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Foreword 

Several years ago the D a l l a s Chapter o f the American Jewish Committee (AJC) 

evaluated s o c i a l s t u d i e s textbooks used i n the D a l l a s Independent School 

D i s t r i c t (DISD) i n order t o determine how r a c i a l and c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

were handled. The study found t h a t although content had improved i n new 

textbooks, stereotypes and b i a s were s t i l l frequent. As a r e s u l t o f the 

f i n d i n g s o f the study, AJC requested t h a t another study be undertaken to 

deal s p e c i f i c a l l y w ith the treatment o f Jews and Jewish h i s t o r y i n s o c i a l 

s t u d i e s textbooks used i n the D a l l a s Independent School D i s t r i c t . The 

f o l l o w i n g i s a r e p o r t o f the completed study. 
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Report on Jews i n World H i s t o r y Textbooks 

In the United States the f a c t i s g e n e r a l l y accepted that people 

are equal. Students must be cognizant, however, th a t t h i s does not 

mean that a l l people must be the same. An important element o f t h e i r 

education i s d i s c o v e r i n g , accepting, and r e s p e c t i n g l i k e n e s s e s and d i f ­

ferences among groups w i t h i n t h i s p l u r a l i s t i c s o c i e t y . 

One group o f people who have o f t e n been overlooked i n the h i s t o r y 

textbooks i s the Jews. There are s e v e r a l reasons why i n c l u s i o n o f the 

Jews i s important to a complete r e c o r d i n g of the h i s t o r y o f the world. 

F i r s t , Jewish h i s t o r y i s a record^of events almost unequaled i n i t s 

c o n t i n u i t y and impact. Second, Judaism as a r e l i g i o n and an e t h i c a l 

system has had a major impact on both Western and Near Eastern c i v i ­

l i z a t i o n as r e f l e c t e d i n C h r i s t i a n i t y and Islam. T h i r d , Jews have 

c o n t r i b u t e d enormously to a r t , s c i e n c e , philosophy, commerce, and law. 

Last, but h a r d l y l e a s t , anti-Semitism has been perpetuated throughout 

h i s t o r y due to ignorance about Jews. 

Formation o f the Committee 

The Board of D i r e c t o r s o f the D a l l a s Chapter o f the American 

Jewish Committee (AJC) organized a committee to study the treatment o f 

Jews i n the c u r r e n t l y adopted s o c i a l s t u d i e s textbooks. D a l l a s Independent 

School D i s t r i c t (DISD) accepted an o f f e r t o cooperate i n the study. A 

f a c u l t y member from North Texas S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y was a l s o appointed to 

a s s i s t the committee. 
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The f i r s t meeting was h e l d i n the Spring o f 1978. The group 

decided to focus p r i m a r i l y on world h i s t o r y t e x t s used i n the DISD 

high schools. The f o l l o w i n g were chosen to be evaluated: 

People and Our World; A Study o f World H i s t o r y by Kownslar, A l l a n 0. 
and Smart, Terry L., H o l t , Rinehart and Winston (New York, 1977). 

The Ecumene: Sto r y o f Humanity by M c N e i l l , W i l l i a m , Harper & Row 
(New York, 1973). 

The Human Expression: A H i s t o r y o f Peoples and T h e i r Cultures by 
Welty, Paul Thomas, J.B. L i p p i n c o t t Co. ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1977). 

Purposes o f the Study 

The committee set up the f o l l o w i n g purposes before proceeding w i t h 

the e v a l u a t i o n o f the textbooks: 

1. To examine each textbook to a s c e r t a i n i f f a i r and accurate 

treatment o f Jews and Jewish h i s t o r y was included; 

2. To examine each textbook to determine the degree o f i n c l u s i o n 

o f r e l e v a n t and important Jewish h i s t o r y and i t s impact on 

world c i v i l i s a t i o n ; 

3. To examine the DISD b a s e l i n e documents, teacher a c t i v i t y books, 

and modules to determine accuracy and completeness o f m a t e r i a l s 

on Jewish h i s t o r y which both complement and augment the textbook. 

The committee a l s o agreed on the f o l l o w i n g statement concerning t h e i r 

purposes; 

"We were cautious not to supplant one set o f biases f o r another. 
We are fundamentally opposed t o the i n c l u s i o n o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s 
and d o c t r i n e i n t o a teaching system which ought to' be n e u t r a l on 
such matters. Therefore, our approach was to t r e a t Jewish h i s t o r y 
as the h i s t o r y o f a people and not as a r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y . We sought 
only to i n c l u d e the aspects o f Jewish h i s t o r y which were a l s o seminal 
events i n world h i s t o r y as found on page 45 o f the S o c i a l Studies 
b a s e l i n e document c u r r i c u l u m f o r DISD." 



Procedure Followed by Committee 

The f o l l o w i n g step-by-step procedure was followed by the committee 

1. The committee f i r s t reviewed books by recognized a u t h o r i t i e s 

on Jewish h i s t o r y i n order to achieve a common base o f 

knowledge. Each committee member became f a m i l i a r w i t h one 

p e r i o d o f Jewish h i s t o r y . 

2. The committee u t i l i z e d g u i d e l i n e s developed by Dr. Gladys Rosen 

As s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r o f the American Jewish Committee's Jewish 

Communal A f f a i r s Department. 

3. Textbooks were f i r s t reviewed f o r content. Events were looked 

at f o r i n c l u s i o n or omission. 

4. Coverage was next evaluated f o r h i s t o r i c a l accuracy, c l a r i t y , 

d i s t o r t i o n , and c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l b i a s . The committee's 

f i n d i n g s were then shared w i t h a number of experts on Jewish 

h i s t o r y . T h e i r comments and c r i t i c i s m s were incorp o r a t e d i n t o 

the e v a l u a t i o n s . 

5. The committee broadened i t s o r i g i n a l scope t o examine the 

ba s e l i n e documents o f DISD and teacher's a c t i v i t y book per­

t a i n i n g t o World H i s t o r y . 

6. The committee a l s o examined the American C u l t u r e s Studies 

module on the Jewish-Americans. 

M a t e r i a l s Developed 

The committee and s p e c i a l a s s i s t a n t s wrote m a t e r i a l s that may be 

ed by teachers o f World H i s t o r y or American Cultures S t u d i e s . The 
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f o l l o w i n g m a t e r i a l s were developed and are i n c l u d e d i n the study: 

1. C r i t e r i a f o r the Examination and E v a l u a t i o n of S o c i a l Studies 

Textbooks and Other I n s t r u c t i o n a l M a t e r i a l s ... by Dr. Gladys Rosen 

2. Addendum to S o c i a l Studies Baseline Document, World H i s t o r y 

Curriculum ... by Dr. Leora Baron 

3. E v a l u a t i o n o f the t e x t s : 

People and Our World 

The Human Expression 

The Ecumene 

4. Chronology o f Jewish H i s t o r y 

5. American Cultures Studies U n i t Module on Jewish Americans 

6. B i b l i o g r a p h y 

Conclusions 

1. The committee does not advocate the teaching o f Judaism i n 

the schools as a r e l i g i o n . They do, however, f e e l t h a t the Jews as a 

people w i t h over 4,000 years o f h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u i t y should have a 

r i g h t f u l place i n s o c i a l s t u d i e s textbooks. 

The three textbooks examined by the committee e x h i b i t e d a l a c k o f 

any sense o f c o n t i n u i t y o f Jewish h i s t o r y . A l l o f the books contained a 

number of e r r o r s and some b i a s . 

The greatest complaint of the committee concerned omissions, with 

Jewish h i s t o r y being fragmented r a t h e r than continuous. The Jewish 

c o n t r i b u t i o n to c i v i l i z a t i o n i s minimized and to some degree t r i v i a l i z e d 

i n the textbooks. 
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2. The Jewish-American module and teacher a c t i v i t y book f o r s o c i a l 

s t u d i e s (world h i s t o r y ) were s e r i o u s l y flawed i n respect to Jewish h i s t o r y . 

For example, the a c t i v i t y book d i d not even mention the Holocaust or the 

uses o f anti-Semitism by Nazi Germany. But i t d i d ask the students to w r i t e 

an essay on such minor . items as Unter den Linden, a s t r e e t i n B e r l i n . The 

committee wrote suggested r e v i s i o n s o f these documents. 

3. Since none o f the textbooks was s u f f i c i e n t l y f r e e o f omissions 

or f l a w s , the students are even more dependent on the teacher's classroom 

resources. Therefore, i t i s a l l t h a t more important t h a t a f u l l y adequate 

teacher resource manual be a v a i l a b l e and i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g i n c l u d e the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f Jewish h i s t o r y . The committee has attached resources 

t h a t teachers may use w i t h the t e x t s . 
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CRITERIA FOR THE EXAMINATION AND EVALUATION OF 
SOCIAL STUDIES TEXTBOOKS AND OIHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

by Dr. Gladys Rosen 
American Jewish Committee 

The fundamental c r i t e r i o n i s t h a t o f i n c l u s i o n -- to what extent m a t e r i a l about 
Jews i s presented as p a r t o f the t o t a l h i s t o r y . For t h i s purpose the AJC guide­
l i n e s , which are both conceptual and s u b s t a n t i v e , can serve as an i n d i c a t i o n o f 
s a t i s f a c t o r y performance. B l a t a n t e r r o r s o f omission and commission can e a s i l y 
be discerned. The f o l l o w i n g questions can serve as a guide to the success o r 
lack o f success of the textbooks or other m a t e r i a l s i n the treatment o f Jews. 

A. World H i s t o r y 

1. How i s the B i b l i c a l p e r i o d t r e a t e d i n terms o f concepts d e r i v e d from 
the B i b l e which became p a r t o f the western c u l t u r a l baggage? 

2. Are the Jews t r e a t e d as an obsolete remnant o f a past c i v i l i z a t i o n ? 

3. To what extent i s there r e c o g n i t i o n o f c r e a t i v e and p h y s i c a l con­
t i n u i t y o f the Jewish people i n the p o s t - B i b l i c a l period? 

4. Does the volume recognize the Jewish r o o t s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y ? 

5. Does the account o f the c r u c i f i x i o n imply t h a t a l l Jews wished to 
put Jesus t o death, and the k i l l i n g was a c t u a l l y committed by Jews? 

6. Jews played an important r o l e i n the development o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
trade and economic growth during the Middle Ages. Is there any 
mention o f them from the f i r s t century through the Middle Ages? 
Many t e x t s omit the f a c t o f t h e i r e x i s t e n c e e n t i r e l y due to the 
i n f l u e n c e o f the C h r i s t i a n world outlook. 

7. Is the emphasis on p e r s e c u t i o n only o r i s there some sense o f i n ­
t e r n a l development and i n t e l l e c t u a l and economic achievement against 
great odds? 

8. To what extent i s there any i n d i c a t i o n o f the Jewish d i a s p o r a and the 
development o f community i n various lands o f residence, e s p e c i a l l y 
Eastern Europe? 

9. Is there any i n d i c a t i o n o f the post-Emancipation Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l 
ferment which produced such movements as the Haskalah, Zionism and 
r e l i g i o u s reform? 

10. Is there an adequate account o f the Nazi treatment o f m i n o r i t i e s 
during the Holocaust p e r i o d w i t h i t s s p e c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the 
Jewish people? 

11. Is there a balanced and comprehensive d i s c u s s i o n o f the Z i o n i s t 
movement and the establishment o f the S t a t e p f I s r a e l as an aspect 
o f Jewish h i s t o r y and as a p a r t o f a world movement toward n a t i o n a l 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ? 
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SUMMARY EVALUATION: PEOPLE AND OUR WORLD 

by A l l a n Kownslar and Terry Smart 
H o l t , Rinehart, § Winston 

People and Our World probably scored the best on the treatment of Jewish 
h i s t o r y as compared to The Ecumene and The Human Expression. On the 
eleven point c r i t e r i a proposed by Dr. Rosen, the book was e x c e l l e n t i n two 
areas, adequate i n three, and below average o r poor i n s i x . 

The book does not g i v e a good sense o f the h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u i t y o f the Jewish 
people, a problem found i n the other books. I t s treatment o f B i b l i c a l h i s t o r y 
was adequate and the treatment o f the C r u c i f i x i o n and the Jewish o r i g i n s o f 
C h r i s t i a n i t y was a l s o much b e t t e r than the other two books. 

The book dwells on Jewish l i f e i n Eastern Europe, but demonstrated a mis­
conception that Jews chose to g h e t t o i z e themselves. The Holocaust was 
given l i m i t e d treatment, and the s e c t i o n on the Middle East makes I s r a e l look 
l i k e a country i n constant aggression w i t h i t s ' Arab neighbors. 

The book has a good system o f review e x e r c i s e s , c h a r t s and summaries at the 
end o f each s e c t i o n , and i t was d i s a p p o i n t i n g t h a t these review m a t e r i a l s 
didn't c o n t a i n anything on Jewish h i s t o r y . 





PEOPLE AND OUR WORLD 

by 

la n 0. Kownslar and Terry L. Smart 

A Study o f World H i s t o r y 

Published by 
H o l t , Rinehart and Winston 

1977 
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GENERAL COMMENT: The constant reference t o "Hebrews" throughout the book, i n s t e a d 

o f c a l l i n g them "Jews" needs f u r t h e r c l a r i f i c a t i o n . I t might be 

mi s i n t e r p r e t e d as not being the same people. "Hebrews" d e r i v e s 

from "Eber," the descendant o f Shem and the f o r e f a t h e r o f Abraham. 

Eber a l s o means "the r e g i o n beyond" as i n Joshua 24:2, Ever-ha-

Nahar - the country on the other si d e o f the r i v e r (Euphrates, 

Abraham's b i r t h p l a c e ) . Hence, the Canaanites c a l l e d the people 

who migrated from beyond the Euphrates - Hebrews. In the B i b l e 

the people u s u a l l y c a l l e d themselves I s r a e l i t e s (descendants o f 

Jacob). They used the term "Hebrews" mainly when speaking t o 

f o r e i g n e r s , or when opposing other n a t i o n s . E a r l y Greek and 

Roman w r i t e r s used only the term "Hebrews;" l a t e r w r i t e r s a l s o 

used the expression, "Jews." The word, "Jew" i s d e r i v e d from 

thé Hebrew, "Yehuda," or "Judah," meaning "praiseworthy." The 

t r i b e o f Judah, one o f the twelve t r i b e s o f I s r a e l , were de­

scendants o f Judah, the f o u r t h son o f Jacob. A f t e r e x i l e to 

Babylonia, the term, Jew, came t o be used synonymously with 

Hebrew and I s r a e l i t e . 

Unit 1 THE WORLD OF THE ANCIENT MIDDLE EAST 

S e c t i o n 1 " E a r l y Peoples o f the Middle East" 

Page 36 

Quotation: 

Inaccuracy: 

(At the top o f the page) "The Hebrews were l e d f i r s t by Abraham 

and then by Isaac and Jacob, h i s sons." 

This i s ina c c u r a t e as Jacob was Abraham's grandson. 
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Page 36 

Quotation : 

Inaccuracy : 

GENERAL COMMENT; 

Page 38 

Quotation 

" B e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g s were constructed i n Jerusalem. Among these 

was the great Temple, p a r t s o f which s t i l l s t a n d . " 

No p a r t o f the f i r s t Temple i s s t i l l s t a n d ing. Part o f the w a l l 

which surrounded the second Temple i s present today. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the c i t y o f Jerusalem i n r e l i g i o n : Jerusalem 

has been the c a p i t a l o f I s r a e l ever s i n c e David e s t a b l i s h e d h i s 

throne about 1000 B.C.E., and has been the Holy C i t y o f Judaism 

from the time David had the Ark o f the Covenant borne i n triumph 

i n t o Jerusalem and Solomon b u i l t the Temple t o house i t on Mount 

Moriah. Jerusalem has a l s o been c a l l e d Z i on, the c i t a d e l o f 

j u s t i c e and f a i t h , s i n c e the days o f the prophets I s a i a h and 

Jeremiah. Jeremiah witnessed the t r a g i c events i n the h i s t o r y 

o f Judea t h a t ended i n the d e s t r u c t i o n o f Jerusalem and i n the 

e x i l e t o Babylon (586 B.C.E.). H i s prophecies f o r e t e l l the doom 

of h i s people as punishment f o r t h e i r s i n s . He a l s o prophesied 

t h a t redemption could be gained through moral behavior. "The 

people w i l l s u r v i v e o n l y i f they uphold j u s t i c e , and each person 

i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h i s own a c t s . At the end o f days, the Lord 

w i l l b r i n g the people o f I s r a e l back from t h e i r c a p t i v i t y , and 

a righteous I s r a e l w i l l dwell i n s a f e t y i n h i s own l a n d . " Jews 

c o n t i n u a l l y hoped and prayed f o r r e t u r n t o and r e s t o r a t i o n o f 

Zion and Jerusalem. 

"These laws became known as the Ten Commandments. They governed 

the a c t i o n s o f the Hebrews i n t h e i r r e l i g i o u s , f a m i l y and com­

munity l i f e . " 
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Comment : 

Page 39 

Quotation: 

Inaccuracy : 

Page 39 

Quotation: 

Page 39 

Quotation : 

The Ten Commandments, according t o the l i t e r a l B i b l i c a l r e ading, 

are the d i v i n e laws, spoken by God to Moses and w r i t t e n on two 

t a b l e t s o f stone. They represent the highest laws i n Judaism, 

and the source of Jewish law and e t h i c s . The S i n a i t i c r e v e l a t i o n 

i s not confined t o the "Ten Commandments." The "Ten Commandments? 

are the best known elements o f the " i n s t r u c t i o n " o r "law" o f the 

Jews which they b e l i e v e d emanated from God through Moses. 

"Some o f the Hebrews s t i l l h e l d to t h e i r b e l i e f i n one god. 

They were c a l l e d prophets." 

There arose i n I s r a e l , i n d i v i d u a l s who b i t t e r l y opposed the 

d i l u t i o n o f s t r i c t monotheism and the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f pagan 

r i t e s and p r a c t i c e s i n t o I s r a e l i t e s o c i e t y . These were the 

p r o p h e t s . . . 

"The Hebrews worshipped o n l y one god, whom they c a l l e d Yahweh." 

The meaning o f the word "Yahweh" i s l o s t t o h i s t o r y . This name 

i s never pronounced, as i t i s considered too sacred. The Hebrew 

word "Adonai" meaning "My Lord" i s most commonly s u b s t i t u t e d i n 

Jewish prayer today. 

,,The Hebrew r e l i g i o n i s c a l l e d e t h i c a l monotheism because i t 

encourages worship o f one god and because i t teaches t h a t t h i s 

god r e q u i r e s proper conduct on the p a r t o f the people." 
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Change o f 
Wording 

Page 40 

Quotation: 

Comment : 

Quotation: 

Comment : 

Unit 1 

S e c t i o n 2 

Page 71 

Omission: 

GENERAL COMMENT : 

The r e l i g i o n o f the Hebrew people (the e a r l y Jews) i s the 

f i r s t example i n recorded h i s t o r y o f e t h i c a l monotheism because 

i t encourages worship o f one god and teaches that t h i s god r e q u i r e s 

proper conduct on the p a r t o f the people. 

"Many o f the sacred w r i t i n g s o f the ancient Hebrews are c o l l e c t e d 

i n the books o f the B i b l e . " 

I t should be r e f e r r e d to as Hebrew S c r i p t u r e s to avoid confusion 

w i t h the New Testament. 

(Refer to page 62 i n The Human Expression f o r an in-depth e x p l a n a t i o n 

o f Jewish r e l i g i o u s w r i t i n g s . ) 

"The Synagogue - while they were i n e x i l e i n Babylon, the Hebrews 

developed a new form o f worship. I t centered around the synagogue." 

The d a t i n g o f the development o f the synagogue from Babylonian 

e x i l e i s debatable. The term " r a b b i " i s c e r t a i n l y l a t e r than 

the e x i l e or r e t u r n . 

"The Egyptians" 

In the column, "Important C u l t u r a l Developments" o f the Hebrews, 

i t should be l i s t e d t h a t they were the f i r s t to s t a r t u n i v e r s a l 

and compulsory education. 

I t should be mentioned here that the Jews were the f i r s t t o 

begin u n i v e r s a l and compulsory education. By the s i x t h century 

B.C.E., a f t e r the r e t u r n from the Babylonian e x i l e , s c r i b e s had 

become teachers o f the people, who were r e q u i r e d to come r e g u l a r l y 
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Page 105 

Quotation: 

Inaccuracy: 

Pages 117-119 

D i s t o r t i o n : 

to the Temple courts f o r i n s t r u c t i o n . Around 75 B.C.E. Simeon 

ben Shetah, the head o f the Sanhedrin, e s t a b l i s h e d a system o f 

high schools i n a l l l a r g e towns f o r boys o f s i x t e e n and o l d e r . 

Less than 100 years l a t e r , the high p r i e s t , Joshua ben Gamala, 

set up a system o f elementary schools i n every town f o r a l l boys 

from the age o f f i v e . The h i s t o r i a n , Josephus, boasted that i n 

Jerusalem alone there were more than 300 schools f o r c h i l d r e n . 

Education came to be o f utmost importance i n the l i f e o f the 

people. A f t e r the d e s t r u c t i o n o f the Second Temple by the 

Romans, the r a b b i s taught that study, l i k e prayer, was a form 

of worship and a s u b s t i t u t e f o r s a c r i f i c e s . During the Talmudic 

p e r i o d i n Babylon, the r a b b i s set up a complete system o f ed­

u c a t i o n . I t began at the age o f f i v e or s i x and was a l i f e l o n g 

process. The education system moved w i t h the Jews to wherever 

pe r s e c u t i o n and i n t o l e r a n c e had d r i v e n them. During the 

tw e n t i e t h century a t t e n t i o n was turned t o formal Jewish 

education f o r g i r l s and women. The average Jew could read 

and w r i t e . During the Dark Ages, when even p r i n c e s and noblemen 

were i l l i t e r a t e , the Jewish community had many s c h o l a r s . 

, ,Notice the five-branched Jewish candelabrum o r menorah." 

I t i s seven-branched. 

The Beginnings o f C h r i s t i a n i t y and the Decline o f Roman Power 

To make t h i s chapter more accurate, the f o l l o w i n g a d d i t i o n s 

should be i n c o r p o r a t e d : 
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Page 105 

Quotation 

Page 121 

Quotation: 

Comment; 

Comment: 

In the L i f e o f Jesus s e c t i o n , some background on the 

c r u e l t y o f the Roman occupation and the Jews' constant 

hope f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n would make the n a r r a t i v e 

more understandable and more accurate. 

In d e a l i n g w i t h "the teachings o f Jesus" i t should be 

made c l e a r that the ideas r e f e r r e d to f o l l o w i n g the 

words, "Jesus a l s o taught" were not a l l i n n o v a t i o n s , 

s i n c e many were standard Jewish teachings preached by 

Jesus. Judaism d i d not cease w i t h the Ten Commandments. 

I t i s important t o s p e c i f y t h a t Jesus was t r i e d as an 

enemy o f the State by the Roman governor and h i s a l l i e s 

among the p r i e s t l y c l a s s . 

"Many tra c e s o f Jewish c u l t u r e have been found i n places t h a t 

were once w i t h i n the Roman Empire." 

" P i c t u r e d here are more tra c e s o f Jewish c u l t u r e . " 

The word " t r a c e s " i m p l i e s t h a t the Jewish c u l t u r e i s e x t i n c t . 

The word " a r t i f a c t s " i s more a p p r o p r i a t e . 

The s e c t i o n " C l o s e r Look" would be enhanced by i n c l u d i n g a 

segment about the " E a r l y Peoples o f the Middle East," 

Unit 4 THE WORLD OF THE WEST EUROPEANS 

Page 194 

Quotation: 

Comment : 

Chronology 

"1492 Moslems e x p e l l e d from Spain," 

The Jews a l s o were e x p e l l e d ( a f t e r much mistreatment). 

A l s o no mention o f Luther's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Jews 
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Sec t i o n 1 "The Dark Ages A f t e r the F a l l o f Rome" 

Page 209-211 

Omission: 

Page 212 

Comment : 

Omission: 

S e c t i o n 5 

Page 256 

Comment : 

Comment : 

Page 264 

Omission: 

Persecution o f Jews during Crusades. (See Rosen, Gladys, 

"Concepts i n World Jewish H i s t o r y ; " p.12) 

Towns i n the Middle Ages 

T h e concept o f why Jews became c r e d i t o r s should be developed 

at t h i s p o i n t . (Refer t o : Roth, C e c i l , A H i s t o r y o f The Jews, 

New York. Schocken Books, 1970, pp. 191-195) 

A l s o no mention i s made o f the elaborate Golden Age o f Spain 

and the extensive c o n t r i b u t i o n s by the Jewish community, 

( i . e . the r o l e o f Jews as t r a n s l a t o r s during the Renaissance.) 

"A Time o f New Ideas i n Western Europe" 

Human D i g n i t y i n Medieval Times 

An example o f the m a l i c i o u s treatment o f the Jews during t h i s 

time would be a p p r o p r i a t e . 

A s e c t i o n on "Jews i n Western Europe" would be appropriate t o 

balance the s e c t i o n on "Jews i n Eastern Europe" i n Un i t 5. 

Major Developments i n Western Europe 

No reference t o Jewish h i s t o r y i s made i n the t a b l e . 

Unit 5 THE WORLD OF THE EAST EUROPEANS 

Sec t i o n 2 

Page 313-315 

Comment : 

"The Jews i n Eastern Europe" 

The p i c t u r e o f Jews i n medieval Europe i s t o t a l l y i n a c c u r a t e — 

Jews r a r e l y made t h e i r l i v i n g from a g r i c u l t u r e s i n c e they could 

not own l a n d . They were dependent upon the n o b i l i t y from whom 
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they rented land and h a b i t a t i o n s . They were more l i k e l y t o 

be small a r t i s a n s , innkeepers, or engaged i n some form o f commerce 

r a t h e r than a g r i c u l t u r e . Indeed, an important f a c t o r i n the 

s h i f t t o Eastern Europe i n the 16th century was the i n v i t a t i o n 

from the P o l i s h k i n g who wanted to develop a commercial middle 

c l a s s by making use o f Jewish experience i n t h i s area. 

I t i s m i s l e a d i n g to t a l k o f Jews ma i n t a i n i n g t h e i r separateness 

without reference t o d i s c r i m i n a t i o n emerging from governmental 

p o l i c y and r e l i g i o n - b a s e d a n t i - J e w i s h sentiment. Church e d i c t s 

discouraged J e w i s h - C h r i s t i a n c o n t a c t s . C u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s 

t r a d i t i o n s were maintained by Jews not only out o f commitment 

and f a i t h but by f o r c e as w e l l . 

Furthermore, w h i l e the book gives a sense o f Jewish c o n t i n u i t y , 

the e x p l a n a t i o n o f " e x c l u s i v i t y " and keeping separate does not 

take i n t o account at a l l Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l and p o l i t i c a l 

involvement i n lands o f settlement, where o p p o r t u n i t i e s were 

made a v a i l a b l e f o r a time at l e a s t . 

Some note should a l s o be taken o f the r o l e o f C h r i s t i a n i t y i n 

general and the Crusades i n p a r t i c u l a r , v i s a v i s Jewish l i f e . 

Note: Questions number 2 and 3 on page 315 and question number 

8 on page 338 cannot be adequately answered based on the i n ­

formation from t h i s s e c t i o n . 

Page 314 

Quotation: "What value do these t r a c e s o f Jewish c u l t u r e i n Eastern Europe 

probably have t o h i s t o r i a n s ? " 

Comment: Again, " a r t i f a c t s " would be more appropriate than " t r a c e s . " 
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Sec t i o n 8 

Omission: 

Omissions : 

"Revolution i n Europe" 

Dreyfus A f f a i r : an example o f the p o l i t i c a l use o f a n t i -

Semitism i n France. 

1880's - pogroms i n Russia and other p a r t s o f Eastern Europe; 

the Z i o n i s t movement begins, (see Rosen, Gladys, "Concepts 

i n World Jewish History.." p.17) 

1917 - B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n as a r e s u l t o f the c r i s i s o f World 

War I . 

 PRESENT ־ 1914

Unit 10 YOUR WORLD 

Sec t i o n 1 

Page 620 

Quotation: 

Comment : 

Incomplete 

"World War I I " 

The Cost o f the War 

"Some estimates c l a i m t h a t 40 m i l l i o n c i v i l i a n s and s o l d i e r s 

d i e d as a r e s u l t o f the war - a war that cost about...four 

t r i l l i o n d o l l a r s . " 

Here, as i n the s e c t i o n on medieval Jewry, the phenomen 

o f anti-Semitism i s not d e a l t w i t h at a l l . In the l i g h t o f the 

c e n t r a l r o l e i t apparently played i n H i t l e r ' s psyche and h i s 

pla n f o r the 1000 year Reich, the enormity o f H i t l e r ' s crime 

agai n s t humanity i s i n s u f f i c i e n t l y d e a l t w i t h . The photographs 

are moving, but the t e x t o f f e r s l i t t l e back up inf o r m a t i o n i n 

the framework o f WWII and the word Holocaust i s not even mentioned 

I t i s mor a l l y d i s t a s t e f u l t o equate l i v e s l o s t w i t h money l o s t . 

More i n f o r m a t i o n should be given about the Holocaust. 
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Secti o n 3 

Page 658 

Quotation 

Comment: 

Quotation 

Comment : 

Page 659 

Quotation 

"United States Foreign R e l a t i o n s at Mid-Century" 

" I s r a e l Invades Egypt" 

Change sub-heading t o "The Middle East C o n f l i c t . " 

B r i t i s h P a l e s t i n e was d i v i d e d between Arabs and Jews. 

An Arab State and I s r a e l were both created by the U.N. 

In 1948, I s r a e l ' s Arab neighbors invaded I s r a e l and Jordan 

annexed the Arab p o r t i o n o f P a l e s t i n e . 

Some h i s t o r y o f Zionism must be i n c l u d e d : 

Jews had never ceased to l i v e i n I s r a e l s i n c e Roman times. 

Z i o n i s t s f l e d European oppression and r e b u i l t the l a n d . 

Z i o n i s t e f f o r t s l e d to economic progress and drew more Arabs 

to P a l e s t i n e . 

Jews bought land from Arab l a n d l o r d s . 

Omitting the l e g a l i t y o f the founding o f the State o f I s r a e l 

skews the e n t i r e n a r r a t i v e . 

"They b e l i e v e d t h a t lands which r i g h t f u l l y belonged to them 

and which they had occupied f o r c e n t u r i e s had been taken away 

by Jews who came to the area from a l l over the world ־ the 

I s r a e l i s . " 

" I s r a e l i " i s the term f o r a c i t i z e n o f I s r a e l - Arab o r 

Jewish - and stems from the 1948 c r e a t i o n o f the s t a t e . 

"People l i k e the women below, who l i v e on one s i d e o f a border, 

are separated from the members o f t h e i r f a m i l i e s who l i v e 

on the other s i d e . " 
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D i s t o r t i o n 

Page 659 

Quotation: 

Omission: 

F a m i l i e s have been u n i t e d under s e v e r a l I s r a e l i - A r a b agreements 

sin c e 1948. Since 1967, Arabs from Jordan are permitted i n t o 

I s r a e l . The s l a n t o f t h i s whole page i s a n t i - I s r a e l w i t h no 

mention made o f I s r a e l or her problems, ( i . e . no mention i s made 

of the I s r a e l i s who l i v e on the border and are i n constant 

f e a r o f t h e i r l i v e s from t e r r o r i s t a t t a c k s ) . 

"But p o l i t i c i a n s , l i k e Sadat...have been unable t o achieve a 

l a s t i n g peace." 

This i m p l i e s t h a t I s r a e l i leaders are not working f o r peace. A 

l i t t l e l e s s on wars and the a d d i t i o n o f some b a s i c i n f o r m a t i o n 

about I s r a e l ' s i n t e r n a l development, i t s p o s i t i o n as a repre­

s e n t a t i v e o f Western democracy i n the Middle East would c e r t a i n l y 

be d e s i r a b l e . 
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SUMMARY EVALUATION : THE HUMAN EXPRESSION 

by Paul Thomas Welty 
J.B. L i p p i n c o t t Co. 

Of the three textbooks reviewed i n t h i s study, The Human Expression received 
the lowest o v e r a l l r a t i n g i n i t s treatment o f Jewish h i s t o r y . 

Based on Dr. Rosen's 11 c r i t e r i a The Human Expression scored l e s s than adequate 
on 9 p o i n t s and adequate on 2 p o i n t s . The t e x t does not show how concepts de­
r i v e d from Judaism became an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f western c u l t u r a l values. There 
i s a l s o no attempt t o show the c o n t i n u i t y o f four thousand years o f Jewish 
h i s t o r y . Whereas i״ost textbooks today are extremely s e n s i t i v e to the c h i l l i n g 
h i s t o r i c a l charge o f d e i c i d e i n t h e i r treatment o f the c r u c i f i x i o n , The Human 
Expression leaves a r e s i d u a l i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t i t was the Jews who k i l l e d C h r i s t . 
I t ' s w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d that Jewish r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the c r u c i f i x i o n f l i e s i n 
the face o f h i s t o r i c a l evidence. The book does do an adequate job o f conveying 
the Jewish o r i g i n s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

From the B i b l i c a l p e r i o d through modern times The Human Expression's treatment 
of Jewish h i s t o r y i s e i t h e r inadequate or t o t a l l y m i s s i n g . This i n c l u d e s an 
understanding o f anti-Semitism, the treatment of the Holocaust (reduced to a 
s i n g l e paragraph) and any r o l e which Jews played i n the development of the 
•societies i n which they l i v e d . 

The treatment o f Zionism and the Middle East was adequate - but not e x c e l l e n t -
i n i t s attempts t o be f a i r t o Arabs and I s r a e l i s . However, the inadequate 
treatment o f Jewish h i s t o r y w i l l leave students t o t a l l y b a f f l e d as to why I s r a e l 
i s viewed as a Jewish homeland. For a book which deals with c o l o n i a l i s m and 
n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n t h i s i s f a r too important a p o i n t t o be missed when 
d i s c u s s i n g the Middle East. 
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THE HUMAN EXPRESSION 

THE MIDDLE EASTERNERS 

Unit 1 

Chapter 2 

Page 34 

Quotation: 

Inaccuracy: 

Comment : 

Unit 2 

Chapter 3 

Page 55 

Quotation 

Comment : 

TOE LAND AND EARLY PEOPLE 

"Wanderers and S e t t l e r s " 

"Hebrew was spoken by an ancient people who were among the 

ancestors o f modern Jews." 

Omit the word "among," and i n s e r t " o r i g i n a l " before ancestors so 

as to read "who were the o r i g i n a l a n c e s t o r s . . . . " 

Hebrew was spoken by the Jewish people o f ancient times and 

was preserved as a l i t e r a r y language during the many c e n t u r i e s 

that the centers o f Jewish l i f e were away from the Middle East. 

In modern times, Hebrew has been r e v i v e d as the spoken language 

of I s r a e l . 

The modem Jewish people partake o f many c u l t u r e s , d e r i v i n g 

from the lands i n which they l i v e d . Modern Jews share r e l i g i o u s 

and c u l t u r a l t i e s , but d i f f e r i n t h e i r languages and n o n r e l i g i o u s 

customs and t r a d i t i o n s . 

ANCIENT KINGDOMS AND EMPIRES 

"Smaller Mediterranean S t a t e s " 

"According t o Jewish t r a d i t i o n , t h i s land was promised to them 

by t h e i r God." 

Omit the word " t h e i r . " 
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Quotation: 

Comment: 

Unit 5 

Chapter 2 

Page 62 

Conanent: 

GENERAL COM^NT: 

Page 64 

Quotation: 

Comment : 

Page 23 

"This event marks the end o f Hebrew h i s t o r y . " 

This statement i s confusing and should be omitted. 

A CRADLE OF RELIGIONS 

"Judaism" 

Omit "Jehovah;" t h a t name f o r the d i e t y i s a t o t a l e r r o r . 

The b a s i c concept o f Judaism i s the b e l i e f i n one God and to 

conform to the w i l l o£ God, which i s i n t e r p r e t e d to help man 

to l i v e a holy l i f e i n thought and deed, according t o the 

Commandments, which i s the b a s i s o f t h e i r b e l i e f d i r e c t e d by 

d i v i n e command to an e n t i r e people. True worship to God demands 

m o r a l i t y . Thus, the deep concern o f Judaism i s brotherhood, 

u n i v e r s a l peace, s o c i a l j u s t i c e , and personal m o r a l i t y . 

Judaism i s based on the B i b l e , each age i n t e r p r e t i n g and r e ­

d e f i n i n g the B i b l i c a l laws. The Talmud i s the r e s u l t o f such a 

process o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . Changing c o n d i t i o n s and circumstances 

r e s u l t e d i n f u r t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s by the r a b b i n i c a u t h o r i t i e s 

o f every generation. Hence, Judaism never f r o z e i n t o a f i x e d 

and r i g i d philosophy. I t was always r e l a t i o n s w i t h man and w i t h 

God. 

"...the more l i b e r a l Reform Jews worship on Sunday i n s t e a d o f 

Saturday." 

This statement i s t o t a l l y f a l s e . Sunday s e r v i c e s d i d not " r e p l a c e " 

the t r a d i t i o n a l F r i d a y evening - Saturday Sabbath, even i n the 

congregations where " b i g " Sunday s e r v i c e s were h e l d . 



Quotation on page 67 of The Human Express! 

"iflien word t h a t he (Jesus) claimed t o be the Messiah and Son o f God reached the 
Sanhédrin, he was a r r e s t e d . The Sanhédrin was a group of Jews who had l e g a l , 
c i v i l , and r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y . Jesus was charged w i t h blasphemy ־ i r r e v e r e n c e 
to God. Under Jewish law t h i s was a crime that demanded the death p e n a l t y . 

Jesus was found g u i l t y . He was c r u c i f i e d and d i e d . C r u c i f i x i o n was a common 
£orra o f punishment at the time." 
i 

t h i s quotation proceeds the comments about the C r u c i f i x i o n and was i n a d v e r t e n t l y 
omitted from page 24 o f tne textbook study. The quotation as s t a t e d above 
erroneously i m p l i e s t h a t Jews bear the e n t i r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the C r u c i f i x i o n 
o f Jesus. 
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Chapter 3 

Page 66 

Omission: 

Page 67 

Comment : 

Page 71 

Inaccuracy: 

Today, only a handful o f Reform congregations have Sunday 

s e r v i c e s . This p r a c t i c e has nothing to do w i t h being more 

or l e s s l i b e r a l i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of Torah. 

" C h r i s t i a n i t y " 

P h i l o prVAlexandria, e t c . 

Add t h a t he has been c a l l e d the greatest o f a l l Jewish philosophers 

o f the Alexandrian School and "the f i r s t t h e o l o g i a n . " 

The Roman domination o f Judea and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s must be 

included i n t h i s s e c t i o n . 

Jesus d i f f e r e d w i t h those Jews who had r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y ; he 

argued w i t h them and they r e f u t e d him. Jesus, however, posed 

them no t h r e a t . Rather, Jesus ran a f o u l of the c i v i l a u t h o r i t y — 

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n sanhédrin and the Roman p r o v i n c i a l p r o c u r a t o r , 

P i l a t e , t o whom the sanhédrin was l o y a l . Jesus was seen as a 

thre a t to the Roman Imperial regime because he preached that 

God would break the r u l e o f Rome and because h i s f o l l o w e r s h a i l e d 

him as "King o f the Jews." He, thus, was seen as a p o l i t i c a l t h r e a t 

C r u c i f i x i o n was not a form o f c a p i t a l punishment p r e s c r i b e d by 

R a b b i n i c a l Jewish Law. I t was a Roman method o f execution. 

A f t e r a messianic entry i n t o Jerusalem j u s t before the Passover, 

he was a r r e s t e d as a p o t e n t i a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y , and c r u c i f i e d by 

order o f the Roman p r o c u r a t o r , Pontias P i l a t e . 

"Teachings o f Jesus" — these two paragraphs should be prefaced 

w i t h "According to C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f , everything Jesus s a i d and 

d i d centered on God's love f o r humanity..." 

Abraham and Sarah's second son was Isaac, not I s r a e l . I s r a e l was 

the name given Jacob, Isaac's son. 
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MIDDLE AGES TO 1916 

THE MIDDLE EASTERNERS 

Unit S 

Chapter 2 

Page 110 -

Omission: 

Page 111 

Quotation: 

D i s t o r t i o n : 

Page 112 

Comment : 

Page 113 

Quotation : 

Comment: 

Quotation: 

RECENT YEARS 

" P o l i t i c s and Turmoil" 

Zionism 

H e r z l was i n f l u e n c e d by the infamous a n t i - S e m i t i c Dreyfus 

A f f a i r i n France. 

"They (Arabs) claimed t h a t t h e i r c e n t u r i e s o f work on the land 

gave them a r i g h t t o the area." 

This s e c t i o n omits the f a c t o f l a r g e and continuous Jewish 

h a b i t a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e s i n c e ancient times, ( i . e . Jews have 

always been the m a j o r i t y p o p u l a t i o n i n Jerusalem). During 

t h i s p e r i o d o f " a l i y a h " (Hebrew f o r " r e t u r n t o the land") 

Jewish immigrants purchased land from Arab landowners on 

which to b u i l d t h e i r communities. An economic boom occurred; 

Arab immigration i n t o P a l e s t i n e increased. 

The stage has to be set f o r the S i x Day War. 

Continuing Unrest 

"In October 1973, on Yom Kippur - the Jewish Day o f Atonement -

f i g h t i n g broke out between Egypt and I s r a e l along the Gaza S t r i p 

and on the S i n a i P e n i n s u l a . " 

The Yom Kippur War broke out w i t h a s u r p r i s e a t t a c k on I s r a e l . 

" A r a f a t addressed the U. N. General Assembly i n l a t e 1974 and 

c a l l e d f o r the c r e a t i o n o f a democratic s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e . " 
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Comment : The i m p l i c a t i o n o f t h i s statement i s that t h e r e i s no 

democratic s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e . Perhaps the statement should 

be amended to say: " c r e a t i o n o f the s e c u l a r democratic s t a t e i n 

a l l of P a l e s t i n e which would r e p l a c e I s r a e l and i n c l u d e Arab 

p o r t i o n s of P a l e s t i n e " or some such c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 

THE WESTERN EUROPEANS 

Unit 4 THE MEDIEVAL SCENE 

Chapter 2 "Changing Times" 

GENERAL COMMENT: Perhaps an appropriate place t o di s c u s s the massacre and exp u l s i o n 

o f the Jews i n Spain and elsewhere during the I n q u i s i t i o n . 

R i s e o f Banking Page 444 

Paragraph 1 

Quotation: 

D i s t o r t i o n : 

"However, the growth o f business and the need f o r c a p i t a l was 

changing the C a t h o l i c Church's a t t i t u d e toward moneylending. 

From around 1250 to 1450, groups of people began changing money 

from one currency to another, le n d i n g i t , keeping i t safe and 

t r a n s p o r t i n g i t from one r e g i o n to another. These groups became 

the f i r s t European bankers." 

These statements imply that as the Church's a t t i t u d e changed, non-

Jews s t a r t e d doing what the Jews had been doing f o r a long time, 

yet the Jews were denigrated f o r moneylending. No mention i s 

made o f the f a c t t h a t many o f these " f i r s t European bankers" were 

Jews (see Roth, C e c i l A H i s t o r y o f the Jews, New York: Schocken 

Books, 1971, pp. 237-238). 



Page 27 

Unit 5 

Chapter 1 

Omission: 

Page 445 Guilds 

Omission: No mention t h a t the g u i l d s were not open to the Jewish craftsmen 

and a r t i s a n s . 

Page 457 Questions 

Question #8: "How d i d the Crusades a f f e c t t r a d e ? " 

Omission: Should encompass the more d e l i c a t e i ssue o f how the savageness 

and b r u t a l i t y of the Crusades a f f e c t e d the l i v e s o f the people 

w i t h whom they came i n contact. 

THE RENAISSANCE 

"Humanism" 

No mention i s made o f c o n t r i b u t i o n s by Jewish s c h o l a r s and s c i e n t i s t s 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d o f the Renaissance. T h e i r importance as t r a n s ­

l a t o r s o f c l a s s i c a l works should be noted. 

"Jews played an important part i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y o f the 

Renaissance" (see Roth, C e c i l pp. 239-240; he expounds on the 

prominence and c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f E l i j a h d e l Medigo of Crete, E l i a s 

L e v i t a , Don Judah Abrabanel, a.k.a. Leone Ebreo, A z a r i a h de' Rossi 

o f F a r r a r a among o t h e r s ) . 

Chapter 3 "The Reformation" 

Page 471 Reformers 

Comment: Luther at f i r s t was w i l l i n g to stop the p e r s e c u t i o n o f Jews that 

was o c c u r r i n g i n Germany, but he hoped Jews would j o i n h i s move­

ment. When Jews h e l d s t e a d f a s t to t h e i r b e l i e f s , he p u b l i c l y 

denounced them f o r t h e i r r e f u s a l to j o i n the church. 

EXPLORING IDEAS AND REVOLUTIONS 

Chapter 3 "The French Revolution and Napoleon" 

Page 508 Napolean Bonaparte 

Unit 7 
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Omission: During Napoleon's r e i g n , the Jews were granted f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p 

i n France (1791). 

Page 557 World War I 

Paragraph 2 

Omission: Perhaps a good place to discuss the B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n o f 1917 

THE RUSSIANS AND EASTERN EUROPEANS 

Unit 4 

Chapter 3 

Page 671 

Quotation: 

Incomplete: 

Page 671 

Quotation: 

Incomplete : 

LIFE IN THE SOVIET UNION 

" R e l i g i o n " 

Judaism 

"During the 1500's, many Jews s e t t l e d i n Poland and the Ulcraine" 

Many were i n v i t e d by the King o f Poland, and, to quote Roth: 

"....there was g e n e r a l , i f not i n v a r i a b l e , s e c u r i t y f o r l i f e , 

l imb, and property; and economic opp o r t u n i t y above a l l . . . . " 

They were "....the overwhelming mass o f Ashkenazic Jewry -

the remnants o f medieval England, France, and Germany, w i t h others 

from f u r t h e r a f i e l d " (see Roth, C e c i l p. 268). 

"In the 1600's the Cossacks k i l l e d thousands o f them" 

This statement doesn't t e l l why the Cossacks k i l l e d the Jews: 

th a t i t was p r e c i p i t a t e d by c o n t i n u i n g d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and 

h i s t o r i c a l p e r s e c u t i o n and because they represented the P o l i s h 

enemies o f the Russians. They were o f t e n the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and 

tax c o l l e c t o r s o f absentee P o l i s h l a n d l o r d s . 



19I4-PRESENT p a g e 2 g 

THE WESTERN EUROPEANS 

Unit 9 EUROPE WARRED AND THE WORLD FOLLOWED 

Chapter 2 "The Rise o f D i c t a t o r s " 

Page 564 

Quotation: "By the end o f World War I I , Nazi c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps had become 

places o f ho r r o r where gas ovens had k i l l e d over s i x m i l l i o n Jews." 

Omission: T h i s t o p i c needs expansion. M a t e r i a l on the Holocaust should be 

inc l u d e d . The murder o f s i x m i l l i o n innocent people warrants 

more than one sentence i n a world h i s t o r y textbook. This i s not 

even thought t o be a key concept on t h i s page as would be i n ­

d i c a t e d by the symbol f o r a key. 
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SUMMARY EVALUATION: THE ECUMENE 

by W i l l i a m M c N e i l l , 
Harper Row P u b l i s h e r s 

Whereas The Ecumene had fewer d i s t o r t i o n s , and i n many se c t i o n s were a l s o 
b e t t e r w r i t t e n than The Human Expression o r People and Our World, i t a l s o 
contained more omissions. 

On the eleven p o i n t c r i t e r i a The Ecumene scores w e l l on three counts and l e s s 
w e l l on e i g h t . The book does w e l l on the Jewish roots o f monotheism. I t 
avoids perpetuating the charge o f d e i c i d e against Jews when d i s c u s s i n g Jesus 
and the c r u c i f i x i o n . I t al s o does a good job i n r e c o g n i z i n g the Jewish o r i g i n 
of C h r i s t i a n i t y . However, The Ecumene f a l t e r s i n showing the c o n t i n u i t y o f 
Jewish h i s t o r y . In most cases from the B i b l i c a l p e r i o d on, there i s no. mention 
of Jews and t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s . One welcome exception to t h i s i s the t r e a t ­
ment o f the Jewish i n f l u e n c e on the o r i g i n s and development o f Islam. 

Whereas the r i s e o f Nazi Germany, World War I I and the post war p e r i o d are 
given extensive coverage, the p o l i t i c a l uses o f anti-Semitism by H i t l e r and 
the r e s u l t i n g Holocaust, r e c e i v e d no more than a paragraph each. In a d d i t i o n , 
the development o f Zionism and modem I s r a e l both r e c e i v e l i m i t e d treatment. 

The Ecumene i s a very s o p h i s t i c a t e d book which does an e x c e p t i o n a l l y good job 
of advancing concepts o f change caused by the i n t e r a c t i o n o f peoples and id e a s . 
I t i s because o f t h i s t h a t the members o f the Textbook Committee b e l i e v e t h a t 
the major c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n the h i s t o r y o f the Jewish people deserve a more 
i n c l u s i v e treatment i n The Ecumene. 





THE ECUMENE 

by WILLIAM H. MC NEILL 

A Sto r y o f Humanity 

Published by 
Harper § Row 

1973 
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THE ECUMENE 

BIBLICAL TIMES 

Chapter 3 

Page 53 

Quotation: 

D i s t o r t i o n 

"Our B i b l e preserves these t a l e s . . . " 

"Our B i b l e . . . " i s an e t h n o c e n t r i c phrase - t h i s i s not everyone's 
B i b l e . 

Chapter 4 

Page 78 

Comment : 

Chapter 11 

Pages 282-
284 

Omission* 

Chapter 12 

Page 313 

Omission: 

"Hebrew S c r i p t u r e s " should be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r "Old Testament." 

MIDDLE AGES TO 1914 

Golden Age o f Islam 

Mentions crusades l i g h t l y . Does not mention p e r s e c u t i o n o f the 

Jewish communities. S o l d i e r s used p r e t e x t o f crusades to 

p i l l a g e Jewish and other communities along t h e i r way to the 

Holy Land. 

Jews are not mentioned i n t h i s key chapter on the Middle Ages 

(year 500-1200). I t should be supplemented by more in f o r m a t i o n 

on: Golden Age o f Spain, economic u t i l i t y o f Jews, Black Plague, 

I n q u i s i t i o n o f Jewish t r a n s l a t o r s and the c l a s s i c a l h e r i t a g e , e t c 



Chapter 14 Page 32 

Pages 342-
345 347 

Comment: Mentions Jews i n Eastern Europe. Example: Jewish commerce 

i n Poland. Much more informa t i o n on Jews i s r e q u i r e d . 

Chapter 15 

Pages 392,399 I n q u i s i t i o n 

Omission: Omission o f the I n q u i s i t i o n . The infor m a t i o n on the I n q u i s i t i o n 

i n Spain i s sparse and fragmented. More in f o r m a t i o n on Jews and 

t h e i r e x p u l s i o n i s needed. 

Chapter 18 

Pages 460-484 Changing Europe 1650-1789 

Comment: Mentions b r i e f l y some l i b e r a l i z a t i o n i n a t t i t u d e s toward Jews, 

an example o f Moses Mendelsohn doesn't r e a l l y s t a t e what h i s 

accomplishments were. 

Chapter 20 " I n d u s t r i a l Revolution and Growth o f West" 

Omission: No mention o f Jews. 

Chapter 21 "Modern Europe" 

Omission: Does not deal w i t h p a r a l l e l r i s e o f anti-Semitism w i t h growth 

o f N a t i o n a l i s m . Page 601 mentions Emile Z o l a , but not the 

Dreyfuss case. 

Chapter 25 

Pages 669-696 

Comment: The Holocaust must be t r e a t e d here i n more depth; ( i . e . Nazi 

r a c i a l laws, c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps, ex t e r m i n a t i o n , e t c . ) . 



Chapter 26 

Pages 697-698 

Chapter 27 

Pages 709-710, 
717-718 

Comment: 

Page 33 

Chapter 28 

Page 741 

EDITORIAL 
COMMENT: 

Page 743 

Quotation: 

D i s t o r t i o n : 

Quotation: 

Omission: 

Mentions I s r a e l only i n r e l a t i o n t o Middle Eastern c o n f l i c t , there 

should be a s e c t i o n on the development h i s t o r y o f I s r a e l , r a t h e r 

than fragmented references i n various p l a c e s . 

1914 - PRESENT 

Church and S o c i e t y 

The sub-head e n t i t l e d , ,Church and S o c i e t y " should be del e t e d . 

The sub-head " C h r i s t i a n i t y " should be placed between the f i r s t 

and second paragraph under the heading " R e l i g i o n and Philosophy." 

"...various s o c i a l b a r r i e r s against Jews tended to f a l l , one 

by one, without the p u b l i c outcry and l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t was 

needed t o b a t t e r down d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t American B l a c k s . " 

This i m p l i e s t h a t anti-Semitism no longer e x i s t s i n the U.S. 

In f a c t , there are s t i l l s o c i a l and p r o f e s s i o n a l b a r r i e r s against 

Jews. 

"In Russia, however, t r a c e s o f o l d a n t i - S e m i t i c f e e l i n g s , which 

had been str o n g before World War I , s u r v i v e d i n s p i t e o f o f f i c i a l 

Communist d i s a p p r o v a l . " 

This does not begin t o deal w i t h the severe r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n 

s u f f e r e d by Soviet Jewry. Furthermore, the phrase, " i n s p i t e o f 

o f f i c i a l Communist d i s a p p r o v a l , " does not give the in f o r m a t i o n t h a t 

there i s a d i f f e r e n c e between o f f i c i a l statements and a c t i o n . 



A c t u a l l y , the S o v i e t government i s p r a c t i c i n g anti-Semitism 

and preventing Jews from p r a c t i c i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o n , from 

studying to become r a b b i s , and from emigrating to I s r a e l . 



SUMMARY OF TEXTBOOK RATINGS 
BASED ON 

CRITERIA FOR THE EXAMINATION AND EVALUATION OF 
SOCIAL STUDIES TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 

1. Treatment of B i b l i c a l concepts that became incorp o r a t e d i n t o Western 
c u l t u r e . 

THE ECUMENE 
THE HUMAN 
EXPRESSION 

PEOPLE 
AND OUR 
WORLD 

1. Treatment of B i b l i c a l concepts that became incorp o r a t e d i n t o Western 
c u l t u r e . 4 1 3 

2. Treatment o f Jews as a v i t a l p a r t o f contemporary c i v i l i z a t i o n . 2 1 3 

3. Recognition of the Jewish people's c r e a t i v e and p h y s i c a l c o n t i n u i t y i n the 
past B i b l i c a l p e r i o d . 2 1 2 

4. Recognition o f the Jewish roots o f C h r i s t i a n i t y . 5 3 5 

5. Balanced and accurate rendering o f the C r u c i f i x i o n . 4 1 5 

6. Documention o f the important r o l e Jews played i n the development o f i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l trade and economic growth from the f i r s t century through the 
Middle Ages. 1 1 1 

7. Recognition of the i n t e r n a l development and i n t e l l e c t u a l and economic 
achievement o f the Jews i n a d d i t i o n to the usual treatment t h a t focuses 
mostly on the p e r s e c u t i o n o f the Jews. 2 1 2 

8. Recognition of the Jewish d i a s p o r a and the development o f community i n 
v a r i o u s lands o f r e s i d e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y Eastern Europe. 1 2 3 

9. Recognition o f the post-Emancipation Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l ferment which 
produced such important h i s t o r i c a l movements as the Haskalay, Zionism 
and r e l i g i o u s reform. 1 1 1 

10. Adequate treatment o f the Nazi treatment o f m i n o r i t i e s during the Holocaust 
p e r i o d w i t h i t s s p e c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the Jewish people. 2 2 2 

11. Balanced and comprehensive d i s c u s s i o n o f the Z i o n i s t movement and the 
establishment o f the State o f I s r a e l as an aspect o f Jewish h i s t o r y and 
as p a r t of a world movement toward n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 3 3 1 

KEY : 5 - E x c e l l e n t 3 - Adequate 1 - Poor This f i v e p o i n t s c a l e i s based on degree o f 
4 - Above average 2 - Below average i n c l u s i o n or omission, s u b s t a n t i v e treatment, 

c l a r i t y , accuracy, b i a s , or d i s t o r t i o n . 



/ 
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CHRONOLOGY OF JEWISH HISTORY 

Adapted from a P i c t o r i a l H i s t o r y o f the Jewish People, 
I s r a e l Program f o r S c i e n t i f i c T r a n s l a t i o n L t d . , 
Copyright 1973, Keter Books, Jerusalem, I s r a e l . 

CIRCA 2000-1600 B.C.E. P a t r i a r c h a l P e r i o d . 
(Before Common Era) Abraham and h i s descendants, Isaac § Jacob, are 

commanded by God t o s e t t l e i n the Land o f Canaan, 
which they c a l l e d Judea (or I s r a e l ) . 

C 1300 B.C.E. Mosaic P e r i o d . 
Exodus from Egypt. Commemorated today by the Ho l i d a y 
of Pesach (Passover). 

C 1000 The Kings - Da v i d i c Dynasty; S a u l , David § Solomon. 
Solomon's sons e s t a b l i s h e d twin kingdoms o f I s r a e l 
and Judea. 

C 720 Kingdom o f I s r a e l conquered by A s s y r i a n s . 
Ten T r i b e s o f I s r a e l e x i l e d . 

C 586 Kingdom o f Judea conquered by Babylonia. 
The Temple at Jerusalem destroyed. 

C 538 P e r s i a conquers Babylonia. 
P e r s i a n Emperor Cyrus permits Jews t o r e t u r n t o 
Jerusalem. Jewish communities e s t a b l i s h e d throughout 
the Middle East i n P e r s i a , Egypt, S y r i a , e t c . 

C 300 H e l l e n i s t i c P e r i o d . 

C 332 Kingdom o f Judea conquered by Alexander the Great. 
This begins s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s o f i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between the Greek c i v i l i z a t i o n and Jews. 

C 167 Hasmonean r e v o l t i n response t o attempts t o impose 
H e l l e n i s t r e l i g i o n s on the Jews. Revolt was l e d by 
Mattathias and h i s sons, o f whom the best known was 
Judah the Maccabee. The success o f t h i s r e v o l t i s 
ce l e b r a t e d by the h o l i d a y o f Chanukah. 

C 100 Per i o d o f the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
These were two s p l i n t e r groups which were formed f o l l o w i n g 
the Hasmonean r e v o l t . The Pharisees ( s e p a r a t i s t s ) be­
l i e v e d i n wide ranging i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f r e l i g i o u s 
laws. The Pharisees formed the o r i g i n o f r a b b i n i c Judaism, 
which b e l i e v e d i n i n d i v i d u a l s t u d i e s and p a i d l e s s 
credence t o the p r i e s t l y Judaism o f the Temple. 
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C 63 

48 B.C.E. 

C 30 C.E. 
(Common Era) 

C 66-70 C.E. 

C 132-35 

C 135-500 

C 600-1066 

C 600-700 

C 614 

C 700-1400 

C 1099-1291 

C 1391-1492 

The Sadducees continued t o p r o c l a i m the paramount 
importance o f the p r i e s t t o administer the Temple. 

Roman conquest o f Judea. 

J u l i u s Ceasar appoints Herod as King o f Judea. 
Herod attempts to win l o y a l t y o f Judeans by r e ­
b u i l d i n g the Temple as a magnificent e d i f i c e . H i s 
r e i g n was marked by frequent r e b e l l i o n s . 

C r u c i f i x i o n o f Jesus by Romans under Pontias P i l a t e 

A major r e b e l l i o n against Rome - A f t e r i n i t i a l 
successes Jerusalem was conquered by Roman armies 
i n 70 C.E. This event which occurred on the 9th 
day o f the Jewish month o f Av i s commemorated i n 
the Jewish Holiday o f "Tisha B'Av." A f t e r the f a l l 
o f the Temple the Pharisees helped t o preserve Jewish 
teachings. 

R e b e l l i o n against Rome l e d by Simeon Bar-Kochba. The 
l a s t b a t t l e was at Masada - mountain f o r t r e s s i n the 
Judean d e s e r t . A f t e r t h i s the Jewish r e l i g i o n i n 
Judea was t o t a l l y supressed by the Emperor Hadrian and 
Jews were d i s p e r s e d throughout the Roman Empire. 

Jews s e t t l e d throughout the Roman Empire and spread 
to A f r i c a , Rome, Greece, Spain, France § Germany. 

Jewish communities f l o u r i s h e d i n North A f r i c a and 
Spain. 

Arab conquest o f North A f r i c a . 

P e r s i a reconquers Jerusalem. Allows Jewish r e s e t t l e m e n t . 

Growth o f Jewish communities i n Spain. F l o u r i s h i n g 
o f A r t , L i t e r a t u r e , Medicine, Science and Commerce. 
Al s o development o f the Kabala - Jewish Mysticism. 

Crusades. Attacks by crusaders against Jewish communities 
i n Europe and the Middle East. 

The i n q u i s i t i o n i n Spain. R e l i g i o u s extremism l e d to 
the p e r s e c u t i o n o f Jews and other n o n - C h r i s t i a n s . Jews 
t o t a l l y e x p e l l e d from Spain by 1492 - some s e t t l e d i n 
I s r a e l and others s e t t l e d i n North A f r i c a and i n Europe. 
Some even e v e n t u a l l y came t o the new world c o l o n i e s . 



Chronology o f Jewish H i s t o r y Page 38 

C 1100-1400 

1650 

Jewish c u l t u r a l l i f e a l t e r n a t e l y f l o u r i s h e d and 
was s e v e r e l y persecuted i n p a r t s o f Europe. Jewish 
communities though résiliant, were at various p o i n t s 
e x p e l l e d from Spain, France, and England. The Jews 
were q u i t e o f t e n confined t o Ghettos (small areas o f 
towns i n which they were allowed t o s e t t l e ) . To seek 
s a f e t y Jews moved eastward t o Poland and Russia, where 
they were at f i r s t welcomed. Y i d d i s h became the 
language o f East European Jews. 

Cossack r e v o l t against Poland, 
thousand Jews were massacred. 

Several hundred 

18th Century 

1806 

19th Century 

1787 

1880-1920 

1894 

1914-1918 

1917 

Growth o f Hassidim and Mitnagdim movements i n Eastern 
European Jews. Hassidim p r a c t i c e d s i n g i n g and 
dancing i n t h e i r worship. Mitnagdim were f o r m a l i s t s 
who opposed j o y f u l worship. 

Napoleon grants Jews i n Europe under French c o n t r o l 
g r eater c i v i l r i g h t s . 

Europe-post Napoleonic Era 
The Haskala movement (Enlightenment movement) f o r equal 
Jewish r i g h t s and independence. Also pushed f o r l i b ­
e r a l i z a t i o n o f Jewish teachings. This was one o f the 
o r i g i n s o f Reform Judaism. 

The U.S. c o n s t i t u t i o n was the f i r s t document g r a n t i n g 
f u l l r e l i g i o u s freedom to everyone. 

Massive pogroms ( v i o l e n t a t t a c k s ) against Jews i n Russia. 
and Eastern Europe. Large s c a l e Jewish immigration to 
the U.S. and a l s o to P a l e s t i n e (which was then under 
Turk i s h c o n t r o l ) . 

A n t i - J e w i s h r i o t s l e d to r e b i r t h o f Zionism - a movement 
f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the Jewish homeland i n I s r a e l . 

The Dreyfus Case. A French m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r was f a l s e l y 
accused o f s e l l i n g m i l i t a r y s e c r e t s to the Germans. 
This was used to provoke an a n t i - J e w i s h campaign i n 
France. He was subsequently exonerated. 

F i r s t World War. 

B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n . The B r i t i s h were given a mandate 
to a d m i n i s t e r P a l e s t i n e and agreed to help r e e s t a b l i s h 
there a n a t i o n a l homeland f o r the Jewish people. 
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1930 Rise o f Nazism i n Germany. H i l t e r and h i s f o l l o w e r s 
launch campaigns against Jews and other m i n o r i t i e s . 

1939-45 World War I I r e s u l t e d i n Na z i extermination o f 6 
m i l l i o n European Jews and many o t h e r s . 

1948 Reestablishment o f the St a t e o f I s r a e l . 
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CONCEPTS IN WORLD JEWISH HISTORY 

I. THE BEGINNING OF JEWISH HISTORY 

Although g e n e r a l l y world h i s t o r y books give more e q u i t a b l e treatment to the Jews 
du r i n g the B i b l i c a l Age (c. 2000 - c. 300 C.E.) than i n l a t e r periods o f Jewish 
h i s t o r y , they subscribe to the dominant scheme o f world h i s t o r y , which sees the 
advent of C h r i s t as the c u l m i n a t i o n and end of Jewish h i s t o r i c a l development. 
From that p o i n t on l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s p a i d to the Jews w i t h i n the framework o f 
world h i s t o r y u n t i l modern times except f o r i s o l a t e d and c a t a c l y s m i c events. I t 
i s important i n d e s c r i b i n g the beginnings o f Jewish h i s t o r y and the b i b l i c a l 
h e r i t a g e to i n d i c a t e t h a t concepts which emerged from t h a t p e r i o d o f h i s t o r y are 
i n h e r e n t l y and continuously v a l i d f o r the Jewish people i n a d d i t i o n to the f a c t 
o f t h e i r acceptance by both C h r i s t i a n i t y and Islam. 

A. P a t r i a r c h a l P e r i o d 

In order to p r o p e r l y e x p l a i n the genesis o f I s r a e l and i t s unique system 
of law and m o r a l i t y , i t i s necessary to place the developments w i t h i n the 
framework o f the world i n which they were l i v e d as w e l l as w i t h i n the con­
t i n u i t y o f Jewish h i s t o r y . The beginnings of Jewish h i s t o r y date back to 
a small group o f semi-nomads who wandered with t h e i r f l o c k s from Mesopotamia 
to P a l e s t i n e 3500 years ago. The p a t r i a r c h a l ancestors o f I s r a e l , Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob came from Babylonia, s e t t l e d i n Canaan, sojourned, probably 
during the second m i l l e n i u m B.C.E., i n Egypt, from which they emerged a n a t i o n 
of t r i b e s . Under the l e a d e r s h i p o f Moses, the Jews r e b e l l e d against s l a v e r y , 
escaped to the land promised t o t h e i r ancestors and, i n the process, r e c e i v e d 
the message o f God which transformed them i n t o the people o f I s r a e l , r e c i p i e n t s 
o f God's commandments as expressed i n s c r i p t u r e s . 

B. The Hebrew S c r i p t u r e s 

The v i c i s s i t u d e s endured by the ancient I s r a e l i t e s , from t h e i r beginnings 
through the complex o f migrations which f i n a l l y brought them back to Canaan 
and t h e i r experiences as a n a t i o n are recorded i n the Hebrew s c r i p t u r e s . The 
dominance of S e m i t i c t r i b e s , i n c l u d i n g the I s r a e l i t e a n c e s t o r s , over Egypt from 
the 18th to 16th c e n t u r i e s B.C.E., t h e i r defeat and the probable enslavement 
of remaining Semites set the h i s t o r i c stage f o r the emergence o f the h e r o i c 
f i g u r e of Moses as recorded i n the B i b l e . The Covenant made between God and 
Moses at S i n a i formed the b a s i s f o r the Torah which contains i n t e r n a l i n d i c a ­
t i o n s o f complex sources from documents o f d i f f e r e n t ages. Nevertheless, i t s 
o r i g i n s are g e n e r a l l y a t t r i b u t e d by c r i t i c s and s c h o l a r s to e a r l y beginnings 
of I s r a e l i t e monotheism, i . e . to Moses. In a sense, the Torah, a combination 
of h i s t o r y and law, d o c t r i n e and morals, was the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the Jewish 
people. A unique document, i t set the p a t t e r n ' f o r a way o f l i f e which es­
s e n t i a l l y has continued to t h i s day. The f a i t h which emerged was o r i e n t e d 
to human h i s t o r y r a t h e r than mythology and nature. A comparison o f the 
I s r a e l i t e r e l i g i o n and way o f l i f e w i t h t h a t o f i t s contemporary neighbors 
i n Egypt and Mesopotamia w i l l serve to h i g h l i g h t the extent o f the change 
e x e m p l i f i e d i n Judaism's b a s i c concepts as expressed i n the Hebrew B i b l e . 
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1. Monotheism. A b a s i c tenent o f Judaism i s the concept o f the One, the Only, 
the God o f h i s t o r y . For I s r a e l there was only one God, u n l i m i t e d e i t h e r 
by nature or by t e r r i t o r y . He was a personal God who intervened i n h i s t o r y 
and made a covenant w i t h H i s people at a c e r t a i n moment i n time, demanding 
o f them obedience i n matters o f observance, s o c i a l j u s t i c e i n the area o f 
human r i g h t s , and righteousness which s t r e s s e s the acceptance o f d u t i e s . A l l 
c u l t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s belong to Him and a l l s p i r i t u a l m a nifestations emanate 
d i r e c t l y from Him. For example, seasonal a g r i c u l t u r a l f e s t i v a l s c e l e b r a t e d 
by the Hebrews were in v e s t e d w i t h h i s t o r i c a l and d i v i n e s i g n i f i c a n c e : 
Passover, an ancient s p r i n g f e s t i v a l became b e t t e r known as the c e l e b r a t i o n 
o f the exodus o f the Jews from s l a v e r y i n Egypt and Pentecost, the F e s t i v a l 
of the F i r s t F r u i t s was regarded as the Time o f the G i v i n g o f the Torah, e t c . 
In a l l such instances God's d i r e c t concern w i t h h i s people i s the theme. 
The substance of I s r a e l ' s o b l i g a t i o n s as w e l l as God's s p e c i a l c l a i m on h i s 
people were authenticated i n the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments, w i t h t h e i r 
l o f t y e t h i c a l standards. 

2. The Concepts o f Covenant and Chosen-ness. The momentous concept o f r e v e l a ­
t i o n t o Moses on Mt. S i n a i was the c u l m i n a t i o n o f the e a r l i e r covenant 
between God and Abraham and the s t i l l e a r l i e r , more u n i v e r s a l convenant w i t h 
Noah which enjoined respect f o r human l i f e . As Abraham was chosen so t h a t 
" i n thee s h a l l a l l the f a m i l i e s o f the earth be b l e s s e d , " (Genesis 12:3), 
so I s r a e l was chosen not f o r s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e but to be "a kingdom o f p r i e s t s " 
and "a h o l y n a t i o n " (Exodus 19.6). In h i s t o r y ' s u n f o l d i n g the Jews seem to 
have been chosen as a n a t i o n t o le a d the hard l i f e o f exemplar. Indeed the 
concept o f "chosen people" i m p l i e s I s r a e l ' s o b l i g a t i o n t o impose on them­
selves a higher degree o f m o r a l i t y and behavior as formulated i n the Torah 
and summarized i n the Ten Commandments. Amos, the Prophet, epitomized the 
concept when he s a i d , "You only have I known o f a l l the f a m i l i e s o f the e a r t h ; 
t h e r f o r e w i l l I v i s i t upon you a l l your i n i q u i t i e s " (Amos 3:2). 

3. J u s t i c e and Righteousness. The concepts o f j u s t i c e and righteousness are 
fundamental to the Law given by an e s s e n t i a l l y e t h i c a l God. The doing o f 
j u s t i c e i m p l i e d r e c o g n i t i o n o f the b a s i c r i g h t s o f the i n d i v i d u a l t o l i v e , 
to work, to possess goods and s h e l t e r as w e l l as personal r i g h t s to l e i s u r e 
and l i b e r t y and the p r o h i b i t i o n against hate, vengeance and bearing a grudge. 
Righteousness manifests i t s e l f i n the acceptance o f d u t i e s , concern f o r the 
poor, the weak and the h e l p l e s s . Indeed, the B i b l e i n i t s e x p l i c i t i n j u n c t i o n s 
i n the book o f L e v i t i c u s emphasizes concern f o r the poor and j u s t i c e f o r the 
defenseless more than any other r e l i g i o u s w r i t i n g s . 

4* The Sabbath. As d e l i n e a t e d i n the Ten Commandments, the Sabbath i s a day 
of t o t a l r e s t f o r a l l -- f a m i l y , s t r a n g e r s , animals. I t i s regarded not 
merely as a time o f p h y s i c a l r e s t but as a time o f moral and s p i r i t u a l 
r e generation. I t s observance i s imbued w i t h h o l i n e s s and j o y . At the same 
time, i t s human welfare aspects cannot be disregarded. In order to assure 
proper obedience, the commandment was l a t e r c ircumscribed w i t h s p e c i f i c 
a c t i v i t i e s which were forbidden. However, even when the Sabbath has been 
more honored i n the breach, the b a s i c concept o f a day o f r e s t and regener­
a t i o n has been c r u c i a l t o the p h y s i c a l and s p i r i t u a l s u r v i v a l o f the Jewish 
people. 
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5. The Exodus. The experience o f common enslavement and subsequent 
l i b e r a t i o n c reated a sense o f s o l i d a r i t y among the t r i b e s . The 
memory o f t h i s h u m i l i a t i n g experience has been c o n s t a n t l y r e c a l l e d 
and has given the Jewish people a sense o f community w i t h the oppressed 
and the weak. D i e t a r y laws, r i t u a l observance and the e x h o r t a t i o n 
o f the prophets never allowed the c h i l d r e n o f I s r a e l t o fo r g e t t h e i r 
beginnings. 

C. Prophetic L i t e r a t u r e 

The establishment o f the monarchy i n ancient I s r a e l (12th Century B.C.E.) 
followed a p e r i o d o f n a t i o n a l c r i s i s d uring which the very e x i s t e n c e o f 
the I s r a e l i t e t r i b e s was threatened by the P h i l i s t i n e s . Under pressure 
o f the enemy and l e d by such men as Samuel, Saul and David, the I s r a e l i t e s 
became a n a t i o n . Thenceforth they were p e r i o d i c a l l y threatened and fo r c e d 
i n t o consciousness o f e t h n i c r e l i g i o u s oneness by e x t e r n a l t h r e a t . P o l i t i c a l 
power and p r o s p e r i t y burgeoned under Solomon w i t h i t s corresponding draw­
backs. There was evidence t h a t I s r a e l might f a l l i n t o l i n e w i t h p r a c t i c e s 
o f the Orient i n becoming an i m p e r i a l i s t i c , ambitious, w o r l d l y n a t i o n , 
devoting i t s f o r c e s to p o l i t i c a l and economic expansion. F o l l o w i n g the 
post-Solomonic d i v i s i o n o f the Kingdom, Judah and I s r a e l were drawn i n t o 
the vortex o f A s i a t i c a f f a i r s and pl a c e d i n a subservient p o s i t i o n t o the 
great powers. Domestic, s o c i a l and economic con d i t i o n s d e t e r i o r a t e d and 
the p o p u l a t i o n was i n c r e a s i n g l y impoverished, although kings and higher 
o f f i c i a l s l i v e d i n comparative l u x u r y . The r e s u l t i n g sharp cleavage between 
p r o p e r t y l e s s i n d i g e n t s and the wealthy upper c l a s s aroused the moral 
i n d i g n a t i o n o f high minded men o f d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s . Some emerged as prophets 
i n s p i r e d by God to denounce s o c i a l e v i l , to prophesy the f a l l o f the back­
s l i d i n g Northern and Southern kingdoms, t o console and encourage the s u f f e r i n g 
From the Eight h t o the F i f t h Century B.C.E., from Amos to M a l a c h i , i n 
P a l e s t i n e and Babylonia, they c a r r i e d t h e i r message. 

1. S o c i a l J u s t i c e . In the s p i r i t o f the Torah, the pro p h e t i c message 
denounced s o c i a l and r e l i g i o u s e v i l , i n j u s t i c e and oppression, and 
urged genuine change. The s o c i a l j u s t i c e they preached was p a r t o f 
r e l i g i o u s s i n . Since a l l t h i n g s emanated from God, misuse o f any was 
an abomination and deserving o f punishment which might be meted out 
through the i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y o f f o r e i g n powers. 

2. U n i v e r s a l i s m and P a r t i c u l a r i s m . While the prophets h e l d f a s t to a 
n a t i o n a l consciousness, t h e i r conception o f h i s t o r y was th a t o f world 
h i s t o r y which transcended n a t i o n a l boundaries. T h e i r s was a v i s i o n o f 
u n i f i e d humanity, a world i n which a l l men and nations revere and 
acknowledge God, i n the l i g h t o f which they could o n l y deprecate 
p o l i t i c a l power and hegemony. They deepened and moralized a f o l k b e l i e f 
i n the Day o f the Lord which would b r i n g v i c t o r y t o I s r a e l and an era 
o f peace and brotherhood f o r the world. 

3. N o n - t e r r i t o r i a l N a t i o n a l i s m . The post-Solomonic d i v i s i o n o f I s r a e l i n t o 
two Kingdoms, I s r a e l and Judah, had weakened both p o l i t i c a l l y . With 
I s r a e l ' s defeat and e x i l e by A s s y r i a i n 721 B.C.E., the perpetuation 
o f the Hebraic t r a d i t i o n f e l l t o the Kingdom o f Judah w i t h i t s more o r 
l e s s c e n t r a l i z e d c u l t . A f t e r Judah's defeats i n 597 B.C.E. and 586 B.C.E 
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the f orced e x i l e o f l a r g e numbers o f Jews r e s u l t e d not i n t h e i r 
a s s i m i l a t i o n as t h e i r conquerors hoped, but i n the establishment o f ־־. 
prosperous e x i l i c communities. Although subsequently many returned 
to P a l e s t i n e as a r e s u l t o f Cyrus 1 decree and the proclamation o f the 
Second Commonwealth, a s u r p r i s i n g l y l a r g e percentage remained i n Babylonia. 
The Jewish d i s p e r s i o n became a f a c t o f Jewish h i s t o r y , even w h i l e the 
c e n t r a l i t y o f P a l e s t i n e and Jerusalem continued. The n a t i o n a l f e e l i n g 
remained a l i v e among the e x i l e s , nurtured by a common t r a d i t i o n , r e l i g i o n 
and l i f e s t y l e based on the B i b l e . Canonization o f the s c r i p t u r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d the concept o f the word of God embodied i n - a book as a guide 
to a l l aspects o f l i f e . The Torah became the f i r m b a s i s f o r the o r a l 
t r a d i t i o n which, by c a r e f u l exegesis, made the laws continuously r e l e v a n t 
to l i f e . 

4• Messiah. Although i n s c r i p t u r e , the d e s i g n a t i o n Messiah or annointed 
one u s u a l l y r e f e r r e d t o the high p r i e s t or the k i n g , i t l a t e r took on 
the meaning o f the d i v i n e messenger and human s a v i o r who would b r i n g 
about the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the Jews t o t h e i r homeland and an era o f 
u n i v e r s a l peace and j u s t i c e . For s e v e r a l o f the prophets, notably 
I s a i a h and Micah, the instrument f o r God fs purpose i n the world would 
be the Messiah, the annointed s c i o n o f the house o f David. H i s coming 
was seen as contingent upon the moral p e r f e c t i o n o f every I s r a e l i t e , 
thus s t r e s s i n g the need o f obedience to the moral law i n t h i s world. 
Scholars d i f f e r as to the human-divine nature o f the Messiah and the 
time and circumstances o f h i s coming. However the concept o f the Mes­
s i a n i c e r a as a'time o f peace and j u s t i c e f o r a l l men, when love o f 
f e l l o w and love o f God w i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d , i s e s s e n t i a l t o the Jewish view. 

1 1 • POST BIBLICAL JUDAISM 

Jewish l i f e d i d not cease to grow and evolve a f t e r the e x i l e and d i s p e r s i o n , 
nor d i d the f a l l o f the Second Temple c l o s e the book on Jewish c r e a t i v i t y . 
Numerous Jewish settlements were created by e x i l e s and each d i a s p o r i c community 
developed a way o f l i f e stemming from the Torah and i n t e r p r e t e d i n the l i g h t o f 
the p a r t i c u l a r circumstances o f e x i l e . 

A. Talmudic C i v i l i z a t i o n - The Rabbinic Legacy 

In the c o n t i n u i n g metamorphosis o f the Jewish people, the Talmudic p e r i o d 
from c. 100 B.C.E. to 500 C.E. saw the emergence o f a Jewish c u l t u r e which 
remains b a s i c a l l y unchanged. Transcending p e r f o r c e , the l i m i t a t i o n s o f 
l a n d , language and even e c o n o m i c - p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s , the Jews became a 
s c a t t e r e d s u p r a - t e r r i t o r i a l people o f one r e l i g i o n which s t i l l saw the 
Jewish community o f P a l e s t i n e as c e n t r a l . In each center o f Jewish pop­
u l a t i o n , P a l e s t i n e , A l e x a n d r i a , Rome, Babylonia, Jews spoke d i f f e r e n t 
languages and coped w i t h d i f f e r i n g environments, but a l l kept adherence 
to the Law as a fundamental ten e t . 

1- The Law as d e l i n e a t e d i n the Torah, to them the f i r s t and f i n a l rev­
e l a t i o n o f God's w i l l , was c a r e f u l l y s t u d i e d and discussed i n the 
academies o f P a l e s t i n e and Babylonia, i n order to s p e c i f y how the 
Jew'might f u l f i l l s c r i p t u r e i n h i s d a i l y l i f e . These d i s c u s s i o n s , 
w i t h t h e i r d e t a i l e d s p e c u l a t i o n s , were f i r s t c o d i f i e d i n the Misnah, 
c. 250 C.E., and are preserved i n the t r a c t a t e s o f the P a l e s t i n i a n and 
Babylonian Talmuds. I t i s the l a t t e r c o m p i l a t i o n and i t s commentaries 
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which became the b a s i s f o r Jewish communal l i f e i n the Middle Ages, 
the r e p o s i t o r y o f the c i v l i z a t i o n which produced t h e i r m o r a l i t y , 
r e l i g i o u s vocabulary and hero models, the framework o f d a i l y l i f e , 
c i v i l , domestic and r e l i g i o u s . In the con t i n u i n g d i s p e r s i o n o f the 
Jews, w i t h the d i f f e r e n c e s i n language, geography and c u l t u r a l en­
vironment, the Talmud and i t s d e t a i l e d study and a p p l i c a t i o n remained 
the common denominator. 

2. The Synagogue as a center o f l e a r n i n g and observance, a s u b s t i t u t e f o r 
the Temple, a "minor sanctuary," i n a l l l i k e l i h o o d developed i n the 
Babylonian e x i l e and became a c e n t r a l i n s t i t u t i o n i n Jewish l i f e 
everywhere. When the Second Temple was destroyed i n the F i r s t Century 
C.E., the synagogue had already become a center o f Jewish worship and 
study. As the f i r s t l a y , n o n - s a c r i f i c i a l p l a c e o f worship, the synagogue 
became the model f o r church. 

B. H e l l e n i s t i c Jewry - A c c u l t u r a t i o n and S u r v i v a l 

The p e r i o d from Alexander's death t o the establishment o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 
as the o f f i c i a l r e l i g i o n o f Rome saw the Jews i n c l o s e contact w i t h the 
two great peoples o f the West -- the Greeks and the Romans. They were 
t e s t e d m i l i t a r i l y and c u l t u r a l l y , both i n t h e i r homeland and the dia s p o r a . 
Yet the body o f Judaism remained i n t a c t d e s p i t e changes i n s t r u c t u r e which 
only served t o e n r i c h and expand i t . The name " H e l l e n i s t i c , " given t o 
the three c e n t u r i e s f o l l o w i n g the conquests o f Alexander the Great i n the 
Near East, u s u a l l y r e f e r s t o Greek s t y l e o f l i f e and c u l t u r e as adapted 
by peoples l i v i n g i n areas which came under Greek domination. A d i s t i l l a t i o n 
o f pure Hellenism never e x i s t e d ; r a t h e r i t was l i v e d i n a p a r t i c u l a r way 
by v a r i o u s groups. The Jewish l i t e r a t u r e o f the p e r i o d m i r r o r e d a s p e c i f i c 
H e l l e n i s t i c experience and casts l i g h t on a time which saw the e a r l y r e a l ­
i z a t i o n o f a sense o f world consciousness and u n i v e r s a l i s m . 

While the Pharasaic teachers i n P a l e s t i n e and Babylonia were l a y i n g the 
foundations o f Talmudic Judaism, those i n H e l l e n i c centers were seeking 
an e f f e c t i v e i n t e g r a t i o n o f Juda i c p r i n c i p l e s and Greek p h i l o s p h y . P h i l o 
o f Alexandria's success i n the a l l e g o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the B i b l e 
was a f i r s t step toward a c u l t u r a l s y n t h e s i s between East and West. I t 
was during t h i s p e r i o d t h a t Judaism became a potent f a c t o r i n Western 
thought both through C h r i s t i a n i t y and d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e . 

Fundamental t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f Jewish l i f e i n H e l l e n i s t i c times was 
the Greek t r a n s l a t i o n o f the B i b l e , the Septuagint, by Jewish s c h o l a r s 
f o r the b e n e f i t o f d i s p o r a Jews who were ignorant o f Hebrew. Perhaps 
even more f a t e f u l was the r o l e o f the Greek B i b l e i n h e l p i n g e a r l y C h r i s t i a n 
m i s s i o n a r i e s i n the conversion o f l a r g e numbers o f Greek speaking g e n t i l e s , 
thus making C h r i s t i a n i t y a world r e l i g i o n i n three c e n t u r i e s . 
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C. Rome and The Advent o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 

In Rome-dominated P a l e s t i n e , as i n other areas under Roman r u l e , a 
c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to Jewish c o n t i n u i t y was the Roman p o l i c y o f p o l i t i c a l 
t o l e r a t i o n . Despite taxes and i m p e r i a l h a t r e d o f the Jewish r e l i g i o n , 
Rome, i n accordance w i t h i t s t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i c y o f r u l e by law and t o l ­
e r a t i o n f o r ancient r e l i g i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n s , at no p o i n t p r o s c r i b e d the 
Jewish r e l i g i o n . I t even granted synagogues i m p e r i a l p r o t e c t i o n . The 
r a b b i n i c community, h e l d together by r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , was able t o create 
and maintain i t s s c h o l a r l y and r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s both i n 
P a l e s t i n e and the d i a s p o r a . The P h a r i s e e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g the masses and 
i t s s c h o l a r l y l e a d e r s h i p , were l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
o f the most u n i v e r s a l values and i d e a l s o f p r o p h e t i c Judaism. They attempted 
to adapt the Law to contemporary needs and thereby created a c o n s i s t e n t and 
all-encompassing Jewish way o f l i f e . T h e i r vigorous o p p o s i t i o n to H e l l e n i s t i c 
customs l e d to greater emphasis on b e l i e f s and p r a c t i c e s based on p r o p h e t i c 
Judaism. 

Although we have no way o f knowing how many Jews became C h r i s t i a n s during 
the e a r l y c e n t u r i e s , we know th a t a much l a r g e r number remained l o y a l t o 
the t r a d i t i o n o f t h e i r f a t h e r s . Subsequent c r i t i c i s m by C h r i s t i a n and 
pagan w r i t e r s o f the Jews' stubborn adherence t o t h e i r f a i t h and the 
antagonism which ensued make i t v i t a l that world h i s t o r y t e x t books o f f e r 
a balanced p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the l i f e o f C h r i s t and the C r u c i f i x i o n . By 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t i n g Jesus' Jewish antecedents, h i s acceptance o f Jewish law 
and the f a c t s l e a d i n g up to the C r u c i f i x i o n , i n c l u d i n g the f o r c e s at 
work i n P a l e s t i n e o f t h a t p e r i o d , the textbook account could serve a p o s i ­
t i v e purpose by f o s t e r i n g more p o s i t i v e i n t e r g r o u p r e l a t i o n s . P o i n t i n g 
out the lack o f s c h o l a r l y h i s t o r i c a l evidence concerning events during 
the l a s t days o f Jesus and the very act o f not p l a c i n g the blame on the 
Jews, are a l s o important, as i s a c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f Pharisaism. 

I I I . JEWISH LIFE IN MEDIEVAL TIMES - CONFRONTATION AND ISOLATION 

During the Middle Ages Jewish communities were s c a t t e r e d across the c i v i l i z e d 
world i n communities d i f f e r i n g w i d e l y from one another i n p o l i t i c a l circumstances, 
economic p u r s u i t s , p a t t e r n s o f self-government and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y . U n t i l c. 
800 C.E. P a l e s t i n e remained the c e n t r a l r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y but a f t e r t h a t the 
Jews o f the Muslim world looked to Babylonian academies f o r l e a d e r s h i p . 

A. The Self-Governing Communities 

The Babylonian Jewish community remained an important center d u r i n g the 
e a r l y medieval p e r i o d s e r v i n g t o s t a b i l i z e and strengthen the Talmudic 
t r a d i t i o n which was c a r r i e d to Western Europe. Questions were addressed 
to the academies there on s u b j e c t s ranging from l e g a l and t h e o l o g i c a l 
matters to current i s s u e s o f behavior and t a c t i c s . 

B. The Jews Under Islam 

Under Moslem r u l e , i n Southeast A s i a , Egypt, North A f r i c a and e s p e c i a l l y 
i n Spain, the Jews developed i n c r e a s i n g l y powerful i n s t i t u t i o n s o f s e l f -
government, opened new economic avenues i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade^and reacted 
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the stimulus o f r i c h Moslem c u l t u r e i n a l l f i e l d s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l c r e a t i v i t y . 
The Jewish vernacular s h i f t e d from Aramaic to A r a b i c and there was a great 
i n t e r e s t i n A r a b i c l i t e r a t u r e both n a t i v e and i n t r a n s l a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n 
the t e x t o f the Talmud, c a r r i e d to v a r i o u s p o i n t s o f settlement, was care­
f u l l y s t u d i e d . C l a r i f i c a t i o n o f u n f a m i l i a r m a t e r i a l s was obtained through 
correspondence with the Babylonian academies and the r e s u l t e d Responsa 
formed a b a s i s f o r study. 

As a t o l e r a t e d r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y , w i t h connections a l l over the w o r l d , the 
Jews served f o r a time as the great mediators, economically i n trade and 
c u l t u r a l l y i n the r i c h and v a r i e d l i t e r a t u r e produced i n Hebrew and A r a b i c . 
Through t r a n s l a t i o n , they helped transmit the Graeco-Roman, Indo-Persian 
and I s l a m i c h e r i t a g e to the emerging West. The Jews l i v i n g under Islam 
a l s o took a prominent p a r t i n a l l branches o f s c i e n c e . Maimonides' 
Guide to the Perplexed achieved a s y n t h e s i s o f Judaism and Neo-platonic 
A r i s t o t e l i a n i s m . This work was most i n f l u e n t i a l on C h r i s t i a n schoolmen 
o f the 13th Century. This epoch a l s o witnessed numerous compilations o f 
Jewish Law, the supreme example being the Code o f Maimonides, intended as 
a t o t a l Jewish r e l i g i o u s p r e s c r i p t i o n . 

C. The Challenge o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 

L i k e the bulk of medieval p o p u l a t i o n s , the Jews were c h i l d r e n o f an age 
suffused by r e l i g i o n . Judaism and i t s daughter r e l i g i o n s , C h r i s t i a n i t y 
and Islam, a l l subscribed to such concepts as r e v e l a t i o n , reward and 
punishment, and a f u t u r e s e t t l i n g o f human and cosmic accounts. However, 
Islam, i n i t s t o l e r a t i o n f o r the a u t h e n t i c i t y o f both Hebrew and C h r i s t i a n 
testaments, proved a much more h o s p i t a b l e host f o r Jews. 

1. Areas o f Residence. From the beginning, Jewish settlement i n 
C h r i s t i a n Europe was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by e x t e r n a l pressures, i s o l a t i o n , 
economic d i s a b i l i t y , and p e r s e c u t i o n . The propaganda against them was 
u n r e m i t t i n g from the time t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y became the o f f i c i a l r e ­
l i g i o n o f Rome. The I n q u i s i t i o n and the Crusades, i n s p i r e d by C h r i s t i a n 
f a n a t i c i s m , r e s u l t e d i n v i o l e n c e and d e s t r u c t i o n f o r Jewish communities 
i n the path o f the p i l g r i m s . Myths about Jews combined w i t h the 
frequent Jewish r o l e as c r e d i t o r , r e s u l t e d i n the e x p u l s i o n from Spain 
(1492) and other European lands o f residence u n t i l , by the end o f the 
15th Century, there were few Jews i n Western Europe. Most Ashkenazi 
Jews had s e t t l e d i n Poland w h i l e the Sephardic (Spanish) Jews con­
centrated i n Turkey. Although greater t o l e r a n c e was already evident 
i n 16th and 17th Century England and H o l l a n d , Russian and P o l i s h 
anti-Semitism remained medieval u n t i l the 19th Century. 

2. Economic L i m i t a t i o n s . Excluded from the medieval manual economy, 
forbidden to own land, j o i n g u i l d s and c e r t a i n l y unemployable by 
the Church, the Jew was l i m i t e d t o t r a d i n g i n goods and money. Trade 
was dangerous and l i m i t e d t o s p e c i f i c trade r o u t e s . The Jews to 
p r o t e c t themselves l i v e d w i t h i n the c i t y or i n the shadow o f the 
manorial c a s t l e . As a r e s u l t , w i t h l a t e r commercial expansion, Jews 
found themselves i n the vanguard o f urban growth, expanding trade, and 
the manipulation o f aggregate wealth and i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
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3. Communal Adaptation. As an e n t i t y w i t h i n the corporate European 
medieval s o c i e t y , Jews had s p e c i f i c status i n p u b l i c law and p r i v a t e 
l i f e . They had few p r i v i l e g e s but as a separate group, they had 
e t h n i c - r e l i g i o u s autonomy w i t h s p e c i f i c r i g h t s and d u t i e s based on 
Talmudic law. I s o l a t i o n enforced by a n t i - J e w i s h decrees r e s u l t e d 
i n Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n on s t r i c t l y Jewish s u b j e c t s : 
Talmudic s t u d i e s , B i b l i c a l exegesis and p h i l o s o p h i c a l and m y s t i c a l 
s p e c u l a t i o n . These s t u d i e s gave European Jewry i t s u n i t y and i t s 
endurance and encouraged a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c respect f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l 
achievement. The s p e c i a l c a p a c i t y f o r s u r v i v a l enabled the Jews to 
withstand e x t e r n a l pressure century a f t e r century and, at the same 
time, achieve i n t e l l e c t u a l and s p i r i t u a l e x c e l l e n c e . 

IV. THE MODERN AGE - THE DYNAMICS OF EMANCIPATION 

A. E a r l y Modern D i r e c t i o n s 

At the c l o s e o f the S i x t e e n t h and d u r i n g the Seventeenth Century a more 
t o l e r a n t s p i r i t spread i n Holland and England as a r e s u l t o f emphasis 
on man's me r c a n t i l e promise r a t h e r than race o r f a i t h . Where circum­
stances allowed, some Jews became major merchants along the A t l a n t i c 
seaboard. However, f o r most, l i f e i n both Eastern and Western Europe 
was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i s o l a t i o n and poverty. Economically, Jews e x i s t e d 
on the marginal edge o f p e d d l i n g and p e t t y t r a d e . Communally, they were 
to be found i n s p e c i a l ghetto s e c t i o n s and were t i g h t l y organized, l i v i n g 
under Talmudic law and d i r e c t e d u s u a l l y by t h e i r r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s . 
P r o v i n c i a l gatherings o f such communal leaders took p l a c e i n most European 
c o u n t r i e s but most i m p o r t a n t l y i n Poland where the Council o f the Four 
Lands met r e g u l a r l y . B a s i c a l l y , the community's f u n c t i o n was to c o l l e c t 
t axes, but i t was a l s o i n v o l v e d i n i n t e r n a l s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l r e g u l a t i o n s . 

1. R e l i g i o u s Phenomena 

a. The c a t a s t r o p h i c events o f the Spanish exodus l e d to the greater 
development o f m y s t i c a l s p e c u l a t i o n w i t h renewed emphasis on the 
Messianic era which might b r i n g an end to degradation and s u f f e r i n g . 
The Seventeenth Century pseudo-Messiah, Sabbetai Z v i , extended the 
appeal o f the Messianic concept by d e c l a r i n g h i m s e l f the Messiah 
and o f f e r i n g immediate redemption. In the wake o f the s e r i e s o f 
c a t a s t r o p h i e s which inundated Poland and i t s Jewish settlements a f t e r 
1648, many sought comfort i n the Messianic hope o f f e r e d by the 
Sabbetaian movement. 

b. In the 18th Century, the t r e n d toward mysticism evolved i n t o Hasidism, 
a movement which was both a r e b e l l i o n against p r e v a i l i n g r e l i g i o u s 
formalism and a s o c i a l r e v o l t against the i n f l u e n t i a l , T a l m u d i c a l l y 
educated middle c l a s s . 

The movement was b u i l t by i t s e x t r a o r d i n a r y l e a d e r , the Baal Shem Tov, 
a man of people. He gave to the unhappy, poor and t o r t u r e d Jews o f 
Poland an appealing way o f l i f e i n which prayers and joyous f e e l i n g s 
o f the ignorant are as acceptable to God as the study o f the e r u d i t e 
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and r i c h . Hasidism w i t h i t s combination o f worship, warmth and 
cameraderie made the world o f Kabbalah a c c e s s i b l e to the masses 
and gave comfort and hope to the v i c t i m s o f oppression. Through 
the t r a n s l a t i o n s and works o f M a r t i n Buber, one v e r s i o n o f Hasidism 
has entered the realm o f western philosophy. 

2. New I n t e l l e c t u a l Molds 

a. Haskalah - Enlightenment. In B e r l i n i n the 18th Century Jewish 
i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e was centered on Moses Mendelsohn's e f f o r t s to 
create a p h i l o s o p h i c r e c o n c i l i a t i o n between Judaism and contemporary 
thought. Mendelsohn's B i b l i c a l t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o German and the 
r e s u l t i n g ferment brought new approaches to Hebrew and Y i d d i s h l e t t e r s 
as w e l l as an entree f o r Jews i n t o l i t e r a t u r e and the general s c i e n c e s . 

With the impact o f western emancipation, Russian Jewish w r i t e r s 
began to experiment w i t h s e c u l a r Jewish education. Contrary to 
West European experience t h i s breakaway from the Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l ' 
ghetto i n the East r e s u l t e d hot only i n R u s s i f i c a t i o n but i n the 
c r e a t i o n o f the Modern Z i o n i s t Jew, combining Jewish knowledge and 
Hebrew language with modern trends. I t was the i n f l u e n c e o f the 
w r i t e r s i n t h i s group which transformed Hebrew i n t o a v e h i c l e o f 
the Z i o n i s t movement. 

b. Wissenschaft des Judentums. Another e f f o r t t o r e c o n c i l e Judaism w i t h 
western c i v i l i z a t i o n was the Science o f Judaism i n the 19th Century. 
Jewish s c h o l a r s i n G a l i c i a , Germany and I t a l y devoted t h e i r t a l e n t s 
to a s c i e n t i f i c and unbiased study o f Jewish h i s t o r y . Some s c h o l a r s 
became i n v o l v e d i n r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l controversy as a r e s u l t 
of t h e i r research, but, i n the main, t h e i r work was dominated by s c h o l a r l y 
o b j e c t i v i t y . I t s e f f e c t was greatest i n Germany where i t s most i n ­
f l u e n t i a l p r a c t i t i o n e r was the Jewish h i s t o r i a n H e i n r i c h Graetz. 
There was a l s o a s t r o n g but unsuccessful push toward the establishment 
of Chairs o f Jewish Studies i n the u n i v e r s i t i e s which refused to extend 
academic r e c o g n i t i o n . 

B. The Dynamics o f Emancipation 

From the time o f the French R e v o l u t i o n , the s t r u g g l e f o r Jewish emancipation 
was p a r t of the p r o t r a c t e d f i g h t f o r human e q u a l i t y i n the modern s t a t e . 
For the l a t t e r , the d i s s o l u t i o n o f s t i f l i n g corporate d i s t i n c t i o n s and the 
s u b s t i t u t i o n o f e g a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y was e s s e n t i a l . For the Jew, the 
new freedom and e q u a l i t y meant the sharp c u r t a i l m e n t of e t h n i c r e l i g i o u s 
autonomy and the l o s s o f l o c a l p r e r o g a t i v e s . Thus, des p i t e the seductive 
glow o f freedom, many, e s p e c i a l l y i n France and Germany, opposed emancipation. 
Community l e a d e r s , w i t h vested i n t e r e s t s and a concern f o r Jewish c o n t i n u i t y , 
regarded the p r i c e o f e q u a l i t y as too h i g h . In any case, the wheels o f 
progress continued to move, and p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s made change a n e c e s s i t y . 

1. The growing Jewish p o p u l a t i o n made i t e s s e n t i a l t o l i f e r e s t r i c t i o n s 
and c i v i l d i s a b i l i t y and opened new occupations and areas o f settlement 
i n Eastern Europe. 
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2. Legal guarantees d i d not mean that the b a t t l e had been won but t h e i r 
very e x i s t e n c e served t o a c c e l e r a t e e g a l i t a r i a n i d e a s . However, 
they depended f o r enforcement on und e r l y i n g socio-economic, c u l t u r a l 
and p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r s . 

3. Ripples o f the French Revolution were f e l t a l l over the co n t i n e n t , and 
the French l e g i s l a t i o n was subsequently adopted i n the Netherlands and 
and a few small s t a t e s o f Western Germany and I t a l y . In Germany, how­
ever, the strong a n t i - S e m i t i c t r a d i t i o n made emancipation a s t r u g g l e 
d e s p i t e the p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e of some members o f the German e n l i g h t ­
enment. The p u b l i c avalanche o f German anti-Semitism during the l a t e 
19th Century was, however, met by a new Jewish r e a c t i o n — i n d i v i d u a l s 
attempted p o l i t i c a l lobbying and entered the p o l i t i c a l arena assuming 
p o s i t i o n s o f l e a d e r s h i p i n l i b e r a l and r a d i c a l movements. This was 
tru e i n I t a l y as w e l l . 

4. In the United S t a t e s , there was never any question o f r i g h t s f o r Jews 
as such, f o r they were c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y guaranteed. In g e n e r a l , 
r i g h t s were more achieved i n Anglo-Saxon c o u n t r i e s . 

C. Eastern Europe 

Although the circumstances o f Jewish l i f e i n Eastern Europe worsened 
s t e a d i l y from the 17th Century on, i t remained u n t i l 1939 the c r a d l e 
o f every major Jewish p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s movements because 
o f the la r g e masses o f Jews who had s e t t l e d there and the r i c h c u l t u r e 
they developed under o f t e n d i f f i c u l t c o n d i t i o n s . The t r a d i t i o n a l love 
f o r l e a r n i n g found expression i n a network o f schools -- from elementary 
school to l e a r n i n g academies. Learning and study was the highest 
achievement and the s c h o l a r the most respected i n d i v i d u a l . Study was 
the pervasive a c t i v i t y f o r a d u l t s as w e l l as the young. 

1. Anti-Jewish measures i n c l u d e d r e s t r i c t i o n to a Pale o f Settlement, 
and long term C h r i s t i a n i z i n g m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

2. Many concluded that Jewish c o n d i t i o n s could improve only by the 
overthrow o f the C z a r i s t regime. 

3. Large emigration r e s u l t e d from d e t e r i o r a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n R u s s i a , 
and the announcement o f a high Russian o f f i c i a l i n 1881 t h a t a 
s o l u t i o n t o the Jewish problem e n t a i l e d encouraging one t h i r d 
o f the Jews t o emigrate, c o n v e r t i n g one t h i r d and a l l o w i n g one t h i r d 
t o p e r i s h . 

D. A s s i m i l a t i o n , N a t i o n a l i s m and Modern Anti-Semitism 

Many enlightened r a t i o n a l i s t s among the Jews, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n France, 
England and Germany, had put t h e i r f a i t h i n Emancipation and were w i l l i n g 
to a s s i m i l a t e t o the m a j o r i t y c u l t u r e i n order t o become f i r s t c l a s s 
c i t i z e n s . They entered p o l i t i c s , assumed p o s i t i o n s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l l e a d ­
e r s h i p and achieved reknown i n the world o f f i n a n c e . Others i n m u l t i ­
n a t i o n a l or newly emerging c o u n t r i e s r e s i s t e d l o s s o f i d e n t i t y and sought 
countermeasures. Such countermeasures were encouraged by the f a c t t h a t 
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19th Century n a t i o n a l i s m was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by each nation's Messianic 
sense o f exclusiveness and s u p e r i o r i t y which r e s u l t e d i n h o s t i l i t y t o 
o t h e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t o t h a t e t e r n a l a l i e n , the Jew. 

1. P o l i t i c a l progress generated much i l l w i l l and s t i m u l a t e d a new brand 
o f anti-Semitism. C l a s s i c a l anti-Semitism, based on r e l i g i o u s motives 
-- the Jews i n r e p u d i a t i n g C h r i s t and t h e i r r o l e i n the C r u c i f i x i o n --
was given a new t w i s t . The s e c u l a r i z e d s t a t e gave r i s e to s o c i o ­
p o l i t i c a l denunciations. Since some Jews had r i s e n to wealth and 
importance, t h e i r v i s i b i l i t y r e s u l t e d i n the a n t i - S e m i t i c c l a i m o f 
Jewish domination and world conspiracy. This t h r u s t l e d to the 
concept o f r a c i a l anti-Semitism which gained more and more f a n a t i c a l 
adherents p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Germany where i t culminated i n H i t l e r , 
N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m and the Holocaust. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , H i t l e r ' s defeat 
d i d not c l o s e the book on anti-Semitism, and i t seems unhappily naive 
to assume t h a t t h i s sad o b l i g a t o t o Jewish h i s t o r y w i l l soon disappear. 
Currant events f o r c e us to regard i t as a protean but ongoing phen­
omenon . 

Crude i n c i d e n t s o f anti-Semitism aroused various responses among Jews 
everywhere. An outstanding c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of world Jewry i s the 
sense o f mutual r e s p o n s i b l i t y which found expression f i r s t i n the 
i n t e r c e s s i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l Jews o f i n f l u e n c e and l a t e r i n communal 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s designed t o combat anti-Semitism and to a s s i s t d e s t i t u t e 
and d i s p l a c e d f e l l o w Jews everywhere i n the world. The B i b l i c a l con­
cept o f c h a r i t y and a i d to the unfortunate l i e s deep i n the Jewish 
psyche and i s a fundamental c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of Jewish l i f e . 

2. N a t i o n a l i s m 

U n t i l the Emancipation few doubted the existence o f a Jewish people, 
a Jewish n a t i o n a l i t y . With the emergence o f the s e c u l a r s t a t e , Jews 
came to be regarded by themselves and by others as a r e l i g i o u s group 
whose n a t i o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n was t h a t o f the country o f residence. 
For those who were u n w i l l i n g t o s a c r i f i c e t h e i r e t h n i c l o y a l t y , new 
d i r e c t i o n s evolved. 

a. M i n o r i t y R i g h t s . Some East European Jews sought r e c o g n i t i o n o f 
Jewish nationhood through the g r a n t i n g o f m i n o r i t y r i g h t s w i t h i n 
lands o f re s i d e n c e , thus g r a n t i n g Jews communal self-government 
and e q u a l i t y . The peace t r e a t i e s a f t e r World War I promised 
much but l i t t l e was implemented. 

°* The Bund. The Jewish s o c i a l i s t p a r t y o f Russia followed the S o c i a l 
Democratic p a r t y program w i t h the exception o f t h e i r espousal 
o f the separate e x i s t e n c e o f a Jewish n a t i o n a l m i n o r i t y i n a l l 
c u l t u r a l and educational matters. 

c. Y i d d i s h . During the 19th Century, w h i l e the w r i t e r s o f the 
Haskalah movement used Hebrew, there was a great f l o u r i s h i n g 
o f l i t e r a t u r e i n the f o l k language, Y i d d i s h , f o r the mass 
audience whose language i t was. 



Page 51 

d.. Zionism. The c e n t r a l i t y o f Zion and the concept o f u l t i m a t e 
r e t u r n and r e s t o r a t i o n was a b a s i c value o f Jewish l i f e through­
out i t s h i s t o r y . I t found d a i l y expression i n the prayerbook and 
i n such f o l k customs as b u r i a l i n I s r a e l or being b u r i e d w i t h a ״ 
bag o f Holy Land s o i l . E x i l e d i d not destroy the Jewish people; 
i t deepened t h e i r f a i t h which, i n many cases, found expression 
i n the concept o f the Messiah who would r e s t o r e the people to 
Zion. P i l g r i m a g e s , however, d i d not cease, and through the c e n t u r i e s , 
r a b b i s , mystics and o r d i n a r y Jews s e t t l e d i n P a l e s t i n e . Pious 
C h r i s t i a n s , too, looked t o eventual Jewish r e s t o r a t i o n to the 
Holy Land. Under the impact o f n a t i o n a l i s m , and disappointment 
w i t h emancipation, a new note was sounded. A Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t 
movement was bom at the end o f the 19th Century. I t s goal was 
the c r e a t i o n o f a Jewish s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e , the r e t u r n o f the 
Jews to t h e i r homeland by p o l i t i c a l r a t h e r than miraculous means. 
For the "Lovers o f Zion a predecessor o f the Z i o n i s t movement, 
i n R u s s i a , Zion was a s e c u l a r s t a t e and a place where Jewish 
c u l t u r e would flower f o r the b e n e f i t o f the s t a t e and o f World 
Jewry. 

Even as East European Jewry was developing i t s own c u l t u r a l l y 
o r i e n t e d Z i o n i s t program, a s o p h i s t i c a t e d Austrian-Jewish 
i n t e l l e c t u a l , Theodore H e r z l , shocked by the anti-Semitism at 
the Dreyfus t r i a l , formulated a p r a c t i c a l program f o r the crea­
t i o n o f a Jewish s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e . L i k e h i s Russian predecessor, 
Leo P i n s k e r , H e r z l saw s e l f - e m a n c i p a t i o n through the c r e a t i o n 
of a Jewish s t a t e as the only s o l u t i o n f o r psycho-pathological 
anti-Semitism. Despite e x t e r n a l setbacks and i n t e r n a l disagree­
ments the Z i o n i s t movement grew, supported by Jews, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
East Europeans, who l e n t both t h e i r support and t h e i r p h y s i c a l 
presence. 

V. MIGRATION 

Nineteenth Century n a t i o n a l i s m and emancipation changed more than the a t t i t u d e s 
o f European Jewry, both East and West. The Jews were p a r t o f the immense 
migrations of the p e r i o d p r e c i p i t a t e d by enormous economic and s o c i a l change 
and underwent s i g n i f i c a n t geographical r e d i s t r i b u t i o n . E x p e c i a l l y i n Eastern 
Europe, over-population w i t h i n p r e s c r i b e d areas o f settlement, l i m i t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
and the a t t r a c t i o n of.the American myth were s t i m u l a t e d by pogroms and a n t i -
Jewish laws to p r e c i p i t a t e a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n emigration. In the 24 
years before World War I , f u l l y 30% o f a l l European Jews changed residence from 
one continent to another while u n t o l d multitudes moved from one country to 
another. With the passage o f r e s t r i c t i v e immigration laws i n both England 
and the United States i n the f i r s t q u a r t e r o f the 20th Century, emigration and 
immigration s h a r p l y d e c l i n e d . 

The quest f o r new o u t l e t s became urgent during World War I I and many Jewish commu­
n i t i e s sought havens o f refuge f o r condemned European J e w r i e s . Despite the r e v e l a t i o n 
o f the horrors o f concentration camps and the extermination o־f m i l l i o n s o f Jews, 
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nations d i d not suspend r e s t r i c t i o n s , and i t was not u n t i l I s r a e l was able to 
open i t s f r o n t i e r s t h a t refuge was assured to a l l who needed i t . 

As a resuJt of postwar c o n d i t i o n s , the Jewish population balance has changed 
once more. The l a r g e s t centers of Jewish p o p u l a t i o n are now the United S t a t e s , 
Russia and I s r a e l , and there are s i z a b l e communities i n France, England, South 
America and Canada, w i t h smaller groups s c a t t e r e d throughout the r e s t o f the 
world. I t i s important to s t r e s s the worldwide d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the Jewish 
people as evidence o f the unique c o n d i t i o n o f the Jews a n d , h i s t o r i c a l l y , as a 
people o f time and space — w i t h a long u n b r o k e n , t r a d i t i o n and h i s t o r y un-
confined by t e r r i t o r i a l l i m i t a t i o n s . 

A s p e c i a l aspect o f the Jewish c o n d i t i o n today i s the f a t e o f Soviet Jewry. 
The circumscribed c o n d i t i o n o f Jews i n t h a t country have important i m p l i c a t i o n s 
f o r the concepts o f i n d i v i d u a l freedom and r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y and should be 
considered from t h i s p o i n t o f view. 

VI. CHANGING ECONOMIC PATTERNS 

During the 19th and 20th Centuries the t r a n s f e r o f Jewish p o p u l a t i o n from backward 
to more advanced c o u n t r i e s , from small towns to l a r g e c i t i e s l e d to a 
revamping o f a Jewish economic s t r u c t u r e . Although economic d i s t r i b u t i o n has 
changed l i t t l e and as before, h a l f o f the Jewish people s t i l l earn a l i v i n g 
from commerce, a t h i r d from i n d u s t r i a l endeavor and h a r d l y 2% o r 3% from ag­
r i c u l t u r e , great q u a l i t a t i v e changes have taken p l a c e and the p o s i t i o n o f the 
Jewish businessman has improved g r e a t l y . Even more important have been the 
r a d i c a l environmental changes which have seen the economic d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
the western world become more l i k e that of the Jews w i t h a growing p r o p o r t i o n 
of the p o p u l a t i o n i n i n d u s t r y and a steady diminution o f the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
component. The Jews have become l a r g e l y urban, concentrated i n the most 
populous c i t i e s where they p r a c t i c e the economic p u r s u i t s i n which they spec­
i a l i z e , p a r t i c u l a r l y commerce (small entrepreneurs) and the p r o f e s s i o n s . The 
p r o p o r t i o n i n needle trades and c r a f t s has gone down as c h i l d r e n o f such workers 
chose new areas o f c o n c e n t r a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n to c o n t r i b u t i o n s as a group 
to t h e i r chosen p r o f e s s i o n s , the Jews produced i n d i v i d u a l s o f t a l e n t i n the 
sciences, medicine and law. 

I t i s important to note t h a t Jews have f a r e d best under a l i b e r a l system o f 
economics and government. They are p a r t i c u l a r l y comfortable i n a democracy 
which has i t s foundations i n the p r o p h e t i c i n s i s t e n c e on the d i g n i t y o f man 
and o f f e r s new economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

V I I I . THE HOLOCAUST 

Anti-Semitism a t t a i n e d i t s most v i r u l e n t form i n H i t l e r ' s systematic program 
of mass e l i m i n a t i o n o f Jews as r a c i a l l y i n f e r i o r . The o p e r a t i o n was an 
e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f H i t l e r ' s dehumanizing challenge to European c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
The f a c t o f H i t l e r ' s s u c c e s s f u l extermination o f s i x m i l l i o n Jews as the f i n a l 
s o l u t i o n o f the Jewish problem had a s e a r i n g and l a s t i n g e f f e c t on world 
Jewish consciousness. The m u l t i p l e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the Holocaust f o r Jews 
should be d e a l t w i t h i n the framework o f ensuing world wide upheaval, the 
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enormity o f the N a z i s 1 crimes against humanity and the need t o guard human 
r i g h t s everywhere. Awareness o f the Nazi treatment o f the Jews serves to 
c l a r i f y the i r r e s i s t i b l e compulsion o f s u r v i v o r s o f European Jewry to f i n d 
a home o f t h e i r own and to be independent o f the whims of t h e i r host c o u n t r i e s . 
Refugees braved every imaginable danger t o reach what was then P a l e s t i n e , t o 
j o i n i n the c r e a t i o n o f the only s t a t e which would welcome Jews without r e ­
s t r i c t i o n s and quotas. 

V I I I . ISRAEL, THE THIRD COMMONWEALTH 

The emergence o f the State o f I s r a e l was the culmina t i o n o f combined continuous 
e f f o r t s o f Jews a l l over the world who c o n t r i b u t e d t e c h n i c a l l y t r a i n e d personnel 
and tremendous f i n a n c i a l resources t o support each step toward i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n . The Z i o n i s t movement gave p o l i t i c a l focus to the Jews' ancient 
yearning f o r r e s t o r a t i o n to the Holy Land and supported the r e l i g i o u s human­
i t a r i a n and c u l t u r a l operations which sought expression i n the homeland reborn. 

Although the d i p l o m a t i c e f f o r t s t o purchase P a l e s t i n e as a t e r r i t o r y f o r a 
Jewish s t a t e d i d not succeed as planned, c o l o n i e s e s t a b l i s h e d on purchased 
land by East European Z i o n i s t s l a i d the groundwork f o r an emerging eco­
n o m i c a l l y and c u l t u r a l l y vigorous Jewish community i n P a l e s t i n e . I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n and* c o n t i n u i n g immigration and determination enabled the Jewish 
s e t t l e r s to withstand Arab o p p o s i t i o n and B r i t i s h o b s t r u c t i o n i s m u n t i l t h e i r 
optimism bore f r u i t . Out o f the c r i s i s o f World War I came the B a l f o u r Decla­
r a t i o n and the P a l e s t i n e Mandate, out o f the turbulence o f Arab u p r i s i n g s . 
Nazi expansion and World War I I came the UN P a r t i t i o n Plan and the c r e a t i o n 
o f the State o f I s r a e l i n 1948. 

Since t h a t time, I s r a e l has made remarkable economic progress toward i t s 
development as a modern i n d u s t r i a l s t a t e d e s p i t e the s p e c i a l problems o f 
u n l i m i t e d immigration o f the people o f many lands and backgrounds. The ad d i ­
t i o n a l c o m p l i c a t i o n o f l i v i n g w i t h a tenuous t r u c e and the m i l i t a r y t h r e a t of 
forces v a s t l y s u p e r i o r i n numbers and equipment have not succeeded i n s t i f l i n g 
advancement and growth. An understanding o f I s r a e l ' s problems and accomplishments, 
i t s needs and a s p i r a t i o n s , as w e l l as the unique r e l a t i o n s h i p s between t h i s land 
and world Jewry are e s s e n t i a l t o any treatment o f i s s u e s o f peace and war i n 
the Middle East. 
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A-3 1. Discuss immigration patterns to the U.S. Why was the 
U.S. so a t t r a c t i v e t o n a t i o n a l s o f other c o u n t r i e s ? Could 
changing n a t i o n a l i s t i c moods i n other c o u n t r i e s have 
forced c e r t a i n segments o f t h e i r populations out? 
Consider the I r i s h , I t a l i a n , Chinese immigrants to the 
U.S. The l a r g e wave o f Jewish immigrants to t h i s country 
at the end o f the 19th and the beginning o f the 20th 
c e n t u r i e s i s a good i l l u s t r a t i o n . 

F i l m : ,,A Storm o f Strangers" (Dallas P u b l i c L i b r a r y ; 
Alden F i l m s , NY). 

2. D i s c u s s i o n o f the concept o f "The M e l t i n g Pot. Is i t 
p o s s i b l e ? Or do Americans o f d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r a l back­
grounds have enough i n common to allow them to be both 
American p a t r i o t s and proud o f t h e i r own e t h n i c h e r i t a g e ? 

A-8 1. N a t i o n a l i s m alone i s not u s u a l l y s u f f i c i e n t to arouse 
people to a c t i o n when people's s u r v i v a l i s at stake. 
However, N a t i o n a l i s m may be used to f o r c e a c t i o n . The 
Revolutionary War i s one good example - the C o l o n i e s ' 
s u r v i v a l was at s t a ke. In Germany, H i t l e r appealed to 
the German sense o f n a t i o n a l i s m at a time o f a d i f f i c u l t 
economic s i t u a t i o n f o r the country. 

F i l m : "The Rise o f H i t l e r " ( D a l l a s P u b l i c L i b r a r y ) . 

A-9 The i s s u e o f Russian Jewish emigration i s not as much 
a r e s u l t o f n a t i o n a l i s t i c f e e l i n g s as a consequence o f 
a systematic p o l i t i c a l e x c l u s i o n o f a r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y . 
I t i s a l s o not a r e s u l t o f any Russian n a t i o n a l i s t i c 
f e r v o r . The statement could i l l u s t r a t e Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m 
i f r e w r i t t e n as f o l l o w s "Immigration o f Jews to P a l e s t i n e 
from Russia i n the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . " 

A-15 Discuss and study: The Role of Propaganda i n N a t i o n a l 
C o n f l i c t s . 

A-23 Have students research and report on H i t l e r ' s r i s e to 
power w i t h the focus being: 

a. The f a c t t h a t he»got to power through democratic 
p o l i t i c a l means. 

b. That once i n c o n t r o l , the need f o r p o p u l a r i t y and 
n a t i o n a l support was s a t i s f i e d by u s i n g n a t i o n a l i s t i c 
f e e l i n g s i n a negative way, i . e . , through the hatred 
and degradation o f o t h e r s . 

c. The use o f m i n o r i t i e s as scape-goats - blaming on 
them the i l l s o f the country. 

1. A d d i t i o n a l terms r e l a t i n g to World War I I : 
C r y s t a l Night 
Yellow S t a r o f David 
Concentration Camps 
Labor Camps 
The F i n a l S o l u t i o n 
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Mein Kampf 
Storm Troops 
SS 
Nazism 
The Aryan Race 
B l i t z k r i e g 
Ghetto 
The Underground 
The Resistance Movement 

2. Add the f o l l o w i n g dates: 
November 9, 1938 ( , ,Night o f Shattered Glass") 
May 8, 1943 (The F a l l o f the Warsaw Ghetto) 

A good source book at students* l e v e l : 
A r t s h u l e r and Davidowicz, H i t l e r ' s War Against the Jews 

Behrman House, Inc., NY. 1978• 

AH. 17-A I I . M i l i t a r y Aggression o f Germany 

I I I . The Holocaust 
A. Groups a f f e c t e d : Jews, Gypsies, e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s 
B. The Concentration Camps 
C. The Nuremberg T r i a l s 

AH. 18-A Add to I . 
D. Economic F r u s t r a t i o n s 
E. Anti-Semitism 

Add to IV. 
D. The D i v i s i o n o f Germany and Europe 

AH. 31-A Add (change order i n one column) 
26. Nazis AA. H i l t e r ' s Regime 
27. Holocaust BB. The War o f Extermination 
28. F i n a l S o l u t i o n CC. Plan to e l i m i n a t e the Jews 

o f Europe. 

29. C r y s t a l Night DD. 1938 German Pogrom 
30. Nuremberg T r i a l s Against Jews. 

EE. T r i a l s o f German War 
C r i m i n a l s . 

31. Auschwitz PF• Major Concentration Camp 

Add to B i b l i o g r a p h y : 

Morse, A.D. While 6 M i l l i o n Died. Aee, NY, 1967 

Shaw, Robert. The Man i n the Glass Booth. Evergreen, NY, 
1968. 

H i l b e r g , R. Documents o f D e s t r u c t i o n  ,Cuadrangle Books׳ ,
Chicago,1971. 

A l t s h u l e r and Davidowicz. H i t l e r ' s War Against the Jews, 
Behrman House, NY, 1978 
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S t a d l e r , Bea. The Holocaust - A H i s t o r y o f Courage 
and Resistance, Behrman House, NY, 1973. 

A r n o l d - F o r s t e r , M. The World at War, S t e i n and 
Day, NY, 1973 

Korman, G. Hunter and Hunted, D e l t a , NY, 1973. 

S h i r e r , W.L. The Rise and F a l l o f Adolph H i t l e r , 
Random House, NY, 1961. 

B-2 A c t i v i t i e s 3, 4 - add; Ancient I s r a e l 

B-3 Last A c t i v i t y - Add Hebrews to l i s t ( p o s s i b l e " g o a l s " 
monotheism, e t h i c s ) (a p i c t u r e o f "god" - i n v i s i b l e 
e n t i t y , and e t h i c a l power) . 

B-4 Add to l i s t o f f i l m s and f i l m s t r i p s : 
Moses 
Maimonides 
Buber 

B-5 Add t o A c t i v i t y 2 - Compare Hammurabi's Code w i t h the 
10 Commandments (Exodus 20) 

Add to A c t i v i t y 3 - Hebrew sayings from Proverbs 

Last A c t i v i t y - too modern i n comparison with the r e s t . 
S u b s t i t u t e the f o l l o w i n g : 

When the Greeks, and l a t e r the Romans, conquered ancient 
I s r a e l , one of the f i r s t orders issued was that the Jews 
could not study t h e i r r e l i g i o n . Based on the c u l t u r a l 
and r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s between the conqueror and the 
conquered, why would t h i s p a r t i c u l a r order be o f such 
importance to both s i d e s ? 

C-2 Add: Have the students t r a c e the i n f l u e n c e of Judaism 

on the development o f C h r i s t i a n i t y and Islam. 

What does the term "J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n T r a d i t i o n " mean? 

C-3 Add to second a c t i v i t y : 
Jewish - C h r i s t i a n (Spanish I n q u i s i t i o n ) 

E-3 Middle East - Add: 
d) F e r t i l e Crescent to Egypt and A f r i c a 

E-8 Good reference f o r students working on the JUDAISM 
p r o j e c t : 

Rosenthal, G. The Many Faces o f Judaism, Behrman House, 
NY, 1979. 
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- add ,*Jewish" to the f o l l o w i n g names: 

Salk Sabin 
Freud Marx 
E i n s t e i n 

A t t . 15-E Judaism - under Founder - Prophet, should at l e a s t l i s t 
Abraham and Moses i f not the Old Testament Prophets. 
Messiah doesn't belong i n t h i s column. 

Major areas o f p r a c t i c e - add: 
United States 
S o v i e t Union 
Western Europe 
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CONCEPTS IN AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY 

The American C o u n c i l on Education i n i t s 1949 r e p o r t on the treatment o f Jews 
i n American h i s t o r y textbooks s t a t e d : "There are f i v e m i l l i o n Jews i n the 
American p o p u l a t i o n . They are widely d i s t r i b u t e d i n occupation, a b i l i t y , 
economic s t a t u s and geographic l o c a t i o n . So great i s the v a r i a t i o n among them 
that there i s no t y p i c a l Jew; t h a t c a r d i n a l f a c t should be emphasized again 
and again." (Quoted i n Michael B. Kane, M i n o r i t i e s i n Textbooks, P. 99). 

In order to achieve the aim o f t r e a t i n g American Jews as i n d i v i d u a l members o f 
a group i n t e g r a l to American s o c i e t y , i t i s e s s e n t i a l to understand t h e i r pro­
venance and p r o g r e s s i v e stages o f t h e i r communal a c c u l t u r a t i o n to l i f e i n t h i s 
country w i t h i n the framework o f general American h i s t o r y . I f , as Dr. Judah L. 
Magnes s t a t e d at the beginning o f t h i s century, "The symphony o f America must 
be w r i t t e n by the v a r i o u s n a t i o n a l i t i e s which keep t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l and c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c note, and which sound t h i s note i n harmony w i t h t h e i r s i s t e r n a t i o n a l i t y , " 
then we must give c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n to a l l the elements o f the symphony. For 
the Jewish component i t means an understanding o f the whence, when and why o f the 
various l a y e r s o f immigrant settlement, t h e i r b a s i c b e l i e f s , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s and s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s to an American s o c i e t y whose 
i n f l u e n c e was a l l p e r v a s i v e . 

A. Immigration - How the American Jewish Community Developed 

1. E a r l y S e t t l e r s - The Sephardic, Spanish, Portuguese Wave 
of Immigration 

a. From the Middle Ages, Jews, e x p e l l e d from lands o f residence, f l e d 
ever eastward i n t h e i r search f o r a safe haven. With the dawn o f 
the Modern Age and the opening o f the New World, they began to seek 
s a f e t y and new o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n the West. 

b. Although i n d i v i d u a l Jews were to be found i n America d u r i n g the f i r s t 
h a l f o f the 17th Century, the f i r s t group t o s e t t l e were 23 refugees 
f l e e i n g the I n q u i s i t i o n i n Portuguese B r a z i l i n 1654. They were not 
warmly welcomed by Peter Stuyvesant but were allowed to remain i f 
they d i d not become a burden on the community. 

c. The Sephardim e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t i t u t i o n s and t h e i r s t y l e o f worship 
dominated the Jewish community, although by 1720 they were no longer 
a m a j o r i t y o f American Jews. 

d. They achieved r i g h t s o f settlement, owning land and doing business, 
and under the B r i t i s h were allowed to h o l d r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s . The 
r i g h t t o h o l d o f f i c e came w i t h the C o n s t i t u t i o n i n 1789 although 
enfranchisement was not complete u n t i l 1876 i n New Hamphsire due 
to l o c a l r e g u l a t i o n s . 
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German Immigration 

a. The nature o f the Jewish community changed as a r e s u l t o f cataclysmic 
wars and economic upheavals i n Europe at the beginning o f the 19th 
Century. The flow o f newcomers increased and the f i r s t mass immigration, 
i . e . by f a m i l i e s , and communities began. I t came l a r g e l y from German 
sta t e s where r e s t r i c t i o n s and s p e c i f i c taxes made Jewish l i f e untenable. 
A slump i n trade aggravated c o n d i t i o n s . Disappointment i n the Revolution 
of 1848 f u r t h e r s t i m u l a t e d Jewish immigration from Germany. The 
h i t h e r t o small Jewish p o p u l a t i o n o f the United States was transformed 
i n c haracter and s i z e . From 3,000 i n 1820 to 250,000 i n 
1880 by which time the American Jewish community was l a r g e l y German. 

b. The burgeoning of the German Jewish community c o i n c i d e d w i t h the 
expansion and growth of the United S t a t e s , and many newcomers followed 
the f r o n t i e r westward. With a background o f trade and r e t a i l i n g 
and g e n e r a l l y very poor, these immigrants u s u a l l y turned to peddling. 
There was a c o n t i n u i n g demand f o r such merchandisers as new towns 
were founded. Some succeeded w e l l enough t o s e t t l e and found r e t a i l 
establishments i n small towns and expanding c i t i e s . Some acquired 
comfortable p o s i t o n s , and, as they became wealthy, German Jews e s t a b l i s h e d 
t h e i r own a r i s t o c r a c y . 

c. The hi g h degree o f d i s p e r s a l — there were Jews along every route to 
the west, i n c i t i e s and mining camps — and r e l a t i v e p r o s p e r i t y 
helped i n t h i s group's g e n e r a l l y s u c c e s s f u l adaptation to American 
l i f e . 

Mass Immigration from Eastern Europe 

a. The strong a n t i - J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n o f the Russian monarchy plus the 
economic upheavals o f the l a t e 18th and 19th c e n t u r i e s made l i f e 
i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t f o r the Jews o f Russia and Poland. The 
changing s t a t u s o f the peasants and the I n d u s t r i a l Revolution 
squeezed the Jews out o f t h e i r r o l e s as middlemen and a r t i s a n s . 
Competition f o r jobs, r e s i d e n t i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s and pogroms made 
l i f e i n Eastern Europe i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t o l e r a b l e f o r the l a r g e 
masses o f Jews confined w i t h i n the Pale o f Settlement. 

b. The p o s s i b i l i t y o f freedom and oppor t u n i t y i n the New World made 
emigration c o n t i n u a l l y more a t t r a c t i v e as the 19th Century wore on. 
Some emigrants imbued w i t h love o f Zion went to P a l e s t i n e but most 
opted f o r America. 

c. Although East European Jews had been coming to the States s i n c e the 
18th Century, f o r convenience, the East European m i g r a t i o n i s con­
s i d e r e d t o have begun i n earnest i n 1881. The May Laws forced e v i c t i o n 
o f Jews from t h e i r places o f residence, i n c r e a s e d t h e i r d i s a b i l i t i e s 
and sanctioned a n t i - J e w i s h a c t i v i s m , which r e s u l t e d i n mass Jewish 
emigration. S i x hundred thousand Jews entered the United States from 
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1881-1900,and by 1903 Jewish p o p u l a t i o n numbered about 1,250,000. 
And a q u a r t e r o f a century l a t e r , there were 4,500,000 Jews i n the 
United S t a t e s . 

d. The Jewish immigration was p a r t o f a general movement o f Europeans 
to the United States at the time. The Jews,however,came to s t a y 
and had one o f the lowest r a t e s o f r e t u r n o f a l l groups. 

B. Patterns o f Adjustment 

1. Economic 

a. In c o l o n i a l times most Jews were p e t t y shopkeepers; others played 
a p a r t i n developing trade -with the Indians i n overland commerce. 
There were a few farmers and some wealthy merchants and s h i p p e r s . 
They were a l s o p a r t o f the t i d e o f s e t t l e r s — p e d d l e r s , f u r t r a d e r s , 
Indian t r a d e r s , r e a l e s t a t e promoters, e t c . -- moving to new areas 
o f settlement. 

b. The German Jews, a r r i v i n g d u r i n g America's great expansion westward, 
turned almost e x c l u s i v e l y to peddling i n newly e s t a b l i s h e d p o i n t s 
o f settlement as w e l l as i n those s t a t e s which had a s u b s t a n t i a l 
German C h r i s t i a n settlement. In the great m a j o r i t y , t h e y were 
tradesmen^and they made the adjustment to America w i t h r e l a t i v e ease. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy was the c o n t r i b u t i o n o f a small group o f 
German Jewish investment bankers a f t e r the C i v i l War when American 
economy was l o o k i n g to Europe f o r sources o f i t s c a p i t a l requirements. 
The personal b a s i s f o r o b t a i n i n g c r e d i t gave the German Jews,with 
t h e i r c l o s e f a m i l y t i e s t o brethren i n Europe,a u s e f u l edge,and they 
played a s t r a t e g i c r o l e i n p r o v i d i n g c a p i t a l from Europe f o r America's 
i n d u s t r i a l development. With the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f investment 
banking, the Jewish r o l e receded ,and they c u r r e n t l y p l a y a d e c i d e d l y 
minor r o l e i n t h i s area. 

c. The East European Jews a l s o had t h e i r share o f peddlers but they were 
incomparably fewer than those who f l o c k e d to shops and f a c t o r i e s . 
Jews were i n v o l v e d i n s p e c i f i c businesses a s s o c i a t e d w i t h r e l i g i o u s 
needs such as r i t u a l s l a u g h t e r i n g , and the s a l e o f wine and l i q u o r , 
as w e l l as manufacture o f caps, and the New York Cotton Exchange. 
Jews predominated i n c l o t h i n g manufacture (1885 - o f 241 garment 
f a c t o r i e s i n New York, 234 were J e w i s h ) . The great m a j o r i t y o f 
manufacturers were German Jews o f East European c u l t u r a l background 
from Posen. The i n d u s t r y was founded by Jews and remained l a r g e l y 
i n t h e i r hands. Thanks to the unique background o f Jewish workers, 
the d r i f t from manual l a b o r occupations t o trade and to the pro­
f e s s i o n s s t a r t e d very e a r l y . I t was common at f i r s t f o r immigrants 
to work i n the shop and to study at n i g h t to enter a p r o f e s s i o n . 
However, the i n f l u x o f l a r g e numbers o f a r r i v a l s who had been a r t i s a n s 
and tradesmen saw a commensurate in c r e a s e i n the number o f workers 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y . Numbers engaged i n mechanical 
t r a d e s , c a r p e n t e r i n g and p a i n t i n g a l s o i n c r e a s e d . 
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2. The Labor Movement 

The concentration of a massive number o f East European immigrants 
i n the l a r g e c i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y New York and i n the garment trades 
which were then i n the e a r l y stages o f expansion, had s i g n i f i c a n t 
r e s u l t s f o r trade unionism and the l a b o r movement. In a d d i t i o n to 
s p e c i f i c s k i l l s and s p e c i a l i z e d experience, many brought w i t h them 
a passion f o r s o c i a l j u s t i c e and i n d u s t r i a l democracy which had 
p r e v i o u s l y found expression i n the Russian Bund. These developments 
must be understood w i t h i n the framework o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and the 
growth of unions i n the U n i t e d States as a whole. The f a c t o r s 
which made the garment trades a t t r a c t i v e t o the new Jewish immigrant 
were: 

a. The concentration o f the i n d u s t r y i n the p o r t o f a r r i v a l 
b. Jewish ownership which f a c i l i t a t e d c o n t a c t s . 
c. The work which r e q u i r e d long hours but not s p e c i a l p h y s i c a l 

c a p a b i l i t i e s . 
d. Large p r o p o r t i o n o f immigrants who had experience i n t a i l o r i n g 

and r e l a t e d s k i l l s . Some o f the s k i l l s r e q u i r e d were undemanding 
and could be learned on the j o b . 

e. Sense o f k i n s h i p w i t h e a r l i e r a r r i v a l s who were always w i l l i n g 
to help. 

f. Work was done i n small shops not f a c t o r i e s and the l i m i t e d c a p i t a l 
r e q u i r e d gave hope f o r u l t i m a t e l y becoming an independent entrepeneur. 

The l a r g e s c a l e developments of the consumer goods i n d u s t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y 
garment t r a d e s , had a s o c i a l as w e l l as economic impact on American 
s o c i e t y . Concentration i n the trade a l s o r e s u l t e d i n the unique 
Jewish trade unionism which strengthened and i n f l u e n c e d the t o t a l l a b o r 
movement i n the United S t a t e s . Imbued w i t h f a i t h i n s o c i a l i s m , the 
union leaders viewed t h e i r movement as more than a mere e f f o r t t o 
improve wages and working c o n d i t i o n s ; i t was a f i r s t step toward a 
more j u s t s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y . With the s p i r i t e d l e a d e r s h i p a v a i l a b l e , 
e f f o r t s t o organize began i n the e i g h t i e s o f the l a s t century but the 
f i r m establishment o f the garment trades union d i d not occur u n t i l 
1909-1910 when two s p e c t a c u l a r mass s t r i k e s l a i d the foundation f o r 
the ILGWU. The Amalgamated C l o t h i n g Workers Union i n the men's garment 
trades and others f o l l o w e d s u i t . 

I t i s important to note t h a t although the goal o f s o c i a l i s m receded i n t o 
the background, the z e a l and resourcefulness o f the o r g a n i z e r s helped 
to improve and expand the goals o f American unionism. The s p e c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s between Jewish boss and Jewish worker helped widen the 
scope o f the b a r g a i n i n g process and grievance procedures, and expanded 
the union's r o l e i n t o many s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s . 

R e s t r i c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n i n 1921 and 1924 brought a d e c l i n e i n immigration 
a f t e r 1925, and many Jews turned to white c o l l a r work and the p r o f e s s i o n s . 
The main f a c t o r i n the d e c l i n e o f the number o f Jews i n the needle trades 
according t o Herberg, was the r e l u c t a n c e o f Jewish workers to have t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n f o l l o w them i n t o manual l a b o r and the preference to see them 
r i s e on the s o c i a l s c a l e to p r o f e s s i o n a l o r white c o l l a r s t a t u s . The 
p r o l e t a r i a n Jew i n the U n i t e d States was l a r g e l y a one generation phen­
omenon. There i s a very very small number among farmers and u n s k i l l e d 
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and almost none among the w e a l t h i e s t — the Jewish economic pyramid 
has no base and no apex. 

3. Jews i n Other Areas o f Economic Endeavor 

Jews have been prominent i n new f i e l d s o f e n t e r p r i s e not preempted by 
o l d e s t a b l i s h e d i n t e r e s t s , f o r which some l e v e l of t e c h n i c a l knowledge 
was r e q u i r e d . In many cases, the new f i e l d s o f f e r e d freedom f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l i n i t i a t i v e . Here we can l i s t movies, e l e c t r o n i c s , p l a s t i c s y 

t e l e v i s i o n , a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g and a d v e r t i s i n g . 

Growing demand i n formerly r e s t r i c t e d f i e l d s broke down b a r r i e r s i n 
teaching, s c i e n c e , engineering, e t c . 

The f r e e p r o f e s s i o n s , such as medicine, law, accounting, t e a c h i n g , 
because o f merit systems and freedom from employer d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
a t t r a c t e d Jews from e a r l y days o f East European settlement. 

4. U r b a n i z a t i o n 

Most Jewish immigrants had r e s i d e d i n towns and c i t i e s i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s 
of o r i g i n . As a r t i s a n s , s e m i - p r o f e s s i o n a l s o r young people without 
s p e c i a l t r a i n i n g , they f i t t e d i n e a s i l y to the expanding c i t i e s and 
emerging i n d u s t r i e s o f America. Jewish occupational s t r u c t u r e w i t h i t s 
emphasis on t r a d e , the p r o f e s s i o n s and other white c o l l a r occupations 
proved t o presage the b a s i c o c c u p a t i o n a l trends i n the modern world. 
The la r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f Jews who became c i t y d wellers were a l s o a 
harbinger o f the demographic trends o f the 20th Century as an i n c r e a s i n g 
p r o p o r t i o n o f the American people moved from farm to c i t y . 

I n s o f a r as i n t e r n a l m i g r a t i o n i s concerned, the Jews moved w i t h the 
general p o p u l a t i o n t i d e , f l o c k i n g to i n d u s t r i a l and commercial centers 
which a t t r a c t e d other migrants as w e l l . 

5. Anti-Semitism 

U n t i l the l a t t e r p a r t o f the 19th Century, anti-Semitism had l i t t l e e f f e c t 
on American l i f e and the Jewish community. Although most immigrants 
c a r r i e d w i t h them European a n t i - J e w i s h s t e r e o t y p e s , Jewish immigrants 
o f the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d and mid-19th Century found l i f e i n America com­
f o r t a b l e and promising. The economic and s o c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n which d i d 
e x i s t was not i d e o l o g i c a l l y based and d i d not prevent them from j o i n i n g 
the mainstream o f American l i f e . I t l e d i n s t e a d to the c r e a t i o n o f 
Jewish clubs and i n s t i t u t i o n s t o s u b s t i t u t e f o r those which d i s c r i m i n a t e d . 
In general the Jews enjoyed the democratic and humanitarian ideas o f a 
p e r i o d which welcomed a l l s o r t s o f European immigrants and o f f e r e d them 
u n r e s t r i c t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

A f t e r 1870, the i n c r e a s i n g v i s i b i l i t y o f the Jews as a r e s u l t o f the 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f wealth gave impetus t o a n t i - S e m i t i c r e a c t i o n s . At the 
same time t h a t the Jew was regarded as the q u i n t e s s e n t i a l parvenu, 
c i t y d w e l l e r and i n t e r n a t i o n a l manipulator o f wealth, the s u s p i c i o n o f 
a l l f o r e i g n e r s was growing. Exacerbating the s i t u a t i o n was the f l o o d of 
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East European immigrants whose strange appearance and e x o t i c way o f 
l i f e aroused h o s t i l i t y . N a t i v i s t Americans d i d not d i f f e r e n t i a t e 
between e a r l i e r and l a t e r immigrants and began to p r a c t i c e d i s c r i m ­
i n a t i o n against a l l Jews. S o c i a l club and r e s o r t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was 
followed by e x c l u s i o n from p r i v a t e schools and c o l l e g e s , f r a t e r n a l 
lodges and housing. Reaction to t h i s was the establishment o f p a r a l l e l 
Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s with which Jews were a s s o c i a t e d and which became 
a form o f Jewish i d e n t i t y . 

More d i s c o n c e r t i n g than s o c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was the i d e o l o g i c a l 
anti-Semitism expressed i n r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l l y based movements. 
The fundamentalist Ku Klux Klan a c t i v a t e d o l d f o l k myths o f the Jews 
as C h r i s t - k i l l e r s . By 1930 racism was added to the armory o f a n t i -
Semites. Even more s i g n i f i c a n t i d e o l o g i c a l l y were the a t t a c k s on 
Jews based on b e l i e f i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l subversion. The Jew.was 
regarded as h a l f banker, h a l f B o l s h e v i s t c o n s p i r i n g to s e i z e the n a t i o n and 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l power. This n a t i v i s t ferment was manifested i n the 
P o p u l i s t movement, the Klan and Ford's Dearborn Independent which per­
petuated the canard o f the Jewish i n t e r n a t i o n a l conspiracy. N a t i v i s t 
a g i t a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n the a n t i - i m m i g r a t i o n laws o f the 20's. 

Anti-Semitism reached i t s most v i r u l e n t form i n the United States during 
the t h i r t i e s and f o r t i e s u n t i l World War I I when a f l o o d o f p r i n t e d 
and broadcast m a t e r i a l s blamed Jews f o r a l l n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
problems. Popular awareness o f the enormity o f the Holocaust had a 
sobering e f f e c t on Americans. The ensuing sense o f g u i l t r e s u l t e d i n a 
drop i n a n t i - S e m i t i c a c t i v i t y which was b o l s t e r e d by the v i g i l a n c e o f 
c i v i l r i g h t s and i n t e r g r o u p agencies. 

c ־ Jewish Communal L i f e 

Throughout Jewish h i s t o r y , the sense o f mutual r e s p o n s i b l i t y w i t h i n the 
Jewish community has played an important r o l e . U n l i k e Europe, where the 
organized Jewish community, the K e h i l l a h , was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r communal 
we l f a r e and exerted a measure o f c o n t r o l over i t s members, the American 
Jewish community could e x i s t o n l y because o f the v o l u n t a r y a l l e g i a n c e o f 
i t s members. Voluntarism was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f American l i f e as a whole 
and other i n s t i t u t i o n s , the C h r i s t i a n churches, f o r example, grew and 
f l o u r i s h e d under these c o n d i t i o n s . 

For the f i r s t century and a h a l f o f i t s e x i s t e n c e Jewish communal a f f a i r s 
were c e n t r a l i z e d to an extent because the s i n g l e congregation i n each 
e x i s t i n g community was able to keep members i n l i n e . With the increase 
i n numbers, new congregations began to compete f o r members and e x t r a -
synagogal o r g a n i z a t i o n s were formed, undermining any aspect o f c e n t r a l 
c o n t r o l . The Jewish p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r c h a r i t a b l e and other a s s o c i a t i v e 
groups, a tendency c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f America as w e l l , was given f u l l r e i n 
as the Jewish community grew. Every need brought f o r t h an o r g a n i z a t i o n 
to f i l l i t . 
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1. C h a r i t y and Welfare 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y , Jews have always taken care o f t h e i r l e s s f o r t u n a t e 
brethren, and they have continued t o do so i n t h i s country s i n c e 
Stuyvesant's warning to the f i r s t Jewish immigrants to take care of 
t h e i r poor. The Germans formed f r a t e r n a l and mutual a i d s o c i e t i e s , 
and t h e i r growing p r o s p e r i t y made the dispensing o f c h a r i t y a r e l a t i v e l y 
minor problem. 

With the a r r i v a l i n t h i s country o f multitudes o f p e n n i l e s s immigrants, 
who r e q u i r e d t r a i n i n g , e d ucational a s s i s t a n c e and d i r e c t r e l i e f , the 
na t i v e community rose t o the occasion. 

Out o f a sense of mutual r e s p o n s i b l i t y and fe a r t h a t the i n f l u x o f 
fo r e i g n e r s might evoke anti-Semitism, the German Jewish l e a d e r s h i p 
created agencies to meet the new needs and set the p a t t e r n f o r Jewish 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l i f e . The East European newcomers brought t h e i r own 
t r a d i t i o n s o f s e l f help and developed t h e i r own i n s t i t u t i o n s . In 
order t o cope with the heavy demands o f the various s e r v i c e o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s f o r funds, the Federation movement, begun i n 1895, created 
u n i f i e d fund r a i s i n g . To c a r r y out s p e c i a l f u n c t i o n s i n developing 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , a p r o f e s s i o n a l Jewish c i v i l s e r v i c e was developed. 
Far beyond t h e i r w e l f are f u n c t i o n s , these agencies served t o u n i f y 
the Jewish community and served as a medium o f Jewish i d e n t i t y . 
They have a l s o pioneered i n e r e c t i n g and p e r f e c t i n g the machinery 
f o r s o l i c i t a t i o n , c o l l e c t i o n and a l l o c a t i o n o f unprecedented funds 
as w e l l as i n i n n o v a t i v e methods i n s o c i a l w e l f a r e . 

2. R e l i g i o u s D i v e r s i t y W i t h i n Judaism 

a. Sephardic Orthodoxy. E a r l y Sephardic synagogues were the c e n t r a l 
c o n t r o l l i n g Jewish communal body i n various c i t i e s and served both 
Sephardim and Ashkenazim. The mode o f worship was Orthodox and the 
synagogue served the community's welfare and s o c i a l needs. The i n f l u x 
o f immigrants brought a p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f synagogues and s t y l e s of wor­
s h i p . Orthodox Ashkenasic i n s t i t u t i o n s were founded. 

b. Reform Judaism. Mid-19th Century German immigration brought w i t h i t 
the Reform movement which had begun i n Germany. I t developed i t s own 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t o serve the r e l i g i o u s and educational needs o f i t s mem­
bers . The Union of American Hebrew Congregations and Hebrew Union 
College were founded i n the lSTO's. The o r i g i n a l hope was to create 
a r a b b i n i c synod and an American-Jewish r e l i g i o n which would conform 
w i t h modernity and be accepted by a l l . The emphasis was on the Jews 
as a r e l i g i o n w i t h a mission to emphasize s o c i a l j u s t i c e and the ideo­
l o g i c a l break w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l observance. However, l e d by Isaac Leeser, 
the more t r a d i t i o n a l elements o f Jewry i n the 19th Century America sought 
to create an indigenous American form o f Judaism on t r a d i t i o n a l l i n e s , one 
tha t would r e t a i n the Sabbath, d i e t a r y laws, Hebrew prayers and the 
c e n t r a l i t y o f the r e t u r n t o Zion. 
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c. East European Orthodoxy and Conservative Judaism. With the i n f l u x 
o f l a r g e numbers o f East European Jews, s t a r t i n g i n 1881, there came 
an i n f u s i o n o f s t r i c t t r a d i t i o n a l i s m and an e f f o r t to t r a n s p l a n t the 
orthodoxy o f Eastern Europe to give s t a b i l i t y and comfort to those 
who d i d not know the language or customs o f America. The Orthodox 
group e s t a b l i s h e d i t s own i n s t i t u t i o n s -- Union of Orthodox Rabbis and 
r a b b i n i c a l seminary, and t r i e d to maintain t r a d i t i o n a l standards o f 
observance among i t s c o n s t i t u e n t s . They produced t h e i r own form o f 
American Judaism which was based on the premise t h a t one could l i v e i n 
modern American s o c i e t y and yet observe the Jewish law s t r i c t l y . 

At the same time the American t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s , i n an e f f o r t t o counter­
act the Reform movement which predominated among the wealthy German 
Jews, organized the Jewish T h e o l o g i c a l Seminary i n order to t r a i n r a b b i s 
i n t r a d i t i o n a l Judaism w i t h i n a modern American framework. They accepted 
the p o s s i b l i t y o f c a r e f u l l y r e g u l a t e d change i n Jewish observance because 
they regarded Judaism as h i s t o r i c a l and t h e r e f o r e a c o n s t a n t l y developing 
r e l i g i o n . Out o f t h i s emerged the Conservative movement which, l i k e 
Reform, had i t s roots i n Western Europe. 

In t r e a t i n g the h i s t o r y o f the American Jewish community, i t i s important 
to bear i n mind the spectrum o f v a r i a n t s which are subsumed under the 
r u b r i c o f Jewish r e l i g i o n i n t h i s country. 

3. Jewish Education 

Jewish education has been one of the o l d e s t and most u n i v e r s a l aspects 
o f Jewish community e f f o r t s under communal and synagogal auspices. 

a. In the e a r l y days o f settlement i n America, education was l e f t t o 
inadequate synagogue s u p e r v i s i o n and p a r e n t a l d i s c r e t i o n . Much o f 
the immigrant's energy was devoted to s u r v i v a l but s c h o o l i n g was not 
neglected. By the mid-19th Century, p u b l i c education, regarded as 
a step toward A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n , overwhelmed both congregational and 
p r i v a t e Jewish schools. Most c h i l d r e n were sent t o p u b l i c schools 
which o f f e r e d a quick free route to A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n . 

b. The d e s i r e t o combine Jewish study w i t h p u b l i c school attendance and 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s inherent i n a f u l l day school system r e s u l t e d i n 
the concept o f a f t e r school supplementary Jewish education. Small 
u n a f f i l i a t e d schools and l a r g e community schools o f the e a r l y 20th 
Century gave way to c o n g r e g a t i o n a l l y run c l a s s e s o f the Reform Sunday 
School program and the Conservative and Orthodox week-day sc h o o l s . 

c. Secular Y i d d i s h schools were e s t a b l i s h e d by p r o l e t a r i a n groups to 
teach Y i d d i s h and s o c i a l i s m . 

d־. . Recent e f f o r t s at improvement have been made by l o c a l Boards o f Jewish 
Education. Teacher t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s have been developed. 
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e. Today there i s an i n t e r e s t i n the day school which has seen expanded 
r e g i s t r a t i o n and programming. 

f. Schools o f higher l e a r n i n g have been e s t a b l i s h e d by a l l three s e c t o r s 
o f American Judaism to provide teacher t r a i n i n g i n s t i t u t e s and s c h o l a r l y 
t r a i n i n g t o i n s u r e Jewish c o n t i n u i t y . 

4. Jewish C u l t u r a l A c t i v i t i e s 

The greatest f l o u r i s h i n g i n t h i s area came w i t h the l a r g e i n f l u x o f 
Jews i n the 20th Century. 

a. L i t e r a t u r e . Jews i n America produced a r i c h Y i d d i s h l i t e r a t u r e which 
i n c l u d e d n o v e l s , poetry, drama and j o u r n a l i s m . The Y i d d i s h t h e a t e r i n 
i t s prime was considered to be on a higher l e v e l than the n a t i v e American 
stage. Most s i g n i f i c a n t was the r o l e o f the Y i d d i s h press as a c r e a t i v e 
o u t l e t and an Americanizing agent. 

Hebrew, which had been taught i n American c o l l e g e s i n c o l o n i a l times 
became the v e h i c l e o f expression f o r a group o f American Jewish w r i t e r s 
a f t e r World War I . Poetry, novels and p e r i o d i c a l s were pu b l i s h e d w i t h 
American and Jewish themes i n the Hebrew language. A major concern 
was the search by immigrants f o r an American-Jewish i d e n t i t y . Hebrew 
l i t e r a t u r e was a l s o enriched by t r a n s l a t i n g works o f American poets 
and n o v e l i s t s . 

The American Jewish w r i t e r has played a major r o l e i n the 20th Century 
n o v e l , ranging from e a r l y romanticism and the s o u l searching i d e o l o g i c a l 
" p r o l e t a r i a n " n o v e l , to the novel o f the detached Jew seeking meaning i n 
h i s l i f e . Some o f the current crop o f popular Jewish n o v e l i s t s regard 
t h e i r Jewishness as a burden, others t r y to plumb i t s depths; a l l have 
a wide audience and an important r o l e i n contemporary f i c t i o n . 

There are many Jewish e s s a y i s t s and n o v e l i s t s but few d i r e c t t h e i r t a l e n t s 
to p r i m a r i l y Jewish themes. 

With the disappearance o f Y i d d i s h as mother tongue f o r native-born 
Americans, the Y i d d i s h press can no longer serve the American Jewish 
p u b l i c . There has been i n s t e a d a steady growth i n the number o f E n g l i s h 
newspapers and E n g l i s h p e r i o d i c a l s o f Jewish i n t e r e s t . 

b. Cinema. The Jews were pioneers i n the movie i n d u s t r y as producers and 
d i s t r i b u t o r s . They recognized the mass entertainment p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
and went ahead to f i l l the need and add an important element to 
contemporary American c u l t u r e . 

c. S c h o l a r s h i p . In a d d i t i o n to a s s u r i n g the Jewish education o f h i s 
c h i l d r e n , even the poorest immigrant, out o f the t r a d i t i o n a l Jewish 
love and respect f o r l e a r n i n g , exerted every e f f o r t t o keep h i s c h i l d r e n 
i n s c h o o l , o f t e n at great s a c r i f i c e . Education was regarded as the key 
to advancement i n the f r e e American s o c i e t y and echoed the Jewish t r a ­
d i t i o n t h a t " l e a r n i n g i s the f i n e s t merchandise." 
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In recent years most Jewish c h i l d r e n have attended c o l l e g e and gone 
on t o p r o f e s s i o n a l and graduate education i n a v a r i e t y o f f i e l d s . 
They have made important i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n resear c h , 
s c h o l a r s h i p and teaching. 

d. Zionism. Zionism i n America began long before the formulations 
of the East Europeans and o f H e r z l . I t was p a r t o f the P a l e s t i n e -
o r i e n t e d romantic t r a d i t i o n born o f the Anglo-American C h r i s t i a n 
m i l l e n i a l v i s i o n . The f i r s t American Z i o n i s t was Mordecai Manuel 
Noah o f the mid-19th Century, a j o u r n a l i s t and p l a y w r i g h t , United 
States consul and p o l i t i c i a n . In h i s * ,Discourse on the R e s t o r a t i o n 
of the Jews," he proposed that P a l e s t i n e be purchased from the S u l t a n 
and s e t t l e d by Jews. When t h i s aroused l i t t l e response, he proclaimed 
an American A r r a r a t and l a i d the cornerstone f o r an American Jewish 
colony i n upstate New York. There were other dreamers but i t was 
not u n t i l the lar g e Russian Jewish immigration t h a t American Zionism 
acquired the i n c e n t i v e o f p r e s s i n g need. An American branch o f Lovers 
of Zion was formed and a f t e r the f i r s t World Z i o n i s t Congress they 
were r e c o n s t i t u t e d as Z i o n i s t s o c i e t i e s . In 1898 the Federation o f 
American Z i o n i s t s was founded and i t s Board i n c l u d e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of Orthodox, Conservative and Reform r a b b i n a t e s . Because o f the mixed 
nature o f American Jewry, American Z i o n i s t s became the mediators between 
East and West i n the World Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n . In philosophy, the 
American Z i o n i s t s were and remain concerned f o r the Jewish s t a t e but not 
committeed by creed t o s e t t l e t h e r e . Brandeis was b r i e f l y Chairman 
o f the Executive Committee f o r Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s and he played a c r u c i a l 
r o l e i n the B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n and a t t r a c t e d a remarkable group o f 
people t o the movement. I t was at t h i s time, t o o , t h a t the f i r s t 
Hadassah Medical U n i t went t o P a l e s t i n e . In the 1940's, the American 
Z i o n i s t C o u n c i l was formed t o combine e f f o r t s . 

In the 30's, the s i t u a t i o n changed and American Jewry's concern turned 
to combat Nazism and domestic fascism. The defense agencies created 
to defend Jews against anti-Semitism here and abroad expanded t h e i r 
e f f o r t s . 

5. Community R e l a t i o n s and Overseas A i d 

As i n areas o f we l f a r e and r e l i g i o n , the American Jew responded t o emergency 
needs o f t h e i r brethren and proceeded t o create agencies t o defend the r i g h t s 
of Jews here and abroad. Responding to the Ki s h i n e v pogroms a group o f 
i n f l u e n t i a l Jews formed the American Jewish Committee. Continuing concern 
w i t h a n t i - J e w i s h m a n i f e s t a t i o n s i n t h i s country l e d t o the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f 
the Anti-Defamation League o f B'nai B ' r i t h . The American Jewish Congress, 
formed t o represent American Jewry at post World War I conferences, and the 
Jewish Labor Committee have been engaged i n the s t r u g g l e f o r c i v i l r i g h t s . 
Through the years these agencies have expanded t h e i r programs to i n c l u d e 
other areas o f Jewish l i f e , e s p e c i a l l y intergroup r e l a t i o n s and the r i g h t s 
of a l l m i n o r i t i e s . Umbrella agencies have been created to coordinate the 
e f f o r t s o f various groups. 

The sense o f Jewish r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the needs o f a l l Jews everywhere 
found expression i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s created s p e c i f i c a l l y t o f a c i l i t a t e the 
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r a i s i n g o f funds f o r overseas Jewry i n I s r a e l and i n other lands. The 
United Jewish Appeal i s the c h i e f channel f o r t r a n s f e r o f such funds 
u s u a l l y r a i s e d under the auspices o f Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. 
New immigrants, I s r a e l i i n s t i t u t i o n s o f higher l e a r n i n g and the O r g a n i z a t i o n 
f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n through T r a i n i n g a l s o b e n e f i t . 

6. S o c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 

S o c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n presented a challenge f o r which American Jews have 
been seeking s o l u t i o n s s i n c e the middle o f the 19th Century. 

a. With the a r r i v a l o f s i z e a b l e numbers o f Jews from Germany and t h e i r 
i n c r e a s i n g v i s i b i l i t y , Jews found themselves subjected to s o c i a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . T h e i r r e j e c t i o n by s o c i a l and f r a t e r n a l groups l e d 
them to set up t h e i r own p a r a l l e l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The f i r s t Jewish 
f r a t e r n a l group was the Independent Order o f B ! n a i B ' r i t h which com­
bined s o c i a l , p h i l o s o p h i c , c u l t u r a l and mutual b e n e f i t g o a l s . I t was 
organized i n New York but soon lodges were organized across the country 
and abroad. D i s c r i m i n a t i o n by r e s o r t s and s o c i a l clubs e l i c i t e d s i m i l a r 
r e a c t i o n s . 

b. S e r v i n g a p a r a l l e l f u n c t i o n was the Jewish c e n t e r , a n a t i v e American 
Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n designed to serve l e i s u r e - t i m e c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l 
needs o f newly a r r i v e d American Jews. The a c t i v i t i e s o f hundreds o f 
centers are coordinated by the Jewish Welfare Board, o r i g i n a l l y created 
f o r the b e n e f i t o f World War I Jewish s o l d i e r s . 

c. In the e a r l y days o f mass Russian immigration, the newcomers gathered 
together i n "landsmanshaften," groups whose u n i f y i n g f a c t o r was the 
European o r i g i n o f the members. They were organized f o r s o c i a l purposes 
as w e l l as the mutual b e n e f i t s o f h e a l t h and b u r i a l insurance. 

There i s no o v e r a l l agency which can speak f o r a l l American Jewry, and the 
p l u r a l i s m which c h a r a c t e r i z e s America c h a r a c t e r i z e s the Jewish community as 
w e l l . I t i s important t o note t h a t the l a r g e , complicated and o f t e n i n ­
d i v i d u a l i s t i c network o f Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n America f u l f i l l s important 
a s s o c i a t i v e needs o f the group and can respond i n u n i f i e d and p o s i t i v e 
f a s h i o n to s p e c i f i c l o c a l , n a t i o n a l and overseas needs. 
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Da l l a s Independent School D i s t r i c t 

B aseline Area; American Cul t u r e S t u d i 

L e v e l : 10-12 

Student Module H-l 

Jewish Americans 

To examine the r o l e and c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f Jews as an 
American m i n o r i t y group. 

To t r a c e the h i s t o r y and background o f Jewish immigration 
t o the U.S. 

To compare the l i f e s t y l e s o f American Jews to those o f 
the non-Jewish c l a s s members. 

Increased student competencies i n the h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e , 
and c o n t r i b u t i o n s of American Jews. 

Read the attached s e l e c t i o n , "How the F i g h t Began." 

Give students a copy o f the O u t l i n e Chronology o f the 
H i s t o r y o f American Jews, A t t . H-3. Have them read the 
accompanying textbook, pp. 242-267, and add s i g n i f i c a n t 
dates i n American Jewish h i s t o r y t o the chronology. 

Have Jewish members o f the c l a s s d i s t i n g u i s h among 
Reform Jews, Conservative Jews, and Orthodox Jews. 
Have them f i n d out the names o f Jewish congregations 
i n t h e i r communities. What kinds o f Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
e x i s t i n t h e i r c i t i e s ? What are the purposes o f these 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? 

Plan a Jewish C u l t u r e Day 
Students w i l l give prepared reports on the f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s 

(1) c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Jewish Americans t o the a r t s . 
(2) c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f Jewish Americans to s c i e n c e . 
(3) c o n t r i b u t i o n s of Jewish Americans t o government. 
(4) the Jewish d i e t a r y laws. 

The c l a s s as a whole w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n the f o l l o w i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s : 

(1) readings from Jewish f o l k l o r e . 
(2) f o l k dancing, 
(3) sampling o f Jewish (e t h n i c ) food. 
(4) l i s t e n t o Jewish f o l k music and/or music by Jewish 

composers. 
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American Cul t u r e Studies 

Have students read the Leo Frank Case, A t t . H-4. 
Have them decide how p r e j u d i c e played a part i n the 
s i t u a t i o n . What i f Leo Frank had been a White, a Black? 

6. Have students prepare a l i s t o f Jewish h o l i d a y s o r f e s t i v a l s 
In c l a s s , compare them to o t h e r h o l i d a y s i n gen e r a l . 
Discuss the reasons f o r each o f these h o l i d a y s . 

7. Have i n d i v i d u a l students prepare b i o g r a p h i c a l sketches o f 
any o f the f o l l o w i n g Jews and make o r a l p r e s e n t a t i o n s 
d u r i n g the c l a s s p e r i o d . Allow time f o r questions and 
comments a f t e r each r e p o r t : 

Issac M. Wise Saul Bellow 
A l b e r t A. Michelson Harry Houdini 
Robert Strauss F e l i x F r a n k f u r t e r 
Louis Brandeis David S a m o f f 
Chaim Solomon Samuel Mayer 
A l b e r t E i n s t e i n Henry K i s s i n g e r 
Jonas Salk B e l l a Abzug 
Bernard Baruch Leonard B e r n s t e i n 
Samuel Gompers Beverly S i l l s 

8. Have a small group o f students do a research r e p o r t on 
the r o l e o f Jews i n the s t r u g g l e f o r s o c i a l e q u a l i t y i n 
the United S t a t e s . 
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OUTLINE CHRONOLOGY OF THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN JEWS 

1645 - F i r s t group o f Jews a r r i v i n g i n New Amsterdam asked Peter 
Stuyvesant, the governor, f o r permission to st a y . He gave 
them permission t o stay and engage i n wholesale t r a d e . 

1657 - Jews were admitted to the r e t a i l trades i n New Amsterdam. 

1664 - E n g l i s h took over i n New Amsterdam; Jews enlarged t h e i r r i g h t s : 
1) Opened t h e i r own cemetery, 2) Became landowners, 3) B u i l t 
t h e i r f i r s t synagogue. 

1737 - Jews denied the r i g h t to vote by New York Assembly. 

1801 - David Emanuel was e l e c t e d Governor o f Georgia. 

1826 - R e s t r i c t i o n o f Jews from h o l d i n g p u b l i c o f f i c e i n Maryland 
was removed. 

1868 - R e s t r i c t i o n o f Jews from h o l d i n g p u b l i c o f f i c e was removed i n 
North C a r o l i n a . 
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THE CASE OF LEO FRANK 

Leo Frank, born i n Texas i n 1884 to a f a m i l y o f German immigrants, was r a i s e d 

i n Brooklyn, New York. A f t e r studying mechanical engineering, he moved to A t l a n t a 

i n 1907 where h i s uncle, Moses Frank, gave him a job as superintendent o f h i s 

p e n c i l f a c t o r y . On A p r i l 27, 1913 a young employee by the name o f Mary Phagan, 

was found murdered i n the f a c t o r y basement. Frank was a r r e s t e d the next day and 

charged with the crime. The key p r o s e c u t i o n witness was suspected by many as being 

the t r u e c u l p r i t . Despite the f l i m s y nature o f the evidence, the dubious c h a r a c t e r 

of many o f the prosecution's witnesses, and Frank's own eloquent testimony, the 

j u r y found him g u i l t y . During the t r i a l , mobs gathered o u t s i d e the courthouse 

shouting t h a t Leo Frank the Jew, should be hung. During the appeal, a w e l l known 

and h i g h l y r a c i s t p o l i t i c i a n named Tom Watson, u t i l i z e d h i s weekly p u b l i c a t i o n , 

The J e f f e r s o n Magazine, to demand the execution o f the " f i l t h y , p e r v e r t e d , New York 

Jew." Watson helped to found the Knights o f Mary Phagan, an a n t i - S e m i t i c s o c i e t y 

which sought to organize a boycott o f a l l Jewish owned sto r e s and businesses through­

out Georgia. 

Frank's lawyers l o s t the appeal which had gone a l l the way to the United States 

Supreme Court. Frank's case became a r a l l y i n g p o i n t f o r many prominent C h r i s t i a n s 

and Jews who f e l t an i n j u s t i c e was being done. On June 21st, 1915, s h o r t l y before 

the scheduled execution, Frank's sentence was commuted to l i f e imprisonment by 

Georgia Governor John S l a t o n , who was p e r s o n a l l y convinced o f h i s innocence. This 

d e c i s i o n , which cost Governor S l a t o n h i s p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r , inflamed the emotions 

of a mob which dragged Leo Frank from h i s j a i l c e l l i n 1915 and hanged him. 

Source: The Encyclopedia J u d a i c a . 
For a more complete d e s c r i p t i o n read: A L i t t l e G i r l i s Dead, by Harry Golden 



Page 73 

THE CASE OF LEO FRANK 

Student Response Sheet 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n : 

1. Trace the beginnings and subsequent settlement o f Jewish 
immigrants i n the U.S. g i v i n g s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n t o the 
Northern and Eastern S t a t e s . 

2. Why were Jewish immigrant groups subjected t o d i s c r i m i n a t o r y 
and r a c i s t p r a c t i c e s ? 

3. Trace the h i s t o r y o f anti-Semitism i n the U.S. 

4. What has been the Jewish response t o a n t i - S e m i t i c p r a c t i c e s i n 
i n the U.S.? 

5. I n v e s t i g a t e the p r i n t and non-print media's response t o 
i d e n t i f i a b l e e t h n i c groups i n the U.S. 

Focus : What could have prevented Leo Frank's hanging? 
Had you been Governor S l a t o n , what a c t i o n ( s ) would you have taken? 
Could the Leo Frank Case happen today? Support your answer. 

Extension: 

What l e g a l enactments have been enacted to guarantee f a i r treatment 
and j u s t i c e f o r the Jewish People? 

What i m p l i c a t i o n s does the Leo Frank case have f o r other i d e n t i f i a b l e 
e t h n i c groups i n the U.S.? 
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HOW THE FIGHT BEGAN 

by Joseph Opatoshu 

The s t r e e t - c a r stopped at a corner. Passengers stepped o f f and on. As the 
car began to move again, a gang o f toughs pushed i n n o i s i l y and sprawled out over 
the s e a t s . 

They t a l k e d l o u d l y , shoved each other, a l l the while b a i t i n g and harassing one 
o f t h e i r number, the s k i n n i e s t and sm a l l e s t i n the gang. The v i c t i m ' s eyes leaped 
f o o l i s h l y as he t r i e d t o see who was whacking h i s head from behind. He t r i e d to 
get away, but they kept shoving and poking him mockingly from a l l s i d e s . The other 
people i n the car were amused by these a n t i c s . But the young v i c t i m f i n a l l y hung 
h i s head l i k e a whipped dog. 

Suddenly he looked up and p o i n t e d to a peddler s i t t i n g i n the car. "Sheeny! 
Look at the sheeny-beardl" 

Across from him sat an o l d Jew, a peddler, w i t h baskets hung across h i s 
shoulders. He seemed to be t r y i n g t o make h i m s e l f smaller and s m a l l e r so th a t 
he would take up l e s s space. His eyes darted here and there l i k e those o f a 
scared r a b b i t as he t r i e d t o avoid the glances o f those around him. Whenever 
the c a r shook, the baskets on h i s shoulders banged against h i s t e e t h . 

The gang o f toughs immediately forgot about t h e i r previous v i c t i m and s t u d i e d 
the peddler f o r a few moments. Then, having looked at each other knowingly, they 
began t o laugh i n a way th a t c u r d l e d the o l d man's blood. 

The skinny boy, i n an obvious e f f o r t t o r e g a i n h i s l o s t esteem, leaped across 
the car and grabbed the Jew's beard. Growling l i k e a dog before he barks, he 
sn a r l e d through h i s t e e t h : 

"Whis-kers! Whis^kers!" 

The Jew whacked him across the hand and the gang almost danced f o r j o y . 

" K i s s the sheeny! K i s s the sheeny!" 

Inside the c a r , everything had grown deadly q u i e t . The few Jews i n the 
car h i d t h e i r faces behind t h e i r newspapers, t r y i n g t o go unnoticed. 

But one pale young man got up and faced the skinny tough, h i s eyes b l a z i n g 
as though they were about t o pop out o f h i s head. 

"What d i d that o l d man ever do to you?" 

The tough l e t go of the peddler's beard, seemingly taken aback by the young 
man's eyes, and s t a r t e d t o t u r n away. One o f the gang c a l l e d out: 
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"What's i t h i s business, B i l l ? He must be a sheeny, t o o ! " 

"Give him one on the nose!" 

"Rap him i n the eye, B i l l ! " 

"What're you w a i t i n ' f o r , B i l l ? " 

"Attaway B i l l ! Now, you're doin' i t ! " 

The young man f e l t a blow on h i s cheek t h a t knocked him back to one of 
the s e a t s . He t r i e d to get up again, but found h i m s e l f w r e s t l i n g with one o f 
the gang who was p i n n i n g him down. 

The skinny one meanwhile had resumed h i s harassment o f the o l d peddler, 
p u l l i n g h i s beard and c a l l i n g him names. The o l d man t r i e d to push him away 
as he berated him i n Y i d d i s h . 

"Gangster! What d i d I ever do to you?" 

The passengers i n the car looked on c o l d l y . Some o f them smiled a l i t t l e as 
though they were watching two boys i n a s t r e e t f i g h t . The few Jews i n the c a r 
b u r i e d t h e i r heads deeper i n t h e i r newspapers, l o o k i n g up nervously at the scene, 
tremb l i n g i n f e a r and angry a g i t a t i o n . But f e a r was st r o n g enough to keep them 
frozen i n t h e i r p l a c e s . 

Suddenly a young woman appeared i n the midst o f the toughs and began to tug 
at the one who was tormenting the peddler. 

"You ought to be ashamed o f y o u r s e l f , you b u l l y l What d i d t h i s o l d man do 
to you? You're only tough because he can't defend h i m s e l f ! You c a l l y o u r s e l f 
an American?" 

The peddler looked up at her g r a t e f u l l y . 

One of the gang came to the young woman's help and a l s o p u l l e d at the skinny 
one. "OK, B i l l , l e t him alone! Can't you see the lady wants you to l e t the 
sheeny alone!" 

"Yeah, I ' l l l e t him alone! But f i r s t he has to promise to shave o f f h i s 
sheeny whiskers!" He turned to the o l d man. " I ' l l give you a quarter f o r the 
barber!" 

"I'm a sheeny, too!" the young woman exclaimed. "And i f any one of you 
comes near me I ' l l s l a p h i s f a c e ! " 

"Aha! A sheeny l a d y ! " The whole gang immediately surrounded her. "Slap 
me f i r s t ! " s a i d the skinny one, as he reached f o r the peddler's beard. 

She slapped him so hard t h a t the sound reverberated through the c a r . 

"Three cheers f o r the l a d y ! " one o f the passengers c a l l e d out. 
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A tough brandished h i s f i s t at her. 

"Keep your d i r t y hands o f f her!" came a c r y from another p a r t o f the car. 
The Jews behind t h e i r newspapers threw them away and clenched t h e i r f i s t s . 

And t h a t ' s how the f i g h t began . . . 
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HOW THE FIGHT BEGAN 

Student Response Sheet 

1. How do you respond to peer pressure? 

2. Imagine t h a t you are the Jewish peddler, how would you deal 
with the gang? 

3. What do you see as the cause(s) and p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n s to p r e j u d i c e ? 

4. Given the s t o r y , do you t h i n k " d i s c r e t i o n " i s the b e t t e r p a r t of v a l o r 
( l i k e the r o l e o f the other Jewish s t r e e t c a r r i d e r s ) o r being a s s e r t i v e 
( l i k e the Jewish woman), what would have been your response? 

5. How do you deal w i t h p r e j u d i c e as experienced p e r s o n a l l y o r against 
others? 

6. What i s your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y / r o l e i n minimizing and/or e l i m i n a t i n g 
p r e j u d i c e ? 

7. " P r e j u d i c e i s as i n g r a i n e d as apple p i e i n the American psyche." 
Discuss and defend your response. 
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AMERICAN CULTURE STUDIES UNIT 

SUGGESTED RESOURCE MATERIALS 

F i n k l e s t e i n , L o u i s , The Jews: Th e i r H i s t o r y , C u l t u r e and R e l i g i o n , 
New York, Harper and Bros., 1949. 

Gla z e r , Nathan, American Judaism, Chicago, U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago Pr e s s , 1957. 

Han d l i n , Oscar, Adventure In Freedom: 300 Years o f Jewish L i f e i n America, 
New York, McGraw-Hill, 1954. 

Janowsky, Oscar I . , Ed., The American Jew: A R e a p p r a i s a l , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 
Jewish P u b l i c a t i o n S o c i e t y , 1964 

Korn, Bertham W., American Jewry and The C i v i l War, New York, Harper and 
Row, 1962. 

Ketzer, Morris N., Today's American Jew, New York, McGraw-Hill, 1967. 

L e v i t a n , T i n a , The Jew i n American L i f e , New York, Hebrew P u b l i s h i n g 
Company, 1969. 

T e l l e r , Judd L., Strangers and N a t i v e s : The E v o l u t i o n o f the American 
Jew from 1921 to the Present, New York, Delacorte P r e s s , 1968. 
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