hearts with
the Vision of the Return to Zion in its pristine form, with

its ardent vigour. ' We must broadcast the Zionist conscious-
ness that has been forgotten, first of all among the Zionists.

There is another Zionist truth that is not yet subscribed
to by the majority in the Zionist Movement. It is a truth
we religious Zionists are fighting for: There can be no
Jewish existence without Judaism, and there can be no
Zionism without Judaism. Nor will the State of Israel en-
sure the survival of the Jewish people, if it is not based
upon the Judaism, which is our centuries old legacy, the
~Judaism of Torah and mitzvot. We are not discussing the
point of view of believing Jews, which may be considered
a matter of conviction, of freedom of conscience. We must,
however, warn the entire people of the dangers threatening
its future and very survival, if there is no change in the
consciousness of the non-religious section of our people .
in its appraisal and attachment to traditional Judaism.

Jews resident in the Golah, who do not believe, who do not
observe the Torah and the rehglous commandments, and
part1cu1ar1y the youth, have no answer to give to the ques-
.. tion:, "In what am I a Jew, what is my Judaism, and why
‘am I a Jew?'" There is no reasonable explanation for the
terrible struggle we are engaged in here, a single lamb. of
Israel among the millions of Arabian wolves, while we with
our own hands are undermining our special character, our
difference from others, our national-spiritual entity, in -
whose name alone we are fighting this battle.
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The problem with which we are confronted is — How:. -
are we to bring about this revolutionary change in the Jew-
ish people, a change in its attitude to Judaism and to Zion?
It cannot be brought about by a consciousness that is no -
more than mere knowledge, it can be brought about only by
a true attachment to Judaism. I am referring particularly
to.Zionist education and all that flows from it. Itzhak
Korn's statement about religious education that does not
ensure an attachment to Israel is irrelevant, for obviously .
we are discussing religious Zionist education. And that is
‘not a -matter for the religious commumty alone but for the
entire Zionist Movement. .

YoSef Bankower
(Achdut Ha'avoda - Israel)_

~ Itrust that thls Sessmn will not enter into past ac-
counts but will show that the Zionist Movement is capable
of extricating itself from the rut of routine, which has con-
tinued for decades.

If there is-any link between unemployment and the
_absence of 1mm1gration and between the absence of im-
migration and unemployment and re-emigration abroad,
our intention is not only to analyze the causes but also to -
try and measure up to the challenge. We witnessed suc-
cessive waves of immigration into this country, and the
country was built up as we see it today, and we have assets
of which we can be truly proud, which give us, the Zionist
Movement and the Jewish people in the Golah, much strength.
When the influx came in we paid little attention to whether .
the immigrants came from all countries and whether the
Zionist Movement was fulfilling its function. I have a deep
fai th in the Zionist Movement and I do not think that it has
outlived its usefulness. Indeed the contrary is true. The
existence of the State has proved how wide the basis is for
the continuation of a great Zionist Movement. But if the
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Zionist Movement does not place in the centre of its interests
the practical realization of its ideas and ideals in immigra=
tion, there is no-value, or at best very doubtful value, in
all that has been said here about the structure of the Zlomst
Organization. : ' ' S

The Chalutz movements declare We cannot under
present day cond1t1ons in the Golah, w1th its attractions, its
abundance of halls for which the commumtles give millions,
take up the challenge with our poor forces without even the
aid of shlichim., And so now, seeing that we are in a process
of re-orgamzatmn and I do not underestimate the impor--
tance of that re-organization, there is-room for economy -
here too—m due proportion. Butfwhen there is retrench- -
ment the problem is what is to be given precedence. Is . -
there any. Justlflcatmn for the present d1stress in the chalutz
movements? . . ., : o - BT u

" In this country there is econonuc absorptmn W1de— o
spread housing construction, but there is no social absorp-— ‘
tion, and social absorption does not depend upon the staff of
the Absorption Department, it is not dependent upon those
seated here. It is dependent upon all of us, without excep-
tion.

I recall now how highly we soldiers of the Jewish
Brigade were commended as shlichim from this country,
when we dealt with the survivors of European Jewry. And
you will recall at the end of the War we thought that it was
not the five years of hostilities that were important but the
encounter with the immigrants. I recall when we met the
survivors of Dachau, only thirty six hours after Hitler had
fled and the ovens were still burning. What did we give
them, I ask now ? Not transport, or money or even organiza-
tion. We gave them much love, much devotion, and they
understood us.

And today when an immigrant says to us in Yiddish:'
"We come from a country in which we had work, where we
were well-dressed, perhaps not as you are here in Eretz
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Israel, but we dreamed about a little Yiddishkeit, about a
Jewish spirit.” So we came here.'' They are seeking the
Jewish heart, the Jewish soul, to respond to them in their
distress. And we, who are experienced in the distress of
Aliyah, and know that every wave of immigration has its

- own troubles and-difficulties, 'who knew howto meéet and to
handle waves of immigrants, as the survivors in Europe
met us we said: Let us restore their faith, let us restore
their hope for a new family life. Let us teach their child-
ren to sing, for in the ghetto they forgot how to sing. Other
Jewries, other conditions. But there must be the same -
wave of love and devotion. Against the background that
prevails in this country, of hardness, who knows whether
we shall be able to perform our task? So in order that we
may be able to do our duty there must be a change on two
levels: A basic change in methods of social integration,
and the rehoisting of the banner of the chalutz movement
and the youth movement, the movement of Aliyah through—
out the Zionist Movement.
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' SIXTH MEETING
- Tuesday, January 10, 1967, in the afternoon
Chairman: RAPHAEL KOTLOWITZ,

Contmuatmn of the Debate on :
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

, Menachem Damv |
. (Delegatlon of the Youth movements - Israel)

The participation of representatives of the Israel youth
movements in this Session of the Zionist General Council
poses the question: Will the Zionist Movement be a full part-
ner of the youth movements'in the work they are doing? In
“ theory it collaborates in th1nk1ng, in concern, in chartmg
policy,~in- measuring up the current problems and in tackhng
the tasks of this generatmn In effect it must lend constant
encouragement, it must g1ve real support it must prov1de
the tools and the money to enable the cont1nuat10n and the ex-~
pansmn of the work the youth movements are domg "

The ex1stence of the,,youth -movements in Israel,’ the -
creation of the conditions essential for their work, supply of
the necessary means are not conditional and do not depend
upon the response to this question being affirmative. It is
true that the contribution made by the Jewish Agency is im-
portant and it assists considerably in the educational work
they are doing, especially in immigrant settlements and in
the development areas. But the main share of the burden is
borne by other 1nst1tut10ns and publie bodies.:

1 shall not make any complamt about the proportmnate
share of this aid, within the context of the Zionist Organiza-
tion's budget, and the general pattern of its ramified activi-
ties. At the same time I do not wish to conceal my own con-
sciousness that the current situation —and on the horizon
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there are clear signs of retrenchment, notwithstanding the
steadily growing needs — makes the continued participation
of the Zionist Organization in the work of education in the
youth movements in Israel doubtful, to say the least.

The last Congress was the first in which representa-
tives of the youth movements in Israel participated actively.
The slogan of this Congress was "Our faces to the Golah'.
There is no doubt, of ‘couxfse, ‘that everybody is convinced
that this duty applies equally to the youth. So it is only
logical that the Zionist Movement should not refrain from
being an active and activizing factor in imposing this duty
upon the youth, in the full knowledge that the youth move-
ments constitute a broad and suitable channel for this pur-

pose.

Most of the youth movements operating in Israel main-
tain close mutual ties with their sister movements in the
Golah. Nevertheless perhaps Members of the Zionist Gene-
ral Council will be interested to learn that the conscious~
ness and willingness of youth in Israel to intensify their ties
with the youth in the Golah have beenrenewed. The Hebrew
Scout Movement in Israel has established a league with the
Young Judea Movement in the United States. Shlichim and
members of the movements have arranged reciprocal visits.
And last year the two movements held a. Joint Conference
in Israel. The Noar Oved Velomed Movement devoted a
special session of its Central Committee to a discussion
with youth groups from the Diaspora, and for working out
common patterns of action. And in order to make these
ties closer a delegation of fifteen members of the movement
of from sixteen and seventeen years of age went out to meet
the chalutz movements in Holland, France and England.
The delegation included working and student youth, yotng-
sters from the towns and the settlements, the children of
veteran settlers and also newcomers from Rumania and
South Africa.



133

Not long ago Dr. Raanan Weitz brought the greetings of
the Zionist Executive to the settlers of Grofit in the Arava.
We have the temerity to ask: Will the Zionist Organization
content itself with the amelioration of the soil alone, and not
devote any attention to preparing the hearts? Will its func-
tions be confined to providing the tools and the money to es-
tablish a flourishing settlement? - :

_VNOMINATION OF MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
"WITHOUT VOTING RIGHTS
¥ Jacob Tsur ,
(Chalrman of the Zionist General Councﬂ)

You are aware of course that the Constltutlon of the
Z1on1st Orgamzatlon empowers the Pres1dent of the Zlon1st
Orgamzatlon in conjunction w1th the Chalrman of the Zionist
General Counc11 to nonunate up to ten veteran members of
the Z1omst Movement as Members w1thout votmg r1ghts of
the Zlomst General Councﬂ ThlS arrangement replaces the
1nst1tut10n known as "V1r111sts" In this connectlon I should
hke the Géneral Counc11 to approve ‘the followmg statement
~which is made with the consent of the Premdent of the Zmnlst
) Orgamzatlon R

o In accordance w1th Art1cle 32 Para 6 of the Constltu-
tion of the World Zionist Organization, and in keeping with
- a joint proposal made by the President of the World Zionist
Organization and the Chairman of the Zionist General Coun-
cil, the General -Council approves the following as Members
of the Zjonist General Council without voting rights: Aba
Bornstein, of London; Rabbi Prof. Dr. L.I. Rabinowitz,
formerly of South Africa and today a resident of Jerusalem.
I request the General Council to confirm this statement.
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Donald Silk
(World Confederation of General Zionists - Great Britain)

The ranks of the Peace Corps teem with young Jews.
A predominent motif of those who dared abuse persecution
and even death in the Civil Rights Campaign in the Southern
States of the U.S.A. was the Jewish student daring all for
freedom and liberty. In the vast continent of South America,
young Jews —in many cases, unfortunately, divorced from
their people and ancient traditions —~ are in the forefront of
left~wing revolutionary movements.

Now we must ask ourselves: Why, in the vast majori-
ty of cases, we have not been able to win these people for
our cause? If we look around this hall and examine the
membership and the organizations-that we répresent we -
would maybe discover an interesting fact. In many cases, .
in many countries of the Dispersion, the Jewish leadership
is an immigrant leadership: it's a leadership that in many
cases and in many countries could never, in the nature of
things, assimilate completely into its surroundings. Their
native tongue is not the native tongue of the people with whom
they live. The culture and background of the people amongst
whom they live is not the cultural background of those whose
early years were spent for the most part in Eastern Europe.
But today in all countries of the Dispersion a. new generation
has grown up: they are native born; they have spoken the
language of the country in which they live from birth; its
culture and traditional history are part of their very being.
They do not need the stimulus of Jewish communal activities
as an outlet for their desire.to be of service to their fellow-
men. The glitter and attraction of the all pervading sur=
rounding culture beckons to them -- and let us acknowledge
that it is capable of offering far more glittering rewards
than can ever be offered by a life devoted to Jewish com-
munal services.
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Allied to this, we must understand that there is a genera-
tion growing up, and grown up, having children itself whose
parents perhaps knew what a full Jewish life was — and by this
I mean a Jewish life centred round the home and centred in
Jewish tradition—so that in the case of their parents when
these people left that tradition, they left something that they
knew; -but.their children have never known it. . They don't . '
know what they've missed, they don't know what they ve
given up. » ‘¢

I would submlt to you that to th1s new generauon whlch
has’ grown up since the estabhshment of the State — and we in
this room perhaps sometimes forget that there is a large
percentage of the Jewish people to whom the State of Israel
is not only an accomplished fact but something that isn't even
for them a source of wonder = and so for them Zionism and
the establishment of the State and the centrality of Israel has
not been:allowed to appear-as-a revolutmnary 1deal and a -
revolutionary movement. - Sar / ‘

With the establ1shment of the State of Israel the f1nan-
cial demands for 1mm1grat1on and absorptmn were 8o great
that perhaps 1nev1tably, they took pr1or1ty over other mat-
ters‘concerned with Israel and Zionism. As a result; th1s ‘
work had to be done. .. but as a result only too often the =
image of Israel and Z1on1sm in the minds of those who are
today reaching maturity is the image of mother and father
dressing up in their best clothes to attend a ball. No one
would gainsay this had to be done, or suggest the need does
not remain. .. Nevertheless, aided at times by certain people
in Israel from whom in the past we would have expected help
and support for ‘the Zionist Movement, there has grown up -
today the fantasy that Zionism and Israel is for the big
donor. .. And for this reason the’ young student feels no caIl‘
to act1on The young intellectual feels there is no place for
his gifts and the young man starting out in life, in business
or.in a profession, with-a home and a family to build is on-".
1y too often inhibited from participating in our work lest the
monetary contribution which he is able to give at present:
should be the subject of stricture. '
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Yet 1 be11eve and I think we must. all believe — that
Israel and the Zionist Movement can still, if we have the .
w1]l prov1de pro;ects that fire the blood

In Europe, over the last fourteen years and agamst
certain people who would object to its non-political characs .-
ter and with, at times, a derisory budget—~ many hundreds
of young people have been inspired by the Shnat Sherut
scheme — to give a year's service working on a kibbutz.
And we in England today are endeavouring by means of
what we call the "Achdut Scheme' to combine fund-raising
for the Magbit with a rich and varied Jewish cultural pro-
gramme. R

And this, I would submit, Members of the Zionist
General Council, is the true challenge. We must make
Zionism again a Tevolutionary movement. We must per-
suade Jewish students that there is a challenge in the Negev
as great as that which they may face in the Mississipi.
We must show our young men and women that the challenge
to work for their people is as urgent and as necessary as
political work for the general good. But we must bear in
mind that it must be made as satisfying and as rewardmg
as such work.

, Dr. Mareos Vodovotz
(World Union of General Zionists - Israel)

Today I am addressing the General Council with an
entirely different feeling, rather with mixed feelings, in
my new status as a resident of Israel, who is trying to in-
tegrate himself in the country but has nevertheless not for-
gotten the experiences of the Golah.

The general atmosphere in the country is not a
Zionist atmosphere. It is notan atmosphere in which it is
easy to become integrated. It is difficult to create such a
climate, but at the very least such a climate should exist
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in the offices of the Jewish Agency. I can tell you on the
basis of my own experience over the period of one year,
that most of the Latin American immigrants who are re-
turning are not doing so because of problems of finding a
livelihood or housing. They are returning because they
have not found the suitable atmosphere in this country.
And, as I'have said, ‘they do not find it, neither in the coun-
try generally, nor in the Jewish Agency. One must not on-
ly have a job and an apartment. Culture, theatre, music
are also necessary. In committee at the time of the last
General Council session there was a discussion about such’
small matters as culture and theatre and music — which in -
my opihion are very important. We discussed the impor-
tance of a smile, whether a Jew should be met with a smile
or otherwise.

‘T'am speaking not out of any personal bitterness, and
1 consider it important to say from this rostrum, that I
found warmth in the Agency, that I felt completely at home.
The same can be said of other members. But here and
there I have heard from new immigrants and also from es-
tablished residents, and even from important personalities
in our movement, that we are the exceptions. This hurts
me. We should not be the exceptions. I repeat: I am not
speaking in any spirit of personal resentment. Iam speak-
ing in terms of Zionist resentment. '

It is a brilliant idea to create a Zionist Council, for
we have the feeling, we Zionist leaders from the Golah, -
that we are not being used. I should like the Zionist Coun-
cil not to be a body made up of parties. Its purpose should
be to take advantage of Zionist forces here which still have
the unease of the Golah and can constitute elements to make
the atmosphere of Israel more Zionistic , so to speak.

. +..The youth will feel that their leaders are serious in
what they say, if the latter settle here themselves. I know
how. difficult that is and I do say that all can or should do
so.  There are also other factors to be taken into account..
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But within these limits the proportion of leaders who rea-
lize their own ideas is regrettably far too small. That is
the first step towards gaining the confldence of the youth,

. The second step is as follows Latm—Amerlcan youth
both Jewish and non,—Jew1sh are living through the drama
of Latin America. Itis a profound social, political and
economic drama, but it does not feel and does not experi~
ence the drama of the State of Israel. It does not feel the
rhythm of the human revolution towards liberty in the State
of Israel. That can be brought about by a strong chalutz
movement. The chalutz movement is the foundation stone,
the very basis of a sound Zionist Movement in the Golah,
it is the basis of any Aliyah. Our Aliyah from Latin Ame-~
rica began with the chalutzim.

The strengthening of the chalutz movement in the
Golah and the offering of a personal example, will bring to
the youth the drama, the need, the prospects of an internal
revolution, and will bring about an Aliyah of the youth,
which will be followed by an immigration of the adults.

o Reuben" ArZi',’ ,
' (Ma'pam - Israe’l) "

Imm1grat10n and absorptlon are mutually dependent
Mass immigration helped produce eéconomic prosperity in )
Israel. The reduction of the dimensions:of immigration
constitutes one of the factors in‘the present economic re~
cession; -hence too, the difficulties experlenced in the field
of absorption. o SR :

This Session of the Zionist General Council must pay
greater attentlon to the problems of AI1yah from the affluent’
countries. Obv1ous1y it is by preachlng that we shall solve
the problem. The Chairman of the Executive has told about
certain measures adopted in this sphere. Our hearts are -
open to Aliyah, by all roads and of all ages. We shall sup-
port every proposal which offers any prospect for the absorp-
tion of Jews. But it is necessary to prove from this high
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rostrum that precedence should be given to chalutz immi-
gration, which is deeply rooted in Zionist education, over
any substitute, which may remain here only for a short
while.

Last night the Chairman of the Executive rightly ap~
praised the chalutz movement, but I am sorry to say, there
is a disparity between what was said and the means placed
at the disposal of the chalutz movement. There is an out-
standing disparity between the theory and the implementa-
tion. This is proved by the facts. In the pasttwo years the
budget of the Youth and Hechalutz Department has been re-
duced by almost forty per cent, The number of shlichim to
the youth movements by thirty per cent. Youth Aliyah is
planning the absorption of 2,400 children instead of 3, 000.
The Mercaz Letfutsot, which has a budget of five millions
at its disposal has allocated no more than IL. 250, 000 for
this purpose.

It is important that we should know that last year
chalutz immigration constituted ten per cent of the total in-
flux, and no less than twenty five per cent of the total num-~
ber of immigrants from the affluent countries. Chalutzim
are absorbed without difficulty, both economically and so-
cially. The proportion of re-emigrants - Yoredim — among
them is small. It also possesses an attractive force for
the parents, and it is a stable and constructive element.

But there are those who argue — and the Chairman of the
Executive has joined them — that there are too many currents
“in the pioneer youth movements. What harm is done if every

movement tries in its own way to penetrate into the youth,
those who uphold the principles of equality and cooperation
of the I‘(‘fbbutz socialism and the fraternity of the nation,

and others,who seek to. penetrate into the religious section

of the commumty The attraction of Israel for the youth may
above all be in its social, pioneering and progressive image.
And this does not prevent in any way maximum cooperation
between the various sections of the youth movement. On the
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contrary there is a desire for such cooperation. Perhaps

we should examine the idea of bringing high school pupils

to Israel and to place them in settlements under suitable
conditions. There seems to be a. reasonable prospect that
the proportion of those absorbed here among these pupils

will exceed that among the student youth. We are conscious
of no reason which can justify retrenchment in the alloca-
tlon to the pioneer youth movements, and indeed to work in -
the Golah generally On the contrary these allocatmns ‘must
be increased. '

Immlgratmn is the e11x1r of life for the State of Israel,
in the same way as it is the anchor of salvation for the
Jewish people in the Diaspora. It is the sacred duty of the
State to ensure that absorption disposes of the necessary
funds, just as it is the sacred duty of the Zionist Movement
to encourage immigration, without which 1ts Very ex1stence
may become questlonable : :

Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum
(Member of the Executwe - New York)

For the past ten years the President of the World
Zionist Organization, Dr. Nachum Goldmann, has been
dreaming of a Zionism without parties, which accordlng to
him, must mark the eschatological era of this sacred and
historic movement I am very much afraid however that
when the doors of the Zionist Movement are flung open wide,
through the 1ntroduct10n of a watered-down 1deology and a
lukewarm programme, more people will leave our ranks than
will join them

- I wish all those who are convinced that we stand on the
threshold of a new era in which new policies, new methods
and new programmes will be introduced, every good for-
tune. If they succeed in extending out ranks it will be for-
tunate for us all, who believe in the Zionist Movement as
the binding force of the Jewish people. I am, however, a
little sceptical about the potentialities of these revolutionary
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plans, now being proposed in radical forms of organization.
I have the feeling that we shall have to work hard before we
return to the status quo.

One remark about 1mm1grat10n from the free and af-
" fluent countries.” Shalom Aleichem made the renowned sta-
tement: '"How fortunate I am' I am an orphan' "I should
like to say, however, that I am fortunate, not being an or-
phan Whatever comes to pass, however our movement is
reorganized, I am secure in the faith that with the help of
God, I am a member of a party that for many years ahead
can nourish my religious-national soul. This is my conso-
lation; it is the consolation of hundreds of thousands of
Jews who belong to the Mizrachi.

And now that central and sacred matter which is the
core of our deliberations today: the problem of 'immigra-
tion from the affluent countries. In other words: how are
we to increase the number of immigrants coming to Israel:
from the free countries, particularly at a time when the in-
flux from countries in which Jews are repressed has shrunk
considerably. Let us make no mistake and delude oursel-
ves that America is a country capable only of giving material
benefits: money and homes, wealth and luxury. That is a
falsification of the overall picture of the United States.
There are also great ideas and ideals, deeply rooted in the
way of life of the Pilgrim Fathers. America is rich in
things of the spirit and culture, consciousness of God and
biblical ideals. From such a country one can depart only
because of an irresistible internal behest; it mustbe a
spiritual Aliyah. The entire process must be accompanied
by people and conditions encouraging and stimulating the
immigrant, lending him the feeling that he is "accepted of
the multitude of his brethren' in the land of his dreams and
~aspirations, that he is on the roadto a hlgher more splrit—
al, purely Jewish way of life.

,In fact Aliyah was always the result bf strong extern-
al pressure, or because of a profound and intensively felt



ideal. In regard to the communities from which we expect

a stream of voluntary immigrants both of these factors are
still absent.: There are, we thank God, ‘no persecutions-

in the so-called affluent countries. There the urge to Aliyah
can only be internal, a desire for a more integral Judaism,
and this is to be found only among the chosen few, Immi-
gration from the affluent countries calls for a spec1a1 varie- .
ty of enthusiasm and ardour a deep understandmg of pure
Jewish life and a readiness to exchange thaterial for spirit-
ual values. Emlgratlon from the affluent countr1es must
be preceded by a basic process of 1ntrospect10n a profound
analysis of the true meanmg of such terms as distress and
affluence, and where the borders between the two lie. Here
lies the great duty and opportunity of the Z1onlst Movement
to explain that affluence is not merely a matter of bread and
~ butter. The opportunity to prosper-in all fields, to enjoy

to the full equal political and civic rights may exist in a -
country which can be considered from the Jewish point of .
view 'a country of distress', if Jewish existence and sur--
vivalare:nctassured, because of the absence of-a Jewish
will to survive as Jews, notwithstanding the fact that the
law eanid the political situation allow such Jewish survival.

‘Thefact that American Jews respond so eagerly to the
call of the Peace Corps, but show little interest in chalutz-
iut in Israel, has been pointed to time and again. They en~
thusiastically fight for equal rights for the negroes and
other minorities but remain apathétic towards the security
problems of Israel, which call for the immigration of young,
strong and educated young people. It must be understood
from what this attitude stems. The reasons must also be
made clear. The reason is not that our propaganda is back-
ward. Jewish boys and girls fight for equal rights for the
negroes, because they are still inspired by ideals of sin-
cerity and justice, inherited from their pious grandparents,
who lived by the ancient principle "Justice, justice shall
thou pursue". They do not go to Israel because their hearts
are empty; they have no Jewish content. They see their
humiliated negro neighbours, for whom they feel a profound
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sympathy. Judaism. Jewishness, the Jewish past, are un-
known values as far as they are concerned; not a shred of
these values has remained. And wherever a spark remains,
it is that spark Wthh fires the few 1mm1grants who come

to Israel ‘

Quite recently I had the opportunity to speak to a group
of Jewish students ona college campus. It was terrible to see
‘how little our Jewish university.youthknow about Jewishness
andiJew:ish history. There was a brighter student there
who quoted, in English, of course "Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself'. The source, he cited, was not the Penta~
teuch, the Book of Leviticus, but—the New Testament.

This reflects the tragedy of Jewi sh youth, who must be res-
cued from decline that is the result of their ignorance and
estrangement from Jews and Jewish life.

To create such'a s1tuat10n to attract Jew1sh youth to
Aliyah and the State of Israel, through an internal urge,
the State must pay more attention to its own spiritual fea-
tures.. It must be absolutely clear: the State cannot attract
Jewish youth in the free world by its music and theatre, its
night clubs or even its art galleries. The attraction of the

State does not lie in its English translators and its. athelstic
original literature.

' The Zioni_st OrganiZation must issue an urgent call we
should make a personal "tithe" towards immigration. One
Member of the family should settle in Israel to study in a -
Yeshivahorina university, take part in a summer institute
or in Shnat Sherut programme. In this fashion thousands of
young people would strike root in this country land of their
fathers and convert it into the country of their children and
grandchildren. It was in this fashion that families trans- - ° ‘
ferred themselves from the Old World to the New. One:
member of the family went over to Amerlca and helped ;.
another to follow, until the ent1re famlly was united on the
other 81de of the ocean :
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And now, in conclusmn a word about our work in the
Diaspora. In this respect our situation is peculiar and A '
paradoxical. From the day we proclaimed from the ros-
trum of the Zionist Congress the newly-comed motto "Our
face to the Golah", our faces began to shrink, and soon.
the entire matter will have no features at all. The fault,
of course, does not lie with the respected Chairman and
Treasurer of the Jewish Agency Executive. 1 wish whoever
envies him his job to bear his responsibility. He would un-
doubtedly be only too glad to place the largest possible sums
at the disposal of the ramification of the work in the Dias-
pora, but debt redemption, interest payments and such like
obligations, devour all that we should devote to Golah
activities. : :

" But we cannot contmue in this fashlon Not only the
World Zionist Organization and the Jewish Agency are obli-
gated to strengthen Jewish life in the Diaspora, sp1r1tua11y
and culturally, in all countries where there ‘are Jews..
All of us, without exception, :are under an obligation to -
implement this programme —'""Face to the Golah", while
our.faces turned simultaneously to the State of Israel, for
whom the Jews of the Golah have proved their ability to
raise large sums of money, and to give of their time and
energy. Atall events, our present situation, of speaking
continually about education and culture, fighting ignorance
and assimilation, at a time When the allocat1ons for these
purposes are bemg reduced from one year to the next,
reminds me of the ‘Rabbi who began to suffer from consump-
tion. The doctor adv1sed him to take walks. and to. drink a .
lot of milk. The Rabbi called together the leaders of his
commumty, 1nformed them of the state of h1s health and
asked them to take into account his new needs. Perhaps ,
they would raise his st1pend and not be so stnct about the
time he was avallable to answer quest1ons and to meet .
people calhng upon him. He requested an early reply ,
from the leaders. After the meeting, the President quietly
entered the Rabbi's sanctum to deliver the decision of the
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community. '"Rabbi'", he said. "After long reflection we have
resolved, that you may take your walks. About the milk and"
the financial aspects involved we will continue to consult
among. ourselves' .. We are in'a similar situation. One sec-
_tion of the Golah programme; that involving speeches and -
slogans, is being implemented. What remains to be solved -
is the problem of finance, which calls for the participation
and efforts of all Zionist parties and territorial organizations.
Lookmg at. the great change wrought in ‘the state of Jewish
education by the relat1ve1y limited funds at the d1sposal of
the. Jew1sh Agency s Educatmn and Culture Departments we
can gain some idea of what could be. ach1eved if all conscious
Jews were to place Jew1sh educatlon on a level no lower than
that of a hosp1tal or an old aged home

“ Mrs Z1v1a Loubetkln E
(Member of the Exeeutlve - Israel)

 Itis by no means .surbrisi,ng that there is no 0 gathering
in which the problem of immigration and absorption is not
presented in the most drastic terms. . It is no secret that
immigration has dropped sharply. It has not ceased but it o
hag dechned We have reached the stage Where if- there is -
a change the very ex1stence of the people is threatened, the -
further development of the State is 3eopard1zed and the fate
of the Zionist Movement is in quest1on And I ask rnyself
the question: Is this the result of objective cond1t10ns? are
we ourselves to some. extent toblame? - o

. 1 think we have no doubt about the reply There isno
sense in trymg to apport1on the respons1b111ty, the State or

the Agency or the Zionist Movement. We are all to blame

in the same measure. And we all bear the responsiblhty,

for we did not invest sufficient energy in the years of m’ass

immigration in educational and 1deological work, and now -

we are. paymg the price.. o oo : . :

It is not by scoldmg but by educatlonal act1v1ty that .
we can hope to exert any 1nﬂuence not by rousmg a panic



146

but by pointing to our historic experience. Of course we
shall seek new organizational forms, more in keeping
with present-day conditions, but organizational forms will
not solve the problem. We cannot build temples without a
" God. Ideas are not a function of other forms. The forms
must be the functmns of the essence. ‘

And I know that greater dut1es devolve upon us, the
State, in this field of absorption. Primarily on the institu= ..
tions which have been set up for the purpose, the Jewish
Agency and the State. We have been told here, and we all .-
are aware of the fact, that the criticism is justified. We
lack the smile as someone has already said, we lack the
heart. This is something that we must change. But we
must recall that we have sought new ways, that we found
new ways, something was changed, materially and econo-
mically much has been achieved. At one time we placed -
the immigrants in tents and in maabarot. Today apartments
are waiting for them. The Absorption Department has set
up institutions which help the newcomer to become integra-
ted in the country from the first day he is here. There are
Ulpanim for those who need them, for adults and for youth.
For two years, under present conditions the new immigrants
and their children are being given high schooling free. This
is important aid, given at no cost. Aid is also given to
students in the umvers1t1es and there 1s a range of other
economic facilities. L L : ,

The chalutz movement implies not only reinforcements
for the kibbutzim, but for the entire people, for the Zionist
Organization, for national security. Arms can be purchased,
but Jewish workers and defenders must be created by our-
selves. :

We are told that it is only a small movement. But upon
more than one occasion a small movement was successful in
saving the entire people. What would have been the fate of
our Movement and of the State of Israel if in the initial years
of Zionist activity the handful of enthusiasts were not
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forthcoming to leave their own homes to settle here, and to
bring Israel to the stage we have reached today? And that

is why it is abundantly clear to us that as long as there are
empty spaces in our country and we constitute a small pro-
portion of the Jewish people neither the land nor the people
will be built up without a strong chalutz movement. We must
do everything we can to strengthen it. :

And allow me a few remarks about one matter, close-
ly related to the question of Jewish surv1va1 namely, about
relations with Germany. The years that have passed since
the great calamity which overwhelmed the Jewish people
have not expunged our pain. Among us there are people for
whom those years remain permanently fixed in their memo-
ries, set apart from the present and the future. The period
of those inhuman acts is still raw, to be recalled only on
the Day Remembrance, when the entire people recites the
Kaddish. I cannot for a single moment forget the dangers
threatening the Jewish people and the Jewish State. Have
the forces which brought down catastrophe upon us, has the
brute they brought forth, the Third Reich, been destroyed?
Those forces are still alive, first as frightened individuals,
then in a new guise, as groups, organizations and the par-
ties which had been set up in Germany, and today they are
marching under their own flags in the streets of Germany.

I wish to believe that there W111 be a better Germany,
that there will rise up a generation that will detest its own
past, that will campaign actively against those who carry
the ideas of murder. But have we already a promise of
that other Germany, can we see symptoms of it in Germany's
political and ideological life ?

A few years back I heard here in Jerusalem from
Dr. Goldmann a reckoning of the Jewish leaders of the
free world during the Second World War. I have not got
the courage to make a similar reckoning. But if the ac-
~count is as Dr. Goldmann rendered it, then the Jews and
the Jewish leaders in the free countries remained silent
for their various reasons in the days of our tragedy, or did
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not speak out loud, or failed to-act. That was an historic
mistake. How can we be certain that things might have
taken a different course had we raised our voices? Was

it necessary for us to be the first to fly to Germany to
shake the hand of that former Nazi who is today Chancellor
of Germany, even if we got money in return for it? The
dangers of our silence, the dangers of our speaking of
another Germany are great for the Jews of the entire world
and for world democracy.
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SEVENTH MEETING
Tuesday, January 10, 1967,in the evening

Chairman: JACOB AMIT

" Continuation of the Debate on
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE,
~ ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

, Moshe Kitron
(Union Poale Zion-Hitachdut ~ Israel)

I do not think that there will be a greater influx into
Israel if we only continue to talk about the need for such an
influx. Though, of course, Aliyah is all-important. The
question is whether Members of the Zionist General Council,
are ready, after this meeting, to go out and make it clear

“that Aliyah is necessary not only for the State of Israel but
also for the Jewish people in the Diaspora, that it is equally
important for the State and for each and every community in
the Golah. And seeing that Aliyah is in a sense Redemption
it offers a personal solution to thousands and tens of thou-
sands of Jews, for the Jew who has to grapple with the mul-
titude of his problems of his own Jewishness and of the Jew-
ish entity in the world. There are hundreds of thousands in
this category. There is the religious Jew who is concerned
about the integrity of his Judaism. There is the young Jew
alert to social problems in the world, seeking some channel
for his energy. There are the parents alarmed at the pros-
pect of intermarriage of their sons and daughters. There
are the young people who do not know the meaning of Judaism
and come and ask us: Why am I a Jew and what must I do to
be a Jew ?  But as long as they keep on asking, they are
seeking their road or their own niche in the world, as Jews.
For all people in these categories Aliyah is a solution for
themselves and not only for the State.



150

For years now there has been talk of improving me-
thods of absorption and simplification of the processes in-
volved. Some progress has been registered but this pro-
gress is not satisfactory. For years we have been speaking
about merging the departments and the authorities handling
the newcomers, but the decision has only been taken now,
and we must wait and see how this is implemented, even if
the new methods are not perfect. We have been told about
a joint authority set up by the Government and the Jewish
Agency, and we hope that some progress will be made. It
is most important that they should be. But that is not all.

There is something else that in my opinion is entirely
dependent upon Israel society and institutions. It is vital,
more important than the formal treatment of the newcomers.
This is the attitude taken up towards the immigrant. Yes-
terday we visited the Knesset and heard the speech of a
former Member of the Zionist Executive, who is today
Minister of Tourism. He spoke about the work of his Mi-
nistry in putting into effect the slogan '"Welcome the tourist' "
But what Ministry is there to implement the slogan "Wel-
come the immigrant' ? ‘I would like it to be dealt with not
by any Ministry but by a great public movement. And being
familiar with conditions in this country I believe it possible
to set up such a movement. In the past year or two there
has been a great interest in the Diaspora, and even in
Zionism, in the Yishuv in Israel. I come into contact with
the youth and find that it is precisely in the high schools that
there is an interest in these problems and a willingness to
act. There is also a willingness to act within the circle of
the liberal professions. A movement can and should be set
up (I do not know what its slogan will be - "Welcome the
immigrant" or something similar) to alter the attltude taken
up towards the 1mm1grant

I believe that Zionism should also revolt agalnst cer-
tain chapters in Jewish history. There is one chapter which
raises all sorts of thoughts and ideas, and which has given
rise to stormy debates within Jewish public opinion, — that
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about Babylon and Israel, about Jewish centres and the
centrality of Israel. If there is one aspect of Jewish history
which we must rebel against, from which we should guard
ourselves, and be careful never to repeat - that is the great
sin of the Babylonian exile. We do not know how many Jews
there were in the Persian Empire. But only 42, 000 Jews
left to settle in Judaea, a tiny province of Israel, and I be-
lieve that it was because of this reason that the courage of
the Maccabees and of the Zealots and of the Knesset Gedola
and the Sanhedrin proved in vain.. How could it be other-
wise if there were only 42, 000 immigrants? And there is

a danger, and today we are becoming more conscious of it,
that if from the great empires — taking into account all the
differences in the circumstances — only a similarly small
number will come, this Third Temple will not stand. I say
this with the greatest concern. No one wants to say so ex-
plicitly but once and for all it must be stated clearly: Letus
not repeat the experience of Babylon. Such a danger is real.

I must repeat what I said previously. The various ar-
rangements and conditions must be improved as much as we
can, more than we can. We must welcome immigration with
a public movement, with the feeling that each and every Jew
must want, must know and want to be redeemed.

- Eliahu Dobkin
~ (Member of the Executive - Jerusalem)

The Premier, the Chairman of the Executive and other
speakers in this Session have placed Aliyah, or more correct-
1y the drastic decline in Aliyah, at the centre of our delibera-
tions and thoughts in this unsettled period for the State and
the Zionist Movement. If I have taken the floor it is not to -
utter a warning that the time has come for us to cease de-
ceiving ourselves and the entire world with this fateful
Zionist question. For what has happened up to now ?
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Six years ago we convened a Zionist Congress which
we were bold enough:to call "The Aliyah Congress'. Since
then six years have passed and in this period the Zionist
Movement has done little indeed to fulfil its mission. The
Zionist Movement, in effect, sought to assuage its con~ -
science by the arrival, in this interval of 250, 000 immi-~
grants from the countries of Jewish distress. We have
stuck our heads into the sand, and in our blindness for which
there can be no forgiveness, we failed to foresee the emp~
tying of these sources of immigration. The day has come
and we are seen tobe naked. Zionism is incapable of fur-
nishing any response to the most difficult crisis which has
overtaken our movement since the establishment of the State—
the crisis of immigration' I am concerned lest in the future,
too, Aliyah will be no more than a catchword, implying no
action. We have reached the critical stage when we dare -
not continue to deceive ourselves and others. I will not ar-
gue in terms of "you and we'', but will try to see the situa-
tion in the cruellest realism, against the background of the
failure of Zionism in the Golah and the acts of omission of
the people living in the State of Israel.

First of all we must do the most simple thing, which
we have not done up to now: we must make the demand for
Aliyah as the first Zionist mitzvah. We must do this ina
far more uncompromising fashion than up to the present.
Let every Zionist know that the distinguishing trait of
Zionism is no longer moral and material aid for Israel, to
which demand every Jew responds but the ins1stence upon
self-realization.

At the opening session we heard the trenchant demand
of the Premier, then of the Minister of Labour and others.
But what have we in this country done? What has the State .

“leadership done day in and day out? The State has been
educating the Golah that it must render financial aid. Lhave
received Very instructive figures in this respect. Within-
the upper bracket, including Prime Ministers, Ministers
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of the Government, Members of the Knesset, Supreme Court
~ Judges, top~ranking officers of the Israel Defence Army,
‘mayors and university professors — 220 visits have been made
abroad for the purpose of raising funds since the establish-
ment of the State. Of these only two persons were despatched
on educational missions, to encourage Aliyah and work among
the youth. (This does not include Members of the Executive,
for whom this is part of their normal duties).

Small wonder then that the Golah has begun to believe
that it is only required to provide the sinews and not the men.
We must not forego the financial assistance Jews offer for
the consolidation of the State. But we are undermining our
very existence if we regard this as some sort of substitute,
to excuse the absence of immigration. A Zionist Movement
that does not make Aliyah the chief of its concerns, is not
worthy of the name. We cannot pride ourselves on the
600, 000 members of the Zionist Movement in the United
States, and the hundreds of thousands in other countries. I
believe that it were better to give up the fictitious Zionists,
and not give up the very content, the kernel of our ideals.

The strength of the chalutz movement must not be
gauged only by the 1,800 chalutzim who came here every
year (though they constltute more than a third of the total
of immigrants coming from the affluent countries), but in_
the influence they radiate, far beyond the confines of their
- own ranks. At one time chalutziut was the apple of the
Zionist's eye. Today it has been shoved into a corner. It
must be extracted from that corner. More funds more
manpower, must be invested in it. It must be liberated
from its poverty, from the clubs it must house in basements
and cellars. Without the necessary tools and equipment all
that is being said about chalutziut will remain just idle talk.
And this at a time when we are talking about encouraging
immigration and about "Our face to the Golah'". For the
truth of the matter is that year after year we are being

compelled to contract our educational work among the youth
" in general and among the pioneering youth in particular.:
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In order to make the movement more attractive we
must overcome its partisan fragmentation, enable it to
appear as a united force, capable of coming to grips with
the changes that have been registered in the Jewish world
and among the youth. Every corner of this country calls
for pioneering endeavour. Let us restore to the chalutz
movement the vigour of its youth.

Stress upon chalutziut and upon the realization of
Zionist ideals in no way contradicts the efforts that must
be made to contact and to penetrate into all cells of Jewish
life in the Golah. It is our duty to help every organization,
every Jewish initiative, to ensure the continued existence of
of Jews as Jews, to help them in every possible fashion to
withstand the encroachments of assimilation. The happy
experience that has attended our work in recent years in-
dicates that these two trends can operate and coexist, side
by side. In fact they are complementary. It is a fact that
more than half a million of Jewish young people, of every
hue of the public rainbow are organized in various bodies.
Most of them are students, the majority of whom have not
yet developed any Zionist or chalutz consciousness. They
are members of various congregational bodies, the Bnei
Brith and the like, and maintain ties with the Jewish
Agency's Youth and Hechalutz Department, accepting the
latter's authority as a centre for guidance and education,
requesting from us shlichim, entrusting to us the tasks of
training madrichim, conducting work in the various Insti-
tutes which we maintain in this country and sending thou-
sands of their chaverim every year to this country. And
from time to time many organizations submit to us another
and another bill for payment and it is not always within our
capacity to respond to all the calls made uponus. As a
result we must neglect many opportunities which may never
recur; for some other body may fill the void. =

This development, which for some of you may be un-
expected, constitutes adequate proof of our basic assump-
tion of the possibility of co-existence. It would be blindness
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on our part if we were to neglect eighty per cent of the or-
ganized Jewish youth who have not yet come to Zionism and
chalutziut. We must continue to deal with them, too, and
make arrangements to ensure that_ the chalutz element coor-
dinate its activities with them, too, and constitute a guiding
nucleus, the leaven in the lump so to speak.

N Raphael Kotlowitz
(Herut-Hatzohar - Israel)

Israel and the Zionist Movement are today facing a
unique challenge —a challenge and a test: Will this small
State of about two-and-a-half million people, beset as it is
today by economic difficulties, be able to hold those who are
here, will be able to absorb in these difficult times the two
hundred or three hundred thousand who have arrived in these
past few years? Will it succeed in bringing about the Aliyah
of tens of thousands of Jews from the Diaspora? Itis an
historic test, and an historic challenge for if we cannot meet
this challenge, if we cannot pass this test then grievous in-
jury will be done to the State. '

It is not an easy problem and it is not easy to meet the
challenge. I spoke aboutHholding those who are here and I
believe that no amount of talking will be able to impress, in
the least, the people who live in this country— those who -
came here decades ago, those who experienced the horrors
of war and the difficulties of existence, those who were pre-
pared to go through thick and thin. Who are we to tell them:
Don't leave this country' It is presumptuous — for it is up to
us to create the conditions which will make them want to
stay because they don't really want to leave. It is not easy
for a vatik—a veteran— who after years of struggle and then
prosperity, suddenly finds himself out of a job with the lure
of the Diaspora calling him to a more peaceful life. It is not
easy— it is a test for the State, primarily, and for the Zion-
ist Movement. ' ' '
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And the second category, those who came here only
very recently, who were transplanted from a state of af-
fluence, from a position of well-being to-menial work, who
were prepared to change their order of things, transplanted
into a new social environment, experiencing economic dif-
ficulties, always having their relatives writing to them:
why did you leave us? It is not easy to live in Dimona or
Ashdod'. Who are we to preach to them? We must create
conditions that will make them want to remain' If youngsters
from Britain, from Argentme and from South Africa come
to our office and they tell me: We are sorry, but we can-
not remain— this is a challenge for us to meet! And the
third category: those who have not yet arrived, my friends,
do you want them to come here ? They would like to. They
are prepared for difficulties but speeches will not do the
trick' And not speeches by those who have not as yet set
an example themselves! A Zionist leader in the Golah must
be presumptuous to tell X and Y and Z to go on Ahyah when
he himself remains there,

When we talk of Aliyah from the West it is not some-
thing new that we have discovered. I do not want to quote
myself in this instance —but I've brought with me the Report
of the 25th Zionist Congress. At that Congress I made an
appeal to the Zionist Organization, then far richer than it
is today, and I said: It is not enough to devote 1% or 1¥/2%
of your budget to Western Aliyah' Instead of the duplication
you have — devote money to prepare the machinery now'

A Central Authority' A Central Immigration Authorlty ~I
spoke about it as early as 1956",

I cannot rid myself of the feeling that we are plodding
along in the old way of routine - of 'business as usual". A
small illustration. ‘ '

Earlier on, I received a copy of the unfinished budget
and I had a look at it—and I knew exactly the position: How
much would go for Settlement and how much for X and how
much for Y' —because this is how it has been throughout
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" the years. Things have changed — the budget, the money
allocated for the various departments, basically, have re-
mained the same. It was 70 million a year ago and 68 mil-
lion today, and 65 million the day before yesterday"...

Or, for instance, let us take this matter that is so
uppermost in our minds: the question of duplication. In 1961,
from the platform of the Zionist Congress, I brought forward
a proposal asking to appoint a Commission of three to de-
termine, whether there was duplication between the Ministry
of Agriculture and the Settlement Department:

The following proposal deals with a matter of duplica-
tion in a very important field. We believe on the basis of
data which we have studied that it may be possible to justify
the fusion of the Settlement Department with the Ministry of
Agriculture. I will confine myself only to pointing out the
following: The Settlement Department employs 1, 400 offi-
cials; the Ministry of Agriculture has 1,600. In our view
there is a certain connection between these two departments.

And then the late Mr. Zisling mounted the platform and
said: . :

"I very much regret that I must oppose the majority
proposal of the Committee of Finance. I move that the pro-
posal be removed from the agenda. It is very strange.
Should the Zionist Organization consider whether we need a
Settlement Department? There is no connection at all bet~
ween the functions of settlement and those of professional
supervision of various branches of agriculture. These are
two completely separate functions. If they had to be united
in a single place, two separate Ministries should be set up.
Only people who have no roots in this country could put for-
ward such a proposal.

Was it necessary to wait until 1966 for a Commission
to state that there is room for a replacement of officials,
for changing the scope of work, because of duplication? Or,
for instance, take the question of officials. Was it necessary
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for Mr. Sapir to come in 1966 and to tell us, Mr Pincus,
that there were one thousand officials too many‘? Weren't
they there all the time ? Mr. Shragal came once —and I
may tell you that now —and said: We couldn't bring 10 000
people from Persia because we didn't have the funds. I have
done a little statistical-calculation. and I say with a seuse

of responsibility: Duplication and waste in the Zionist Mo~
vement since the establishment of the State has' cost us more
than 250 million Israel pounds' And while the: dupllcatlon e
wentonand while-we didn't have the money to bring immi~-
grants we found money to pour into investment companies-
with which the Jewish Agency ought to have had very little
to do. T came to Mr P1ncus time and again —and I came

to hlS predecessor and I said: . L1qu1date these invest-
ments' but these 1nvestments grew from 100 m1111on in
1961 to 280 mﬂhon in 1966. Investments in 90- oompames ;
1nvestments that are not properly looked after

. The: tlme has come for a rev1sion ‘of that pohcy

And now I come. to the last pomt and th1s pomt is the
question of re-organization. I have great regard for Mr.
Pincus. When he took office I told him so and I really be-
lieved that he set out on the correct course. For the first
time a person came and sa1d openly and pubhcly, there
was waste and duphcatlon and that he was going to change__,,, ,
it. And. so I heard, for the f1rst t1me the proposal to
reduce the departments to nine, fen. departments and one
head for each department And then there started the
horse- deahng 1 sat in the 1nter-party committee and I
was approached by A and B and C to agree to three heads
for one ‘department ~and I said: "No' in this matter I will
not add chaos to duphcatmn” 1 want to know — a new im-
migrant, will he go to Shragai or Cygel or Dultzin—not
to all three of them? And the answer was: I'm sorry,
but they will have to go to all three of them. Three heads
and not one. . Why? Because you couldn't not divide the
spoils among yourselves' This is the truth.
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Harold Miller
{(Union Poale Zion~Hitachdut - Great Britain)

On Aliyah and education, I will speak about Great
Britain— about which I think I probably know as much as
most people in this hall. There is still a belief that if you
have some large mass meetings this will affect Aliyah; I do
not think so. 1 believe that Aliyah is a matter of either con-
ditions or education. In the case of Great Britain, it is edu-
cation. But in Great Britain we are not even sure of the
number of Jews in the country. We were under the impres-
sion that we were approaching at least half-a-million, but
" recently a paper was pubhshed giving some very interesting
f1gures

The marriage rate of non~Jews in Great Britain is 7
per 1, 000 and if we have 500, 000 Jews in Britain we should
have, with a similar marriage rate to the rest of the popula-
tion at least 3,500 marriages per year. In 1965, the total
number of Jewish marriages in Great Britain, counting all
types of synagogues, was just over 1,800~ giving a mar-
riage rate of just under 4 per 1,000. Two explanations
exist: one, that our marriage rate is lower than the rest of
the country- which may account for part of our small num-
bers; or two, that a large percentage of our people are either
marrying in Registry Offices, that is civil marriages or in-
termarrying. And it is doubtful whether our birth-rate is
sufficient to maintain our present population. :

Can we prevent the self-destruction of our people?

. Our problem must therefore be to furnish a ladder of Jewish
knowledge for our Jewish children and youth — a ladder by
which they can climb to the knowledge of the Jewish people
and of Israel and a basic knowledge of the Hebrew language,
and to be proud Jews. To do this, itis necessary to build
a Jewish Day School system so that a generation will grow ;
up who will work for the fulfilment of the upbuilding and con-
solidation of the State. This is a long-term policy. Everything
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else is a short-term policy — and a short-term policy means
a policy of energy and drive to organize Aliyah which we

can do and will do, and the individual will come to live here.
But whether they will stay here depends ‘on their reception.
You, in Israel, will decide whether they stay and settle here
or not. I believe over 150,000 people have returned to their
countries of prigin in the last eighteen years. You must see
that this side of our joint work is equally improved—and we
have told you on many occasions what our people need. Be-
cause this is a partnership and everybody who leaves Israel
is to us a‘headache in our ‘work.: You must deal, with-
greater sympathy, on your side. Because they are indivi-
duals with foreign passports in their pockets. :

I would like to deal for a few moments with the re-
organization. No one questions the fact that re-organization
was overdue. ' No one doubts the need for streamlining the
departments, but re-organization-is not an end in itself; it =
must have a purpose.. Is it only in order to save money, or-
are we looking -further ahead than the next budget allocation ?
This is the real issue. I have an uneasy feeling that what
we have been doing is to re-organize Zionist officials, not
the Zionist  Movement — and.that, as a resulf, we have been
more concerned with the formal aspects of the Zionist Or~
ganization than with Zionism as a polltlcal movement, This
is our real trouble. S :

‘Let us not’ forget the ordmary people whom we should ‘
attract, but do not.  The fault is not'theirs; it is ours. ‘
Zionism seems to have lost its sense of direction and its =~
order of priorities. We tend to start in the wrong direction.
To the new Jewish generation growing up in the affluent
countries, in commerce or at the colleges and universities,
the image of World Zionism is that of a tired old man: they
look at the leadership, not at the youth camps. They judge:
us by our leaders. They see us haggling over party prece-
dence, over parochial peculiarities; they do not see us
marching into the 'seventies planting our banner of progress
in the Negev, in the Galilee and wherever there is need for
it.
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Mrs. Raya Jaglom
(Chairman of Executive of Wizo;
Member of the Executive - Israel)

To my mind, anyone who takes up the time of this dis-
tinguished gathering should speak on Aliyah and Klitah only,
as this is the burning problem of Israel today and a question
which should take priority in the discussions of the Zionist
General Council Meeting at this crucial time. Therefore,
all of us who have come here to discuss ways and means of
how to increase Aliyah from the Western countries should
ask the leaders of the Zionist Movement in the Diaspora:
How are we to stimulate this Aliyah? You, our friends from
abroad, should tell us what we here in Israel could do to at-
tract Aliyah from Western countries and how we could help
you to increase it. '

I'm afraid Ididnot entirely agree with the Chairman of
the Jewish Agency when he spoke about the failure of Israelis
in social integration of new olim. Of course, we are not
doing enough but the little we do in this sphere is done entire-
1y by voluntary services on the part of all the Women's Or-~
ganizations in Israel. We do meet the new immigrants in =
the many larger and smaller places in the country and not
only in Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa. We have opened
clubs for them and most of our groups throughout the coun-
try try to help them in their absorption by organizing social
gatherings, lectures, home visits and excursions to show
them the country. We're trying to help the women by train-
ing them in various crafts so that they can earn some money.
We also help the immigrants by taking their children into
our institutions. We are doing all this despite our very great
financial difficulties and I believe that we can honestly say
that we are tackling this problem with our hearts and minds -
exactly as you preached this last night, Mr. Pincus.

May I repeat my proposal, which I made some time
ago to you, Mr. Chairman, and to other organizations to -
centralize and co-ordinate the activities of all the women's
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organizations in Israel for social integration of new im-
migrants thus putting it on a broader basis and pooling

the resources of experience and manpower which are avail-
able for the tackling of this problem. And if what we need
today is a voluntary emergency Aliyah then we must make
an appeal for it under this very slogan. There have been
times of emergency before when Jews from abroad came
here to help us and it was mostly the young who answered
the call. This was during our War of Independence and the
Sinai Campaign. As we are now threatened by a different
kind of danger, by the lack of Aliyah,we ask Jewish youth

again to take up the challenge — to come to Israel and to help S

us to build it together.

If we want a voluntary emergency Aliyah to come we
must find a way to put across to the Jewish people —and
especially to Jewish youth abroad - that the very existence
of Israel is in danger and that with Aliyah all that has been
achieved so far will be left unfinished and the many sacri-
fices of the Jewish people to establish this Jewish Home-
land may have been in vain. We must communicate this
appeal to World Jewry that Aliyah now is a necessity, an
emergency for Israel as well as for the continuity of the -
Jewish people as a whole,

Dr. David Roizin
(Mapam, Argentine)

If we wish to speak about aliyah and absorption in the
current period of Latin America and of Israel, we must
speak in entirely different ferms. For the past fifteen
years I have been hearing the same argumentation, the
same systems, the same plans. Our communities are ,
well-organized, but the younger generation, notw1thstand1ng
the efforts of its elders, is becoming more and more es-
tranged and becoming partly ass1m11ated and partly apa-
thetic.
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Yeridah is increasing among the immigrants who were
not sufficiently versed in the problems of the State of Israel
(for it was not economic difficulties that occasioned this re-
emigration), while immigration has been reduced to a mere
trickle. According to official figures, from a community
like that in the Argentine, well-known for its strongly Zion-
ist character, no more than 641 immigrants came in 1966,
— this out of a Jewish population of half a million. It is true,
it was a young immigration, sixty per cent of its members
being under thirty-five years of age, and included dozens of
academicians and about two hundred members of chalutz
youth movements, but in spite of this the figures themselves
indicate that there is little fruit for our labours,that some-
thing is out of order. . :

Aliyah from Latin America is a voluntary influx, and i
is the result of a profound and prolonged Zionist education.
It is totally different from the immigration that comes to
Israel because it has no other alternative. For which rea-
son indeed it stands in need of other methods of absorption.
Mecst of the immigrants coming from our countries réeveal:
conditions totally different from those described by the
shlichim and the promises they broadcast in Buenos Aires
or Montevideo. It is inconceivable that one shaliach should
come and say one thing and his successor should rub all that
out because there is no harmony between them. There is
no prospect today of a mass immigration from our countries.
Under present day conditions only an immigration of 1nd1v1-
duals is possible. The immigration of families will be the
natural sequel to the immigration of chalutzim. And in
parenthesis, a word about the immigration orgamzed by the
Zionist parties: these immigrants are mature 1deologlcally
and politically, and their absorption has been astonishingly
successful. They come mainly from Argentme and Brazil
they have settled in Tel-Avw and Haifa and also in a number
of klbbutzun

Al this calls for proper planmng, in keepmg w:th a
better method of selection, in order to obviate failures.
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Every family of re-emigrants severs the chain. The en-
tire structure in which so much labour has been invested
over the years suddenly collapses. We must put the stress
on the strengthening of the Zionist organizations, for this
is the most constructive type of immigration.

Notwithstanding all this I am of the opinion that there
is still room for great hope, for the communities in our
countries have been ideologically educated, and it is only
reasonable to expect that the Zionist Movement and the State
of Israel will reap the fruits of these many years of effort,
But methods must be radically changed. The Zionist Move-
ment must be led by people most of whom themselves offer
an example. of what they have preached for years and years.
Youth will have no faith in those who preach aliyah without
surcease but remain where they are, on their chalrs at their
desks in their offices.

Jewish youth and particularly Jewish student youth in
the universities, have a front for action that is closer home,
in which they live their daily lives. For example: How can
one talk about Zionism if in a central square in a turbulent.
country there stands a gallows? Youth is conscious of the
- problems close to them, those irking the countries in which
they live.

If we do not radically change the methods I have refer-
red to, then gradually the Zionist Movement will become a
movement of the Golah, a movement of sympathy for Israel,
regarding Israel as only one point of manyin’ its programme.
It is perfectly true that most of the local institutions are
controlled by Zionists, leaders of the Zionist parties and
Zionist workers, but their programmes, their practical
work, are of local character, while the Zlomst ‘Movement
remains paralyzed, without a programme, without a budget,
and in effect withoutany activity. And for that reason the
~ Movement does not reach out to the youth, it does not touch
the younger generation, who slowly become estranged from
our problems. We must speak to them in new terms, in
language they understand, which they can absorb and feel.
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In the present era when the regimes and the political
situation in Latin America are not so stable, when social
and economic crisis are daily occurrences, we must be vi-
gilant, ready to meet any negative situation that may arise.
In this respect the Zionist Movement, the Zionist ideology
must be ready to play a decisive, determined role. It must
serve as a guide for all the Jewish communities. This calls
for years of unremitting labour, the investment of the neces~
sary funds, the creation of Zionist communities, the foster-
ing of Hebrew culture, the expansion of Jewish education,
the imposition of authority upon our institutions, the streng-
thening of the chalutz movements, which constitute an un-
failing source of chosen immigrants, never for a single mo-
ment to neglect our institutions for masses, which constitute
the reservoir for the continued survival of the Jewish people.

Dr Sara Feder «
(Union Poale-Zion-Hitachdut - U.S.A.)

I cannot begin without remarking that we've had some
very curious situations that could well have been omitted.
I speak of the President of a large Zionist organization in
the United States who surely should not have said what he
did. Had it been earlier in the evening or during the day I
would have used much stronger terms' But here I say that
no citizen of one country has a right to inject himself into
the life of another country, especially when that country is
Israel, and especially if related to the security of the coun-
try. We Amer1cans know how quickly not only the Israel
press but the American press as well pick up such items.

1 also want to say here that the very explosive presen-
tation that a gentleman made in a criticism of the Jewish
Agency belonged to a committee meeting where people can:
discuss and ask questions. That was no service either, to
all of us. R |
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Now I come to the new organizational structure. Far
be it for me to say that we do not want friends for the Zionist
Movement. But what is the use of having friends who will
join us if, in the basic elements —and Aliyah is absolutely
basic today — they will not go along with us. If they, our
Zionist friends, go along with us on Aliyah there will be
"mazel broche'' in everything we do. Is there a threat then
that if we do not generate Aliyah there will be other organi-
zations created for that purpose ? This is indeed a fantas-
tic thought. Therefore we come back to the problem
We hold the destiny of Aliyah in our hands.

And I want to say without any sense of modesty that
we, in the Labour Zionist Movement, have propelled many
more people percentage-wise to our numbers to Israel.

As late as Saturday night, I addressed some of them, over .
250 from that older group who came before 1930. I want to
say to you: We take great pride in recording that Pioneer
Women, their children and those of our whole Labour
Zionist Movement have come — though not enough, of course.

I also want to record here, because I am a member
of the Association for Americans and Canadians in Israel,
and I do read the statistics occasionally. These statistics
show that in a-decade and a half over twenty thousand
Americans have come to Israel. David Breslau, the Presi-
dent, has so stated it in his editorial column. We see them
in the kibbutzim, in the moshavim, in the development cen-
tres, in all the cities; and we are proud of our American
young people and older who have come here on Aliyah.
They are chalutzim in the modern sense of the word. For
make no mistake, in our American economy, with its mid-
dle class psychology, it takes courage for young people to
uproot themselves and come to Israel. And they are here.
They're not here in large numbers, as large as we want
them, but they are here.

Our American scene is good to Jews. We can do any- - . -

thing we want in America. There was an Americanization
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process that attempted to put us in one mould. That was
effective among many immigrants, among some immigrant
groups. It was not effective among the Jews. Today we
have cultural pluralism in whatever form we want; and

we can even take our young people and propel them into
Aliyah. We have in America the example of the Peace
Corps, and what do they do? They go to help other people.
Surely no goy w111 say that we have no r1ght to come and
help our own people in Israel. Earlier there were the
missionaries who went to various countries from Amerlca
to help them. So there is no problem of the normalcy of
service to a country that needs it, if we have the courage
to face up to the fact that the destiny of Jews today in Ame-
rica requires that we attempt to increase Aliyah.

I want to speak now of the importance of the role of
the Jewish woman in the family. But much more obvious
than most people realize is the fact that she really can help
her children in the direction of Aliyah. This is not an easy
thing for many American mothers. We have to re-gear our
thinking, and we have to realize that there is something in
evidence today that was not there before. AndI look to
you mothers of America and I say to you: why do our child-
ren have to go into the Peace Corps? And if they must go
in that direction and if they must goin marches, and if the
sudden sense of the importance of the human being has
come to them, and they're not students alone, and they're
not young people alone in offices, etc. —why cannot we get
them to go on Aliyah? Here is a question that we have to
consider soberly and precisely. The short term respon-
sibility now is to come to our young people. Do you rea-
lize that most of our American young people today are
wage earners, whether white collar workers or profes-
sionals ? Do you realize that many of them are in unions,
though they may be conservatives? They can be compelled
" by their conscience to face the fact that destiny calls them
to Israel in the most critical period, today. And so we
must come to them, whether it's through whatever contacts
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we have, 'and call them to serve the Jewish people today,
as relatives of theirs did from Europe.

We cannot go on with business as usual. And so we
must, returning to the United States, get all the specialists,
psychologists, sociologists, any specialists who will help
us change the social climate in America, so that a young
Jew will say: Yes, I'm going into the Israel Peace Corps,or:
Yes, I'm going to go to a kibbutz or to a moshav, or a
development centre. What is 1mportant is that "Yes'. We
will come to Israel.

But remember this, they will only come 1f we the
Zionist groups in America will do our part
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EIGHTH MEETING
Wednesday, January 11, 1967, in the morning

Chairman: PAUL L. GOLDMAN

Continuation of the Debate on
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

Sara Kafri
(Union Poale-Zion-Hitachdut - Israel)

Those who say that active interest is not taken in
Aliyah in this country, just do not know what is happening in
Israel. Much is done for the immigrants but of course all this
is not enough. The difficulty is financial and finding work for
the newcomer, especially if he is elderly or partially inca-
pacitated, and unfortunately many of the immigrants are in
this category. So there is no reason for talk about the cold
atmosphere enveloping Aliyah and the immigrant. Thousands
of people have volunteered for work of this kind and are wil-
ling to assist in the social integration of the newcomers.
Many of these volunteers are members of the diverse wo-
men's organizations,

A few remarks about the contribution of that great or~
ganization, the Moetzet Hapoalot, which is the loyal instru-
ment of the Histadrut, in which I myself work. Thousands
of our members in all parts of the country devote time to
teaching Hebrew, for that is the first bridge between the new
citizen and the country. This immense task is being imple~-
mented with the aid of the Ministry of Education and Culture.
And I may mention here the outstanding work of hundreds of
girls serving in the Israel Army, who go from house to house
in the immigrants' villages in their efforts to teach and to
help the womenfolk, It is mainly the women who learn with
their aid. Much effort is invested in teaching the immigrants
how to run a home, in order to assist them in adjusting
to life in this country, which from all its various aspects



is so different from the countries from which the immi-
grants come. There are new alignments and relationships
within the family and in society generally and nothing can
be done to prevent the crisis that is the lot of every im-
migrant upon arrival in a new country. We organize study
circles, information work in the homes, in clubs, we or-
ganize seminars in the languages spoken by the immigrants.
I meet the immigrants and know their problems. Each of
themis a world all of her own. We organize hundreds of
Sabbath and festival parties, outings to enable the new-
comers to become more familiar with the homeland; we
endeavour to educate the mother, and to imbue her with a
consciousness of the Jewish people, which she does not
know sufficiently well. The work we are doing is not easy,
but it radiates its influence through the entire immigrant
family. It is the woman who shapes the character, who
creates the atmosphere at home. Much effort is invested
in the vocational and agricultural training of girls. Under
the guidance of the Ministry of Labour we organize voca-
tional courses for women, and run children's institutions,
which make it possible for the womenfolk to seek work out-
side their homes. In many cases, as a result of all these
activities, closer ties and friendships are formed. It is
by no means easy to overcome all the limitations and the
sins of omission, the differences in economic standards
and of the regime in our country. Sometimes things run
smoothly. Thousands of families have struck root in the
soil of our country, so let us not see the picture in such
sombre hues, let us not develop unnecessary feelings of
guilt and frustration. At the same time, as has already
been stated here, there is much work still to be done, in
the absorption of the re-unification of families immigra-
tion, which we hope and pray will increase. The influx
calls for an individual approach, more circumspection,
And it is our hope that the Public Council will succeed in
making effective use uf all bodies operating among the im-
migrants, including, of course, the volunteers of the
diverse women's organizations.
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We have convened at a difficult time. In the course of
the days at cur disposal we wished to make our position clear
to you, and to put greater stress upon the problems of the
Jewish people in the Golah. These problems are manifold
and graver, perhaps, than those of us living in this country
are aware. We as Zionists are under a special obligation
to fulfil our duty and realize the objectives we have set our-
selves, which indeed have not changed. These are the same
objectives as existed seventy years ago. Our main aim is
the consolidation of the State of Israel. Together with us
you must bear the historic responsibility of the Zionist Or-
ganization. In this country there are hundreds of thousands
who bear that responsibility, in town and in country. Letus
not negate our youth in toto. Look at the wastelands in the
Negev, see the young people leaching the soil of its salts in
order to convert it into a flowering garden, producing vege-
tables for local consumption and for export. They occupy
forward defence positions on our borders. They undertake
many vital duties in ensuring the security of our country.
But notwithstanding all the praise we have heard here about
life in the Golah, about its wealth, its pluralistic culture
and its lofty ideals, let us not forget the purpose of fore-
gathering here — to strengthen responsibility for the destmy
and future of our people.

- Moshe Dworkin
(Representative World Union of Jemsh Smdents)

I speak here in the name of Jewish students in general,
the World Union of Jewish students, and in particular and
more spemflcally, the Student Zionist Organization of North-
America.

Whﬂe here I have tried to listen very hard to what has
been sald by the various leaders of the movements. And it
seems that two trends have developed, two trends which are
both valid. The first is the trend that there are certain things
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which we continue doing. And the second trend is that there
are certain things which we cannot continue doing if we are
to exist ‘at‘all ...And I think that, as I said, both the trends
are valid but we must choose. And the choice is up to the
people, those of you who choose to come, those of you who
choose to listen, and those of you who choose to act.

I wish to submit to you that the ''to be or not to be'" of
organized student Zionism is going to be decided here, it's
going to be decided by you. By some account, many people
here are dlready beginning to make those decisions. Butl
wish to submit to you that your decisions are based on two
great fallacies, fallacies which seem to dominate the think-
ing of the decision makers who sit before me. The first
great fallacy is that American Jewish youth is lost, that
300, 000 Jews on the American campus are lost because of
intermarriage and because of their lack of knowledge, and
of commitment, etc.—all well-known to you. I think the
second great fallacy is the opposite extreme, one of great
optimism. The Jewish students are involved, they are
active. All we need is one little shaliach to swing them
over to Israel. These extremes are wrong, and they are
irrelevant. There is no total loss and there is no great
optimism, - ‘

Now if you will permit me I would like a few moments
to put things in perspective as I see for my generation.
Each generation seeks to carve out its place for itself.
Each generation has to struggle to survive, even in a world
of plenty. The first generation represented by those of you
who are sitting here, who came to America, sought each
other out. And thus you were able to start the Histadrut,
and thus you were able to form landsmanschaften, and thus
you were able to maintain a great cultural heritage. The
second generation became American by mastering the
American idiom. And these are the people who produced
the great artists and the great writers of our time; but they
did so by breaking with tradition. My generation has the -
problem of all third generations, generally known as the
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"quest for identity'". Jews, and non-Jews as well, it is the
third generation which is putting up the Swedish Cultural
House, and is becoming active in the Jewish Culmral House,
the Synagogue. ~The point is that we must speak to each
generation as it fits. Perhaps it does fit for someone to
address the audience from this podium and to remind all

of you of the great accomplishments of the Zionist Movement,
to remind the press of their responsibilities, to'remind
Israelis who wish to leave, what they are leaving. But you
can't remind my generatlon my generation which has grown
up, after H1rosh1ma and after May 14,1948.

The 300; 000 Jemsh students on the college campus
today take college life as a matter of course. It's part of
their life cycle. Whlch means that it is merely an extension
of high school as far as they are concerned, and therefore.
a postponement of the time for de(:lsmn To have a shahach
speak to Amerlcan youth by saying: We made decisions .
when we were elghteen years old, why don't you make deci-
sions when you are eighteen years 0ld ? — shows that there
is not a clear understandmg of what is going on in the .
American scene. My generation does not feel anti-Sem1tlsm
Please remember that my grandfather and John Kennedy's
grandfather were both immigrants. Whether there is or is
not anti-Semitism is irrelevant as long as my generation
does not feel it. My generation does not know, does not
remember the smell of the cheder, and they are not moved
by the memory of the shtetl, as produced on-the stage by
"The Fiddler on the Roof"'. What do we know? That there -
is a mystique. But our most dedicated and socially sensi-
tive people reject any relationship to Jewish life.

- +.A young Israeli, whom I just met a day or so ago,
told me that he was in America on the eve of the march to
Selma, Alabama, and that he was in the home of a Unitarian
minister where fifteen young people were preparing to
leave. Fourteen of them were Jewish, the fifteenth was the
Minister's son' And these fourteen people that he met with
I think are typical. They had the uneasy feeling that Jewish
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ideas, the Jewish establishment is indifferent, or at least
fearful, of change. And what was this Jewish mystique,
what bound them together? A .common view of idealism.
We heard from our Chairman that we must turn this ideal-
ism to Israel, Israel no longer evokes the intensity of
concern as in the past. Israel is safe, it's supported. And
the Jewish youth of today feel that their task is where they
are. Other causes move their hearts and minds. Viet Nam,
Yes; eivil rights, Yes; Peace Corps, Yes;Watts ghettoes,
Yes; Warsaw ghetto, No; Soviet Jewry, No; Israel, No.
Jewish affairs are simply too parochial. Arab propaganda ?
Not for me, they will say. And some of the leaders whoare
sitting here, whom I have had the pleasure of meeting,

have made snide remarks to me about the lack of concern
shown by the Jewish students on the campus, in terms of
fighting Arab propaganda. And it is these Jewish leaders
that I blame, for not having trained youth to know what they
are supposed to do. Because our Zionist education has
been done in a hackneyed and an irrelevant fashion, an ap-
proach that is not in tune with the times.

But what do we need from you? We need shlichim,
who are college trained and who understand the life cycle
of a student; who can inspire. And not non-English
speaking, self-educated, remarkable people, who come for
two years, and it takes them that long to understand what .-
it's all about. We need a budget that's twice that of what 1t
is today.

You have to choose what you can do. Are we going
to make things happen or are we going to watch thmgs go
by ?
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GREETINGS TO THE ISRAEL ARMY
AND THE FRONTIER SETTLEMENTS

Chairman: PAUL L. GOLDMAN

With the approval of our Chairman, Mr. Jacob Tsur,
I will read out greetings sent by the Zionist General Council
to the Israel Army and to the frontier settlements..

- The Zionist General Council convened in Jerusalem
follows with anxiety and concern developments on the
‘northern borders of the country. The General Council
-sends its greetings and a message of encouragement
to the men and women serving in the Israel Defence
Army and in the frontier settlements on the Syrian
border, in the Jordan Valley and the Hulah Valley,
occupying advanced positions in the defence of the
State and its frontiers,

The General Council I am sure will subscribe to this
greetmg and I request the Secretarlat to make arrangements
for its despatch '

‘Continuation of the Debate on ,
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

_ Ttzhak Harkavi ﬂ
(M’ember of the Executive - Jerusalem)

Perhaps until the representative of the students of

the United States took the floor one mlght have thought that
here we were hearmg and seeing something similar to "The
Flddler on the Roof", which is so nostalgic and so far from .
reality. The fiddler sat the whole time on the roof and '
refused to come down to earth to make himself heard. But’
ultimately he did come down, and it seems to me that at
last we are reaching the crux of the present debate.
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There was the danger —and it still threatens — that it
would descend into a dialogue between the Israelis and the
e mbers from abroad. We speak about Aliyah, instead
of you speaking about Aliyah. We speak about education

“and work among the youth, a subject which you should
speak about. And so I feel that this Session of the General
Council should begin to speak in the first person and not
in the third, as has been the case up to the present.

If, somehow or other, we could continue in the old
rut up to two, three or four years ago, when a major in-
flux was still in progress, today such a policy would mean
suicide for the Movement, an abdication of its obhgatmns
towards the State of Israel.

Not long ago a meeting was held here of teachers who
had returned to Israel from their educational missions in
various countries. Golda Meir took part in the meeting,
and summed the occasion in a pithy phrase. One of the
participants said that the Golah was not suffering from
some imaginary malady, but that it was deceiving itself
that it was in good health. To this Golda Meir replied:
Not only does the Golah imagine itself in good health, but
Israel is guilty of the same delusion. Actually neither the
Golah nor Israel are in robust health, though both delude
themselves that they are. ‘

We must intensify the work being done in this coun-
try. Much has been said, with justice, about the need to
create a Zionist climate in this country. But sucha
Zionist climate can be created only when the young people
in this country witness the arrival of young men and women
from abroad to settle here. Here we do not have any
question of conviction, of historic concepts, of historioso-
phy. We are dealing with something simple and concrete.
It is proved in the real ties between Israel and the Golah.
The question may be asked: What is the cause of the dif-
ficulties we are experiencing in establishing contact with
the younger Jewish generation in the Golah? The cause is
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the fact that the majority of the younger Jews are still
living through the great storms which are troubling the
world. They live with Vietnam and San Domingo, with Cuba
and other issues of the same nature. They are conscious
only of the drama in the world, they are not conscious of
their own Jewish drama. And they do not see their own
Jewish drama because they have no Jewish roots.

Jewish youth was roused prior to the establishment of
the State, and before that in the time of Hitler, because : .
these reached them through general channels, through what
was coming to pass in the world generally, and not necessa-
rily through their specific Jewish channels. But Israel does
not always make headlines and for that reason it does not
call constantly, other than to people with a deeper Jewish
consciousness. It does not evoke any response from people
with no Jewish roots. This is the source of our difficulty.
How can we compete with the great drama that is being un-
folded on the world stage, when the Jewish consciousness is
1ackmg? '

The question accord1ng1y1s Upon what hnes are we to
educate our young people ? How are schools to be built?
How is a suitable atmosphere created for teachers? Not
long ago I had a talk with representatives of a women's or-
ganization in a certain country. The women argued: Our
children do not want to be Hebrew teachers. You Israelis
must supply us with the teachers. To this I replied: What
sort of division of labour is this? Your children will become
engineers, doctors, leaders and executives, and ours will
be the teachers. Does the fact that Jew1sh life is so weak
imply that we must assume this mission entlrely'? Every-
thing that must be done, must be done on a cooperative basis.
Israel is obviously regarded as the centre. Today we are
already the educational centre of the Jewish world. The
growth must be organized, with the aid of all 1nterested par-
ties, by initiative in every possible form, by development
of teachers colleges, by bringing teachers from Israel, by
sending students to Israel. It must be directed by the Zionist
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Organization. We who occupy ourselves with education in
the Zionist Executive must have a Zionist address for edu~
cational questions in the various countries. Unfortunately
this is not the case in the requlred degree. There are other
1nst1tut10ns desirous of collaborating with us, which do -
cooperate but we have no Zionist institution to address
ourselves to in most of the Jewish communities.

; It is not only about Aliyah that we must speak in the

first person. The same is true of education. This is obli-
gatory It can serve to lead to the realization of our para-
‘mount mission in the Zionist Movement

Shlomo Zalman Shragai
(Member of the Executnre - Jerusalem)

Absorption efforts,:‘. in my view, will not succeed until
every one of us, from the uppermost stratum in the State
and the Jewish Agency, down to the last and humblest of the
officials, is permeated with the consciousness that each and
every immigrant coming to this country, whoever he may
be, brings closer the Redemption, as long as we do not feel
that every immigrant is a son of our people returning to the
land-of his fathers, and when he comes here he must feel
that all of us, from the highest ranks down to the last of
the officials that we are glad to welcome him. We must rid
ourselves of the attitude that we are the masters here, and
we can decide their fate as we wish. In order to make this
more tangible to the immigrant he is sent back and forth,
from one official to the next, and his requests are respond-
ed to only after the intervention of other people and the
application of pressure. In the meantime the immigrant is
taught to be disgusted with the State and all that is in it, and
is reduced to a state of despair. As long as such a conscious-
ness is not shared by us all, no facilities (and today there
are many facilities granted by both the Government and the
Jewish Agency) will be of any use. Nothing will avail if we



do not teach the newcomer to love the State of Israel, for if
he does not love the State he will not be able to overcome
the natural difficulties he encounters. Under such circum-
stances the immigrant regards the State not as the land of
his fathers to which he has returned in order to be redeemed,
but as a country which estranges itself from him. The of-
ficials of the Government and the Jewish Agency he regards
as aliens, who are not interested in his welfare, and what-
ever is given to him, even if it is beyond our capacity, can-
not counteract the bitterness that has been engendered in
the meantime since his arrival in this country. Certainly
this state of affairs will not be remedied by the merging of
the Immigration, Absorption and Economic Departments,
under three Heads, for this, in my view, will increase _
fragmentation. For our Sages have said: ""A good deed that
has chanced your hand, do not forego it' ' and it is inter-
preted ""Do not perform it with a sullen countenance'. Let
us not greet the newcomers with a sullen countenance.

In regard to immigration my feeling is that at this
Session the General Council has gone down to the root of the
matter. And if we and when I say "we'' I am referring to the
Zionist Movement here in Israel and in the Golah, and the
Government and the Zionist Executive — if we have the cou- .
rage to draw the necessary conclusions from what has been
said, this Session of the General Council can serve as a spur
to Aliydah, to the redemption of the people. It can serve to.
proclaim to the people that the time has come to be redeem-~
ed. And with this in view it must leave the alien lands and
the alien culture to be a free people in this land, bearing
the vision of Israel in its heart and soul, and realizing that
vision in its way of life. This Session can serve if it has. -
the courage to draw the conclusions that we are at a turning
point in Israel way of life, and the immigrant when he eomes
here will feel that indeed his Aliyah has been a spiritual and -
Jewish Aliyah. For this country has a rare atmosphere, for
it is here that the Shechina rests, for love of Israel is re-
vealed here in its full glory in relations between man and
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man, between the State and the newcomers and to the re-
sidents, all of whom are in the light of immigrants.

I trust that the Government, with the aid of all of us,
will overcome this transient phase of unemployment, The
renewal of immigration can also serve to generate a new
era of prosperity. I trust that this'time we will not waste
the years of prosperity by introducing luxury into our lives.

I wish to stress that there is hardly a country in the whole
world, in the east or the west, from which Jews do not come:
to Israel. This provesthat the aspiratioii to'come to

Zion has not ceased to operate, and that the efforts to

settle in Israel have not weakened.

To our sorrow we bear witness that our generation
has not ascended to the heights of redemption,  This strange
phenomenon, whatever its reasons, can cost us dearly. It
is precisely our generation to which it has been granted to
see the realization of Jewish sovereignty, which witnesses
assimilation and loss of national identity engulfing large
sections of our people. In one section there is willing as-
gimilation; inanother, coerced. We still do not know which
category of assimilation is worse. I think voluntary assimi-
lation. We must find the way to protect ourselves, both
spiritually and materially. It is not something beyond our
strength if we bear in mind three things: a. that the State
of Israel has a redemptive content; b. that people coming
here must be able to find an economic niche for themselves;
¢. that people must feel that in coming here there is some-
thing of spiritual and ,more,ascent, and that we welcome their
arrival and look upon them as returning to their father's
house. In order to create these conditions a supreme ef-
fort is necessary on the part of the Jewish people now in
Israel, and a veritable revolution in our social life. We
must raise moral standards to a higher level, there must
be mutual aid encompassing the individual and all sections
of the people. '

Obviously the State of Israel is not able to give all her
sons and daughters all that they are entitled to receive.
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Sometimes a mother is not able to provide fully for her
children, But that is no reason to change mothers. Child-
ren cannot choose a mother capable of providing for them
more generously. The State of Israel, Mother Zion, can-
not give the newcomers all that it Would wish, all that it
should. But we are giving them their Mother Zion. Of
course the attempts being made to regard the State of
Israel as the State of a new Israel nation and not of an an-
cient people, the Jewish people and the attempt to draw a
line of demarcation between Israelis and Jews, and to cut
off the Jews dwelling in Zion from the people in the Golah,
notwithstanding the fact that these efforts are foredoomed
to failure, they do not constitute positive factors in this
revolution of the vision and the redemption. And until we
recognize this failure we shall pay dearly, for it arouses
the question of our attachment, the historic right of the
new people to Eretz Israel. It is very doubtful if the new
Israel residents of this country, if one can call them that,
will remain attached to the State and will not leave it as
soon as they encounter difficulties. Nothing will stop them
from migrating from this country and settling in the lands of
the Gentiles. For one can be as the other nations among the
nations, too, better than among the Jews in the State of
Israel, and conditions in the Golah constitute the best proof
of that. In our work I do not propose that we should con-
ceal from the Jews in the Golah the difficulties and the
defects in this country. Indeed they cannot be concealed
for they are manifest. But notwithstanding all the defects
there is a rule in our history~''in spite of everything''. It
was operative not only in our struggles with others but in
our struggles with ourselves. And]I say in spite of every-
thing there is in the State of Israel as it is today more light
than in all Jewish life in the Golah, and the possibilities
latent in the State are infinitely richer than in the alien
lands. In the State of Israel we must combat ourselves to
improve things. We reprove each other. The Jews in the
Golah do not combat themselves, nor do they combat others
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and the encroachments of assimilation and loss of national
identity, which are ravaging Jewry in the Golah constitute
‘the best evidence.

The Zionist General Council dare not confine itself to
consideration of the financial and organizational questions.
Needless to say without money we shall not be able to do
anything, and if organizational reforms are necessary they
will be introduced because they are necessary and for other
reasons. Iam very much afraid that we are trying to
guieten our consciences by introducing organizational re-
forms, which cannot in the nature of things generate that
Zionist revolution about which I have spoken. The Zionist
General Council and all that has been said here has proved
something that is self-understood, that it is faithful to the
existence of the Jewish people, that it is desirous of its
special character, and hopes to see it as a people bearing
the vision of Israel and the Prophets for itself, before serv-
ing as a light to the Gentiles. This Session of the Zionist
General Council, must accordingly once again unfurl the
banner of redemption inherent in the State of Israel. It is
not for individuals alone that we need a secure asylum; it
is for the entire people in need of redemption, in order that
it may be a free people in its own land. If the General
Council will raise this banner then the people will rally
round it and answer its call.

Zvi Lurie
(Member of the Executive - Jerusalem)

It is customary to saythatthe Zionist Movementisina
state of permanent crisis, and there are people who con-
sole us with the saying: 'In our crises, live' " But it is
my impression that I will not be guilty of any exaggeration
if I say that we are in state of very'grave crisis, the like
of which I find it difficult to remember. As a member of
the Zionist Executive, with a certain store of experience,
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by the feeling that our very existence is in jeopardy. The
gravity of the danger is accentuated by the state of feeling
among the Jews and in Israel society, of which we are no
more than a reflection.. I do not know how to infect this
Session with this feeling of extreme disquiet which oppresses
me so much. I do not wish to indulge in any analysis and

I do not wish to formulate any theories. The crisis is not
in essence a structural crisis. It is not inherently a func-~
tional crisis. 1t is a crisis of being. It is a crisis of con~
tent.

We have a Zionist Organization but in effect we hardly
have a Zionist Movement. We have a Zionist Organization
a small part of which is good-and most of which~1let us put
our hands on our hearts, letus engage in a little self-
criticism, and I do not exclude myself and let us not-indulge
in any fine educational speeches — is shaky, and must be
supported daily. I do not wish to go any further in painting
the picture in its right colours, though I could, if I wished,
add. There is. no doubt that the Organization must be streng-
thened,rational reforms must be introduced, eutdated forms
removed, doors must be opened to enable the affiliation of
allies. But on condition that we foster and safeguard every
gection that makes sense from the point of the Movement
and ideologically, as a party or in any other fashion, be it

~of any Zionist grouping whatsoever. Obviously we must
-aceept the hypothesis that the present party structure cannot
be exclusive. But the debate with Dr. Geldmann does not
range around the percentage that will go to the partles and
the organizations and the non-partisan mdw1duals Itis .

far more basic.

The fashion today is to denigrate the parties. It be~
longs to the current intellectual individualism, -the nen~
conformism of aesthetes, but in this country the parties
and the ideological groupings have created many things.
The conquest of Hebrew labour, the pioneer settlement,
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resistance to the British Mandate, the Palmach were the
product of ideological organization. We are told that the
situation is different in the Golah. There the parties are
defective. I must confess that there is a lot of truth in the
charge. I am prepared to fight together against chicanery
and monopolies, but at the same {ime we must foster
~ev,e!xjy' ideological grain and not enough attention is paid to
this aspect.

- 'T'wish to say something about the territorial structure
of the Zionist Organization on a regional basis, as proposed
by Dr. Goldmann. This is not a technical organizational
matter. It is something fundamental. In this country too,
someone is heading the campaign for constituency elections,
with an approach that is, in my view, anti-ideological. In
my view it is anti-democratic. It aims at power and I do
not know power for whom. I should not like my friend Dr.
Goldmann to preach that same constituency system against
the background of Jewish life in the Golah.

Obviously a structure is not enough. We need a
structure, it is true., But a new attitude, a change of heart
is more essential. I know that it is not within the compe-
tence of the Zionist General Council to take the relevant
decision. Hence my own hesitations—1I regret very much
to say this — to speak. For an openly Zionist, political in
the most part, organization can enlist various Jewish bodies,
in whole or in part. I am in favour of this. I have been
operating in this direction for years. But only such an
organization can become the body of the Jews of the states
quo, and those who believe that the era of Jewish dynamism
has come to an end and that we are living in a static period
that must be welcomed. It will be an organization suitable
for those who are willing to subscribe to the Jerusalem
programme, as a formality, But on the other hand there
are virile though amorphous undercurrents, party circles
which do not accept the status quo. There are religious
Jews who believe that '"And may our eyes witness Your
return to Zion", is not a plank in party platform, but a
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Mitzvah of paramount importance. There are young self-
conscious Jews, subscribing to diverse opinions, socialists,
who do not know about us, or do not wish to know about us,
because they are stolidly marking time. '

The Zionist Movement can have only one point in its
compass, pointing to the broad concept of the ingathering of
the exiles, of which Aliyah is the practical expression. The
two are not congruent but adjacent, one being the product of
the other. It cannot only be part of an abstract programme,
but an expression of a philosophy of life, of intellectual
challenge, of a congregational and public way of life, of
education from early age, Hebrew is not enough, the Book
of Books is not enough, if it is not enlarged by this dimen-
sion.

In this country we have obstinately insisted for decades
on the need to bring the Jewish people here, despite all the
difficulties and the disasters. There is nothing like it in
human history. We held on here with our fingernails, not-
withstanding all the back-currents of Yeridah which have been
a feature of every wave of immigration. We shall not rest
content with two and a half million Jews. We are not alarm-
ed at the dimensions of Yeridah. We shall fight for every
boy, for every Jew. But this can be done only within the
framework of a Zionist Movement that is fired by a vision,
an ideal. It may well be that this centiry is the century of
the last chance given to the Jewish people to foregather in
its millions in its own country. This is the exclusive mes-
sage, both theoretical and practical of the Zionist Movement.
For this reason I am opposed to a new phrase that is being
coined about an end to the process of the ingathering of
the exiles, that today we stand on the threshold of an era
of individual immigration. Iunderstand the method of in-
dividual absorption, whether it accompanies mass immi-
gration or a lesser influx. Every individual immigrant
must be regarded as the millionth immigrant, as far as
absorption goes. But when we speak about individual im-
migration we are referring to the immigration of a few.
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The period of rescue immigration has come to an end but
that of emergency immigration has not.

Sometimes an exaggerated theoretical approach can
blur the gravity of a problem in a time of crisis. We are
in no such danger. With us the danger has assumed another
guise, which is that in times of stress we recognize the
problem only as it emerges, under pressure. There is the
danger that someone will reduce the problem to its compo-
nents, and will deal with each as if all were not mutually
dependent. A purely pragmatic approach trying to measure
up to the facts instead of measuring up to the theory, which
is much more serious than the facts actually are, is pro-
bably a sign of a normal organization. This is alien to the
nature of the national liberation movement. But the matter
is not at all theoretical.

I would like you to regard what I have said as not being
directed to any specific address. I am far from suspecting
the good intentions of any section of our Movement. But I
am compelled to forego such a theory and say something in
simple arithmetical terms. I force myself to use restrained
terms. I am in no need of proof that we are in need of a
cut-back, economy and retrenchment. Even if the financial
situation were not as grave as it is, it would be a justification,
not only financial, but almost ethical for such a process.

I belong to a movement for which it would be a waste of
time to try and convince it of the need of economy, for
austerity and efficiency. But in the course of the years,
by tightening our belts and before anyone thought of the
recession, we achieved a balance budget and good settle-
ments on the border, we did this in order to accomplish
one thing — to expand our economy and not only in order to
consolidate what we have, for the absorption of new im-
migrants and for the little piece of homeland beneath our
feet. The cut-back, even though justified by its own rea-
sons, even if it is the result of the critical situation, must
lead to a further cut-back, with far-reaching consequences.
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The Jewish people is beginning to be more parsimonious
and those who hold the purse-strings are beginning to dic-
tate programmes to us and say: Not for Hebrew education
in the Golah, national Zionist education is not suitable. At
the same time a pale, superficial, education in keeping with
their specific tastes enjoys an abundance of finance. There
is no doubt consolidation is necessary and so is a balanced
budget and I do not envy the Treasurer in his efforts to
square the circle. But consolidation of the Zionist budget
makes sense only if its purpose is to save the core, what
we cherish most. Inevitably there must be some scale of
priorities. I do not know of three things more important
which we must salvage whatever the distress than these:
immigration, absorption and our work in the Golah, parti-
cularly our work among the youth and Aliyat Hanoar.

‘Chaim Finkelstein
(Achdut Ha'avoda - Argentine)

The concern and anxiety with which the question of
immigration has been discussed in the Zionist General
Council is fully justified. Obviously it is the most impor-
tant question facing the Zionist Movement today. But the
problem of how to bring Jews to the State of Israel is de~-
pendent upon two things. On the one hand, the aspect of
the State and on the other the character and content of the
Jewish communities throughout the world. Permit me to
say that the situation today in the Jewish world is very dif-
ficult. In respect of the spiritual standards the situation of =
Jews in the Golah has perhaps never been so difficult as it
is today. We have a weakness to idealize the past. I do not
regard the Jews of previous generations as better than A
ourselves. ButI do know that however difficult it was at
one time to be a Jew, it is today, under existing conditions,
far more difficult. It is more difficult to be a Jew today
because it has become so easy to be a non-Jew.



188

» At one time it was hard to pass over to the alien camp.
It involved conversion, denial of faith and values, betrayal
of traditions, of family and environment. Today it is easy
enough to swim over to the other side. Not very much need
to be denied. And the alien world is now far more attrac-
tive; it is open to the Jews, and especially to the younger
element. That is why conditions for the corporate existence
of the Jews as a national entity are becoming more difficult.
The great problem facing us is that of the new genera~-
tion, the problem of the youth. What will become of Jewish
youth in the next few years? I should like to say that all of
us who are engaged with the affiirs of Jewish youth appreciate
what a wonderful youth we have. They are not indifferent
to problems, they are not conformists, not apathetic to what
is happening around them. Our youth was ready to fight
for San Domingo and for Vietnam, for equal rights for the
Negroes and for other causes. But this youth is not with us
in Jewish life. And they are not with us because they do '
not know us. They are unacquainted with their own people,
but even more than that they do not know themselves. It is
not a youth that has exchanged Jewish for alien values. It
is a youth that has grasped at alien ideals, because they
are not familiar with their own. Our Jewish values, our
Jewish ideals, our h1stor1c struggle, are all a closed book
to them.

It is in this light that we must see the problem. . So if
at the previous Session of the Zionist General Council and
at the last Zipnist Congress we issued the slogan "Face to
the Golah" our slogan today must be "Our face to the new
generation', to the youth. But it must not remain an empty
slogan. It must lead toa total revision of all work done in
this field. The majority of the young people have false no-
tions about the content of Jewishness. It does not know
Israel . :

This does not depend upon the propaganda about Israel,
Zionism or Jewishness. It depends primarily upon a different
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type of education fb:g the young people. Education must not
begin when the young*x{)erson is already mature. Education
must begin at the begiﬁ&mg We suffer from the fact that
only too often we bég:n Jewish education too late. Jewish
education means brmgmge\the youth to our own Jewish values,
inculcating an attachment to ‘the people, fostering a national
consciousness. It has been mentloned often here that our
youth must know Hebrew. Iam wholeheartedly in favour of
studying Hebrew. The youth must know-Hebrew and they
must also know Yiddish. The youth must be familiar with
our culture in both languages, and with everything pertain-
ing to the Jewish spirit and to Jewish creativity. But it is
not enough for the youth to know Hebrew only. It is not
enough even if they are versed in the Bible. We need another
type of education, something different from that developed
up to-the present. One tan know Hebrew and be a}ien to the
needs of the Jewish people.  Such things are known to happen.
There are schools in which Hebrew is taught, where the
Bible is a subject in the curriculum, where the Talmud is
studied but the people is not seen. Our struggle for national
rehabilitation is absent from such a school. Zionism must
be introduced in Jewish education. In this sphere we have
sinned grievously. We have not yet evolved a Zionist philo-
sophy for Jewish education. It is not a question of propagan-
da, as some people seem to think. It implies a total change,
no less than a revolution in the content of Jewish education,
which must be loyal to the period in which we live. We need
a new interpretation of our life, in other generations and in
the present day. It must express the consciousness of the
people, the great idea that is being realized in the State of -
Israel. The child sitting at his desk in a school in New York -
or in London, in Paris or in Buenos Aires should feel that
the Jewish State is his. This does not imply any. contradm- ‘
tion in his attitude towards the land in which he lives.

1

If we introduce these values into our education we will
develop in the youth a consciousness of their Jewishness, an
identification with the Jewish people, with the State of Israel
and the Zionist Movement.



| Dr. Dov Biegun |
(Union Poale-Zion-Hitachdut - France)

I wish to refer to a tragic lesson in our history. We . ..
still recall the day when we did not have the courage, nor
even perhaps the understanding, nor the capacity, to act, to
raise our voices, to protest so that all the world should hear,
and the cost was millions of Jewish lives. Dr. Goldmann
spoke about style, and with much justice. Who like him has
the feeling for the mot juste, for just the right formulation,
for placing a political problem in such a fashion that we who
are well versed in the craft are seduced to accept views which
perhaps we— were not ready to accept at first. I congratu- ..
late him for possessing this quality, for it is one of the quali-
ties of leadership. But it is precisely his style in relation
to one burning problem, that of the Jews of Russia, that he
should not continue to use. I regret that he is not present
here, but I assume that he is told everything that happens.

What is the style that he proposes touse? It is the
style of silk gloves, lest, God forbid, we make the rulers
‘angry, that we cause a storm in the quiet waters of Russia,
in the Kremlin. And I insist that raising our voices, voices
that come from the depth of the hearts of the Jews through-
out the world, is an historic necessity not only for the Jews
of Russia, but primarily for national unity, about which we
have spoken so much in the course of the present Session.

Do you appreciate what it means for the Jews of Russia that
the Jewish world refuses to remain silent? If I do not know
what Dr. Goldmann says in his talks, in his secret diplomacy
which is the fashion in the world, how can my sister, the
_only one of our family who has miraculously survived and is
today living in a Russian country town? I should like her to
know that her brother, that tens of thousands of her brethren,
are raising their voices, are calling out '"Let my people go' ",
the call that we gave vent to in the years 1946 and 1947,

Could we protest against England and dare we not protest
against Russia ? At a time when they say that it is the most
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enlightened country? Or is it because Dr. Goldmann is
frightened? Perhaps we will be accused of lending a hand
in the Cold War? I know of no Jewish organization in the
whole world which has anything to do with Cold War. I,
within the circle of my friends, know of no intellectual,
merchant, or workman, who lends in slandering the Russian
regime. We as a public body are not interested in the intern-
al regime of any country. We have neither the will nor the
competence to interfere. We have the right, we have the
will, we have the historic duty, to demand that the doors
be opened. We need this voice emanating from the depths
of the Jewish soul, the voice crying out for unity, for bro-
therhood among the various sections of the Jewish people
scattered over Russia and over the entire world, so that we
can comfort the Jews of Russia and ourselves.

Rabbi Dr. Bernard Bergman
(Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi - U.S.A.)

Up to the present time immigration into Israel has
been almost entirely a forced immigration. The newcomers
were forced to leave their countries of origin under stress
of political circumstances and to come to Israel. But when
we speak about Aliyah from the Western countries, we mist
not delude ourselves, we must ask ourselves what is the
power of Israel's attraction. What is to persuade the immi-
grants to come to the State of Israel. We must give the new
immigrants and the youth a spiritual content here in the
State, if we wish to attract them. And if we have been suc-~
cessful, through the Immigration Department headed by
Mr. Shragai, to penetrate into Chassidic circles and other
religious Jews, these too are sometimes discouraged by the
~ creation of religious problems which might well have been
avoided by mutual discussion and consultation with the Chief
rabbinate .
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A colleague just now said to me: Do not touch on the
matter of the autopsies. I do not intend to do so, I do not
propose to issue any decision on the matter.- Our Halachah
is democratic enough and liberal enough to allow a round -
table discussion to reach an understanding. The problem
is not an éasy one —1I understand that very well. But a
solution to problems of this nature can be found within the
frameWOrk of the Halachah. - :

And when we speak about the pamful problem onemdah-—
re-emigration, many partlclpants in the debate have under-
lined its grav1ty—I should like to say that one of the major
causes for this Yeridahis the black plague of missionary -
activity in the State of Israel. We know, and I have statistic-
al data to prove 1t that the missions have secured visas.
for hundreds of people to Canada and to other countr1es.

This is a very painful movement here in the country.

I wish to take advantage of the opportunity to comment
on a tragic news item in the newspapers, to the effect that
the Hebrew University has resolved to establish a Depart-
ment for Catholic Studies —a Catholic faculty in the Holy
City of Jerusalem' Members of the General Council’
Jerusalem the Holy, Mount Zion, the site of the Sanctuary
on the same mountain as a Catholic Faculty’ What a terrible
manifestation! We call upon the Jewish Agency, the Zionist
General Council, to protest against such a shameful project,
not to allow a profanation of the Divine Name. We contribute
funds for the Hebrew University, and we cannot permit this
to happen. Let us hope that in our times the prophésy will
be realised "And many nations shall go in Thy light", and
all nations come to the true Divine Light and say, "Come
and let us go up to the mount of the House of the Lord".
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Professor Marie Syrkin
(Member of the Executive - New York)

The question of Aliyah which is before us, and parti-
cularly the question of Aliyah from the United States, with
- which I am familiar, obviously raises both long-range and
immediate questions. I will make a curious confession here.
I am not a traditional Jew; I am a secular Jew~but if I had
to do it over again, I don't say that I would become a believer,
because I don't think that's something which one can will,
but I would have a traditional home, And I say this—1 don't
know whether this is irreverent— on national rather than re-
ligious grounds; because even when we consider the scene
in the United States we know that among our alienated in-
tellectuals many have come from good traditional homes,
but they at least know what they are rebelling against. The
danger that hovers over us is that there is going to grow up
a generation which will have nothing to rebel against, and
that in itself is, of course, a tremendous peril.

I spoke recently to a Princeton professor, not a Jew,
who couldn't care less as to whether Jews assimilate or not.
As a purely professional job he was given the task of study-
ing a number of Jewish communities in the United States
and very calmly, very cheerfully, he gave me the happy
prognosis that in seventy-five years there will be no Jewish
problem in the United States because there will be no Jews.

Now to come to the question of Aliyah. Obviously re~
organization in the United States, better absorption, etc. -
I shall not belabour these points again—~ are essential. But
these are not the magic formulas; I don't know that we
have the magic formulas. The only thing that I can think
of is this. We ask why does idealistic youth in the United
States go to the Peace Corps? They go because they are
idealistic. What we have failed to do, I think, is to present
that aspect to them. Lately, Israel is presented as a suc-
cess story. Youth is not fired by a success story. They
assodiate success with Establishment.
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who have never known the great emptiness of a world with-
out a Jewish State and to show them the realization of what .
that would mean. It can be reached only if it believes that
as an act of historic justice such a State must exist.
Koestler said, not long ago, that Zionism solves the prob-
lem of the Jew because if there is a Jewish State it will exist
and non-Zionist Jews will be free to assimilate. And that
was accepted as a formula by many. I think we must realize -
that this form of escapism, this formula, is not valid; it . ..
has been disproven by the trends of the present. We must,
I think, bring home that the wonder of a restored state is
not an automatic guarantee ofits existence. A miracle is
not inevitably eternal. True, we must not speak of catas-
trophe, or of the possibility of a Hitler in the United States,
but I think we can rightfully raise the image of a catastrophe
in history. I cannot forget the ship whith circled the shores
of the United States in 1939 — and found nowhere to land.
That ship with nowhere to land is the image of Jewish des-
tiny except for Israel —and it is an image whose force, I
think, every Jew will able to perceive. Should demogra-
phic trends continue without reversal, without Aliyah in
Israel, with continuing assimilation in the West, the lines
will converge to a fatal nothingness —but, ironically, that
ship laden with Jews may still be there. '

Zivia Loubetkin spoke of the process when the masses
were driven by need. We can no longer rely on the inert
process. We must think in terms of volition, active voli-
tion — otherwise our period may be a period of which still
another terrible question will be asked already, tragic
questions have been asked of our times —tragic questions in
regard to the perishing of the Jews of Europe; and still
more terrible questions will perhaps be asked of it in re-
trospect. The Jews of Europe were helpless before savage
forces which overpowered them, but from them—from the
survivors — sprang the national will which helped create the
State. We have been sure, until now, that the last act of
the great drama of which we were witnesses andin which we



. were participants has had an inevitably glorious finale,
applauded by the world. Was our confidence premature ?

Is the last act of the Jewish people's history in the twentieth
century to be a passive decline, a bloodless withering? The
answer to the question will be determined by Aliyah, the -
measure of life-giving involvement with the source of Jew-
ish peoplehood. -

We must try all the ways: education, trips to Israel,
study in Israel — you know them as well as I-but with the
urgency that comes from the sense of the void if we fail.

In all this talk of co-existence, with this power or that power,
we must bear in mind the more insidious threat of non-
existence should we let slip the great creative act of the
Jewish people in the last two thousand years. In this land
David conquered Goliath more than once — these Goliaths

were the physical enemies consisting of hostile men and a
harsh nature. It is our duty to see to it, and I believe we
can, that the valiant, imaginative conqueror of Goliath — the
visionary who overcame —is not, in turn, destroyed craven-
ly, not by a Goliath but by the stupid Golem of passivity.

Jacques Orfus
(World Union of General Zionists - France)

The immigrant enters upon a critical period when he
begins to doubt the wisdom of his coming to Israel and he
starts pestering himself with the question "Was I right in
leaving my home in the Golah ?"" It is then that he stands
in need of ‘social integration, friends whom he can talk to,
who can explain to him that this is a transient phase, that
the difficulties will pass, who can encourage him and help
him and enable him to withstand the temptations of Yeridah.
This case pomts up the need to create an atmosphere of
social integration.

- About the appeal voiced by the Prime Minister, Levi
Eshkol, in regard to the obligations and duties of the
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Zionist Movement in regard to Aliyah: An abyss separates
his call and the actual conditions for absorption in this coun-
try. We live in a time when we cannot rely on miracles.
When an immigrant comes here from a country—1I am not
referring to countries of distress, I am speaking about the
affluent countries — and facilities for acclimatization, and
finding a suitable place in the economic life of the country
are not granted him, no propaganda in the world, no Zion-
ist Organization, is likely to be of any avail. The World
Zionist Organization can carry on propaganda in favour of
immigration into Israel but the Jew who comes here and
writes back to his relatives and friends and tellsthem about
his first impressions of Israel is of more weight than all

the propaganda of the Zionist Organization. Thus the
question of absorption is at least as important as that of
immigration. And when the Prime Minister issues an appeal
to the Zionist Organization we must tell him that we eannot
accept the obligation if here in this country the initial part
of the duty, that absorption should be conducted on suitable
lines, is not fulfilled. '

A remark about our work in the Golah. The Jewish
Agency must not be party to the internal affairs of the
Zionist Federations. The basic assi mption must be that
we constitute a free movement, and that decisions cannot
be taken solely on the basis of the majority voting against
the minority. Nobody has the power to force a Zionist
party to remain within or even to join a federation, if that
party feels it will not find suitable place there. Moral
pressure may be applied; it may be that the Jewish Agency
possesses the function to persuade one party or another
to enter a Zionist Federation, to operate solely with the
group that exists is a false policy.

In the country in which I reside, in France, there
is something wrong with the projects that we are trying to
launch. Something is wrong from the point of view of the
Jewish Agency. The President of the World Zionist Orga-
nization, the Chairman of the Executive, have each tried
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to create a basis for cooperation of the Jewish Agency on
the spot with the Zionist Federation. But they give us the
impression that they have nqt the slightest power to compel
the Departments to accept their proposals. Some method
must be worked out, a system whereby the shaliach of what-
ever Department of the Jewish Agency, residing let us say
in Paris —or New York or England for that matter — must
also feel that he serves the Zionist leadership of the country
in which he is operating.

Jacob Katzman
(Union Poale-Zion-Hitachdut - U.S.A.)

The time has come to stop talking about Aliyah in the
abstract, and to start thinking about, and setting up, the
concrete new programmes that are required, to make Aliyah,
For, whatever may have been the situation in the past, there
is not a single Zionist organization today, there is not a

- single Zionist leader today who does not with all his heart
want to see Aliyah increase —and, yes, from America too'
The problem is: How do we go about harnessing this interest?
What can we do, in a workable way, to carry it into wider
circles —beginning, of course, first of all with our own Zion-
ist families and spreading it into the larger community ?

This is not something for which the onus rests alone
on us in the Diaspora. We cannot and we do not want to di-
vest ourselves of the responsibility that must rest square-
ly on our shoulders; but, at the same time, I have the ‘con~
viction that an even greater responsibility rests with you,
our colleagues in Israel. Why do you not marshal all the
forces that are required, not only to storm the Diaspora, on
behalf of Aliyah, but also to work on and to devise and to put
into action all those things that are required —and without
stint — to mobilize the Aliyah from the Western world as if it
were indeed a matter of life and death?
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Please do not misunderstand me. I am not trying to
shift the responsibility to you alone. As a Zionist, I reco-
gnize that besides the needs of Israel there is also the in-
nate, the essential, meaning of Zionism which dictates or,
should dictate, the personal need for self-realization through
Aliyah. But no matter how much I am prepared to share
the responsibility for Aliyah. I have to reckon with the fact
that it is not the push from America but the pull from Israel
that is decisive in this matter today. I use the word "pull"
in its broadest sense, as including not only the historic
and the cultural and the spiritual aspects, but also the es-
sential nation-building needs that have to be met and that
can have an appeal to the heart and to the conscience of si-
gnificant segments of Jewish youth, including American
Jewish youth. Mine, therefore, is not a shifting of respon-
sibility but an earnest plan: Helpus' Yes, helpus to
devise the ways and to adopt the means, and to do what is
necessary that Aliyah from my country too may be increased,
that it may begin at least to meet in greater measure the
needs of which you speak and which I accept without ques~ /
tion, o

And if this will be taken by some as a confession. of
failure on our part, so be it, I am not concerned about pre-
servingour reputation so much as I am concerned with the
fundamental question itself, and with what must be done
about it' And although I have not been mandated by the
American Zionist Movement in its totality to say so, I have
the deep faith that when you and we sit down together, not
only in the atmosphere of harangue, however sincere and
deeply felt, but with sober regard for the development of
the approaches and the methods, and the means, we can
together mobilize a growing Aliyah from year to year also
in America. :
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NINTH MEETING o
(Wednesday, 11 January, 1967, in the afternoon

Chairman: -BARUCH WEINSTEIN
ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

The names of members of the various committes of
the Zionist General Council were read out at the
beginning of the meeting. (The list is published at
the end of this volume). -

Continuation of the Debabe'oh V
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ZIONIST EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

Dr. Jose Schmidt
(Union of General Zionists ~ Brazil)

Brazil is a country of Jewish new immigrants, who
came to that country between 1930 and 1945. Today the
generation born in Brazil, the generation to which I personal-
ly belong, is taking over the leadership of the community.

It is not an easy task for us. We always argued that our el-
ders did not want to hand over the communal reins to us.
Today we see that the contrary is the case, but that there
is no one on the receiving end. For this situation they
themselves are largely guilty.

- I wish you to know that our task in Brazil is'a difficult
one. The Jews live in the centre and the distances there are
not like in Israel or like in Europe. It takes four to seven
hours by plane from one point to another. The“Zib‘}ﬁ‘ét' '
Movement in Brazil is doing good work. Whether it is doing
its job perfectly, or whether it could not do it better; is
entirely another question. I believe that the current leaders
of Zionism in Brazil can do a better job.
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For the first time two young people, born in Brazil,
have been elected to a committee. The two are my friend
Fuhrer and myself. In Brazil, moreover, the parties are
doing very good work. Every time we are told by Israel
that we must put an end to the parties; we have also re-
ceived much advice on many occasions from the American
Jewish Committee and from the Bnai Brith asking what we
need parties for.

We lack leaders in Brazil, people with whom we can .
take counsel. We have the problem of shlichim. We must
have shlichim in Brazil who are familiar with us, who know
the American mentality, who can speak the language. Do
not send anybody to Brazil who cannot speak Portuguese,
and can make himself understood neither in English nor in
Yiddish. In Brazil the language of Zionism is Portuguese.
The new youth, be it good or bad, speaks Portuguese.
Today we have Jewish schools in which both Hebrew and
Yiddish are studied. Previously this was not the case.

So I ask you: When you send shlichim to Brazil
choose people who speak our language, who know some-~
thing about our geography, where Brazil lies.

Izak Warszawski
(World Confederation of General Zionists - France)

There was a time when Zionists had the deciding
voice in determining policies in a Zionist spirit. This
was a major feature in our Zionist tactics, in the conquest
of the communities. What happened then? Contacts were
. established with the central Jewish institutions, without
the participation of the Zionist Federations in the various
countries or of the Zionist leaders, who for years had ..
headed Zionist activity, and at the same time were active
in the communal affairs. In this manner the enthusiasm
of Zionists was quenched, and they lost much of their
prestige.
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‘We must appreciate that central Jewish institutions,
however important they may be, however important the
congregation carrying on Jewish activity,cannot reflect a
Zionist consciousness, achieving organized expression in
a Zionist Movement, particularly in such complex matters
as Aliyah, education and the like; because only Zionists
trained in the original spirit of Herzlian Zionism are ca-
pable of coping with all the difficulties they encounter and
carrying out their main Zionist duties.

Our Confedemtion in France last year sent 26 young
people for a year of service - ''Shnat Sherut' —in Israel.
Some of them remained in this country. This reflects the
work being done in the various countries. We do the work
and Zionist prestige must be enhanced accordingly; local
federations must be fostered so that they develop into the
major force in Jewish life. They must represent the Jew-
ish Agency and its leadership, and thereby win over the
Jewish institutions and increase Zionist influence.

As long as the Jewish Agency fails to understand that
only by strengthening the local Zionist federation can the
prestige of the local Zionist leaders be enhanced, can the
central Jewish institutions and the congregations be reach-
ed. When all is said and done it is the local Zionist lead-
ers who are familiar with the mentality, the customs and
the traditions of the community in question; they speak
the language of the local institutions. If we fail to harness
their potential strength then I do not believe that with the
aid of shlichim alone we have any chance of reaching the
institutions. For this reason the Jewish Agency in Jeru~
salem must remember that contacts must be established
exclusively through the Zionist federations. The streng- -
thening of the Zionist federations can lead to the strengthea-
ing of the entire complex of Jewish life in the Diaspora,
and more effective observance of Zionist duties.

No gap should be allowed to separate the Department
of the Jewish Agency in the Golah from the local Zionist
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federations. They must be one. No real difference exists.
We must have the shlichim sent out by the Jewish Agency.
We must have the officials working in the various Depart-' -
ments. And there are important people who have the ex-
perience, who are prepared to carry out certain duties,but: .
they must also be prepared to collaborate with our people.
They must work together with the local leaders, they can-
not ignore them. On the contrary they should take advantage
of our loyal workers in the Israel interest, enlist them for
Aliyah, the appeals, for Hebrew education, and generally
for bringing the Israel spirit to the Diaspora.

It is only through such close cooperation between the
Departments of the Jewish Agency and the Zionist federa~
tions, inspired by the same ideals and aims, that the Zion-
ist Movement can be strengthened, and be brought to the
stage where it can furnish the necessary material, moral
and political aid which Israel expects from World Jewry.

Shimon Avizemer
~ (Union Poale-Zion Hitachdut - Israel)

I do not share the views either of the pessimists in
the Diaspora, or of the disappointed and mockers in Israel.
We know that from the very beginning of our people there
have always been nihilistic currents undermining our inner
morale. There were times when it seemed that the pessi-
mists would be proved right, but always the instinct for
national survival proved triumphant. It was always a proud
and traditional instinct. Have we, representatives of the
Zionist Movement, lost our will to survive, the willingness
to take up the challenge? Are we not all of us conscious
that our sons and daughters in the Diaspora are being torn
up by the roots? When will such a consciousness move the
Jews of the Golah, when will they understand that no true
- Jewishnational growth is possible except under these skies ?

We have heard much s’ervke‘re criticism here in regyard
to. the gloomy situation in Israel. I should like to raise the
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morale of friends from Israel and the Golah, the represent-
atives of the Zionist Movement. After all issaid and done
we are still engaged in setting up the walls of the State. We
are still trying to build up an independent State economy.
We are still engaged in the wonderful task of developing
.Jewish education, and of ensuring that Israel children from
early childhood to the age of higher education receive a
proper schooling. More than seven hundred thousand child-
ren are in the network from kindergarten to institutions for
higher education. We are living the daily struggle to ensure
Israel's security. Is this all a gloomy picture? Mistakes
have been made, there is no doubt, and no one should ignore
them. Many among us, regrettably, refuse to see the light
and welcome the shadows. But in sum what is positive pre~
ponderates in all spheres of life in the State. For the very
existence of the people, in order to make Israel stronger
and more attractive, in order to allow a refreshing Jewish
national breeze to purify Jewry in the Diaspora, we must
make it clear to ourselves that the year ahead will be a year
of trial for the Zionist Movement and for the Jewish world,
in the organization of Jewish communal life upon a broader
and stronger basis, in the intensification and expansion of
Jewish education, and in the dissemination of the Hebrew
language among the Jews of the Golah and in immigration
into Israel. These are the main duties which must be ful-
filled together, corporately and with a new elan.

Harry Landy
(Mlzrachl-Hapoel Hamizrachi - Great Britain)

Each and every one of us must be concerned with and’
must in every way endeavour to aid and show out solidarity
with our brethren in Russia. In England, we are doing all
we can. The Board of Deputles of British Jews has setup
a Committee consisting of representatives of all organiza-
tions in order to consider ways and means of dealing with
this problem, havmg partlcular regard to an approach at
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the appropriate time to Soviet representatives, I would
like to refer here to the earnestness with which the Jewish
university students are devoting themselves to this issue.
They are organizing protest meetings of Jews and non-Jews
addressed by Members of Parliament, canvassing Members
of Parliament and raising funds for this work. -It is most
encouraging to see such solidarity with the lot of their
brethren on the part of second and third generatlon British-
born Jews.

Dr. Goldma.nn still beheves in the poss1b111ty of a non-
party orgamzanon. The World Jewish Congress is supposed
to be a non-party body. In England as a result of the British
Zionist Federation caucus, Mizrachi and other organizations
are no longer represented in the British section, Can Dr.
Goldmann enforce the Constitution and correct this? I say
he cannot do so, in the same way that he cannot enforce in
England a territorial Zionist body to include all British .
Zjonist federatmns despwe the oft~passed resolutions of
the General Counc11 and Congress .

.'We have always known that Aliyah is the life-blood of
the State. Recently I was told by a high official of the Bank
of England —~ a non-Jew who has visited Israel — that the
economic problems were inevitable unless the growth in
population continued, As a religious Jew I believe that the
Divine Prophecy of Kibbutz Galuyoth will be realized. We
have until recently seen as one door closes another opens
and I am sure that this will continue. I, too, share the hope,
please God, of a large immigration from Soviet Russia in
the not-too-distant future. The prophets have told us that
if we do not go willingly we will be made to go. Anti-
Semitism is again rearing its ugly head to remind us that
we are not in our Homeland. But we must make things easier
for the would-be Oleh. I would suggest that a special com-~
mittee be set up to investigate the specific cause of Yoredim
and to recommend corrective steps. For every one that
returns, two or many more are discouraged from coming
on Aliyah, And for every one who is settled satlsfactorily
at least two others may follow.
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Yigal Allon, in an excellent speech, referred to invest-
ments and exports. Investors already here should be assist-
ed by Government loans to maintain and increase exports.

If they succeed, others will follow. If they fail, others will
not come. Let it not be a truism ''that to make a small for-
tune in Israel you have to come with a big one'". He also said
that housing and jobs are available. Generalities are not
sufficient. Specific facts are wanted and promises that will
be kept without reservations and without the cynicism of
bureaucracy in arranging a settlement. A humane approach
is even more important than comforts.

It is essential that an extract of all propositions made
by many delegates should find their way to the respective
Government and Agency Departments and not be left in the
minutes merely for the archives. If we set ourselves to face
these tasks realistically then our meeting here and all our
talking will have been worthwhile.

. Mrs. Chaika Grossman-Orkin
. . (Mapam - Israel)

It cannot be denied that non-Zionist doctrines have
taken root even within the Zionist Movement. One of the
tasks of Zionism is to warn about the course of impending
events. I have not the slightest doubt about the process of
advance and I believe in the brotherhood of nations that will
prove triumphant. I do not think that we should try to make
people's flesh creep with prophecies of a new catastrophe,
but it is our duty to prevent disaster. For this reason we -
must be fully familiar with the past, to assess the present
realistically and to work for the future. That is Zionism.
But are the representatives of Zionism in the Golah really
telling the truth about the dangers that threaten, or are they
trying to avoid seeing them ? And have we in Israel not per-
haps adjusted ourselves to this type of escapism? Instead
of uttering a warning note we are consoling and calming our -
people ?
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We are educating the younger generation in the spirit
of the dependence of Jews on philo-Semitism and anti-Se-
mitism in their milieu. That is not true Zionism. Zionism
must furnish a radical solution to Jewish nationhood, to
Jewish sociology, and also to Jewish psychology. Jewish.
pride and Jewish existence for itself, and not because of the
nobility of others, is also part and parcel of the Zionist
programme. This is called auto-emancipation. The prob-
lem of Jewish survival must be seen only in its historic
context. In history we have witnessed how an anti-Semitic -
minority developed into-a majority and how a democratic
majority can degenerate into a paralyzed minority. We have
- paid a high price for this lesson. Let.us not tell the Jews
again and again merely what they want to hear.

I regret that I must enter into a debate with the Pre~
sident of the World Zionist Organization, who is not here
at present. There are certain sections of his speech upon .
which I agree with him. The President has informed us
that most Germans today are anti-Nazis. That is not true
even if we try to be objective ad absurdem.  When he em-
barked from his plane in Lydda he brought tidings to the
people dwelling in Zion: the new Bonn Government, headed
by Kiesinger, will now be more favourable towards Israel.
And politicians in Israel found it necessary to stress that
the NPD polled no more than eight per cent of the votes in
the recent elections. Ergo, 92 per cent of the Germans
are anti-Nazis. All this brings me to the conclusion that
we are not fulfilling our Zionist duty. Neither Israel nor .
the Zionist Movement are demonstrating that tense vigilance
regarding Nazi danger. All of us, and not only those who
demonstrated in the Dizengoff Square a fortnight ago, should
have insisted that the NPD be outlawed. We should all of
us have condemned the choice of Kiesinger as German
Chancellor. The German debate is not superficial as it is
made out to be, and it is not to be solved with an argument
of "raison d'état", vis-a-vis the emotions of the survivors
of the Holocaust. If there is an economic interest, is it
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sufficient to change Kiesinger the Nazi? Can economic in-
terest alter the fact of his twelve years of service with the
Nazimachine, when it slaughtered six million Jews? Of
course I'know that there is a certain logic in all this. There
is also a certain logic in the fact that the President of the
Zionist Organization came before all leaders of the West

to shake Kiesinger by the hand, but I reject that logic. For
in keeping with that logic we feel uncomfortable when Jewish
youth demonstrates against the rise of the Nazis and against
Kiesinger in New York or even in Tel Aviv. Then it is not
so comfortable to pass unambiguous resolutions against the
Law of Limitation and against the Nazis still serving in

: leadmg pomtlons of the Admmstratlon. Thus even if we

do not intend it to be so we are furnishing an mdnlgence to
the murderer And asa corollary thereby we are 1ncreasmg
cyniclsm m our own camp.

These are: senous matters. They are far more serious

than cultural relations with the Germans. 'Zionism is ble~ .
mished, -and it is emptied of its function to utter a note of
warning against a recurrence of a national catastrophe. .
Why turn the debate into a side: street about emotions, about
reason, when everything is so simple, horribly simple? I
admit, Dr. Goldmann has been a target for too much cri-
ticism up to the present.. I am of the opinion that this cri-
ticism should be shared more fan'ly between more persona-
litles and mstltutions. B , :

GREETINGS TO DR ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN .

: - Jacob Tsur
(Chairman Zionist General Councll)

I have. requested the Chairman to permit me, on be-
half of all those present, to send our best wishes and con-
gratulations to one of our leading members, Dr. Israel
Goldstein, Member of the Executive, on the occasion of his
seventieth birthday.
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" At the reception to be held today, and I am sure on
other occasions that will certainly follow, expression will
be given to his life's work. I have no intention accordingiy
of detailing now what he has done for and in the name of the
Zionist Movement. I will rest content with the statement
~ that there are few leaders who are regarded by the majority-
of those seated here today, from Left to Right, primarily
as a friend and colleague. I am happy that it is possible
today to send him greetings as one resident of Jerusalem

to another. We have always regarded him as a representa~ ‘

tive par excellence, of the second generation in American
Zionism, in a sense of member of the "Second Aliyah" in
American Zionism. For many years now he has been ac-
tive in many fields; in education and culture, in the strug-
gle to disseminate the Hebrew language, in the organization
of the Zionist Organization, in the international struggie for
Jewish rights, on behalf of the funds, in the organization

of appeals for funds for Israel, and permit me to add as
Head of the Jewmh National Fund, in his capacity of Chair-
man of the Keren Hayesod who at the same time has per-
haps done more than any other man for the consolidatlon

of the Jewish National Fund in that country.

His has been a full life, replete with energy and
achievement. Our greetings are also extended to his wife,
who, too, has been active in public life affairs. Indeed
one cannot separate them despite differences in party out-
look. Theirs is perhaps the closest and most comradely
coalition that we know of. May it be granted him to continue
his fruitful work for many years to come, to fulfil his
national duty and to remain active on behalf of our national
culture in the Diaspora. '



GREETINGS TO ZIONIST PERSONALITIES
ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR ANNIVERSARIES

Baruch Wemstem
(Member of the Presidium of the Zionist General Counc11)

I have been ent,ru‘sted with an honourable duty by the
Presidium of the Zionist General Council to invite you to
leave this debating chamber for a while and to enter the
shrine where there are Zionist figures who are living with
us here today, all of whom, with the exception of only one,
have reached the ripe age of eighty. =

This gallery includes two women, one calling us back
to the romantic days of the Galilean Shomrim —a distinct
era in Zionist history and in the annals of the Yishuv of
Eretz Yisrael, She has and had an official title, wife and
today W1dow of the Second President of the State of Israel.
But it is not that title which sums up her personality, sur-
rounded in an aura of charm, of struggle, vision and reso-
lution. I'am, of course, speakmg of Rachel Yana1t Ben ZV1

The other is a member of the klbbutz of Mishmar Ha'
emek. At one time we sat together as Members of the
Zionist General Council. She was one of the active Zionists
in women's organization, heading Hadassah—Irma Lindheim.

Now I come to a man with whom we were closely asso-
ciated in our daily Zionist work, as Secretary of the World
Zionist Organization. Personally I recall him from the
London period. We saw him burrowing in books, mtent upon
scrupulous observance of the Zionist Constitution. He is a
devoted Zionist who served the World Zionist Organization
in the good days as in the bad. He is our dear Dr. A.L,
Lauterbach. ’ .

And now one of the veterans of the Galician Zionist
‘Movement, of classic Zionism. He,too, at one time served
as a Member of the Zionist General Council and made his
contribution towards the reinforcement of Zionist ideology
and of the Movement generally - Dr. Spann.
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Now I come to a seventy-five year old. With him we
strove mightily, in both the political and the ideological
fields. He led us to Prague, to the Prague Zionist group
headed by the Selbster, and also Max Brod and the Weltch
brothers. Robert Weltch is now seventy-five years old.

He served as editor of the "Juedische Rundschau''. He leads
us back to Meinicke Strasse, the headquarters of the German
Zionism. He held opinions which many among us did not
support, but they contributed intellectually to the treasury

of Zionist thinking. Robert Welich heads the van of the
Zionist intellectuals. Even today, far from the course of
active Zionism, from his residence in London he continues
to make his publicistic contribution, of a classically high
standard, which is perhaps not popular because it is so
serious.

There is another celebrant, Rabbi Shachter, a leader
of Zionism in Ireland, where he served as Head of the
Jewish National Fund. He, too, was at one time a Member
of the Zionist General Council.

From another world, from Czechoslovakia came
Walter Kolner, President of the Zionist Organization in
that humanistic Czechoslovakia.

The greetings and good wishes of the General Council
are sent to all celebrants, that they be granted many years
of good health and happiness.

Continuation of the Debate on
THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

Leon Kronitz
(Union Poale-Zion~Hitachdut - Canada)

Resentment, and scolding American Jewry, will not
set in motion any wave of Aliyah from that country. Aliyah
calls for preparation. Only after such preparation can one
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expect an increased influx of immigrants. Generally speaking
Aliyah from the West is not motivated by any outside pres-
sure, It is produced by the force of attraction. Such an
attraction must be exerted by Israel but not only in Israel.

A magnet does not attract everything. It attracts certain - -
metals, certainly not wood. A lot must be done to ensure
the operation of Israel's magnetic force but more must be done
among the Jews in the Golah, to make them feel the attrac-
tion of Israel.

Bialik's statement. "Verlly the people is as grass, they
are dry as timber" is as true as at the time when it was
written. American Jewry is a good Jewry, but it is sadly
lacking in Zionist enthusiasm. It is a dry Jewry. Much is
spoken about Aliyah and the youth. But why should American
young people want to come to Israel? What do they know of
Israel, what do they know of Zionism ? Not only have they
not recelved any Zionist education, but the majority of them
have never even learnt anything about Judaism. Sixty to .
seventy per cent of them do not know the Hebrew alphabet.
They never went to a Jewish school. They are proud of
Israel, but they are conscious of no inner urge to live in
Israel. What we need is to educate the younger generation
to want to settle in Israel.

I wish to take advantage of the opportunity to make the
following statement. Canadian Zionism was recently dis-
cussed in the general and Zionist press. There existeda -
serious danger of a split in the Canadian Zionist Movement,
I am gratified to inform the General Council that sucha .
rupture has been avoided. And instead of a spht what has
resulted is a state of true unity in the Canadian Zionist .
Movement, A Federated Zionist Organization of Canada ;
has been created, incorporating all groups — the Zionist, .
Orgamzatmn, :the Zionist Labour Movement, the Mizrachi-
Hapoel Ham@zrachl Herut, Achdut Ha'avoda and Mapam.

The new bofrwill carry on all common activities of the
Zionist parti# and groups. That such agreement has been
reached, is ‘llection of the sense of responsibility
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animating the leadership in our country. Each relinquished
something of his autonomy for the common good.

We are convinced that this unity will open up a new
era in Canadian Zionism with prospects for a progressive
and extended programme of Zionist activities in the inte-
rests of Israel and Canadian Jewry.

Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson
(World Confederation of General Zionists - U.S.A.)

I have hesitated to take the platform to speak at these
sessions because for a long time Hadassah has been a
valiant, although losing fighter to change the formula of
this general debate. We have pleaded, and written count-
less letters, expressing the fervent hope that the time all
of us give, at great sacrifice, to these sessions of the
Zionist Movement could be put to more productive discus-
sions than those which come forth from this outmoded
formula of general debate. Maybe if the Movement at
long last is reorganizing its Executive and maybe ifatlong
last the Reorganization Commission is trying to change
the structure of the Movement some day our voices will
be heard and more opportunities for more thoughtful pre-
sentations to the point will be part of the formula of plan-
ning these meetings.

~ Because the subject of Aliyah was made the main
theme of this session of the General Council and because
all the speeches have been directed ~ and rightly so— to
the American Jewish community —1I feel impelled to speak,
although I say, again, with great reluctance. Hadassah
prides itself as an organization that does not make speeckes
for the sake of propaganda and we will not take the plat-
form to make promises or to state commitments which we
do not know how to carry out. I did not want it misunder-
stood; I did not want Hadassah being quoted that it was not
in favour of Aliyah nor that it was not in fa: f trying to
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do everything for Aliyah. It is simply that I do not feel
that either the Zionist Movement, the American Jewish
community or the Jewish Agency have found the way to at~
tract Americans to come to Israel.

I am absolutely amazed at the constant talk and refer-
ence to the Peace Corps as a parallel example. A young
man or woman who goes into the Peace Corps goes in for
two years and returns home to his or her own community.
What is more, he goes as an expert. He goes to a country
where he is treated with great respect. He goes to set an
example. He is looked up to— and when he returns home he
feels he has made a contribution.

I think you will admit that that is not exactly the posi-
tion of the American who tries to find his way in this very,
very difficult absorption process into the Israel community.
It is our beliefin Hadassah that the programmes whick now
exist are sufficient. There are countless programmes which
are excellent, which have not really received our full and
devoted attention as the means of bringing young people.to
Israel for the Summer, for six months, for a year, or to
spendtime at the University. Giving young people contact
with Israel is the best way of implanting the seed of positive
Aliyah. If we have not sent more of them, it was not be-
cause we couldn't send more; it was because Israel was
really not equipped to handle more of them in a way that
wouldn't do more harm than good when they returned home.
It isn't a very good experience when we receive letters from
Israel from these young people, or get telephone calls from
their parents telling us stories that absolutely amaze us
about the inefficiency of their treatment when they come
here. -

I do not say it in criticism. We are all one. We have
the programme, we have not found the way in which to carry
it out properly and I think that all the speeches and propa-
ganda that comes forth will not produce the Aliyah.

2h, at our Medical Centre in Jerusalem, we
for the first time allowed internes to come

S



from South America and from South Africa. Itis our hope
that these young people, after spending these few years as
internes at Hadassah, will want to stay here. The way to
make these people have a sense of commitment is to give -
them a sense of their being important and needed in the
development of the community. And that is the ingredient
that is missing in all this discussion of Aliyah. You give
us a feeling that it is only numbers that count —and the
numbers alone will not bring them. One has to have a
sense of being able to play a role as an individual. Today .
80 per cent American Jewish youth are attending colleges
and universities, therefore you must understand they will
not feel that their special gift is in the development of the
Negev. They have not been trained for that—and if they
come here they want to make a contribution in the area for
which they have been trained.

Itzhak Artzi
(Member of the Executive - Jerusalem)

When, one day, the contribution of Zionism in the
social sphere is examined, it will be found that the Move-
ment produced two creative projects without parallel else-
where in the world: cooperative settlement in all its diverse
forms, and Youth Aliyah. It is by no means fortuitous that
to this day these two projects merit much attention through-
out the world. To this day Youth Aliyah is a source of
wonder and admiration, for the methods it adopted and the
achievements it has registered, in converting human
flotsam into proud Jews, who have taken the fate of their
own country into their own hands.

It is difficult to conceive the virile constructive role
of Israel society without the contribution of the 130, 000
graduates of Youth Aliyah, who occupy positions in all
strata, as educators and professors, agriculturists,
workers, soldiers. Statistics show that one citizen out of
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twenty is a past pupil of Youth Aliyah. Thus our graduates
constitute an important element, a central pillar of the
emerging Israel society. In Israel society Youth Aliyah
are represented mainly in the most important social stra-
tum ~ that under fifty years of age.

But Youth Aliyah cannot rest upon its laurels. It can~
not rest content with its achievements in the past. Letus
examine what contribution it can make to the current prob-
lems of immigration and absorption. In the course of the
current debate much has been said about increasing im-
migration from the West, about preventing re~emigration,
about strengthening the Zionist element in Israel. What can
Youth Aliyah contribute in this respect? o

The dangerous backwash of re-emigration, which has
affected large circles and not only of recent immigrants,
the dissatisfaction and resentment which affect many of the
newcomers, prove that no less important than the efforts
being made to persuade the Jews to come here are those to
enable Jews already in this country to strike root. Youth
Aliyah plays an 1mportant role both in accelerating A11yah
and in social integration.

In the course of years Youth Aliyah has developed
a ramified network of places of absorption, grammar and
vocational schools, institutions for secondary education,
‘places where religious children could be placed:.: All-these
many and diverse institutions can constitute a-magiiet for
all young people who in the years of their intellectual de~:
velopment would like to breathe the Israel atmosphere; who
wish to bind their personal future to the destiny of the State
of Israel. The emissaries of Youth Aliyah operating abroad
are few and we do not propose to increase their number.
For that reason I wish to take advantage of the opportunity
presented to me now and to call upen the delegates coming
from the various countries, partleularly to:those who are
trying to 1ncre§se Aliyah to Israel, .to consider the possi-
bilities offered by Youth Aliyah to younger people. The
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doors of our schools and institutions are open wide for
these boys and girls. Youth Aliyah, indeed, has proved
itself sufficiently flexible to meet the special needs of these
youngsters. Such figures as 400 pupils coming from the
countries of Latin America, 120 from the Anglo-American
countries, 140 coming from Western Europe, can be in~-
creased. I certainly hope that they will increase. In the
present year a special effort is being made in South Ameri-
ca. And]I trust that the Zionist bodies and the Aliyah Com-
mittees in these countries will lend every assistance inthe
effort being made to increase immigration from these coun~
tries. In 1967 Youth Aliyah was primarily engaged in the
absorption of young people who came here together with
their parents, from different countries.

The Zionist Movement cannot shake off the responsi-
bility for the children of immigrants already in this country.
There has been some falk in this chamber about the ""second
Israel' and already the danger of a third Israel looms large
on the horizon. I have stated that we cannot restrict our
task to bringing Jews from abroad to Israel. It is our duty
to convert them into useful citizens. The State can do and
indeed does much to enable the younger generation to strike
root here, but it cannot do everything. Immigration creates
special problems. There is the social gap, the clash be-
tween divergent cultures. The transition from the previous
way of life to that lived in Israel creates a grave crisis,
and the younger generation is the first to suffer. Thousands
of immigrant children are calling for a solution to their
problems. In the spirit of close cooperation between the
Zionist Organization and the State of Israel that is already
a tradition for the solution of these problems Youth Aliyah
has taken care of these children for many years. The sta-
tus of the immigrant is not only a function of the time he has
been in the country, but one of the social conditions in
which he lives.. The economic recession has laid bare a
sad state of affairs, It has transpired that many people
whom we thought had already been integrated, have not been
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integrated in fact. Most of the pupils of Youth Aliyah are
the children of recent immigrants. Fifty one per cent of
them come from families with four children or more. Most
come from families who are unable to give their children a .
proper education and many of the latter have already failed
to find their place in ordinary schools. Youth Aliyah offers
them a new chance in life in the kibbutzim, in the youth vil-
lages, in the institutions for special education for children
who have been the victims of adverse sotial circumstances,
in the youth centres which are run jointly by Youth Aliyah,
the Jewish Agency's Absorption Department and the Minis-
tries for Labour and Education.

There are few enterprises in Israel or in the world at -
large for this matter, which can boast a reputation equal to
that enjoyed by Youth Aliyah. The achievements it has re-
gistered are the fruit of the concerted efforts of a number of
bodies who have acted in conjunction in the best traditions
of pioneering Zionism - the kibbutz movement, successive
cadres of educators, the enthusiastic supporters of Youth
Aliyah throughout the world, thanks to whom the financial
basis for our work has been found. Youth Aliyah has given
these organizations Zionist aspiration, the consciousness
of being partners in a great educational enterprise, sustain-
ed by humanitarian principles of universal import. From
this rostrum I must express my gratitude to the Hadassah
Women's Organization in the U.S.A., to the Youth Ahyah
Committee in Great Britain, to Hadassah—WIZO in Canada,
to the Ploneer Women, the Mizrachi Women, to WIZO and
to that vast network of committees from Tokio to Belgmm
including the S\mss ‘Mexican and French Commxttees each
and every one of which has operated to the Limit of its ability
and resources, to furmsh Youth Aliyah with the high propor-
tion— 53 5 per cent— of its funds which come from these
sources., But this year we shall not be able to rest content
with what you have done for the welfare and education of
Jew1sh children. In view of the drastic retrenchment in the
Jemsh Agency 8 budget we must make new demands on you.
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We shall extend our work to Latin America, which with the
exception of Mexico does not participate in this aspect of
our work. I trust that your response to our call will be
positive and that you will do what you can to relieve the
suffering of Jew1sh ch11dren. , :

Harry HurW1tz
(Herut—Hatzohar = South. Afmca)

: .‘-For, yeax_'s now, we have been.stressmg and over- ;
emphasizing the structural defects of the Zionist Movement.
We have described the parties as the root of all evil. We
have attempted to 11qu1date the partles to reduce thelr
infhience and have suggested that the doors of the Zionist
Movement are closed to others. At the opening session of '
this Council, the President of the Orgamzanon accused
certain sections of the Israel press of presenting a biased
and d1$torted plcture of the situation in the country and on
Monday morning, in the second portlon of his address, he
stated that as long as Z1on1sm is based on Zionist political
parties we will not fulfil our mission. These words of the
President are harmful to the cause of Zionism, to the
image of the Zionist Movement in the eyes of the young
generation as the very things of which he accused sectlons
of the Israel press. You say that this Zionist Movement
as it is presently constituted is unable to fulfil the mission
of Zionism. So what do you want from this young genera~
tion of the twenty-flves and under? How do you expect to
attract them to a Movement whose Presidency declares,
openly and publicly, that it is incapable of fulfilling its
mission. Knowing full well that with the best will in the
world and all the efforts that he will make to affect struc-

- tural changes, the reality is that the parties cannot be le-
gislated out of existence, they will not go into voluntary
liquidation; there may be certain modifications, but basic-
ally the Zionist Movement will continue to function as here-
tofore. And, therefore, what is our message to this young
generation? What is our appeal to the twenty-fives and
under ?
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I have the feeling that this whole attack on the party
structure is a smokescreen to cover the real malaise in the
Movement. I'm sorry that Mr. Pincus, in his excllient ad-
dress, felt that we should not say, again and again, that
what we face is a deep-seated spiritual and ideological
crisis. Itis so- and I believe that by emphasizing the
structural changes we have put the cart before the horse.
We are much more interested in the outer garment and less
concerned, for the moment, with the soul of this Movement
which is so vital to the intellectuals, to the young genera-
tion. And, therefore, my appeal,to the President of the
Organization and to his colleagues,is to stop sniping at the
parties. They are not damaging the parties. On the contra~
ry, their attack on the party structure is creating a rare
unity among various groupings. They are damagmg the
image of the Zionist Movement as a whole.

Actually, what is it that they want ? My first expe=
rience of a General Council was when the President appeared
on this platform and asked for the right to negotiate with the
Synagogue Council of the United States in order to bring
them into the Movement. We gave him the authority o do
so. Then the President asked that he be permitted to
invite youth delegations to the Congress. We gave him the
right to do so. The President alsoasked for the right to
invite representatives of communities to address the Con~
gress on the last occasion. The President asked for the
right to co-opt non-political personalities to the Executive. -
We gave him the authority to do so. We regret that not all
these new members of the Executive were present at this
session of the Council. What more is it that they want?
What more is it that they ask? We are now told that there -
are sections of the people, that there are elements who
still cannot find their place within the Zlomst Movement,
I deny this. 'I beheve that anyone ‘who is really and serlous-
ly interested in semng the cause of Israel and Zion can ~
find h18 pla‘.ce w1thin thlS Orgamzation
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- I come from South Africa. We have a Zionist Federa-
tion which I believe, in its structural composition, is al-
ready twenty years in advance of most territorial organi-
zations. It 1s an organization in which there are parues .
and there is a non-party group, and there are women and
youth and medlcal groups and sports orgamzatlons We.
live together we work in harmony. We have our d1fferen—
ces, somet1mes more acute than others, but generally we
have succeeded in fmdmg a unity in dwersn;y We can hope
for no more than that other territorial Zionist orgamzatlons
should follow our model. :

I see no necessity for further structural changes and
for surrendering to the few individuals or groups who are
still not satisfied because, as you know, the chain is as
strong as its weakest link —and I would hate to see the
Zionist Movement diluted for the benefit of those who are
today standing aside, and who have for the last ten years
or twenty years stood outside. We must at all times not
confuse Zionists with friends of Israel whose service to the
cause is limited both in scope and i in vision and in its dura-
tion.

Dr. Berl Frymer
(Union Poale Zlon-Hltachdut - Israel)

‘ Fist of all I wish to deal with the question of reorga-
nization. I do not believe that this is the panacea for our
ills. However I favour reorganization for what we have at
present is certainly not good. But there are two conditions
a. Any reorganization that is not in keeping with the demo~
cratic nature of our movement is foredoomed. There is no
substitute for the simple method known as. elecnons and if
one adds other organizations to the existing Zionist partles
the character of the Movement will by no means be changed '
thereby. b. There is also the question whether this re-
‘organization is capable of attracting the youth. I am fairly
familiar with the latter. In the Argentine I spent days and
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nights in seminars for these young people. I know the youth
from America too, and perhaps the greatest danger threat- -
ening our movement is that it has no younger cadres.

The truth must be told: In the centres, in the congre-
gations, young people are present. However to this day the
Movement has not shown itself capable of bringing into its
ranks these younger elements.

In this light the attack on the ideologies of the parties
seems to me to be an obsession. With an abstract Zionism
one cannot come to young people. Young men and women
regard the Zionist Movement as part of the establishment
which possesses no romantic aura or ideological attraction.
If it is at all capable of attraction it will be to religious ele-
ments because it provides humanistic, spiritual content for
- some of them. And for a large section of the youth which is
by nature belligerently liberal and socialistic, the challenge
of pioneering Israel can prove attractive. Any other frame-
work other than parties has not been invented by any demo-
eracy in the world.

I look forward with horror to a Zionist Organization
which will be no more than a club for leaders , sans content,
without any influence among the Jewish masses. I believe
that of all bridges that connect Israel with the Golah, the
most important in the last resort is the cultural-spiritual.
Do not say: What is the use of the few millions of pounds
for education in the light of the great needs of American
Jewry which spends 65 million dollars a year on education,
and this too is no more than a drop in the ocean?

Julian Mercer ‘
(World Union of General Zionists - Austraha)

I bring to the Zionist General Councﬂ the greetings of -
a small, but very active and progressive Jewish community —
the Jewish community of Australia. We are proud, I think
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with much justice, of our achievements. Our community
counts seventy thousand souls, living mainly in two cities,
Sydney and Melbourne, and we have collected one million -
dollars for the Appeal, that is the highest per capita con-
tr1but1on in the world We have eight day-schools, one of

- which 1s renowned with 1, 500 pupils. We. have three Jew-
ish newspapers, two ]ournals youth organizations affiliated
to all the movements, who are assmted by six shlichim from
Israel, -~ : :

" We have much influence on the Board of Deputies,
whlch indeed isa Zionist Board. There are people here
who know thls .we have a steady Ahyah of chalutzim. Ten
to ﬁfteen young people of the various Zionist youth organi-
zations come to Israel every year, in addition to about one
hundred enngrants to Israel in other categories. We have
done a lot in the field of public relations. '

We have a federation which has been in existence for
some twenty years and which can serve as an example for
other countries. Under the roof of this federation we have
all Zionist parties without exception. In our Constitution
we have a paragraph —for twelve years now — according to
which those who do not wish to belong to a Zionist party -
can join the federation on a personal basis. I can promise
you that by the next session I hope with God's help to bring
you a photograph of such an individual member. But up to
the present no application for personal membership has been
lodged. This perhaps is a good thing because if fifty in-
dividual members applied for membersh1p we should have
on our hands the problem of how to grant them the repre-
sentation to which they are entitled, notwithstanding the
fact that they have nothing in common. But we are concern-
ed about what will happen in another twenty years, How are
we to ensure the survival of the Jewish people. And when
we consider the situation we must come to the conclusion
that if we wish to attract the youth there is only one way.
The youht must be inspired with a Zionist ideal, with - ,
national consciousness, must become organically bound up -
with Jewish life and with the Jewish future. '
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It is surely not fortuitous that the strongest organiza-
tion, that which possesses the most powerful attraction for
the youth and which shows the best results is the Mizrachi.
This has already been mentioned here. I am not a member
of the Mizrachi, but I must take my hat off to this organiza-
tion, for reasons which are perfectly simple. The Mizrachi
has a maximalist ideology, with which it comes to the youth,
and as long as we do not likewise, we shall not be able to
conquer the youth. Ideals can be fostered if we have a strong
Zionist organization at our disposal. Not an adulterated or-
ganization, but one that is capable of puttmg its ideals into
practice.

Aron lais
(Representatlve of the Delegation of the Youth Movements
in Israel)

It is an honour to me to be able to bring before this
august gathering of the Zionist General Council the attitude
and views of the Maccabi World Organization on problems o
engaging this session. From the very inception of our work
we have regarded the physical education of youth as a means
for bringing them into a Jewish framework and as prepara-
tion for duties towards the Jewish people and our country.
A return to Jewishness precedes the return to Zion — this
truth is as valid today as it was when Zionism set forth on
its road. We have accordingly considered it our task to
attract Jewish youth, who are still unorganized and are
indifferent to Jewish problems, to the youthclubs where they
can meet young people of their own age, and engage in sport
and physical culture in keeping with the spirit of fair play,
self-discipline and preparation for future tasks. In our
own era the demands made by youth in this affluent society
have multiplied after the Second World War. Excellently
equipped clubs have been set up, and in order to get the young
people into them they must be adjusted to their needs. While
training in sport is in progress and between one activity and

it
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another‘one‘can give the young some information about
their own history, about the national revolution and the
role played by Jewish young men and women in that revolu-
tion. '

- .. Individuals have always been attracted to the chalutz
ideal. But we see before us the broad masses of Jewish
youth going to non-Jewish clubs or completély unorganized,
descending into apathy with no Jewish thinking to sustain
them, For this reason we have evolved a programme that
can prove attractive for all youngsters, that does not imply
any obligation to settle in Israel forthwith, that does not tie
the young person down into any partisan framework, but open
new doors for integration in a Jewish atmosphere. Once the
boy or girl enters the Maccabi framework he remains there,
for in the club he finds a chance of developing his personal-
ity.. The environment is comradely; it is one of equality
and fraternity, with no dogmatic political fetters. This is
the initial stage, and when he is integrated into the club he
finds an interest also in Jewish educational activity. Sport-
ing activity has never been an end in itself but rather -

a means to an end. This end, we believe, must be the con=
Yinued existence of the Jewish people, because it is only when
the boy or girl is convinced of the need for the continued
existence of Jewry that we will feel the need to settle in
Israel. To foster that obligation to ensure Jewish survival
requires a close bond with the State of Israel. This can be
achieved only with the aid of shlichim of a suitably high
standard, inspired by the Maccabi ideals. We have embark-
ed upon certain activities with the aid of the Youth and He-
chalutz Department of the Jewish Agency. But at a time
when the number of our members is increasing we find that
the aid extended by the Agency is diminishing. Today we
find ourselves in the ridiculous situation of only five shli-
chim operating among our members throughout the world.
We suffer discrimination because we are not affiliated to any
one of the political parties or factions represented in the
Jewish Agency or the Zionist General Council. We do not
share in-the party key, notwithstanding the fact that our



numbers are far larger than parties who share out between
themselves the quotas of shlichim and the financial alloca-
tions for youth work. In this period of search for new ways
and methods, of bringing Zionistgroups into the Zionist
Organization the General Council must resolve on an increase
in the funds allocated to the Youth and Hechalutz Department.
We, representatives of Maccabi, call for adequate considera-
tion for the scope and quahty of the work we are domg among
the youth. ~ :

Rabbi Dr. Simon Federbusch
(Virilist - United States)

I consider this session of the Zionist General Council
particularly important for,in view of the crisis in which the
Zionist Movement finds itself especially in the field of
Aliyah there is the feehng that Zionism is about to face a
new test in which it must prove itself and justify its continued
existence, and show that even in the present period itis
capable of firing the masses with a pioneering spirit, not
only in view of distress in the Golah, but because of love of
Israel. That love is a lofty altruistic love, 1ndependent of
the pressures in the Golah and motivated by an asp1rat1on
towards 1nd1v1dual and national redemption ‘

‘ Hence our. respons1b111ty to undertake. the new. task
which has been summed up in the motto "With our face to
the Golah". Regrettably in Mr. Pincus' excellent speech
we were not told what the Executive had done to put this
slogan into practice. On the contrary I know that in the -
course of the year the allocations to the Departments for =
Education and Culture were cut down further. The Executive
and the Zionist Organization must concern themselves about
a more intensive Jewish education, greater attachment to
Eretz Israel, and a more basm mest concept

If we speak about integral Jewish educauon as essent1a1

-2

for sstting in motiou any wave of immigration from the more
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affluent countries, this is possible only on the basis of
the eternal values of the Torah. Religious education in
this spirit gives rhyme and reason to the personal life of
every Jew; it is this education that has enabled the sur-
vival of Jews throughout centuries of ‘aliendtion and suf- -
fering. It is this education which lit up the darkness of the
Golah with the light of hope for redemption. It has been
said that Torah will go forth from Zion, but the reverse is
also true — that Zion can go forth from the Torah, in other
words that loyalty to the Torah of Israel can serve as the
- unshakable foundation for devotion and loyalty to Eretz
Israel.

Abraham Hason
(Hanoar Hatzioni)

We had hoped, perhaps we were justified in hoping, that
in the light of the resolution passed at the Zionist Congress,
we stood on the threshold of a new campaign within the Jew-
ish communities throughout the Diaspora, and especially
among the youth. We had hoped that as a result the Zionist
Movement would assist and exercise its influence on behalf
of those engaged in the work of education, to repel the forces
of assimilation which threaten our nation. But instead of
this new campaign came retrenchment in financial alloca-
tions, instead of a concerted effort, planned and effective
we witnessed successive blows the results of which were
drastic reduction of the dimensions of Chalutz Shlichut,and
restriction and even liquidation of highly important educa-
tional projects. It seems that the present is a suitable junc-
ture to repeat to ourselves a number of ancient verities,
which still hold true under the present arduous conditions,
in which our national movement finds itself today.

The major question confronting the Zionist Organiza-
tion today is not that of structural reform, it is not even the
question of efficiency. It is the ideological question. The
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essence of the problem lies in the fact that the Jerusalem
Programme does not constitute an adequate basis for the
definition of a movement that is fundamentally revolutionary.
At all events the Chalutz movements and all its constituent
groups and sections cannot rest content with that basis, be-
cause we must go out to the tens of thousands of boys and
girls in the Diaspora with the message of global revolution,
perhaps the greatest revolution of its kind in human history.
It is with regret that I must note that for us, the represent-
atives of the Chalutz movement, from Hashomer Hatzair

to Betar;, the meaning of the axe that has been wielded over
the allocation for youth education work affects not only the
financial aspects., What is far more significant is that is
has been raised to cut down an important, perhaps most
important, position, the central position in the Movement.
From the Chairman of the Executive we have heard high
praise of collective settlement in this country. This creative
work, the foundation of which was educational work carried
out in the Golah, this enterprise can serve us today under
conditions which by general consent we can regard as anti-
Zionistic. It pains me to say these things. Perhaps it is
painful to hear them said. Without a clear scale of priori-
ties in that same budget that has been presented to the ‘
Plenary Session of the Jewish Agency, in which work among
the youth must be given pride of place, no Zionist work is
at all conceivable. ‘
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE,
ITS PLANS AND BUDGET

Leon Ilutovich
(World Union of General Zionists - U,S.A.)

The cardinal error in plans for reorganization derives
from the belief on which they are founded, that the problems
confronting the Zionist Movement can be solved by organiza-
tional reforms and administrative measures. Personally I
have great faith in the efficacy of good order and organization.
But for long I have been convinced that our difficulties are
not of an organizational character. Indeed, the contrary is
true. They are ideological in their nature, questions of our
programme, of the content of our work, of the policy that
the Zionist Organization must pursue, if it wishes to carry
on large-scale work. For that reason the theory is illusory
that our problems arise out of the existence and operation
of the political parties, and that if the parties were liquidated
or their influence reduced problems would find their solu~-
tion.

In the United States ten years ago the attempt was made
to create a non-partisan framework for Zionists. It failed
from the very outset, and even the fact that this "non-parti-
san" party excluded from its name '"The American Jewish
League for Israel", the term ""Zionist" did not help it in
any way. American Jews did not queue up to join this or-
ganization and the so-called '"League' exists today only on

paper.
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"~ Zionism has always been a political movement. For
that reason it is unthinkable that the Zionist Movement,
almost twenty years after the foundation of the State, should
not have a special department to handle political affairs.
The Jerusalem Programme formulated in 1951 calls for
serious changes. Such questions as the situation of Russian
Jewry, the emergence of Nazism in Germany and similar
problems, must become part and parcel of Zionist work.
They cannot be kept apart, they cannot be allowed to become
the monopoly of other organizations, such as for example,
the World Jewish Congress.

The Political Committee of our present session of the
Council must consider how to revise the Jerusalem Program-
me, in order to bring within its scope questions which affect
not only the State of Israel, but the Diaspora as well.

Professor Rabbi Simon Greenberg
(Member of the Executive - New York)

It seems to me that there is one problem which the
four main addresses so far delivered did not face, or else
merely touched upon. It was, before this last session or
two, the most unpopular of all problems, but I'm beginning
to see that everybody is now beginning to talk about it mere;
namely the problem of Zionist ideology. I believe every-:.
body now recognizes that that problem is the central prob-
lem facing us from the long range point of view at this time.
I do not like the word "ideology'. It smacks too much of
those barren scholastic dogmatisms which have all too
frequently brought tragedy to mankind; in our day in parti-
cular ideologies have been the source of endless woe. I
prefer to speak of an:identifiable universe of discourse dis-
tinguished by the presence within it of a goodly number of
interacting, ethically pregnant, concepts. What has hap-
pened to Zionism is that it has become identified with a
rather narrow universe of discourse, distinguished by a



small number of concepts which are either intrinsicallly
barren or whose deeper recesses have remained unexplor-
ed. '

I would like to take the two paragraphs that have been
referred to in the Introduction to the Constitution of the
World Zionist Organization, and examine them for a mo-
ment and see what they have in mind and what they can mean
to us. Firstis, of course, the Basle Programme. It
speaks of the aim of Zionism, to create for the Jewish
people a publicly recognized home in Palestine. In the
Twenty-Third Congress, we spoke of the task of Zionism,
not the aim but the task of Zionism, and that is the conso-
lidation of the State of Israel, the ingathering of the exiles
in Eretz Israel, and the fostering of the unity of the Jewish
people. Now neither of these statements help us in under-
standing the primary, or one of the primary, ideas and
concepts that are constantly causing us a great deal of
trouble: the relationship between the Diaspora and the
State of Israel. When the slogan of ''Im hapanim el hagolah"
came out, we all thought that there was going to be a sort
of revolutionary approach, because it was supposed to be in
contrast to what Mr. Ben Gurion had always been saying,
that the definition of a Zionist is one who comes actually
to settle in this land. At this particular session we have
heard over and over again that that is really what is meant,
that Zionism means Aliyah. It is impossible for any of us
to stand here and say that Aliyah is not important; that it
isn't central. But we must not forget that the gentleman
in whose name there is a school run by the Agency, Haim
Greenberg, urged us to come and remained in the Diaspora
himself; and nobody accused him of not being a good Zion-
ist. I don't say that there is an easy solution to that prob--
lem. And I'm not standing here to offer a simple and easy
answer to this question. But let's understand what we mean
when we say ""Panim el hagolah'", Do we really mean that
we want a Jewish Tfutsah? Do we want five, six, seven
million Jews in the United States, or will that be a catas-
trophe ? Will it be a defeat of the Zionist Movement to have
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strong Jewish communities wherever they can live? Is there
some way of bridging this gap? I believe that there is a waty
of speaking about this subject in a manner that would be clear
to all of us, and would really make us understand and believe
that what we mean as Zionists is that we want a strong Jewish
people everywhere in the world with its core and centre in
this country. Take, for example, the whole problem of
"Yeridah'". If a Jew leaves Eretz Israel and comes into a
Jewish community in the Diaspora and identifies himself with
- that community and helps to build it, none of us would com~
plain too hard about it. What we are complaining about is
that those who leave, come and do not remain a part of the
Jewish people, and they are not among the great builders of
our people everywhere.

I'd like to touch on one more aspect, which is taboo
apparently at a Zionist Congress. We talk about the things
which keep the Jewish people alive, that preserve the Jewish
people. AndI haven't heard anyone utter the word "'synagogue'
here. What is the last link between a Jew and his people ?-
What is the ultimate cut-off point? We have come to the
point where Jewish communities accept as leaders—and I'm
not blaming them or passing judgement upon them — men who
are 1ntermarr1ed whose wives have not been converted and
whose children are not growing up as Jews. But they still
can remain as leaders within the community. But can you
imagine a Jewish Christianbeing elected to an office in the
Zionist Movement? Or a Jewish Mobhammedan? Or a'Jemsh
Buddhist? We don't expect every Jew ever to want to pray
Some Jews may never want to- pray. But what we do want is
that when a Jew does want to pray, he should want to pray in
the Jewish way. And if he doesn't know how to pray in the ,
Jewish way, you have cut him off from the Jewish people.
Now we have that kind of a generation, in large numbers f
growing up right here, who are strangers to the house wh1ch
has been the life-blood of our people. I grew up in the syna-
gogue, and I wouldn't know what to do as a Jew without the
synagogue, nor would my children, nor would tens of
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thousands of other people in the United States and in other
countries. But we're afraid to talk about it.

I want to tell you a very simple thing and what it means
to be in ""golus' right here. I havea yarmalkahin my pocket.
I wouldn't dare to put it on here. I have enough courage to.
put it on — nobody's going to kill me about it; but I'll tell
you why. Because it's become a label. AndI don't want to
be labelled. When I wear my''yarmalkah'' in the United
States nobody labels me in any particular way except that
I'm wearinga""yarmalkah'" and I'm a Jew. But here it has
taken on the kind of thing that is dangerous, the symbol of
a political party and not only of a religious conviction.

And I'll tell you what has happened that is dangerous -
to our people here. This is the only Jewish community in
the world that has an active anti~religious movement' 1
don't know whom to blame for that, and I'm not casting any
blame. But if you want to know what an image means for
the Jewish people, and what it means for us to bring our
young people here: we bring our young people here and
we have to be careful that they don't see certain things or .
hear certain things because they might come away confused!
Now I'm not arguing again; and please, remember that I'm
limited to a very few remarks. And I'm merely talking
about things that have to be talked about at greater length.

And one more thing and then I'm through: ideology,
and its relation to what we are talking abouf when we talk
to youth. :Abraham was not appointed or chosen by God to
be the ancestor of a people that should be dedicated to its
unity. We are told that Zionists must foster the unity of
the Jewish people. I don't understand what it means. You
can't go out and tell the young people today who are thinking
in broad terms, that there is a great purpose that the Jew-
ish people have in the world, namely to preserve its unity.
We were the first people in the world to conceive of them-
selves with a universal destiny and purpose. We were
created to serve mankind-—we weren't created to preserve
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our unity’ And our young people don't know that'. We weren't
created even to have a State; and I've heard leaders say over
and over again that the State is not an end-all and a be-all.
The State is a means. Well, a means to what? Are we telling
our young people what it is a means to? We have to picture
our movement and our existence as a Jewish people in the
universal herms in which we were conceived as a people
instead of hmltmg our horizon.

Now I'm going to end rather abruptly by reading What
I would like to suggest as a possible preamble to a Constitu-
tion for the World Zionist Orgamzatlon. Zionism aims to
make Judaism an effectlve sp1r1tua1 force in shaping the life
of the 1nd1v1dua1 Jew Wherever he may live, of the Jewish
people, and of mankmd as a whole; and believes that the
existence of a pohtlcally independent, physmally secure,
economically viable, democratically orgamzed State, a ma-
jority of whose citizens are Jews; and the nurturing of the
Hebrew languige 4s a‘language of daily use‘and literary ex-
pression for Jews throughout the world; and the maintenance
in Jewish communities everywhere of a traditionally rooted,
intellectually alert, ethieally sensitive and socially effective
synagogue are indispénsable to the achievement of its aims."
I would like to propose that asa possible -preamble to our
Constitution . .

R4 1T S

DR. NACHUM GOLDMANN'S REPLY TO. THE::DEBATE

" At the outset I wish to congramlate our good frlend
and colleague, Mr. ~Jacob Tsur, on'the occasion of hlS
sixtieth birthday. I see that he 1s pleased with the fact that -
he is marking’ his s1xt1eth anmversary From my own point
of view I think it is good to be sixty. I must tell you some-
thing about who he is and what he is. He is one of the most
loyal workers of the Zionist Movement who has had a very
brilliant diplomatic career, and who gave up the attractions
of that career, not God forbid, because he was not successful
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in it, to work in the far less glamorous framework of the
Zionist Movement. He believes not only in the need for the
Movement but in the possibility of rejuvenating and reinvi-
gorating it. In this spirit he has operated not only as the
Head of the Jewish National Fund and the Chairman of the
Zionist Council, but as Jacob- Tsur —which is far more
important. He has made an invaluable contribution already,
and I trust that he will continue for many years to come to
contribute to the renaissance and the reinforcement of the
Zjonist Movement.

I referred in my opening speech to the criticism being
expressed in this country. Since then there have been
other manifestations of the murderous internecine party
strife in Israel and I have found it necessary to include in
my present address a statement handed to the press and
the radio. I will read it in the language in which it was
made, in Hebrew.

"As President of the World Zionist Organization 1
‘wish to express my astonishment and profound regret
at the intolerant and aggressive tone of the political
party strife in Israel. It is natural and healthy in
democracy for the opposition to criticise the Govern-
ment. But here this criticism sometimes takes on
the form of personal recrimination and insult, which
inevitably undermine public ethics in the State, with
the most destructive repercussions on both Jewish
and non-Jewish public opinion abroad.

I Israel leaders, with world-wide reputations, oc-
cupying central unchallenged positions in the annals
of our people, insult the Prime Minister, accuse
him of unethical practice and of telling untruths,
untold damage is caused to the image of Israel in the
eyes of Israel youth and the Jewish people throughout
" the world, and it certainly will do nothing to mould
the character of the people of Israel. As an Organi-
zation whose principal task it is to strengthen the
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bonds of the Jewish people with the State of Israel we
regret and condemn the tone of this intolerable contro-
versy, which has hardly any parallel in other countries.
As the World Zionist Organization we respect the will
of the citizens of Israel as reflected in democratic
elections and shall always lend our full support on a
basis of mutual respect and responsibility to every
Government of Israel, and to its Prime Minister, who
have been elected according to law. '

We shall do this particularly in the case of the present
Prime Minister, one of the great builders of Israel,
the architect of Jewish settlement in Israel, developer
of the State's economy, who strengthened its security,
- and who has demonstrated his Zionist loyalty not only"
during the years he served as a Member of the Zionist
Executive, but in his present capacity of Prime Minis-
ter in lending unremitting support to our Movement,
proving, not only with words but also with deeds, his
desire to foster closest cooperation between the Govern-
ment of Israel and the World Zionist Organization."

And now permit me to revert to my reply to the debate.
I wish to make a few remarks regarding the matter of Ger-
many. -On Sunday evening I said in reply to Mr. Weinstein,
that I do not accept the distinction in principle — neither on
this question nor on other fateful questions in Jewish life—~
between the State and the Jewish people. Mr. Weinstein
declared — if I am quoting rightly —Israel has a "raison d'état"
for having relations with Germany, in accordance with its -
understanding of Israel's interests. The Jewish people must
be guided by its emotions on this question. I do not accept
this thesis, neither for Israel, nor for the Jewish people. -
I believe that the State must establish its relations with
Germany not only on-a basis of raison d'état, but also on the
basis of emotions, because Jews living in the State of Israel,
are moved by the same emotions — I hope —as all other Jews
throughout the world. And in this sense notwithstanding the
normalization of diplomatic relations, regarding the emotion-..
al! relationship of the State of Israel these will be determined
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for many years to come not only by raison d'état but by the
emotions of the citizens of the country on the question.

~Insofar as the Jewish people is concerned, it must
not allow itself to be led solely by its emotions. Though
raison d'état may be missing, there is what we may call
"raison du peuple". The people also has its interests —
compensation payments, combating anti-Semitism and the
like. I should like to know, if I have understood Mr.
Weinstein correctly; if he would have accepted their attitu-
de, what this implied in concrete terms. Should the Claims
Conference not have entered into negotiations? Do you
think that the Germans would have negotiated with Israel
about the compensation for the Jews who do not live in
Israel? The invitation of the Germans to discuss the mat-
ter was addressed in the first place to representatives of
the Jewish people and only in the second place to Israel.

‘Now in regard to what my friend, Mr. Friedrich,had
to say. You will excuse me for making a remark about
arguments with my friends of the Herut party. You know
that I had something to do with the efforts over the years to
enable them to enter the Executive. I believed that it would
have some effect. Hopefully it may yet have" They are
still too green. I can hardly argue with them at all. I am
not saying this aggressively. I trust they will not misun-
derstand me, sometimes they are a little sensitive. Some-
one once said: You can become a Christian but you must
be born a goy. One can become a Mapainik, but one must
be born a Herutnik. There is a certain style about being
one. I do not say this in any derogatory sense. I am fully
aware of your great qualities, your devotion, your fanati-
cism. There are few Zionist leaders for whom I had so
great an affection and respect as Jabotinsky. Incidentally
I seldom agreed with him, except over the question of the
Extended Jewish Agency. They have a style all of their
own. Sometimes I listen to them only when they are at-
tacking. At the World Congress it was the same. Butl
suffer from a certain schizophrenia. I am not only a
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speaker, I am an expert on aratory. You probably know the
famous story about Haim Greenberg. Upon one occasion he
was to deliver a philosophical discourse. A member of the
Poale Zion from Milkauwee or some other place came up to
him and said to him: “Dr. Greenberg' Every year I come to
hear you speak, but I am never able to understand you. But
not to understand you like today, can only be because the ad-
dress was not a good one. To this Greenberg replied: My
good friend! 1 may be a bad speaker, but am I an expert on
public speaking? You are, said his interlocutor. In that
case, went on Greenberg, 1 can tell you that the address was
an exceptional one." I sit here in my capacity as an expert.
Sometimes I envy them. They can say whatever they want to.
They can shout, exaggerate with the greatest pathos. If
there are evil manifestations in Germany then the whole
country is infested with Nazism. There is no distinction
between Hitler and the situation existing today. I know that
there are sad phenomena in Germany and I have never given
any statement that there is no danger threatening from the "
Neo-Nazis. Others have done so. I attacked them at the
time. They must st111 be tested. As long as the boom con-
tinues in Germany; even a Hitler could not have come to
power, if there were not six millions unemployed in Germany.
One must wait till they have to deal with major political and
economic crisis, before they are given a clean bill of health.
'Iam not one of the extremists on the positive side but to
exaggerate is unnecessary. They do not accept any nuances.
Everything is described with exactly the same pathos. »

Mr. Gelerter has told a story wlnch 1 nmst repeat here.
The story impressed me very much. There was a group of
Chasmdlmfrom Karlin who used always to pray in a very.
loud voice. And there were other Chassidim who always said
their prayers qmeﬂy. Upon one occasion a Tchortkow :
Chassid came to the Beth Midrash of the Karlin Chassidim
and heard the Jews there shouting at the top of their voices.
What are they doing, he asked. They are praying, he was
told. They are not, he answered, why are they shouting ?.
Have they tried talking ?
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. I would counsel my friends of Herut to try to talk.
Not everythmg can be secured by shoutmg, though the
method is. current in JeW1sh life. In the Golah it is. qulte
understandable In the State it 1s a little more difficult.
But What is new is the1r complete hberty to. say what they
please the 1rrespons1b111ty, psychologmally speakmg, o
while I, be1ng a Pres1dent here and a Pres1dent there,
‘must thmk twice about saymg oné thing or another. One
thing can affect the 1nterests of the Congress _another may
damage the Clainis Conference, a third may affect the
chances of Ziomsm 1 must resolve how to say certain
thmgs. They have no respons1b111ty For decades they
have been in the opp031t1on I know that power corrupts
“But it can corrupt oppos1t10n too, for wh1ch reason indeed
I said you must’ also accept respons1b1l1ty, not only W1th1n
the Zionist Orgamzatmn. But it will take time before you
rid yourselves of this’ complex of opposition, that everything
is bad and that the world can be divided into black and
wh1te " ‘ , R / _

Mr Fr1edr1ch’ There are other colours,too. You
live» in France and I'am sure you have seen impressionist ‘,
paintings. Wherein does their greatness lie? There is no

‘hlack and white in the whole world' Black and white exist
only in the minds of the intellectuals. There are thousands
of different colours in the.world, and in political life no less.
This people who bear responsibility must take it into account.

1 wish to reply to an attack made in the press on my-
interview with Kiesinger. First of all I was not the first
statesman to see him. Fanfani came to see him before me.
Thank God for that. I was informed before 1 set out—1 was
supposed-to come earlier but Kiesinger was not there — that
the previous Government, that headed by Dr. Erhard, which
was voted out.of office partly because of the exceptional
deficit — six billion marks ~had appointed an Economy - -
Commission, This Commission was inherited by the new
Government which in the months of December or Janiary
had to approve the budget. The Economy Commissjon
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proposed, in view of the drastic retrenchment in many items
amounting to billions, that the allocations for Idemnification
and Restoration of Assets, should be cut by a sum of 250
million marks, out of the two billions, more than ten per
cent in fact. They had introduced cuts in the previous year
already. The cut was very drastic at that time. They did
not cut as much as they wanted to, but we could do nothing
about it as in the: Erhard Government there was no one to
talk to. Promises counted for nothing. There was no di-
sciplined address in Bonn. We were told that this was the
last cut they would make. But they left the legacy to their
successors that it would be repeated. I was told that1

must come immediately to prevent it. If I had come there -
after the Session of the General Council the budget might
have been cut and dried, because it bad fo be submitted in
January. I should like to see the representatives of the
refugees from Nazi persecution, who have painted slogans
on the walls of my house, or others then. They would have
said: Where was Goldmann, where was the Claims Confer-
ence when sixty million marks were cut from our allocation?
But I did go to Bonn and the cut was not put into effect. And
if it is important to retain the fine distinction that I came
immediately after he saw De Gaulle and others, or Brandt
and not previously, and for that reason lose a sum of 250
million marks — that may be the reasoning of the Herut. It
is not my line of reasoning.’

And now I wish to reply to Dr. Neumann. I have al-
ready made him compliments and I do not wish to repeat
myself on the present occasion. He proposed that the Move~
ment should carry on, in organized form, a world Jewish
political activity., Mr, Friedrich made a similar proposal, -
but with Herut exaggeration that if this was done then the
youth would become Zionist. Excellent. It has an immense
influence on the youth if we demonstrate in favour of the
‘Government'. We must not exaggerate. Is this the panacea
which the Zionist Movement is seeking ? :Dr. Neumann
made his statement in a very moderate fashion, like a
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statesman. I have nothing against this. I would be: opposed
to the creation of a permanent political department, I have
said so at Congresses, many times. The late Meir Gross=~
‘man used to come regularly with a proposal of this nature.
I put a stop to the debate on the question. Congress reject-,
ed the suggestion and so did the General Council. I would
advise the same course if any proposal in this spirit was
made. But what Dr. Neumann has suggested is something
entirely different. A Zionist Movement must take a closer
interest in general Jewish issues, not only education and
youth affairs, as we do already, but. in matters of a wider
interest such as the situation in Russia, anti-Semitism
throughout the world, the state of affairs in Germany. I
am entirely in agreement. We are not only Zionists we

are also Jews and we have Jewish interests.

Only I should not want us to make the attempt alone.
There is enough anarchy in the Jewish world, particularly
in the political sphere. Jews, especially American Jews,
have suddenly discovered the glamour of international
activity. I recall the years when American Jews were
isolationists. They extended aid, they engaged in philan-
thropy, they donated money for Israel, they supported
Israel politically. But they said: Let the Congress do the
job, let the Bnei Brith, the Zionist Council and the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee. Today it has become very fashion-
able in America and everybody wants to engage in inter-
national work. Even the Council Welfare Fund. I do not
know what this body has to do with this matter, but there
are ministers, there are excellencies, and there are reports
in the "New York Times'". There is something in it.
Solitude is not glamorous. So as I have said there is
enough chaos. I believe that the time will come when we
shall have to discuss this matter, and I have begun to be
a little active to reduce this state of anarchy. There has
been a slight reduction in it. America has its Presidents'
Conference, the International World. Congress but enough
chaos still remains. :
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If the Zionist Movement were to express a desire to en-
gage in this field of activity itself, I would strongly advise
against it. First of all it would weaken it, and secondly there
are matters for which we constitute a bad address. About
Russian matters, Russian diplomats will not negotiate with
Zionist representatives. But in the coordinated form of
Jewish world politics the Zionist Movement must rest con-
tent that its President is also President of the World Con-
gress and that seventy to eighty per cent of the members of
the World Congress are also good Zionists. It may be said
that this situation is not satisfactory. I have told Neumann
that the Zionist Organization as such, its Executive, should
be represented on the World Congress. In every form, in
which this is possible —I have informed Mr. Pincus of this—
they should be full members of COJO and not mere observ-
ers. I am fully agreed on this. '

And now we come to another demand which I agree to.
If I have understood Dr. Neumann correctly, no special
department is required for this activity, but there should be ~
80 he suggests —a permanent committee. Not an ad hoc
committee. Whenever it reports to the Executive the mat-
ter is discussed. Ordinarily there is no time for this. So
there is little discussion or no discussion at all. There
should be a permanent committee, including members from
Israel and America, and the Executive, -who will discuss the
details — if Neumann should make the proposal in prescribed
organized form. As I have said I have nothing against this,
there need be no debate about this and I believe that it will
be in the interests of the Organization, if we take ’thé”" matter
up. , IR

I was very eager, I should like to tell Mr. Greenberg,
to talk about the matter of religion and Zionism. Only Ido
not know whether I have the time today. I will confine my-
self to two remarks, not directly related to the matter. I
feel I have the right to speak though I may not be, in his
sense, a religious Jew. Upon another occasion I declared
at a session of the Zionist Council that rcligion is too
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important to be left to the Rabbis. I even had the courage
to say the same at the conference of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations'in America. This only goes to show that for us
religion is more than religion, the concern of no more than
a section of the people. It is a matter for the entire Jew-
ish people. A Jew though he may have sinned remains a
Jew. The commonalty of Jewishness embraces religion.
This does not mean to say that every Jew should go and
pray, just as it does not mean to say other things. Butl
should like to tell Greenberg, and also Rabbi Zambrowsky
who deals with this matter upon every occasion that it is
not so simple as they make it out to be. Religion is not

a matter regarding which resolutions can be passed. Ten
Congresses can pass resolutions that every Jew should be
religious, but that would be meaningless because religion
is a matter emanating from voluntary conviction. Today
it has become one of our most difficult problems. There
is not the slightest question that in ensuring the future of
the Jews religion in the synagogue plays an immensely
important role. In certain respects, in many respects,

it is the central point for large sections of American Jew-
ry in their Jewish lives. '

But a church is the very opposite of Jewish religion
or of the Jewish people, for the two are closely connected.
Which means that it is a problem not only for religious
Jews. It is a problem for the entire people. And there
is the danger that the abyss separating the religious sec-
tion and the non-religious section of the people will grow
wider and wider. This is not only a disaster for the
religious section. It can develop into a great national
danger. It can lead to a rift in the people. But so that
we can discuss the problem, before calling some sort of
Jewish Ecumenical Council —1 can only hope that we had the
courage and the daring which the Catholic Church demon-
strated. The religious sector must also be adequately
prepared. I do not propose changing the Halachah but we
must discuss the problem. Jewish religion, especially
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Jewish orthodoxy and particularly orthodoxy in Israel where
the problem is even more delicate, because here it is a
state institution, and in certain respects it has the power of
coercion. Jews cannot be forced to say their prayers but
orthodoxy can exercise coercion in matters of matrimony,
divorce etc., in many spheres. Jewish orthodoxy lives today
with a mentality of courageous defenders, who have shut
themselves into a fortress which they are sworn toprotect.
They must emerge from their fortress. - And they must be-
gin to talk like others. I do not propose to say what the
Zionist competence should be in this respect. But for years
I have been having discussions with Rabbi Soloweitchik who
is a great religious leader, not only of his own circle of
rather different American orthodoxy. Take the initiative
here. You are not only a great religious leader. You have
the qualifications not only from the Jewish people. You have
the education, you have the erudition, you have the intellect.
It is not so easy to persuade him to do this.  But it must be
done because the problem exists.

And now to the final point, regarding the Zionist Mo~
vement. I wish to make it clear that I do not favour the
liquidation of the political parties. Our debate assumes a
very peculiar form. There is an anecdote I have repeated
on several occasions regarding a Yeshivahstudent who came
into another student's room and as such students do, began
to sway back and forth in Study saying, "What do I need the
lammed for in "Ematai''. The other replied: Yankel' Have
you gone out of your mind? What lammed is there is in the
word Ematai? Said the other: Assuming. that there is one.
What would one need it for ?''I have never said that the par~
ties should be abolished, Indeed how can this be done? Do
we live in a totalitarian regime? All that I ask for is that
the parties should not monopolize the Organization, or con-
trol it. That is all. There are many methods by ‘which this
end can be achieved, In Congress I suggested that seatmg
be not according to parties. If the majority wants it—the
majority is made up of the parties — there can be other forms
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- of party work without absolute monopolization which is to
be the case today. I say this completely frankly. If the
General Council repeats next year what it has already
done, but the resolution of the Council will be more salient,
so that individuals and organizations which have no connec-
tion with the parties can enter the territorial organizations,
on the basis of the Jerusalem Programme, the present or
the future ~at the moment I do not wish to discuss this
question — it is worth nothing if the parties do not put it into
practice with goodwill. And if major organizations are

- given two or three representatives at Congress, while
Zionist Federations which do not have a tenth of their im-
portance have eighteen representatives, the other organiza-
tions will withdraw gracefully. It all depends on the spirit
in which the thing is done, not on the formula.

What do you want to be ? Small and petty? Or a great
Jewish organization at the present juncture of Jewish history ?
There are two different trends operative here. Zionism
may be called a revolutionary movement (I myself had stop-
ped using this expression because it no longer signifies for
the present-day Zionist Movement) imposing obligations on
the individuals? Or does it want to be the leading political
movement of the Jewish people? It can't be both. .

I understand both., We are a pioneering movement,
with individual obligations. That does not mean to say that
we should indulge in exaggeration, as Ben Gurion does, to
the effect that if a Zionist does not settle in Israel he is not
a Zionist. This is his absolute obligation. The worst thing
is when moral obligations are not taken seriously. If one
does not take a political resolution seriously little harm is
done. A little cynicism is inherent in politics. But when
moral duty is involved it is a different matter. '

In my younger years that wonderful man, Dr. Eder,
was a member of the Zionist Executive. At a Congress
held in Lucerne a resolution was solemnly passed, to the
effect that every Zionist must learn Hebrew. On the following
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day a meeting of the Executive was held under the chairman- -
ship of Weizmann. Dr. Eder took the floor and said as
follows: I must resign. I am a Member of the Zionist
Executive but I cannot continue. ' The other Members were
astonished: ""Why" ? they asked. Dr. Eder replied: "Yes-
terday you passed a resolution to the effect that Zionists
must know Hebrew, I do not. I am too old to learn Hebrew
today." The other ten members all tried to dissuade him
from takmg this step and it was only the representatmns of
Dr. Weizmann, for whom he had the greatest respect, that
convinced him that for the time being he must remain in the
Executive.

I can understand it if one wants to constitute a small
radical movement. I find it difficult to choose a minority
that would take these obligations seriously. I believe it would
be a fiction even if we chose the course suggested by Baruch
Weinstein. We are today in a position when we must no
longer remain a minority. The Jewish people has accepted
the Jewish State. Jews at one time laughed at the idea of a
Jewish homeland, a Jewish State. Today it is supported by
the greater majority and there are millions more who wish
to accept the aspiration towards the ingathering of the ex11es
Not only as a personal obligation, but to work in that spirit
and to educate the youth, and to create facilities for those
who are won for Aliyah, to enable them to settle down more
easily in the State, The unity of the JeW1sh people is the
minimum demand of the Jerusalem Programme. Everything
that I have proposed for years now, and which the Committee
on Structure has accepted — not everything it is true, Jbut it
is advancing in that direction, is to exploit the opportumty v
of attracting millions of Jews, whom I am convinced, con-. _‘./
stitute a majority, though I cannot prove it, and are prepared :
to accept the Jerusalem Programme.

Upon many occasions I said to Mr. Ben-Gurion: With
your ideas you should head a pioneering movement operating
for this purpose alone, because you have provided the per-
sonal example. The Organization, as'it is today, cannot
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undertake such a task. If it does it will not succeed. It
would only make itself a laughing stock. I believe that

we must try to develop into a great movement. In the
times when we constituted a minority, even then the Chalutz
movement, which could be said to constitute a main achieve- -
ment, of which we were all proud, but not every Zionist
was a member of the Chalutz movement.

Sometimes one must take a decision. It need not be
taken here in the General Council. The question is not on
the agenda, but it must be at the next Session. The test
will be in the attempt, if it is not successful. We have
passed enough resolutions, and this is the reason for the
crisis why we are not taken seriously. We do not take our- .
selves seriously, "

And in conclusion—an appeal to you to pass the reso-
lutions which are ready to be implemented, without mental
reservations. If you do not wish to take in other organiza-
tions do not accept the form of territorial federations as
decided by the Commission. But make up your minds what
you do want., Both roads are possible. But both must be
followed consistently and sincerely, with conviction. But
they must not be confused and must not be sabotaged.

REPLY TO THE DEBATE
Louis A, Pincus .
Chairman of the Executive

Firstly,let me say something about the Preliminary
Recommendations of the World Zionist Organization Re~
organization Committee. These Preliminary Recommenda~
tions were not on the agenda for discussion. I regret that
Members of the General Council —1 think mainly Members
of the Executive — decided to advance an opinion on what they
thought had been the recommendations. I am sorry they did
it because half-work should not be discussed even by mem-
bers of the Executive. Secondly, I regret that it was done,
because it was immediately put in a negative fashion,
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The most significant feature of the Recomme‘ndations,
as far as they have gone, is that we got a basic world-wide
consensus, that it is not going to be a question any more of
inviting, it is not going to be a question any more of trying
to lay down conditions, it is going to be a question of whe-
ther, by our Constitution, we are going to make our basis
wider. This, the overwhelming majority of the parties
accepted. ‘

What is important is that in practice, in a demonstra-
tive way, we are saying to the world, we, the Zionist Orga-
nization of 1966 and 1967, we, the parties, that go to make
up the Zionist Organization, are prepared to give you a
position as of right. Now I say that for all the things that we
want to do with the Jewish people, whether they are organized
or unorganized, whether they are chaotic in one form and
overorganized in another, let me say that we create our
image of not being in~bred. Without going into the argu~
ments that Dr. Goldmann gave of the consequences of con-
tinuing the present part of exclusivity, I would say, as I said
in my opening remarks, let us not try and get a decision of
one extreme as against another extreme. And I think here
Mrs. Halprin was absolutely right: The territorial federa-
tions will notbe able to exist if they will not accept at this stage
that Aliyah is a primary element. If they do not, we will
not be able to build the kind of organization we want. And I
do not agree with the point of view that says that by bringing
in organizations which accept the Jerusalem Programme
only we are watering down our Zionism and how can we then
talk of Aliyah? Ihope that as in other fields, we will find '
so-called non-Zionist bodies being more active and more
understanding on what could be purely a Zionist issue than
the Zionist bodies themselves.

Now I do not think that any of the suggestions are a
total solution to all our problems. I do not think that we are -
obliged to find total solutions overnight, -certainly not in the
Jewish people and not in the kind of organization that we are
trying to build. ButI do say that it is a sign of a first step.
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A number of persons here took the line, and it was
a criticism of the Executive, that until you bhand over all the
things the Agency is doing in any one country to the federa-
tion, you cannot expect to have a federation. I want to say
quite bluntly from the platform that the Members of your
Executive are concerned with it, and this last year I per-
sonally have been vitally concerned with trying to build up
a Zionist Federation in France. But if individual Zionists
think that between them and a real profound existence in
which they can influence the country in which they are is just
that if we hand over to them the budget we spend in that
country and make the shlichim subject to their discipline,
the Utopia will be reached, they are quite wrong. Why is -
there a difference between England and France? Because
no matter how much we have tried—and we will continue
trying, because the Executive is committed to strengthening
federations — the position is such that we could not risk
handing over everything to the French Zionists. When joint
committees are set up in France, we do not get the kind of
attention from the lay leaders that we get in England, for
example. And, in England they do not ask to have control
of the Jewish Agency budget, yet with all my criticisms -
and I have them, though they are not relevant to this dis-
cussion ~ there is no question of where the power lies.
What I say to the French is simply this: the moment that
there is a sign that you will be vitally interested in the
basic propagation of the Zionist principle in practice, you
will find no difficulty, not with shlichim, and certainly not
with the Jewish Agency Executive in Jerusalem. And I take
France because that was a place from which criticism came.
But I could make the same point about other countries.

And here I return to the question of Aliyah, Thatis one
- of the hallmarks. The question of activity and campaigns is
another criterion. The question of your real effect and
influence in the community; the question of whether the
leadershipis prepared to be active; these are the criferia.
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Another example was quoted, the example of Canada.
Many of you might remember that when I used to speak on
Canada at a Congress, ‘at General Councils, I used to cri-
ticize it. Today a serious step has been taken. For the
first time there is more than just a semblance of unity. They
have got together., The Canadian Zionist Federation which
has been brought into being will acquire, I hope, more and
more control and influence on Zionist life and Zionist work
in Canada as a whole.

I want to deal with the United States. We have tried
very hard. There are some enormous difficulties. I only
want to make one plea, and to those to whom it applies, let
me make that plea. . In the creation of a roof organization
with the kind of power and influence that I have described,
let the parties not see in that a diminishing of their strength.
I am convinced beyond all doubt that given a real opportunity,
not only will we have a united front for the kind of talks to
which I have referred, but the parties within that federation
today, each and everyone, will in a very real sense gain in
" strength and in influence. It is a short-sighted view to see

in that over-all organization a competitor of any one orga—
mzatmn. :

; Then the next aspect — the attack on the admmistratwn ;
and efficiency. The main attacker was Mr. Kotlowitz. He
started by saying: Look at your budget' Business as usual’
I saw a draft copy , no changes in it. Well, I do not like -
using the tu quoque argument, but stﬂl let me say that his )
speech was also “business as usual"— exactly the same .
things that he said last year and the year previous. But 1t
is not fair. Let us deal with it on the merits of the case.
You can have all kinds of criticisms of this budget— and no
doubt we will have them tomorrow — but to call it a budget
of "business as usual"? Have you ever had a budget in this
Jewish Agency which purports not to increase debts? Is that
business as usual? You have a budget in which our share of
agricultural settlement—1I do not say it with pride, I am just
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saying that it is a difference —is no longer 100 per cent, or
even 50 per cent, but down to 25 per cent, and the Govern-
ment is participating at a rate of 75 per cent. That does not
make you think; that is just dismissed as business as usual,
Is it business as usual that we have had a Ben Aharon Report
which did not say that we must hand over the Department of
Agricultural Settlement? It said the exact opposite!. So we
took the best advice that we could —we took nine people from
every political walk of agricultural life in this country—not
one Member of the Executive and not one member of the
Government — and they came up with a decision and they said
that Agricultural Settlement should remain within the Jewish
Agency and should not be handed over; that there should be
a closer look as to how the departments function, and that
certain projects can go from us to the Government, just as ‘
easily as something from the Government can come back to
us.

Therefore I would say that you might have taken the
other view and seen that there was an honest attempt to try
and change things, to try to change the work of Absorption
from the mere mechanical assistance to the kind of thing
that 1 believe a Government bureaucracy cannot deal with —
the proper integration of the people. But to come along and
say business as usual ~ here, I want to talk with some sharp-
ness — that we had to wait for Mr. Sapir to tell us to.sack
workers — why did not we do it years ago? Now if you had not
sat on the Permanent Finance and Budget Committee I could
excuse ignorance —1I do not know whether I could excuse lack -
of insight, to use a euphemistic expression for what I really
want to say. But you know as well as I do that this question
of retrenching workers first of all related to the change in
the nature of our work. Out of the Ben Aharon Report a
certain number of people in that department would no longer .
be necessary. Owing to thé drop in immigration a certain

number of workers became unnecessary in the Absorption
Department. But to cast the aspersion—and here I want to
say something genuinely, not just for the purpose of contro-
versy — on workers employed in this institution for decades
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as if they had gone around not earning their fare! 1 want to
say in all sincerity: I am prepared to put the Civil Service
of the Jewish Agency —1I do not want to compare it with other
countries because it may sound too grandiose — against any
Civil Service in this country or any Civil Service that I

know. I think the time has come for the General Council

to realize that it is not a celebration when we are getting

rid of people but rather a painful, miserable job, under our
economic conditions, of getting rid of people who have given
the best years of their life tous. Let us say thank you to
those who are still with devotion continuing to work here and
pay our regard to those who unfortunately have to go, and not
talk of them as though they are a lot of little nobodies. ‘

Herut in all its debates has been makmg the strongest
pleas to let the parties remain as they are w1th1n the Move-
ment. The Executlve whlch consists, in this matter, only
of partles handed ata certam stage, because in our Con~
stitution it had not other optlon this matter to the parties
to make thelr dec1smns. So they made their decisions, by
an overwhelmmg majonty. What is this. demal and deﬁance :
of ordinary democratic principles when it is the parties that
make the decisions? When you talk about ""you over there"
who is "you over there 2" You are a part of the you' And
if you are in the minority, then the time has come for you
to accept the decision of the majority and then you try to.
make the decision work as best as possible.

I say in all seriousness to my friends in the Herut -
Movement, and I am not using the word friends in inverted
commas. ‘We cannot perpetuate this situation in the Jewish
Agency Executive from any point of view, certainly not from -
the point of view of the image. When an Executive, after =
consideration, takes a decision that binds the component
parts, an individual may not like it, and he has an option as
an individual. But it binds. We cannot incessantly carry
on a fight after a dec1smn is taken, because a group decides
it does not like it. :
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I am really appealing, that the time has come that
if we are a parliamentary body and the parties want only
to be parties, then when the parties by a majority decision
come to a decision they must respect it, We took the final
decision. What could have been avoided and what should
have been avoided was the four or five months of controver-
sy in the columns of the newspapers. It did not help getting
a better decision. It just distorted the image which had no
right to be dlstorted

I want to deal with the question that Dr. Goldmann
dealt with. Let me deal with it from my angle — the question
of our political work. I think that the time has really come —
and I will explain why we cannot wait very much longer —
that on these broad issues that we have been discussing,
relating to Jewish affairs, Jewish international affairs, if
you like, the Zionist Executive is bound to have an attitude.
I say why have we to have this for quite a different reason?
We have decided that we shall cease being observers in the
World Jewish Congress and in COJO. We are going to be-
come an integrated part and we need not go into details but
we will be bearing a great responsibility- for the policies in
both those organizations. Both those orgamzatlons deal with
Jewish affairs, international Jewish affairs. Both those
organizations deal with the kind of issues that we have
discussed. It it unthinkable of going into these institutions
if at the same time we do'not prepare —not in the shape of
a Department — an orderly table, an orderly form of con~-
sultation and arriving at.a decision, which is done hapha-
zardly or ad hoc, but as an ongoing continuous process.

And so I think that I can say here in advance that the
Executive will accept the principle of that proposal and
will give it the necessary administrative form so that we
can get the proper results,

Now let me turn to the Youth and Chalutz movement,
This thing is not so easy. I said in a private meeting this
morning: I am hopelessly split on this. I know our finan-
cial position and I know what is at stake if we depart from
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the principle of '""non increase of debts'. I also happen to
know and to understand that the Chalutz movement really
feels, and rightly feels, that they have a certain opportunity —
I do not know if in the tens of thousands, maybe in the thou-
sands — it may even only be in the hundreds. At any rate at
this stage the cut really seems too much. It is a matter for
the Budget Committee. I am hoping that this aspect will be
discussed with a desire to try to find a way of helping.

I said last time and on other occasions —we have got
to find a way of making the communities realize that in all
our Golah work and particularly our work in youth and chalutz
and education is a community responsibility. That is where
the federations can play a part. That would be a programme
and plan of activity for a United Zionist Movement second to
none. < '

If nothing else comes out of thls General Counc11 and
maybe I am talkmg mamly of the. English-speaking countries —~
but a determined attempt by the Zionist Movement first of
all to create its own united front and secondly to begin the
basic grass root level work, then I think we will achieve two.
things: we will have begun to win the Jewish people again for
Zionism in its 1deolog1ca1 sense and we will have begun to
create the instruments and the means for domg the job.

I vdo not/believe that there is any other way—and that :
if this year and the next year this situation does not change,
then the opportunities will be there and we will have failed -
to take them. And this, therefore, brings me to that breath
of fresh air that I felt, (you have heard my positive view of
this General Council as a whole) when Mr. Dworkin spoke for
the students. It is not because I agreed ‘and I will make it
clear where I disagreed with him. But that was an authentic
voice, whether it was mistaken or not, it represented at least
some youth. I think that he painted too black and too general-
ized a picture. Not all Jewish youth want to have nothing to
do with "isms'". Not all Jewish youth do not feel a kind of
identification with their people. I have found too many students
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who are perturbed, who are puzzled: they do not like what
we look like. It is not that they gain any comfort from
where they are. Maybe I will leave for a little later the
question of why they go to the Peace Corps and the false -
analogy. But he did say one thing with which I agreed and
other people agreed, and let us take it to our hearts. He
said the main thing why Israel does not appeal to the bulk

of the young people is because Israel is safe, it has its pro-
tectors, it offers no challenge. Now I would not want Israel
to become unsafe , I would not want it to loose its protectors
in order to be able to capture the students of the free world.

The truth of the matter is, we have never in a large
impressive way gone to these students to tell them that
Israel is unsafe —I am not talking about the political-mili~
tary situation. She is unsafe because of her enormous
social problems. She is unsafe because she has a desperate

desire for having a State based on social justice. She has
neither the personnel, equipment nor the means for doing
it. She affords, if you like, in these decades, by chance

or by good fortune, a challenge. Ifonly we could put it
that way, if only we could find the right answer to satisfy
all these desires of rebellion that have characterized
every young generation, I do not think we could get all of
them, but we could certainly get more than we are getting.
This is certainly a case where sweet are the uses of ad-
versity. Our position today, in my opinion, . is that we ap-
pear in the eyes of the young person with a social conscience
far more attractive than when we come and tell them that
we have the Hilton and we have roads and railways and we =
have telephones (which we have not got) like in any other
country. I think that the truth of the matter is that our
present position will highlight our enormous basic social
problems with which I tried to deal. And as I said, we will
get our fair share if we begin to talk all in the same lan-
guage, in the same way— and that does not mean denigrating.
It means coming to them and saying: social integration is
our main problem. It means saying, if you like, that the
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Jewish Agency in its present administrative form is not yet
ready to cope with what, after all, is a basic human and
scientifically sociological problem. : We have to change and
in our changing, I think, we make ourselves more attractive.

" And now a word as to the Women's Organizations in
regard. to this social integration. I am sorry I did not men~
tion it, but I was not referring to institutional work with
social integration that we have to do. When I spoke about
Israel I said there is no public conscience about this ques-
tion. We have forgotten to. When I hear the stories of what
took place in this country before 1 immigrated, when there
was a boatload of immigrants, how the average man-in-the-
street looked upon it as a "hug", how people behaved with 4
warmth, then I know that does not exist today. Maybe this
is one of the trappings of Statehood— that is not impossible
to re-achieve. -And that is what I meant when I said that we
have to arouse a public conscience. I do not know whether
the Agency is the instrument. It could act, probably, as a
kind of spiir. Maybe the Zionist Council that will be set-up
could bé it. That at least was the thing that animated the
discussions between us and the Government. This is another
example that our history has a logic all of its own. The
same kind of spirit that will be aroused, when we arouse it,
to deal with social integration, will be the same kind of
spirit that will pull this couniry out of its economic doldrums.
Because what this country needs is not so much a technical
new economy policy— it needs it, but no new economic po-
licy will work unless there is a new at1n03phere and a new .
morale in this country. It may well be that Zionism will ’
be playing a new'role.’ Out of Zionism imay come .
the voluntary spirit again and out of that spirit will come
a new relationship to our Government, whatever Government
it may be, to our State and to our own lives — our private
interests as against the public interest. o

This brmgs me, therefore, to the last aspect of what
I have to say. And that is the burden of this General Coun-~
cil: the question of Aliyzh. This is the burden which, if not
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undertaken by the Zionist Movement, will not be under-
taken by anybody, either in the international field or in:
Israel itself. There are a thousand ways. There are three
hundred thousand students. I am sure there must be a
hundred ways of approaching each segment. Of the three
thousand students of the campuses of America each is dif-
ferent, each is a world almost unto himself. But if you
will sit and plan, and plan together believe me all the
departments of the Agency that funct:lon in this field in
America will be at your d1$posa1 for anything that you want
to do. Stop leaving a situation in which we in Jerusalem

_ are left trying to find our own way by the hit-and-miss
method. We W111 hand ourselves over to you. We will
give you what we can, but you have to thmk you have to '
plan; above all you have to want.

And so when 1 11sten to Mrs Jaglom:who spoke for
WIZO, and spoke in favour of Aliyah — they took a resolu-
tion at their Conference —1I want to throw out a challenge
to Hadassah, to WIZQO, to Pioneer Women, to Mizrachi
Women — first of all the women's organizations, and then
the federations. Do not tell me how many resolutions
were passed, or even that you sat on a sub-committee on
Aliyah with the Jewish Agency shlichim or representatives,
but what did you do primarily —and this is the first step-
to ereate a new atmosphere ?

The leaders of Israel have told you what their prob-
lem is. Your job as leaders in the Diaspora is to pass
that on. To get rid of an individual ambivalence on the
matter. I am talking to a movement! I am talking to an
organization — an organization can do hundreds 6f things
at one and the same time, even if an individual cannot.
Zionists, as leaders, are obliged now to go to the total
community with this problem. I say that if we tackle it
honestly and genuinely we will get the public opinion and
we will get young Jews, and mainly young Jews, willing to
come and throw their lot in. Then Jewish identity will no
longer be such a question of pure theory. It will take on
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flesh and sinew and will not have to be argued as a meta-
physical question.

Therefore I want to conclude by saying this: do not put
the Zionist Movement under a test because the Government
may reconsider the Charter - maybe it never will. It will
have enormous difficulties if it will try to. The Charter is
but a reflection of whether we have a right to go on existing.
The Charter purely reflects that, at a given stage in the
history of the Jewish people, the Jewish State said: Here
is an instrument a priori that can do a job. The job that
we have to do today is a job that, first of all, . we have to
seek in ourselves. And I want to give this flesh and blood.
Tomorrow we go into Committee, and every Committee will
have something to do with this (if you like in the Finance '
Committee, in the prosaic question of money; in the Com~
mittee that will deal with Golah work). Letus try and give
flesh and blood to this. Let us begin to see what we can do
and what you are obliged to do. I am sure that if we tackle
this thing honestly we will add a glorious page at a time
when I think the solution of our total problems is so near.

If the dangers are so great, the opportunities are even
greater. I think this General Council can be the beginning
of a new era’ : . ’ : ’
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ELEVENTH MEETING
Sunday, 15 January, 1967, in the morning

Chairman: MEILICH TOPIOL
QUESTIONS PUT TO THE EXECUTIVE

Question put by Dr. Abraham Stupp
(World Umon of General mests Israel)

HEBREW STUDY IN THE GOLAH

Following the cultural agreement reached between
Israel and France, there are now a number of new Depart-
ments of Hebrew in Universities in France and also cour-
ses in the high schools.

To this day there are not ten Jewish students in the
Universities or the high schools who have registered for
such seminars and courses — this after two years of our
work "With our face . to the Golah".

I ask the Executive what it proposes to do to remove
this disgrace.

Reply of Mr. Itzhak Harkavi
(Head of the Department for Education and Culture in the
Golah)

We now have ten lectureships in French Universities
and though the number of non-Jewish students is almost
equal to that of Jewish students, the overall picture is that
Jews constitute 60~70 per cent of the students in the Uni-
versity Hebrew courses,

Notwithstanding the differences in the programme of
studies in the Department of Foreign Languages in French
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Universities, introduced in the 1966 academic year, agree-
ment has been reached (with the aid of the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs), under which Hebrew may be taught in
keeping with the old programme. Every lecturer teaches
in addition to his University schedule, eight to twelve hours
a week in high schools or in Hebrew courses for adults.

In order to encourage the study of Hebrew we have
brought for the first time an entire class of studepts of the
High School for Living Semitic Languages (which, interest-
ingly enough, was founded by Napoleon) for a two months
intensive course in Hebrew, one month of which, at our ex-
pense, was spent in the Ulpan Akiva. o «

In the course of the past year we established an Edu-
cation Commission in which representatives of all Depart-
ments of the Jewish Agency and of French Jewish bodies,
took part. The object of this Commission was to encourage
the teaching of Hebrew in French high schools and Universi-
ties. This fertile cooperat;on led to the establishment of
the "French Association for the Study of Hebrew'", which
undertook practical measures for the diffusion of Hebrew.
In addition we have set up a ""Council for the Dissemination
of Hebrew", headed by Professor Chaim Rabin, for the joint
~ planning of studies, and for gathering all information gamed
by bodies in the diffusion of Hebrew. : ;

Questlon put by Mr Yosef Bankower
(Achdut Ha'avoda - Israel)

LIBEL AGAINST THE KIBBUTZ MOVEMENT -
IN PUBLICATIONS OF THE JEWISH AGENCY
‘ ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT

In the offprint from "Industrial Data, 1967" iss 'ed by
the Economic Department of the Jewish Agency, Dr, L e T
Berger writes as follows: "This mdustnahzatlon of the :
kibbutzim is pregnant with another factor operatmg against
the absorption of new immigrantg. Kibbutz plans take into
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account maximum capital investment in the mechanization

of industrial production disregarding profitability in order

to obviate the need for employing hired labour, which means
immigrant labour. In this case the concern is for the so-
cial ideology of the kibbutz at the cost of false capital invest-
ment, without any prospect of profitability and contrary to
absorption needs, not only in agriculture but also in industry.

This statement constitutes a libel on the kibbutz move-
ment which is made out to be operating in its economlc actl-
vity agamst the absorption of 1mm1grants -

, 1 call for an urgent investigation of the matter and for R
dissociation from this unfortunate pamphlet.

Reply of Mr. Leo Dultzin
(Head of the Economic. Department)

In Israel and in many other countries the debate is
continuing: What is preferable: Full exploitation of available
manpower resources, or exploitation of equipment, which as
in Israel is in many cases imported, and therefore 1mposes
a burden on the balance of payments.

The pamphlet "Israel Society and Immigrant Absorp—
tion'' attempts a. socio~economic analysis of development
methods of the Israel economy against the background of
this debate and taking into account the prospects for the ab-
sorption of immigrants from the affluent countries: experts,
professionals, academicians and the like. This analysis is
divorced from any connection with the 1deologlca1 Values of
any sector of the Israel community.

It is difficult to understand Mr. Bankower's >attitude,
according to which consideration of possibilities of immigrant
absorption, freedom to analyse the Government's policy and .
the immigration policy of the Jewish Agency, the operation
of the private and public sectors of the economy must ex-
clude examination of the policy of the kibbutz economy,
though it is well-known that within the kibbutz organization a
debate is in progress on these self-same matters.



261

Mr. Bankower's queStion was also published in the
daily "Davar' of 27 November 1966, in the form of a letter
to the editor. The letter was replied to by the author of the
article in question, Dr. L. Berger, in "Davar'" of 7 Decem-
ber, in the following terms: ''Investment in kibbutz industry
and its influence on the absorption processes was studied
some time ago in all its aspects, and it is still at the centre
of our interest from various angles. - Thus, for example,
the weekly '"Iggeret' (of the Thud Hakvutzot Vehakibbutzim),
discussed the problems involved as they are seen from with-
in, in the internal discussions of the kibbutz movement.
Inter alia this discussion touched upon the dilemma created
by the need to ensure employment for those seeking it and
the principle of self-labour. Testimony to the gravity of the
problem is provided by Meir Mandel of Kiryat Anavim (a
former secretary of the kibbutz) who declared that "it is
difficult to talk about idealistic ethics when people round
about us are struggling for their daily bread'.

" The debate about the character of the investment— of

- the economics of scale -is raging today throughout the world,
and is engaging the attention of theorists and businessmen

on both sides of the Iron Curtain, in developed no less than
in developing countries. ‘ :

Its purpose is to discover some guiding line, some
‘standard, by which to gauge the character of the economy
and the most desirable form of investment. Economists
wish to read some consensus regarding the use of capital
and manpower for optimal development purposes. Science
comes to the aid of the businessman and the entrepreneur -
in setting forth the various alternatives he can choose from:
in the relationship between capital and manpower.

The subject of the discussion is the establishment of
new enterprises, and it is to be regretted that Mr. Bankower
has raised what is mentioned only in a single sentence,
chosen at random from page 10 of the pamphlet in question,
and not the pamphlet as a whole. On that same page, for
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example, mention is made of The Size of the Plant Compe-
titive Capacity of Industry as discussed in the Economic
Quarterly published by Am Oved (the article is by I.Aharoni
of the Hebrew University and the number of the issue 41/42),
and also on page 11 an article on the "Israel Model for
Private Initiative' is mentioned.

It is superfluous to point out that all these details
testify to the motives of the author of the pamphlet in ques~
tion, and his purpose of studying the problem from a purely
economic angle, and to describe all aspects objectively,
which in the nature of things is free from all sectoral inte-
rest.

Question put by Mr. Yosef Bankower
" (Achdut Ha'avoda ~ Israel)

RE-EMIGRATION FROM ISRAEL AND WAYS
OF PREVENTING IT

1 should like some explanation of the causes of re-
emigration (Yeridah)and the methods of propaganda that must -
be adopted by the Zionist Organization and the State of
Israel in order to put a stop to, or at least to reduce, this
phenomenon that must give rise to so much concern,.

Reply of Mr. S.Z. Shragai
(Head of the Immigration Department)

The Immigration and Absorption Departments follow
up all reports that reach them regarding the desire of new
immigrants to leave the country, when these reports are
received by officials of the Departments or other persons,
as well as through information published in the press.

One of the main reasons for re-emigration, even of
people for whose Yeridah noreasonable reason can be found,
is the atmosphere of re-emigration created by exaggeration
of the dimension of this phenomenon. Reports create . -
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feelings of panic among people thinking of leaving the coun-
try, with the excuse that they cannot go on living in Israel.
It also provides a justification for those who have not yet
finally made up their minds.

There is not the slighest doubt that the press can con~
stitute a deterrent influence, and I am gratified to place on
record that of late the newspapers have given prominence to
the lack of success of emigrants from Israel in their efforts
to strike root in other countries. I trust that if the newspa~-
pers continue on these lines the dimensions of Yeridah will
be reduced.

According to the Government Central Bureau of Statis-
tics from the establishment of the State and down to the close
of 1965 140, 000 Jews left the country. Of these 89, 000 stated
their intention of leaving permanently while 51, 000 are al-
ready resident for two years or more abroad. This consti-
tues about twelve per cent of the total number of immigrants
in this period.The Yeridah figures for the present year are
not yet clear but the Central Bureau of Statistics estimates:
that it will total, together with those who left the country
two years ago and have not yet returned, somewhere in the
vicinity of 10-12, 000,

Re-emigration over a period of eighteen years, ending
December 1965, can be distributed as follows: 1. One thlrd
people who had been five to twenty years in the country '
The proportion of those who had been less than five years ‘in
Israel among those re-emigrating did not exceed two per cent.
2. The remaining two thirds canbe broken down as follows:
half of them local-born Israelis and half veteran Israelis
who had settled in the country prior to the establishment of
the State.

In spite of the fact that exact data are still lackmg we
can list the reasons for re~emigration as follows: 1. Non~
integration— economic and otherwise —in this country.

2. People who came to Israel as this country presented the
only outlet from the countries in which they were previously
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resident. However, they did not intend remaining here

from the outset. They were sole survivors of their fa- -
milies after the European Catastrophe. They still had
relatives of varying degrees in other countries who were

not willing to settle in Israel. The immigrants accordingly
sought to become united with these relatives. 3. Sabras
and veteran residents who for thirty or forty years had been
subjected to constant tension in Eretz Israel, dating from the
Arab riots before Statehood to the War of Liberation. In
this period and as result of these events they might have

lost close relatives and sought to relieve the tension to which
they were subject by emigrating to countries where they
perhaps had relatives, by forgetting all that they had passed
through. 4. People who had seen service in the War of
Liberation and after release from the Army (this may have
taken place quite recently) found it difficult to settle down

in civilian life. 5. Students who for various reasons could
not continue their studies at the University in Jerusalem,

and for that reason went abroad to continue their studies

there. Upon conclusion of their studies they could not find .  :

their place in Israel, in keeping with their qualifications and
under reasonable conditions, while in other countries they
were offered suitable positions. 6. Some of the re-emi-
grants left Israel — and from the Jewish point of view this

is the worst category—in order to make money, taking with
them even the money they had succeeded in accumulating
here. It is this element that is mainly responsible for
slandering Israel abroad. ’

From the establishment of the State to the present day
15,000 of these Yoredim have returned to Israel. This for
two reasons: a. they found it difficult to find their niche
elsewhere; b. the psychological difficulties of their child-
ren and the insistence of the latter that their parents return.

A special committee of the Immigration and Absorption
Department including Government representatives examines
every application made by a Yored to return to Israel. If
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there is no reason to oppose his ‘remrn; he is allowed to come
back and even assisted in various Wayb ‘At present under
study are various measures to facilitate still further the
return of people who have em1grated from Israel

It should be noted that only a small section of the
Yoredim indulge in slandering Israel. It is particularly
those who stand in need of the aid of the local Jewish institu-
tions who do so, the reason being their desire to justify
themselves. - Those who are able to settle down satisfactorily
slander neither the State nor the Jewish Agency. ‘They ex- .
plain their decision by the difficulties they experienced in.
settling down in Israel, and make an effort to integrate
themselyes. in local Jewish society, and even to be active in
Zionist affalrs, in Jewish ethcatmn and in work on behalf '
Of the j‘unds ciEe . . . :

) In sum 1t must be taken mto account that no country
in the world 1s capable of absorbmg all the 1mm1grants sa-
tlsfactonly "And if we compare Israel to other countries. of
immigration, the figure for those re-emigrating is far lower.
There are countries from which re-emigration is as high
as forty to fifty per cent and sometlmes even sixty per cent.

The comparauvely low percentage of re-emigration
from Israel may be explained by the fact that this country
is not an ordinary country of immigration; immigration has
the highetr sense here of Aliyah, both as personal redemp- ;
t10n and the achievement of greater personal liberty B

, Questmn put by Dr. Abraham Stupp
(World Union of General Ziomsts - Israel)

THE SITUATION IN THE MOVEMENT , :
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALIYAH ASSIMILATION

. The: situation in the Movement and developments in
respect of Aliyah, assimilation in the Golah, the lack of
education for the young people there, indicate that the
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national movement is exper1encmg a grave and profound
crisis. In’ such a pemod I do not think that the Congress
should be held once in four years. I Would like to ask the
Executive "why Congress should not be convened next year
instead 1 another two years ? '

" Reply of Mr, A.L. Pincus
(Chaxrman of the Executwe)

Th1$ is a problem that is causing the mest Execu~
tive special concern, and it is not reasonable to convene
Congress without having detailed plans beforehand. The
Jewish Agency Executive is studying plans in this sphere ...
and the problem was discussed in detail at the present
Plenary Session of the General Council and in the Commit-~
tees. These deliberations will guide the Executive in the

- next few years in preparing practical plans. At all events
the situation is not ripe enough to convene Congress, while
Congress 1tse]:f is in no way a remedy for difficulties ex-
perienced.

Question put by Mr. Reuven Arzi
(Mapam - Israel)

-MERCAZ LATEFUTZOT

What are the main activities carried by the Mercaz
Latefutzot in the past year, what are its future plans and
how does it propose to implement them ? What is the budget
of the Mercaz for the years 1966/7 and 1967/8 and what
are the main items of expenditure ? What institution ap-
proves these allocations ? Is the Joint Committee of
Cabinet Ministers and Members of the Jewish Agency -
Executive for the Mercaz Latefutzot in operation and what
is its composition?
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Question put by Dr. Abraham Stupp
(World Union of General Zionists - Israel) .

MERCAZ LATE FUTZOT

What is the membership of the Mercaz Latefutzot?
How often has this Mercaz convened since it was founded?
What sums of money has it expended? What are its con-
nections with Zionist organizations inthe Golah?

Reply of Mr. L.A. Pincus
.. (Chairman of the Executive)

.. The Mercaz Latefutzot was established in May 1965 in
keeping with a resolution of the Coordinating Committee of
December 1964, which was later approved in separate re-
solutions passed by the Government of Israel and the Plenary
Session of the Jewish Agerncy.

. The'Mercaz is responsible for its activities to the
Committee for Overseas Affairs of the Coordinating Commit-
tee. The registration of the Mercaz as a corporation the
shares of which will be held jointly by the Government of Israel
and the World Zionist Organization is at present under con--
sideration. If is envisaged that the Executive of the Mercaz
will be made up of an even mumber of members, half of
whom will be appointed. by the Government and half by the
Chairman of the Executive of the World Zionist Organization.
The proposal to establish the company has already been ap-
proved by the Cabinet Committee for Economic Affairs,
and final approval is awamng a forthcommg session of the
Government :

~ In view of the changed members}np of the Coordinating -
Committee and the registration of the Mercaz Latefutzot
Corporation regular meetings of the Committee for Over-
seas Affairs of the Coordinating Committee have not been
held.
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The budget of the Mercaz Latefutzot comes from an
Israel Treasury allocation. This allocation is studied by
the Knesset Finance Committee, and is approved by the
Knesset. In 1965/66 it totalled IL 6 million, actual ex-
penditure beingIL 5.4 million; in the following year the
allocation was IL 4.95 million. In the budget esumates
for the fmanc1a1 year 1967/68 the allocation has been | set at
IL 4.8 million. In addition the Development Budget has set
aside a sum of IL 1.25 million for the construction of
overseas students housing

The main items of éXpe,nditure in these three years

were:
: 1965/66 - 1966/67 1967/68
e (IL)Q”‘(IL) B 8 1)
a. Educational activities 2,050,000 1,700,000 1,000,000
b, Cultural activities ‘ 580,000‘ ; 550 000 440,000
c. Work among youth = S - o
and students 1,970,000 1,350,000 2,060,000
d. Trammg o 500,000 550,000 500, 000
e. Informatlon o 500,000 550,000 500,000
f. Administration ) 400,000 = 250,000 . 300,000

A Supreme Council of the Mercaz Latefutzot, the
membersh1p of which will be made up by Cabinet Members
and Members of the Jewish Agency Executive, is to be set
up shortly. This Council will lay down the general policy. of
the Mercaz, and will also determine its practical activities.
The main task of the Mercaz is to ensure the training of
qualified manpower to meet the challenges facing us. With-
in the next few weeks the institutions of the Mercaz will be
set up and will be put into operation. At the outset an annual
budget of IL 40 million was envisaged but the Government
allocated what it was able to.
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Question put by Mr. Reuven Arzi
(Mapam ~ Israel)

GOVERNMENT AND JEWISH AGENCY
JOINT ABSORPTION AUTHORITY

.- The Minister of Labour, in his address to the Zionist
General Council, made the statement that a Joint Authority -
for Absorption had been set up the members of which includ-
ed Cabinet Ministers and Members of the Jewish Agency
Executive. I should like to know: What are the functions of
this Authority? Whatis its programme of activities? What
is the membership of the Authority? . -

‘Reply.of Mr. L. A. Pincus -
(Chalrman of the Exeeutive)

The Mmister of Labour d1d not make any statement
regarding the establishment of a Joint Authority. The '
Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive informed the
Plenary Session of the Zionist General Council that last -
September the Jewish Agency Executive had submitteda -

- plan for immigration and absorption, and that its recom-
mendations regarding this plan had been approved by the-
‘Coordinating Committee .  The recommendations envisaged
the creation of a Joint Authority in ‘which the Government -
and the Agency would cooperate. The Coordinating Com~
mittee instructed the Minister of Labour, Mr. Y."Allon; ' -
and the Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, Mr. L. ‘-
A. Pincus, to draft a'programme for the Joint ‘Authority. = =~
Following .the Session of the General Council, the Minister = -
of Labour and the Chairman.of the- Jewish' Agency Executive
will submit to the Government and the Jewish Agency 5
Executive, the plans they have drawn up,  after which the °
Coordinating Committee will convene to endorse the pro-
posals for the Joint Authority. The principle underlying
the planfpr setting up the Joint Authority is to obv1ate du-
phcatlon and the harassment of the newcomer.
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Question put by Mr. Yosef Bankower
(Achdut Ha'avoda, ~ Israel)

REDUCTION IN PIONEER YOUTH OPERATIONS
IN THE GOLAH

What does the JeW1sh Agency propose to do to ensure
developments in regard work among the pioneer youth in
the Golah especially in respect of the establishment of -
clubs for such youth ?.

Reply of Mr. E. Dobkm ,
(Head of the Youth and Hechalutz Department)

There is no doubt that the slowing down of the pace
of immigration and the general situation in the Zionist
Movement oblige us to intensify work among the Chalutz
youth movements. One of the ways in which this purpose
can be achieved is closer cooperation between the Chalutz
youth movement in the Diaspora, by setting up joint clubs,
and organization of joint activities. Such initiative has
come from the Chalutz youth movements in the United
States and it is true that it has not been crowned with suc-
cess, But insofar as closer cooperation and unity is con-
cerned, this is not dependent upon the Jewish Agency but
upon those actually engaged in the work. The Jewish
Agency will lend every possible assistance in this direction.
I trust that the Chalutz movements will be encouraged in
these efforts to achieve greater cooperation in their cen-
tres in this country. The expansion of theactivities of the
Chalutz youth movements is dependent upon additional funds
being placed at their disposal, and in the course of the
present year we are scheduled fo meet a delegation from
the United States in which the various problems involved
W111 be discussed. :

At a time when the demand is being made for millions
to extend the work among the youth the question is how to
maintain our existing activities. Youth clubs have not been
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closed down, but no new ones have been established. The
establishment of a million pound fund to finance the estab-
lishment of youth clubs was envisaged but for budgetary
reasons was not put into effect. As a result the Chalutz
~movements have to compete with the general youth move-
ments, and the situation of the former is not easy. There
is no doubt that we can expand our work provided the Zion-
ist Movement in the Golah is prepared to make the effort,
with its own funds for intensification of work among the
youth.

@estion put by Mrs. . Chajka Grossman
: : (Mapam - Israél)

- .CHALUTZ SHLICHUT

In view of the decline in the volume of immigration
I should like to ask: In what degree has the number of
shlichim to the Zionist and Chalutz youth movements abroad
declined? To what extent have the allocations for Chalutz
Shlichut been reduced in the Zionist budget? Is this reduc-
tion not in contrast with the concern we all share for the
contmuatmn of Chalutz 1mm1grat10n‘?

‘ " Reply of Mr. E. Dobkin ;
- (Head of the Youth and Hechalutz Department)

Against 145 shlichim this year the number next year
will be 119, in other words a drop of 18.5 per-cent. As
against this the number of emissaries to Zionist and eco-

- nomic bodies and institutions will drop from 44 to 20, or
by 55 per cent. In this latter category arrangements have
been made for thirteen of the emissaries to general organi-
zations to be maintained at the expense of these organiza-
tions.In addition to the 139 full shlichim despatched by the
Youth and Hechalutz Department it subventions the opera-
tions of another 61. Formally the Chalutz Shlichut budget
has dropped by only IL 300, 000, but in terms of shlichim
the cut is far more serious, in view of increasing salaries
and special allowances.
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The decline in the number of shlichim can affect
operations among the youth. One can only hope that this
will not be the case. Shlichut to the Chalutz movements
in recent years has enjoyed the support of the Mercaz
Latefutzot out of its budget, but in the estimates of the
Mercaz for the forthcoming year no such provision has been:
made. We must hope that this situation will change.

.- Question put.by Mr. Yosef Bankower
(Achdut Ha'avoda -~ Israel)

YOUTH ALIYAH

What measures are being adopted to ensure the normai |
operation of Youth Aliyah?

‘Reply by Mr. Itzhak Artzi
(Head’ of the Youth Aliyah Department)

The estimated budget of Youth Aliyah, to an amount of
IL 14,350, 000, with difficulty allows us to maintain the k
present number of Youth Aliyah pupils, and to absorb only
young people who have come to this country unaccompanied
by their parents. We are unable to provide for thousands
of others within thie framework of our estimates.

Youth Aliyah, however, has not given up hope. We
propose to do everything to increase the funds at our disposal
in order to provide these young people and those who will
come in their wake the facilities that they can get only from
Youth Aliyah.

Our funds come from two sources: The allocation from
the Jewish Agency Budget; the funds raised by committees of
of friends throughout the world, from Hadassah in the United
States to the Friends of Youth Aliyah in Great Britain,
Hadassah-WIZO Canada, the Women's Mizrachi Organization,
and the smaller committees in Australia, and Hong Kong.
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In regard to the Jewish Agency's allocation, however
grave the financial straits of the Agency its Treasury must
rise above considerations of revenue and expenditure, and
make a supreme effort to increase its participation in our
budget. Accordingly I call upon Members of the Zionist
General Council to do whatever they can, to insist that the
retrenchment in the Jewish Agency s allocatlon be set aside.

Youth Aliyah has many true fr1ends throughout the
world, Jewish organizations, who are doing all they can and
more than that for the advancement of our work. These
friends have for years borne more than half of Youth Aliyah's
financial burden. It is to these organizations that we now
turn with our appeal. I.am gratified to note that three fine
organizations have already responded to this call — Hadassai
in the United States, the Committee of Friends in Great
Britain and Hadassah-WIZO in Canada.

'We are urgently engaged in the study of prospects of
establishing additional committees of friends, among others
in the renowned centres of Latin America, and I trust that
Members of the Zionist General Council coming from these
countries, will lend every posmble aid in the creation of
such committees. : :

Question put by Mr ., Shlomo RQseh
(Mapam - Israel)

YOUTH ALIYAH PUPILS e

© What was the number of Youth Ahyah puplls last years‘?
Had the number of pupils as at 30 June 1966 riser or de-
clined? One hundred and seventy—two pupﬂs had heen ab—
sorbed from abroad. Could this number be 1ncreased and
does not the absorptmn of pup11s from abroad increase the
chances of the-immigration of their parents? Were there
any children of new immigrants who were not absorbed
because of budgetary difficulties ? In what proportion does



274

the Government, through the Ministry of Labour and the
Ministry of Education, participate in the education of
Israel youth, and what is the participation of the Jewish
Agency in the education of children of the slums and the
under-privileged elements generally? Could the number
of pupils not be increased by placing more of them in agri-
cultural settlements instead of various types of institutions
in which educational costs are much higher ? What is the
average cost of education of a child in a settlement and in
an institution? Were there any vacant places in the settle-
ments which were not filled? Has the Department any plans
for expansion and what are they? ; ‘

Reply of Mr. I. Artzi
(Head of Youth Aliyah Department)

The average number of pupils in 1965/66 was 9,620.
The average figure in the following year was 9,249, while
the highest number of pupils in that year was registered
in June 1966 when it reached 9,859. In addition we must
take into account an average of 2,500 boys and girls in the
youth centres in the development towns.

The number of pupils has declined by four hundred
since June. This figure was arrived at after the absorption
of new pupils. Pupils completed their course of training
in the months of July and August, and new pupils were ac-
cepted in their place.

Youth Aliyah, through the agency of its emissaries
and the shlichim of the Immigration Department, and assist-
ed by the Youth Aliyah Committee in various countries
throughout the world is endeavouring to increase the number
of new immigrants coming to Israel unaccompanied by their
parents from Persia, Latin America and other countries.

In recent months, owing to financial difficulties, we
could not accept children already in the country for some
months and veteran immigrants, as this would increase the
estimated deficit. Thanks te joint cfforts madec by the Youth

-
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Aliyah committees cf Hadassah,the Committee for Youth Aliyah
in England and Hadassah-WIZO in Canada,. together with the
Treasury of the Jewish Agency the funds to prevent this en-
visaged retrenchment were found. We shall, accordingly,
continue to absorb every young person coming to Israel.

. In the Youth Centres, which are joint pro;ects of the
Ministries of Labour and Education and the Departments of
Absorption and Youth Aliyah, the Government meets thirt
per cent of the maintenance costs. In the normal instruments
of Youth Aliyah in certain cases the Government assists in
tae maintenance of pup11s in kibbutz youth groups to an ex--
tent of 35-40 per cent. , :

Transfer to youth 1nst1tut10ns is not always practlcable
First of all the desires of the pupils themselves must be
taken into account and as a result sometimes we have to
place them in homes where they can get vocational training,
which in the majority of cases —unfortunately— the kibbutz-
is not capable of furnishing. Secondly: A considerable
rumber of our pupils opt for education of a religious nature.
We have two youth groups in religious kibbutzim, but this is
not enough. The rest have to be placed in educational insti~
“tutions. Thirdly: A section of the children of the new im=-
migrants come to us only in the initial period of twelve to
eighteen months for the purpose of learning the Hebrew lan-
guage and striking root in Israel. The kibbutz youth group
is not sultable for such temporary absorptmn for it is
built on stable, mult1enna1 groups. This is another reason
why we have to direct young people to the 1nst1tut10ns ‘

Costs are not a major determmant and are dependent
upon a number of factors. A childina youth group costs
IL 40-90 and 1n an institution IL 45-110.

About two thousand vacancies in Youth Aliyah have not
been f111ed : : S

The key to expansion of absorption facilitieslies in the
magnitude of the budget. '
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Question put by Mr. Shlomo Friedrich
(Herut-Hatzohar - France)

DR. GOLDMANN'S SPEECH IN PARIS

In "Davar" daily of 11 December an item was published
under the headline "Dr. Goldmann's speech in Paris": "The
State of Israel was established before its time".

The President of the World Zjonist Organization,
Dr. Nachum Goldmann, is of the opinion that the proclama-
tion of the State of Israel in 1948 came too early. This view
was voiced by Dr. Goldmann publicly in a speech delivered
at the Conference of the French Branch of the World Jewish
Congress.

The Conference was held in Paris at the end of No-
vember, and the Paris paper "Unzer Vort" has the follow-
ing to report about Dr. Goldmann's statement. '"He opened
with remarks on the situation of the State of Israel. At the
time of the foundation of the State he was among those who
were of the opinion that the declaration was made prema-
turely. First we should have reached agreement with our
Arab neighbours and only then have proclaimed the esta-
blishment of the State. That was my opinion and those who
held that the declaration should not be postponed were wrong''.

On behalf of the Herut-Hatzohar PartyI wish to ask:
Why did the President of the World Zionist Organization

- find it necessary at the end of 1966.to restate his position

in regard to the proclamation of the State of Israel?

Does not the statement made by the President of the
World Zionist Organization according to ""Unzer Vort"
that '"he was only of the opinion that during those historic
days prior to the proclamation of the State that we should
have waited two or three weeks in which to come to agree-
ment with the Arabs, and only then to proclaim the State"
constitute justification of Arab claims.
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Following the statement made by the President of the
World Zionist Organization, denouncing the form assumed
by political controversy in Israel, I ask without expressing
any point of view in regard to the form of that controversy,
is it the business of the President of the World Zionist Or-
ganization to interfere in the internal affairs of the partles
in Israel?

Reply of Dr. Nachum Goldmann
(President of the World Zionist Organization)

If the press had reported what I had actually said it
would be clear that the entire report is false from beginning
to end. But it is just as well that Mr. Friedrich has put the
question, as this gives me an opportunity once again to cla-
rify matters. ' '

I made the statement in the office of the World Jewish
Congress in Paris, in the presence of a restricted group,
without the participation of the press, and the meeting was
not intended to be published in the newspapers. However
one person was present who did circulate the report in the
press. Perhaps he did not understand what I said, and
perhaps he was seeking some sort of sensation. A few days
later I held a meeting with the shl1ch1m of the JeW1sh Agency
in Paris and at that meeting I was asked whether the state-
ment pubhshed in the Paris paper ""Unzer Vort' was correct.
I replied that I had not read "Unzer Vort'" for the past five
years, Subsequently I spoke to the editor of '"Unzer Vort" -
over the phone, who apologized, and I 1ssued to him a elari-
fication over the telephone. But even this clarlflcatlon WaH
not published accurately. : B T

At that meeting I discussed the p011t1ca1 situatmu of
the State of Israel, touching especially upon the tension
between the Arab countries and the State. I said that in the
light of eighteen years of experience I was not convinced
that what I had advised in 1948 had not been the best course.
Incidentally I was not the only cne who held this opinion.
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At that time I was of the opinion that there existed certain
prospects of avoiding war had we delayed the proclamation
of the State for a short time, and taken advantage of this
breathing space to sit down and discuss matters with the -
Arabs. I wish to repeat: I never thought of delaying the
proclamation of the State until the consent of the Arabs was
obtained. Such an idea is completely absurd. On the con-
trary I was in favour of the proclamation of the State forth-
with, for I believed that time was operating against us. For
that reason I did not say and could not say that we should
have waited until we secured the consent of the Arabs to
proclaim the establishment of a Jewish State. All thatl

did say was that we should have waited a short time in order
to try and prevent the outbreak of war.

I repeated this statement in a closed meeting and I did
not wish to publicise this view in any way. I did not publish
it, but the person who happened to be present at that meet-
ing did. Another thing must be placed on record: the editor
did not find it necessary to contact me and to consult me
before he published these distorted remarks.

In regard to the second question touching upon my
statement on the tone of political controversy in Israel 1
wish to stress that the purpose of my statement was to
clarify that though the opposition's criticism of the Govern~
ment could be justified and even encouraged, in the past
year controversy with the Prime Minister of Israel had

assumed a strikingly personal tone. This adversely affected :. -

the Jews in the Diaspora. Everywhere Jews discuss this
and cannot understand how people permit themselves to call
the Premier "a liar and a deceiver'. This leads to demo-
ralization and undermines relations between the Jews and
the State of Israel. I consider this a serious danger from
the point of view of the Zionist Movement. The purpose of
my declaration was not to express any opinion who was
right and who was wrong in the debate between the Govern-
ment and the Opposition, for I have always held that one
should not confuse the Israel controversy between the
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Opposition and the Coalition, with the situation in the Zionist
Movement. For this reason I always favoured that Herut
join the Jewish Agency Executive. But more recently the
style of the controversy has taken on a character that is so
personal that it has a dangerous influence on Jewish rela~.
tions and the attachment of Jews to the State of Israel.

In regard to my declaration on cooperation between the
World Zionist Organization and the Government of Israel, it
is related to the Charter. This cooperation has nothing to
do with the membership of the Government, but to every
Government elected by the citizens of the State of Israel.

OBSERVATION ON THE FORM OF THE QUESTION-TIME -
INSTITUTION BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE
LOUIS A. PINCUS

The form and content of some of the questions put, in
my view, are not suitable, in keeping with the procedure that
has already begun to develop. I am not speaking about
questions which I think are to the point. There are questions
which are of more general interest, which cannot be referred
to one or other of the Committees. But when the question
is used to obtain report on any Department of the Executive,
there are Committees, and there is a procedure, and if it
is desired to discuss the operations of any Department in
Plenary Session, then this may be done. But that some of
them should be discussed and others not through a series
of questions — that is an entirely different matter. Itisa
waste of time. I would go even further and say that it is
unfitting to convert the institution of question-time in order
to bring pressure to bear in the matter of allocations. 1
take the last two questions relating to the Youth Aliyah
Department. And in the reply, this is dependent upon the
Treasurer, this is dependent upon the budget. We are not
so naive about these matters. I would ask the Presidium
to pay attention to this aspect in the future and ensure that
the questiong fill the role which we envisaged, which is to



280

obtain information, which cannot be obtained, generally
speaking, in the committees, because they do not come
within the scope of the latter, and to prevent the practice
which is growing of enlisting public opinion on budgetary
details. ~ , ‘ ‘ :

; ‘'JACOB TSUR -
(Chairman of General Council)

_ I wish to say, and I think I may say this in the name

of the Presidium, that much in the remarks of the Chair-
man of the Executive was justified, and in a forthcoming
meeting of the Presidium, after the present Session, I will
propose that we prepare a better form for the questions put
in the Session of the General Council .
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TWELFTH MEETING
Sunday, Jamary 15, 1967, in the afternoon

Chairman: ITZHAK KORN
JACOB TSUR EULOGIZES ZIONIST LEADERS

1 will ask the General Council to rise to honour the
soldiers and citizens of Israel who fell on the borders of
our country, in defence of the State, and also to honour ,
Members of the Zionist General Council, leaders of the
Movement and friends who have passed away since our last
Session. :

' The outrages on our frontiers which are causing loss
of life took another victim yesterday. Joseph Cohen, a young
man of the moshav of Dishon in Upper Galilee, a soldier who
had come on leave, fell at the hand of murderers on the foot-
ball field. He is not the last victim in the long list.

In the interval since our previous session Vera
Weizmann has left us. In the course of my present remarks
I need not mention her part as the life partner of Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, her role in the foundation of the largest women's
organization in the Movement, her personality as all knew
her. : ‘

Just a few hours ago were received from Mexico word
of the death of a delegate to many Zionist Congresses, and -
a former Member of the Zionist General Council - Tuvia
Reznikow, who did trojan work for the Funds and for the.
Movement until his last day.

A few months ago Max Bressler left i)s Mr. Bressler
served as President of the Zionist Organization of America
and of the Jewish National Fund. He was a truly ardent
Zjonist.
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We also mourn the passing of a great woman who
headed one of the organizations of the Zionist Movement —
Etta Rosensohn, a former President of Hadassah who was
possessed of great vision, whose interests included not on=-
ly Zionism but also social work.

Dr . Aryeh Kubovy, leader of Belgian Zionists, a -
fighter for Jewish rights, a promment figure in the World
Jewish Congress during the War, a distinguished member
of Israel's diplomatic service in Eastern Europe, in
Czechoslovakia and Poland, and later Ambassador to the
Argentineé, who in the last years of h1s life headed the Yad ‘
Vashem Memorial Authonty has d1ed '

Another veteran of the Zlomst Movement who has left
us in Yaacov Klebanov, Member of the Congress Court, ‘one
of early Zionists in Russia, where he served as Secretary
of the Central Committee of Z10n1st Orgamzatlon

We must also remember among the departed, in
thlS mterval Yaacov Leshchmsky, one of the architects
of Jewish sociology; Eliahu Meridor, ,Member of the -
Knesset and a Member of the Congress Court; Mary
Rosenberg, Secretary of the British Zionist Federation in
years. long past, and a delegate to the Zionist Congress;
Dr. Michsdel Gelber, historian of the Zionist Movement;
Judah Liss, of the Keren Hayesod and a writer; Dr. Asher
Bavli, founder of a school in the study of Jewish folklore
and Dr. Nachum Sloucz, who died at a ripe old age, who
was perhaps the first historian of Hebrew literature and
the pioneer of early Canaanite studies, a delegate to many
Zionist Congresses, and Chairman of the World Hebrew
Union. ; :

In other countries we have lost Rabbi Dr. Joseph
Litvin, Editor of the English~language organ of the British -
Zionist Federation, . The Gates of Zion; Dr. Manfred -
Menachem Rosenthal; an active member of the Zionist
Federation in Germany and in recent years Director of::
the Jewish Agency's office in Frankfurt; Joseph Pevsner,
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who did great things on behalf of the Appeal and the Jewish
National Fund; and just a few days ago, Dr. Gerhard
Goldheim, who played an important role in educational work
among the Zionist students in Germany. I will conclude
with the name of an outstanding scholar in Israel, Professor
Benjamin de Vries, who at one time served as Chairman of
the Mizrachi in Holland and at the time of his death was
Professor of Talmud at Tel Aviv University.

The Movement will remember them all.

The Chairman, Mr. I'. Korn: We shall now deal with
the resolutions of the diverse Committees First— the
Committee on Organization, Inkeeping with the Constitution
of the Zionist Organization, when the amendment of any
paragraph of the Constitution is desired, it must be passed
by at least a majority of those present, but no less than
54 members of the General Council. I declare that there
are not less than fifty four Members of the Council present
and we can therefore proceed with the debate on constitutional
amendments . ‘

PROPOSALS OF THE COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION
"AND ACTIVITIES IN THE DIASPORA

Rabbi Tsemach Menachem Zambrowsky
~ (Chairman of the Committee) '

The Committee which is studying the reorganization
of the structure won't be ready for another six months.
And after they are ready, they will first present to the
Executive and then to the next Session of the General Coun-
cil their recommendations for implementation. So that
Resolutions on that score at the present session would b
out of place. . ' :

'We have heard reports of the work of the Departments
of Youth andHechalutz,and Education and of the urgent need
of shlichim, since the Department of Youth and Hechalutz has
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succeeded in making inroads not only in Zionist Youth
circles but also in the various community centres, par-
ticularly in the American Continent, who have started to
put in requests for shlichim who should guide those in
charge of the educational activities in the various youth
centres. We know that these departments are in need of
greater funds because of the limited budget of the Agency.
It therefore becomes our sacred duty, to see that in our
respective countries we find the means of implementing
the work which is so vital, not only to our present operation
but for building a future strong Zionist Movement starting
with the youth of the various respective countries.

Rabbi Zambrowsky read the Resolutions which are
printed at the end of this volume.

PROPOSALS OF THE COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION
-AND ABSORPTION

Leon Kronitz
(Chairman of the Committee)

I wish to report that the Committee on Immigration and
Absorption held four meetings. Up to the present the situa-
tionin regard to immigration has been as follows: The
countries of distress, with one third of the total Jewish
population has contributed 95 per cent of the immigrants.
The affluent countries,with two thirds of the Jewish people
have contributed no more than five per cent. We must,

however, take into account that though the numerical propors

tion may not have been high the quality of these latter im-
migrants was good. They include engineers, doctors,
scientists and students. Our Committee devoted consider-
able attention to ways and means of increasing immigration
from these countries. We also heard a report on the prob-
lems and institutions of Youth Aliyah. ‘

We propose to introduce the resolutions on immigra-
tion with a preamble stating as follows:
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The Zionist General Council regards immigration
into Israel as the principal aspect of the public and
Zionist activity of the Zionist organizations and calls
upon the members of these organizations to join in
_the effort to intensify Aliyah consciousness and the
~need for immigration into Israel, and to work for the
implementation of this principle by personal Aliyah to
Israel. ‘

The Zionist General Council has heard from the
Premier and the Minister of Labour, and from the
Chairman of the Zionist Executive and Members of

the Executive, of the grave results in the economic

and security spheres caused by the deline in Aliyah.

In this grave period Aliyah from the affluent countries
must reflect the identification of the Jewish people in
the Diaspora with the State of Israel and its difficulties.

The Zionist General Council therefore calls upon all
Zionisterganizations and all their constituent bodies

to make the encouragement of Aliyah their paramount
concern. Chalutz Aliyah through the agency of the
Chalutz youth movements, acceleration of immigra-
tion within the framework of Youth Aliyah, the immi-
gration of professional and technical workers, of young
people who come to study in institutions of higher '
learning and Torah institutes, of skilled artisans and -
capitalists to establish enterprises in this country.

Israel society, for its part, must facilitate the inte-
gration of these immigrants, by intensifying absorp-
tion consciousness and the creation of an atmosphere.
favourable for social absorption.

Mrs. ZillaAmidror: I have a supplement which reads

as follows: Before the paragraph referring to the duty of
Israel society to facilitate social absorption, I suggest that
this one line be interpolated: "The Government must create
the conditions for the absorption of immigrants." We cannot
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call upon Israel society and the public in general without
calling upon the Government which makes the laws and
moulds the climate and the cond1t10ns favourable for the
absorptmn of these 1mmlgrants -

Leon Kronitz (Chairman of the Committee): The
Committee was unable to accept the amendment of Mrs.
Amidror. It was the opinion that an appeal should be ad-
dressed to the public and that any call upon the Government
in this context would be out of place. On this point opinions
differ. .I have rendered the view of the Committee. There
are four points about which much is said regarding the
Government's share as you will see from the resolutions.
But here on this point, the Committee held that the Govern-
ment should not be criticized We call upon Israel society
but not on the Government. For this reason I propose that
we do not endorse the votum separatum of Mrs. Amidror

Leon Kronitz then read the Resolutions.

Dr. Raanan Weitz: A slight correction in the wording
in the interest. of clarification. The General Council
regards it as important that the new immigrants be diverted
to agricultural settlement in the kibbutzim and the moshavim,
and welcome the joint plans of the Government and the
Agency for sending young couples and the children of set-
tlers to the new settlements

I.. Korn (Chairman): The amendment is very much
in place and I suggest that if there is no one against it that
it be passed.

The Resolutions on Imn’aigration were passed.
There is a votum separatum to be eonSidered.
Dr. Austri-Dunn: On behalf of Mapam I w\ish" to:ih-

troduce another resolution, which was not accepted by the
Committee. We heard the Minister of Labour, Mr. Yigal
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Allon say clearly that the problem of unemployment is a
Zionist problem. How can we pass such good and fine
resolutions, which we all support unanimously, and not give
voice to the major concern which we all share? The reso-
lution which we propose reads as follows:

The Zionist General Council recommends that the
Executive make representations to the Government
that the latter provide for the maintenance of immi-
grants until they find employment.

We know that provision is made for all unemployed in
the country and soon legislation will be introduced, but the
immigrants have not been included in the economic frame-
work.

L. Kronitz (Chairman of the Committee): Needless to say
the Committee was not opposed to this idea, even with the
amendment introduced by Dr. Austri-Dunn, but with the
amendment it would appear that the Council commits the
Executive to the outlay of money. The procedure is that
the resolutions do not commit the Executive. For this rea-~
son the Committee was opposed. I have spoken to Dr.
Austri~-Dunn and he has agreed. I propose that we refrain
from dealing with this matter and to transmit the votum
separatum to the Executive. ‘

PROPOSALS OF THE COMMITTEE ON BUDGET,
FINANCE AND FUNDS

Mrs. Fay Schenk
(Chairman of the Commn:tee)

- This is the first time that a budget is based upon a
non-increase of debt. Our Committee manifested its aware-
ness of the need to step up activity on behalf of the absorp-
tion processes in the development towns, and to accelerate
Zionist education in youth work, while at the same time
bearing the responsibility of cominitment to the assumption
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of no further debts. Reconciling two apparently irrecon-
cilable conditions is an undertaking which must be dealt with -
in depth Certainly it could not be handled in the short

space of time allotted to us. It was therefore resolved that
the Permanent Budget and Finance Committee, whose mem-
bers are much more familiar with the facts and who are in
full possession of all the details pertinent to the contem-
porary situation — that they be vested with this serious

and heavy undertaking which we are confident that they will
d1scharge competently and effectively.

Our Comm1ttee devoted a good deal of t1me to a dlS-
cussion of the responsibility which must be assumed by
Zionist leaders in order to strenghten and increase the .
results of the Keren Hayesod campaigns in those countries
of the world where they take place. It was recognized that
drastic changes are indeed in order to increase collections.

‘Mrs. Schenk then read the Resolutions:

1. Financial Report for April 1, 1965 to September 30,
1966 ‘ ‘ o

The Zlomst General Council takes note of the Finan-
cial Report of the World Zionist Orgamzatlon ~Jewish
Agency for Israel, for the period of Aprill, 1965
through September 30, 1966, and expresses its gra-
tification at the implementation of budgets during this
period.

2. Budget Estimates for 1967-68

The Zionist General Council takes note of the estimated
income of the World Zionist Organisation, Jewish
Agency for Israel in the amount of IL 309,776, 000

and of the framework of the expenditure budget in the
same sum, which is based on the principle of no in-
crease in debt, and authorizes the Permanent Budget
and Finance Comm1ttee to consider and decide on.
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a. Details of the expenditure budget.

b. Any further budget which may be submitted to it
by the Jewish Agency Executive in the course of
the budgetary year in the light of further needs
and developments.

c. The income received from the United Jewish
Appeal in the United States and the Keren Hayesod
United Israel Appeals in other countries serves
as the main source of finance for the budget. The
Zionist General Council therefore calls Jews
throughout the world, and particularly organized
Zionists, to remember the fact that the implemen-
tation of this budget depends upon greater efforts
by all to increase contributions to the United Ap-~
peals in the various countries. It calls on every
Jew to participate actively in the work of the
campaigns.

_Mr. Pincus: It has been drawn to my attention that the
first sentence of "b"' should be reworded (I'm not dealing
with the contents which remain as they are) so as to conform
to the set-up in Israel, because the United Jewish Appeal has
many beneficiaries — we are really only one of the beneficiary
of the United Israel Appeal — some purely verbal changes S0
that the publication can be suitable. :

Jacob Schutzberg: On behalf of Mapam and ‘Achdut
Ha'avoda Poale Zion I suggest the inclusion of the following
supplement after Paragraph 2a. "The General Council has
noted the demands made by the Youth and Hechalutz Move=~
ments and also by Youth Aliyah, not to cut their allocations;
and suggests that these demands be taken into account when
the details of the budget are considered." Ihave heard
from the Treasurer —and an item to this effect was also
published in the press — that notwithstanding the fact that
we have passed a balanced budget, money will not be wanting
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if we need it fo finance immigration. These two items are
included in such a declaration. The. youth movements are
very important in the current situation of the State and the
Zionist Movement, because immigration from the countries
of distress has virtually come to an end while immigration
from the affluent countries is still minimal. There is the
prospect of bringing young immigrants to Israel and others
will come in their wake. Thus any retrenchment in this

. allocation is in effect retrenchment in Aliyah. Indeed the
same applies to Youth Aliyah. Only a few minutes ago fine
resolutions were passed in the matter of the reunion of
families. The reference was to countries from which im-
migrants are already coming. Absorption, we are all
agreed, is no less important than immigration.

L.A. Pincus: We have not set up an Education Com~-

mittee . I can imagine that had we set up an Education Com=~ .

mittee in the Golah someone could easily get up and say
very convincingly that without Jewish education we cannot
expect immigration from the free countries. My attitude
on this point—1I am speaking about Youth Aliyah —which is
the attitude of the Committee, is that it is difficult to
determine beforehand, where retrenchment is to be made.
There are other departments too. I am not saying this
2ecause I propose that the Youth Aliyah allocation should
be cut, The Executive must see the picture as a whole
without setting off one item against another. Four years
ago two thirds of Youth Aliyah's funds came from special
external sources. We have not reached a situation when ..
fifty per cent come. from the general budget of the Jewish
Agency. If you wish to make use of this argument, I be-
lieve that it is entirely irrelevant. When we call upon the
various bodies to restore the situation as it existed pre-
viously, that is they should find two thirds of the money
required. But I suggest that we refrain from going into
this aspect. Let us leave that to the Executive and even
what the Executive says is not absolutely final, because
there is ailso the Budgei Committee .



291

In respect of the other matter the situation is different
and I have taken up a different attitude. I made a statement
on the matter during the plenary session and I repeated that
statement in more detail before the Committee. A delega-
tion of the Youth Movements has informed us of the conse-
quences of further retrenchment, and Mr. Dobkin also ex-
plained to us this morning the results of that retrenchment
for it is not only a monetary cut but the result of rising
salaries, and other expenditure. However they explained
that there were places, particularly the smaller centres,
where the removal of a shaliach left that area entirely with~
out any shaliach from Israel. The result is that work in that
particular area is completely paralyzed. I stated—andI
repeat that statement — that I would do everything possible
not necessarily within the framework of the budget as it
stands today, to prevent retrenchment in those centres where
cuts can have serious consequences for the work of the
Youth Department. I am referring to this matter of shli-
chim. I say this because in the Committce alrcady I ex-
plained a number of proposals. It is not possible to state
now, what proposals are feasible. But I wish to say again:

I as Treasurer —and I wish to make it clear that there is a
little between what I promise now and an absolute promise,
because I understand fully what the situation may be if we
allow the cuts to remain without close scrutiny -~ to find
ways and means, our of our own budget or through calls
upon other bodies, which should be interested. And in con~
clusion I should like to turn to those who sponsored the
votum separatum, not to force us as if we have to vote ona
matter of principle. None of us wish to vote against. I do
not seek to evade the issue. I think that we should be guilty
of an ill-service to the matter we have at heart if we compel
the General Council to vote on the issue. By thy statement
which was more or less accepted in the Committee ‘and by
reiteration of that statement, I call upon Mapam to with-
draw their votum separatum. :

Following an exchange of views, no vote was taken on
the votum separatum.
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~~ Mrs. Fay Schenk
(Chairman of the Committee)

Approval of the Jewish National Fund Bucget for
1967-1968

a. The Zionist General Council authorizes the
Permanent Budget and Finance Committee to
consider and decide upon the budgetary proposals .
of the Jewish National Fund for the year 1967-1968
which will be submitted to it in due course.

b. The Council has taken note of the large-scale
plans for land development which the Jewish
National Fund has been called upon to carry out
in the interests of the country's economic growth
and progress. Since the implementation of these
plans requires the urgent mobilization of addition-
al funds, the Council calls on all organizations,
institutions and individuals to strengthen the work
of the Jewish National Fund so as to increase its
income from contributions by all means at its

“disposal.

- The resolution was passed unanimously.

‘Mrs. Fay Schenk
(Chairman of the Committee)

The Zionist General Council, following a recommend-
ation adopted at a previous session, reaffirms that, while
recognizing the principle, that representatives of the Move-
ment have the right to have their expenses paid for travel
to the sessions of the General Council, it calls upon them
to endeavor to cover these expenses themselves either in
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whole or in part. The detailed regulations are subject to
the approval of the Permanent Budget and Finance Commit-
tee.

The resolution was passed.

Mrs. Fay Schenk
(Chairman of the Committee)

The Zionist General Council approves of the findings
of the Permanent Budget and Finance Committee as
adopted and approved unanimously in its meeting of
December 16, 1966 as follows:

The Committee expressed its gratification to the
Controller and his Office for their comprehensive
report on the various fields of activity of the Zionist
Executive and its institutions; and takes note of the
reply which was given promptly and adequately.

- By virtue of the authority granted to it under Section
16 B of its statutes approved by the Zionist General
Council at its Session in March, 1964, the Committee
resolves:

a. The findings of the Committee require constant
follow-up by the Controller's Office with regard
to the implementation of the reforms which: the
Executive has undertaken to carry-outinthe coming
budgetary year.

b. The Committee will set up a special sub-Commit-
tee from among its members to examine the prob--
lems raised by the Controller in connection with
the Companies of the Zionist Movement and its
institutions and shall submit its findings to the
full Budget and Finance Committee within four
months of the publication of the Report.
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¢. On the completion of the work of the Sub-
committee on Companies the Permanent
Budget and Finance Committee will draw its
conclusions regarding the details of the Control-
ler's Report.

The resolution was passed unanimously.
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THIRTEENTH MEETING
Sunday, January 15, 1967, in the evening

Chairman: JACOB TSUR
PROPOSALS OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE

‘Dr. Max Nussbaum -
(Chairman of the Political Committee)

I would like to make a suggestion to you as Chairman
of the General Council and to the Agency for a certain reform
which is necessary in connection with the Political Commit-
tee. It is entirely impossible to do this type of work in a
day and a half. That means it is' a day and a half in which
you have to listen to the experts in all fields, to ask ques-
tions, to get information, and then in a few hours, usually
late at night, as we did till 2 o'clock at night, to formulate
something, which then comes in one form, and then is
changed again, and a third time, and a fourth time, and
you don't have time to call the Committee together. It is
the consensus of opinion of most of the members of our
Political Committee, that there would be a good improve-
“ment : if this Committee would be established very soon at
the beginning of the session. Resolutions should be prepared
in advance. You never come to a final editing with any
sense of maturity, because of the pressure of time. We
would suggest that this be taken into con81dera,t10n for the \
year to come,

Jacob Tsur (Chairman of the Z1on1st General Councﬂ)
I have taken note of the remarks of the Chairman of the
Political Committee and will gladly submit it for the con-
sideration of the Presidium. The resolutions studled by
" other Committees, too, are affected, as they are also for-
mulated in haste, at the last possible moment. I am sure
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that the Presidium will devote to this question its most
earnest attention, until the forthcoming Session of the
General Council.

Dr. M. Nussbaum (Chairman of the Political Commit-
tee) reads Resolutions 1-10 which were passed unanimously.
They are published at the end of this book.

Dr. M. Nussbaum (Chairman of the Political Com-~-
mittee) reads Resolution No.11l on Germany:

The Zionist General Council notes with deep anxiety
the signs of revival in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many of extreine nationalism with neo-Nazi tendencies.
This is bound to be a source of danger to mankind in
general and to the Jewish people in particular. This
manifestation calls for constant vigilance on the part
of the nations of the world, the Jewish people and the
State of Israel, and the encouragement of the efforts

of all those engaged in the struggle to uproot this
menace.

The Zionist General Council calls on the Federal
German Government to undertake a comprehensive
educational campaign to eradicate the remnants of
the spirit of Nazism in that country.

You will have to understand that the resolutions on
Russia and Germany are not an easy matter. But this is
as far as we could ;go for a consensus, and there is now a
request, and rightly so, according to our procedure, of
one of our parties to bring in a declaration of its own on
Germany. I suggest that the Chairman call upon a repre-
sentative of Mapam.

Mordechai Oren: It is a patent fact that the salient
victory at the polls of the Neo~Nazi Party in various parts
of Germany, which many short-sightedly already regarded
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as a different Germany, pure and fit, and also the placing

of a former conscious and devoted Nazi at the head of the
German Government — combined to cause profound spirttual
shock to the masses of the Jewish people in the Diaspora and
in Israel and to all progressive humanity.

- For that reason we must insist, in the name of the
entire Zionist Movement, that the German Neo-Nazi Party
be outlawed, that all categories of Neo-Nazi activity be pro-
hibited. The outlawing of political parties in Germany of
today is not something unusual but up to the present this has
been applied only against the Communist Party. We mudt:
protest against the fact that persons with a Nazi past have
been elected to the leadership of Germany and its Govern-
ment. We must declare that this policy is opposed to Ger-
many's pretensions to have cleared itself of its Nazi paét

“aspiring towards democracy, and working for peace m the
world.

Together. Wlth the Jewish people, whose loyal spokes—
men we are, and fearful for the fate of millions of Jews
alive today, and respectful of the memory of the millions of
our martyred brethren, victims of the Holocaust, we call
upon Germany and the entire world: Let not the Nazi mons= -
ster rise again' Let there be no more Nazism'

I ask that this be added as a supplement and not as an
amendment to the resolution

- Dr. Nachum Goldmann: I deeply regret that the
Mapam alternative proposal forces me to take the floor.
I would be able to live a much easier life by saying nothing,
and even easier still While earning the praise of people who
normally attack me by voting for the resolution. But as - -
long as certain responsibilities devolve upon me, and I
possess certain duties and obligations, I cannot choose the
easy way out. I wish to make it clear what this second
resolution means in my view.
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The two parties sponsoring this resolution, are-
members of the Government of the State of Israel, which
maintains good relations with the German Government,

Israel's Ambassador sits in Bonn, and is received by that
self-same Chancellor, and we must conduct very important
negotiations with the German Government, headed by the
Chancellor. I give no guarantee that in the near future
responsable leaders of the State will not have to meet these
same people

1 do not know Why 1t is'my jobnot be1ng a member of
the Government and bearing no State responsibility, except
that of an ordinary citizen, to have to say this to parties
which are members of the Government and which could
draw certam conclusions, (if the matters is sufficiently
1mportant for them,

Now a few remarks about myself personally. As
long as I continue to serve as the Chairman of the Claims
Conference I shall have contacts with the German Govern-
ment and with its leading members. And if the General
Council endorses this resolution I shall have to choose:
either I opt for the offices which compel me to negotiate
with the Germans, or I submit to the resolution of the
General Council. In view of the regard I have for the in-
terests which I represent in Germany — at the request of
the State and also because of many other. things- (and I
shall not explain the nature of these things)—and as re-
presentative of the twenty one major Jewish organizations,
united in the Claims Conference, which are as important
as the emotional resolutions, which I understand very.
well, though unfortunately in the pursmt of our policies
and as responsible people we cannot indulge our emotions.
I have spoken enough about this matter, too., I wish to
declare that I will not sever my contacts, and the General
Council can draw its own conclus1ons if the resolution is
passed.

Very important interests in Germany are at hazard. I am
I am not referring solely to financial interest, though these
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are so great that it'is difficult to claim that emotions and
honour are greater. What are involved are not hundreds
or thousands, but hundreds of millions, not only for the
organizations but for thousands and tens of thousands of
people, most of whom have suffered, more than the larger
part— immeasurably more, I am not saying this of Chaika
Grossman — of those seated in this chamber who will have to
vote. '

And important political interests are also involved -
Jewish interests, some of them supporting the State which
sometine s stands in need of the help of the big Jewish or-
ganizations, and also more general Jewish interests. It is
for these reasons that I have said what I have said. I wish
to point out to the General Council that I will do everything
ina discipli'ned and circumspect fashion in regard to the
conclusions that must follow from sucha resolution taken
in Jerusalem by the Zionist Organization, which holds a~
charter from the State of Israel.

And now as a veteran chairman, who has presided
many times over the General Council and Zionist Congresses,
I should like to tell my friend Jacob Tsur —he need not heed
my advice but I am addressing the General Council - what -
procedure has been followed in such matters. Resolutions
have been submitted to the Council or to Congress (and is
needless to say the majority can decide otherwise) which it
is not advisable to endorse ahd at the sametime ; : not desi-
rable to vote against. In such cases the procedure is that
the majority resolution of the Political Committee is first
submitted. It is understood that if this resolution is passed
other resolutions on the same issue fall away. The General
Council need not permit itself to be coerced to vote against ;
a resoluhon upon which it does not wish ot take any stand.
That is also a privilege of the majority. The minority can-
not compel the majority to vote when the latter does not want
to.
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Reuven Arzi: This resolution sponsored by the
Achdut Ha'avoda and Mapam parties constitutes an amend- -
ment to the main resolution submitted here. We do not ;
oppose. the main resolution. We propose an amendment, and
and it is customary in these matters to vote on an amend-
ment, for or against. Then the main resolution will be
put to the vote, -as our resolutlon is not opposed to the
main resolution. : :

Salomon Friedrich: A proposal has been made in the
Political Committee by Chaika Grossman,a Member of the
General Council, and we have agreed to support this pro-
posal. Seeing that the or1g1na1 proposal submitted to the
General Council, to the Committee, has not been brought
to the plenary sess1on (as prmted) but a new resolution,
we do not accept that resolution. We wish to make our
‘declaration on the matter. We do not submit any votum
separatum. And on all resolutions here about relations
with Germany we shall not part101pate in the vote, first of
all because its constitutes a call to Germany. Our move-
ment to this day insists that we do not talk to them, that
we have no relations with them. As a movement we shall
assume the duty throughout the world to do everything pos-
sible to prevent the rebirth of Nazism, to prevent German
Nazis reaching positions of power in that country which
perpetrated the crime against the Jewish people, Of
course we could have submitted a votum separatum. We
have not done so because we know that a certain mood
dominates leading circles in the State and in the Zionist
-‘Organization. : :

We should like to. rermnd you: Be very careful when
you say that we should not exaggerate the resurgence of
Nazism. Be careful in entering into relations with the
Germans. Be careful in not protesting ‘enough against thev
liberation of Nazis through so-called judicial processes in
Germany. We state quite clearly: We will hinder you in
all these matters and we will continue our information
activity so that the Jewish people should be in the vanguard
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of the entire world in the campaign against the resuscitation
of Nazism, against all that stems from the Nazis and from
Germany in the future, not only in respect of the Jewish
people but for the whole world. :

Jacob Tsur: The question is one of the voting proce-
dure. In my capacity as Chairman I declare that the resolu-
tion submitted is not an amendment, within the meaning of
the Rules, Paragraph 14, which must be voted on before the
general formula. It is another formulation of the resolution,
which bears the cipher 11. The first part is a paraphrase
in stronger terms. But it is another formulation.

I concur in matters of procedure with the view of the
President of the Zionist Organization, who has presided
over many Congresses, that in the present instance we have
one wording juxtaposed with another wording, and the Chair-
man may have his own opinion that this is so in the present
instance. We will vote first on the wording of the ma jority
of the Committee, and if this formulation is supported by a
majority then all others fall. I am prepared to take a vote
on the procedure.

We have the version of the majority of the Political
Committee, read by the Chairman of the Committee, and we
have a votum separatum of Mapam and Achdut Ha'avoda,

We are now voting first of all on the version of the Committee.

This motion was accepted, by 49 votes against 12.

I am now putting to the vote the statement given by the
Chairman of the Political Committee, and this is Resolution
11 — Germany — which in front of you, Page 3 of the Hebrew
text and page 5 of the English text.

The motion is accepted 58 votes for and 15 abstentions.
There is now no need for voting any other motion,

Dr. Max Nussﬁaum , Chairman of the Committee reads
Resolutions 12-13-14, Wh1ch were passed. They are published
at the end of this volume,
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Dr. Max Nussbaum (Chairman of the Comm1ttee) reads
Resolutlon No 15 ‘

"The serious problems confrontmg the Jew1sh people
in various parts of the world and the continuing prob-
lems affecting Israel's position and security call for
increased vigilance and effective action by the Zion-
ist Movement ~

© "The Zionist Council notes the statements made by
the President of the World Zionist Organizatmn and
the Chairman of the Executive favouring the establish-

-ment of a special committee, whose principal func-

tion would be to deepen Zionist awareness of these
problems and activate more fully the entire Movement.

"~ The Council views this proposal with approval and
recommends that the Executive give consideration
to the feasibﬂity of this proposal, and that it shall
report progress to the next session of the Zionist
General Council."”

I promised the parties that I would add a clarifying
note, what the Committee wanted to make sure in this text,
whether it came through entirely or not, is that the Execu-
tive shall have full power to make a decision one way or
another. It is not bound and it does not have to wait for
the next General Council. It should feel free to debate it
and make a decision, but whatever the decision is, it
should come back for next year and report.

Mrs. Judith Epstein: There are two words put into -
this statement which originally were there, but which were
taken out after the discussion and that is that the Council
views this proposal "with approval'. Not that there was
disapproval, but it was very clear even from the inadequate
discussion that was held, that there was much too much
involved in such a Committee, for us te have judgement as
to whether it was good or not.
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That is why we said that it should be passed on to the -
Executive. When it is said "with approval", this presupposes
the kind of discussion of the kind of point of view, which I
assure you, the Committee did not take, and therefore I urge
those two words be omitted.

Dr. Max Nussbaum: I would like to reply to this. I
am sorry, but as far as my sources are concerned, and the
text which I have before me, and studied again tonight what
was taken out as a result of opposition to it was a line that
the Executive should study it with a view toward implemen-
tation. That line was taken out. The first line in my text was
in, and was not taken out. I am speaking of "The Council
views this proposal with approval', these words. In my
sheet of paper that I'had, the third line was taken out, the
first one was left in, That 1s to the memory of most people
1 spoke with,

L.A,. Pincus; May I refer to a procedural point that
arose out of the voting. I think that the Presidium should
be asked to frame a regulation for the future conduct of the
General Council, to consider and frame a regulation which
‘would correspond in America to ""tabling a matter", would
correspond in British procedure to "moving the previous '
question', but not to find ourselves every time in a grip that
we can't wriggle out of when we don't want to vote on a mat-
ter. This kind of situation is well-known in parliamentary
procedure and all I do now is to express a request that the
Presidium should consider this, and if they come to the
conclusion, to frame a proper regulation.

The second point, and now I want to deal with the
procedure here. It may be very well to ask the parties to
move a votum separatum, or to have an interest in this
matter, but where you are asking the Executive to do some-
thing, I think it only right and proper that the President and
the Chairman should be given sight of the proposed resolution,
which is going to impose something on the Executive, before
it is brought straight on to the General Council.I asked
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Dr. Goldmann if he knew the details of this resolution.
He said '"No", and the first time that I saw it was when it
was placed on the table th1s evening. ~

I th1nk that procedure is somethmg that has to be taken
note of for the future. However, this is the position now,
and I would like to make my pos1t1on clear in this matter.

In my reply to the debate, I said that in principle, I thought
the recommendation of having a committee to deal with this
kind of matter was a good one, The manner, the nature,
the content should be left to the Executive. By now pre-
senting this resolution in this form, you are not leaving it
free to the Executive. You are putting the Executive in the .
position of having to say why it does not approve of this
prec1se Word1ng ‘

I would therefore ask you to keep the thmg in 11ne of
both Dr. Goldmann's reply and my reply, to leave para-
graphs 1 and 2 stand, and just say ... the Council recom-~
mends that the Executive give consideration to the feasibility
of this proposal and it shall report progress to the next
session of the Zionist General Council.' It is clear and
obvious that if the Executive comes to the conclusion that it
wants to do things, like in relation to all matters, it hasn't
got to wait for the next General Council, but can proceed
with its business.

But I don't think that there should be any words of
'this kind. I have had no opportunity of discussing it with
the Executive, I have had no opportunity of even discussing
it with myself, and under these circumstances, I can't see
any harm done to the persons proposing this resolution and
it would leave the Executive free to act in the light of the
declarations, both by Dr. Goldmann and myself.

Dr. Emanuel Neumann: : I don't quite understand.
I am the mover of this resolution. I want to introduce my-
self as the mover of this resolution. I don't really under-
stand what is taking place just now. I was*ex‘traordin:atrilyT A
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careful, before introducing a resolution of this character.
I discussed it with three persons I thought most authoritative
and who should be most concerned with it. I didn't have any
text before me at the time, but the principle is quite clear.
I discussed it with the President of our Organization, with
the Chairman of our Executive,and with the Prime Minister
of the State of Israel. I understood that all three of them
saw no objection to the adoption in principle of such a resolu-
tion. Now I recall very well, I am sure I am not mistaken,
just what Dr. Goldmann and Mr. Pincus said in their speeches.
Both of them said that if the General Council favours such a
proposal, they are prepared to favour it as well, to accept
such a recommendation. I propose a recommendation and
nothing more. This is the only thing which the General
Council did in its Political Committee. The original resolu~
tion was framed somewhat differently. It was referred to the
sub-committee of the Political Committee, the sub-committee
recommended it, with certain changes, unanimously. It was
then brought to the plenary session.of the Political Commit-
tee, where a further change was proposed and accepted all
sround, and I was present at the meeting of the Political
Committee in full session when this was voted upon and
adopted unanimously. So I don't quite understand, my dear
friend Mr. Pincus, who virtually invited that kind of resolu-
tion by saying that if the General Council wants to favour such
" a step, he sees no objection to it. . These were the words of
Dr. Goldmann, these were the words of Abba Eban.

I don't know what more a human being like myself can
do in order to assure that nothing untowards happens. I
would wonder what can be pointed to by Mr. Pincus or any-
one else in the text of this resolution which 1mposes upon
the Executive anything whatever. It simply recommends to
the Executive — first it contains an expression of approval
of the principle of suéh a special committee. We were. very
careful not to give it a name. There were d1fferences of ‘
opinion about a name. I would have preferred a certam name,
Dr. Goldmann suggested another name. He suggested Inter-
national Relations Committee. However, we said no name,
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we said as little as we could about it, accepting the general
principle that a special committee of this nature would be
a good thing to have, provided that the Executive thinks so
too, and it is willing to study it further, and adopt its own
course of action.

I would appeal to my dear friend Mr. Pincus, to re-
consider what he has said just now, which in my humble
opinion, I say with all due respect, is quite inconsistent
with the position that you took earlier in the session.

Sir Barnett Janner: I am very glad that Mr. Pincus
made the statement he did in respect of procedure at our
meetings. Some of you may have noted that when it came
to a question of a minority vote, I abstained, because I
felt that in any democratic constitutional body, it was im-
possible to suppress in any way a minority vote, but that
a body like ours could, as every other constitutional body
does, move the previous question, which is an entirely
different thing and which, in fact, enables any matter
similar to the one that we had this evening, from being
placed in such a position as to make it impossible for some
people to say that they agree with part of a resolution, a
minority resolution, but disagreed with another part.

Now with regard to this particularproposal, I am
not quite able to understand what Mr. Pincus was driving
at. I agreed with Dr. Neumann that this resolution gives
the right. to an Executive in order to examine and bring for- -
ward proposals which are consistent with the establishment
of a body, the nature of which we are referring to. I .do
not agree, and I believe that this is now a general view which
is being taken up by modern parliamentary organizations,
that an Executive, and I am not placing any implication
on our Executive, is entitled to so bind an organization
that it shan't have the right at a later stage to examine
proposals which the Executive wants to make, in respect
of any matter.
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" to the speeches — reflected a willingness to argue and to
take into account weaknesses and errors.,

In earlier years —this I should like to note —when
Aliyah was discussed it inevitably developed into an argu-
ment between the Israelis and the Americans. The impres-
sion ereated was that the Israelis suspected that the Ameri-
cans were not all interested in Aliyah, while the Americans
felt that the Israelis were making unjustified demands.
Obviously, there are different approaches to the problem
of Aliyah, from the point of view of the Israeli who knows
the meaning of a2 smaller influx, and from the point of view
of a resident of New York or Montevideo, who might ap-
preciate it rationally but does not feel it daily in the general
mood of the country. In sum, however, I feel that there
was a more general readiness to make concessions, and in
this respect the Zionist Organization has not lived up to
expectations of Israel and many of us. If the blame must
be laid at the door of objective 01rcumstances or to the
absence of élan, of effort on the part of the Ieaders of the
Movement when faced with major difficulties of encouraging
Aliyah from the West —I prefer not to enter into this ques-
tion. I believe that the entire General Council ~ this was
not the case‘previously— from the more extreme Israel ~ -
elements, to‘the Americans and other groups, who were
considered in Israel as not being interested in Aliyah,
were at the present Session permeated with the conscious-
ness that if we do not succeed in altering this situation, at
this historic juneture when immigration from the rescue
countrle's has come to an end - we shall be confronted with -

a very traglc problem The problem will pose the question:"
Where do we go from here? This will be the situation if
immigration remains at its present small dimensions.

Here we were kclonsci'ou;s of feelings of concern if we do not
succeed in changing this state of affairs, concern which

was shared by all parties represented in the General Coun-
cil. At the time when we knew that in any case some eighty

~ thousand 1mm1grants were entermg the country every year
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the concern was not pressing. On the contrary the feeling
was that if in addition some of tens of thousands of new-~ "
comers arrived from the free countries, absorption pros-
pects would be undermined. Concern was two-sided. There
was an ideological recognition of Aliyah. But now it has
become a very grave problem and I think that we all shared
this concern in the Debate, which was so sharply formulated
by the Prime Minister, and I know that this is the chief of
his anxieties. In all talks about other problems he comes
back to this one, and I understand his anxiety. I believe

~ that we shall take this concern with us to our homes. This
is an important achievement of the General Council.

There is another aspect of the General Council Session
I wish to dwell upon. Sometimes we create differences in
order to be able to argue about them. And in order to en-
sure that the debate does not become boring we stress the
finest nuances, which have little real significance. For
years it has been said that there are differences of opinion
between myself and others about the Russian question. But
I did not have the slightest difficulty in voting for the resolu-
tion. And all this talk about Goldmann's policy and some
other policy is no more than idle talk. The unanimity with
which the resolution was supported reflects the fact that
there existed no great dlfferences about this central Jew1sh
problem.

This year is a year of important Jewish anniversaries,
and I hope that our Zionist work will take this into account.
Each of these anniversaries recalls a stage in that out-
standing and — even bearing in mind the defects we discover 3
in ourselves — the wonderful triumphal march of the Zionist

-Movement. :

Seventy years ago, as you yourselves know, the First
Zionist Congress was held. ' It was not taken seriously at
the time not only by the Gentiles but even by the majority
of Jews. It was greeted with scorn. I am not talking about
the Protest-Rabbis. Most Jews did not even protest; they
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fantasy — to build a Jewish homeland after two thousand years
years of Golah. I mention this because sometimes we ~
become disappointed and despondent. In these days we have
lived through in Israel — and we continue to experience it—
an atmosphere of doubt and discouragement, and we should
have encouraged Israel. I say this because sometimes we
ourselves become despondent and discouraged. We are
living through a period — which will continue — of doubt and
discouragement when we should serve as a source of en-
couragement for Israel and induce the Israelis to see the
picture as a whole.

I know that world history has contributed to this.
When Zionists and Jews generally begin to be a little weak,
and ask themselves what the morrow would bring forth, that
there is no security and they have their economic troubles,
then they must give one look at the wonderful realization of
their aspirations. I myself know of few other examples
of the indication of such a Utopian idea, not of a normal
national movement generated by a majority resolved to
liberate itself from alien domination. What movement has
secured liberation in less than fifty years? Ours, however,
is the only example of a people resolving to establish a State
in a country in which it has only a small minority, and the
people had to introduce others of its sons and daughters to
make the State a reality. It has not completed this task,
it is still in the middle of the process. What has been
achieved in the past eighteen years, the further realiza-
tion, the consolidation of the State, is something legendary
in world history, and not only in Jewish history,

This year we shall mark the fiftieth anniversary of
the Balfour Declaration, the first great political step to the
realization of the great vision of the Jewish State. When
the Balfour Declaration was issued fifty years ago, who
thought that thirty years later a Jewish State would be
realized? Indeed how any of us, at the end of the Second
World War, thought that we would see the foundation of a
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Jewish State? I recall—I will permit myself a personal
note — in 1946 I went to see the camps in Germany together
with Wise. When we came to the first camp the Jews there
were very angry. Two Jewish representatives had come
from America, and they began to ask: "How long would they
remain there ? What would happen to them ? What did the
future hold for them? There was no road back. Their
families had been massacred. I said to them: In front of
us is a long dark tunnel. But if I am not an incorrigibly
naive optimist, even at the entrance to the tunnel I can see
a light at the end of the tunnel, wich indicates a Jewish -
State. Wise, who was a great Jew and a great optimist,
when we were on our own back to our hotel, said to me:

If you wished to comfort them I can understand you. But
how can you have the temerity to say that we will have a_
Jewish State ?"'If a Jew like Wise did not yet believe in the
poss1b111ty then needless to say the majority among us did
not believe in it.

The first political step had already been taken, and I
do not know where we would be today had it not been for the
Balfour Declaration, despite all the accounts we have with -
the British, and all the trouble we had with the Mandatory

administration. And our resolution finally to finish with the =~

Mandatory Administration and to set up our own Jewish State,
even at the the cost of some of the territory of Eretz Israel.
But as I say, even this many of us did not believe. The
process of realization was unbelievably rapid.

This year we also celebrate the creation of the Jewish
Legion, which saw service in the First World War‘, } ThlS
constituted the first step towards our own Jewish Army..
was a first step which led to the Haganah and later to. the ,
Israel Defence Army. Symbohcally and factually the' signi-
fication of the creation of the Legion was hardly less than the
political importance of the Balfour Declaratlon

It was a minor attempt, but we should always re spect
- Quixotic attempts, When they are st111 umversally reg'arded
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with scepticism. They need more courage, vision, more
imagination, than the things that have already been given
general approbation. And we cannot mention the Jewish
Legion without recalling the name — which I have already
done on another occasion - of the great legendary Zionist
figure, who fathered the idea — Jabotinsky. I believe that
if he were among us today he would be able to contribute

- a lot to the forms of our debates between the parties in
Israel, and in Zionism. He put through the idea notwith-
standing the opposition of the majority in the Executive,
who were motivated by political considerations - of neutrality
etc —and it is just as well to remember this, for later they
were political opponents, that the only leader who support-
ed him from the outset, was the then~President of the
Movement Chaim Weizmann, In this matter he and Jabo-
tinsky marched together, though the credit for the idea of
setting upa Jewish Legion belongs to that legendary figure —
Jabotinsky.

There is also a twentieth anniversary to be marked.
I mention it in the same context, for one follows from the
other — the resolution of the United Nations regarding the
establishment of a Jewish State in part of Palestine, I
know that in this country there was temporarily a tendency
not to think too highly of this decision. I belong to those —
together with our unforgettable colleague and friend, Moshe
Sharett, and others, who know the inside story, and I am
sure that Emanuel Neumann and Rose Halprin and others
who carried on political activity will bear me out—1 do not
know whether we should have had the Jewish State today if
it had not been for that resolution of the United Nations
which gave us the imprimatur of the non-Jewish world,
especially in view of the fact thatboth East and West voted
for it. Had both of them not supported the resolution the
resolution would not have been passed, for it would not
have obtained a majority. '

I have said this as from the earlier anniversaries
we must learn courage, when we look at what we have
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achieved, in the historic context. And from the importance
of the decision of the United Nations the conclusion must

be drawn that the sympathy of the non-Jewish world is very
important for us. I do not think that this should be so much
~ preached about in Israel, as previously. I recall other
years when I spoke in this fashion and I was called a Golus
Jew, one who thinks too much of the Goyim. How much
importance have they for us? We can do everything our-
selves. Today we need no longer speak in this fashion.
There is a new appreciation of the problems.

I always said that second decade would be more dif-
ficult still. Sympathy for Israel —let us speak frankly - is
not as great in other parts of the world as it was twenty years
ago for Zionism, or fifteen years ago for the young Jewish
State. In the degree in which Israel has become a real
factor affecting the interests of other countries —it is no
longer a matter of Zionism and the people of the Bible and
so on and so forth, which was not taken too seriously - ab-
solute support is not a priori ensured. So a great effort on
the part of Israel, and of the Jewish people, which in cer-
tain respects has more influence on non-Jewish public opi~
nion than Israel, because the Jews live among the nations .
and have their friends and their contacts, politically and
culturally, and it is precisely the present crisis, the secu-
rity crisis of Israel, which will not vanish overnight, so it
is important to recreate the mood that led to a two-thirds -
majority in the United Nations in favour of a Jewish State
twenty years back.

And a final remark about the growing and necessary

cooperation of the Jewish people. This cooperation must
become closer and closer if Israel is to overcome its prob-
lems. The present crisis is not the first and not the last.
" It is not important what name itgoes by. Israel is entering
upon a period of great problems, political,security,economic,
immigration, with far-reaching consequences, with rami-
fications which I do not wish to go into now, and in such a
situation it will stand in need of more, much more,
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cooperation with the Jewish people. If there was any time
in the past when there was doubt in certain Israel 01rcles
and it was assumed that we could manage with a little
friendship and a 11tt1e money, in ‘this respect I believe that
in the course of time Israel has also learnt a lot, not es-
pecially from the current ‘cutback, but in the passage of the
years, and the youth of Israel also has this feeling. For

me present forms of friendship and cooperauon are not
enough, I am not making any proposals, certainly at this
closing stage of ‘the General Council, but for me the Charter
is not enough, and also not the attltude of the greater part
of the Jewish people. Much more must be done but it is not
easy. The _people must be better organized than it is today.
The people must become more closely attached to Israel.
World Jewry, or the greater part thereof " which regards
Israel favourably, must assume more respons1b111ty, which
implies certain things on the part of Israel. This constitutes
one of the great problems confronting us in the next few
vears, during which the difficulties of consolidating the
State will- probably grow, and we shall need greater efforts
on the part of World Jewry.

I believe that if Israel took note of what took place in
this Session of the General Council, and I think that the
press reported it better than in previous years. I hope that
the press will learn something from the pretence of part of
the youth that Zionism is nonsense and then this source of
trouble will also vanish. Without this sort of "nonsense" I
do not know how that will solve their problems. The
General Council, if Israel listened to it at all, absorbed as
it was in its other problems, should have furnished some
encouragement. - In my opening speech I said that normally -
we derive encouragement from Israel. -We constitute an
organization the majority of whose:members live in the
Diaspora, and this time the Diaspora has been a source of .
encouragement for Israel. It is easier for us to be opt1m1s-
tic because of the: dlstance.~- S :
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You need not tell me that Russia is important. The
fight against Neo-Nazism is also important. And combatAing‘-
anti-Semitism in South America is also important, And
Jewish schools are more important than all of them taken
together. But most important of all, for without all the
other problems have no prospects of solution at all, is to
assist the State to overcome its difficulties, and to guaran-
tee its development, to give Israel the feeling that behind it
stands the Jewish people. That is our paramount task — to
create an organization which, by virtue of its prestige, its.
influence, the position it occupies in Jewish life, can speak
for the Jewish people, and create such a people or influence
such a people, that through us primarily, and through other
organizations with which we collaborate, we shall be deter-
mined to -secure the future and destiny of the State of Israel;
which is the central problem of the Jewish people.  All other
problems are dependent upon this one problem. We must
give Israel the feeling that it does not stand alone even in
years when Aliyah is small. The Israelis must feel that
behind them stand millions of Jews and if they are given
that feeling, to ensure a situation in which the crisis will.
pass. It can continue, and be followed by other crises,
that is inevitable, but the people must know that they operate
in the name of the Jewish people, that the Jewish people is
behind them. And when we go back to our diverse countries\
we must mobilize the people to give Israel the guarantee,
because to secure Israel is pnmarxly to secure the Jevnsh
people.

:CLOSING SPEECH

co by :

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL
Mr Jacob Tsur

I proceed to the cIosing of this Session, virtually contrary
to good Zionist tradition: It is still one hour before mid-
night, and the atmosphere is almost calm. It seems that
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the Movement has reached a furning point, that it is en-
listing its entire cogitative capacity, that it is-mobilizing
all of its patience, to seek out new ways. I wish to note
for the second year, the second consecutive year, the =
interest evinced by the public, both Israel in general and
among the Jerusalem public in particular, in these delibe-
rations. ‘At the opening session attended by two thousand
Jerusalemites, and in this small hall there were more
people outside than within, This is the beginning to regard
the Zionist Movement as vital. Before we convened for this
meeting, one of our trusted delegates said to me: "What a
pity. Most of the resolutions have been passed unanimous-
ly. There are no differences of opinion and so things are
not so interesting.!" Something was remedied in the final -
meeting, it is true, but the fact remains that on most of
the vital questions of the Movement there were no differ-
ences. There was a certain effort to achieve the atmosphere
of today, and to adjust our thinking accordingly. It may

be that this Session was held to a special accompaniment,
the cannon roaring on the borders, the mines blasting
elsewhere; the difficult general mood, which we could not
ignore and which affects Zionism in the Golah, perhaps -
more than it affects the Yishuv in this country.

" Iregard it as a good sign that the General Council
does not conduct its deliberations in a vacuum, and that
both in the opening remarks »a‘nd,in the declarations made
in the course of the debate positions were taken on current
Israel problems. : '

Those of you who have come from abroad will now
return to your homes. Much has been spoken here about
reforms but there is only one reform really vital, and that
is to open the doors of the Zionist Organization and to go
out and conquer the people. I say this because there is
one question which was not discussed in the plenary meet-
ings but nevertheless occupied a central position in our
considerations in the recent period, and that is the Com-
mittee on Structure and what measures we are to adopt.
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There can be the best of all possible constitutions, but they
may not bring about action, if they are not put into effect.

It may have been a good thing that the President of the

Zionist Organization plunged deep into history. True enough,
from time to time, we, Members of the Zionist Organization
prove that we live in history.

But the continuity of history is not enough, in itself,
to show the road we must follow in the future. Certainly in
this seventieth anniversary year of the Zionist Organization
we must look back and survey the road we have followed.
But the past, history, is not for nostalgia, but for inspira-
tion for the future, lending new dimension to faith. And this
blessing of a new dimension, or a new impetus, and seeing
the organization of our movement from afar is what we must
seek. :
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RESOLUTIONS

A, THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND THE POSITION
OF THE JEWS IN THE DIASPORA

1. The Situation on Israel's Frontiers

~The Zionist General Council strongly condems the
acts of terrorism by Arab elements calculated to disturb the
peace on Israel's borders. Unless these acts cease forthwith
a dangerous deterioration of the security situation in this
area is inevitable. Israel's right to defend its borders is
indisputable. The Zionist Movement pledges itself to sup-
port Israel in all its efforts to maintain the integrity of its
borders and the safety of its citizens.

2. Security and Arms Race in the Middle East

(a) 'The Zionist General Council calls on the Great
Powers to ensure the integrity and independence of all states
in the Middle East.

(b) The arms race in the Middle East constitutes a
threat to peace in the region and throughout the world, im-
poses a heavy burden on all the states concerned and hampers
their peaceful development. Gravely concerned at this
state of affairs, the Zionist General Council earnestly ap~-
peals to the Great Powers to halt this arms race.

(c) Until the arms race ceases, the Zioms’g General
Council calls upon the Great Powers concerned to continue.
their policy of assisting the State of Israel to maintain its
deterrent and defensive strength,
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3. Israel-Arab Relations

The Zionist General Council notes with satisfaction
that notwithstanding recurrent hostile declarations of most
of the official spok_ésmen of the Arab States, voices continue
to be heard attesting a desire for co-existence between the
State of Israel and the Arab States. The Zionist General
Council expresses the hope that these trends will grow for
the benefit of all the peoples in the region and in the interest
of world peace. The Zionist Movement shares the desire
and fully supports the efforts of the State of Israel to bring
about peace w1th its nelghbours

4, -Access to the Holy Places

The Zionist General Council notes with profound
disappointment that despite the relevant provisions of the
Israel-Jordan Armistice Agreement Jews to this day do not
have access to their Holy Places in the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan. The Council calls upon the United Nations and
all the governments of the world to secure the implementa-
tion of Article 8 of the Armistice Agreement.

5. The Arab Boycott

The Zionist General Council strongly condems the
Arab boycott in all its aspects. No enlightened and self-
respecting government or industrial and commercial under-
taking can submit to pressures of this kind. The Council
welcomes the actions of those governments and undertakings
who have rejected the boycott, and expresses the hope that
others will follow suit. The Zionist Movement, for its part,.
will work unremittingly to combat the boycott and will
continue to mobilize public opinion towards this end.
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6. Israel's Relations with the Developing Countries and Asia

(a) The Zionist General Council notes with satisfac-
tion the strengthening of Israel's international ties, and
welcomes the existing and growing successful cooperation
between Israel and the developing countries. /

(b) The Zionist General Council considers close
relations between Israel and theStates of the Asian Continent
to be of vital importance. It welcomes the efforts of the
State of Israel to extend its relatlons and strenghten its ties
with these States.

7. Jerusalem

The Zionist General Council notes with satisfaction
that an increasing number of countries represented in Israel
have established their d1plomat1c missions 1n Jerusalem-—-
the State s capital.

The Council calls upon all other States represented
in Israel to conform with accepted diplomatic practice and
to establish their missions in Israel's capital.

8. Israel and the Soviet Union

The Zionist General Council, noting the continued
efforts of the Israel Government to bring about an improve-
ment in Soviet-Israel relations, expresses the hope that
these efforts will bear tangible fruit. The Council expres-
ses the hope that the Soviet Union, which played an historic
role in the establishment of Israel in 1947 and 1948, will:
contribute to the easing of tension in the region and to the -
estabhshment of peace therein. :



9. Soviet Jewry

The Zionist General Council welcomes the declaration
by the Premier of the U.S.S.R., Mr. A. Kosygin, on
December 3, 1966, to the effect that the Soviet Government
will do everything possible to facilitate the reunion of fa-
milies, including those who wish to leave the U.S.S.R. and
that there is not and will not be any problem in regard there-
to. . .

The Council will follow with deep interest the imple-
mentation of this humanitarian policy.

The Council would, in this spirit, urge upon the Soviet
Government the acceptance and implementation of a policy
to enable Jews in the U.S.S.R. desirous of coming to Israel
to do so.

The Council appreciates the fact that certain positive
steps have been taken to ameliorate the cultural and religious
life of the Jewish minority in the U.S.S.R. However, the
Jewish community, as a national and religious minority is,
in contradistinction to other minorities, still bereft of
essential media and institutions required to transmit Jew-
ish culture to the younger generation,to supply religious
needs, to train rabbis and teachers in the U.8.8.R. and to
maintain contacts with Jews, throughout the world. The
Council urgently calls upon the Government of the U.S.S.R.
to remedy this situation. ‘

10. Western Germany

(a) The Zionist General Council notes with deep
anxiety symptoms of a revival in the Federal Republic of
Germany of extreme nationalism with neo-Nazi tendencies.
This is bound to be a source of danger to mankind in gene-
ral and to the Jewish people in particular,
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This manifestation calls for constant vigilance on the
part of the nations of the world, the Jewish people and the
State of Israel, and the encouragement of the efforts of all
those engaged in the struggle to uproot this menace.

(b) The Council calls on the Federal German Govern-
ment to undertake a comprehensive educational campaign to
eradicate the remnants of the spirit of Nazism in that coun-
try.

(c) The application of a Statute of Limitations to the
- crime of genocide contradicts the moral foundations of
civilized society. The Zionist General Council calls upon
the Federal Government to give effect to this principle.

11, East Germany

The Zionist General Council condemns the persistent
refusal of East Germany to make restitution to the victims
of Nazism or in any way to help in their rehabilitation, de-
spite the demands made to it by the State of Israel and by
Jewish world organizations. The Council calls upon East
Germany forthwith to take positive action in this regard.

- Furthermore, the Council expresses its dismay that East
Germany has in recent years supported the Arab policy of
hostility towards Israel, aimed at the destructlon of the
Jewish State,

12, Trials of Nazi Criminals in Austria

~ The Zionist General Council expresses its. d1smay at
the lenient sentences imposed and improper verd1cts dehver-
ed in the trials of Nazi criminals in Austria, and requests
the Austrian Government to take all necessary steps to en~
sure that justice is done.
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13. Special Committee

The serious problems confronting the Jewish people
in various parts of the world and the continuing problems
affecting Israel's position and security call for increased
vigilance and effective action by the Zionist Movement.

The Zionist General Council notes the statements
made by the President of the World Zionist Organization
and the Chairman of the Executive favouring the establish-
ment of a special committee, whose principal function would
be to intensify Zionist awareness of these problems and
activate the entire Movement more fully. '

The Council views this proposal with approval and
recommends that the Executive study the feasibility of this
proposal and that it report progress to the next Session of
the Zionist General Council.

B. IMMIGRATION AND ABSORPTION
14. Declaration on Immigration

The Zionist General Council regards immigration to
Israel as the cornerstone of the public and Zionist activity
of the Zionist organizations and calls upon their members
to foster Aliyah consciousness, stressing the need for
immigration, and striving for personal realization by im-
migrating to Israel.

The Zionist General Council has heard from the Prime
Minister of Israel, the Minister of Labour, the Chairman
of the Zionist Executive, and members of the Executive
about the grave consequences, in economic and security
terms, of the slowdown in immigration.

In this serious transition period the intensification of
immigration from the countries of affluence must reflect the
identification of the Jewish people in the dispersion with the
State of Israel and its problems.
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Therefore, the Zionist General Council calls on all
Zionist organizations and their branches to place their ac-~
tivities for the encouragement of immigration at the centre
of their programme of activities: pioneer immigration
through the Halutz youth movements, an intensification of
immigration through the Youth Aliyah, the immigration of
members of the liberal professions, of young people coming
to study in Israel's high schools and institutions of religious
learning, of artisans and craftsmen and investors setting
up economic enterprises in Israel. ‘

Israel society is morally obliged to facilitate the ab-
sorption of this immigration by deepening the consciousness
of absorption in its ranks and by the creation of a favourable
atmosphere for the social integration of the immigrants.

15. Cooperation with the Government of Israel .

The Zionist General Council notes with satisfaction
the cooperation between the Jewish Agency and the Govern-
ment of Israel, in implementing the basic policy for the en- .
couragement of Aliyah and the improvement of the methods
of absorption, and considers it necessary to expedite the
establishment of a Joint Immigration and Absorption Autho-
rity within the framework of the Charter between the Jevnsh
Agency and the Government of Israel.

16, Family Reunion Aliyah

- The General Council welcomes the first stirrings of
a '""Family Reunion Aliyah" and expresses the hope that this
Aliyah will continue and expand. The Executive and its
various organs, as well as the whole Yishuv, will have to"
make every effort for the speedy absorption of this Aliyah
in both social and economic respects.
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17. Continuation of Aliyah from Lands of Distress

The General Council attaches particular importance
to the continued fostering of Aliyah from areas of distress,
especially as regards ne mbers of the middle classes and
professionals who, in respect of their absorption in Israel,
enjoy all the facilities accorded to immigrants from affluent
countries.

18, Immigration of Students

The General Council reagrds as most beneficial the
expansion of activities for bringing over university and .
Yeshiva students from all countries. The Council notes
with particular appreciation the activities of the Oded youth
movement. whose aim is to effect the immigration of Jewish
students from North Africa who are now in France.

19. Information for the Encouragement of Aliyah

The General Council stresses the importance of
information activities for the encouragement of Aliyah both
by visits of delegations of spiritual leaders and public
figures from all walks of life in accordance with the resolu-
tions of the 26th Congress and by the holding of special
‘information months' and any other suitable means.

20, Training of Emissaries

The General Council stresses the importance of
thorough training of emissaries active in the field of Aliyah
as regards their knowledge of absorption facilities in Israel
and their suitability for the countriesto which they are sent.
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21. ConsciousneSs of Absorptioh in Israel

The General Council appeals to the inhabitants of . .
Israel to intensify absorption-consciousness in Israel and to
work for the social integration of immigrants on the lines of
work already conducted by immigrants' organizations,
women's organizations and existing volunteer groups.

22 Adaptatmn of Hous1ng to the Nature of Ahyah

The General Councﬂ approves of 1n1tlat1ve to adapt
immigrants' housing to the character of the new Aliyah, e.g.:
provision of flats for rent in all parts of the country, in-
cluding flats for single adults and childless couples; expansion
of the network of hostels, the establishment of boarding
schools in hostels for young people, with classes for the
study of Hebrew and vocational training.

23. Consolidation of Development Towns

The General Council views with anxiety the slow - '
progress and expansion of development towns and appeals” to
government and public bodies to work for the1r economic-and
social eonsohdatlon S ‘

24. Immigrants to Agricultural Settlements ‘!

The General Council considers it important that it~ -
migrants be directed to agricultural settlement in Kibbutzim
and moshavim and welcomes the Government's programme
for diverting young couples and immigrant families from
urban to rural areas, and members of the second generation
to new settlements.
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25. Encouragement of Studies in Ulpanim

The General Council recommends the conduct of
information activities among Jewish organizations and
youh abroad with a view to encouraging the study of Hebrew
ulpanim in Israel, which are a valuable instrument for
stimulating Aliyah and facilitating integration.

26. Legislation for the Promotion of Aliyah |

The General Council re-emphasizes the urgent need -
for the implementation of the decision of the 26th Congress
concerning special legislation for-the promotion and en-
couragement of the Aliyah of people of means and profes-
sionals and for granting additional privileges to immigrants
regarding capital transfer, import duties, property taxes
ete.

27. Youth Aliyah

The General Council expresses its thanks to all
supporters of Youth Aliyah in Israel and abroad for their
efforts in mobilizing part of Youth Aliyah's budget. In
view of the new tasks confronting Youth Aliyah, the Council
appeals to all Friends and Committees of Youth Aliyah to
increase their activities on behalf of Youth Aliyah in order
to further the following aims: the acceleration of immigra-
tion and facilitation of the absorption of immigrant youth
from both affluent countries and areas of distress, the
facilitation of the absorption of the children of immigrants
in Israel and the furtherance of their social and vocational
integration in the country. :
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~ C. BUDGET AND FINANCE

28. Implementation of Budgets in the Period
April 1, 1965 - September 30, 1966

The Zionist General Council takes note of the Financial
Report of the World Zionist Organization — Jewish Agency
for Israel for the period of April 1, 1965 - September 30,
1966, and expresses its gratification at the implementation
of budgets during this period.

29, Budget Estimates for 1967/68

The Zionist General Council notes the estimated in-
come of the World Zionist Organization — Jewish Agency for
Israel in the amount of IL 309,776, 000 and of the framework
for the expenditure budget in the same sum, which is based
on the principle of no increase in debts, and authorizes the
Permanent Budget and Finance Committee to consider and
decide on: ' ’

(a) details of the Expenditure Budgets;

(b) any further budget which may be submitted to it
by the Jewish Agency Executive in the course of
the budgetary year in the light of further needs
and developments.

30. Payment of Expenses to Members of the
Zionist General Council |

Following a recommendation adopted at the previous
session, the General Council reaffirms that, while reco-
gnizing the principle that representatives of the movement
have the right to have their expenses paid for travel to the
Sessions of the General Council, it calls upon the Members
of the General Council to endeavour to cover these expenses
themselves either in whole or in part.
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Detailed regulations on this matter are subject to
the approval of the Permanent Budget and Finance Com~
mittee. ‘

D. THE FUNDS
31. The United Israel Appeal

The funds received from the United Israel Appeal, "
the principal beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal in the
United States, and the Keren Hayesod— United Israel Appeals
in other countries, serve as the main source of finance for
the budget of the World Zionist Organization— the Jewish
Agency. 'The Zionist General Council therefore calls upon
Jews throughout the world, and particularly organized
Zionists, to remember that the implementation of the above
budget depends upon a greater general effort to increase
contributions to the United Appeals in the various countries.
It calls on every Jew to participate actively in the work of
the campaigns.

32. Approval of the Jewish National Fund
Budget for 1967/68

The General Council authorizes the Permanent Budget
and Finance Committee to consider and decide upon the
budgetary proposals of the Jewish National Fund for the
year 1967/68, which will be submitted to it in due course.

-33. Land Development by the K.K.L.

- The Council has taken note of the large-scale plans.
for the development which the Jewish National Fund has been
been called upon to carry out in the interests of the coun-
try's economic growth and progress.



331

Since implementation of these plans requires the
urgent mobilization of additional funds the Council calls on
all organizations, institutions and individuals to intensify
work for the Jewish National Fund so as to increase its in-
come from contributions by all means at their disposal.

E. THE COMPTROLLER
34. Comptroller's Report

The Zionist General Council takes note of the 10th
annual Report of the Comptroller of the World Zionist
Organization - Jewish Agency for Israel and of the observa-
tions of the Executive on the Report which have been submit-
ted to the Zionist General Council. ‘

The Zionist General Council approves of the findings
of the Permanent Budget and Finance Committee as adopted
and approved unanimously at its meeting of December 16,
1966, as follows:

"The Committee expresses its gratification to the
Comptroller and his Office for their comprehensive report
on the various fields of activity of the Zionist Executive and
its institutions, and takes note of the prompt and adequate
reply :

By virtue of the authority granted it by Section 16 (b)
of its Statutes the Committee resolves:

(a) The findings of the Committee require constant"
follow-up by the Comptroller's Office with regard to the
implementation of the reforms which the Executive has
undertaken to carry out in the coming budgetary year. -

~(b) The Committee will set up a special sub-commit-
tee from among its members, to examine the problems
raised by the Comptroller in connection with the companies
of the Zionist Movement and its institutions and will submit
its findings to the full Budget and Finance Committee within
four months of the publication of the Report,
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(c) On the completion of the work of the sub-
committee on Companies the Permanent Budget and Finance
Committee will draw its conclusions regarding the details
of the Comptroller's Report.

F. ORGANIZATION

35. The Zionist Council in Israel

The Zionist General Council expresses its gratifica-
tion at the recommendation of the Commission on Re-organi-
zation to establish a Zionist Council in Israel, charged with
the promotion of Zionist values and fostering the conscious-
ness of unity of the Jewish people, with disseminating know-
ledge of Diaspora Jewry and its problems, within the Israel
community, and encouraging activities for the social and
spiritual integration of immigrants. V

The Zionist General Council charges the Presidium
in consultation with the Executive of the World Zionist
Organization, to take all necessary steps for determining
the composition of the Zionist Council in Isra€el as soon as
possible.

'G. LEGISLATIVE MATTERS
' 36. Amendments to the Constitution

By virtue of Article 64 of the Constitution of the World
Zionist Organization, in pursuance of Resolution 18 (a) (hh)
of the 26th Zionist Congress authorizing the Zionist General
Council to decide upon amendments to the Constitution of
the World Zionist Organization, and in accordance with .
Resolution 14 of the Zionist General Council in its Session
of January 1966, the Council resolves as follows:

Following Chapter II of the Constitution, Chapter III
to read as follows, shall be inserted:
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OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BODIES
OF THE WORLD ZIONIST O_RGANIZATIONV TO THE FUNDS

Obligations of the Members
of the governing bodies of
the World Zionist Organization

Article 60 (a)

Sectlon 1 Members of the governing bodies of the WZO men-
~ tioned in Article 14 (e) of the Constitution are
obliged to fulfil their obligations towards the Keren
Hayesod — United Israel Appeal, the UJA and the
KKL (hereinafter '"Funds') in the course of the
whole Congress period.

Section 2: If a member of the governing bodies mentioned in
Sec. 1 has not fulfilled his obligations towards the
Funds, the Executive shall notify the Attorney of
the WZO in order teo initiate steps before the Con-
gress Tribunal in accordance with Article 49,

- Sec.l1(g). The Executive is also entitled to sus-
- pend his membership of the body until the deci-
sion of the Attorney. The Executive shall im~
mediately notify the Attorney of such suspension
of membership. Details of Procedure shall be
determined in the Regulations for the Implement-
ation of the Constitution,

Article 7, lit. (f) and (g) .
Obligations of the members
of Terntor1a1 Institutions

Following Artlcle 7, 11t (e) of the Constlmtion 111: (f)
and (g) to read as follows shall be mserted

Lit. (f) To stipulate that a person must have fulfilled his
obligations towards the Keren Hayesod — United Israel
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Appeal, the UJA and the KKL during the whole term [

- of his office in order to quahfy for office in the Zion-
‘ist Federation analogous to those mentioned in
Article 14 (e) and to assure the fulfilment of the
above obligations by means of regulations on the.
model of the provisions of Article 60 (a) of the
Constitution, and of Regulation 11 of the Regulations
for the Implementation of the Constitition,

Lit. (g) To ensure the right of a.ny person whose membership
in a governing body of the Federation has been sus-
, pended in accordance with the aforementioned lit.,
" to appeal from such decision to the Territorial
‘Judicial Body (Article 57) and from the decision of
that body to the Congress Tribunal,

Chapters II1, IV, V and VI of the Constltutlon shall
henceforth be chapters IV, V, VI and VII respect1ve1y,. ,

37. Amendment to the Regulations for the Implementatmn of
~ the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization

By virtue of Articles 60 (a) and 65 of the Constitution
of the World Zionist Organization, the General Council
resolves to adopt the following Regulation of the Regulations
for the Implementation of the Constitution.

Regulation 11 -
(to Article 60 (a) of the Const1tut10n)

Obligations of the
members of governing
bodies of WZO

(a) The Executive shall submit the list of the members of
the governing bodies mentioned in Art. 14 (e) of the
Constitution (hereinafter, "the Bodies") to the Central
Offices of the Keren Hayesod - United Israel Appeal,
the UJA and the KKL (hereinafter, "Central Offices of



(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

®
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..the Funds'), within one month of their election, If the

members of the bodies were elected successively, par-
tial lists shall be submitted within one month of each
election.

The Central Offices of the Funds shall examine direct-
ly or through the territorial committees concerned if
all members on the list have fulfilled their obligations

 towards the Funds in the year of election.

Fulfilment of obligations implies a contribution appro-
priate to the economic position of the member, having
regard to the general level of contributions in the coun-
try concerned. The Central Office of each Fund is
entitled to exempt a member of a Body from the fulfil-
ment of his obligation in view of his economic position.

The Central Office of each Fund shall examine each year
following the year of election whether all members of
the Body continue to fulfil their obligations towards the
Funds. The Executive shall inform the Central Offices
of the Funds of any change in the personal composition
of the Bodies.

Should any member 6f a Body not fulfil his obligation,
the Central Office of the Fund concerned shall warn
and request him to do so within a month of the receipt -
of the warning.

- Should the member not fylfil his obligation in spite of

the warning, the Central Office of the Fund shall notify
the Executive, which shall transmit this notification

‘to the Attorney of the Zionist Organization in order to
_ take steps against the member in accordance with

Article 49, Section 1 (g) of the Constitution. If the
Executive decides to suspend his membership of the
Body, it shall immediately notify the Attorney of this
decision,
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Should the Attorney be of the opinion that the member
‘has not complied with his obligations'fowards the, Fund,
he shall file a Bill of Complaint with the Congress
Tribunal in accordance with Chapter F of the Rules of
Procedure of the Congress Tribunal. If the Attorney is

~ satisfied that the membership in the Body should be
suspended until the final decision of the Tr1buna1 he
shall request the Tr1buna1 in accordance with Rule 43
of Procedure of the Congress Tribunal.

38. Amendment of the Standing Orders of the
: - Zionist General Council

'Term of the Session

‘ Section 6‘ shall read ae follows:

. "Subject to Arti‘cle 36 of the Constitution, the ordinary

- sessions of the General Council shall be held every
year not later than in the month of March, (instead of
""... every year in the month of March').

39. Amendment of the Statutes of the Comptroller
: “and of the Control Off1ce

The Annual Report of the Comptroller

The first sentence of Section 17 shall read as follows:

"The Comptroller shall, within three months after the

~ end of the financial year of the World Zionist Organiza-

tion and the Jewish Agency, submit his Annual Report
to the Executive for its perusal (1nstead of "... within
five months")
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40 Establishment of the Committee for the Determination
of the Number of Congress Delegates

By virtue of Articles 18 and 31 of the Constitution, the
General Council authorizes the Presidium to set up a Com~
mittee of 16 members for the Determination of the Number
of Delegates to the 27th Zionist Congress for each election
area, with the exception of those in Israel and the USA. The
Presidium shall carry out this election as soon as possible,

H. ELECTIONS

41, Members of the éeneral Couneil in an
Advisory Capacity

By virtue of Article 32, section 3, lit. (f) of the Con-
stitution of the WZO and in accordance with a joint proposal -
by the President of -the WZO and the Chairman of the Zionist
Gieneral Council, the General Council approves the election
of the following as members of the General Cmmcxl in' an
- gdvisory capacn:y

Aba Bornstein .
Rabbi Prof. Dr. Louis Isaac Rabinowitz



MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE AND OF THE \
ZIONIST GENERAL COUNCIL

who participated in the Session, Jamuary, 1967

1. MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE - -~ = -

President of the World Zionist Organization
Dr. Nachum Goldmann

Chairman of the Exei:ﬁtive

Mr. Louis A. Pincus

Members

Mr, Iizhak Artzi, Jerusalem

Mr. David Beth-Aryeh, Jerusalem
. Mr. Eliyahu Dobkin, Jerusalem
°  Mr. Leon Dultzin, Jerusalem
. Rabbi Leon Feuer, Cleveland

Dr. Israel Goldstein, Jerusalem
- Prof. Rabbi Simon Greenberg, New York
Mrs. S.W. Halprin, New York
Mr. Itzhak Harkavi, Jerusalem
Mrs. Raya Jaglom, Tel Aviv ,
Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum, New York
Mr. Joseph Klarman, Jerusalem
Mr. Chaim Levanon, Jerusalem

Mrs. Zivia Loubetkin, Jerusalem
Mr. Zvi Lurie, Jerusalem

Dr. Astorre Mayer, Milano

Mr. André Narboni, Tel Aviv

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, New York
Mr. Woolf Perry, Jerusalem

Prof. Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, New
Dr. Joseph B. Schechtman, New Yo1
Mr. Shlomo Zalman' Shragai, Jerusa
Lord Sieff, London .

Dr. Raanan Weitz, Jerusalem

Mr. Avraham Cygel, Tel Aviv

Prof. Marie Syrkin, New York

Deputy Member: Mr. Abraham Schenker, New York



2. PRESIDIUM OF THE ZIONIST GENERAL COUNCIL

Chairman

Mr. Jacob Tsur, Jerusalem

Members

Mrs. Rachel Shazar, Honorary Member,
" Jerusalem
Mr. Jacob Amit, Tel Av1v
r. Bezalel Bazak, Jerusalem
Mr. Leon Gelman, Tel Aviv
Mrs. Rosa Ginossar, Jerusalem
Mr. Paul L. Goldman, New York
Mr. Gideon Hausner, Jerusalem

Mr. Raphael Kotlowitz, Tel Aviv

Mr. Itzhak Korn, Tel Aviv

Mrs. Lola Kramarsky, New York

Mr. Najman Radzichovski, Buenos Aires
Mr. Anselm Reiss, Tel Aviv

Mrs. Dvorah Rothbard, New York

Mr. Meilich Topiol, Paris

Mr. Jacques Torczyner, New York

Mzr. Baruch Weinstein, Tel Aviv

3. MEMBERS OF THE ZIONIST GENERAL COUNCIL

Members Elected by Congress

Virilists

Mr. Yehuda Braginsky, Givat Hashlosha
Mr. Joseph Daleski, Johamnesburg
Prof. Benzion Dinur, Jerusalem

Rabbi Dr. Simon Federbush, New York
Mr. Edward E. Gelber, Jerusalem

Mr. Yitzchak Gruenbaum, Gan Shmuel
Mzr. Neta Harpaz, Tel Aviv

Mr. Abraham Hartzfeld, Tel Aviv

Mrs. Irma L. Lindheim, Mishmar Haemek

‘Mr. Berl Locker, Jerusalem
. Dr. Shmuel Margoshes, New York

Mr. Shabtai Miron (Mirenburg), Tel Aviv
‘Mr. Fred Monosson, Boston

Mr .~ Shmuel Zakif, Tel Aviv

‘Mr. Baruch Zuckerman, Jerusalem

Mr. Aba Bornstem London (elected during

sessmn)

Foriner Mémbérs of the Executive

‘Mr. Moshe Erem, Tel Aviv
Mr. Moshe Kol, Jerusalem

World Union of General Zionists

Mr. Harold W, Carmely, New York .
Mr. Leon Ilutovich, New York

Dr. Harris J., Levine, New York

Mr. Jack Lefkowitz, New York

Dr. Max Nussbaum, Hollywood

Mr. Jacques Orfus, Paris

Dr. Morton J. Robbins, Boston

Mr. Yeshayahu Shay, Ein Hashlosha
Dr. Abraham Stupp, Tel Aviv

Dr. Marcos Vodovotz, Affuleh

World Confederation of General: Zionists

Mrs. Judith Epstein, New York
Dr. Miriam K. Freund, New York
Mrs. Esther Gottesman, New York"
Mr. Edel J. Horwitz, Johannesburg
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson, New York
Sir Barnett Janner, London

Mrs. Fay L. Schenk, New York
Mr. Ezra Z. Shapiro, Cleveland
Mr. Donald Silk, London

Mrs. Dorothy Spector, Boston

N



World Union Poale-Zion (Z S.)- k
Hitachdut

Mr. Shimon Avizemer Tel Aviv
Mr. Efraim Bariach, Paris

Mr. Meyer Benyaer, Beersheba
Prof. André Chouraqui, ‘Jerusalem
Mr. Jacques Cypel, Paris

Mr. Hy Faine, New York

Mr. Zvi Fainguersh, Buenos Aires
Mrs. Blanche Fine, New York

Dr. Berl Frymer, Tel Aviv

Mrs. Mathilda Guez, Tel Aviv

Mr. Joseph Israeli, Afikim

Mrs, Sara Kafri, Kfar Yehoshua
Mr. Jacob Katzman, New York
Mr. Moshe Kitron, Tel Aviv

Mr. Leon Kronitz, Montreal

Dr. Shneur Levenberg, London
Mr. Harold Miller, Edgware

Mr. Israel Ritov, Tel Aviv

Mr. Harry Trope, Johannesburg

" Wordd Union of Herut-Hatzohar

Mr. Yechia Amrani, Tel Aviv
Mr. Iehuda Benari, Ramat Gan
Mr. Salomon Friedrich, Paris
Mr. Harry Hurwitz, Johannesburg
Mr. David Jutan, Tel Aviv

Mr. David Niv, Jerusalem

Mr. Aisik Remba, Tel Aviv

World Union of Mapam

Mr. Reuben Arzi, Jerusalem
Mr. Jacob Hazan, Merhavia
Mr. Shlomo Rosen, Sarid -
Mr. Meir Yaari, Merhavia
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Mizrachi-Hapoel Hamizrachi

Rabbi Bernard Bergman, New York

Mr. Yeshayahu Bernstein, Tel Aviv

Mrs. Miriam Eliash, Tel Aviv ‘

Mr. Jehuda Elinson, Jerusalem

Mr. David Klimevsky, Buenos Aires

Mr. Harry Landy, London

Mr. Daniel Levy, Bat Yam

Mr, Jacob Marrus, New York

Dr. Pinchas Rosenbaum, Geneva

Dr. Maurice Sage, New York ,

Rabbi Tsemach Menachem Zambrovsk)
St. Laurent (Canada)

World Union of Achdut Ha'avoda - Peal

Mr. Joseph Bankower, Ramat Hakoves
Mr. Chaim Finkelstein, Buenos Aires
Mr. Yitzhak Tabenkin, Ein Harod

W.I.Z.0,

Mrs. Miriam Ben-Porat,’ TelytAiriv
Mrs. Fay Grove-Pollak, Tel Aviv
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Deputy~Members

Who’Parﬁcipated in the Place of Members:”
Absent irom the Whole or Part of the Session - -

irld Union Poale-Zlon (Z S.)~
Hitachdat -

. Dov Biegun, Paris

¢. Leon Butensky, Santiago (Chile)

', Sara Feder, Columbia

*, Marcos Firer, Sao Paulo

r. P.S, Gourgey, London

r. Michel ‘Radzinski, Lima

r. Isaac Roseby, Victoria (Australia)
*of. Ezra Spicehandler, Cincinnati
r. Benjamin Teller, Bronx

orld Union of General Zionists

r. Jacob Amitai, Tel Aviv

r. Roberto Aron, Ramat Gan

r. Elie Chemouni, Moshav Petachia
r. Israel Dunsky, Kfar Shma¥yahu
1. Shoolem Ettinger, Indlanapolis
r. Elias Hun, La Paz Lo
fr. Julian Mercer, Melbourne -

r. José Schmidt, Rio de Janeiro

r, Chaim Teichman, Ramat Gan -
dv. Ayraham Tory, Tel Aviv

r. Leon Wohlman, Zuench

Ior}.d Union of Mapam

e, Yeshayahu Austri-Dunn, Tel Aviv

fr. Avraham Berniker, Windsor (Canada)
Irs Chaika Grossman-Orkin, Kib, Ebron
fr. Moshe Kagan, New York

fr. Mordekhai Oren, Kib. Mizra

»x . David Roizin, Buenos Aires -

World Confederation of General Zionists
Mr. Hafrr‘y Cohen, Johannesburg '
Mr. Solomon David Granek; Montreal

Mrs. Rose E. Matzkin, Waterbury
Mz, Izak Wa:rszawsln Paris

_ Mlzrachi—Hapoel Hamizracln

Mr. Samson Krupnick, Tel Aviv
Mrs. Nathalie Reznikoff, Brooklyn
Rabbi Pinchas Roitman,  Paris -

" World Union of Herut-Hatzohar

Mrs, Zilla Amidror, Tel Aviv - ,
Mr. Abraham Isaac Bokser, Buenos Aires
Mr. Eliyahu Chabusbha, Misgav Dov

Mr. Moshe Giloni, New York '
Mr. Yehbshua:~mchtenstein Montevideo.

World Umon of Achdut Ha'avoda-
Poale~Zion .

Mr. Yerachmiel Assa, Kib, Hulata'
Mr, Jacob Mendelsohn, Tel Aviv
Mr. Yehuda Tyberg, New York



MEMBERé AND PARTICIPANTS WITHOUT VOTING RIGHTS
Legal Officers

Judge Moshe Landau, Chairman of Congress Tnbunal Jerusalem '
Mr. Chaim Krongold, Attorney of the World Zionist Organizatmn Jerusalem

‘

-Reopresentka'tiv‘e‘s of Financial Institutions

Dr. Yeshayahu Foerder, Jewish Colonial Trust, Tel Aviv
Mr. Joseph Weitz, Keren Kayemeth Leisrael, Jerusalem
Mr. Moshe Ussoskm Keren Hayesod Jerusalem '

Comptroller
Mr. M.B. Meiri, Jerusalem

Delegatxon of the Youth Movements in Israel

Mr. Mordechai Blanch, Hashomer Hatzair
.- Mr; Menahem Daniv, Hanoar Haoved Vehalomed
- Mr. ‘Gideon Shipuny, Beitar
.Mr; David Shohat, Hatzofim =
Mr Avraham Stern, Bnei 'Akiva

Representatwes of the Zionist Youth Movements' Abroad

Mr. Israel Avidor, Thud Habonim
Mr. Beénzion Givoni, Beitar =
< Mr. Avraham Hason, Hanoar Hatzioni
-+ Mr. Aron Luis, Maccabi -
: Mx. Joseph Shapira, Bnei Akiva
Mr. Sheike Weiner, Hashomer Hatzair

Representatives of the World Union of JeWish Students ’

Mr. Moshe Dworkin, Vlce-Cha1rman for North Amerlcan Reglon
Mr. Mike Hunter, Vice-Chairman for Europe

s
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CQBMTI’EES OF THE ZIONIST GENERAL COUNCIL

POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Chairman: Dr. Max Nussbaum
Deputy~Chairman: Mrs. Chaika Grossman-Orkin

fr. Reuben Arzi

fr. Shimon Avizemer
fir. Iehuda Benari

labbi Bernard Bergman
)x. Dov Biegun

dr. Aba Borunstein

drs. Judith Epstein

vir. Shoolem Ettinger
Mr. Zvi Fainguersh .
Rabbi Dr. Simon Federbush
Mr. Chaim Finkelstein
Dr. Miriam K. Freund
Mr. Salomon Friedrich
Dr. Berl Frymer

Mrs. Chaika Grossman~Orkin

Mr. Edel J. Horwitz
Mr. Harry Hurwitz
Mrs. Raya Jaglom
Sir Barnett Janner
Mr. Jacob Katzman
Mr. David Klimovsky
Dr. Shneur Levenberg
Dr. Harris J. Levine

‘Mr./ Harold Miller

Dr. Max Nussbaum

Mr, Jacques Orfus

Mr. Najman Radzichovski
Mr. Ezra Z. Shapiro
Mr. Benjamin Teller
Mr. Abraham Tory

' COMMITTEE ON BUDGET, FINANCE AND FUNDS

Chairman: Mrs, Fay Schenk

- Deputy-Chairman: Mr. Joseph Daleski

Mr. Efraim Bariach

Mr. Abraham Berniker
Mrs. Miriam Ben-Porat
Mr. Harry Cohen

‘Mr. Joseph Daleski

Mr. Israel Dunsky

Mr. Jehuda Elinson

Mr. Moshe Giloni

Mr. Solomon David Granek

Mr. Neia Harpaz “
Mr. Abraham Hartzfeld
Mr. Joseph Israeli
Myr, David Jutan
Mr. Harry Landy
Mr. Jack Lefkowitz
Mr. Julian Mercer -
Mr. Israel Ritov ,
Dr. Pinchas Rosenbaum
Mrs. Dvorah Rothbard

" Mr. Donald Silk

Mrs. Fay Schenk

- Mr. Harry Trope

Mr. Jehuda Tyberg

 Mr. Yehoshua Auerbach

Mr. M. Friedman

Mr. Herman Hollander
Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson
Mrs. Genia Kanowitz

" Mr. Israel Keisar =

Mr. Raphael Kotlowitz
Mr. Moshe Lefeber
Mr. I. Bar-Levav
Mr, Akiva Levinsky
Mr. Joshma Levy

Mr. Shlomo Rosen

- Mr. Jacob/Schutzberg

Mr. Kalman Sultanik
Mr. Zeev Tsur
Mr. Shalom Vered



'COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND ABSORPTION

Chalrman Mr. Leon Kronitz

Deputy-Chairman: Mr. Yosef Bankower

Mrs. Zilla Amidror
Mr. Roberto Aron

Dr. Yeshayahu Austri-Dunn
Mr. Yosef Bankower
Mr. Meir Benyaer

Mr. Eliyahu Chabusha
Mrs. Miriam Eliash
Dr. Sara Feder

Mrs. Esther Gottesman
Mr. P.S. Gourgey
Mrs. Mathilda Guez

Mrs. Raya Jaglom
Mrs. Sara Kafri

‘Mr. Leon Kronitz

Mr. Yehoshua Lichtenstein
Mrs. Nathalie Reznikoff -
Dr. Morton J. Robbins
Rabbi Pinchas Roitman
Dr. David Roizin

Mrs. Dorothy Spector-
Prof. Ezra Spicehandler

- Dr. Abraham Stupp

Dr. Marcos Vodovotz

Mr. Elias Hun

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES IN THE DIASPORA

Chairman: Rabb1 Tsemach Menachem Za.mbrOWsky
‘ Deputy-Chairman- Mr. Najman Radzichovski

Mr. Yechia Amrani

Mr. Yeshayahu Bernstein -
- Mr. Leon Butensky

Mr. Harold W. Carmely
Mr. Jacques Cypel

Mrs. Blanche Fine

Dr. Marcos Firer

Mr. Paul L. Goldman
Mrs. Fay Grove-Pollak
Mr. Harry Hurwitz

Mrs. Charlotte Jacobson

Mr. Moshe Kagan
Mr. Jacob Marrus
Mr. Mordekhai Oren
Mr. Najman Radzichovski
Mr. Isaac Roseby
. Dr. José Schmidt
Mr. Izak Warszawski
Mr. Baruch Weinstein
Dr. Leon Wohlman
Rabbi Tsemach Menachem Zambroy



