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The R e l a t i o n s Between Homeland and D i a s p o r a 

As Seen i n Z i o n i s t I d e o l o g y 

by P r o f . E l i e z e r Schweid 

Two main c o n s t r u c t s emerge from the w r i t i n g s o f p i o n e e r Z i o n i s m 

w i t h r e g a r d to r e l a t i o n s between homeland and D i a s p o r a . One i s b e s t 

e x p r e s s e d i n the thought o f Theodor H e r z l , f o u n d e r o f the Z i o n i s t 

O r g a n i z a t i o n , the o t h e r i n t h a t o f Ahad H׳am (Asher G i n z b e r g ) , t h i n k e r 

and w r i t e r . 

H e r z l t h ought the " J e w i s h p r o b l e m " would be s o l v e d once and f o r 

a l l by the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a J e w i s h s t a t e t h r o u g h a m a s s i v e p o l i t i c a l 

e f f o r t . A l l the p o l i t i c a l , economic, and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s o f 

the Jews i n t h e D i a s p o r a would be m o b i l i z e d f o r the purpose of g a i n i n g 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n s e n t f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a J e w i s h s t a t e , and o f 
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4 l o n g t h a t i t would b r i n g E a s t e r n European Jewry no r e l i e f from t h e i r 

i n t o l e r a b l e p l i g h t . Second, even a f t e r a l o n g time E r e t z I s r a e l ( t h e 

to as I s r a e l , a l t h o u g h a t 

was s t i l l P a l e s t i n e ) , w i l l 
Land o f I s r a e l — s u b s e q u e n t l y t o be r e f e r r e d 

the time o f th e s e e a r l y Z i o n i s t t h i n k e r s i t 

not be a b l e t o t a k e i n the e n t i r e J e w i s h p e o p l e . Most Jews w i l l remain 

i n the D i a s p o r a , though c o n t i n u i n g t o i d e n t i f y t hemselves as Jews. 

The t a s k o f Z i o n i s m , i n Ahad Ha'am's v i e w , i s t o s o l v e "the problem o f 
1• 

Judaism and J e w i s h n e s s " and not " t h e p r o b l e m o f the Jews." And the 

problem t h a t Z i o n i s t must cope w i t h i s one o f h a v i n g t o keep Jews a l i v e 
ij 

as a p e o p l e w i t h a common, d i s t i n c t i v e way o f l i f e , even though t h e r e 

i s no p r o s p e c t whatever o f t o t a l r e d e m p t i o n j f r o m E x i l e , and even though 

modern c o n d i t i o n s have eroded t h e d i s t i n c t i o n s o f f a i t h and r e l i g i o u s 

l i f e s t y l e t h a t s u s t a i n e d Jews t i l l now. 

Ahad Ha'am, t h e n , gave p r i o r i t y t o the ! c u l t u r a l - e d u c a t i o n a l o v e r 

the p o l i t i c a l d e t e r m i n a n t i n h i s approach tqj the problem o f the r e l a t i o n s 

between homeland and D i a s p o r a . The v e r y r e t u r n o f Jews to I s r a e l , the 

b u i l d i n g up o f the l a n d and t h e attempt t o r a i s e i n i t a s o v e r e i g n 

J e w i s h s o c i e t y c a p a b l e o f s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i j t y w ould, i n h i s v i e w , p r o ­

v i d e t h e Jews w i t h the l e v e r a g e t o stem the ;tide o f a s s i m i l a t i o n i n the 

D i a s p o r a . J e w i s h l i f e i n I s r a e l would have t o be a base f o r f a r -
!1 

r e a c h i n g c u l t u r a l - e d u c a t i o n a l operations abroad which would t r a i n i d e a l i s t s 

f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l , and p r o v i d e Jews w i t h 

the f o u n d a t i o n s f o r a new, c u l t u r a l , n o n - r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . The J e w i s h c e n t e r i n I s r a e l would be a focus. of n a t i o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n : 

J e ws,throughout the D i a s p o r a would t a k e p r i d e i n t h e i r homeland. They 
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would not see themselves as "homeless", and t 

o f J e w i s h s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i t y upon which t o 

ley would have a c e n t e r 

model t h e m s e l v e s . 

In sum: A c c o r d i n g to H e r z l , t h e D i a s p o r a w i l l b u i l d t h e homeland 
!1 

and d i s a p p e a r ; a c c o r d i n g to Ahad Ha'am, the D i a s p o r a w i l l b u i l d the 

homeland as a prop f o r i t s e l f . 

These two c o n s t r u c t s may be seen as e x p r e s s i o n s o f two s e p a r a t e 
il |1 

s t a t e s i n the c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n o f Z i o n i s m as !the form t h a t t h e t h r u s t 

towards J e w i s h n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n t a k e s i n modern t i m e s . I n t h e 

f i r s t s t a g e , a r e a c t i o n t o the shocked awareness t h a t , where the Jews 

were c o n c e r n e d , the E m a n c i p a t i o n i n Europe had p r o v e d a f a l s e hope, 

Z i o n i s m emerges as a movement s t r i v i n g f o r a; t o t a l and f i n a l r e s o l u t i o n 

o f the i s s u e . The d i s t i n c t i o n between "the !problem o f the Jews" and 
s 

t h a t o f Judaism and J e w i s h n e s s i s o n l y a m a t t e r o f s e m a n t i c s , s i n c e 
1 

b o t h a r e two s i d e s o f t h e same q u e s t i o n . And i f the e a r l y Z i o n i s t 

t h e o r i s t s and a c t i v i s t s had b e f o r e them the (example o f t h e European 

n a t i o n a l movements, l i k e them t h e y sought a !simple and c a t e g o r i c a l 

s o l u t i o n : r e d e m p t i o n from E x i l e . H e r z l was, not a l o n e i n t h i s way o f 

l o o k i n g a t t h i n g s , but s h a r e d t h e same o u t l o o k as Moshe L e i b L i l l i e n b l u m 

and Yehuda L e i b P i n s k e r i n E a s t e r n Europe. 

I f t h e e a r l y r e l i g i o u s Z i o n i s t s c o n t e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s a t t h e o u t s e t 

o n l y w i t h a s m a l l p i o n e e r v e n t u r e t h a t would g r a d u a l l y f i n d room f o r 

e x p a n s i o n , t h a t was because t h e y saw t h e s e i n i t i a l measures, t a k e n on 

t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e , as only' a p r e p a r a t i o n i j f o r t h e f i n a l , u n i v e r s a l 

M e s s i a n i c r e d e m p t i o n t h a t would be brought about by s u p e r n a t u r a l f o r c e s . 

11 
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The second s t a g e c o n s t i t u t e s a r e a c t i o n t o the i n i t i a l e f f o r t s o f 

t h e e a r l y Z i o n i s t s , and r e f l e c t s r e v u l s i o n from a g r e a t M e s s i a n i c 

e x p e c t a t i o n whose p r o s p e c t s o f r e a l i z a t i o n a r e s l i g h t and l i a b l e t o 

end i n a tremendous a n t i c l i m a x . In t h i s s t a g e , an attempt was made 

t o v i e w the Z i o n i s t movement as a p a r t i a l s o l u t i o n f o r what would 

o t h e r w i s e c o n s t i t u t e the t o t a l a s s i m i l a t i o n "!of the J e w i s h p e o p l e . 

I t seems t o me t h a t t h e s e two c o n s t r u c t s c o n t i n e d t o o p e r a t e s i d e 

by s i d e w i t h i n the Z i o n i s t movement as two r e a l i s t i c assessments o f the 

contemporary J e w i s h s i t u a t i o n , and p a r a d o x i c a l l y a l s o as two modes o f 

U t o p i a n e x p e c t a t i o n s — on the one hand, a r e a l i s t i c a p p r a i s a l o f the 
<i 

p r o s p e c t s f o r s u r v i v a l i n t h e D i a s p o r a i n the l i g h t o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
o f the modern w o r l d combined w i t h a U t o p i a n j j e x p e c t a t i o n as t o the 

i 
p r o s p e c t o f a t o t a l s o l u t i o n by b u i l d i n g up־|Israel; and, on the o t h e r 

hand, a r e a l i s t i c assessment o f the prospect: o f a c h i e v i n g a t o t a l 

s o l u t i o n t h r o u g h the u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l a l o n g w i t h a U t o p i a n e x p e c t a -

t i o n as t o p r o s p e c t s o f s u r v i v a l i n the D i a s p o r a . 

These a r e t h e two c r u e l a l t e r n a t i v e s t f l a t c o n s t i t u t e t h e Z i o n i s t 

dilemma t i l l t h e p r e s e n t day. There i s no f u t u r e f o r the J e w i s h p e o p l e 

i n t h e D i a s p o r a . But i f t h i s i s so, how can a t o t a l s o l u t i o n be a c h i e v e d 
I. 

i n I s r a e l ? Here Z i o n i s t thought found i t s e l f t o r n between d e s p a i r and 

d e s p a i r , hope and hope. And the t h i n k i n g o f t h e f a t h e r s o f Z i o n i s m , 

w h i l e c o n t i n u i n g "to seek some common g r o u n d l l f o r p r e s e n t a c t i o n , r e f l e c t s 

t h e v a c i l l a t i o n o f Z i o n i s t thought between t h e s e o p p o s i t e p o i n t s o f v i e w . 
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From t h e f o r e g o i n g we can see the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e debate 

between H e r z l and Ahad Ha'am f o r our own t i m e . On t h e o t h e r hand, n e i t h e r 
I I 
'\ 

o f t h e two c o n s t r u c t s r e a l l y c o n f r o n t s t h e !problem o f the r e l a t i o n s 

between homeland and D i a s p o r a . 

T h i s i s v e r y c l e a r w i t h r e s p e c t t o Hen'zl. He opposed g r a d u a l 

s e t t l e m e n t i n I s r a e l and s t r o v e f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n t h a t would 

not l e a v e i n i t s wake, any pro b l e m o f i n t e r a c t i o n between homeland 
.1 

and D i a s p o r a s i n c e the l a t t e r would have ceased t o e x i s t : Ahad Ha 1am, 

t o o , d i d not see the q u e s t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s between I s r a e l and the 

D i a s p o r a as a b i - l a t e r a l m a t t e r . For him, , . I s r a e l was j u s t a budding 

p r o j e c t , and he r e g a r d e d i t from t h e . p e r s p e c t i v e o f a " l o v e r o f Z i o n " 

i n the D i a s p o r a . No wonder, t h e n , t h a t he spoke about the f u t u r e , t o o , 

from t h e same p e r s p e c t i v e , and t h a t what hejjhad t o say here had no b a s i s 

i n r e a l i t y . Whatever s u b s t a n c e t h e r e was i n h i s words was owing to t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h e y s e r v e d as t r u e r e f l e c t i o n s o f the a t t i t u d e o f t h e D i a s p o r a 

Jew t o I s r a e l a t t h a t time and o f what they!!thought s h o u l d be done a t 

t h a t p a r t i c u l a r t ime t o save Jews from a s s i m i l a t i o n and o b l i v i o n . 

I s u ggest t h a t Ahad Ha'am's v i s i o n o f t h e f u t u r e o f I s r a e l as a 
•i 

s p i r i t u a l c e n t e r f o r a l l Jewry was meant o n l y t o make p o s s i b l e i n h i s 
own day s u c c e s s f u l e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y w i t h a f i e l d and c e n t e r not 

I I 
i n I s r a e l , but i n the D i a s p o r a . F o r t h e debate between Ahad Ha'am 

and H e r z l a c t u a l l y t u r n e d on the i s s u e o f c u l t u r a l - e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y 

i n the D i a s p o r a . F o r H e r z l , t h i s was a redundant i s s u e . What i s more, 

r a i s i n g i t when t h e need o f the hour was p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n on an agreed 

program was apt t o c r e a t e a s e r i o u s r i f t between r e l i g i o u s and s e c u l a r 

I 
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Z i o n i s t s . For Ahad Ha'am, t h i s was the main i s s u e , and he was ready 

t o f i g h t o v e r t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r f i n d i n g a s p i r i t u a l c o n s e n s u s , because 

he d i d n o t t h i n k p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n would s u c c e e d . 

A l l t h i s amounts t o i s a debate on ftow; Jews i n the D i a s p o r a 

s h o u l d have a c t e d c o n c e r n i n g an I s r a e l whose u p b u i l d i n g was s t i l l o n l y 

a v i s i o n o f t h e f u t u r e — a s t a t e o f a f f a i r s I no l o n g e r v a l i d . I t i s f o r 

t h i s r e a s o n t h a t the whole argument i s onl)ji r e l e v a n t t o Z i o n i s t thought 

i n our own day as a s t i m u l u s t o an assessment o f t h e contemporary 

-Jewish s i t u a t i o n , g i v i n g an answer t o t h e q u e s t i o n as t o the c o n d i t i o n s 

•:necessary f o r J e w i s h s u r v i v a l i n the D i a s p o r a . 
H 

In c o n s i d e r i n g these q u e s t i o n s , we must examine one o f t h e most 

i m p o r t a n t elements o f c l a s s i c a l Z i o n i s m : '!The n e g a t i o n o f the E x i l e . " 

D e s p i t e the above-noted d i f f e r e n c e between !Herzl and Ahad Ha'am, they 

b o t h concur on t h i s i s s u e . I n f a c t t h i s c o n c e p t can be r e g a r d e d as 

the n e g a t i v e common denominator o f a l l the ! Z i o n i s t p a r t i e s . But t h e r e 

a r e d i f f e r e n c e s o f emphasis, and t h e s e are !important because they are 

a c r u c i a l a s p e c t o f t h e debate about p o s i t i v e g o a l s and t h e means o f 

a t t a i n i n g them. 

The s i m p l e s t f o r m u l a t i o n o f " n e g a t i o n o f the E x i l e " i s t h a t i t 
I I 

i s a r e a c t i o n t o d i s a p p o i n t m e n t o v e r t n e European E m a n c i p a t i o n . I t 

seemed t o t h e s e c y n i c s t h a t , d e s p i t e t h e E m a n c i p a t i o n , the Jew remains 

an o u t s i d e r t o European s o c i e t y even when he r e l i n q u i s h e s h i s n a t i o n a l 

and r e l i g i o u s d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s and i s ready t o accommodate h i m s e l f t o 

European c u l t u r e . He e n c o u n t e r s r e s i s t a n c e ! ! t h a t i s e x p l a i n e d on 
ii 
I 
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r e l i g i o u s , r a c i a l , o r economic grounds, a l l a d d i n g up t o one t h i n g : 
ii , 

The Jew i s c o n s i d e r e d an i n t e r l o p e r . The waves o t a n t i - s e m i t i c p e r s e ­

c u t i o n , c a r r y i n g a l o n g not o n l y t h e ignorant;! masses but a l s o some o f 

the educated e l i t e , and a t ti m e s even s u p p o r t e d by the a u t h o r i t i e s , 

prove t h a t Jews have no p r o s p e c t o f b e i n g a c c e p t e d as e q u a l c i t i z e n s 

i n the D i a s p o r a c o u n t r i e s . On the o t h e r hanjd, a Jew i s no l o n g e r 

p r e p a r e d t o a c c e p t meekly h i s d i s c r i m i n a t e d - J a g a i n s t , d e s p i s e d , and 

p e r s e c u t e d d e s t i n y . I n f l u e n c e d by modern European c u l t u r e , he demands 

a l l the r i g h t s o f a f r e e c i t i z e n , and no l o n g e r f i n d s any meaning i n 

h i s s u f f e r i n g as h i s a n c e s t o r s d i d . T h e r e f o r e , runs the argument, 

Jews have no f u t u r e i n the D i a s p o r a — not as ̂ ! i n d i v i d u a l s , and not as 

a p e o p l e . 

" E x i l e " i n t h i s c o n t e x t r e f e r s t o t h e s i t u a t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l 

m i n o r i t y l i v i n g i n a country" where i t has no t e r r i t o r i a l p r i v i l e g e and 

no p o l i t i c a l framework c a p a b l e o f s a f e g u a r d i n g i t s e x i s t e n c e and i t s 
i l 

r i g h t s . I n t h i s s e n s e , " n e g a t i o n o f t h e e x i l e " means a b o l i s h i n g the 

s i t u a t i o n o f a m i n o r i t y w i t h o u t a l a n d o f i t s own and w i t h o u t p o l i -

t i c a l s o v e r e i g n t y , a m i n o r i t y l a c k i n g the t o o l s t o d e f e n d i t s e l f 

and be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s own v i a b i l i t y asjja group and f o r the l i v e s 

o f i t s i n d i v i d u a l members. 

While such t h i n k e r s as L i l l i e n b l u m , P i n s k e r , H e r z l and Max Nordau 

were d i s i l l u s :.oned by the f a i l u r e o f the L i b e r a l movement t o b r i n g 

about genuine e m a n c i p a t i o n f o r t h e Jews, Ber tforochov probed t h e hopes 

t h a t Jews were b e g i n n i n g t o have i n S o c i a l i s m as t h e movement o f the 

f u t u r e . 
I 



He d i d not r e j e c t S o c i a l i s m as a panacea f o r c o n f l i c t between 

c l a s s e s and n a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e between' Jews and G e n t i l e s . But 

t h e r o a d t o t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f S o c i a l i s m , he b e l i e v e d , would a g g r a v a t e 

t h e s i t u a t i o n o f t h e Jews. The c l a s s w a r f a r e p r e c e d i n g t h e v i c t o r y o f 

t h e workers would c r u s h t h e Jews who were i n j t h e m i d d l e . P e r s e c u t i o n 

and pogroms would i n c r e a s e , Jews would be d e p r i v e d o f t h e i r s o u r c e s o f 

l i v e l i h o o d , and t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e as a whole] would n o t s u r v i v e a l l t h e 

economic, s o c i a l and m o r a l p r e s s u r e s . 

Borochov's p r o g n o s i s l e d him t o an evenjmore extreme " n e g a t i o n o f 

t h e e x i l e " t h a n t h e one d e s c r i b e d above. H e i i f e l t t h a t time was r u n n i n g 

out f o r t h e Jews. The v e r y concept " E x i l e " a c q u i r e d a new d i m e n s i o n 

f o r Borochov. To him, i t meant not m e r e l y t h e s i t u a t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l 

m i n o r i t y l a c k i n g t e r r i t o r y and s o v e r e i g n t y , & u t a d i s t o r t e d s o c i o ­

economic r e a l i t y . He contended t h a t Jews l a c k e d a p r o p e r economic 

b a s e — t h a t t h e i r economic e x i s t e n c e was p a r a s i t i c — w h i c h was why, on 

t h e one hand, t h e y evoked s u c h o p p o s i t i o n and, on t h e o t h e r , d i d not 

have th e means t o defend t h e m s e l v e s . To Borochov, t h e r e f o r e , " n e g a t i o n 

o f t h e E x i l e " meant the e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h e t r a d e and s o u r c e s o f l i v e l i -

hood on w h i c h t h e Jews i n t h e D i a s p o r a s u b s i s t e d , and " r e d e m p t i o n " 

meant a r a d i c a l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 1 . 
•1 

To t h i s , Ahad Ha'am added th e d i m e n s i o n 'of s o c i o - e c o n o m i c l i f e . 

He was much l e s s s e n s i t i v e t o t h e q u e s t i o n ofj! t h e l a c k o f t e r r i t o r y 

and p o l i t i c a l s o v e r e i g n t y t h a n P i n s k e r and H e r z l . On t h e economic 

q u e s t i o n , however, he was no l e s s s e n s i t i v e t j j a n Borochov, even though 

"I 
i 

I I 



he d i d n o t b r i n g t o b e a r on i t s a n a l y s i s wel[l-formed s c i e n t i f i c o r 

i d e o l o g i c a l t o o l s . But he was c o n c e r n e d c h i e f l y w i t h t h e Jews' s o c i o -

c u l t u r a l p l i g h t . What ; t r o u b e d him most was 'the phenomenon o f t h e i r 

d e p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e i r n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y and c u l t u r e v i s - a - v i s t h a t o f 

t h e i r h o s t s o c i e t i e s ' not because t h e l a t t e r j j w e r e b e t t e r , b u t because 

t h e y were dominant. On t h e o t h e r hand, he was a l s o t r o u b l e d by t h e 

e n c l u s i v e n e s s and f o s s i l i z a t i o n o f Orthodox J u d a i s m i n E a s t e r n Europe 

w h i c h c l u n g t o t h e o l d not because i t was good, bu t because i t was o l d . 

I n Ahad Ha'am's v i e w , t h e new c u l t u r a l f l o r e s c e n c e was p o o r , and 

the g r o w i n g g e n e r a t i o n o f Jews were n o t f i n d i n g enough i n i t t o e n r i c h 

t h e i r l i v e s , b u t were even r e p e l l e d by e v e r y t h i n g d e f i n e d as "Judaism. 1 1 

T h i s , he b e l i e v e d , was t h e g r e a t e s t t h r e a t t o t h e s u r v i v a l o f t h e 

J e w i s h p e o p l e . I n o t h e r words, t o him, " E x i l e , " e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e 

-i ־ ' 

modern sense o f t h e t e r m , meant J e w i s h n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e p r e c i a t i o n v i s - a ­

v i s an a l i e n c u l t u r a l power, on t h e one h a nd| and.a r e a l i t y o f J e w i s h 

n a t i o n a l c u l t u r a l and s p i r i t u a l degeneration(!on t h e o t h e r . And i t was i n 

t h i s sense t h a t t h e r e t u r n t o t h e homeland had t o be a r e d e m p t i o n from 

E x i l e : t h e c r e a t i o n o f c o n d i t i o n s f o r a n a t i o n a l r e n a i s s a n c e t h a t would 

be f e d from J e w i s h s o u r c e s and would s e l e c t e n v i r o n m e n t a l i n f l u e n c e s 

a c c o r d i n g t o i t s own independent c r i t e r i a . 

W r i t e r s l i k e Micha Y o s e f B e r d i c h e v s k y and Y o s e f Haim Brenner 

c a r r i e d B o r o c h o v ? s a n a l y s i s and Ahad Ha fam'sÜconcept o f J e w i s h n a t i o n a l 

s e l f - d e p r e c i a t i o n even • f u r t h e r . To them, " E x i l e " was not m e r e l y a' 

c e r t a i n s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l o r s o c i o - c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n , b u t a f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
¡ 
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n e g a t i v e e x i s t e n t i a l s i t u a t i o n e x p r e s s i n g i t s e l f i n a l l f a c e t s o f J e w i s h 
M r 
ij 

l i f e . They were r e v o l t e d by t h e m a l e f i c e n t J ! J e w i s h e x i s t e n c e i n t h e 

" P a l e o f S e t t l e m e n t " i n C z a r i s t R u s s i a , andljby t h e i n a u t h e n t i c i t y o f 

the a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t Jew i n t h e West. They saw b o t h t h e s e c l a s s e s o f 

Jews as d e f e c t i v e i n t h e i r human s t a t u r e , t h e i r p e r s o n a l m o r a l i t y , and 

t h e i r l i f e s t y l e . E x i l e , i n t h i s r e s p e c t , was a d e f e c t ' i n human e x i s ­

t e n c e i t s e l f , a r e m o v a l from c o m p l e t e and n a t u r a l human e x i s t e n c e w i t h 

r e s p e c t t o l i v e l i h o o d , i n t e r p e r s o n a l and s o c i e t a l r e l a t i o n s , and a l l 

spheres o f c u l t u r a l c r e a t i v i t y . T h e r e f o r e , ;!the d e p a r t u r e o f t h e Jews 

from E x i l e would mean n o t o n l y a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t h e i r s i t u a t i o n , but 

a l s o a r e a l i g n m e n t o f t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e J e w i s h p e r s o n a l i t y t h r o u g h a 

r e o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e e n t i r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f " J e w i s h s o c i a l l i f e . 

A l l t h i s has a v e r y i m p o r t a n t b e a r i n g oh our d i s c u s s i o n . F o r i f 

we do not have he r e c o n c r e t e d e t a i l s o f t h e ' r e l a t i o n s h i p between home­

l a n d and D i a s p o r a , we do have an attempt a t •'a r a d i c a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n 

between t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r t h e e a r l y Z i o n i s t s . The p r a c t i c a l 
l l 

i m p o r t a n c e o f a l l t h i s c o n s i s t s i n t h e f a c t :that f a c i n g t h e main body o f 

the Z i o n i s t movement and t h e p e o p l e who assumed the p r a c t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p , 

was t h e most extreme f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h e p o l a r i z a t i o n between homeland 

and E x i l e : W h i l e t h e l a t t e r was seen as an [ e n t i r e l y n e g a t i v e and 

d e f e c t i v e e x i s t e n t i a l s i t u a t i o n from t h e p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l , 

and m o r a l p o i n t s o f v i e w , n o t o n l y w i t h o u t any p r o s p e c t o f s u b s i s t e n c e , 
I! 

but a l s o w i t h o u t any d e s i r e a b i l i t y t h a t i t s h o u l d do so, t h e former was 

viewed n o t - o n l y as t h e s t a t e where t h e Jews ! w i l l be a b l e t o have a 



m a j o r i t y and p o l i t i c a l s o v e r e i g n t y , but a l s o as a base f o r a r e a l i g n ­

ment o f J e w i s h n a t i o n a l l i f e from t h e l e v e l ' j o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o t h a t 

o f t h e community. 

There i s no doubt t h a t t h i s d e r o g a t o r y (!image o f t h e Jews i n e x i l e 

and t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y r o s e a t e p i c t u r e o f R e t u r n as promulgated 

by t h e Z i o n i s t i mplementers l e f t i t s stamp on t h e g e n e r a l c o n c e p t i o n o f 

t h i s t o p i c when t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l became a"! r e a l i t y . Moreover, when-

ever we s e t out t o d a y t o d e a l w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n , t h e s e two c o n c e p t s 

f i r s t have t o be r e - e v a l u a t e d . 

To what e x t e n t a r e t h e v a r i o u s p r e v i o u s l y mentioned d e f i n i t i o n s 

f i r s t l a i d down by c l a s s i c a l Z i o n i s t t h o u g h t ! ! s t i l l v a l i d - - i f a t a l l ? 

Only a c l e a r - c u t answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n c a n j j p r o v i d e t h e b a s i s f o r a 

d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e on t h i s i s sue as i t a f f e c t s 

t h e f u t u r e . 

As p r e v i o u s l y n o t e d , a l t h o u g h t h e whole !way o f l o o k i n g a t t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s i n trie new r e a l i t y emerging i n 

I s r a e l was s t i l l based on t h e most extreme t h e o r e t i c a l f o r m u l a t i o n o f 
•I 

" n e g a t i o n o f t h e E x i l e , " i t a l s o d e r i v e d from] d i r e c t e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 

I s r a e l i r e a l i t y . I t had grown more i n t o u c h w i t h r e a l i t y , not o n l y 

because o f i t s c o n t a c t w i t h J e w i s h l i f e i n t h e D i a s p o r a , but a l s o be­

cause o f i t s d i r e c t e xposure t o t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l v e d i n the up­

b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l as a n a t i o n a l homeland and n i t s 

assessment o f the v i a b i l i t y o f t h i s v e n t u r e . J' 
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The thought o f Anaron D a v i d Gordon, even though i t i s f a r from 

t y p i c a l , sheds l i g h t on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p e r s p e c t i v e . T h i s i s so n o t 

o n l y because G o r d o n — u n i q u e among t h e t h i n k e r s l i v i n g i n I s r a e l -

based h i m s e l f on a comprehensive Z i o n i s t t h e o r y , b u t a l s o because h i s 

thought was d i s t i n g u i s h e d by a t y p i c a l l y I s r a e l i r e a l i s m i n i t s 
.1 

assessment b o t h o f t h e e s s e n t i a l n a t u r e o f t h e D i a s p o r a and i t s 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l v e d i n b u i l d i n g t h e homeland. G o r d o n f s thought may 
.1 

be seen as an I s r a e l i v e r s i o n o f Ahad Ha'am/js t h i n k i n g . 

A l t h o u g h Gordon saw t h e D i a s p o r a as a n e g a t i v e e x i s t e n t i a l 

s i t u a t i o n , he d i d n o t s u b s c r i b e t o B r e n n e r ' s and B e r d i c h e v s k y ' s 

n e g a t i v e a t t i t u d e t o J e w i s h c r e a t i v i t y i n E x i l e . He c o n s i d e r e d i t 

r e m a r k a b l e t h a t under t h o s e c o n d i t i o n s t h e Jews had e v o l v e d a v a l u a b l e 
i> 

s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e t h a t had s u s t a i n e d them t i l l modern t i m e s . 
On t h e o t h e r hand, Gordon assumed t h a t j j t h e p r o c e s s o f b u i l d i n g 

up t h e homeland would have t o be a v e r y l o n g one. Only v e r y g r a d u a l l y 

would t h e m a j o r i t y o f Jews come t o l i v e a new l i f e i n t h e i r own c o u n t r y . 

What would happen t o t h e D i a s p o r a meanwhile? Gordon's r e p l y , 

s u r p r i s i n g l y , was t h a t an attempt must be made i n t h e D i a s p o r a , t o o , t o 

l a u n c h t h e p r o c e s s o f l e a v i n g t h e D i a s p o r a . J] I f " E x i l e " and " D i a s p o r a " 

a r e not m e r e l y g e o g r a p h i c and p o l i t i c a l t e r m s , but p r i m a r i l y human, 

s o c i a l , and c u l t u r a l ones, t h e n t h e p r o c e s s jjof l e a v i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n 

t h e y d e s c r i b e may be o r g a n i z e d w i t h i n t h a t v e r y s i t u a t i o n . By Jews 

r e t u r n i n g t o p r o d u c t i v e l a b o r and f o r s a k i n g |'their e c o n o m i c a l l y p a r a s i t i c 

e x i s t e n c e ; by t h e i r r e t u r n t o t h e use o f t h e Hebrew language and by 

1 
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an e f f o r t a t e d u c a t i o n a l and s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i t y i n Hebrew. I n t h i s 

way t h e Jews would emerge from t h e s i t u a t i o n o f E x i l e i n t h e D i a s p o r a 

i t s e l f . 

Gordon had no f e a r t h a t t h i s would a l i e n a t e t h e Jews from I s r a e l . 
HI 

On t h e c o n t r a r y , he b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s r e - a s s e r t i o n o f peoplehood i n 

t h e D i a s p o r a would b i n d them t o t h e Land, g u a r a n t e e a s t e a d y f l o w o f 
• i 

a l i y a h , and e n a b l e D i a s p o r a Jews t o r e l a t e t o t h e s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

e f f e r v e s c e n c e t a k i n g p l a c e i n I s r a e l n o t i n l l a s u b o r d i n a t e r o l e but as 

p a r t n e r s i n t h a t c r e a t i v i t y . ^ 

I f t h e e n t i r e J e w i s h p e o p l e underwent one p r o c e s s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 

Gordon m a i n t a i n e d , t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e Land would be t h e f o c u s o f 

t h e e n t i r e p e o p l e ' s a c t i v i t y . Of c o u r s e , I s r a e l had t o be t h e c e n t e r , 

f i r s t , b e c a u s e , t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e Z i o n i s t movement, w h i c h s h o u l d 

g u i d e t h e p e o p l e as a whole, would r e s i d e and s e t up t h e movement's 

i n s t i t u t i o n s t h e r e ; second^ because t h e r e would be a c o n t i n u o u s a l i y a h 

f rom t h e D i a s p o r a and f i n a l l y because I s r a e l would be t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 

model. As we mentioned p r e v i o u s l y , however^ a change i n t h e s i t u a t i o n 

o f E x i l e s h o u l d b e g i n and c o n t i n u e i n t h e D i a s p o r a i t s e l f , f o r o n l y i n 

t h i s way would th e l i n k between th e J e w i s h p e o p l e as a whole and t h e 

r e b u i l d i n g t a k i n g p l a c e i n t h e J e w i s h homeland have any r e a l meaning. 

Here, i t seems t o me, we have a most i n t e r e s t i n g a t t e m p t t o r e i n t e r p r e t 

Ahad Ha ?am fs i d e a o f a " s p i r i t u a l c e n t e r " i n a way ; t h a t would g i v e i t 

r e a l c o n t e n t . 
¡1 

Jacob K l a t z k i n had an a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t a pproach. H i s o u t l o o k 
•i 
t 
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s t a n d s on extreme and s i m p l e p r e m i s e s w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e f u t u r e o f 

t h e D i a s p o r a . F i r s t , t h e D i a s p o r a c o u l d not s u r v i v e i n modern con­

d i t i o n s . The n a t u r a l dynamics o f E x i l e were t o t a l a s s i m i l a t i o n . I n 

the p a s t , t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o n p r e v e n t e d a s s i m i l a t i o n by v i r t u e o f i t s 

b i n d i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s . I n modern t i m e s , however, t h e s e 

forms no l o n g e r f u n c t i o n e d and even though t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e as a -b 

whole had not f o r s a k e n i t s f a i t h , r e l i g i o n was no l o n g e r a n a t i o n a l 

s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l f o r c e , and t h e r e was n o t h i n g e l s e t h a t c o u l d r e p l a c e i t . 

Second, t h e D i a s p o r a was not w o r t h k e e p i n g a l i v e , because l i f e i n 

E x i l e was a c u l t u r a l l y s c h i z o i d e x i s t e n c e , i n v o l v i n g i n d i v i d u a l and 

n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e b a s e m e n t and d e g e n e r a t i o n , , 

The l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n o f a l l t h i s seemed t o be t h e one H e r z l had 

drawn: The J e w i s h p e o p l e was a t a c r o s s r o a d s . Jews w i s h i n g t o remain 

would go t o I s r a e ; t h o s e w a n t i n g t o r e m a i n where t h e y were would 

a s s i m i l a t e . 

The l a t t e r was c e r t a i n l y a v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e , though K l a t z k i n 

c o n s i d e r e d i t a d i s h o n o r a b l e and even immoral one. But, u n l i k e H e r z l , 

he r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f I s r a e l would be a lone-drawn-out 
!! 

p r o c e s s , and t h e D i a s p o r a had t o be k e p t a l i v e so t h a t i t s h o u l d be 

p o s s i b l e t o com p l e t e i t . I n o t h e r words: The D i a s p o r a had t o s u r v i v e 

as l o n g as t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l was s t i j j l t a k i n g p l a c e . 
!• 

K l a t z k i n b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s was f e a s i b l e . I n h i s v i e w , i t was 

i m p o s s i b l e t o s t o p a s s i m i l a t i o n a l t o g e t h e r , ' b u t i t s pace c o u l d c e r t a i n l y 
 ״׳.
1 

i 
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be slowed down by a r t i f i c i a l means such as a network o f n a t i o n a l -

Hebrew e d u c a t i o n i n t h e D i a s p o r a and t h e s e t t i n g up o f v a r i o u s J e w i s h 

communal i n s t i t u t i o n s . These c o u l d be v i a b l e o n l y i f t h e y c o n c e n t r a t e d 

on p r e p a r i n g Jews o f t h e D i a s p o r a f o r r e t u r n t o t h e homeland, f o r an 

e d u c a t i o n a l program t h a t aimed a t m a n u f a c t u r i n g an i n a u t h e t i c t y p e o f 
.1 

Jew who c o u l d s u r v i v e i n t h e a r t i f i c i a l environment o f t h e D i a s p o r a 
I 

would be m o r a l l y u n j u s t i f i a b l e and had a b s o l u t e l y no chance o f 

s u c c e e d i n g . 

On t h e o t h e r hand, K l a t z k i n b e l i e v e d t h a t under t h e impetus o f t h e 

u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e Land i t would be p o s s i b l e l j t o keep t h e D i a s p o r a a l i v e 

f o r a n o t h e r few g e n e r a t i o n s . I f i n t h i s t ime I s r a e l became t h e n a t i o n a l 

c e n t e r , t h e f a t e f u l d e c i s i o n would have t o be made, and t h o s e w i s h i n g 

t o r e m a i n Jews would go t h e r e , and t h e r e s t l j w o u l d a s s i m i l a t e . 

I f A.D. Gordon's v i e w was a r e i n t e r p r e t j a t i o n o f Ahad Ha'am's, 

K l a t z k i n 1 s was a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f H e r z l ' s . 
I I 

A l o n g s i d e K l a t z k i n ' s i d e a s i t i s w o r t h j i p l a c i n g t h o s e o f Y e h e z k e l 

Kaufmann, The two a r e v e r y c l o s e i n t h e i r t r e a t m e n t o f t h i s q u e s t i o n . 

Kaufmann's c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e d i s c u s s i o n i s i m p o r t a n t c h i e f l y f o r t h e 

m e t h o d i c a l and i n c i s i v e h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h ' o n w h i c h he bases h i m s e l f 
>i ' 
11 

b u t a l s o because o f what he has t o say about] t h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e J e w i s h 

r e l i g i o n i n modern t i m e s . 
Kaufmann agreed w i t h K l a t z k i n t h a t r e l i ' g i o n s u s t a i n e d t h e J e w i s h 

ii 
p e o p l e i n E x i l e t i l l t h e dawn o f t h e modern 'age—but not o n l y o r 

p r i m a r i l y because o f the b i n d i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l framework, but because 

i 
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o f t h e i n e x o r a b l e f o r c e o f a f a i t h t h a t l a v s down an a l l - e m b r a c i n g 

way o f l i f e . I n Kaufmann s v i e w , Judaism a t i t s r o o t s was n o t and i s 

not a n a t i o n a l r e l i g i o n b u t a u n i v e r s a l one1.1 I n p r a c t i c e , however, i t 
I. 

became t h e r e l i g i o n o f a p a r t i c u l a r people.![ But because i t was n o t 

e s s e n t i a l l y n a t i o n a l , i t s u s t a i n e d t h e Jewsljas.a n a t i o n even i n con-

d i t i o n s i n w h i c h o t h e r n a t i o n s d i s i n t e g r a t e d . 

I n modern t i m e s , Kaufmann m a i n t a i n e d , r e l i g i o n no l o n g e r has t h i s 

k i n d o f f o r c e . Not, however, because modern c u l t u r e doesn't a l l o w f o r 

f a i t h o r a r e l i g i o u s way o f l i f e . R e l i g i o n j l a s s u c h i s o f t h e essence 

of t h e human s p i r i t , and not even modern c u l t u r a l can make i t d i s a p p e a r . 

The weakening o f r e l i g i o n stems from t h e f a c t t h a t , i n s e c u l a r c u l t u r e , 

r e l i g i o n no l o n g e r shapes a l l spheres o f l i f e and c r e a t i v i t y , b u t i s 

o n l y one o f t h e many modes o f c u l t u r a l e x p r e s s i o n . 

T h e r e f o r e , i t i s c e r t a i n l y p o s s i b l e in|JKaufmann' s v i e w t o have a 

D i a s p o r a c o n t a i n i n g a c o n s i d e r a b l e community o f p e o p l e r e m a i n i n g f a i t h ­

f u l t o t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o n , e i t h e r i n i t s Orthodox form o r i n any o t h e r 

adapted t o modern c o n c e p t s and t h e modern s t y l e . But t h e r e l i g i o u s 

d e f i n i t i o n w i l l n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y mean a n a t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n . I n 

o t h e r words, i t i s J e w i s h n a t i o n a l l i f e t h a t becomes i m p o s s i b l e i n the 
ii 

D i a s p o r a . 

Y e t Kaufmann p o i n t e d out t h a t t h e p r o c e s s o f J e w i s h n a t i o n a l 

a s s i m i l a t i o n had f a i l e d , and t h a t i t was p r e c i s e l y t h e e n f e e b l e d J e w i s h 

r e l i g i o n t h a t had broug h t t h i s about, though! i n a n e g a t i v e way. The 
il 

i n s i s t e n c e o f a l a r g e s e c t o r o f Jewry on r e m a i n i n g f a i t h f u l t o t h e i r 
! 
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r e l i g i o n , and t h e r e f u s a l o f a n o t h e r s e c t o r j i o f Jewry t o c o n v e r t t o 

a n o t h e r r e l i g i o n f o r t h e sake o f t o t a l e m a n c i p a t i o n , caused t h e non-

J e w i s h e n v i r o n m e n t — w h o s e c u l t u r e was shaped by C h n s t i a n i t y - - t o 

c o n t i n u e t o r e j e c t the Jews as o u t s i d e r s . 

Thus th e Jews remained a n a t i o n a l group w i t h o u t n a t i o n a l p o s s e s s i o n s 

and n a t i o n a l r i g h t s , as a r e s u l t o f w h i c h t h e p l i g h t o f t h e Jews i n 

E x i l e became even more a c u t e . Of c o u r s e , s i n c e , i n Kaufmann's v i e w , 

t h i s may a l s o be seen as t h e main impetus f o r t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e 

J e w i s h n a t i o n a l movement i n t h e D i a s p o r a , b u t , i t does n o t o p e r a t e 

o n l y i n a n e g a t i v e way. The J e w i s h p e o p l e , * , w i l l , n e v e r t h e l e s s , 

c o n t i n u e t o be e n f e e b l e d by m a s s i v e a s s i m i l a t i o n and by t h e d i s a p -

pearance o f t h e p o s i t i v e h a l l m a r k s o f an independent n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e . 

A t most, i t w i l l be p o s s i b l e t o s l o w somewhat the pace o f a s s i m i l a t i o n 
i 

by s u c h a r t i f i c i a l means as Hebrew and Z i o n i s t e d u c a t i o n i n o r d e r t o 
1 I 

m a i n t a i n t h e D i a s p o r a as a r e s o u r c e f o r t h e : u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e homeland 

and even t h i s w i l l be p o s s i b l e o n l y f o r a l i m i t e d t i m e . 

I n o r d e r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c l i n e o f Z i o n i s t thought 

i n I s r a e l on t h e f u t u r e o f Jews i n t h e D i a s p o r a , we must add t o our con­

s i d e r a t i o n o f K l a t z k i n ' s and Kaufmann's a n a l y s i s t h a t o f two t r e n d s i n 

t h e t h i n k i n g o f L i l l i e n b l u m , P i n s k e r , and Borochov, 

These a r e , f i r s t , t h a t a n t i - S e m i t i s m was endemic t o European 

s o c i e t y , a t l e a s t f o r t h e f o r e s e e a b l e future 1', and might even grow 
!l 

e v e n t u a l l y t h r e a t e n i n g t h e p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y j j o f t h e Jews i n Europe. 

Second, t h a t t h e r e was no s o l u t i o n f o r t h e economic p l i g h t o f t h e 
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J e w i s h masses o f E a s t e r n Europe. T h e i r former bases o f l i v e l i h o o d had 

been d e s t r o y e d , and t h e r e was no chance o f t h e i r f i n d i n g a p l a c e i n 

the g e n e r a l economic r e a l i g n m e n t t h a t would jjbe b r o u g h t about t h r o u g h 

a s e r i e s o f u p h e a v a l s . There was, t o be s u r e , t h e haven o f t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , and t h e r e was a mass i m m i g r a t i o n f l o w i n g t h e r e . But t h a t was 

o n l y a temporary haven. I n t h e end, n o t •even t h e r e would Jews escape 
1• 

t h e f a t e t h a t a w a i t e d i t i n E x i l e . T h e r e f o r e , I s r a e l s h o u l d be p r e ­

p a r e d as a haven f o r t h e w a n d e r i n g and homeless Jew, f o r o n l y by r e -
II 

t u r n i n g t h e r e en masse would t h e problem r e a l l y be s o l v e d . 

I f we t a k e t h i s assessment i n t o a c c o u n t , immediate a c t i o n s h o u l d 

have been t a k e n t o s e t up a p r a c t i c a l n etwork o f r e l a t i o n s between t h e 

Z i o n i s t community i n I s r a e l and t h e Jews i n j j t h e D i a s p o r a , I s h a l l o n l y 

p o i n t t o t h e g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n o f d e c i s i o n s ' ] a r r i v e d a t i n t h e framework 

o f t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n . 

F i r s t , s t e p s were t a k e n t o en s u r e t h a t jjthe Z i o n i s t community i n 

I s r a e l s h o u l d occupy a l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n i n t h e main o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 

t h e Z i o n i s t movement thus e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e Ijtowards i n c r e a s e d a l i y a h i n 

o r d e r t o broaden t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n base ;,in I s r a e l . 
M 

Then, s t e p s were t a k e n t o s e c u r e f o r t h e Z i o n i s t movement a l e a d i n g 

p o s i t i o n i n Jewry, thus c o n s o l i d a t i n g a l l trie economic and p o l i t i c a l 

r e s o u r c e s a t t h e d i s p o s a l o f Jewry f o r use i n o p e n i n g up I s r a e l f o r 
,1 

m a s s a l i y a h , and f i n a n c i n g t h e u p b u i l d i n g ofj t h e Land so t h a t i t s h o u l d be a b l e t o p r o v i d e s o u r c e s o f l i v e l i h o o d and t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s n e c e s s a r y 
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f o r a l l t h e o f r e t u r n i n g Jews. c 

Measures were a l s o t a k e n t o strengthen||as much as p o s s i b l e t h e 

a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e Z i o n i s t h a l u t z ( p i o n e e r i n g ) movements w h i c h t r a i n e d 
II 

p e o p l e t o come t o I s r a e l f o r t h e purpose o f ^ e s t a b l i s h i n g f a r m i n g and 

l a b o r s e t t l e m e n t s . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , Z i o n i s m c e r t a i n l y s e r v e d as a 

" s p i r i t u a l c e n t e r " f o r D i a s p o r a Jewry. Here we had a v i g o r o u s edu­

c a t i o n a l s t r u g g l e t o save t h e s o u l s o f J e w i s h y o u t h from a s s i m i l a t i o n , 

t o b r i n g them up i n t h e Hebrew language a n d f j c u l t u r e , and t o s t e e r them 

towards a p i o n e e r i n g l i f e i n I s r a e l . 

I t i s easy t o see t h a t a t t h e base o f a l l t h i s a c t i v i t y was t h e 

p r e m i s e o f K l a t z k i n and Kaufmann t h a t i t was p o s s i b l e t o m a i n t a i n t h e 

D i a s p o r a by t h e " a r t i f i c i a l " means of H e b r e w - Z i o n i s t e d u c a t i o n o n l y 

i f t h i s was o r i e n t a t e d towards t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l as a homeland. 

But t i m e was p r e s s i n g w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e tn'reats b o t h o f a s s i m i l a t i o n 

and o f a n t i - S e m i t i s m . To be s u r e , t h e r e was t e n s i o n between t h e 

g r a d u a l i s m r e q u i r e d t o g u a r a n t e e a h e a l t h y growth f o r the J e w i s h com­

m u n i t y i n I s r a e l and t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t i t ' was u r g e n t t o b r i n g as many 

Jews as p o s s i b l e t h e r e as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . And t h e r e was v a c i l l a t i o n 

between t h e s e two e x i g e n c i e s . But, g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e p r o g n o s i s 

about t h e d i s a s t e r t h r e a t e n i n g t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e predominated. I t seems 

t o me t h a t t h e f e e l i n g t h a t as many Jews as ( p o s s i b l e had t o be r e s c u e d 

as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e d e t e r m i n e d th e a t t i t u d e o f I s r a e l i Z i o n i s t s t o 

'the D i a s p o r a , and t h e n a t u r e o f t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l and s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t y among D i a s p o r a Jewry. ;f 
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What I have s a i d h e r e must be q u a l i f i e d " s l i g h t l y . A l l t h e above 

was c r y s t a l l i z e d a g a i n s t t h e European background. The c l a s s i c a l 

Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g i s t s tended t o speak i n g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s about t h e 

n a t u r e o f t h e D i a s p o r a , even though t h e r e were b l a t a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 
J 

between E a s t e r n and Western Europe, and t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s were ex­

p r e s s e d i n t h e d i f f e r e n t i d e o l o g i e s t h a t were d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 

d i f f e r e n t s e t t i n g s . But a l r e a d y a t t h e o u t s e t , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

was r e g a r d e d as a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t c a s e . 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e H i b b a t Z i o n (Love o f Z i o n ) movement, 

t h e r e were some who saw t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s as an a l t e r n a t i v e t o I s r a e l 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e p o l i t i c a l e m a n c i p a t i o n o f Jewry. When Jews 

s t a r t e d e m i g r a t i n g t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s en masse, Z i o n i s m p r o v i d e d 

t h e i d e a l i s t i c a l t e r n a t i v e f o r Jews f l e e i n g | | f r o m any k i n d o f t r o u b l e . 

The two new J e w i s h c e n t e r s o f t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y — I s r a e l and t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s — c a m e i n t o b e i n g s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , and under i d e n t i c a l 

demographic i m p u l s e s . T h i s was a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t , and one t h a t 

c o u l d not be i g n o r e d . F o r an i d e o l o g i s t l i l c e Ahad Ha'am, t h i s was not 

a m a t t e r o f c o m p o s i t i o n . S i n c e he d i d not b e l i e v e t h a t I s r a e l a l o n e 

c o u l d s o l v e t h e " J e w i s h problem," he d i v i d e d up t h e t a s k s o f r e s c u e . 

The masses s e e k i n g t o escape economic d i s a b i l i t i e s and a n t i - S e m i t i c 

p e r s e c u t i o n would go t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . ':The few i d e a l i s t s t r o u b l e d 

by t h e " J e w i s h p r o b l e m " would go t o I s r a e l . ¡1 The " s p i r i t u a l c e n t e r " 

t h a t would t h e n a r i s e i n I s r a e l w ould, however, a l s o s o l v e t h e " J e w i s h 

p r o b l e m " o f t h o s e Jews who would f i n d p h y s i c a l s e c u r i t y i n A m e r i c a , 

o r even i n a Europe now r e l i e v e d o f i t s s u r p l u s J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n . 
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But f o r t h o s e t h i n k e r s who sought i n Z i o n i s m a s o l u t i o n t o b o t h 

t h e "problem o f t h e Jews" and t h e "problem o f Judaism and J e w i s h n e s s , " 
,1 

t h i s p r e s e n t e d d i f f i c u l t i e s . The s u c c e s s o f t h i s one-time h i s t o r i c 
.1 

u n d e r t a k i n g r e q u i r e d , so i t would seem, t h a t t h e movement o f t h e 

masses s h o u l d come i n t h e wake o f t h e i d e a l i s t i c e l i t e . But t h i n g s 

d i d not happen t h i s w a y - - i n any c a s e not d u r i n g t h e main p e r i o d o f 
11 

t h e m i g r a t i o n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . A t the[|same t i m e , i t was c l e a r l y 

i m p o s s i b l e t o t h i n k o f t r y i n g t o r e - c h a n n e l j ] t h e s t r e a m o f m i g r a t i o n 

when the u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l was p r o c e e d i n g s l o w l y , and was en-
•1 

c o u n t e r i n g i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

The i d e o l o g i c a l r e a c t i o n t o t h i s problem d e s e r v e s a t h o r o u g h -

g o i n g a n a l y s i s - - w h i c h i s beyond t h e immediate scope o f t h i s d i s c u s s i o n . 

I n g e n e r a l t h e m i g r a t i o n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s was seen by t h e Z i o n i s t 
j| 

t h e o r e t i c i a n s l i v i n g i n Europe as a d i r e c t c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e E x i l e 

e x p e r i e n c e : Once a g a i n t h e Wandering Jew had t a k e n t o t h e r o a d . How 

o f t e n had he been e x p e l l e d from c o u n t r i e s i n w h i c h he o n l y had a 

tem p o r a r y r e s p i t e ! The p r e s e n t m i g r a t i o n t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a l s o , 

was i n t h e i r eyes o n l y a n o t h e r stampede from one a l i e n t e r r i t o r y t o 

the n e x t . The U n i t e d S t a t e s would n o t s o l v e t h e " J e w i s h p r o b l e m . " A t 

b e s t , i t would p r o v e a temporary haven. Soon a l l t h e dangers t h e Jews 

had f a c e d i n t h e European D i a s p o r a would a r i s e t h e r e , t o o . T h e r e f o r e , 
l i 

t h e r e a l s o l u t i o n l a y i n a l i y a h t o t h e homeland and n o t i n e m i g r a t i o n 

from one D i a s p o r a t o a n o t h e r . 

None t h e l e s s , i n t h e v i e w o f t h e s e European Z i o n i s t s , a r e -
II 

o r i e n t a t i o n - - a t l e a s t on t h e p r a c t i c a l l e v e l — w a s needed i n t h e !1 



sphere o f t h e d i r e c t c o n t a c t between the l e a d e r s and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

o f Z i o n i s m i n I s r a e l i t s e l f and t h e r e a l i t y | | o f J e w i s h communal l i f e 
SI 

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h i n t h e American Z i o n i s t movement. 

In Haim A r l o s o r o f f ' s w r i t i n g s , we f i n d j j a n e s p e c i a l l y cogent 

t r e a t m e n t o f t h i s s u b j e c t . I n h i s v i e w , t h e American J e w i s h D i a s p o r a 

was not t o be seen i n terms o f t h e c a t e g o r i e s o f t h e d i f f e r e n t 

European D i a s p o r a s . The r a p i d c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f J e w i s h m i g r a t i o n t o 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , and t h e f r e e and p l u r a l i s t i c s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l s e t t i n g 

t h e y found on a r r i v a l , would make p o s s i b l e t h e new phenomenon o f a 
:1 

D i a s p o r a a c h i e v i n g E m a n c i p a t i o n w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o a s s i m i l a t e . The 

American D i a s p o r a would be a b l e t o m a i n t a i n ' ! i t s J e w i s h c u l t u r a l -
II 

n a t i o n a l d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s i n c o n d i t i o n s o f l i b e r t y . But a l l t h i s 
 ׳1

depended on m o t i v a t i o n and o r i e n t a t i o n . Thoroughgoing e d u c a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t y would be a b l e t o p r e v e n t a s s i m i l a t i o n and g e n e r a t e a J e w i s h 

n a t i o n a l - c u l t u r a l r e v i v a l i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

I t s h o u l d be emphasized, however, t h a t i t h i s assessment d i d not 

cause A r l o s o r o f f t o amend h i s b a s i c Z i o n i s t [ t h e s i s . F o r him t h e 
II 

U n i t e d S t a t e s was E x i l e . Here he based h i m s e l f a l s o on a gloomy 

p r o g n o s i s o f economic developments and t h e a b i l i t y o f Jewry i n the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s t o f e n d f o r i t s e l f i n t h e area'| o f J e w i s h n a t i o n a l -

c u l t u r a l c r e a t i v i t y . 1 

The o n l y d i f f e r e n c e between A r l o s o r o f f and t h e o t h e r Z i o n i s t 

t h i n k e r s I have mentioned i s t h a t he saw i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a r e a l 
f i e l d f o r e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y t n a t would e n s u r e t h a t A m e r i c a n Jewry 



would r e m a i n l i n k e d t o Z i o n i s m and t o t h e J e w i s h community i n I s r a e l , 

and he demanded an Ahad Ha'am-type o f c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y f o r A m e r i c a n 

Jewry. 

I t was c l e a r t o A r l o s o r o f f t h a t the r o l e o f A m e r i c a n Jewry i n 

the r e a l i z a t i o n o f t h e Z i o n i s t u n d e r t a k i n g would be d i f f e r e n t from 

t h a t o f European Jewry, f o r I n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t h e r e was a d i f f e r e n t 

k i n d o f D i a s p o r a and, t h e r e f o r e , a d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f Z i o n i s m , and 

t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between i t and I s r a e l r e q u i r e d a r a d i c a l l l y new 

d e f i n i t i o n . 

The f o r m u l a t i o n t h a t was l a c k i n g i n t h e Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g y o f 

I s r a e l i t s e l f began t o c r y s t a l l i z e i n t h e t h i n k i n g o f American Jewry. 

T h i s may be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as an American v e r s i o n o f t h e though o f 

Ahad Ha'am, c o n t a i n i n g an o u t l o o k t h a t does¡jnot b e l i t t l e t h e D i a s p o r a , 

b u t w h i c h sometimes even has an element o f a f f i r m a t i o n o f an e x p e r i e n c e 

w h i c h has made a v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e h e r i t a g e o f t h e J e w i s h 

p e o p l e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e c u l a r i s t v i e w p o i n t o f L o u i s Dembitz "Brandéis, 

I s r a e l has t o c o n f e r on Jews"the same freedom t h a t o t h e r p e o p l e s e n j o y - -
I 

t h e freedom t o choose between l i v i n g i n t h e i r own c o u n t r i e s o r i n any 

o t h e r t h a t i s open t o them. The p r a c t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s i s t o 

put A m e r i c a n Jews on an e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h a l l t h e o t h e r e t h n i c groups 

t h a t i m m i g r a t e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . The A m e r i c a n Jew, t o o , was 
!, 

e n t i t l e d t o a l a n d o f o r i g i n w h i c h was n o t ah " e x i l e " b u t a n a t i o n a l -



,1 c u l t u r a l home. Of c o u r s e , t o Brandéis t h i s ] d i d n o t mean t h a t t h e 

Jew o r any o t h e r A m e r i c a n o f any o t h e r n a t i ^ c m a l - c u l t u r a l - e t h n i c 

o r i g i n had t o l i v e i n t h a t home. F o r t h e Jew t h i s meant t h a t i n 

I s r a e l t h e Hebrew language and a t o t a l , i n t e g r a t e d Hebrew c u l t u r e 

would come t o l i f e a g a i n . A Jew not living׳| t h e r e would emphasize 

t h a t he b e l o n g e d t o t h e p e o p l e o f t h a t c u l t u r e , and he would t a k e 

p r i d e i n i t . A s m a l l , b u t s o c i o - c u l t u r a l l y a c t i v e J e w i s h community 

( i n I s r a e l ) would s u f f i c e t o g i v e A m e r i c a n •Jewry t h e d e s i r e d sense o f 

b e l o n g i n g and e q u a l i t y . 

The l i n k w i t h I s r a e l would be e x p r e s s e d by h e l p i n g i n i t s growth 

e c o n o m i c a l l y and p o l i t i c a l l y . Jews (not n e c e s s a r i l y t h o s e o f t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s ) , n e e d i n g o r w i s h i n g t o go t o j I s r a e l would b u i l d up t h e 

homeland w i t h t h e i r p e r s o n s . O t h e r s would t i e l p as much as t h e y c o u l d . 

Brandéis e n t e r t a i n e d no c o n t r a d i c t i o n between h e l p i n g i n t h e up­

b u i l d i n g o f t h e a n c e s t r a l J e w i s h homeland and new l o y a l t i e s t o t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . On t h e c o n t r a r y : S i n c e t h e l j u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l would 

p u t A m e r i c a n Jews on an e q u a l f o o t i n g w i t h o t h e r Americand and e n a b l e 

them t o f u n c t i o n i n terms o f what t h e y c o n c e i v e d as t h e m o r a l - p o l i t i c a l 
!1 

i d e a l o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e s e two l o y a l t i e s complemented each o t h e r . 

I n Brandéis 1 v i e w , a Jew who was a Z i o n i s t was a b e t t e r A m e r i c a n 

c i t i z e n t h a n a n o n - Z i o n i s t Jew. 

The Reform ( i n t h e A m e r i c a n J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s sense) Z i o n i s m o f 

Judah L e i b Magnes went even f u r t h e r i n i t s a f f i r m a t i o n o f t h e D i a s p o r a . 

I n Magnes' v i e w , t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e c o u l d s u r j v i v e w i t h o u t l i v i n g i n 
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I s r a e l . The Jews would never a s s i m i l a t e because t h e y were n o t a 
 ^ 1׳

n a t i o n l i k e a l l o t h e r s b u t were u n i q u e because o f t h e Torah founded 
i! 

on u n i v e r s a l m o r a l - e t h n i c a l p r i n c i p l e s , and •by v i r t u r e o f w h i c h t h e y 
i 

were c a p a b l e o f r e m a i n i n g u n i t e d by f r a t e r n a l t i e s as a " w o r l d p e o p l e " 
1• 

no m a t t e r how f a r and wide t h e y were s c a t t e r e d . 

Magnes c l a i m e d t h a t t h e s e d e l i c a t e a f f i l i a t i o n s between a l l Jews 

the w o r l d o v e r e x i s t because o f t h e i r common" s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e . I s r a e l 

was n e c e s s a r y i n h i s v i e w so t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be one p l a c e i n space 

where Judaism's s p i r i t u a l i d e a l was f u l l y r e a l i z e d and where t h e r e 

might a r i s e a J e w i s h s o c i e t y t h a t was m o r a l l y and e t h i c a l l y j u s t i n the s p i r i 

o f the i d e a l s o f t h e Hebrew P r o p h e t s . I n th'is way, t h e J e w i s h model 

s o c i e t y would s t r e n g t h e n t h e a f f i n i t y o f a l l s j Jews f o r T o r a h and, i p s o 

f a c t o , a l s o f o r t i f y t h e i r p h y s i c a l existence". 

But by no means was Magnes t h i n k i n g o f making t h e Jews l i k e a l l 

o t h e r n a t i o n s , j u s t because t h e y p o s e s s e d their- ,"own t e r r i t o r y and 
government. On t h e c o n t r a r y : As a "sp e c i a l ? ] p e o p l e " d i v i n e l y chosen 

f o r a u n i v e r s a l m i s s i o n , t h e Jews ought t o have a p r e s e n c e i n t h e 

D i a s p o r a , t o o . The m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s between,: a homeland w h i c h r e a l i z e s 

t h e s p i r i t u a l i d e a l s o f Judaism w i t h i n a compl e t e s o c i a l - e x i s t e n t i a l 

s e t t i n g , and a D i a s p o r a w h i c h p r e s e r v e s i t s ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r 

would p r o t e c t t h e u n i t y and u n i q u e n e s s o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e . 

!! 
A t h i r d v e r s i o n o f Amer i c a n Z i o n i s m t h a t made a u n i q u e c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n t o t h e Ahad Ha'am o u t l o o k i s t h a t o f M o r d e c a i Menahem K a p l a n . 
To K a p l a n , I s r a e l i s v i t a l t o t h e s u r v i v a l and f u l l development 
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o f J u d a i s m as an a l l - e m b r a c i n g c u l t u r e . But i t cannot s o l v e t h e 
-0 ׳׳

J e w i s h problem by p r o v i d i n g a home f o r a l l 'Jews w i t h i n i t s own 

b o r d e r s , and cannot even s u r v i v e w i t h o u t D i a s p o r a Jews who a r e a 

dynamic p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r i e s i n w h i c h theyjj a r e l i v i n g and, a t t h e 

same t i m e , l o y a l Jews. 
II 

I n K a p l a n 1 s . v e r s i o n , " n e g a t i o n o f t h e D i a s p o r a " i n t h e extreme 

sense was tantamount t o a d e n i a l o f t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r s u c c e s s o f t h e 

J e w i s h n a t i o n a l r e n a i s s a n c e i n I s r a e l . Z i o n i s m , a c c o r d i n g t o K a p l a n , 

c o u l d be r e a l i z e d and a J e w i s h S t a t e s u r v i v e o n l y i f we found a 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e c o h e s i v e n e s s i j o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e when 
j | 

t h e y a r e n o t b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d . And K a p l a n b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s c o u l d be 
'I 

b r o u g h t about. Modern democracy a l l o w s f o r j | t h e s e t t i n g up o f communal 

frameworks t h a t would make an o r g a n i z e d a n d i j t h r i v i n g J e w i s h communal 
I , 

l i f e f e a s i b l e . I n t h e D i a s p o r a , t h i s s o c i e t y would l i v e i n c r e a t i v e 
;1 

t e n s i o n between t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f i t s d i s t i n c t i v e r e l i g i o u s c h a r a c t e r 

and a p o s i t i v e a f f i n i t y f o r t h e h u m a n i s t i c c u l t u r e o f t h e d e m o c r a t i c 

c o u n t r i e s . 
The o r g a n i z e d f l o u r i s h i n g J e w ry o f I s r a e l , meanwhile, would l i v e 

a l o n g t h e l i n e o f i t s own c u l t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . 

U n l i k e Magnes, however, K a p l a n d i d n o t !^content h i m s e l f w i t h 
.1 

l e a v i n g t h e recommended i n t e r a c t i o n s between th e J e w i s h community i n 
!! 

I s r a e l and t h o s e i n t h e D i a s p o r a i l l - d e f i n e d . H i s t h i r d c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t o Z i o n i s t t h o ught was t h e i d e a o f b r i n g i n g Ijthe whole J e w i s h p e o p l e 

J l 
i n t o a s i n g l e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l framework t h a t [ w o u l d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e t h e 



m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s between d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s ] a n d embody the s p i r i t u a l 

p r i n c i p l e t h a t u n i t e s a l l Jews. 

W i t h a c e r t a i n degree o f s c h e m a t i z a t i o n , i t may be s a i d t h a t 

the Z i o n i s m e m i n a t i n g from I s r a e l i t s e l f e s p e c i a l l y i t s p i o n e e r i n g 
!; 

v a r i e t y was i n f o r m e d by a more r e a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e 

H e r z l i a n c o n s t r u c t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f r e a l i z i n g 
i״ 

Z i o n i s m i n I s r a e l and doing• so w i t h t h e speed t h a t H e r z l c o n s i d e r e d 

n e c e s s a r y , whereas A m e r i c a n Z i o n i s m p r o v i d e d a more r e a l i s t i c i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n o f t h e Ahad Ha'am c o n s t r u c t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e a s p i r a t i o n s 

o f D i a s p o r a Jewry. 
I'• 

However, when t h e s t a t e o f I s r a e l came!• i n t o b e i n g a g a i n s t t h e 

background o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f European J e w r y , a moment o f t r u t h 

a r r i v e d w h i c h r e q u i r e d t h e a d h e r e n t s o f b o t h c o n s t r u c t s t o measure 

t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p o s i t i o n a g a i n s t each o t h e r . S i n c e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f t h e s t a t e , p r e c i s e l y a g a i n s t t h e background o f t h e H o l o c a u s t , t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s e n t e r s an e n t i r e l y new phase. 

I t i m m e d i a t e l y becomes o b v i o u s t h a t t h e q u e s t i o n had ceased t o 

be a c o n c e r n o f t h e Z i o n i s t movement alone,!jand had become t h e g e n e r a l 

c o n c e r n o f a l l Jews. Of c o u r s e , b e f o r e f h i s t o o , no s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g 

J e w i s h movement c o u l d i g n o r e Z i o n i s m and t h e o r g a n i z e d community i n 
j| 

I s r a e l . But now t h e v i a b i l i t y o f Z i o n i s t a s p i r a t i o n s c e ased t o be an 
!• 

academic a f f a i r and became one o f de f a c t o r e c o g n i t i o n . The s t a t e o f 
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I s r a e l removed Z i o n i s m from t h e c o n f i n e s ofj| t h e Z i o n i s t movement, 
 1״

b r i n g i n g e n t i r e D i a s p o r a s home and g i v i n g Jews r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n t h e 
h 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l a rena. I s r a e l became a symbol o f J e w i s h u n i t y and a 

f o c u s f o r J e w i s h commitment and inter-relat'èdness. 
•I 

The f a c t t h a t t h e s t a t e came i n t o b e i n g a f t e r t h e H o l o c a u s t 

h e l p e d i n t h e c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n a l l ' c o n s e n s u s . Those a p a t h e t i c 

t o and even v i o l e n t l y opposed t o Z i o n i s m r e c o g n i z e d t h e c r u c i a l 

i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a J e w i s h s t a t e i n modern t i m e s . 
ij 

However, a l l t h i s does n o t mean t h a t Jews were now un a n i m o u s l y i n f a v o r o f Z i o n i s m , What e x i s t e d h e r e was |a de f a c t o acknowledgement 
'i 

o f the a c c u r a c y o f t h e Z i o n i s t f o r e c a s t . The q u e s t i o n s s t i l l remained 

as t o whether i t was p o s s i b l e t o s u p p o r t t h e s t a t e w i t h o u t a c c e p t i n g 

Z i o n i s m as an on g o i n g o b j e c t i v e . 

Here, e s p e c i a l l y where A m e r i c a n Z i o n i s t ' s were" c o n c e r n e d , was t h e 

s o u r c e o f t h e quandary a f t e r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e s t a t e . From 

t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e , i t was v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o j ! d i f f e r e n t i a t e between a 

Z i o n i s t , and a n o n - Z i o n i s t s u p p o r t o f I s r a e l j . What t h e y r e a l i z e d 

was t h a t , i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e s t r u g g l e f o r •'the f u l f i l l m e n t o f 

Z i o n i s m , some f a r - r e a c h i n g t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s t o o k p l a c e i n t h e s i t u a t i o n 

o f Jews b o t h i n t h e D i a s p o r a and i n t h e homeland. 
The f i r s t change was one w h i c h a f f e c t e d J e w i s h i d e n t i t y i n t h e 

¡1 

D i a s p o r a . As I have n o t e d , c l a s s i c a l Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g y concerned i t s e l f 

m a i n l y w i t h Europe. A f t e r t h e H o l o c a u s t , a f t e r t h e I r o n C u r t a i n had 
descended on S o v i e t Jewry, and a f t e r most o f the Jews o f t h e I s l a m i c 
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c o u n t r i e s had come t o I s r a e l , t h e i s s u e o f homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s 

was m a i n l y r e l e v a n t t o A m e r i c a n Jewry and t o s e v e r a l s m a l l e r D i a s p o r a s 

i n t h e f r e e w o r l d . The change was n o t onlyj| g e o g r a p h i c a l b u t q u a l i t a t i v e 

i n n a t u r e , f o r D i a s p o r a Jews who l i v e i n t h e s e a r e a s a r e emancipated 
1 •I 

and i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e l i v e s o f t h e c o u n t r i e s , i n w h i c h t h e y r e s i d e . 

A l l t h i s p r e s e n t e d a p e r p l e x i n g paradox: The H o l o c a u s t t h a t 
h 

p r o v e d t h e accuracy• o f t h e Z i o n i s t propaganda, and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f t h e S t a t e t h a t p r o v e d t h e v i a b i l i t y o f th'e Z i o n i s t s o l u t i o n t o o k 

p l a c e a t t h e same time t h a t t h e E m a n c i p a t i o n , w h i c h had t a k e n a 

d i r e c t i o n o p p o s i t e t o t h e one t a k e n by t h e Z i o n i s t i d e a , a l s o 

a t t a i n e d i t s o b j e c t i v e . There came i n t o b e i n g a w e a l t h y Jewry, w e l l 

i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e modern economic body, o c c u p y i n g a p l a c e o f honor 

i n t h e c u l t u r a l , s c i e n t i f i c , • l i t e r a r y , and a r t i s t i c development o f i t s 

c o u n t r y o f r e s i d e n c e , and a l s o w i e l d i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e p o l i t i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e as a group. 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e " n e g a t i o n of] t h e E x i l e " as l a i d down 

i n c l a s s i c a l Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g y d i d n o t a p p l y i t o t h i s J ewry, w h i c h was 
( I 

not even i n c l i n e d t o d e f i n e i t s e l f as an E x i | l e . Now a new term g a i n e d 

c u r r e n c y : " D i s p e r s i o n . " F u r t h e r m o r e , j u s t 'as a consensus had 
c r y s t a l l i z e d among Jews as t o t h e importance]! o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 

s t a t e o f I s r a e l , a g e n e r a l agreement a l s o d e v e l o p e d t h a t t h e e x i s t e n c e 
i i 

o f t h i s new k i n d o f D i a s p o r a was a c o n d i t i o n l i f o r t h e s u r v i v a l o f t h e 

s t a t e . S t i l l more: A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s c o n s e n s u s , the D i a s p o r a does n o t 

m e r e l y p r o v i d e t h e r e s o u r c e m a t e r i a l f o r t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e homeland. 



Because o f i t s power and w e a l t h , t h e p r e s e n t Dia'spora i s an economic 

and p o l i t i c a l prop f o r t h e S t a t e , i n t h e same way as any economic, 

s o c i a l , and p o l i t i c a l d e c l i n e i n t h e D i a s p o r a i m m e d i a t e l y would make 
 1׳

f o r an economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l s e t b a c k f o r I s r a e l . 
!1 

The p r o c e s s e s o f E m a n c i p a t i o n and A u t o - E m a n c i p a t i o n , w h i c h a t 
 ״:

f i r s t moved i n o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n s , a t t a i n e d t h e i r o b j e c t i v e t o ­

g e t h e r , and t h e new s t a t e and t h e D i a s p o r a s l l i n the f r e e w o r l d had a 

mu t u a l impact on each o t h e r ' s e x i s t e n c e . T h i s r e a l i z a t i o n was what 

l a y b e h i n d t h e quandary o f Z i o n i s t s i n I s r a e l as t o whether t h e s t a t e 

s h o u l d r e g a r d t h e f r e e D i a s p o r a s from an i d e o l o g i c a l s t a n d p o i n t , de­

manding a l i y a h as t h e h i g h e s t e x p r e s s i o n o f i j i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o r , i f what 

was wanted was m a i n l y m o r a l , p o l i t i c a l , and (•economic s u p p o r t , was t h e r e 
<! 

any d i f f e r e n c e between I s r a e l ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s from t h e Z i o n i s t movement 
'1 

abroad, and i t s e x p e c t a t i o n s from J e w i s h n o n ^ Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? Was 
i 

t h e r e p l a c e f o r a d i f f e r e n t s e t o f r e l a t i o n s ] and a d i f f e r e n t p o l i c y 

v i s - a - v i s t h e Z i o n i s t movement than towards •the o t h e r s e c t i o n o f Jewry. 

A l t h o u g h t h e E m a n c i p a t i o n and A u t o - E m a r i c i p a t i o n made g r e a t 
p r o g r e s s a t t h e same t i m e , t h e y a r e b o t h v e r y f a r from e n j o y i n g t h e 

li 

r e s u l t s t o w h i c h t h e y had l o o k e d f o r w a r d . The p o s t - E m a n c i p a t i o n 

D i a s p o r a i s f a r from b e i n g a se r e n e and s e c u r e one. Jews a r e s t i l l on 

t h e d e f e n s i v e , t h e y s t i l l have t o f e a r f u l l y 3 f e e l t h e p u l s e o f t h e 

s e n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e n o n - J e w i s h s o c i e t y and remain a l e r t t o danger. 

And a l r e a d y t h e y f a c e t h e g r a v e problems a r i s i n g from t h e E m a n c i p a t i o n 
i t s e l f : t h e gap between t h e e x t e n t o f t h e p e r s o n a l s u c c e s s e s o f 



i n d i v i d u a l Jews and t h e p a l t r y achievement o f t h e community o f Jewry 

the weakness o f t h e p u b l i c frameworks o f J e w i s h l i f e , w h i c h do not 

command t h e a l l e g i a n c e o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f Jews f o r whom t h e y p r e t e n d 
II 

t o and, a t t h e same t i m e , t h e gap between t h e h i g h l e v e l o f 

J e w i s h achievement i n t h e s e c u l a r w o r l d andjjthe low l e v e l i n t h e 
• I 

J e w i s h c u l t u r a l s p h e r e . 

The q u e s t i o n s a r e : A r e t h e J e w r i e s ofj|the f r e e w o r l d c a p a b l e o f 

stemming t h e t i d e o f t o t a l a s s i m i l a t i o n ? Do t h e y have t h e c a p a c i t y t o 
I 
.1 

m a i n t a i n a l i f e r i c h i n J e w i s h c o n t e n t o u t s i d e t h e e x c l u s i v e communities 

o f extreme Orthodoxy? A r e t h e y c a p a b l e o f s u s t a i n i n g an o n g o i n g , 

s i g n i f i c a n t J e w i s h communal a c t i v i t y ? 

P a r a l l e l q u e s t i o n s have t o be asked c o n c e r n e d t h e s i t u a t i o n o f the 
i! 

newly c r e a t e d s t a t e . From t h e day I s r a e l was b o r n i t has f a c e d an 

i n c r e a s i n g l y w e l l - o r g a n i z e d and i n t e n s e o p p o s i t i o n on t h e p a r t o f t h e 

Arab s t a t e s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n !'granted t h e S t a t e i s not 

u n e q u i v o c a l . W i t h i n I s r a e l i t s e l f t h e r e have come t o t h e f o r e extreme 

t e n s i o n s stemming from two b a s i c f a c t o r s : t h e a b s o r p t i o n o f masses o f 

Jews coming from d i f f e r e n t l a n d s , and t h e u n m i t i g a t e d antagonism 

between t h e Orthodox and t h e s e c u l a r i s t s . 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e s e t e n s i o n s , n o t onlyj| has I s r a e l i s o c i e t y been 

u n d e r g o i n g s e v e r e s h o c k s , b u t t h e r e a r e also]] a p p e a r i n g s i g n s o f a 

growing i n t e r n a l s c h i s m and a d i m i n i s h i n g sense o f s o l i d a r i t y . J e w i s h 
i; J 

t h i n k e r s i n the D i a s p o r a who cont e n d t h a t I s r a e l i Jewry i s a l s o under-
ji 

g o i n g a p r o c e s s o f a s s i m i l a t i o n have grounds f o r s a y i n g t h i s . 
i I 



So a need a r o s e f o r a r e - d e f i n i t i o n ofl| t h e meaning o f t h e term 

• " D i a s p o r a " and a new f o r e c a s t as t o i t s f u t u r e , f o r a r e - h a u l i n g o f 

l i f e - v a l u e i n t h e homeland, and f o r t h e o f a c l e a r -

c u t p o l i c y on homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s jA debate d־ . e v e l o p e d t h a t has 

not y e t been r e s o l v e d . 

T h i s s u r v e y may be summed up by s a y i n g j j t h a t i n t h i s debate we see 

a g a i n t h e two b a s i c c o n s t r u c t s o f H e r z l and:|Ahad Ha'am w i t h w h i c h we 

began our d i s c u s s i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e f o r m e r , t h e J e w i s h D i s p e r s i o n 

i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f t h e f r e e w o r l d s h o u l d s t i l l be seen as a D i a s p o r a , 

r a t h e r l i k e t h e Western European D i a s p o r a b e f o r e t h e H o l o c a u s t . The 
 i׳

t r a n q u i l i t y and s e c u r i t y of,,the Jews o f the l|f r e e w o r l d a r e u n s t a b l e 

phenomena w h i c h a r e l i a b l e t o sudden d i s r u p t i o n , and Western Jews are 

l i a b l e t o f i n d t h e m s e l v e s s u d d e n l y f a c e d w i t h a new wave o f a n t i -
i l 

s e m i t i s m . On t h e o t h e r hand, a s s i m i l a t i o n rages apace. C e r t a i n l y , 

c ontemporary D i a s p o r a Jewry i s n o t an o p p r e s s e d and backward one. 

But t h e y do n o t have t h e independent means t o s a f e g u a r d t h e i r r i g h t s , 

and t h e y do not p o s s e s s t h e b a s i s f o r any s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i a l and 

s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i t y . A l l t h e s e t h i n g s a r e p o s s i b l e o n l y i n I s r a e l . 

But I s r a e l i t s e l f i s not a f i n i s h e d achievement. So l o n g as a 

m a j o r i t y o f Jews a r e n o t l i v i n g t h e r e , and so l o n g as I s r a e l has not 

surmounted t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f immigrant a b s o r p t i o n and s e t t l e m e n t , 
,! 

a c h i e v e d a f i r m economic and c u l t u r a l f o o t i n g , i t w i l l n o t be a b l e t o 
• i 

f u n c t i o n p r o p e r l y as t h e c o u n t r y o f t h e e n t i r e J e w i s h p e o p l e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

I s r a e l cannot y e t g u a r a n t e e i t s own s e c u r i t y v i s a v i s t h e Arab s t a t e s 



and t h e r e s t o f t h e w o r l d . There i s s t i l l much t o be done, t h e n , and 

t h e D i a s p o r a s h o u l d c o n c e n t r a t e on p r o v i d i n g r e s o u r c e s f o r t h e 

growth, s t r e n g t h e n i n g , and development o f t h e s t a t e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e Ahad Ha'am c o n s t r u c t , | ! t h e D i s p e r s i o n i n t h e f r e e 

w o r l d i s not a " D i a s p o r a . " The Jews o f the||West have p r o v e n the m s e l v e s 

c a p a b l e o f s u s t a i n i n g an o r g a n i z e d cornmunalj| l i f e , o f l a y i n g a s o l i d 

base f o r J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n and J e w i s h s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i t y , and o f 

d e f e n d i n g t h e i r own r i g h t s by t h e i r own s t r e n g t h . The s t a t e o f I s r a e l , 

c e r t a i n l y , o f f e r s t h e advantages o f complete J e w i s h l i v i n g , i s a f o c u s 

o f J e w i s h a c t i v i t y , and s y m b o l i z e s t h e u n i t y and t h e m u t u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

o f a l l s e c t i o n s o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e . But i t a l s o has some d e f i c i e n c i e s 

w h i c h t h e D i a s p o r a can s u p p l y . T h e r e f o r e , t h e a f f i l i a t i o n o f t h e Jews 

o f t h e f r e e w o r l d t o I s r a e l i s n o t a o n e - s i d e d dependence o r a sub­

o r d i n a t e r o l e . I n t h i s c a s e , t h e c e t e r , t o o , i s dependent on t h e 

p e r i p h e r y , w h i c h has a base and s u b s t a n c e o f i t s own. 

From t h i s s t a n d p o i n t , I s r a e l i s a f i n i s h e d achievement. To be 

s u r e , i t s t i l l r e q u i r e s g r o w t h , s t r e n g t h e n i n g and development. I t has 
i! 

t o a bsorb Jews coming from p l a c e s o f d i s t r e s s , and a c h i e v e peace and 

i n t e r n a l s t a b i l i t y . But. a l l t h i s s h o u l d be||looked upon i n terms o f 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n , n o t i n t h o s e o f the " c o m p l e t i n g " o f an u n d e r t a k i n g . I n 

i t s b r o a d , g e n e r a l l i n e s t h e Z i o n i s t v e n t u r e i s an a c c o m p l i s h e d f a c t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s c o n s t r u c t , homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s a r e 

r e l a t i o n s between independent c e n t e r s , e x i s t i n g s i d e by s i d e , and 
h e l p i n g e a ch o t h e r i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h L h e i r r e s p e c t i v e q u a l i t i e s and 
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c a p a c i t i e s . These r e l a t i o n s a r e viewed i n terms of c o o p e r a t i o n aimed 

a t t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n and c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f a n j | e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n . 

Even though t h e i d e o l o g i c a l debate hasljnot been d e c i d e d , i t would 

appear t h a t , p r a c t i c a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e AhadjJHa'am l i n e o f t h o ught has 

won t h e day i n b o t h t h e D i a s p o r a and Israel'.- T h i s i s more c o n v e n i e n t 
.1 

f o r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f b o t h p a r t i e s , m a i n l y f o r r e a s o n s o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

independence. I s r a e l ' s l e a d e r s wanted t o e x p l o i t t o t h e f u l l e s t t h e 

r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f J e w i s h s o v e r e i g n t y , andj[was l e d t o c r e a t e t h e 

f e e l i n g t h a t w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e s t a t e , t h e Z i o n i s t movement 

had a c c o m p l i s h e d i t s m i s s i o n . T h i s e x p r e s s e d i t s e l f most c l e a r l y on 

t h e d o m e s t i c f r o n t , i n s uch a r e a s as t h e economy, s e t t l e m e n t , s o c i a l 

w e l f a r e , t h e a b s o r p t i o n o f o l i m (Jews coming t o s e t t l e i n I s r a e l ) , and 

e d u c a t i o n . A l l t h e s e f u n c t i o n s passed from !;voluntary s o c i a l o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n s t o t h e p u r v i e w o f a c e n t r a l i z e d g o v e r n m e n t a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

As a r e s u l t , i t was no l o n g e r p o s s i b l e t o as'sign any p r a c t i c a l meaning 

t o t h e c o n c e p t f o r p e o p l e a c t u a l l y l i v i n g in] I s r a e l , " Z i o n i s t " , e x c e p t 

so f a r as t h e f u l f i l m e n t o f c i v i c d u t i e s were c o n c e r n e d . 
j l 

The f e e l i n g t h a t Z i o n i s m had a c h i e v e d i t s o b j e c t i v e a l s o e x p r e s s e d 

i t s e l f i n t h e a r e a o f I s r a e l - D i a s p o r a r e l a t i o n s . The d i r e c t i n v o l v e ­

ment o f t h e D i a s p o r a Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s h i p t h r o u g h t h e World Z i o n i s t 

O r g a n i z a t i o n i n d e c i s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g s e t t l e m e n t , economy, and s o c i e t y 

i n I s r a e l was t e r m i n a t e d . A p r i n c i p l e was l a i d down t h a t t h e D i a s p o r a 

J e w i s h l e a d e r s h i p would o p e r a t e i n i t s sphere and t h e I s r a e l i g overnmental 

i n s t i t u t i o n s would f u n c t i o n i n t h e i r s , and t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s between 



them would be t h o s e o f two s e p a r a t e , d i s t i n c t b o d i e s i n c o o p e r a t i o n . 
I ! 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t such r e l a t i o n s s h o u l d e x p r e s s themselves i n economic 

and p o l i t i c a l s u p p o r t , and n o t i n a l i y a h . F o r an a l i y a h t h a t 

o r i g i n a t e s n o t out o f t h e n e g a t i v e m o t i v e of economic o r p o l i t i c a l 

h a r s h i p and a n t i - S e m i t i s m , but because o f t h e p o s i t i v e sense o f 

n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y f e l t by i n d i v i d u a l Jews, a t t r a c t i n g them t o make 

t h e i r homes i n I s r a e l , s u ch as a l i y a h r e q u i r e s t h e c r e a t i o n o f a 

d i r e c t sense o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n and i n v o l v e m e n t , making i t p o s s i b l e f o r 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l o l i m , t h r o u g h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o w h i c h t h e y b e l o n g , 

t o i n f l u e n c e t h e a b s o r p t i o n p r o c e s s i n I s r a e l . 

I n a c t u a l f a c t , I s r a e l ' s Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s h i p has s t o p p e d p o s i n g 

a l i y a h as i t s main demand o f t h e Jews o f the f r e e w o r l d . The assumption 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o a l i y a h was t h a t a l l e f f o r t s . h a v e t o be c o n c e n t r a t e d on 

b r i n g i n g t h e Jews from c o u n t r i e s i n w h i c h th'ey s u f f e r p e r s e c u t i o n . The 

Jews o f t h e f r e e w o r l d would c o n t r i b u t e t h e !'material r e s o u r c e s needed 

f o r t h e a b s o r p t i o n o f t h e s e v i c t i m s . T h e i r j r e w a r d would be a newly 

g a i n e d p r i d e , t h e c r e a t i o n o f a f o c u s o f J e w i s h communal a c t i v i t y , 

and a d i r e c t a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h t h e l i v i n g symbol o f t h e u n i t y o f t h e 

J e w i s h p e o p l e . 

I t s h o u l d cause no s u r p r i s e , therefore,!• t h a t t h e Z i o n i s t l e a d e r ­

s h i p i n I s r a e l s t a r t e d s p e a k i n g i n Ahad Ha'am terms about r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h t h e Jews o f t h e f r e e w o r l d , i n t h e sense t h a t r e l a t i o n s between 
I I 

t h e two c e n t e r s s t a n d i n g s i d e by s i d e were d e f i n e d as r e l a t i o n s between 

" t h e c e n t e r " and " t h e p e r i p h e r y . " 
ij 
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There was a p a r a d o x i c a l element i n t h i s . A l e a d e r s h i p t h a t had 

r e j e c t e d t h e Ahad Ha'am o u t l o o k b e f o r e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e s t a t e 

s e i z e d a t t h e Ahad Ha'am l i n e a f t e r i t s e x i s t e n c e was a f a c t . The 
I! 

p a i n f u l paradox i s comp l e t e d by t h e f a c t t h a t , b a s i c a l l y , t h e use o f 

Ahad Ha'am's t e r m i n o l o g y was no more t h a n a|jhollow r h e t o r i c a l c o v e r . 

C e r t a i n l y t h e mere e x i s t e n c e o f t h e J e w i s h s t a t e made D i a s p o r a Jewry 

proud and s t r a i g h t e n e d t h e i r b a c k s , s i n c e i t p r o v i d e s them w i t h a 

symbol o f J e w i s h u n i t y and s o l i d a r i t y . B u t l j i s t h a t what Ahad Ha' am 
I! 

meant by " s p i r i t u a l c e n t e r " ? D i d he have i n mind s o l e l y economic 
lj 

and p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y ? 

What Ahad Ha'am was a i m i n g a t was a c l a i m t h a t t h e c e n t e r had upon 
i! 

t h e p e r i p h e r y f o r a f u l l e r , more c o m p l e t e J e w i s h l i f e , w i t h I s r a e l 

s e r v i n g t h e D i a s p o r a as a s o u r c e o f s p i r i t u a l i n s p i r a t i o n . The t r u t h 

t o be d e r i v e d from a c o m p a r i s o n between t h e i j r e a l i t y s i n c e t h e e s t a b -

l i s h m e n t o f t h e s t a t e and what e x i s t e d p r e v i o u s l y i s t h a t i n s p i r a t i o n 

i s o n l y g e n e r a t e d by a c t i v e i n v o l v e m e n t . Trie c e s s a t i o n o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

c r e a t e s a dynamic o f estrangement between groups bent on f l a u n t i n g t h e i r 

independence o f each o t h e r . The s i g n s o f tn'is a l i e n a t i o n a r e q u i t e 

e v i d e n t t o d a y . I n I s r a e l t h e r e i s an i n c l i n a t i o n towards " I s r a e l i " 

r a t h e r t h a n " J e w i s h " i d e n t i t y . W h i l e i n t h e D i a s p o r a an i d e o l o g y has 

ta k e n h o l d a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h D i a s p o r a - I s r a e l r e l a t i o n s a r e seen i n 

terms o f " B a b y l o n " and " J e r u s a l e m " ( w i t h t o d a y ' s D i a s p o r a , m a i n l y 

A merican Jewry, seen as t h e modern c o u n t e r p a r t o f t h e e c o n o m i c a l l y , 

1 

I 
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s o c i a l l y , , and above a l l c u l t u r a l l y and s p i r i t u a l l y s u p e r i o r B a b y l o n i a n 

J e w ry o f t h e T a l m u d i c p e r i o d ) . From t i m e t o t i m e , t o be s u r e , when 

t h e e x i s t e n c e o f I s r a e l seems d i r e c t l y t h r e a t e n e d , t h e estrangement 

i s d i s p e l l e d and Jews o f a l l k i n d c l o s e r a n k s i n a show o f s o l i d a r i t y . 

The l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n o f a l l t h i s i s s i m p l y t h a t t h e a s s u m p t i o n 

t h a t t h e s t a t e o f I s r a e l i s a f i n i s h e d achievement o f t h e Z i o n i s t 

movement i s premature. Only a m i n o r i t y , though a m i n o r i t y 

i s l i v i n g t h e r e ; t h e c o u n t r y ' s s e t t l e m e n t and economic base i s weak and 

not y e t s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ; I s r a e l i s o c i e t y c o n t a i n s many t e n s i o n s 

stemming from t h e p r o c e s s o f t h e a l i y a h a b s o r p t i o n w h i c h i s f a r from 

o v e r ; t h e r e i s as y e t no c l e a r consensus a s j j t o i t s J e w i s h c h a r a c t e r ; 

and peace between I s r a e l and t h e Arabs i s s t i l l v e r y f a r o f f . 

On t h e o t h e r hand, t h e D i a s p o r a i s a l s o f a r from h a v i n g s o l v e d i t s 

p r oblems. The Jews o f some p a r t s o f t h e D i a s p o r a s t i l l have t o s t r u g g l e 
•1 

t o save the m s e l v e s by immediate a l i y a h , w h i l e o t h e r s e c t i o n s a r e 

h u r t l i n g a t f r i g h t e n i n g speed toward t o t a l a s s i m i l a t i o n . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o d e s c r i b e such a s i t u a t i o n as a f u l f i l l m e n t o f 
•I 

t h e Z i o n i s t v i s i o n . :' 
T h e r e f o r e , we have t o e n v i s a g e a s e t o f homeland-Diaspora r e l a t i o n s 

based on t h e o p p o s i t e a s s u m p t i o n — t h a t t h e m i s s i o n i s not y e t a c c o m p l i s h e d , 
tl 

and t h a t what i s needed i s n o t m e r e l y h e l p i n c o n s o l i d a t i o n , b u t f u l l 
II 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t , and l a y i n g t h e 

s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e s t a t e so t h a t i t s h a l l be a b l e 
I 

t o cope w i t h i t s own problems and w i t h those| 

as a w h o l e . 

o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e 



- 38 -

Towards t h i s end, D i a s p o r a Jewry has t o p l a y a f o r m a t i v e p a r t 

i n I s r a e l i l i f e . Such a c o n t r i b u t i o n i s e x p r e s s e d f i r s t and fore m o s t 

•in a l i y a h . 

T h i s does n o t , however, mean a s i m p l i s t i c r e t u r n t o H e r z l i a n i s m . 

Our d i s c u s s i o n has shown, I t h i n k , t h a t b o t h t h e H e r z l and t h e Ahad 
i 

Ha'am l i n e were o n e - s i d e d and u n r e a l i s t i c w i t h r e s p e c t t o a c e r t a i n 

s e c t o r o f h i s t o r i c e x p e r i e n c e . The f r e e D i a s p o r a i s i n t h e m i d d l e o f 
1• 

an e x t r e m e l y dangerous p r o c e s s o f a s s i m i l a t i o n , and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 

f o r e s e e a s o l i d f u t u r e f o r i t . But i t m u s t j j s u r v i v e f o r a l o n g time and 

i n o r d e r t h a t i t can--and a l s o so t h a t i t may be a r e s o u r c e f o r t h e 

u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e state־-it must s t r e n g t h e n l j i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n t e n s i f y 

i t s s p i r i t u a l c r e a t i v i t y , and e x p l o i t e v e r y i | f a v o r a b l e c o n d i t i o n i n t h e 

D i a s p o r a t h a t might be a b l e t o h e l p towards !!this end. 

There i s no c o n t r a d i c t i o n between t h e D i a s p o r a ' s d u t y towards 

i t s e l f and i t s d u t y toward I s r a e l . On t h e c o n t r a r y : The two complement 

each o t h e r . Of c o u r s e , t h e r w i l l always b e ! c o m p e t i t i o n on p r a c t i c a l 

terms i n t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f r e s o u r c e s between t h e needs of t h e D i a s p o r a 

and I s r a e l . But f u n d a m e n t a l l y , t h e r e i s a s t r o n g c o n n e c t i o n between 

t h e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f t h e D i a s p o r a and an i n c r e a s e i n p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f I s r a e l . 

I n t h i s r e s p e c t , t h e r e f o r e , A.D. GordonVs v i e w seems to me t h e 

most c r e a t i v e and i n c i s i v e one. But i t needs s u p p l e m e n t a t i o n w i t h 

many a u t h e n t i c elements i n Z i o n i s t thought from t h e b e g i n n i n g t i l l , our 
II 
¡1 

I 



 ־ 39 -

t i m e . I t a l s o needs u p d a t i n g based on a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s o f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n o f t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . 
P 

On t h e b a s i s o f t h i s t w o - s i d e d and r e a l i s t i c t h o u g h t - c o n s t r u c t , 
w h i c h aims a t s u s t a i n i n g t h e D i a s p o r a w h i l e not abandoning th e ongoing 

s t r u g g l e f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e u p b u i l d i n g o f t h e homeland, we must 

come up w i t h new o r g a n i z a t i o n a l t o o l s and methods o f i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

* 


