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INTRODUCTION

This report is submitted by the Executive of the Jewish Agency to
the Zionist General Council, convening on Tamuz 20, 5714 (21.7.54),

on the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. Theodore Herzl, the founder

of the Zionist Organization and the visionary of the Jewish State. The
report covers the period October 1st—March 31st, 1954, The report
submitted to the Zionist General Council in December, 1953, covered a
period ending September, 1953.

The financial report of the Executive for the period under review
will be submitted to the Zionist General Council separately, shortly be-
fore it convenes.

This introduction is intended to provide a short resumé of the activi-
ties of the Executive in Jerusalem over all its departments and insti-
tutions.

The report of the Executive in New York is published separately.

The Executive of the Jewish Agency held 30 meetings during the
period covered by this report. Of these, 20 were ordinary sessions and
10 plenary sessions which had the participation also of members of the
Executive in New York.

The period reviewed by this report was marked by the following
developments:

The security problems along the frontiers were aggravated as were the
political problems of Israel and its struggle in the international arena.
The Zionist Movement in all parts of the world was alerted

to meet all emergencies, and there was a strengthening of Zionist .

and national consciousness in the Jewish people as a-whole. There
was an intensification in persecution of Zionism and former Zion-

ist leaders and heads of Jewish communities in Roumania. Inten--

sified activities were carried on for increased immigration to Israel.
Closer contacts were established with Jewish non-Zionist organiza-
tions, territorial and local; Zionist information activities among non-
Jewish bodies and circles in connection with Israel’s problems were in-
tensified. There has been a marked development and consolidation of
the Jewish agricultural settlements in the country. Public opinion has

been prepared for the forthcoming Zionist Congress, and for the tasks .

of the Zionist Movement to be delineated thereat. .
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. The Chairman of the Executive and his office were engaged primarily
in clarifying the problems arising in the Zionist Movement, particularly
in connection with its present day tasks and the relationship between
the Movement and the State of Israel.

Mr. B. Locker continued his work as Chairman of the Zionist Exe-

‘cutive and participated regularly at the meetings of the Presidium of

the Zionist General Council and the supreme institutions and bodies in
which he represented the Executive,
During the period of this report, the Chairman of the Executive

_spent about four weeks in Sweden, Denmark, Holland, and France. In

the first three countries he was active in the Keren Hayesod campaign,
while in all the countries mentioned he was engaged in general Zionist
problems, in the implementation of the resolutions of the last Zionist
General Council and in strengthening the local organizations and federa-

.rations. The Chairman of the Executive consulted with public leaders,

both Jewish and non-Jewish, and addressed various circles on the prob-
lems of Israel and of the Zionist Movement.

The arrests of Zionist leaders in Roumania and the secret trials con-
ducted against them, ending in the imposition of severe prison sentences,
engaged the attention of the Chairman of the Executive who was active
in arousing public opinion in Israel and throughout the world, against
the persecution campaign. The Chairman published a statement against
these acts which constitute an attempt to liquidate the former leadership
and the intellectual circles of the Jewish community in Roumania, which
even now numbers upwards of 200,000 souls.

In connection with such activity, the Chairman participated and as-
sisted in the activities of the special “Actions Committee”, addressed
the forty Roumanian Jewish leaders who held a prolonged fast in Tel
Aviv, and maintained contacts with the Zionist federations and organi-
zations in various countries for the purpose of arousing world public
opinion concerning the persecution in Roumania and of voicing protests
against them. ' ‘

. During the period under review the Chairman of the Executive con-
tinued to give attention to the question of the “Covenant” that is to be
signed between the Government of Israel and the Zionist Executive,
following the special status conferred on the Movement by the Knesset
of Israel. The Chairman of the Executive has seen to it that the Covenant
will be signed before the convening of the session of the Zionist General
Council to which this report is submitted. .

The Chairman of the Executive and his office maintained contacts
during the period under review with the various immigrant organizations
and maintained connections with various organizations and per-
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sonalities, Jewish and non-Jewish. The London and Paris representatives
of the Public Relations Department, headed by the Chairman of the
Executive, were active in all the fields mentioned above, and extended
their services to all the Departments of the Executive in Jerusalem.

The Organization Department was engaged, during the period under
review, in implementing the resolution of the Zionist General Council

concerning the establishment of a territorial organizational framework in.
every country. This resolution actually concerns ten countries, while in-

others there is need for only certain changes and organizational improve-
ments. During the period under review Zionist conferences and meetings
were held, with the participation of representatives of the Department,
in the following countries : the U.S.A., Algiers (in conjunction with the
Keren Hayesod—the United Israel Appeal, for all countries of North
Africa), France, Holland, Austrla Canada, Ecuador, Cuba, Austraha,
New Zealand, Bombay

In France the conference had the participation of Dr.:N. Goldmann,
- Chairman of the Executive, and Mr. J. Sprinzak, President-of the Zionist
General Council and Speaker of the Knesset. The Head of -the Depart-
ment maintained close contacts with the various local organizations and
. federations and participated in several conferences, including the one in
France. Through its emissaries and representatives, the Department or-
ganized study days and seminars in various countries in Europe and
North Africa, and in Israel, in collaboration with the Wizo Executive,
for women workers from various countries. The Department devoted
considerable time to furthering shekel distribution in all parts of the
world and also endeavoured to find solutions to various constitutional
and legal problems Special activity was devoted by the Department to
the preparations for “Herzl-Year”, to mark the fiftieth anniversary of
the death of the founder of the Zionist Organization. The Department
is participating in the preparations of the mobile exhibition in memory
of Herzl, is publishing a jubilee edition of “Der Judenstaat” in several
languages, is participating in the publication of an illustrated pamphlet
on Herzl in various languages, is preparing a series of articles, photo-
graphs, etc. in connection with Herzl and his work for the foreign press,
and has also assisted in the preparation of a documentary film on Herzl.
The “Zionist Library” under the aegis of the Organization Department,
which is engaged in the publication of Herzl’s works in twenty volumes,
is preparing for the beginning of “Herzl-Year” the publication of “Der
Judenstaat” and “Altneuland” in a new scientific edition, together with

explanatory notes; Herzl’s Letters, volume IT; HerzI’s Diaries, volume I.

Other books are in the course of translation and will appear in the course
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of “Herzl-Year”. These publications are additional to the books pub-
lished by the Department in series previously commenced. The Organi-
zation Department continued during the period of this report to im-
plement the work of planning -the Herzl Mausoleum.

The Immigration Department was active during the period under

" review, in accordance with the resolutions of the Zionist General Coun-"

cil, in stimulating immigration and in examining the principles of selec-
tive immigration, with a view to mollifying existing regulations in this re-
spect. When Mr. S.Z. Shragai became Head of the Department in place of
Mr. I. Raphael who resigned, he made the following proposalswhich were
confirmed by the Executive and later by the Coordination Committee:
The category of self-supporting immigrants shall include also immi-
grants up to the age of 50 (previously up to the age of 45 only) who have
a trade or profession and who are capable of pursuing their profession
in this country, or of changing over to agriculture with medical approval;
the capitalist category shall include also immigrants above the age of
45 and professionals over the age of 50 who are possessed of at least
$7,000 (previously $10,000).

The same factors that in the last two years contributed to the reduction

. of the rate of immigration to Israel continued to exist also during the

period under review, so that immigration to Israel during the last six
months did not exceed an average of 600 per month. The Head of the
Immigration Department, its representatives and emissaries, visited various
countries in Europe and North Africa where they endeavoured to stimu-
late immigration. As a result of such activity, a certain awakening is felt
among the general public and among the various public bodies in Israel
and abroad. The Department devoted considerable attention to en-
couraging the immigration of members of the middle classes. In this
‘connection the Department put forward proposals enabling middle-class
immigrants to acquire flats for themselves in the framework of public
housing schemes;. authorizing Israel representatives abroad to issue im-
port licences for equlpment and raw materials in the possession of middle-
class immigrants preparing to come to Israel; the fixing of a uniform

- exchange rate for immigrants and investors; the freeing of goods brought

over by immigrants' by way of capital transfers from import licences, up
to a sum of $10,000, etc. Such proposals are now under consideration
By the relevant institutions. Emissaries of the Department set out for
the various countries of South America and to several countries in Eu-
rope for the purpose of offering guidance to members of the middle
classes, prior to their immigration to Israel. Such activities are not yet
reflected in the number of immigrants reaching Israel, but they are
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already leaving their mark on the economic and social structure of
immigration. '

The Immigration Department, in collaboration with other depart-
ments, was engaged in organizing immigrant nuclei abroad, particularly
in North African countries, for agricultural settlement in Israel. The
Department also dealt with the immigration of young people and
of organized groups, and in this sphere collaborated with “Ort” for the
immigration of graduates of the vocational schools of that organization.

The Department endeavoured to increase the rate of immigration
from Western countries, and the Head of the Department and its repre-
sentatives participated in the Council for Immigration from the West,
composed of Cabinet Ministers, members of the Executive and represen-
tatives of the relevant ministries and departments, The Departmenr‘ie-
voted’considerable attention to the problem of emigration from Israel.
True, during the period under review, emigration was to a certain extent
slowed down, but it continues to give concern. Meanwhile,
groups . of emigrants have begun organizing themselves abroad
for the purpose of returning to Israel. The Executive and the Coordina-
tion Committee, at the initiative of the Immigration Department,. de-
cided on granting an amnesty to the emigrants desirous of returning.
Thus emigrants are accorded a one-time privilege of deciding within a
short period to return to Israel with the limited assistance of the National
Institutions. In this respect a line of demarcation exists between emi-
grants possessing Israeli citizenship and those possessing foreign citizen-
ship. During the months January-March, 1954, the Immigration Depart-
ment received applications for the return t6 Israel from 289 emigrants.

Persia, Cochin (in India) and the countries of North Africa served
during the period under review as the principal countries of immigra- .
tion. The countries of North Africa will continue to serve as a principal
source of immigration during the coming period.

During the period of this report there were upwards of 13,000 wards
within the framework of the Youth Aliyah Department, and 235 places
of absorption throughout the country. Of these 160 were agricultural
settlements, and the remainder youth villages and educational institu-
tions of various kinds. During the period of this report Youth Aliyah

absorbed an average of 400 wards per month, especially from ma’barot;’ ;

places of immigrant concentration, and through the medium of the De-
partment’s special enterprise “From Town to Country” for the absorp-.
tion of Israeli youth. The Department continued accepting young people
of Youth Aliyah age from immigrant settlements for agricultural train-
ing and Hebrew and general education. During the period under review,
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the Youth Aliyah Department, in collaboration with Government insti-
tutions and other departments of the Jewish Agency, entered upon the
practical stage of establishing training centres for immigrant youth in
various ma’barot where the young people are trained in agriculture,
handicrafts and domestic science and where they also receive a Hebrew
and general education. The Department also continued its work of ab-

.sorbing children from immigrant families and immigrant settlements,

so that after spending a period within the educational framework of the
Department they may return to work in their parents’ farms. The Rural
Centre for Vocational Training at Kfar Vitkin, founded by the Ha-
dassah Organization in the U.S.A. and Youth Aliyah, continued its pro-
gress in training in various branches of agriculture and in affording
theofktic study in the various branches of mechanized farming. In Feb-
ruary, 1954, Youth Aliyah marked the 20th anniversary of its foundation
and the event was celebrated in Israel and abroad by various conven-
tions, etc. A special reception was held at the home of the President of
the State of Israel in honour of the veteran workers and educators of
Youth Aliyah. The President also gave a reception to representatives
of Youth Aliyah groups in which 200 boys and girls from various coun-
tries participated. During the period of this report the Department
maintained contact with international children’s organizations, while
the Head of the Department and its representatives participated in
various international conferences for children’s and youth affairs. The
Department endeavoured to afford its wards and instructors the possi-
bility of advancing in their studies.

The Absorption Department,. during the period under review, in-
creased its efforts to absorb those immigrants who since their arrival
during the years of mass immigration had not yet been absorbed. The
Department made special efforts in the constructive absorption of aged
and invalid immigrants and in transferring immigrants from ma’barot
to permanent dwellings. At the same time the Department was active
in the absorption of the immigrants that arrived to Israel during the
period under review. For the purpose of rehabilitating the derelict youth
in the ma’barot, the Department, in collaboration with other factors,
was engaged in giving them agricultural, vocational, and cultural train-
ing. The Department participates in the enterprise of transferring immi-
grants from ma’barot to zones of settlement, and it is expected that
some 3,000 people will be transferred this year to labour villages. The
Department participates in the construction fund which was increased
from I1L.400,000 to IL.800,000 for the purpose of the constructive ab-
sorption of aged immigrants at the Pardess Hannah and Ein Shemer
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~ camps. In looking after social cases among the chronically ill immi-
grants, the Department transferred during the period under review 172
patients to permanent dwellings. Since ‘the inception of this activity
(April 1952) a total of 751 patients have been transferred to permanent
dwellings. During the period under review the Department liquidated
‘seven ma’barot containing 1,962 dwellers. According to plan, the De-
partment is to liquidate another 40 ma’barot so that at the end of 1955
only eight large ma’barot, solutions for which are not yet in view, will
remain under the care of the Jewish Agency. In all, 106,109 people
were housed in temporary dwellings, as compared with 119,543 in Au-

gust, 1953. During the same period the number of families housed in?

badonim was reduced from 17,881 to 12,000; those in tin huts from
7,921 to 6,000; in tents from 883 to 58, and in huts from 3,074 to 2,192,
During the period under review, immigrants were handed over 1,969
housing units and permanent dwellings. During the period under review,
1,200 students attended Ulpanim, 400 of them attended 8 labour Ulpa-
nim in labour settlements, and 12 per cent of these expressed their
willingness to settle in agricultural settlements. The number of students
from Anglo-Saxon countries, South America and from Western Europe
rose during the period under review to 400. Seventy per cent of them
were tourists, of whom over half remained in the country. The Section
for immigrants from Anglo-Saxon countries and Latin-America extended
its activities during the period under review and placed at the disposal

of such immigrants the first 134 flats, dealt with 130 applica-

tions from these countries, particularly through the medium of
“PATWA”, extended the loans fund and its individual treatment of
immigrants, as well as its information services. During the period under
review, the staff of the Absorption Department was reduced from 1,002

to 860, and during the coming six months the staff will be reduced by
a further 120 workers.

The Agricultural Settlement Department of the Jewish Agency concen-
trated its main efforts on the consolidation of the new settlements and the -
maximum expansion of areas under irrigation, the complementing of
equipment, the acquisition of livestock, the furtherance of plantations
in keeping with conditions in the various zones of settlement. During
the period of this report, the area under irrigation at the disposal of the
new settlements rose to 210,000 dunams. The Department is exerting
every effort to reach an average of 12 dunams under irrigation for every
farm unit already this year. In the sphere of plantatlons, the Department
this year reached a peak of planting 24,000 dunams in the new settle-
ments. The Department this year also rehabilitated close to 30,000
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dunams of abandoned plantations. The rise in the area under irrigation
as well as the surplus in vegetable production led to the fact that the
Department this year considerably increased the plantation areas of
sugar beet, ground-nuts, pulses and seeds, potatoes, sweet pota-
toes, tomatoes for industrial purposes etc. According to the Depart-
ment’s estimates, the area under ground-nuts will reach this year 30,000 -
dunams and the area under potatoes for the two seasons will be 20,000
dunams. The Department is engaged in complementing the herds in
the dairy farms and in expanding sheep raiging particularly in the settle-
ments of Oriental communities. The Department is also endeavouring
sonsiderably to increase fowl raising, particularly in the hill settlements.
During the period covered by this report, a full solution was found to
the problem of employment for those settlers who were not yet able to
derive a livelihood from their farms. In accordance with the request
voiced at the last session of the Zionist General Council, numerous im-
provements were introduced in the new settlements: the houses for
large families were expanded, sanitary installations such as showers,
water closets, etc. were installed, while the new housing quarters were
built according to an improwed plan. In fifty border settlements lighting
arrangements were completed, the telephone network in the settlements
was expanded, and security fencing in numerous settlements was carried
out. Feeder roads to many settlements are under construction,
‘and special attention was also given to cultural requirements,
appreciable sums being allocated for this purpose. After the Bill
governing candidates for  agricultural settlement was approved by
the Knesset, the Department issued warnings to candidates for settle-
ment who had not sufficiently devoted themselves to their holdings,
bringing about a change of attitude on the part of many of them. A
certain improvement set in in the question of current capital for new
settlers after the Department had succeeded, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Agriculture, to increase the Loans Fund from IL.1,5m. to
IL.3 m. It was also decided to create a credit fund for a period of 2-3
years of IL. 7,5m. In order to encourage the special branches of
agriculture of which there is particular need in the country; the sum
of IL.2 m. was set aside for the purpose of granting subsidies to the new
settlements. This fund was established by the Agricultural Settlement
Department in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance and the
Ministry of Agriculture.

The Technical Department was engaged during the period of this
report in drawing up 70 plans for settlements. It also drew up 165 plans
for various structures, published 50 tenders for each of which an average
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of seven contractors competed; it carried out topographical survey.
works, drew up plans for about 60 feeder roads, of which 34 are under
construction.

The Economic Department continued its information work in various
countries, and the Head of the Department, Mr. Meir Grossman, visited
several countries in Europe for the purpose of encouraging capital in-
vestment. The Department continued its advisory and guidance activi-
ties among Jews abroad in all matters affecting the transfer of capital
and investments in Israel. The Department is now engaged in a plan to
enable, Jews in Israel to exchange their immovable property abroad for
similar property in Israel in the hands of non-Jews desirous of leaving
the country. On the initiative. of the Department, a public advisory
council was set up for Jerusalem in collaboration with various economic
factors. In addition to its representatives in Paris and Buenos Aires, the
Department sent out a special emissary to Morocco, during the period
of this report, to conduct information work there, and to encourage '
investments in Israel. During the period covered by this report, the De-
partment was engaged in studying 47 proposals and plans for capital
investments, in 23 branches of economy, to a total sum of I1L.1,400,000;
214 m. French Francs; £280,000 and $11,175,000. In addition, the
Department looked after 21 cases of capital transfers to a total sum of
$618,000 and £67,000. During the period under review, the Department
received from its representatives in Buenos Aires 20 proposals from im-
migrant investors from South American countries. In addition, the
Economic Department in New York submitted 82 plans from immigrant
investors. The Department is engaged in preparations for the establish- -
ment of a special fund to encourage the immigration of artisans.

The Youth and Hechalutz Department was engaged, during the
period of this report, in making preparations for the construction of an
additional building for the Institute for Youth Instructors from abroad,
in order that it may, in some measure, meet the heavy demands made
upon it to admit a larger number of trainees than it has done hitherto.
The Department also completed its plan for the “Summer Institute”
and its other summer enterprises in which about 800 people from abroad
participated this year. The Department continued its publications in
various languages. During the period of this report a group of 60
chalutzim arrived from the U.S.A. and Canada to undergo training in
Israel. This is the second group undergoing training in this gountry. The
Department continued to maintain close contacts with the youth move-
ments throughout the world. It increased its activities in Central Ameri-
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can countries where in the Winter Institute 52 young people participat-
ed, 87 having done so in the former term. The Department also increas-
ed its contacts with North African countries and with several countries
in Europe. In Israel, the Department held ten seminars and conventions
lasting , thirty days at the Institute for Israel Imstructors at Givath
Michael. They had the participation of 950 young people. In the study
evenings for instructors of youth movements in Israel some 500 young
instructors participated. Within the framework of “The Lecturers and
Instructors Services” ‘300 hours of lectures were given. The Department
sent out mobile libraries to ten ma’barot and new immigrant settlements.
It encouraged the publication and printing of broadsheets of the youth
movement, and during the period of this report 340 broadsheets were
brought out with the assistance and guidance of the Department. About
4,000 young people are undergoing training of Israeli youth movements
in agriculture. The number of countries sending instructors to participate
in the Institute for Instructors from Abroad amounted to 34 during the
period under review. At present nearly 200 young people from the Dias-
pora are undergoing training at the Institute. The next course at the
Institute, to be opened in September, 1954, will consist mainly of young
people from French and English speaking countries. In view of climatic
differences in South America and South Africa, the Department held a
“Winter Institute” during the period under review, on the lines of the
“Summer Institute” for other countries, in which in the two courses 85
students from South Africa, the Argentine and Brazil, participated. The
Department continued the maintenance of courses for chalutz immigra-
tion nuclei, and during the period under review about 283 young people
participated in five courses. The centre for professional workers,
PATWA, which is maintained by the Department, expanded its
activities during the period of this report, particularly in the U.S.A.
Two additional branch offices of PATWA were opened in the Argentine
and Uruguay, with which about 200 candidates were registered for im-
" migration,
The Religious Section of the Department functioned parallel to the
other sections of the Department, and is now engaged in establishing
summer camps for the religious youth movements in the Diaspora.

The Emissaries Section of the Youth and Hechalutz Department dealt
during the period of this repoft. with 115 emissaries at present function-
ing in various countries in the Diaspora. During the period of this
report 28 emissaries returned to Israel and 27 new emissaries went out
to the Diaspora.
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The Information Départment, during the period of this report, con-
tinued its work of bringing the message of the Zionist Movement to all
parts of the Jewish Dispersion, It carried out this work through its
permanent publications in Yiddish, English, French and Spanish, by
means of photographs depicting events in Israel and activities of the
Zionist Executive, by supplying information to the Jewish and general
press and by bringing Hebrew "arts to ma’barot and immigrant
~ settlements. The Department exerted special efforts in implement-
ing the plans connected with “Herzl Year”. The Department main-
ly concentrated on preparing the large exhibition “Vision and Realiza-
tion” which portrays the achievements of the Zionist Movement from
Herzl’s times to the present day. The exhibition covers an area of 600
sq. metres and reflects the history of the Zionist Movement and its
activities, as well as the development of the country and its achieve-
ments during the last fifty years. As this report was being prepared, the
exhibition was about to leave for the Argentine, and thence to other
countries. ‘

The Department was forced to cut down various items of its budget
and spent the sums allocated to other purposes for the financing of
special activities in connection with “Herzl Year”. As a result of re-
organization in regard to regular publications, the Department suspend-
ed the publication of “The Zionist Newsletter”” and “Bulletin d’Informa-
tion Sioniste”. On the other hand, it introduced additional sections in
the “Digest” and in its French and Spanish editions, including articles
on the life and activities of the State and the Zionist Movement. The
Department continued its efforts of bringing about a coordination in the
information services of the Zionist institutions, and collaborated with
various Government institutions in the various fields of information work.
As preparations for the publication of this report were being made, the
Department was about to suspend the publication of its English monthly
“Zion”. In its stead a periodical is to appear in the United States under
the direction of Dr. Emanuel Newman, member of the Executive. Dur-
ing the period under review an English edition of “Chazut” under the

name-of “Forum” appeared. This publication in its two languages

achieved considerable success. Preparations are now being made for, the

publication of the second number of “Chazut”. The Press Office of the.

Department maintained constant contacts with ‘the local press and with
foreign press correspondents. It supplied material to the Zionist offices

in the various countries concerning the problems of the Movement and .
prepared current surveys of the activities of the Executive and its vari-
ous departments. The Press Office continued to arrange press conferences

with the Agency’s spokesman and also arranged press conferences
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with members of the Executive, the heads of its departments and leaders
of the Zionist Movement in the Diaspora who visited this country. The
Department’s branch office in Tel Aviv was engaged mainly in absorp-
tion and settlement matters and in supplying infarmation thereon to
the ‘public in Israel and abroad. The Photo Service of the Department

. concentrated during the period of this report mainly on preparations

for the exhibition “Vision and Realization”. Likewise it continued the
despatch of photographs on events in this country and on activities of the
Jewish Agency. It served the various departments of the Jewish Agency
and Zionist institutions and continued to photograph documents by means
of its microfilm apparatus. During the period under review the documen-
tary film on the life and activities of the late Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the
first President of the State of Israel, was completed and distributed.
During the period of this report the Photo Service of the Department
prepared three copies (in English, French and Spanish) of the mobile-

exhibition entitled “The World Invests in Israel”.

“Telem”, the theatrical enterprisefor ma’barot, founded by the Informa-
tion and Absorption Departments of the Jewish Agency, the Ministry

. of Education and Culture of the State of Israel, and the Cultural and

Educational Centre of the General Federation of Jewish Labour (His-

- tadrut), continued its work of bringing Israel art to the immigrant

centres. Hundreds of performances for immigrants were given
by Habimah, Ohel, the Inbal group, the Children’s Theatre of
the - Kindergarten Teachers’ Union, the Renanim Orchestra, etc.
During the holidays Telem arranged special performances in immigrant
settlements and ma’barot. Likewise the visit was arranged of thousands
of mmmigrants to the “Conquest of the Desert” Exhibition. Telem is now
expanding its activities by cementing closer ties with the artistic branches
of the Israel Defence Army, namely, Nahal and Gadna Theatre groups,
the military and Gadna orchestras and the Police Orchestra.

Kol Zion Lagolah extended its scope through the erection of a 50 kw
short wave transmitter in Israel. Kol Zion Lagolah programmes are now
received in South Africa, Latin-America and other places. This neces--

“sitates a coordination and expansion of programmes and a suitable en-

largement of the budget. - .

The Department for Education and Culture in the Diaspora was en-
gaged, during the period of this report, in the preparation of 17
seminars and other educational enterprises in Israel and abroad, which

“had the participation of some 750 people, generally teachers and educa-

tionists. On the completion of the current year the number of seminats.
organized by the Department will have been brought up to 57, with a
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total number of participants of 2,750 from all parts of the world. The
activities of the Department are already leaving their mark and influ-
ence on the state of Jewish education in many countries of the Diaspora.

Of the 17 seminars and enterprises to be arranged by the Department
this year, eight will be held in Israel and the remainder abroad. In Is-
rael a seminar will be arranged for students, graduating from Hebrew.
Teachers Colleges in the United States, with the participation of 30
people. The programme of study will include some 400 hours of work
and will be devoted to Bible, Talmud, Hebrew language, modern Heb-
rew literature and a knowledge of the State of Israel and life therein.
The programme also provides for tours, and meetings with important
personalities. The Department is also to arrange a seminar for Hebrew
teachers in the U.S.A,, in collaboration with the American Committee for
Jewish Education, in which 30 teachers will take part who will spend about
seven weeks in Israel; a seminar for Hebrew teachers from Canada which
will include a group of ten teachers; a seminar for teachers from Europe
to include about 30 teachers from Western Europe, including, for the
first time, also England, and which will last seven weeks; a seminar. for
teachers at Alliance Schools in North Africa (this seminar is organized
by the Department in collaboration with the Alliance Israelite Univer-
selle, and is drawn up with a view to thespecial educational needs of the
above teachers); a Professors’ Course for 15 non-Jewish Professors of

Hebrew studies and Bible in American Universities. (The programme -

for this enterprise includes the study of modern Hebrew and of Israel
through visits to archaeological sites and to educational institutions. The
‘enterprise will be carried through by the Department in collaboration
with the All American Union of Professors of Hebrew in American
Universities, and by the University of New York); the first seminar in
Israel for students of Hebrew in public secondary schools in the United
States.(This experiment is the firstof its-kind and promises vast possibilities
for the future. The first group will include 28 students and two teachers.
Its purpose is to encourage school pupils in America studying Hebrew
to pursue their studies also in higher classes.) Finally, thereis the an-
nual seminar for young teachers in the Diaspora. This seminar, to last 12
months, will include in its first course 25 teachers from the Diaspora.
Graduates of the seminar will receive suitable certificates.

The seminars and enterprises prepared by the Department abroad
are : two semindrs of two months’ duration in New York and Los
Angeles, with the participation of 150 teachers; an Institute for the
training of instructors for summer camps in the United States (this enter-
prise is implemented by “Massad” with the support and assistance of
the Department); a seminar for Hebrew teachers in Edinburgh, with

15

.

) S ’; o
i e A

100 S

£

PR N W T

s

G e i S




Q
%

RGNS ey e,

¥
§

the participation of 100 teachers and cultural workers from England
and the European continent; a seminar in general subjects taught in
Alliance schools in North Africa, to be held in Paris, and to be conduct-
ed largely in French. (Its participants will be afforded a knowledge of
life and culture in Israel, the Zionist Movement and its ideology, modern
Jewish history and possibly also spoken Hebrew.)

The Department continued its activities to expand the network of
educational institutions in the United States in which Hebrew is taught.
Thanks to its efforts Hebrew is now studied in secondary schools in 11
large cities in the United States. In New York alone some 5,000 students
are now learning Hebrew. The Department continued to send out teach-
ers and text hooks to various countries and extended material and moral
assistance to Jewish schools. In collaboration with other factors it is
now engaged in furthering Hebrew education in the various countries
of Central and South America. The Head of the Department spent
several months in the United States and his visit made a very important
contribution towards the expansion of Jewish educational work and to-
wards furthering the status of the Hebrew language there.

e
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o  The Department for Torah Education and Culture in the Diaspora
continued its former activities and extended the scope of its work. The
Head of the Department toured the countries of North Africa, examined

7 the state of education there, looked into the activities of the representa-
£ tives of the Department, and made contacts with the heads of the Jew-
?{: ish community and with members of the Government for the purpose of
;, - strengthening Jewish education and for giving due consideration to the
5 Jewish religious susceptibilities of Jewish pupils in general schools. In
¢ various places rabbinical and teachers’ conventions were held in his
i honour, at which problems of Jewish education were discussed. The
b Department’s representative established in Morocco seven courses for
o teachers, each of which provides 250 hours of tuition. The Department
7 sent out a principal to the Teachers’ Seminary at Rabat, as well as
e Dayanim. The Department also established a national Torah centre

known as “Nevei Uziel”, as a guidance centre for Jewish teachers. Study
days and courses were held in various cities in Morocco, beginners’
courses in Hebrew were instituted, etc. The representative of the Depart-
ment organized, in collaboration with the local Jewish communities, a
“Jewish hour” over Morocco Radio. The Department maintained close
contacts with all the educational factors in North Africa and its educa-
tional mission assists local institutions by offering pedagogical guidance,
and by helping to draw up syllabi, etc. This winter the Department held
. a “Jewish Studies Month” in Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, France,
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Sweden, Denmark, Finland and England. At the Training College for
Rabbis and Teachers at Ramsgate, England, founded by the Depart-
ment and the Montefiore Fund, studies continued according to-plan,
and the first examinations were held in the Teachers’ Department. The.
Institution is at present in the stage of considerable expansion. In
North America the Department held a series of short seminars devoted
to the problems of Torah education. Each seminar had the participa-
“tion of about 50 teachers of Torah subjects. During the period of this
report the Department set up offices in South America. It began pub-
lishing correspondence lessons on the weekly Portion of the Law, in
Yiddish and Spanish. These have scored considerable success and are
being reproduced also in the local press. The Department is engaged in
establishing a Yeshivah at Rio de Janeiro and in sending out a principal
thither. The Department is also engaged in implementing various plans
in these countries. The Department’s representative in Turkey organized
a short seminar for teachers at Constantinople. The Department estab-
lished a seminar for the training of priests and young people among the
Fallashas in Abyssinia. In Israel the first course of the seminar for
“Torat Eretz Yisrael” held for graduates of Yeshivah University in New
York was completed during the period of this report. The Department
holds an annual course for teachers and young people from North Africa
and continues bringing out its regular publications, adapted to educa-
tional needs and the spreading of a knowledge of Judaism. During the
period of this report the Department maintained close contacts with
rabbis in the Dispersion, thus attracting them to the religious-national
conception of Zionism. For that purpose the Department sent out a
large number of important books to various rabbis.

Mosad Bialik published, during the period under review, the second
volume of the Biblical Encyclopaedia, covering letters Beth-Zayin. The
volume was favourably received by the public and the press. The third -
volume. is scheduled to appear in two year’s time. During the period of
this report the Mosad commenced preparatory work on the Educational
Encyclopaedia, the Israel Atlas and the Academical-Historical Diction-
ary of the Hebrew Language. Considerable progress was marked during
the period of this report in the translation of -classics from world
literature. The Mosad also continued its collaboration in large-scale
scientific enterprises. In this sphere it embarked upon a new branch of
activity by starting work also in the natural sciences. The Board of

. Governors of Mosad Bialik arrived at the conclusion that the develop-
ment of the Institute necessitates the establishment of a scientific printing
press of its own that would be able to serve its demands. The Institute

17




i

TR

7

i

Y

A AR T AT

Pt

)

IR T
’

e -

R

Rt st o e M S s

e ST

received from the Keren Kayemeth Leyisrael a suitable site on which
a building is to be erected to house the Institute. During the period of
this report the Institute published 21 books as well as 4 pamphlets and
other publications. 21 additional books to be pubhshed by Mosad Bialik

., are in the press.

The Publishing Department of the Jewish Agency continued its re-
gular activities, desplte numerous difficulties.

The Central Zionist Archives received, during the period of this
report, a number of important archives of personalities and institutions,
and also succeeded in acquiring a further collection of Herzl’s letters.
During the period of this report the Archives made progress in arrang-
ing arid registering the material at its disposal and served as a place for
study and research by students, journalists, and various research work-
ers. During the period of this report about 60,000 pages of documents
were photographed for the Central Zionist Archives by the photo service
of the Information Department. During the period of this report the
Archives extended their contacts with various scientific institutions
abroad.

According to the figures of the Adminisiration Depariment of the
Jewish Agency, the staff of the Agency was reduced during the period
of shis report by 103 workers, and now stands at 3,960 workers, of whom
202 are serving in the Army or have gone on leave without pay.

The Keren Hayesod-United Israel Appeal continued its activities in
all countries, and during the first half of 5714, thirty emissaries from
Israel were active abroad on its behalf. The Appeal is gaining ground
among all Jewish communities in the world and has become one of the
central national enterprises in Jewish life. During the period of this
report, the income of the Keren Hayesod amounted to $22,563,258
and IL.161,250. The indebtedness of the Keren Hayesod as on 31.3.54
was as follows* American dollars, direct, in guarantees for the
Jewish Agency—21,048,794; Pounds Sterling, direct—50,385; in Israel
Pounds, direct and in guarantees for the Jewish Agency—3 621,064
The liabilities for the dollars are a result of the guarantee of the Keren
Hayesod for loans received by the Jewish Agency, from the Export-
Impert Bank in the U.S.A. ‘

/

The landed property of the Keren Kayemeth Leyisrael amounted at

the end of the period of this report to 3,343,766 dunams in all parts of
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the country. The Jewish National Fund is engaged this year in pre-
paratory work on 25,000 dunams additional to the 108,000 dunams pre-
pared by it since the establishment of the State. During the first half of
the year 5714 the Keren Kayemeth Leyisrael planted 3,300,000 trees in
the various afforestation areas. Of these 2,350,000 were new saplings
and the remainder were supplementary plantations in existing forests.
The number of trees now growing in Keren Kayemeth Leyisrael forests
amounts to over 24 m. During the first five months of the year 5714,
the Keren Kayemeth’s income from lease fees for its land amounted to
about 11..500,000, as compared with 1L.250,000 during the same period
the previous year. In the Huleh drainage scheme the Keren Kayemeth
commenced, during the period under review, the digging of the second
‘drainage canal which is to reach a length of 15 km. The direct income
of the Keren Kayemeth Leyisrael amounted, during the period under
review, to 1L.6,589,496; the Keren Kayemeth expenditure during the
same period amounted to IL.7,896,106. The above income of the Keren
Kayemeth does not include the balance due to the Fund for the year
5714 from the United Jewish Appeal.

During the period under review the Judge-Investigator of the Execu-
tive of the Jewish Agency and the head of the Control Office of the
Jewish Agency continued their activities.

During the period of the review the death occurred of two veteran
members of the staff of the Executive of the Zijonist Organization in
Jerusalem : Dr. Georg Landauer and Mr. Joseph Rabinowitz. They had
been devoted workers at the headquarters of the Zionist' Movement,
giving of their best to the practical work of Zionism for several decades.
Their memory will be for ever cherished. ‘
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The Organization Department of the World Zionist Organization has
long considered and proposed structural changes within. the Zionist
movement and a Zionist re-orientation arising from the establishment
of the State of Israel. During the period under review, the Department .
helped appreciably in preparing the chmate for such changes on the
American Zionist scene.

The Department views as an important step the convening by Ame-
rican Zionist groups of the first American Zionist Assembly which was
held in New York in December, 1953. The Assembly was the platform
for high level discussions concerning the aims and future of the Zionist
movement in the United States and throughout the world. Another im- \
portant development was the complete divorcement of the American |

S

Zionist Council from all political activities. These activities are now \ ' - /~;
centered in the Political Affairs Commlttee under the chairmanship of \ a,
Louis Lipsky. P 3
Activities in Latin America ,é

“The Executive member in charge of the Organization Department R
visited Mexico in April, 1954, and succeeded in ironing out certain B
irritations within the Zionist movement in that country. The situation g
within the Mexican” Zionist Federation has improved since last February. g
The split in the ranks of the General Zionists is healing. Elections for ;

o

a central body of General Zionists was scheduled for the middle of May
with the participation of both elements.

A member of the Jerusalem section of the Department visited Vene-
zuela last October, helping to revive the United Zionist Organization,
in that country. He also visited Cuba where he helped stimulate Zionist
activities.

An emissary of the Depaftment’s American section visited Argentina,
Brazil, and Uruguay, where he organized Shekel Boards, conducted
Shekel drives and secured proper representation from these countries
» for the forthcoming 24th Zionist Congress. He participated in forums
organized by the Argentine Zionist Council to air various Zionist prob-
lems, initiated attempts to establish local branches of the Council in
major provincial cities and succeeded in healing the rift that had existed e
between the Council and the two Mizrachi parties in Argentina. - ' 2
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ORGANIZATION DEPARTMENT

The Organization Department has maintained close contacts with its
emissaries in Latin America and has supplied them wgith information

~and guidance in their work. The Department’s emissaries enjoyed the

full cooperation of the Israel legations in the countries visited.
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. - INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

®

The Information Department is editorially responsible for all informa-
tional materials issued by the Jewish Agency’s Departments in New
York. It is also represented on all intra-Zionist committees and serves
as consultant to related groups dealing with information.

Press® Activity

. The following are several examples of recent press activity by the
Information Department: -

(a) During the period under review, the Information Department
prepared informational-educational material on Israel used by a
wide range of publications. Typical examples are assistance on prepara-
tion of an article in a magazine with a circulation of 750,000; a Sunday
supplement of a newspaper with a circulation of over 2,000,000 and a
periodical with similar circulation.

The Information Department responds to scores of weekly requests
from editors and radio commentators who seek specific information on
matters relating to Israel and Zionism. It has established the reputation
of probably being the central address for such queries.

(b) Leading newspapers and other moulders of public opinion pub-
licly concurred in the views set forth in special Information Department
memoranda that, whatever its political implications, the U.N. suspension
of the Jordan Canal project impeded the UJA-Agency humanitarian
efforts to resettle refugees in that area.

(¢) In recent weeks, reacting to efforts to impugn the loyalty of
American Zionists ana distort the Jewish Agency’s character, the Infor-
mation Department pIaced press statements repudiating these accu-
sations,

-(d) - Information Department personnel has continued to assist the
editor of “Economic Horizons” and to place this publication’s materials
in the general press. There has been an increase in the space provided
by the press for its information materials.

Examples of promotional material : The Department prepared inter
alia texts designed to promote the Israel Summer Institute; an annual
project of the Youth and Chalutz Department, and describing Ul-
panim for Americans.
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INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

Claims against Germany and Austria

During the period under review, the Department continued to handle
information activities for the Conference on Jewish Material Claims
against Germany and the Committee on Jewish Claims against Austria.
It was gspecially effective in presenting the case for Jewish claims in the
interval before Austria resumed negotiations. The Department has been
similarly active recently in presenting the facts on Rumanian persecution
of Zionists. In this, it has worked closely with the World Jewish
Congress. ‘

Books, Studies

The Department’s counsel was sought and given to writers in the pre-
paration of research papers and books, some of which have since
appeared.

The Department personnel also:

- (a) Authored for the Public Affairs Press in Washington a mono- .

graph recounting the history of the German reparations agree-
ment. .

(b) Prepared, for possible publication, extensive documentation on
the history of Jewish claims against Austria. 7

(c) Prepares regularly digests presenting German and Austrian press
comment on issues affecting Jewish interests, and other memo-
randa. which reach editorial desks and experts.

Readio

The Department is engaged in extensive radio activities. It shares
in the editing and distributing of a weekly 15-minute English-language
radio program called “Vistas of Israel”, incorporating Kol Zion Lagolah
materials. In the period under review, this program acquired 27 new
outlets, bringing up to 90 the number of stations broadcasting this
program ‘in the United States and Alaska. With Canada, the outlets
total 99. The “Vistas of Israel” program is broadcast in a diverse area,
including Jewish population centers and outlying districts. In addition
to these programs, the Department produces Yiddish radio programs
which are distributed to 13 stations in the United States and, with the
assistance of the Latin American Department, to 12 stations in Latin
America. '

‘The Department also distributes special information feature materials
to the English-language and Yiddish press.



HASBARA DEPARTMENT
.

During the period under review, it was decided to establish in the United
States certain activities under the auspices of this Department. With
the exception of a few projects implemented earlier, the actual work
under this heading began only in May. Consequently, this report is
confined to the plans that were being elaborated for the Hasbara De-
partment at the time of this writing,

1. Herzl Institute

It is planned to take over the Zionist Archives and Library and -to
build around it a center of study, research and cultural functions, to be
known as the Herzl Institute. The courses of instruction contemplated
would be initially directed to a select enrolment within the Zionist
orbit. This limitation will be necessary until the Herzl Institute acquires
a permanent site. At that time, it is planned to inaugurate suitable
courses and seminars for employees of Jewish and Zionist organiza-
tions—Zionist civil servants—whose work requires an ‘extensive back-
ground in Zionist and general Jewish affairs. Courses will also be given
for the heads of Zionist organizations, leaders of Zionist youth groups
and for former participants in Jewish Agency seminars in Jerusalem
who desire to continue their work here.

A small number of grants are contemplated to researchers in historical
and social science fields of interest to the Zionist movement. This pro-
gram might, in some cases, be linkea with the program of the Herzl
Institute in the form of teaching fellowships and with the Zionist Ar-
chives. A historian might be engaged to build up and utilize existing
Archives’ material covering the history of American Zionism,

An indispensable feature of the Herzl Institute woulgybe a series of
symposia, public lectures, art exhibits and concerts.

2. Publications
In coordination with the Hagbara Department in Israel, it was de-
cided to publish an English-language Zionist periodical in the United
States; publication of the monthly “Zion” in Jerusalem would be dis-

continued. During the period covered by this report, consultations were

held "with interested parties concerning the nature and form of this
periodical to be published monthly.
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HASBARA DEPARTMENT

3. Books

. Negotiations were begun during the past few months for the publica-
tion here of English translations from current Hebrew literature. The

. purpose of this educ®tional project is to place before English-speaking

Jewry the best of Hebrew writing. The program is developing along
two lines:

(a) An agreement was reached with the Abelard-Schuman Press
whereby they would publish annually a series of four books reflecting
current life and literary expression in Israel. Under the terms of the
agreement, the Jewish Agency would supply manuscripts suitably trans-
lated and edited. The publisher would bear all costs of production and
distribution. Royalties would be paid to the Jewish Agency to cover the
advance expenses involved in preparing the manuscripts. Subsequent
royalties will be transmitted by the -Agency to the authors and trans-
lators. A committee of writers has been established in Israel to recom-
mend Hebrew books for translation. Final selection will be made by
the publisher and the Hasbara Department along with an advisor to
be named by the publisher. The translator and rights to the books will
be obtained through the Hasbara Department in Jerusalem.

(b) - A second agreement negotiated with the Jewish Publication
Society generally follows the pattern outlined above, though the books
involved would be those concerned with current thought and scholar-
ship in Israel. The agreement does not provide for a set number of books
but the Jewish Publication Society would consider, individually, the
suggestions made by the Jewish Agency. .

The Department is also contemplating an agreement with the Jewish
Publication Society for the publication of the “Herzl Diaries”.

10




PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT

The Procurement Department, established in the New York office of
the Jewish Agency in December, 1949, does the purchasing in the
United States and Canada of all materials required by the Agricultural
Colonization, Absorption and other departments of the Jewish Agency
in Israel. The DPepartment arranges for letters of credit, ocean shipping,
insurance, distribution of documents to consignees, etc,

Funds for purchases are derived from two sources: (1) Jewish Agency

funds, (2) loans and grants made to the Government of Israel by the

United States, i.e. Export-Import Bank loans, TCA Grants-in-Aid.
The activities of jthe Procurement Department during the period
. under review are detailed in the following three tables. Table I repre-
sents purchases made in the United States with Jewish Agency funds,
Export-Import Bank loans and Grant-in-Aid funds between October 1st,
1953, and April 30th, 1954. Table II shows shipments made during

this same period. (Some of the items shipped were ordered prior to -

September 30th, 1953. Not all of the items ordered during this period
have as yet been shipped.) Table III lists purchases made in Europe by
the Agency’s Geneva office which the Procurement Department in New
York assisted by the preparation of the letters of credit, shipping and
distribution of documents. ,

The sum of $15,620 -for spare parts (Table I, Section (b)) was
ordered from, Export-Import Bank funds. Negotiations are now going
on for the order of spare parts out of Grant-in-Aid funds amounting
to an additional $55,310 CIF. N

The Procurement Department assisted in opening a letter of credit
in favor of the Worthington Corporation, amounting to total FAS value
of $2,100,000. This was done in connection with the Yarkon irrigation
scheme and undertaken on behalf of Mekoroth Water Co. Ltd. Dis-
tribution of shipping documents and all matfers pertaining to the letter
of credit is being handled by the Procurement Department.
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PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT

TABLE 1
PURCHASES: OCTOBER 1st, 1953—APRIL 30th, 1954

Commodity . Quantity CIF Value (3)

(a) Agency Funds

Deepwell pumps 2 45,000

Hides ' 12 tons 5,160

Steel bars - 23 tons 4,900

Spare parts 1,840
Total 56,900

(b) Export-Import Bank Loan & TCA Grant-in-Aid Funds

Spare parts 15,620
Total 15,620
Total purchases ¢ $72,520

TABLE II

MATERIALS SHIPPED: OCTOBER 1st, 1953—APRIL 30th, 1954

Commodity . Quantity CIF Value (3)

(a) Agency Funds

Deepwell pump ) 1 20,330
Hides 12 tons . 5,100
Steel bars © 23 tons . 4,830
Staple machines 200 ™ 880
Spare parts 4,930

Total : - 36,070

(b) Export-Import Bank Loan & TCA Grant-in-Aid Funds

Electric motors 21 . 40,100
Diesel & Kerosene power units 20 56,100
Steel bars & sheets 19 tons 5,500
Right angle gears 21 18,000
Spare parts 20,240

Total ' 139,940

Total Shipped $176,010

12
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PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT

TABLE III
EUROPEAN PURCHASES: OCTOBER l1st, 1953-—APRIL 30th, 1954
Agency Funds

Commodity Quantity  Supplier C &1 Value ($)
Steel plates 16,530 tons *  Forges de Clabecq 1,961,200
Steel strips & sheets 11,020 tons Metallurgique d’Espe-
: rance-Longdoz 1,199,400
Total European Purchases '$3,160,600

Through April 30th, 1954, shipments from Europe are approximately ‘as follows:

Forges de Clabecq - $ 581,080 C&1I
Metallurgique d’Esperance-Longdoz 1,198,025 C & 1
Bruce, Gore - 750,500 C & I

Total European Shipments  $2,529,605

Ocean freight collect charges paid by the Agency on the above shipments
are as follows:

Forges de Clabecq ) $ 68,290

Metallurgique d’Esperance-Longdoz 111,180 ° .
Total O/F Collect $. 179,470

-The following is a recapitulation of the Tables listed herein:

RECAPITULATION
Table I-—Total U.S. Purchases:
(a) Agency Funds $ 56,900
(b) EXIM, TCA Funds 15,620
Table II — Total U.S. Shipments:
) (a) Agency Funds $ 36,070
(b) EXIM, TCA Funds - 139,940
-Table 111 — Total European Purchases: - $3,160,600

Total European Shipments
(including ocean freight
charges) © $2,709,075

13
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; THE UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL

[ -

E. . ~ The United Jewish Appeal is the central instrument through which
f American Jewry provides the funds needed for the relief and rehabili-
5 tation of Jewish communities overseas, the rescue of Jewish refugees
& throughout the world and the resettlement and productive integration
& of immigrants in Israel. The proceeds of the annual UJA campaign
£ are distributed between its constituent agencies—the Joint Distribution
i Committee and the United Israel Appeal—and special allocations are
: made to USNA and NYANA for local refugee aid.

+  However, while the bulk of the UJA campaign iz carried out during
S a single season—usually for a period of about three months—UTA
E - carries a year-round program of interpretation for the community, in-
£ cluding literature, films, pictures and information service.

# Through specially prepared publicity material, newsletters and sug-
. gested directives, every effort is made to recruit a maximum of Zionist
‘ . manpower during the crucial months of the campaign.

w Within the UJA the United Israel Appeal represents the Keren
g‘\; Hayesod and the Jewish Agency and acts as liaison with all Zionist
by parties in the United States.

B During the period under review, the $75,000, 000 UJA consolidation
P loan for Israel was launched.

2 The UIA’s share in the United Jewish Appeal campaign amounts
ir to about 67 per cent of all allocations. However, if one takes into ac-

count the funds spent by the JDC in Israel on behalf of the Malben

_ program, about 85 per cent of all UJA funds are spent in or on behalf
of Israel. The program of the UIA on behalf of the Jewish Agency
and the Keren Hayesod and supporting the efforts of the UJA is carried
out through a central New York office and two regional field offices.
Its films are distributed to Jewish communities in virtually every state
of the Union at an average of over 1,000 bookings a month.

A new film entitled “Deadline for Danny” was produced under the
auspices of the UIA and was included in a special package film program
entitled “Khamishia—Five Tales from Israel” shown commercially in
New York and communities throughout the country. The critical recep-
tion for “Deadline for Danny” in New York was gratifying. Foll@wing
its commercial run, the film will be made available, free of charge in
16-mm prints to communities throughout the country.
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THE UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL

The UIA’s publication “fotofacts” continues to receive special atten-
tion and acclaim from welfare funds, schools and individuals. The
photos and background material contained in each issue of “fotofacts”
are used extensively. by the community. The UIA also provides exten-
sive material for the press.

The UIA’s national conference for 1953 under the title “United States,

Israel and the Middle East—Problems and Planning”, was held in -

Chicago on November 14-15, 1953, and attended by a capacity audience
of some 1,200 delegates and representatives of communities throughout
the country.
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ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT

1. Project Development Section
In the period under review, the Project Development Section processed

“a total of 27 investment projects which were about evenly divided be-

tween American and Israeli investors. All but four originated "after
October 1,.1953.

Prospectwe investors with no spec1ﬁc enterprise in mind were in-
formed about other Americans or Israelis whose projects required addi-
tional capital. The majority, however, submitted definite plans as to the
type of industry or other enterprise they intended to establish in Israel.

The Section submitted to several prospective investors a project for
the production of zinc oxide. It worked out and submitted to the Invest-
ment Center a project for the manufacture of agricultural trailers re-
quiring a partnership between American and Israeli investors, and also
submitted the application of an Israeli for a paper converting plant
which is planned in cooperation with an American investor. The Section
also drafted a project for an Israeli concessionaire for the exploitation
of deposits of a cement-like building material found in Israel. Negotia-
tions continued on a project to produce integrated mica in Israel. This -
will be followed up if a pilot plant, now being built in Belgium, proves
satisfactory.

The Department’s technical adviser continued his investigations into
the possibility of manufacturing for export such items as ball bearings,
dehydrated soups, small motors and a variety of metal j’pxoducts A
number of technical processes were also investigated, such as the manu-
facture of fibre glass, a new composing process for the printing industry,
the use of corrugated cardboard boxes for citrus fruits and the use of
transit-mix concrete. A factory for wooden citrus boxes was planned.

Information of a technical nature was furnished in reply to numerous
inquiries. Inquiries concerning the employment of American technical
personnel in Israel were handled in cooperation with the PATWA Of- .
fice in New York.

2. Information Section

The Department’s monthly publ1cat10n “Economic Horizons”, which
enters its sixth year this summer, is the only English-language perlodical
devoted exclusively to information on Israel economics.
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ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT

Material appearing in “Economic Horizons” is widely quoted or re-
printed in the American daily press, the trade papers and magazines
and in the English-Jewish press throughout the United States. and
abroad. In the period under review, numerous requests were received
for special informational articles dealing with various aspects of Israel’s
trade, industry, agriculture and other phases of her economic develop-
ment. Writers and speakers have ‘come to the Information Section for
material on Israel’s economy. Staff members were called upon to address
a variety of audiences on Israel’s economy.

The Information Section supplied a variety of charts and other
graphic material for display at conventions, business meetings and simi-
lar events throughout the country. It distributes pamphlets and other
printed material on Israel upon request.

*

3. Technical Guidance, Marketing and Information Section

During the period under review, this Section was active along two
major lines: (a) Familiarizing the American public with the availability
and quality of Israel-made products in the United States, and (b) fur-
nishing technical information to Israel manufacturers and agricultural-
ists on American machinery and production techniques. It also carried
out market surveys. Some of the Israel products involved are: Marble
-and granite, quarried in the Negev; automatic water troughs for cattle;
hand-woven carpets; ceramics; citrus fruits; flower bulbs; furniture;
garlic; cloves; handbags; knitwear; musical instruments; olive wood;
photograph mounting corners; plastlc molds; preserved foliage and dried
flowers; raincoats; seeds; vine seedlings; wafers; water sprinklers; dia-
monds; small leather goods; brassieres; candied orange peel; men’s
slacks.

Technical data were furnished to Israeli mariufacturers and farmers
visiting the United States and in response to mail inquiries from Israel.
Israeli visitors were conducted on tours of American factories and agri-
cultural areas where production methods, plant layout and machinery
could be observed at first hand. The Section also arranged meetings
for visiting Israelis with American technical experts. Some of the fields
covered were : Cotton raising; pedigree chicks;. geese; rubber plants;
irrigation; accounting methods for the paper and petroleum industries;
acetylene; anti-oxidants; paper manufacturing and rock wool. ‘
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'ALIYAH DEPARTMENT

Aliyah—the General Picture

Aliyah from the United States and Canada has not appreciably changed
during the past three years, the annual rate of departure being between
300 and 350. This figure includes persons who went to Israel with the
intention of settling there and persons, like some Ulpan students and
others, who decided to remain after their arrival. The figure of 125 per
annum recently given in the Knesset refers only & persons whose ori-
ginal intention was to become settlers.

Various groups engaged in counselling and assisting persons desirous
of settling in Israel are facilitated by the Department. The Department’s
facilities have been employed in making travel arrangements for chalut-
zic Aliyah which is in the sphere of the Zionist youth groups. The
Department has dealt directly with unaffiliated potential settlers. Fore-
most among these are middle-class families with limited capital to invest
in Israel. Their arrangements are handled joinily by the Aliyah Depart-
ment and the Middle-Class Settlement Section of the Economic Depart-
ment and are described in detail in a separate chapter.

During the period under review, a total of 189 persons went to Israel
from the U.S., Canada and two Latin American countries. These in-
cluded : 55 chalutzim; 35 Ulpan students; 35 yordim (emigrants who
returned to Israel); 34 professional and technical temporary workers;
19 middle-class settlers’and 11 retired elderly persons.

Chalutzic Aliyah
Of the 55 chalutzim, eight are from Canada, four from Mexico and
three from Cuba, Most of the U.S, chalutzim represent the Zionist youth
movements. Almost all the above mentioned chalutzim went to kib-
butzim. Ten, who went through Hashavim, have settled on moshavei
ovdim (smallholders settlements).

Ulpanim
Most of the 35 Ulpan enrollees who left for Israel during the period
under review are attending four kibbutz Ulpanim : Shefayim, Maaleh
Hachamisha, Hasolelim and Maayan Zvi. Others are at the residential

" Ulpanim at Natanya and Jerusalem.

The kibbutz Ulpan is operated on the basis of a half day’s work and
18
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a half day of study. In residential Ulpanim, where participants are -

required to pay a nominal fee for room, board and tuition, the entire
day is devoted to study.

Ulpanim are conducted by the Jewish Agency’s Absorption Depart-
ment in conjunction with the Israel Ministry of Education. Registration
in the United States and Canada is handled by the Aliyah Department.
The Ulpan scheme has been publicized through direct contacts with
organizations and by means of descriptive literature and articles in the
press prepared by the Public Relations Department. The Aliyah De-
partment is currently working out an arrangement whereby Ulpan

students who want to enrol at Israel institutions of higher learning-

will be given credit for these Ulpan studies. This should induce larger
numbers of American students to study in Israel.

Professional and Technical Workers

The Aliyah Department works closely with the PATWA office in
connection with American professionals, technicians and skilled workers
interested in finding employment in Israel on a temporary or permanent
basis. While the organization of these groups lies entirely. within the
sphere of PATWA activities, their absorption in Israel is the joint res-
ponsibility of the two departments. The two main problems in absorbing
American professionals and technicians are (1) finding employment, and
(2) adequate housing,

Employers are reluctant to make _]Ob commitments before personally
interviewing the prospective employee. It is therefore difficult to make
advance arrangements for the employment of Americans.

On the other hand, the housing-situation for Americans has greatly
improved. The Anglo-Saxon Section of the Absorption Department is
operating modern hostels in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem and another will be
opened shortly in Haifa.

Yordim

The Aliyah Department began assisting in the return of yordim even
before the decision of the last Actions Committee meeting in December,
1953. More than 1,500 of the yordim (the majority of them in Canada).
do not wish to lose their Israel citizenship and several hundred are either
actively planning or considering returning to that country. During the
period under review, the Aliyah Department interviewed fifty yordim
who applied for return. As noted above, thirty-five others have already
returned. The returnees agreed to repay transportation loans received
from the Department.

The Department’s work in this sphere is conducted in close coopera-
tion with Jewish institutions in Canada and with the Israel Consulate
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ALIYAH DEPARTMENT

here. While a few yordim received some financial assistance from other
Jewish institutions, most were helped directly by the Department.

Elderly Retired Persons

An interest is developing among certain elderly retired persons in this
country to settle in Israel. While the prospects for this type of Aliyah
may have been exaggerated in the press, it should not be discouraged,
provided the settlers have the means to support themselves in Israel. In
any event, this category of settlers come under the prevailing regulations
for selective immigration. o

<
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" ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT—ALIYAH DEPARTMENT
MIDDLE-CLASS SETTLEMENT

In February, 1954, the Economic Department suffered a grievous loss
in the untimely death of Aron Blich, who was in charge of the Middle-
Class Settlement Section. Until a successor is appointed, the work of the
Section is being carried on by the Aliyah Department which had pre-
viously cooperated in this work.

During the period under review, the Section dealt with 37 applicants
for settlement in Israel. Nine famlhes have already gone to Israel. Five
of them, with an aggregate capital of $122,000, have entered into busi-
ness partnerships there and the remaining four, with a total capital of
$37,000, have settled on the land—two on private farms and two in
. kibbutzim. Three families, with a total capital of $22,000, are presently

negotiating with representatives of Haikar Haoved here for settlement
in the smallholders’ village of Beer Tuvia Bet.

Staff members representmg this Section addressed a number of meet-
ings and conventions in the United States and Canada where contacts
were made with prospective middle-class investors and settlers. These
contacts indicate that there are many people with small savings inter-
ested in investing and settling in Israel. Through meetings with these
families and through the medium of local Zionist organizations, the
Section was able to correct a widely-held though mistaken impression

“that Israel offers opportunities only to large investors or to young
pioneers.

Some factors adverse to middle-class settlement have been the lack of
information on projects suitable for immigrant investors, which is now
being rectified. The lack of low rental housing is another major obstacle.
If housing were available at low instalment rates, more people would be
encouraged to settle in Israel, since they would be able to employ all of
their limited capital in productive investments.
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YOUTH AND CHALUTZ DEPARTMENT

During the period under review, the Department’s activities encompassed
a wide circle of Jewish youth organizations and youth serving agencies
both Zionist and non-Zionist. The Department continued to assist and
encourage the development of the Zionist youth movement. '

o

SRS TR T IR AT S

Summer Camps and Centers :

Since the last’report, financial assistance has been extended for the -
acquisition of non-profit summer camps and youth centers, with em-
phasis on the former. Beneficiaries include the summer camps of Young
Judea, Bnei Akiva, Betar, Habonim, Hashomer Hatzair and Hechalutz
Hatzair, all located in upstate New York, and two urban youth centers
of labor Zionist groups in Detroit and New York City. Additional
allocations were made to Zionist youth groups in Mexico and Cuba and

~ for joint Zionist youth activities in New York and Canada.

Representatives of the Department attended Zionist youth conventions
and leadership seminars and held periodic conferences with shlichim and
local youth leaders. The Department is actively engaged, together with
the American Zionist Council, in plans for the reorganization of the
Zionist student movement, and the revitalization of the Zionist Youth
Council.

K 1%33?5.‘& R S T T
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Shlichim

At this writing, 32 shlichim are assigned to youth organizations—25 in
the United States and seven in Canada. Three conferences of shlichim
were held during the winter of 1954.
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Hachshara Program
- The Hechalutz Farm of Hashomer Hatzair and the Bachad Farm
School presently constitute the hachshara program in this country. Dur-
ing the winter, the number of persons at both these farms averaged fifty.
Allocations included sums earmarked for investment to help establish
the farms on a firmer financial basis. )

Leadership Institute and Workshops in Israel

The current one-year Leadership Institute in Jerusalem, which began
in September, 1953, consists of 44 participants. There are 14 participants
in a program which began in the spring of this year, and the Department

92 :
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YOUTH AND CHALUTZ DEPARTMENT

is now organizing a group that will leave for Israel in the autumn of
1954. Several non-Zionist youth organizations and agencies have joined
in the Leadership Institute. ' |

Sixty-five alumni of the two prev1ous Leadershlp Institutes are now

actively serving as leaders in their respective organizations. The Depart-

ment has allocated grants to help them pursue this work. These grants
will total $7,500 durmg the current fiscal year.

The Department is continuing its joint sponsorship with Habomm
and Ichud Hakvutzot V’Hakibbutzim in Israel, of the Habonim Youth
Workshop. A group of 59 Habonim members are now engaged in a year
of work and study in Israel along with an associated group of five adults
sponsored by Hashavim.

Israel Summer Programs

For the sixth consecutive year, the Department is conductlng the Israel
Summer Institute, a seven-week travel, work and study program in Israel
, for American, students and teachers between the ages of 18 and 35.
Participants in past Summer Institutes have been helpful in promoting
the 1954 program and many have assumed active roles in Zionist youth
movements. A reunion in New York last December drew over 60 alumni,

Considerable interest has been shown in a summer tour for high school
students, A “junior division” in the summer of 1955 is now being
planned in consultation with the Jerusalem office.

Publications,

Through the expansion of its publication distribution service during
the period under review, the Department has become a community-wide
clearing house for educational and program material and literature on
Zionism and Israel.

In addition to Zionist groups, the publication service has added to its
mailing list all Jewish centers and Hillel Foundations, many schools,
educational committees, synagogues and individual educators and youth
leaders. The latest catalogue contains nearly 150 titles including publica-
tions of other departments of the World Zionist Organization and mate-
rial published by outside sources in the United States and Great
Britain. In March, the Department in New York published a book,
“Israel Folk Dances”.

Stamp Service
The Stamp Service continues to publish the Israel Stamp Workshop
Bulletin, devoted to new issues of Israel stamps, and has devised a new
visual aid method for the demonstration of the Israel Stamp Map which
was prepared last year.
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YOUTH AND CHALUTZ DEPARTMENT

The Stamp Service furnished displays of Israel stamps for an. edu-
cational exhibit at the National Conference for Jewish Education and
the Leadership Seminar of the United Synagogue Youth Advisers, Acting
on suggestions and material supplied by the Stamp Service, “Stamps”
Magazine, a national philatelic publication, devoted a special issue to
Israel stamps.

Music Section

A Zionist Youth Choir and Youth Symphony Orchestra, organized
by the Department’s Music Section, made their debut at a youth celebra-
tion on Israel Independence Day in New York.

The Music Section has placed its services at the disposal of various
youth organizations for the purpose of instructing members in Israel
songs and popularizing Israel music. The director of the Music Section
lectured on New York college campuses and before various groups. A
special Youth Seminar on Israel music was conducted in Canada.

The Music Section completed the first series of the song book “Israel
Sings” which contains words, music, instruction and appropriate back-
ground material. A second series is in preparation.

PATWA (Office of Professional and Technical Workers)

During the period under review, 26 American professionals left for
Israel, some with advance commitments from employers. About a third
of them were directed to Ulpanim to study Hebrew as a first step: to-
wards employment in Israel. '

The PATWA Office in New York processed several hundred applica-
tions from Americans interested in working in Israel. Approximately
seventy personnel questionnaires were transmitted to the Jerusalem office.

Preparations are under way for the departure of 35 American pro-
fessionals at the end of the summer. .

PATWA established a regional office in Chicago to expand its area of
direct contacts in the Middle West. Liaison offices continue to operate
in Los Angeles and Montreal.

The PATWA office continued to assist the PATWA Organization
which now has active chapters in New York, Chicago, Boston, Phila-
delphia, Los Angeles and Montreal,

Haikar Haoved

During the period under review, contacts were made with prospective'
moshav candidates in 60 cities in the United States and Canada. A total
of 550 families have indicated interest and are now being processed.
During the winter, 16 families left for Israel, 10 to settle at the new
American moshav, Orot, bringing the number of Americans there to 20.
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YOUTH AND CHALUTZ DEPARTMENT

Seven families were scheduled to leave for Orot on June 9th., Twelve
more are planning to leave during the summer and fall.

. Canadian Office ° o
The Youth Department’s office in Canada continues to function as the
central agency for the Canadian Zionist youth movement. While fur-
thering the Department’s activities as a whole, its emphasis is on local
affairs, particularly inter-organizational Zionist youth cooperation and
contacts with a wider circle of Jewish youth. The Zionist Youth Council
was activated in three major Canadian cities. In Toronto, the Council,
with the assistance of the Department, established a gymnasium and re-
creational facilities for all Zionist groups.
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DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND CULTURE &

(This report covering the Department’s global activity
was prepared when its director resided in New York)

/

The work of this Department encompasses North and South America,
Western Europe, North Africa and Israel. Its program falls into two
broad categories : ‘1) cultural activities and 2) education, which covers
secondary schools, institutions of higher learning, adult gducation and
teacher training.

A large part of the Department’s program in both of these spheres is
accomplished through the medium of seminars which are designed for
students, educators, laymen and advanced scholars respectively. During
the period under review, the Department organized seventeen semi-
nars with a total participation of about 750 persons.

(Since the establishment of the Department in 1950, up to the end of
the current year, a total of 57 seminars will have been held with a total
participation of 2,750.)

Seminars antered in Israel

The eight seminars in Israel organized by the Department during the
period covered by this report were held during the winter or are
scheduled to take place during the summer months. They are as follows :

(a) Student-Teacher Seminar

This seminar is carried out in conjunction with the Association of

_Hebrew Teachers’ Training Colleges of America whose membership

consists of Yeshiva University, the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America, the Herzliah Teachers’ Institute, The Teachers’ Institute of
Boston and The Teachers’ Institute of Chicago. In the autumn of 1953,
a group of 30 undergraduate students from these colleges arrived in
Israel for the Depariment’s second annual six-month Student-Teacher
Seminar. It is designed to give these undergraduates, all of whom have
outstanding academic records, an opportunity to do a semester’s work
in Israel. Their- studies include the Bible, Talmud, Hebrew language,
modern Hebrew literature and the economic, cultural and religious as-

" pects of life in Israel. The curriculum is rounded out by extensive guided

tours of the country and visits to schools, cultural centers and national

‘institutions.

26



DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND CULTURE

(b) Refresher Seminar for American Hebrew Teachers ‘
This project is organized jointly by the Department and the American
Association for Jewish Education. A group of 30 American Hebrew
teachers will spend seven weeks in Israel beginning in July, 1954. The
Program includes Bible study, the Hebrew language and literature,
Israeli cultural and academic subjects, guided tours and visits to educa-
tional and other institutions. : 7

(c) Seminar for Hebrew Teachers from Canada

The above-mentioned group will be joined in Israel by ten Hebrew
teachers from Canada. This is the first project of its kind for Canadian
Hebrew teachers. '

(d) Seminar for Hebrew Teachers from Europe

A program paralleling that of the U.S. and Canadian teachers will
be followed by a group of 30 Hebrew teachers from Great Britain and
other countries of Western Europe, who are scheduled to arrive in Israel
in July. -

(e) Seminar for Hebrew Teachers from North Africa

For the fourth consecutive year, the Department has organized a
special seminar in Israel for young teachers from the Alliance Israelite
Universelle schools of North Africa, designed to meet the partlcular
education needs of those schools. '

(f) Workshop for Amencan University Professors -

. This project, sponsored jointly by the Department, New York Univer-
sity and the National Association of Professors of Hebrew in American
Universities, was inaugurated last year and consists of a study-tour of
Israel and a seminar. This year, 15 non-Jewish professors of Hebrew
and Biblical studies will participate. The object is to acquaint American
Hebrew and Biblical scholars with the educational and cultural life in
Israel. The program includes visits to important archaeological sites and
courses in modern Hebrew.

_{(g) Seminar for Students of Hebrew in American Public High Schools

This project is the first to bring American high school students_to
Israel. Twenty-eight students, accompanied by two teachers, will devote
their entire summer to Hebrew studies and orientation courses on Israel.
Four weeks will be spent aboard ship travelling to and from Israel, dur-
ing which time daily classes will be held. Five weeks will be spent in
Israel. The seminar is sponsored jointly by the Department and the
Jewish Education Committee of New York. It is intended to serve as an
incentive for students in public high schools to continue their HeBrew
studies.
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DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND GULTURE

(h) Twelve-Month Seminar in Israel

This seminar is designed for young Hebrew teachers from all parts of
the world. A group of 20 to 25 young teachers from various countries
is now being organized. They will spend a year in Israel devoted to
Jewish and Hebrew studies and pedagogic training. Diplomas will be
awarded upon satisfactory completion of the coursés.

In the United States:

As in previous years, two seminars will be conducted in the United
States during July and August, one to be held in New York State and
the other in Los Angeles, California. The programs will be conducted by
American educators and visiting scholars from Israel. A combined en-
rolment of about 150 is expected. The seminars are sponsored jointly by
the Department and the American Association for Jewish Education.

Hebrew Education in the United States

The Department has worked diligently in cooperation with schools
and Jewish educational organizations to foster the widespread study of
Hebrew on all academic levels in the United States.

Outside of New York, this work is carried on through the Hebrew
Culture Service Commitiee for American High Schools and Colleges, a -
group made up of prominent American educators and laymen, Jewish
and non-Jewish. According to the latest reports, Hebrew is being taught
in eleven major cities outside of New York, including Boston, Chicago
and Los Angeles. In New York, where Hebrew is now taught in some
60 high schools and colleges, the Department cooperated closely with
the Hebrew Culture Council of the Jewish Education Committee of
New York to extend these courses. .

A booklet entitled “Hebrew for College Entrance”, published last fall
by the Hebrew Culture Service Committee, lists more than 1,400 colleges
and universities in the United States which accept secondary school
Hebrew as fulfilling language requirements for admission. This booklet
was published both as a guide and as a source of encouragement for
secondary school students to elect Hebrew as their foreign language.

Lag B'Omer Hebrew Teachers Conference :

A special three-day conference of educators and Hebrew school per-
sonnel began on May 21 (Lag B’Omer) to. discuss the place of Israel
in the Jewish school curriculum. The program, consisting of lectures,
workshops and model classes, was arranged by the Department and the
Hebrew Teachers Federation of America.
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DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND CULTURE
In Europe:

Seminar for European Teachers in Edinburgh

. About 100 teachers from Great Britain and the Western European
countries will attend the annual Hebrew seminar organized by the De-
partment this summer in Edinburgh, Scotland, and conducted by
scholars from Israel and elsewhere. The seminar will emphasize the
needs of Hebrew teachers, but, as in past years, will be open to people
" with a non-academic interest in Hebrew.

Seminar in Paris

The Department has organized, on an experimental basis, a seminar
for teachers of general subjects at the schools of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle in North Africa, to be held this summer in Paris. The
seminar will be conducted in French and will be devoted to studies of
Israeli life and culture, the Zionist movement, Jewish history in modern
“times and modern Hebrew, : -

Teachers and Text Books from Israel

The Department has been instrumental in securing the services of
qualified Israeli teachers and school directors for Jewish communities
abroad where vacancies cannot be filled locally. Arrangements were
made for sending a director and a lecturer from Israel to the proposed
educatjonal institute “Midrasha” in Buenos Aires. A group of Israeli
teachers was sent to Brazil and the Department also sent an Israeli in-
structor to Chile. ) »

As in past years, the Department has supplied Hebrew text books,
published in Israel, to Jewish schools in Europe and elsewhere where
acute book shortages have existed since the war.

Educational Emissary to Latin-America
In cooperation with the World Jewish Congress and Brit Ivrit Olamit,
the Department sent an American educator to various Jewish communi-
ties in Latin America to formulate, in cooperation with local educa-
tional authorities, plans for the expansion and improvement of existing
Hebrew educational and cultural facilities and to create such facilities
where none exist.

Seminary-Israel Institute
The third annual session of the Seminary-Israel Institute, sponsored

by the Department and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America,

was held this spring. More than 300 persons registered for the morning

lectures. The first Seminary-Israel award was presented to Dr. William
F. Albright.
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‘ , “Habimah Haketanah”
£ The “Habimah Haketanah?, Little Hebrew Theater, jointly sponsored
; by. the Department and the Herzliah Teachers’ Institute, will present
in October “Ani Rav Hahovel”, a new play by Yosh which has been
n successfully produced in Israel. The revival of an older play is also
K projected. , :
i Other Activities
E The Department continues to work jointly with the Histadrut Ivrit of
America in a program of adult education and cultural activities. Another
K class has been added to the Hebrew courses for adults. Plans are under
é way for an exhibition of Hebrew books to be held here in cooperation
E with the Association of Hebrew Publishers in Israel. An all-American
& Hebrew convention is also projected for the future.
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DEPARTMENT FOR TORAH CULTURE AND EDUCATION

During the period under review, the Department sought, by means of

various projects and activities in the field of Torah education, to streng- .

then its ties with Jewish educators, rabbinical scholars, yeshivot and
Hebrew day schools, The Department is endeavoring to extend the
sphere of its activities to the Middle West and the Pacific Coast. A
representative recently visited Jewish communities in those areas to
exchange views with local Jewish leaders and to ascertain how these
communities can best be served by the Department.

At the Department’s initiative, a number of New York Hebrew edu-
cational institutions will include “Yediyat Haaretz” (Palestinology) as
an integral part of their curricula. They include the Teachers’ Seminary
of Yeshiva University, the Yeshiva of Central Queens, the Central Heb-
rew High School for Girls in Brooklyn, the Yeshiva of Flatbush, and

others. These schools will engage the services of an expert in the field -

appointed by the Department in Jerusalem.

Following is a summary of the Department’s activities—past, current
and planned’:

1. CURRENT AND PAST ACTIVITIES
- Tanach Broadcasts

On November 1, 1953, the Department inaugurated weekly radio
lessons in Tanach, broadcast over Station WEVD in New York. The text
of Isaiah is being read in Hebrew. Interpretations are given in English.
At the end of each broadcast, questions relating to the text are put to
the listening audience for further study. The volume of mail response
to these questions indicates that the program is widely heard.

Torah Essay Contest
In March 1954, the Department announced in Jerusalem the opening
of the second annual worldwide Torah essay contest for students be-
tween the ages of 13 and 21. Forty entries were submitted in the United
States on themes relating to Israel and the Torah. A reception was held
at Yeshiva University for the American winners of last year’s contest.

'
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TORAH CULTURE AND EDUCATION

Youth Seminars

Seminar for Counsellors from Mexico

Twenty Jew1sh youth counsellors from Mexico participated in a
month-long seminar for leaders in Jewish studies, in New York last
January, sponsored jointly by the Department and Bnei Akiva. The
Department assisted in outlining the seminar program, selecting the staff
and in the actual instruction.

Torah Vaavodah Institute

The Department is a co-sponsor with Hapoel Hamizrachi and Bnei
Akiva of a three-month Torah Vaavodah Institute, which began in New
York on February 8th and continued through May 27th. The Institute
was open to students from institutions of higher learning. The subject
matter concerned re11g10n and the State of Israel, religious Zlomsm,
and phﬂosophy of religion.

Semmar in Jerusalem for Rabbinical Graduates

The Department is presently organizing a group of young graduates
of rabbinical seminaries who will part1c1pate in the second annual
seminar for American rabbis, beginning in Jerusalem at the end of
August. The seminar, of six months duration, is an annual event in-
augurated by the Department last year to give young American rabbis
first-hand knowledge of the land and problems of religion in Israel.

Yemei Kalah

The Department initiated “Yemei Kalah”—days devoted to study and
discussion of Torah—which, it is hoped, will become a regular obser-
vance in many Jewish communities. The first observance of this Jewish
tradition, which derives its name from the “Yarchei Kalah” in Babylon,
was attended by distinguished Talmud scholars, writers and educators.
The general theme was “The People of Israel and the State of Israel in
the Light of the Torah”. Lectures were given on “The Revival of Jewish
Law in Israel”, “The Status of Jewish Women in the Light of the
Torah” and “The Sanctity of the State of Israel and the City of Jeru-
salem”.

Rabbinical Conference
A preliminary conference attended by over 100 rabbis was arranged
by the Department in Lakewood, New Jersey, prior to the opening
there on January 26th of the annual mid-winter Conference of the

" Rabbinical Council of America. The preliminary conference was de-

dicated to the following themes: “Books of Our Times”, “Ordination
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Through the Ages”, “The Revival of Jewish Law” and “The Place of
Israel in American Jewish Education”.

Book Exhibition

An exhibition of books published by Mosad Kook and Mosad Bialik
was held in conjunction with the Rabbinical Council Conference.

Women’s Seminar on Religious Zionism

A weekly seminar on religious Zionism was opened on April 27th for
women members of religious Zionist organizations and Orthodox con-
gregations. The seminar is conducted by the Department in cooperation
with the Mizrachi Women’s Organization, the Hapoel Hamizrachi
Women’s Organization and the Women’s Division of the Union of Or-
thodox Congregations. The topics of discussion are: “The History of
Religious Zionism”,” “The Ideology of Religious Zignism” and “Per-
sonalities in Religious Zionism”. The Seminar is held at the Jewish
Agency Office in New York, and will run through the end of June, 1954.

Correspondence Courses
The Department in New York is continuing the distribution in this
country of correspondence courses on the Bible, which are prepared by
the Department in Jerusalem. These courses are subscribed to by in-

dividual students, study groups, clubs, chaplains and members of the
armed forces,

Publications
The Department is co-sponsoring with Yeshiva University the publi-
cation of “Sura”, an Israel-American yearbook edlited by Professor
Samuel K. Mirsky. The publication of a number of text books for yeshi-

vot are planned jointly with the National Education Committee of the
Mizrachi Organization and other groups.

Summer Seminar for Teachers

The Department is currently arranging a series of intensive three-
week seminars on Torah education, to be held during the summer in
New York, Chicago. and Cleveland.

Teachers’ Seminar in Jerusalem

A group of 25 American teachers will participate in a month-long

seminar in Jerusalem this summer, under the auspices of the Torah De-
partment. ’
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TORAH CULTURE AND EDUCATION

2. PLANNED ACTIVITIES

Pedagogic Training for Yeshiva Students in Israel
The Department has formiulated 2 plan whereby American yeshiva
students will receive a year’s training at the teachers’ institute in Israel,
in order to perfect their knowledge of Hebrew and prepare for teaching -
posts in Amencan yesh1vot

Year of Study in Israel

The Department is preparing to send the first group of yeshwa
students in their late teens for a year of study in Israel yeshlvot

Adult Semmam_

" The Deﬁartment has completed plans for the establishment in New
York of an Adult Education Seminar to be affiliated with Yeshiva Uni-
versity. A similar seminar is planned in Chicago, to be affiliated with the

" Beit Midrash LeTorah there. Both seminars are expected to open at the

beginning of the new school year.

Summer Seminar for Rabbinical Council Members

The Department is planning, in cooperation with the Rabbinical
Council of America, to establish a summer seminar on Torah Education
for members of the Council.
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- LATIN AMERICAN DEPARTMENT

During the period under review, the Latin American Department con-
tinued, via press and radio, to provide informational and educational
material on Israel to Jewish and non-Jewish communities in South-and
Central America. The Department is now engaged in outlining plans
for the production of a Spanish-language film of similar nature. =

The latter activity was undertaken in response to widespread requests
from Latin American countries for such films. The first movie to be
produced will be a Spanish version of “The Book and the .Idol”.’

%

£y

Press and Publications r

“Israel y America Latina”, the Department’s Spanish-language
monthly devoted to literature and Israel information, which has a large
non-Jewish readership, has increased in circulation. Typographical
changes have been instituted to make it more attractive in appearance.
The weekly news and feature services, “Eresnews” and “Jadla”, continue
to appear both in Spanish and Yiddish editions. The Spanish editions

are now sub-divided into two sections, one containing articles-and news

of general interest and the other material of specific interest to the
Jewish community. The Spanish bi-weekly news bulletin “Noticias de
Israel”, summarizing the latest events in or related to Israel, is sent
mainly to Jewish organizations in Latin America. Occasionally, the De-
partment sends German-language material to German-Jewish periodicals
in Latin America. '

Radio

The Department produces ‘“Panoramas de Israel”, a weekly educa-
tional Spanish-language radio program broadcast over thirty stations in
fifteen Latin American countries. It also distributes a weekly Yiddish
program which is prepared by the Public Relations Department and is
heard in six countries. A second weekly Spanish program® intended
primarily for Jewish audiences is being tried experimentally. The sub-
ject matter of this program is limited to Jewish rather than general in-
terest and the Spanish narration is occasionally interspersed with brief
remarks in Hebrew or Yiddish.

A weekly Spanish news bulletin on Israel is also provided to radio
stations in several Latin American countries.
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LATIN AMERICAN DEPARTMENT

: Liaison with Other Departments

The Latin American Department maintains a liaison between Zionist
bodies in Latin Amierica and departments of the Jewish Agéncy which
have no facilities for carrying out their work in Spanish.
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COMMITTEE ON CONTROL AND AUTHORIZATION
OF CAMPAIGNS

In January, 1954, the Committee reviewed the financial data submitted
by thirteen fund-raising agencies, the campaigns of twelve of which had
been authorized the previous year. After an analysis of this information,
the committee released its fifth annual list of organizations authorized to
campaign in 1954, as follows:

American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science, Inc.

American Friends of the Hebrew University

American Fund for Israel Institutions

American Red Mogen Dovid for Israel, Inc. (membership cam-
paign only) :

American Technion Society

Federated Council for Israel Institutions

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc.

Jewish National Fund (traditional collections only)

Material for Israel, Inc. (materials only)

Mizrachi Women’s Organization of America

National Committee for Labor Israel (Histadrut Campaign)

Pioneer Women, the Women’s Labor Zlomst Organization of
America, Inc.

Women’s League for Israel, Inc. (New York area only).

As in previous years, all authorized agencies have agreed to the
primacy of U.J.A.

The only change from last year’s list was the re-authorization of the
Federated Council of Israel Institutions. Authorization was previously
withdrawn from this organization because it persisted in transmitting
funds to its beneficiary institutions in Israel in the form of food parcels
instead of cash. In its application for re-authorization, the Federated
Counci] assured the Committee that it would henceforth fulfil its obliga-
tion to transmit funds in cash through authorized channels.

During the period under review, the Committee released a number of
press statements on fund-raising problems and supplied information on
various Israel institutions and organizations to welfare funds, whenever
requested. The annual announcement of the Committee appeared in
sixty newspapers throughout the United States. The public was urged
to communicate with the Jewish Agency when approached for contribu-
tions by institutions that had not been authorized.
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A COMMITTEE ONCONTROL AND AUTHORIZATION

The Committee continued to provide information on Israel campaigns
and projects to the United Jewish Appeal, the United Israel Appeal, the
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds, local welfare funds,
the Department of Welfare of the City of New York, the National Better

. Business Bureau, and to other official bodies and numerous individuals.
All of its communications stress the primacy of the United Jewish
Appeal. ‘ )

£ The Committee has given careful consideration to the problem of
;\ building fund campaigns for the institutions of higher learning in Israel
i which have recently been launched in this country and have often been
b the cause of confusion and conflict.in the communities. At the request
t of the Committee and the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare

N Funds, authorities in Israel are surveying the needs of these institutions
e so that the American Jewish community may be in a better position
" to determine its own policy with relation to them.
Cooperating with the Committee, the Consulate General of Israel has
N obtained, whenever requested, statistical data on numerous educational
- / and social welfare institutions and assists in other ways in preventing
unauthorized campaigns in the United States.
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