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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1971 

First Plenary Session 

Dr. WILLIAM A. W E X L E R of Savannah, Ga., president of B'nai B'rith, called the 
Convention to order. 

HERBERT R E I M A N of New York (Districtl), led the Convention in the National 
Anthem. 

Rabbi B E N J A M I N M. K A H N of Washington, D. C., national director of B'nai B'rith 
Hillel Foundations, delivered the invocation. 

PERRY J. S H E R T Z of Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,(president of District 3), conveyed the 
greetings of the host District. 

S E R V I C E O F R E M E M B R A N C E . Rabbi K A H N and Dr. A L F R E D J O S P E of the B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations conducted the memorial service in remembrance of 
members and staff of the Supreme Lodge who had died during the triennial 
period. 

E. ALBERT PALLOT of Miami Beach, Fla.,(District 5). national chairman of 
B'nai B'rith Community and Veterans Services, spoke in tribute to the late S I D N E Y 
G. K U S W O R M , SR., treasurer of B'nai B'rith and founding chairman of the CVS 
program. 

SEYMOUR GRAUBARD of New York, national chairman of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith, spoke in tribute to the late S A M U E L D A L S I M E R , his prede-
cessor as ADL chairman. 

IRVING R U B I N S T E I N , SR., of New York (District 1), national chairman of B'nai 
B'rith Vocational Service, spoke in tribute to the late W I L F R E D S . S T A C H E N F E L D , 
his predecessor as chairman. 
M A R T I N D. C O H N of Hazelton, Pa., national chairman of B'nai B'rith Adult Jewish 
Education, spoke in tribute to the late Dr. HAROLD WEISBERG, his predecessor 
as chairman. 

HARVEY PLATT of New York (District 1), executive vice-president of District 1, 
spoke in tribute to the late Rabbi JAY KAUFMAN, executive vice-president of 
B'nai B'rith. 

The Service of Remembrance paid tribute to the memory of: 
District 1. L E S T E R A V N E T , W I L F R E D FEIGA, MARK FRACKMAN and J O S E P H 

GOTTLIEB. 

District 2. Judge ROBERT L. A R O N S O N , A. J. GRANOFF and G E N E B. R O S E N . 

District 3. DAVID BORTIN, W I L L I A M GINSBURG, A L B E R T P A R A D I S E and H A R R Y 
STARK. 

District 4. OSCAR A. M A T H E W S and MAURICE L. R A P H E L D . 
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District 5. TOBIAS C . COOPER, LOUIS H ^ I M A N , E L I H U R W I T Z , MEYER MAZOR, 
LOUIS O S S I N S K Y , SR. , N A T H A N RICH a n d THOMAS J . TOBIAS. 

District 6 . E D W A R D E . COHN, AARON DROOCK, ISADORE I. FEINGLASS, JOSEPH 
F o x , F R E D A . M A N N , SAMUEL A . MARRECK, B E N J A M I N I. MORRIS, M A X PI N SKI , N A T 
H . R A P P I N a n d HARVEY STEADMAN. 

District 7. RICHARD M . BARNETT, WILLIAM P . BLOOM, M A N N Y DELUGACH, 
WILLIAM E I S E M A N , ALBERT FELDMAN, ISADORE I. FRANK, ROBERT GERVIS, MARION 
W . GRONER, J . B . MILLER, JAMES MORTON, AARON RABITCHEV, W I L Y U M SHER a n d 
ALVIN WISENBERG. 

District 14. M A X MAZAR BRANT, E D W A R D GELBER, AVRAHAM KRINITZI, SCHMUEL 
Z V I O P E N H E I M , M E I R BAR MOSHE, Prof. S I M H A B U N I M ORBACH, EIZIK REMBA, 
Prof. JOSEPH YOEL RIVLIN and Dr. SHOSHANA P I N N E S UVILER. 

District 15. HADASSAH LION, D A N I E L SCHONFIELD and B E N J A M I N YOUNG. 

District 19. ALFRED ABRAHAM, ALBERT BRANDENBURGER, ALBERT HAROUCHE, 
GASTON KAHN, LEOPOLD N O U D E L , P A U L PFEFFERKORN, D r . GUSTAV WARBURG 
a n d D r . E L I E W U R M . 

District 20. EGON GLUCKSMAN and Dr. J U A N KLEPETAR. 

District 21. L U T Z METZ. 

District 22. SAMUEL BRONFMAN, LOUIS HERMAN, Q.C., ISADORE MARKUS and 
R A L P H N I K E N . 

C R E D E N T I A L S A N D R U L E S . The Report of the Convention Committee on Creden-
tials and Rules was presented by BERNARD R. FRIEDMAN of Griffith, Ind.,(,District 
2), chairman of the Committee: 

The rules of this Convention shall be as follows: 
1. The Convention shall open each morning at the hour stated in the printed program, 

unless otherwise ordered by the previous session. 
2. One hundred (100) members representing at least five (5) Districts shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business. 
3. All resolutions shall be presented in writing and all other written propositions, shall be 

presented to the Convention Coordinator before recess on Friday noon, unless authorized to 
be received by two-thirds vote of the representatives present; except those offered in Com-
mittee reports. The Convention Coordinator shall number the same in order received and the 
same shall be referred to the appropriate Standing Committee. 

4. The President of the Order shall appoint all Standing Convention Committees. The 
presiding officer shall appoint all other committees, except when otherwise directed by 
the Convention. 

5. After the vote of any proposition is announced by the presiding officer, three members 
may call for a division which shall be held forthwith by a rising vote. The Convention 
Coordinator shall count those voting for and against the proposition, and the Chair shall 
announce the result. If any number of representatives from five different districts demand 
the votes by ayes and nays, it shall be so taken, in which event the roll shall be called by the 
Convention Coordinator of all the representatives, using therefor the District delegation lists, 
and the votes shall be recorded and the results announced by the Chair. 

6. No member shall speak more than once on any question and not to exceed five minutes, 
except by leave of the Convention. A motion to extend the time or for permission to speak 
again shall not be debatable. 

7. A member desiring to speak shall rise and address the presiding officer as "Brother 
President," and upon being recognized by the Chair such membej shall then state his name, 
home city and District he is representing at this Convention. 

8. Point of order shall be decided by the presiding officer and shall be subject to an appeal 
to the Convention. A member may appeal from any decision of the Chair by a motion, duly 
seconded, and the question of such appeal shall be stated in this form: "Shall the decision of 
the Chair be sustained?" During the debate on the appeal, the presiding officer from whom 
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the appeal is t aken shall vaca t e the Chair , bu t before doing so h e sha l l des igna te a Vice-
Pres ident or some o ther m e m b e r of the Board of Governors of the Order to preside. Appel lant 
or such represen ta t ive as m a y be des igna ted by appe l lan t m a y d iscuss the g rounds of his 
appeal and the pres iding officer whose decision is appealed f r o m m a y reply thereto. N o one 
else may speak on the appeal . T h e quest ion shall be de te rmined by a ma jo r i ty vote. To 
overrule the Chair , a major i ty vote shall be required. 

9. The fol lowing shal l be deemed privileged ques t ions not sub jec t to debate , and shal l 
have precedence in the order in wh ich they are s ta ted : (a) to ad jou rn ; (b) to lay on the tab le ; 
(c) to postpone indefinitely; (d) the previous quest ion. A mot ion to r e f e r to a commi t t ee shal l 
be deemed a subs t i tu te motion and shal l be sub jec t to debate . 

10. When a motion for the previous quest ion h a s been m a d e all deba te shal l c ease a n d 
the pres iding officer shal l immedia te ly ask, "Shall the previous question be now put," and 
if carr ied by a two-thirds vote, the pres iding officer shall t h e n pu t (a) any o ther pr ivi leged 
motion; (b) the subs t i tu tes in the reverse order and, if such be not carr ied , t hen (c) a n a m e n d -
ment to the a m e n d m e n t ; (d) an a m e n d m e n t to the original motion; (e) t he or iginal ques t ion ; 
provided, however , t ha t the m a k e r of the motion or any one m e m b e r des igna ted by h i m in his 
place m a y close the debate, five m i n u t e s being allowed for such purpose , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
tha t the previous quest ion h a s been ordered. 

11. There shal l be but one a m e n d m e n t allowed to the m a i n mot ion and but one amend-
m e n t to the a m e n d m e n t . Subs t i tu te mot ions may be offered to a mot ion a f t e r a m e n d m e n t s 
thereto have been offered, bu t such subs t i tu tes shall not be sub jec t to a m e n d m e n t . 

12. Any m e m b e r m a y call fo r the r ead ing of pape r s r e fe r red to in the s u b j e c t u n d e r 
considerat ion, but no paper shal l be read more t h a n once wi thou t l eave of the Convent ion . 

13. (a) The election of officers shal l be a special order of bus ines s at 3 :30 p.m. on Friday, 
October 15, 1971. The newly elected officers shall be ins ta l led be fore the close of the 
Convention. 

(b) For nomina t ions and elect ions of m e m b e r s to all commiss ions , e a c h Distr ict shal l 
submit the n a m e s of their n o m i n e e s to the Convent ion Coordinator , in wri t ing, a t one t ime, 
in the order des igna ted by the pres id ing officer. 

(c) For nomina t ions and elect ions of Vice-Presidents , m e m b e r s of the Board of Gov-
ernors and m e m b e r s of the Court of Appeals, each District shal l s u b m i t the n a m e s of its 
nominees in wri t ing to the Convent ion Coordinator, at one t ime. 

(d) For nomina t ion and election of the Pres ident of the Order , the T r e a s u r e r of the 
Order, and Chief Jus t i ce of the Court of Appeals, e a c h District shal l be called upon in nu-
mer ica l order. The re shall be one n o m i n a t i n g speech of not more t h a n ten m i n u t e s for e a c h 
candidate , and not more t h a n two seconding speeches of not more t h a n five m i n u t e s e a c h fo r 
each candida te . 

(e) In all e lect ions where there are more t h a n two cand ida tes , e lect ion shal l be by 
major i ty vote of all de legates voting. If no major i ty is ob ta ined by a c a n d i d a t e on the first 
ballot, the c a n d i d a t e wi th the lowest n u m b e r of votes shal l be dropped. T h e r e a f t e r , ba l lo t ing 
shall be r e sumed and on each subsequen t ballot, tha t c a n d i d a t e wi th the lowest n u m b e r of 
votes shal l be dropped unti l a ma jo r i ty vote is obtained by one cand ida te . T h e bal lot ing shal l 
be by closed ballot. 

14. The Sup reme Lodge shal l not resolve itself into a commi t t ee of the whole. 

15. The Convent ion m a y by a major i ty vote go at any t ime into execut ive session and 
dur ing such sessions none but accredi ted represen ta t ives shall be pe rmi t t ed to a t tend . 

16. A m e m b e r who h a s d iscussed a pend ing quest ion shal l not be pe rmi t t ed whi le holding 
the floor, e i ther dur ing or at the end of his discussion, to move the previous quest ion, to move 
to lay on the table, or to postpone indefinitely. 

17. Unless a m e m b e r a t t ends e a c h day the sessions of the Convent ion and unt i l i ts f inal 
a d j o u r n m e n t , h e shal l not be ent i t led to receive p a y m e n t of h is r e i m b u r s e m e n t , un le s s his 
absence is excused by the Convent ion or the presiding officer. 

18. These ru les shall not be suspended, repealed or changed , except by two-thirds vote 
of the m e m b e r s present ; except tha t Rule 1 m a y be c h a n g e d by a ma jo r i t y vote. 

19. All proposit ions or resolut ions submi t ted or re fe r red to the severa l c o m m i t t e e s shal l 
be reported out by e a c h of said commit tees , indica t ing the act ion t aken upon such proposi-
tions or resolutions, e i ther aff i rmat ively or adversely (minori ty reports) , pr a subs t i t u t e 
proposal be offered, in order tha t the proponents of any s u c h resolut ions m a y h a v e an oppor-
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tuni ty to move for considerat ion of any such resolut ions by the Convent ion as a whole. 
20. Action of the convent ion on any subjec t m a t t e r re fer red to more t h a n one convent ion 

commi t t ee shall not be t aken unti l the convent ion h a s before it the report of all such 
commit tees . 

21. Mat te rs of Order not specifically provided for by the ru les of the Convention shall be 
de te rmined according to pa r l i amen ta ry usage as embodied in Robert's Rules of Order. 

The Report of the Committee on the Rules of the Convention was adopted by 
voice vote of the Convention. 

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S O F T H E P R E S I D E N T . Dr. W E X L E R presented from his address 
on the State of the Order recommendations for Convention action, as follows: 

Three years ago, in an a s se s smen t of B 'na i B'r i th priorities, and in an effort to ad ju s t our 
admin i s t ra t ive s t ruc tu re to be more responsive to those priorities, the B'nai B'rith t r iennia l 
convent ion adopted a r ecommenda t ion of the Pres ident that , in effect , consolidated two 
m a j o r p r o g r a m m a t i c un i t s by merg ing the Commiss ion on Israel wi th the In te rna t iona l 
Council . Now, th ree years later, we have the a d v a n t a g e of h indsight . It is c lear—certainly to 
m e —that we acted wisely. In no way h a v e B 'nai B'r i th p rograms for and in Israel been 
d imin i shed by the admin i s t ra t ive change . Indeed, they have been expanded ; pe rhaps not yet 
as widely as they m u s t u l t imate ly be, but expanded nonetheless . 

Wha t we did d imin ish —and this I can say f r o m close personal involvement —were some 
of the w a s t e f u l over lappings tha t had existed when , in the n a t u r a l process of B 'nai B'r i th 
growth, we had reached a s tage where two sepa ra t e admin is t ra t ive un i t s of B'nai B'ri th were 
doing the work of one. 

At the s a m e time, three years ago, this Adminis t ra t ion raised ano ther issue —perhaps 
even more controversial t h a n the quest ion of the Israel Commiss ion —that is consequent ia l 
to any analysis of B 'na i B'ri th priorities. Tha t i ssue was the f u t u r e of B 'nai B'ri th Vocational 
Service. 

T h e r e are those a m o n g the founders of B 'nai B'ri th Vocational Service thir ty-three years 
ago w h o are still h e r e to tes t i fy tha t it w a s the i n f a m o u s quota sys tem in h igher educa t ion 
and the p ressures of job discr iminat ion aga ins t J e w s which mot ivated t h e m to establ ish the 
program. Theirs w a s a m a n d a t e fitted to the m o m e n t ; and they fulf i l led it admirably. 

But these mot iva t ions of a generat ion ago, happily, no longer apply. Few vest iges — hardly 
consequent ia l —remain of employment d iscr iminat ion aga ins t the Jew. And f e w vest iges 
— hardly consequent ia l —remain of wha t had once been the pecul iar ly Jewish motivat ion for 
a B 'nai B'r i th vocat ional counse l ing program. 

Moreover, B 'nai B'ri th pioneered with a p rogram that h a s s ince prol i ferated in m a n y 
directions. Caree r counse l ing is now an in tegra ted par t of public educat ion. Within the 
J ewi sh communi ty , it is now a federat ion-sponsored Jewish occupat iona l gu idance agency 
in m a n y local communi t i e s . 

Dur ing this Adminis t ra t ion and, I suspect , the admin is t ra t ions tha t immedia te ly pre-
ceded it, more t ime h a s been consumed in bicker ing conf ron ta t ions with federa t ions and 
we l fa re f u n d s tha t h a v e contended B'nai B'ri th is dupl ica t ing their own local programs, t h a n 
were the aggrega te hours spent for all o ther B 'nai B'ri th p rog rams that receive we l f a r e 
f u n d allocations. 

Now, noth ing I s a y - a n d nothing I p r o p o s e - c h a l l e n g e s in any way the competence , the 
quali ty, or the u s e f u l n e s s of a B'nai B'ri th-sponsored vocat ional counse l ing program. Anyone 
who concludes o therwise does me —and h imse l f—an injus t ice . The re are m a n y a m o n g you 
— I know this by the advance outpouring of s t imula ted resolut ions wi th which I have been 
favored —who a re u n s h a k e a b l e advocates of the BBVS program. In most cases , I h a v e no 
quarre l with you. If the counsel ing p rograms ma in t a ined in N e w York, in nor thern N e w 
Jersey or in Phi lade lph ia are of such capacity, qual i ty and need tha t their a b a n d o n m e n t , or 
even d iminut ion , would m e a n a real ha rdsh ip to both B 'nai B'ri th and the communi ty , t hen 
let 's not abandon or d imin ish them. 

I too a m a has id of m a n y aspects of our vocat ional counsel ing. My own observat ions and 
inquir ies p e r s u a d e me tha t its ou t reach p rogram is un ique and par t icular ly effect ive for its 
m i n i m a l cost. I would be more t h a n re luc tan t to d iscont inue the publ ica t ions service, which 
pays a good par t of its own way and has widespread accep tance in the Jewish communi ty , 
and e l sewhere . 

I a m not a proponent of any meat -axe approach. Three years ago, I ma in t a ined tha t the re 
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were too m a n y u n a n s w e r e d quest ions, too m u c h invest igat ion and eva lua t ion still to be done, 
for B 'nai B'rith to come to any decisive conclus ions on the subs t an t ive f u t u r e of its vocat ional 
service program. I 'm not cer ta in t ha t we h a v e enough a n s w e r s yet for th is Convent ion to 
approach the subs tan t ive quest ion. I propose no such action. 

W h a t I do r e c o m m e n d is, simply, t ha t we take ano ther s tep f o r w a r d toward grea te r 
admin i s t ra t ive cohesion —and the staff in tegra t ions and cost economies it offers —by aga in 
adopt ing the principle tha t was successfu l ly applied th ree years ago wi th the In t e rna t iona l 
Counci l and the fo rmer Commiss ion on Israel. 

I r e c o m m e n d for a f f i rmat ive act ion by this assembly the absorpt ion of the vocat ional 
service p rogram by the B 'na i B'ri th Youth Organiza t ion . 

Let me state, as clearly as I can , w h a t the proposal m e a n s —and w h a t it does not m e a n . 
It does not m e a n any decision by this convent ion to cont rac t or p h a s e out —or, contrar i ly , 

to expand —the vocat ional counse l ing program. The subs t an t ive c h a r a c t e r of the p r o g r a m 
con t inues precisely as it h a s in the past . 

The proposal does m e a n a sensible recognit ion of the f ac t t ha t some 70 p e r c e n t —and 
pe rhaps more —of those who seek out our ca ree r counse l ing services are m e m b e r s of BBYO. 
The two activit ies h a v e a direct p r o g r a m m a t i c re la t ionship wi th each o ther tha t will be poorly 
served if they con t inue to be adminis te red separately, compe t ing wi th e a c h o ther for the 
B'nai B'ri th dollar. 

T h e r ecommenda t ion does not imply any th rea t to the Vocat ional Service staff . It does 
not m e a n any u n n a t u r a l t rans i t ions or cont rac t ions in t ha t s taff . It does m e a n a more effec-
tive i n t e r change of ideas and p l ann ing be tween two groups of B 'na i B ' r i th specia l is ts w h o 
serve the s a m e youth const i tuency. It m e a n s promot ing more effect ively the objec t ives of 
both programs . 

The proposal does not m e a n deplet ing our leadersh ip r a n k s of the t a l en t s and loyalties of 
able m e n and w o m e n who h a v e been the guiding force of Vocational Service as m e m b e r s of 
its na t iona l commiss ion. It does m e a n their con t inu ing invo lvement in a more a d v a n t a g e o u s 
way: as an in tegra l par t—as a vocat ional counsel ing c o m m i t t e e —of a single B 'na i B ' r i th 
commiss ion tha t is vitally concerned with a single cons t i tuency : J e w i s h t eenagers . It m e a n s 
grea ter admin i s t ra t ive t idiness wi th in the totality of B 'na i B'ri th. It m e a n s a single, unif ied 
budget . I t m e a n s less of the built-in s epa ra t i sms of our ins t i tu t iona l f r a m e w o r k w h i c h you 
h a v e pers is tent ly — and properly—criticized and deplored. It m e a n s , in a n a u t h e n t i c way, a n 
impor tan t s tep toward the coordinat ion a m o n g B'nai B'r i th p r o g r a m s t h a t you h a v e persist-
e n t l y - a n d p r o p e r l y - c a l l e d for. 

Th ree years ago, the B 'nai B'ri th Convent ion m a n d a t e d and f u n d e d a n e w p r o g r a m 
depa r tmen t . 

I h a v e delayed fo rma l i z ing the p rog ram d e p a r t m e n t into an opera t iona l activity —and I 
h a v e been cri t icized for it. I su f fe r the cr i t ic ism gladly. 

It h a s been less costly t h a n spending for a n action tha t le f t the Pres iden t and the Execu-
tive Vice-President — w h e n they r eached the tachlis s t age of trying to i m p l e m e n t the m a n d a t e 
— with some t roubl ing doubts . 

We were conf ron ted wi th two f u n d a m e n t a l quest ions: P r o g r a m m i n g for w h o m ? And how? 
T h e a n s w e r to the who was reasonably self-evident . T h e conven t ion ' s mot iva t ion in 

c rea t ing a new p rogram operat ion w a s to respond to the iner t ias , the d is in teres ts , the diffi-
cul t ies in communica t ion , t ha t p e r m e a t e a m a s s - m e m b e r s h i p o rgan iza t ion in a m o d e r n 
society. The who, therefore , was the B 'na i B'r i th member . The way to r each h im w a s t h rough 
the B 'na i B'ri th uni t wi th which he is directly affil iated: the ind iv idua l lodge and chap t e r . 

But the how w a s not self-evident . In fac t , it was contradic tory . 
We already h a v e several quas i - independent p r o g r a m m i n g d e p a r t m e n t s wh ich are pre-

s u m e d to pinpoint on the s a m e , single cons t i tuency — the B 'na i B ' r i th lodge. And the w o m e n ' s 
chap te r t o o - t o the degree t ha t they c a n do so wi thout coll iding in to the l ines of the B 'na i 
B'r i th Women's s t ruc ture . 

These d e p a r t m e n t s go about their bus iness competi t ively —not by design, bu t by c i r cum-
stance. We —not they—created the c i r cums tance . Wha t we c rea ted d i scourages a n y rea l 
effor ts a t cohesion or mutua l i ty , and denies a lodge leadersh ip any guidel ines about priorit ies. 
The well- intentioned lodge pres ident is overwhe lmed wi th s e p a r a t e mai l ings , s e p a r a t e visita-
tions, sepa ra te sets of ins t ruct ions . If he isn ' t confused , h e is surely bu rdened . 

If our d e p a r t m e n t s h a v e little day-to-day re la t ionship to e a c h other , t h e a b s e n c e of t h a t 
re la t ionship h a s less to do wi th personal i t ies than it h a s to do wi th s t ruc tu re . W h e n we 
c rea te separa te , se l f -contained and s o m e w h a t au tonomous opera t ions , e a c h wi th i ts own 
budget and its own policy board, we are adminis t ra t ive ly isola t ing these opera t ions f r o m e a c h 
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other. We are —I aga in emphas i ze — inevitabley encourag ing each to do its own th ing in its 
own way. 

The new p rogram depa r tmen t , as first conceived, seemed to m e to be compound ing the 
prol i ferat ion. It would be ano ther depa r tmen t , wi th all of the admin i s t ra t ive t rappings and 
separa t i sms , compet ing with still other B'nai B'ri th d e p a r t m e n t s t ha t p rogram for our 
membersh ip . 

This raised ano ther ques t ion: What would be the p rog rams of the p rog ram d e p a r t m e n t 
t ha t are not now the doma in of o ther depa r tmen t s? T h a t quest ion still perplexes me. 

Therefore , ins tead of still ano ther depa r tmen t , I propose that we reverse the process — 
by consol idat ing the admin is t ra t ion of B'nai B'ri th p rog ramming , into a single depar tmen t . 

This proposal h a s a clear f r a m e of r e fe rence : it is for p r o g r a m m i n g tha t is directed 
specifically to B 'nai B'r i th 's const i tuency through our lodges and chap te rs . 

I the re fore r e c o m m e n d for af f i rmat ive action by this Convent ion the a m a l g a m a t i o n of 
our adul t J ewish educa t ion activities, our c o m m u n i t y and ve te rans services, our exper imen ta l 
effor ts wi th leadership development , the st i l l -undefined p rogram d e p a r t m e n t ; and such 
ancil lary opera t ions as those of the Senior Cit izens Hous ing Commi t t ee and the B'nai B'ri th 
Historical Commit tee (which admin is te r s the Klutznick Exhibit Hall). In short : all program-
mi n g for lodges and chap te r s unified into a single p rogram depar tmen t . 

I p r o p o s e t h a t i t b e d e s i g n a t e d t h e B'NAI B'RITH DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND 
C O M M U N I T Y S E R V I C E S . 

I propose tha t the d e p a r t m e n t be adminis tered by a const i tu t ional ly-designated commis-
sion of B 'nai B'ri th, replacing exist ing commiss ions and commi t t ees involved in the 
consolidation. 

The n e w commiss ion would, in its wisdom, cons t i tu te itself into operat ional commi t t ees 
and subcommi t t ee s tha t would re ta in the identi ty of its programs. Tha t is, there would be a 
commi t t ee on adul t Jewish educat ion, a commi t t ee on c o m m u n i t y affai rs , a ve te rans commit-
tee, and so on. The in ten t is not to submerge i d e n t i t y - t h e s e are impor t an t B 'nai B'r i th 
t r ademarks . The in tent is to consolidate adminis t ra t ions . 

T h e d e p a r t m e n t would h a v e a single director and a group of special is ts appropriate to the 
need of its specialized programs. But that staff would opera te as an in tegra ted unit . 

The d e p a r t m e n t would h a v e a s e c o n d - a n d equal ly f u n d a m e n t a l - f u n c t i o n : it would be 
the basic condui t f rom Washington headqua r t e r s by which p r o g r a m m i n g and guidelines 
r each the lodge and its m e m b e r s (whe the r this is done through the District, a B'nai B'r i th 
council , or directly to the lodge). 

I do not l imit this f unc t i on to the depa r tmen t ' s own programs. We h a v e specialized opera-
t ions headqua r t e r ed in Wash ing ton-Hi l l e l , BBYO, the In te rna t iona l C o u n c i l - w h o s e pr imary 
cons t i tuenc ies are not the lodge and chapter , or whose p r imary func t i ons do not easily fit the 
concept of consolidated p rogramming . But w h e n thei r activit ies need to be c o m m u n i c a t e d to 
the B'nai B'ri th const i tuency, the t ransmiss ion will normal ly be by the s a m e single conduit . 

In the totality of th is cent ra l iza t ion we might at last reduce, if not avoid, the problem of 
i n u n d a t i n g a lodge admin is t ra t ion with separa te and compet ing c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and 
bullet ins, about sepa ra te and o f ten compet ing p rograms , f r o m sepa ra t e and compet ing de-
pa r tmen t s . The lodge president —or whomever—would get a single, a l l -encompass ing direc-
tive on p r o g r a m m a t i c mat te rs . He would get it regularly. He would now h a v e a single address 
to which he could convey his own needs and concerns — and not get lost in the m a z e that now 
exists. Above all, he would get some clear advice f r o m Washington on p rogram priorities. 

We h a v e exper imen ted wi th this kind of operat ion for the past six m o n t h s or so - th rough 
a P r o g r a m Division crea ted by Jay K a u f m a n to de t e rmine the feasibil i ty of consolidation. The 
resul ts point to it being a more effect ive m e a n s of operat ion. 

Here aga in , it should be c lear wha t the proposal m e a n s —and w h a t it does not mean . 
It does not m e a n - this should be obvious - the d iminut ion of any of the exist ing p rograms 

or submerg ing their respect ive identit ies. 
What the proposal does m e a n - a t least to the ex ten t of the sav ings in admin is t ra t ive 

costs —is some possible expans ion in these programs, even wi thout any windfa l l increases in 
their p resen t budgets . It should mean , in par t icular , less of a s tarvat ion diet with which our 
c o m m u n i t y and ve t e r ans services have lived for too m a n y years. 

The proposal does not m e a n —this too should be obvious —that we abandon or lose the 
m a n y dis t inguished scholars who have associated themse lves wi th our adul t J ewish educa-
tion activities. To do so would be sheer nonsense . 

Nor does it m e a n tha t we lose the competen t commiss ioners who h a v e directed the CVS 
program, or the lay leadership of the other commi t t ee s involved in the consolidation. I repeat : 
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the Commiss ion on Educa t ion and Commun i ty Services would h a v e its c o m m i t t e e on adul t 
educat ion, i ts commi t t ee on c o m m u n i t y services, and so on. We are sophis t ica ted enough to 
recognize tha t we c a n s t r eaml ine our operat ion wi thout losing va lued leadersh ip . 

Ne i the r of the r ecommenda t i ons for consol idat ion is pa r t i cu la r ly rad ica l in content . 
Ne i t he r involves any dras t ic c h a n g e —except the possibility of expans ion and i m p r o v e m e n t 
— in any exist ing p rogram of B 'nai B'ri th. 

E a c h is a specific effort to respond to your expressed conce rns —and my own first-hand 
a w a r e n e s s of the needs —for a more orderly, more in tegra ted , less costly, admin i s t r a t ion of 
an organiza t ion tha t , by t h e good grace of its growth, h a s b e c o m e admin i s t ra t ive ly m a s s i v e 
and complex. 

Both r ecommenda t i ons are no th ing more t h a n an extens ion of an admin i s t r a t i ve pr inciple 
we 've applied in the pas t —and found workable. We consol idated the f o r m e r Commiss ion on 
Ci t izenship and Civic Affa i rs and the Veterans Service Commi t t ee —and ga ined by it. We 
consolidated the B 'na i B'r i th In te rna t iona l Council and the Commiss ion on Is rae l —and 
gained by it. We c a n add to our gains. 

The proposals are no p a n a c e a . They will not melt a w a y all of B 'na i B ' r i th ' s p rob lems —or 
even m a n y of them. But they are s teps fo rward by which B 'na i B'r i th c a n stay more in step 
with the t imes. 

The Convention recessed until 8 p.m. During the recess of the plenary session 
the following Convention Committees met at the call of their respective 
chairmen: 

Action in Areas of Social Concern. Chairman: S O L O M O N 

R O S E N B A U M of Fitchburg, Mass., (District 1). 
Action for Financial Growth. Chairman: J A C K J . S P I T Z E R of 

Los Angeles, (District 4). 
Action for Israel. Chairman: H E N R Y B L A T T of Montreal, 

(District 22). 
Action for the Jewish Family. Chairman: J A C K J . J E N K I N S 

of Washington, D. C., (District 5). 
Action on Organization and Structure. Chairman: B E R N A R D 

R O M A N of Chicago, (District 6). 
Action for Membership Growth. Chairman: M A R T I N G L U -

C H O W of East Liverpool, O., (District 2). 
Action for Soviet Jewry. Chairman: J U A N P L A U T of Caracas, 

Venezuela, (District 23). 
Action on Anti-Semitism and Urban Affairs. Chairman: 

M E R L E D. C O H N of Seattle, (District 4). 
Action for Youth Programming. Chairman: M U R R A Y H . 

S H U S T E R M A N of Philadelphia, (District 3 ) . 

Constitutional Drafting. Chairman: M O S E S L . K O V E of New 
York, (District 1). 

Fiscal Matters. Chairman: M Y R O N E. H E R Z O G of Chicago, 
(District 6). 

General Resolutions. Chairman: D A N I E L L. B R E N N E R of 
Kansas City, Mo., (District 2). 

Second Plenary Session 

F R E D S I M O N W O R M S of London, (District 15), a. vice-president of B'nai B'rith, 
presided. 
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The National Anthem and Hatikva, led by the Jewish Community Chorus of 
Philadelphia, conducted by SHALOM ALTMAN, were sung by the assembly. 

S . HARRY GALFAND, City Representative of Philadelphia, presented a message of 
welcome on behalf of Mayor TATE and the city and people of Philadelphia. 

Mrs. NATHAN HOLSTEIN of Pittsburgh, president of B'nai B'rith Women, con-
veyed the greetings of B'nai B'rith Women. 

Report: The Six Years, a documentary slide film, produced by L E N OXENBERG 
and depicting B'nai B'rith highlights during the six-year administration of Dr. 
WILLIAM A. WEXLER, was screened. 

BERNARD ROMAN of Chicago, (District 6), a vice-president of B'nai B'rith, pre-
sented Dr. WILLIAM A. WEXLER to the Convention for presentation of the Presi-
dent's Message on the State of the Order. 

Dr. WEXLER delivered the President's Message on the State of the Order. 
[Note: Full text of the President's Message on the State of the Order, including the recommendations 

of the President for Convention action as excerpted and presented at the First Plenary Session, is published 
separately.] 

The Convention recessed; delegates and guests attended the President's 
Reception. 



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1971 

Third Plenary Session 

P H I L I P L A X of Claremont, N . J . , (District 3), a vice-president of B'nai B'rith, 
presided. 

C R E D E N T I A L S A N D R U L E S . The report on credentials of the Convention Com-
mittee on Credentials and Rules was presented by J A Y M A R K O W I T Z of Tampa, 
Fla., (District 5), a co-chairman of the Committee. 

Brother M A R K O W I T Z reported that the Committee had authorized credentials 
for 388 delegates, as follows: 

District 1 84 
District 2 34 
District 3 56 
District 4 32 
District 5 26 
District 6 62 
District 7 22 
District 14 8 
District 15 3 
District 19 3 
District 20 1 
District 22 22 
District 23 4 
District 25 1 
B'nai B'rith Women 26 
At-Large 4 

Total 388 
The Report of the Committee in the matter of credentials was adopted by 

voice vote of the Convention. 

A C T I O N F O R T H E J E W I S H F A M I L Y . The Report of the Convention Committee on 
Action for the Jewish Family was presented by J A C K J . J E N K I N S of Washington, 
D. C. (District 5), chairman of the Committee: 

We are a crisis-oriented society; we take action only in the event of catastro-
phe or calamity. In the light of this, this Convention Committee declares that the 
Jewish family is in crisis and the future of the Jewish people is imperilled. To 
quote Rabbi Isaac Trainin, director of the Commission on Synagogue Relations 
of the New York Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, who served as our con-
sultant: "We are likely to lose more Jews through intermarriage and assimilation 
in the decades to come than we have already lost through the pogrom and the 
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holocaust." Prevention of further attrition of the Jewish family by strengthening 
it at its source —through intense Jewish education for the young as well as for 
parents —must, we feel, become a top priority for B'nai B'rith, equal in urgency 
to that of the security of Israel or the rescue of Soviet Jewry. 

The nature of the Jewish family crisis was defined by Rabbi Trainin in the 
following terms: 

"In the past Jews were not ashamed of being different from their Christian 
neighbors. On the contrary, maximal Jewish education and observance in the 
Jewish home transformed the Jewish difference into a positive value system 
transmitted from one generation to the next. Today, however, little or no difference 
exists between Jews and non-Jews. Twenty-five years ago statistics showed less 
divorce and intermarriage among Jews than among non-Jews. But not so today: 
Jews are the greatest of conformers. Once they began living like Anglo-Saxons, 
their lives began reflecting majority behavior patterns. Since this is a time of 
great permissiveness, the Jews fall into line, only more so. 

"Not only do we emulate the majority, but we beat the majority at its own 
game. Jews are rapidly catching up on divorce rates, alcoholism, mate-swapping 
and other patterns of sexual promiscuity. 

"We have been living on myths about ourselves, including the one that there 
are no poor Jews. And today we are being shocked by the disclosure of the more 
than 800,000 poor Jews, many of them trapped in high-crime ghettos, many of 
them elderly widows and widowers living alone and afraid to go out even in broad 
daylight to buy food, let alone attend synagogue or take care of any urgent personal 
business. Some have been abandoned by affluent children living in the suburbs, 
who couldn't care less about the hopeless, fear-ridden situation of their aging 
parents. 

"Small wonder then that our young people have little or no desire to be Jewish 
or involve themselves in the Jewish Community. And they act out their distaste 
and their revolt by marrying out of the faith, or by indulging in drugs, or by join-
ing far-out communes, or a combination of all three. As a result, in 1971 the drug 
problem among Jews is greater than with any other ethnic group. And it is only 
today that Jewish parents and social workers and rabbis are beginning to admit 
that the problem exists and can no longer be swept under the rug." 

The problems are interrelated. There is need for involving our lodges and 
chapters in programs to strengthen the Jewish family from within as well as to 
develop community action programs. B'nai B'rith, a family organization repre-
senting the entire span from teenagers to older adults, has a unique opportunity 
and indeed an obligation to develop programs and projects to strengthen the 
Jewish family. So vast are the problems and needs that a veritable treasure chest 
of rewarding mitzvot can be offered for involving our entire membership — 
whether in family education, drug prevention, quality Jewish education or com-
munity services to the Jewish poor and Jewish aged. 

The Committee recommended: 
1. The convening of a National Conference for the Preservation of the Jewish 

Family. The conference to be convened by B'nai B'rith, inviting the participation 
of other Jewish organizations. Its purpose would be to alert the Jewish com-
munity to the crisis threatening Jewish survival in the dissolution of the Jewish 
family, and to devise intensive programs of Jewish education for both youth 
and adults. 

2. The mounting of a drug prevention program targetted for young parents. The 
program would be conducted in B'nai B'rith lodges and chapters through ongoing 
seminars and institutes which would explore the interrelatedness of family life-
styles and rebelling youth, and ways and means of strengthening the Jewish 
dimension in family living. 
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3. The establishment of Gemilut Hasadim (Lovlngklndness) Corps. T h e s e w o u l d 
be made up of BBYO and Hillel youth and of adults to develop services to the 
elderly and the poor in the inner city. The corps could ferret out the needs, then 
devise ways of meeting these needs—whether by visiting the lonely, providing 
help with shopping and transportation for medical care, assisting golden age 
clubs, and the like. Other services might include real estate committees to assist 
in relocating Jewish owners of "mama and papa" stores who have been caught in 
the turmoil of the inner city. Essentially, the corps could offer service on a person-
to-person basis. 

The Recommendations of the Committee were adopted by voice vote of 
the Convention. 

A C T I O N F O R F I N A N C I A L G R O W T H . The Report of the Convention Committee on 
Action for Financial Growth was presented by JACK J . S P I T Z E R of Los Angeles, 
(District 4), chairman of the Committee: 

"Sugarman Resolution." The Committee reviewed a resolution submitted by 
District 2, that the Supreme Lodge "restudy the 'Sugarman Resolution' in order 
to make it more understandable and practical." 

The Committee, after deliberation, amended the language of the "Sugarman 
Resolution" to read as follows: 

With due consideration of the needs of all agencies of B'nai B'rith and to promote coordin-
ation within the overall fund raising program of the Order, these rules are established for 
the more effective operation and utilization of funds raised or received by B'nai B'rith lodges. 

No lodge which has failed to meet its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally approved lodge 
fund raising quotas* shall contribute any funds from any source to any B'nai B'rith agency 
or non-B'nai B'rith project. A lodge which has met its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally ap-
proved lodge fund raising quotas* may contribute its excess funds to any B'nai B'rith agency 
without limitation, provided no commitment not heretofore made shall be made to any agency 
for more than one year. 

No lodge which has a pre-existing commitment may continue the same without first 
meeting its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally approved lodge fund raising quotas.* Provided, 
however, said pre-existing commitment may continue if said lodge meets the requirements of 
the rules existing at the time the commitment was legally made. 

A lodge which has met its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally approved lodge fund raising 
quotas* may contribute its funds to non-B'nai B'rith projects but not exceeding a total of 
10% in any one fiscal year, apart from B'nai B'rith dues, raised in such fiscal year. 

When a lodge which has failed to meet its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally approved lodge 
fund raising quotas* contributes to a B'nai B'rith agency, the amount of such contribution 
shall be deducted from the allocation to that agency by the Supreme Lodge. 

Any lodge which has failed to meet its B'nai B'rith dues and nationally approved lodge 
fund raising quotas* and which contributes to a non-B'nai B'rith project shall be subjected 
to such sanctions as the District Grand Lodge in which it is contained or the Supreme Lodge 
may impose. 

No agency, or representative of an agency of B'nai B'rith, shall make any solicitation 
from lodges for funds unless that lodge has met its assessments. 

In exceptional cases or situations of emergency, upon prior approval of the appropriate 
District Grand Lodge, any of the foregoing provisions may be suspended by the Supreme 
Lodge Board of Governors either in session or by mail vote of the majority. 
This resolution is intended to apply only to LODGE funds. It is understood that quotas are set in consultation with respective 
Districts. 

The "Sugarman resolution," as amended by the Committee, was adopted by 
voice vote of the Convention. 

Antl-Defamatlon League. The Committee considered the following resolution 
submitted by District 4: 

"Whereas, anti-Semitism is on a world-wide increase, fanned by the Arabs, Communists, 
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as well as right- and left-wing extremists groups, and 
"Whereas, the social, political and economic s t a tus of the American Jew is being increas-

ingly threa tened, and 
"Whereas, if the s t rength of the American Jewish communi ty fails, then in tu rn the en-

tire spec t rum of causes it supports, and especially Israel, will in turn weaken and fai l and 
"Whereas, the one organizat ion capable of mount ing a professional and effective counter-

a t tack (i.e., the Anti-Defamation League), has been badly crippled by a severe cut in funds , 
personnel , and support, 

"Therefore, Be It Resolved, t ha t this Grand Lodge immediate ly memorial ize the Supreme 
Lodge to do whatever is necessary to restore the ADL to the s t rength it m u s t have to succeed 
in its vital mission." 

The Committee withheld action on the resolution, incorporating its purpose in 
the discussion of "United Fund Raising." 

Unified Fund Raising. The Committee considered a resolution submitted by Dis-
trict 2 that the Supreme Lodge "work toward a goal of one united B'nai B'rith 
fund raising effort for all agencies, of the Order, including the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith." 

This proposal was considered in conjunction with a similar recommendation 
submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet. 

The Committee accepted the concept and recommended that discussions now 
in process between the Supreme Lodge fund raising leadership and ADL be 
continued. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Direct Solicitation. The Committee considered the following recommendation 
submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet: 

"B 'na i B'ri th recognizes tha t our traditional f u n d rais ing methods are not adequate to 
mee t present Youth Services needs. We have found tha t Service Fund revenues are not suf-
ficient to sus ta in and expand our youth programs. In J anua ry 1971, in an effort to develop 
a d d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s of r e v e n u e for Youth Services, we r e a f f i r m e d the direct so l i c i t a t i on 
approach to f u n d raising. This person-to-person technique, which asks every Ben B'rith to 
give a realistic gift in accordance with his means , ha s already demonst ra ted its potential for 
developing significant fund ing over and above Service Fund income. Because we feel this 
approach may well hold the solution to our f u n d rais ing problems, we recommend that the 
Convention formally reaffirm the principle of direct solicitation, originally adopted at the 1968 
Convention, and urge every District and lodge to support and under take man- to-man 
solicitation." 

The Committee adopted this recommendation with the following addition: 
". . . for the President's Club and the Century Club, using as a goal one per 

cent for the President's Club and ten per cent for the Century Club." 
Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

"Service Fund" Change of Title. The Committee considered the following pro-
posal submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet. 

"With direct solicitation coming so prominent ly into play, f u n d rais ing in the lodges be-
comes more than the traditional service f u n d idea. To cover this expanded f u n d rais ing con-
cept, we recommend to the Convention the designat ion Service Fund be changed to the more 
encompass ing and precise designation, Lodge Fund Raising." 

The Committee recommended disapproval of the proposal. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Competing Appeals. The Committee considered a recommendation submitted 
by the Fund Raising Cabinet that "each lodge shall report the projection of its 
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national fund raising program to the District Fund Raising Committee for 
clearance and approval." The Cabinet, in its presentation of the proposal, noted 
that the pressures of simultaneous fund raising appeals by diverse B'nai B'rith 
agencies—Youth Services, ADL, Israel programs, and local B'nai B'rith and com-
munity service projects—tend to create conflict and confusion in lodge fund rais-
ing, diffusing and diminishing the B'nai B'rith dollar by lack of fulfillment of 
quotas and goals. 

The Committee amended the proposal as follows: 
"Each lodge, council and/or state association shall report the projection of 

its total fund raising program to the District Fund Raising Committee for 
review and approval." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was approved by voice vote of the 
convention. 

Approved Philanthropies. The Committee considered a recommendation sub-
mitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet that "the Supreme Lodge Fund Raising 
Cabinet shall establish a list of approved philanthropies for lodge fund raising. 
After a lodge has met its primary quota for Youth Services and ADL, as estab-
lished by its respective District." 

The Committee recommended disapproval of the proposal. 
The recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 
Clearance for Local B'nai B'rith Fund Raising Projects. T h e C o m m i t t e e cons idered 

a proposal submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet that "no funds should be raised 
for local B'nai B'rith needs without consultation with Commission directors 
who, in turn, should consult with fund raising leadership to be sure it can be 
done without harm to the overall fund raising effort in that area, and in accord-
ance with guidelines established by the Supreme Lodge Fund Raising Cabinet." 

The Committee recommended approval of the proposal. 
An amendment to the proposal, submitted during the plenary debate, added 

"... and the professional executive of each District" to the wording of the proposal. 
The Recommendation of the Committee, as amended in the plenary debate, 

was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Lodge Fund Raising Authority. The Committee considered a recommendation 
submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet that "each lodge shall have one fund rais-
ing committee which shall have complete authority and supervision for all 
fund raising activities conducted within the lodge and by its membership." 

The Committee amended the proposal to read: "each lodge shall have one fund 
raising committee which shall have complete authority and supervision for all 
fund raising activities conducted by the lodge." 

The recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote at the 
Convention. 

Eligibility for President's Club and Century Club. The Committee considered 
the following recommendation submitted by the Fund Raising Cabinet: 

"The purpose of the President's Club and the Century Club is to develop an on-going 
base of support for Youth Services through continuity in the giving of larger gifts, and to give 
special recognition to major donors for continuing contributions. The key word is 'continuity.' 
It is vital that continuity be established and maintained if this concept is to prove fruitful. 

"We therefore recommend that the convention adopt the following eligibility rules: 
"1. Each Century Club or President's Club member must sign a pledge or make a verbal 

commitment later confirmed in writing, of his intention to make a continuing annual con-
tribution of the amount required for membership. 

"2. Even if a contributor is unable, for some reason to meet his commitment in a given 
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year, he continues to maintain his membership and is billed again the following year. How-
ever, if a contributor fails to meet his commitment for three successive years, his name will 
be removed from the membership roster. 

"3. One-time contributors of $100, $500 or $1,000 and more who have not signed a pledge 
or indicated their intention to make a continuous gift will not be eligible for either club. Other 
forms of recognition will be available in these instances when it is appropriate to present an 
award to such a contributor. 

"4. To be considered an official member of either club, the District must file the contribu-
tor's name and address with the Supreme Lodge office." 

The Committee recommended a more concise statement of purpose and 
eligibility, as follows: 

"The purpose of the President's Club and the Century Club is to achieve con-
tinuity of giving as well as minimum cost of fund raising. However, the donor has 
the option to terminate expressly his obligation. If a donor has not terminated his 
obligation but has not paid for a three-year period, it will be assumed that he wishes 
to terminate his membership. 

"The names and addresses of proposed members have to be submitted to the 
Supreme Lodge office in order to receive their designation. They shall be billed 
annually, and otherwise serviced." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was approved by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Selection of Honorees. The Committee considered a resolution submitted by 
District 1 "to instruct all B'nai B'rith agencies and commissions —national, 
regional and local—when engaging in fund raising affairs or other events in 
which an individual or institution is the honored guest or is being honored, to 
consult for advice and consent in advance of the selection of such honoree with 
the appropriate B'nai B'rith unit having concurrent jurisdiction over the geo-
graphical area involved, whether the same shall be the Supreme Lodge or a 
District, Council or lodge." 

The Committee recommended that the resolution be referred to the Fund Rais-
ing Cabinet for further discussion. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Fund Raising Cabinet. The Committee, acting on a proposal that the structure 
of the Supreme Lodge Fund Raising Cabinet be clarified, recommended: 

"(a) That the Fund Raising Cabinet is to meet at least quarterly and (b) include in its 
membership the President of the Order, the chairman of the Supreme Lodge Fund Raising 
Cabinet, the Executive Vice President and Treasurer of the Order, the national chairmen of 
the President's Club, Century Club, B'nai B'rith Committee on Tours, 'Million Dollar Fund,' 
Committee on Legacy Development, Committee on Welfare Fund and Federations and ADL 
Appeal; the national fund chairman of B'nai B'rith Women; the chairmen of District Fund 
Raising cabinets, and others as are appointed by the President of the Order and the chairman 
of Supreme Lodge Fund Raising Cabinet. 

"That a similar Cabinet involving the chairman of each District facet of fund raising, 
together with his ADL and BBW counterparts, with an overall District chairman, be estab-
lished and function in each of the North American districts, which Cabinet shall meet at 
least semi-annually." 

The Committee recommended approval and immediate implementation of 
the proposal. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Service Fund Goal. The Committee noted that the lodge Service Fund objective 
of $14 per member was adopted 12 years ago, and that the cost of living factor 
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has since risen by over 45%. The Committee accordingly recommended that the 
"minimum lodge Service Fund objective be $20 per member. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

S A M J. S T O N E of Peoria, 111., (District 6), a member of the Supreme Lodge 
Board of Governors, presided. 
A C T I O N F O R Y O U T H P R O G R A M M I N G . The Report of the Convention Committee 
on Action for Youth Programming was presented by M U R R A Y H. S H U S T E R M A N of 
Philadelphia (District 3), chairman of the Committee. 

The Commit tee 's fo rmat was to have representat ives of each of the three B 'na i B'r i th 
Youth a g e n c i e s m a k e a f o r m a l p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d t h e n p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s 
disucssion. 

It is the Commit tee 's view tha t each of the youth agencies is project ing a p rogram which 
r e c o g n i z e s t h a t t h e i s s u e s a n d p r o b l e m s of the 1970s d i f f e r f r o m t h o s e of t h e p r e c e d -
ing decade, and is seeking to program accordingly. 

The Committee 's r ecommenda t ions do not spell out a program in detail. Thei r in tent is 
to highlight wha t the Commit tee finds necessary if B'nai B'rith is to achieve the goals it has 
established for its youth work. More over, it is recognized that m u c h of the implementa t ion 
of these general recommendat ions is a ma t t e r for the respective commiss ions involved. 

The Committee recommended: 
1. Greater B'nai B'rith involvement in local federations and welfare funds. I n 

order to stimulate greater community support for B'nai B'rith's youth agencies, 
it is vital that the B'nai B'rith lodge encourage its members to become actively 
involved in local federation and welfare fund campaigns, and to participate in 
federation and welfare fund boards and committees. 

2. Public relations. An intensified public relations program is needed to in-
terpret BBYO, Hillel and Vocational Service more adequately to B'nai B'rith and 
the Jewish community. 

3. Interagency communications. There is need for more effective methods of 
communications between the youth agencies and the leadership of B'nai B'rith 
lodges, chapters and councils, and an interagency committee should be estab-
lished to develop such methods. 

4. Local lodge support. B'nai B'rith lodges that have met their obligation to 
the District Service Fund should be encouraged to provide scholarships for Hillel 
and BBYO programs, and to otherwise further assist the youth programs to meet 
their local fiscal needs. 

5. Fund raising. Major functions of the Youth Service campaign should include 
the participation of lay and professional personnel of the respective youth agencies. 

6. Vocational Service. BBVS, is an integral part of B'nai B'rith's youth pro-
gramming and should be permitted to grow and prosper. 

7. Fund Priorities. The Supreme Lodge should review the totality of its com-
mitments with a view to establishing priorities for the 1970s in determining which 
activities it will support. This should also be done within each of the youth 
agencies (as exemplified by the decision of the BBYO Commission to discontinue 
B'nai B'rith Young Adults, in view of the limitation of BBYO funds). 

The Recommendations of the Committee were adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 
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Fourth Plenary Session 

M A U R I C E A . W E I N S T E I N of Charlotte, N.C., (District 5), chairman of the B'nai 
B'rith International Council, presided. 

Professor M A U R I C E F R I E D B E R G of the Russian and East European Institute at 
Indiana University addressed the Convention on the current status and plight of 
Jews in the Soviet Union. 

Note: Full text of Professor F R I E D B E R G ' S address is published separately and available on request. 

A C T I O N F O R S O V I E T J E W R Y . The Report of the Convention Committee on Action 
for Soviet Jewry was presented by J U A N P L A U T of Caracas, Venezuela, (District 
23), chairman of the Committee: 

It n e e d not be r e p e a t e d too o f t e n t h a t Soviet J e w r y is a top priori ty i t e m on the a g e n d a of 
B ' n a i B ' r i th a n d t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . T h i s C o m m i t t e e wres t l ed wi th t h e s t r a t eg i c a n d tac-
t ica l i s s u e s c o n f r o n t i n g B ' n a i B ' r i th on a wor ld level in d e a l i n g wi th the p rob lem, a n d h a s for-
m u l a t e d fo r c o n v e n t i o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n a de t a i l ed ac t ion p r o g r a m . 

An a n a l y s i s on t h e c u r r e n t s t a t e of Soviet J e w r y , a s wel l as t h e e s s e n t i a l p r o g r a m m a t i c 
o b j e c t i v e s fo r a t t r a c t i n g world a t t e n t i o n to t h e p rob lem, w a s p r e s e n t e d to the C o m m i t t e e by 
PAUL COOK, ch ie f of the U.S.S.R. d ivis ion of t h e B u r e a u of In t e l l i gence a n d R e s e a r c h of t h e 
U. S. D e p a r t m e n t of S ta te . Mr. Cook, w h o l ives w i th t h i s a n d re l a t ed p r o b l e m s on a day-to-day 
bas i s , spe l led ou t t h e b road a r e a s of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n f a c e d by Soviet J e w s , s t r iv ing fo r emig ra -
t ion to I s rae l , a n d e m p h a s i z e d t h a t wor ld opinion, p a r t i c u l a r l y Lef t opin ion , h a s p layed a 
c r i t i ca l role in s t i m u l a t i n g the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t to p e r m i t c e r t a i n c o n c e s s i o n s to Soviet 
J e w r y , e spec ia l ly t h a t of a l lowing s o m e 7,000 J e w s to e m i g r a t e t h u s f a r in 1971. 

Mr. COOK, h o w e v e r , c a u t i o n e d t h a t t a c t i c s of h a r a s s m e n t a n d v io lence not only a re not 
h e l p f u l b u t s e r v e c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e p u r p o s e s by p rov id ing Soviet h a r d l i n e r s a p re tex t for 
f u r t h e r r ep re s s ion . Mr. COOK paid r e spec t a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n to t h e kind of l e a r d e r s h i p role 
p e r f o r m e d by t h e B ' n a i B ' r i th I n t e r n a t i o n a l Counc i l in i ts r e spons ib l e a n d v igorous ac t iv i t i e s 
t h a t h a v e p l a c e d t h e p l igh t of Soviet J e w r y on the c o n s c i e n c e of m a n k i n d . 

A repor t to t h e C o m m i t t e e by MOSES L. KOVE of N e w York, (District 1), c h a i r m a n of the 
E u r o p e a n Af fa i r s C o m m i t t e e of t h e A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n L e a g u e of B ' n a i B ' r i th , de ta i led pro-
g r a m s u n d e r t a k e n by ADL s ince F e b r u a r y 1970 wi th t h e goal of h e l p i n g to mold publ ic 
op in ion . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e first took no te of t h e Koch Bill, w h i c h wou ld h a v e p e r m i t t e d 30 ,000 Soviet 
J e w s to e m i g r a t e to t h e Un i t ed S ta tes , shou ld Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s g r a n t t h e m exi t v isas . T h e 
bill w a s w i t h d r a w n , howeve r , by C o n g r e s s m a n E d w a r d Koch a n d t h e i s s u e b e c o m e moot 
w h e n At to rney G e n e r a l J o h n Mitchel l , s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , of f ic ia l ly 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e Un i t ed S ta t e s would a d m i t all Soviet J e w s w h o s u c c e e d in o b t a i n i n g exit 
v i sas . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e u r g e s t h e Supreme Lodge to express appreciation to Congressman Koch 
and to Senator Clifford Case f o r f o c u s i n g pub l i c i n t e r e s t on t h i s m a t t e r a n d a c h i e v i n g t h e 
de s i r ed r e s u l t s . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e cons ide red t h e work of the A c a d e m i c C o m m i t t e e on Soviet Jewry , an 
i n s t r u m e n t c r e a t e d , coo rd ina t ed a n d subs id i zed by t h e B ' n a i B ' r i th I n t e r n a t i o n a l Counci l . 
A f t e r n o t i n g t h e very s i gn i f i c an t g r o w t h of t h e A c a d e m i c C o m m i t t e e a n d i ts e x t r e m e l y ef fec-
t ive work , t h e C o m m i t t e e r e c o m m e n d s t h a t B'nai B'rith continue to support and fund the 
Academic Committee a n d , indeed , to e x p a n d a l l oca t i ons to it so t h a t i ts f u l l e s t po t en t i a l c a n 
be r ea l i zed . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e s tud ied B 'na i B ' r i t h ' s o n g o i n g ac t ion p r o g r a m . A t ac t i ca l i s sue w a s ra i sed 
w i t h i n t h e C o m m i t t e e as to w h e t h e r t h e h e r e t o f o r e doub l e B 'na i B ' r i th ob j ec t ive —obta in ing 
t h e right of Soviet J e w s to l eave a n d a m e l i o r a t i n g t h e s i t ua t i on of J e w s w i t h i n t h e U.S.S.R — 
o u g h t to be a l t e r e d w i t h exc lu s ive s t r e s s p l a c e d u p o n e m i g r a t i o n . T h e C o m m i t t e e c o n c l u d e d 
a n d r e c o m m e n d s to the C o n v e n t i o n t h a t B ' n a i B ' r i th c o n t i n u e to seek b o t h goals . 

A f u r t h e r t a c t i c a l cons ide ra t i on c o n c e r n i n g the advisability of resuming tours to the Soviet 
Union w a s d e f e r r e d fo r f u r t h e r s tudy a n d c o n s i d e r a t i o n by a p p r o p r i a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e bodies 
a t t h e i r d i sc re t ion . 
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Major discussion of the Commit tee was centered on the formula t ion of an effect ive policy 
on Soviet Jewry tha t combines mil i tancy with responsibility and eschews boycott and violence 
as counterproductive. As an example, the Commit tee r ecommends tha t r a the r t han use of the 
boycott and disruption of visiting Soviet cul tural p rograms a more appropria te and effect ive 
posture would be peaceful , lawful , nonviolent demonst ra t ions having as their purpose the 
education of both a t tendees tuul per formers on the plight of Soviet Jewry. Stress was on an 
activist program, with the following detailed 12-point program for B'nai B'rith lodges and 
chapters recommended for approval by the Convention: 

1. Develop communi ty programs timed to coincide with significant occasions, such 
as Simhat Tortih (October); and the anniversary of the Universal Declarat ion of H u m a n 
Rights (December); Passover (March-April); Shuvuoth (May-June); the anniversary of the 
execution of Soviet Jewish writers and artists (August 12, 1952). 

2. Organize Soviet Jewry speakers bureau to seek audiences a m o n g non-Jewish 
professional, business, religious, civic and civil liberties groups, PTA's and neighborhood 
associations. 

3. Lodge and chapte r bullet ins fea tur ing a regular column on Soviet ant i -Jewish 
acts, as well as the latest letters, petitions, sit-ins and protests by Soviet Jews. Informat ion 
for these columns could come f rom a newslet ter on Soviet Jewry issued bv the Supreme Lodge. 

4. If TV spots are available, lodges and chapters should place them with local stations. 
5. Soviet Jewry booths at local shopping centers , t rade shows, exhibits, etc. A variant 

could be a Soviet Jewry prison box with bars, inside of which is a lodge me mber represent ing 
a specific Soviet Jewish prisoner, typical Soviet prison mea ls and hand-out mater ia ls . 

6. Par t ic ipate in peacefu l picketing of Soviet cul tural pe r fo rmances and in delega-
tions meeting with the Soviet performers . 

7. Part icipate in daily silent, nonviolent vigils in front of Soviet embass ies and 
consulates. 

8. Attorney members should urge their local bar associations and professional asso-
ciations to condemn trials of Soviet Jews, protest Soviet legal and h u m a n rights violations, 
offer legal ass is tance to arrested Jews and appeal to legal groups in the U.S.S.R. 

9. Home discussion groups where non-Jewish f r iends are invited for r e f r e shmen t s 
and to discuss the plight of Soviet Jewry. 

10. Attractive B'nai B'rith visual emblems —"Freedom Seals" for letters, bumper 
stickers, a rm bands, buttons, etc. —that call at tention to and d rama t i ze the Soviet Jewish 
problem. 

11. Soviet Jewry mobile exhibits — with photos, cartoons, char ts , graphs , and reports 
— which B'nai B'rith uni ts could rent and ar range to be displayed in their communi t i e s . 

12. An ongoing program of sponsoring recent Soviet Jewish olim who could visit 
B'nai B'rith-organized meetings, college campuses and special ga ther ings in communi t i e s 
throughout the B'nai B'rith world. 

The Committee recommended for adoption by the Convention the following 
resolutions: 

Resolution on American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry. Whereas B'nai 
B'rith was one of the founders and remains one of the member organizations of 
the American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry; and 

Whereas the purpose of this Conference is to plan and coordinate programs 
and activities to assist our brethren in the Soviet Union and to enhance their 
opportunity to emigrate to Israel and/or any country of their choice; 

Noii/, therefore be it resolved that B'nai B'rith undertake initiatives designed 
to implement the program of the Conference and to supplement the efforts of the 
Conference with intensified independent activity on behalf of Soviet Jewry. 

Resolution on Soviet Jewry. Whereas this past year, as never before, the plight 
of Soviet Jewry has captured the attention and sympathy of the world. Jewish 
communities throughout the world met, petitioned and demonstrated to stir the 
conscience of mankind. As a consequence, governments intervened with Soviet 
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authorities, and leftists and intellectuals pressed the Soviet regime to live up to its 
humanitarian professions. 

This worldwide effort was inspired by the unprecedented daring of Soviet Jews 
who shed their silence and demanded their rights under Soviet and international 
law. An aroused world opinion together with these modern-day Soviet Maccabees 
compelled the Soviet Government to make a dramatic reversal in its policy — thou-
sands of Soviet Jews were granted permission to leave the country, and it is 
expected by the end of 1971 that some ten thousand Jews will have rejoined their 
families in Israel and other lands. 

We are gratified by this development, but we must note that it has done little 
to solve the basic problem. There are still tens of thousands of Jews (perhaps as 
many as a half million, according to some estimates) who wish to exercise this 
fundamental human right to leave their own country. 

Of equal importance is the plight of those who have been imprisoned because of 
their participation in this struggle for the right to leave. The Soviet Committee on 
Human Rights, headed by internationally prominent Soviet physicists, has labelled 
the charges against these prisoners of conscience ridiculous. 

Therefore, be it resolved that B'nai B'rith call upon the Soviet Government 
to abide by its obligations to international law and, in keeping with the principle of 
reunion of families which it upholds, to allow all Jews who wish to reunite with 
their families in Israel to do so. 

B'nai B'rith further demands that the Jewish prisoners of conscience, whose 
only crime is their desire to be reunited with their families, be promptly freed, in 
accordance with the pleas of men of good will everywhere including the Soviet 
Union. 

B'nai B'rith also, as it has in the past, calls upon the Soviet Government to end 
its anti-Jewish campaign, crudely disguised as anti-Zionism —which has even 
stooped to the themes of the notorious Czarist forgery, The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion. It is a campaign that assaults the respect of every Jew and gives covert 
sanction to every anti-Semitic bureaucrat. 

B'nai B'rith again calls upon the Soviet Government to abide by its Constitution 
and ideological pronouncements and grant the Jewish community all communal, 
cultural, linguistic, religious and institutional rights enjoyed by the other Soviet 
national and religious groups. 

B'nai B'rith, noting that egregious discrimination against Jews is practiced 
in the Soviet education, employment and in the political arena, urges that the 
Kremlin institute measures to end these patterns of discrimination that contradict 
both Lenin's teachings and international human rights principles. 

B'nai B'rith pledges its untiring efforts to secure for Soviet Jews their funda-
mental rights both to maintain their heritage and identity within the U.S.S.R. 
and to leave for Israel or elsewhere if they so choose. 

The Report of and the Resolutions recommended by the Committee on Action 
for Soviet Jewry were adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

W I L L I A M A . W E X L E R M E M B E R S H I P C L A S S . S A M J. S T O N E of Peoria, 111., (District 
6), chairman of the Membership Cabinet, reported on the William A. Wexler Mem-
bership Class: 

The M e m b e r s h i p Cabinet ini t iated a special enro l lment c a m p a i g n in April with the goal 
of enrol l ing 10,000 new m e m b e r s by the t ime of the Convent ion as a special t r ibute to Dr. 
WEXLER for the c h a r a c t e r of his leadership dur ing a tu rbu len t period in J ewi sh life. 

The William A. Wexler Membersh ip Class crea ted a series of en thus ias t i c even t s and 
act ivi t ies such as we h a v e not seen in m e m b e r s h i p r ec ru i tmen t in m a n y years. T h e final 
resu l t s of the c a m p a i g n will not be known unt i l J a n u a r y 1972, w h e n all reports will be in. 
It appears , however , tha t by tha t t ime we will h a v e achieved our goal of 10,000 and the tide 
of d imin i sh ing m e m b e r s h i p will h a v e been s tayed and, hopeful ly , reversed. 
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Brother STONE then introduced PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK of Chicago (District 6), 
honorary president of B'nai B'rith and chairman of the special campaign for the 
William A. Wexler Membership Class. 

Brother KLUTZNICK presented Brother WEXLER an engraved volume that 
contained the names of more than 7,500 new members enrolled in the William 
A. Wexler Membership Class. In his words of presentation, Brother KLUTZNICK 
said: 

If I had to select, from my own experience as president, one thing to strengthen 
B'nai B'rith, it would not be the Constitution, the by-laws, even the programs — 
it would be the numbers of people involved. The president is no better than the 
people he represents. 

The only way you can have a mass organization is to have mass difficulties. 
Freedom is a difficult thing and democracy can only be practiced with people. 

What SAM STONE and the Membership Cabinet projected is the finest gift 
that we can present to the president. It not only honors BILL WEXLER but through 
him the instrument that he served so well and that which this assembly would 
want to bequeath his successor —a greater membership and a stronger B'nai B'rith. 

We have the names of some 7,500 already enrolled and the promise of SAM 
STONE that the total will be 10,000. 

Bless you, BILL; here is your g i f t -and may you go from strength to strength. 

Fifth Plenary Session 

BILLY B. GOLDBERG of Houston (District 7), chairman of the B'nai B'rith 
Cabinet on Israel, presided. 

Brother GOLDBERG addressed the Convention briefly on the activities of the 
Cabinet and presented Shalom Doron of Jerusalem (District 14) to the Convention. 

Brother DORON addressed the Convention on the importance of "personal 
involvement" by each member of B'nai B'rith in strengthening the economic via-
bility of Israel. Brother DORON urged B'nai B'rith-sponsored promotions for the 
purchase of Israeli products, the establishment of "investment clubs" specializing 
in Israeli securities, a "second home" in Israel for those with the means to do so, 
and Israeli stamps and coins through philatelic and numismatic groups. 

Brother DORON, acting on behalf of Prime Minister Golda Meir of Israel, pre-
sented to President Wexler as a token of appreciation from the State of Israel the 
first "Let My People Go" medallion minted by the State of Israel to express its 
solidarity with the Jews of the Soviet Union. 

ACTION FOR ISRAEL. The Report of the Convention Committee on Action for 
Israel was presented by HENRY BLATT of Montreal (District 22), chairman of the 
Committee: 

W h e n the 1968 C o n v e n t i o n c o n v e r t e d t h e C o m m i s s i o n on I s r a e l i n t o t h e C a b i n e t on 
I s rae l Af fa i r s of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Counc i l , it h a d o n e o v e r r i d i n g o b j e c t i v e : to m a k e t h e pro-
g r a m s fo r I s rae l s t r o n g e r a n d m o r e e f f e c t i v e t h r o u g h a s t r e a m l i n e d , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e t u p . 

T h e C a b i n e t c a m e in to b e i n g shor t ly a f t e r t h e Six-Day W a r w h e n I s r a e l ' s d a n g e r s h i f t e d 
f r o m t h e b a t t l e g r o u n d to t h e d i p l o m a t i c c o n f e r e n c e room. R e s p o n d i n g to t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g 
d e m a n d by m e m b e r s , t h e lodges a n d c h a p t e r s in B ' n a i B ' r i t h u n d e r t o o k to g ive t h e v a s t m e m -
b e r s h i p t h e o p p o r t u n i t y - t h r o u g h t h e Action Program-the i n f o r m a t i o n a n d k n o w - h o w 
n e c e s s a r y to m a k e i ts voice a n d i n t e r e s t f e l t in t h e s h a p i n g of p u b l i c op in ion . 

T h e A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n L e a g u e of B ' n a i B ' r i th , t h r o u g h LAWRENCE PEIREZ a n d ARNOLD 
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FORSTER, m a d e a 4 0 - m i n u t e p r e s e n t a t i o n to th i s C o m m i t t e e of i ts ex t ens ive p r o g r a m on coun-
t e r a c t i n g A r a b boycott and d e f e n d i n g I s rae l ' s image . 

E s s e n t i a l to t he very secur i ty of I s rae l and her ques t fo r p e a c e is h e r economic stabil i ty. 
T h e C o m m i t t e e h a s rev iewed the two B 'na i B ' r i th p r o g r a m s des igned to ea se th is b u r d e n : 
I s rae l Bonds and I s rae l i n v e s t m e n t c lubs . More t h a n S144 mil l ion in I s rae l Bonds —nearly 10 
p e r cen t of all bond sa les in Nor th A m e r i c a s ince 1951 —have b e e n bough t and sold by B 'na i 
B ' r i th , a n d $39.6 mil l ion, about 27 per cen t of tha t total , h a v e been credi ted to B 'na i B ' r i th 
s ince the las t Conven t ion —a ref lect ion of t he B 'na i B'r i th bond p r o g r a m ' s d r a m a t i c g rowth 
in r e c e n t years . 

E a c h th ree -yea r period h a s s h o w n cons i s t en t i nc reases . T h e $39.6 mil l ion sold s ince the 
las t Conven t ion is $9.8 mill ion h ighe r t h a n the figure repor ted in 1968, a n d S24.4 mil l ion 
above the 1965 figure. M u c h of this w a s ach ieved by c o m m u n i t i e s w h e r e B 'na i B ' r i th con-
d u c t s its o w n bond f u n c t i o n s —nearly 40 u r b a n c e n t e r s i n c l u d i n g N e w York, Buffa lo , Roch-
es ter , K a n s a s City, St. Louis, Denver , N e w a r k , Ph i l ade lph ia , P i t t sbu rgh , Los Angeles , S a n 
F ranc i s co , Ba l t imore , Chicago , Detroit , Toronto and Montrea l . Of the S13.4 mill ion sold in 
1970, only $4.2 mil l ion c a m e f r o m B 'na i B ' r i th pa r t i c ipa t ion on a c o m m u n i t y - w i d e bas is , and 
m o r e t h a n $9 mil l ion f r o m B 'na i B'r i th f u n c t i o n s . 

In April, a t i ts a n n u a l mee t ing , t he C a b i n e t on I s rae l Affa i r s adopted a goal of S27 mill ion 
fo r 1 9 7 1 - o r m o r e t h a n two t imes the 1970 goal. To r e a c h th is u n p r e c e d e n t e d figure, every 
lodge a n d c h a p t e r is u rged to conduc t i ts o w n Israel bonds f u n c t i o n and for m e m b e r s to buy 
on a p ropor t iona te scale . In the nex t two and one-ha l f m o n t h s , unti l D e c e m b e r 3 ] , t he Israel 
Bonds O r g a n i z a t i o n m u s t supply a m i n i m u m of $150 mil l ion to the S t a t e of I s rae l a n d B 'na i 
B ' r i th m u s t a s s u m e responsibi l i ty fo r $ 1 5 mill ion of tha t figure. 

Beyond the end of this year , t he p r o b l e m s w h i c h Israel will c o n t i n u e to f a c e h a s d ic ta ted 
a goal f o r I s rae l b o n d s sa les fo r 1972 in the a m o u n t of $450 mill ion. If B 'na i B'r i th is to con-
t i n u e its responsibi l i ty of ach iev ing 10 per c e n t of Is rael bonds sa les we m u s t not only adopt 
a $45 mil l ion goal b u t also r e in fo rce our s t r u c t u r e and redoub le our e f for t s in the mobi l iza t ion 
of B 'na i B ' r i th t owards the rea l iza t ion of tha t vital resul t . 

HERBERT WARSHAUER, na t i ona l field d i rec tor of t he I s rae l Bond Organ iza t ion , b r i e f ed the 
C o m m i t t e e on the u r g e n c i e s fo r m a x i m a l pa r t i c ipa t ion by B 'na i B'r i th in Is rael bond sa les 
a n d p u r c h a s e s . O u r goal in 1971 is to doub le the p rev ious yea r ' s sa les and we h a v e u rged 
every lodge a n d c h a p t e r to conduc t its own bond f u n c t i o n wi th every m e m b e r p u r c h a s i n g at 
l e a s t one bond. Working wi th local bond m a n a g e r s , B 'na i B ' r i th should pa r t i c ipa te in co tnmu-
ni ty wide c a m p a i g n s w h e n B 'na i B ' r i th bond f u n c t i o n s a re not feas ib le . 

A l though the i n v e s t m e n t c lub idea m e t w i th cons ide rab le g r a s s roots e n t h u s i a s m be fo re 
las t year , t h e p r o g r a m f loundered b e c a u s e c lubs were u n a b l e to get au tho r i t a t i ve a n d up-to-
d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n on I s rae l i secur i t ies a n d firms, a n d could not get a s s i s t a n c e in h a n d l i n g 
t r a n s a c t i o n s . T h r o u g h the coopera t ion of B a n k L e u m i , t he se obs tac le s h a v e been r emoved . 
Today, 60 of t he 100 Is rae l i n v e s t m e n t c lubs in opera t ion in N o r t h Amer i ca a re sponsored by 
B ' n a i B ' r i th . 

O n e of t he f o u n d a t i o n s tones of t he B 'na i B ' r i th I s rae l p r o g r a m is t he Mar tyrs ' Forest . T h e 
h i g h e s t t ree sa les in the 17-year his tory of t he B 'na i B ' r i th Mar ty r s ' Fores t we re recorded 
d u r i n g th i s t r i e n n i u m , e n a b l i n g B 'nai B ' r i th to comple t e the second 500,000- t ree sect ion. Las t 
yea r ' s (1970) figure of $313 ,673 r ep re sen t ed a 54 per cen t i n c r e a s e over 1969's $209,095, the 
p rev ious record. T h e $833,461 in t ree sa les s ince the las t Conven t ion w a s $235 ,695 a h e a d of 
t he figure repor ted in 1968 and $435 ,958 above t h a t of 1965. Total Mar ty r s ' Forest i n c o m e 
n o w s t a n d s at $2,319,755. 

Las t yea r seve ra l ove r seas Dis t r ic ts s t a r t ed the i r own Mar ty r s ' Forest p rog ram. T h e com-
bined ef for t of Dis t r ic t s 15 (Great Br i ta in and I re land) , 21 (Aus t r a l i a and N e w Zea land) , 
Venezue la , a n d the B ' n a i B'r i th Counci l fo r S o u t h e r n A f r i c a resu l t ed in $25 ,493 in t ree sales. 

T h e B ' n a i B ' r i th Scroll of F i re m o n u m e n t , scu lp ted by N a t a n Rapoport a n d cas t in b ronze 
by the we l l -known I t a l i an foundry , A. Pierot t i & Son, h a s been comple ted and now s t a n d s on 
top of Mt. Kasa lom. Official dedica t ion is set f o r M a r c h 7, 1972, a n d the hope is to b r i n g hun -
d reds of B ' n a i B ' r i th l e ade r s to J e r u s a l e m on a specia l tour a r r a n g e d for this his tor ic occas ion. 

T h e rec ip roca l t w i n n i n g p r o g r a m b e t w e e n Israel lodges a n d B 'na i B'r i th un i t s in N o r t h 
A m e r i c a h a s not kep t p a c e wi th its ear ly g rowth . D u r i n g the first years of t he p r o g r a m - i n -
a u g u r a t e d in 1966 —some 80 lodges in I s rae l e s t ab l i shed a c u l t u r a l e x c h a n g e with U. S. and 
C a n a d i a n lodges, s t a t e assoc ia t ions a n d counci l s . But excep t for a pilot ef for t to rev ive the 
p r o g r a m in Dis t r ic t 4 and o the r p r o g r a m s by a f e w lodges in N e w York, Ohio, I n d i a n a , P e n n -
sy lvan ia and Virginia , t he pro jec t h a s fa i l ed to a t t r ac t n e w pa r t i c ipan t s . T h e u n i t s w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n j e a l o u s in m a i n t a i n i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n h a v e e s t ab l i shed m e a n i n g f u l r e l a t ionsh ips 
w h i c h h a v e r e su l t ed in m u t u a l visits and the ex tens ion of t r ad i t iona l hospi tal i ty . 
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The Commit tee considered the cul tural gap separa t ing the two I s r a e l ' s - o n e of Ash-
kenazi Jews who have the advan tage of Western culture, the other of cultural ly deprived 
Oriental, or Sephardic Jews f rom Arab countries. A program to assist qualified bu td i sadvan-
taged Israeli children in obtaining a high school education would help in tegrate Israel 's popu-
lation and s t rengthen the country 's economy and society. The Commit tee r ecommends that 
B'nai B'rith lodges and chapters which have satisfied their B'nai B'rith Service Fund obli-
gations be encouraged to adopt a program to provide scholarships of SI200 (approximate 
tuition for four years) that will be administered by an appropriate commit tee f rom District 14. 
This project can also be under taken by individuals. The lodge or individual, in effect, adopts 
an underprivileged youngster for a high school education. 

Also considered by the Commit tee was a proposal for a ma jo r project in Israel. For years 
B'nai B'rith leaders in the United States and overseas have been call ing for a B'nai B'rith 
project of high visibility to symbolize B'nai B'rith's vital interest in Israel. Over the years 
several such projects have been suggested: a year-round youth c a m p es t imated to cost a half-
million dollars; a high school for overseas youth projected for SI .5 million; and a B'nai B'rith 
Village which would cost unde te rmined millions. Financia l conditions required postpone-
ment of this ambit ious goal. Meanwhile , the Commit tee gave considerat ion to a less costly 
project which is worthy of at tention. Fostered by Dr. Jack Cohen of the Hillel Foundat ion at 
Hebrew University, it grew out of the Arab-Jewish dialogue on c a m p u s and is already being 
conducted by Hillel and B'nai B'rith Women. It is the Arab-Jewish Teach-in, whose purpose 
is to promote better intergroup relations between Arabs and Jews in Israel. Unlike the other 
suggested ma jo r projects which cost millions of dollars and involve an initial commi tmen t of 
several hundred thousands, this project is open-ended and can be funded with a s much or as 
little money as the budget permits. 

After hear ing Dr. YEHOSHUA MAZUR of District 14 and Rabbi Samuel F i shman of the 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, the Committee adopted a resolution recommending that the 
Arab-Jewish Teach-in, 01־ intergroup project, be expanded. The Commit tee also r ecommends 
that the incoming President appoint a special commit tee to examine , study and report to the 
Board of Governors, the desirability for a world-wide B'nai B'rith project in Israel, including 
a high school capable of accommodat ing 200 youngsters. 

The Report of the Committee on Action for Israel was adopted by voice vote 
of the Convention. 

Mrs. N A T H A N H O L S T E I N of Pittsburgh (president of B'nai B'rith Women), 
asked to be recorded as "nay." on that section of the report dealing with the 
Arab-Jewish Teach-in. Mrs. H O L S T E I N noted that the project has been an ac-
tivity and responsibility of B'nai B'rith Women and that any decisions regard-
ing it should await "serious consultations" between the Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors and the Executive Board of B'nai B'rith Women. 

Resolution on Middle East Peace. B'nai B'rith believes that the truest security 
for Israel and the other nations of the Middle East lies in the establishment of 
peace. The basic obstacle to the achievement of peace remains the unwillingness 
of Israel's Arab neighbors to accept her existence as a sovereign state. Even now 
when Egypt's new president professes on one day his willingness to sign a peace 
agreement —albeit on his terms —he threatens resumption of the war on the next. 

Genuine peace can be achieved only by the negotiations and agreement of the 
parties in conflict. The role of third parties can be constructive in the search for 
peace only insofar as they contribute to a directly negotiated agreement between 
Israel and the Arab states. Peace cannot be imposed by outside powers; the powers 
can only impose a precarious truce. 

Soviet ambitions to dominate the Middle East are a second major obstacle to 
peace. The Soviet tactic of encouraging Arab intransigence, and supplying planes, 
pilots and technicians, has fortified the Arabs in their refusal to face reality and 
negotiate with Israel. While the Soviet Union may not desire a fourth round of 
hostilities that would bring it into confrontation with the United States, the Soviet 
policy of promoting tension in the Middle East can lead to the kind of Arab mis-
calculation which triggered the Six-Day War. 

The United States is entitled to great credit for the resourceful efforts which 
produced a cease-fire in August of 1970. Its policy of refusing to permit the arms 
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balance to be tipped against Israel —its decision to match Soviet missiles on the 
Suez with deterrent weapons on the Israel side —has helped maintain the cease-
fire and is an essential contribution to peace in the region. 

The American effort to define boundaries has not, however, served the cause 
of peace. It has undermined Israel's bargaining position and confidence, and has 
cast doubt on the American profession that peace should not be imposed. 

B'nai B'rith welcomes Israel's readiness to reopen the Suez Canal as a sig-
nificant step towards ultimate peace. It views Israel's offer to withdraw to secure 
lines as an evidence of desirable flexibility in negotiations. Because Israel has had 
the bitter experience of finding herself alone when she was in mortal peril —sol-
emn international guarantees and commitments proved hollow when Arab armies 
three times threatened Israel's existence —Israel has every right to insist that the 
new boundaries be more defensible than the old vulnerable boundaries which 
Arab leaders found so tempting. 

B'nai B'rith calls on the United States and other great powers to use their 
influence to bring about genuine negotiations between the Arab States and Israel 
and to assure that the arms balance is not tipped against Israel. 

The Resolution on Middle East Peace was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Resolution on Aid to Israel. The United States has an immense stake in peace 
and stability in the Middle East. It confronts a Soviet drive for dominance in the 
area that is fueled by the Arab-Israel conflict. War in the Middle East could en-
danger the peace of the entire world. More than ever, therefore, a strong and stable 
Israel, working for peace with her neighbors, is in America's true national interest. 

One of the keys to peace in the Middle East is the maintenance of the arms 
balance. Three years ago President Richard M. Nixon told the B'nai B'rith Con-
vention that the arms balance "must be tipped in Israel's favor" lest Arab leaders 
be tempted into new aggressions. That policy is no less sound or relevant today. It 
should not be compromised by requiring Israel to make territorial concessions as 
a precondition to aid when those concessions undermine the security that the aid 
is designed to protect. 

Arab unwillingness to recognize Israel's sovereignty has imposed upon Israel 
huge defense expenditures. Israel spends almost 30 per cent of her Gross National 
Product on defense, as compared with an American expenditure, despite the war 
in Viet Nam, of less than 8 per cent. 

B'nai B'rith expresses its deep appreciation to President Nixon and to the 
Congress for the military and economic aid extended to Israel. We call upon Presi-
dent Nixon and the Congress to remain sensitive to the need of preserving the 
arms balance even as the search for peace continues. Maintaining the flow of 
arms —particularly supersonic jets —and providing economic aid helps not only to 
preserve the one true democracy in the Middle East, it is also an investment in 
peace. 

In 1941, the United States launched the plan of lend-lease aid which enabled 
the democracies of Europe to withstand the Nazi onslaught. Today, Israel's resis-
tance to Arab aggression and Soviet domination is a significant contribution to 
the preservation of America's interests in the Middle East and is entitled to a form 
of lend-lease aid. 

For all these reasons B'nai B'rith calls on the President and the Congress to 
consider a program of lend-lease and other appropriate economic aid to Israel. 

The Resolution on Aid to Israel was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Resolution on Members' Personal Involvement on Behalf of Israel. The Con-
vention calls upon all B'nai B'rith members for greater personal involvement on 
behalf of Israel. In addition to United Jewish Appeal contributions and invest-
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ment in Israel Bonds, members are urged to participate in Israel investment clubs, 
form Israel coin and medal collections and purchase Israel products. 

The Resolution on Members Involvement on Behalf of Israel was adopted by 
voice vote of the Convention. 

Resolution on Israel's 25th Anniversary. The Convention recommends that B'nai 
B'rith hold a world-wide conference in Israel on the occasion of the 25th anniver-
sary of the State of Israel. This conference of B'nai B'rith leaders from all parts of 
the world should discuss the subject of mutual intellectual influence between 
Israel and the Diaspora. The format and date of the conference should be deter-
mined by the Board of Governors. 

The Resolution on Israel's 25th Anniversary was adopted by voice vote of 
the Convention. 

Resolution on Eliezer Argov. The Convention notes with sorrow the untimely 
passing of E L I E Z E R ARGOV, a member of the Cabinet on Israel Affairs and a be-
loved Ben B'rith. 

His friendship and warmth will be sorely missed. May his memory be for a 
blessing an inspiration to us in our pursuit of good deeds for B'nai B'rith 
and Israel. 

The Convention recessed for District caucuses. 

"An Evening With Elie Wiesel" 

The Convention reconvened in the Irvine Auditorium of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Admittance was provided for delegates and alternates, and their guests; and 
for students and faculty of the University of Pennsylvania. Approximately 1,000 
persons attended. 

D A V I D M. B L U M B E R G of Knoxville (District 7), a vice-president of B'nai 
B'rith, presided. 

M A R T I N D . C O H N of Hazelton, Pa., national chairman of B'nai B'rith Adult 
Jewish Education, presented E L I E W I E S E L , author and lecturer, to the audience. 

Mr. W I E S E L ' S address included a series of readings from Jewish literature. 
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Friday, October 15,1971 

Sixth Plenary Session 

J E F F E R S O N E. P E Y S E R of San Francisco (District 4), a vice-president of B'nai 
B'rith, presided. 

A C T I O N F O R M E M B E R S H I P G R O W T H . The report and recommendations of the 
Committee on Action for Membership Growth were presented by M A R T I N M . 

G L U C H O W of East Liverpool, Ohio (District 2), chairman of the Committee. 
Membership Eligibility at Age 18. The Committee reviewed proposals from 

Districts 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 22 that the minimum age of eligibility for membership in 
B'nai B'rith be lowered from 21 to 18 years of age. 

The Committee, noting that such a change would be in keeping with current 
trends, as evident in the Amendment to the U. S. Constitution lowering to 18 the 
age of voting eligibility, recommended that Section 131 of the Constitution be 
amended by deleting the words "at least twenty-one (21) years of age" and in-
serting in place thereof the words "at least eighteen (18) years of age." 

The Recommendation, having the effect of making the age of 18 the mini-
mum age for eligibility for membership in B'nai B'rith, was adopted as an 
amendment to the Constitution by a two-thirds voice vote of the Convention. 

Extending Junior Member to Age 29. The Committee considered a proposal 
submitted by the Membership Cabinet to extend from age 26 to 29 eligibility for 
junior membership in B'nai B'rith. 

The Committee concluded that most persons eligible for membership in B'nai 
B'rith have achieved a position of financial stability by age 26, and that requests 
to the Membership Cabinet for extending the maximum age for junior member-
ship have been negligible. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Dual Membership. The Committee considered a proposal submitted by Dis-
trict 1 for Convention action authorizing that "any lodge may accept affiliation 
of members in good standing of any other lodge, and exclude from any dues or 
fees (imposed by such accepting lodge upon the affiliated member) a sum equal to 
an amount of the Supreme Lodge and District assessments; said lodge shall not 
be required to remit any such sums not imposed as a result of such affiliation." 

The Committee concluded that the proposal would be administratively un-
wieldly and financially destructive to lodges. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 
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Designation of "Jewish faith" on Membership Application. T h e C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by District 6 to delete the words "I am of the Jewish 
faith" on the application for membership in B'nai B'rith and insert in place 
thereof the words "I am a follower of the Jewish faith." 

The Committee concluded that the proposal, as stated, was without sufficient 
merit. The Committee, however, recommended that a change in wording on the 
application for membership be made to read "I am a Jew." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was disapproved by voice vote of 
the Convention. 

Designation of "Jewish Faith" for Membership Purposes. T h e C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by District 4 that Section 131 of the Constitution be 
amended to include the following words: "For the purpose of membership in our 
Order, a member of the Jewish faith shall include a male who voluntarily de-
sires to join our Order, who affirmatively supports the precepts of the Jewish 
faith and the principles and purposes of our Order, and who is born of at least 
one Jewish parent, or who must have been converted to the Jewish faith, or who, 
having a Jewish wife, does not actively support another faith." 

The Committee, cognizant of the sensitivity and far-reaching effect of the 
proposal, concluded that a change in the current requirement for membership 
eligibility would be destructive to the unifying purposes of B'nai B'rith. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Life Membership. The Committee considered a proposal submitted by the 
Membership Cabinet for the establishment of Life Membership in the form of 
"a minimum contribution of $1,000 or such other amount as might be determined. 
The funds would be deposited in the B'nai B'rith Foundation Endowment Fund 
and annual dues would be distributed to the Supreme Lodge and the respective 
District and local lodge from interest and dividend earnings. Upon the death of a 
member, the principal would be retained by the B'nai B'rith Foundation for its 
Endowment Fund or for distribution by the trustees of the Foundation." 

The Committee approved in principle the proposal for Life Membership. 
The Committee advised that it had forwarded the proposal to the Committee 

on Fiscal Matters for consideration by that body. 

Membership-at-Large. The Committee considered a proposal that the Supreme 
Lodge reconsider previous actions rejecting membership-at-large and move to 
authorize membership in B'nai B'rith through direct payment of dues to the Su-
preme Lodge, enrolling such members in an At-Large Lodge established in Wash-
ington, or through such other administrative means as might be devised. 

The Committee concluded that the proposal would be detrimental to the status 
of the local lodge as the basic unit in the structure of B'nai B'rith. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Honorary Membership. The Committee considered a proposal for establish-
ment of two classes of honorary membership in B'nai B'rith: (1) Honorary mem-
bership to non-Jews as recognition of their distinguished services to the com-
munity and society; (2) Honorary membership to certain persons of the Jewish 
faith as recognition of their distinguished services to the community and society. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 
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Reduction of Dues for Members over 65 Years of Age. T h e C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by District 6 to authorize, on specific request of the 
member involved, a reduction of dues for members 65 years and older, or mem-
bers whose earnings are limited to a pension or who are permanently disabled. 

The Committee concluded that such "hardship cases" have been and can 
continue to be resolved on an individual basis by the local lodge. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Minimum Charter Membership. The Committee considered a proposal sub-
mitted by District 5 that Section 124 of the Constitution be amended to delete the 
minimum requirement of 20 members for chartering a lodge. 

The Committee concluded that the proposal would provide greater flexibility 
for the establishment of lodges in small communities. 

The Committee recommended that Section 124 of the Constitution be amend-
ed by deleting the words "signed by not less than twenty (20) persons eligible 
for membership in the Order," and inserting in place thereof the sentence: 
"Rules as to the minimum number of applicants required shall be established 
by the National Membership Cabinet and shall take local circumstances into 
consideration." 

The Recommendation was adopted as an amendment to the Constitution 
by a two-thirds voice vote of the Convention. 

Waiver of Dues. The Committee considered a proposal submitted by District 6 
for a Constitutional amendment to authorize waiver of dues to members attend-
ing an accredited college or university under a qualified degree program. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Reduction in Dues and Voluntary Assessments. The Committee considered a 
proposal submitted by District 4 for a Constitutional amendment to authorize a 
reduction of 50 per cent in dues and voluntary assessments (i.e., Service Fund) 
during a period of unemployment. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Convention, on motion from the floor, referred the matter back to the 

Committee for further consideration. 
(Note: No fur ther report on this mat ter was made to the Convention. The Committee recommended that the 
mat te r be referred back to the Membership Cabinet for its consideration.] 

Remission of Dues to Former AZA and Hillel Members. The C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by District 2 for a Constitutional amendment to 
authorize remission of dues for one year to former members of the B'nai B'rith 
Hillel Foundations who enroll as members of B'nai B'rith when they become of 
age. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Dr. WEXLER presided. 
Brother W E X L E R gave formal recognition to H E R M A N J. N U D E L M A N of Miami 

Beach, Fla., (District 5) as the national leader in membership enrollment during 
the 1970-71 campaign year. Brother N U D E L M A N was credited with having enrolled 
273 members. 

L A W R E N C E PEIZER of Cleveland (District 2) was cited for having enrolled 
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2 5 4 members and G O R D O N R O S E N B E R G of Chicago (District 6) for having enrolled 
179 members, each during the 1970-71 campaign year. 

M O E K U D L E R of Los Angeles (District 4), a member of the Supreme Lodge 
Board of Governors, presided. 
ACTION FOR MEMBERSHIP GROWTH. A supplemental report of the Convention 
Committee on Action for Membership Growth on the matters of Attracting and 
Involving Young People was presented by G E R A L D K R A F T of Indianapolis (Dis-
trict 2), a co-chairman of the Committee. 

B'nai B'rith co-ed units. The Committee noted that the Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors and the Executive Board of B'nai B'rith had authorized, as an ex-
periment, the chartering of B'nai B'rith co-ed units under certain guidelines. The 
authorization limited the experiment to not more than four co-ed units in each 
District. The first unit was chartered in Cleveland on September 12, 1971. 

The Committee recommended that the Convention endorse the co-ed ex-
periment as an important pilot program. 

The Committee further recommended that a special committee be established 
by and under the direction of the Membership Cabinet to review, evaluate and 
refine the current guidelines for co-ed units for a more effective development and 
implementation of the program. 

The Committee proposed that said special committee be instructed to develop 
specific suggestions for consideration by the respective Districts to alter, amend, 
suspend or otherwise modify District rules, regulations and constitutions to ac-
comodate the establishment and operation of co-ed units. 

The Committee further recommended that the four categories authorized 
for co-ed units —(a) "singles," (b) "young marrieds," (c) "industry" and (d) "small 
community clusters" — be retained. 

The Recommendations dealing with Co-ed Units were adopted by voice 
vote of the Convention. 

Transition of BBYA chapters into co-ed units. The Committee noted that in view 
of the formal dissolution of B'nai B'rith Young Adults, the Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors had authorized, wherever possible, the transition of BBYA chapters 
into co-ed units, and that such units are to be in addition to the four experimental 
units authorized in each District. 

The Committee recommended that the original guidelines for co-ed units, 
insofar as they relate to BBYA chapters in the process of dissolution, be amended 
to require that each such unit (a) comply with the regulations of its respective 
District with regard to minimum charter membership requirements and (b) 
comply with the dues structure of its respective District. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of 
the Convention. 

Seventh Plenary Session 

S E Y M O U R G R A U B A R D of New York, national chairman of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith, presided. 

D O R E S C H A R Y of New York, honorary chairman of the Anti-Defamation Lea-
gue of B'nai B'rith, addressed the Convention on the need for constant Jewish 
communal involvement to help resolve the problems —urban, ecological, socio-
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logical —affecting the nation, and to resist erosions of freedom directed against 
any group. 

Note: Full text of Brother Schary's address is available on request. 

A C T I O N O N A N T I - S E M I T I S M A N D U R B A N A F F A I R S . The report of the Committee 
for Action on Anti-Semitism and Urban Affairs was presented by M E R L E D . C O H N 
of Seattle (District 4), chairman of the Committee: 

T h e C o m m i t t e e c o n s i d e r e d f o u r i m p o r t a n t a n d p rovoca t ive s u b j e c t s s u b m i t t e d by t h e 
A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n L e a g u e of B ' n a i B ' r i th in specia l ly p r e p a r e d p a p e r s . 

T h e s u b j e c t s w e r e : 
1. The New Anti-Semitism, p r e s e n t e d by WARREN FREEDMAN of N e w York (District 1). 
2. Violence and Jewish Security, p r e s e n t e d by J u d g e DAVID A. ROSE of Bos ton (Dis( ricf 1). 
3. Preferential Treatment, p r e s e n t e d by BURNETT ROTH of M i a m i B e a c h , Fla . (Dis-

trict 5). 
4. Race Relations, p r e s e n t e d by Mrs. D. J. WASSERSTROM of K a n s a s City, Mo., (B'nai 

B'rith Women). 
The New Anti-Semitism. B r o t h e r FREEDMAN def ined " t h e n e w a n t i - S e m i t i s m " a s a f o r m of 

a n t i - J e w i s h n e s s in " r e s p e c t a b l e p l ace s . " A c h a n g e in t h e g e n e r a l c l i m a t e is s e e n in t h a t i d e a s 
w h i c h w e r e verboten y e s t e rday a re to le ra ted today in l i t e r a tu re , te levis ion a n d in t h e press . 
T h u s , te levis ion s h o w s like All in the Family, rock m u s i c a l s l ike Jesus Christ, Superstar, t h e 
flood of books explo i t ing t h e p s y c h o p a t h i c in minor i ty c o m m u n i t i e s , h a v e b e c o m e the t h ing . 
E v e n t h e e t h n i c c o m i c s e e m s to be o n c e a g a i n f a s h i o n a b l e . C o m b a t i n g th is n e w t r e n d with-
out b e i n g s u b j e c t to c h a r g e s of c e n s o r s h i p or v io la t ing f r e e d o m of t h e p r e s s is e x t r e m e l y diffi-
c u l t a n d ADL will h a v e i ts expe r t i s e g rea t ly c h a l l e n g e d . 

T h e n e w a n t i - S e m i t i s m is a lso finding f o r m in the N e w L e f t a n d Old Lef t . I t h a s b e c o m e 
a n i n s t r u m e n t to p r o j e c t pol i t ical ph i losoph ies w h i c h a re p ro-Arab a n d p r o - C o m m u n i s t ; t he re 
a r e r e a s o n s to be l i eve t h a t t h e Soviet U n i o n is the f o u n t a i n h e a d of th is effor t . T h e n e w ant i -
S e m i t i s m ca l l s fo r v io lence a n d revolu t ion . It c o n d e m n s I s rae l a n d s u p p o r t s t h e A r a b bloc. 
It n e e d s to be c a r e f u l l y w a t c h e d , d o c u m e n t e d a n d exposed. 

B lack a n t i - S e m i t i s m is re la t ive ly n e w . It is b e i n g u sed as a tool to des t roy by po la r i za t ion , 
w h i c h b l a c k e x t r e m i s t s j u s t i f y as a n e c e s s a r y evil to ob ta in the i r i d e a s of social j u s t i c e . T h i s 
too m u s t be exposed a n d opposed , w i t h t h e f u l l r ea l i za t ion t h a t b l ack a n t i - S e m i t i s m is no 
m o r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e b l ack m a j o r i t y t h a n w h i t e a n t i - S e m i t i s m is of t h e w h i t e m a j o r i t y . 

T h e J e w i s h r a d i c a l (not to be c o n f u s e d w i t h the r a d i c a l J e w i s h s t u d e n t ) w h o exp lo i t s his 
J e w i s h n e s s to ga in r a d i c a l ends , is a lso n e w to t h e scene . His u s e of v io lence a n d h i s d i s r e g a r d 
of t h e l a w is v u l g a r a n d b l a s p h e m o u s , a n d e x a c e r b a t e s an t i -Semi t i c a t t i t udes . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e w a s a g r e e d t h a t p r e s e n t B ' n a i B ' r i th policy is a d e q u a t e to dea l w i t h t h e s e 
s i t ua t i ons . H o w e v e r , m e m b e r s of t h e C o m m i t t e e exp re s sed c o n c e r n w i t h w h a t t h e y r e g a r d as 
a n a t t i t u d e of a p a t h y a m o n g s o m e e l e m e n t s of t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . 

Violence and Jewish Security. B r o t h e r ROSE a t t r i b u t e d m u c h of t h e p r e v a l e n c e of e x t r e m -
i s m a n d v io lence to u r b a n p r o b l e m s a n d pol i t ica l revolu t ion . T h e " g u e r r i l l a w a r f a r e " on city 
s t r ee t s a n d u n i v e r s i t y c a m p u s e s p r e s e n t s a p a r t i c u l a r d a n g e r to t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y in 
t h a t it po la r i zes g r o u p s a n d t h r e a t e n s d e m o c r a t i c p rocesses . It h a s p r o d u c e d a s h a r p r e a c t i o n 
in l a r g e sec t ions of t h e A m e r i c a n p o p u l a c e t h a t c a n b e c o m e a c a t a l y s t fo r r e p r e s s i v e legis-
l a t ion a n d c r e a t e a c l i m a t e hos t i l e to civil r i g h t s a n d l ibert ies . T h i s is e v i d e n t in l eg i s l a t ion fo r 
p r e v e n t i v e de t en t ion , c h a r g e s a g a i n s t t h e m a s s m e d i a w h i c h c a n lead to s e l f - censo r sh ip , the 
b road u s e of w i r e t a p p i n g , i n d i s c r i m i n a t e s u r v e i l l a n c e of p r i va t e c i t i zens , a n d t h e like. 

Preferential Treatment. B r o t h e r ROTH r e v i e w e d c u r r e n t S u p r e m e Lodge a n d ADL policy 
on " p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t " in g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y m e n t , p r i v a t e e m p l o y m e n t a n d a d m i s s i o n 
to i n s t i t u t i o n s of h i g h e r l e a r n i n g . T h e i s s u e i t se l f is t h e c e n t e r of m u c h a m b i v a l e n c e a n d 
con t rove r sy , b r o u g h t on by t h e gap t h a t ex i s t s b e t w e e n d i s a d v a n t a g e d mino r i t i e s w h o seek 
u p w a r d mobi l i ty in e m p l o y m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n a n d those who, as a resu l t , a re s u b j e c t to dis-
p l a c e m e n t , m a n y of t h e m J e w s . J e w s see t h e m s e l v e s a s t h r e a t e n e d , a n d n o longer p ro tec t ed 
by t h e m e r i t s y s t e m in pub l i c e m p l o y m e n t a n d col lege e n t r a n c e r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

C u r r e n t B ' n a i B ' r i th policy s u p p o r t s e n f o r c e m e n t of the m e r i t s y s t e m in pub l ic employ-
m e n t (whi le , a t t h e s a m e t ime, e n c o u r a g e s g o v e r n m e n t f u n d i n g to g ive spec ia l t r a i n i n g a n d 
e d u c a t i o n to t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e d so t h a t they m i g h t q u a l i f y fo r pos i t ions u n d e r t h e m e r i t sys-
tern) a n d a p p r o v e s p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t in p r i v a t e e m p l o y m e n t . T h e policy a l so u r g e s t h a t 
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insti tutions of higher learning, when admit t ing less t han qualified member s of minority 
groups, add to their enrol lment facil i t ies so that the admiss ions are not closed to any qualified 
applicant. 

The Commit tee had an intensive discussion on the issue of preferent ia l t rea tment . It 
recommends that the nat ional commission of the Ant i -Defamat ion League review the sub-
ject at its next meet ing and advise the Board of Governors of its findings. 

Race Relations. Mrs. WASSERSTROM'S report noted that the plethora of new spokesmen 
and leadership tha t has emerged in the black communi ty has ne i ther replaced nor reached 
the national eminence achieved by the late Dr. Martin Luther King, the late Whitney Young 
or Roy Wilkins. It is a scattered leadership of many different spokesmen, mak ing Jewish com-
munity approaches to it more complex and difficult. 

There has also been a sha rp shif t in the black communi ty ' s focus, with less concern for 
new civil r ights legislation and more emphas i s on ful l en forcement of present civil r ights 
laws. This ha s led to some harsh confronta t ions in m a n y communi t ies . Yet one of the positive 
effects has been the increased participation of blacks, Puerto Ricans and other racial minori-
ties in the political process. The black Congressional c aucus has emerged as an exceedingly 
important fac tor on the nat ional scene. 

Jews have been turned off in their relat ionships with the black communi ty because of 
black anti-Semitism. Jews feel threa tened in employment and educat ion, and are demand ing 
protection and security. Yet if the Jewish communi ty is to m a k e any progress, it cannot lose 
sight of its own responsibility in dealing with prejudice and stereotyping among e lements 
within its own group. This is a difficult and f rus t ra t ing task, but one f rom which it cannot 
withdraw. 

The problems in the cities are immense . The prognosis is discouraging. Urban areas con-
tinue to deteriorate at an a larming rate. Since Jews are basically u rban dwellers, they are 
directly affected. But the problems that beset them cannot be solved unti l basic problems 
affect ing u rban areas— unemployment , inadequate heal th facilities, mediocre educat ional 
systems, sub-standard housing, povery — are solved. These are concerns that mus t c o m m a n d 
the attention and involvement of B'nai B'rith. 

Resolution on Violence and Jewish Security. Whereas, recent years have seen 
major outbreaks of violence on the American scene, some of them stemming 
from unsolved social problems in our cities, others from the planned and deliber-
ate tactics of extremists and revolutionaries; and 

Whereas, the violent tactics of extremists of the Far Right and of the Far Left 
undermine the law which forms the foundation of democratic government in 
America and the order upon which civilized society and democratic processes 
depend; and 

Whereas, government by law under constitutional safeguards protects each 
American because it protects all; and 

Whereas, violence of all kinds, including planned violence by extremists for 
their own political purposes, is intolerable in a system of government which pro-
vides avenues for peaceful and legal change in our society through the courts, the 
legislature and the ballot box; and 

Whereas, violence produces calls for repression that endanger civil liberty, the 
right of peaceful dissent and protest, the right of privacy and other constitutional 
safeguards; and 

Whereas, the Jewish community in the United States, along with all other 
Americans, enjoy the blessings of liberty, free government and the fundamental 
freedoms contained in the Bill of Rights; and 

Whereas, the National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence 
have conducted lengthy and perceptive studies of the underlying causes for vio-
lence in our society and made numerous recommendations for action to resolve 
the causes of violence in America; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that B'nai B'rith, (1) calls upon the President 
and the Congress of the United States to implement the recommendations of the 
National Commission on Civil Disorders (Kerner Commission) and of the National 
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence (Eisenhower Commission), 
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and to deal with the fundamental causes of civil disorder and violence; (2) urges 
adoption by the Congress of legal registration requirements and procedures gov-
erning the sale, possession and distribution of the ingredients for bombs and other 
weapons of terror; (3) urges the adoption of stricter controls governing the sale, 
possession and distribution of firearms; and (4) calls on all Americans to stand 
steadfast against the use of violence to obtain political or social change and to 
stand equally steadfast against calls for repressive measures that would under-
mine civil liberty and constitutional safeguards, since all are a threat to our form 
of government. 

The Resolution on Violence and Jewish Security was adopted by voice vote 
of the Convention. 

ACTION IN A R E A S OF SOCIAL C O N C E R N . The Report of the Committee on Action 
in Areas of Social Concern was presented by SOLOMON ROSENBAUM of Fitchburg, 
Mass., (District 1), chairman of the Committee. 

The Committee noted with gratitude the presence and participation of the 
following distinguished specialists whose assistance was of significant impor-
tance in the Committee's deliberations: Dr. LESLIE NICHOLAS, chief of venereal 
disease control for the City of Philadelphia; WILLIAM COLE, senior public health 
advisor for the City of Philadelphia; Dr. F . BASSILI, chief of the Family Planning 
Unit in Kuwait; Dr. DUNCAN CATTERALL, consultant venereologist to Middlesex 
Hospital, London, England; Dr. LENNART JUHLIN, head of the department of 
dermatology and venereology at University Hospital, Upsala, Sweden; and Dr. 
(Mrs.) KALAYA SUTHISOMBOON, director of venereal division, Health Department, 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

The Committee also reported that it was privileged to hear an address by 
Joseph Chiappi, public health advisor, Department of Health, City of Phila-
delphia, on the pandemic nature of venereal diseases, particularly among youth. 

On the basis of Mr. Chiappi's report and other information made available, 
the Committee recommended affirmative Convention action on the following 
resolution: 

Venerea/ Diseases. Resolved, t h a t B ' n a i B ' r i th , a s a publ ic - sp i r i t ed o r g a n i z a t i o n , s t r ive in 
every poss ib le w a y to f o c u s a t t e n t i o n u p o n t h e f u l l d i m e n s i o n s of t h e s p r e a d of v e n e r e a l dis-
ea se s , to do w h a t e v e r l ies w i t h i n i t s p o w e r to c h a n g e pub l ic a t t i t u d e s , a n d to i n d u c e pub l i c 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e e x i s t e n c e a n d dead ly s e r i o u s n e s s of t h e s e d i s e a s e s ; a n d to e n c o u r a g e 
coope ra t ion w i t h eve ry e f fo r t to e f f e c t t he i r con t ro l a n d cu re , a s w a s d o n e in t h e pa s t , t h r o u g h 
e d u c a t i o n a n d p a t i e n c e , in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h s u c h f o r m e r pub l ic t a b o o s a s t u b e r c u l o s i s a n d 
c a n c e r . 

The Committee further reported that it was privileged to hear an address by 
James Kennedy, administrative assistant to the Chief of Staff of the Veterans Ad-
ministration Hospital in Philadelphia, on the urgent need for continued volunteer 
work in VA installations by B'nai B'rith men, women and youth. 

The committee recommended affirmative Convention action on the following 
resolution: 

Veterans Services. Resolved, t h a t B ' n a i B ' r i th c o n t i n u e to do all w i t h i n i ts p o w e r to b r idge 
any g a p t h a t m a y exis t b e t w e e n t h e m a n in u n i f o r m or t h e h o s p i t a l i z e d v e t e r a n , on t h e o n e 
h a n d , a n d t h e eve ry day c iv i l ian , on t h e o the r . We sha l l do th is by not only c o n t i n u i n g o u r 
t r ad i t i ona l p r o g r a m of s e rv i ce to all, b u t a l so by b e i n g p r e p a r e d to a d a p t o u r p r o g r a m s to t h e 
c h a n g i n g n e e d s of c h a n g i n g t imes . 

The Committee recommended for affirmative Convention action the follow-
ing resolutions on the matters indicated: 

Drug Abuse. Resolved, t h a t B ' n a i B ' r i th c a n a n d shou ld m a k e a c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h e ever 
c o n t i n u i n g ba t t l e a g a i n s t D r u g Abuse . 

We e n d o r s e t h e e f fo r t s of o u r g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n to con t ro l 
t h e g r o w i n g a n d c u l t i v a t i o n of a n d t ra f f i c in na rco t i c s . 
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We recommend, with priority, to all B'nai B'rith lodges and chap te r s tha t wherever there 
are communi ty agencies which help addicts in a recovery program, these lodges and chap te r s 
should explore m e a n s of working with these communi ty agencies and lend their effor ts to 
the success of such communi ty agency programs. 

We fu r t he r r ecommend that this most impor tant problem of drug addiction be given every 
consideration by all of B'nai B'rith to the extent tha t we do everything possible to e l imina te it 
at the earliest possible moment . 

Pollution. Resolved, that B'nai B'rith init iate a broad program to lend its support to all 
governmenta l and private agencies involved in cur ta i l ing env i ronmenta l dest ruct ion. 

We f u r t h e r urge that B'nai B'rith under take an educat ional p rogram designed to m a k e 
its lodges, chap te rs and youth groups aware of this concern. 

We f u r t h e r u rge tha t a p e r m a n e n t commit tee of experts be establ ished to provide specific 
programs to implement this resolution. 

"Inner City." Whereas, many ci t izens of our f a i t h and other f a i t h s r e m a i n wi th in t he 
inner cities; and 

Whereas, the cities in this period of revolutionary upheava l in Amer ican society h a v e 
undergone a profound change ; and 

Whereas, our fellow Americans still living in such inner cities are o f t en both poverty 
stricken and the innocent vict ims of violence; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, tha t B'nai B'rith, th rough each of its agencies , do every-
thing in its power to help the plight of these un fo r tuna t e individuals by providing "people-
to-people" programs, "group-to-group" programs, and concrete p rograms for use by our con-
sti tuent lodges and chapters and, in this way spearhead all other p rograms designed to help 
our fellow cit izens to help themselves and revitalize their respect ive neighborhoods. 

'72 Elections. Because 1972 is both a Presidential election year and virtually for the first 
t ime presents all cit izens f rom the age of 18 up the opportunity to vote in a na t ional election, 
we urge those agencies within B'nai B ' r i t h - s u c h as CVS, ADL, BBYO and H i l l e l - t h a t are 
especially involved in promoting good citizenship, to give every possible ass i s tance to all 
uni ts of the communi ty in helping to "get-out-the-vote," and to provide pract ical a s s i s t ance 
in registering new voters. 

We fu r the r urge tha t B'nai B'rith, through its lodges and chapters , help publicize local, 
regional, s ta te and nat ional registration and voting procedures, and, as necessary, to cooper-
ate with all communi ty groups in helping to simplify bu rdensome and repressive regis t ra t ion 
and voting legislation and regulations. 

The Report and Recommendations of the Committee on Action in Areas of 
Social Concern were adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Dr. W E X L E R presided. 
N O M I N A T I O N S A N D E L E C T I O N S . The following were nominated by their respec-
tive District delegations and elected by voice vote of the Convention to the office 
designated: 

Vice-President of B'nai B'rith. M O S E S L. KOVE of New York, (District 1); M A R T I N 
M. G L U C H O W of East Liverpool, O., (District 2); I. B U D D ROCKOWER of Elkins 
Park, Pa., (District 3); DAVID GOLDMAN of Pasadena, Calif., (District 4); Dr. L E O N 
H. F E L D M A N of Asheville, N.C., (District 5); S A M J. S T O N E of Peoria, 111., (District 
6); B I L L Y B. GOLDBERG of Houston, (District 7); Dr. B E N Z I O N K A U D E R S of Haifa 
(District 14); F R E D S I M O N WORMS of London (District 15); P A U L JACOB of Mul-
house, France, (District 19); S I D N E Y M U L L E R of Maroubra, New South Wales, 
(District 21) and H E N R Y BLATT of Montreal, (District 22). 

The Convention approved by voice vote election of nominees for Vice-Presi-
dent to be nominated at the forthcoming conventions of District 20, District 23 
and District 25: 

District Representatives to the Board of Governors. B E N D . H A I B L U M of Brook-
lyn, N . Y . , L A W R E N C E PEIREZ of Woodside, N . Y . , SOLOMON R O S E N B A U M of Fitch-
burg, Mass., and H E R B E R T D . S E T L O W of Orange, Conn., (District 1); JACK N . 
B O H M of Kansas City, Mo., and B E R N A R D R . F R I E D M A N of Miami Beach, Fla., 
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(District 2); Dr. L E O N W . R O B B I N S of Lancaster, Pa., H E N R Y J. S A T S K Y of Short 
Hills, N.J., and M U R R A Y H. S H U S T E R M A N of Philadelphia, (District 3); J E R O M E M . 
B R I S T O L of Encino, Calif., and J E F F E R S O N E. P E Y S E R of San Francisco, (District 
4); M A U R I C E S T E I N B E R G of Augusta, Ga., (District 5); M O R R I S D I R E N F E L D of 
Detroit, Dr. E L M E R M. I M B E R of Lincolnwood, 111., and M E N D L E M. M E L T Z E R of 
Winnipeg, Canada, (District 6); S T A N L E Y M. H A R T of Jackson, Miss.,(District 7); 
Judge S H A L O M K A S S A N of Haifa, (District 14); J O H N S I M O N of Manchester, Eng-
land, (District 15); H E R M A N N M O L V I D S O N of Stockholm, (District 19); K U R T E. 
L I P P M A N N of South Caulfield, Victoria, (District 21); A B E L D. S E L I C K of Montreal, 
(District 22), and C A R L O S Z E L E N K A of Panama City, (District 2 3 ) . 

The Convention approved by voice vote election of nominees for District 
Representative to the Board of Governors to be nominated at the forthcoming 
conventions of District 20 and District 25. 

International Council. H A R R Y J. G R E E N B L A T T of Boston, (District 1); D A N I E L 
L. B R E N N E R of Kansas City, Mo., (District 2); Judge M A X R O S E N N of Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., (District 3); Dr. H.M. G I N S B U R G of Fresno, Calif., (District 4); M A U R I C E A. 
W E I N S T E I N of Charlotte, N.C., (District 5); B E R N A R D R O M A N of Chicago, (District 
6); I R V I N G I. G E R S O N of New Orleans, (District 7); Dr. Y E H O S H U A M A Z U R of Tel 
Aviv, (District 14); Dr. R O B E R T H A L L E of London, (District 15); H A N S K A U F M A N N 
of Basle, Switzerland, (District 19); S I D N E Y M U L L E R of Maroubra, New South 
Wales, (District 21), and M U R R A Y E H R L I C K of Toronto, (District 22). 

The Convention approved by voice vote election of nominees to be members 
of the International Council, to be nominated at the forthcoming conventions 
of District 20, District 23 and District 25. 

Adult Jewish Education Commission. IRVING B. M A T R O S S of Newton Centre, 
Mass., and H E R B E R T R E I M A N of New York, (District 1); Dr. A L E X A N D E R S . F I S H E R 
of East Liverpool, O . , and G E N E S K L O R M A N of Wooster, O . , (District 2); W I L L I A M 
N A T H A N of Farrell, Pa., and M A X M E S H O N of Philadelphia, (District 3); H A R R Y 
B I K S O N of Los Angeles and A L E C J A C K S O N of Vancover, B.C., (District 4); A L B E R T 
A. S P I K L O S E R of Baltimore and D A V I D W E I L of Goldsboro, N.C., (District 5); 
O S C A R N U D E L M A N of Chicago and B E R N A R D P A N U S H of Detroit, (District 6); 
M I L T O N T. S M I T H of Austin, Tex., and D. A A R O N T O P E K of Houston, (District 7), 
and H A R V E Y F R E E D M A N of Toronto and J . B A R N E Y G R O S S E R of Montreal, (Dis-
trict 22). 

Anti-Defamation Commission. J O S E P H G . B A R K A N of Forest Hills, N.Y., W A R R E N 
F R E E D M A N of New Rochelle, N.Y., and H E R B E R T S K A L S K Y of Chestnut Hill, Mass., 
(District 1); J O S E P H C O H E N of Kansas City, Kan., S T A N L E Y R. F I S H M A N of St. 
Joseph, Mo., and T H E O D O R E B. M A R K S of Akron (District 2); Judge D O N A L D M Y E R S 
of Elizabeth, N . J . , L E O N A R D F A S S of Merchantville, N.J., and B E N J A M I N F E I E R -
M A N of Harrisburg, Pa., (District 3); Judge R O B E R T F E I N E R M A N of Pacific Pah-
sades, Calif., M O R R I E K R A U S of San Diego and S I G M U N D O. M E Y E R of Butte, Mont., 
(District 4); J O S E P H B R E C H N E R of Orlando, Fla., M E Y E R E I S E N B E R G of Potomac, 
Md., and H A R R I S JACOBS of Atlanta (District 5); H A R R Y E P S T E I N of Madison, 
Wis., A R T H U R S C H O T T of Livonia, Mich., and P A U L W E L T M A N of Chicago, (District 
6); J U L I U S M . I S R A E L of Houston, M I L T O N P O P K I N of Houston and M O R R I S L. 
S T R A U C H of Memphis (District 7), and H A R V E Y C R E S T O H L of Montreal, P H I L I P 
L E O N of Hamilton, Ont., and Louis R O N S O N of Willowdale, Ont., (District 22). 

Commission on Community and Veterans Services. M I L T O N A D E L M A N of Roslyn, 
N.Y., and S A M U E L M . S H L E V I N of Pawtucket, R.I., (District 1); M A X K O H N O P of 
Dayton and Judge R O B E R T S . KRAFT of Cincinnati, (District 2); R O B E R T G R I E S of 
New Providence, N.J., and S A M U E L H O F F M A N of Wilmington, Del., (District 3); 
G O R D O N LEVOY of Beverly Hills, Calif., and L E O N A . R O S E N F I E L D , JR., of Los 
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Angeles, (District 4); LEON S . B R A U N S T E I N of Arlington, Va., and B E R N A R D POTTS 
of Baltimore (District 5); S A M U E L BEREK of Fremont, Neb., and A B E G I N S B U R G 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., (District 6); A L C. SCHLOSSER of Houston and R O N A L D 
WILK of Memphis, (District 7), and IRVING C H A P L E Y of Toronto and H A R O L D 
S M I T H of Dolard des Ormeaux, Que., (District 22). 

Hillel Commission. Dr. E U G E N E A R D E N of East Norwich, N.Y., and S I D N E Y L. 
R A B I N O W I T Z of Providence, R.I., (District 1): M A X R. E I N S T A N D I G of Terre Haute, 
Ind., and E M A N U E L SPACK of Shawnee Mission, Kan., (District 2): IRVING CHVAT 
of Elizabeth, N . J . , and H A R R Y B. ACKERSON of Fair Lawn, N . J . , (District 3), 
RAYMOND SARLOT of Tarzana, Calif., and ALFRED P E R P E R of San Diego, (District 
4); N A T H A N JAY of Athens, Ga., and MORRIS H. PRICE of Baltimore, (District 5); 
A L V I N ABRAMSON of Omaha and H. B U R T O N S C H A T Z of Chicago, (District 6): 
I R W I N C A P L A N of Houston and Dr. MORRIS P o L S K Y o f Austin, Tex., (District 7). and 
C Y R I L H O U S E R of Toronto and M A U R I C E KATZ of Montreal, (District 22). 

Youth Commission. N A T H A N GUZOVSKY of Boston and A R N O L D S. H E N O C H -
STEIN of Jamaica, N.Y., (District 1); AARON G R O S S M A N of Youngstown, O., and 
MORRIS H. KROSS of Merriam, Kan., (District 2); MORRIS ROHRBERG of Newark, 
N.J., and J O S E P H E . W E I N E R of Philadelphia, (District 3); J U L I U S S A M S O N of Los 
Angeles and ROY L I L I E N F E L D of North Hollywood, Calif., (District 4); F R A N K 
B R U C K of Columbia, S.C., and B E R N A R D SPECTOR of Atlanta, (District 5); Louis 
W E B E R of Southfield, Mich., and O T T O F . W E I N E R of Chicago, (District 6); R A L P H 
F I N N of Memphis and OTTO S C H L A M M E of Houston, (District 7), and MORRIS 
F L I C H T of Downsview, Ont., and T E D D Y G R E E N F I E L D of St. Laurent, Que., (Dis-
trict 22). 

Commission on Career and Counseling Services. M I L T O N K A D I S H of Waterbury, 
Conn., and IRVING R U B I N S T E I N , SR., of New York, (District 1); L E O N A R D KIRSCH-
NER of Cincinnati and C H A R L E S W A L L A C H of Cleveland, (District 2); Dr. S A M U E L 
E . BINSTOCK of Pittsburgh and S I D N E Y R U D O L P H of Passaic, N.J., (District 3); 
ROBERT LEFF of Beverly Hills, Calif., and E. K E N N E T H M I L L E R of San Francisco, 
(District 4); Dr. S A M U E L F R I E D M A N of Baltimore and Dr. R E U B E N S . HORLICK of 
Arlington, Va., (District 5); H A R R Y N. KATZ of Detroit and S T A N L E Y KRONICK of 
St. Louis Park., Minn., (District 6); S T A N L E Y K A U F M A N of Dallas and Dr. M I L T O N 
M I N T Z of Nashville, (District 7). and M E L G U N N of Hamilton, Ont., and N A P 
K A P I N S K Y of Ottawa, (District 22). 

Court 01 Appeals. J O H N J. D A N N I N of Newport, R.I., (District 1); Judge S A U L 
PINCHICK of Denver, (District 2); Judge M A U R I C E W . S P O R K I N of Philadelphia, 
(District 3); S A M U E L L. F E N D E L of San Francisco, (District 4); Judge M I L T O N A. 
F R I E D M A N of Miami, (District 5); A L F R E D H. B O U N I N of Detroit, (District 6); 
WILLIAM N A T H A N of Houston, (District 7); Judge H A I M E H R L I C H of Tel Aviv, 
(District 14); IGNAZ H E R Z F E L D of Basle, Switzerland, (District 19); JACIE C. 
HOROWITZ of Toronto, (District 22), and M I N O Covo of Mexico City, (District 23). 

The Convention approved by voice vote election of nominees to the Court of 
Appeals, to be nominated at the forthcoming conventions of District 15, District 
20, District 21 and District 25. 

Election of Treasurer. P H I L I P LAX of Claremont, N . J . , (District 3), was placed 
in nomination by M U R R A Y H. S H U S T E R M A N of Philadelphia, (District 3), for the 
office of Treasurer of B'nai B'rith. 

The nomination of Brother LAX was seconded by H E N R Y B L A T T of Montreal, 
(District 22), and M A R T I N M. G L U C H O W of East Liverpool, Ohio, (District 2). 

M O E KUDLER of Los Angeles, (District 4), was placed in nomination by JACK 
J . SPITZER of Los Angeles, (District 4), for the office of Treasurer of B'nai B'rith. 

The nomination of Brother K U D L E R was seconded by Judge D A V I D A . R O S E of 
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Boston, (District 1), and Bernard Roman of Chicago, (District 6). 
The Convention voted by closed ballot. 
Brother KUDLER was elected Treasurer of B'nai B'rith. 
On motion by Brother LAX, the Convention voted the election of Brother 

KUDLER to be unanimous. 

Election of President. DAVID M . BLUMBERG of KnoxviUe, Tenn., (District 7), 
was placed in nomination by B I L L Y B . GOLDBERG of Houston, (District 7), for the 
office of President of B'nai B'rith. 

The nomination of Brother BLUMBERG was seconded by HARRY STRAUSS of 
Memphis and JAMES BLUMBERG of Memphis (son of the nominee). 

On motion by LABEL A . KATZ of New Orleans, (Honorary President of B'nai 
B'rith), Brother BLUMBERG was elected President of B'nai B'rith by acclamation. 

Election of Honorary President. Dr. WILLIAM A. WEXLER of Savannah, Ga., 
(retiring President of B'nai B'rith) was placed in nomination by JACK J. JENKINS 
of Washington, D. C., (District 5), for the office of Honorary President of B'nai 
B'rith. 

On motion by Brother JENKINS, Brother WEXLER was elected an Honorary 
President of B'nai B'rith by acclamation. 

Election of Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals. SAMUEL MOSKOVITCH of Mont-
real, (District 22), was placed in nomination by HARRY J. PACHTER of Toronto, 
(District 22), for the office of Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals. 

The nomination of Brother MOSKOVITCH was seconded by S Y D N E Y A. HELLEN-
BRAND of Cedarhurst, N.Y., (District 1). 

Judge MILTON A. FRIEDMAN of Miami Beach, Fla., (District 5), was placed in 
nomination by E. ALBERT PALLOT of Miami Beach, Fla., (District 5), for the office 
of Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals. 

The nomination of Brother FRIEDMAN was seconded by Louis BARG of Forrest 
City, Ark., (District 7). 

The Convention voted by closed ballot. 
Brother MOSKOVITCH was elected Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals. 

Oneg Shabbat 

Dr. MARVER H. BERNSTEIN of Princeton, N.J., national chairman of B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations, presided. 

Sabbath melodies were chanted by the Jewish Community Chorus of Phila-
delphia, conducted by SHALOM ALTMAN. 

• P H I L I P M . KLUTZNICK of Chicago, honorary president of B'nai B'rith, delivered 
an address on "Jewish Priorities in a Changing World," in which he emphasized 
a need for the American Jewish community and its institutions to engage in 
long-range planning—rather than limit themselves to reacting to "crisis issues" — 
as a necessary means of strengthening both the American Jewish community and 
its relationships with the state and people of Israel. 

MICHAEL DOCKTERMAN, grand aleph godol of Aleph Zadik Aleph, and DANIEL 
FREELANDER, president of the Hillel Foundation at Trinity College in Connecticut, 
responded to Brother KLUTZNICK'S views. 

Note: Transcript of the Oneg Shabbat is available on request. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1971 

Sabbath Services 

Sabbath morning worship services were conducted, followed by five concur-
rent Sabbath study groups on the theme Torahfor Our Time. 

Dr. JACK J . C O H E N of Jerusalem, director of the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation 
at The Hebrew University, led the study group discussion on The Meaning of 
B'rith in B'nai B'rith: A Look at the Central Idea of Jewish Life. 

Dr. IRA E I S E N S T E I N of New York, president of The Jewish Reconstructionist 
Foundation, led the study group discussion on How to Read the Bible in Our 
Time: Introduction to the Torah Portion of the Week. 

Rabbi OSCAR GRONER of Washington, D . C . , assistant national director of the 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, led the study group discussion on The Language 
of Faith: Introduction to Some Fundamental Ideas in Our Prayerbook. 

Rabbi B E N J A M I N M. K A H N of Washington, D. C . , national director of the B'nai 
B'rith Hillel Foundations, led the study group discussion on Some Crucial Issues 
in the Torah Portion: Who Wrote the Bible? Is There a Conflict Between Science 
and Religion? 

Dr. Louis L. K A P L A N of Baltimore, former president of the Baltimore Hebrew 
Teachers College, led the study group discussion on The Torah Portion of the 
Week: Introduction to a Jewish World View. 

Oneg Shabbat 

LABEL A. KATZ of New Orleans, honorary president of B'nai B'rith, presided. 
Dr. Louis L. K A P L A N and Rabbi IRA E I S E N S T E I N , in brief remarks, paid tribute 

to Dr. MORDECAI M . K A P L A N , founder of the Jewish Reconstructionist movement. 
P H I L I P M. K L U T Z N I C K of Chicago, honorary president of B'nai B'rith, pre-

sented Dr. MORDECAI M. K A P L A N with the first B'nai B'rith Harold Weisberg 
Memorial Award in Jewish Thought, a $1,500 prize established by the B'nai 
B'rith Commission on Adult Jewish Education in memory of the founding director 
and subsequent national chairman of B'nai B'rith's adult Jewish study program. 
Brother K L U T Z N I C K , in citing Dr. K A P L A N , said: "In this one man many of us can 
find hope for a greater future. We can find a way of life as Jews, and we can find 
a hope for ethical nationhood in a world at peace." 
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Dr. MORDECAI M . K A P L A N , in his acceptance address, discussed the problems 
of Jewish survival: 

"The three goals of Torah, or Jewish education, are themselves an integral part of the 
Jewish tradition which began as supernaturalist religion, and functioned as such until the 
end of the eighteenth century. We live in an age when that tradition itself has to be reinter-
preted neither in supernaturalist nor in naturalist nor secularist terms, but in transnaturalist 
terms. So long as that is not done, we cannot expect Jewish life to be normalized. The present 
chaotic condition of Jewish life is bound to continue, and the danger of disappearance is 
likely to persist. 

The only possible solution of the Jewish problem of identity and creativity is the right 
kind of lifelong Jewish education, which must begin with the home in which a Jew is born 
and continue in the home which the Jew establishes. Such a Jewish education must be in 
keeping with the latest developments in the understanding of human nature, so as to counter-
act the forces in the environment that corrupt it." 

Note: Full text of Dr. Mordecai Kaplan 's address is published separately and avai lable on request . 

Convention Banquet 

Dr. W E X L E R presided. 
Mrs. N A T H A N H O L S T E I N of Pittsburgh (president of B'nai B'rith Women), 

conveyed the greetings of B'nai B'rith Women. 
B I L L Y B. GOLDBERG of Houston (District 7), chairman of the B'nai B'rith 

Million-Dollar Fund for Jewish Youth, a special fund campaign in honor of 
Brother W E X L E R , paid tribute to the thirty charter contributors of $5,000 each, 
presenting an engraved bronze menorah, designed by artist Ludwig Wolpert, to 
those in attendance. Purpose of the fund, Brother GOLDBERG said, was "to help 
sustain the expansions in B'nai B'rith youth programs that took place during the 
Wexler administration." 

M A U R I C E A . W E I N S T E I N of Charlotte, N.C., (District 5), chairman of the B'nai 
B'rith International Council, expressed to Brother W E X L E R the appreciation of 
the Supreme Lodge for Brother W E X L E R ' S leadership as president of B'nai B'rith 
for two consecutive terms. Brother W E I N S T E I N , on behalf of the Supreme Lodge, 
presented Brother W E X L E R with an engraved silver megillah. 

H E N R Y B L A T T of Montreal (District 22), a vice-president of B'nai B'rith, 
introduced A B B A E B A N , Minister of Foreign Affairs for the State of Israel. 

The Foreign Minister, in his address, reviewed the status of Middle East 
affairs since the Six-Day War, noting that "the flow of events has not been back-
ward" and that Israel had progressed in its search for peace and security. 

"A cease-fire has a certain dynamism. With every passing month the chance of annulling 
the cease-fire becomes diminished. There is also a new awakening to the necessity of bring-
ing the Middle East into conformity with the current international thought of our time. 
The words "peace agreement with Israel" — words never heard before from Arab lips —have 
been issued on behalf of the leading Arab governments. We therefore need not be frightened 
by the question: For whom is time working? Time does not work at all; it is what people do 
with time that counts. And if it is inevitable that further time should elapse until peace is 
achieved, it is not inexorable that the passing months should witness a decline either in 
Israel's strength or in the ultimate prospects of peace." 

Note: Full text of Foreign Minister E B A N ' S address is published separately and is available on request . 



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1971 

(Delegates who were contributors of $500 or more to the B'nai B'rith Youth Services Appeal 
attended, by invitation, a President's Club Breakfast. MYRON E. HERZOG of Chicago (Dis-
trict 6), chairman of the President's Club campaign, presided. Dr. WILLIAM HABER of Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Dean Emeritus of the University of Michigan and honorary chairman of the 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, in an address, discussed the need for greater resources 
to expand B'nai B'rith's youthprogramming. Brother HABER said that the American Jewish 
community "is doing a woefully inadequate job" in fulfilling this responsibility. He said 
that "B'nai B'rith has a sacred trust in BBYO and Hillel. We must take the lead and arouse 
the community — beginning u/ith our own members —to the vital needs of our j^outft and to 
our need for survival.") 

Eighth Plenary Session 

Dr. WEXLER presided. 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N A N D S T R U C T U R E . The Report of the Committee on Organization 
and Structure was presented by B E R N A R D R O M A N of Chicago (District 6), chair-
man of the Committee. 

Vocational Service. The Committee considered collectively a number of resolu-
tions submitted by various Districts and by the national commission of B'nai B'rith 
Vocational Service, a recommendation of the Planning and Research Committee 
and a recommendation of the President, all relative to the future of B'nai B'rith 
Vocational Service. 

A resolution submitted by District 1 was as follows: 
Whereas, District 1 of B'nai B'rith has been apprised of the possibility that B'nai B'rith 

Vocational Service may be curtailed, diminished, or abolished in its entirety; and 
Whereas, District 1 firmly believes that B'nai B'rith Vocational Service renders a needed 

and necessary service to Jewish youth at a time when such youth require more, rather than 
less, guidance as the result of aimless career wandering, rebellion, opposition to the "estab-
lishment," drug addiction and flight from our heritage; and 

Whereas, Vocational Service is a highly technical service with psychological, vocational 
and aptitude testing procedures administered by specialists, and any action which would 
substantially weaken the ability of the program to render the specialized services that are 
necessary to Jewish youth should be avoided; and 

Whereas, Vocational Service has afforded the B'nai B'rith member, through his or her 
lodge or chapter, the opportunity to render a service to our Jewish youth by the formation of 
guidance panels, career conferences at local schools, synagogues, community centers, 
caravans for Jewish youth visiting colleges and instituting participation by our members in 
the work and purposes of B'nai B'rith, providing a stimulus to membership accretion and 
retention; and 

Whereas, District No. 1, through its support of Vocational Service for 33 years and its 
participation in advisory boards of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, sponsored and helped 
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develop this agency into one of the finest educational and vocational counseling services in 
the nation, highly accredited professionally by the American Board of Counseling Services, 
Inc., of the American Personnel 8c Guidance Association; and 

Whereas, Vocational Service is the only national or local agency providing educational 
and vocational guidance, career, college and personal counseling for Jewish youth exclusively 
in certain areas within District No. 1; and 

Whereas, District 1 of B'nai B'rith believes that the continuation of Vocational Service 
fulfills a distinctive Jewish purpose in that it tends to keep our youth within the fold of his 
Jewish heritage and counsels them in these turbulent times when such guidance is essential 
to their mental and physical wellbeing, thus benefiting the Jewish community and serving 
the purposes of our Order; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that District Grand Lodge 1 of B'nai B'rith, in convention 
assembled, reaffirming its support of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, memorializes the 
Supreme Lodge that it opposes diminution, curtailment or abolition of Vocational Service, 
and urges the continuation and strengthening of this service to our Jewish youth. 

A resolution submitted by District 3 was as follows: 
Whereas, District 3 has been apprised of the possibility that B'nai B'rith Vocational Serv-

ice may be reduced, consolidated or abolished, and 
Whereas, District 3 firmly believes that B'nai B'rith Vocational Service renders a needed 

and necessary service to Jewish youth and views with considerable concern the movement 
to discontinue B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, and 

Whereas, it is a matter of record that District 3 has for more than 20 years actively sup-
ported B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, and 

Whereas, District 3 through its participation in local BBVS advisory boards, has helped 
develop this agency into one of the finest educational and vocational counseling services in 
the entire nation, highly accredited professionally by the American Board on Counseling 
Services, Inc., of the American Personnel and Guidance Association, and 

Whereas, this service, endorsed by B'nai B'rith District 3 and by schools, colleges and 
government agencies, continues to demonstrate what can be accomplished for Jewish youth 
and Jewish life through B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, and 

Whereas, District 3 believes that continuation of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service is 
essential to holding on to Jewish youth, and that expansion of this service will benefit B'nai 
B'rith, Jewish youth and the Jewish community, 

Be it therefore resolved, that District 3 memorialize the Supreme Lodge of B'nai B'rith 
for the purpose of voicing its opposition to any diminution, consolidation or abolition of 
Vocational Service and urges the continued support and strengthening of this service to 
Jewish youth. 

A resolution submitted by District 6 was as follows: 
Whereas, District 6 of B'nai B'rith believes that the work and program of B'nai B'rith 

Vocational Service fulfills a distinctive Jewish purpose in that it tends to keep our youth with-
in the fold of their Jewish heritage and counsels them in these turbulent times when such 
guidance is essential to their mental and physical well being, thus benefiting the Jewish com-
munity and serving the purposes of the Order, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that District 6, in convention assembled, inform the Su-
preme Lodge that it opposes diminution, consolidation or abolition of vocational service, that 
it will continue to support B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, and urges the continuation and 
strengthening of this service to our Jewish youth. 

A resolution submitted by the national commission of B'nai B'rith Vocational 
Service was as follows: 

1. The national commission of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service unanimously recommends 
that its composition be structured so that 10 per cent of its membership is composed of 
Jewish youth. 

2. The commission recommends that the name of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service be 
changed to B'nai B'rith Career and Counseling Services. 

3. Recognizing the financial plight of our Order and of B'nai B'rith B'rith's youth services, 
the commission requests that each agency be given the responsibility for carrying its fair 
share of the load to bring B'nai B'rith to a sound financial condition, with across-the-board 
economics where necessary affected within each agency equally, with no agency singled out 
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for a greater share of the burden, in order to conserve the identity of each agency, the nature 
of the program, and the service it renders. 

4. The commission unanimously records its opposition to any consolidation of the B'nai 
B'rith youth agencies. 

The Committee referred paragraph 3 of the above resolution to the Convert-
tion Committee on Fiscal Matters. 

A resolution submitted by District 5 was as follows: 
Whereas, B'nai B'rith Vocational Service has been in existence for 33 years, and 
Whereas, it has performed needed and vital services to the youth of our community, our 

District and the youth of other B'nai B'rith districts by providing Jewish youth with career 
and college counseling through appraisal of individual aptitudes, interests and abilities, by 
guiding these people to plan wisely for their futures by instituting educational programs for 
their self-fulfillment and the betterment of the community, and by developing educational 
and vocational libraries as an additional community resource, and 

Whereas, the staff of BBVS has devoted unselfish time, energy, and skill to the further-
ance of this essential work, engendering respect and admiration from the Jewish community 
and the community at large, as well as receiving high official recognition from professional, 
national, educational and guidance organizations, and 

Whereas, the continuing need for BBVS is proven by the day-to-day unsolicited requests 
for services from youth and parents and community agencies, 

Therefore be it resolved by District Grand Lodge 5 that B'nai B'rith Vocational Service, 
subject to an appropriate reassessment of priorities and allocation of funds by the Supreme 
Lodge, be retained as an integral part of the B'nai B'rith youth programs, thus insuring the 
continued growth and stability of this needed service, so that the vital educational and career 
guidance needs of Jewish youth be met. 

A resolution submitted by District 4 was as follows: 
B'nai B'rith District 4, reaffirming a policy resolution previously adopted in 1967, again 

memorializes the Supreme Lodge to proceed, with all deliberate speed, to withdraw support 
and sponsorship of the existing national Vocational Service program in such a manner that if 
elements of the program are deemed worthy of continuance, that continuance be sponsored 
and financed by the local communities they respectively serve. 

The recommendation submitted by the Committee on Planning and Research 
was as follows: 

The Committee on Planning and Research recommends the continuation of B'nai B'rith 
Vocational Service but strongly urges a revised policy to reflect local conditions. It is our sense 
that contraction and merger do not reach the basic issue of the BBVS dilemna; that Is, a need 
for a closer relationship to existing vocational service needs in local Jewish communities. 

Therefore, we further recommend that: 
1. BBVS be brought into a closer organic relationship with other B'nai B'rith youth serv-

ing agencies, i.e., Hillel and BBYO. 
2. BBVS reexamine, with support of national B'nai B'rith staff, fts relationship to local 

Jewish communities. Direct involvement in local planning and priority-setting processes will 
become a primary source of action in shaping future BBVS functions. 

The recommendation of the President, incorporated in the President's Mes-
sage, proposed affirmative fiction by the convention for the absorption of B'nai 
B'rith Vocational Service by the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization. 

Note: Full text of the proposal is published in this Summary under the Proceedings of Wednesday, Octo-
ber 13,1971, First Plenary Session, Subtitle: Recommendations of the President. 

In its deliberations on this matter, the Committee heard the views of President 
WILLIAM A. WEXLER in favor of a merging of the national commissions of the 
Hillel Foundations, Youth Organization and Vocational Service. Brother W E X L E R 
maintained that such a merger would effect financial savings, better control, 
closer inter-program relationships, a streamlining in administration and a con-
tinuity in youth membership from BBYO to Hillel. 

The Planning and Research Committee reported that, in its consideration of 
the proposal, "sufficient time was not available to study the question in its totality. 

-39-



Questions of identity, finances^ program, philosophy of the agencies and many 
more were not investigated to their fullest possible extent." The Planning and 
Research Committee had therefore recommended against the merger. 

The Committee recommended that the merger of the three B'nai B'rith youth 
agencies be approved. 

On motion from the floor by LAWRENCE PEIREZ (District 1), the recommenda-
tion of the Committee was amended to read: 

1. This Convention accepts the recommendation of the Planning and Research Com-
mittee with respect to the absorption of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service by the B'nai 
B'rith Youth Organization, and further recommends that the possible merger of the na-
tional commissions of the three B'nai B'rith youth agencies be referred to the Planning 
and Research Committee for further study and report. 

2. This Convention directs the professional staffs of the agencies and commissions to 
develop intensive means of cooperation under the supervision and guidance of the Presi-
dent and Executive Vice President, the intention being to bring about greater efficiency 
and cooperation within the framework of the family of B'nai B'rith. 

The Recommendation, as amended, was adopted by voice vote of the Con-
vention. 

The Committee submitted to the Convention, as a separate action, the resolu-
tion submitted by District 4, noted above, and recommended, in view of the 
Convention's preceding action, disapproval of the resolution's proposal. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Delegates to Supreme Lodge Conventions. The Committee considered a resolu-
tion submitted by District 6 proposing a Constitutional amendment to change the 
present ratio of delegates to a Supreme Lodge Convention from "one delegate for 
every six hundred members" to "one delegate for every four hundred members." 

The Committee noted that the Planning and Research Committee had con-
sidered and recommended disapproval of the proposal. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

District Executive Director as Deiegate-at-Large. The Committee considered a 
resolution submitted by District 4 proposing that "the executive directors of the 
North American Districts be delegates-at-large to the Supreme Lodge Conven-
tion, without affecting the number of delegates to which each District is 
entitled." 

The Committee noted that the Planning and Research Committee had con-
sidered and recommended disapproval of the proposal. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be disapproved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Selection of District Representatives to Supreme Lodge. T h e C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by the Planning and Research Committee that a 
District elect its representatives to the Supreme Lodge (i.e., Vice President and 
members of the Board of Governors), and to the commissions, at the District 
convention immediately prior to the Supreme Lodge Convention. The Planning 
and Research Committee considered this method of selection "more democratic 
than selection by District caucuses at a Supreme Lodge Convention." 

The Committee noted that the proposal is current practice in three Districts. 
The Committee amended the proposal to recommend that "all North Ameri-

can Districts shall be required, at their respective District convention im-
mediately prior to the Supreme Lodge Convention, to elect those members of 

-40-



the District who are to serve as representatives of the District in the office of 
Vice President of the Order, as members of the Board of Governors, as national 
commissioners, as members of the International Council and as justice of the 
Court of Appeals; the members so selected to be constituted as nominees for 
election at the subsequent Supreme Lodge Convention." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was disapproved by voice vote of 
ihe Convention. 

Constituency of Hillel Commission. The Committee considered a resolution 
from the B'nai B'rith Hillel Commission proposing that "in addition to the pres-
ent constituency of the Hillel commission, up to eight (8) students shall be 
entitled to membership on the commission, the method of selection to be deter-
mined by the executive committee of the commission." 

The Committee recommended that the first paragraph of Section 63 of the 
Constitution be amended by removing the period at the end thereof and adding a 
semi-colon to be followed by the words "and not more than eight (8) student 
members of Hillel, to be designated by the Commission with the advice of the 
President of the Order." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was approved, two-thirds or more 
concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

AZA Membership on Lodge Executive Committee. The Committee considered a 
resolution submitted by District 1 that the Supreme Lodge "require that each 
lodge sponsoring a chapter of Aleph Zadik Aleph (AZA) of the B'nai B'rith Youth 
Organization include as voting members of the lodge's executive committee the 
aleph godol (president) of the AZA chapter and two other alephs (members of 
the AZA chapter) selected by the AZA chapter; provided, however, that if a lodge 
sponsors more than one AZA chapter it may restrict the number of alephs to be 
included as voting members of the lodge's executive committee to the greater of 
the following two numbers: (a) two; or (b) one aleph (who shall be the aleph 
godol) from each AZA chapter sponsored by the lodge." 

The Committee noted that the proposal had the endorsement of the B'nai 
B'rith Youth Commission. 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be approved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 

Convention. 

Constituency of B'nai B'rith Youth Commission. T h e C o m m i t t e e c o n s i d e r e d a 
proposal submitted by the B'nai B'rith Youth Commission that Section 65 of the 
Constitution relating to membership on the commission be amended to read . . . 
"the Presidents of Aleph Zadik Aleph and B'nai B'rith Girls, while serving in 
such offices; two (2) additional members of Aleph Zadik Aleph to be elected by 
the international convention of Aleph Zadik Aleph, and two (2) additional mem-
bers of B'nai B'rith Girls to be elected by the international convention of B'nai 
B'rith Girls .. ." 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be approved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds or more 

concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 
The Committee considered a proposal submitted by the B'nai B'rith Youth 

Commission that Section 65 of the Constitution be amended to delete the words: 
"... two (2) members from each North American District to be nominated by the repre-

sentatives to the Supreme Lodge from such District, and to be elected at each regular Con-
vention of the Supreme Lodge ..." 
and to substitute the following words: 

"... one (1) member from each North American District to be nominated by 1the repre-
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sentatives to the Supreme Lodge from such District, and to be elected at each regular 
Convention of the Supreme Lodge; and one (1) member from each North American District 
to be nominated by the representatives to the Supreme Lodge from such District, and to 
be elected at each regular Convention of the Supreme Lodge; and one (1) member from 
each North American District who shall be the District BBYO boardor committee chairman; 
one (1) member from each overseas District which has a full-time professional worker for 
the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization in that District, to be nominated by the representa-
tives to the Supreme Lodge from such District and to be elected at each regular Conven-
tion of the Supreme Lodge, provided, however, that the cost of such overseas represen-
tation shall not be a charge against the North American budget of the B'nai B'rith Youth 
Organization..." 

The Committee, noting that these are among matters under study and con-
sideration by the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research, recom-
mended that the proposals be referred to that committee. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

The Committee considered a resolution submitted by the B'nai B'rith Youth 
Commission to amend Section 65 of the Constitution by deleting the words "with-
out vote" from the provision ". . . and not more than three (3) Honorary Life 
Members without vote to be chosen by the Commission." 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be approved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds concur-

ring, by voice vote of the Convention. 
The Committee considered a resolution submitted by District 2 proposing that 

the Constitution be amended to provide that chairmen of District BBYO boards 
and/or councils of the North American Districts "shall automatically be members 
of the B'nai B'rith Youth Commission." 

The Committee, noting that such matters are under study and consideration 
by the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research, recommended that 
the proposals be referred to that committee. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

AZA Representation at District Conventions and on District Boards. T h e C o m -
mittee considered a resolution submitted by the B'nai B'rith Youth Commission 
to amend Part III, Article III of the Constitution by including an additional Section 
"to provide for Aleph Zadik Aleph representation at District Grand Lodc)e con-
ventions and at meetings of the governing boards of District Grand Lodges." 

The Committee endorsed the proposal and recommended that the Convention 
refer it to the respective Districts for implementation. 

The Committee further recommended that the Convention Committee on 
Constitutional Drafting take such appropriate action as may be required in the 
matter of Constitutional changes necessary to implement the proposal. 

The Recommendations of the Committee were adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 
[Note: The Committee on Constitutional Drafting found no need for a Constitutional revision.] 

B B Y O Delegates to Supreme Lodge. The Committee considered a proposal of 
the executive committee of the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Re-
search, endorsed by resolution of the B'nai B'rith Youth Commission, and sub-
mitted by both, to amend the constitution and provide for the following: 

"At future triennial conventions of the Supreme Lodge the delegates will include the 
Grand Aleph Godol of AZA, the N'siah of BBG, one AZA youth leader from each North Amer-
ican District, and one BBG leader from each North American District. This will mean a total 
of 16 youth delegates (at present Districts 1 and 22 are administered in BBYO as a single 
district). The purpose of this recommendation is to bring to the triennial conventions the 
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aspirations of North American Jewish youth, and also to give the young people sponsored by 
B'nai B'rith a deeper sense of involvement in the parent organization." 

The Committee, endorsing the proposal, recommended that the third para-
graph of Section 6 of the Constitution be amended by inserting in the third line 
after the word ". . . thereof. . ." the following: ". . . and the Presidents of Aleph 
Zadik Aleph and B'nai B'rith Girls, one (1) additional member of Aleph Zadik 
Aleph and one (1) additional member of B'nai B'rith Girls from each of the seven 
North American Districts (Districts 1 and 22 being administered as a single 
District by BBYO at the time of this enactment), to be elected by their respec-
tive Districts . . ." 

The Recommendation, by motion from the floor, was amended to add further 
the words ". . . and one (1) youth member from each overseas District, to be 
elected by their respective Districts . . ." 

The Recommendation of the Committee, as amended from the floor, was 
adopted, two-thirds or more concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

Commissioners and Cabinet Members. The Committee considered a resolution 
submitted by District 4 calling on the Supreme Lodge "to direct its commissions, 
councils and cabinets to formulate job descriptions for commissioners and 
cabinet members." 

The Committee, noting that the matter was under study and consideration by 
the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research, recommended that the 
proposal be referred to that committee. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Coordination Between Agencies and B'nai B'rith Membership. T h e C o m m i t t e e 
considered two resolutions submitted by District 1. One resolution, concerned 
with improving liaison between elements of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith and individual B'nai B'rith lodges, was as follows: 

Whereas, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, by virtue of the importance of its 
purposes, functions and activities, has earned an enviable reputation as a fearless fighter for 
many of the principles upon which our Order is founded, and has attained a unique position 
in the family of B'nai B'rith agencies; and 

Whereas, the members of B'nai B'rith have long pointed with pride to the many and 
varied accomplishments of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith; and 

Whereas, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, by its activities, has in the past 
enhanced the strength and growth of B'nai B'rith lodges; and 

Whereas, it is essential to the continued strength and growth of B'nai B'rith lodges that 
the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith maintain a meaningful liaison and demonstrate 
a full measure of cooperation with all B'nai B'rith lodges; and 

Whereas, in recent years, the degree of cooperation extended by the staff of the Anti-
Defamation League to lodges within the greater N e w York area has apparently diminished to 
such a degree as to lead to numerous complaints from lodges that they have not been afforded 
cooperation, assistance and information by members of the staff of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that District 1 memorialize the Supreme Lodge to take 
such action as may be appropriate to assure more effective liaison between the Anti-Defama-
tion League of B'nai B'rith and the individual lodges within our Order so as to improve the 
effectiveness of ADL in dealing with the legitimate needs of the individual lodges and 
meeting their reasonable requests for advice, information and cooperation. 

The other resolution, concerned with improving the consultative process 
between B'nai B'rith commissions and agencies and the leadership of B'nai 
B'rith Districts, councils and lodges, was as follows: 

Whereas, national commissions, B'nai B'rith agencies and their staffs frequently do not 

-43-



consult or communicate with B'nai B'rith lodges, councils and Districts on mutual problems; 
and 

Whereas, the activity of national commissions, B'nai B'rith agencies and their staffs 
frequently improperly compete with the activities of the councils and the Districts, thereby 
diluting their effectiveness; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that District 1 memorialize the Supreme Lodge to firmly 
impress on B'nai B'rith agencies, and other committees, and their respective staffs, that 
their primary obligation and responsibility is to B'nai B'rith and its duly elected officers and 
leaders on the Supreme Lodge and District levels; and 

That District 1 further memorialize the Supreme Lodge to take all necessary steps, with 
all deliberate speed, to compel the elimination of the aforesaid conditions and problems. 

The Committee endorsed both proposals. 
The Committee noted that similar resolutions had been presented to and 

adopted by Supreme Lodge conventions in the past. The Committee declared itself 
as constrained to question whether there had been effective implementation of 
such Convention actions. 

The Committee recommended that responsibility be imposed upon the 
President of B'nai B'rith to take all steps immediately to implement this directive; 
further, for the purpose of study and review, that the President of B'nai B'rith 
be required to make and deliver a report of progress to the Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors periodically, but not less than twelve months from the date of this 
Convention. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Ritual. The Committee considered a proposal submitted by District 4 for 
establishment of a National Ritual Committee with responsibility to evaluate 
and, where necessary, reconstruct official rituals of the Order, and to prepare 
and advise on whatever new rituals it deems essential. 

The Committee, endorsing the intent of the proposal, recommended that 
responsibility for evaluation and possible revision of rituals be made the responsi-
bility of the Program Committee. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Social Action Advisory Committee. T h e C o m m i t t e e c o n s i d e r e d a proposa l 
submitted by the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research to estab-
lish a Social Action Advisory Committee that would enable B'nai B'rith units to 
involve themselves in social action issues, but with proper and controlled safe-
guards so as not to be in conflict with existing B'nai B'rith policy. The proposal 
provided for the following: 

1. Individual units be permitted to act on a social issue when that action is not in viola-
tion of existing policy; upon consultation with local leadership and their respective national 
bodies (in the case of lodges, their respective Districts); and when such action or statement 
is identified as emanating from the specific unit. 

2. The establishment of a special committee with delegated powers to determine social 
action policies when the Board of Governors is not in session. This committee would have the 
power to act between meetings of the Board of Governors only (a) when there is not a present 
policy on a given issue; (b) when there is a policy but a constituent unit desires a change; (c) 
when there is a related policy but that policy needs clarification or is in doubt. 

3. The Social Action Advisory Committee would be composed of the President of B'nai 
B'rith, the Executive Vice President of B'nai B'rith, a chairman of the committee to be 
appointed by the President, one (1) lay representative of the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B'rith, one (1) lay representative of the B'nai B'rith Youth Organization, one (1) lay 
representative of the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations, one (1) lay representative of the Su-
preme Lodge and one (1) lay representative of B'nai B'rith Women. 
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It shall be understood that once policy has been formulated by the Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors, that policy shall be adhered to by all units of B'nai B'rith. 

The Committee recommended approval of the proposal with the additional 
provision that the President of B'nai B'rith Women and the Executive Director 
of B'nai B'rith Women be included in the composition of the advisory committee. 

Motion from the floor, in disapproval of the Committee's recommendation, 
proposed that the matter be returned to the Supreme Lodge Committee on Plan-
ning and Research for further study and consideration. 

The motion from the floor was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Naming of Lodges. The Committee considered a proposal to amend Section 28 
of the Constitution and thereby provide for authority to change the name of a 
lodge. The present Constitutional provisions provides only for ".. . approve names 
for new lodges . . ." 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be approved by deleting the 
word ". . . new ..." in line 4 of Section 28 of the Constitution. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds or more 
concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

Change of Name for Vocational Service. The Committee considered a proposal 
submitted by the B'nai B'rith Vocational Service Commission to amend Part II, 
Article XII of the Constitution, and such other sections of the Constitution as may 
be necessary for identification purposes, to effect a change of name from ".. . B'nai 
B'rith Vocational Service Commission . . ." to ". . . B'nai B'rith Career and 
Counseling Services Commission . . ." 

The Committee recommended that the proposal be approved. 
The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds or more 

concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

Appointment of Comptroller by Board of Governors. The Committee considered, 
in the interest of orderly administration of the internal operations of the Supreme 
Lodge, a proposal providing for appointment of the Comptroller by the Supreme 
Lodge Board of Governors. 

The Committee recommended that Section 18 of the Constitution be amended 
to include the following additional paragraph: 

"The Comptroller, who is also Budget Officer of the Order, shall be appointed by the 
Board of Governors and shall hold office at the pleasure of the Board which shall f ix his com-
pensation. He shall be directly responsible to the President and the Board of Governors for 
implementation of fiscal and budgetary policies. The Comptroller shall report annually or 
more frequently as required to the Board of Governors." 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds or more 
concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

Attendance and Voting Rights at Meetings of Supreme Lodge Board of Governors. 
The Committee considered a proposal submitted by President-elect D A V I D M. 
BLUMBERG to provide authority for the chairmen of the respective Supreme Lodge 
commissions, councils, cabinets and committees to attend, with full voting rights, 
meetings of the Supreme Lodge Board of Governors. 

The Committee recommended that Section 20 of the Constitution be amended 
to delete the present phraseology and substitute the following: 

"The Chairmen of all National Commissions of the Supreme Lodge, the Chairman of the 
B'nai B'rith International Council, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the B'nai 
B'rith Foundation of the United States, the Chairman of the Membership Cabinet, the Chair-
man of the Fund Raising Cabinet and the Chairman of the Members' Insurance Committee 
shall, by virtue of their respective offices while holding the same, be entitled to attend meet-
ings of the Board of Governors with the right to vote. Their expenses shall be paid out of the 
budgets of their respective bodies." 
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The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted, two-thirds or more 
concurring, by voice vote of the Convention. 

Study of Commissions. The Committee considered a proposal submitted by the 
Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research as follows: 

It is our recommendat ion that the Planning and Research Commit tee in the next t r iennial 
period study the totality of Commissions. We strongly urge tha t any proposals for change be 
finalized and reported to the Districts prior to the District Conventions immediate ly preceding 
the next Supreme Lodge Convention. 

The Committee, endorsing the proposal, further recommended that the study 
be expanded to incorporate Supreme Lodge councils and cabinets. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Constituency of Committee on Planning and Research. T h e C o m m i t t e e con-
sidered a proposal submitted by the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and 
Research to provide for the constituency of said committee to include 24 members 
as follows: two (2) representatives from each North American District, to be 
appointed by the President of B'nai B'rith (16 members); two (2) representatives 
of B'nai B'rith Women; the chairman of the committee, to be appointed by the 
President of B'nai B'rith; the President of B'nai B'rith; the Executive Vice Presi-
dent of B'nai B'rith; the Treasurer of B'nai B'rith; the President of B'nai B'rith 
Women; and the Executive Director of B'nai B'rith Women. 

The Committee, endorsing the proposal, further recommended that the com-
position of the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and Research be expanded 
to 25 members, the additional member to be a representative of all Districts out-
side of North America. 

The Committee's recommendation, by motion from the floor, was amended to 
expand the composition of the Supreme Lodge Committee on Planning and 
Research to 30 members, the five additional members to be members-at-large 
appointed by the President of B'nai B'rith. 

The Recommendation of the Committee, as amended by the motion from 
the floor, was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

"Department of Education, Programming and Community Services." T h e C o m -
mittee considered a recommendation of the President of B'nai B'rith, as detailed 
in The President's Message on the State of the Order, for the amalgamation into 
a single department of Supreme Lodge departments which engage in program-
matic services to the lodge and its members. 

The Committee noted the following conclusion in The President's Message: 
"I therefore recommend for affirmative action by this Convention the amalgamat ion 

of our adult Jewish educat ional activities, our communi ty and ve terans services, our experi-
menta l efforts with leadership development, the still undefined program depar tment , and 
such ancillary operat ions as those of the Senior Citizens Housing Commit tee and B'nai 
B'rith Historical Commit tee (which adminis ters the Klutznick Exhibit Hall.) 

"In short: all p rogramming for lodges and chap te rs shall be unified into a single program 
depar tment . 

"I propose tha t it be designated the B'nai B'rith Depar tment of Educat ion, P rogramming 
and Communi ty Services." 

The Committee dissented from the President's recommendation with regard 
to the Department of Leadership Training and Development, taking the firm posi-
tion that this activity "is just beginning to show results" and should be retained 
as an independent operation. 

The Committee further proposed that instead of specific citation of the B'nai 
B'rith Historical Committee and the B'nai B'rith Senior Citizens Housing Com-
mittee, the proposal be reworded to incorporate other activities not specifically 
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named, which could be designated as programmatic in nature, so far as lodge and 
chapter involvement activities are concerned. 

The Committee recommended, with the above modifications, that the pro-
posal be approved. 

A motion from the floor, in disapproval of the Committee's recommendation, 
proposed that (1) the matter be referred to the Supreme Lodge Committee on 
Planning and Research and (2) it be further understood that the intent to achieve 
greater interdepartmental coordination implicit in the proposal be conducted 
on an administrative level as a responsibility of the President and the Executive 
Vice President of B'nai B'rith. 
The motion from the floor was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Note: During the above session, the Report of the Convention Committee on Organization and Structure 
was suspended briefly for the following actions •־ 

Mrs. Fannie McLaughlin. E M I L E L. GROSSBART of Memphis, Tenn., (District 7), 
president of the Leo N. Levi Memorial Hospital in Hot Springs, Ark., escorted Mrs. 
FANNIE MCLAUGHLIN, retiring administrator of the hospital, to the podium. 

President-elect DAVID M. BLUMBERG of Knoxville, Tenn., (District 7), a past 
president of the hospital, presented Mrs. MCLAUGHLIN with an engraved menorah 
and conveyed the appreciation of the Convention for her 27 years of service to the 
Leo N. Levi Memorial Hospital, first as a nurse, subsequently as head of the nurs-
ing staff and for 1 9 years as hospital administrator. Brother BLUMBERG, in his 
words of tribute, said: 

"Many people walk straighter, walk with less pain and certainly with a fuller heart 
because of the humanitarian care that came to them because they had walked through the 
halls of the Leo N. Levi Hospital. . ." 

Mrs. MCLAUGHLIN, in brief acceptance remarks, expressed her gratitude to 
B'nai B'rith and to the Convention. 

Address by Governor Shapp. MURRAY H . SHUSTERMAN of Philadelphia (Dis trict 
3) presented Governor MILTON J. S H A P P of Pennsylvania to the Convention. 

Governor S H A P P , in his address, cited his own political career as evidence that 
"anti-Semitism is dying in American politics" and urged that leaders in Jewish 
communal affairs "get involved in politics." He described the changing com-
plexion of the election process evolving from extension of the franchise to 18-year-
olds and stressed the view that a candidate's stand on issues and programs, rather 
than his ethnic origins, "has become the decisive factor among voters." 

Note: Full transcript of Governor Shapp's address is available on request. 
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Installation Luncheon 

Dr. WEXLER presided. 
STEPHEN D. RUDMAN of Philadelphia (District 3), president of the B'nai 

B'rith Council of Greater Philadelphia, presented Brother WEXLER with an en-
graved statue by sculptor Nathan Rapaport titled "One World" and depicting the 
family of man, as a gift of appreciation from the Council. 

Congressman JOHN DUNCAN of Tennessee, in brief remarks, cited President-
elect DAVID M. BLUMBERG as an "illustrious citizen" of Knoxville and lauded 
B'nai B'rith on its selection of Brother BLUMBERG as president. 

Brother WEXLER discharged from office, with expressions of appreciation for 
their respective service, the treasurer, vice presidents, District representatives of 
the Board of Governors, B'nai B'rith Women representatives to the Board of Gov-
ernors and other members of the Board of Governors whose term had expired, 
and installed to office the District representatives to the Board of Governors, repre-
sentatives of B'nai B'rith Women to the Board of Governors, the vice presidents 
of the Supreme Lodge and the treasurer of the Supreme Lodge, elected by the 
Convention. 

PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK of Chicago, honorary president of B'nai B'rith, dis-
charged President WILLIAM A. WEXLER from office, expressing the plaudits of 
"your brothers and sisters in B'nai B'rith for a task well done," and installed 
Brother WEXLER as an honorary president of B'nai B'rith with life tenure. 

Brother KLUTZNICK installed President-elect DAVID M. BLUMBERG to office, 
citing Brother BLUMBERG'S "courage, conviction and equanimity of spirit." 

Brother WEXLER presented Brother BLUMBERG with an engraved mezuzah, a 
gift "with all our love and blessings" from members of the Blumberg family. 

IRWIN JAFFE of St. Louis, brother-in-law of Brother BLUMBERG, announced 
establishment by his wife and himself of a David M. Blumberg Scholarship Fund 
to enable a "deserving young person" to attend the B'nai B'rith Youth Organiza-
tion leadership training program at Camp B'nai B'rith during each year of Brother 
BLUMBERG'S term in office. 

Louis BLUMBERG of St. Louis, 87-year-old father of Brother BLUMBERG, paid 
tribute to MIRIAM REICH BLUMBERG, wife of Brother BLUMBERG, expressed his 
sense of nachas on the installation of his son as President of B'nai B'rith, and 
recited the shehecheyanu. 

ALAN GREENBERG of Knoxville, Tenn., on behalf of Temple Beth-El in Knox-
ville, of which Brother BLUMBERG is a congregant, presented Brother BLUMBERG 
with an engraved shofar. 

Brother BLUMBERG, in his acceptance remarks, expressed his personal ap-
preciation to Honorary Presidents PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK, LABEL A. KATZ and 
WILLIAM A. WEXLER "for the 18 years of service that they have given to B'nai 
B'rith, and to tell them that they have built a strong, dynamic foundation on which 
I can now stand, as I begin my administration." Brother BLUMBERG added: 

"I promise you, the Lord willing that I have the strength and the courage to carry out the 
mandates of this Convention, we will come back to a triennial convention three years from 
now with an Administration . . . you will be proud of. We can take the ideas that my prede-
cessors—from H E N R Y J O N E S to B I L L WEXLER—have set as the pattern of B'nai B'rith. And 
more especially, the inspiration that has been given to the modern-day B'nai B'rith by H E N R Y 

M O N S K Y , P H I L K L U T Z N I C K , L A B E L K A T Z and B I L L W E X L E R . I trust that I can build on that 
foundation. All of us can be proud that we belong to an organization with a heritage of 128 
years of dedication. As we begin our 129th year, I pledge to you my entire loyalty, heart 
and sou l . . . " 
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Ninth Plenary Session 

President D A V I D M . B L U M B E R G presided. 

F I S C A L M A T T E R S . The Report and recommendations of the Committee on Fiscal 
Matters was presented by L A W R E N C E P E I R E Z of Woodside, N.Y., (District 1), a 
co-chairman of the Committee: 

Membership Dues. The Committee, in accord with Section 50 of the Constitu-
tion, which provides that "The Supreme Lodge at its regular Convention shall 
determine the amount of annual dues to the Supreme Lodge to be collected 
from each member of the Order in the Districts of North America . . ." recom-
mended that the membership dues to the Supreme Lodge for Districts in North 
America remain the same for the ensuing triennial period as in the previous 
triennium, namely $7.00 per member. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

The Committee, in accord with Section 52 of the Constitution, which provides 
that "Every member of the Order in Districts outside of North America shall 
pay annual dues to the Supreme Lodge in the amount of two dollars [$2.00].. ." 
recommended that the membership dues for members in Districts outside of 
North America remain the same for the ensuing triennial period as in the previous 
triennium, namely $2.00 per member. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

General Fund "Earmarking." The Committee recommended that all payments 
into the B'nai B'rith General Fund as membership dues or per capita bear no 
restrictions or earmarkings, and be subject to the judgment of the Board of 
Governors with respect to budgeting for the applicable period. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

"Restricted Fund Principal." The Committee, reviewing the operations of the 
Supreme Lodge for the past triennial period and its financial status as of the date 
of the Convention, concluded that it would be in the best interest of B'nai B'rith 
to eliminate those areas of inter-agency accounts receivable and accounts payable 
which in the Committee's judgment were not financially sound; specifically the 
B'nai B'rith Youth Services which, as a result of operating deficits in the past 
several years, had wiped out the fund principal and as of December 31,1970 had 
a deficit of approximately $483,000. The deficit was funded by the General Fund. 
On the other hand, the Board of Governors during 1969 and 1970 had budgeted 
$500,000 for three new departments: leadership development and training, 
planning and research, and programs. It had not, however, considered it necessary 
to expend all of these funds and during this period had spent only about $87,000, 
leaving an unexpended balance of approximately $413,000. The Board of Gov-
ernors had placed this amount in "restricted fund principal." 

The Committee recommended that the restriction placed on unexpended 
balances for the three new departments referred to be set aside and this sum be 
added to the "unrestricted fund principal." 

The Committee further recommended that the sum of $483,000 be allocated 
from the General Fund "unrestricted fund principal" to the B'nai B'rith Youth 
Services in order to wipe out the accumulated deficit as of December 31, 1970, 
thereby eliminating an unrealistic and uncollectable accounts receivable in the 
General Fund from a directly related Supreme Lodge activity and, at the same 
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time, enabling both activities to submit a better financial statement for whatever 
purposes may be required. 

The Recommendation of the Committee, with the additional proviso that 
any commitments which were incurred by the three departments cited prior 
to the effective date of the transfer, December 31,1970, which are unpaid, shall 
be reserved, before transfer of the restricted fund principal to the unrestricted 
fund principal, was adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

Uniform Fiscal Year. The Committee considered a recommendation submitted 
by the Administrative Committee of the Board of Governors "that all United 
States Districts and their subordinate units and lodges adopt a uniform fiscal 
year to coincide with the calendar year, together with a uniform account 
classification with a view that the report to the Internal Revenue Service for 
1972 be on a 'group' basis." 

The Committee recommended that the fiscal year of the Order, as set forth in 
Section 151 of the Constitution, remain the calendar year. The Committee cited 
the importance of all elements of B'nai B'rith adhering strictly to this provision 
to enable B'nai B'rith to file a group return with the U. S. Government as recom-
mended, and to permit the preparation of a report which will include all segments 
of B'nai B'rith. 

The Committee further recommended that the Office of the Comptroller 
prepare a uniform accounting and reporting classification for all divisions and 
units of B'nai B'rith in order to facilitate the preparation of a consolidated report 
to be used for filing with the U. S. Treasury Department and for internal operating 
purposes. 

The Committee further recommended that all units of B'nai B'rith be required 
to report on a calendar year basis for the 1972 calendar year, in accordance 
with reporting requirements to be prescribed by the Board of Governors. 

The Recommendations relating to a uniform fiscal year were adopted by 
voice vote of the Convention. 

Life Membership. The Committee considered in its fiscal aspects arecommen-
dation submitted by the Convention Committee on Action for Membership 
Growth which proposed "the establishment of Life Membership in the form of 
a minimum contribution of $1,000 or such other amount as might be deter-
mined. The funds would be deposited in the B'nai B'rith Foundation Endow-
ment Fund and annual dues would be distributed to the Supreme Lodge and 
the respective District and local lodge from interest and dividend earnings. 
Upon the death of a life member, the principal would be retained by the B'nai 
B'rith Foundation for its Endowment Fund or for distribution by the trustees 
of the Foundation." 

The Committee endorsed in principle the recommendation for life membership. 
However, since there were aspects which required more intensive review and 

consideration, the Committee recommended that, contingent on Convention ap-
proval of its endorsement in principle, the matter be referred to the President for 
appointment of a special committee to explore the matter in greater detail. 

The Recommendation was deferred for further study by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

Use of B'nai B'rith Name on Non-Profit Buildings. The Committee considered 
the following resolution submitted by District 4: 

Whereas, it is generally accepted tha t B'nai B'ri th is in need of a n e w and tangible image ; 
and 

Whereas, B 'nai B'ri th a rea buildings in Israel provide mee t ing places for lodges, chapters , 
clubs, parlor rooms, assembly audi tor iums to s tage m a s s joint programs, public cul tura l 
displays; and 
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Whereas, B'nai B'rith lodges in the United States are constantly in need of such facili-
ties; and 

Whereas, the Supreme Lodge rules prohibit any B'nai B'rith'entity from owning real 
property, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that District Grand Lodge No. 4 memorialize the Supreme 
Lodge to investigate and consider allowing the use of the B'nai B'rith name on structures 
and buildings to be owned by a non-profit corporation for B'nai B'rith purposes. 

Be it further resolved that it shall be a condition of the use of the B'nai B'rith name that 
all such structures must meet certain minimum building standards as subject as the appro-
priate B'nai B'rith Committee. 

The Committee recommended that this matter be referred to the incoming 
Supreme Lodge Board of Governors for consideration and disposition. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

"Fair Share Economics." The Committee considered the following resolution 
submitted by the national commission of B'nai B'rith Vocational Service: 

Recognizing the financial plight of our Order and of B'nai B'rith's youth services, the 
National B'nai B'rith Vocational Service Commission requests that each agency be given the 
responsibility for carrying its fair share of the load to bring B'nai B'rith to a sound financial 
condition, with across-the-board economies where necessary, affected within each agency 
equally, with no agency singled out for a greater share of the burden, in order to conserve the 
identity of each agency, the nature of the program, and the service it renders. 

The Committee considered this matter to be of concern in the budgeting pro-
cess and recommended that it be referred to the incoming Supreme Lodge Board 
of Governors for such consideration as it may deem proper. 

The Recommendation of the Committee was adopted by voice vote of the 
Convention. 

G E N E R A L R E S O L U T I O N S . The Report of the Committee on General Resolutions 
was presented by D A N I E L B R E N N E R of Kansas City, Mo., (District 2), chairman 
of the Committee. 

The following Resolutions were adopted by voice vote of the Convention. 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. Whereas, s ince 1965 a proposal has been oh the 
agenda of the United Nat ions General Assembly to establish a High Commissioner for 
H u m a n Rights to promote observance of the Universal Declaration of H u m a n Rights and 
facil itate its implementat ion through special inquiries, consultat ions with governments 
and diplomatic conferences. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that B'nai B'rith reaffirms its support for a High Com-
missioner for H u m a n Rights and petit ions the Uni ted Nat ions General Assembly to take 
action during its current session to create this new post. 

Boycotts and Protest Demonstrations. Whereas, m a n y B'nai B'rith members believe that 
certain boycotts and/or counter-boycotts, protests and demonstrations would benefit 
B'nai B'rith and the Jewish community; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that this Convention directs the Board of Governors to 
take positive, forceful and affirmative action to support those boycotts and/or counter-
boycotts, protests and demonstrations which are in the best interests of B'nai B'rith and 
the Jewish community. 

Genocide Convention. Whereas, seventy-five nat ions have ratified the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide; and 

Whereas, the United States has thus far failed to formally approve this most funda-
mental international h u m a n rights treaty; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that this convent ion of B'nai B'rith calls on members 
of B'nai B'rith in the United States to urge their respective representatives in the United 
States Senate to support prompt ratification of the Genocide Convention. 
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Philadelphia Statue of Religious Liberty. Whereas, B'nai B'rith erected the Statue of 
Religious Liberty in Fairmount Park, Philadelphia, Pa., in 1876; and 

Whereas, the bicentennial of the s igning of the Declaration of Independence will 
occur in 1976. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that B'nai B'rith rededicate the Statue of Religious 
Liberty during the bicentennial of the s igning of the Declaration of Independence; and 

Be it further resolved, that the Supreme Lodge approve the plans and appoint a com-
mittee to formulate arrangements for such a rededication, and for the said committee to 
cooperate with the general exposit ion committee in Philadelphia. 

Dr. William A Wexler. With this Triennial Convention, William A. Wexler's s ix achieve-
ment-filled years as international president of B'nai B'rith come to a close. During that 
time, President Wexler travelled tens of thousands of miles, met with many of the world's 
leaders, and acquired the well-deserved reputation of a persuasive spokesman for Jewish 
interests and an inspiring champion of B'nai B'rith's programs. 

The charm and quiet dignity he brought to the office, his unswerving dedication to the 
lofty principles of Benevolence, Brotherly Love and Harmony, and his tireless efforts to 
fulfill the purposes of our Order and build a better Jewish tomorrow, have earned him the 
lasting respect and warm admiration of all of us in B'nai B'rith. 

We take this opportunity to express our deep gratitude to Bill Wexler for these years 
of outstanding and energetic leadership, and to wish him much success in future en-
deavors as well as good health and happiness. 

The War in Indochina. Whereas, the United States is still engaged in a war in Indochina; 
and 

Whereas, there is a continuation of the slaughter and muti lat ion of American youth 
and of the inhabitants of that unhappy country, as well as the destruction of the land 
itself; and 

Whereas, American cities, schools and social needs are greatly affected as billions of 
dollars are poured into the bottomless pit of Indochina; and 

Whereas, this undeclared war has produced an unbalanced economy in the United 
States, with unemployment and recession affecting other countries as well; 

Whereas, we believe that it would best serve the interests of all mankind to end further 
human suffering and withdraw U. S. troops from Indochina without further delay; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that B'nai B'rith, in Convention assembled, calls upon 
the United States administration and the Congress to disengage and cease hostil it ies in 
Indochina now, and to use every means to bring all American servicemen home at once. 

The following Resolution, presented by motion from the floor, was adopted 
by voice vote of the Convention: 

The National Jewish Monthly. Resolved, that this Convention of the Supreme Lodge 
of B'nai B'rith, here assembled, compliment the editor of The National Jewish Monthly, 
B E R N A R D S I M O N , on the October 1971 issue of the magazine, and urge him to remain as 
editor to carry forward with the format and the fine editoriai contents of the magazine. 

On motion of B E N Z . G L A S S (District 6) the Convention was adjourned 
sine die. 

-52-


