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To The 5 9 t h N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of America 

Dear F e l l o w Z i o n i s t : 

T h i s c u r r e n t r e p o r t c o v e r s ZOA's f i f t y - n i n t h y e a r . The t w e l v e m o n t h s , e n d i n g 
August 3 1 s t , 1956, were by f a r among t h e most a c t i v e i n our h i s t o r y . The a c c o u n t s , 
which f o l l o w my own, o u t l i n e t h e p r i n c i p a l a c t i v i t i e s t h a t t o o k p l a c e a n d s u g g e s t 
t h e r e m a r k a b l e scope of our a c t i v i t i e s . I t w i l l r e p a y c a r e f u l s t u d y . 

Our ZOA Program f o r I s r a e l and t h e Amer ican J e w i s h Community a t t r a c t e d a most 
g r a t i f y i n g d e g r e e of i n t e r e s t f rom t h e p u b l i c . ZOA membership i n c r e a s e d a n d our 
f u n d - r a i s i n g r o s e . 

The Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of Amer i ca , I b e l i e v e , i s i n a h e a l t h y c o n d i t i o n i n 
a l l m a j o r r e s p e c t s , e x c e p t f o r a v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t n e e d f o r i n c r e a s e d income t o 
improve i t s f i n a n c i a l s t a b i l i t y , a p r e s s i n g r e q u i r e m e n t t o p e r f o r m i t s f u n c t i o n s 
more e f f i c i e n t l y . F u r t h e r o n , I w i l l have more t o s a y a b o u t t h e s e p r o b l e m s . 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s f u n c t i o n i n g s m o o t h l y d e s p i t e t h e heavy l o a d of t h e t e n s e 
s i t u a t i o n i n I s r a e l and t h e Midd le E a s t , t h e i n c r e a s e i n our a c t i v i t i e s , a n d t h e 
f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n s of t h e p a s t y e a r . Our P r e s i d e n t , Mor t imer May, h i s a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n and our s t a f f a r e l o y a l , c a p a b l e , and d e e p l y d e v o t e d t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e y 
s e r v e . They a r e t h e m a i n s p r i n g s of our p r o g r e s s , and we owe them a v e r y r e a l d e b t 
of g r a t i t u d e . I am g l a d t o s a y t h a t i n t h e c o u r s e of t h e y e a r i t was p o s s i b l e t o 
make some s t a f f a d j u s t m e n t s i n s a l a r i e s , wh ich gave p r a c t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n t o t h i s 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

The f o u n d a t i o n of any o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i t s program and a c t i v i t i e s . Ours i s 
g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t o b e t h e f o r e m o s t and most a c t i v e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e 
w o r l d . Our p r i m a r y g o a l i s t o c o n t i n u e t o improve our work f o r I s r a e l a n d J e w r y 
a n d t o expand i t m o d e s t l y w i t h i n our means . The o f f i c e r s a n d membership of our 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a r e our f a i t h i n t h e f u t u r e of I s r a e l a n d Jewry a n d t h e c o n t i n u e d 
need f o r t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a . They s h a r e , t o o , t h e b e l i e f t h a t 
c o n s t a n t advancement i s e s s e n t i a l t o t h e v i t a l i t y a n d e f f i c a c y of ou r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
They, t h e r e f o r e , c o n c e i v e t h e r o l e of ZOA a s s u p p o r t i n g p r o m i s i n g e x p e r i m e n t s and 
new deve lopment s i n t h e advancement of Z i o n i s t o b j e c t i v e s . 

The work i n t h e f i e l d s of Young A d u l t Z i o n i s t s and Hebrew have b e e n i n t e n s i -
f i e d . We a r e b u i l d i n g new l e a d e r s h i p t o assume t h e f u t u r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of 
Z i o n i s t and American J e w i s h community l i f e . E v e r y p a r t of our program p r o j e c t e d 
b y t h e 58th Annua l C o n v e n t i o n h a s b e e n implemented and even exceeded . Our work i n 
I s r a e l and our p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s and e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s on t h e Amer ican s c e n e 
i s t h e s t o r y of t h e u n c o n v e n t i o n a l which h a s become t h e common-place , of t h e u n -
t r i e d which ha s become t h e r o u t i n e , of t h e n o n - c o n f o r m i n g wh ich h a s become t h e 
c u s t o m a r y . T h i s h a s a lways b e e n t h e happy a s w e l l a s t h e c h a l l e n g i n g m i s s i o n of 
our Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a . 

E n t e r i n g our s i x t i e t h y e a r i s a n a p p r o p r i a t e p o i n t f rom which t o f o c u s on t h e 
f u t u r e a ims and n e e d s of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of A m e r i c a . A ZOA P l a t f o r m h a s 



been f o r m u l a t e d f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l Conven t i on . I t w i l l ־ u t i l i z e 
f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s t o encourage e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n i n d i r e c t i o n s which w i l l 
advance Z ion i sm, Jewry and I s r a e l . A r e v i e w of our expanded s e r v i c e s i n t h e 
f o l l o w i n g p a g e s , combined w i t h c o n s t a n t l y r i s i n g c o s t s , has r e s u l t e d i n an 
i n c r e a s e i n e x p e n d i t u r e s . But t h r o u g h economies and i n c r e a s e d income, t h e 
o p e r a t i n g budge t has been h e l d c l o s e l y i n b a l a n c e . 

Dur ing t h e p a s t few y e a r s t h e r e has b e e n a s i g n i f i c a n t r i s e i n American 
Z i o n i s t Fund c o n t r i b u t i o n s which have b e e n u t i l i z e d f o r our p rogram. Our 
r evenue f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s s o l e l y d e r i v e d f rom membership income, 

A h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of a l l income coming f rom t h e t housands of members 
t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r y i n d i c a t e s s t r o n g p u b l i c s u p p o r t . On t h e o t h e r hand , heavy 
dependence on t h e s e f a r t o o modest r e s o u r c e s o f t e n make i t d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t o u n d e r t a k e p r o j e c t s of g r e a t i n t r i n s i c v a l u e which do no t p romise 
t o c a p t u r e t h e p u b l i c i m a g i n a t i o n . The re i s no doubt t h a t t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
would b e i n a f a r h e a l t h i e r f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n and b e t t e r a b l e t o p e r f o r m i t s 
f u n c t i o n s i f i t c o u l d s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n c r e a s e i t s income from t h e American Z i o n -
i s t Fund . T h i s c a n b e done o n l y by making t h e most i n t e n s e e f f o r t t o i n c r e a s e 
our American Z i o n i s t Fund c o n t r i b u t i o n s and b y making our f i n a n c i a l needs c l e a r 
t o t h o s e who might p o t e n t i a l l y b e i n t e r e s t e d i n making g i f t s o r b e q u e s t s t o t h e 
Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of Amer ica . 

The b e s t hope of a c h i e v i n g t h e s e Z i o n i s t g o a l s i s t o c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e 
t h e k i n d s of program and a c t i v i t y f o r I s r a e l and Jewry which p e o p l e everywhere 
w i l l f e e l d e s e r v e t h e i r s u p p o r t . B e s i d e s p e r f o r m i n g our f u n c t i o n s w e l l , we 
must a l s o make i t c l e a r t o t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d o r p o t e n t i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d t h a t we 
need h e l p and t h a t our i n c r e a s e d r o s t e r of membership and our r a t e of growth 
of American Z i o n i s t Fund c o l l e c t i o n s a r e n o t enough i n t h e m s e l v e s t o s o l v e our 
b a s i c , s e r i o u s f i n a n c i a l q u e s t i o n s . 

I n c l o s i n g , I must s a y a s p e c i a l word of t h a n k s t o t h e o f f i c e r s and 
gove rn ing b o d i e s of our r e g i o n s and d i s t r i c t s . They have been e x t r e m e l y 
generous i n c o n t r i b u t i n g t i m e , e f f o r t , i n t e l l i g e n t a d v i c e and i m p o r t a n t 
f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . They c o n s t i t u t e d one of t h e most i m p o r t a n t r e a s o n s f o r 
ZOA'8 c o n t i n u e d s u c c e s s . 

No a t t e m p t has been made i n t h i s r e p o r t t o r e v i e w a l l of our p r o j e c t s and 
a c t i v i t i e s . Those r ev iewed have b e e n s e l e c t e d t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e n a t u r e of our 
c o n c e r n s and o p e r a t i o n s . 

I do hope t h a t t h i s 5 9 t h Annual C o n v e n t i o n w i l l s t i m u l a t e p r o f i t a b l e 
t h i n k i n g and d i s c u s s i o n of t h o s e f u n d a m e n t a l p roblems f a c i n g I s r a e l , Jewry and 
your ZOA so a s t o g e n e r a t e c l e a r e r c o n c e p t s of t h e ends t o b e sought and b e t t e r 
i d e a s of t h e means t o a c h i e v e them t h r o u g h ZOA ־ an o r g a n i z a t i o n on which s o 
l a r g e a measure of our hope f o r t h e f u t u r e of our Peop le d e p e n d s . 

I n t h i s s p i r i t , t h i s r e p o r t i s r e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d . 

My k i n d e s t p e r s o n a l r e g a r d s . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s , 

D r . S idney Marks 
N a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y 

and 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
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The f i s c a l y e a r ending August 31, 1956 "brought many problems and d i f f i c u l -

t i e s t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . The c o n t i n u o u s e m e r g e n c i e s , t h e many new a c t i v i t i e s 
such a s Young A d u l t Z i o n i s t s and Hebrew C u l t u r e 86 Language , t h e e x p a n s i o n of o l d 
ones , t h e payment of our Sheke l o b l i g a t i o n t o t h e World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n , e x -
penses i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e World Z i o n i s t C o n g r e s s , and t h e c o n t i n u i n g r i s e i n 
cos ts , i n e v e r y f i e l d , p a p e r , p r i n t i n g , p o s t a g e and l a b o r i n p a r t i c u l a r , p l a y e d 
havoc w i t h our b u d g e t s and our f i n a n c e s . I n s p i t e of r e d u c t i o n of s t a f f and e v e r y 
economy which c o u l d b e i n s t i t u t e d w i t h o u t hampering t h e work of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
i t was i m p o s s i b l e t o f i n d a d e q u a t e f u n d s f o r a l l our n e e d s . Our membership e x -
ceeded t h a t of t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r , our f u n d r a i s i n g showed a s p l e n d i d i n c r e a s e , b u t 
g r e a t e r f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s a r e r e q u i r e d t o keep our o r g a n i z a t i o n on a sound f i -
n a n c i a l b a s i s . 

The Accoun t ing Department has done e v e r y t h i n g w i t h i n i t s power t o a d m i n i s t e r 
f a i t h f u l l y a l l f u n d s of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n and keep a c c u r a t e r e c o r d s t h e r e o f . The 
books of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of America a r e under p e r i o d i c examina t i on and 
s t r i c t a u d i t of t h e f i r m of Muh l s tock , E l o w i t z & C o . , C e r t i f i e d P u b l i c A c c o u n t a n t s . 
The accompanying F i n a n c i a l R e p o r t shows t h e f i s c a l p o s i t i o n of t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a s 
of J u l y 31; 1956 and t h e income and expenses f o r t h e e l e v e n month p e r i o d f rom 
September 1 , 1955 t o J u l y 31, 1956. The f i g u r e s f o r t h e month of August have been 
e s t i m a t e d ba sed on a c t u a l r e c e i p t s and d i s b u r s e m e n t s t o r e f l e c t t h e o p e r a t i o n s f o r 
t h e f u l l f i s c a l y e a r , September 1 , 1955 t o August 31 , 1956. 

A M ERIC A N ZIONIST FUND 
I t i s g r a t i f y i n g t o r e p o r t t h a t we c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e our American Z i o n i s t 

Fund income w i t h each y e a r , and t h a t t h i s i n c r e a s e i s due t o an e f f o r t b y most Re-
g i o n s . 

Of our t w e n t y - t w o R e g i o n s , e i g h t e e n have gone ahead of l a s t y e a r , and of t h e s e 
e i g h t e e n , s i x Regions have s e n t t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e $20 ,000 o r more and f o u r Re-
g ions have more t h a n doubled t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s income. T h i s shows a coun t rywide 
t r e n d t o t a k e t h e AZF o b l i g a t i o n s s e r i o u s l y and t o move f o r w a r d t o a more r ea sonab l e 
r a t e of g i v i n g . 

I t i s r e g r e t t a b l e t o r e p o r t t h a t t e n Regions have n o t even r e a c h e d t h e 
$10,000 l e v e l , and our aim f o r t h e coming y e a r must b e t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r c o n t r i b u -
t i o n s s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o e q u i t a b l y s h a r e i n t h e ma in t enance of our a c t i v i t i e s and t o 
m a i n t a i n c u r r e n t c o n t r i b u t i o n u p t r e n d f rom a l l o t h e r Reg ions who a r e r e s p o n d i n g 30 
w e l l . 

An e f f o r t has been made t o o b t a i n l a r g e r i n d i v i d u a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s a n d , f o r 
t h e f i r s t t ime i n some y e a r s , we were s u c c e s s f u l i n o b t a i n i n g some $5 ,000 c o n t r i b u -
t i o n s and q u i t e a few d o n a t i o n s r a n g i n g f rom $ 1 , 0 0 0 t o $ 5 , 0 0 0 . We s h a l l have t o 
c o n c e n t r a t e even more on e d u c a t i n g our membership t o a h i g h e r g i v i n g l e v e l f o r t h e 
Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of Amer ica , and i n d i c a t e t o them t h e v a l u e of t h e i r AZF g i v i n g 
f o r I s r a e l and t h e American Jewish Community. 

Th i s yea r ha s a g a i n d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t R e g i o n a l and D i s t r i c t d i n n e r s a r e t h e 
b e s t and q u i c k e s t means t o r a i s e s i z a b l e f u n d s . Governor Thomas Dewey, Congressman 
Jacob J a v i t s , S e n a t o r s George H. B e n d e r , S t y l e s B r i d g e s , Huber t Humphrey, E s t e s 
K e f a u v e r , Wayne Morse, John Sparkman, Alexander Wi ley , and U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
George A l l e n a l l j o i n e d our own l e a d e r s h i p and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e I s r a e l Govern-
ment t o make t h e s e d i n n e r s ma jo r p u b l i c d e m o n s t r a t i o n s f o r I s r a e l . Your f u n d -
r a i s i n g e f f o r t s h i g h l i g h t e d t h e y e a r ' s a c t i v i t i e s . Two of t h e s e d i n n e r s were t h e 
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f i r s t o c c a s i o n f o r ZOA t o u s e t e l e v i s i o n a s a means of "bringing our message t o a 
maximum a u d i e n c e . 

The N a t i o n a l O f f i c e ha s a s s i s t e d numerous : D i s t r i c t s i n e v e r y phase of t h e i r 
AZF campaign and has g iven most Regions a s much h e l p a s p o s s i b l e . Campaigning 
means e v e r y t h i n g f rom d r a f t i n g l e t t e r s t o l i t e r a t u r e , s e c u r i n g s p e a k e r s and a c t u a l 
f u n d - r a i s i n g t e c h n i q u e s . 

Exper iments were u n d e r t a k e n t o r a i s e f u n d s b y v a r i o u s o t h e r means. While 
some methods were s u c c e s s f u l , o t h e r s p r o v i d e d a r e t u r n f a r t o o s m a l l f o r t h e e f -
f o r t s expended. The s i n g l e e x c e p t i o n was C o n n e c t i c u t which d i d i t s f u n d - r a i s i n g 
t h rough a j o u r n a l , and i t e n a b l e d t h e Region t o s e c u r e v e r y f i n e AZF r e s u l t s . 
(This i s t h e f i r s t ZOA j o u r n a l t h a t p roved t o be s u c c e s s f u l ) . 

I t shou ld b e r e c o r d e d w i t h g r a t i t u d e t h a t more of our l e a d e r s on e v e r y l e v e l 
a r e t a k i n g t h e AZF s e r i o u s l y and a r e g i v i n g of t h e i r t i m e , e f f o r t and f u n d s . We 
need t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r number and encourage e v e r y ! ! s t r i c t t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a n d t o 
do i t s s h a r e . 

E v e r - m i n d f u l of i t s aim and p u r p o s e , t h e Shop has a c c e l e r a t e d i t s a c t i v i t i e s 
i n d i r e c t m a i l s e r v i c e and t h r o u g h p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t . We a r e c o n s t a n t l y promot ing , 
on a n a t i o n a l l e v e l , t h e s a l e of b a s i c and new books on Z ion i sm, I s r a e l and g e n e r a l 
J u d a i c a ; s t i m u l a t i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e music of I s r a e l ; encourag ing you th g r o u p s , 
D i s t r i c t s and c e n t e r s t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r own l i b r a r i e s ; s e l l i n g Hebrew d i c t i o n a r i e s 
and manuals t o s t u d e n t s of t h e Hebrew l a n g u a g e , a s w e l l a s t o t o u r i s t s . 

R e a l i z i n g t h e n e c e s s i t y and impor tance of s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e l i n k be tween 
I s r a e l and Amer ica , we f e e l t h a t we have made a c o n t r i b u t i o n i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n i n 
some measure . We have s u p p l i e d on a n a t i o n - w i d e s c a l e PRODUCTS FROM ISRAEL — 
g i f t w a r e f o r t h e home and o f f i c e , i n p a t i n a and c o p p e r ; hand-made d o l l s ; f i g u r i n e s ; 
r e l i g i o u s a r t i c l e s ; a r t i s t i c g r e e t i n g and h o l i d a y c a r d s ; and a m i s c e l l a n y of o t h e r 
un ique i t e m s . 

A c t i v i t i e s of t h e Shop have a l s o i n c l u d e d t h e s e r v i c i n g and s a l e of b o o k s , 
r e c o r d s and a r t s and c r a f t s t o S i s t e r h o o d s , Temple G i f t Shops , C e n t e r s , and L i -
b r a r i e s ; a r r a n g i n g s p e c i a l e x h i b i t s of our merchand i se a t b a z a a r s , mee t ings and 
c o n v e n t i o n s ; p r e p a r i n g l i s t s and c i r c u l a r s f o r l i b r a r i e s and s c h o o l s . And l a s t , 
b u t n o t l e a s t , s p e c i a l h o l i d a y m a i l i n g s of recommended g i f t s f o r a d u l t s and 
c h i l d r e n , have become a r e g u l a r p r o c e d u r e . 

PUBLIC I N F O R M AT J O N 
The s u b s t a n t i a l accompl ishments of t h e ZOA i n t h e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s s p h e r e 

over t h e p a s t y e a r have s e r v e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e c o r r e c t n e s s of t h e d e c i s i o n made 
i n Augus t t ־^195 , o e s t a b l i s h a s i n g l e i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y f o r c o n d u c t i n g our p u b l i c 
r e l a t i o n s work unde r c e n t r a l i z e d d i r e c t i o n . Our Depar tment of P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n 
and I t s Commission on I s r a e l and t h e Middle E a s t , have p r o v i d e d v i t a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
on t h e c u r r e n t Middle E a s t e r n scene and have s t i m u l a t e d a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n , no t 
on ly t h r o u g h communicat ions t o t h e Regions and D i s t r i c t s , b u t a l s o by u t i l i z i n g 
e v e r y a v a i l a b l e i n s t r u m e n t f o r p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n i n our O r g a n i z a t i o n ״ The American 
Z i o n i s t , P r e s s and P u b l i c i t y , and Program and E d u c a t i o n — a l l of which a r e i n c l u d e d 
i n t n e P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n Depa r tmen t . 

The f o l l o w i n g a r e a few of t h e s i g n i f i c a n t a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d ou t d u r i n g t h e 
p a s t y e a r : 
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P u b l i c Even t s and B r i e f i n g C o n f e r e n c e s . A p a r t from c o n d u c t i n g a d d i t i o n a l 
b r i e f i n g and o r i e n t a t i o n s e s s i o n s f o r ZOA D i s t r i c t and R e g i o n a l l e a d e r s , t h e Com-
m i s s i o n on I s r a e l and t h e Middle E a s t sponso red a number of s i g n i f i c a n t p u b l i c 
m e e t i n g s , under t h e cha i rmansh ip of Harry T o r c z y n e r , n o t a b l y t h e r e c e p t i o n s f o r t h e 
Un i t ed S t a t e s Ambassador t o I s r a e l , Edward B. Lawson i n May 1956, and f o r A t t o r n e y 
G e n e r a l Jacob K. J a v i t s i n December 1955• Among t h o s e who f i g u r e d p r o m i n e n t l y i n 
t h e Commission 's c o n f e r e n c e s were D r . Emanuel Neumann, ZOA P r e s i d e n t Mortimer May, 
Anse l E. T a l b e r t , m i l i t a r y e d i t o r of t h e New York Hera ld T r i b u n e , and o t h e r e x p e r t s 
on Middle E a s t e r n a f f a i r s . 

L i t e r a t u r e . I n r e c e n t weeks t h e Depar tment of P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n i s s u e d two 
pamphle ts e v a l u a t i n g American p o l i c y i n t h e Middle E a s t a g a i n s t t h e background of 
N a s s e r ' s s e i z u r e of t h e Suez C a n a l . The r e s p o n s e t o t h e s e pamphle t s — "The Suez 
C r i s i s Could Have Been Ave r t ed" and "Ca lenda r of C a l a m i t y " — has been most e n t h u -
s i a s t i c . 

The Depar tment has c a r r i e d f o r w a r d i t s program of p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s e d u c a t i o n 
f o r D i s t r i c t s t h r o u g h t h e r e g u l a r i s s u a n c e of s t a t e m e n t s on t h e Middle E a s t s i t u a -
t i o n by ZOA l e a d e r s , d i r e c t i v e s f o r a c t i o n and background m a t e r i a l , much of i t d e -
s i g n e d f o r t r a n s m i s s i o n t o molders of p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n each community. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o p r e p a r i n g numerous r e f u t a t i o n s of h o s t i l e newspaper comment 
c a l l e d t o i t s a t t e n t i o n by D i s t r i c t l e a d e r s , t h e Depar tment ha s a t c r u c i a l moments 
s e t f o r t h t h e ZOA 's v iews i n l e t t e r s t h a t have b e e n p u b l i s h e d i n major Amer ican 
newspapers . Such comment by t h e chai rman of t h e Commission on I s r a e l and t h e Middle 
Eas t and t h e e x e c u t i v e v i c e - c h a i r m a n of t h e P u b l i c I n f o r m a t i o n Depar tment has b e e n 
r e l a y e d t o D i s t r i c t l e a d e r s a s gu idance f o r s i m i l a r communicat ions t o t h e i r own news-
p a p e r s . The same p r o c e d u r e ha s been f o l l o w e d w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e s o l u t i o n s and e d i » 
t o r i a l s f o r m u l a t e d by t h e Depar tment f o r t h e ma jo r d e l i b e r a t i v e b o d i e s of t h e Or-
g a n i z a t i o n and f o r The American Z i o n i s t , and t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e D i s t r i c t s f o r l o c a l 
u s e  ־ .

Other n o t e w o r t h y and s u c c e s s f u l a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e d : t h e n a t i o n a l Day of 
P r a y e r i n November 1955; t h e ZOA a d v e r t i s e m e n t on American p o l i c y i n t h e Middle E a s t 
which was p u b l i s h e d i n a number of i m p o r t a n t newspapers t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y i n 
J a n u a r y , 1956; t h e Q u e s t i o n n a i r e c o n c e r n i n g t h e American C o u n c i l f o r J u d a i s m , on 
which t h e D i s t r i c t s a c t e d i n t h e S p r i n g of 1956; and f i n a l l y , t h e v i g o r o u s program 
of a c t i o n on t h e American scene p r e s e n t e d b y Rabbi F e u e r t o t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y s e s s i o n 
of t h e N a t i o n a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e C o u n c i l on August 2 6 , which i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g i m p l e -
mented. 

THE A M E R I C A N Z IONIST 
The American Z i o n i s t , i n a c o n t i n u i n g p r o c e s s of e v o l u t i o n , i s now f i r m l y 

e s t a b l i s h e d as a f o r e m o s t o rgan of Z i o n i s t t h o u g h t and p u b l i c o p i n i o n . W i t h i n i t s 
20 p a g e s , once a month, a r e combined f e a t u r e s e c t i o n s devo ted t o r e v i e w s and a n a l y s e s 
on t h e c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l s c e n e , a r t i c l e s on v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of l i f e i n I s r a e l , l i t e r -
a r y f e a t u r e s a s w e l l a s The News R e p o r t e r d e v o t e d t o house organ m a t e r i a l . 

Wi th in t h e l i m i t e d number of pages made a v a i l a b l e t o i t , The American Z i o n -
1 s t i s u n f o r t u n a t e l y u n a b l e t o a l l o c a t e more s p a c e t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s of our Regions 
and D i s t r i c t s and t o t h e exemplary s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d b y our numerous i n d i v i d u a l 
w o r k e r s . I t i s t h e r e f o r e e a r n e s t l y s u g g e s t e d t h a t i n t h e coming yea r s e r i o u s c o n -
s i d e r a t i o n b e g i v e n t o t h e i s s u a n c e of a s t r i c t l y house organ p u b l i c a t i o n f o r l i m i t e d 
c i r c u l a t i o n among key workers and l e a d e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . Such a p u b l i c a t i o n 
would e a s e t h e b u r d e n now d e v e l o p i n g upon The American Z i o n i s t and a f f o r d i t more 
space f o r l i t e r a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
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PRESS AMD PUB LICrr׳/ 
The m u l t i f a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s of t h e ZOA i n t h e p a s t yea r have b e e n d u l y r e -

f l e e t e d i n t h e coverage s e c u r e d "by t h i s depa r tmen t i n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n newspapers , 
Anglo -Jewish p r e s s and Y i d d i s h d a i l i e s . Through t h e c o u r t e s y of t h e Jewish T e l e -
g r a p h i c Agency and such f e a t u r e s e r v i c e s a s World Wide News S e r v i c e and Seven A r t s 
F e a t u r e S y n d i c a t e ! s p e c i a l a r t i c l e s and news d i s p a t c h e s c o v e r i n g ma jo r ZOA even t s , 
a s w e l l a s p r o g r e s s of our I s r a e l i p r o j e c t s , have "been r e l e a s e d t o t h e Anglo-Jewish 
p r e s s and a l s o t r a n s m i t t e d t o a l l d a i l y Hebrew p a p e r s i n I s r a e l . 

The a c t i v i t i e s of t h e P r e s s and P u b l i c i t y Depar tment a l s o encompass t h e 
f u r n i s h i n g of pho tog raphs on I s r a e l and Z i o n i s t e v e n t s t o newspape r s , and b a c k -
ground m a t e r i a l t o c o l u m n i s t s and f e a t u r e w r i t e r s . S p e c i a l a r t i c l e s on t h e ZOA 
have a l s o been p l a c e d a t f r e q u e n t i n t e r v a l s i n t h e Y i d d i s h p a p e r s t h r o u g h our 
Y i d d i s h s e c t i o n . ZOA news i t e m s of major impor t a r e b e i n g r e l a y e d t o t h e g e n e r a l 
p r e s s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y by t h e w i r e s e r v i c e s : A s s o c i a t e d P r e s s , U n i t e d P r e s s 
and I n t e r n a t i o n a l News S e r v i c e . C lose c o n t a c t w i t h members of t h e e d i t o r i a l and 
r e p o r t o r i a l s t a f f s of many d a i l y and weekly p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d b y 
t h e d i r e c t o r of t h e d e p a r t m e n t . 

PROGRAM AMD EDUCATION 
I n i t s f o u r t h yea r t h e Program and E d u c a t i o n met u n u s u a l l y heavy demands f o r 

s e r v i c i n g . 

The t e n s e s i t u a t i o n i n I s r a e l and t h e h o l d i n g of t h e 2 4 t h World Z i o n i s t Con-
g r e s s b r o u g h t many c a l l s f o r m a t e r i a l s and i n d i v i d u a l i z e d a s s i s t a n c e i n programming 
and e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y . The b u l k of t h e r e q u e s t s d e a l t w i t h l i f e i n I s r a e l , 
p o l i t i c a l deve lopments , Z i o n i s t h i s t o r y and b i o g r a p h y , c u r r e n t i s s u e s and American 
Jewish a f f a i r s , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e more r o u t i n e t o p i c s r e l a t i n g t o D i s t r i c t p r o -
grams and t h e obse rvance of h o l i d a y s and a n n i v e r s a r i e s . 

The Department p r e p a r e d a comprehens ive s o u r c e - b o o k c o v e r i n g t h e h i s t o r y of 
p a s t Z i o n i s t Congresses and t h e i s s u e s b e f o r e t h e 2 H h C o n g r e s s . A month ly d i s -
c u s s i o n gu ide was i n s t i t u t e d t h i s s e a s o n . Rabbi S t e r n s t e i n ' s s e a r c h i n g t h e s i s on 
"American Z ion i sm: D i a g n o s i s and P r o g n o s i s " v a s p u b l i s h e d and w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d . 
S e v e r a l of t h e ZOA Pamphlet S e r i e s were r e p r i n t e d , and t h e f i r s t of a number of 
pending a d d i t i o n s t o t h e s e r i e s was r e c e n t l y i s s u e d . T h i s l a t e s t p a m p h l e t , "A Re-
c o r d of American Z ion i sm," has met w i t h g e n e r a l f a v o r a s b a s i c m a t e r i a l f o r new 
members, s t u d y g r o u p s , and s p e a k e r s . 

A number of e x h i b i t d i s p l a y s were p r e p a r e d f o r R e g i o n s , D i s t r i c t s , and 
n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s . 

The s e r v i c i n g ex tended b y t h e Department i n c l u d e d many r e q u e s t s f rom o u t s i d e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h m e e t i n g s , l e c t u r e s , d i s c u s s i o n s , 
and r e s e a r c h . 

Program and E d u c a t i o n has a s s i s t e d i n v a r i o u s p h a s e s of t h e work of o t h e r ZOA 
d e p a r t m e n t s . C o o p e r a t i o n has been m u t u a l l y c l o s e and c o r d i a l w i t h t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 
and c u l t u r a l programs of t h e Jewish Agency, Theodor H e r z l I n s t i t u t e , I s r a e l O f f i c e 
of I n f o r m a t i o n , American Z i o n i s t C o u n c i l , American Z i o n i s t Youth Commission, Hi s t a ־  ׳
d r u t h I v r i t h , Z i o n i s t A r c h i v e s , and o t h e r r e l a t e d a g e n c i e s . 



SPEAKER!/ AMD ARTISTS' BUREAU 
From t h e o n s e t of t h e s e a s o n , c a l l s f o r v o l u n t e e r s p e a k e r s as w e l l a s f o r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l l e c t u r e r s and a r t i s t s came i n e x t r e m e l y l a r g e volume and v a r i e t y , 
s e t t i n g a new h i g h mark f o r r e c e n t y e a r s . The demand r e a c h e d a peak i n t h e F a l l 
and a g a i n i n t h e Spr ing w i t h I s r a e l ' s A n n i v e r s a r y , t h e World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
and t h e Conven t ions of R e g i o n s . 

A s u b s t a n t i a l p r o p o r t i o n of t h e book ings were f o r o u t s i d e groups which h a -
b i t u a l l y c a l l upon t h e ZOA f o r such s e r v i c i n g . N e a r l y a l l of t h e s e r e q u e s t s , a s 
w e l l a s t h o s e from our own g r o u p s , were e x p e d i t i o u s l y and s u c c e s s f u l l y f u l f i l l e d . 

By f a r t h e l a r g e r number of engagements were f i l l e d by our c o r p s of v o l u n -
t e e r s p e a k e r s , many of whom gave of t h e i r t i m e t o a s a c r i f i c i a l d e g r e e . A d e b t 
of g r a t i t u d e i s owed them f o r s e r v i c e which i s v i t a l and i r r e p l a c e a b l e . Among 
such a c t i v i t i e s were a number of t o u r s by ZOA l e a d e r s , c o v e r i n g v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s 
of t h e c o u n t r y . 

The S p e a k e r s ' and A r t i s t s ' Bureau i s a l s o i n d e b t e d t o s t a f f members who r e -
sponded t o t h e need f o r s p e a k e r s and d i s c u s s a n t s o u t s i d e t h e i r d e p a r t m e n t a l scope 
and beyond t h e demands of d u t y . 

We have b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i n r e a c t i v a t i n g numerous o u t s t a n d i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
who s e v e r a l y e a r s b a c k were v e r y a c t i v e i n our r a n k s and have now a g r e e d t o s e r v e 
w i t h u s a g a i n . The p r o c e s s of e n l a r g i n g our c o r p s of v o l u n t e e r s p e a k e r s c o n t i n u e d 
unaba t ed d u r i n g t h e summer and i s s t i l l b e i n g v i g o r o u s l y p u r s u e d . 

The f i r s t l o g i c a l p o i n t of our summer a c t i v i t y has now b e e n consumated i n 
t h e i s s u a n c e of t h e Advance S e c t i o n of our S p e a k e r s ' C a t a l o g u e , which i s b e i n g 
ma i l ed ou t t h i s week. I t c o n t a i n s over 110 names. W i t h i n t h e space of a few 
weeks , we w i l l be p r e p a r e d t o i s s u e our f i r s t supplement and we a r e s t i l l p u r s u -
ing c o n t a c t s w i t h some 50 or 60 more Z i o n i s t and Jewi sh l e a d e r s of s u b s t a n c e and 
s t a t u r e . 

S i n c e t h e v o l u n t e e r c o r p s of s p e a k e r s i s t h e backbone of our O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
we s h a l l p u r s u e t h a t u n t i l we have a r e a s o n a b l e b a s i s upon which t o p l a n t h e y e a r ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e D i s t r i c t s and R e g i o n s . 

Immedia te ly a f t e r t h e C o n v e n t i o n , we s h a l l b e a b l e t o c o n c e n t r a t e a l i t t l e 
more f u l l y on t h e a r t i s t s and e n t e r t a i n e r s who w i l l b e a v a i l a b l e t o our D i s t r i c t s 
and R e g i o n s . 

ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT 
The Economic Department has been a c t i v e l y engaged i n t r a d e p r o m o t i o n . 

A good number of our D i s t r i c t s have b e e n s u p p l i e d w i t h I s r a e l p r o d u c t s f o r 
e x h i b i t i o n and s a l e and wherever such an e v e n t has t a k e n p l a c e , i t has met w i t h 
e n t h u s i a s t i c r e s p o n s e , no t o n l y i n t h e s a l e of merchand i se a t t h e a f f a i r , b u t i n 
t h e f o l l o w - u p , where members have approached r e t a i l e r s t o h a n d l e I s r a e l p r o d u c t s . 

R e g i o n a l a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n s a l s o f e a t u r e d e x h i b i t i o n s and s a l e of I s r a e l 
p r o d u c t s . 

I t i s p l a n n e d t o s e r v i c e a l l D i s t r i c t s and Regions w i t h s i m i l a r e x h i b i t i o n s 
and on a much w ide r b a s i s t h a n h e l d h i t h e r t o , on t h e t h e o r y t h a t our membership 
c a n a c t an a c o n c e r t e d f o r c e i n c r e a t i n g a consumer demand f o r I s r a e l p r o d u c t s . 



On t h e i nves tmen t f r o n t , many of our Reg ions and D i s t r i c t s have a p p l i e d 
themse lves t o t h e encouragement of p r i v a t e i n v e s t m e n t i n I s r a e l . 

?ODD FOR ISRAEL 
The ZOA has a l ong r e c o r d i n t h e f i e l d of a c t i v i t i e s of s e n d i n g f o o d f o r 

I s r a e l . From i t s i n c e p t i o n a s "Feed A Fami ly" p r o j e c t t h i s f i e l d r e p r e s e n t e d a 
ve ry i m p o r t a n t a c t i v i t y . 

The Food f o r I s r a e l Department h a s two main avenues of a p p r o a c h : 1) p u t t i n g 
b e f o r e t h e eyes of t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c t h e need f o r s u p p l y i n g I s r a e l w i t h e x t r a 
food 2) t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of a f l o w of f o o d s c r i p s and c e r t i f i c a t e s . Many, many 
thousands of s c r i p s have been s e n t d u r i n g t h e p a s t two y e a r s t o I s r a e l . Food dona-
t i o n s have been a l m o s t e v e n l y d i v i d e d be tween d o n a t i o n s t o f a m i l i e s and f r i e n d s of 
our members and d o n a t i o n s which were g i v e n t o t h e ZOA w i t h t h e e x p r e s s wish t o u s e 
them f o r needy f a m i l i e s , a r o s t e r of whose names i s i n our f i l e s . 

Not one of t h e s e d o n a t i o n s has been u sed f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p u r p o s e s . Eve ry 
d o l l a r and c e n t dona t ed has been u sed f o r b u y i n g s c r i p and f o o d p a c k a g e s . I n t h i s 
r e s p e c t we a r e c o o r d i n a t i n g our a c t i v i t i e s v e r y c l o s e l y w i t h t h e S o c i a l W e l f a r e 
Department of t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s O r g a n i z a t i o n i n I s r a e l and w i t h t h e W e l f a r e De-
pa r tmen t s of t h e Mayors ' o f f i c e s of J e r u s a l e m , T e l Av iv , H a i f a , Na thanya , e t c . 

Our a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s f i e l d have b e e n g r a t e f u l l y acknowledged b y t h e s e s o -
c i a l a g e n c i e s and t h e name of t h e ZOA and t h e names of t h e i n d i v i d u a l donors have 
been w i d e l y a c c l a i m e d t h r o u g h o u t I s r a e l . E x p r e s s i o n s of g r a t i t u d e and a p p r e c i a t i o n 
came p o u r i n g i n t o our o f f i c e s and t h e I s r a e l i p r e s s was f u l l of p r a i s e f o r t h e ZOA 
and t h e f i n e manner i n which i t e x e c u t e s t h i s n o b l e p r o j e c t . 

I S R A E L B O N D S 
I s r a e l Bond s a l e s exceeded t h o s e of 1954 b y 20$ . The t o t a l Bond s a l e s f o r 

1955 amounted t o $ 4 2 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 . The p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e ZOA has c o n s i d e r a b l y g a i n e d 
i n s t r e n g t h a s compared w i t h t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o hav ing a number of i ndependen t Bond f u n c t i o n s w i t h r e s u l t s of 
be tween $80 ,000 t o $350,000 e a c h , t h e ZOA s p e a r h e a d e d a g r e a t number of community 
Bond f u n c t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . The f o l l o w i n g D i s t r i c t s d e s e r v e men-
t i o n f o r s p e c i a l f u n c t i o n s i n t h e F a l l of 1955: Houston , T e x a s , Richmond, V a . , 
Brooklyn , New York. Mr. Max B r e s s l e r of Ch icago s i n g l e h a n d e d l y e n r o l l e d 52 T r u s t e e s 
($10,000 p u r c h a s e s ) i n 1955 of whom 24 were ZOA members. 

When l a t e i n 1955 D r . Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r assumed t h e Cha i rmansh ip of t h e 
Board of Governors of t h e Bond O r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e ZQA j o i n e d e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y i n 
making t h e 1956 d r i v e a g r e a t s u c c e s s . At t h e I n a u g u r a l Bond C o n f e r e n c e i n Miami 
Beach, F e b r u a r y 5 t h , 1956, t h e ZOA had a f u n d r a i s i n g B r e a k f a s t which y i e l d e d 
$50 ,000 i n s a l e s made on t h e s p o t and $300 ,000 i n s a l e s made b e f o r e t h e B r e a k f a s t 
by our l e a d e r s p r e s e n t , most of whom h e l d o f f i c e s on b e h a l f of t h e I s r a e l Bond Or-
g a n i z a t i o n . Our C o c k t a i l R e c p e t i o n f o r D r . Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r i n Miami Beach, on 
F e b r u a r y 4 t h , was a t t e n d e d b y some 200 of our f e l l o w Z i o n i s t s . 

Mr. Wi l l i am H. S y l k of P h i l a d e l p h i a i n Miami Beach , a c c e p t e d t h e N a t i o n a l 
Chai rmanship f o r I s r a e l Bonds on b e h a l f of t h e ZOA which l e d t o a f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e 
i n ZOA Bond a c t i v i t y i n 1956 a l l over t h e c o u n t r y . From F e b r u a r y t o March, t h e 
Z i o n i s t D i s t r i c t s were e s p e c i a l l y a c t i v e . 
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As a r e s u l t of an agreement be tween t h e I s r a e l Bond O r g a n i z a t i o n and t h e UJA 
which s t a r t e d i t s 1956 campaign i n March, Bond a c t i v i t y was t h e n s lowed down. How-
e v e r , t h e campaign was r e v i v e d a t t h e end of May when i n view of t h e s e r i o u s po~ 
l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , t h e I s r a e l Government s e n t s p e c i a l e m i s s a r i e s t o a t t e n d an 
emergency mee t ing of t h e Board of Governors of t h e I s r a e l Bond O r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h 
t h e v iew of o b t a i n i n g an immediate l o a n of 30 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t o b e cove red b y the 
s a l e of b o n d s . The month of June was , t h e r e f o r e , p r o c l a i m e d a s " S e c u r i t y Month" 
f o r I s r a e l Bonds, and t h e ZOA s t e p p e d up i t s bond a c t i v i t y a c c o r d i n g l y everywhere . 
The Z i o n i s t D i s t r i c t s i n Chicago — f o r a f u n c t i o n i n honor of D r . Abba H i l l e l 
S i l v e r ״ i n New York - f o r a Guard ian Dinner - - and t h e D i s t r i c t s i n Los Ange le s 
and San F r a n c i s c o s h o u l d b e ment ioned h e r e . 

O u t s t a n d i n g ZOA Bond work was done i n H a r r i s b u r g , P a . a t a d i n n e r w i t h 
Ambassador Abba Eban and Governor M. L e a d e r , i n Washington , D.C. a t t h e Ambassador's 
B a l l , i n P i t t s b u r g h , P a . a t a s p e c i a l ZOA Bond Dinner w i t h Governor L e a d e r , a s weH 
a s i n M i n n e a p o l i s , Minn. 

On June 2 6 t h t h e ZOA a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h e l d a m e e t i n g w i t h R e g i o n a l P r e s i d e n t s 
and R e g i o n a l Bond Chairmen of t h e New York M e t r o p o l i t a n Area t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
D i r e c t o r of t h e New York D i v i s i o n of t h e Bond O r g a n i z a t i o n . I t was d e c i d e d t o hold 
a c i t y - w i d e d i n n e r i n December 1956 i n honor of D r . Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r t o c e l e b r a t e 
h i s "50 Years Z i o n i s t A c t i v i t y " . T h i s d i n n e r w i l l b e p receded b y ZOA Bond f u n c -
t i o n s i n a l l f i v e b o r o u g h s . L i k e w i s e , a d i n n e r i n honor of D r . S i l v e r w i l l t a k e 
p l a c e i n Los Angeles i n October sponsored by t h e ZOA. 

ZOA l e a d e r s t o o k p a r t i n t h e High Hol iday a p p e a l s eve rywhere . 

We a r e engaged i n p r e p a r i n g our ZOA p a r t i c i p a t i o n — i n t h e Annual Bond Con-
f e r e n c e i n Washington , D.C. on September 22nd and 2 3 r d t o l aunch t h e Campaign of 
t h e coming y e a r . 

M E M B E R S H I P 
Our membership a s of August 3 1 s t had r e a c h e d 107 ,000 , of which a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

16,500 a r e new members. T h i s r e p r e s e n t s a s u b s t a n t i a l g a i n i n membership , and i t 
i s t h e f i r s t t ime s i n c e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l t h a t t h e ZOA has 
shown a n i n c r e a s e i n membership over t h e p r e c e d i n g y e a r . 

Dur ing t h e y e a r we engaged i n a number of i m p o r t a n t t e c h n i q u e s t h a t were p r o -
d u c t i v e . I n s e v e r a l Reg ions , mee t i ngs were h e l d t o vfcidh J ewi sh l e a d e r s f rom 
communit ies i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s were c a l l e d t o a c o n f i d e n t i a l b r i e f i n g on t h e 
I s r a e l s i t u a t i o n . They were e m i n e n t l y s u c c e s s f u l . F u l l synagogue membership f rom 
two communit ies , a l a r g e i n c r e a s e of membership i n e x i s t i n g D i s t r i c t s , and a g e n e r a l 
upsurge of membership was e x p e r i e n c e d . A l e t t e r t o d e l i n q u e n t members, go ing b a c k 
a s f a r a s 1950, over t h e s i g n a t u r e of Rabbi Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r p roduced w e l l over 
3 ,500 members. A s i m i l a r l e t t e r over t h e s i g n a t u r e of Rabbi I . Usher Kirshblum p r e -
duced over 2 ,000 members. At t h e end of J u l y , we s e n t ou t a l e t t e r t o a l l of t h o s e 
who had n o t renewed l a s t y e a r ' s membership and c l o s e d t h e membership c a r d f o r t h e 
year 1955-56, t o g e t h e r w i t h a l e t t e r f rom P r e s i d e n t , Mort imer May. C l o s e t o a t h o u -
sand r e j o i n e d . 

Rabbi I . Usher Kirshblum made a t o u r of t h e Southwest Region and i n s e v e r a l 
c i t i e s where he made an a p p e a r a n c e , membership went w e l l over l a s t y e a r ' s f i g u r e s . 

The h i g h n o t e i n t h e membership campaign was t h e c o n s i s t e n t g a i n s made b y t h e 
M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a ־ - - t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t t h i s a r e a has l e a d t h e c o u n t r y a s a u n i t 
i n membership. Every one of t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n Regions i n c r e a s e d membership f i g u r e s . 
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T h i s was accompl i shed t h r o u g h t h e u n t i r i n g i n s p i r i n g e f f o r t on t h e p a r t of Haro ld W. 
Carmely , M e t r o p o l i t a n Membership Chairman, The method u sed was a c o n s i s t e n t e f f o r t 
a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e yea r f o r new members. I t was t h r o u g h t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of 
new members t h a t t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a was a b l e t o show a s u b s t a n t i a l g a i n over 
l a s t y e a r . T h i s e f f o r t f o r new members was a c h i e v e d by r e g u l a r and f r e q u e n t b i lLing 
t o t h e o l d members which b r o u g h t e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s . 

The New York S t a t e Region i s t h e t o p Region i n t h e c o u n t r y showing a g a i n 
of 18$ over l a s t y e a r ' s e n r o l l m e n t . Fo l l owing i n o r d e r a r e Western P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
W e s t c h e s t e r , Long I s l a n d , and Brook lyn . 

The P i t t s b u r g h D i s t r i c t of t h e Western P e n n s y l v a n i a Z i o n i s t Region d i d t h e 
most o u t s t a n d i n g job of any D i s t r i c t i n t h e c o u n t r y , hav ing e n r o l l e d 586 new mem-
b e r s . T h i s was accompl i shed under t h e p r e s i d e n c y of Harry Menzer w i t h 
J . B . B e r n s t e i n a s Membership Chairman. 

R e t u r n s on our Rosh Hashanah b i l l i n g , which i n c i d e n t a l l y was t h e most com-
p r e h e n s i v e t h a t we have had i n y e a r s , a r e b e g i n n i n g t o come i n and from a l l i n d i -
c a t i o n s a r e showing a r i s e over t h e compara t ive p e r i o d of l a s t y e a r . D i s t r i c t s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y a r e o r g a n i z i n g membership campaigns and i f we can keep up 
t h e momentum, we s h a l l undoub ted ly go f o r w a r d d u r i n g t h e e n s u i n g y e a r . 

PERSONNEL & T E C H N I C A L 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

The T e c h n i c a l 85 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Department i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r keep ing a smooth 
r u n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r d a y - t o - d a y a c t i v i t i e s . 

I n c l u d e d among t h i s d e p a r t m e n t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a r e P e r s o n n e l , P u r c h a s i n g 
of a l l o f f i c e s u p p l i e s , p r i n t i n g and equ ipment , p h y s i c a l f u n c t i o n i n g of t h e o f f i c e 
and t e c h n i c a l a r r angemen t s f o r s p e c i a l e v e n t s . 

Our Membership Records S e c t i o n which c o n t r o l s t h e s t a t i s t i c s of t h e O r g a n i z a -
t i o n , i s c h a r g e d w i t h i s s u i n g membership and l i f e membership c a r d s , and c o n t r o l l i n g 
a mas t e r f i l e l i s t of a l l m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . 

Our S e r v i c e S e c t i o n which h a n d l e s a l l mimeographing and m a i l i n g s , i s k e p t b u s y 
c o n s t a n t l y . We have economized c o n s i d e r a b l y b y e l i m i n a t i n g many p r i n t i n g j obs of 
v a r i o u s r e p o r t s , b u l l e t i n s , e t c . , by p r o c e s s i n g them i n our mimeograph d e p a r t m e n t . 

The Addressograph S e c t i o n h a n d l e s over 400 ,000 p l a t e s , c o n t r o l s O f f i c e r s 86 
E x e c u t i v e f i l e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y and i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l l b i l l i n g s t h r o u g h -
ou t t h e y e a r . The a d d r e s s o g r a p h p l a t e s a r e k e p t by an i n t r i c a t e system of " t a b s " , 
which , when t h e a u t o m a t i c s e l e c t o r i s s e t , e l i m i n a t e s d u p l i c a t e m a i l i n g s . 
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YOUNG ADULT ZIONISTS 
A c t u a l l y work was n o t s t a r t e d u n t i l t h e end of F e b r u a r y . Our f i r s t n a t i o n a l 

even t was t h e e d u c a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e , which was h e l d i n A t l a n t i c C i t y t h e end of 
A p r i l . Th i s c o n f e r e n c e was h e l d d u r i n g t h e t ime t h a t t h e World Z i o n i s t Congress 
was i n s e s s i o n i n J e r u s a l e m . I t was devo ted e n t i r e l y t o t h e b a s i c q u e s t i o n -
"What I s Zionism Today?" The second n a t i o n a l e v e n t was a week-end i n s t i t u t e i n 
P h i l a d e l p h i a a t which was c r e a t e d t h e n a t i o n a l b o d i e s of t h e Young Z i o n i s t D i s -
t r i c t s . I n t h e l a s t n i n e months 14 new young Z i o n i s t g roups were formed t h r o u g h -
out t h e c o u n t r y and b e g i n n i n g s have been made i n o t h e r communi t i e s . The age l e v e l 
of t h e new groups i s 18-25 > and i n t h e s e groups we were f o r t u n a t e enough t o a t t r a c t 
g r a d u a t e s f rom Young Judea, t h e Habonim. Movement, and o t h e r s . 

I n t h e l a s t s i x months , t h e young Z i o n i s t s of t h e ZOA have become wel l -known 
and honored on t h e American young Z i o n i s t s c e n e . Our v o i c e has been h e a r d i n many 
c o n v e n t i o n s , such a s t h o s e of S . Z . O . , J r . Hadassah , Young J u d e a , Young M i z r a c h i 
and H i l l e l F o u n d a t i o n . No one i n t h i s c o u n t r y can v iew t h e young Z i o n i s t p i c t u r e 
w i t h o u t t h e young Z i o n i s t D i s t r i c t s and we a r e p roud of i t . 

We a l s o work c l o s e l y w i t h t h e Youth Depar tment of t h e Jewish Agency. We 
r e c e i v e d a p l a c e a t t h e J ewi sh L e a d e r s h i p Agency i n J e r u s a l e m and we s e n t a young 
Z i o n i s t on a ZOA s c h o l a r s h i p f o r a yea r t o I s r a e l . We a r e now p l a n n i n g w i t h t h e 
Jewish Agency f o r a ZOA Summer I n s t i t u t e i n I s r a e l f o r which we a r e hoping t o have 
35-50 young p e o p l e who w i l l spend t h e e i g h t weeks of t h e coming summer i n I s r a e l . 

The Young Z i o n i s t s have d e c i d e d t o u n d e r t a k e a main p r o j e c t i n I s r a e l - a 
Young Z i o n i s t L e a d e r s h i p T r a i n i n g C e n t e r i n K f a r S i l v e r - and a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e 
a r e b u s i l y engaged i n r a i s i n g money f o r t h i s a c t i v i t y . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e a r e a 
number of o t h e r p r o j e c t s which t h e y have i n s t i t u t e d f o r K f a r S i l v e r , such a s , 
f u r n i s h i n g our A g r i c u l t u r a l Schoo l i n I s r a e l w i t h b o o k s , mechan i ca l equipment and 
o t h e r n e c e s s a r y i t e m s . 

B e s i d e s our summer i n s t i t u t e , a p l a n i s a l s o b e i n g f o r m u l a t e d t o send a 
group of 15 p e o p l e t o I s r a e l f o r a y e a r p e r i o d . The t i m e w i l l b e used a s f o l l o w s : 
3 months t o s t u d y i n t h e Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y o r t h e Bar I l a n U n i v e r s i t y , 3 months 
f o r work on ZOA p r o j e c t s i n I s r a e l , (ZOA House and K f a r S i l v e r ) . The r e m a i n i n g 
6 months t h e y w i l l devo te t o t h e i r own p r o f e s s i o n . By t h i s means we w i l l i n t r o -
duce t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l t o t h e s e young Americans and a l s o s t a r t an Aliyah g r o u p . 

For t h e coming yea r t h r e e main s e m i n a r s a r e b e i n g p l a n n e d . The f i r s t one 
w i l l commence on October 11 th a t t h e H e r z l I n s t i t u t e and w i l l be a l e a d e r s h i p 
h i s t o r y s e m i n a r , c o n s i s t i n g of e i g h t weekly l e c t u r e s . I t w i l l g i v e t h e h i s t o r y 
of our peop le f o r t h e l a s t f i f t y y e a r s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i n Europe and i n 
I s r a e l . The second seminar i s s c h e d u l e d f o r t h e b e g i n n i n g of F e b r u a r y and i t s 
t o p i c w i l l be - "How t o B r i n g Zionism t o t h e American J e w i s h Community". T h i s 
seminar w i l l be made up of s even weekly l e c t u r e s . The t h i r d p l a n i s f o r March 
to J־ 1957 u l y 1957• Each month we w i l l have a Hebrew week-end . Our young p e o p l e 
w i l l go ou t of t h e c i t y f o r a whole week-end t o l e a r n t h e Hebrew l a n g u a g e . 

I n t h e e a r l y p a r t of May we w i l l h o l d our young Z i o n i s t Con fe r ence t o c e l e -
b r a t e I s r a e l ' s i ndependence . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n we w i l l r e v i e w l a s t y e a r ' s a c -
t i v i t i e s and p l a n our program f o r t h e y e a r 1957-58. 

Even though i t i s a b i t t o o e a r l y t o d i s c u s s i t , we a r e p r o j e c t i n g an Amer i -
can Young Z i o n i s t Congress a t t h e ZOA House i n T e l A v i v . T h i s w i l l be p r e p a r e d and 
l e d b y young Z i o n i s t s of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of Amer ica , and w i l l b e an i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l young Z i o n i s t even t t o c e l e b r a t e t h e t e n t h y e a r of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 
I dea s f o r t h i s even t a r e b e i n g worked on b o t h h e r e and i n I s r a e l , and when t h e p r o -
gram I s comple t ed , i t w i l l b e b r o u g h t t o your a t t e n t i o n . 
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We a l s o looked i n t o t h e work of Young Judaea a l l over t h e c o u n t r y . We a r e 
l ook ing t o i t a s t h e most i m p o r t a n t s o u r c e f o r membership f o r t h e Young Z i o n i s t 
D i s t r i c t s and t h e ZOA a t l a r g e , and i t i s our d e s i r e t o t r a i n t h e c h i l d r e n of 
Young Judaea go t h e y w i l l "be r e a d y t o t a k e over when t h e i r t i m e comes. 

J ewi sh communit ies a l l over t h e c o u n t r y a r e b e g g i n g f o r h e l p i n t h e Young 
Z i o n i s t f i e l d . ZOA i s t h e o n l y one c a p a b l e of e x t e n d i n g such h e l p . 

Another t h i n g , we p l anned f o r some t i m e a Young Z i o n i s t p u b l i c a t i o n and t h e 
f i r s t i s s u e of t h e Young Z i o n i s t B u l l e t i n was i s s u e d a month ago and from now on 
w i l l appea r e v e r y two months . We hope t o improve i t a s we go a l o n g , and we w i l l 
endeavor t o g i v e our young p e o p l e a p l a t f o r m t o d i s c u s s i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r s which 
a r e f a c i n g our Jewish communit ies i n t h i s c o u n t r y and t o s u p p l y i n f o r m a t i o n t o our 
groups t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . • 

We a r e a l s o i s s u i n g a Young Z i o n i s t News L e t t e r e v e r y t h r e e weeks same way 
a s t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n L e t t e r goes t o ZOA l e a d e r s . Th i s goes t o a l l o f f i c e r s of t h e 
Young Z i o n i s t D i s t r i c t s , d i r e c t i n g them i n t h e i r programming and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s , 
and t o keep them p o s t e d on m a t t e r s i n be tween t h e t i m e t h a t t h e B u l l e t i n a p p e a r s . 

S P E C I A L EVENTS 
Thi s depar tment was e s t a b l i s h e d a b o u t a y e a r a g o . A l though i t s work i s 

c l o s e l y i n t e r - r e l a t e d w i t h many ZOA a c t i v i t i e s of o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s , i t has i t s 
own independen t c h a r a c t e r and a p p r o a c h . The d e p a r t m e n t ' s a ims a r e : 1) t o s t i m u -
l a t e good w i l l f o r ZOA t h r o u g h u t i l i z i n g s p e c i a l Z i o n i s t e v e n t s 2) t o e s t a b l i s h 
ZOA a s an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n community l i f e t h r o u g h p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n l o c a l a c -
t i v i t y 3) t o s e c u r e c o o p e r a t i o n or a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h t h e ZOA of Jewish p r o -
I s r a e l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a s f r a t e r n a l o r d e r s , Landsmansha f t en , e t c . 

Dur ing t h e p e r i o d under r e v i e w , t h e depa r tmen t made v a l u a b l e c o n t a c t s w i t h 
a number of Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o j o i n f o r c e s w i t h t h e ZOA i n i t s p u b l i c r e l a -
t i o n s work o r t o c o o p e r a t e on ZOA p r o j e c t s i n I s r a e l . 

I t succeeded i n s e c u r i n g t h e c o o p e r a t i o n of B r i t h Abraham F r a t e r n a l Order 
which i s one of t h e o l d e s t Jewish o r d e r s i n t h e USA w i t h a membership of 20 ,000 
f a m i l i e s . The 69 th Annual Conven t ion of t h e Order h e l d l a s t June c a l l s f o r f u l l . 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e ZOA and u r g e s B r i t h Abraham b r a n c h e s and members t o s u p p o r t 
our o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t i s a l s o e x p e c t e d t h a t a p rominen t d e l e g a t i o n of B r i t h 
Abraham w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e a t t h i s C o n v e n t i o n . 

Dur ing t h e c u r r e n t y e a r t h e D i r e c t o r of S p e c i a l E v e n t s p a i d many v i s i t s t o 
a number of R e g i o n s . Some v i s i t s were of a " t r o u b l e s h o o t i n g " n a t u r e and t h e n 
were connec ted w i t h AZF campaigning and membership d r i v e . 

I n t h e coming yea r t h e Depar tment w i l l 1) g i v e i t s f u l l a s s i s t a n c e t o any 
Region or D i s t r i c t i n a r r a n g i n g s p e c i a l Z i o n i s t e v e n t s 2) endeavor t o e n l i s t 
t h e s u p p o r t f o r ZOA a number of J e w i s h f r a t e r n a l and s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h 
which c o n t a c t was a l r e a d y made. I t i s hoped t h a t many such o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n -
s t i t u t i o n s w i t h p r o - I s r a e l t e n d e n c i e s w i l l b e b r o u g h t c l o s e r t o us and t h u s c r e a t e 
a s t r o n g e r l i a i s o n w i t h ZOA and f o r what i t s t a n d s . 
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SHEKEL 
The f i r s t o p e r a t i o n s of t h e Sheke l Depar tmen t , were c o v e r e d i n t h e l a s t 

annua l r e p o r t . They i n c l u d e d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of Sheke l b o o k l e t s t o e v e r y ZOA 
member, t h e appo in tment of R e g i o n a l and D i s t r i c t Sheke l Chairmen and b r i e f i n g 
s e s s i o n s on t h e impor tance of t h e Sheke l h e l d a t a number of Area C o n f e r e n c e s 
c a l l e d b y t h e World Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s Depa r tmen t . 

The depa r tmen t u t i l i z e d t h e c u r r e n t Sheke l y e a r t o u s e t h e Campaign n o t only 
f o r t h e s a l e of Shka l im, b u t a l s o t o a c q u a i n t our D i s t r i c t s and t h e g e n e r a l J e w i s h 
p u b l i c w i t h t h e problems of t h e 24-th Z i o n i s t C o n g r e s s . 

A number of s u c c e s s f u l f u n c t i o n s on R e g i o n a l or D i s t r i c t l e v e l s were h e l d . 
Every o p p o r t u n i t y was used f o r p u b l i c s a l e . 

The depa r tmen t n o t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e e n c o u r a g i n g r e s p o n s e of t h o s e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s a t such mee t ings when m a t t e r s r e l a t e d t o World Z i o n i s t and G e n e r a l 
Z i o n i s t i s s u e s were d i s c u s s e d . 

D e s p i t e t h e v e r y h o t summer s ea son of 1955 t h e S h e k e l a c t i v i t i e s were c o n -
duc t ed i n f u l l swing . C lose c o n t a c t was m a i n t a i n e d w i t h t h e ZOA l e a d e r s h i p . 
R e s o r t s i n t h e New York S t a t e a r e a p a r t i c u l a r l y , were engaged i n s e l l i n g Shkal im 
t o t h e i r g u e s t s . On t h e eve of t h e High Hol idays t h e Rabb i s i n t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n 
a r e a were approached t o s t i m u l a t e t h e Sheke l Campaign. Many f r a t e r n a l and s o c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s adop ted r e s o l u t i o n s t o s e l l t h e ZOA S h e k e l i n c l u d i n g B r i t h Abraham, 
Un i t ed Roumanian Jews , e t c . 

A new v e n t u r e u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e Sheke l Depar tment was t h e s o - c a l l e d " S h e k e l 
D o l l a r Campaign". The e n t i r e membership was a sked t o s e l l a S h e k e l t o a f r i e n d 
or r e l a t i v e . The Sheke l Campaign i n compar i son w i t h S h e k e l Campaigns of o t h e r 
Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s count ry , was t h e most i n t e n s i v e . . The f i g u r e of Shkal im 
s o l d t o non-ZOA members was q u i t e e n c o u r a g i n g and t o p p e d b y many t h o u s a n d s t h e f i g -
u r e of Shkal im s o l d t o non-members i n t h e y e a r 1949-50 . 

The r e p l i c a of t h e Bar Kochba Sheke l or t h e t i e c l i p and c u f f l i n k s made from 
t h i s r e p l i c a , which were g iven a s awards t o good Sheke l w o r k e r s , had g r e a t p u b l i c 
r e l a t i o n s v a l u e . 

The Sheke l D r i v e , most v i g o r o u s i n t h e New York M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a , was a l s o 
encourag ing i n our Regions t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . I t was c o n n e c t e d w i t h an a d e -
qua te d i s t r i b u t i o n of Sheke l l i t e r a t u r e and propaganda m a t e r i a l . 
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H H n R SW CULTURE 
The Hebrew Language and C u l t u r e Depar tment which was i n a u g u r a t e d . just 

a y e a r ago i s proud t o r e p o r t t h a t i t s endeavors t o promote t h e Hebrew 
Language and Hebrew C u l t u r e among t h e members of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n of 
America have been marked by c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c c e s s . 

These were t h e h i g h l i g h t s of t h e Hebrew D e p a r t m e n t ' s a c t i v i t i e s and 
s e r v i c e s i n t h e f i r s t y e a r of i t s e x i s t e n c e : 1) A Hebrew Course on t h e A i r , 
p r e s e n t e d over t h e Hew York Radio S t a t i o n WLIB every Sunday a f t e r n o o n ; 
2) The i s s u a n c e of mimeographed Hebrew l e s s o n s ; and 3) Tape Record ings of 
our Hebrew l e s s o n s as they went on t h e a i r , A) A Monthly S e r i e s of L i t e r a r y 
Forums devoted t o t h e H i s t o r y of Hebrew L i t e r a t u r e . 5) A weekly Hebrew 
Course , w i t h a u d i o - v i s u a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r members of t h e ZOA S t a f f , 

The Hebrew Department completed i t s f i r s t Hebrew c o u r s e on t h e a i r . 
I t c o n s i s t e d of 21 l e s s o n s i n c o l o q u i a l Hebrew f o r b e g i n n e r s . I t was p r e -
gented over Radio S t a t i o n WLIB i n a 15 -minu te program every Sunday a f t e r n o o n . 
I t was h a i l e d by major Jewish and Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h i s a r e a a s a 
s u c c e s s f u l method of p romot ing t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n of t h e Hebrew l anguage among 
American Jews. 

I n supp lement ing t h e weekly b r o a d c a s t s , t h e Hebrew Depar tment i s s u e d , 
r e g u l a r l y , mimeographed c o p i e s of t h e Hebrew l e s s o n s a s t h e y went on t h e a i r . 
Mimeographed l e s s o n s have been s e n t t o f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s such a s t h e Dominican 
R e p u b l i c , J ama ica , and T r i n i d a d . 

Another i m p o r t a n t s e r v i c e t h a t h a s been made a v a i l a b l e by t h e Hebrew 
Department i s t h e t ape r e c o r d i n g s of our b r o a d c a s t s . The t a p e r e c o r d i n g s can 
be u t i l i z e d by ZOA D i s t r i c t s and Regions o u t s i d e t h e New York M e t r o p o l i t a n 
a r e a f o r b r o a d c a s t i n g a Hebrew program of t h e i r own over t h e i r l o c a l r a d i o 
s t a t i o n , a s w e l l a s f o r group i n s t r u c t i o n i n a c l a s s r o o m w i t h a r e c o r d e r . 
Arrangements have been made f o r t h e r e s u m p t i o n of t h e Hebrew Course on t h e 
Air a f t e r t h e Jewish Holy Days. 

I n i t s endeavors t o f a m i l i a r i z e l a r g e g roups of t h e ZOA membership w i t h 
Hebrew l i t e r a t u r e and Hebrew c u l t u r a l l i f e , t h e Hebrew Depar tment i n s t i t u t e d 
a monthly s e r i e s of L i t e r a r y Forums devo ted t o t h e H i s t o r y of Hebrew l i t e r a -
t u r e . These' Forums t h a t were conducted i n E n g l i s h r e v e a l e d a widespread i n -
t e r e s t on t h e p a r t of t h e ZOA r a n k and f i l e i n programs devo ted t o t o p i c s of 
Jewish H i s t o r y and Hebrew L i t e r a t u r e and C u l t u r e . The f i v e Forums he ld i n 
the p a s t s e a s o n , a t t r a c t e d a l a r g e a u d i e n c e . 

The r e p o r t would n o t be complete w i t h o u t m e n t i o n i n g t h e weekly Hebrew 
Course f o r members of the , ZOA S t a f f , which was o r g a n i z e d by t h e Hebrew De-
p a r t m e n t . The Course , w i t h a u d i o - v i s u a l f a c i l i t i e s , was c o n d u c t e d , t o t h e 
d e l i g h t of t h e s t u d e n t s , by Dr . David W e i n s t e i n , of t h e Hebrew Teachers . ' 
C o l l e g e , Bos ton , and t h e Gradua te School of E d u c a t i o n , Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , 
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 \ro u r j s h־
The s t e a d y development of t h e a c t i v i t i e s of t h e N a t i o n a l T o u r i s t Depar tment 

proved f u l l y t h e need f o r a s t r o n g p romot ion of t o u r i s m t o I s r a e l . S i n c e i t s i n -
c e p t i o n i n 1953, t h e T o u r i s t Depar tment e s t a b l i s h e d i t s e l f a s a permanent i n s t r u -
ment f o r p romot ion and development of t h e t o u r i s m f o r American Jews , t o I s r a e l . 
Our b a s i c approach of r e g a r d i n g t o u r i s m a s one of t h e m o s t - p o w e r f u l s o u r c e s of 
c u l t u r a l and economic s t r e n g t h f o r t h e young S t a t e of I s r a e l has been p roven t o 
be c o r r e c t . The s l o g a n of over t o u r i s t a c t i v i t i e s , "A Z i o n i s t who v i s i t e d 
I s r a e l i s a b e t t e r and more a c t i v e Z i o n i s t " was a c c e p t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e 
c o u n t r y a s t h e s t i m u l a t i n g f a c t o r i n t o u r i s t a c t i v i t i e s of Reg ions and D i s t r i c t s . 
Every Z i o n i s t or e v e r y Jew, f o r t h a t m a t t e r , who went t o I s r a e l comes b a c k 
s t r e n g t h e n e d i n h i s Z i o n i s t c o n v i c t i o n s . 

The T o u r i s t Depar tment was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n o r g a n i z i n g group and i n d i v i d u a l 
t o u r s f rom t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o I s r a e l , r e l a t i n g i t s a c t i v i t i e s w i t h t h e e n t h u s i -
asm c r e a t e d by t h e 2 4 t h World Z i o n i s t Congress i n J e r u s a l e m . Promot ion e f f o r t s 
a r e c o n s t a n t l y u n d e r t a k e n b y t h e N a t i o n a l T o u r i s t Depar tment t h r o u g h c i r c u l a r s , 
f o l d e r s , d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g expand ing t o u r i s t f a c i l i t i e s w i t h -
i n I s r a e l t o e n g r a i n i n t h e minds of our membership of t h e need f o r a p e r s o n a l 
v i s i t i n I s r a e l . The ZOA anchored i t s t o u r i s t program t o t h e endeavor s f o r 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e t i e s be tween t h e c r e a t i v e l i f e i n I s r a e l and t h e a c t i v i t i e s of 
our D i s t r i c t s and membership. 

A s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g number of t o u r i s t s who went t o I s r a e l d u r i n g t h e r e -
p o r t yea r under our a u s p i c e s a r e e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e ZOA i s f u l l y equ ipped t o handle , 
i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h e s t a b l i s h e d t r a v e l a g e n c i e s , a l l t o u r i s t n e e d s . The volume of 
t o u r i s t a c t i v i t i e s of t h e ZOA i n t h e r e p o r t y e a r i n c r e a s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y i n compar i -
son w i t h t h e p r e v i o u s one , d e s p i t e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e Middle E a s t . The Tourist 
Department i s p romot ing a c t i v e i n t e r e s t among t h e l e a d e r s h i p and membership of a l l 
Regions and D i s t r i c t s t o o r g a n i z e t o u r s i n t h e i r commun i t i e s . These t o u r s a r e o r -
gan i zed a round t h e n a t i o n a l and r e l i g i o u s J e w i s h h o l i d a y s i n t h e form of p i l g r i m -
a g e s . The T o u r i s t Depar tment p r o v i d e s t h e f a c i l i t i e s and a s s i s t a n c e , which a r e 
e s s e n t i a l t o a p l e a s a n t , i n f o r m a t i v e and f r u i t f u l t o u r of I s r a e l . 

Programming of our t o u r s i s done i n a manner t o show p a r t i c i p a n t s i n our 
groups t h e l i f e i n I s r a e l and i t s s t r u c t u r e f rom a l l p o i n t s of v i ew . I n t h i s 
r e s p e c t , we may p r i d e o u r s e l v e s t h a t l a r g e segments of t h e t o u r i s t i n d u s t r y a r e 
a d j u s t i n g t h e i r programs t o t h e p l a n s i n i t i a t e d b y u s . We a r e t r y i n g t o p e r s u a d e 
t h e t o u r i s t s who go on t h e i r v a c a t i o n a b r o a d t o spend a s much of t h e i r t ime i n 
I s r a e l a s p o s s i b l e and n o t t o r e g a r d t h e v i s i t i n I s r a e l o n l y a s a s i d e - t r i p 
d u r i n g t h e i r v a c a t i o n . 

The ZOA House i n T e l Aviv which i s a n a t u r a l a n c h o r of our t o u r i s t a c t i v i t i e s 
i n I s r a e l p l a y e d an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g p a r t i n t h e deve lopmen t , p romot ion and e x e c u -
t i o n of t o u r i s m t o I s r a e l . We c o o p e r a t e d v e r y c l o s e l y and i n a most f r i e n d l y and 
p r o d u c t i v e manner w i t h t h e t o u r i s t o f f i c e s of t h e Government of t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l 
and t h e two n a t i o n a l c a r r i e r s of I s r a e l : E l A1 A i r l i n e s and ZIM-Shoham S teamsh ip 
L i n e s . 

We u rge and expec t a l l D i s t r i c t s and members of t h e ZOA t o o r g a n i z e t h e i r 
t o u r s t h r o u g h our own ZOA f a c i l i t i e s . We a r e p l a n n i n g f o r t h e coming y e a r , s e v e r a l 
b i g u n d e r t a k i n g s which w i l l c o i n c i d e w i t h r e l i g i o u s h o l i d a y s and n a t i o n a l f e s t i v a l s 
i n I s r a e l . 

We wish t o e x p r e s s our s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n t o a l l i n d i v i d u a l s , o f f i c e r s and 
members of Regions and D i s t r i c t s who have h e l p e d s t r e n g t h e n t h e program and a c t i v i -
t i e s of ZOA Tourism e f f o r t s . 
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THE UNITED NATIONS 
The y e a r i n r e v i e w , t h e f i r s t i n which ZOA has been a c c r e d i t e d a s a Non-

Governmental O r g a n i z a t i o n t o t h e U .N . , was one of marked accompl ishment f o r u s 
a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l h e a d q u a r t e r s . Our N a t i o n a l U.N. A f f a i r s Committee was i n i t i a t e d 
under t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p of Moses S c h o n f e l d , a t our l a s t c o n v e n t i o n . 

We a c t u a l l y p r o v i d e a two-way c h a n n e l be tween t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s and our 
membership. 

Background i n f o r m a t i o n and r e v i e w of U.N. p r o j e c t s i s p r o v i d e d r e g u l a r l y 
t o t h e ZOA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e by U.N. o f f i c i a l s . We have b e e n r e p r e s e n t e d a t B r i e f -
ing C o n f e r e n c e s w i t h t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e Assembly , heads of S p e c i a l i z e d Agen-
c i e s , and members of t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . Among members of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M i s s i o n 
t o t h e U .N. , w i t h whom our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e has c o n f e r r e d a r e t h e Hon. Henry Cabot 
Lodge, Permanent head of t h e D e l e g a t i o n ; t h e Hon. Ha ro ld E . S t a s s e n , P r e s i d e n t i a l 
A s s i s t a n t on Disarmament; Ambassador James J . Wadsworth, Deputy U .S . R e p r e s e n t a -
t i v e ; S e n a t o r P a s t o r e , R . I . ; and U . S . Ambassadors f rom Lebanon and S w i t z e r l a n d . 
The ZOA v i e w - p o i n t has been e x p r e s s e d on World C a l e n d a r Reform, S l a v e r y , Human 
R i g h t s , t h e Arab R e f u g e e s , Disarmament , P e a c e f u l Use of Atomic Energy and T e c h n i -
c a l A s s i s t a n c e f o r undeve loped c o u n t r i e s . 

The f r i e n d l i e s t r e l a t i o n s have been m a i n t a i n e d w i t h members of t h e I s r a e l 
D e l e g a t i o n t o t h e U.N. Dur ing t h e G e n e r a l Assembly ZOA l e a d e r s a t t e n d e d a s p e c i a l 
luncheon c o n f e r e n c e , where t h e y o b t a i n e d f i r s t - h a n d i n f o r m a t i o n abou t i s s u e s a f -
f e c t i n g I s r a e l and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . D r . F r a n k P . Graham, U.N. Media to r f o r 
I n d i a and P a k i s t a n and Mr. Mordecai K i d r o n , Deputy Permanent R e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
I s r a e l a t t h e U.N. were t h e s p e a k e r s . 

The problems and c o n f l i c t s of t h e Middle E a s t , evoked a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n 
our p o s i t i o n b y o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Our a t t i t u d e ha s b e e n e x p l a i n e d w i t h r e -
s t r a i n t and c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Yet we n e v e r f a i l t o b r i n g home our m i s g i v i n g s - which 
we emphasized i n many f o r m s , i n r e s p e c t t o t h e danger t o w o r l d peace a r i s i n g f rom 
E g y p t i a n r e a־ rmament . 

Our U.N. a c t i v i t i e s a r e r e p o r t e d r e g u l a r l y t o t h e NAC s e s s i o n s , and our U.N. 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e has a d d r e s s e d m e e t i n g s i n many p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y . I n t h e m e t r o -
p o l i t a n a r e a , numerous mee t i ngs have been d e v o t e d t o t h e U.N. 

Z i o n i s t i n d i v i d u a l s and g r o u p s , f rom a l l p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y , make a v i s i t 
t o t h e U.N. h e a d q u a r t e r s on t h e E a s t R i v e r a h i g h l i g h t of t h e i r N.Y. v i s i t . We 
have made t i c k e t s a v a i l a b l e f o r our f e l l o w Z i o n i s t s t o a t t e n d m e e t i n g s , a r r a n g e d 
f o r t o u r s t h r o u g h t h e b u i l d i n g s , and o b t a i n e d documents and r e p o r t s f o r them on 
U.N. a c t i v i t i e s . 

ZOA,s r o l e , a s a Non-Governmental O r g a n i z a t i o n t o t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , o f f e r s 
g r e a t e r scope f o r our u n d e r s t a n d i n g of wor ld p r o b l e m s , and our h e l p i n g t o c o n t r i b -
u t e t owards t h e i r s o l u t i o n . 
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WORLD ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
Our p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e 2 4 t h Z i o n i s t Congress i n J e rusa l em occu -

p i e d most of t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e World Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s Depa r tmen t . 

ZOA was r e p r e s e n t e d a t t h e Congress b y t h e l a r g e s t c o n t i n g e n t i n 
i t s h i s t o r y . 

The ZOA was r e p r e s e n t e d by 31 d e l e g a t e s and a l l a l t e r n a t e s p a r -
t i c i p a t e d i n Congress p r o c e e d i n g s a s f u l l f l e d g e d d e l e g a t e s , t h r o u g h 
s u b s t i t u t i o n . 

29 members of t h e ZOA d e l e g a t i o n were e l e c t e d t o Congress commit-
t e e s . The d e l e g a t i o n e l e c t e d a S t e e r i n g Committee headed b y D r . Emanuel 
Neumann w i t h Leon I l u t o v i c h a s s e c r e t a r y of t h e Commit tee . 

I n a major e f f o r t t o p r e s e r v e u n i t y i n G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t r a n k s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d , t h e ZOA, i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s 
O r g a n i z a t i o n i n I s r a e l , was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e U n i t y Bloc 
w i t h i n t h e World C o n f e d e r a t i o n of G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s a t t h e C o n g r e s s . The 
Bloc i n c l u d e d , i n a d d i t i o n t o our own d e l e g a t i o n , G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t d e l e -
g a t e s f rom I s r a e l , Europe , South A f r i c a , A u s t r a l i a , New Zea l and and a lmos t 
a l l d e l e g a t e s from L a t i n - A m e r i c a . The s o l i d b l o c can b e a s c r i b e d t o our 
c o n t i n u o u s f r i e n d l y c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n South 
America and our a s s i s t a n c e g i v e n them i n o r g a n i z i n g t h e L a t i n - A m e r i c a n 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n of G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s With a c e n t r a l o f f i c e i n Buenos A i r e s , 
formed a t t h e i r f i r s t c o n t i n e n t a l c o n f e r e n c e i n S a n t i a g o , C h i l e i n September, 
1954. 

The U n i t y Bloc under our l e a d e r s h i p made u n r e m i t t i n g e f f o r t s aimed 
a t an u l t i m a t e u n i f i c a t i o n of t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t and P r o g r e s s i v e p a r t i e s 
i n I s r a e l , a s a p r e - r e q u i s i t e f o r G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t u n i t y i n t h e D i a s p o r a . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e P r o g r e s s i v e s r e f u s e d . Under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i t became 
n e c e s s a r y t o r e o r g a n i z e t h e World C o n f e d e r a t i o n . Any o t h e r f o r m u l a would 
have i n e v i t a b l y b r o u g h t a b o u t a f i n a l s p l i t and t h e f o r m a t i o n of two w o r l d 
c o n f e d e r a t i o n s . 

Accord ing t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s overwhelmingly a d o p t e d b y t h e Con-
f e d e r a t i o n ' s c o n f e r e n c e i n J e r u s a l e m , on May 7 , t h e C o n f e d e r a t i o n ' s powers 
a r e r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e f o l l o w i n g two f u n c t i o n s : a ) t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r d e l e -
g a t e s of i t s component o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t Z i o n i s t Congre s se s and A c t i o n s Com-
m i t t e e m e e t i n g s , and b ) t o o b t a i n and a l l o c a t e t h e f u n d s of t h e KMK (Con-
s t r u c t i v e E n t e r p r i s e s Fund of t h e C o n f e d e r a t i o n ) . 
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The new agreement of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n p r o v i d e s t h a t " e a c h Z i o n i s t 
p a r t y or o r g a n i z a t i o n a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e C o n f e d e r a t i o n may b e l i n k e d w i t h 
l i k e - m i n d e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n any form i t d e c i d e s . " And a l s o s t i p u l a t e s 
t h a t " a l l Z i o n i s t p a r t i e s o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s b e l o n g i n g s t o t h e C o n f e d e r a -
t i o n s h a l l b e f r e e t o c a r r y on t h e i r own a c t i v i t i e s and e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s 
i n w r i t i n g or o r a l l y , i n t h e i r own name, i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s or e l s e w h e r e . " 

The C o n f e d e r a t i o n a c c e p t e d t h e long s t a n d i n g demand of t h e ZOA 
f o r an a n n u a l a l l o c a t i o n f o r ZOA p r o j e c t s and a c t i v i t i e s i n I s r a e l , which 
w i l l b e deduc ted e f f e c t i v e J a n u a r y 1 , 195 7 > f rom f u n d s o b t a i n e d by t h e KMC 
i n t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s . The b a l a n c e of KMK f u n d s w i l l b e e q u a l l y d i v i d e d b e -
tween t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t and P r o g r e s s i v e p a r t i e s i n I s r a e l . 

The C o n f e d e r a t i o n e l e c t e d an A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Committee of 12 mem-
b e r s . The 6 members of t h e U n i t y Bloc on t h e commit tee a r e D r . Emanuel 
Neumann and Jacques Torczyner (U.S.A.), Dr.Abraham Stupp and Joseph S e r l i n 
( I s r a e l ) , Leon D u l t z i n (La t i n -Amer i ca ) and Jacques Or fu s ( F r a n c e ) . 

Dr . Emanuel Neumann was r e - e l e c t e d member of t h e American S e c t i o n 
of t h e Jewish Agency E x e c u t i v e and w i l l a l t e r n a t e a s cha i rman of t h e Execu-
t i v e i n New York w i t h t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Hadassah . 

The f o l l o w i n g ZOA members were e l e c t e d members of t h e Z i o n i s t 
A c t i o n s Committee: Mort imer May, Abraham Goodman, D r . H a r r i s J . L e v i n e , 
Rabbi I r v i n g M i l l e r , J acques T o r c z y n e r , Abraham A. Rede lhe im. Depu ty -
members of t h e A c t i o n s Committee a r e : Max B r e s s l e r , Wi l l i am K. Dorfman, 
Rabbi I . Usher Ki r shb lum, D r . Max Nussbaum, D r . Morton J . Robbins and 
D r . Joseph Tenenbaum. As v i r i l i s t s were e l e c t e d D r . Samuel Margoshes and 
D r . I . S c h w a r z b a r t . J a c q u e s Torczyner was e l e c t e d member of t h e A c t i o n s 
Committee P re s id ium and h e , t o g e t h e r w i t h D r . H a r r i s J . L e v i n e , a r e members 
of t h e s m a l l A c t i o n s Commit tee . 

Dur ing Congress p r e p a r a t i o n s , t h e World Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s Depar tment 
s u p e r v i s e d t h e ZOA Sheke l Campaign. 

The day t o day a c t i v i t i e s of t h e World Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s Depar tment 
t h r o u g h t h e yea r cove red i t s u s u a l v a r i e d a r e a s of a c t i v i t i e s , w i t h G e n e r a l 
Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n over 40 c o u n t r i e s , w i t h t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s Or -
g a n i z a t i o n i n I s r a e l , w i t h t h e World C o n f e d e r a t i o n of G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s and 
World Z i o n i s t a f f a i r s a c t i v i t i e s i n our own ZOA c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ; i t h a n d l e d 
t h e exchange of m a t e r i a l and i n f o r m a t i o n and r e s p o n d e d t o numerous r e q u e s t s 
f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Z i o n i s t p o l i c i e s i n America and i n t h e wor ld movement. 
I t p r o v i d e d i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e gu idance of our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on t h e Execu-
t i v e of t h e World C o n f e d e r a t i o n and i n t h e A c t i o n s Commit tee . 

The Depar tment a s s i s t e d i n s c h e d u l i n g v i s i t s of G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t 
l e a d e r s i n a number of c o u n t r i e s and was h o s t t o many Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s f rom 
a b r o a d i n New York. Among them were J o s e p h S a p h i r , S . Z . Abramov, 
D r . Reuven K a t z n e l s o n and o t h e r s . The Depar tment d i s t r i b u t e s E n g l i s h , Hebrew 
and Yidd i sh m a t e r i a l r e c e i v e d from Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s 
and from t h e World Z i o n i s t E x e c u t i v e i n J e r u s a l e m . 
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The Z i o n i s t I n f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e (ZINS) Weekly News B u l l e t i n i s about t o com-
p l e t e I t s 8 t h yea r of p u b l i c a t i o n . I t i s i s s u e d r e g u l a r l y i n E n g l i s h , Y i d d i s h and 
Span i sh and i t s i n f l u e n c e h e l p e d t o promote good w i l l f o r our o r g a n i z a t i o n tbrcragh-
out t h e w o r l d . ZINS has s e r v e d 60 Jewish and Z i o n i s t p u b l i c a t i o n s i n 30 c o u n t r i e s 
and i t i s b e i n g ma i l ed t o 45 n a t i o n a l Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a b r o a d and t o t h e i r kgך 
l e a d e r s . I t s f a v o r a b l e r e c e p t i o n i s b e s t p roved b y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e b u l l e t i n i s 
r ep roduced a l r e a d y b y t h r e e Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a b r o a d , namely , i n B r a z i l , Mexico 
and P e r u . 

A l l Regions a p p o i n t e d t h e i r R e g i o n a l World Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s cha i rmen and some 
200 D i s t r i c t s d e s i g n a t e d t h e i r cha i rmen who s i m u l t a n e o u s l y s e r v e d a s S h e k e l c h a i r -
men a t t h e t ime of t h e campaign. 

Mr. J acques Torczyner s e r v e d a s cha i rman of t h e N a t i o n a l Committee on World 
Z i o n i s t A f f a i r s , an o f f i c e he so a b l y h e l d d u r i n g t h e p a s t f o u r y e a r s . 

t O A ACTIVITIES I N ISRAEL 
The Depar tment f o r ZOA A c t i v i t i e s a d m i n i s t e r s t h e ZOA D a n i e l F r i s c h House i n 

T e l Aviv and of t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l T r a i n i n g I n s t i t u t e K f a r S i l v e r . 

These a r e t h e on ly p r o j e c t s i n I s r a e l , a c c o r d i n g t o N a t i o n a l Conven t ion r e s o -
l u t i o n s , r e c o g n i z e d and approved b y t h e ZOA. 

Expans ion of our work i n I s r a e l has made i t n e c e s s a r y f o r Leon I l u t o v i c h j 
ZOA a s s i s t a n t e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , who i s i n c h a r g e of t h i s d e p a r t m e n t , t o spend 
two months i n I s r a e l a y e a r ago t o c a r r y t h r o u g h a f u n d a m e n t a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
t h e ZOA House and t o comple te p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e open ing of K f a r S i l v e r . 

The ZOA House s t a r t e d o p e r a t i o n s t h r e e y e a r s a g o . K f a r S i l v e r i s o n l y one 
yea r o l d . But a l r e a d y a f t e r t h i s r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t t i m e our two p r o j e c t s have l e f t 
t h e i r i m p r i n t upon t h e c u l t u r a l l i f e of I s r a e l and t h e y immeasurably r a i s e d t h e 
s t a n d i n g and p r e s t i g e of t h e ZOA i n t h e eyes of t h e I s r a e l i p u b l i c on one hand and 
of t h e movement i n America on t h e o t h e r . 

O f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e c o n s t r u c t i v e s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d by t h e ZOA House 
i n T e l Aviv and Kfa r S i l v e r was e x p r e s s e d i n t h e a l l o c a t i o n s recommended f o r our 
two p r o j e c t s by t h e S t a t e Depar tment ou t of t h e U . S . a p p r o p r i a t i o n made f o r t h e 
s u p p o r t of c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n I s r a e l y e t t o b e a p p r o v e d b y C o n g r e s s . The 
a l l o c a t i o n s were announced a s a r e s u l t of a m i s s i o n t o I s r a e l i n b e h a l f of t h e 
S t a t e Depar tment by Mr. B e r n a r d K a t z e n . 

K F A R S I L V E R 

A comprehensive s u r v e y of t h e A g r i c u l t u r a l T r a i n i n g I n s t i t u t e K f a r S i l v e r 
can b e found i n t h e e n c l o s e d new pamphle t "Young P l a n t s i n t h e Negev" p u b l i s h e d 
by t h i s depar tment two weeks a g o . P l e a s e n o t e t h e b l u e l o o s e s h e e t e n c l o s e d w i t h 
t h e pamph le t , which l i s t s a l l e x p e n d i t u r e s r e q u i r e d f o r t h e c o m p l e t i o n of c o n s t r u c -
t i o n and f u r n i s h i n g of Kfa r S i l v e r so t h a t i t may r e a c h i t s u l t i m a t e g o a l of 320 
s t u d e n t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e d e t a i l s g i v e n i n t h e K f a r S i l v e r p a m p h l e t , l e t u s add t h e 
f o l l o w i n g . K f a r S i l v e r was opened t o t h e f i r s t g roup of 75 s t u d e n t s e a r l y i n 
O c t o b e r , 1955• I t s o f f i c i a l d e d i c a t i o n t o o k p l a c e w i t h D r . S i l v e r ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
l a s t March 2 9 . The ZOA d e l e g a t i o n t o t h e 2 4 t h Z i o n i s t Congress was g u e s t of K f a r 
S i l v e r i n A p r i l when t h e c o r n e r s t o n e was l a i d f o r t h e D r . Emanuel Neumann C u l t u r a l 
House t o b e c o n s t r u c t e d ou t of a c o n t r i b u t i o n b y Mr. J a c k V e r d i . Ano the r major 
c o n t r i b u t i o n towards t h e development of Kfa r S i l v e r was p l e d g e d b y Mr. Maxwell 
A b b e l l of C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s , f o r t h e b u i l d i n g of a synagogue . 
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Although s t i l l i n i t i ס n i t i a l s t a g e s , Kfa r S i l v e r i s an a m b i t i o u s ׳ u n d e r t a k i n g 
and a p i o n e e r i n g e f f o r t . The f u t u r e development of Kfa r S i l v e r may p e r h a p s b e b e s t 
i l l u s t r a t e d by t h e f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s : 

Year No. S t u d e n t s S t a f f 

1955-56 75 25 

1956-57 115 30 

1957-58 240 30 

1958-59 320 38 

Kfa r S i l v e r i s under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n of a Cura to r ium (Board of D i r e c t o r s ) 
a p p o i n t e d by t h e ZOA i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e G e n e r a l Z i o n i s t s O r g a n i z a t i o n i n I s r a e l . 
The cha i rman of t h e Board i s Mr. Chaim D a n i e l i of T e l A v i v . The p r e s e n t headmas te r 
of t h e s c h o o l i s Mr. A r i e h K o t z e r . 

ZOA DANIEL F R I S C K H O U S E 
The p r e c e d i n g y e a r w i t n e s s e d t h e most s p e c t a c u l a r development i n t h e a c t i v i -

t i e s of t h e r e o r g a n i z e d ZOA House i n T e l Av iv under t h e a b l e d i r e c t i o n g i v e n t o t h e 
House by Mr. E l i a s M. E p s t e i n , i t s d i r e c t o r . 

More t h a n 400 ,000 a t t e n d a n c e s were r e c o r d e d i n d i v e r s i f i e d e v e n t s h e l d a t 
t h e ZOA House l a s t yea r t h a t s e t a r e c o r d i n programming f o r t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

ZOA House a c t i v i t i e s a t t r a c t e d 4 , 0 0 0 t o u r i s t s , most of them Amer i cans , a s 
w e l l a s I s r a e l i s of a l l walks of l i f e . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h e a t t e n d a n c e 
a t ZOA House programs of American s t u d e n t s and y o u t h f rom o t h e r l a n d s a s w e l l a s 
U.S. s e rv icemen from w a r s h i p s on good w i l l v i s i t s , f o r whom s p e c i a l r e c e p t i o n s 
were a r r a n g e d . 

61 c o n c e r t s of c l a s s i c a l and chamber music and r e c i t a l s of I s r a e l i and v i s i t -
i ng American a r t i s t s were h e l d a t t h e House, which f e a t u r e d t h e I s r a e l P h i l h a r m o n i c 
O r c h e s t r a and c o n d u c t o r s from a b r o a d . I n a l l , 71 ,000 p e r s o n s a t t e n d e d t h e " l i v e " 
c o n c e r t s i n t h e s p a c i o u s ZOA House Garden , d e d i c a t e d i n honor of D r . Emanuel Neumann. 
15,000 p a r t i c i p a n t s a t t e n d e d 32 l e c t u r e s w i t h a wide r a n g e of s u b j e c t s of b o t h 
I s r a e l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . The s e r i e s of l e c t u r e s on American h i s t o r y , a s 
w e l l a s a n o t h e r s e r i e s on "America i n t h e Eyes of an I s r a e l i , " d e s e r v e s s p e c i a l men-
t i o n . D i s t i n g u i s h e d Americans who spoke a t t h e ZOA House d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r were 
Ambassador Edward B. Laws on; D r . L i n c o l n H a l e , head of US0M; D r . Thomas McGrai l and 
many o t h e r s . Regu la r S a t u r d a y even ing p l a y s drew an e s t i m a t e d 2 1 1 , 0 0 0 p e r s o n s . 
S p e c i a l American and I s r a e l i h o l i d a y s a t t r a c t e d t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of more t h a n 
26 ,000 p e o p l e . Only r e c e n t l y 1 ,000 a t t e n d e d t h e F o u r t h of J u l y c e l e b r a t i o n and a 
s i m i l a r number t h e American Labor Day c e l e b r a t i o n , f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d b y t h e ZOA House 
i n I s r a e l a s t y p i c a l of our p o l i c y f o r o b s e r v i n g U.S . n a t i o n a l h o l i d a y s t o a c q u a i n t 
t h e I s r a e l community w i t h them. 

L a s t yea r t h e House i n t r o d u c e d s p e c i a l symposiums d e a l i n g w i t h l i f e and events 
i n t h e American Jewish community and t h e D i a s p o r a . P a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i n g l a r g e 
a u d i e n c e s were forums f e a t u r i n g U . S . Reform, Orthodox and C o n s e r v a t i v e r a b b i s . These 
even t s were supplemented by a wide r a n g e of e x h i b i t s of works of American and 
I s r a e l i a r t i s t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e now famous i n I s r a e l e x h i b i t of 300 American contem-
p o r a r y p r i n t s ; t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e Atomic Energy L i b r a r y b y t h e U . S . t o t h e 
I s r a e l government ; b r i e f i n g s e s s i o n s f o r American s p e c i a l i s t s on a s s i g n m e n t s i n 
I s r a e l ; opening of t h e S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Club conduc ted i n E n g l i s h f o r t h e d i s -
c u s s i o n of c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l and economic a f f a i r s ; t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of s e v e r a l youth 
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groups ־ Hebrew and E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g ; f i l m c l u b s ; showing of American d o c w m t a -
r i e s ; Oneg Shabbat f o r t o u r i s t s ; t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of t y p i c a l American f o l k dances 
i n I s r a e l , mee t ings of v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e t h e A m e r i c a n - I s r a e l F r i e n d s h i p 
League; c o n v e n t i o n s ; i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n g r e s s e s l i k e t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n C i t r u s Con-
g r e s s ; Hebrew u l p a n f o r immigrants frara E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s and E n g l i s h 
c l a s s e s f o r I s r a e l i s . T h i s and many o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s t o o numerous t o l i s t i n t h i s 
s h o r t r e p o r t keep t h e ZOA House busy from e a r l y morning t i l l l a t e a t n i g h t . 

The ZOA House T o u r i s t S e r v i c e , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e I s r a e l Government 
T o u r i s t C o r p o r a t i o n , i s p l a n n i n g s p e c i a l r e c e p t i o n s and e v e n t s f o r f o r e i g n v i s i -
t o r s . High h o l i d a y s e r v i c e s a t t r a c t t o u r i s t s p r a c t i c a l l y f rom a l l over t h e wor ld . 
The newly i n t r o d u c e d home h o s p i t a l i t y p l a n t h a t e n a b l e s f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s t o meet 
t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n I s r a e l i homes: t e a c h e r s meet t e a c h e r s ; l awyers g e t a c q u a i n t e d 
w i t h l a w y e r s , e t c . 

A v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n t o t h e ZOA House was t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Abraham 
G o l d s t e i n L i b r a r y , c o n t r i b u t e d b y t h e ZOA C o n n e c t i c u t R e g i o n . The l i b r a r y i s 
t e m p o r a r i l y l o c a t e d i n a s m a l l room on t h e ground f l o o r of t h e House and w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y occupy a whole wing i n a b e a u t i f u l h a l l on t h e second f l o o r . 

Dur ing t h e l a s t Z i o n i s t Congress i n A p r i l , i n t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e ZOA Con-
g r e s s d e l e g a t i o n , New York Jewry H a l l was o f f i c i a l l y d e d i c a t e d and a p l a q u e wa3 
u n v e i l e d i n d i c a t i n g t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n towards t h i s h a l l of t h e f i v e ZOA Regions in 
M e t r o p o l i t a n New York, At t h e same t i m e a l a r g e b e a u t i f u l w a l l - s i z e Honor R o l l 
was u n v e i l e d , l i s t i n g ZOA R e g i o n s , D i s t r i c t s and i n d i v i d u a l s who c o n t r i b u t e d t o -
wards t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e House. 

A c t i v i t i e s a t t h e ZOA House a r e s u p e r v i s e d by a Management Committee appo in ted 
by t h e House cha i rman i n New York, The V o l u n t e e r Management Committee i s a3 f o l l o w s : 
Jo seph S e r l i n , c h a i r m a n ; C h a r l e s Passman, c o - c h a i r m a n ; D r , F . L . Mezger , 
Mr. S h a b b e t a i Miron , D r . Shau l L e v i n e , D r . Jo seph S i n g e r , Mr. A r i e h Weinberg and 
Mr. I t z h a k Ziv-Av. 

PROMOTION OF ZOA PROJECTS ON THE AMERICAN SCENE 

The Depar tment f o r ZOA A c t i v i t i e s i n I s r a e l made c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s i n p r o -
v i d i n g our Regions and D i s t r i c t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y w i t h new and up t o d a t e 
p romot ion m a t e r i a l and l i t e r a t u r e t o e n a b l e our membership t o a c q u a i n t t h e American 
Jewish community w i t h our a c t i v i t i e s i n I s r a e l . 

We p u b l i s h e d an a t t r a c t i v e t w o - c o l o r pamphle t "America i n I s r a e l " ; t h e ZOA 
House Head l ines i s a month ly e d i t i o n l i s t i n g c u r r e n t e v e n t s and a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e 
House; a monthly l i s t of U .S . V i s i t o r s t o t h e ZOA House i s i s s u e d r e g u l a r l y and 
s e n t t o a l l ZOA R e g i o n s ; t h e depa r tmen t p r e p a r e d l a r g e s e l e c t i o n s of up t o d a t e 
ZOA House and K f a r S i l v e r p h o t o s and made a v a i l a b l e t o our D i s t r i c t s and Regions 
a w e a l t h of background m a t e r i a l f o r a r t i c l e s , news i t e m s and s t o r i e s on b o t h p r o -
j e c t s ; a system of p r e s s r e l e a s e s on v i s i t i n g Amer icans s e n t d i r e c t l y f rom t h e ZOA 
House t o t h e i r home town newspapers was i n s t i t u t e d . 

The depar tmen t has p r e p a r e d t h e f i r s t ZOA c o l o r f i l m on our two p r o j e c t s t o 
b e shown f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e a t t h i s C o n v e n t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , a ZOA House c o l o r 
f i l m - s t r i p c o n s i s t i n g of abou t 40 s l i d e s w i l l b e r e a d y s h o r t l y . 

The ZOA D a n i e l F r i s c h House and K f a r S i l v e r a r e b o t h b e n e f i c i a r i e s of t h e 
American Z i o n i s t Fund (AZF), which e n a b l e s u s t o c a r r y on t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s and 
i n v e s t i n c o n s t r u c t i o n and e x p a n s i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y of K f a r S i l v e r . 

Mr. Abraham Goodman i s t h e American cha i rman of t h e ZOA House i n T e l A v i v . 
D r . H a r r i s J . Lev ine and Mr. Moses T o r c z y n e r a r e cha i rman and r i c e - c h a i r m a n r e -

s p e c t i v e l y f o r ZOA A c t i v i t i e s i n I s r a e l conce rned w i t h a l l aspects of our Kfar SSJtfer  ׳
p r o j e c t . - 21 -



AMERICAN ZIONIST YOUTH COMMISSION 
Thi s has been a yea r of s i g n i f i c a n t p r o g r e s s i n our Z i o n i s t Youth Program. 

The number of young p e o p l e a c t i v e l y a f f i l i a t e d v i t h Young Judaea more t h a n 
doub les t h a t of a l l t h e o t h e r Z i o n i s t youth movements combined. T h i s i s a h e a r t -
warming i n d i c a t i o n of t h e c a l i b r e and r e c e p t i v i t y of t h e program. I n c r e a s i n g 
thousands of young peop l e a r e b e i n g in fo rmed and imbued w i t h Z i o n i s t knowledge, 
s p i r i t , and a c t i v a t e d d e d i c a t i o n . 

Noteworthy h i g h l i g h t s a l o n g t h e r o a d of " b u i l d i n g our Z i o n i s t f u t u r e " d u r i n g 
t h e y e a r , a r e as f o l l o w s : 

1 ) Y e a r - i n - I s r a e l Course 
I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s t a b i l i z e d S u m m e r - i n ־ I s r a e l programs f o r s e n i o r s 
and l e a d e r s , a new h o r i z o n was opened b y t h e Commission - an e n t i r e 
yea r of work, s t u d y , l i v i n g i n I s r a e l , The p i l o t g roup , 16 h i g h 
s c h o o l g r a d u a t e s , embark October 5 th on t h i s supe rb Z i o n i s t a d v e n t u r e . 

2 ) Camp Herz l 
Recogn iz ing t h e u r g e n t n e c e s s i t y of d e v e l o p i n g young Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s , 
a camp l e a d e r s h i p program was e s t a b l i s h e d t h i s summer w i t h t h e wonder-
f u l c o - o p e r a t i o n of Camp H e r z l , i n W i s c o n s i n . Some 40 young l e a d e r s 
and p r o s p e c t i v e l e a d e r s from t h e Mid-west and West l i v e d and l e a r n e d 
Z i o n i s t - c e n t e r e d Juda i sm, and t h e t e c h n i q u e s of l e a d e r s h i p . T o g e t h e r 
w i t h T e l l Yehudah, t h e N a t i o n a l Young Judaea camp i n t h e e a s t , t h e 
S u m m e r - i n - I s r a e l c o u r s e s , l o c a l commission camps, we now have a 
t h r i v i n g summer Z i o n i s t program b o t h a c r o s s t h e l a n d and i n I s r a e l . 

3) Eugei H a l u t z i 
No Z i o n i s t e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t i s wor thy of t h e t e rm , unless t h e r e i s a 
s o l i d c o r e of I s r a e l o r i e n t a t e d s t u d y and a c t i v i t y . Dur ing t h i s year , 
hundreds of our young p e o p l e , i n communit ies f rom Texas t o New England , 
have been o r g a n i z e d i n t o Hugei H a l u t z i , where t h e y d e l v e d e e p l y i n t o 
e v e r y a s p e c t of I s r a e l , and p r e p a r e t o c o n s i d e r i n t e l l i g e n t l y t h e q u e s -
t i o n of t h e i r p e r s o n a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e J e w i s h S t a t e . Dur ing t h e 
summer, a s p e c i a l Machaneh Avodah ( t e n t camp) was conduc ted on t h e s i t e 
of Tel -Yehudah, where t h e s e d e d i c a t e d young p e o p l e worked and s t u d i e d . 
So p r e s s i n g was t h e demand t h a t an e x t r a s e s s i o n was added . 

4) N a t i o n a l I s r a e l i Dance Award 
Zionism b e i n g a way of l i f e , w e l l rounded w i t h r e c r e a t i o n a l and s o c i a l 
a s p e c t s , a s w e l l a s c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t , mee t i ngs and p r o j e c t s , our young 
peop l e a r e e n t h u s i a s t i c exponen ts of t h e I s r a e l i a r t s . I n t h e a n n u a l 
American Z i o n i s t Youth C o u n c i l Dance F e s t i v a l , Young Judaea was awarded 
F i r s t P r i z e i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h a l l o t h e r you th movements. 

These h i g h l i g h t s , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r e g u l a r program of p u b l i c a t i o n s , i n s t i -
t u t e s , I s r a e l p r o j e c t s , l e a d e r s h i p t r a i n i n g a c t i v i t y , a r e made p o s s i b l e by t h e 
b r o a d - v i s i o n e d s p o n s o r s h i p of t h e ZOA, i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h Hadassah . While i t i s 
i n some r e s p e c t s a long r a n g e i n v e s t m e n t - a s i s t r u e of a l l you th e d u c a t i o n - t h e 
ZOA r e c o g n i z e s t h a t i f we a r e t o have an i n t e l l i g e n t l y i n f o r m e d , a c t i v e l y i d e n t i -
f i e d Z i o n i s t movement tomorrow, we must b u i l d i t t o d a y , i n t h e minds and h e a r t s of 
our c h i l d r e n . For t h e f a i t h and r e s o u r c e s made a v a i l a b l e now, we s h a l l r e a p a r i ch 
h a r v e s t f o r our y o u t h , t h e Z i o n i s t movement and our p e o p l e . 
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Bnai Zion concluded i t s 47 th a n n u a l Convent ion l a s t June , a t which r e p o r t s 

were r e c e i v e d of r e c o r d accomplishments i n e v e r y f i e l d of a c t i v i t y , i n c l u d i n g 
b o t h t h e I s r a e l i and American s c e n e . 

The c o n t i n u e d fo rward march was made p o s s i b l e by t h e harmony which p r e -
v a i l e d i n our A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , under t h e devo ted l e a d e r s h i p of our N a s s i , J u s t i c e 
Ar thur Markewich, and h i s s u c c e s s o r , N a t h a n i e l S . R o t h e n b e r g . By t h e i r own 
s p l e n d i d example of t r u e democra t i c l e a d e r s h i p , t h e y have spa rked t h e membership 
i n t o g r e a t e r accomplishments i n t h e s e r v i c e of our common c a u s e . 

The Bnai Z ion d e l e g a t i o n t o t h e World Z i o n i s t C o n g r e s s , headed by our p a s t 
Nass i and P r e s i d e n t of t h e Jewish N a t i o n a l Fund of Amer ica , D r . H a r r i s J . L e v i n e , 
was g r e a t l y i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e f o r m u l a t i o n of t h e program t h a t was a d o p t e d , 
e s p e c i a l l y a s i t r e l a t e s t o t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e Jewish N a t i o n a l Fund a s a 
most b e l o v e d i n s t i t u t i o n of t h e Jewish p e o p l e . 

We have d e d i c a t e d t h e new Community Cen t e r i n t h e Kfar Bnai Z i o n , a m e d i c a l 
c l i n i c i n Hadera and a Community C e n t e r i n Ta lmei Z v i . I n a d d i t i o n t h e r e t o , a r -
rangements were made f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a Ceramics I n s t i t u t e i n E in Hod, t h e 
a r t i s t s c o l o n y , i n memory of M i n e t t e F i s h e r . These a r e b u t a few of t h e p r o j e c t s 
t h a t we f i n a l i z e d t h rough t h e e f f o r t s of our Bnai Z ion F o u n d a t i o n , under t h e a b l e 
Chai rmanship of Benjamin E . Gordon. 

The Women's D i v i s i o n of Bnai Z i o n , under t h e e x c e l l e n t l e a d e r s h i p of i t s 
Chairman, Dorothy S. Lev ine , c o n t i n u e d t o be one of t h e most v i t a l f a c t o r s i n 
our f u n d r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Membership and I n s u r a n c e p r o g r e s s i n Bnai Zion c o n t i n u e s t o show a n e t 
i n c r e a s e and t h e r e p o r t a t t h e Convent ion showed a membership of 6 ,200 w i t h a n 
i n s u r a n c e i n f o r c e of $ 4 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 . Dur ing t h e yea r f i v e new C h a p t e r s were o r g a n -
i z e d , b r i n g i n g t h e t o t a l t o 82 groups t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

The o u t s t a n d i n g even t of t h e p a s t yea r was our a n n u a l Order Day D i n n e r , which 
which was t e n d e r e d i n honor of t h e A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l of t h e S t a t e of New York, 
Hon. Jacob K. J a v i t s . The p roceeds of t h i s d i n n e r were a l l o c a t e d t o t h e J ewi sh 
N a t i o n a l Fund f o r t h e p l a n t i n g of a f o r e s t b e a r i n g h i s name. 

The newly e l e c t e d o f f i c e r s a t t h e Convent ion we re : 

Nass i - G r a n d m a s t e r 
Sgan-Dep. Grand Master 
Sgan-Dep. Grand Master 
Sgan-Dep. Grand Master 
S g a n - D e p . Grand Master 
Mazkir - Grand S e c r e t a r y 
Gizbor -Grand T r e a s u r e r 
A s s o c . Grand T r e a s u r e r 
Ch ie f Med ica l Examiner 
Counse l 
A u d i t o r 
T r u s t e e 
T r u s t e e 
T r u s t e e 
T r u s t e e 
Chairman, Women's D i v i s i o n 

N a t h a n i e l S . Rothenberg 
Benjamin E. Gordon 
Norman G. Lev ine 
D r . S idney Marks 
Hon. Abraham J . Mul t e r 
Herman Z . Qui t tman 
D r . Jacob I . S t e i n b e r g 
Rudolph Ede l son 
Dr . H a r r i s J . Levine 
Hyman J . F l i e g e 1 
Samuel M. S t u c k g o l d 
Louis K. B l e e c k e r 
Hon. A r t h u r Markewich 
Hon. Harry A. P ine 
A. A. Redelheim 
Dorothy S . Levine 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
The American Z i o n i s t C o u n c i l , working t h r o u g h 400 l o c a l C o u n c i l s , conduc t ed 

an e x t e n s i v e e d u c a t i o n a l and p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s program d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r , . The 
C o u n c i l , w i t h Rabbi I r v i n g M i l l e r a s Chairman and Rabbi Jerome Unger a s E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r , o p e r a t e s f i v e r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s i n New E n g l a n d , t h e Sou th , Midwest and 
West. 

The C o u n c i l c o o p e r a t e d w i t h Town H a l l i n b r i n g i n g a m i s s i o n of e i g h t p r o m i -
nen t I s r a e l i s f o r a s u c c e s s f u l t o u r of 40 key American c i t i e s . In a d d i t i o n , 50 
AZC-sponsored s p e a k e r s made seme 1 ,500 a p p e a r a n c e s b e f o r e non- Jewish c i v i c , u n i 
v e r s i t y and o t h e r groups i n 200 communi t i e s . 

I n an e x t e n s i v e E i g h t h A n n i v e r s a r y program AZC p u b l i c i z e d I s r a e l ' s a c h i e v e -
ments t h r o u g h a g a l a ou tdoor f e s t i v a l i n C e n t r a l P a r k , New York C i t y , mass c e l e -
b r a t i o n s i n many communi t ies , hundreds of r a d i o and TV programs , l o c a l newspaper 
s t o r i e s and p i c t u r e s p r e a d s and t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e b l u e and w h i t e c o r n f l o w e r 
on t h e s t r e e t s of New York, B o s t o n , Los A n g e l e s , Miami and C h i c a g o . 

Through t h e p u b l i c a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n of numerous p a m p h l e t s , f a c t s h e e t s 
and s p e c i a l cha i rmen memoranda t h e C o u n c i l has c a r r i e d i t s message t o c i v i c l e a d e r ^ 
churchmen, newspaper e d i t o r s , r a d i o and TV commenta to rs , and o t h e r molders of public 
o p i n i o n . 

The AZC's Youth Depar tment s p o n s o r s an a c t i v e S t u d e n t Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
w i t h c h a p t e r s on more t h a n t h i r t y campuses . T h i s summer, a t i t s Camp H a t z o f e h , 
t h e Youth Department conduc ted an Ulpan , d e s i g n e d t o e q u i p c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s and 
h igh s c h o o l g r a d u a t e s w i t h a workab le knowledge of Hebrew. I t a l s o c o o p e r a t e d 
w i t h t h e New York Board of E d u c a t i o n i n s end ing an i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l g roup of 
s i x h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s f o r a s t u d y t o u r of I s r a e l . 

Con t inued s u p p o r t has b e e n g i v e n t h e American C h r i s t i a n P a l e s t i n e Commit tee , 
which t h r o u g h p u b l i c a t i o n s , s p e a k e r s and l o c a l g r o u p s , r e n d e r s i n v a l u a b l e s e r v i c e 
among t h e C h r i s t i a n communi t i e s . 

Other AZC p r o j e c t s i n c l u d e a mass r a l l y i n Madison Square Garden c a l l i n g f o r 
d e f e n s i v e arms f o r I s r a e l , a s e r i e s of r a d i o programs h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
be tween t h e B i b l e and I s r a e l t o d a y , a memoria l mee t ing f o r Theodor H e r z l and Chaim 
Nachman B i a l i k , and s e v e r a l r e g i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e s . 

UNITED ISRAEL A P P E A L 
In t h e yea r s i n c e t h e l a s t ZOA c o n v e n t i o n , two p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s o c c u r r e d 

which had a d e c i s i v e e f f e c t upon t h e r e s c u e and r e s e t t l e m e n t program of t h e UIA 
and i t s c o n s t i t u t e n t a g e n c i e s i n I s r a e l : E g y p t ' s l a r g e - s c a l e p u r c h a s e of Commu-
n i s t arms and t h e ban on o r g a n i z e d J ewi sh e m i g r a t i o n of Jews from Morocco. 

P r i o r t o t h e E g y p t i a n arms d e a l , t h e Government of I s r a e l t h r o u g h a s e r i e s 
of l o n g - t e r m l o a n s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n some p h a s e s of t h e UIA a g e n c i e s ' r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
work. Under t h e p r e s s u r e of growing m i l i t a r y e x p e n d i t u r e s , t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n had 
t o b e d r a s t i c a l l y r e d u c e d and t h e immigrant h o u s i n g scheme which i n 1954 had been 
t h e s o l e f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e I s r a e l T r e a s u r y must a g a i n b e s u b s i d i z e d 
out of p h i l a n t h r o p i c f u n d s . 

While t h e I s r a e l Government was f o r c e d t o r e d u c e i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
r e s c u e and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work of t h e UIA a g e n c i e s , p o l i t i c a l developments i n 
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Morocco b r o u g h t a s t e e p r i s e i n t h e immigra t i on r a t e and a l l s t a g e s of t h e r e -
s e t t l e m e n t program had t o b e a c c e l e r a t e d . Caught be tween d i m i n i s h i n g income and 
an unexpec t ed need f o r i n c r e a s e d s e r v i c e s , t h e UIA. a g e n c i e s a p p e a l e d t o American 
Jewry and i n November 1955 t h e U n i t e d J e w i s h Appeal l aunched i t s campaign f o r a 
$25 ,000 ,000 S p e c i a l S u r v i v a l Fund t o speed up t h e tempo of e m i g r a t i o n from North 
A f r i c a . With t h e h e l p of t h i s S p e c i a l Fund, a b o u t 4 5 , 0 0 0 Moroccan immigrants a r -
r i v e d i n I s r a e l d u r i n g t h e l a s t y e a r , w h i l e an a d d i t i o n a l 70 ,000 who had a l r e a d y 
r e g i s t e r e d w i t h t h e Jewish Agency f s i m m i g r a t i o n o f f i c e s i n Morocco by June 11, 
1956 were caugh t by t h e e m i g r a t i o n d e a d l i n e . I f , a s i t i s hoped , c u r r e n t n e g o t i a -
t i o n s w i l l l e a d t o a r e l a x a t i o n of t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s now i n e f f e c t , t h e UIA a g e n c i e s 
i n I s r a e l must be p r e p a r e d t o r e c e i v e a maximum of immigran t s i n a minimum of t ime 
r e g a r d l e s s of e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

A most encourag ing a s p e c t of t h e i m m i g r a t i o n p i c t u r e d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r , 
was t h e i n c r e a s i n g number of newcomers from b e h i n d t h e I r o n C u r t a i n . I t i s y e t 
t o o e a r l y t o p r e d i c t t h e e x t e n t t o which t h i s t r e n d w i l l c o n t i n u e t o d e v e l o p , b u t 
we know from p a s t e x p e r i e n c e t h a t we must b e p r e p a r e d i n advance w i t h a d e q u a t e r e -
s o u r c e s t o t a k e f u l l advan tage of any t e m p o r a r y s i t u a t i o n which p e r m i t s our f e l l o w 
Jews t o e m i g r a t e . J u s t a s t h e s u c c e s s of t h e S p e c i a l Fund e n a b l e d us t o move t e n s 
of t housands of Moroccan Jews w h i l e t h e r e was s t i l l t i m e , we must b e r e a d y t o e x -
p l o i t s i m i l a r o p p o r t u n i t i e s whenever and wherever t h e y a r i s e , a l t h o u g h I t may n o t 
be p r u d e n t t o p ropagand i ze c e r t a i n pend ing deve lopments i n t h i s a r e a a t t h i s p a r -
t i c u l a r t i m e . 

The p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s of t h e p a s t yea r h i g h l i g h t t h e o b s t a c l e s which c o n f r o n t 
t h e UIA a g e n c i e s i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o a c h i e v e a speedy and p r o d u c t i v e i n t e g r a t i o n 
of t h e newcomers. On t h e one hand , immig ra t i on s c h e d u l e s a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y u n -
p r e d i c t a b l e changes i n t h e m i g r a t i o n p o l i c i e s of f o r e i g n gove rnmen t s . On t h e o t h e r 
hand , t h e economic development of I s r a e l and h e r c a p a c i t y t o a b s o r b new a r r i v a l s on 
t h e l a b o r market o f t e n depends on t h e e x t e n t t o which p u b l i c f u n d s c a n be u s e d f o r 
c o n s t r u c t i v e r a t h e r t h a n m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s , a b a l a n c i n g of p r i o r i t i e s i n which t h a 
a m b i t i o n s of C o l . Nasser and o t h e r Arab l e a d e r s must b e t a k e n i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t 
a l l t i m e s . 

I n view of t h e s e f a c t o r s which make l o n g - r a n g e p l a n n i n g e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t , 
t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e ' s h i p - t o - s e t t l e m e n t 1 program d u r i n g t h e p a s t yea r ha s b e e n 
a ma jo r a c h i e v e m e n t . Th i s program i s b a s e d on t h e c o o r d i n a t i o n of a l l r e c e p t i o n 
and r e s e t t l e m e n t a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n of immigran t s a b o a r d s h i p , 
t h e a l l o c a t i o n of p l a c e s of s e t t l e m e n t p r i o r t o a r r i v a l , t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of homes, 
food and househo ld goods and of employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t h e newcomers. By t h e 
middle of 1956, l e s s t h a n 50 ,000 immigran t s or 6 p e r c e n t of a l l t h o s e who had a r -
r i v e d s i n c e May 1948, were l e f t i n t h e p r i m i t i v e t r a n s i t accommodations of t h e 
maabaro th . 

The a b s o r p t i o n of t h e newcomers d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r was g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d 
b y two i m p o r t a n t e v e n t s i n t h e f i e l d of a g r i c u l t u r a l deve lopment : t h e open ing of t h e 
Yarkon-Negev p i p e l i n e and t h e c o m p l e t i o n of t h e f i r s t s t a g e of ' O p e r a t i o n L a h i s h ׳ . 

The Yarkon-Negev l i n e , I s r a e l ' s most a m b i t i o u s i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t t o d a t e , 
was b u i l t a t a c o s t of $42 ,000 ,000 of which more t h a n 60 p e r c e n t was p r o v i d e d b y 
t h e UIA a g e n c i e s on b e h a l f of t h e l i n e s ma jo r cu s tomer s - t h e new v i l l a g e s i n t h e 
Nor the rn Negev. C u r r e n t l y , a b o u t o n e - t h i r d of t h e UIA a g e n c i e s ' budge t f o r a g r i -
c u l t u r a l s e t t l e m e n t i s s p e n t on a v a r i e t y of l o c a l and r e g i o n a l i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 

The second ma jo r u n d e r t a k i n g t h i s y e a r was t h e open ing of t h e d e s e r t e d , s emi -
a r i d L a h i s h d i s t r i c t i n t h e N o r t h e r n Negev t o a new form of ' r e g i o n a l s e t t l e m e n t ' . 
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Planned t o e l i m i n a t e "bo t t l enecks e n c o u n t e r e d i n p r e v i o u s development 
schemes, O p e r a t i o n Lah i sh i s ba sed on an i n t e g r a t e d p a t t e r n of a g r i c u l -
t u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y , d e s i g n e d t o s t a b i l i z e employment o p p o r t u -
n i t i e s and p r o v i d e a g r e a t e r measure of s o c i a l , e d u c a t i o n a l and c u l t u r a l 
s e r v i c e s f o r t h e newcomers. Twenty-seven v i l l a g e s w i t h 4 , 0 0 0 p e t ־ t l e r s 
a s w e l l a s t h e b e g i n n i n g s of a s e m i - u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r have a l r e a d y 
been s e t up i n t h e a r e a . 

Wi th in t h e UIA a g e n c i e s program of a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t l e m e n t , s p e c i a l 
a t t e n t i o n i s b e i n g g i v e n t o t h e needs of I s r a e l ' s more t h a n 300 exposed 
b o r d e r v i l l a g e s , of which over 200 a r e p o s t - s t a t e h o o d s e t t l e m e n t s . S e a r c h -
l i g h t s , r o a d s , f e n c e s , t e l e p h o n e s , s h e l t e r s and o t h e r p a s s i v e s e c u r i t y 
measures a r e b e i n g p r o v i d e d t o a s many i s o l a t e d p o i n t s a s can be s e r v i c e d 
w i t h a v a i l a b l e f u n d s . L a s t y e a r , t h e UIA a g e n c i e s s p e n t c l o s e t o 
$10 ,000 ,000 on t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s and a s i m i l a r sum w i l l have t o be p r o -
v i d e d i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 

These few h i g h l i g h t s of t h e UIA a g e n c i e s ' a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g t h e p a s t 
12 months i n d i c a t e t h e scope of t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and problems which 
have t o b e f a c e d . Yet t h e y cover o n l y p a r t of t h e a g e n c i e s ' program and 
accoun t f o r o n l y abou t h a l f of t h e i r $ 1 2 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 b u d g e t . The c o n s o l i d a -
t i o n of more t h a n 400 s e t t l e m e n t s - a b o u t 60 p e r c e n t of I s r a e l ' s a g r i c u l -
t u r a l p o p u l a t i o n i s s t i l l dependent on t h e UIA a g e n c i e s i n one form or 
o t h e r - t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of t h e h a n d i c a p p e d , t h e t r a i n i n g of t h o u s a n d s 
of !מזמז i g r a n t y o u t h , t h e s e a r e l o n g - r a n g e p r o j e c t s which r e q u i r e y e a r s of 
p a t i e n t s u s t a i n e d e f f o r t and f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . A h a l f - a c r e of v e g e t a b l e s 
added t o a s m a l l - h o l d e r ' s f a r m , a few y a r d s of i r r i g a t i o n p i p e , a s e t of 
t o o l s f o r a hand icapped a r t i s a n , a p a i r of shoes f o r an immigrant c h i l d , 
t h e s e a r e d e t a i l s t o o numerous t o l i s t . Yet i t i s t h r o u g h such d e t a i l s 
t h a t human l i v e s a r e s a l v a g e d and r e b u i l t and a new f u t u r e i s f a s h i o n e d 
and s a f e g u a r d e d . 

The a c t i v i t i e s of t h e UIA i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a r e d e s i g n e d t o i n t e r -
p r e t t h e h i g h l i g h t s a s w e l l a s t h e d a i l y d e t a i l s of t h e r e s c u e , r e h a b i l i t a -
t i o n and r e s e t t l e m e n t program i n I s r a e l and t o a c h i e v e t h e b r o a d e s t p o s s i b l e 
m o b i l i z a t i o n f o r t h e n a t i o n w i d e UJA campaign t h r o u g h which t h e y a r e f i n a n c e d . 
The UIA a c t s no t o n l y a s a s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n and g e n e r a l campaign a i d , 
b u t a l s o a s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Keren Hayesod and t h e J e w i s h Agency - t h e 
UIA's c o n s t i t u e n t b o d i e s i n I s r a e l - and of a l l Z i o n i s t p a r t i e s w i t h i n t h e 
UJA. Dur ing t h e p a s t y e a r , UIA o p e r a t i o n s were c o n c e n t r a t e d on a c h i e v i n g 
maximum s u p p o r t f o r t h e UJA's $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 S p e c i a l S u r v i v a l Fund . 

To implement i t s campaign of i n f o r m a t i o n , e d u c a t i o n and m o b i l i z a t i o n 
f o r UJA, t h e UIA i n t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s c o n d u c t s a v a r i e g a t e d program i n -
e l u d i n g t h e i n t e n s i v e u se of community s e r v i c e s , p u b l i c i t y and p r o m o t i o n a l 
m a t e r i a l , f i l m s , and g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

The UIA's f i l m and community s e r v i c e d e p a r t m e n t o f f e r s t h e l a r g e s t 
f i l m f i l e i n t h e Z i o n i s t f u n d - r a i s i n g f i e l d . The d e p a r t m e n t a r r a n g e s a p -
p r o x i m a t e l y 1 ,000 book ings a month f o r w e l f a r e f u n d s , s c h o o l s , o r g a n i s a t i o n s , 
synagogues and o t h e r g r o u p s . I t s o p e r a t i o n s cove r some 2 , 5 0 0 c i t i e s i n 48 
s t a t e s and i n A l a s k a , Hawai i , Japan and o t h e r f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . 
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The p u b l i c i t y depa r tmen t s e r v i c e s t h e g e n e r a l Y i d d i s h 
Anglo-Jewish p r e s s w i t h news and f e a t u r e s on t h e a c t i v i t i e s of t h e 
Jewish Agency and t h e Keren Hayesod i n I s r a e l . I t s p h o t o g r a p h i c 
f i l e i s u s e d e x t e n s i v e l y b y w e l f a r e f u n d s and o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . The UIA's mon th ly magazine ' f o t o f a c t s י has 
a c i r c u l a t i o n of over 6 5 , 0 0 0 . 

Supp lement ing t h e work of t h e p u b l i c i t y d e p a r t m e n t , t h e r e -
s e a r c h d e p a r t m e n t s e r v e s a s i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t e r f o r f a c t s and f i g u r e s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e J ewi sh A g e n c y ' s r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and i m m i g r a t i o n program 
and i s w i d e l y u sed b y s p e a k e r s , newspapermen and s t u d e n t s . 

As N a t i o n a l Chairman of t h e U n i t e d I s r a e l A p p e a l , I w i sh t o 
e x p r e s s my p r o f o u n d a p p r e c i a t i o n t o ZOA P r e s i d e n t , Mort imer May, 
ZOA S e c r e t a r y , D r . S i d n e y Marks , and t o t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a f f and 
members of t h e ZOA f o r s u p p o r t i n g t h e programs of t h e U n i t e d I s r a e l 
Appea l a g e n c i e s , and t h u s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e u p b u i l d i n g and p r e s e r -
v a t i o n of t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d J e w i s h A p p e a l . 

The p a s t y e a r , w i t h t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e Z i o n i s t w o r l d f o c u s e d 
on t h e 24 th World Z i o n i s t Congress and i t s r e a p p r a i s a l of a l l Z i o n i s t 
work i n t h e l a s t f i v e y e a r s , was h i g h l i g h t e d b y a g r e a t Congress d e b a t e 
on t h e program and a c h i e v e m e n t s of t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund , c u l m i n a t i n g 
i n a r e s o l u t i o n e x p r e s s i n g h i g h p r a i s e f o r t h e r o l e t h e JNF has p l a y e d 
i n t h e u p b u i l d i n g of t h e J e w i s h Homeland and e n d o r s i n g t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n 
of t h e p r e s e n t autonomy of t h e Keren Kayemeth. " I n t h e p e r i o d f rom 
Congress t o C o n g r e s s " , r e a d s t h e r e s o l u t i o n u n a n i m o u s l y a d o p t e d b y t h e 
2 4 t h World Z i o n i s t C o n g r e s s i n J e r u s a l e m , " t h e Keren Kayemeth L e i s r a e l 
made g r e a t s t r i d e s i n d e v e l o p i n g t h e s o i l and r edeeming t h e w a s t e s , r e -
c l a i m i n g , a f f o r e s t i n g and d r a i n i n g e x t e n d e d a r e a s — i n c l u d i n g t h e g i -
g a n t i c Huleh Development Scheme - f ־ o r t h e a b s o r p t i o n of t h o u s a n d s of 
new immigran ts i n p r o d u c t i v e a g r i c u l t u r a l w o r k , b e n e f i t i n g t h e n a t i o n and 
t h e S t a t e a s a w h o l e . " The s t a n d of t h e C o n g r e s s was f u r t h e r e x p r e s s e d 
i n a p a s s a g e of t h e r e s o l u t i o n s a y i n g : "The Congres s c a l l s upon t h e Zion-
i s t Movement and a l l c e n t r a l and l o c a l b o d i e s t o e x t e n d t o t h e Keren 
Kayemeth L e i s r a e l t h e f u l l e s t a s s i s t a n c e i n i t s r a i s i n g of f u n d s , t o a i d 
i t i n t h e f u l f i l l m e n t of i t s v i t a l t a s k s of imp lemen t ing t h e p r i n c i p l e of 
n a t i o n a l l a n d o w n e r s h i p , deve lopment of t h e s o i l and Z i o n i s t e d u c a t i o n of 

I n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund has added one more 
page t o i t s growing book of a c h i e v e m e n t s I n t h e f i e l d of f u n d - r a i s i n g for 
t h e r e d e m p t i o n and r e c l a m a t i o n of t h e J e w i s h s o i l i n I s r a e l , t h e Z i o n i s t 
e d u c a t i o n of t h e J ewi sh m a s s e s , and t h e t r a i n i n g of our J ewi sh you th i n 
t h e f u l f i l l m e n t of I t s d u t i e s t o t h e J e w i s h Homeland. The p a s t y e a r w i t -
n e s s e d a deepen ing of t h e Z i o n i s t c o n s c i o u s n e s s of t h e m a s s e s , a s s i d u o u s l y 
c u l t i v a t e d b y t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund d u r i n g more t h a n f i f t y y e a r s of i t s 

Dewey D. S tone 
N a t i o n a l Chairman 

young and o l d . " 
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e x i s t e n c e . T h i s c o n s c i o u s n e s s r e g i s t e r e d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e 
of w i l l s and b e q u e s t s b y American Jews w i t h t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund a s t h e 
f i c i a r y . The r e p o r t of t h e F o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund, a JNF De-
pa r tmen t devo ted t o t h e c r e a t i o n of a p o o l of f u n d s f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
s p e c i a l p r o j e c t s i n I s r a e l t h r o u g h w i l l s and b e q u e s t s , shows a c o n s t a n t 
b r i n g i n g t h e t o t a l of w i l l s and b e q u e s t s t o c l o s e t o $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

There has b e e n a g e n e r a l growth of our a c t i v i t i e s and i n f l u e n c e which was 
r e f l e c t e d i n an i n c r e a s e of c l o s e t o $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 , i n t h e c o u r s e of t h e l a s t y e a r . 
Whereas t h e income f rom t r a d i t i o n a l c o l l e c t i o n s f o r t h e e l e v e n months of 1954 
amounted t o $ 1 , 9 7 1 , 3 2 8 , t h e income f o r t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e r i o d i n 195556־ r e a c h e d 
t h e sum of $ 2 , 1 4 5 , 5 2 2 . 

We a r e b e n d i n g a l l our e f f o r t s t o f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e t h i s sum i n t h e coming 
y e a r . By a c t i o n of t h e Board of D i r e c t o r s , t h e month of November, 1956, was p r o -
c l a imed "JNF Month". The p u r p o s e of t h e JNF Month, a s d e f i n e d , i s " t o f o c u s 
n a t i o n - w i d e a t t e n t i o n on t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s of t h e J ewi sh N a t i o n a l Fund i n b u i l d i n g 
t h e Land of I s r a e l and s t r e n g t h e n i n g i t s s e c u r i t y ; t o deepen JNF s e n t i m e n t s among 
t h e masses of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e i n Amer ica ; t o s e r v e a s a p o w e r f u l s t i m u l u s t o JNF 
l e a d e r s and workers t h r o u g h o u t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r a n i n t e n s i f i e d e f f o r t s i n b e -
h a l f of t h e JNF; and t o m o b i l i z e t h e b r o a d e s t p o s s i b l e s u p p o r t f o r t h e J e w i s h 
N a t i o n a l Fund t h r o u g h t h e w i d e s t p o s s i b l e u s e of t h e t r a d i t i o n a l JNF m e t h o d s . " 
S p e c i a l e f f o r t s w i l l be made t o d i s t r i b u t e h a l f a m i l l i o n JNF Blue -Whi t e Boxes i n 
t h e c o u r s e of t h e JNF Month. The JNF Month w i l l b e l a u n c h e d n a t i o n a l l y b y a 
s p e c i a l M o b i l i z a t i o n C o n f e r e n c e which w i l l t a k e p l a c e on F r i d a y , November 9 t h 
t h r o u g h Sunday, November 1 1 t h and which w i l l map o u t t h e p r o c e e d i n g s of t h e JNF 
Month t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . J o s e p h W e i t z , C h i e f of t h e C o l o n i z a t i o n and A f f o r e s -
t a t i o n Depar tment of t h e Keren Kayemeth L e i s r a e l i n J e r u s a l e m , and one of I s r a e l ' s 
l e a d i n g a f f o r e s t a t i o n e x p e r t s , w i l l b r i n g a s p e c i a l message t o t h e C o n f e r e n c e a s 
t h e e m i s s a r y of t h e KKL t o t h e Jews of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t i s our f o n d hope t h a t 
t h e Jews of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , and t h e Z i o n i s t s i n p a r t i c u l a r , w i l l r a l l y t o t h e 
s u p p o r t of t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l Fund , e n a b l i n g i t t o f u l f i l l i t s m i s s i o n i n t h i s 
c r u c i a l hour i n t h e l i f e of t h e J e w i s h S t a t e and t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e . 

Our t h a n k s go ou t t o D r . H a r r i s J . L e v i n e , P r e s i d e n t of t h e J e w i s h N a t i o n a l 
Fund of Amer i ca , who t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r h a s a g a i n d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s h i g h q u a l i t i e s 
of l e a d e r s h i p and who, a t t h e World Z i o n i s t C o n g r e s s , p r e s e n t e d t h e c a s e of t h e 
Jewish N a t i o n a l Fund w i t h consummate s k i l l and e l o q u e n c e . Our t h a n k s go o u t a l s o 
t o t h e New Board of D i r e c t o r s t h a t was e l e c t e d w i t h D r . Lev ine and t o t h e r a t i o n a l 
o f f i c e r s : D r . I s r a e l G o l d s t e i n , Honorary P r e s i d e n t ; Lou i s Segal , Honorary S e c r e t a r y ; 
A l b e r t S c h i f f , T r e a s u r e r ; J u l l i e t N. Ben jamin a n d Na t L e v i n e , A s s o c i a t e T r e a s u r e r s . 
Our s p e c i a l t h a n k s go t o Judge B e r n a r d A. R o s e n b l a t t , P r e s i d e n t of t h e JNF Founda-
t i o n . 

We wish t o r e c o r d our s i n c e r e t h a n k s t o Ben jamin E . Gordon, N a t i o n a l Chairman 
of t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n f o r t h e JNF, and t o D r . S i d n e y Marks, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
of t h e ZOA, f o r t h e i r h e a r t y c o o p e r a t i o n and c o m p l e t e d e v o t i o n t o our c a u s e . We a l ? o 
send our t h a n k s t o t h e cha i rmen and s t a f f of t h e Z i o n i s t Regions and D i s t r i c t s and 
t o a l l men and women t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , t h e d e v o t e e s of t h e Jewish N a t i o n a l 
Fund , w i t h o u t whose s u p p o r t our a c h i e v e m e n t s would have been i m p o s s i b l e . 

Mendel N. F i s h e r 
E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r 
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